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CHRONOLOGY OF ‘ THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.” 


THE PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY contains all that can be collected of the Legislative 
History of this country from the Conquest to the close of the XVIII[th Century (1303), 36 vols. 
The chief sources whence these Debates are derived are the Constitutional History, 24 vols. ; 
Sir Simonds D’Ewes’ Journal; Debates of the Commons in 1620 and 1621; Chandler and 
Timberland’s Debates, 22 vols. ; Grey’s Debates of the Commons, from 1667 to 1694, 10 vols. ; 


Almon’s Debates, 24 vols. ; 
Parliament by Dr. Johnson, &c., &c. 


Debrett’s Debates, 63 vols.; The Hardwicke Papers ; Debates in 


THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES commence with the year 1803, and the contents are 
set forth in the following Chronologicai Tabie :— 


HISTORY. 
CONQUEST to 34 GEO. II.—1066 to 1760. 
Vol. 1 to 15, 1 Witi. I. to 34 Gro. IL. 

1066-1760 
REIGN OF GEORGE III.—1760 to 1820. 


1 Geo. III. to 40 Gero. ITI. 
1760-1800 


Vol. 15 to 35, 


(First PARLIAMENT.) 


TR eto 41 Geo. III.......... 1801 
at ee 42 sm  gecaneand 1802 
(SECOND PARLIAMENT.) 

FOR. FG accssaves 42 Geo. III. ...... 1802-5 


DEBATES. 
First Series. 
(SECOND PARLIAMENT—continued.) 


Vol. | & 2...44 Geo. HI... 1803-4 
— Sto 5...45 ms eb eue 1805 
a= 6 @& 7:..46 me pean 1806 


(THIRD PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol, 8 & 9...47 Geo. IIL...... 1806-7 
° (FourRTH PARLIAMENT.) 

Vol. 9 tol1l...48 Geo. LII....... 1807-8 

— 12—14...49 ——  _seanes 1809 

— 15 —17...50 ——  Ssauas 1810 

— 18 — 20...51 -- 1810-11 

— 21 — 23...52 wae. | Abstes 1812 


? 


(FirrH PARLIAMENT.) 
Vol. 24 to 26...53 Gero. III. .... 1812-13 
— 27 & 28...54 — 1813-14 
— 29 to 31...55 — 1814-15 
— 32 — 34...56 ae. eeades 1816 
— 35 & 36...57 ie | eedae 181% 
— 37 — 38...58 wie Sedge 1818 


(SUxTH PARLIAMENT.) 
& 40...59 Geo. III. ...... 1818 


1819-2C 


Vol. 39 


Second Series. 


REIGN OF GEORGE IV.—i820 to 1830 


(SEVENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 1 to 3... 1 Guo. IV. ..... 1820 
— 4& 5... 2 aah. sadaaig 182] 
— 6— 7... 3 oa Nada 1822 
— 8— 9... 4 dame. “eauaa 1823 
— 10—l11 5) ae: idea 1824 
— 12—13 6 ee  eSyedwe 1825-6 
— 14—15... 7 ame atadee 1826 
(EicgutH PARLIAME® tr.) 
| eee T QRQCEV. -cnsds 182€ 
ent BE snicinane 8 ae -aydane 1827 
— 18 & 19... 9 mn 1828 
— 20— 21...10 — ecoee ‘1829 
— %2 to 25...11 — «ee. 1830 
a 2 


yA “s & Ane 
ef aU 











iv 


CHRONOLOGY OF 


Third Series. 


REIGN OF WILLIAM IV.—1830 to 1837. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


Vol. 


(NinTH PARLIAMENT.) 


ee Pes. OY a 1830-] 
(TENTH PARLIAMENT.) 
4to 8... 2 Wu. IV. ...... 1832 
9— 14... 3 — seaman 1831 
(ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT.) 
15 to 20... 4 Wit. IV....... 1833 
21 — 25... 5 — eee eee 1834 
(TWELFTH PARLIAMENT.) 
96 to 90... 6 Wu. TV....:.. 1835 
31— 35... 7 — eevee 1836 
36— 38... 8 severe 1837 


REIGN OF VICTORIA—1837 to 1901. 


(THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 39 to 44... 1 VICTORIA ...... 1838 
— 45— 50... 2 a 1839 
— 51 — 55... 3 swe 1840 
— 56— 58... 4 — (a) 1841 
(FOURTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 
POL. OD. -csashivss 4 Vicroria (b) 1841 
- 60to 65... 5 — — aveaen 1842 
- 665 — 71... 6 ae oaesee 1843 
— 2— 76... 7 ae iceman 1844 
— 7— 82.. § — eaves 1845 
— 83 — 88... 9 nr 1846 
— 89 — 94...10 — (a) 1847 
(FIFTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 
ee 10 VicrorIA (b) 1847 
— 96 to101...11 aaa 1848 
— 102 —107...12 a 1849 
— 108 —113...13 a 1850 
— 114—118...14 — asks 1851 
— 119 —122...15 — (a) 1852 
(SIXTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 
Se 15 Victoria (b) 1852 
— 124 to 129...16 ae sew eee 1853 
— 130 —135...17 a ania 1854 
— 136 —-139...18 a 1855 
— 140 —143...19 a 1856 
ott. ee 20 — (a) 1857 


“THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES”—cont. 


(SEVENTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol 145 to 147...20 Vicrorta (b) 1857 
— 148 —151...21 — see pes 1858 
ee ae ee (a) 1859 


(EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 154 to 155...22 Vicroria (b) 1859 
— 156 —-160...23 fom) genes 1860 
— 161 —164...24 — sannin 1861 
— 165 —168...25 = peer 1862 
-—— 169 —172...26 — eevee 1863 
— 173 —176...27 — — seaees 1864 
— 177 —180...28 oe 1865 


(NINETEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 181 to 184...29 VicTORIA...... 1866 
— 185 —189...30 e 1867 
— 190 —193...31 cae 1867-8 


(TWENTIETH PARLIAMENT.) 
. 194 to 198...32 VicToRIA ... 1868-9 


— 199 —203...33 a 1870 
— 204 —208...34 — ase 1871 
— 209 —213...35 me aut 1872 
— 214 —217...36 — 1873 
(TWENTY-First PARLIAMENT.) 
Vol. 218 to 221...37 VICTORIA ...... 1874 
— 222 —226...38 fm ea uewe 1875 
— 227 —231...39 a. nin 1876 
— 232 —236...40 way 1877 
— 237 —242...41 — 1878 
—- 243 —249...42 — 1878-9 
— 250 & 251...43 a (a) 1880 


(TWENTY-SECOND PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 252 to 256...45 Vicror1a (b) 1880 
— 257 —265...44 oy 1881 
— 06-—313..45 — (a) 1882 
— 274 & 275...45 --- (b) 1882 
— 276 to283...46 — geese 1883 
— 284 —292...47 awa 1884 
— 293 —301...48 _ .. 1884-5 


(TWENTY-THIRD PARLIAMENT.) 
Vol. 302 to 307...49 VicrorIA (a) 1886 


(T'WENTY-FOURTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 308 & 309...49 Victoria (b) 1886 
— 310 to321...50 — ss seeeee 1887 
— 322 —332...51 — beeen 1888 
— 3335 —340...52 ee omens 1889 
— 341 —348...53 oT 1890 
— 349 —356...54 - 1890-1 
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CHRONOLOGY OF “THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES”—cont. v 


Fourth Series. 


(TwENTY-FourRTH PARLIAMENT—cont.) 
Vol. 1lto 6...55 VicToRIA ...... 1892 


Vol. 7 .........56 VICTORIA ...... 1892 
— 8 to 21...57 — ... 1893-4 
— 22 — 29...57 <a. ewig 1894 
— 30 — 35...58 a ee 1895 


(TWENTY-SIXTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Voh 36. ..cicccs.69 VIOTOREA ....2: 1895 
— 37 to 44...59 — ... 1895-6 
== 4§ =~ §2...60 eee) node 1897 
— 53 — 66...6] ex. = (Seren 1898 
— 66 — 76...62 a rrr? 1899 
es EE Sees 63 ar 2 gives 1899 
— 78 — 83...63 et  waetel 1900 
— 84... 63 & 64 ee OT 1900 
— 85 — 87...64 oer herr 1900 


(TWENTY-SEVENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


VWOn SO) cise 64 VICTORIA 


REIGN OF EDWARD VII. 


(TWENTY-SEVENTH PARLIAMENT—cont.) 


VOR OO) stains 1 Epwarp VII....1901 
— 90to100 1 — ..-1901 
— IF .« 1&2 — ...1902 

102 toll7 2 — ...1902 
— 118 to 128 3 ae ..-1903 
— 1239 tea 140 4 — ...1904 
— }4} te 15] 5 — ..-1905 


(TWENTY-EIGHTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 152 to 165 6 Epwarp VII....1906 
~ 169 to 182 7 - in. Se 
183 to 193 8 » ‘ee 











HIS MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL OFFICERS 
OF STATE, Ere. 


MR. ASQUITH’S FIRST ADMINISTRATION 
APRIL 1908. 


THE CABINET. 


Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury——Rt. Hon. H. H. Asquitu, M.P. 
Lord President of the Council tt. Hon. Lord TWEEDMOUTH, 
Lord Chancellor Rt. Hon. Lord LOREBURN. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer tt. Hon. D. LLoyp-GEorGE, M.P. 
Secretaries of State—— 

Home Department——Rt. Hon. HERBERT J. GLADSTONE, M.P., 

Foreign A flairs- Rt. Hon. Sir EDWARD GREY, Bt., M.P. 

Colonial Oftice——Rt. Hon. Earl of CREWE. 

War Offive——Rt. Hon. R. B. HALDANE, M.P. 

India Office——Rt. Hon. LornD Morey. 
First Lord of the Admiralty———Rt. Hon. REGINALD MCKENNA, M.P. 
Chief Secretary for Ireland Rt. Hon. A. BIRRELL, M.P. 
Lord Privy Seal Most. Hon, Marquess of RIPON. 
President of the Board of Education Rt. Hon. WALTER RUNCIMAN, M.P. 
President of the Board of Trade Rt. Hon. Winston S. CHURCHILL, M.P. 
President of the Local Government Board Rt. Hon. Joun Burns, M.P. 
President of the Board of Agriculture Rt. Hon. Earl CARRINGTON. 
Postmaster-General—— Rt. Hon. SYDNEY BUXTON, M.P. 
Chancellor of tiie Duchy of Lancaster Rt. Hon. Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON. 
The Secretary for Scotland Rt. Hon. J. StNCLAIR, M.P. 
The First Commissioner of Works—Rt. Hon. L. Harcourt, M.P. 


NOT IN THE CABINET. 


Under Secretary of State, Foreign Office Lord FITZMAURICE. 
Under Secretary of State, Home Oftice-——HERBERT SAMUEL, Esq., M.P. 
Under Secretary of State, Colonial Ottice——Colonel SEELY, M.P. 
Under Secretary of State, India Office——T. R. BUCHANAN, Esq., M.P. 
Under Secretary of State, War Office——LorpD LUCAs. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury——-GEORGE WHITELEY, Esq., M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education——T. MCKINNON Woop, Fsq., M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty Dr. MACNAMARA, M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade Sir Hupson KEARLEY, M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Local Government Beard C. F. G. MASTERMAN, Esq., M.P 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury C. E. Hopyovss, Esq., M.P. 
Financial Secretary to the War Otlice——F. D. ACLAND, Esq., M.P. 
( J. A. PEASE, Esq., M.P. 
HERBERT LEWIs, Esy., M.P. 
Lords of the Treasury—— + Captain CEcIL Norton, M.P. 
{ J. H. Wairtey, Esq., M.P. 
\ J. M. F. FULLER, Esq., M.P. 
Admiral of the Fleet Sir JOHN FISHER. 
J} Vice-Admiral Sir C. C. DRURY. 
| Rear-Admiral] Sir H. B. JACKSON. 
Rear-Admiral F. 8. INGLEFIELD. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR [in the Cabinet). 
General Hon. Sir N. G. LyTTELTON (Chief of the General Staff). 
General ©. W. H. DovuG Las (Adjutant-General to the Forces). 
General Sir W. G. NICHOLSON (Quarter-Master-General to the Forces). | 
Army Council—- ‘ Major-General C. F. HADDON (Master-General of the Ordnance). 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR. 
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY TO THE WAR OFFICE. 
























































Lords of the Admiralty—— 





(Colonel Sir E. W. D. WARD). 

The Civil Lord of the Admiralty GEORGE LAMBERT, Esq., M.P. 

Lord-Lieutenant of [reland-——Rt. Hon. the Karl of ABERDEEN. 

Vice-President of the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) ——T. W. 
RUSSELL, Esq., M.P. 

The Lord Advocate——THOMAS SHAW, Esq., M.P. 

Attorney-General——Sir W. 8S. Rosson, M.P.° 

Solicitor-General——Sir S. T. Evans, M.P. 








Secretary. THE PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR 
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HIS MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF STATE--(Conzt.) vil 


OTHER OFFICERS OF STATE. 


Paymaster-General——R. K. CAUSTON, Esq., M.P. 
Lord Steward——Rt. Hon. Earl BEAUCHAMP. 
Comptroller of the Household——The Master of ELIBANK, M.P. 
Treasurer of the Household——Sir EDWARD STRACHEY, Bt., M.P. 
Lord Chamberlain——Rt. Hon. Viscount ALTHORP. 
Vice-Chamberlain——J. M. F. FULLER, Esq., M.P. 
Master of the Horse——Rt. Hon. Earl of GRANARD, 
Captain Yeoman of the Guard His Grace the Duke of MANCHESTER.. 
Earl GRANVILLE. 
Lord HAMILTON of DALZELL. 
Lord ACTON. 
Lords-in-Waiting——( Lord COLEBROOKE. 
Lord SUFFIELD. 
Lord HERSCHELL. 
Lord FARQUHAR. 
Judge Advocate-General T. MILVAIN, Esq., K.C. 


SCOTLAND. 


Secretary for Scotland and Keeper of the Great Seal——Rt. Hon. JonNN SINCLAIE 
Lord High Constable Earl of ERROL. 

Lord Privy Seal—— Marquess of BREADALBANE, K.G. 

Master of the Household Duke of ARGYLL, K.T. 

Lord High Commissioner Lord KINNAIRD. 

Lord Clerk Register His Grace the Duke of Montrosg, K.T. 

Lord Justice General——Rt. Hon. Lord DUNEDIN. 

Lord Advocate——Rt. Hon. THOMAS SHAW, K.C. 

Lord Justice Clerk——Rt. Hon. Lord K1nssureu, C.B. 

Solicitor-General ALEXANDER URE, Esq., K.C. 

Register General and Deputy Keeper Great Seal—Sir STairn AGNEw, K.C. BL 
Commanding Forces Lt.-Gen. E. P. LEAcu, C.B., C.V.O. 


























IRELAND. 


Lord-Lieutenant Earl of ABERDEEN, G.C.M.G. 

Chief Secretary and Keeper of Privy Seal Rt. Hon. A. BIRRELL, M.P. 
Under Secretary Rt. Hon. Lord MACDONNELL, G.C.S.I., K.C.V.O. 
Private Secretaries Lord HERSCHELL and WALTER CALLAN, Esq. 
State Steward and Chamberlain——The Earl of LIVERPOOL. 

Controller Lord PIRRIF. 

Lord Chancellor Lord Justice WALKER. 

Attorney-General Rt. Hon. R. KR. CHERRY, K.C., M.P. 
Solicitor-General—— REDMOND Barry, Esq., K.C., M.P. 

Commanding the Forces Gen. Lord GRENFELL, G.C.B., G.C.M.G. 





























[ viii ] 
PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Chairman of Committees——Rt. Hon. Earl of Onstow, P.C. 

€lerk of Parliaments——-Sir Henry J. L. Granam, K.C.B. 

Deputy Clerk of Parliaments (Clerk Assistant)——Hon. E. P. Tuxsicer, C.B. 

Reading-Clerk and Clerk of Qutdoor Committees——Epwarp HALL ALpERSON, Esq. 

Gounsel to the Chairman of Committees ALBERT GRAY, Esq, K.C. 

Chief Clerk and Clerk of Public Billsa——A. Harrison, Usq. 

Senior Clerks—— 

Clerk of the Journals W. A. Leicu, Esq. 

Principal Clerk of Private Committees——J. F. Symons Jeune, Esq. 

Principal Clerk, Judicial Department, and Taxing Officer of Judicial Costs——J. F. 
SKENE, Esq. 

W.H. Hamitten Gorpon, Esq. 

Peers’ Printed Paper Office C. L. ANSTRUTHER, Esq. 

Other Clerks——Hon. A. McDonneLi ; A. H. Rosinsox, Esq. (Clerk of Private Bills and 
Taxing Officer of Private Bill Costs); H. P. St. Jonny, Esq.; V. M. Binputps, Esq. ; 
Hon. E. A. Stonor; H. J. F. Bapery, Esq. ; C. Heapiam, Esq. ; J. B. Horna, Esq. ; 
E. C. Vicors, Esq. ; G. D. Luarp, Esq. ; and G. Prosy, Esq. 

Receiver of Fees and Accountant T. AMBREY Court, Esq. 

Copyists——-Mr. H. P. Norris and Mr, R. A. Court. 

Messengers—— Messrs. C. E. Cuiziert, J. W. F. Locks, J. McMintan, G. Bennett, G. T. PHU, 
W.S. Wriceut, A. J. VAUGHAN. 

Librarian EpMUND Gossk, Esq., LL.D. 

Assistant Librarian——A. H. M. Butier, Esq. 

Attendant Mr. A. N. Sto. 

Examiners for Standing Orders 

F. C. BRAMWELL, Esq. 

Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod 

Yeoman Usher Captain T. D. "Butter, M.V.O. 

Serjeant-at-Arms Lt.-Col. Rt. Hon. Sir FLeetwoop I. Epwarps, G.C.V.O., K.C.B. 

Deputy Serjeant-at-Arms S. Hann, Esq. 

Resident Superintendent——J. K. WiniiaMs, Esq. 

Shorthand Writer W. H. GURNEY SALTER, Esq. 

Assistant Shorthand Writer——WILLIAM GURNEY ANGUS, Esq. 

Principal Doorkeepers Messrs. W. CHANDLER, E. Fox, F. HOLMAN. 

First Class Assistants Messrs. C. WALKER, J. HEDLEY, J. LANE. 

Second Class Assistants——Messrs. B. GALLOP, H. B. StREVENS, G. W. Cross, W. STopP. 

Third Class Assistants Messrs. J. WooLAcoTT, A. A. EpNrEy, J. F. BAuM. 

Messengers Messrs. A. J. SOLMAN, C. CHAPMAN, W. PHiLLIPs, W. W. MEATES, 
T. WHITEHEAD. 

Superintendent of Refreshment Rooms Mr. W. CASBON. 

Inspector of Police attending the House of Lords Mr. A. PALMER. 

Clerk of the Works, Houses of Parliament——Mr. P. E. RIDGE. 

Resident Engineer, Houses of Parliament——Mr. W. BRADSHAW. 























©. W. Campion, Esq.; J. F. Symons Jeunz, Esq. ; Clerk 








Admiral Sir H. F. STEPHENSON, G.C.V.O., K.C.B, 



































1 ) ey AD Al YD Da ‘ ‘ * TOT. | ive ’ \NTO 
PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
The Chairman of Ways and Means Kt. Hon, A. Emmott, M.P. 
lerk of the tlouse of Commons Sir COURTENAY PEREGRINE ILBERT, K.C.S.I., C.LE, 
Glerk-Aasistaut ARTHUR W. NICHOLSON, Esq., C.B. 

Second Cle’k-Assistant——T. L. Wrsstrr, Esq. 

Principal Clerks 
Public Bill Office, and Clerk of Fees W. Gippons, Esq., C.B. 
Clerk of the Journalk——W. H. Ley, Esq. 
Committee Uffice Sir E, H. DoyLe, Bart. 

Private Bill Otfice——J. H. W. Somerset, Esq. 

Senior Clerks C. V. FRERE, Esq.; G. C. GIFFARB, Esq. ; 8. L. SIMEON, Esq. ; ARTHUR L 
DASENT, Esq.; Horace West, Esq. ; HENRY A. FERGUSON-DAVIE, Esq. 

Assistant Clerks ARTHUR H. ELLis, Esq.; PERCY A. BULL, Esq.; F. R. WILLIAMS 
Wynn, Esq.; W. E. Grey, Esq. ; F. C. HOLLAND, Esq.; J. W. G. Bonb, Esq. ; 
H. C. DawKINs, Esq. ; RK. P. CoLomp, Esq. ; B. H. FELL, Esq. ; R. E. CHILDERS, 
Esq. ; J. Scotr Porter, Esq.; F. C. BRAMWELL, Esq. 

Junior Clerks——W. T. Lecaz, fsq. ; C. R. TURNER, Esq.; W. K. Gippons, Esq. ; W. 
P. JOHNSTON, Esq.; Hon. H. R. C. BALFour; R. N. Battery, Esy.; G. F. M. 
CAMPION, Esq. ; 8. DE LA PoER BERESFORD, Esq. ; H. S. GREEN, Esq. ; O. C. WILLIAMS 
Esq. ; V. W. D. Fox, Esq. ; E. F. Wisk, Esq. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS —(Cont.) Ix 





Serjeant-at-Arms H. D. ERSKINE, Esq., C.V.O. 

Deputy Serjeant F. R. Gosset, Esq. 

Assistant Serjeant——W. H. ERSKINE, Esq. 

Office Messenger Mr. C. J. H. SHEARN. 

Chaplain to the House The Ven. Archdeacon BAstL WILBERFORCE, D.D. 

Secretary to the Speaker——Hon. EDWARD GULLY, C.B. 

Counsel to the Speaker-——ERNEST Moon, Esq., K.C. 

Trainbearer——Mr. W. MURRELL. 

Messenger——Mr. W. HOLT. 

Collector of Fees on Private Billsk——C. L. Lock ron, Esq. 

Clerk to Referees——Sir E. H. DoyLe, Bart. 

Examiners of Private Bills———C. W. CAMPION, Esq. ; J. F. SYMONS JEUNE, Esq. 

Taxing Master-——C. W. Campion, Esq. ; Clerk——F. C. BRAMWELL, Esq. 

Vote Office 
Principal Clerk PHILIP SMITH, Esq. 

Assistant Clerks——JOHN PoyseR, Esq.; W. K. SANDERSON, Esq. 
Messenger——Mr. JoHN EDWARDS. 

Librarian A. E. A. W. Smytu, Esq.; Assistant Librarian——V. Kirto, Esq ; Clerks in 
Library——Messrs. J. R. Crimp, WM. STEWART ; Messengers——Messrs, A. FIRMIN 
and P. J. STOWELL. 

Shorthand Writer W. H. GURNEY SALTER, Esq. 
































Printers—— 

Jsournals——G, E. BriscozE Eyre, Esq. 

Votes J. B. NICHOLS, Esq. (for H. M. Stationery Oftice. ) 
Postmaster Mr. I. Lincotn ; Hall Keeper Mr. J. GLYNN. 


Ofttice Keeper——Mr. H. BULLOCK. 

Office Clerk in Committee Otfice———Mr. T. FIELDEN MITCHELL. 

Office Clerk in Journal Office Mr. A. A. TAYLOR. 

Messengers——Messrs. C. DAvig, H. Jones, G. D. WetiLER, J. ARMSTRONG, J. WOODWARD, 
J. Ivory, G. NORMAN, J. SuRRY, A. SEPPLE. 

Doorkeepers——Mr. M. INGLEFIELD and Mr. H. HAMBLING. 

Messengers (Ist Class) ——Mr. C. Woopcrart, Mr. R. Ropertson, Mr. J. H1Lus, Mr. J. 
SpraGue, Mr. A. ANDREWS, Mr. G. ANSTEY, Mr. J. H. Day, Mr. J. HeNDERSON, Mr. 
G. WarInwricat, Mr, J. GuYATtT, Mr. R. TURTLE. 

Messengers (2nd Class) Messrs. A. HASKELL, A. C. JOHNSON, G. CLAPPERTON, H. E. 
Lrxineton, H. G. Emmett, J. L. Pamir, W. Finptay, W. MAcponacp, W. R. 
Brimson, A. NEW. 

Superintendent of Members’ Waiting Room——Mr. J. F. HENLEY; Assistant——Mr. W 
BROADBENT ; Porters Messrs. J. HART and G. Fry. 

Inspector of Police attending the House of Commons——Mr. SCANTLEBURY. 
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VOLUME CXCIII. 
ELEVENTH VOLUME OF SESSION — 1908. 


HOUSE OF LORDS: WEDNESDAY, 22np JULY, 1908. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tramways (No. 2) Bill. The CHair- 
MAN of CoMMITTEES informed the House that the opposition to the Bill 
was withdrawn. ai aaa a 


Margate Corporation Bill.—Read 3°, with the Amendments; further 
Amendments made ; Bill passed, and returned to the Commons 


Nottinghamshire and eden iacemaaania (No. 2) Bill. --Committed 


for To-morrow eee 


Liverpool Corporation (Streets and Buildings Bill.- Brought trom the 
Commons, read 1‘, and referred to the Examiners ... iia aa 


Falkirk and District Water Order prepped Bill {u.1. |.—Returned 


from the Commons agreed to ... or 

Stratford-upon-Avon, Towcester, and Midland Junction Railway, 
Evesham, Redditch, and Stratford-on-Avon Junction Railway, and 
East and West Junction Railway (Amalgamation) Bill |!.L.|.— 
London County Council (Tramways and Improvements Bill) nae |.— 
Returned from the Sais agreed to, with Amendments ; the said 
Amendments considered and agreed to 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROVISIONAL ORDERS (NO. 5)—-BRADFIELD (RURAL 
ORDER)-—Keport from the Select Committee ; That the Committee had 
not proceeded with the consideration of the said Order, the opposition 
thereto having been withdrawn; read and ordered to lie on the Table. 
The Orders made on the 15th instant respecting the commitment of the 
Bill to a Select Committee in regard to the said Order discharged 


Lanark Corporation (Extension of Boundaries, etc.) Order Conformation 
Bill.—Kead 1*; to be printed, and (pursuant to the private Legislation 
Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899), deemed to have been read 2* (The Lord 
Herschell), and reported from the Committee. [No, 174] 


+ 
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. 4 
PETITION. 
Old-Age weaned Bill.-—Petition against; read, and ordered to lie upon the 
Table = ies 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milk Shops (Ireland),—Order of the 3rd February, 


1908, and correspondence addressed to local authorities in Ireland with 


respect to the said Order. Laid before the House and to be printed. 
| No, 171} 


Inland Revenue.—Fifty first Report of the Commissioners of His wim 5 
Inland Revenue, for the year ended 31st March, 1908 


Trade Reports, Annual Series!—-No. 4071 to No. 4073 


Colonies Annual.—No. 566. Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. 


Report 
for 1907 


Public Works (Ireland),—-Seventy-sixth Annual Report of the Commissioners 
ot Public Works in Ireland. 


Presented, and ordered to lie upon the Table 


Married Women’s Property Bill.—Brought from the Commons, and read 
I, and to be printed. [No. 173] 


NEW BILL. 


Lunacy Bill {u.1.).--Presented by the Lord Chancellor ; read 1 


‘ and to be 
printed, [No. 172] 


Matrimonial Causes Bill pa.) ¢ (SECOND READING). —Order of the Day for 


the Second Reading read. 
Eur] Russell ese wis awe nA wei 
Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2°.”—(Ear/ Russe/!.) 
The Lord Bishop of Bristol oa 
The Lord ¢ ‘hancellor (Lord Loreburn) 
On Question. 


Their Lordships divided :—-Contents, 


‘The Shop Hours Act, 


44 Ford Arve hury 


2; Not-contents, 61. 


Moved, * For a Return of the Closing ‘Seles whic h have been confirmed 
hy the Home Oftice under the Shop Hours Act, and specifying those 
which have been for the hairdressers’ trade 
consideration.” —( Lord Avebury.) 

The Lord Steward (Earl peneaaitndg 
Lord Avebury sie ‘ 


: and of those now under 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn 


Home Defence. 
The E al of We NLYSS 


The Under- Secretary of State for Wi ar (Lord Lucas) 
Lord Newton eee eee eee 


Lord Zouche of Haryngw orth 
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Viscount Midleton ... das ga re evi ate -, xr 25 
Lord Saye and Sele ps a : 2x 
Viscount Hardinge Ie 





The See retary of Stat Jor ‘the ( ners Ss (The t Varl a Cre ewe) — . 28 


Lord Belhaven Stenton  .. Sx. ana ane ee cae ve 3 
i Lord Havrersham 553 30 
| 
} - 
The Scottish Crofters 
The Ear/ of Campu rdown aon ere te 2+) 


ere eee eee Vv. 
Moved, * That there be laid before the House a Return of the correspond- 
ence or other basis upon which the Congested Districts Board of 
Scotland has founded a comparison (see page IX. of the Report) 
hetween the position as to payment of rent and annuities due upon 
loans of annnitants who have purchased from the Board, and of crofters 
| who hold from the proprietor and who have been aided by the Board to 
acquire their present holdings.’ —(7he Earl of Camperdown.) 
Lord Herschel] 


tee “a 38 
Lord Balfour of Burl leigh 10 
{ The Lord Chancellor (Lord Le bic “ 45 
oo Marquess of Lansdowne {5 
; t e Baril of Camp dows me 16 
, 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
} | Training of Mercantile Marine Officers. 
Lord Brassey rn a ee ee ee 
} Lord Muskerry dee ee wee ada ie aa 49 
t The Earl of Granard 00 
5 r - r 
\ Cran Measures Bill [H.L.) {[SeconpD READING]. Order of the Day for the 
Second Reading read. 
hl The Pre side nt of the Board of Ayriculture and Fishe ries (Burl Car) ing- 
| ton) a ue cs 5) 
Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2".”—(Eurl Carrington.) 
5) 
l Lord Heneaye Sei ate Sie 52 
On Question, Bill read 2" (according to Order) and committed to a Com- 
| mittee of the Whole House To-morrow, and Standing Order No. 
| XXXIX. to be considered in order to its being dispensed with. 
3 | SHORTAGE OF INFANTRY Units. 
' Viscount Hardinge one me ae Ve ae oa 53 
' Lord Lucas tee eee eee oe ees eee ows 55: 
Bee Pest (Ireland) Bill. (Seconp Reapinc.] Order of the Day for the 
3 Second Reading read. 
4 Lord Denman me saa “ae eis ‘ 57 
Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2*.”"—(Lord Denman.) 
Detat Debbie. ae cau. ss ena 


i. On Question, Bill read 2* (according to order), and committed to a Com- 
o § 
( 


21 mittee of the Whole House on Wednesday next. 
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Polling Arrangements (Parliamentary Boroughs) Bill,—/Srconp 
READING.| Order of the Day for the Second Reading read. 

Viscount Midleton oes eee oes oes . 

Moved, that the Bill be now read 2*-—( Viseount Midleton). 


Bill read 2° (according to order), and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Monday next. 


Polling Districts (County Council) Bill,—Read 2 (according to order), and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday next... 


Poisons and Pharmacy Bill [H.L.].—Read 3° (according to order), and 
passed, and sent to the Commons 


Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill.—Amendment reportet (according to 
order) ; a further Amendment made, and Pill to be read 3° To-morrow 
House adjourned at twenty minutes before Eight o’clock, till 
‘To-morrow, half-past Ten o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, WEDNESDAY, 22np JULY, 1908. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Ammanford Urban aaawies Council Water Bill | Lorps}.—As amended, 


considered ; to be read the third time 


Liverpool Corporation (Streets and Buildings) Bill.- amended 
, 
considered, 
Ordered, that Standing Orders 223 and 243 he suspended, and that 
the Bill be now read the third time.—(7he Deputy-Chairman.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed 
Crystal Palace Company Bill LORDS}. —Read a second time and committed. 
Rhymney and Aber Valley Gas and Water Bill [Lonps}.—Ordered, that 


Standing Orders 211 and 236 be sus pended, and that the Committee of 
Selection have leave to appoint the Committee on the Bill to sit and 
proceed forthwith.” —(7he Deputy Chairman.) 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No, 3) Bill {Lor os} ‘—Falkirk and 
District Water Order Confirmation Bill {Lords}, ~_Read the third time, 
and passed, without Amendment. 


Lanark Corporation (Extension of Boundaries, etc.) Order Confirmation 
Bill.—Kead the third time, and passed. 


Glasgow and South Western Railway Order Confirmation Bill { Lorps}. 
Considered ; to be read the third time upon Friday fee 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill | Lorps}.— 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill [Lords ; Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill [Lords|.—As amended, considered ; to be 
read the third time To-morrow. 
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Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill as OR aii — Considered ; to 
be read the third time To-morrow. ies iy me 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 4) Bill | Lorps].— 
Ordered, that Standing Orders 21] and 236 be suspended, and that the 
Committee on unopposed Bills have leave to sit and proceed forth- 
with.” —(The Deputy-Chairman.) 


Local Government Ireland Provisional Order (No. 4) Bill [Lorps}. 
Ordered that it be an instruction to the Committee on the Local 
Government (Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 4) Bill [Lords], to insert a 
clause for providing that the district council shall not from the system of 
sewerage referred toin the order permit any crude sewage to be discharged 
into the Bay of Dublin, except between the time of high water and tive 
hours after high water, provided that in case of heavy rain or other 
emergency the storm water may be discharged at any period of the tide.— 
(Vr. Nannetti.) ‘ne ese eee one eee eee ese 


Keighley Corporation Bill {| Loxps].—leported, with Amendments, from the 
Police and Sanitary Committee. Report t» lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed Pe aes eee ese uaa asa asi ass 


\sSAGE FROM THE Lorps —That they have agreed to: Post Office Savings 
Bank Bill, without Amendment; Padiham Urban District Council Bill; 
Criccieth Water and Improvement Bill; South-West Suburban Water 
Bill, with Amendments. 

\mendment to Amendments: Finchley Urban District Council Bill, 

without Amendment. 

\mendments to: Pontypridd Water Bill [Lords]; Aire and Calder 
Navigation Bill [Lords|; Bognor Gas Light and Coke Company Bill 
| Lords! : South Wales Eleetrieal Power Distribution Bill [Lords], without 
\mendment. . 


That they have passed a Bill intituled, Importation of Plumage 
Prohibition Bill | Lords}. 

And also, a Bill, inttiuled, Edueation Board Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Cornwall, ete ) Bill [Lords'. 


House of Lords (Manuscripts)—That they communicate Copy of the 
Manuscripts of the House of Lords, Volume IV. (New Series), as desired 
by this House in their Message of Yesterday. es oun jaa ore 


Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (Cornwall, etc.) 
Bill (Lorps]|.—Read the first time. Referred to the Examiners of Petitions 
for Private Bills, and to be printed. [Bill 338.] — ... cee ses cas 

PETITIONS. 


Elementary Education aenaaenanen and on Bill.— Petitions in favour ; 
to lie upon the Table ... ove ove eee eee sus 


Licensing Bill.—7 Petitions in favour ; to lie upon the Table ov wie 


Poor Law praca (Scotland) Bill.—7 Petitions in favour ; to lie upon 
the Table ne Poe ae ‘ ie das os a6 me 
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RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 


Trade Reports (Annual Series).— Diplomatic and Consular me, Annual 
Series, Nos. 4071 to 4073 ; to lie upon the Table “i 


Colonial Reports (Annual).—Colonial Report, No. 566 (Northern ‘Territories 
of the Gold Coast, Annual Report for 1907); to lie upon the Table 


Public Works (Ireland).--Seventy-sixth Annual Report of the Commissioners 
of Public Works in Ireland ; ‘to lie upon the Table ... 4 eu ee 


Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1894, (Parish Council Elections, 
1907).—Keturn presented, relative thereto ; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 247.] oes : ah 


Trustee Savings Banks,—Return ordered 


Poor Relief (England and Wales),—Copy ordered, “of Statement of the 
amouut expended by Boards of Guardians for Poor Relief ” . ss 


Local Taxation Licences, etc., 1907-8.—Keturn ordered, “of the amount 
received during the year ended the 31st day of March, 1908, in respect of 
each administrative county and county borou; gh in England and Wales, for 
Lozal Taxation Licence Duties ” oe sca ad Por 


Local Taxation Account, 1907-8.—Keturn ordered, “showing in respect of 
the financial year ended the 3lst day of March, 1908, the distribution of 
the moneys paid into the Local ‘Taxation Account ” 


London (Equalisation of Rates) Act, 1894, Goaneente under Section 
1 (7) of the Act).—Return ordered ey xd 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Reduction in Hours of Spinners of American Cotton 

Pay of Saltcoats Postmen 

The Provincial Homes Investment Company 

Fatal Accidents caused by Motor Omnibuses 

Reduction of British Garrisons Overseas ... 

Chinese Labourers Repatriated 

East African Protectorate Rules 

African Protectorate—Ordinance ste eas 

Recruiting of Native Labour for East Africa, Protectorate 
Government Audit Work ... ae Fe 

Compulsory Retirement of Miss Bradley from the Post Ottice 
Illegal Trawling in Scotch Waters .. 

Disorderly Seamen on Steamer “Clan a" i we ose 
Expenditure on Tobacco per head in England wit Germany 
Tube Railways—Fire Precautions ... 

Census of Production Act Returns eee ney os ore és 
The Imprisoned Suffragists ... 

Sale of Estate of Sir Arthur Wallace 

Grant for Mrs. Sheehy, of Raheen ... 
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Grant for James Reasdon of Rathkeale  ... des “el oi 
Evicted Tenants—Cases of Mrs. O’Shaughnessy and Mrs. Hayes 

Reinstatement of Mrs. Mary Eagan 
Case of Daniel Dorgan 


Territorial Army Quartermaster Sergeants 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 
Admiralty China and Earthenware Contracts ‘a 
Naval Officers and Company Directorships... 
Cadet Examination Papers . . 
Woolwich Common ... 
Skoeburyness Ranges... ve _ oni 
Government Purchases and Indian Industries 
Jasdan and Limbdi States aga 
Kankinara Bomb Outrage in 
Trinidad Dock and Engineering Company ... 
Dinizulu’s Salary da 
Liquor Traffic in Southern Nige ria . ‘ 
Federated Malay States— Revenue Statistics 
Children in Gaming and Opium Dens 
Suppression of Licensed Gambling in the Malay States 
Perak and Selangor Gambling Farms 
Imports of Spirits into Southern Nigeria ... 
British Indians in Natal 
British Indians in Southern Rhodesia 
British Indians in the Transvaal 
Dinizulu’s Trial 
ixpenditure on Wales 
Unemployed Grant ... ; : ia 
Stud Tramway System in the Mile E nd Road 
Board ot Trade Labour Gazette , é 
Tenement Dwellings in London and Berlin re asia ewe 
Fenton (Staffs.) Vaccination Case ... 


Inter-Departmental Committee on Compulsory Atanas at School . 


Kenmare Train Service 
Londonderry Flax Industry 

Fuge Estate, Templemary, Cork 
Beardsley Evans Estate, Charleville 


Irish Evicted Tenants = ad s we ae “a 
Sligo Cattle-drives ... ies eee ins ies 
Kinvarra Outrage ... oe, f ie wate 


Judge Ross on Terrorism in Wesmnanth 


Imprisonment for Contempt of Court oes ae ae wa 
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Attack on a Process Server at Kantrick 
Intimidation in Ireland sex 
Irish University Bill one 
Alleged Boycotting in Westmeath ... 
Reynell v. Toofe 
Contempt of Courts Bill 
Mr. Ginnell, M.P. 
Cork College Governing Body 
Agitation against Land Grabbing ... 
Crime in Roscommon ee 
Crime in Westmeath 
New Irish Universities 
Irish Land Stock 
English Land Valuation Bill 
PuBuic Petitions CoMMITTEE.—Sixth Report brought up, and read; to lie 
upon the! Table to be printed. os pa we ue pe 


Home Work.—-Report from the Select Committee, with Minutes of Evidence 
and an Appendix, brought up. and read. 
Report to l'e upon the Table, and to be printed. { No. 246.]... 
Sweated Industries Bill.—Reported, withont Amendment, from the Select 
Committee on Home Work 
Report to lie on the Table 


Criminal Appeal (Amendment) Bill [Lorps.]—Revd the first time; to be 
read; to be read a second time To-morrow, and to te printed, {Bill 337.] 


Prevention of Crime Bill.—Reported, with Amendments, from Standing 
Committee C. 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 248 ] 
Minutes of the proceedings of the Standing Committee to be printed. 
[No, 248. ] 
3ill, as amended (by the Standing Committee), to be taken into con- 
sideration To. morrow, and to be printed. [ Bill 336.] es as nee 


Importation of Plumage Prohibition Bill {Lorps.|—Read the first time ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 339.] 


East INDIAN ReveNvE Accounts.—Order for Committee read. 
The Under-Seerctary of State for India (Mr, Buchanan, Perthshire. E.) 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “That Mr. Sjeaker do now 
leave the Chair (for Committee on East India Revenue Accounts).”—( Mr. 
Buchanan. 
Hurl Perey (Kensington, 8.) 


Mr. Lives (Montyomery Boroughs Ps ? 
Sie Henry Craik (Glasgow and Ahuedeen U iversity) 
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Amendment proposed,— 


* To leave out from the word ‘ That,’ to the end of the Question, 
in order to add the words ‘this House, while it recognises that the 
reforms now under the consideration of the Government of India are 
suitable and sufficient in respect of questions with which they deal, is 
of opinion that the educational system in India stands in urgent need 
of reform.’- (J/r. Rees)—instead thereof.” 


Question proposed, ‘That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” 





Mr. Ellis (Nottingham, Rusheliffe) oe nes sea ave 

Mr Keir Hardie (Merthyr T'ydvil) ins see ai ond 
Mr. MacCaw (Down, W.).. , si oe a iia oer 
Sir Herbert Roberts (De nbighahire, fs sen 

Mr Hart-Davies (Hackney, N.) .. , . sie 

Mr. Gwynn, (Galway)... ee ae “se 

Sir Henry Kimber (Wandswor th) ; sve wes wwe se 
Sir Scott Robertson (Bradford, Central) ... es we we eee 


Sir H. Cotton (Nottingham, E.) ose 
Mr. Buchanan... me ue aa re 
Mr. C. J. O Donnell (Newington, W “ulworth) oan on oP eee 
Mr. Lupton (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) sina sin a ai 
Question, “That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Question,” put and agreed to. 
Main Question again proposed. 
Mr. Maclean (Bath) nae esi ‘ei a 
Mr. Eugene Wason (Clackmannan and Kinross) 
Mr. Munro Ferguson (Leith Burghs) a wee 
Mr. C. E. Price en pasts a 4as 
Mr. Buchanan... wen saa _ ivi 
Mr. Morton (Sutherland) .. ‘ eee enc ee eee 
Mr. Dundas White (Dumbartonshire) 
Mr. Bright (Oldham) ose 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


East INDIA REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


Resolved, ‘‘That it appears from the Accounts presented to Parliament 
that in 1906-7 the Revenue of India amounted to £73,1 14,554, the 
expenditure charged against Revenue to £71,555,179, a: d the C apital 
Expenditure not charged to Revenue to £3,712,668.—( |r. Buchanan ) 


Resolution to be reported. 


Grand Jury (Ireland) Act (1836) Amendment Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1: 
Captain Craig... ae nes axe «ss eee eee eee 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 1, at the beginning of line 5, to insert the words 
‘Subject to the provisions of this Act.’ ”—(Captain Craig.) 
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Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 


The Vice-President of the Department of Ayriculture for Ireland 
(Mr. T. W. Russell, Tyrone, 8.) ne fe tee ae 

Mr. Moore (Armagh, N.) ... vs 

Mr. Connor O'Kelly (Mayo, N.) ... 


Question put. 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 26; Noes, 147. (Division List No, 211.) 
Clause 1 agreed to. 

Clause 2 agreed to. 

Clause 3 agreed to. 


New Clause (Saving of rights of the Crown and Government Departments) 
—(Mr. T. W. Russell)—brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the clause be read a 
second time.” 


Mr. Moore... 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the Chairman do. report 
I 
progress ; and ask leave to sit again.”—(J/i. Moore.) 


Mr. T. W. Russell... waa as sos ee ls ia rr 
Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 26; Noes, 144. (Division List No 212.) 
Original Question again proposed. 

Mr. Moore ... 
Original Question put, and agreed to. 
Clause read a second time, and added to the Bill. 
Clause read a first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the clause be read a second 
time.” 


Mr. Walter Long ... 
Mr. Birrell oe 
Mr. Moore... 
Agreed to. 
Clause read a second time, and added to the Bill. 
Bill reported ; as amended, to be considered this day, and to be printed. 
[Bill 340. ]} 
Evicted Tenants (Ireland) Bill.—Order for the Second Reading read. 
Mr. Birrell an sik a és as _ — ous 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the Bill be now read a 
second time.”—( Mr. Birrell.) 
Mr. Walter Long ... 5 ie 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House for To-morrow.—(Mr. Birre!/.) 
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Agricultural Holdings Bill.—Orider for the Second Reading reid. 
The Treasurer of the Household (Sir Eduard Strachey, Somersetshive, S.) 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “That this Bill be now read a 
second time.” 
Mr. Hicks Beuch (Glouceste rshire, Terke sbUvY) 0. 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House for To-morrow. 


East INpIA Loans (RAILWAY AND IRRIGATION Worxks.)—Order for Committee 
thereupon read, and discharged i sad 


Public Works Loans Bill.—Order for the Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the Bill be now read a 
second time.” 
Sir F. Bunbury... _ arn aks : asi 
The Financial S cretary to the oo Mr. Hoabhouse, Did ih, Meine 
Mr. Raielinson AC ‘umbridge University) . 
Mr. 7, M. Healy (Louth, N.)  ... 
Sir Samuel Scott (Marylebone, IW.) ‘aa axe 
Mr. Hobhouse re “am mee ae _ Pee 


(Juestion put, and agreed to. 


Bill committed to a Committee of the Whole House for To-morrow.— 
(Mr. Hobhouse.) 


East INpIA Loans (RAILWAY AND IRRIGATION WorKS AND GENERAL 

PURPOSES). 

Committee to consider of authorising the Secretary of State in Council of 
India to raise money in the United Kingdom, on the security of the 
revenues of India, for the construction, extension, and equipment of 
Railways in India by State agencies or through the agency of com- 
panies, and for the construction of Irrigation Works, and also 
for General Purposes for the Government of India (King’s 
Recommendation signified), To-morrow.—(JV/r. Joseph Pease).. 

Pusitic Works Loans (REMISSION). 

Committee to consider of authorising the remission of certain debts due 
to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, in pursuance of 
any Act of the present session, to grant money for the purpose of 
certain Local Loans out of the Local Loans Fund, and for other 
purposes relating to Local Loans (King’s Recommendation oo 
To-morrow.—(Mr. Joseph Pease.) 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to the Order of the .— of 10th 
July, adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at nine minutes after One O'clock. 





HOUSE OF LORDS: THURSDAY, 23rp JULY, 1908. 
Sat First.—The Lord Hampton—Sat first in Parliament after the death of 
his father. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


THE FURTHER STANDING ORDERS applicable to the following Bill have 
been complied with :—Liverpool Corporation (Streets and Buildings). 
The same was ordered to lie on the Table one 
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London United Tramways Bill. oe from the Select Committee, 
with Amendments ‘ ve 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tramways Wo 2) Bil —Reported 


with Amendments ne ; 


Macclesfield and District Tramways (Abandonment) | ma; London 
County Council (Money) Bill.—Read 3", and passed - wee 


Manchester Corporation Bill; Burnley Corporation Bill; Blackburn 
Corporation Bill.—Moved, That Standing Order No. 143 be considered 
and dispensed with in respect of the said Bills, and that the Bills be now 
read 3", agreed to: Bills read 3° accordingly, with the Amendments, and 
passed, and returned to the Commons " eee 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders — 3) Bill [H.L.].—Returned 


from the Commons, agreed to - ae a - 


Holderness Water Bill —The King’s consent dicital and Bill reported 
from the Select Committee, with Amendments fe cia sei 


Provisional Orders (Procedure) Bill [u.L...—Reported from Standing 
Committee without further amendment ; the Report of the Amendments 
made in Committee cf the Whole House to be received on Monday next... 


PETITION. 


Old-Age Pensions Bill.—Petition against proceeding until the Report of 
the Royal Commission on the Poor Law has been issued; read and 
ordered to lie on the Table... 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 


Army Terrtorial Force.—Report, as to the progress made in constituting 
the medical service of the Territorial Force eee eee eee eee eee 


Shipping Casualties—Shipping Casualties which occurred. 
Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 


London Corporation.—Annual Accounts of the Chamberlain of London, for 
the year 1907 Son ae cs ais wits Pee a ‘aa 


Parliamentry Returns.—Treasury Minute, directing that the annual account 
required by the Uganda Railway Act, 1896, shall be discontinued. 
Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on 
the Table ... sss eee 


Commons Bill [.1..|.—Reported from the Standing Committee with a further 
Amendment. The Report of the Amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole House and by the Standing Committee to be received on Monday 
next, and Bill to he printed as amended. [No. 177] ove eee 


Coroners (Ireland) Bill.-—Reported from the Standing Committee with further 
Amendments. The Report of the Amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole House and by the Standing Committee to be received on Monday 
next, and Bill to be printed as amended. [No. 178] vr - on 


Companies Consolidation Bill [1.1.|.—Report from the Joint Committee on 
the Companies (Consolidation) Bill [H.L.], the Post Office Consolidation Bill 
[H.L.j, and the Statute Law Revision Bill [H.1.], that the Companies 
(Consolidation) Bill [H.L.] ought to be allowed to proceed. The said 
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Report (with the Proceedings of the Committee) to be printed. [No. 175 | 
Minutes of Evidence laid upon the Table, and to be delivered out; Bill 
reported with Amendments. and committed to a Committee of the Whol: 
House on Monday next and to be printed as amended. [No. 176.] 


Tobacco-Growing (Scotland) Bill. —Report from the Standing Committee 
without amendment, and to be read 3* on Monday next = me 


Municipal Franchise (Mercantile Corporations and Companies Bill) 
[H.L.].—Reported from the Standing separ ng e without further amend- 
ment. The Report of the Amendments made in Committee of the Whole 
House to be received on Monday next, sis eee 


Friendly Societies Bill [Seconp Reapinc.|—Order of the day for the Second 
Reading read. 
Lord Denmun a cee owe «ee wee eee 
Moved, “ Thi at the Bill be now read 2".°—(Lord Denmun.) 
The Earl of Heals bury oe a oat ea és 
On Question, Bill read 2" (according to order) sits. committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Tuesd lay next. 


] 


Law of Distress Amendment Bill.—Order of the day for the House to he 
put into Committee, read. 


Lord Courtney of Penwith... 


Moved, ‘‘That the House do now resolve itself into Committee.” —( Lori? 


Courtney of Pi nicith ) 
The Lovd Choneelloy (Lord Lorelurn) 
Viseount St. Aldwyn 5 aaa aa aa ee ee 
House in Committee (according to Order): Bill reported without amend- 
ment: Standing Committee negatived, Amendments made. Bill 
recommitted, and to he printed as amended. [No. 179. ] 
Telegraph (Construction) Bill.—|SrconD Reapine].—Order of the day for 
the Second Re ading read. 
The url of Granard ils “sh a “ea 
Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2°.°—(7hv Earl of Granard.) 
The Chairman of Committees The Karl of Onslow) 
Lord Belfour of Burli igh eee eee eee 
The Seevetovy of State for the Colonies (The Evrl of Crewe) 
Lord LP lp i . 
The Eurl of Gr sitet rae vs 7 aes f 
On Question, Bill read 2°, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 


Wild Birds Bill.—House in Committee (according to order). Bill reported 
without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived; and Bill to be 
read 3° on Monday next. 


Territorial and Reserve Forces Bill [11..].-—[Szconp Reapinc.]|—Order of 
the day for the Second Reading read. 
The Earl of Crewe ... ose eee one aa ‘ 
Moved, That the Bill be now read 2"—(The Earl of Crewe.) 
The Duke of Northumberland 
The Marv Quess of Lansdowne 
The Earl of Crewe ‘ 
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Moved, that the debate be adjourned—(7he Marquess of Lansdowne). 
On Question, Motion agreed to, and debate adjourned sine die. 
Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill.—Bill read 3° (According to Order). 
Lord Clonbrock 


Amendment moved— 


eee eee eee eee eee 


* After Clause 2, to insert the following new Clause: ‘A Justice 
in Ireland shall not he disqualified to act for any purpose under the 
Licensing Acts, 1828 to ag or the Licensing (Ireland) Acts, ] 833 
to 1905 or this Aet, by reason only of his being interested in a rail- 
way company which ‘ a retailer of intoxicating liquor.’”— 
(Lord Clonhrock.) 

The Lord Chancellor ‘nis —_ 
Lord Clonbrock 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


An Amendment made; Bill passed, and returned to the Commons. 


Costs in Criminal Cases Bill [Second Reapine].—Order of the day for 
the Second Reading read. 


The Lord Chancellor Sa 
Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2%.”—(The Lord Chancellor), 


On Question, Bill read 2°, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 


HovseE or Lorps OFrrices.—Second Report of the Select Committee considered 
(according to Order), and agreed to. 


Irish LAND PURCHASE. 


The Earl of Mayo ae 
Lord Denman 


Cran Measures Bill {H.L.].—House in Committee (according to Order). Bill 
reported without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived. Then 
Standing Order No. XXXIX. considered (according to Order), and dis- 
pensed with, and Bill read 5°, and passed, and sent to the Commons 


IRELAND—PROCLAIMED COUNTIES. 
Lord Killanin eee eee 


Moved, “That there be laid before the House a Return showing the 
counties and portions of counties proclaimed under the above Act 
during the last thirty years, with the dates at which the proclama- 
tions were made and withdrawn. "(Lord Killanin). 


Lord De nman as 

The Marquess of Londonderry 
Lord Macdonnell of Sw inford 
Lord Atkinson 

Lord Ashbourne 

The Earl of Mayo ... 

The Earl of Crewe e 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 
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IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN CATTLE. 
The Earl of Onslow ie ie sé — - oe i 
The President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Earl 
Carrington) aes ue ose eee “ade “aa eee aes 


THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 

Moved, “ That the Lord Balfour be appointed to take the Chair in all 
Committees of the Whole House next week in the absence of the 
Chairman of Committees: That the Lord Balfour be appointed to 
take the Chair in all Committees upon Private Bills next week in 
the absence of the Chairman of Committees ;—(7he Chairman of 
Committees)—agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 

House adjourned at ten minutes before Seven o’clock till 
To-morrow, Ten o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: THURSDAY, 23rp JULY, 1908. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PrivATE bitis.—Ordered, that Standing Orders 220 and 246, relating to 
Private Bills, be suspended for the remainder of the session. 

That, as regards Private Bills to be returned by the House of Lords 
with Amendments, such Amendments (if unopposed) shall be considered 
forthwith. 

That as regards Private Bills returned, or to be returned, by the 
House of Lords with Amendments, such Amendments (if opposed) shall be 
considered at such times as the Chairman of Ways and Means may 

determine. 

That, when it is intended to propose any Amendments thereto, a copy 
of such Amendments shall be deposited at the Private Bill Office, and 
notice given on the day on which the Bill shall have been returned from 
the Lords. —(7he Deputy Chairman) 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders(No. 1) Bill [Lords] ; Pier 
and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill [Lords]; Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill |Lords].--Read the third time, and passed, 
with an Amendment Su aK “es ore aia re ai 


Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill |Lorps).—Read the third 
time, and passed, without p soa von den ose ve 


Salmon, Trout, and River Tweed Fisheries Bill.—Ordered, that the 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills to examine the Salmon, Trout, 
and River Tweed Fisheries Bill, with respect to compliance with the Stand- 
ing Orders relative to Private Bills. —(Sir John Jurdine) 


Gas Orders Confirmation Bill {Lorps].—Reported, with Amendments | Pro- 
visional Orders confirmed ; Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill, as amended, to be considered To-morrow pe 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation Bill {|Lorps].—Reported, with 


Amendments | Provisional Orders confirmed] ; Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill, as amended, to be considered To-morrow 
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Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill [Lorps].—Keported, 
with Amendments {Provisional Orders confirmed] ; Report to lie upon the 
Table. 

Bill, as amended, to be considered To-morrow 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 4) Bill {[Lorps].— 
Reported, with Amendments [Provisional Order confirmed] ; Report to lie 
upon the Table. 

Bill, as amended, to be considered To-morrow 
Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (London) Bill 


[Lorps}.—Reported, without Amendment [Provisional Orders confirme “| : 
Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill to be read the third time To-morrow 

Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and Water Bill [Loris]. —-Reported, with 
Amendments ; Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to ;--Margate Corporation 
Bill ; Manchester Corporation Bill; Burnley Corporation Bill ; Blackburn 
Corporation Bill, with Amendments. 

Amendments to :—Stratford-upon-Avon, Towcester, and Midland 
Junction Railway, Evesham, Redditch, and Stratford-upon-Avon Junction 
Railway, and East arid West Junction Railway (Amalgamation) Bill 
{Lords}; London County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill 
[Lords], without Amendment. 

That they have passed a Bill, intituled, “ Poisons and Pharmacy Bill 
[ Lords}. 

And, also a Bill intituled, [Cran Measures Bill { Lords. | 

PETITIONS. 

Children Bill.—Petition from to lie upon the Table 

Licensing Bill.—Petition against; to lie upon the Table. 2 Petitions for 
alteration ; to lie upon the Table. 6 Petitions in favour; to lie upon the 
Table 


Poor Law Amendment veaeenees Bill.—4 Petions in favour; to lie upon 
the Table re ‘ : eine ese idle ose ow 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 


Parliamentary Returns.—Treasury Minute, directing that the Annual 
Account required by the Uganda Railway Act, 1896, shall be discontinued ; 
to lie upon the Table 


Poor Law Relief (Paupers Relieved in a Year and Periods of Relief. — 
Return presented, relative thereto, to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
(No. 250.) eee es : “ei 


Shipping Casualties (1906-07).—Abstract of the Returns of Shipping 


Casualties to lie upon the Table : 

Paver Larp Upon THE TABLE BY THE CLERK OF THE Housr..—Chamber of 
London.--Annual Accounts of the Chamberlain of London for the year 
1907 ; to be printed. [No. 251.] 
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Mr. Birrell one 
Mr. William O’ Brie: n (Cork) 
Mr. Charles Craig 
Mr. Moore eee ee 
Sir William Anson 
Mr. Butcher 
Mr. Birrell 
Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 249 ; Noes 38. Division List No. 216.) 
Amendment proposed— 

“In page 2, line 11, to leave out the word ‘the,’ and to insert the 

words ‘any such new.’ ”—(Mr Birrell.) 
Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 
‘In page 2, line 11, after the word ‘ Charter,’ to insert the words 
‘or an alteration of an existing Charter.’ ”—(Myr Birrell.) 
Amendment agreed to. 
Sir Philip Magnus 
Mr. Butcher ; 
Amendment a 
“Tn page 2, line 15, after the word ‘ which’ to insert the words 
‘the Commissioners, and after the powers of the Commissioners 
determine.’ ”—(Sir Philip Magnus.) 
Question proposed, “That those words be there inserted in the Bill.” 


Mr. Birrell ake aes ove 
Mr. Walter Long ... 


Amendment negatived 


Mr. Butcher 


Page 
423 
£24 
425 


430 


430 











VC 


m WwW 


wt 


J 


IY & 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. XXxiil 
July 23.) Page 
Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, line 16, after the word ‘may,’ to insert the words 
‘by statute.’”—(Mr Butcher.) 


Question proposed, “That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Birrell a eee wae + wea ua ee .. 458 

Sir E. Carson 7" ane it een ena a a eee §6459 

Mr. C. J. O'Donnell ie es ee or on — wee 460 

Sir Wm. Anson... _ ees eis _ we <n “S08 
Amendment negatived. 

Sir Philp Magnus a as ee oa ah w. 462 
Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 2, line 16, to leave out the word ‘give,’ and insert the 
words “recognise any college or institution in Treland by giving.” 
Ny hala 4 

(our Philip Magnus). 

Mr. Birrell at be ae ei was Sa nee cw 402 
Question proposed, “That the word ‘ give’ stand part of the Bill.” 
Amendment negatived. 

Amendment proposed — 
“fn page 2, line 16, after the words ‘give to’ insert ‘matricu 
lated.’” —( Mr. Birrell.) 
(Juestion proposed, ‘That the word ‘matriculated’ be there inserted 
Captain Craig aoe rer ous “i ‘ae aa Iho 


Mr. Moore... i? ee — ar Na ner aes ... 464 


Amendment agreed to. 


Further Amendment agree! to. 
Captam Craig 2 os s nee 40d ous ese to 
Mr. Charles Craig 4 >. Sa pee es ; ht) 
Amendment proposed 


‘ ¢ . - . : cop |] Stypa’ to the 
‘In page 2, line 17, to leave out from the “el! ‘tb » th 


second ‘the’ in line 20.”—(Captuin Craiy.) 
(uestion proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out, to tn ile 
‘for’ in line 19, stand part of the Bill.’ 
Mr. Birrell a ai tui aes me 1 
Sir W. J. Collins we Pr ae 1O7 
eee eee eee eee ‘ 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment proposed— 
“Tn page 2, line 19, after the word ‘body,’ to insert the words 
‘of the University. —(Captain Craig). 
Question, “That those words be there inserted in the Bill,” put, and 
negatived. 
Sir W. aff. Collins eee eee ese eee eve ees 167 
Mr, Seddon (Lancashire, Newton) 169 


Amendment proposed— 


‘In page 2, line 19, after the word ‘purpose,’ to insert the words 
‘or to students who are pursuing studies otherwise than in a recoy- 
nised college.’ ”—(Sir William Collins.) 
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Question proposed, “That those words be there inserted.’ 


Mr. C. J. O Donnell 
Mr. John Redmond 
Myr. Butcher 

Mr. Birrell 

Mr. 7. M. Healy 
Mr. Moore ... 


Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 38 ; Noes, 263. (Division List No. 217.) 


Motion made and Question, “That further consideration of the Bill, 
as amended in the Standing Committee, be now adjourned,”— (Mr. Birvell,) 
put and agreed to. 


Bill, as amended, to be further considered To-morrow. 
Pustic Works Loans |REeMIssion]. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee. ) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That it is expedient to authorise 
the remission of the debts due to the Commissioners of Publie Works 
in Ireland from certain Railway Companies, in pursuance of any Act 
of the present session, to grant money for the purpose of certain: 
Local Loans out of the Local Loans Fund, and for other purpeses 
relating to Local Loans.”—- (Mr. Hobhouse.) 


‘~ yg . ‘sh amy to the Treasury (Mr. P jofwuse, Bristol, E.) 
Hur. >. ae Caly ... mes me 
Mr. Hobhouse , if mA ; Oe eee one ote 
Mr. 7. M. He aly = ‘es 

Mr, Forster (Kent, Ser } 

Mr. Ainsworth ¢* vent vs) 

Mr. 7. Mo” yargyllshive) 

Mr". etealy 

. Aobhouse — 

Mr. Ainsworth one eee eee uss 

Mr. Markham (Nottinghamshire, Mans fir ld) 

Mr. 7. M. Healy ae aoa 

Mr. Hudson (Newcastle) 


Question put, and agreed to. 
Resolution to be reported this day. 


Naval Lands (Volunteers) Bill._Considered in Committee, and reported, 
without Amendment ; Bill read the third time, and passed M? ms 


Naval Marriages Bill.—Read a second time. 
Bill committed to a Committee of the Whole House for this day.—(M/r. 
Mckenna) eee eee . eee eee wee ate 
Registration Bill | orps].—-As amended, considered. 


Biil read the third time, and passed 
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Grand Jury (Ireland) Act (1836) Amendment Bill.—As amended, con- 
sidered, 
“ns Sir Thomas Esmonde (Wexford, N. ) ean 
he Mr. Connor O Kelly eee o 496 
a Mr. T, W. Russell 496 
75 Bill read the third time, and passed. 
76 Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to the Order of the House of 10th 
July, adjourned the House without Question put. 
Adjourned at Sixteen minutes before One o'clock. 
{ HOUSE OF COMMONS: FRIDAY, 247TH JULY, 1908. 
f 
The House met at Twelve of the Clock. 
t 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
PrivATE BiLts | Lorps] (STANDING OrnpvERS Not Previous_y INquireD INTO 
CoMPLIED WitH).—London (Westminster and Kensington) Electric 
Supply Companies Bill | Lords} ; London Electric Supply Bill {Lords}. 
Ordered, That the Bills be read a second time ies re vas 497 
Liverpool Corporation (General Powers) Bill. Tyne Improvement Bill ; 
Widnes Corporation Bill.--Lerds Amendments considered, and agreed to. 497 
Margate Corporation Bill.-Manchester Corporation Bill ; Burnley Corpor- 
ation Bill.--Lords Amendments, in pursuance of the Order of the House 
of 23rd July, considered, and agreed to ati wie at bit em 
179 : 
180 Honourable Artillery Company Bill | Lorps}.—Leith Burgh Bill | Lorps] ; 
4x3 london, Brighton, and South Coast Railway Bill [Lords]; Ravensthorpe 
484 Urban District Council Bill | Lords ].—Re: id the third time, and passed, 
4u6 with Amendments i a ad Ae ie : oe we 497 
po Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (London) Bill 
490 | LoRDS|.—Glasgow and South Western Railway Order Confirmation Bill 
491 | Lords].—Read the third time, and passed, without Amendment. we 400 
492 Gas Orders Confirmation Bill {| Lorps].—Gas and Water Orders Confirma- 
49? tion Bill |Lords}; Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill 
493 | Lords |.—-As amended, considered ; to be read the third time To-morrow. 497 
|  L calGovernment (Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 4) Bill | Lorps}.—As 
| amended, considered ; read the third time, and passed with Amendments 498 
PETITIONS. 
494 Children Bill.—Petition in favour ; to lie upon the Table iit sie a 


Licensing Bill.—Petition for alteration ; to lie upon the Table. Eight Petitions 
in favour ; to lie upon the Table one wi wis ens one ae 6498 


94 Liquor Traffic ear, “oem, samaneres Bill. — Petition in favour ; to lie 
49 upon the Table . o-. 498 


Poor Law mepgenen eaten) Bill.--I'wo Petitions in favour; to lie 


upon the Table . “i ~— per “eh - «<- 40 
494 


to 
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RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC 


Treaty Series (No. 20, 1908).—Agreement between the United Kingdom 
and Italy respecting Co nmercial Travellers’ Samples. ‘To lie upon the 
Table 


Peace Conference at the Hague (Miscellaneous, No. 5, 1908).—Further 
Correspondence respecting the Second Peace Conference ; to lie — the 
Table 


Peace Conference at the Hague itieitiiaie. No 6, 1908. -Final 


Act of the Second Peace Conference ; to lie upon the Ta hle 


Board of Education.—Statement showing for each Secondary School, in 
respect of which Waiver Resolutions were passed by the Local Authority 
under Article 43 of the Regulations for Secondary Schools, 1907, the 
Articles which the Board were asked to waive and their decision as regards 
each Article ; to lie upon the Table 


Mines and Quarries (Fire at Hamstead emai aire by R. A. 8. 
Redmayne, Esq. ; to lie upon the Table ‘ as . vee 


Basutoland.—Report of Proceedings of the Basutoland National Council 1908 : 
to lie upon the Table eed ay i _ mr me 7 


Natal. —Further ipa relating to Native Affairs in Natal; to lie 
upon the Table ... ’ Ras aoe PES Si moh re 


Bankruptcy.— TI wenty-fifth General Annual Report by the Board of Trade 
under The Bankruptcy Act, 1883; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. {No, 254.] 


Bankruptcy (General Rules). Bankruptey Rules, dated 6th? July, 1908, 
made pursuant to the Bankruptey Acts, 1883 and 1890; to lie upon the 
Table 


Customs.—lifty-second Re _ of the Commissioners of Customs; to lie 
upon the T: able ... : 


Civil Services Sienna Estimate, 1908-9).—Revised Estimate of 
the Further Amount required in the year ending 31st March, 1909, for 
Public Education (Ireland) ; Referred to the Committee of Supply, and 
to be printe & No. 5. | au [ 


High Court of Justice and Court of Appeal, Etc.—Account showing 
the Receipts and Expenditure in respect of the High Court of Justice 
and the Court of ects ul; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


[| No. 256. | 


Sittings of the House.— Resolved, “That this House do meet To-morrow, at 
Ten of the Clock.”— (Mr. Joseph Pease) ane ac re 


Guaranteed 2; Per Cent. Stock.—LKeturn ordered, “of Guaranteed 23 Per 
Cent. Stock Issues under the Irish Land Act, 1903... was 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Appointments in Armagh Post Office 
Classification of Bournemouth Post Office ... 
Irish Savings Banks Work ... 
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Transfer of Postal Clerks from London to Dublin re sha 
British Post Office at Tientsin a: re oe 


Wages, Work and Cost of Living of Agricultural Labourers 

Postal Employee and Portadown Disturbances 

Engiish Ancient Monuments—Terms of Reference 

Vacant Post of Director of the Natural History Museum 

Repair of Ballintry Pier 

Rathlin Fishing Pier 

Cairo Drainage Scheme 

Board of Education Lifts ved hea Pr 

Kducation. Grants —Deduction from Teachers Superannuation 

Kxpenditure of Government Departments ... 

Expenditure on Extra Police in Ireland... _ 

Purchase of the Kingston Estate—Mr. T. Sullivan’s Holding 

Roscommon Board of Guardians Clerk 

SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEERS).—Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection. 


Report to lie upon the Table 


POLICE AND SANITARY COMMITTEE.——Special Report brought up, and read ; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. {No. 257.] 


Minutes of Proceedings to be printed. [257.] ... 


Assizes and Quarter Sessions Bill |Lorps|.—lead the first time; to be 
read a second time upon Monday, 19th October, and to be printed. 


[Bill 342.] 


Irish Universities Bill.—As amended (by the Standing Committee), further 
considered. 
Mr. Churles Craig (Antrim, ».) 


Mr. Moore (Armagh, N.) 
Amendment proposed — 


“Tn page 2, line 19, to leave out the words ‘the benefit of any 
privileges of matriculated students of the University or.’ ”—(JMr. 
Charles Craiy). 


(Question proposed, “That the words proposed to be left out, to the word 
‘or’ in page 2, line 20, stand part of the Bill.’ 
The Chief Secretury for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) 
Mr. Butcher (Cambridge University) a ret aM? 
Str Philip Magnus (London University) ... hae ens 


Amendment negatived. 


Amendment proposed— 
> to insert the 


” 


“In page 2, line 20, after the word ‘ University 
words ‘who are pursuing a course a course of study at the University. 


(Mr. Birrell.) 
Amendment agreed to. 
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Amendment sphisiniets 


“In page 2, line 20, to leave out the word ‘or’ and to insert the 
word ‘excluding. ” —(Sir Philip Magnus.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


Dr. Hazel (West Bromwich) aks 
Mr. Hay Morgan (Cornwall, Truro) 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, line 26, at the end, to insert the words ‘ and provided 
that a student in a recognised or affiliated college or institution shall 
not be entitled to obtain a University degree unless he shall have com- 
pleted a period of study of not less than two academical years in a 
constituent college of the University of Dublin or in the University 
of Belfast.’ ”°—( Dr. Hazel.) 

Question proposed, “That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. John Redmond ( Waterford) - me me 
Mr. Butcher eee pea sien = ie 
Mr. William O’ Brien (Cork) ; 
Sir William Anson (Oxford University). 
Mr, Birrell . 
Mr. Hutton ( Yorkshire, W. R. ’ Morley) . 
Mr. Seddon (Lancashire, Newton) 
Mr. J. M. Robertson (Northumberland, Tyneside) 


Question put. 

The House divided: Ayes, 75; Noes, 216. (Division List No. 218.) 
Mr. Barrie (Londonderry, Ny... sis sue i 
Mr. Charles Craig (Antrim, S.) 

Amendment lease 


“In page 2, line 36, to leave out from the word ‘sign’ to end of 
subsection (2) of Clause 3, and insert the words ‘I. A. B, do hereby 
promise that I will faithfully, and to the best of my ability, discharge 
the duties of professor, and I further promise and engage that in 
lecturing and examining, and in the performance of all other duties 
connected with my Chair, I will carefully abstain from teaching or 
advancing any doctrine, or making any statement, derogatory to the 
truths of revealed religion, or injurious or disrespectful to the religious 
opinion of any portion of my class.’”—(M>r. Burrie.) 

Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out, to the word 
‘under’ in page 2, line 37, stand part of the Bill.” 
Mr. Birrell seg 
Mr. Dillon (Mayo, EB.) ... aoe i — 
Mr. Moore (Armagh, N.) ... ass ce oes 


Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 257; Noes, 29. (Division List No. 219.) 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, line 37, after the word ‘Commissioners’ to insert the 
r ’ 


word ‘ jointly.’ ”—( Mr Birrell.) 
Amendment agreed to. 


Sir W. J. Collins (St. Pancras, WV.) — ae ae 
Mr. Hay Morgan ... mae as sie see es nas 
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Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, line 40, to leave out subsection (3) of Clause 3.”— 
(Sir W. Collins.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the Bill.” 


Mr. Dillon ... eee see eee “ae eee eee eee ees 564 
Mr. Butcher a ase eke cae saa ed - ate ee 
Mr. Birrell... xis wae ox aes e Se wai 7. ee 


Amendment by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, lines 31 and 32, to leave out the words ‘ withhold his 
assent from,’ and to insert the word ‘ disallow.’ ”—(.Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. Butcher Or ee ae a 


Mr. Moore ... ae eine ware Per ate re wwe ae anne 
Amendment proposed — 


“In page 3, line 35, at the end, to insert the words ‘(3) The 
governing body of a University or constituent college to which this 
Act applies, or any other person, corporation, or body directly affected 
by such statute, may, within three months from the notification thereof 
in the Dubin Gazette, petition His Majesty in Council to disallow the 
whole or any part thereof. (4) His Majesty in Council may refer any 
such petition to a Committee of the Privy Council in Ireland with a 
direction that the Committee hear the petitioner personally or by 
council, and report specially to His Majesty in Council on the matter 
of the petition. (5) If the Committee report in favour of the disallow- 
ance of the statute or any part thereof, His Majesty may, by Order in 
Council, disallow the whole or part thereof accordingly, but any such 
disallowance shall be without prejudice to the making of a new statute. 
(6) The costs of any petition hereunder may be regulated by the 
Committee to which the petition is referred.’”—(Mr. Butcher.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 

Mr. Birrell ... mee waa at aa aa was me ... 568 

Mr. Butcher cna aa xe cas ees Pee pid .-- 9269 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Charles Craig ... ae ewe er axe wad ews <«« OOF 
Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 4, line 2, after the first word ‘of, to insert the words 
‘a person nominated by the Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland, and a 
person nominated by the Royal College of Science, Dublin, aud.’ 
(Mr. Charles Craig). 


Question proposed, “That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Birrell ais va ase ey ew aes whe .. oh* 
Mr. T. M. Healy (Louth, N.) pee af eo aaa as wee (ONN) 
Mr. Charles Craig we ee eee wad _ ans O10 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Birrell 
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Amendment proposed— 
“Tn page 5, line 4, after the word ‘period,’ to insert the words 
‘not exceeding one year.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 





Amendment agreed to. 


Cuptain Craty ise ue sit ii a “ine ‘ws — a a 
Mr. Moore ... see ee ee see eee eee eee oe 


Amendment proposed— 


—— 


“To leave out Clause 7.”-—(Captain Craig.) 
(Juestion proposed, “That the words proposed to be left out, to the word 
‘sums’ in page 5, line 15, stand part of the Bill.” 





Mr. 1. M. Healy ... oe whe ar ie “a im 3 oe OOD 
. ' 
Amendment negatived. 
(Mr. Massie (Wiltshire, Cricklade) — a jae mee 573 | 
Amendment proposed—— 
“In page 5, line 37, after the words ‘benefaction,’ to insert the 
words ‘and so long as the professorship or lectureship is titular only, 
and does not admit to the electoral, representative, or administrative 
powers of the ordinary professors or lecturers of the university, i 
whether as to the Senate or the academic council or the general board | 
of studies or any faculty except the faculty of theology, if and when 
such is constituted? ”—(Mr. Massie). 
(Juestion proposed, ‘“ That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. Birrell obi a _ waa — ar va os «Bee 
Sir Philip Magius (London Unive rsity) eee 573 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Holt (Northumberland, Hexham) eos ase eee cee . O84 
Amendment proposed — 
“In page 5, line 41, after the word ‘funds,’ to insert the words 
‘and in the event of any professor or lecturer being recognised under 
this subsection the governing body of the University shall not refuse 
recognition on equal terms to other professors or lecturers in theology 
or divinity on the ground of their theological opinions.—(A/r. Holt). 


Question proposed, “That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. Birrell ue ie Sa oe we ner 
Mr. Moore ... ae se i aa me wee 


Question put. 


oro 
=~] -] 
oe 
ee ee 


‘The House divided :—Ayes, 41 ; Noes, 260. (Division List No. 220.) 


, t 
Mr. Massi: kas er . O77 I 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 6, line 1, to leave out paragraph (b) of subsection (4) 
of Clause 7.°—(Mr. Massie.) 


(Juestion proposed, ‘That the words proposed be left out stand part of the 


Bill. i 
M . 2} rrell eee eee eee eee 45 eee eee eee eee 580 ; 
Mr. John Redmond eee ae eee BBD 
Vr. Walter Long (Dublin, 8.) ... es et ea are «ss» O00 
Mr. C. J. ODonnell (Ne wington, Walworth)... wae av .» O84 
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Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 111; Noes, 172. (Division List No. 221.) 


Amendments proposed— 





“Tn page 6, line 25, to leave out the word ‘senate,’ and to 
insert the words ‘ governing body.’ ” 


“In page 6, line 26, to leave out the word ‘their,’ and to insert 
the word ‘the.’” 
“In page 6, line 26, after the word ‘ colleges,’ to insert the words 
‘of the new University having its seat at Dublin.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 
Amendments agreed to. 
Mr. 7. M. Healy ... rer aaa aes ans fad ae w. ©6587 
Amendment proposed— 
“Tn page 6, at the end of the clause, to add the words ‘ Nothing 
in this section shall preclude any money being provided by Parliament 
in addition to the sums provided under this section, either in augmenta- 
tion of any sums contributed for the purpose of the Universities or 
colleges from other sources, or otherwise.’ ”"— (Mr. 7. J. Healy). 
Question, “That those words be there inserted,” put, and agreed to. 
Mr, Barrie (Londonderry, Nv)... ick Per ee: oF . 988 
Sir Philip Magnus met ae 5SY 
Amendment proposed-— 
“In page 6, line 40, to leave out Clause 8.°—-(Mr. Barrie.) 
(Juestion proposed, “That the words proposed to be left out, to the word 
‘for,’ in page 7, line 2, stand part of the Bill.” 


Mr. Birrell af A vi oy re re i. wc. 089 
Mr. Moor Sa ig BP sie a “et we ws OC 
Mr. Gordon (Londonderry, 8.) vas Sai oa an ae ..- O90 


Question put. 
The House divided: Aves, 251; Noes, 33. (Division List No. 222.) 
Amendment proposed — 
“Tn page 9, line 1, to leave out the word ‘Saint. ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 
Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. Birrell des bie ks ‘i ” ae axa oo OF 
Amendment proposed-— 
“Tn page 9, line 37, at end, to add the words ‘and the governing 
body of each of the two new universities shall, so far as practicable, 
provide for any such students obtaining degrees on conditions not 
more onerous than those under which they could obtain corresponding 
degrees in the Royal University of Ireland.’ —(Mr. Birrell.) 
Amendment agreed to. 
Amendments proposed — 
“Tn page 11, line 24, to leave out the word ‘six,’ and to insert 
the word ‘seven.’ "—(Mr. Birrell.) 
“Tn page 11, line 38, after the word ‘provided,’ to insert the 
words ‘and in conditions specified.’ ”—(A/r. Kettle.) 
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“Tn page 11, line 39, at end, to add the words ‘and in the case of 
an existing officer who holds his office during the pleasure of His 
Majesty shall be so reappointed if His Majesty directs, notwithstand- 
ing anything in the statutes of the University or college.’”—(Mr. 
Birrell.) 

“Tn page 12, line 13, at end, to insert the words ‘but no such 
provision need be made by the scheme for avy existing officers who 
are appointed to offices in either of the two new universities, or of 
any of the constituent colleges of the new University having its seat 
at Dublin by virtue of the charter of the University or college.’ ”— 
(Mr. Birrell ) 

“Tn page 13, line 4, after the word ‘ Act,’ to insert the words 
‘or of any charter granted thereunder.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 

In page 13, line 4, after the word ‘accepts,’ to insert the words 
‘or is appointed to.’ ”—-(Mr, Birrell.) 

“In page 14, line 22, at end, to insert the words ‘ The costs of all 
parties of and incident to an appeal shall be in the discretion of the 
committee by whom the appeal is heard.’” 

“In page 14, line 26, at end, to insert the words ‘and the mode 
in which any costs allowed may be recovered.’”—(Mr. Birrell.) 

*‘In Schedule 1, page 16, line 19, at beginning, to insert the 
words ‘ Members of Convocation.’”—(Sir Philip Magnus.) 

Amendments agreed to, without discussion. 
Mr. Moore ... oes ec sae aie ote 
Amendment proposed— 

“In page 16, line 20, to leave out ‘4’ and insert ‘3.’” 

(Mr. Moore.) 
Question proposed, “ That ‘4° stand part of the Bill.” 
Mr. Birrell 
Amendment negatived. 
Sir Philip Magnus ve eee eee eee 
Mr. J. Devlin Mes me os ss aes 
Amnendment proposed — 
“In page 17, after line 5, to insert the words ‘Elected by the 
delfast Technical Instruction Committee” ”’—(Sir Philip Magnus.) 
Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 8.) ... me ae ie 
Amendment proposed — 
i “In page 17, line 13, to leave out ‘4’ and insert £3."-—(Sir 
Philip Magnus.) 
Question proposed, “ That ‘4’ stand part of the Bill.” 
Amendment negatived. 
Amendment proposed — 
“Tn page 18, line 2, to leave out the words ‘a majority of the 
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joint committee.’”—( Mr. Birrell.) 
Amendment agreed to. 
Bill to be read the third time To-morrow. 
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PusLic Worxs Loans [Remission}].—Resolution reported, “That it is ex- 
pedient to authorise the remission of the debts due to the Commissioners 
of Public Works in Ireland from certain railway companies, in pursuance 
of any Act of the present session, to grant money for the purpose of certain 
Local Loans out of the Local Loans Fund, and for other purposes relating 
to Local Loans.” 


Resolution agreed to 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill.—Read a second time. 
Bill committed to a Committee of the Whole House for Monday next.— 
(Mr. Whitley.) ide baa 


University of Durham Bill.—As amended (by the Standing Committee), 
considered. Bill read the third time, and passed. sue ; 


NAVY AND ARMY EXPENDITURE, 1906-7.—Committee to consider the Surpluses 
and Deficits upon Navy and Army Grants for 1906-7, and the application 
of Surpluses to meet Expenditure not provided for in the Grants for tha: 
year, To-morrow.—(Mr. [Hobhouse.) 


Ordered, “That the Appropriation Accounts for the Navy and Army 
Departments, which were presented respectively on the 6th and 14th 
February last, be referred to the Committee.”—-(Mr. Hobhouse.) 

Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to the Order of the House of 
10th July, adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at fourteen minutes before Six o'clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS: SATURDAY, 25rn Jury, 1908. 


The Lord DENMAN, chosen Speaker in the absence of the Lord Chancel!or 
and the Lords Commissioners. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (London) Bill [ 1.1. | 

Glasgow and South Western Railway Order Confirmation Bill [H... J 

Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill [t.n.!.—Returned from the 
Commons agreed to was eT 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill | 4.1. |.—Pier 
and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill [u.L.]; Pier and Harbour Pro- 
visional Orders (No, 3) Bill | H.1,|.— Returned from the Commons agreed toy 
with an Amendment to each Bill. 


Registration Bill [H.L.] ; Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 4) 
dill | H.L. ].—Returned from the Commons agreed to, with Amendments 


Registration Bill [#.L.].—Returned from the Commons, agreed to, with the 
Amendments one _ ois cae ane 


Naval Lands nna Bill (No. 180); Grand Jury (Ireland) Act (1836) 
Amendment Bill - es Brought from the Commons ; read 1*, and to 
be printed 


University of Durham Bill. Brought from the Commons ; read 1*; to be 
printed and to be read 2* on Monday next (The Viscount Ridley). (No. 
182) : ee 
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Trish Universities Bill. Brought from the Commons ; read 1"; to be printed, 
and to be read 2* on Monday next (The Earl of Crewe) (No. 183) . 597 


House adjourned at twenty minutes past One o'clock, to Monday 
next, at a quarter past Four o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: SATURDAY, 25TH JULY, 190s. 


The House met at Ten of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Gas Orders Confirmation Bill [Lorps]; Gas and Water Orders Confirma- 
tion Bill | Lords] ; Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. » Bill ham 
Read the third time and passed, with Amendments ... - ‘ . 598 


PETITIONS. 
Licensing Bill. 6 Petitions in favour ; to lie upon the Table ... Bai .. 698 


Poor Law Amendment ee land) Bill. 2 Petitions in favour; to lie upon 
the Table sate cat oP mee A aca 3 — 598 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c 


Trade Reports (Annual Series).-—Diplomatic and Consular Report, Annual 
Series, (No. 4074 ; to lie upon the ‘Table es Sh aes _ oe. §=9098 


Marri1ges, Births, and Deaths (Ireland).—Forty-fourth detailed Annual 
Report of the Registrar-General of Marriages, Births and Deaths in Ireland, 
to lie upon the Table... _ ae a me ay ~ .. 598 


Evictions (Ireland).—Return of Evictions in Ireland for the quarter ended 
30th June, 1908 ; to lie upon the Table a es sis ‘ss ... 598 


Diseases of Animals Acts.—Report of Proceedings by the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical instruction for Ireland, under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts ; to lie upon the Table oy ee te Hee ... 398 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


The Channel of the Gaine ... a ees Pa - oo ian vive (ORD 
Prices of Beef wats sie = = roe me Sea re cee | OOO 
Kqualisation of London Rates eos ae _ oie one on .. 609 
Londonderry Post Office... bs re er ee aan ee «. 609 
Post Office Territorials ie es aes oe wate Ae oes sce © GO 
Spitalfields Markets .. See ise ay eC ee rer see 2. GEO 
Meat Trade Trust Inquiry ... ek _ ese _ vee ‘e w+ 610 
Ex-Detective Constable Cosgrove, R.LC. ... iss sae see ss we GH 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 
Labour in the Transvaal Mines... oy ab cr ee pes sss GFZ 
Great Britain and Siam os he cae os és én wa 692 
The Arrest of Mr. Luxenburg bi sion ot one eos we §=613 
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Alleged Burning of Crofters’ Houses ose “se one sas we .» 613 
Suppression of Vermin oth an a va <a sea ane .. 613 


Irish University Grants 


oer as ia den eae - 614 
Cattle-drives in Antrim and Down 


nea we tes «ss G14 


Orange Demonstrations... ; _ en se nee ‘ad w. «G14 
The Vatican and the Irish University —... oie ane wi ene in CR 
Cranagill Orange Lodge Procession ove ses i we 615 
Debates on Irish Matters... dea “ve oss nai wei oe O88 


Irish Universities Bill.—Order for Third Reading read. 

Motion made, snd Question proposed, * That the Bill be now read the 
third time.” 

Mr. Gordon ( Londonde rr'y, ‘.) aes xen ve eee “os ie GIG 

Mr. Barrie (Londond: rry, iV.) ane aaa mee oP awa <=. 692 
Amendment proposed— 

* To leave out the word ‘now,’ and at the end of ~ » Question to 
add the words ‘upon this day three months.’ ”°—(Vr. Gordon.) 


Question proposed, © That the word ‘now’ stand part of th» Question.’ 


Mr. John Redinond (Waterford) an aa aif daa ieee OD 
Sir George White (Norfolk, NW.) Pre or rer ea ose (O28 
Mr. A.J. Balfour (City of London) ee ati aes ae ro | 
The Ch wef Severe tury for Tr land ( Vr. Bir; ell, Bristo', NV.) dae ene 649 
Mr. Butcher (Cambridge Unive rsity) eee eee eee eee ue ae 
Mr. William O Brien (Cork) dia ae ins ada — ace ORO 
Mr. Charles Craig (Antrim, 8S.) ... aa aa ade ues we 653 
Mr. Sumuel Young (Cavun, 2.) a; ae ae wis sea, GO 


Mr. Wedgivood (Neveeastle-under P 
Que tion put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 207; Noes 19. (Division List No. 223.) 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


«cs O09 


Bill read the third time, passed. 


Finance Bill.—Order for Third Reading, read. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Bill be now read the third 
time.’ "—-(Wr. Lloyd-George.) 


Mr. Austen Chamberlain (H orcestershire, EB.) Per wee ree ets. (OG0 
Mr. Harold Cox (Preston) iid aye ea as > ... 669 
Sir Edward Sassoon (Hythe) ee ac oa Kee ake sce «680 


Wr. Joynson-Hicks (Manchester, NW.) ... int nus one ww. =676 
Amendment proposed— 

“To leave out all the words after the word ‘that,’ to the end 
of the Question, in order to add the words ‘This House declines to 
proceed with a measure which, while reducing substantially the tax 
on sugar, the produce of foreign countries, does nothing to relieve the 
burden of the tax on tea, an infinitesimal part of which is imported 
from possessions other than our own ; ; and, while parting with a large 
part of revenue, renders the discharge of prospective obligations “ot 
unknown magnitude, embarrassing to the finances and injurious to the 
credit of the State.’ ”—(Sir Ldward Sassoon.) 
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Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the Question.” 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. “_ George, Carnarvon Boroughs) 
Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend)... , on wr 

Mr, Harmood-Banner (L iwerpool, Everton) 

Mr. J. M. Henderson (Aberdeenshire, W.) 


(Juestion put, and agreed to. 
Main Question put, and agreed to. Bill read the third time, and passed. 


Small Holdings and Allotments Bill { Lorps].—Read a second time. 
Bill committed to a Committee of the Whole House for Monday next.— 
(Mr. Whitley) 

Cran Measures Bill [Lorps].—Iead a second time. 


sill committed to a Committee of the Whole House for Monday ar 
Whitley) ; ae és via 
Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, ouiienu to the Order of the teeawel loth 
July, adjourned the House without Question put. 
Adjourned at seventeen minutes before Four o’clock till Monday 
next, 


HOUSE OF LORDS: MONDAY, 27TH JULY, 1908. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS, 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE FURTHER PROOFS REQUIRED by the Standing Orders 
Committee has been proved before them :—Ards Railways. 


The same was ordered to lie on the Table 


Liverpool Corporation (Streets and Buildings) Bill. 
The Acting Chuirmun of Committees (Lord Balfour of Burleigh) 

Moved, “ ‘That the Order made on the 25th day of March last, ‘That no 
Private Bill brought from the House of Commons shall be read a 
second time after the 18th day of June next,’ be dispensed with and 
thit the Bill be now read 2%."—( Lord Balfour of Burleigh.) 

On Question, Motion agreed to, and Bill read 2* accordingly. 


Dover Graving Docks Bill. 
Lovd Brassey . eee tee eee ee eee see 
Moved, “ That the Order m: he on in 25th day of March last, “That no 
Private Bill brought from the House of Commons shall be read a 
second time after the 18th day of June next,” be dispensed with, and 
that the Bill be now read 2*.”—(Lord Brassey.) 
Lord Glantawe 
Lovd Weardale ia 
Lovd Balfour of Burleigh . ie 
The Karl of Granard hs een oe ee 
On Question, Motion enetiies Bill 1 read 2* accoadingly, and com- 
mitted for ‘To-morrow. 


London County Council (General Powers) Bill. -Read 3°, with the 
Amendments ; further Amendments made ; Bill passed, and returned to 
the Commons 
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Gosport Gas Bill; Central Ireland Electric Power Bill; Sligo and Arigna 
Railway Bill; London United Tramways Bill; Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire ‘Tramways (No. 2) Bill; Holderness Water Bill.-—Read 3°, 
with the Amendments, and passed, and returned to the Commons. 


Gas Orders Confirmation Bill [11.1.}; Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
Bill [1.1..]--Returned from the Commons agreed to, with Amendments. 
The said Amendments to be considered ‘To-morrow. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill {1.1.].—Returned from 
the Commons agreed to, with Amendments ... E ; wa 


Honourable Artillery Company Bill [ 11.1. oF Leith Burgh Bill); London, 
Brighton, and South Coast Railway Bill [H.1.}.—Returned from the 
Commons agreed to, with Amendments. ‘The said Amendments con- 
sidered, and | agreed to ... 


Ravensthorpe Urban District Council Bill [#.1..].—Returned from the 
Commons agreed to, with Amendments ‘The said Amendments agreed 
to, with an Amendment, and Bill returned to the Commons. 


Liverpool Corporation (General Powers) Bill; Tyne Improvement Bill; 
Widnes Corpozation Bill; Margate Corporation Bill; Minchester Corpora 
tion Bill; Burnley Cor poration Bill. —Returned from the Commons with 
the Amendments : greed to 


eee 


Edinburgh and District Water Order Confirmation Bill [1.1. —Read 
2* (according to order), and (pursuant to the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 1899) deemed to have been reported from the Committee ; 


and to be read 3* To-morrow ... 


Public Offices Sites (Extension) Bill.—eported from the Select Committee 
with Amendments; committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
To-morrow, and Standing Order No. XX XIX. to be considered in order to 
its being dispensed with 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.—Keturn of the number of steam 
trawlers registered at ports in the States of Western Europe in the yew 
1907 


D:3e13e3 of Animals Acts.—Report of proceedings as regards Ireland, for 
the year 1907 ... ees ons vbe sia se oes eee we 


Board of Education.—Statement showing for each secondary school in 
respect of which waive resolutions were passel by the lo: al education 
authority undar Article 43 of the Regulations for Secondary Schools, 1997, 
the articles which the Board were asked to waive, and their decision as 

regards each article... hig wi ” ; ase 


Treaty Series, No. 20 (1908.)—Agreement between the United Kingdom and 


Italy, respecting commercial travellers’ samples 


Miscellaaeous.—No. 5 (1908). Further correspondence palin: me 
Second Peace Conference, held at the Hague in 1907 [Cd. 4081.) No. 
(1908), Final act of the Second Peace ‘Conferences, and conventions a 
declarations annexed thereto ... 


\ 


Trade Reports: Annual Series.—No. 4074. Peru ... 
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Basutoland.—Report of proceedings of the Basutoland National Council, 
1908, and correspondence as to affairs of Basutoland wie = eee 


Natal.—Further correspondence relating to native affairs in Natal. Despatch 
from the Governor of Natal forwarding a Bill to make special provision 
for the trial of natives accused of certain crimes 


Customs.—Fifty-second Report of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs 


Marriages, Births and wane sateen —Annual Report of the Registrar- 
General ae an ‘ be ‘as ; 23 


Evictions (Ireland).—Return of Evictions in Ireland for the quarter ended 
40th June, 1908 ae Sos es “s 


Queen’s College, Galway.—Annual Report of the President ... 
Queen’s College, Cork.—Annual Report of the President 
Post Office.—Fifty-fourth Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post Office 


Meteorlogical Committee.—Third Annual Report for the year ended 31st 
Mareh, 1908. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered %o lie upon the ‘Table Ave 


Lunacy. -—Return to the Lord Chancellor of the number of visits made and 
the number of patients seen by the several Commissioners in Lunacy 


Bankruptcy.—Twenty-fifth General Annual Report by the Board of Trade, 
under Section 131 of the gry 4 Act, 1883. General Rule, made 
pursuant to the Bankruptey Acts, 1883 and 1890, Warrants and Arrests 
under Section 27 of the Bankruptey Act, 1883 


Mines and Quarries (Fire at meen mma Report by R. ALS. 
Redinayne, Esq. ex ; me - 


High Court of Justice and Court of Appeal, etc.- es showing the 
receipt s and expenditure in respect of the High Court of Justice and the 
Court of Appeal 


Superannuation.- -Return for the year ended 31st March, 1908, of the Army 
and Navy Officers permitted under Rule 2 of the Regulations drawn up 
under Section 6 of the “Superannuation Act, 1887,” to hold civil employ- 
ment of profit under public departments 


Land Registry. —Account of receipts and payments in respect of the Land 
Registry, for the year ended 31st Mareh, 1908 ose ose - 


Clergy (West Indies).—Return of the amount payable on 5th January 1908, 
out of the Consolidated Fund for Ecclesiastical purposes in the West Indies. 
Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the Table 


Ireland (Proclaimed Counties).—Return respecting ; laid before the House, 
and to be printed, |No, 184.] : “ oe or iss _ 

Finance Bill.—Brought from the Commons ; read 1s; to be printed ; and to 
be read 2* on Wedne ssday next.—(The Earl of Crewe.) [No, 185] 
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Safety of Life at Sea. 

06 Lord Muskerry — ... oes _ aed exe nee ice .. 408 
Moved to resolve, “That, in the opinion of this House, the modified 
regulations which have been adopted recently by the Board of Trade 
06 in respect to the qualifying time in charge of a watch required of 
, those candidates for Board of Trade certificates as mate or master 
06 who have served an apprenticeship on approved sea-going training 


| vessels are a departure from assurances given in this House by the 
Board of Trade, and that it is desirable that the new regulations 
should be withdrawn before they can become in any way operative.” — 





” (Lord Muskerry.) 
Lord Hamilton of Dalzll ... fae a cea det Kat sce GRO 
06 | Lord Lyveden des “a aes sea nit aed ae tau 
The Marquess of Salisbury ... vas ne ied ‘eid we ox Aa 
06 Lord Muskerr a aa eee aes ads “és oe one ae 
y 
” Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
JY 
07 Cavalry for Scotland. 
The Earl of Rosebery eye vr see am bas aay exe «ODM 
| The Under-Secretary of State for Scotland (Lord Lueas) ... oes w- 024 
97 Deputy-Lieutenancies. 
, The Earl of Rosebery 725 
Lord Lucas ... ane es os dus ee aes wat 726 
07 Lord Ashbourne... owe ose ions ia eas ‘an 727 
Isle of Man (Customs Duties) Bill. [Seconp Reapine.|—Order of the day 
for the Second Reading read. 
Lord Denman oe ve ree ade ii 127 
” Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2*.”—(Lord Denman.) 
On Question, Bill read 2°, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
07 House To-morrow. 
Seed Potatoes and Seed Oats Supply (Ireland) Bill. [Seconp ReapIN«.} 
| —Order of the Day for Second Reading read, 
Or | Lord Denman ua ia an aaa ats as 728 
Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2*.”—(Lord Denman.) 
On Question, Bill read 2*, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 
( 7 . 
7 Whale Fisheries (Ireland) Bill. [Seconp Reapina. |}—Order of the day for 
the Second Reading read. 
OT | Lord Denman 728 


| Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2*.”—(Lord Denmun.) 
On Question, Bill read 2*, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
os of House To-morrow. 


Polling Arrangements (Parliamentary Boroughs) Bill. —House in Com 


08 | mittee (according to Order). 
(Lord BaLrour of BurLEtan in the Chair. } 
08 Clause 1 agreed to. 


VOL. CXCIII. [FourtH SERIEs. | d 








] 
July 27.] 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Clause 2 : 
The Earl of Donoughmore ... ove 
Amendment moved — 


“Tn page 1, line 13, after the word ‘ thereof’ to insert the words, 
‘Provided that the local authority, within the meaning of the same 
section in the City of London, shall be the mayor, aldermen, and 
commons of the City of London in Common Council assembled.’ ”’— 
(The Earl of Donoughmore.) 

Viscount Midleton ... 
Earl Beauchamp ... ene 
The Earl of Donoughmore ... 


On Question, Amendment negatived. 
Clause 2 agreed to. 
Remaining clause agreed to, and Bill reported without Amendment. 


Moved, “ That the Standing Committee be negatived.”—(Viscownt Midleton.) 
The Earl of Halsbury 


The Secretary of State for the Colonie 8 (The ‘Earl of of Crewe) 
Viscount Midleton ... 


On Question, Standing Sanus aadiall and Bill to be read 3* To- 
morrow. 


Telegraph (Construction) Bill.—House in Committee (according to Order). 


[Lord BaLrour of BurLeiGH in the Chair.] 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3: 
The Earl of Granard 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, lines 6 and 7, to leave out the words, “in whom 

such land is vested or.’ "(The Earl of Granard), 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment moved— 

“Tn page 2, line 8, after the word ‘remains’ to insert the words 
‘Provided that if such consent is withheld or any condition is attached 
thereto to which the Postmaster-General objects, a difference shall be 
deemed to have arisen between the Postmaster-General and that 
person, and sections three, four, and five of the Telegraph Act, 1878, 
shall apply accordingly as if it were a difference arising under that 
Act.’”—(The Earl of Granard). 
Viscount Midleton ... ou 

Amendment moved to the Amendment— 


“To insert, after the words ‘ Provided that,’ the words ‘in cases 
where such land is not vested in the London County Council.’ ”— 
(Viscount Midleton). 


The Earl of Granard _... 

The Marquess of Lansdowne 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 3, as amended, agreed to, 
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Remaining Clauses agreed to. 


Bill recommitted to the Standing Committee, and to be printed, as 
amended. [No. 186.] 


— (Consolidation) Bill—House in Committee (according to 
raer). 


{Lord BALFour of BURLEIGH in the Chair. ] 
The Lord Chancellor (Lord Loreburn) 


Moved, “That the Amendments agreed to by the Joint Committee be 
inserted.” —(7he Lord Chancellor.) 

On Question, Amendments agreed to. 

Standing Committee negatived. The Report of the Amendments to be 
received on Wednesday next. 

Married Women’s Property Bill.—{Seconp Reapina.]|—Order of the 

day for the Second Reading read. 
The Earl of Stradbroke Fre eek caine r 

Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2*."—(The Earl of Stradbroke) 
The Earl of Halshury 
Lord Allendale ae ad oes aad ete ree 

Moved, “That the debate be adjourned.” —(The Earl of Stradbroke.; 

On Question, Motion agreed to, and debate adjourned till To-morrow. 


Polling Districts and Registration of Voters (Ireland) Bill.—{Srconp 
ReapineG.|—Order of the day for the Second Reading read. 
Lord Marchamley ... ore dea “a rer ia 
Moved, ‘That the Bill be now read 2°.”—(Lord Marchumley.) 
Lord Ashbourne 
Lord Denman tee eee ee ee eee eee eee 
On Question, Bill read 2, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 


University of Durham Bill.—{Srconp Reapine. |—Order of the Day for the 
Second Reading read. 
Viscount Ridley... wire nee ‘a ene oo 
Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2*.”—(Viscount Ridley.) 
On Question, Bill read 2", and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 


Polling Arrangements (Parliamentary Boroughs) Bill.—House in 
Committee (according to order). An Amendment moved, and negatived ; 
Bill reported without Amendment ; Standing Committee negatived ; and 


Bill to be read 3* To-morrow ... 
Tobacco Growing (Scotland) Bill—Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed... ees as “ee Sus éys ea ‘aie ite sah 
Municipal Franchise (Mercantile Corporations and Companies) Bill 


{H.1.]|—Commons Bill [u.L.|.—Amendments reported (according to 
order), and Bills to be read 3* To-morrow ee Pv é4 ase 
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Goroners (Ireland) Bill.— Provisional Orders (Procedure) Bill [{1.1.]}.— 
Amendments reported (according to order), and Bills to be read 3° To- 
morrow ... see 


Wild Birds Bill.—Read 3° (according to order), and passed ... 


Costs in Criminal Cases Bill.—House in Committee (according to Order) 
Bill reported without Amendment ; Standing Committee negatived ; mt 
Bill to be read 3* To-morrow ... 


Irish Universities Bill. [Seconp Rerapine].—Order of the Day for the 
Second Reading read. 
The Earl of Camperdown ... 
The Earl of Crewe ... . 


Moved “That the Bill be now read 2* The Eurl oC re “ 


Lord Ashbourne ‘ 

Lord Cranmore and Browne 

Lord Clonbrock exe 

Lord Macdonell of Stinford on ~ en 

The Earl of Muyo ... ssi oes ea wae 

Lord Killanin : wee ne oe ; 

The Earl of Dononghmore . ae 

The Marquess of Lansdowne 

The Under-Secretary of State for Foreign A ffiuirs (Lovd Fit: maurice) 


On Question, Bill read 2*, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Thursday next. 


House adjourned at five minutes before Twelve o'clock, till To- 
morrow, a quarter past Four o'clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: MONDAY, 27TH JULY, 1908. 


The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS [LORDS] STANDING ORDERS APPLICABLE THERETO 
COMPLIED WITH).—Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(Cornwall, etc.) Bill [Lords]. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time To-morrow 


SALMON, TROUT, AND RivER TWEED FISHERIES BILL (STANDING ORDERS 
APPLICABLE THERETO NOT COMPLIED WITH).—Salmon, Trout and River 
'I'weed Fisheries Bill. 

Ordered, That the Report Le referred to the Select Committee on Standing 
Orders i 


South-Western ore =e Bill.-——Lords’ Amendments considered, 
and agreed to ... cn “<a ne aes ant 


Ammanford Urban District Council Water Bill {LonpDs} (King’s Consent 
signified).—Bill read the third time, and passed, with Amendments oe 
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Great Northern, Piccadilly, and seteaaiin tits Bill cae — 


As amended, considered 

Ordered, That Standing _ 223 wl 243 be umeaen wi that the 
Bill be now read the third time. —(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 

Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed, with Amendments 


Keighley Corporation Bill {Lorps].—As amended, considered ‘ls 
Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 243 be suspended, and that the 
Bill be now read the third time.—(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed, with Amendments 


Metropolitan Electric Tramways Bill [Lorps].—As amended, considered ; 
Amendment made. 
Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 243 be suspended, and that the 
Bill be now read the third time.—(Lhe Chuirman of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed, with Amendments 


Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and Water Bill {[Loxps].—As amended, 
considered. 

Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 243 be suspended, and that the 

Bill be now read the third time.—(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed, with Amendments 


Thames River Steamboat Service Act (1904) Amendment Bill | Lorps]. 
—As amended, considered ; a Clause added ; Bill to be read the third time 


Wath and Bolton Gas Board Bill [Lorps].—As amended, considered. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 243 be suspended, and that tho 
Bill be now read the third time.—(7'he Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Bill according read the third time, and passed with Amendments ... 


River Wandle Protection Bill {Lorps].—Read a second time, and committed. 

Ordered, That Standing Orders 82, 211, 236, and 237 be suspended, and 

that the Committee on the Bill have leave to sit and proceed To- 
morrow.—(Zhe Chairman of Ways und Means.) ... waa 


Blackburn Corporation Bill (By Orprer).—Lords Amendments considered, 
and agreed to sas ies ‘ne on ax “re ois 


Crystal Palace donne Bill | Lorvs].—Ordered, ‘That Standing Orders 211 
and 236 be suspended, and that the Committee of Selection have leave to 
appoint the Committee on the Bill to sit and proceed forthwith.—(Z/u 
Chuivinan of Ways and Meuns.)... ae xe 


STANDING ORDERS (PRIVATE BusiNess.)—Standing Order 26* was read, and 
amended, in line 2, by leaving out the words “ the Plans and Sections,” and 
by inserting the words “so “much of the Plans and Sections as relates tu 
tha portion of the work by which the banks, foreshore, or river-bed may be 
affected.” 

And in line 12, by leaving out the words “ the river is subject to ¢ 
Board of Conservators,” and by inserting the words “ there be a Board of 
Conservators constituted for the conservancy of the river.’ 


Standing Order 82 was read, and amended, in line 5, by leaving out 
the words “an such Copies shall be,” and by adding at the end of the 
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Standing Order, the words “together with Copies of the estimates and 
statements deposited in accordance with Standing Order 36a (if any).” 
Standing Order 172 was read, and amended, in line 11, by inserting 
after “ 36a,” the words “or under General Order made in pursuance of the 
Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899.” 
Standing Order 173a was read, and amended, in lines 30 and 31, by 
leaving out the words “and shall be circulated with the Votes.” 


175a. Ordered, That notice in writing of any Bill relating to England 
or Ireland, and containing provisions whereby any application of the 
property of any charity not authorised by the Lands Clauses Consolidation 
Acts, shall be directed, or the patronage or the constitution of any charity, 
or the right of any charity to any property, shall be affected, or setting up 
or taking power to set up or to take over or interfere in the management 
of any school or other educational foundation or institution, or to levy any 
rate or raise money for any such purpose, shall be given to the Attorney- 
General for England or Ireland, as the case may be, and no such Bill shall 
be taken into consideration by the Committee on the Bill until the House 
has received a Report from the Attorney-General on such Bill, and such 
Report shall stand referred to the Committee on the Bill. 

Resolved, That this Order be a Standing Order of this House. 

Standing Order 188a was read, and amended, in line 4, by leaving out 
the words “and circulated with the Votes.” 

Standing Order 220 was read, and amended, in lines 2 and 3, by leav- 
ing out the words “and circulated with the Votes.”—(7he Chairman of 
Ways and Means.) vee 


RETURNS, REPORTS, Etc. 
Natal.—Despatch from the Governor of Natal forwarding a Bill to make Special 
Provision for the Trial of Natives accused of certain crimes ; to lie upon 
the Table; sc 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.—Return of the number of Steam 
Trawlers registered at Ports in the States of Western steel to lie upon 
the Table wee we ose eee sus ein se 


Queen’s College, Cork.—Report of the President for the Session 1907-8, 
with Appendices, to lie upon the Table as “ae - an 


Queen’s College, Galway. Rinne of the President for the Session 1907— 
to lie upon the Table ... Kes ws “ne ne sie wes 


Meteorological Committee.—Third Report of the Meteorological Committee 
to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, for the year ending 
31st March, 1908; to lie upon the Table er ais see aes oe 


Post Office.—lF te -fourth ~— of the Postmaster-General ; to lie upon 


the Table 
Public Income and  dioeetiiliatns —Return Ot relative thereto; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No, 258.] ‘ - te 


Civil List Pensions.—Return presented, relative thereto; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 259.] we et as ets 


Land Registry.—Account of Receipts and Payments in respect of the Land 
Registry ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 260. 
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Clergy (West Indies).—Return of the Amount payable on 5th January, 1908, 

out of the Consolidated Fund for Ecclesiastical purposes in the West Indies ; 

to lie upon the Table ... a ode 810 
Superannuation Act, 1887.—Return for the year ended 31st March, 1908, 

of the Army and Navy Officers permitted, under Rale 2 of the Regulations 

drawn up under Section 6 of the Act, to hold civil employment or profit 

under Public Departments; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 

[No. 261.] _— wee me bee and ae wr << 
Papers Lap Upon THE TABLE BY THE CLERK OF THE House—Caledonian 

Canal.—One-hundred-and-third Report of the Commissioners, to be printed. 

[No. 262.] 
Lunacy.—Return of the Lord Chancellor of the number of visits made and the 
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Natal Indemnity Bill ds hss oe ae an ide aie ae 
Dinizulu’s Trial ss 

Alleged Flogging of Witnesse 3CS 

Martial Law in Natal—Indemnity Bill 
Dinizulu’s Chieftainship it — 
Land in Zululand—Alleged Breaches of Faith 
Legal Status of Zulus 

Shipping Claims against Russia 

The Case of Mr. Luxenbarg 

San Thome Cocoa Industry 
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Confidential Documents as Waste — 
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Marine Insurance ... ase . 
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Meat Supply—The Proposed Inquiry 
London Electricity Bills ms ees 
Wales and Post Office Clothing Cantina 
Newcastle-under-Lyme—Postal Pay 


Coal Mines (Eight Hours) Bill.—Point of Order 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES).—Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection ; Report to lie upon the Table 


Local Government Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill—Reported, with 
Amendments [Provisional Order Confirmed]; Report to lie — the 
Table. Bill, as amended, to be considered ‘To-morrow ; 

MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to—Macclesfield nil 
District Tramways (Abandonment) Bill ; London County Council (Money) 
Bill, without Amendment ; Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill; Sligu 
and Arigna Railway Bill; London United Tramways Bill ; Nottingham- 
shire and Derbyshire Tramways (No. 2) Bill; Holderness Water Bill, with 
Amendments... ene os a ove 


NEW BILL. 
Factory and Workshop Act (1901) Amendment (No. 2) Bill.—To be 


read a second time upon Friday, and to be printed. [Bill 343. | 
New Writ.—New Writ for the Borough of Shoreditch (Haggerston Division), 
in the room of Sir William Randal Cremer, , deceased.— (Mr. Joseph Peuse.) 
Supply (18th Allotted Day.) 
Considered in Committee.) 


(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. | 
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Army Estimates, 1908-9. 


1. Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the sum, not ex- 
ceeding £840,000, be granted to His Majesty, to defray the Expense of 
the Pay, Bounty, ete., of the Special Reserves and Militia to a number not 
exceeding 132,737, including 2,000 Militia Reserve), which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 19V9.” 

The Secretary of State for War (Mr. Haldane, en 

Mr. Ashley (Luncas hire, Blackpool) ‘ 

Mr. € arte nay- Warner (Staffordshire, L ichfield) . did <a 
Motion made and Question put, “That a sum not onmntins £339,900 be 

granted for the said service.”---(Mr. Ashley.) 

Mr. Guy Baring (Winchester)... 

Captain Faber (Hampshire, Andover)... 

Mr, W. Nicholson (Hampshire, Petersfield) 

Lord Joicey-Cecil (Lincolnshire, Stamford) 

Captain Morrison-Bell (Devonshire, Ashlurton) 

Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of London) 

Mr. Hunt (Shropshire, Ludlow) .. i a I< be Pie 

The Financial Seeretary to the War Offer (Mv. Acland, Yorkshire, 
Richmond) aie 

Mr. Carliste (Herts, St. Albans) 

Captain Morrison-Bell 

Mr. Belluirs (L Lynn Regis) 

Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 77; Noes, 231. (Division List No. 224.) 
Original Question put, and agreed to. 


Civil Service Estimates, 1908-9. Class II. 


2. Motion made and Question proposed, “ That a sum, not exceeding 


£40,530, be granted to His Majesty to complete the sum necessary to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1209, for the Salaries and Expenses of 
the Department of His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs.” 

Mr. A. Ponsonby (Stirling Burghs) 

Mr. Lynch (Yorkshire W.R., Liipon) eee eee 

Sir Charles W. Dilke en Forest of Di (nh) 

Eurl Perey (Aensington, S.) ns ea ede ie wa 

The Secretiiry of Stuls for Foreign “Affairs (Sin Edward Grey, Nocthumber- 
lund, Berwick) ... 

Sir Gilbert Paver (Grave Se vill Be 

Dr. Rutherford (Midi llesex, Brentford) 

Sir F. Banbury (City of London) 

Sir Edward Grey. a 

Mr. Rees (Montgomery Bore ughs) 

Sir William Bull nn 

Siw Edicard (rey 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolutions to be reported. 


CLASS I. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That a sum not exceeding 
£37,000 (including a Supplementary sum of £5,000), be granted to His 
Majesty, to complete the sum necessary to defray the charge which will 
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come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of 
March, 1909, for Houses of Parliament Buildings.” 


And, it being Eleven of the Clock, the Chairman left the Chair to 
make his Report to the House. 


Resolutions to be reported upon Wednesday ; Committee also report 
Progress ; to sit again ‘To-morrow. 
Evicted Tenants (Ireland) Bill [Lorps]. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1 
Mr. William Rutherford (Liverpool, West Derby) ove oo 
Amendment proposed. 
“In page 1, line 9, after the word ‘consent’ to insert the words 
‘voluntarily and without intimidation.’ ”—(Mr. William Rutherford.) 
Question proposed, “That those words be there inserted.” 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) owe 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Birrell eee 
Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 1, line 13, to leave out from the word ‘Commission * to 
the end of the clause.’ ” 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the Bill.” 
Mr. Walter Lon q (Dublin, Pe) .) 
Mr. W illiam Rutherford . 


Question, “ That the words pr see to be left out stand part of the clause, 
put, m- negatived. 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 2 and 3 agreed to. 


Bill reported ; as amended, to be considered ‘To-morrow. 


Companies Bill | Loxps]. 
Considered in Conmittee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1: 
Mr. Rawlinson (( ‘wil ridge Unive ysiti/) 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 1, line 5, after the word ‘ Possession,’ to insert the 
words ‘to which this Act applies, and’ ”—(Jr, Ravwlinson.) 
Question proposed, “That those words be there inserted.” 
The Pavliamentury Secretury to the Board vl Trade (Sir I. Kearley, 


Devonport) ane ne : sc eee ° 
Mr. William Rutherford ... ose ees ove ee ee . 


Amendment negatived. 
Mr. William Rutherford... acetate 
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Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 9, after the word ‘1907,’ to insert the words 
‘and complied with all the other requirements of Section thirty-five, 
including an address to which all notices or processes may be sent or 
served in accordance with such section, and continues from time to 
time to comply therewith. ”—(Mr. William Rutherford.) 
Question proposed, “‘ That those words be there inserted.” 





! 

( Sir IT. Kearley... me roe ie 7 oa wits in oe 
Mr. William Rutherford... << as oe » eee 997 
i Mr. Markham (Notts, Mans field) . : ae éds sxe a .-- 998 
t Sir H. Kearley me eae ane “és aa ies aan re 
Mr. William Rutherford ... sind dia seis Su ‘ii ... 1,000 
i Question put. 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 32; Noes, 168. (Division List No. 225.) 


Clause 2 : 

Question put, “ That the clause stand part of the Bill.” 

The Committee proceeded to a division. 

Mr. JosepH PASE and the MASTER of ELIBANK were appointed Tellers for 
the Ayes, and, there being no Members willing to act as Tellers for 
ihe Noes, the Chairman declared that the Ayes had it. 

Clause agreed to. 

Bill reported, without Amendment; read the third time, and passed, 
without Amendment. 


Public Works Loans Bill. 








= 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “That Clause 1 stand part of 
the Bill.” 
Mr. William Rutherford whe eC aan Per .-- 1003 
The Financial Secretary to the Treasury ( Mr. Hobhouse, Bristol, E.) — ... 1003 
Mr. William Rutherford ... es tn he te ... 1004 
Clause agreed to. 
Clause 2: 
Mr. William Rutherford ... saa oe awe a ey ... 1004 
Mr. Hobhouse mete eee aan Sie a aie eee ... 1006 
Clause agreed to. 
Mr. William Rutherford ... aa aa a re a ... LOOG 


Clauses 3, 4, and 5 agreed to. 
Clause 6: 
Amendment proposed—- 

“In page 4, line 1, to leave out the words ‘ any of the purposes 
for which, and to insert the words ‘the acquisition of land or the 
purchase, erection, construction, alteration, or enlargement of any 
building or permanent work by.’ ’n -(Mr. Hobhouse.) 


Question proposed, ‘That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


a pete 


—— 


Question put, and negatived, 
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Question put, “ That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr, William Rutherford ... ns $06 ove ove ove wee 1007 
Amendment to the proposed Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. William Rutherford... ree a ee 36 axe sos. F008 
Amendment proposed to the proposed hdiciaibiiiia, 
“After the word ‘by’ to insert the words ‘or for’ ”—(Mr, 
William Rutherford.) 
nie proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 
*, Hobhouse a + en se . ‘ oes eee 1009 
quam to the proposed uanilieiiaii by as siitbiies awn, 
Original Question put, and agreed to. 
Amendments proposed— 


“Tn page 4, line 3, to leave out the words ‘is for the time being 
authorised by,” and to insert the words ‘in pursuance of.’ 


” 


“In page 4, line 51, to leave out the words ‘to borrow.’ ”— 
(Mr. Hobhouse.) 


Amendments agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Schedule : 
Mr. William Rutherford... aes -- “se ace ave soe. SOLD 
Schedule agreed to. 
Bill reported ; as amended, to be considered this day. 
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1: 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2: 
Question proposed, “ That the clause stand part of the Bill.” 
Mr. Connor O'Kelly (Mayo, N.) ... ai Ras oe wos FOL 
Sir A. Acland-Hood (Somerset, IV ellington) nn wh Sc ... 1012 
Motion made, and Question put, nad yo : the Chairman do report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again.” —(Sir A. Acland-Hood.) 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 34; Noes, 137. (Division List No. 226.) 
Clause agreed to. 
Schedule. 
Mr Everett (Suffolk, Woodbridge) re 
Amendment proposed-— 
“Tn page 7, to leave out lines 7 and &.”—(Mr. Everett.) 
Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the schedule.” 
The President of the Local Government Boird (Mr. John Burns, Batte rsea) 1017 
Mr. Hicks Beach (Gloucestershire, Tewkeshury) ... ‘ise oe ss BOIS 
Mr Courthope (Sussex, Rye) sip ise mre ai ee ..- 1019 
Mr. Younger (Ayr Burghs) eee see see eee see we BOZI 
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Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Sir Samuel Scott (Marylebone, W.) 


Motion made, and Question put, “ That the Chairman do report Progress ; 
and ask leave to sit again.” —(Sir Samuel Scott.) 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 32 ; Noes, 135. (Division List No. 227.) 


lxiii 


Page 


. 1021 


Sir Samuel Scott oes 1083 
Mr. Acland * ui aes . 1023 
Mr. Luttrell (Devonshire, Tavistock) 1023 


Amendment proposed— 
“In page 4, to leave out lines 29 and 30.”——-(Mr. Luttrell.) 


Question proposed, “That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the schedule.” 


Mr. John Burns . 1026 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Vr. Mackarness (Berkshire, Newbury)... 1026 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 4, to leave out line 13."—(Mr. Muckarness.) 
Mr. Cathcart Wason (Orkney and Shetland.) 
Mr. Markham (Nottinghamshire, Munsfield ... 1028 
Mr. John Burns exe ris =o ca OST 
Mr. Catheart Wason . 1036 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Rainsay Macdonald . 1037 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 4, to leave out lines 41 and 42.°—-Mr. Lainsay 
Macdonald.) 
(Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the schedule.” 
Mr. Maddison (Burnley) ... ... 1042 
Mr. John Burns... sce 5088 
Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tyatvil) ... 1045 
Mr, William Rutherford oad .-- 1046 
Mr. John Ward (Stoke-on-Trent) ween NOSE 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. J. MacVeagh (Down, S.) ... 1050 
Mr. Hobhouse : ate . 1053 
Schedule agreed to. 
Bill reported to the House without Amendment. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Bill be now read a third 
time.” 
Mr. A MucVeagh eee ‘ 1054 
Mr. fHobhouse ‘ . 1055 
Mr. John Ward 1055 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read the third time, and passed. 











Ixiv TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
July 27.) Page 
Naval Marriages Bill. 

Considered in Committee. 

Clause | 

Clause agreed to. 





Clause 2: 


Mr. William Rutherford... ‘a ie aia ys ne .»- 1056 
The Parliamentary Secretary to thi Treasury (Mr. Pa a. Pease, Kssea, 
—— Walden) : ary soe va we ... 1056 
Mr. Carlile (Hertfordshire, 8 Albans) one - ssw SODE 
Thi ee psa to the nai (Dr. Mucnamara, Camber. 
well, V.) aba is , _ _ is FOOT 


Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 3, 4, 5 and 6 agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendment to the House, read the third time, and 
passed 

Agricultural Holdings Bill {Lorps]. 

Considered in Committee. 

Clause 1: 
Mr. William Rutherford ele .-» 1059 
The Treasurer of the Household (Sir Biased Sevache Ys Seman sets hire, S.) 1059 

Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 3 to 41 agreed to. 

Clause 42: 

Amendment proposed — 

“In page 20, line 41, at end, to insert the words ‘ Provided that 
where such a tenancy was a tenaney from year to year the compensation 
payable in respect of an improvement comprised in the Third Schedule 
to this Act shall be such (if any) as could have been claimed if this 
Act had not been passed.’ ”—(sir Edward Strachey.) 

Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. Carlile wen ne eee ie us ee ea eco 2000 
Sir Edward Strachey wae a wwe kes Ste —_ .-- 1059 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Remaining clauses agreed to. 
Schedules agreed to. 
Bill reported with an Amendment ; as amended to be considered to-morrow. 
Tuberculosis Prevention (Ireland) Bill._-Order for Committee read, and 
discharged. Lill committed to a Standing Committee.—(MVr. J. A. Pease.) 1060 
Navy and Army Expenditure, 1906-7. 
Considere 1 in Committee. 
({n the Committee.) 
J. Whereas it appears by the Navy Appropriation Account for the year 
ended 31st day of March, 1907, and the statement appended thereto, 
that the aggregate expenditure on Navy Services has not exceoded 
the aggregate sums appropriated for those Services, but that, as shown 
in the Schedule hereto appended, the total differences between the 
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Exchequer Grants for Navy Services and the net expenditure are as 
follows, viz. : 


£ a d. 

Total Surpluses_— - - - - - 1,041,698 8 7 
Total Deficits . - 644,285 12 7 
Net Surplus - - - - £397,412 16 0 





And whereas it is expedient that the application of so much of the 
said total surpluses on certain Grants for Navy Services as is necessary to 
cover the said total deficits on other Grants for Navy Services be 
sanctioned. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘That the application of 
such sums be sanctioned.’ —(Mr. Hobhouse.) 


Mr. William Rutherford aia xa ae “aa nee “da vee 1OGS 
Dr. Mucnamara ... oe wai ais wre aa ad ..- 1063 
Mr. William Rutherford ... ue vr ae wis ree ... 1063 
Mr. John Ward... tal ve ae oa sai ee ... 1064 


{Juestion put, and agreed to. 


II. Whereas it appears by the Army Appropriation Account for the 
year ended the 3lst day of March, 1907, and the statement appended 
thereto, that the aggregate expenditure on Army Services has not exceeded 
the Aggregate sums appropriated for those Services, but that, as shown in 
the Schedule hereto appended, the total differences between the Ex- 
cheyuer Grants for Army Services and the net expenditure are as follows, 





viz. :— 
Pee em 
Total Surpluses - - : - 1,336,708 4 1 
Total Deficits . ‘ 42,029 13 4 
Net Surplus - - - £1,294,678 10 9 





And whereas it is expedient that the application of so much of the 
said total surpluses on certain Grants for Army Services as is necessary to 
cover the said total deficits on other Grants for Army Services be 
sanctioned. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the application of such 
sums be sanctioned.—( Mr, Hobhouse.) 


Mr. Carlile ive eee er ata ia ose eae ..» 1067 
The Financial Secretary to the War Ofice (Mr. Acland, Yorkshire, 
Richmond) ave wee asa es wie .» 1067 


 - Question put, and agreed to. 
Resolution to be reported to-morrow. 


Whereupon Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER, pursuant to the Order of the House of 
10th July, adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at Two minutes after Four o’clock a.m. 
VOL. CXCIII. [Fourtu Series. | ¢ 
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HOUSE OF LORDS: TUESDAY, 28TH JULY, 1908. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Dover Graving Docks Bill.—The King’s consent signified ; and Bill reported 
with Amendments . ve es oes 


Marriages Provisional Order Bill; Usk Fisheries Provisional Order Con- 
firmation Bill; Wye Fisheries P rovisional Order Bill. —Reported, without 
Amendment, and re-committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
To-morrow 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 10) Bill ; Local 
Government Provisional Order (No. 11) Bill—Reported, with Amend- 
ments, and re-committed to a Committee of the Whole House forthwith ... 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 2) Biil ; Local Goverment Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) Bill; Local 
Government Provisional Order (No. 8) Bill_—Reported, without Amend- 
ment, and re-committed to a Committee of the Whole House forthwith ... 


Ammanford Urban District Council Water Bill [u.L.]; Great Northern, 
Piceadilly, and Brompton Railway Bill [H.1.| ; Keighley Corporation Bill 
|H.1..|; Metropolitan Electric Tramways Bill [H.L.]; Rhymney and Aber 
Valleys Gas and Water Bill [H.L.]; Wath and Bolton Gas Board Bill [1.1.}. 
—Returned from the Commons agreed to, with Amendments. The said 
Amendments considered, and agreed to 


South West Suburban Water Bill; Blackburn Corporation Bill.—Returned 


from the Commons with the Amendments agreed to 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill [1.L.|.—Commons 
Amendments to be considered To-morrow 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No, 2) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) Bill—House in Committee (according to order). Bills reported 
without Amendment. Standing Committce negatived, and Bills to be read 
3° To-morrow 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Local Government 
Provisionai Orders (No. 6) Bill—-House in Committee (according to order) 
The Amendments proposed by the Committee made. Standing Committee 
uegatived. The Report of Amendments to be received to-morrow, and 
Standing Order No XXXIX. to be considered in order to its being 
dispensed with ... - 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No 7) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Order (No. 8) Bill.--House in Committee (according to order). 
Bills reported without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived, and 
Bills to be 3* To-morrow 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 10) Bill ; Local Government Provisional Order (No. 
11) Bill.--House in Committee (according to order). The Amendments pro- 
posed by the Committee made. Standing Committe negatived. The Report 
of Amerdments to be received to-morrow, and Standing Order No. XX XIX, 
to be considered in order to its being dispensed with 
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Gas and Water Orders Confirmation Bill [.L.]; Gas Orders Confirmation 


Bill {a.1. }.-Commons Amendments considered cae to order), and 
agreed to 


Lanark Corporation (Extension of Boundaries, etc.) a Confirmation 
Bill.—Read 3* (according to order), and passed 


Edinburgh and District Water Order Confirmation Bill ae 3" 


(according to order), and passed, and sent to the Commons 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill [H.1.]; Pier and Har- 
hour Provisional Order (No. 3.) Bill [H.L.].—-Commons Amendment con- 
sidered (according to order), and agreed CO ccc 


PETITIONS. 

Old-Age Pensions Bill——Petition against proceeding with until the Report of 
the Royal Commission on the Poor Law has been issued ; read, and ordered 

to lie upon the Table 


Polling Arrangements (Parliamentary en ‘* Bill.—Petition against ; 


lxvii 
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... 1070 


.- 1071 


. 1071 


read, and ordered to lie upon the Table ww. 1071 
RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 
Merchant Shipping (Loss of Life).—Return showing the lives lost by wreck, 

drowning, or other accident ee ‘aie wnt Pr . 1071 
Commercial, No. 5 (1908) (Suez Canal).—Returns of Shipping and tonnage, 

1905, 1906, and 1907 oa we - ad , : «oe 1GE 
Local Government Board (Ireland),—Annual — 1071 
Irish Land Commission.-—Report of the Commissioners for the period from 

Ist April, 1907, to 31st March, 1908. 

Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table . 1071 
Pacific Cable Act, 1901 (Account 1907-1908).—-Account showing the money 
issued from the Consolidated Fund under the provisions of the Pacific 

Cable Act, 1901 aa ... 1071 
Battleships, Armoured Cruisers, and Destroyers.—Moved, that there be 

laid before the House a Return showing the comparative strength in First 

Class battléships less than twenty-five years old; armoured cruisers less 

than twenty years old ; and destroyers built and building of Great Britain, 

the United States of America, France, Germany, and Japan, on Ist April, 

1908 (The Earl of Vuwdor); agreed to, and ordered accordingly . 1072 
Companies Bill [1.1.].--Returned from the Commons agreed to . 1072 
Telegraph (Construction) Bill.—Reported from the Standing Committee 

without further Amendment. The Report of the Amendments made in 

Committee of the Whole House to be received on Thursday next . . 1072 
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill.—Brought from the Commons, and read 

1*; to be printed; and to be read 2° To-morrow (The Eurl of Crewe). 

[No. 187] , - ... 1072 
Naval Marriages Bill.--Brought from the Commons, and read 1*; to be 

printed ; and to be read 2* To-morrow (The Lord Granard (£. Granard) ). 

| No. 188] ‘ . 1072 
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Public Offices Sites (Extension) Bill.--House in Committee (according to 
order). The Amendments proposed by the Committee made. Standing 
Committee negatived, Then Standing Order No. XXXIX. considered 
(according to order), and dispensed with. Amendments reported ; Bill read 
3", with the Amendments, and passed, and returned to the Commons... 1072 


Old-Age Pensions Bill.—-Order of the Day for the House to be put into Com- 
mittee, read. 


Moved, “ That the House do now resolve itself into Committee.”—( Viscount 
Woleerhampton.) 


The Earl of Rosebery e ea aoe jie ne ite ice BOS 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


House in Committee accordingly. ° 

{Lord BALFour of BURLEIGH in the Chair. ] ° 

Ciause 1: 
The Lord Chancellor (Lord Loreburn) es es ine oe sos RODE 
The Marquess of Lunsdowne ove ose sue — a ... 1078 
The Earl of Hals bury es rr = “ee vas Se vcs 1082 
The Secretury of Stair nite the Colonies (The Eurl of Crewe) ies .. 1O84 
Eurl Cromer ees oes sas vee aes ate sco 2080 


Amendment moved— 

“In page 1, line 5, to insert at the beginning of the clause the 
words ‘ Until the thirty-first day of December one thousand nine hun- 
dred and fifteen.’ °—(ELurl Cromer.) 

On Question, “ That these words be here inserted,” 
Their Lordships divided :—Contents, 77 ; Not Contents, 45. 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 1, line 10, after the word ‘pension,’ to insert the words ‘ the 
person who is in receipt of a pension on the thirty-first day of December one 
thousand nine hundred and fifteen shall not be deprived of that pension by 
reason of the expiry of this Act.’ ”—(Earl Cromer.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to, 
The Duke of Devonshire... — one nee ove see wee 1094 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 1, line 15, after subsection (3) to insert the following new 
subsections :—‘(4) For the purposes of this Act there shall be opened an 
account at the Bank of England called “The Old-Age Pensions Account,” 
and there shall be paid to this account such money as may from time to time 
be provided by Parliament towards defraying the costs and expenses incurred 
in Great Britain in the execution of this Act, and all other sums received in 
respect of old-age pensions under this Act, and directed by regulations under 
this Act to be paid into the Old-Age Pensions Account. (5) The costs and 
expenses incurred in Great Britain in the execution of this Act shall be paid 
by the Local Government Board subject to regulations to be made by the 
Treasury out of the money standing to that account. (6) At the end of 
every financial year, accounts of the receipts and expenditure of the Old-Age 
Pensions Account shall be made up in such form and with such particulars as 
may be directed by the Treasury, and shall be audited by the Comptroller 
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and Auditor-General as public accounts in accordance with such regulations 
as the Treasury may make, and shall be laid before Parliament together with 
his report thereon.’”—(The Duke of Devonshire.) 
Viscount Wolverhampton... one ses ons aie “a ... 1096 
Viscount St. Aldwyn _ “ae ais de ai re cee LORE 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 1, as amended, agreed to, 
Lord Avebury ‘on ea oa es wi - ses .-- 1098 
Amendment moved— 
“ After Clause 1, to insert the following new clause: ‘ (1) A per- 
son born on the first day of January nineteen hundred and nine and a 
person who on that day is under sixty-tive years of age shall not be 
entitled to a pension under this Act. (2) The Treasury may make 
regulations enabling persons not entitled to pensions under this Act to 
provide the like pensions for themselves, and shall cause tables to be 
constructed for that purpose in which interest shall be calculated at 
the rate of four per cent. per annum. (3) Where a person, who on 
the first day of January nineteen hundred and nine is above the age of 
forty-one and under the age of sixty-five, desires to provide a pension 
for himself as aforesaid, but is unable to pay the full contribution that 
is required by the tab les from a person of his age, the Treasury may 
pay for him so much of that contribution as excee eds the contribution 
that is required by the tables from a person of the age of forty-one.’ 
-(Lord Avebury.) 


Viscount IPolv rhompton +e ena eee ave “a aia eee 1099 
Viscount Ridley are ai aa “aa “as aa ... 1099 
Lord 2 At}. “7Hbson eee . eee eee ese eee eee eee 1102 


Amendment moved to the pean ome _ 
‘To insert after the words ‘ as verified,’ the words ‘wherever 
practicable.’ ”°—(Lord Atkinson.) 


The Murquess of Lansdowne 0. ene ane eee ee 102 
Viscount Volverhumpton eae ‘ai “és as nae ane soe AIOE 
Viscount St. Aldwyn fe ae we eas aie as ... 1104 


On Question, Amendment to the po oe agreed to. 
On Question, Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 

Lord Avebury _ én wat — Kes <n = ot Se 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 1, line 22, after the word ‘ must, to insert the words 

‘satisfy the local pension committee that.’”—(Lord Avebury.) 

Viscount Wolverhampton ... mee eas wee ae ud .-- 1104 
On Question, Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
Consequential Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment moved— 


“Tn page 1, line 25, after the word ‘ Act,’ to insert the words ‘ and 


subject to any exceptions provided by these regulations.’ ”—(Viseount 
Wolverhumnton.) 

Viscount St. Aldwyn ata aus ae we aus ate eee 1105 
Viscount Wolverhampton... kaa me sat re da .-- 1106 


The Murquess of Lansdowne oie asi on a ae .-- 1106 
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Viseount I ‘olverhumpton... jes es “ee his or ... 1107 
The Marquess of Sulishury... es er dss net soo EOE 
The Under-Necretur 7 of State -_ Foreign A ffivirs (Lord Fitzmaurice)... 1108 
Lord Ashbourne oie se oe ‘in — .-. 1109 
Viscount St. Aldwyn ees cas — rrr wets ie ‘ve. EETO 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Lord Clinton ner nee _— sats Se wen mer ic SEB 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 1, line 26, after the word ‘ Kingdom,’ to insert the words 
‘and such regulation shall provide that a person shall not be disqualified 
by reason only of absence beyond the seas during the whole or part of 
the qualifying period, either on actual naval or military service on behalf 
of the Crown, or where his domicile in the United Kingdom is continu- 
ously retained in the performance of any duly arising from, or incidental 
to, any office, trade, service, or employment.’ ”—(Loid/ Clinton). 


Viscount Wolverhampton as occ eee eee eee cee ose 1 l 13 
Lord Zouch of Huaryngworth ess soe at re wow LEDS 
The Marquess of Lunsdowne Cie ae evs eos : ee 1114 
Viscount Wolverhampton geen ns nae me wae a ..» LES 
Viscount St Alidwiyn oo sue ren awe re . EERO 
Viscount Knuts ford. , F oe Eve eae ee ; . 1S 
The Marquess of Salisbury... oe on Fis ae ra . 1116 
The Marquess of Lunsdowne sey ais me sae ss . DES 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Lord Musk rry des soe geld oe cat er hei cae BRED 


Amendment moved 


“Tn page 1, line 26, after the word ‘Kingdom, to insert the 
words ‘in the case of all masters and seamen of British nationality, 
service at sea shall be deemed sufficient to constitute a residence under 
the terms of this Act.’ "—(Lord Muskerry.) 

Viscount Wolves rhampton one eee eee eee eee eee ] ] 17 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment moved— 


“Tn page 2, line 1, after the first ‘ the,’ to insert the word ‘ yearly.’ 
—(Viseount Wolve rhumpton.) 
On’ Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Lord Aw bury mie re see ive EERO 


i Amendment moved 
In page 2, line 1, to leave out the words ‘ means of the, and after 
the word ‘ person,’ to insert the words ‘ must satisfy the local pension 
committee that his means,’ ”——-(Lord Avebury.) 
On Question, Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 3: 


Viscount St. Aldwyn wis heli oe ney sce DEES 
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Amendment moved— 
“In page 2, line 7, to leave out the words ‘the 31st day of 
December, 1910, unless.’”—(Viscownt St. Aldwyn.) 
Viscount Wolverhumpton ... 
Viscount St. Aldwyn 
The Eurl of Cumperdoen ... 
Viscount Wolverhampton 
Thi Marquess of Lunsdowne 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Lord Clinton 
Amendment moved— 
“In page 2, line 17, after the word ‘ of,’ to insert the words ‘ the 


temporary or occasional maintenance of that person or by means of.’” 
—(Lord Clinton.) 


Viscount Wolverhampton 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Viscount Gosche Th see eee eee 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, line 30, to leave out the words ‘according to his 
ability, opportunity, and need, in order to insert the word ‘ diligently. a 
—{ VY; Si -in Goschen.) 


Lord Kitz maurice 
The Marque SS of p Sane oe ne 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Viscount Goschen 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, line 34, to leave out the word ‘for,’ and to insert the 
words ‘ during the last.’ ”—( Viscount Goschen.) 


Lord Fitzmaurice ... 
The Marquess of Nalis bury 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 2, lines 34 and 35, to leave out the words ‘up to 

attaining,’ and to insert the words ‘immediately his attainment of.’” 

—( Viscount Gosche N.) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to, 

Lord Saltown sa was ae re oi ‘ 
Amendment moved— 

“Tn page 2, line 17, to insert the following words ‘If the Court 
before whom he is convicted so orders.’ ”—( Lord Saltoun.) 

Viscount Wolverhampton eee 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 4 

Viscount St. Aldwyn 
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Amendment moved-— 


_ “In page 3, line 40, to leave out the words ‘ which, though capable 
of investment or profitable use, is not so invested or profitably used by 
him,’ and to insert the words ‘if such property, being at the time 
capable of realisation, were realised and invested in the purchase of a 
Government annuity for the Ilfe of such person. Provided that the 
house in which such person resides, and any furniture or effects neces- 
sary for its occupation, shall not be considered as property that could 
be realised for the purchase of such annuity.’ ”"—(Viscownt St. Alduyn.) 
Viscount Wolve rhampton 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Thi Marque Ss of Salishury 
Lord Fitzmaurice en 
The Murquess of Sulishiny 7] 
Th Ka rl of ( tn WE occ 
Viscount Ridley 


Amendment moved 


“In page 4, line 6, after the word ‘ person,’ to insert the words 
‘but this provision shall not include the value of the maintenance of a 
person by relatives who are by law compellable to maintain that  per- 
son. "—Viscount Ridley.) 
Lord Fitzmaurice 
Viscount Ridhi y 
Viscount St. Aldiyn 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Viscount Ridli y : 
The Marquess of Sulishury 
Viscount Wolverhampton 
Lord Sanderson ee ar 
The Marquess of Salishury 
Lord Fitzmaurice 

Viscount Ridley 


- eee eee 


Clause 4 agreed to. 
Clauses 5 and 6 agreed to. 
Clause 7 : 
Lord Atkinson gain are sb ens 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 5, line 11, after the word ‘question,’ to insert the 
following new subsection: ‘( ) If the pension committee after the 
receipt of the aforesaid report do not within the time prescribed proceed 
to give their decision on the claim or question so reported upon, the 
recommendation or opinion of the pension officer as expressed in his 
report shall, as far as practicable, be deemed and taken to be a decision 
of the pensions committee upon the same, and shall be acted upon and 
treated accordingly.’ ”—(Lord Atkinson.) 
Viscount Wolverhampton 


eee 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Amendment moved— 

“In page 5, line 20, after the word ‘them,’ to insert, ‘ If a local 
pension committee refuse or neglect to consider any claim for a pension 
or to determine any question within a reasonable time, any person 
who would have the right under this provision to appeal against the 
decision of the local persion committee may appeal as if the pensioa 
committee had given such a decision’ ”— (Viscount Wolverhumpton.) 

On question, Amendment agreed to. 
Lord Atkinson ane sai sa on - oe vn ove 
Amendment moved— 

“Tn page 5, line 20, to add the words, “That a member of the 
committee who disapproves of the decision shall be deemed to be a 
party aggrieved within the meaning of the Act.’”—(Lord Atkinson.) 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
On Question, clause, as amended, agreed to, 
Clause & : 
The Duke of Devonshir: 
Amendment moved — 

“In page 5, line 30, after the word ‘ county’ to insert the words 
‘and shall consist either wholly or partly of members of the appointing 
council, but the members of such council shall be a majority of the 
whole committee.’ ”—(The Duke of Devonshire.) 

Lord Fitzmaurice 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Viscount Midleton ... eee 
Amendment moved— 

* In page 5, line 30, after the word ‘county,’ to insert the words 
‘for the purpose of this sub-section the expression “ borough” means 
and includes a metropolitan borough and the City of London.’ ”— 
(Viscount Midleton.) 

Viscount Wolverhampton ... ee ree ea 

Viscount Midleton ... eee eee . = eee wee eee 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. 

The Duke of Devonshire... a at ae dei aa 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 5, to leave out lines 31, 32, and 33, and to insert the 
following new subsection: ‘The Local Government Board may have 
power to appoint such persons as they shall select, not exceeding three 
in number, to serve as ¢az-oficio members of any local pension com- 
mittee.’ ”— -( The Duke of Devonshire.) 

Lord Atkinson 


Lord Fitzmaurice... ate 
Lord Atkinson oe exe 
Viscount St. Aldwyn 
The Earl of Crews ia 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Lord Clinton ints swe wae an ua ses wee wae 
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Amendment moved— 
‘*To insert the words ‘Each local pension committee should he 
so constituted as to contain representatives of the other local author- 
ities within their area.’ ”—-(Lord Clinton.) 
Lord Fitzmaurice site aes 
The Marquess of Lansdowne 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
The Eurl of Muyo... 


Amendment moved—- 


od eee eee eee 


“In page 5, lines 37 and 38, to leave out the words ‘ either 
absolutely or wader such conditions as they think fit.’”—(Zhe Earl of 
Mayo.) 


Lord Fitzmanric Si 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

The Duke of Devonshire 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 5, line 40, after the word ‘ Act,’ to insert the words 
‘ other than the power to give a decision on a claim within the meaning 
of this Act.’ ”°—(Thv Duke of Devonshire.) 


Lord Fitzmaurice 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment moved— 

“In page 5, line 40, after the word ‘ Act,’ to insert the following 
new subsection: ‘( ) The Local Government Board may appoint any 
person or any persons not exceeding three in number to be a member 
or members of any local pensions committee, or of any sub-committee 
appointed by the latter, who shall, when appointed, have all the rights 
of ordinary members of such committees.’ ”"—-(Lord Atkinson.) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 8, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 9 : 

Amendment moved—- 

“Tn page 6, line 7, after the word ‘ obtaining,’ to insert the words 
‘or continuing.’ ”——(Viscownt Wolverhampton.) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 6, line 8, after the word ‘Act,’ to insert the words 
‘either for himself or for any other person, or for the purpose of 
obtaining or continuing an old-age pension under this Act for hiniself 
or for any other person at a higher rate than that appropriate to the 
case.’ ”—( Viscount Wolverhumpton.) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
The Eurl of Camp: rdown 
Amendment moved— 
“Tn page 6, line 9, after the word ‘ misrepresentation,’ to insert the 
words ‘or if it appears that any person has directly or indirectly de- 
prived himself of any income or property in order to qualify himself 
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for the receipt of an old-age pension, or for the receipt of an old-age 
pension at a higher rate than that to which he would otherwise be 
entitled under this Act.’ ”__( Earl of Camp: rdown.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Lord Atkinson ia “ee aaa 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 6, line 11, after the word ‘labour,’ to insert the following 
new subsection : ‘( ) The pension officer may at any time, without the 
matter having been referred to him, call upon and require a person in 
receipt of an old-age pension to establish that he has not since the 
same was granted to him become disqualified to receive it, and the 
pension officer shall inquire into the matter of the pensioners’ disqualifica- 
tion and report on the same to the pension committee, who shall 
receive and, as far as applicable, act upon the said report as if it were 
a report received under the provisions of Clause 7, subsection (7).’ ”— 
(Lord Atkinson.) 

Lord Havershom ... nr int 
Lord Atkinson eee eee 


On Question, Amendment negatived. 
Clause 9, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 10: 
The Eurl of Camperdown ... oe ae 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 7, line 17, after subsection (2) to insert the following 
new subsection: ‘(3) Every regulation under this Act shall be laid 
before each House of Parliament forthwith, and if an address is pre- 
sented to His Majesty by either House of Parliament within the next 
subsequent twenty-one days on which that House has sat next after 
any such regulation is laid before it, praying that the regulation may 
be annulled, His Majesty in Council may annul the regulation, and it 
shall thenceforth be void, but without prejudice to the validity of any- 
thing previously done thereunder.’ ”—(7he Eur! of Camperdown.) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 10, as amended, agreed to. 
Remaining clauses agreed to. 
Standing Committee negatived. 


The Report of Amendments to be received To-morrow, and the Bill to 
be printed as amended. (No. 189.) 


Isle of Man (Customs Duties) Bill; Seed Potatoes and Seed Oats Supply 
(Ireland) Bill.—House in Committee (according to order); Bill reported 
without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived; and Bills to be 
read 3" to-morrow we eve 


Whale Fisheries (Ireland) Bill.—House in Committee (according to order) : 
Bill reported without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived; and 
Bill to be read 3* To-morrow ... one ae pes wes 


Polling Districts (County Councils) Bill; Polling Arangements (Parlia- 
mentary Boroughs) Bill.—Read 3° (according to order), and passed 
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Municipal Franchise (Mercantile Corporations and Companies) Bill 
[H.L.].—Read 3* (according to order), and passed, and sent to the Com- 
mons... wes ba se sie be me ves ee < LIEGE 

Commons Bill [H.L.].—Read 3* (according to order.) 

The President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Earl Carrington) 1165 
Amendment moved— 
“In page 3, line 17, after tho word ‘sheep,’ to insert the word 
goats.’ ”—(Eurl Currington.) 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


‘ 


sill passed, and sent to the Commons. 


Coroners (Ireland) Bill.—Read 2* (according to order), with the Amendments, 


further Amendments made ; Bill passed, and returned to the Commons ... 11€5 
Provisional Orders (Procedure) Bill [u.u.].--Read 3" (according to order), : 
and passed, and sent to the Commons : ahs Zs ae seo ELOO 


Married Women’s Property Bill —Debate on the motion for Second Reading 
resumed (according to order). 


The Earl of Stradbrole el a oo ‘bed .. L165 
On Question, Bill read 2°, and committed to a Committee of i: W hole 


House To-morrow. 


Polling Districts and Registration of Voters (Ireland) Bill; University 
of Durham Bill.--House in Committee (according to order): Bills reported 
without Amendment. Standing Committee ae Bills to be read 
3° To-morrow... : ‘ = = RF cm sce. LEGG 
Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1836, Amendment Bill [Seconp ReapiNc.|— 


Order of the Day for the Second satin read. 
Lord Denman “ies és - ‘ ve me av oo SIGE 


Moved, ‘ That the Bill be now read 2* one Denman.) 
On Question, Bill read 2*, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 
Battleships, Armoured Cruisers and Destroyers.—Keturn respecting ; 


laid before the House (pursuant to Order of this day), and to be printed. 
(No. 190) one ove one ove eee se wa ws .-. 1166 


House adjourned at ten minutes past Twelve o'clock a.m., till a 
quarter past Four o'clock p.m. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, TUESDAY, 281TH JULY, 1908. 
The House met at a quarter hefore Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Holderness Water Bill; London United Tramways Bill ; Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire Tramways ( No. 2) Bill; Sligo and Arigna Railway Bill.—- 


Lords Amendments, in pursuance of the Order of the House of 23rd July, 
considered, and agreed to a id ves or _ on .» 1167 


Local Government Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill.—As amended, con- 
sidered ; to be read the third time To-morrow ens ae “s ee 1167 
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Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation amet etc. ~ Bill 
{| LorDs].—Read a second time, and committed ane we 1167 


Commons Regulation (Towyn Trewan) Provisional Order Bill.—Re- 
ported, without Amendment [Provisional Order confirmed] ; Report to’ lie 
upon the Table. 


Bill to be read the third time To-morrow ae a cow RNG 


Crystal Palace Company Bill [Lorps].—Reported without Amendment ; 
Report to lie upon the Table. 
Bill to be read the third time... ‘ith ian iat sen + 1167 


River Wandle Protection Bill {Lorps].—Reported, without Amendment ; 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


Bill to be read the third time ... ree asi dee ah se ba 


MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to, Tobacco Growing 
(Scotland) Bill, Wild Birds Bill, without Amendment. 
Public Offices Sites (Extension) Bill, London County Council (General 
Powers) Bill, Gosport Gas Bill, Central Ireland Electric Power Bill, with 
Amendments. 
Amendments to Honourable Artillery Company Bill {Lords}, Leith 


3urgh Bill [Lords], London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway Bill 
[Lords], without Amendment. 


Amendments to Ravensthorpe Urban District Council Bill [Lords], 
with an Amendment. 

That they have passed a Bill intituled, [Edinburgh and District Water 
Order Confimation Bill [Lords| ata — ie _ im wee 1167 


aay and District Water Order Confirmation Bill {Lorps].--Read 
the first time ; and ordered (under Section 9 of The Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland) Act, 1399) to be read a second time to-morrow, and to be 


priuted. [Bill 344]... and a vn i én dee .-. 1168 
PETITIONS. 
Housing, Town siatemaeanl etc., Bill.—Petition for alteration; to lie upon 
the Table eva a“ as ae ose -- 1168 
Licensing Bill.——2 Petitions in favour ; to lie upon the Table ro .. 1168 


Poor Law Amendment anna Bill.—2 Petitions in favour ; to lie upon 
the Table en saa aid aes See _ ... 1168 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 


Loss of Life at Sea.—Keturn showing the lives lost by Wreck, Drowning or, 
other Accident in British sea-going Merchant Ships; to lie upon the 
Table... — _ _ oe a des oe oes -- 1168 


Local Taxation Account, 1907-8-—Return presented, relative thereto ; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 263] ose ons aes ..» 1168 


Local Taxation Licenses, etc., 1907-8.--Return presented, relative thereto ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 264] wa aes ... 1169 


Irish Land Commission.-—Report of the Commissioners for the period from 
Ist April, 1907, to 31st March, 1908; to lie upon the Table er sos 1169 
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Local Government Board (Ireland).—-Annual Report of the Local Govern- 
ment Board for Ireland ; to lie upon the Table ove ys ‘ 


Suez Canal (Commercial, No. 5, 1908).—Returns of Shipping and Tonnage 
passing through the Suez Canal, 1905, 1906, and 1907; to lie upon th 


Page 


. 1169 


Table 1168 
Trustee Savings Banks.—-Return presented, relative thereto; to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed. [No, 265]... Pe ‘ avs ... 1168 
Pacific Cable Act, 1901.-—Account presented, showing the 7a issued from 
the Consolidated Fund under the provisions of the Pacifie Cable Act, 1901, 
and of the Money received, expended, and borrowed, and Securities created 
under the said Act ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 266] 1168 
Deaths from Starvation or Accelerated by Privation (London),—Keturn 
presented, relative thereto; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
(No. 267] 1169 
Members of Parliament.—Order [23rd June] for an Address for a Return 
relative thereto, read and discharged ; and, instead thereof : 
Address for “ Keturn of the names of every Member returned to serve 
in the Twenty-seventh Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland appointed to meet 3rd December, 1900, and dissolved sth 
January, 1906, specifying the names of the county, city, university, o1 
place for which each Member was returned (in continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper, No. 365, of Session 1901).”—(Sir William Bull) 116% 
Offences in County Armagh (Ireland).—Keturn ordered, “showing the 
number of convictions for indictable and non-indictable Offences committed 
in the districts in Ireland 1169 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Addition to Phoenix Park ... 

Matcham and Co, and the Fair Wages C lies 
Sub-letting of Messrz. Lester and Perkins’ Contracts 
Cost of Living in Welsh Provincial Towns 

Sunday Duty in the Post Office 

Promotion in the Customs—Mr. Clarke’s r leas ve 
Colonial Audit Branch 

Education Problem ... . : ve 
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QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


British-built Warships nos ove 
Apprentices on Naval Contract Work 
Wallsend Slipway Company’s Employees ... 
Admiralty Payments to Quantity Surveyors 
Defence of Sea Trade Routes 

German Naval Policy 

H.M.S. “ Invincible ”—Fair Wage Gime 
German Naval Expenditure 

The Admiralty and the Press ai ges _ 
Chain Cable Contracts oie ; 
Land Trade between Persia and British India 
Sylhet Bomb Factory 

Gun Running on the Afghan Netliee 
Sedition in Northern India... 

Indian Civil Service , 

Indian Excise Administration ‘as kus 
Calcutta Liquor Shops—Hours of Closing 
Caleutta County and Foreign Licences 

The Sentence on Mr. Tilak 5 
Bombay Factory Workers’ Disturbances ... 
Law of Transportation in India... 
Prosecutions for Sedition in India ... 
Sentences for Treason at Tinnevelly 
Treatment of Prisoners in India ... cea 
India Relief Works ... 


Bombay Factories Commission is wha se ‘se 
Carib Canal, St. Vincent ; 

‘St. Vincent Eruption Relief i ' rs 

Carib Canal Loan ... = — oe ees ae 
Parsee Indians in Natal... — 


Tsland of St. Vincent Revenue as 
St. Vincent Relief Fund—-The Carib Canal 
‘South African Compensation Fund oes 
Crown Colonists Stranded in England 
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Cancellation of Venezuelan Concessions 
Franco-Canadian Treaty vad 
The Release of Mr. Clark Kennedy 
‘The Czar of Russia ... ses ee 


Ixxxi 
Page 
1228 
1229 
1229 


--- 1230 


The Scots College at Rome .. - 1230 
The Russo-Japanese War—British Claims. ei 1230 
The Imprisoned Suffragists ... 1231 
Medical Officers’ Reports 1231 
Out-workers Returns 123 
Tramear Speeds in London ... 1233 
Disabled Motor “Buses i 1234 
Isle of Man Excursion Steamers 1235 
Port of London Inquiry aan 1235 
London Traffic Commission Report... . 1236 
Meat Trade Inquiry... . 1236 
The All-Red Route ... . 1237 
Severn Foreshore . 1238 
Shoeburyness Foreshore ; . 1238 
Motor Competitions on Public Binits . 3239 
Driffield Guardians Vaccination Contract . 1239 
Motor Car Dust Nuisance 1240 
Disclosure of Official Information = 1240 
Irish Department of Agriculture Official Salaries ... 1240 
Canadian Cattle Imports ae 124] 
Illegal Trawling in the Moray Firth 1241 
Natal Act of Indemnity 1242 
Land Law (Ireland) Acts 1242 
Government Army Policy wa - 1243 
The Speaker and Mr. Swift MacNeill 243 
Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill.-—Lords Amendments to }e considered 
To-morrow, and to be printed. {Bill 345] 1244 
Public Offices Sites (Extension) Bill.—-Lords Amendments to be con- 
sidered To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 346] ... ews 1244 
BUSINESS OF THE House (Suppty).—Ordered, “ That on this day, notwith- 
standing anything in Standing Order No. 15, Business other than Business 
of Supply may be taken before Eleven of the Clock.”--(lr. Secretary 
Tualdune) ‘ see 1244 


Supp.y [19TH ALLoTTrED Day. | 


Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 
{Mr. Emmortr (Oldham) in the Chair. } 
VOL. CXCIIT. [FourtrH Series. | ; 
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Civil Service Estimates 1908-9. 
Cuass II. 


1. Motion made, and Question proposed, “That a sum, not exceeding 
£31,450, be granted to His Majesty to complete the sum necessary 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Department of His Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, including a grant in aid of certain expenses connected 
with emigration.” 
Mr. Lyttelton (St. (reorge ’s, Hunover Square) me di 1244 


The Unde ¥-Sec7ye tary of State for th: ( ‘glonis : (Colonel See lu, L v rpool, 


Alberveron)y) wee ae ake ... 1260 
Mr. Stuart Wortle Yy (Sheffic ld, Hallam) 1274 
Mr. Romsay Muedonald (Leicester) Say ba ae ee ses, EUS 
Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend)... % a os > «=a 
Mr. G. Greenwood (Pete rborough) a 1295 
Ruarl [Vinterton (Sussca, Tlorsham) Boe 1302 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That a sum, not exceeding £31,350, 

be granted for the said service.” ~( Ear! Winterton.) 
Mr. Muni o guson (Leith Burghs) eoe NAY. ane was 06 
Mr. Hamar Greenwood ( Yorkshire) O8 


] 
ose ] 
Mr. Mitehe ll Thomson (Lanarksh rt se N. }] a ) l 
Mr. Summerle ll (Sund: rland) et wal ee te : ee 
Mr. Thi odove Taylor ( Lancushive ' Radelifii ) Sas ree ar eee ] 
Mr. Boulton (Huntingdonshire, Ramsey) ... a 1 
Colonel Seely ] 
Question put. 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 92; Noes, 247. (Division List No. 228.) 


And, it being after Ten of the Clock, the CHAIRMAN proceded, in pursuance 
of Standing Order No. 15, to put forthwith tha Question necessary to 
dispose of the Vote under consideration 


(Juestion, “That a sum, not exceeding £31,450, be granted for the said 
Service,” put, and agreed to. 


The CHAIRMAN then proceeded to put severally the Questions, “ That the 
total amounts of the Votes outstanding in each Class of the Ciyil 
Services Estimates, including Supplementary Estimates, and the total 
amount of the Votes outstanding in the Estimates for the Navy, the 
Army (including Ordnance Factories), and the Revenue Departments, 
be granted for the Services defined in those Classes and Estimates— 


Crass I. 


2. “That a sum, not exceeding £608,168, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in 
respect of the Services included in Class I. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services.” 


Question put, and agreed to, 


Crass II. 


2 


3. “That a sum, not exceeding £1,145,045, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
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year ending on the 3ist day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in 
respect of the Services included in Class II. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services.” 
Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Avyes, 282 ; Noes, 81. (Division List No. 229.) 
Crass IIT. 


4. “That a sum, not exceeding £1,685,768, be cranted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
vear ending on the 3ist day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in res- 
pect of the Services included in Class II]. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services.” 

Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 299; Noes, 86. (Division List No. 230.) 


Crass IV. 

5. “That a sum, not exceeding £8,217,512, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in res- 
pect of the Services included in Class LV. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services.” 

Question put. 

The Committee divided :--Ayes, 261; Noes, 129. (Division List No. 231.) 

Ciass V. 

6. “That a sum, not exceeding £356,236, be granted to His Majesty to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in res- 
pect of the Services included in Class V. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services, 

Question put, and agreed to. 


Ciass VI. 

7. “That a sum, not exceeding £1,684,845, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
vear ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in res- 
pect of the Services included in Class VI. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services.” 

Question put, and agreed to. 


Cuass VII. 

‘That a sum, not exceeding £382,104, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3ist day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Services included in Class VII.of the Estimates for Civil Services.” 


x 


Question put, and agreed to. 
NAVY ESTIMATES, 1908-9. 

9. “ That a sum, not exceeding £5,562,700, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Navy Services.” 


Question put, and agreed to. 
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ARMY ESTIMATES, 1908-9 
10. “ That a sum, not exceeding £13,505,100, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Army Services, including Army (Ordnance Factories).” 
Question put, and agreed to. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1908-9. 

11. “That a sum, not exceeding £11,821,531, be granted to His Majesty, 
to complete the sum necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1909, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Post Office, including 
Telegraphs, and Telephones.” 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Resolutions to be reported To-morrow. 


WAYS AND MEANS.--Resolved, “ That, towards making good the Supply granted 
to His Majesty for the service of the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1909, the sum of £69,157,274, be granted out of the Consolidated Fund of 
the United Kingdom.”—-(VUr, Joseph Pevse.) 


Resolution to be reported To-morrow... aie _ Pare .» 1354 
Evicted Tenants (Ireland) Bill {Lorps}.—As amended, considered ; read 
the third time, how passed, with Ame ndments sn on wie w. 1354 
Public Works Loans Bill.—<As amended, considered; read the third time, 
and passed wee vio os aor me w» 1354 
Agricultural Holdings Bill i OR re —As amended, considered; read the 
third time, and passed .. i - ‘i > 1354 
Small Holdings and Allotments Bill. . 


Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee, ) 
Clauses 1 to 29 agreed to. 
Clause 30 : 
The Treasurer of the Household (Sir Edward Strachey, Somerscetshire, S.) 1335 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 20, line 7, to leave out the words ‘ Acts of 1883 and 
1906,’ and to insert the words ‘ Act of 1908.’ "—(Sir Edward Strachey.) 


Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, 8S.) ... es ae ARP . 1355 
The Attorney-General (Sir W. Robson, South Shields) om .. 1356 
Sir rip Bunbury (Coty of London) ... oe ... 1356 
The Prime Minister und First Lord of the Treasury ( ie. eet Fife- 

shire, E.) se — — : , ae ‘wee 1857 
Mr. W rulter Long... wis be ron as es aes sow LUE 
Mr. Asquith - ‘ Ber is eh a --» 1359 
Mr. Ruwlinson (¢ lambr idye F Tniversity) me — nds hes ... 1358 
Sir F. Banlury ... oe _ _ a iii aa ... 1360 


Amendment— 
Clause as amended, agreed to. 


Clauses 31 to 46 inclusive, agreed to. 
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Clause 47 : 
Amendments proposed 


“In page 30, line 6, to leave out the words ‘ three of the Market 
Gardeners’ Compensation Act, 1895, and to insert the words ‘ forty- 
two of the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908.’ ” 

“In page 30, lines 19 and 20, to leave out the words ‘ (England) 
Acts, 1883 to 1906,’ and to insert the words ‘ Act, 1908.’” 


“In page 30, lines 24 and 25, to leave out the words ‘three of 
the Market Gardeners’ Compensation Act, 1895,’ and to insert the 
words ‘ forty-two of the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908.” 


“Tn page 30, line 28, to leave out the word ‘ 1900,’ and to insert 
the word ‘1908.’” 


“Tn page 30, line 38, to leave out the words ‘(England) Acts, 
1883 to 1906,’ and to insert the words ‘ Act, 1908. ”—(Sir Kdward 
Strache y.) 


Amendments agreed to. 
Clauses 48 to 54 inclusive, agreed to. 
Clause 55 : 
Amendment proposed— 
* To leave out Clause 55.°—(Sir Edward Strue‘ey.) 
Amendment agreed to. 
Clauses 56, 57, and 5x, agreed to. 
Clause 59 : 
Amendment proposed—- 


? 


“Tn page 37, line 25, to leave out the words ‘(England) Acts, 
1883 to 1906, and to insert the words ‘ Act, 1908. "—(Sir Edward 
Strachey.) 


Amendment agreed to— 
Clauses 59 to 64 agreed to. 
Schedule : 

Amendments proposed— 


“In page 42, line 22, to leave out the words ‘(England) Acts 
i8X3 to 1906,’ and to insert the-words ‘ Act, 1908.” 


“In page 42, line 23, to leave out the words ‘those Acts,’ and ty 
insert the words ‘ that Act.’” 


“In page 42, lines 24 and 25, to leave out the words ‘ those Acts,’ 
and to insert the words ‘ that Act. ’”--(Sir Edward Struchey.) 


Amendments agreed to, and the Bill, as amended, reported, and to be con 
sidered To-morrow. 
Endowed Schools (Masters) Bill. —Order for Second Reading read. 


Motion made and Question proposed, “That the Bill be now read a second 


time.” 

Mr. Rawlinson ees eee eee eee ese eee eee 
The President of the Bourd of Education (Mr. Runeiman, Dewshury) 
Mr, Cave (Surrey, Kingston) sen 


Sivy Willian Anson (Oxford Univ rsiti) 


Lord R. Creil (Maral hone, E.) 
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Question put, an] agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 

House for To-morrow.——(Mr. Runcimen.) 

Navy AND Army EXPENDITURE, 1906-7. 

Resolutions reported. 

I.-Whereas it appears by the Navy Appropriation Account for the year 
ended the 31st day of March, 1907, and the statement appended thereto, 
that the aggregats expenditure on Navy Services has not exceeded 
the aggregate sums appropriated for those Services, but that, as shown 
in the Schedule hereto appended, the total difierences between the 
Exchequer Grants for Navy Services and the net expenditure are as 
follows, viz. : 





£ a. dd. 

Total Surpluses — - - - 1,041,698 8 7 
Total Deficits - - - 644,285 12 7 
Net Surplus - - £397,412 16 0 


And whereas it is expedient that the application of so much of the said 
total surpluses on certain Grants for Navy Services as is necessary to cover 
the said total deficits on other Grants for Navy Services be sanctioned. 

1, “ That the application of such sums be sanctioned.” 

I].— Whereas it appears by the Army Appropriation Account for the year 
ended the 31st day ot March, 1907, and the statement appended there- 
to, that the aggregate expenditure on Army Services has not exceeded 
the aggregate sums appropriated for those Services, but that, as shown 
in the Schedule hereto appended, the total differences between the 
Exchequer Grants for Army Services and the net expenditure are as 
follows, viz.--- 





£ s. d. 

Total Surpluses— - - - 1,836,708 4 1 
Total Deficits - - $2,029 13 4 
Net Surplus - - 1,294,678 10 9 


And whereas it is expedient that the application of so much of the said 
total surpluses on certain Grants for Army Services as is necessary to cover 
the said total deficits on other Grants for Army Services be sanctioned. 

2. “ That the application of such sums be sanctioned.” 

Resolutions agreed to. 
Cran Measures Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 

(In the Committee.) 

Motion made, and Question proposed, * That Clause 1 stand part of the 

Bill.” 

Sir Edward Strachey a eee a is re oes woe, LOOT 
Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendment ; Bill read the third time, and passed, 
without Amendment. 

Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to Order of the House of 1Cth July, 
adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at nineteen minutes before Twelve o'clock, 
J 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, WEDNESDAY, 29TH JULY, 1908. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Liverpool Corporation (Streets and Buildings) Bill.—Committed <n 


Thames River Steamboat Service Act, 1904 (Amendment) Bill [#.1.].— 
Returned from the Commons agreed to, with Amendments. The said 
Amendments considered, and agreed to os 


Holderness Water Bill ; London United Tramways Bill; Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire Tramways (No. 2) Bill; Sligo and Arigna Railway Bill.— 
Returned from the Commons with the Amendments agreed to 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 4) Bill {1.1.}.--Com- 
mons Amendments considered (according to order), and agreed to : 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill | 1.1. |.-- 
Commons Amendment considered (according to order), and agreed to 


Marriages Provisional Order Bill; Usk Fisheries Provisional Order Con- 
firmation Bill ; Wye Fisheries Provisional Order Bill.--House in Committee 
(according to order). Bills reported without Amendment. Standing Com- 
mittee negatived, and Bills to be read 3* To-morrow 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) Bill.-—Read 3* (according to Order), and passed 


Dover Graving Docks Bill. 
The Acting Chiirnuan of Committe s (L wd B ilfour of Burli gh) ine eee 
Moved, “ That Standing Order No. 145 be considered in order to its being 
dispensed with in respect of the said Bill, and that the Bill be now 
read 3*."--(Lord Balfour of Burleigh). 


On Question, Motion agreed to; Bill read 3°, and passed. 


THE STANDING ORDERS. 
Lord Balfour of Burl: igh eve «os eee eve eee 
Moved, * That the Standing Order be amended as follows :—.Vote.—The 
words struck through are to be omitted, and the words printed in 
italics are to be inserted. 30. Where by any Bill power is sought to 
take or inferfere with any churchyard, burial ground, or cemetery, or 
any part thereof, or to disturb the bodies interred therein, or where 
power is sought to take any common or commonable land, as the case 
may be, a copy of so much of the plans, sections, and books of reference 
required by these Orders to be deposited in the otfice of the clerk of 
the Parliaments in respect of such Bill as relates to such churchyard, 
burial ground, or cemetery, common, or commenable land, shall, on or 
before the thirtieth day of November, be deposited at the Office of the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, and a copy of so much 
of the said plans, sections, and books of reference as relates to such 
common or commonable lands shall, on or before the said day, be 
deposited at the office of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 134. 
In the case of any Bill whereby any municipal corporation, district 
council, improvement commissioners, joint board or joint committee, 
or other local authority in England or Wales are authorised to borrow 
money for any purpose within the jurisdiction of the Board of Trade 
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or the Local Government Board, estimates showing the proposed appli- 
cation of the money for permanent works shall, except so far as the 
exercise of the borrowing power is made subject to the sanction of the 
respective Board, be recited in the Bill as introduced into Parliament 
and proved before the Committee. Copies of the estimates and state- 
ments deposited in accordance with Standing Order 360 or wader 
General Order made in pursuance of the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 1899, shall be laid before the Committee for the pur- 
poses of this Order.” —(Lord Balfour of Burleigh). 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill.—Order of the Day read 
for the consideration of the Commons’ Amendments. 
Moved, “ That these Amendments be agreed to.” —(Harl Bewuchump.) 
Earl Beauchamp... st als _ — oe ave da Oe 
The Eurl of Camperdown ... 13 
Un Question, Motion agreed to. 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill—Amendment reported (according to order) 
then Standing Order No. XXXIX. considered (according to order), and 
dispensed with. Bills read 3°, with the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons. 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) Bill: Local Government 
Provisional Order (No. 8) Bill—Read 3* (according jto order), and passed 1373 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional) Orders (No. 10) Bill; Local Government Provisional Order 
(No. 11) Bill—Amendments reported (according to order), then Standing 
Order No. XXXIX. considered (according to order), and dispensed with. 
sill read 3*, with the Amendments, and passed, and returned to the 
Commons oan ae ror soa a bu sek wil we 1373 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 
Lotteries and Indecent Advertisements.—Report from the Joint Committee 
and to be printed. [No. 198.] 
Minutes of Evidence, laid upon the Table, and to be delivered out ... 1373 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.——Interim Report of proceedings under 
the Small Holdings and Allotments Acts to 30th June, 1908 fis sus LOGS 


Tramway Orders.——Report of proceedings under the Tramways Act, 1870, 
during the season of 1908 s ee r are ses oie ewe Lote 


Local Taxation Account (Scotland) ae 1898,--Return showing the total 
payments into and out of the Local Taxation (Scotland) Accounts for the 
financial year 1907-1908. 

Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table .. - 1373 


Polling Districts (County of Durham).—Order made by the council of the 
county of Durham. 


Laid before the House — to Act), and ordered to lie upon 
the Table ee ‘ eee sie oe sls nue os fate 
Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889.—University Court Ordinance, No. 28 
(Edinburgh, No. 10). Regulations for higher degrees in arts and science. 
Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and to be printed. [No,. 193]... 1374 
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Public Works Loans Bill.—Brought from the Commons; to be read 2" 
To-morrow.—(The Earl of C ewe) 


Cran Measures Bill [H.L.].-- Returned from the Commons agreed to 


Evicted Tenants (Ireland) Bill [31.L.].—Returned from the Commons agreed 
to, with an Amendment. The said Amendment to be printed, and to be 
considered To-morrow. [No. 191] 


Agricultural Holdings Bill [u.L.]—Returned from the Commons agreed to, 
with an Amendment. The said Amendment to be printed, and to be 
considered To-morrow. [No. 192 2] 


Motor CAR LEGISLATION. 
Lord Willoughby de Broke 
Lord Montague of Beaulieu 
Lord Allendale ‘ 
The Earl of Hulshury 
Earl Russell a 
Lord Balfour of Burle igh . aed 
The Earl of Donoughmore = 


Bee Pest (Ireland) Bill.—Order of the Day for the House to be put into Com 
mittee read. 


Moved, “ That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee.”—( Lord 
Denman. ) 


The Murquess of Lunsdowne 
The Earl of Muyo ... 
Lord Denman 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 
House in Committee accordingly. 
{Lord BALrour of BURLEIGH in the Chair.] 
The Earl of Donoughmors 
Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to. 
The Earl of Donoughmor: 
Amendment moved—— 


‘After Clause 4, to insert the following new clause ; ‘ Any person 
who Ms removes from his premises, or sells or disposes of to any 
other person, or imports into any district any infected bees or any in- 
fected article or appliance used in connection with bee-keeping, shall 
be guilty of an offence under this Act, and shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a penalty not exceeding, for the first offence, five pounds, 
and for the second or any subsequent offence ten pounds.’ (Th 

Earl of Donoughmore.) 


Lord Denman or 
Amendment moved to the Neidedtilaiataicin 


“To leave out line 3, and insert the words ‘any bees infected with 
bee pest or foul brood, or any’; and in line 4, after the word ‘bee- 
keeping ’ to insert the words ‘ and infected with that disease.’ °—(Lord/ 
Dennwn.) 

On Question, Amendment to the Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
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Clauses 5 and 6 agreed to. 
Clause 7 : 
The Earl of Donoughmor one 
Amendment moved—- 

“In page &, line 12, after the word ‘of, to insert the words ‘ isola- 
tion, cleaning, disinfection, or,’ and after the word ‘ bees ’ to insert the 
words ‘bee products or.’ ”--(The Earl of Donoughmore.) 

Lord Denman i oe seis 
On Question, Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 7, as amended, agreed to. 
Remaining clauses agreed to. 
Standing Committee negatived ; the Report of Amendment to be re- 
ceived To-morrow, and Bill to be printed as amended (No. 195). 
Finance Bill {Seconp ReapinG].—-Order of the Day for the Second Reading 
read. 


Viscount St. Alduryn 

Lord St. Davids 

Earl Cromer 

Lovd uber... one one ese eee rT ove 

The Seere tary of State for the Colonies (The Earl of ( Tewe) eee een 
On Question, Bill read 2°; Committee negatived, and Bill to be read 3° 
To-morrow. 


Companies (Consolidation) Bill [1.1..].—Amendments reported (according to 
order); further Amendments made. Bill to be read 3° To-morrow, and 
to be be prin'ed as amended. [No. 196] 

Friendly Societies Bill.— House in Committee (according to order); Bill re- 
ported without Amendment, Standing Committee negatived, and Bill to be 
read 3° To-morrow 

LEGISLATION BY REFERENCE. 

The Earl of Camperdown see 
The Lora Chancellor 


Companies (Consolidation) Bill—Amendments reported (according to 
order). 
Thu Lord Chuneellor coe eee eee eee eee eee 
Moved, “ That the Amendments be taken as a whole.”—~-(7he Lord Chuneellor.) 
On Question, agreed to. 
Moved, ‘* That the Amendments be agreed to.”--(7he Lord Chuncellor.) 
On Question, agreed to, 
Bill to be read 3° To-morrow, and te be printed as amended, 
IRISH LAND ADMINISTRATION. 
Lord Clonbrock 
Lord Di nina 
THE IMPRISONED SUFFRAGISTS. 
Burl Russell 
EBayl Beauchamp 
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Naval Marriages Bill.—Order of the Day for the Second Reading read. 
The Earl of Granard , see wat aaa eee one 
Moved, ‘ That the Bill be now read 2%."—(The Lurl of Granard.) 


On Question, Bill read 2", and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill Read 2" (according to order), and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House To-morrow 


SECONDARY EDUCATION (WALES). 
L wid Glantawe 


Moved, “ That there be laid bisllaie the House a Return showing the num- 
ber of subscribers, and the amount of money subscribed voluntary by 
the Welsh people towards Secondary Education as the result of the 
passing of the Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889.—(7he Lord 
Gluntuwe.) 

Eurl Be vichamp 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


STRENGTH OF REGULAR AND TERRITORIAL ARMIES. 
The May "ques of Lun: sdoune 


Moved, ‘“ That an humble address be essiadihiid to His Majesty for a Return 
showing the strength of the Regular Army, Special Reserve, and 
Territorial Army on Ist October, 1908 :—Strength of the Regular 
Army on the Home Establishment on Ist October, 1905, and Ist 
October, 1908: Cavalry ; Artillery (Horse and Field Garrison); Foot 
Guards ; Infantry of the Line; other arms; total. Number of 
recruits attested for Regular Army, Ist October, 1907, to 1st October, 
1908: Militia and Special Reserve: Strength of Militia, 1st October, 
1905: Infantry ; Artillery. Strength of Special Reserve, Ist October, 
1108: Infantry; Artillery. Number of recruits, Militia: («) At- 
tested for Militia; (4) Transferred to Regular Army: Ist Cetober, 
1903, to Ist October, 1904; Ist October, 1904, to Ist October, 1905; 
Ist October, 1905, to lst October, 1906; Ist October, 1906, to Ist 
October, 1907. Number of recruits for Special Reserves :—() 
Attested for Militia or Special Reserve; (/) Transferred to Regular 
Army : Ist October, 1907, to lst October, 1908. Number of Militia- 
men under twenty, Ist October, 1905. Number of Special Reservists 
under twenty, Ist October, 1908. Volunteers :—Number of Volun- 
teers, Ist October, 1995: (v) Infantry; (4) Artillery. Number of 
Territorial Army, Ist October, 1908: (v) Infantry; (b) Artillery. 
Volunteer recruits, lst October, 1904, to lst October, 1905. Recruits 
for Territorial Army or Volunteers, Ist October, 1907, to 1st October, 
1908.——( The Marquess of Lunsdowne for Viscount Midleton.) 

Motion agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 


Old-Age Pensions Bill.—Amendments reported (according to order). 


Viscount Wolverhampton 
Viscount St. Aldwyn 


Amendment moved to the proposed Amendment 


‘To add the words ‘ where no such certificates or documents are 
obtainable, °—(Viscount St. Aldwyn.) 
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On Qvestion, agreed to. 
Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 3, line 21, after the word ‘and’ to insert the words ‘if 
the term of imprisonment to which he is sentenced exceeds one month 
he shall be disqualified.’ ”—(Viscount Wolverhampton). 

The Eurl of Camperdown ... in son sen és sit “i 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 4, line 4, after the word ‘him, to insert the words ‘as to 
produce the largest income that can be reasonably obtained from it. 
—(Viscount St. Aldwin.) 

Lord Fitzwilliam eee coe 
On Question, Amend rent agreed to. 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 5, line 20, to leave out from the word ‘them’ to the 
end of line 26, and to insert the words ‘if any person is aggrieved by 
the refusal or neglect of the local pension committee to consider a claim 
for a pension or to determine on any question referred to them, that 
person may apply in the prescribed manner to the central pension 
authority, and that authority may, if they consider that the local pen- 
sion committee have refused or neglected to consider and determine 
the claim or question within a reasonable time, themselves consider 
and determine the claim or question in the same manner as on an 
appeal from the decision of the local pension committee.’”—( Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 

Lord ATKINSON indicated that he was satisfied with the Amendment 
of the noble Viscount. 

On Question, Amen Iment agreed to. 
Lord Atkinson eee 
Viscount Woler rhunepton eee 

Amendment moved— 

“In Clause 7, to add a further sub-clause (7) The expression 
“party aggrieved ~ shall include a member of the said committee who 
has taken part in the consideration of the report and has dissented 
from the decision.’ ~—( Lord! Atkinson.) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Lord Fitzmuuriee ... 

Amendment moved— 

“In page 8, line 37, to omit the words ‘means and.’”—(Lord 
Fitzmaurice -) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 

Amendment moved—— 

“In page 5, line 38, after the word ‘ London,’ to insert the words 
‘and the expression ‘ council of a borough.” ‘includes the council of a 
metropolitan borough, and in respect to the City of London the mayor, 
aldermen, and commoners of the City of London in common council 
assembled.’ ’—(7he Murqui ss of Salisbury.) 


On Question, amendment agreed to. 
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Amendment moved— 
“In page 6, line 18, to insert the words, ‘ Any reference in this 

Act to the pension authority shall be construed as a reference to the 
pension officer, the local pension committee and the central pension 
authority, or to any one of them, as the case requires.”—( Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Viscount Wolverhampton... 

Amendment moved— 


“In page 6, lines 24 and 25, to leave out the words ‘it appears 
that.’ °—( Viscount Wolv: rhumpton.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Drafting Amendment agreed to. 


Viscount Wolverhampton .. 


Lord Balfour of Burleigh ... 
Bill to be read 3* To-morrow, and to be printed as amended. (No. 197.) 


Isle of Man (Customs Duties) Bill; Seed Potatoes and Seed Oats Supply 
(Ireland) Bill.—Read 3* (according to order), and passed ‘ 


Lunacy Bill [Seconp ReapinG. ]—Order of the day for Second Reading read. 
The Lord Chancellor ‘ ‘aa 
Moved, ‘“ That the Bill be now read 24.”--(7he Lord Chuncellor.) 


On Question, agreed to. Bill read 2", and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House To-morrow. 
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Naval Lands (Volunteers) Bill [Seconp ReapiNG.]|—Order of the day for 


Second Reading read. 
The Eurl of Granurd sa way , sin 
Moved, “That the Bill be now read a second time.” —(7he Eurl of Granard.) 
On Question, agreed to, 
sill read 2*, and committed to a Committee of the Whole House To-morrow. 
Whale Fisheries (Ireland) Bill.——Bill read 3* (according to order).—(Lord 
Denmen.) 
Lord Denman ia 
Amendment moved—- 


“In page 4, to leave out subsection (1) of Clause 5,”--(Lord 
1h ninen.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 

Bill passed, and returned to the Commons. 
Costs in Criminal Cases Bill.—Read 3* (according to order), and passed 
Married Women’s Property Bill.—-House in Committee (according to order). 


Bill reported without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived ; and 
3ill to be read 3* To-morrow ... 
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Polling Districts and Registration of Voters (Ireland) Bill.-- Read 3* 
(according to order). 
Amendment moved--— 
“Tn page 2, line 9, after the word ‘of,’ to insert the word ‘ Parlia- 
mentary.’ ”—-(Lord Denman). 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment moved-—- 


“Tn page 2, line 12, to leave out the words ‘for Ireland,’ ”— 
(Lord Denman.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Bill passed, and returned to the Commons... or i a woe 1446 
University of Durham Bill.—Read 3* (according to order), and passed... 14.46 


Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1836, Amendment Bill.—House in Committee 
(according to order). Bill reported without Amendment, Standing 
Committee negatived ; and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow ... ~ woe 1446 


Registration Bill |1.1.]—-Commons’ Amendments jeonsidered (on Mosion), 
and agreed to... _ ss ii ose “ nn .. 1446 


House adjourned at half-past Ten o'clock, till To-morrow, a 
quarter past Four o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: WEDNESDAY, 297TH JULY, 1908. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Criccieth Water and Improvement Bill ; Padiham Urban District Council 
Bill.—Lords’ Amendments considered, and agreed to ane sts cow LAAT 


Central Ireland Electric Power Bill; Gosport Gas Bill; London County 
Council (General Powers) Bill.——Lords’ Amendments, in pursuance of the 
Order of the House of 23rd July, considered, and agreed to cr von VEET 


Ravensthorpe Urban District Council Bill | Lorps}.-Lords’ Amondments to 
Commons Amendments, in pursuance of the Order of the House of 23rd 





July, considered, and agreed to L447 
Crystal Palace Company Bill | Lorps}.—-Ordered, That Standing Order 245 
be suspended, and that the Bill be now read the third time.—(7The Deputy 
Chairmen.) 
Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed without Amend- 
ment... er nee vat vies —_ aes ae ve, WOE 


River Wandle Protection Bill [Lorps].--Ordered, That Standing Order 243 
he suspended, and that the Bill be now read the third time.—(7he Deputy 
Chairman.) 

sill accordingly read the third time, and passed without Amend 
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Thames River Steamboat Service Act (1904) Amendment Bill { Lorps]. 
—Ordered, That Standing Order 243 be suspended, and that the Bill be 
now read the third time. -(The Deputy ( ‘haiyman. ) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed, with Amendments 


Commons Regulation (Towyn Trewan) Provisional aesiees Bill. —Read 
the third time, and passed a x 


Edinburgh and District Water Order Confirmation Bill | Lorps]}. —Read 


a second time ; and ordered to be considered To-morrow 

MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to :—Polling Districts 
(County Councils) Bill; Polling Arrangements (Parliamentary “Boroughs) 
Bill ; Lanark Corporation (Extension of Boundaries, ete.) Order Confirmation 
Bill, without Amendment. 


Coroners (Ireland) Bill; Loeal Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) 
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Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill; Loeal Govern- 


ment Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill; Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 10) Bill ; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 11) Bil! 
Dover Graving Docks Bill, with Amendments. 

Amendments to:—Gas and Water Orders Confirmation Bill Lords] ; 
Gas Orders Confirmation Bill | Lords] ; Ammanford Urban District Council 
Water Bill [Lords]: Great Northern, Piccadilly, and Brompton Railway 
Bill [Lords|; Neighley Corporation Bill [Lords]; Metropolitan Electric 
Tramways Bill {Lords}; R hymney and Aber Valle ys Gas and Water Bill 
{Lords} ; Wath and Bolton Gas Board Bill | [ Lords], without Amendment. 

okak tne to:—Pier and Harbour ee Order (No. 2) Bill 
[Lords] ; Pier and Harbour Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill [Lords], without 
Amendment. 

That they have passed a Bill, intituled, Municipal Franchise (Mercantile 
Corporations and Companies) Bill { Lords}. 

Also, a Bill, intituled, Commons Bill | Lords}. 


And, also, a Bill, intituled, Provisional Orders Procedure Bill { Lords] 
PETITIONS. 

Education (Scotland) Bill.—Petition for alteration ; to lie upon the Table.. 

Housing, Town eerie etc., Bill.——Petition for alteration ; to lie upon the 


Table 
Licensing Bill.—6 Petitions in favour; to lie upon the Table. 2 Petitions 
against ; to lie upon the Table... re aes aa a 


Sale of Intoxicating ape on demeeed Bill.—2 Petitions in favour; to 
lie upon the Table ‘ , ss wi 
RETURNS, REPORTS, &e. 
Tramway Orders.—Keport of the Proceedings under the Tramways Act, 1370, 
during the Session of 1908; to lie upon the Table ... sles va 


Tramways and Light Railways (Street and Road).—Keturn presented, 
relative thereto; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. { No. 268] 


Polling Districts (County of Durham).—Order made by the Council of the 
County of Durham; to lie upon the Table... _— a cis ine 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.—Interim Report under the Small 
Holdings and Allotments Acts to the 30th June, 1908 ; to lie upon the 
Table... “en a ive ss ses at a me we» 1450 


Local Taxation Account (Scotland) Act, 1898.——-Return showing the Total 
Payments into and out of the Local Taxation (Scotland) Account for the 
financial year 1907-8; to lie upon the Table _ he nei »» 1450 


Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889 (Ordinance).—-University Court Ordinance 
No. 28 (Edinburgh, No. 10); ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


[No. 269} os os _ i _ wn ins da we» 1450 
Admiralty Casualties, etc.—Return presented, relative thereto; to lie upon 

the Table, and to be printed. [No. 270]... a ves i we 1450 
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE BY THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 

Inquiry into Charities (Administrative County of Lancaster).—Further 
Return relative thereto; to be printed. [No. 271.] 

Inquiry into Charities (Administrative County of Lancaster) and In- 
quiry into Charities (County Borough of Preston) and Inquiry into Charities 
(County Borough of Barrow-in-Furness).—-Further Returns and Return 
relative thereto; to be printed. [No. 272] 

Inquiry into Charities (Administrative County of Wilts)--Further 
Return relative thereto ; to be printed. [ No. 273.] 

Inquiry into Charities (Administrative County of Berks).—Further 
return relative thereto; to be printed. |No, 274)... vee one we 1450 


Civil Servants (Retirement at the age of Sixty-five).--Treasury Minute 1450 


County Courts (Plaints and Sittings).—-Address for Return " .. 1450 
Educational Expenditure (Colonies)—-Address for Return ... je w. 1450 
East India (Prosecutions for Speeches, etc.)—Address for Return oof 1453 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Treatment of the Crew of the “Strathyre ” sed en ies wns oo» 1452 
County Westmeath Re-valuation Cost —... jn ae ia “ we 1453 
Delay in Appointment of Sub-postmaster at eadaee Aa oe " ... 1453 
Examination for Overseers at Cork Post Office... sites _ nie o. 1453 
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Promotion in the King’s Liverpool Regiment _... ont soi ‘hs w» 1457 
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Letter Deliveries at Derreenayurrig and Bullough ove xe — w» 1459 
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Hired Horses for the Military 

North Riding Territorial Association 

Notts and Derby Regiment... a ‘is - 
Mr. Tilak’s Trial —... ‘ies and sis “ee 
Rioting in Bombay 

Indian Public Works Staff 

Imperial Conference Secretariat 

Natal Idemnity Act ove 

Inland Revenue Fines 
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Lyon King-at-Arms ... 
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Irish School Literature yee 
Warrenpoint Excursion Fatality 
The Bank of Ireland 
Trish Land Stock ... 
Irish Land Purchase Act 
The Licensing Pill 


Business of the House 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES).—Sir WILLIAM BRAMPION GUXDON re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection. 
Report to lie upon the Table 


Lotteries and Advertisem2nts.—Report from the Joint Committee, with 
Minutes of Evidence, brought up, and read. 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 275] 


eee 
j 


Municipal Franchise (Mercantile Corporations and Companies) Bill 
[Lorps].—-Read the first time; to be read a second time 


ipon Tuesday, 
13th October, and to be printed. [Bill 347) 


Coroners (Ireland) Bill.—Lords Amendments to be considered To-morrow, 
and to be printed. [Bill 349] , 


NEW BILL. 
Grocers’ Licences (Abolition) Bill.—To be read a second time upon Tuesday, 
13th October, and to be printed. | Bill 348.) 
Suppty [20TH ALLoTrEeD Day] [28TH JuLy}. 
Resolutions reported. 


CIVIL SERVICE EsTIMATES, 1908-9. 


Cxass If. 


1. “That a sum, not exceeding £31,450, be granted to His Majesty, to 
complete the sum necessary to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1909, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Department of His Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, including a Grant in Aid of 
certain Expenses connected with Emigration.” 


Cuass I. 


2. “That asum, not exceeding £608,168, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Services included in Class I. of the Estimates for Civil Services. 


Cuiass II. 


3. “That a sum, not exceeding £1,145,045, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in 
respect of the Services included in Class II. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services. 
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Crass ILI. 


1. “That a sum not exceeding £1,685,768, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3ist day of March, 1909, for expenditure in respect 
of the Services included in Class HI. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services. 


Cuass IV. 


5. “That a sum not exceeding £8,217,512, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Services included in Class [V. of the Estimate for Civil 
Services. 


Cuass VY. 


‘That a sum, not exceeding £366,236, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March 1909, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Services included in Class V. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services.” 


for) 


Crass VI. 


7. * That a sum not exceeding £1,684,845, be granted to his Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment auring the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Services included in Class IV. of the Estimates for Civil 
Services. 


Crass \ if. 


8. © That a sum not exceeding £382,104, be granted to His Majesty, to 


defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Expenditure in receipt 
of the Services included in Class VII. of the Estimates for Civili 
Services. 


NAVY ESTIMATES 1908-9, 

9. * That a sum not exceeding £5,562,700, be eranted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in ccurse of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of Merch, 190%, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Navy Services.” 

ArMY ESTIMATES, 1908-9, 

10. “That a sum, not exceeding £13,505,100, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of Mareh, 1909, for Expenditure in respect 
of the Army Services, including Army Ordnance Iactories.” 

REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMAiES, 1908-9, 


il. ** That a sum, not exceeding £11,821,531, be granted to His Majesty, 
to complete the sum necessary to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1909, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Post Office, including Tele- 
graphs, and Telephones.” 

First two Resolutions read a second time, and postpened, 


Third he solution read for ld se¢ ond time. 
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Motion made, and Question proposed, “ TI hat this House doth agr+e with 
the Committee in the said Resolution. 
Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, S.) re eo 1519 
Mr. Herbert (Buc chkinghumshire, Wycomhy _ . 1528 
Mr. Summer ell (Sunderland) 1530 
Mr. Lupton (Lincolnshire, Sle aford) = 1537 
Mr. Everett (Suffolk, Woodbridge | oe 1538 
Mr. Chaplin (Surrey, Wimbledon) ; 1539 
Sir Francis Channing (Northamptonshire, E. ) 1541 
Sir Philip Magnus (London University) 1545 
Mr. Curran (Durham, Jarrow)... sve 1547 
Mr, Stanley Wilson (Yorkshire, E.R., Hol mn ness) 1552 
Mr. Dobson (Plymouth) on ai 1553 
Mr. Har me 90- B. onner (Liw rT pol al, Ev y ‘fon) 1554 
Mr. G. A. Hardy (Suffoik, Stow mark | oe wii a ... 1559 
The President of the Local Government Bourd ( Mr. “John Bucns, Batterser) 1560 
Sir Charles W. Diike (Gloucestershire, Forest of Deun) 1575 
Mr. Jesse Collings [Biedadhean Bordesley) 1585 
Mr. Gill (Bolton) 4 L588 
Mr, Atherley Jones (Durham, N. W. rs “as ‘ 1592 
Sir He ney Craik ro i pa Aherideen Ui ninversities) 1597 
Mr. Akers-Dou glus (Kent, St. Angustine’s) , 7 1600 
The Secretury of State for the Home De partment | Ur. tludstone, Leeds, IV.) 1602 


And, it being Ten of the Clock, Mr. SpeAKer, in pursuance of Standing 
Order No. 15, proceeded to put forthwith the Question necessary to 
dispose of the Report of the Resolution then under consideration. 


(Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER then proceeded, in pursuance of Standing Order No. 15, to 
put forthwith the Questions, That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the outstanding Resolutions reported in respect of each 
Class of the Civil Services Estimates, the Navy Estimates, the Army 
Estimates, and the Revenue Departments Estimates. 

CIVIL SERVICES ESTIMATES, 1908-9. 
Ciass I. 
Question put, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the 


outstanding Resolutions reported in respect of Class I. of the Civil 
Services Estimates.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 247 ; Noes, 69. (Division List No. 232.) 
Crass IL. 


Question put, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolutions reported in respect of Class IL. of the Civil 
Services Estimates.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 251; Noes, 69. (Division List No. 233 
Crass III. 


Question put, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolutions reported in respect of C lass III. of the Civil 
Services Estimates.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 254; Noes, 71. (Division List No. 234.) 
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Crass IV. 


Question put, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolutions reported in respect of Class IV. of the Civil 
Services Estimates.” 


The House divided :-—Ayes, 249; Noes, 78. (Division List No. 235.) 
Crass V. 
Question put, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 


standing Resolutions reported in respect of Class V. of the Civil 
Services Estimates,” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 258; Noes, 72. (Division List No. 236.) 
Cuass VI. 
Question, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 


standing Resolutions reported in respect of Class VI. of the Civil 
Service Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Cuass VII. 


Question, ‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolutions reported in respect of Class VII. of the Civil 
Service Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 

Question, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolutions reported in respect of the Navy Estimates,” put, 
and agreed to. 

Question, “ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolutions reported in respect of the Army Estimates,” put, 
and agreed to. 

Question, “That this House doth agree with the Committee in the out 
standing Resolutions reported in respect of the Revenue Departments 
Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Ways AND MEANS [28TH JULY]. 
Resolution reported, 

‘That, towards making good the Supply grauted to His Majesty for 
the service of the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, the sum of 
£69,157,274 he granted out of the Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom,” 

Resolution agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by the Chairman of Ways and Means, 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Hobhouse re as eos 1628 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill.—‘ To apply a sum out of the 
Consolidated Fund to the service of the year ending on the thirty-first day 
of March, one thousand nine hundred and nine, and to appropriate the 
Supplies granted in this Session of Parliament,” presented accordingly, and 
read the first time; to be read a second time to-morrow... ae .+- 1628 


Public Offices Sites paemmnantie Bill.— Lords Amendments considered, and 
agreed to ; eh cx = pa ay -.. 1628 


Small Holdings and Allotments Bill [Lorps|.—As amended, considered ; 
read the third time, and passed, with Ame ndments oa net ... 1628 
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Endowed Schools (Masters) Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1: 
Mr. Rawlinson (Cambridge University)... aes ‘as ‘oan ... 1629 
The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Runesmun, Dewsbury)... 1629 
Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 2 : 
Mr. Rowlinson... 
Amendment proposed—- 


“In page 2, line 4, to leave out the word § April’ and insert the 


word ‘September.’ °—(Mr. Auwlinson.) 

Question proposed, “ That the word ‘ April’ stand part of the clause.” 
Mr. Runciman sini nae we ‘iia are vee sé ... 1630 
Mr. Rawlinson - ee fee aa ahs en aaa ... 1630 
Sir William Anson (Oxford Univ rsity) ... aa wes an --- 1630 


Question put and negatived. 
Question, “ That the word ‘ August’ be there inserted,” put, and agreed to. 


Post Office Sites Bill | Lonps].— ill read a second time, and committed to a 
Select Committee of Five Members, three to be nominated by the House, 
and two by the Committee of Selection. 

Ordered, That all Petitions against the Bill presented five clear days 
before the meeting of the Committee be referred to the Committee. 

Ordered, That the Petitioners praying to be heard by themselves, their 
Counsel or Agents, be heard against the Bill, and Counsel heard in support 
of the Bill. 

Ordered, That the Committee have power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


Ordered, That three be the quorum.—(M/r. Sydney Buston.) 


Kast INpIA Loans [Ratbway AND IRRIGATION WoRKS AND GENERAL PUR- 

POSES}. 

Considered in Committee. 

(In the Committee.) 

Resolved, That it is expedient to authorise the Secretary of State in Council 
of India to raise in the United Kingdom, on the security of the Rev- 
enues of India, by the creation and issue of capital stock, bonds, de- 
bentures or bills. (1) Asum not exceeding £200,000,000 for the 
following purposes :—(a) The construction, extension and equipment 
of railways in India by State agency or through the agency of com- 
panies. (b) The repayment of the principal of any bonds or debentures 
issued by any such company under the guarrantee of the Secretary of 
State. (c) The discharge of any obligations incurred by the Secretary 
of State by reason of the purchase of any railway or the determination 
of any contract from or with such company. (d) The construction of 
irrigation works in India. (2) A sum not exceeding £5,000,000 for 
the general purposes of the Government of India—( Mr. Buchanan.) 

Resolution to he reported To-morrow i ats “uh oe .. 1631 








civ ; TABLE OF CONTENTS, 
July 30.) Paye 
Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill. —Lords Amendments considered. 
Lords Amendment— 
“To leave out the word ‘eleven’ and to insert the word ‘ ten.’” 
Mr. Mooney (Newry) seis — oF ie ae ih sos 2682 
Mr. James Canpbell (Dublin Univ rsity)... sha Pe oe << Seo 


Lords Amendments agreed to. 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to the Order of the House of 10th 
July, adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty-one minutes after Eleven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, THURSDAY, 30rH JULY, 1908. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Crystal Palace Company Bill (1.L.]; River Wandle Protection Bill [H.1.]. 
—Returned from the Commons, agreed to ... sa ape es cas 1633 


London County Council (General Powers) Bill ; Gosport Gas Bill ; Central 
Ireland Electric Power Bill; Padiham Urban District Council Bill; Cric- 
cieth Water and Improvement Bill; Dover Graving Docks Bill. —Returned 
from the Commons with the Amendments, agreed to ea ree +s 1633 


Ravensthorpe Urban District Council Bill [#.L.].—Returned from the Com- 
mons with the Amendment made by the Lords to the Amendments made 
by the Commons, agreed to ... rr oe ve oe ie w» 1633 


Commons Regulation (Towyn Trewan) Provisional Order Bill.—Brought 
from the Commons, and read 1*; to be printed, and referred to the 
Examiners. [No. 201] ve Se as ire ges tee wa 1633 


BUSINESS OF THE House.—WVoved, “ That Standing Order No. XXI. be con- 
sidered in order to its being suspended for this day’s sitting ; and that the 
order for the Third Reading of the Old-Age Pensions Bill have precedence 
of the other notices and Orders of the Day.”°—(/ tseount /Voleerhampton.) 

Agreed to, and ordered accordingly _... sae “ - .-. 1633 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

The Seer tory of State for the Colonies (The Harl of Cree) — ace BOOS 
Moved, “ That Standing Order No. XX XIX. be considered in order to its 
being suspended for this day’s sitting.”"——(The Eurl of Crewe.) 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Private and Provisional Order Confirmation Bills. 

Lhe Acting Chairnan of Committees (Lord Pulfour of Burleigh) .. L654 

Moved, “That Standing Orders No. 92 and 93 be suspended; and that the 
time for depositing petitions praying to be heard against Private and 
Provisional Order Confirmation Bills, also the time for depositing 
Documents relating to any Order under the Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, which would otherwise expire during the 
Autumn Recess, be extended to the first day on which the House shall 
sit after the Recess.”--(Lord Balfour of Burleigh.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 
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Marriages vanes ome Bill.—-Read 3* (according to order) and 

passed ‘ ae eid ei ote we oe 1634 
Usx Fisheries Provisional Order Confirmation Bill; Wye Fisheries 

Provisional Order Bisi.—The King’s consent signified; read 3* (according 

to order) and passed... sen “a see 1634 

RETURNS, REPORTS, Xe. 

Board of Education. —Report on the Consultative Committee upon the school 

attendance of children below the age of five ... ‘ i 1634 
Statistics—-Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom in each of the last 

fifteen years from 1893-1907. Fifty-fifth number ... ove ose we 1635 
Railway Returns.—-Returns of the capital, traffic, receipts, and working ex- 

penditure of the railway companies of the United Kingdom wee 1635 
Wages and Hours of Labour.—Keport on changes in rates of wages and 

hours of labour in the United Kingdom in 1907 : Pee 1635 
Strikes and Lock-outs.—Reports on strikes and lock-outs and on conciliation 

and arbitration boards in the United Kingdom . 1635 
Navigation and Shipping.—Annual Statement of the United Kingdom... 1635 
Prisons Ireland.—Thirtieth Report of the General Prisons Board for Ireland 1635 
Trade Reports: Annual Series.—Nos. 4075 to 4082... 1635 
Navy (Pay).—List of exceptions to the King’s Regulations as to pay, non- 

eflective pay, and allowances sanctioned by the Lords Commissioners of the 

Admiralty 1635 
Summary Jurisdiction (Scotland) Bill, 1908.—Table of comparison between 

the provisions of the Bill and exi isting enactments ... en 1635 
Metropolitan Police (Royal Commission).—Report of the Commissioners 

upon the duties of the Metropolitan Police. 

Presented, (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 1636 

Foreshores.——Treasury Minute, directing the application of moneys received 

by the Board of Trade in respect of the rights and interests of the Crown 

on the foreshores of the United Kingdom 1636 
Merchant Shipping ‘ares 1894 to 1906 Dispensing Powers).——Report by 

the Board of Trade ' én ... 1635 
Railway and gal Traffic Act hee mee 31).—-Tenth port by the 

Board of Trade .. , . 1635 
Railway Servants (Hours of Labour).—-Report ~ the Board of Trade 

respecting their proceedings under the Railway Regulation Act. 

Laid before the House ——— to Act), and ordered to lie on the 

Table von “ia 7 . 1655 
Small Holdings and Allotments Bill “ L.|.—Returned from the Commons, 

agreed to, with Amendments. ©The said "Amendments to be printed, and 

to be considered ‘To-mortow. [No. 200] - 1686 


Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill; Public Offices Sites (Extension) Bill. 


Returned from the Commons with the Amendments agreed to ... 
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Port of London Bill.—-Report from the Joint Committee that the Bill ought 


to be allowed to proceed. ‘The proceedings of the Committee and the 
minutes of evidence laid upon the Table, and to be delivered out ... wee 1637 


Oid-Age Pensions Bill.——Order of the Day for the Third Reading read. 
The Chancellor of the Duchy (Viscount Wolverhampton) ... sue ... 1637 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 3*.”—( Viscount Wolverhampton.) 


On Question, Bill read 3°, and passed, and returned to the Commons. 


Irish Universities Bill.—-Order of the Day for the House to be put into 
Committee read. 


Moved, ‘“ That the House:do now resolve itself into Committee.” —(The Eur] 
of Crewe.) 
The Eurl of Mayo ... “a a san a one — we. 1637 
Lord Killunin si aes ae Se Rae ae «ace 4COD 
The Secretary of Stute for the Colonies (The Earl of Crewe) te soe EG4I 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 
House in Committee accordingly. 
{Lord BaLrour of BURLEIGH in the Chair.] 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2: 
The Earl of Donoughmore ... ee ese see ane oe .. 1644 
Amendment moved— 


‘In page 2, line 10, to leave out from the word ‘them’ to the end 
of the subsection and to insert the following new subsection : 

(4) In every charter granted under this Act by which a govern- 
ing body is constituted for a constituent college, provision shall be made 
by which those members who are officers of the college, together with 
those who are elected by either the senate of the University or the 
graduates of the University who are members of the college, shall 
jointly amount to at least three-fourths of the total number of such 
governing body, exclusive of any co-opted members, who shall in no 


case exceed four in number.’ “—(7he £url of Donoughmore.) 

The E Earl of Crewe Bee wes 7 oe ‘5% eee Sais acs BE EE 
Lord Ashbourne ae ee ra NPA ene one a oe. 1649 
The Bari of Muyo sie '. sive net Pry we. 1650 
The Lord Privy Neal (The ‘Marquess of Ripon ar ar wes ses FOOT 
The Murquess of Lansdowne . Sine oak uae vos LOD] 
Lord Stunley of Alderley... ie oe sie me es owe E650 
The Earl of Dunraven eg dea arr: ots art a sss BOOS 
Thi Eurl of Donoughimore coe vee eee sco LOGOS 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Lord Clonbrock jae ou sik ma sa ae ner son LODO 


Amendment moved— 
“In page 2, line 15, after the word ‘which’ to insert the words 
‘the Commissioners, and after the powers of the Commissioners to 
determine.’ "—(Lord Clonbrock.) 
The Earl of Crewe . as my ose —_ oes wan eee 1656 
Lord Ashbourne... i _ nis — ei ges .-- 1656 
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On Question, Amendment negatived. 
Lord Ashbourne... a ea aa aaa - 
Amendment moved— 
“Tn page 2,-line 16, after the word ‘ may,’ to ins-ri the words ‘1 
statute.’ ”’--(Lord Ashbourne.) 
The Earl of Crewe ... ro 
On Question, Amendment negatived. 


Vv 


Clause 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3: 
The Earl of Crew 
Amendment moved—— 
“Tn page 2, line 43, after the word ‘divinity, to insert the words 
‘Provided that no test of religous belief shall be imposed by the 
governing body of either of the two new Universities or any constituent 
college on any such professor or lecturer as a condition of his appoint- 
ment or recognition by the governing bedy assuch professor or lecturer. 
‘y? ’ ° ¥ * 
—(The Earl of € rewe. ) 
Lord Robertson 
The Earl of Crew “ne 
The Marquess of Lunsdown 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 4 agreed to. 
Clause 5 : 
The Eurl of Crewe ... 
Amendment moved— 
“In page 3, line 35, after the word ‘statute,’ to insert the words 
‘(3) The governing body of a University or constituent college to 
which the statute relates, or any other person, corporation, or body 
directly affected by the statute, may, within three months from the 
notification thereof in the Dublin Guzrfte, petition the Lord-Lieutenant 
in Council to disallow the whole or any part thereof. (4) The Lord- 
Lieutenant in Council may refer any such petition to the Irish Univer- 
sities Committee, with a direction that the committee hear the petitioner 
personally or by counsel, and report specially to the Lord-Lieutenant 
in Council on the matter of the petition. (5) If the committee report 
in favour of the disallowance of the statute of any part thereof, the 
Lord-Lieutenant may, by Order in Council, disallow the whoie or part 
thereof accordingly, but any such disallowance shall be without 
prejudice to the making of a new statute.’ ”°—--(Z’he Evil of Crewe.) 
Lord Ashbourne eee eee 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 5, as amended, agreed to. ‘ 
Clause 6 : 
Amendment moved— 


“In page 4, lines 1 to 3, to leave out sithseetion (2) and to insert 
the following new subsection: ‘(2) The Dublin Commissioners shall 
be the Right Hon. Christopher Palles, Alexander Anderson, John Pins 
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Boland, Sir William Francis Butler, Denis Joseph Coffey, Stephen 
Gwynn, Henry Jackson, Sir John Rhys, the Most Rev. \illiam 
James Walsh, Bertram Coghill Alan Windle; and the Belfast Com- 
missioners shall be His Honour James Johnston Shaw, Samuel Dill, 
the Rev. Thomas Hamilton, Donald Macalister, Robert T. Martin, 
Sir Arthur William Riicker, Johnson Symington.’ ”—(7he Kurl of 
Crew ) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 6, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 7: 
Lord Killanin 


Amendment moved— 


eee eee eee eee eee eee see eee 


“In page 5, line 22, after the word ‘buildings,’ to insert the 
words ‘including residential buildings.’ ”°—( Lord Killanin.) 

The Earl of Crewe ... eee eee eee eee oe 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

The Earl of Crewe .. eee see es oie oa ava see 
Amendment moved—- 

“In page 5, line 36, after the word ‘benefaction, to insert the 
words ‘and the professor or lecturer is not eligible for membership of 
the General Board of Studies, or of any faculty other than the faculty 
of theology.’ “—(The Eurl of Crewe.) 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. 

Lord Killanin cae nr a ia ve 
Amendment moved— 

“Tn page 5, line, 39, after the word ‘funds,’ to insert the 
words ‘or () the erection of any church, chapel, or place of religious 
worship or observance by means of private benefaction within or with- 
out the precincts of the University or college.’ ”—(Lord Killunin.) 

The Burl of Crewe ... one 

The Earl of Cumperdown 

Thi Murquess of Lunsdowne " 

The Marquess of Ripon... Bey 
On Question, “ That those words be there inserted,” 

Their Lordships divided :—Contents, 32; Not Contents, 31. 
Consequential Amendment agreed to. 

Clause 7, as amended, agreed to, 

Clauses 8 to 16 agreed to. 

Clause 17 : 

Drafting Amendments agreed to. 

Clause 17, as amended, agreed to. 

The Kurl of Crewe... sis sae ane 
Amendment moved— 

‘* After Clause 17 to insert the following new clause: ‘(1) There 
shall be a committee of the Privy Council in Ireland styled the Irish 
Universities Committee. The committee shali consist of such number 
of members of the Privy Council in Ireland, not being less than 5, as 
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the Lord-Lieutenant may think fit to appoint, two at least being 
persons who are or have been Judges of the Supreme Court. (2) The 
powers and duties 9f the Irish Universities Committee may be exer- 
cised and discharged by any three or more members of the committee, 
so long as one of those members is a person who is or has been a Judge 
of the Supreme Court. (3) ‘The costs of all parties of and incident to 
the hearing of any petition or appeal under this Act which is heard 
by the Irish Universities Committee shall be in the discretion of the 
committee. (4) The Lord-Lieutenant in Council may make rules 
generally for regulating the procedure of the Irish Universities Com- 
mittee, and may, by those rules, prescribe the time within which any 
appeal under this Act may be made, and the mode in which any cost 
allowed under this Act may be recovered.’”—(The Eurl of Creawe.) 
Lord Ashtow ihe 
Amendment moved to the Amendment 

‘To add, at the end of subsection (2) the words ‘and in the case 
of appeal under Section 17, then so long as two of those members are 
persons who are or have been judges of the Supreme Court.’ ”—-( Lord 
Ashbourne.) 
The Earl of Crewe ... 

On Question, Amendment to the Amendment agreed to. 

Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 

Remaining clauses agreed to. 

Standing Committee negatived. Then (Standing Order No. XXXINX., 
having been suspended), Amendments reported; Pill read 3°, with the 
Amendments, and passed, and returned to the Commons. 

’ tL ’ 


Telegraph (Construction) Bill; Bee Pest (Ireland) Bill —Amendments 
reported (according to order). Then (Standing Order No. NNXIX. having 
been suspended), Bills read 3° with the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons 


Finance Bill.——lead 3° (according to order), and passed 


Companies (Consolidation) Bill [u.L.|.--Read 5° (according to order), and 
passed, and sent to the Commons re oa oe bit ree 


Naval Marriages Biil.—House in Committee (according to order). Bill 
reported without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived. Then 
(Standing Order No. XNXLX. having been suspended), Bill read 3*, and 
passed eee eee eee eee 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill.—House in Committee (according to order). 
Bill reported without Amendment. Standing Committee neg: atived, and 
Bill to be read 3° To-morrow 


Lunacy Bill [1.1.}.--House in Committee (according to order). Bill reported 
without Amendment, Standing Committee negatived. Then (Standing 
Order No. XXXINX. having been suspended), Bill read 3", and passed, and 
sent to the Commons ... “as _ ine one ous ; 


Naval Lands (Volunteers) Bill.—-House in Committee (according to order). 
Bill mt without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived. Then 
(Standing Order No. XXXIX. having been suspended), Bill read 3%, and 
passed is — a dé 
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Married Women’s Property Bill; Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1836, Amend- 
ment Bill.—-Read 3* (according to order), and passed ad si von EGUE 


Public Works Loans Bill.—Read 2* (according to order). Committee nega- 
tived ; and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow... a wea fe wae SOUR 


Agricultural Holdings Bill —Commons’ Amendment considered (according 
to order). 
The President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Earl Carrington) 1677 


Moved, “That this House doth agree with the Commons in the said 
Amendment.”°—(Eurl Currington.) 


Lord Clinton ay oe aE Ms isha ae Re see. EGES 
Eurl Currington nae ee se ee awe ane ae sos 2OED 


On Question, agreed to. 

Evicted Tenants (Ireland) Bill.—Commons’ Amendment considered (accord- 
ing to order). 
Commons’ Amendment— 


“In page 1, line 15, to leave out from the word ‘ commission ’ to 
the end of the clause. 


The Eurl of Crewe ... ue vase eae ose er jue «o> 2680 


Moved, ‘That this House doth agree with the Commons in the said 
Amendment.” —(The Eurl of Crewe.) 
The Marquess of Lansdowne Ses ea at eae pas ... 1681 
Lord Clonbroel: ae jae gen im gee eet yale cas 3GO1 


On Question, agreed to. 
METROPOLITAN POLICE—REPORT OF COMMISSION. 
Eerl Russell <r aM on ze eae i. es ace 2682 


Earl Beauchamp... aes x ae arr oa ies eos L685 
The Marquess of Lansdown 1686 


ScottrisH Divorce LAw. 


Earl Russell s ea ee ven ae es ine ... 1686 
The Lord Chancellor ee ‘ve ee een vais ave vis ROBT 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: THURSDAY, 30TH JUNE, 1908. 


The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Dover Graving Docks Bill.—Lords’ Amendments, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of 23rd July, considered, and agreed to ae - we 1687 
Lower Thames (Grays) Dock Bill (ny Orper).—Order for Second Reading 
read, and discharged. 


Bill withdrawn... ae — re nee ait a vis LOST 
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Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 10) Bill; Local 
Government Provisional Order (No. 11) Bill.—Lords’ Amendments con- 
sidered, and agreed to ... evi or vas one ove ove .-» 1687 


Edinburgh and District Water Order Confirmation Bill {Lorps].—Con- 
sidered ; read the third time, and passed, without Amendment... .. 1688 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS.—That they have agreed to :—Isle of Man (Customs 
Duties) Bill; Seed Potatoes and Seed Oats Supply (Ireland) Bill ; Costs in 
Criminal Cases Bill; University of Durham Bill; Finance Bill; Naval 
Marriages Bill; Naval Lands (Volunteers) Bill; Married Women’s Pro- 
perty Bill; Grand Jury ([reland) Act (1836) Amendment Bill; Local Gov- 
ernment Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill ; Local Government ge 
Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill , 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Order (No. 8) Bill; Marriages Provisional Order Bill ; Usk 
Fisheries Provisional Order Confirmation Bill ; Wye Fisheries Provisional 
Order Bill, without Amendment. 

Whale Fisheries (Ireland) Bill, with an Amendment. 


Polling Districts and Registration of Voters (Ireland) Bill; Telegraph 
(Construction) Bill ; Bee Pest (Ireland) Bill; Old-Age Pensions Bill; Irish 
Universities Bill, with Amendments. 

Amendment to :~Agricultural Holdings Bill | Lords] ; Evicted Tenants 
(Ireland) Bill [Lords]; Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill {Lords}. 

Amendments to:-—Registration Bill [Lords]; Loeal Government 
(Ireland) Provisional Order (No. +) Bill [Lords]; Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill [Lords]; Thames River Steamboat Service 
\ct (1904) Amendment Bill {Lords}, without Amendment ... aa .-. 1688 


PETITIONS. 


Licensing Bill.—2 Petitions against; to lie upon the Table. 13 Petitions 
in favour ; to he upon the Table ie ose ase ‘oie nis ..» 1688 


Poor Law amemenaee satan Bill.—Petition in favour ; to lie upon the 
Table ese . eee eee eee eee eee 1689 


Women’s Enfranchisement Bill.—Petition in favour; to lie upon the Table 1689 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 
Local Taxation Returns (England).—<Annual Returns for 1905-6, Parts 
V.-VIIL. ; to lie upon the ‘Table and to be printed. [No. 276] ... .- 1689 


Prisons (Ireland).—Thirtieth ine of the General Prisons Board (Ireland) ; 
to lie upon the Table ... “ ow wile wae . ni .-- 1639 


Strikes and Lock-outs.—Report on Strikes and Lock-outs of 1907, and on 
Conciliation and Arbitration Boards ; to lie upon the Table se --- 1689 


Board of Trade (Labour Department) (Changes in Wages, etc.).—Report 
on Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour in the United Kingdom ; 
o lie upon the Table ... ois oan sue one owe one ... 1689 
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Navigation and 7 gtd ——-Annual Statement for the United Kingdom ; to 
lie upon the Table ee aes eee see . 1689 
Railway Returns.—Returns of the Capital, Traffic Receipts, and Working 
Expenditure of the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom; to lie 
upon the Table .. 1689 
Statistical Abstract (United Kingdom).—Statistical Abstract for the United 
Kingdom, in each of the last fifteen years ; to lie upon the Table .., 1690 
Railway Servants (Hours of Labour).—leport by the Board of Trade of 
their Proceedings under the Railway Regulation Act, 1893; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 278] 1690 
Railway and Canal Traffic Acts, 1888 and 1894.--Tenth Report by the 
Board of ‘Trade of Proceedings under Section 31 of the Railway and Canal 
Trattic Act, 1888; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 279] ... 1690 
Merchant Shipping Acts, 1894 to 1906 (Dispensing Powers).—Report by 
the Board of Trade of the cases in which they have exercised their powers 
under Section 78 of the Merehant Act, 1906, during the year ended 31st May, 
1908; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 230] . 1690 
Navy (Exceptions to King’s Regulations). -—List of Exceptions to the King’s 
Regulations as to Pay, Non-effective Pay, and Allowances ; to lie upon the 
Table 1680 
Fieets (Great Britain and Foreign Countries).—Keturn presented, relative 
thereto; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 277] 1690 
Naval Expenditure sige Naval Powers).—-Return presented, relative 
thereto ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 2381] 1690 
Naval Casualties.—Return presented relative thereto ; to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. [No, 282]... _ des . 1691 
Trade Reports (Annual Series).—-Diplomatic and Consular mapas Annual 
Series, Nos. 2075 to 4082 ; to lie upon the Table : ane oo» 169] 
Board of Education.——Report of the Consultative Committee upon the School 
Attendance of Children below the Age of Five ; to lie upon the Table 169] 
Metropolitan Police ‘Royal Commission).—Report of the Commissioners 
upon the duties of the Me — Police. Vols, II. and IIT. ; to lie upon 
the Table ss , w» 1691 
County Courts (Plaints and Sittings).—Return eal relative thereto ; 
to lie upon the table and to be printed. [No. 283]... ons “ .- 1691 
Summary Jurisdiction (Scotland) Bill, 1908——Table of Comparison 
between the Provisions of tie Bill and existing Enactments ; to lie upon 
the ‘Table eee 1691 
Paupers and Dependants (Scotland).—Return presented, relative thereto ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. {No. 284] , _ ove 1691 
Naval Expenditure waa 23 Naval Powers).- Setscnigesnat, relative 
thereto, to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 281] — wv» 1691 
Civil Servants (Retirement at the Age of Sixty-five).—Return presented, 
relative thereto ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 286] 1692 
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Foreshores.—Treasury Minute, directing the application of moneys received 
by the Board of Trade in the year ended 3lst March, 1908, in respect of 
the rights and interests of the Crown in the Foreshores of the United 
Kingdom ; to lie upon the Table 


Paper laid upon the Table by the Clerk of the House. _—s into 
Charities (County of Devon).—Further Return relative thereto; to be 
printed. |No. 287] one 


Merchant Shipping, 1907.—Copy ordered, “of Tables showing the Progress 
of Merchant re in the United Kingdom and the principal Maritime 
Countries ” ie 


Iron and Steel, 1907.—-Copy ordered, “ of Memorandum and Statistical Tables 
showing the production and consumption of Iron Ore and Pig Iron, and the 
production of Steel, in the United Kingdom and the principal Foreign 
Countries in recent years, and the Imports and Exports of certain classes 
of Iron and Steel Manufactures ” 


Coal Tables, 1907.—Copy ordered, “ of Statistical Tables relating to the pro- 
duction, consumption, and imports and exports of Coal in the British 
Empire and the principal Foreign Countries in each year from 1885 to 1907. 


Tea and Coffee, 1908.—Copy ordered, “of Memorandum and Statistical Tables 
showing the consumption of Tea and Coffee in the Principal Countries of 
Europe, the United States, and certain British Colonies ” 


Prosecution of Offences Acts, 1879 and 1884.—Address for “ Return 
showing the w orking of the Regul: itions made in 1886 for carrying out the 
Prosecution of Offences Acts, 1879 and 1884” 


Navy and Army (Inquiries).—Return ordered, “giving in chronological 
order, according to the dates of publication of the Reports, a list of all In- 
quiries into Naval and Military affairs which have been held since the 
year 1800, the Reports of which have been ‘published as Parliamentary 
Papers ” 


Scottish Local Authorities (Deputation Expenses).—Return ordered, 
“of Expenses during each of the five years ending the 15th day of May, 
1908, of Deputations to London in connection with («) Public General Bills ; 
(b) Private Bills or Provisional Orders ; and (¢) other purposes ; incurred 
by the following bodies in Scotland (to be separately stated for each body), 
viz.: Town councils, county councils, district committees, district lunacy 
boards, parish councils, distress committees, school boards, educational 
trusts, and water, gas, dock, harbour, or other commissioners or trustees 
liable to make Returns under the Local Taxation Returns (Scotland) Act, 
ae i — ‘a ran és one han ale 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Irish Congestion Commission wee ese ese eee one ih oes 
Crockenden and Casey Estates, Cavan... — sn om ae se 
Drumlinny Evicted Tenant... ose os on és ove swe one 
Grant to Reinstated Tenant at Effernagh ... ee wns ove eve eee 
Port of London Bill... vite ove a én one ave ows ose 
Patents Act, 1907... — aaa aa ica sida _ _ Pee 
Spitalfields Market ... ove eas an on oie oes ant ows 
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Council of Judges—Annual Report dine eee 
Ely Estate Evicted Tenants... 
Open Air Meeting Prosecutions... ens 


Death from Anesthetics 

Motor Ambulances ae 

Wheeled Litter Ambulances 

Ridenham Village Green 

Fishery Authorities ... 

Distemper in Dogs ; 

Old-Age Pension Reguintiene S 

Volunteer Quartermaster-Sergeants 

War Office Uniform Contracts 

Woolwich Ammunition Stores : 

Long Service Medals for Volunteer Officers 
Exchequer and Audit Department Statf 

Colonial Audit Branch 

Cost of Birth Certificates ve Bee see 
Mohill Seed Loan... ve ie ms eae 
Evicted Tenants on Lord Harlech’s Estate... 


Mong Evicted Tenant ose ose _— ose 
Crofter Estate Evicted Tenant 

Portadown Orange Arch... ws in ove 
Caledonian Petty Sessions Court ° ; ove 
Wexford Lalourers’ Cottage Scheme vee ins 

Trish Intermediate Education Inspectors . 

Queens County Evicted Tenants... bss 

Lord Listowel’s Estate we 


Mr. H. Frank’s, North Kerry Estate 
Intermediate Education Rules 
Blacker Douglas Estate, North Kerry 
Deaths from Disease in India 


Madras Deputy Collector’s Appeals ins se oes 
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Importation of Spirits into Nigeria ee ove 
Exchequer Audit Department ies ase ose 


Jamaica Relief Fund 

Imports of Continental Hops 

Hop Harvest in the United States 

Hop Average in England and America 

Co: asumptive Emigrants to Canada op 
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Imports of Foreign Hops 
Tarbert Pier—Lock Tyne 
Churches (Scotland) Commission 
Partial Exemption Scholars 
Police Day of Rest ... . 
English Industrial Schools ... ene one 
English Hop Average ove eve 
Cattle Disease 


Unemployment in the Building Trade 

Greenwich Park Night Watchman one eee 
Strangers’ Lobby Mosaics 

Weir Hospital Grant a 

Aberdeen Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 

Burning of Bonar Bridge, Crofter’s House 

Beer Brewing Statistics... oss 
Old-Age Pensions and Workhouse Pensioners —... ose 
West Africa Nickel Coinage _ 

{inland Revenue Chemieal Officers ... eee eee 
Captain Bryce Wilson exe a was * 
Shoebury Fishery Rights... tie vo 


Trish Territorial Force Officers and Jury Service ... 
Director of Army Finance ... 

Printing of Government Bills 

Rosyth 

Lisheries Investigations Report 

Customs Warehouses Stock-taking 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Submarine Dangers . 

Report on the Naval heie uUVTes 

Royal Naval Reserve 

Trial Trips of New Vessels eee ie 
Messrs. G. Corderoy and Co. all the Aitininalley ae 
Naval Discussions ... ie ea = aaa 


Naval Ordnance Department and Petitions from Employees 


Overtime in Deptford Victualling Yard... <a ane 
Deptford Victualling Yard Storehouse Staff ia se 
Naval Courts Martial ads aa iis ee ve 
Contracts for Destroyers... “ae owe are 

Naval Officers and the Press oi ea ae 

Progress in India... wa “ae ~— <a ae 
Afforestation in India ae és aa aa aa 
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Indian Administrative Reforms 


Mr. Tilak’s Conviction ae an 
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Transvaal Public Service... ae o sae 
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NEW BILLS. 


White ig a ig Matches Prohibition Bill.—To be read a second time 
upon Monday, 12th, October, and to be printed. [Bill ene 


Trawling in Prohibited Areas Prevention Bill.——To be read a second time 
upon Monday, 12th October, and to be printed. {Bill 3! 52] 


Crofters’ Commons Grazings Regulation Bill.—-To be read a second time 
upon Monday, 12th October, and to be printed. {Bill 353} 


Local Government (Scotland) Bill.——To be read a second time upon Monday, 
12th October, and to be printed. [Bill 354} 


Transfer of Goods Bill.—T'o be read a second time upon Wednesday, 14th 
October, and to be printed. [Bill 356] i a re 


Old-Age Pensions Bill.-—Lords Amendments to be considered To-morrow, and 
to be printed. { Bill 355} én cor ia 


Irish Universities Bill._-Lords Amendments to be considered To- eesiieicsios 
to be printed. [Bill 35s] wn 


Whale Fisheries (Ireland) Bill._-Lords Amendment to be considered To 
morrow, and to he printed. { Bill 361 | aie “its ce 


Telegraph Construction Bill——Lords Amendments to be considered To- 
morrow, and to be printed. [{ Bill 360] aia eee 


t 





«ls Amendments to be considered To-morrow, 
and to be printed. — { Bill 359] 


Port of London Bill.—lteported, with Amendments, from the Joint Committee, 


with Minutes of Evidence. 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No, 282. ] 


Bill, as amended, re-committed to a Committee of the Whole House for 
Monday, 12th October, and to be printed. [Bill 350] 


Page 


1779 


Commons Bill | Lorps].—Read the first time ; to be re ad a second time upon 
Monday, 12th October, and to be printed. | Bull 357 L775 
BUSINESS OF THE House (PRIVATE BUSINEss).—Motion made, and Question 
proposed -* That the P roceedings on any Priv: ate Busine ss set down for 
consideration at 8.15 this evening by direction of the Chairman of Ways 
and Means may be entered upon at any hour, and be not interrupted 
under any Standing Order regulating the sittings of the House.”— 
(Mr. Asquith.) 
Mr. Stuart Worth 7] (Sheffield, Hullum) 1776 
Mr. Swift Alive Neill (Donegal, fa oe po ‘<a om acd hae 
The Prim Minis stey and First Sad of the Tre “Sur y CUr. Asquith, Fife- 
shire E.) ee —_ ae ‘ae eee L777 
Mr. Walter ia (Dublin, S.) . Caae 
Mr, Asquith... ns - 17380 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
House oF Commons (KITCHEN AND REFRESHMENT Rooms.——Ordered that 
Mr. Barlow be added to the Committee.—(Mr. Joseph Peruse) 1781 
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Consolidated Fund) Appropriation) Bill.—Order for the Second Reading 


read, 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the Bill be now a second 
time. 
Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of London) , ee ice ROR 
The Prime Minister and First Lord of the Tronsury ( ye. "Asquith, Fife- 

shire, £.) és “oe ae sus 2092 

Mr. Bridgeman (Shopshire, ‘Oswesty ”) . as ate ... 1796 
The Chief Sveretary for lye lin ul (Myr. Birrell, Brist to Lv eee ..- L800 
Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, S os oe “as eine wee 1808 
Mr. T. I’. O'Connor (Liverpool, Scotland) . -_ me rue cco BULA 
The Attor ney-Ge Vue rel Jor Ircland ( Mr. Cherry, Live rpool, Evchunge) coe 1819 
Mr. Stuart Wortley. - a - on vain ss 1822 


Sir Herbert Roberts (De nhighs idhinn, 4 Sf ae ess BGO 
The Pres id nt of th: Board at oot Me (Vr. Runciman, “Di The sary) — 1826 
Lord R. Ceeil (Marulebone, £.) — ve ie ee oo EOol 


Mr. Willivm Jomes (C' arnarre onshire, Arfon) “a 1833 
Mr, Montagu (Cambridgeshire, Chesterton) — “on ts soe 1835 
Sir Gi wy Whit (Norfolk, N. W.) od ose ase eee “ea 1000 
Thi Seeretaru of State Jor Foreian A ffiirs (Nir Edward Orr's i, Northumlr 7?- 
lan, Berwick) se ecco eee eee ees oes 1842 
Mr. Nwitt MurNeill (Donegal, Ss)... eee eee ese eae ese 1844 
And, it being a quarter past Eight of the cloc k, and there being Private 
Business set down for consideration by direction of the Chairman of 
Ways and Means under Standing Order No. 8, further Proceeding was 
postponed without Question put, 
London and District Electricity Supply Bill [Lorps} (By Orper).— Order 
for Second Reading read. 
Motion made and Question proposed, “That this Bill he read a second 
time.” 
Mr. Chi plin (Survey, IVimbledon) ... eee ove eee ose .-- 1846 
Mr. Timothy Davies (Fulham) eee osx a ous ees ws L848 


Amendment proposed 


‘To leave out the word ‘now’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘upon this day three months.’ ”—(J/r, Chuplin.) 


Question proposed, “That the word ‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 

Mr. DPickersgill (Bethnal Green, S.W.) aa a2 ae a wee 1851 

The Purlivmentury Seere tury to the Bourd of Education CMW. McKinnon 
Wood, Glusyow, St. Rollow) 2.0 ceca wee 1852 

Mr. Rowlands (Ke nt, Dartford)... non eee eee eee .-- 1858 

Mr. Cove (Surrey, Kingston) “ aes ae a bie PP 

Mr. Crooks (Woolwich)... st are ve ee ee .-- 1862 

Mr. Dickinson (St. Poneras, No. as re ae re ... 1863 


Mr. Burdett-Coutts (Westminster) ... a we ee “Ee ... 1868 
Sir John Benn (Devonport) oP ae mee ane gaia coe LOGO 
Mr. Lorster (Kent, Sevenoaks) ma «ow EOC2 
The President of the Board of Trade (Ur. Churchill, Dundee) nae css BORO 
Mr. Lyttelton (St. George's, Hanover Square) a. ose és .. 1878 
Mr. John Ward (Stoke-npon-Trrent) oti ‘i oe - ... 1880 


Mr. CHAPLIN rose in his place, and claimed to move, “That the Question 
be now put.” 
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Question put, “ That the Question be now put.” 
The House divided :—Ayes, 156 ; Noes, 70. (Division List No. 237.) 
Question put accordingly, “That the word ‘now’ stand part of the 
Question.” 
The House divided :—Ayes, 138 ; Noes, 90. (Division List No. 238.) 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time and committed. 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill. Postponed proceeding on Ques- 
tion, “* That the Bill be now read a second time.’,” resumed. 
Question again proposed. 
Mr. Swift MaeNeill ace ose ese ose ove --. 1885 
Eurl Winterton (Sussex, Horsham) ame ‘ea wi «as ... 1890 
The First Lord of the Admiralty (Mr. Meke nm, Monmouthshire, M.) -.. 1892 
Mr. Clynes (Manchester, NED)... sins ie “ee wn --- 1893 


Mr. Weir (Ross and Cromarty) aa exe aac “<a saa ... 1896 
The NSecre tury of Ntate Sor the Home Th pertine nt (Vr. Gladstone ’ Leeds, S.) 1897 
The Sver¢ tary for Scotland (Mr. Sinclair, Forforsh ire) gui ... 1901 


Questions put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House for To-morrow. 


East INpDIA LoANS (RAILWAY AND [IRRIGATION WORKS AND GENERAL 
Orricrks——Resolution reported, “That it is expedient to authorise 
the Secretary of State in Council of India to raise in the United 
Kingdom, on the Security of the Revenues of India, by the creation and 
issue of capital stock, bonds, debentures or bills ;—(1) \ sum not exceed- 
ing £20,000,000, for the following purposes: (“) The construction, 
extension, and equipment of railways in India by State agency or through 
the agency of companies; (/) the repayment jof the principal of any 
bonds or debentures issued by any such company under the guarantee of 
the Secretary of State; (¢) the discharge of any obligations incurred by the 
Secretary of State by réason of the purchase of any railway or the deter- 
mination of any contract from or with such company ; (¢) the construction 
of irrigation works in India. (2) A sum not exceeding £5,000,000 for the 
general purposes of the Government of India.” 

Resolution agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Hobhouse ... 19u3 


East India Loans Bill.—‘“‘ To empower the Secretary of State in Council of 
India to raise money in the United Kingdom for the construction, extension, 
and equipment of railways in India, by State agency or through the ageney 
of companies, for the construction of Irrigation Works, and for other pur- 
poses,” presented accordingly, and read the first time; to be read a second 
time upon Monday 12th October, and to be printed. [Bill 562} ... --- 1904 


Criminal Appeal (Amendment) Bill [Lorps].—Read a second time, and 
committed to a Standing Committee ... me was ads — ... 1904 


Coroners (Ireland) Bill.—Lords Amendments considered, and agreed to... ‘190% 


Endowed Schools (Masters) Bill [Lonps}.—As amended, considered. 
Bill read the third time, and passed, with Amendments _ ... eee + 1904 
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GREENWICH HospiTaL.—Resolved, “That the Statement of the estimated 
Income and Expenditure of Greenwich Hospital and of Travers’ Foundation 
for the year 1908-9 be approved.”—(Mr. Lumlert) .. oo as .-» 1904 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to the Order of the House of 10th 
July, adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty minutes before One o'clock. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, FRIDAY, 31st JULY, 1908. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS 
No Standing Orders are applicable to the following Bill: —Commons Regulation 
(Towyn Trewan) Provisional Order. 
The same was ordered to lie on the Table ... sin oss inn .- 1905 


Local Government Provisional ened - adhe nla the 


:s Commons és oy sce |©6— E908 
Edinburgh and District Water Order Confirmation Bill [1.L.|.— 
Returned from the Commons agreed to ais = Rea a eee §©6—61. 908 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Local (rovern- 
ment Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill; Loeal Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 9) Bill: Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 10) Bill; 
Local Government Provisional Order (No. 11) Bill.—Returned from the 
Commons with the Amendments agreed to... she we _ .- 1905 


Commons Regulation (Towyn Trewan) Provisional Order Bill.— 
Moved, “ That the Order made on the 25th day of March last, ‘That no 
Provisional Order Confirmation Bill brought from the House of Commons 
shall be read a second time after the 18th day of June next,’ be dispensed 
with, and that the Bill be now read 2*.”—(Farl Carrington.) 


The Acting Chairman of Committees (Lord Balfour of Burl igh ) ooo 1905 


The Marquess of Salisbury _ es ove is _ --- 1907 
Lord Bulfour of Burleigh is ese exe exe ose .-- 1908 
Lord Stanley of Ald rley ane: pide ie roe — .. 1908 


On Question, Motion agreed to ; Bill read 2* accordingly. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 


Navy (Battleship and Cruiser Repairs).—Return of the amount of 
money spent during the last two years on the repairs of battle ‘ships and 
cruisers launched since Ist January, 1898, together with the period of the 
repairs in each case. Ordered to be laid hefore the House.—(The Earl 
Cawdor ; for the Lord Ellenhorough.)... ove eve eon “ + 1908 


Port of London Bill.—Report of the Joint Committee with the proceedings 
of the Committee (Laid upon the Table yesterday); to be printed, [No. 


OR eee am 
Board of omg red am. hepeesieunalll Agricultural Statistics, 1907. 
Vol. XLIL., Part III. ; _ an a es ooo ©1908 


Treaty Series, (No. 22 1908).—Treaty between the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America providing :—For the conveyance of persons 
in custody for trial either in the Dominion of Canada or the United States 





rz 
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through the territory of the other; and for reciprocal rights in wrecking 
and salvage in the waters contiguous to the boundary between the 
Dominion of Canada and the U nited States; Signed at Washington, 18th 
May, 1908 


Trade Reports: Annual Series.—No. 4083. Japan. Tainan (South 
Formosa) ke ~ fai ie wie “is - 


Queen’s College, eemeiiiane ul aia of the President, for the year 
1907-1908 “ , : P . as 


Fishery Investigations. —Keport of the Committtee apy ointed to inquire 
into the scientific and statistical investigations now being carried on in 
relation to the fis shing industry of the U nited Kingdom 


National Gallery, Ireland.—Lteport of the Director to the Board of 
Governors and Guardians, for the year 1907. 
Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 


Shop Hours Act, 1904 (West Riding of Yorkshire).—Order made by the 
council of the county of West Riding of Yorkshire, fixing the hours of 
closing for certain classes of shops within the urban districts of Ravensth orpe, 
Soothill Nether, and Thornhill. Laid be ‘fore the House, and ordered to 
lie on the Table 


oe 


Navy (Battleship and Crusier Repairs). Return re specting. Laid before 
the House (pursuant to Order of this Day) and to be printed. [No. 204 


Telegraph (Construction) Bill; Bee Pest (Ireland) Bill.—Returned from 
the Commons with the Amendments agreed to 


Endowed Schools (Masters) Bill sun }.—Returned from the Commons 


agreed to, with Amendments ... 


Coroners (Ireland) Bill; Whale Fisheries (Ireland) Bill; Polling Districts and 
Registration of Voters (Ireland) Bill—Returned from the Commons with 
the Amendments, agreed to 


Friendly Societies Bill.—lead 3* (according to Order) further Amendments 
made ; Bill passed, and returned to the Commons... eve 


Small Holdings and Allotments Bill [1.1.}.—Commons Amendments con- 
sidered (according to Order) and agreed to , aw aa : 


Public Works Loans Bill: Expiring Laws Continuance Bill.—Read 3° 
(according to Order, and passed ; ia - oe ‘ 


Old-Age Pensions Bill.—Leturned from the Commons with several of the 


exxi 
Page 
1908 
1908 


1908 


1908 


1908 
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Amendments agreed to ; and several others disagreed to ; with reasons for 


such disagreement. 

Moved “That the Commons reasons for disagreeing to certain of the Lords 
Amendments be considered.”-——( Viscount Wolverhampton.) 

On Question, Motion agreed to. 
Thi Secretary of State for the Colonies (The Earl of Crewe.) 

Moved “That the House do not insist on the said Amendments to which 
the Commons have disagreed.” —(Viscount Volverhampton.) 
Earl Cromer ' 
The Chancellor of the "D. shy of Len uncaster (Vi is: rar Wolverhanpt ton) 


1911 
1913 
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The Marque 3s of Lansdowne 
The Eurl of Crewe ... 
The Marqu 8s of Salibery 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Moved * That the House do not insist on the said Amendment to which the 
Commons have disagreed.”—( Viscount Wolverhampton.) 
Viscount Midh ton 
Viseount Wolverhampton 


. eee eee eee eee eee eee 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Moved, “ ‘That the House do not insist on the said Amendment to which 
the Commons have disagreed.” —(Viscount Wolverhampton.) 
Viscount St. Aldieyn ; nie me ah se elk Sea 
Viscount Wolverhampton... 
On Question, Motion agreed to, 


Moved, “ That the House do not insist on the said Amendment to which 
the Commons have disagreed,”—(Viscount Wolverhumpton.) 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Moved, “ That the House do not insist on the said Amendment to which 
the Commons have disagreed.” —(Viscount Wolverhampton.) 
The Eurl of ¢ ‘amperdown 
Lord Atkinson 
Viscount Wolve rhampton ‘ne eam ae — 
The Mary ss Of Lansdowne 
Lord Ashhourn ee =~ 
The Marg x8 of a we 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Moved, “That the House do not insist on the said Amendment to which 
the Commons have disagre ed.” —(Viscount Wolverhampton.) 
Viscount St. Aldiun 


eee eee eee eee 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Moved, * That the House do not insist on that part of the said Amendment 
to which the Commons have disagreed.”"—( Viscount Wolverhampton.) 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Moved, ‘‘ That the House do not insist on the said Amendments to which 
the Commons have disagreed.” —(Viscount Wolverhuwpton.) 
Lord Atkinson eco eee eee 
Viscount Midleton... 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Moved, “ That the House do not insist on the said Amendment to which 
the Commons have disagreed.” —(Viscount Wolverhampton.) 
The Earl of Cumperdown . 


. eee . . eee eee eee 


Moved, “ That the House do not insist on an said pee en to which 
the Commons have disagreed.” —(Viscount Wolverhampton.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Moved to resolve, “That this House, although not insisting upon its 
Amendments to the Old-Age Pensions Bill, does not accept the Reasons 
offered by the House of Commons, or consent that the said Reasons 
should hereafter be drawn into a precedent. The Bill is, in the opinion 
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of this House, not one for the grant of aids and supplies to His Majesty 
in Parliament, and involves questions of policy affecting the treatment 
of necessitous persons, in which both Houses are concerned, and with 
which this House has in the past been accustomed to dea!.”— 
(The Marquess of Lansdowne.) 
The Lord Chancellor ; 
The Earl of Halsbury 
The Eurl of Dartmouth 
Viscount St. Aldw yn 
The Earl of Crewe 
The Marquess of a ne 

On Question— 

Their Lordships divided :—Contents, 37 ; Not-Contents, 23. 


Irish Universities Bill.—Returned from the Commons with several of the 
Amendments agreed to, and one of the Amendments disagreed to, and an 
Amendment made in lieu thereof. 

The Earl of Crewe ; no iss a ‘a re 
Moved, ‘“ That the Commons’ Amendments to the Lords’ Amendments be 
agreed to.” —( The Earl of Crewe.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 
Moved, “ That this House do not insist on that part of the said Amendment 
to which the Commons have disagreed.” —(The Earl of Crewe.) 
The Margu ss of Lunsdowne 
On Motion, Question agreed to. 
Endowed Schools (Masters) Bill [11.L. |. 


Commons’ Amendments considered (on Motion), and agreed to 


Local Government Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill.—lead |"; to be 
printed, and referred to the Examiners. [No. 203.] 


House adjourned at twenty minutes before Seven o'clock, till 
fo-morrow, half-past Eleven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: FRIDAY, 31st JULY, 1908. 
The House met at 12 of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Local Government Provisional renee o™ 3) Bill (by Order).—Read the 
third time, and passed. : ; : aie : 


PETITIONS. 


Licensing Bill.-—Petitions against; to lie upon the Table. 11 Petitions in 
favour ; to lie upon the Table soe wre “ms . : 


NATAL (TRIAL OF DiNizuLu).—Petition for inquiry ; To lie upon the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 
Queen’s College, Belfast.—Report of the President for the year 1907-8 ; to 
lie upon the Table ; ... - ave win sh pr en ‘ 
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Offences (Ireland).—Return presented, relative thereto; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 289] me Aes — pent «- 1943 
Prosecution of Offences Acts, 1879 and 1884.—KReturn presented, relative 
thereto; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 290] 1943 
Shop Hours Act, 1904. —Order made by the Council of the County of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, fixing the ‘Hours of Closing for certain classes 
of Shops, within the urban districts of Ravensthor pe, Soothill Net her, and 
Thornhill ; to lie upon the Table ae we ioe eel nes oo 1989 
Taxes and Imposts.—Return presented, relative thereto; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 291] 7m “ 1943 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.—Agricultural Statistics, 1906. Vol. 
XLIT. Part Ill. Prices and supplies of Corn, Live — and other 
Agricultural Produce; to lie upon the Table ‘ 1943 
Treaty Series (No. 22, 1908.)—Treaty between the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America providing: (1) For the Conveyance of 
Persons in Custody for Trial either in the Dominion of Canada or the 
United States through the Territory of the other; and (2) for Reciprocal! 
Rights in Wrecking and Salvage in the Waters contiguous to the Boundary 
between the Dominion of Canada and the United States. Signed at 
Washington, 18th May, 1908.° Ratifications exchanged at Washington, 
30th June, 1908; to lie upon the Table 1944 
Trade Reports (Annual Series).— Diplomatic and Consular Wedgie Annual 
Series, No. 4083; To lie upon the Table... ons we sa L944 
Statistical Abstract (Foreign Countries).Statistical Abstract for the 
principle and other Foreign Countries in each year from 1896 to 1905-6 ; 
to lie upon the Table i449 
Trade (Foreign Countries and British Possessions).—Abstract and 
detailed Tables showing Countries of Consignment of Imports and 
Countries of Ultimate Destination of Exports ; to lie upon the Table 1944 
Denmark (New Customs Tariff). —Translation of the Law establishing a 
New Customs Tariff for Denmark ; together with comparison, as far as 
possible, of the Rates of Customs Duty contained in the New Tariff with 
the rates at present in force, and the English equivalents of both ; to lie 
upon the Table . 1944 
Gas Undertakings. —Return order, ‘“ relating to all authorised Gas Under- 
takings in the United Kingdom ” si oe Rai . 1944 
Gas Undertakings (Local Authorities).—Return ordered, “relating to all 
authorised Gas Undertakings in the United Kingdom belonging to Local 
Authorities for the year ended the 31st day of March, 1908 wee 1945 
Emigration and Immigration.—Copy ordered, “of Statistical Tables 
relating to Emigration and Immigration from and into the United Kingdom 
in the vear 1907, and Report to the Board of Trade thereon ” 1945 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Men Employed by Tramway Companies ees we w. 1945 
Acyuisition of Estate of Mrs. Charlotte E. Hynes ‘ ene 1945 


1946 
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943 — Listowel Fair Rent Applications... eee ose os ind aka - 1946 - 
Scottish Firms and Post Office Contracts ... _ oe ba oe ove 1947 
943 — “The Iron and Coal Trade Review ” a ads an aes a3 cas 198i 
Postmen’s Duty at Port Talbot ets re wits wee ee ini we 1949 
Tenders for New Scottish Fishery Cruisers aa or wis us asec uae 
Irish Fisheries Grant Supplementary Estimates ... ae we wide ... 1948 
L943 The Jasdan Succession ose vee eae ae ae waa awe cos 1949 
Naval Officers and Foreign Languages —... — ie ate eos 1949 
1948 Pay for Rough Carpentry Work in Government Workshops ows ani --- 1950 
Loss of H.M.S. “ Whiting ” “e ne ore ada wa aay wee 1950 
1943 Postal Delay at Waterville and Ci ae ws si iat an ove 1953 
Bolton Postal Statf ... is sae aa ce or aa aa sas 39G) 
Manchester Postal Statf es swe a aaa aa eos 195] 
Postal Telegraphic Duties at Bournemouth ies a ais aes ove 3952 
Post Office Accommodation at Ballymoney win -_ ane on oe 1952 
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Cost of Reformatories and Industrial Schools... eee vue aaa vee 4905 
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Salaries of Excise Otticers ... aa aes ate on ee até ... 1960 
1944 Bsipplementary Estimates... a a3 ne me ve “as ... 1961 
Purchase of the Hort Estate es , és .. 1961 

1944 Binpaid Mess Debts contracted by Staff Sueee Scully, Dublin Muareaniitin 
Police... ‘ - mtr sas dite xis .-. 1963 
Evicted Teena of Mr, James Sisk oe aa i ... 1964 
1945 Pireatment of Irish School Inspectors eee ae wae ve nie ... 1964 
loyal Irish Constabulary Bill re sue — oii ons sith --. 1965 
_ Bish Education Grants ate ae ry aaa re me re «- 1965 
19) Arelsh Disestablishment ... oes _ ron is or sé ... 1966 
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Polling Districts and Registration of Voters (Ireland) Bill.—Lords’ 


Amendments to be considered forthwith ; considered, and agreed to vga. E9GS 


SITTINGS OF THE Housk.—Resolved, That this House do meet To-morrow, at 
Ten of the Clock.—(Mr. J. Pease.) ri ay J ... 1968 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. } 
Lord R. Cecil (Marylebone, E.) ... ee ta es ea << LOGE 


Old-Age Pensions Bill. 
Lords Amendments considered. 
Lords Amendment— 
“In page 1, line 5, after ‘(1),’ to insert the words ‘until the 
thirty-first day of December one thousand nine hundred and fifteen. ’” 
Motion made, and Question, “ That this house doth disagree with the Lords 
in the said Amendments,” put and agreed to. 
Lords Amendment— 

“Tn page 1, line 21, at end, to insert the words ‘as verified wher- 
ever practicable by certificates of birth or baptism or in the absence 
of such certificates by census returns or othér official documents, or 
where no such certificates or documents are attainable in such other 
manner as may seem sufficient to the pension authorities.’ ” 

The Chancellor of the Exclequer (Mr. Lloyd-George, Curnarvon Boroughs) 971 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth disagree with 
the Lords in the said Amendment.” 


Mr. A. Pi Balfour (City of London) 
Mr. Lloyd-George Ree iikie ar ane 
Lord R. Cecil eee eee eee eve 


Question put, and agreed to. 


eee eee ere eee eee 1971 


Lords Amendment— 


“In page 1, line 22, after the word ‘must’ to insert the words 
‘satisfy the ponsion authorities that.’’ 


Mr. Lloyd-George ... a eee eee ese ese see sea L000 


Motion made, and Question, “That this House doth agree with the Lords 
in the said Amendment,” put. and agreed to. 


Lords Amendments— 


“In page 2, line 24, to leave out the first ‘have,’ and to insert 
the words ‘he has,’ and to leave out the second ‘have,’ and to insert 
the word ‘has.’” 


“In page 2, line 1, to leave out the words ‘ means of the,’ and after 
the word ‘person,’ to insert the words ‘must satisfy the pension 
authorities that his yearly means.’” 

“In page 2, line 2, to leave out the word ‘must,’ anl to insert 
the word ‘do.’ 

Agreed to. 








968 


ert 
ert 


ter 
ion 


sert 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. exxvii 
Page 


July 31.] 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, line 7, to leave out from the word ‘until’ to the 
word ‘ Parliament’ in line 9.’ ” 

Motion made, and Question, “That this House doth disagree with the 
Lords in the said Amendments.’—(J/r.  Lloyd-‘teorge)—put, and 
agreed to. 

Lords Amendment— 

“Tn page 2, line 24, to leave out the word ‘ for,’ and to insert the 
words ‘ during the last.’ ” 
Mr Lloyd-George ... 


\otion made, and Question sienna, * Th: ut this House doth disagree with 
the Lords in the said Amendment.” 


Mr. Bowles (Lambeth, Norwo -— 
Mr. A. J. Balfour ... 
Mr. Lloyd- (fe 20r Je 
Lord R. Ceeil 

Mr. ry (reorge 

Lord R. Cecil i 
Mr. C a (II ‘wilwich) js 
Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, S.) 


The Prime Minister and First Lord of ‘te Treas “ a (Mr. Asquith, Fife. 


shire, E.) és 
Mr, Lupton (Line olnshive, Sleaford) 


Lords Amendment disagreed to, 


Lords Amendment— 


“In page 3, line 17, after the word ‘and’ to insert the words ‘ if 


the term of imprisonment to which he is sentenced exceeds one month 


he shall be disqualified.’ ” 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth disagree with 


the Lords in the said Amendment.” —(.VWr. L/oyd-George.) 
Mr. A. J. Balfour ... 

Mr. Jesse Collings (Birmingham, } Bordesle 1) 

Lord R. Cecil ial 

Mr. Asquith vid 


(Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 145 ; Noes, 33. (Division List No. 239.) 
Lords Amendment— 


“In page 4, line 2, after the word ‘him,’ to insert the words 
to produce the largest income that can be reasonably obtained Has n 
it. 99) 
Mr. Lloyd-George ... “a 
Mr. A. J. Balfour ... “ata 
Mr. Lloyd- ‘Said én 
Mr. Bowles ... 
Mr. Goulding (Worce este yw 
Myr. Harold Cox (Preston). 
Mr. re Collings _ 
Mr. A. J. Balfour “ea vad eis 
The yor ney-Creneral (Sir W. Robson, South Shields) 
Sir H. Norman (Wolverhampton, 8.) 
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Mr. Crooks ... ae eae bie's er ‘ne re 
Lord R. Cecil site pee see a; Sie rer 
Vr. Mond (Chester) 

Mr. James Hope (She, fie ld, Central) 


Question, “That this House doth disagree with ais Lords in the said 
Amendment” put, and agreed to. 
Lords Amen Iment— 

“In page 5, line 20, at end, to insert the words ‘ (/) if any person 
is aggrieved by the refusal or neglect of a local pension committee to 
consider a claim for a pension, or to determine any question referred 
to them, that person may apply in the prescribed manner to the 
central pension authority, and that authority may, if they consider 
that the local pension committee have refused or neglected to consider 
and determine the claim or question within a reasonable time, them- 
selves consider and determine the claim or question in the same manner 
as on an appeal from the decision of the local pension committee.’ ” 

Question, “That this House doth agree with the Lords in the said Amerd- 
ment ” put, and agreed to. 
Lords Amendment— 

‘In page 5, after subsection (@) to insert the words ‘(e) The ex- 
pression ‘ party aggrieved ’ shall include a member of the said commit- 
tee who has taken part in the consideration of the report and has 
dissented from the decision.’ ” 

Mr. Lhoyd-George ... ‘ae ane n na 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth disagree with 

the Lords in the said Amendment.”—(Vr. Lloyd-George.) 

Mr. A. J Balfour ... cen oes 


(Juestion put, and agreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 

“Tn page 5, line 30, at end, to insert the words ‘for the purposes 
of this subsection the expression “borough” includes a Metropolitan 
borough and the city of London, and the expression “ council of 
borough” includes the council of a Metropolitan borough, and as 
respects the City of London, the mayor, aldermen, and commons of the 
City of London in Common council assembled.’ ” 


Motion made and Question, “ That the House doth disagree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment,” put, and agreed to.- 


Lords Amendment— 


“In page 5, after line 40, to insert as a new subsection ‘(3) The 


Local Government Board may appoint any person or any persons not: 


exceeding three in number to be a member or members of any local 
pensions committee, or of any sub-committee appointed by the latter, 
who shall, when appointed, have all the rights of ordinary members of 
such committees.’ ’ 


Motion made, and Question, ‘That this House doth disagree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment,” put, and agreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 


“In page 6, after line 6, to insert as a new subsection: ‘(6) Any 
reference in this Act to pension authorities shall be construed as a 
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reference to the pension officer, the local pension committee, and the 
central pension authority, or to any one of them, as the case re- 
quires.’ ” 

“In page 6, line 7, after the word ‘obtaining,’ to insert th: words 
‘or containing. 


Agreed to. 
Lords Amendment. 


“Tn page 6, line 8, after the word ‘ Act,’ to insert the words 

‘either for himself or for any other person, or for the purpose of 
obtaining or continuing an old-age pension under this Act for himself 
or for any other person at a higher rate than that appropriate to 
the case.’ ” 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth agree with 
the Lords in the said Amendment.” —(Vr. Lloyd-George.) 
Mr. A. J. Balfour... 
Mr. Lloyd-Geor ¢ 


Question put, and agreed to. 
Lords Amendment— 

“Tn page 6, line 9, after the word ‘representation,’ to insert the 
words ‘ or if any person directly or indirectly deprives himself of any 
income or property in order to qualify himself for the receipt of an 
old-age pension, or for the receipt of an old-age pension at a higher 
rate than that to which he would otherwise be entitled under 
this Act.’” 

Mr. Lloyd-George 


Motion made and Question proposed, “That this House doth disagree with 
“ pro} ’ 5 
the Lords in the said Amendment.” —(Vr. Lloyd-George.) 
Lord R. Ceeil sid ss va ‘a wee wee 
Mr, Lloyd-George ... as ae 
Question put, and agreed to. 
Lords Amendment— 
“Tn page 6, after line 11, to insert as a new subsection: ‘(2) The 
ial ’ ’ 
pension officer may at any time, without the matter having been 
referred to him, call upoy and require a person in receipt of an old-age 
pension to establish that he has not since the same was granted to him 
become disqualified to receive it, and the pension officer shall inquire 
into the matter of the pensioner’s disqualification and report on the 
same to the pension committee, who shall receive and, as far as 
applicable, act upon the said report as if it were a report received 
under the provisions of Section 7, subsection (c) of this Act.’” 
Mr, Lloyd-Goorge ... a és rr ae ais wa 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth disagree 
with the Lords in the said Amendment.’ ”—(J/r. Lloyd-George.) 
Mr. Bowles... ee eee eee eee ee eee 
Mr, Barnes (Glasgow, Blackfriars) wea ae aaa 
Question put, an1 agreed to. 
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Lords Amendment— 


“In page 7, after line 17, to insert as a new subsecti-n: ‘(3) 
Every regulation under this Act shall be laid before each House of 
Parliament forthwith, and if an Address is presented to His Majesty 
by either House of Parliament within the next subsequent twenty- 
one days on which that House had sat next after any such regulation 
is laid before it, praying that the regulation may be annulled, His 
Majesty in Council may annul the regulation, and it shall thenceforth 
be void, but without prejudice to the validity of anything previously 
done thereunder.’ ” 


Agreed to. 


Committee of seven Members appointed to draw up reasons to be 


assigned to the Lords for disagreeing to certain of the Amendments 
made by the Lords to the Bill. 


Committee nominated of—Mr. Asquith, Mr. Balfour, Mr. Chancellor of 


the Exchequer, Mr. Harcourt, Mr. Arthur Henderson, Mr. Patrick 
O’Brien, and Mr. Eugene Wasun. 


Three to be the quorum. 


Committee to withdraw immediately.—(Jr Lloyd-George.) 


Irish Universities Bill.—Lords Amendments considered. 
Lords Amendments— 


“Tn Clause 3, after the word ‘divinity,’ to insert the words 
‘Provided that no test of religious belief shall be imposed by the 
gover. ing body of cither of the two new Universities or any 
constituent college on any such professor or lecturer as a condition of 
his appointment or recognition by the governing body as such pro- 
fessor or lecturer.’ ” 

“Tn page 3, after line 35, to insert the following new subsections : 
‘(3) The governing body of a University or constituent college to 
which the statute relates, or any other person, corporation, or body 
directly affected by the statute may, within three months from the 
notification thereof in the Dublin Guzette, petition the Lord-Lieutenant 
in Council to disallow the whole or any part thereof. (4) The Lord- 
Lieutenant in Council may refer any such petition to the Irish 
Universities Committee with a direction that the Committee hear the 
petitioner personally or by counsel, and report specially to the 
Lord-Lieutenant in Council on the matter of tthe petition. (5) If the 
committee report in favour of the disallowance ot the statute or any 
part thereof, the Lord-Lieutenant may, by Order in Council, disallow 
the whole or part thereof accordingly, but any such disallowance shall 
be without prejudice to the making of a new statute.’ ’ 

“In page 4, lines 1 to 3, to leave out subsection (2) and to insert 
as a new subsection *(2) The Dublin Commissioners shall be the Right 
Hon. Christopher Pa'les, Alexander Anderson, John Pius Boland, Sir 
William Francis Butler, Denis Joseph Cofley, Stephen Gwynn, Henry 
Jackson, Sir John Rhys, The Most Rev. William Walsh, Bertram 
Coghill Alan Windle; and the Belfast Commissioners shall be His 
Honour James J chnston Shaw, Samuel Dill, the Rev. ‘thomas Hamilton, 
! onald Macalister, Robert T. Martin, Sir Arthur Wiiliam Rucker, 
Johnson Symington,’ ” 


Agree d to, 


Puge 





Te 


Be 


ge 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. €xxxl 
July 31.] Page 
Lords Amendment— 


“In page 5, line 39, after the word ‘funds,’ to insert the words 
‘and the professor or lecturer is not eligible for membership of the 
General Board of Studies, or of any faculty other than the faculty of 
theology ; or (4) the erection of any church, chapel, or place of religious 
observance by means of private benefaction within or without the 
precincts of the University or college.’ ” 

The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) oa .-- 2001 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth disagree with 
the Lords in the said Amendment.” —(J/7. Birrell.) 


Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, 8.) eee Bx ee des “i ... 2002 
Mr. Kettle (Tyrone, 13) Gaere “ai ees is aes was ... 2003 
Mr. Jesse ( ‘ollings ( Birmingham, Bordesie) ae aes re ... 2005 
Mr. Butcher (Cambridge University) wa x _ re .-. 2006 
Lord Edmund Talbot (Sussea, Chichester) ... was mee aac ... 2006 


Mr. Hay Morgan (Cornwall, Truro) ea aA eee o ic mae 
Mr Haviland Burke (King’s County, Tullamere) ... ax ae ... 2008 


Si Philip Magnus ( London University) ... awa «on “ee ... 2008 
Mr. Massie (Wiltshire, Cricklade) Pre are aaa «aa --. 2009 
Mr. Walsh (Lancashire, Ince) aun wee aad Ki eee .-- 2009 
Mr. Byles (Sulford, N.) ... Pee ae ves re «ne .-- 2010 
Mr. Verney ( Buckinghamshir , N.) sas aaa ce re sco 2UAS 


Question put. 
The House divided :—-Ayes, 142; Noes, 40. (Division List No. 240.) 
Lords Amendment— 

“In page 5, line 41, after the word ‘ teaching’ to inse:t the word 
or’ and leave out the words ‘ or religious worship.’ ” 
Agreed to. 


An Amendment made vo the Bill in lieu of the Lords Amendment— 

“In page 5, line 39, which was disagreed to, by inserting in 
page 5, line 41, at the end thereof, the words ‘and no professor of or 
lecturer in theology or divinity shall be eligible for membership of the 
General Board ot Studies or of any faculty other than the faculty of 
theology.’ "—(Mr. Birrell.) 

Remaining Lords’ Amendments agreed to. 
Committee appointed to draw up reasons to be assigned to the Lords for 
disagreeing to one of the Amendments made by the Lords to the Bill. 
Committee nominated of, Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland, Mr. Birrell, 
Mr. Bright, Mr. Walter Long, and Mr. Herbert Samnel. 
Three to be the quorum. 
To withdraw immediately.—(J/r. Birrell.) 
Telegraph (Construction) Bill.—Lords Amendments considered, and agreed 
to ; ee ei ee wes es eae ax .-- 2013 
Bee Pest (Ireland) Bill.—-Lords Amendments considered, and agreed to 2014 
Whale Fisheries Ireland Bill.—Lords Amendment to omit subsection (1) of 
Clause 5 considered. 


oe 


Mr. Mooney (Newry). 


The Attorney-U we ral for lrelaud (Vr. Chers 4, Liv rpo i] Rachange) ... 2014 
Lords Amendment agreed io. 
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ADJOURNMENT (AUTUMN SITTINGS). 
Mr. Asquith . 2014 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “That this House at its rising 
to-morrow do adjourn until Monday, 12th October, next; that for the 
remainder of the session Government business have precedence at every 
sitting ; that at the conclusion of Government business on each day 
— Spe: aker do adjourn the House without Question put; and that 
1 Fridays the House, unless it otherwise resolves, shall at its rising 
ond adjourned until the following Monday.”—(Jr. Asquith.) 
Sir Charles IV. Dilke (Gloucestershire, Forest of Dean) 2016 
Amendment proposed- - 
“To leave out from the word ‘next,’ to the end of the Question.” — 
(Sir Charles Dilke.) . 
Question proposed, “That the words proposed to be left out stand part ot 
the Question. 
Mr. 2 Asquith : 2018 
Mr. A. J. Balfour.. ; 2018 
Sir Francis ¢ hanning ( Northamptonshire, E) ) 2019 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald (Leicester) 2020 
Mr. J. MacVeagh (Down, S.) 2021 
Mr. Jewett Siesie W.) 2025 
Mr. Asquith 2024 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr, A. BE. W. Mason (Coventry) Ser via sg s+ 2025 
The Under-See retary of State for the ( belanies (Colonel Seely, Live rpool, 
Abevcromby) : ss rr . 2028 
Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) ee 2034 
Mr. Laurence Hardy (Kent, Ashford) 2037 
Mr. Essex (Gloucester shire, Cirencester) 2040 
Mr. Gretton (Rutland?) 2042 
Mr. Lloyd- Geor ye 9045 
Mr. Morrell (Oxfordshire, He ley)... Ke 2050 
Mr. Montagu (Cambridgeshire, Che ‘th yton).. - 2053 
The Treasurer of the Tlouse hold (Sir E rer Rteache Ns Sone 1? selshire, >) ) 2055 
Mr. Se ddin (Lancashire, Newton) wee 2058 
Mr. Gladstone he : 206] 
Mr. Cleland (Glasgow, Blackfriars) 2063 
Mr. Dundas White (Dumbartonshire) ae 2066 
The Secretary for Scotland (Mr. Sinclair, For fa shir ) 2067 
Mr. Dalziel (Kirkealdy Burghs) 2069 
Mr Whitley (Halifax) ws 2069 
Mr. Rees (Montgomery Boroughs) ... 2070 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolved, That this House, at its rising to-morrow, do adjourn until 
Monday, 12th October next; that for the remainder of the session 
Government business have precedence at every sitting; that at the 
conclusion of Government business each day Mr. Speaker do adjourn 
the House without Question put ; and that on Fridays the House, unless 


it otherwise resolves, shall at its rising stand adjourned until the 
following Monday. 
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Old-Age Pensions Bill. 


Reasons for disagreeing to several of the Lords Amendments reported, and 
agreed to. 


To be communicated to the Lords. —( Mr. Lloyd-George.) 
Irish Universities Bill. 


Reasons for disagreeing to one of the Lords Amendments reported, and 
agreed to. 


To be communicated to the Lords.—( Mr. Birrell.) 
MessaGE FROM THE Lorps. 


That they have agreed to,—Expiring Laws Continuance Biil, Public Works 
Loans Bill, without Amendment :— 





Friendly Societies Bill, with Amendments : — 

Amendments to Small Holdings and Allotments Bill [Lords], without 
Amendment. 

That they have passed a Bill, intituled, « An Act to consolidate The Com- 
panies Act, 1862, and the Acts amending it.” [Companies Consolidation 
Bill | Lords. | 

And also a Bill, intituled, “ An Act toamend the Lunacy Acts, 1890 and 
1891.” [Lunacy Bill (Lords. | es - 

Friendly Societies Bill.—Lords Amendments to be considered forthwith ; 
considered and agreed to. 

EMIGRATION AND ImMMIGRATION.—Return presented, relative thereto {ordered 
31st July; Mr. Churchill|; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 292. ] ea ; eee a ows eee “ 
Whereupon Mr. Deputy-SPEAKER, pursuant to the Order of the House of 

10th July, adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at nine minutes after Seven o'clock. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, SATURDAY, Ist AUGUST, 1908. 
RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.—Report of proceedings at the 
Eighteenth Annual Meeting of Representatives of Authorities under the 
Sea Fisheries Regulation Act, 1888 dss ae es rer 

Denmark (New Customs Tariff).—Translation of the law establishing a 
new customs tariil for Denmark - ve aa as , ‘ 

Statistics.—Statistical Abstract for the principal and other foreign countries 
in each year from 1896 to 1905-1906 


Trade.—Annual statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions, 1907. Supplement to Volumes I. and 
IT. 

Board of Education.-—Outline of the successive legislative and administrative 
conditions affecting the relation of the Board of Education to Agricultural 
Edueation. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 
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BusINESS OF THE House.— Standing Order No. XXXIX considered ey 
to order), and suspended for this d: ay’s sitting be . 2073 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Commons Regulations (Towyn Trewan) Provisional Order Bill.— Moved, 
that Standing Order No. 102B be dispensed with (Lord Steward (EF. 
Bevuchamp) (for the karl Carrington) ); agreed to; Committee negatived. 
Then (Standing Order No. XXXLX. having been suspended); Bill read 3°, 
and passed swe “ bs a ee a Ses a ... 2073 


Friendly Societies Bill.- Returned from the Commons with the Amendments, 
agreed to eee oF ae eo ‘ ns at = cox BOCE 


Consolidated Funds (Appropriation Bill.—Brought from the Commons. 
Read 1*: Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. having heen suspended), Bill 
read 2* (The por Steward (#. Bevuchamp): Committee negatived ; Bill 
read 3*, and passed Sa Se a 7 i ter ve see BOCES 
House adjourned during pleasure. 


House resumed. 


COMMISSION. 
The following Bills received the Royal Assent. 


1. Consolidated (Appropriation). 2. Finance. 3. Patents and De- 
signs. 3. Fatal Accidents (Damages) (No. 2.) 5. Police (Superannuation). 
6. Public Health (Markets in Rural Districts). 7. Post Office Savings 
Bank. &. Tobacco Growing (Scotland). 9. Wild Birds. 10, Companies. 
11. Polling Districts (County Councils). 12. Polling Arrangements (Par- 
liamentary Boroughs). 13. Cran Measures. 14. Evicted Tenants (Ire- 
land). 15. Agricultural Holding. 16. Public Works Loans. 17. Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction (Ireland). 18. Small Holdings and Allotments. 19. Bee 
Pest (Ireland). 20. Friendly Societies. 21. Naval Marriages. 22. Ex 


am. 


piring Law Continuance. 23. Old-Age Pensions. 24. isie of Man (Customs 
Duties). 25. Seed Potatoes and Seed Oats Supply (Ireland). 26. Naval 
Lands (Volunteers). 27. Whale Fisheries (Ireland). 28. Cost in Criminal 


Cases. 29. Married Women’s Property. 30. Polling Districts and Regis- 
tration of Voters (Ireland). 31. University of Durham. 92. Grand Jury 
(Ireland) Act,1836, Amendment. 33. Registration. 34. Coroners (Lre- 
land). 35. Endowed Schools (Masters). 36. Irish Universities. 37. 
Telegraph (Constructicn). 38. Public Offices Sites (Extension). 39. Ayr 
Corporation Tramways Order Confirmation. 40. Buckie Burgh and Buckie 
(Cluny) Harbour Order Confirmation. 41. Electric Lighting Provisional 
Orders (No. 1). 42. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 2). 48. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 3). 44. Lanarkshire Tramways 
Order Confirmation. 45. Lanarkshire (Middle Ward District) Water 
Order Confirmation. 46, Paisley District Tramways Order Confirmation. 
47. Land Drainage Provisional Order. 48. Metropolitan Commons Pro 
visional Order. 49. Troon (Loch Bradan) Water Order Confirmation. 
50. Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 1). 51. Local 
Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 2). 52. Local Government 
(Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 3). 53. Local Government (Ireland) Pio- 
visional Order (No. 4), 54. Galashiels Drainage and tin Extension 
Order Contirmation. 55. Falkirk and District Water Order Contirmation. 
56. Education Board Provisional Orders Contirmation (London). 57. Glas 
gow and Sonth Western Railway Order Confir vation. 58. ‘Tramways 
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Orders Confirmation (No. 2.) 59. Gas and Water Orders Confirmation. 
60. Gas Orders Confir.nation. 61. Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1). 62. Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2). 63. Pier and 
Harbour Provisional Order (No. 3). 64. Lanark Corporation (Extension 
of Boundaries, &c.) Order Confirmation. 65. Marriages Provisional Order. 
66. Usk Fisheries Provisional Order Confirmation. 67. Wye Fisheries 
Provisional Order. 68. Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1). 69. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 2). 70. Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 4). 71. Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5.) 
72. Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 6). 73. Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No.7). 74. Local Government Provisional Order (No. 
8). 75. Local Government Provisional Orders (No.9). 76. Local Govern- 
ment Provisional Orders (No. 10). 77. Local Government Provisional 
Order (No. 11). 78. Edinburgh and District Water Order Confirmation. 
79. Commons Regulations (fowyn Trewan) Provisional Order. 80. Con- 
way and Colwyn Bay Joint Water Board. 81. Lincoln Corporation. 82. 
North Eastern Railway. 83. North East London Railway. 84. Bury and 
District Joint Water Board. 85. Draycott Gas. 86. Cardiff Railway. 
87. King’s College London (Transfer). 88. Audenshaw Urban District 
Council. 89. Trawe Valley Gas. 90. Bristol Tramways. 91. Cambrian 
Railways. 92. North British and Mercantile Insurance Comrany. 93. 
Upton Town Hall. 94. Blaydon and Ryton Water (Transfer). 5. 
Bromley and Crays Gas. 96. Stockport Corporation. 67. Humber 
Commercial Railway and Dock. 98. Southwell District Gas. 99. Louth 
and East Coast Railway (Transfer) 100. Seaham Harbour Dock. 101. 
Camborne Water. 102. Briton Ferry Urban District Council. 103. 
Bristol Corporation. 104. Leicester Corporation. 105. Rochester Bridge. 
106. Doncaster Corp vation, 107. Motherwell Burgh Extension, ete. 
108. Swinton and Mexbrough Gas. 109. Merthyr Tydfil Corporation. 
110. Garw and Ogmore Gas. 111. Barry Railway. 112. Metropolitan 
District Railway. 113. Tati Vale Railway. 114. Northern Assurance 
Company. 135. Commercial Union Assurance Company. 116. Leeds 
Corporation. 117. Pontypridd Water. 118. Bognor Gas Light and 
Coke Company. 119. South Wales Electrical Power Distribution. 120, 
Aire and Calder Navigation. 121. Glyncorrwg Urban District Council. 
122. Wishaw Burgh Electrical, ete. 125. Wolverhampton Corporation. 
124. Finchley Urban District Council. 125. Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Towcester, and Midland Junction Railway, Evesham, Redditch, and 
Stratford-upon-Avon Junction Railway, and Fast and West Junction 
Railway (Amalgamation). 126. London County Council (Tramways and 
Improvements). 127. London County Council (Money). 128. Maceles- 
field and District Tramways (Abandonment). 129. Honourable Artillery 
Company. 130. Leith Burgh. 131. London, Brighton, and South Coast 
Railway. 132. Liverpool Corporation (General Powers). 133. Tyne 
Improvement, 154. Widnes Corporation. 155. Margate Corporation. 
136. Manchester Corporation. 137. Burnley Corporation. 138. Amman- 
ford Urban District Council Water. 159. Metropolitan Electric Tramways. 
140. Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and Water. 141. Wath and 
Bolton Gas Board. 142. South West Surburban Water. 143. Blackburn 
Corporation. 144. Keighley Corporation. 145. Great Northern, Picca- 
dilly, and Brompton Railway. 146. Thames River Steamboat Service 
Act 1904 (Amendment). 147. Holderness Water. 148. London United 
Tramways. 149. Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tramways (No. 2). 
150. Sligo and Arigna Railway. 151. Criccieth Water and Improvement 
152. Padiham Urban District Council. 153. Central Ireland Electric 
Power. 154. Gosport Gas. 155. London County Council (General 
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Powers). 156. Pavensthorpe Urban District Council. 157. Crystal 
Palace Company. 158. River Wandle Protection, 159. Dover Graving 
Docks. 160. Tollemache Estate se “se wai sae son we. 2074 


House adjourned at twenty minutes past Twelve o'clock, to 
Monday, the 12th of October next, a quarter past Four o'clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: SATURDAY, Ist AUGUST, 1908. 
The House met at Ten of the Clock. 


PETITIONS. 


Children Bill.—Petition in favour ; to lie upon the Table _... a ... 2078 

Daylight Saving Bill.—Petition in favour ; to lie upon the Table ... ws. 2078 

Licensing Bill.—3 Petitions against ; to lie upon the Table. 19 Petitions in 
favour ; to lie upon the Table _ ies sai is hat w. 2078 


RETURNS, REPORTS, &c. 
Fishery Investigation.— Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the Scientific and Statistical Investigations now being carried on in relation 
to the Fishing Industry of the United Kingdom ; to lie upon the Table .... 2079 


National Gallery (Ireland).—Report of the Director of the National Gallery 
of Ireland to the Board of Governors and Guardians for the year 1907 ; to 
lie upon the Table ve _ gis Wee oa AM a4 wos BOTS 


Local Taxation Licences, &c., 1907-8.—Return presented, relative thereto 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 293. a . 2079 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.—Report of the Proceedings at the 
Eighteenth Annual Meeting of Representatives of Authorities under The 


4 


Sea Fisheries Regulation Act, 1888; to lie upon the Table... ~~ -»» 2079 


Board of Education.—Outline of the successive Legislative and Adminstrative 
Conditions affecting the relation of the Board of Education to Agricultural 
Education ; to lie upon the Table. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES 


Reinstatement of Evicted Tenants in County Monaghan... oe we, «oe 2079 
Open Air Schools —... oy ag _ ae ua of ” ... 2080 
Welsh School Case ... 93 ae oS re hs — a ... 2080 
Recognition of Training Colleges... ee Sy ee ... 2080 
Structural Improvements of De mominational Schools in Single-School Areas... 2081 
De Blaguiere Estate, County Clare re “es “ bh i ... 2081 
H.M.S. “ Defence” ... oe as Bes oe ee ee «s 2088 
Naval Programmes ... oy a ne ~ ee wie ms ... 2083 
H.M.S. “Indomitable ” 2 re oe i ae ... 2084 
Naval Manceuvres... we re a sh aay ner a .. 2084 


Milk Prosecutions .., ia me aie as mee a a .». 2084 
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Fish Landed in Isle of Lewis ... 2085 
Ribble Fisheries mm ..- 2085 
Action of Kildorrery a ati . 2086 
Birmingham Postal Servants and their hen of ios .-» 2086 
Old Age Pensions—Charities and Annuities ... 2086 
Bombay Riots—Sentences we .. 2087 
Justification for Sentence for Sending Seditious Ddegane ..- 2087 
Rioting in Bombay ... _ . 2087 
Deputy Lieutenants in Queen’s County . 2088 
Distribution of Land in County Cavan .. 2088 
Baths in Constabulary Depot, Dublin . 2089 
Constabulary Recruits in Dublin ... 2089 
Royal Irish Constabulary Depot Canteens . 2090 
QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 
Director-General of Army Finance ... . 2091 
Kitcheners’ Fighting Scouts eee . 2092 
Alcohol Imports into Nigeria . 2093 
Indemnity Acts—Precedent for Governors sailing pa 2093 
Dinizulu . 2094 


Motor Speeds in a a - 
Liverpool Prosecution under the Mer adios Nasiin Act 


- 2095 


2096 
Sutherlandshire Evictions—Burning of a Crofter’s House 2096 
Tobacco Growing in Scotland ou is pee one . 2097 


Consolidated Fund Appropriation Bill. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That this Bill be read a third 
time.” 


Mr. Mackarness (Berkshire, Newbury) -« 2007 
Mr. G. Greenwood (Peterborough) ... ‘ sil ‘a — - 2099 
Mr. Byles (Salford, N.) ... one 2100 
The Under-Secretary of State for “the Colonies (C ‘olonel ‘Seely, Liverpool 
Abercromby) . jas , .- 2100 
Mr. Crooks (Woolwich) , «os SION 
Mr. Pickersgill (Bethnal Green, SW ae. wes od ban -- 3102 
The President of the Local Gover nment Board ( Mr. John Burns, Battersea) 2103 
Mr. Morton (Sutherland) . . - ove wee a .-. 2104 


Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


That they do not insist on their Amendments to the Old-age Pensions Bill 
to which this House has disagreed. 
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That they do not insist on their Amendment to the Irish Universities Bill 
to which this House has disagreed, and agree to the Amendment 
made by’ the Commons to the Amendment made by the Lords without 
Amendment. 

That they have agreed to,—Consolidated Fund (Appropriation Bill, 
Commons Regulation (Towyn Trewan) Provisional Order Bill, without 
Amendment. 


Amendments to—Endowed Schools (Masters) Bill [Lords], without 
Amendment, 


Message to attend the Lords Commissioners... if Ere eee .. 2106 
The House went ;—and, having returned ;... 


Mr. SPEAKER reported the Royal assent to a number of Acts (see 
page 2074). 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to the Order of the House of 10th 
July, adjourned the House, without Question put, till Monday, 12th 
October. 


Adjourned at Twenty-three minutes after 12 o'clock. 


END oF TABLE OF CoNTENTS to VoL. CXCILI. 
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Wednesday, 22nd July, 1908. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tram- 
ways (No. 2) Bill.—The CHAirMAN of 
CoMMITTEES informed the House that the 
opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. 


Margate Corporation Bill.—Read 3+, 
with the Amendments ; further Amend- 
ments made; Bill passed, and returned 
to the Commons. 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tram 


ways (No. 2) Bill.—Committed for 
To-morrow. 

Liverpool Corporation (Streets and 
Buildings) bBill.—Brought from the 


Commons, read 1*, and referred to the 
Examiners. 

Falkirk and District Water Order 
Confirmation Bill [H.1].--Returned from 
the Commons agreed to. 

VOL. CXCIII. [FourtsH Sertes.] 


Day OF JANUARY IN THE 


KING 


VOLUME 


EIGHTH YEAR OF THE 


EDWARD VIL. 


OF SESSION 1908. 


Stratford-upon-Avon, ‘Towcester, and 
Midland Junction Railway, Evesham, 
Redditeh, and Stratford-on-Avon Junction 
Railway, and East and West Junction 
Railway (Amalgamation) Bill [H.1.} ; 
London County Council (Tramways and 
Improvements) Bill | H1.L].-—-Returned from 
the Commons agreed to, with Amend- 
ments ; the said Amendments considered, 
and agreed to. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 5)--Bradfield (Rural Order)— 
Report from the Select Committee ; That 
the Committee had not proceeded wit! 
the consideration of the said Order, the 
opposition thereto having been with- 
drawn ; read, and ordered to lie on the 
Table: The Orders made on the 15th 
instant respecting the commitment of 
the Bill to a Select Committee in regerd 
to the said Order discharged. 


Lanark Corporation (Extension of 
Boundaries, &c.) Order Confirmation Bill. 
—Kead 1*; tobe printed ; and (pursuant 
to the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 189y), deemed to have 
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been read 2* (The Lord Herschell), and 
reported from the Committee. [No. 174.| 
PETITION. 
OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL. 
Petition against ; of persons signing ; 
read, and ordered to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 





DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILK SHOPS 
(IRELAND). 

The Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milk Shops 
(Ireland) Order of the 3rd February 
1908, and correspondence addressed to 
local authorities in Lreland with respect 
to the said Order: Laid before the 
House (pursuant to Order of yesterday) 
and to be printed. [{No. 171.] 


INLAND REVENUE. 
Fifty-first Report of the Commissioners 
of His Majesty’s Inland Revenue, for the 
year ended 31st March, 1908. 


TRADE REPORTS, ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 
40:3. 


No. 4071. Germany (Dantzig) ; 
4072. Russia (Moscow); No. 
Turkey (Baghdad. ) 


COLONIES ANNUAL, 
No. 566. Northern Territories of the 
Gold Coast : Report for 1907. 


PUBLIC WORKS (IRELAND). 
Seventy-sixth Annual Report of the 
Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland, with Appendices, for the year 
ended 31st March, 1908. 
Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie upon the Table. 


MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY BILL. 


Brought from the Commons, and read 
1*, and to be printed. |No. 173.] 


NEW BILL, 


LUNACY BILL [H.1,]. 
A Bill to amend the Lunacy Acts, 
1890 and 1891.—Was presented by the 
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Lord Chancellor ; 
printed. [No. 172.] 


read 1*, and to be 


MATRIMONIAL CAUSES BILL [H.1.}. 
[SECOND READING. | 
Order of the Day for the 
Reading read. 


Second 


Eart RUSSELL: My Lords, before 
coming to the actual provision of this 
3ill | should like to call your Lordships’ 
attention to some proceedings germane 
to the subject dealt with by the Bill. | 
refer to the discussion which took place 
on “Marriage in Christendom” at the 
Pan-Anglican Congress, and I think your 
Lordships will find that some rather 
strange expressions of opinion were there 
made which did not entirely agree with 
the legislation as it stands in this country. 
The chair was occupied by the Bishop of 
Montreal, and the discussion turned 
largely upon the subject of divorce in 
general and upon the re-marriage of 
divorced persons in Christendom and the 
attitude of the Church towards it. 

Perhaps the most violent speech on 
the subject was one made by a layman 
at that Congress, Mr. G. W. E. Russell, 
who attached great importance to what 
I might call the high ecclesiastical view 
of marriage and of divorce, and he said 
that there was a lamentable tendency 
even among Church people to compromise 
and to concession. He asked whether 
the re-marriage of divorced people was 
repudiated as legalised concubinage. I 
am glad to say that that extreme view 
did not commend itself to all present 
even at that Congress. He went on to 
say that he desired to reattirm publicly 
his conviction that marriage was a sacra- 
mental institution and that marriage 
was perpetual. Your Lordships are well 
aware that by the Articles of the Church 
of England itself it is expressly declared 
that marriage is not a sacrament, and 
therefore no person who professes to be 
in entire agreement with the Church of 
England can properly describe marriage 
as being called a sacrament by his Church, 
differing in that, as your Lordships know, 
from the Roman Catholic Church. On 
that the argument was founded that the 
marriage was indissoluble. 


Canon E. F. Brown said that marriages 


of Christian men and women were, 
strictly speaking, indissoluble. It wes 
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5 Matrimonial 
not, he said, the function of the Church, 
whatever the view of the State, to 
re-marry any person who had a husband 
or wife alive. He added that— 

“In this matter the Church of England 
ought to take her stand by the Chureh of 
tome.” 

That is a perfectly possible view, and so 
long as that view is limited to persons 
who accept it and believe it, there is no 
objection to their holding it and acting 
upon it. But [ submit to your Lordships 
that there is no reason why those who 
do not hold that view; why those who 
do not take that extreme view of marriage 


as a sacrament ; and, still less, why those | 


who, like myself, are free-thinkers and 
give no allegiance at all to the principles 
which underlie the doctrines of the 
Church, should be bound by the views 
taken by other people. When we come 
to the question of legislation, I venture 
to suggest that the considerations which 
should guide us are considerations of 
publie policy and expediency, and that no 
matter how large, important, or influential 
a section of the community hold particular 
views on this question, they should be 
left themselves to observe the particular 


views they hold without attempting | 
to impose them upon others. At the 
end of the discussion the chairman 
said— 


“Tt rejoiced his heart to hear the magnificent 
conservative ring of the note which had been 
sounded on the question of marriage.” 

And he went on to say— 

‘* However the State might use its power to 
limit the lifelong force of the marriage tie, the 
Church, as long as it remained Christian, must 
follow Christ, even though such following 
might bring it into partial or open conflict 
with the State.” 

I have no objection to these views if 
held and acted upon by individuals, but 
there is no sort of reason why individuals 
who hold these views should attempt to 
force them upon individuals who do not 
hold them. When you come to consider 
the matter from the point of view of the 
State, which by the speakers at the 
Congress was sharply distinguished from 
the point of view of the Church, you 


have to consider what is expedient and | 


advantageous. 


Since I last presented this measure to 
your Lordships I have received support 
irom a quarter which, from the point of | 
view of legislation and of knowledge of 
the subject, is, I think, entitled to carry 
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| ture, 
| except by Act of Parliament, until 1857, when, 
| after much controversy, the Act of that year 
; was passed, which can hardly be held to have 
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much more weight than the Pan-Anglican 
Congress. I refer to some observations 
which were made by Sir Gorell Barnes, 
the President of the Divorce Court, in the 
case of Dodd v. Dodd. Sir Gorell Barnes 
is eminently titted to know the hardships 
and difficulties which occur in the present 
marriage law, and the great disadvantages 
that are inseparable from a condition of 
things where we allow very freely 
judicial separation, while limiting strictly 
the right to re-marry and complete 
freedom from the marriage tie; and he 
made these observations on a case which 
arose from a magistrate’s order. By 
recent legislation more and more powers 
have been given to magistrates te make 
orders for judicial separation which 
cause a husband and a wife to live apart, 
and which have practically all the effect 
of an order for judical separation made 
by the Divorce Court. After pointing 
out the large extent to which these 
judicial separations are being obtained— 
some 7,000 a year—the President went 
on to say— 


“ Applied first in an age remote and in a 
state of society different from the present, the 
remedy of permanent ‘separation for matri- 
monial grievances would always seem to have 
been injudicious, even in days when persons 
could not escape from their surroundings as 
they can now, and when they were more 
amenable to the pressure and censures of the 
Church, and is now probably to be regarded 
as more unsatisfactory still and as tending 
to demoralisation and providing madequate 
justice to the innocent. At the time of the 
Reformation, the Royal Commission issued by 
Henry VIII. and renewed by Edward VL., 
composed of ecclesiastics, civilians, and 
common lawyers, inquired into this subject. 
The project of reforming the law came to an 
end with the death of the latter king, but the 
Commissioners’ Report was printed in the 
reign of Elizabeth, under the title ‘ Reformatio 
Legum Ecelesiasticarum, and the recommenda- 
tions were to the effect (inter alia) that 
separation a mensa et thoro should be abolished 
as productive of great abuses and scandal in 
the marriage state, and that, while restrictions 
and punishments should be imposed upon the 
guilty party, the innocent party should be 
permitted to obtain a divorce for, among other 
vrounds, desertion: see Reeve’s History, 2nd 


| ed., vol iv., pp. 546, 547, summarising Ref. 


| Leg. Eecl. 47-56. Desertion is a ground in 
| Seotland and in certain other countries. 


Nothing, however, was done by the Legisla- 
and marriage remained indissolnble, 


attained to finality. By it the mght of divorce 
was given, but confined to the cases specified 
therein. The remarks of Mr. Bishop in his 


work on marriage and divorce (s. 37), on the 
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state of things which existed in England before 
that Act, are deserving of a most careful 
perusal, But the figures L have given above 
show the limited application of this Act, 
especially having regard to the great increase | 
in the population of ‘this country. 


{LORDS} 
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amounting almost to absurdities ; and it does 
not produce desirable results in certain import 
ant respects. Whether any, and what, remedy 
should be applied raises extremely difficult 
questions, the importance of which can hardly 


| be over-estimated, for they touch the basis on 


| which society rests, the principle of marriage 


The President went on to say, and this is | 
what I have often ventured to urge on 
your Lordships— 

‘That the oflers is to 
mind that 


tendency of these 
encourage immoraiitv, bearing in 
human nature is what it is, and the classe: of 
persons with whom the magistrates usually 
have to deal, | doubt whecher anyone. of 
experience suflicient to judge, will « leny. That 
is the opinion which I have formed after a long 
experience in this Court, where case after case 
shows what so often follows from these orders, 
and discloses a most unsatisfactory state of 
things. It is an opinion in aecord with that 
expressed in very forcible language by Mr. 

Bishop on the subject of diverce « mensa et 
thoro, s. 29, where he collects the opinions of 
certain distinguished writers on the subject.” 
Continuing, the President said— 

’ Moreover these orders really impose a 
more serious penalty in the cases to which 
they apply than a decree of divorce would ; 
for the result of a decree of judicial separa- 
tion against a man is more severe to him, and 
in certain cases even to a woman, than a 
decree of divorce. The consequences of each 
are, in most cases, very much the same, except 
that the former imposes the disability of 
re-marriage while the latter does not ; so that, 
for instance, a man inay be more severely 
punished for the offence of adultery than for 
the same offence coupled with cruelty or 
desertion for two years or upwards ; and, 
further in the latter the wife has the 
option of choosing whether she shall apply for 
separation or divorce. . Lam anxious not to 
travel out of my province, which is gus dicere 
non jus dare, but the point as to how the Act 
of 1895 can be administered, with regard to the 
non-cohabition part of the order, by the magis- 
trates who have, as noticed above, certain dis- 
cretionary powers and can to a certain extent 
control the working of the Act so as to prevent, 
as far as possible, evil results, gives rise to the 
foregoing penal observations; and having, 
since I first sat on this bench in 1892, found it 
necessary to make myself familar with the 
history of the laws governing the relations of 
husband and wife, and the discussions which 
have from time to time taken place relating 
thereto, more particularly at the time of the 
passing of the Act of 1857, and the results of 
those laws, of which experience in this Court 
gives very considerable opportunities of judg- 
ing, it is desirable, in iny judgment, as bear- 
ing on the subject under consideration, to 
express the conviction, which has forced itself 
upon me, that permanent separation without 
divorce his a distinct tendency to encourage 
immorality and is an unsatisfactory remedy to 
apply to the evils which it is supposed to 
ey nt. That the present state of the Eng- 

ish law of divorce aud separation is not satis- 
factory can hardly renga The law is full | 
of inconsistencies, anomalies, and inequalities 


Earl Russell. 


case, 


| distinctly 


being the fundamental basis upon which this 
| and other civilised nations have built up their 


| social systems ; and it would be most detri- 
| mental to the best interests of family 


life, 
society, and the State to permit of divorces 
being lightly and easily obtained, or to allow 
any ‘law which was wide enough to militate 
by its laxity against the principles of marriage, 
It ix not nec essary for me now to express a 
formal and final opinion upon these serious 


questions, but the consideration of what I 
have found it necessary to deal with in this 
judgment brings prominently forward the 


question whether, assuming that divorce is to 
be allowed at all, as it has been in England by 
judicial decree for the past fifty years and for 
a long time before that by Act ‘of Parliament, 
any reform would be effective and adequate 
which did not abolish permanent separation, 
as distinguished from divorce, place the sexes 
on an equality as regards offence and relief, 
and permit a decree being obtained for such 
definite grave causes of offence as render future 
cohabitation impracticable and frustrate the 
object of marriage ; and whether such reform 
would not largely tend to greater propriety 
and enhance that respect for the sanctity of 
the marriage tie which is so essential in the 
best interests of society and the State. It is 
suflicient at present to say that, from what | 
have pointed out, there appears to be good 
reason for reform, and that probably it would 
be found that it should be in the direction 
above indicated. The petition for divorce in 
this case must be yall so for the wife has 
only proved adultery, and that is not sutticient 
to enable her to obtain a decree of divorce; 
and it will not be any satisfaction to her to 
know that if her case had arisen and her suit 


could have been brought in Scotland or most 
other civilised countries she would have 
sueceeded,’ 

The learned President of the Divorce 


Court, in that judgment, expressed 
in words far better than any that I could 
use, the evils which arise from the present 
state of things; and the concluding 
sentence of that judgment, I venture 
to sav, should suggest to your Lordships 
that the subject of my Bill is worthy of 
your consideration. In the concluding 
sentence Sir Gorell Barnes points out 
that in Scotland, and almost every 
other civilised country, a remedy would 


| have been open to the aggrieved spouse 


if desertion had taken place. There 
is no need for me to recapitulate what 


| is so well said by the President as to the 


evils of a state of permanent separi ation, 
where no re-marriage is possible. You 
and delibe rately, by that 
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legislation, put people in a_ position 
of temptation from which many of 
them suffer, and which does not lead 
to good manners and good morals in 
the State. 


By this Bill I propose to deal with 
one, and one only, of those grounds 
which are now grounds for judicial 
separation—I mean the ground of deser- 
tion. The operative clause of the Bill 
has the effect, by inserting in the Matri- 
monial Causes Act certain additional 
words, of making desertion without 
cause for two years and upwards a 
ground for divorce. I do not conceal 
from myself or from your Lordships, 
that that is a very considerable change 
to make, but I venture to commend it 
to the House on the grounds of the 
judgment of Sir Gorell Barnes which 
I have read. I also venture to com- 
mend it to your Lordships on the ground 
which he mentions at the end of his 
judgment that it is already the law 
in most civilised countries, and even in 
a country so near to us as Scotland. 
There is this difference between the 
law in Scotland and the law as proposed 
in this Bill, that in Scotland the deser- 
tion has to be for three years and up- 
wards; but as the term which now 
exists in the Matrimonial Causes Act 
for desertion is two years, and as this 
term has been generally adopted in 
English legislation, I thought it best to 
put that period in this Bill. 


It has been said before, and may be said 
again, that this is a subject which ought 
to be taken up by the Government and 
considered by a Commission or Committee 
and that no private member ought to at- 
tempt to legislate upon it. I quite agree 
that this is a matter which ought to be 
taken up by the Government and con - 
sidered by a Commission or Committee ; 
but it is not taken up, and meanwhile 
many thousands of people every year 
suffer great hardship from the existing 
law. That is my only excuse for again 
calling attention to the subject. The 
matter is one which is of great im- 
portance and can only be fitly dealt 
with by the Government of the day ; and 
it is, I venture to think, a matter not so 
difficult as it is sometimes represented to 
be. I think a conclave of lawyers would 
find a remedy for the existing state of 
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things without very much difficulty. 
But the present Bill has one merit, which 
was insisted upon by the noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack in the discussions 
on ‘the Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill. 
That is that it only deals with one point. 
At any rate it has that merit. I submit 
the subject to your Lordships for discus- 
sion because some settlement ought to be 
arrived at in the matter, and vour Lord- 
ships, I think, must realise that when 
&@ man in the position of the President 
of the Divorce Court, holding high judicial 
office, feels it necessary to make so ex- 
plicit and so clear a statement as to the 
disadvantages, the inequalities, and the 
evil effects of the present law, there must 
be some grievance which calls for a 
remedy. I, therefore, beg to move the 
Second Reading of the Bill. 


Moved, ‘“ That the Bill be now read 
2a.”’—(Earl Russell.) 


*THe LORD BISHOP or BRISTOL: 
My Lords, I came here this afternoon in 
order to read prayers, not even knowing 
that this Bill was to be your 
Lordships’ House; but seeing it on the 
Paper I remained, and having heard the 
speech of the noble Earl in moving the 
Second Reading I cannot sit still. For 
the last fortnight I have been acting as 
chairman of a large committee of bishops 
of the Lambeth Conference to make a 
report upon marriage problems, the first 
being divorce. We have had evidence 
from bishops from all parts of the world 
as to the mischiefs that have resulted 
from weakening the marriage laws. In 
one of the States of the United States 
of America they are exceedingly pleased 
with themselves because, by the creation 
of anti-divorce committees, they have 
actually made such an improvement as 
this—that instead of the legislature 
having twelve causes for divorce the 
number has been brought down to seven ; 
and they are very proud indeed of having 
done so much. Other States have not 
The evidence that we have 
from all parts of the world goes to show 
that if you once begin to weaken the 
marriage laws you never know where you 
willstop. Inoneof the United States one 
marriage out of every six is pronounced 
terminated by the courts oflaw. Id ot 


befe sre 


got so far. 
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propose to go into any of these details. 
I am perfectly certain that the social 
state is built upon the principle of the 
family life, and the family life is built 
upon the principle of the sanctity of 
marriage. To dare to tamper with all 
that by just one little bit of piecemeal 
legislation, slipping in another cause for 
divorce, whereas there is now only one, 
seems to me unworthy of the suggestion 
of the noble Earl and quite impossible for 
vour Lordsh:ps’ House to look at. Many 
of us are look ing forward to the time when 
the very strong pronouncement of one 
whom I can call my friend, the President 
of the Divorce Court, will be taken wp, 
not, if I may say so, by a miserable piece 
of piecemeal legislation like this, but by a 
great and important Royal Commission. 
When that Royal Commission sits they 
will have before them, I believe, evidence 
which will tend rather to stringency than 
to leniency with regard to the marriage 
laws. I entreat your Lordships not to 
look at a piece of legislation of this 
description. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LoreBurnN): My Lords, last year or the 
vear before, in reference to a Bill on the 
subject of marriage with a deceased wife’s 
sister, I had occasion to warn your 
Lordships of the danger of doing more 
than proceed step by step in reference to 
the marriage laws. They are very com- 
plicated; they touch the life of the 


CONT 
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nation at its very source and are of the 
utmost importance in every way. There- 
fore, I ventured to submit to your Lord- 
ships that any interference with those 
laws could only be taken up one question 
at a time, so that it could be seen exactly 
what you were doing. This Bill un- 
doubtedly has the merit claimed for it 
by the noble Earl that it deals with only 
one question at atime. I am afraid that 
is the only merit I can see in the Bill. 
The proposal, if I rightly understand the 
Bill, is that a man or woman may be 
divorced on the ground of desertion 
without cause for two years and upwards. 
That is the proposal which is made in the 
Bill. I will say nothing at all about the 
sanctions of other kinds affecting marriage. 
[ would simply point out that the noble 
Earl’s Bill amounts to this, chat divorces 
practically may be obtained at discre- 
tion or almost at discretion by the parties 
to the marriage. The woman being the 
weaker of the two, the man might very 
easily by his conduct cause his wife to 
desert him for two years and then get 
rid of her. I must say for myself that the 
proposal in the Bill is absolutely impossible 
and is one to which I will not at any 
time consent. Therefore, when the ques- 
tion of the Second Reading is put I 
shall vote in the negative. 


On Question, 


Their Lordships divided :—Contents, 
2; Not-contents, 61. 
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Kenyon, L. 
Killanin, L. 
Langford, L. 
Lawrence, L. 


| Lucas, L. 
Michelham, L. 
Newton, L. 
Oriel, L. 


THE SHOP HOURS ACT. 

Lorp AVEBURY: My Lords, I rise 
to move for a Return of the Closing Orders 
which have been confirmed by the Home 
Office under the Shop Hours Act, and 
specifying those which have been for the 
hairdressers’ trade; and of those now 
under consideration. I have been re- 
quested to do so in order to show the 
working of the Act. So far as I have 
been able to ascertain the number of 
Closing Orders made in 1906 was 103, 
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in 1907 29, and in 1908 41, or a total of | 


173. Considering that the Act is per- 
missive, the result, if not all that might 
have been hoped, is satisfactory. It 
shows what may be done. The figures 
for London are, however, disappointing, 
mainly because instead of appointing 
the London County Council to adminis- 
ter the Act in London, as proposed in our 
Bill, the House of Commons inserted 
borough councils. The borough councils 
are, I doubt not, quite as disposed to assist 
in securing reasonable hours, but it has 
been found difficult to get them to agree 
onthe same time. Still, even in London, 


hairdressers have been successful, which | 


shows that if other trades were as ener- 
getic they might be equally successful. 
The hairdressers are anxious to know the 
number of Closing Orders which have been 
made for their trade. I believe this in- 
formation would be useful, and hope there 
may be no objection to granting it. 


Moved, “* For a Return of the Closing 
Orders which have been confirmed by the 
Home Office under the Shop Hours Act, 
and specifying those which have been for 
the hairdressers’ trade ; and of those now 
under consideration.” —(Lord Avebury.) 


THe LORD STEWARD (Earl Beav- | 


CHAMP) : 
will be glad to give the information for 
which the noble Lord asks, but they trust 
the noble Lord will be good enough to be 


content if they postpone supplying him | 


with the information, on the ground that 
if a Return were made at once it would 
be for a broken period only. 
suggest is that the noble Lord should 


What I, 


My Lords, the Home Office | 


I Jefen Ce. 


Oranmore and Browne, L. 
Sanderson, L. 

Saye and Sele, L. 

Sudley, L. (2. Arran.) 


withdraw his Motion this afternooon and 
that later on information should be sup- 
plied for the whole year. If the informa- 
tion were given for a complete period it 
would be more useful, especially in view 
of the legislation which is contemplated 
for next session. So far as the past months 
of this vear are concerned, the noble 
Lord would be able, by investigation, to 
find out for himself the number of Orders 
which have been published, because at 
regular intervals in Lords’ and Commons’ 
Papers there are to be found the numbers 
and the names of the Orders confirmed 
under the Shop Hours Act ; so that for 
the time being, at any rate, the noble 
Lord would be able to discover these 
figures for himself. I hope that, in these 
circumstances, the noble Lord will with- 
draw the Motion and allow the informa- 
tion to be submitted later for a complete 
period. 


Lorp AVEBURY : Iam much obliged 
to my noble friend for meeting me so 
far. With reference to hairdressers, | 
do not think the returns enable one to 
distinguish between that and other 
trades, and the hairdressers were par- 
ticularly anxious that the number of 
Orders relating to them should be given. 
The suggestion which the noble Earl 
has made is a most reasonable one, and 
I shall be very happy, in those circum- 
stances, to withdraw my Motion. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


HOME DEFENCE. 

THe Eart or WEMYSS, in whose 
name the following Notice stood on the 
Paper—** To call attention to the follow- 
ing Resolution unanimously passed by 
the House of Lords on the 10th of July 
i905, * That it would be a danger to the 
tealm, and limit the power of the Navy 
as an offensive force in war, to trust to 
it alone for home defence; and, in- 
asmuch as it is admitted that the Navy 
cannot guarantee us against so-called 
hostile ‘‘ raids,” it is the more needful 
that our land defences should at all 
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times be such that no nation would ever 
attempt. in any form, a hostile landing 
on our shores’; and further, to show 
how the War ffice has signally failed 
to give effect to the said Resolution,” — 
sail: My Lords, it was my intention 
to have taken this Notice off the Paper, 
but I was asked bv a friend in this 
House to let it remain. He wisely said 
that the more this subject was discussed 
the better, and therefore I allowed the 
Notice to remain. It was in consequence 
of the debate last week on the Motion 
of the noble Duke, the Duke of Bedford, 
that I thought of taking my Notice off 
the Paper. That debate went fully 
inte the question of armaments, and 
the alterations that have been made by 
His Majesty’s Government—so fully that 
it did not appear to me necessary to sav 
anything with regard to the Motion. 

I need not, therefore, refer to the 
figures, but I will quote a passage from 
the speech of the noble Lord the Under- 
Secretary of State for War, which I 
think shows, more than anything else, 
the state in which we are in the matter 
of defence land. Lord Lucas the 
other night, at the end of his speech, 
said— 


on 


** He hoped your Lordships would recognise 
that they were going through a transitory stage, 
and that it was too early to judge whether the 
Territorial Army would be a success or not. 
They had only touched the fringe of the recruit- 
ing system, and they must wait to see whether 
the result on the whole was satisfactory or not.” 
Do you think that is a satisfactory state 
to be in? The Secretary of State for 
War has got rid of the old military 
system. He has reduced the Army: 
he has abolished the Volunteers and 
established in their place the Territoria! 
Force, and now vou have to wait until 
the “terriers” are full grown. That is 
not the way in which the safety of this 
nation should be looked after. I venture 
to protest against it being most 
dangerous and absolutely to be resisted, 
if possible, by this House. 


as 


I do not know how you can resist it. 
You can only resist it by repealing that 
Act and restoring what you have taken 
away. It is true that the old military 
system rested on compulsion, but it has 
never been enforced. Every occupant 
of the Front Benches and every man who 
has been Secretary of State for War) 

The Earl of Wemyss. 
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knows that it has not been enforced, not, 
generally, from national reasons, but from 
party reasons. In the course of his 
speech the other night the Duke of 
Bedford gave utterance to a statement 
which I venture to question. The noble 
Duke said he was convinced that com- 
pulsory military service was impossible. 
Now, in Scotland, in the Scottish Church, 
we have a long and a short catechism. I 
will not put a long catechism to the noble 
Duke, but a very short one. I wish to 
know on what authority he makes that 
statement. Will he kindly tell this 
House on what authority he says that it is 
impossible in this country to enforce 
compulsion ? I believe that compulsion 
is the only possible way of settling this 
question. I ask my noble friend—Can 
he quote any authority in his favour, 
except the two front benches? I 
grant him every Secretary of State except 
Lord Herbert, whose statue records what 
he thought about it. - He wanted it, but 
could not get it from his Government. 
That is why his head is bowed. 


I have, as far as I could, tested public 
opinion in this country upon this vital 


question. I sent round circulars to all 
urban and county authorities asking 
them two questions. The first was 


whether they were satisfied with the state 
of things at present in England as regards 
home defence on land. In 75 per cent. 
of the answers the reply was “ No.” 
The other question was : Do you believe 
that the people of this country would 
object to a modified form of compulsory 
service 2 Two to one replied “ No.” 
I set those authorities against the /pse 
dixit—it is nothing else—of the noble 
Duke. With regard to the county which 
is represented by our great War Minister, 
who is called a modern Napoleon by the 
Westminster Review, in the year 1905 I 
invited the constituents of the Secretary 
of State to meet me in the Market Hall 
of Haddington and talk over this question 
of home defence and compulsory service. 
They came, and I read to them the 
Resolution which your Lordships passed, 
and which I think it is well that I should 
read now. It is as follows— 

“ That it would be a danger to the Realm, 
and limit the power of the Navy as an offensive 
force in war, to trust to it alone for home 


defence ; and, inasmuch as it is admitted that 
the Navy cannot guarantee us against so-called 
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hostile ‘ raids,’ it is the more needful that our 
land defences should at all times be such that 
no nation would ever attempt. in any form, 
a hostile landing on our shores.” 


‘ 


Further, I asked whether they would 
agree to compulsory service in the 
modified form which I proposed. 


What was that modified form? I 
may say that I am dead against compul- 
sory service for everybody. There is 
a body in this country, the National 
Service League, who propose that every- 
body should serve compulsorily for 
home defence. The old principle of 
our military law was the Crown’s right 
to call upon its subjects compulsorily 
to serve for home defence, and the law 
which gave that power has been done 
away with. If you were situated on 
the Continent of Europe and the only 
division between you and _ another 
country that had universal compulsory 
service was a red line on the map, you 
would be obliged to have it; but you 
have the sea around you and a fleet, 
though I do not believe that you should 
trust to the Fleet alone. But, when 
you have that, why should every man 
be required to serve, when by the law 
which the modern Nopoleon has repealed 
you had what was called the ballot ? 
I know what some of my friends of the 
National Service League will say. The 
National Service League and _ those 
noble Lords who are associated with it 
will say it is verv unfair that men should 
be chosen for service by ballot ; but, 
if that league were condemned to death. 
would it object to decimation ? Would 
the Duke of Bedford, Viscount Hardinge, 
or Lord Newton object ? 


Lorp NEWTON: Yes. 


THe Eart or WEMYSS: The ballot 
will do all that you possibly want, and 
it is on that ground that I feel strongly 
on this question. I believe that it is 
not only the better way, but that it is 
the only way in which you can make 
this country safe at home. That it will 
bear hardly on the people is not true. 
What the meeting in the town of Had- 
dington accepted was my modified pro- 
posal of the ballot, which should apply 
to a man only once in his life, and that 
when he was twenty. The result would 
be in the case of a young working man 
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of twenty that he would as a result of 
being drilled receive more wages. The 
effect of drill upon working men of that 
age would be to enable them to earn 
higher wages after they had undergone 
military training. A large employer 
of labour told me that he would be 
willing to pay Is. 6d. a week more in 
wages to such a man. I dare any noble 
Lord on either of the front benches to 
denv that the method which I advocate 
is the only way in which the problem 
can be solved. 


THE UNDER - SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror WAR (Lord Lucas): My 
Lords, I listened with great interest to the 
speech of the noble Earl, who quoted a 
passage from a speech which 1 made a 
few days ago in vour Lordships’ House 
and in which I stated that it wes too early 
to judge of the results of the Territorial 
Army scheme. I would ask thet that re- 
mark should be coupled with what I had 
previously said, which was this—that 
we have at the present moment 180,000 
men in the Territorial Force, in place of 
the 260.000 that we had in the Yeoma: rv 
ond in the Volunteers before. I said that 
recording to high military opinion that 
force, even if it grew no larger, and were 
unaided by any other military force, 
would be far more capable of defending 
this country than the larger number which 
existed previously, simply and solely 
because it had been given the orgamisa- 
tion to enable it to take the field. I will 
not say that the force is at present, but 
2s soon as they begin to understand their 
duties, they will become, more competent 
and efficient for the purpose of home 
defence than the Yolunteers and Yeo- 
manry, unorganised as they were, would 
have been, and therefore to that extent 
we are better off than we were before. 
On the question of increasing the force 
from its present strength of 180,000 to 
300,000, which we wish it to reach, I 
then made the remark which the noble 
Lord did me the honour to quote, in which 
[ said that no judgment could be formed 
until the C unty Associations had had 
time really to deal with the recruiting 
problem, and that thet was a question 
bound to take a considerable time. 


THE Eart or WEMYSS : How long ? 
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Lorp LUCAS: I think it will vary. 
In the case of the biggest county of all, 
London, probably the members of the 
County Associations would ask for two 
years before they could properly organise 
their recruiting ; but in the case of other 
counties they will be much quicker. It 
is impossible to manufacture an entirely 
new Army in the course of these three 
months. That must be remembered ; 
but I absolutely deny that, even at the 
present moment, we have lost anything 
in military efficiency or in power for the 
defence of country. The noble 
Earl did not go into the question which, 
after all, is at the root of all these matters 
—the numbers required for the purpose of 
home defence. The question of numbers 
is the important question in this case, and 
I listened to hear what the noble Earl’s 
views were on that question. Some 
noble Lords may hold that the Militia 
ballot is fair and that it would produce 
a more efficient force; but I do not see 
why, if in the opinion of the Government’s 
military advisors the task which the 
second-line Army would be asked to carry 
out would be effectively carried out under 
the voluntary system, that system should 
be condemned lock, stock, and barrel. 


6 
this 


I would like to know what are the 
requirements of the noble Lords who 
advocate compulsory service, what force 
they think necessary, and by what scheme 
they would put compulsion into opera- 
tion. An eminent body, consisting for 
the most part of elderly gentlemen who, 
until they got past military age, main- 
tained a discreet silence, are rending the 
skies with their clamour for compulsory 
service for everybody else. There are 
exceptions, but a majority of them have 
never rendered any military service to 
speak of to their country. They have 
a great many pious opinions on the 
subject of compulsory service ; but I do 
not know that they have any definite 
plan of carrying them out. They attack 
us for the unfairness of our system ; they 
say that it is not fair to put this burden 
upon a@ man which his more fortunate, 
because less patriotic, brethren donot have 
to bear. If they consider that grossly un- 
fair, it means that they must train every 
man who reaches military age, or else the 
unfairness is even greater under their 
system than under ours. 
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To decimate the population for the 
purpose of military service would be to do 
a thing which is grossly unfair. Does the 
National Service League seriously propose 
to take every man who reaches the age 
of twenty years and train him? The 
number of such men would be between 
£00,000 and 500,000 every year. What 
proposals do they make for training ? 
When we were discussing the question 
of six month’s training, the noble and 
gallant Field-Marshal Earl Roberts, 
who is, I believe, preside:t of that 
league, said that in his opinion, 
the period of six months was 
totally inadequate for a force of that 
kind. Does the National Service League 
propose to train 50,000 men every year 
and give more than six months training ? 
How does it propose to train these men / 
Where is it going to find the country on 
which to do it? The whole island is 
hardly big enough for the purpose. What 
is proposed to be done in regard to bar- 
rack accommodation 4 What is it pro- 
posed to do with the force obtained by 
that means—an Army that will be num- 
bered in millions ¢ Do they really pro- 
pose to train this large number of men 
simply on the abstract principle that 
everybody ought to be trained ! 


And if they say they do not want to 
train the whole manhood of the nation 
and give them the kind of training which 
the president of the National Service 
League thinks essential to make them an 
efficient military force, what do they 
propose to do? I suppose they would 
either adopt the method advocated by 
the noble Earl—the ballot; or take 
a very high standard so as to get the 
pick of the men who reached the age of 
twenty every year. Suppose you took 
one man in eight. His seven more 
fortunate, because more weakly, brethren 
would get off ; and you would be putting 
on the most finely-developed and the 
cream of the population a disability 
which we do not propose in our wildest 
moments to impose on the Territorial 
Force ; and yet we are told by members 
of the National Service League that our 
requirements are grossly unfair. If you 
had a compulsory short service Army 
in this country you would still want a 
certain number of men for service abroad ; 

_ but there is no question about it that the 
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flow of men into the long service Army 
would be considerably curtailed by it. 
You would reduce the number of recruits 
from 35,000 to perhaps half that number ; 
what willthat mean ? It will mean that 
this short service Army will form your 
Expeditionary Force when the time 
comes, because you cannot draw largely 
on your foreign garrisons for the purposes 
of a war abroad. How are those men to 
be trained ? Where will the officer who 
is to command the force in war and his 
staff obtain the practice necessary ! 
Where will they ever get the chance of 
handling a division in the field 7 Possibly 
they may get it fora fortnight in the vear. 
Are you prepared to train vour generals 
and staff in this way, when, in the opinion 
of a great many noble Lords in this 
House, that is not sufficient time in which 
to train a private ora Field Artilleryman? 
If, on the other hand, you propose to 
have an Army on the model of the 
French or German Army with two 
vears service, that is another matter. 
We should like to know what the proposals 
of the National Service League are. 


We have had enough of this vague 
talk about a compulsory system, and we 
would like to know definitely what the 
proposals of the National Service League 
are and how they propose to work them 
out. In the meantime, and until it is 
proved that the system which the War 
Office are putting in force at the present 
time is inadequate in numbers and unable 
to fulfil the functions assigned to it, that 


system holds the field. That has not yet | 


been proved. This scheme has from its 
inception been brought officially by the 
Army Council before the Committee of 


Imperial Defence, and it was only after | 


that Committee had sanctioned the 
scheme as one which, in their opinion, 
satisfied all likely requirements, that it 
was proceeded with. 


Lorp NEWTON: My Lords, it was 
not my intention to have said a word 
in this debate. I have so frequently 


‘expressed my opinions, and I am so well 


aware of the fact that my opinions are 
not likely to carry much weight here 
or elsewhere, that I should have con- 
ceived it unnecessary to speak at all, 


except for this reason,that I am afraid | 


I am bound to include myself amongst 
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that band of elderly Gentlemen alluded 
to by the noble Lord opposite. So far 
as 1 am concerned, my withers are com- 
paratively unwrung. I quite admit that 
I might have done a good deal more, but 
I did serve for a good many years in one 
branch of the Auxiliary Forees—I am 
not sure that I did not serve for as 
many vears as the noble Lord’s age 
amounts to; but, at the same time, I 
fully admit that, in a military sense, I 
am a thoroughly inefficient person, 
and I attribute it to the voluntary 
system. 


I regret that I was totally unaware 
that the noble Lord was going to take 
this line this afternoon. I regret all 
the more that persons who are more com- 
petent to speak with authority than 
myself are not present. I suppose I 
ought to take the keen curiosity dis- 
played by the noble Lord opposite as 
a compliment to the association to 
which I belong, but I cannot help re- 
marking that, considering the airy, 
the confident, the optimistic, I might 
almost say the doctrinaire, views laid 
down by the noble Lord from time to 
time, he shows an astonishing ignorance 
with regard to the views entertained 
by a certain section of his countrymen, 
among whom are certainly not the 
least distinguished of Englishmen. I 
wil] endeavour to explain, as shortly as 
I can, what the views of these people 
are who are represented by the National 
Service League. Briefly speaking, our 
view is this, that it ought to be the 
duty of every young man to be trained 
for the purposes of national defence. 


When I hear the noble Lord ask what 
are you going to do with the millions of 
men you are going to get under this 
system, I really can hardly believe my 


,own ears. How many young men does 
' the noble Lord suppose reach the military 
| age in this country every year ? 


Iflam 


not mistaken, the number amounts to a 


‘little more than 300,000. Yet the noble 


Lord actually comes here and asks, what 
are you going to do with your half- 
million of men every year who become 
liable for military service? I cannot 
resist another opportunity of exposing the 
ignorance of the noble Lord. Does he 
really suppose that every voung man in 
every civilised country, when he arrives 
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at the military age, is taken by the 
Government and made to perform mili- 
tary service ? Even I, amateur as I am, 
know that the exemptions in every 
civilised country amount to something 
like 50 per cent. If there are 300,000 
who arrive at the military age in this 
countrv every vear, not more than 
150.000 would, therefore, be available for 
military The noble Lord asks 
what we are to do with them when we get 
them. We should propose to do very 
much the same with them as the noble 
Lord hopes to do with regard to his 
Territorial Force. But we know very 
well that he will not sueceed. We should 
succeed because we should have it in our 
power to enforce efficiency. 


The essential difference between the 
plan recommended by the National 
Service League and the plan which finds 
so much favour with the noble Lord 
opposite is that our preparation for war 
would take place before the war had 
started, whereas in his case serious 
preparation for war is not going to take 
place until war has broken out—provided 
that the enemies of this country are kind 
enough to allow the serious preparation 
to take place at all. That is the essential 
difference between us, and I hope I have, 
at all events, made that point clear to the 
noble Lord, With regard to the period 
of training which we advocate, I admit 
that we cannot sav exactly what that 
period should be, but we suggest a period 
of from three to six months preparatory 
training, followed by short courses such as 
is the svstem in Switzerland. 


service. 


There is only one other point with 
which I think it necessary to deal, and 
that is the statement made by the noble 
Lord with regard to the Regular Army. 
The noble Lord appears to be under the 
impression that if you have a universal 
system for home defence, therefore your 
Regular Army is going to disappear 
altogether. Why in the name of com- 
mon sense should anything of the sort 
take place at all? Can anybody—I 
do not who he is—give me any 
sort of reason why you should not con- 
tinue to obtain exactly the same number 
of recruits for the Regular Army sup- 
posing this system were adopted, as you 
obtain at the present time? There is 
no reason why you should not, and 


cere 


Lord Newton. 
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there is every reason to suppose that 
the career of a professional soldier would 
be just as attractive under a universal 
system for home defence as it is at the 
present moment. I am the last person 
in the world to set myself up as a mili- 
tary authority. Strange though it may 
appear to the noble Lord, Tam a perso 
of modest disposition, but there are 
certain things which I think are apparent 
to the meanest intelligence, and to me 
it has been apparent for a long time 
that. in spite of the assurances of the 
noble Lord, the voluntary system is no 
longer equal to our requirements ; and 
it is for that reason that I, at all events, 
am more strongly in favour of universal 
service for home defence than am oj 
any proposal which is before the electors 
of this country at the present moment. 


Lorp ZOUCHE or HARYNG- 
WORTH: My Lords, the noble Lord 
the Under-Secretary of State for War 
dwelt on the virtues of the new Terri- 
torial scheme, and urged that we ought 
to allow time to elapse in order to see 
how far it will be a success. But he did 
not mention in his speech the length of 
time for which the men have under- 
taken to serve in the Territorial Force. 
I have the honour to belong to a bat- 
the south of England, which 
up to 31st March last numbered some 
860 strong. In the new scheme the 
battalion reduced to about 630, 
which is a fair reduction; but, as far 
as I know, hardly a single man has 
for more than one vear. j 
do not know whether it will be a 
of ereunt omnes at the end of the year, 
but it seems to be the same story where- 
ever one turns. In very few cases have 
the men joined for more than a year. 
If that is the case, what is to happen at 
the end of the year ? 
your new force will come to en end unless 
you can adopt some means to iaduce 
the men to stay on for a longer period. 
The noble Lord the Under-Secretary 
said it was very difficult to induce men 
who engage for a short period of military 
service to continue their service for a 
longer term. That appears to me to 
rather add to the difficulty of the Terri- 
torial Force. I am not one of those 
who wish to indulge in carping criti- 
cism on this most important subject. 


talion in 
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If you could produce an adequate force 
capable of meeting its requirements at 
a critical moment end which would get 
over the dangers that beset us, no one 
would be more pleased than myself ; 
but I think it is most important that 
the full truth of these things should be 
stated, especially as we hear that a still 
further reduction of the Regular Force 
is coutempated to the extent of several 
thousands of men. These are extremely 
important which the 
Government of the day is bound to give 
a clear and explicit explanation. I 
fear thet part of the difficulty is that 
the Socialists, who are averse to al 
military defence of the Empire, have 
had too much influence over the Govern- 
ment. No doubdt that is a difficulty 
whch might happen not only in the 
case of this Government but of others, 


questions, of 


but I would emphasise what seems to 
me to be the most serious pot in this 
new departure, and express the hope 
that there may be a still fuller explana- 
tion of the very great difficulties which 
confront us. 


*Viscount MIDLETON : My Lords, 
after the somewhat challenging speech 
of the noble Lord the Under-Secretary, 
I do not think anybody can be surprised 
at the two speeches which we have just 
heard; but, although I always feel that 
we are the richer for the exhortations 
my noble friend who introduced this 
question, Tam not sure that a weekly 
renewal of the contentions on either side 
in the present state of our forces will lead 
us to any very profitable result. The 
noble Lord the Under-Secretary has a 
tendency, if I may venture to say so, 
to overstate his case in defending him- 
self against finality in the present posi- 
tion; and I do not think he can be sur- 
prised that the overstatement of his 
case which he made this afternoon 
produced the sort of protests which came 
from Lord Newton and Lord Zouthe. 
{ do not propose to pursue the question. 

I simply ask the noble Lord to consider 
this point. The present state of affairs 
causes anxiety to all those who desire 
to see our forces kept at full strength. 
We know that not merely are the numbers 
of our Regular Army less, but the same 
s the case in the Special Reserve 
and the Territorial Army ; moreover 


{22 JuLy 1908} 


Defence. °6 


the recruits coming in have been 
less and {less during the past vear 
in all these forces. We admit that it 
would be unfair to judge the scheme of 
the Secretary of State by its present 
results, seeing that it is manifestly 
incomplete. The noble Lord, having 
that fact before him, has told the House 
that, although we have only about two- 
thirds of the men we had formerly, yet 
the new force is more capable than the 
old force, and can be used more effectively 
because it is so much better organised. 
The noble Lord behind me spoke of his 
county. Let me speak of mine. 


We have done our best for the Terri- 
torial Army in the county of Surrey. 
We had 3,200 Volunteers this day last 
year, we have about half that number 
at this moment. There are no more 
Artillery ready now than before; there 
are no more officers, and there is no more 
organisation or equipment ready; yet 
the noble Lord says that we now possess 
a more effective military weapon than 
we had twelve months ago. I only 
raise that point to protest against an 
over-statement of the case which causes 
increased anxiety to those who really 
desire to see our forces effective, because 
it seems to show that the emergency 
created by recent changes is not fully 
appreciated. None of these statements 
by the noble Lord would induce us_ to 
believe that a part is greater than the 
whole, and that you can get more out 
of a pint bottle than you can get out of 
a quart. That is ny strong feeling. 


May I say one word in reply to what 
fell from the noble Earl with regard to 
compulsory service’ My noble friend 
has always assumed that the unwisdom 
of successive Secretaries of State has led 
them to reject a scheme for compulsory 
service, because thev feared the effect 
on their own Party, and he stated that 
again to-night. I feel this subject very 
deeply. I do not believe that the 
question of compulsory service was ever 
more carefully considered in this country 
than during the South African War, and 
if the Government of that day or any 
Secretary of State wh» has desired further 
to strengthen our forces, has declined to 
submit that subject to the consideration 
of Parliament it has been, not because of 
their fear of the eect on their electora! 
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strength, but because of their fear of its 
effect on the national strength. I do 
not know anything:in military matters 
which could do more harm than to take 
such a step and have to recede from it : 
and, unless anv Government is thoroughly 
convinced that the people of this country 
are prepared to support them and that 
they are alive to the necessity of com- 
pulsory military training, to set it up in 
order to see it foregone after the next 
general election would be, in my opinion, 
a very national danger. You 
would leave the country weaker than it 
was before; and I have only to remind 
vour Lordships of the fact that all the 
additions made to the Regular Army 
under the stress of the war have been 
swept away, and even the additions 
made by Lord Lansdowne before the 
war have been in jeopardy during the 
last few weeks. 


great 


Many people believe that the total 
forces of the country have been reduced 
helow the level of safety, and I would 
ask the noble Lord the Under-Secretary 
whether he will be good enough to grant 
a Return, dated Ist October, which 
would be before your Lordships in the 


autumn session, showing at that date | 
the state of the Army, the Special Re- | 


serve, and the Territorial Force. As 
regards the Army, we should then see 
whether, in the nine months which had 
elapsed, we had made up any of the 
shortage which was apparent in the 
Return laid before the House in Feb- 
ruary; as regards the Special Reserve, 


the Militia would all have been out for | 


training and we should be able to see 
what portion of the Militia had trans- 
ferred and taken service in the Special 
Reserve, and what recruits had 
come in; and. as regards the Territorial 
Army, although the noble Lord said we 
could not for two years see the whole 
effect of what had been done, still we 
should see where we stood as the result 
of this vear’s operations, and should 
know to what extent we have to 
depend on the recruiting of next year to 
fill up the gaps. My feeling is that so 
long as you have a shortage of numbers 
and until vou have had that increased 
training and organisation which have been 
promised by the Government, you must 
not believe that by a mere change of 
Viscount Midleton. 


also 
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have obtained, under the new 
which different 


name vou 
something 
from the old. 


svstem, Is 


Lorp SAYE Aanp SELE: My Lords, 
I had not intended to speak upon this 
subject, but I rise to appeal to noble 
Lords opposite to give the Territorial 
Army a close time. I am_ perfectly 
certain that there is more harm done by 
these numerous discussions regarding the 
Territorial Army than is imagined. If 
some of your Lordships would go back to 
your counties and look after recruiting, 
vou would do a great deal more good than 
by putting questions in this House. 
I hold no brief for the Territorial Army, 
but I am confident that it has come to 
stay. Mr. Haldane has at this moment 
more of the confidence of the Army and 
the Territorial Force than any Secretary 
of State has had since I joined in 1879. 
There has been a great deal said about 
the numbers in the Volunteers. Any- 
' body who has been in camp with the old 
Volunteers knows that the old Volunteer 
Force was full of rubbish and wasters, and 
a great deal of this has been scrapped 
by Mr. Haldane in his Territorial scheme. 
I would, therefore, appeal to noble Lords 
on the Opposition side to give the Terri- 
{torial Army a close time, and to forget 
about it for six months and let Mr.Haldane 
work out the scheme in his own way. 


Viscount HARDINGE: My Lords. 
I did not intend to take part in this 
discussion, nor do I wish to prolong it ; 
but there is one point to which I wish 
to refer. The noble Lord the Under- 
Secretary quoted the noble and gallant 
Field-Marshal Earl Roberts as having 
said that the men could not be trained in 
six months. Ifthe noble Lord will refer 
(to the Field-Marshal’s speech, he will 
‘find that his reference was to the Terri- 
| torial Artillery and not to the Territorial 
| Force. 


*THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE COLONIES (The Earl of Crewe): 
My Lords, like most other noble Lords 
| who have spoken, I did not intend to 
| take any part in this debate; but as it 
has reached somewhat larger dimensions 
|than might have been expected, perhaps 
| I may be allowed to say one or two words, 
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I confess that I find myself in very con- 
siderable agreement with the noble Lord 
behind me who deprecated this dis- 
cussion. My noble friend Lord Wemyss 
said he himself would have taken this 
notice off the Paper but for some unknown 
noble friend of his who urged him to go on. 
I do not know who that was, but I cannot 
find myself in agreement with the noble 
Lord. I do not think that these dis- 
cussions are of very great value, because 
what you are doing is this—you are 
rooting up the plant which was planted 
last vear, with a very considerable degree 
of agreement, it must be remembered, 
from different sides of your Lordships’ 
House, in order to see how it is getting on. 


Consider for a moment the character 
of some of the complaints that have been 
made. Lord Zouche drew attention to 
the fact that a large number of men had 
only engaged for one year—I believe 
the figure is between 40 and 50 per cent.— 
and he went on to assume from that that 
all these men would not re-engage. 
That seems to me a most gratuitous 
assumption. It seems to me exceedingly 
likely that these men engaged for one vear 
in order to see what the new force was 
like ; and to assume that they will all so 
much dislike it that they will desire to 
return at once to civil life seems to me, 
as I say, a most gratuitous assumption. 


Lorp ZOUCHE or HARYNGWORTH: 
Idid not mean to express tothe House the 
complete assumption on my part that 
they would not remain on after the year ; 
but I wished to draw attention to the fact, 
which had not been previously alluded 
to, that they had only signed on for a 
year. I hope they will sign on again. 


*THe EarLor CREWE: I am glad to 
have the noble Lord’s explanation. Then 
the noble Lord said we were entirely in 
the hands of the Socialists, which was a 
bad thing for increasing the Army. The 
noble Lord surely forgets that a very large 
number of Socialists are in favour of 
universal service; they are in favour 


of what is known as a Citizen Army, with | 


no professional soldiers at all. I do not 
know whether that would meet the views 
of noble Lords opposite, but it is a view 
largely held by Socialists. 
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It does seem to me to be a little unfair 
to forget the very frequent complaints 
which we used to have of the Auxiliary 
Forces before the Territorial Army was 
formed. We might almost imagine, 
from some of the criticisms that are 
levelled against it to-day, that we never 
had in former times debates in this 
House about the Auxiliary Forces. I 
very well remember a debate—I think 
it was when the Jate Government was 
in power—when the Duke of Bedford 
used about the Volunteers, or about a 
great many of them, a word used bv 
my noble friend Lord Save and Sele a 
moment ago, when he described them 
as “‘rubbish”; and I think it is only 
fair, when one is criticising this new 
force, to remember that the former 
forces were the subject of some pretty 
sharp criticism. 


The noble Lord opposite, Lord Newton, 
was somewhat severe upon my noble 
friend behind me (Lord Lueas). The 
noble Lord opposite reminds me of a 
very early friend of my vouth—I forget 
whether it was Balbus or the less sym- 
pathetic figure of Caius—who was per- 
petually asserting that it was all over 
with the Army. I am certain that the 
noble Lord is descended from one of 
those ancient Romans. I was very glad 
that my noble friend behind me went 
into this question of compulsory military 
service, or, as it is sometimes called 
compulsory military training, because 
I agree with him that we have not had 
from anybody, even from the most 
distinguished advocates of that project 
anything like a coherent scheme in 
connection with it. I do not, of course, 
allude to my noble friend Lord Wemyss, 
because we know that what he desires 
is the Militia ballot, which is a totally 
different thing. What I have always 
wanted to discover, but never have 
been able to discover, is, supposing an 
invading force reaches these shores, 
and we have a scheme of compulsory 
military training, who will be the people 
who will actually be put into the field 
to meet it? Is it to be the conscripts 
of the vear, or are you going, in addition, 
to have a Territorial Army? From 
what the noble Lord said just now, I 
gather that it is to be the conscripts of 


ithe year who are to form the home 
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Army. Then you are going to have in | 
addition a Territorial Army, with a far 
longer service. 


Lorp NEWTON: There would be a 
Reserve as in the case of any other 
Army, and in the event of invasion the 
Reserves of the Territorial Army would | 
be called out. 


*THE EARLOFCREWE: Yes; but has 
anv scheme of organisation for a force 
of that kind ever been thought out or put 
into anything like a concrete form ? 
I am totally unable to understand how, 
considering what the daily life of the 
citizens of this island is, anything of 
the kind is to be done. Conscription 
I understand, and in that case, of course, 
it is vour conscripts who form your 
First Line, filled up from Reserves ;_ but 
how your six months trained young men 
are to form your First Line, stiffened only 
by others from the Reserves who have 
been doine a week or two’s training 
from time to time, is a matter which 
passes my comprehension. 


The noble Lord also said that he could 
not see why the institution of compulsory 
service for home defence should have | 
any effect upon the Regular Army who 
have to serve abroad. One can only 
go to a great extent on the experience 
of foreign nations. There is no country 
in Europe, so far as I know, where it has 
not been found that it is an exceedingly 
difficult thing to get men who have been | 
conscripts at home to volunteer for 
foreign service; and the noble Lord} 
must know that there is a very large 
body of military opinion in this country 
which has the greatest dread of the 
effect upon the great force which we have | 
to maintain in India and abroad on 
foreign service generally of anything like | 
a system of compulsory home service. 
The only other point that I think I have 
to mention is that of the Return for 
which the noble Viscount asked. I 
understand from my noble friend behind 
me that there will be no objection, and 
that he will see that the Return is given. 


*Lorp BELHAVEN anp STENTON : | 
My Lords, I only rise to answer one 
question put by the noble Earl the | 
Leader of the House. He asked whether, | 


The Earl of Crewe. 
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with a system of compulsory service, it 
was intended in case of an invasion to 
defend the country with the conscripts 
of the year. The proposal is to adopt 
the Swiss principle, and at all events 
the First Line would consist of those of 
the last four years. 


Lorp HAVERSHAM: My Lords, 
our record in Berkshire is a very different 
one from that mentioned by the noble 
Viscount opposite. In that county the 
whole of the officers in the Yeomanry 
and Infantry Volunteers have joined 
the new Territorial Force. Of the Berk- 
shire Yeomanry, 365 have joined out of 
150 on the establishment, and of the 
Infantry Volunteers 715 out of 998 on 
the establishment. We have to find 
a new force of Horse Artillery. We 
have succeeded in obtaining the services 
of an officer who has served both in 
Horse and Field Artillery, and we have 
three subaltern officers under him. Of 
the men, we have already recruited 
30 per cent., and soon hope to have 
50 per cent. of the battery recruited. 


| Mr. Sutton, the great seed merchant, 


and Mr. Palmer, the well-known biscuit 
manufacturer, are on our Association 
and are lending every assistance, with 
other large employers, in recruiting. 
Mr. Haldane stated in the House of 
Commons the other day that for the first 
time since the introduction of the Card- 
well reforms an equal number—seventy- 
four—of Infantry battalions will be at 
home and abroad, and an equal number 
of Cavalry regiments. The Army Re- 
serve is now at its highest figure, and 
25,000 men have joined the Special 
Reserve. What the cause of alarm 
can be, therefore, I cannot conceive. 


THE SCOTTISH CROFTERS. 

THe Eart or CAMPERDOWN rose 
to call attention to the recent Report 
of the Congested Districts Board of 
Scotland in regard to the large and in- 
creasing arrears in the payment of instal- 
ments due by settlers who had purchased 
holdings from the Board; also, to move 
for a Return of the correspondence or 
other basis upon which the Board had 
founded a comparison (see page ix. of 
the Report) between the position as to 





rose 
port 
1 of 
1 in- 


stal- 


nove 
e or 
had 
4 of 
1s to 





33 The Scottish 


payment of rent and annuities due upon 
loans, of annuitants who had purchased 
from the Board, and of crofters who held 
from the proprietor and who had been 
aided by the Board to acquire their 
present holdings. 
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The noble Earl said: My Lords, it 
will be in your Lordships’ recollection | 
that in the year 1907, and also in the 
present session of Parliament, the Secre- 
tary for Scotland introduced measures 
by which he sought to “‘ crofterise ” the 
whole of Scotland, by which I mean to 
extend throughout the whole of Scotland 
the peculiar laws and customs with 
regard to the tenure of land, which pre- 
vail in the crofting districts, although 
the circumstances are entirely different. 
The one fact which was brought forward 
in support of those Bills was the extra- 
ordinary success of the Crofting Acts 
in Scotland. One is very glad, indeed, 
to get hold of some facts which one can 
examine and test, and in this Report of 
the Congested Districts Board some 
facts are adduced which, I think, are} 
well worthy of your Lordships’ attention. } 
The Congested Districts Board, as your 
Lordships know, is a Board which is 
entrusted with certain funds by Parlia 
ment with which land can be purchased 
and resold to settlers, and out of which | 
grants can also be made to persons who | 
are intending to take up crofts. The | 
Secretary for Scotland is Chairman of} 
this Board, and, therefore, what is stated | 
in this Report comes with some special 
authority. 





Let us examine by the light of this 
eport how far this transcendent success 
has been attained in Scotland. First 
of all let us take the question of land 
which has been purchased and re-sold 
to settlers. This is what the Report 
wuvs— 


““In a scheme of State-aided purchase of 
holdings it is manifestly of the highest import- 
ance that settlers should make punctual pay- 
ment of the sums due from them. We regret | 
to say that in the case of several estates the 
settlers, with some exceptions, are considerably 
in arrear, and we have thought it our duty to 
intimate that unless there is an immediate 
improvement in this respect steps will have to 
be taken to enforce payment or to foreclose.” 





Exactly the same remark was made in 
the Report which preceded this. Appar- 
ently no practical result has followed. 
The arrears are steadily »ccumulating, 
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| the payments in arrear have not 
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| unfortunate. 
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and I do not know whether the Board 
will consider it sufficient to have delivered 
themselves of this wise dictum and take 
no practical steps to enforce this payment. 
Then they go on to say— 

“* The result of our action since last year has 

not been satisfactory. The net result is that 
decreased 
during the year in several estates purchased by 
the Board.” 
They then instance the estate of ‘Syre, 
which was bought in the year 1992, and 
arrears immediately began. 
Those arrears on Ist March, 1907, reached 
the sum of £346, and on Ist March, 1908, 
£137. Therefore, there is a steady 
increase in the arrears. Exactly the 
same thing is to be found in the case of 
Barra. Here is another estate to which 
they allude. They say— 

“Tn Kilmuir we purchased from the Baird 

Trustees arrears amounting to £4,463 19s. 7d. 
In circumstances explained in our Eighth 
Report, we cancelled £3,437 16s. 4d. of this, 
and agreed that the balance of £1,026 3s. 3d. 
should be paid in instalments. At Ist March, 
1907, the amounts of rents unpaid, including 
the first instalment of Baird arrears, was 
£2,215 5s. 6d. At Ist March, 1908, the amounts 
unpaid, including the second instalment of Baird 
arrears, were £2,656 4s. 5d.” 
So, therefore, on this estate likewise 
the arrears are constantly mrounting 
up; and if I were inclined to detain 
your Lordships I might point out that 
on other estates the same thing is going 
on. I want to know, that being so, 
where is this extraordinary success of 
the crofting system on which the Secre- 
tary for Scotland founds his Bill? It 
seems to me that the experience is most 
These tenants are not 
paying their instalments, and I leave 
it to your Lordships to judge, so far as 
purchase and reselling land to the tenants 
is concerned, how far this crofting system 
iS a success. 


Leaving that subject, I turn to another, 
It is a favourite doctrine—I would 
almost call it a fad—of the Secretary 
for Scotland that rents are better paid 
to private individuals than they are to 
the State. That is entirely the plan on 
which his two Bills were founded. He 
said that the State should not purchase, 
but that what ought to be done was that 
private proprietors ought to get rid of 
their large tenants, cut up their farms, 
run the risk of getting their rent, and 
that his Board of Commissioners should 


B 
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regulate the rent and so on; in other 
words, that the nation was to have the 
whole regulation and the proprietors | 
were to run all the risk. It is apparently 
because of this theory that he has in- 
troduced into this Report the com- 
parison between the crofters who hold 
from the proprietor and who have been 
aided by the Board, and those who have | 
bought from the State. He proceeds | 
to uphold that theory, or rather to| 
institute that comparison, by a state- | 
ment which it is almost impossible to | 
understand. On page 9 of the Report 
he takes nine cases involving a rental 
of about £900 a year, which have been 











furnished to him by persons whom he | 


calls the landowners concerned, and of 
whom we know nothing further; and 
he argues from that that payments are 


made more regularly to private pro- | 
prietors than they are to the State. | 


In the first place, I am sorry to have to 
state, with regard to this comparison, 
that it is incomplete. 
place it is defective and misleading. 


It is incomplete, for this reason, that 
if your Lordships will look on page 5 
you will find that he says there are 666 


settlers who come under this category. | 
I have taken the trouble to add up the | 
number of settlers from the appendix— | 


it is, I can assure your Lordships, a 


most difficult Report, more difficult to) 
understand than any one of the Govern- | 


ment Bills—I have added up the num- 
ber of those settlers upon whom he bases 
his conclusion, and I find that the whole 
of them put together come to 155. 
What means, I want to know, has he 
taken to arrive at this 


proprietors of this land and asked them 
to tell him how the matter stands in 
each case, or has he written a letter to 
certain selected proprietors and asked 
them questions with regard to indivi- 
dual holdings? As far as one can see, 
it would appear that the latter was the 
case. The Report is, therefore, incom- 
plete, for of the 666 settlers only 155 are 
dealt with. 


Then I come to the case of its being 
defective. The Report states that the 
Secretary for Scotland has been informed 
of the position in respect of rent and 


annuities due upon loans, with the following | 


the Earl of Camperdown. 
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In the second | 


conclusion 2 | 
Has he sent a circular to every one of the | 
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result. The figures that follow are 
entirely limited to rent ; there is nothing 
said about annuities which are due; 
and on consulting the Appendix I find 
that in the three cases given—the case of 
Bay, the case of Aignish in the Lewis, 
and of Battery Park—there are arrears 
of annuities not mentioned on page 9 
of this Report. I do not say that the 
amounts of those arrears are large in 
themselves, but in proportion to the 
amounts due they are not inconsiderable ; 
and under any circumstances care ought 
to have been taken to make the figures 
correspond with the statement. 


I say next that it is misleading, and I 
will tell your Lordships why. The 
Board have omitted from their Report 
the most important item, and without 
which it is impossible to form any real 
estimate as to the amount due by the 
settlers—the periodat whichthese settlers’ 
tenure commenced. Everythirg depends 
upon that. Take the case of Aignish in 
the Lewis, one of the cases cited, which 
shows a state of things so much better 
than that where purchase is concerned. 
On Aignish the annual rent is £96. The 
amount due on Ist March, 1907, was £80, 
and on Ist March, 1908, £70. But the 
tenure only commenced at the end of the 
year 1906, and, therefore, out of two 
years rent there is actually one year in 
arrear. I do not know whether the 
Secretary for Scotland thinks that a 
| state of things of which one ought to be 
proud, and which compares favourably 
with the cases of purchase ; but I should 
say, and I think most of your Lordships 
would say, that when a tenant has been 
two years in his holding and is one year 
in arrear, it is not an extraordinary case 
of punctual payment. Are these cases 
really a fairsample ? That is the impor- 
tant thing. 


If the Secretary for Scotland really 
| wished to institute a fair comparison 
between the system of purchase and the 
| system of paying rent direct to the land- 
| lord, what he ought to have done would 
| have been to take the whole of these 
/estates, to have written to all the pro- 
prietors, and to have asked them to send 
in to him a statement showing how the 
payment of their rent stood. Let me 
take the two cases of Aignish and Battery 
Park. Can those two cases be fairly 
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said to represent Major Matheson’s estate 
in the Lewis? They are a mere drop in 
the bucket, and even in those cases there 
is not much to boast of. But when you 
come to the Lewis, what is the state of 
things there? The Lewis is a part of the 
country in which the crofter system, 
which the Secretary for Scotland is so 
anxious to spread, and the cottar system 
hive been allowed to run free for 100 
years. The Lewis shows, more than any 
other part of Scotland, what is the 
result of the crofter system when coupled 
with the cottar system. 


Whit is the result? At this moment 
the Lewis, which in 1880 had a popula- 
tion of 9,000, has now a population of 
28,000. The average crofter rental at 
the present time is £1 18s. 6d., and the 
average arrears for each crofter is £7— 
between three and four years. The 
rates in the Lewis run from 15s. to 18s. 
in the £, and those rates fall, the very 
great proportion of them, at least, on 
the proprietors. What is the case with 
reference to Major Matheson? The 
rates he was called upon to pay in 1898 
amounted to £4,000, and in the year 
1908 he is called upon to pry £7,000. 


Of course, he has found it absolutely | 


impossible to pay such a sum. This is 
the result of the crofter system run mad. 


In the case of the Lewis, I do not under- | 


stand how the Secretary for Scotland 
cime to put in merely these two cases of 
Aignish and Battery Park. The Secre- 
tary for Scotland knows perfectly well 
th.t petitions, I might almost say with- 
out end, have been addressed to the 
Government, pointing out the present 
condition of the Lewis, which is entirely 
owing to the cottar system, and calling 
for some remedy. It seems to me it is a 
Warning and an example to the Govern- 
ment and to all those who are in favour 
of extending the crofter system. 


But I leave the Lewis and take other 


large estates. Take Lady Catheart’s 
estate. I know that on that estate 


arrears are nearer three years than two, 
and, if you take Lord Macdonald’s estate 
or the McLeod’s, I will answer for it 
that an examination of their estate books 
would show that the arrears are at least 
as large in proportion as any of those 
which are due to the Government on 
account of land which has been re-sold 
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|to the settlers. What reason is there 
to suppose that rents are likely to be 
better paid to a private individual than 
to the State? Is not the probability 
all the other way? Have your Lord- 
ships ever heard of a person who declined 
to make good to the State an obligation 
which, when it was due to a private 
proprietor, he was perfectly prepared 
to meet ? It seems to me that to up- 
hold this theory is to go contrary to all 
probability, and, moreover, it is not 
| borne out by the facts. If the Secretary 
| for Scotland wishes to prove to us that 
this crofter system is a success and is 
a system which ought to be extended 
lover the whole of Scotland, he must 
| produce something very different from 
|the figures and the assertions in this 
Report. I believe that if he persists 
in endeavouring to extend the crofter 
and the cottar system over the whole of 
Scotland he will be doing Scotland a very 
great injury; while with regard to the 
western Highlands I most sincerely 
believe he will be doing his very best 
|to reduce that part of Scotland to the 
condition that prevailed in Ireland in 
the days of the famine- 





Moved, “ That there be laid before 
the House a Return of the cogrespondence 
or other basis upon which the Congested 
Districts Board of Scotland has founded 
a comparison (see page LX. of the Report) 
hetween the position as to payment of 
rent and annuities due upon loans, of 
}annuitants who have purchased from 
| the Board, and of crofters who hold from 
| the proprietor and who have been aided 
| by the Board to acquire their present 
(The Earl of ¢ ‘amperdown.) 


| holdings. 
| Lorp HERSCHELL: My Lords, with 
your Lordships’ leave I will say a few 
words first of all on the question of 
arrears in general. These arrears are 
not, as the noble Earl who has just sat 
down stated, of recent growth. They 
have been growing continuously and 
with perfect regularity for a considerable 
number of years, not only under the 
present Government but also under the 
late Government. This, of course, I do 
not mention as in any manner of means 
a mitigation of the gravity of the situa- 
tion. His Majesty’s Government fully 





realise the seriousness of the present 
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condition of affairs with regard to these 
arrears of rent, and they are quite alive 
to the fact that the arrears should be paid. 
After all, these settlements were instituted 
in response to a demand which it was felt 
could not be disregarded; and it is 
absolutely essential that those who have 
benefited by this settlement should have 
due regard to the obligations which they 
have thereby incurred. There may be, 
and there no doubt are, certain hard 


cases, as for example, the case of a woman | 


whose husband has died; and _ these, 
naturally, will receive fair consideration. 
This question of arrears of rent is, in the 
opinion of the Secretary for Scotland, 
most serious, and he is giving it his close 
attention at the present time with a view 
to determining what steps he should take. 


I now come to the question of the com- 
parison which the noble Earl has raised 
on page 9 of the Report of the Congested 
Districts Board. This, of course, does 
not purport, nor does it say that it pur- 
ports, to be a full comparison. In the 
first place, it simply says: “in order to 
institute some comparison.” 
why these particular estates were selected 
was this. 
the proprietors of those estates with 


whom they had come in contact, owing | 


to loans having been made to them, to 
ask them to furnish, if they were willing 
to do so, particulars of the rents for 
publication in abstract form. All the 
proprietors were perfectly willing that 
the Board should receive the information 
confidentially, but they did not desire 
that the rents which they received should 
be made public property. 


Others, and these are the ones which 
we have on page 9, were willing to furnish 
this information, but on the distinct 
understanding, as stated here, that they 
were to be published in the abstract form. 


After all it would be a very difficult | 


matter for the Board to apply to every 
proprietor, and proprietors to whose 
tenants no advances had been made, and 
to ask them for information as to the 
mount of rent which they received. 
As regards the omission of the amounts 
due as interest and principal for building 
loans, ete., it is true these were omitted. 
It was for this reason, that they were 
considered, taking them all round, to be 
of so small an amount that they were 
Lord Herschel, 
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The Board decided to write to | 
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hardly worth taking into account. For 
instance, in the case of Northton there 
were arrears amounting to 12s. 6d.; in 
the case of Bourblock and Tarbert they 
amounted to £4 18s. Od.; in the case of 
Stornaway to £44 4s. Od. ; and in the case 
of Bay to about £21. In the aggregate 
they were not very important sums in 
the opinion of the Congested Districts 
Board, and therefore they were omitted. 





THe Earn oF CAMPERDOWN: 
| What I pointed out was that the annuities 
|due upon loans were omitted. 

| Lorp HERSCHELL : That is perfectly 
true. 


THe Earn or CAMPERDOWN; 
| Very well. Then it is an incorrect state- 
iment. The statement purports to put 
|the position in respect to loans and to 


| annuities due upon loans, 
| 


Lorp HERSCHELL: I confess it 
should not have been in those words. 
The reason why the Returns referred to 
were left out is that they do not mater- 
ially affect the case owing to the small- 
ness of the amount. As regards the noble 
Earl’s Motion for the correspondence 
| to be produced, of course he will see that 
these detailsin the Report have been given 
merely on the understanding that was 
given and accepted that they were to be 
published in their abstract form, and I 
can assure him that there is nothing in 
those letters except what appears here put 
into abstract form. I therefore venture 
'to hope that the noble Earl will not 
| press his Motion for the correspondence 
in question to be produced, seeing that, 
after all, we only have it through the 
courtesy of the proprietors of these par- 
ticular states. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: I 
sympathise very much with the noble 
Earl who brought forward this question, 
|as to the tenor of the paragraphs in this 

report. I must say I think they are 
unfortunate. There is an attempt run- 
ning all through them to bolster up the 
idea that purchase is a bad thing and 
| that leasing is therefore a better one. 
|The whole facts given here are compara- 
| tively speaking small, and they will not 
| bear the inferences which are sought 
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to be drawn from them. That is the | amount payable up to the date of the 
first point [ would make. Even if it were | Report for principal and interest would 
true that purchase instalments had been| have been £1,107 3s. The amount 
less well paid than the annual instalments, | actually paid was £711 13s. 9d., so that 
there is another point which I think| there are arrears of nearly £400 on a 
vitiates the comparison which is under- | total payment of £1,100. That is not 
stood to be drawn. The case of those | satisfactory. But I venture to say that 
estates mentioned in page 9 of the Report, | the difference between the two arises 
which are the cases of small holders, are | largely from the fact that the holdings 
cases, I think I am safe in saying, in which | in Barra are of a much smaller area, are 
the landowner has selected the tenant, | further removed from being what is 
has taken the whole responsibility on him- | called self-supporting, and that the 
self for the repayment of the Government | settlers had, therefore, very great diffi- 
loan, and is acting with the tenant. Even | culties to contend with. I do not think 
if the comparison in these cases was | it is reasonable to make anything of the 
favourable to that system it would not | fact that those who have come under an 
in any way support the contention which | obligation to purchase would like to be 
seems to be drawn in the body of the Re- | tenants, because the explanation is very 
port that compulsory hiring would be a} obvious. In Scotland rates are divided 
more satisfactory thing than purchase. | between owner and occupier, and as the 
There could really be no inference of that | rates go up the owner has an increased 
kind drawn, because I believe in every | obligation, and these men see that when 
case the landlord had selected the | they are only tenants they pay less than 
best tenant he could find and had| half the rates (the tenant’s share), and 
taken the whole obligation upon himself. | when they are owners they are put under 
That is a wholly different thing from cases | obligation for the whole. That is to my 
in which the tenants have been dumped} mind, having regard to the Scottish 
down, as it were, upon the landlord and | and Celtic nature, quite sufficient to 
not chosen by him. account for the desire to become tenants 
I should like to say in justice to those rather than purchasers. I think that it is 
two settlements, Barra and Syre, for | Unfortunate that on that page of the 
which, to a large extent, I am responsible, Report the wording should have been put 
that it is easy to make too much of the | 2 precisely as it is, because { think Ib 18 
fact that there is a certain amount of|imtended, as I think on insufficient 
arrears outstanding. The real compari- grounds, to bolster up the argument in 
som is to compare the amount. of favour of hiring rather than purchase. 
arrears outstanding with what has been| The real fact of the matter is this. 
paid and the total sum which ought to| I am afraid that in the West Highlands, 
have been received. These facts are given | certainly in the islands of Scotland, 
upon page 9 of Appendix XI. of the} these schemes, benevolent as they are, 
Report. In the case of Syre the amount | are doomed to failure. After all, they 
payable up to Martinmas, after every | were only experiments. I am respon- 
settler had fulfilled every obligation he | sible for the experiments in the cases of 
had made, was £2,628 13s. 10d., and of | Barra and of Syre. They were under- 
that amount practically £2,100 has been | taken some five or six years ago with the 
received, When you consider that there | apprehension that they would fail, but 
are a considerable number of settlers, | jt was thought desirable that object 
that some of them have been personally | lessons at not very great expense should 
unfortunate, that in some cases the men | he given, and that the experiment should 
who made the bargains have died, and|be made. Some of these people will 
their widows left to struggle with the} succeed, some will not. What I am 
new holdings, I think upon the whole, | afraid of is that, wherever you in- 
although not a thing to be proud of, it crease, as you are increasing, the 
is not so bad a Return as might very | standard of comfort d sired, by education 
easily have happened in what is| and by, to some extent, improving the 
a new experiment with men who have position of the settlers, you will find them 
great difficulties to contend with. Take not, I am afraid, getting more contented, 
the case of Barra, In that case the total | but less contented, than they were before. 
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They will struggle for further improve- 
ment. The younger generation is better 
educated and sees that the men who go 
away to the towns and cities of this 
country, or to the wider domain of Canada, 
get on better than those who remain at 
home, and therefore you are not going to 
stimulate their desire to stay at home, 
but, on the other hand, stimulate their 
desire to go after those who have gone 
before them. Iam afraid from economic 
grounds it is evitable. In many of these 
cases I believe that if you gave them land 
for nothing they could not make a living, 
having regard to the prices they could 
obtain for produce. But I think upon 
the whole, although there is something 
to be desired, the state of matters so far 
as arrears are concerned has been rather 
exaggerated for the purposes of this 
discussion. I think if the facts are 
carefully and dispassionately considered 
it will be seen that, upon the whole, 
the majority of those concerned have 
tolerably fairly met their obligations. 
Those who have failed have failed to 
some extent owing to some especially 
difficult circumstances, such as the death 
of the breadwinner. But I sympathise 
with my noble friend who brought the 
question forward that in a Report which 
ought to have been a mere record of facts 
there is the intention to argue in favour 
of one system against another. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LoREBURN): The noble Earl has hung 
upon his theme a sort of vindication of 
his own action in regard to the Scottish 
Small Holders Bill. That Bill has been 
killed, and ought to have been allowed 
to rest undisturbed, but its ghost seems 
to be flitting about, and I cannot help 
thinking that the noble Earl ° 2!’ some- 
what uneasy in regard to the undoubted 
dissatisfaction which exists because we 
have not been able to agree in reference 
to a Bill of this kind. The Report is 
criticised because it is supposed to favour 
hiring as against purchase. I know 
perfectly well that the noble Earl, Lord 
Rosebery, said his scheme for Scotland 
was a purchase system ; but is there any 
Member of your Lordships’ House who 
knows Scotland who is prepared to say 
that he wants a small holders’ system for 
Scotland resting upon purchase? I am 
sure the noble Lord, Lord Balfour of 


Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 
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Burleigh, would not say so, because 
he knows his own country so well. It 
cannot be done, and it is quite unneces- 
sary to bolster up the opposite system. 
The noble Earl himself brought in this 
very session a Bill based upon com- 
pulsory hiring. For my part, it does 
not disturb me whether there has been 
any indirect advocacy of the com- 
pulsory hiring system in the Biue- 
book or not, because the compulsory 
hiring will surely come, and the noble 
Lords here do not say anything 
to the contrary. The system of small 
holdings by purchase in Scotland is 
dead and buried, and will never be 
revived. The noble Lord referred to the 
disclosures in this Blue-book as some 
argument against what he called the 
“ crofterisation ” of Scotland under the 
proposed Bill which is now defunct. 


THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN : What 
I said was that it seemed to me that these 
figures proved that these crofters had 
not been a success. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR: And 
the noble Earl also referred to the Bill 
which is no longer in existence as an 
attempt to “ crofterise ” Scotland. 


THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN : Was 


it not 2 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR: I am 
going to deal with it. The noble Earl 
said that the Bill would reproduce in 
Scotland the condition of affairs existing 
in Ireland. What does the “crofterisa- 
tion” of Scotland mean? Does it 
mean that you are going to translate 
to Scotland the climate, the race, and 
the lamentable poverty which exists 
in Ireland? Nothing of the kind. The 
only meaning is that the tenant crofters 
shall be extended to other counties. 
If you think it is more to the interest 
of the landlord that the tenure as in 
the English Bill should be adopted 
than that in the Bill which the noble 
Earl called “‘crofterisation” I am quite 
prepared to accept it. The landlord 
will find it a great deal better under 
what you call the “ crofterisation ” system 
than under the other. I feel it is a 
lamentable thing that we should not 





try to put our hands to settling this 
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thing, which is most vital to Scotland, 
instead of going back over the old ground 
of the defunct Bill. I am sure the noble 
Earl will not think I am making these 


observations in any sense personally | 


adverse to himself; only it seemed to | 
me that he was seeking to justify to. 
himself what I think was a great mis- 
take, viz., the destruction of that Bill. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: | 


My Lords, I quite realise, as does the 
noble and learned Lord upon the Wool- 


sack, the great difficulty of applying to | 


Scotland or to any part of the United 


Kingdom, a wholesale system of small | 


holdings founded upon purchase. We 
are it is true endeavouring to introduce 


such a state of things into Ireland, but | 


we have been driven to do so, in spite of 


the great difficulties, financial and other, | 


which stand in the way, on account of 
the failure of the particular kind of 
hiring system, which, as some of us 
think in an ill-advised moment, was 


introduced into that part of the United | 


Kingdom. Noble Lords who sit on this 
side of the House do not object to com- 
pulsory hiring merely because it is com- 
pulsory hiring, but we object very 
strongly indeed to the particular kind 
of compulsory hiring which found a 
place in the Scottish Bill. I may re- 
mind the House of the difference between 
the system proposed in the Scottish Bill 


and the system proposed in the English | 


Small Holdings Bill, which this House 
accepted. In the case of the 
Bill the local authorities intervene. 
The proprietor lets his land to the local 
authority, which becomes responsible 
for the conduct of the 
and stands between the occupier of 
the land and the owner. What we | 
object to is any system under which 
the owner of the soil is compelled, in 
opposition to his own better judgment, | 
and whether he likes it or not, to let his 
land directly to small holders and to | 
stand the whole risk and responsibility | 
of the failure of a very hazardous ex- | 
periment. That is why we looked askance | 
at the proposals contained in the Scottish | 
Bill, and why we protested against | 
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there is no means of escape except 
by recourse to that expensive and difli- 
/cult system of wholesale purchase 
| to which the noble and learned Lord 
referred. 





THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN : After 
what the noble Lord opposite has said, 


| I shall not persist with my Motion with 


| regard to the production of the corres- 
|pondence. With regard to what the 
| noble and learned Lord on the Woolsack 
said, I can assure him he entirely mis- 
understood me. What I said was this. 
|I merely stated facts in regard to those 
Bills which were for the “ crofterization ” 
of Scotland, founded chiefly upon the 
fact that this crofters system as recently 
administered had not been a success. 
| With regard to the hiring of land direct 
from tenants, I pointed out that in 
my opinion the statements that were 
made in that Report do not justify the 
inferences which appeared to be drawn. 
I had not in my mind the least idea in 
reference to the Bills lately before the 
House, and if it gives the noble and 
learned Lord any satisfaction I can 
assure him my mind is perfectly easy on 
the subject. The last thing I thought 
of was the raising of a debate with regard 
to the system on which land should be 
acquired in Scotland. My object was 
simply to point out that in my opinion 
this Report did not point to any success 
on the part of the crofters system. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


TRAINING OF MERCANTILE MARINE 
OFFICERS. 
*Lorp. BRASSEY, in rising—** To call 


atte ‘os! to the inadequate means of 


| educacional training available for officers 


'of the Mercantile Marine, and to urge 
that some provision should be made for 
the education of cadets of the Royal 
Naval Reserve during the period of 
apprenticeship, ’—said: The point on 
whichI wish to insist is this. Whilst the 
Admiralty have bestowed, and rightly 
bestowed, the utmost care on the educa- 
tion of officers for the permanent 





it as being likely to introduce into another | service of the Navy, and Parliament 
pirt of the United Kingdom many of} has been lavish in appropriations, the 
the undoubted evils which have pre-| early education of officers enrolled for 
vailed in Ireland, evils from which | the Reserve has been neglected. The 
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Admiralty have relied unduly on the 
inadequate means of instruction obtain- 
able outside the Royal service. The 
Admiralty have shown their sense of 
the importance of providing a Reserve 
of officers for the Navy by enrolling them 
in large numbers. Their names fill many 
pages of the Navy List. We look to our 
Reserve of officers, not only in war, but in 
the ordinary conditions of peace service. 


In the school-ship stage, it does not 
seem necessary to call for assistance 
from the State. For cadets aspiring to 


the more responsible positions in the | 


mercantile marine, and it is from these 
that the Naval Reserve is recruited, two 
school-ships' have been established by 
private effort, the “Conway” in the Mersey, 


andtheWorcester’ inthe Thames. Those | 


ships should be able to turn out midship- 
men every year in numbers sufficient for 
the requirements of the Naval Reserve. 
When we pass from the school-ship 
to the important period of apprenticeship 
at sea, the need is urgent for some 
assistance from the State. For those 
entered as cadets and midshipmenin the 
Naval Reserve sea-going training-ships, 
such as that formerly maintained by the 
P. and O, Company, are necessary. The 
P. and O. ship has long since disappeared. 
‘To-day we have one ship, and only one ship, 
the “ Port Jackson,” sailing under the flag 
of Messrs Devitt & Moore, in which the 
education begun in the school ships is 
systematically carried forward. Another 
ship of a similar character isreported to 
be fitting out by the powerful combine 
over which Mr. Ismay presides. 


It is obvious that two sea-going 
ships will not adequately provide for 
the educational training of the full 
number of young officers required 
for the Naval Reserve. The majority 
of those who are enrolled as officers for 
the Naval Reserve have to go to sea as 
apprentices under conditions far from 
favourable to education. They go to sea 
as apprentices in the mercantile marine. 
Under the pressure of severe competition, 
our merchant ships are worked, and neces- 
sarily worked, with the strictest regard to 
economy. The apprentices do the duties 
of ordinary seamen. At sea it is good 
that the apprentice should take his part 
in working the ship. If his whole 

Lord Brassey. 
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time in harbour is given to chipping 
paint and similar occupations, his naval 
education cannot be carried up to the 
standard required for efficiency in the 
Royal Navy. Steps should be taken 


to afford greater equality of oppor- 
tunity. Adequately to extend the 


facilities for the education of officers of 
the Reserve, State-aid should be given to 
a limited extent, and under conditions 
which would insure that public money 
was well applied. As to the conditions, 
it should be insisted upon that competent 
naval instructors should be carried. For 
training in seamanship the ships should 
be fully rigged. To maintain an effective 
supervision over the progress of education 
and professional training, every boy 
should be examined on the completion 
of each voyage by an inspecting officer 
of the Admiralty. The incompetent 
would be weeded out, and any defects 
in the system of education would be 
discovered and remedied. At the com- 
pletion of four years service at sea, the 
cadets would pass the Board of Trade 
examination. Some further tests might 
perhaps be insisted upon. 


Assuming that the policy of grants for 
the training of Reserve cadets were 
approved, the charge to the State would 
be inconsiderable, compared with the 
vast total of our Navy Estimates. The 
number of Reserve cadets would be 
determined with reference to the establish- 
ment of officers of the Reserve, as from 
time to time fixed by Order in Council. 
The seale of payment to be made by the 
Admiralty would be best considered by a 
small committee, or by conference be- 
tween the Reserves office and the ship- 
owners. Let it be assumed that the 
amount for each cadet need not exceed 
£25 a year. Assuming forty cadets to be 
carried, the annual grant for each ship 
would not exceed £1,000. Four or five 
ships would supply the full number of 
young officers required for the Reserve. 
With some encouragement from the 
Admiralty, ships would be promptly 
fitted out by the leading shipowners 
of this country, and if that were done 
we should be following, where we 
ought to have led, the example set 
to us by Germany. It is not going too 
far to say that a real blot on our naval 
administration would be removed. I 
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may briefly refer to the instruction in 
engineering, which has become necessary 
for every officer trained for the sea 
service. It can be provided for the 
Naval Reserve at small expense. Mid- 
shipmen of the Naval Reserve should 
go through a six months’ course at 
approved schools of engineering. The 
necessary cost should be covered by 
a grant, under suitable conditions. 


The expenditure I have ventured to) 


recommend would be _ inconsiderable, 
whilst the results would be more than 
commensurate. The officers of the Re- 
serve would be more efficient. In the 
mercantile marine the standard of edu- 
cation generally would be raised, and 
the bonds of discipline strengthened. 
With the general question of technical 
elucation for our seamen, I do not 
propose on the present occasion to deal. 
An inquiry was held a few years ago by 
the Royal Geographical Society, the 
results of which were given in a paper 
prepared by their able Secretary, Sir 
Clements Markham! There are some 
admirable schools, but they are all too 
few. A strong case was made for 
more liberal appropriations from the 
large sums voted by Parliament 
for technical education. And now 
I have only to express my acknow- 
ledgments to Lieutenant Bosanquet, 
of the Marine Society, and to Captain 
Barker,of the*Worcester,” for the aid they 
have given in preparing the brief state- 


ment I have ventured to submit to your | 


Lordships. 


Lorp MUSKERRY: My Lords, the 
speech of the noble Lord would rather 
give the idea that the officers of the 
mercantile marine are slightly deficient 
in education. I do not think that that 
can be held for one moment. Most 
young officers now go in for passing for 
the extra-masters certificate. We find 
young men of twenty-four or twenty-five 
who have passed for that certificate, and 
[ do not think that any man who has 
passed the very special examination that 
he is required to pass to obtain that 
certificate can be said to have anything 
deficient in his education. In his Motion 
the noble Lord mentions cadets for the 
Naval Reserve. I do not know what he 
means by that. I have never heard of 
such a thing before. But if the noble 
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Lord means cadets for the merchant 
service, which I presume he does, we 
know that at the present time there are 
two very good school ships and other 
nautical establishments which give a 
very excellent education, and a turn-out 
of a quite sufficient number of officers 
for the merchant service. As a matter 
of fact there are, at the present moment, 
hundreds of captains and officers, fully 
qualified and able men, out of employ 
ment, and I do not think there is ground 
for any complaint of a shortage of officers 
or need of more training ships leading 
to the greater overstocking of our 
mercantile marine. 


Tue Eart of GRANARD: My Lords, 
the noble Lord seems to consider that 
there is a great lack of opportunity for 
members of the merchant marine 
to acquire knowledge. I do not think 
that is the case at all. Ihave made some 
inquiry into this matter, and I find that 
there are schools in nearly every big port 
in this country where persons wishing to 
embrace the calling of thesea can study 
all matters connected with it. In ad- 
dition to this there are two ships, the 
** Conway ” and the ** Worcester,” which 
render very valuable service in this 
respect. Owing to the new regulations 
brought in by Lord Selborne, an officer 
serving in the Navy is bound to acquire a 
knowledge of engineering. That has not 
been the case so far in the merchant 
service. It seems to me quite proper 
that officers of the merchant service 
should if possible acquire some knowledge 
of engineering. The “ Conway” people 
inform me that they propose placing 
in the course of instruction on that 
ship a course of engineering. The 
noble Lord referred to a new ship 
fitting out by the White Star Company. 
I have no particulars to hand about that, 
but I understand that this ship was going 
to carry about sixty cadets, with instruc- 
tors who will be competent to teach them 
all branches of marine knowledge. The 
question now is as to how is the Navy 
served with regard to the Royal Naval 
Reserve. The facts of the matter 
are simply these. Generally, every 
year we have in the Navy about 
seventy-five to eighty vacancies 
for officers of the Royal Naval Reserve ; 
for those positions we generally havr 
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400 to 500 applicants, and we are able, 
therefore, to take the pick of those men, 
and from the reports that are to hand 
the efficiency of the officers of the Royal 
Naval Reserve is beyond doubt. I was 
talking the other day to an Admiral of 
the Coast Defences, and he informed me 
that these men were everything a captain 
of a ship could desire. Therefore, from 
the point of view of the Navy, it does not 
seem necessary that we should spend any 
more money as suggested by the noble 
Lord. We are able to get a sufficiency 
of candidates desirous of joining the 
Naval Reserve, and, therefore, much as I 
sympathise with the objects of my noble 
friend’s speech, I think no case has been 
made out for spending any extra money 
on this matter. 


CRAN MEASURES BILL [1.1]. 
[Seconp Reaprna.! 
Order of the Day for the Second 
Reading read. 


*THe PRESIDENT or trae BOARD 
or AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES 
(Earl Carrineron): My Lords, th's is 
a very small measure, but I think it is 


{LORDS} 





a useful Bill and a Bill that will give a 
great deal of satisfaction to a very 
deserving and gallant class of men—the | 
sailors on the east coast. The object of | 
the Bill is to legalise and regulate the | 
use of the cran measure in the fresh 
herring trade in England and in Wales. | 
An application for its adoption must be 
made by a local authority to the Board | 
of Agriculture and the regulations under 
the Bill will be issued by the Board. 
It is an adoptive Bill and the local 
authority is the county council or the 
borough council. The word “ cran” 
is a measure which really is a basket 
which contains 374 imperial gallons, 
although the measure that would 
really be used in the herring trade | 
would be what is called a quarter 
cran, equalling a little over 9 gallons. | 
These measures have long been in use | 
in Scotland, and they were legalised by | 
the Herring Fisheries Bill of 1889. | 
Persons interested in the herving trade 
on the east coast—and I need hardly 
remind the House what an important 
trade that is—hoped that this measure 
m'ght also be legalised in England as well | 
Lhe Lurl of Granard. 


| Attention 
'have to point out that it is provided 


|number, or bulk. 
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as in Scotland. Up to five years ago 
herrings on the east coast were sold by 
what is called “long hundred,” which 
meant 132. That led to waste of time 
and labour and a certain amount of 
confusion, and there were frequent dis- 
putes as to the countings of fish, and so 
in 1903 quarter-cran baskets were in- 
troduced from Scotland and proved a 
great benefit. They began to be used 
at Lowestoft, Yarmouth, Hartlepool, 
Grimsby, and Scarborough, but it was 
found after the introduction of these 
baskets that the buyers refused, and 
I think naturally refused, to accept 
the baskets that were not officially 
stamped. They had no guarantee that 
they contained the measure they were 
supposed to contain, and therefore the 
Kast Suffolk County Council and the Lowe- 
stoft Town Council both passed resolu- 
tions urging the legalisation of the cran 
measure for use in England. That hap- 
pened in 1904, and they suggested that 
it might be carried out on the lines of 
the Scottish Act of 1889. The first 
clause of the Bill follows the provision 
of that Act. The Bill bas the support 
of the East Coast herring traders en 
bloc, and has I believe, the unanimous 
support of the National Sea Fisheries 
Protection Association. There is one 
other point to which I need draw atten- 
tion. Subsection 3 of Clause | states— 

“ Subject to the provisions of this Act cran 
and quarter cran measures so made and 


marked as aforesaid shall be the only legal 
measures for use in buying, selling, delivering, 


| or receiving fresh herrings.” 


was called to that, but I 
that nothing in this section shall pre- 
vent the sale of herrings by weight, 
I believe that this 
Bill would give a great deal of satisfac- 


| tion to a most deserving and gallant body 


of men, and hope your Lordships will be 
pleased to accord it a Second Reading. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 
28,”—( Earl Carrington.) 


*Lorp HENEAGE: My Lords, on 
behalf of the herring trade, I beg to 
thank the noble Earl for having intro- 
duced this Bill, and also the officials of 
the Department who have taken the 
greatest trouble about the measure, 
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and shown the greatest courtesy to the 
trade; when the matter was discussed 
by the executive of the National Sea 
Fisheries Association, the noble Earl 
was kind enough to allow one of the 
most important Members of his Depart- 
ment to be present at the discussion, 
and to promise that this Bill should 
be introduced. The draft Bill was after- 
wards sent to the Association, and was 
thoroughly approved. It is an adoptive 
measure, but at the same time, it will 
be, I think, adopted generally throughout 
the parts of the country affected. Our 
only regret is that it should have been 
brought in so late, although that is no 
fault of the noble Earl or of his Depart- 
ment. If the Bill cannot pass before 
the adjournment, it will be impossible 
for it to come into operation this year, 
as the Resolutions must be passed, and 
the permission of the Department ob- 
tained. If the noble Earl could see his 
way to pass the Bill—and members of our 
Parliamentary Committee will give him 
every assistance—before the end of this 
week and allow it to become law, it would 
be a great benefit, and be very much 
appreciated by the members of the 


great herring trade throughout the 
country. It would then give us about 


six weeks to pass the necessary Resolu- 
tions and bring it into action before the 
herring trade really begins. 


On Question, Bill read 2* (according 
to order), and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House To-morrow, and 
Standing Order No. XX XIX. to be con- 
sidered in order to its being dispensed 
with. 


SHORTAGE OF INFANTRY UNITS. 

*Viscount HARDINGE rose “to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
War, whether in view of the assurance 
given by the Secretary of State to the 
effect that no further reduction of the 
infantry of the line, either by the destruc- 
tion of units or by the reduction of the 
strength or establishment of existing 
units, is in contemplation, he can now 
state what is the shortage below establish- 
ment of the infantry units on the British 
establishment, what measures are being 
taken to make good that shortage, and 
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whether it is proposed, when the shortage 
has been made good, to increase the 
present establishment of 720 rank and 
file.” 


The noble Viscount said: I am sure 
my noble friend who represents the 
War Office in this House will understand 
that I am not making reference to any- 
thing connected with the Territorial 
Army and will understand the object there- 
fore of the Question which appears in 
my name. With regard to the Special 
Reserve, to which I have the honour 
to belong, and as to the future of which 
I am therefore deeply anxious, perhaps 
the noble Lord will not mind my saying 
that his responses to some of my 
questions the other day were not 
altogether reassuring, more especially 
with reference to what he stated, that 
His Majesty’s Government hoped to 
supply the new short rifle before the 
next training. I think it would have 
been far more satisfactory if he had 
stated that it was the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government that the Special 
Reserve should be armed with the new 
rifle almost at once, for I think it must 
be patent to anyone who has any know- 
ledge of military matters, that now that 
the Special Reserve are to be the real 
Reserve of the Regular Army it is abso- 
lutely essential that they should not only 
be taught the mechanism of this weapon 
but actually shoot with it. There is 
another point to which I wish to draw 
the noble Lord’s attention. Referring the 
other day to the shortage in the Special 
Reserve, he threw out a hint implying, 
though perhaps unintentionally so, that 
he attributed the shortage in the 3rd 
Battalion of the Bedfordshire Regiment 
to the lack of encouragement given by 
the colonel of the regiment, my noble 
friend the Duke of Bedford. That was 
what we were led to believe; whilst as 
regards another battalion, the com- 
manding officer, the noble Marquess, 
Lord Salisbury, had, by the enthusiasm 
he had shown, been able to get many 
more men to join the Special Reserve. 
If the noble Lord did mean that it was an 
unfortunate remark to make, because the 
two battalions are on entirely different 
lines. The 3rd Battalion is simply 
for drafting purposes, whilst the 4th 
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Battalion is to work as a unit by itself. 
I trust, therefore, that in answer to 
my Question the noble Lord will be able 
to make the statement that he did not 
intend to imply that which would be 
most uncalled for and unfair to the Duke 
of Bedford. 


Lorp LUCAS: In answer, first of all, 
to the Question which the noble Lord 
has on the Paper, the figures on Ist July 
were as follows: The establishment of 
non-commissioned officers and men of 
the Infantry of the Regular Army was 
£5,901, but the strength on that date 
was 83,802; that is a deficit of 2,099. 
At the present moment we are to some 
extent suffering shortage owing to the 
Indian drafts. The strength of the 
Infantry suffers greatly owing to drafts 
voing out all through the winter and 
the spring, and the Infantry is at its 
lowest then and afterwards recruits 
up until the drafts begin again. We 
hope to see that deficit very considerably 
reduced in a few months time. As 
to the second point of the Question, we 
de not propose to take any special steps. 
Recruiting is good this year, and we 
hope that this deficit will be wiped off 
before long. As to the last part of the 
Question I can only refer the noble Lord 
to the Answer that was given by the 
Secretary of State in the other House. 
It was to the effect that when the short- 
age had been made good he would 
consider the question of increasing the 
establishment of the Home Battalions 
from the present number 720. As to 
the rifles for the Special Reserve, what I 
intended to convey was that it was decided 
that the Special Reserve shall be armed 
with the short rifle and that it was hoped 
that this rifle would be in the hands of 
the whole of the Special Reserve in time 
for next year’s training. 


Viscount HARDINGE: There was 
one point I omitted as regards the filling- 
up of the lower ranks of the Special 
Reserve, on which I think the noble Lord 
could give us further information. 


Lorp LUCAS: Officers 2 


Viscount HARDINGE: Yes. 
Viscount Hardinge. 


{LORDS} 
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Lorp LUCAS: What is going to be 
done is this. The new system for pro- 
viding the persons for the Special Reserve 
will be in full force by June of next year, 
As your Lordships know, the officers of 
the Special Reserve, if they do not choose 
to pass any form of examination before 
they goin, will be required to do a year’s 
attuchment with a unit of the Regalar 
Army. There are two examinations 
they may pass, buth of which exempt 
them for a certain time. The first 
examination for Certificate A will take 
place in the middle of December this 
year, and the first examination for Certi- 
ficate B about the middle of June 
next year. Any officer who joins the 
Special Reserve before the middle of 
December who has not had a chance of 
going in for either certificate will be 
exempted from eight months of his 
course. He will only have to do four 
months attachment,-and he can do that 
any time either winter or summer, and if 
he wishes to do so hecan, at the time the 
Special Reserve is training, leave his 
course and go out with the Reserve. 
After the middle of December, when he 
will have had a chance of doing so, if he 
has passed for Certificate A he will only 
have to do four months attachment. If 
he does not pass for Certificate A he 
will have to do eight months attachment 
under the same conditions. After the 
middle of June of next year, after the 
scheme is in working order, and any 
officer who joins will have had a chance of 
getting both certificates, if he has not got 
those two certificates he will have to do 
a full year. As regards the other Ques- 
tion, I am sorry if anything! said about 
these two battalions of the Bedfordshire 
Regiment, commanded by the noble 
Duke and the noble Marquess, should be 
considered an imputation. I brought 
the case forward simply to show how 
impossible it was tomake any prophecies 
Here were two battalions in neighbour- 
ing counties; one had transferred 70 
per cent. to the Special Reserve and one 
had transferred 40 per cent. When there 
were such startling variations in two 
neighbouring counties and two 
neighbouring j. battalions of the same 
regiment, I said it was quite impos- 
sible to attempt to forecast, as some 
| speakers were doing, what the strength 
| of the Special Reserve was going to be. 
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BEE PEST (IRELAND) BILL. 
[Szconp REapINa.] 


Order of the day for the 
Reading read. 


Second 
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wording of the original Act once a 
polling district has been created it 
cannot be altered, although changes take 
place in population and other respects, 


| and this not only has the effect of leaving 


| polling districts unequal but results in a 


Lorp DENMAN: My Lords, I under- | 
stand this Bill is required because the 
disease of foul breed has spread rapidly | 
and caused great loss. I understand from 
the noble Earl opposite, the Earl of 
Donoughmore, that there will be no 
opposition to the Second Reading of this 
Bill, although some Amendments may be 
moved at a later stage. At this late 
hour, therefore, unless further informa- 
tion is asked for, I will content myself 
merely with moving the Second Reading. 


Moved, “‘ That the Bill be now read 
2a.” —(Lord Denman.) 


*EarL oF DONOUGHMORE: I do 
not wish to offer any opposition, but 
should like to thank the noble Lord on 
behalf of the Government for the trouble 
he has taken in bringing this Bill forward. 
I may have to drawattention to a number 
of detailed points in Committee, but in no 
case will I do so in any spirit of hostility 
to the Bill, 


Un Question, Bill read 2° (according 
to order), and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Wednesday next. 


POLLING ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS) BILL. | 
[Szconp Reapinc.]} 
Order of the Day for the Second | 
Reading read. 


Viscount MIDLETON : This Bill and | 
the Polling Districts (County Councils) | 
Bill stand together, and I may say one | 
word with regard to both of them. It is | 
desirable that the polling districts for 
Parliamentary and county council elec- 
tions should be identical, but various | 
small anomalies have crept in which | 
these Bills would redress. In the case of 
the county council elections there is this 
anomaly—that by some mistake in the | 


divergence between the Parliamentary 
and the county council polling districts. 
Then as to the other measure. By the 
wording of the original Act, where the 
polling district is within one Petty 
Sessional Division the jurisdiction shall 
belong to the magistrate in Petty Ses- 
sions, whereas if a polling district happens 
to be in more than one Petty Sessional 
Division there is at once an appeal to 
another body. I am sure you will feel 
that in both Parliamentary and county 
council elections the jurisdiction should 
bethe same. Both these Bills have passeu 
your Lordships’ House on five previous 
occasions. 


Moved, that the Bill be now read 2*.— 
(Viscount Midleton.) 


Bill read 2* (according to order), and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 


POLLING DISTRICTS (COUNTY 
COUNCILS) BILL. 


Read 2* (according to order), and 
cummnitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House ou Monday next. 


POISONS ANU PHARMACY BILL [u.1.] 


Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed, and sent to the Commons. 


SUMMARY JURISDICTION (IRELAND) 
BILL. 


Amendment reported (according to 
order) ; a further Amendment made, and 
Bill to be read 3* ‘To-murrow. 


House adjourned at twenty minutes 
before Eight o’clock, +i! 
<o-morrow, half-past Ten 
o’clock, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, 22nd July, 1908. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Ammanford Urban District Council 


{COMMONS} 
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Tramways Orders Confirmation (No, 2) 
Bill [Lords].—Considered ; to be read 
the third time To-morrow. 


| Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
| Order (No. 4) Bill [Lords].—Ordered, 
'that Standing Orders 211 and 236 be 
suspended, and that the Committee 
| on unopposed Bills have leave to sit and 
proceed forthwith.—(The Deputy Chair- 
man.) 


Water Bill [Lords].—As amended, con- | 


sidered ; to be read the third time. 


Liverpool Corporation (Streets and | 
Buildings) Bill.—As amended, considered. | 


Ordered, that Standing Orders 223 and 
243 be suspended, andthat the Bill be now 
read the third time.—(Lhe Deputy Chair- 
man.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 


Crystal Palace Company Bill [Lords]. 
Read a second time and committed. 


Rhymney and Aber Valley Gas and 
Water Bill [Lords].—Ordered, that Stand- 
ing Orders 211 and 236 be suspended, 
and that the Committee of Selection 
have leave to appoint the Committee 
on the Bill to sit and proceed forthwith— 
(The Deputy Chairman.) 


Glectric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 3) Bill [Lords]; Falkirk and District 
Water Order Confirmation Bill [Lords].— 
Read the third time, and passed. without 
Amendment. 


Lanark Corporation (Extension of 
Boundaries, etc.) Order Confirmation 
Bill.—Read the third time, and passed. 


Glasgow and South Western Railway 
Order Confirmation Bill [Lords].—Con- 
sidered ; to be read the third time upon 
Friday. 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 1) Bill [Lords] ; 
Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill 
[Lords] ; 
Order (No, 3) Bill [Lords].—As amended, 


Pier and Harbour Provisional | 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
| Order (No. 4) Bill [Lords]. Ordered that 
it be an instruction to the Committee 
on the Local Government (Ireland) Pro- 
| visional Order (No, 4) Bill [Lords], to 
insert a clause for providing that the dis- 
trict council shall not from the system 
of sewerage referred to in the order permit 
any crude sewage to be discharged into 
the Bay of Dublin, except between the 
time of high water and five hours after 
high water, provided that in case of heavy 
rain or other emergency the storm water 
may be discharged at any period of the 
tide.—(Mr. Nannetti.) 


Keighley Corporation Bill [Lords]. 
Reported, with Amendments, from the 
Police and Sanitary Committee. Report 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


That they have agreed to :—Post 
Office Savings Bank Bill, without Amend- 
ment; Padiham Urban District Council 
Bill; Criccieth Water and Improve- 
ment Bill; South-West Suburban Water 
Bill, with Amendments. 


Amendment to Amendments to :— 
Finchley Urban District Council Bill, 
without Amendment. 


| Amendments to :—Pontypridd Water 
Bill [Lords]; Aire and Calder Navigation 
Bill [Lords]; Bognor Gas Light and 
Coke Company Bill [Lords]; South 
Wales Electrical Power Distribution Bill 
[Lords], without Amendment. 


Pier and | 


That they have passed a Bill intituled, 
** An Act to prohibit the importation of 
the Plumage and Skins of Wild Birds.” 


considered ; , to be read the third time | [Importation of Plumage Prohibition 


To-morrow. 


| Bill [Lords]. 
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And, also, a Bill, intituled, ‘‘ An Act 
to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Board of Education, under 
the Education Acts, 1870 to 1907, to 
enable the councils of the administrative 
counties of Cornwall, Merioneth, and 
the West Riding of Yorkshire and the 
county borough of Swansea, to put in 
force the Lands Clauses Acts.” [Educa- 
tion Board Provisional Orders Confirma- 
tion (Cornwall, ete.) Bill [Lords]. 


House of Lords (Manuscripts).—Tha 
they communicate Copy of the Manus” 
cripts of the House of Lords, Volume IV- 
(New Series), as desired by this House 
in their Message of yesterday. 


Education Board Provisional Orders 


Confirmation (Cornwall, etc.) Bill [Lords]. | 


-Read the first time. Referred to the 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, 
and to be printed. [Bill 338.] 


PETITIONS. 


ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (ENGLAND 
AND WALES) BILL. 


Petition from Droylsden, in favour ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


LICENSING BILL. 


Petitions in favour: From Bristol ; 
Ledbury; Peckham Rye; Sandbach 


Heeth; Sheffield (two); and Whellock ; | 


to lie upon the Table. 


POOR LAW AMENDMENT (SCOTLAND) 


BILL. 

Petitions in favour: From Eastwool, 
Garvock; Hamilton; Inch; Leith; 
Mearns; and New Cumnock; to lie 
upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
, TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 
4071 to 4073 [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


COLONIAL REPORTS (ANNUAL). 
Copy presented, of Colonial Report, 
No. 566 (Northern Territories of the 
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Gold Coast, Annual Report for 1907) [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


PUBLIC WORKS (IRELAND). 

Copy presented, of Seventy-sixth 
Annual Report of the Commissioners 
of Public Works in Ireland, with Appen- 
| dices, for the year ending 3lst March, 
1908 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 





} 
| LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT, 
1894 (PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 


| 

1907). 

| . 

| Return presented, relative thereto 
|fordered 26th August, 1907: Mr. Sin- 


| clair] ; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
| printed. [No. 247.] 
TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKS. 
Return ordered, ‘‘ for the year ending 
the 20th day of November, 1907: (1) 
From each Savings Bank in England 
jand Wales, Scotland, Ireland, and the 
| Channel Islands, containing, in columns, 
| the number of such banks; the number 
|of accounts remaining open; the total 
amount owing to depositors; the total 
| amount invested with the Commissioners 
| for the Reduction of the National Debt, 
}excluding the Surplus Fund; the 
| balance in the hands of the Treasurer; 
the total amount of the separate Surplus 
| Fund in the hands of the Commis- 
|sioners; the other assets, including the 
|estimsted value of the Bank premises, 
| furniture, etc.; the total assets; the 
rate of interest paid to depositors on 
the various amounts of deposit, and the 
average rate of interest on all accounts , 
the annual expenses of management, 
inclusive of all payments and salaries ; 
the rate per cent. per annum on the 
capital of the Bank for the expenses 
of management; the average .cost of 
each transaction; the total amount of 
Government Stock standing to the credit 
of depositors ; and the total number 
and amount of annuities in course of 
payment, including in such Return a 
summary of all such Savings Banks as, 
under the provisions of the Act 26 Vict. 
c. 14, or otherwise, have been closed 
and have transferred their funds, or 
any part thereof, to the Post Office 
Savings Bank, showing for England, 
Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, and the 
United Kingdom the number of such 


| 
| 
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Banks, the number and amount of | cise) Act, 1890, the Finance Act, 1894, 
depositors’ balances on the 20th day | and other Acts, as amended by the 


of November previous to date of notice 
to close; the number and amount of 


accounts so transferred, and the amount | 


of compensation, if any, made to all or 
any of the officers of such Banks; and 


showing in separate columns the par- | 
ticulars relating to such Savings Banks | 


as have been closed during the year ; 
and (2) showing the total number of 
depositors in Trustee Savings Banks 
the total number of deposits ; the total 
number of withdrawals; the average 
amount of each deposit account; the 
average sums paid in and drawn out; 
and the total number of persons who 
have deposited in single sums the entire 
amount allowed to be deposited during 
the year (in continuation of Parhamen- 
tary Paper, No. 270, of Session 1907).”’ 
—(Sir Frederick Banbury.) 


POOR RELIEF (ENGLAND AND WALES). 
Copy ordered, “of Statement of the 


Finance Act, 1907 (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 317, of Session 
1907).”,—(Mr. Masterman.) 


LONDON (EQUALISATION OF RATES) 

ACT, 1894 (ACCOUNTS UNDER SECTION 

1 (7) OF THE ACT). 

Return ordered, “ showing, according 
to the accounts for the twelve months 
preceding the 5lst day of March, 1908, 
furnished to the Local Government 
Board under Section | (7) of the London 
(Equalisation of Rates) Act, 1894 :—(1) 
The amounts paid during the year out 
of the Equalisation Fund under the 
Act to the Corporation of the City of 


London and each of the Councils of 
Metropolitan Boroughs to whom _ pay- 
ments out of that fund were made; 


(2) The amount of the expenses incurred 


amount expended by Boards of Guardians 
for Poor Relief during the half-year 


ended Ladyday, 1908; and _ similar 
Statement for the half-year ended 
Michaelmas, 1908 (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 309, of Session 
1907).”—(Mr. Masterman.) 


LOCAL TAXATION LICENCES, ETC., 
"1907-8, | 
Retur: ordered, ‘Sof the amount | 


during the year by each of these authori- 
ties: (a) Under the Public Health 
(London) Act, 1891 (including expenses 
of scavenging streets); (6) in respect 
of lighting ; and (c) in respect of streets 
(other than the expenses of scavenging) ; 


jand (3) the amount expended during 


the year by each such authority out of 
the sums received by them under the 


| Act (in continuation of Parliamentary 


| Paper, No. 318, of Session 1907).”— 


received during the year ended the 31st | 


day of March, 1908, in respect of each 
administrative county and county 


borough in England and Wales, for | 


Local Taxation Licence ' Duties, and 
penalties and forfeitures recovered in 
respect of such duties, and for other 
duties and payments which are directed 
to be dealt with in the same manner 
as the Local Taxation Licence Duties 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 298, of Session 1907).”—( Mr. Master- 
oan.) 


wNOCAL TAXATION ACCOUNT, 1907-8. 

Return ordered, “showing in respect 
of the financial year ended the 31st day 
of March, 1908, the distribution of the 
moneys paid into the Local Taxation 
Account in pursuance of the provisions 
of the Local Government Act, 1888, 
the Local Taxation (Customs and Ex- 


(Mr. Masterman.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Reduction in Hours of Spinners of 
American Cotton. 

Mr. GOULDING (Worcester): To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
if the 1084 hours reduction of time to be 
worked by spinners of American cotton 
in seven weeks will be shown in the 
monthly Unemployment Returns as 
issued by the Board of Trade ; and, if not, 
can he state what is the pei entage of 
lessened employment in the trades 
affected represented by the reduction in 
question, 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill). Neither 
short time nor overtime is taken into 
account in the monthly Returns as to the 
proportion of trade unionists unem- 
|ployed. The spinners of American 


SO eee ee ee, Sak 
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cotton directly affected by the arrange- 
ment with regard to the working of short 
time have had their ordinary weekly 
hours reduced by about 28 per cent. 
I am making inquiries as to the number 
of persons affected by the reduction. 


Pay of Saltcoats Postmen. 

Mr. COCHRANE (Ayrshire, N.): To 
ask the Postmaster-General if he will 
state what reduction has been made in 
the salary of postmen employed at the 
post office, Saltcoats, Avrshire, in conse- 
quence of the new gradation of wages 
according to the volume of work and the 
cost of living; and whether any such 
reduction will affect those at present in 
the postal service at Saltcoats or will 
only apply to new entrants. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
In accordance with the recommendations 
of the Committee the maximum of the 
scale of pay of the postmen at Saltcoats, 
who are in Class 4, is 23s. a week. Exist- 
ing officers are in no way affected. They 
will all go to their old maximum. The 
new scale applies to new entrants only. 


The Provincial Homes Investment 
Company. 

Mr. SCOTT (Ashton-under-Lyne) : To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
if his attention has been called to the 
judgment given by Judge Parry in the 
Manchester County Court on 16th Ju 
in reference to the action against the 
Provincial Homes Investment Company, 
Limited; and, if so, what action he 
proposes to take to put a stop to such 
companies. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) My 
attention has been called to the judgment 
given by Judge Parry in the Manchester 
County Court on 16th July in an action 
brought against the Provincial Homes 
Investment Company, Limited. The 
question of these house-purchase com- 
panies is at the present time engaging 
my attention, but the matter requires 
further consideration before I can tell 
my hon. friend what action I propose to 
take with regard to them. 


Fatal Accidents caused by Motor 
Omnibuses. 
Mr. B. 8S. STRAUS (Tower Hamlets, 
Mile End): To ask the Secretary of State 
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for the Home Department whether he is 
aware that two fatal motor-bus accidents 
have taken place in the Mile End Road 
since Friday; and whether he can 
instruct the police to avoid the continu- 
ance of this danger by more carefully 
controlling the motor-bus traffic. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone). 
A fatal accident occurred in the Mile End 
Road on the 17th instant, when, owing 
to the skidding of his bievcle, a man was 
thrown beneath the wheels of a motor 
omnibus. In this case the 
jury returned a verdict of accidental 
death and entirely exonerated the driver. 
On the 18th instant a man fell beneath 
the wheels of a motor omnibus in the 
Mile End Road and was killed. The 
coroner's inquest has yet to be held. 
The police are paying special attention 
to omnibus traffic in the East End, but 
I am advised that no police precautions 
could have averted these accidents. 


coroner’s 


Reduction of British Garrisons Overseas 

Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
E.R., Holderness) : To ask the Secretary 
of State for War what circumstances 
have occurred since Monday, 29th June, 
involving a substantial reduction of 
British garrisons overseas to the extent 
of four battalions of infantry and one 
regiment of cavalry. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane). 
The hon. Member’s Question is not 
understood. The decision to reduce the 
South African garrison by one regiment 
of cavalry and four battalions of infantry 
was fully explained in the Memorandum 
on Army Estimates presented to the 
House in February. 


Chinese Labourers Repatriated. 

Str W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, W.) : 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies what is the total number 
of Chinese indentured labourers repatri- 
ated from the Transvaal up to 30th June 
of this vear; and what is estimated to 
be the number that will remain after 
30th June, 1909. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely). The 
number repatriated up to 30th June of 
this vear must be about 40,000, and 
under the repatriation arrangements 


C 
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about 5,000 may be expected to remain 
for repatriation about 30th June, 1909, 


but it is not possible to give exact figures | 


without consulting the Transvaal .Gov- 
ernment. 


East African Protectorate Rules. 

Sir C. HILL (Shrewsbury): To ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the rules printed on 
page 28 of the recent correspondence 
relating to affairs in the East African 
Protectorate [Cd. 4122] are the rules 
referred to on page 1 of that Paper. : 
and, if not, whether a copy of those 
rules can be placed in the Library of the 


House. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) The rules 
printed on page 28 of Cd. 4122 are the 
rules referred to on page 1 of that Paper. 


African Protectorate—Ordinances. 

Str C. HILL: To ask the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether a copy of 
the complete Ordinances relating to the 
East Africa, Uganda, Nvasaland, and 
Somaliland Protectorates up to 30th 
June, 1908, can be placed in the Library 
of the House. 


~ (Answered by Colonel Seely.) 1 will 
inquire, and, if (as I gather from the hon. 
Member’s Question) the sets now in the 
Library of the House are incomplete, I 
will have them completed. 


Recruiting of Native Labour for East 
African Protectorate. 

Viscount HELMSLEY (Yorkshire, 
N.R.. Thirsk) : To ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies if he will state 
on what grounds the Report of the Board 
appointed on 24th March to consider 
the terms under which labour should be 
recruited by the Government and to 
inquire into the conditions of the labour 
supply, has not been published with the 
other correspondence relating to affairs 
in the East African Protectorate ; and 
whether he will present the Paper to 
Parliament as soon as possible, seeing 
that it has a direct bearing on the Papers 


already presented. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) The Re- 
port in question was not included in the 
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made by the Transvaal Government, | 
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Papers recently presented to Parliament 
because it was only received on 12th 
June, and, as stated in the last paragraph 
of Lord Crewe’s despatch of that date, 
his Lordship wished to take time to con- 


sider the questions connected with the 


mplovment of native labourers. It will 

be included among other Papers which 
will be presented to Parliament as soon as 
possible. 


Government Audit Work. 
Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): 


To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
why the authorities of the Exchequer 
and Audit Department refuse to state 
whether the nominated members of the 
old Colonial Audit Branch of the Ex- 
chequer and Audit Department had to 
undergo any educational test before 
being admitted to the branch. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether, seeing that the 
present system of auditing the Irish 
Public Accounts in London causes dupli- 
cation of work and waste of public 
money, and that Ireland loses £10,000 per 
annum by having this Irish work done 
in London, he will further consider 
the advisability of having this Irish work 
done in Ireland. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether, with reference to 
amalgamation of the old 
Colonial Audit Branch with the main 
establishment of the Exchequer and 
Audit Department, he will say if up to 
that time there was any case in which 
three men or more were simultaneously 
sranted certificates under Clause VII. of 
the Order in Council of 4th June, 1870 
the effect of which was to introduce them 
into a department on a_ permanent 
footing, but with higher emoluments than 
existing officials of the same rank and 


the recent 


service who were emploved on the same 
duties, and who entered the Civil Service 
by open competition. 


* Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) I have 
nothing to add to the replies which have 
been given to the hon. Member on these 
three Questions. 
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Compulsory Retirement of Miss Bradley 
from the Post Office. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Postmaster- 
Jeneral whether the compulsory retire- 
ment of Miss Bradley some months ago 
was persisted in because of the recom- 
mendation of a Post Office female medical 
officer of minor qualifications, notwith- 
standing the certificate of a specialist, 


Sir William Gowers, to the effect that | 


Miss Bradley’s ailment was amenable 
to treatment and that she would probably 
become quite well again by carrying out 
his prescription ; 
pressed for an independent medical 
examination by a doctor to be nominated 
by the Post Office ; and, if so, why her 
request was not acceded to; and, seeing 
that Miss Bradley’s sick leave during the 
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whether Miss Bradley | 


last five vears was not abnormal and that | 


she is now quite well again, will he take 


steps to reinstate her in her former 


employment, as is usually done in the | 


case of male Civil servants similarly 
situated, 


e 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
I have nothing to add to the information 
which I gave to my hon. friend by letter 
upon this subject in April last. I must 
express my great regret that a deprecia- 
tory opinion should be expressed in this 
public manner of a lady medical officer 
whose high medical skill and attainments 
are no less obvious to those who know 
her than her natural kindliness to those 
members of the staff who become her 
patients. 


Illegal Trawling in Scotch Waters. 
Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 


ask the Secretary for Scotland, in view of 
the fact that the last teport of the 
Fishery Board for Scotland shows that 
last year twenty-six cases of illegal 
trawling off the coast of Scotland were 
detected by fishermen, will he state the 
name of each vessel thus detected, the 
waters in which she was engaged, and the 
result of the prosecution in each case. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) I may 
refer my hon. friend for detailed informa- 
tion as to the cases of illegal trawling 
detected by fishermen to Appendix L.., | 
No. 11, pp. 221-36 of the Board’s Report. | 


| April last. 
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Disorderly Seamen on Steamer “ Clam.” 

Mr. HAVELOCK WILSON (Middles- 
brough): To ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether his attention 
has been called to the alleged insubordina- 
tion of certain Chinese seamen on board 
of the British steamer “ Clam” at the 
port of South Shields on 8th July, when 
three Chinese firemen of this vessel were 
charged with assaulting the serang ; 
whether he is aware that 


on a previous 
vovage sixteen 


Chinese seamen were 
sent to prison from this same steamer ; 
and whether he will order inquiries to be 
made as to the causes of the frequent 
outbreaks on this vessel. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) My atten- 


| tion has been called to the prosecution 


and conviction at South Shields of three 
Chinese firemen belonging to the ss. 
**Clam ” for assaulting the serang, and I 
am also informed that seventeen China- 
men who were members of the crew of 
this steamship were sentenced to one 
month’s imprisonment at Dartmouth in 
I understand from the owners 
that previously to these two cases no 
trouble was experienced with the crew 
of the vessel. I am not advised that an 
investigation is necessary upon the facts 
before me. , 


Expenditure on Tobacco per Head in 
England and Germany. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.): To ask the President of 
the Board of Trade what is the annual 
average expenditure on tobacco among 
the working classes of London and Berlin 
earning various weekly incomes. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) I regret 
that Iam unable to give the hon. Member 
the information he desires. 


Tube Railways—Fire Precautions. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the President of 
the Board of Trade, in view of the risk 
of suffocation of passengers in the tube 
railways of London should the wooden 
sleepers by any accident become ignited, 
will he communicate with the 
companies on the subject. 


various 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The 

Trade propose to await the 

Report of the inquiry of Colonel Yorke 

and Mr. Trotter into the recent fire on 
C 2 
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the City and South London Railway 
before considering what action, if any, 
is necessary with regard to this and 
kindred matters. 


Questions. 


Census of Production Act Returns. 

Mr. W. BENN (Tower Hamlets, St. 
George’s): To ask the Secretary to 
the Board of Trade whether, in view 
of the complicated nature of some of 
the questions issued to manufacturers 
under the Census of Production Act, 
and the practical impossibility of answer- 
ing them correctly, any modifications 
in the forms issued under that Act are 
possible. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The 
general form of the questions issued to 
manufacturers is, to some extent, deter- 
mined by the provisions of the Act itself. 
The forms for particular trades have 
been in every case prepared after con- 
sultation either with special advisory 
committees or with important firms 
engaged in the trade. Where, however, 
any difficulty arises my Department 
will always be prepared to consider 
the special circumstances of the case. 
I shall be glad to afford my hon. friend 
any further information and assistance 
in my power if he will call at the Board 
of Trade. 


The Imprisoned Suffragists. 

Mr. HORNIMAN (Chelsea): To ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether, in view of the 
fact that Miss Florence Haig and Miss 
Joachim were sentenced on Ist July 
last for an offence committed for political 
reasons, he will advise their transfer 
from the second to the first division 
for the remainder of their term of three 
months imprisonment; and whether 
his attention has been called to the legal 
decision of 1891, quoted in Pitt Cobbett’s 
‘** Leading Cases on International Law,”’ 
page 36. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I see no sufficient reason for interference 
on behalf of these ladies, who can bring 
their terms of imprisonment to an end 
at any moment, and, as I have already 
said, I think it would be unconstitutional 
for me to advise the use of the Royal 
prerogative for this purpose. 
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sion quoted by the hon. Member related 
to offences “of a political character” 
within the meaning of the Extradition 
Act of 1870, and has no bearing upon 
the prison treatment of persons sentenced 
in respect of offences committed in this 
country. 


Sale of Estate of Sir Arthur Wallace. 


Mr. C. MACVEIGH (Donegal, E.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- 
tion has been called to the fact that 
the tenants on the estate of Sir Arthur 
Wallace, situated at Drumbologue, East 
Donegal, signed purchase agreemeits 
in March last and lodged them with 
the Estates Commissioners; whether 
he is aware that they and their landlord 
now desire that the sale of the Drum- 
bologue and Ramelton portion of the 
estate should be treated as one trans- 
action, the title being the same and all 
the proofs furnished in the Ramelton 
part, the sale of which is about to be 
completed, apply to both; and whether 
seeing that the Drumbologue tenants 
live in a poor congested district and 
the saving of expense to them and the 
advantage thev will have in the immeciate 
reduction of their annual payments, he 
will direct the Commissioners to deal 
with the two portions of the estate as 
one. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 1 refer 
to my Answer to the hon. Member's 
previous Question of 13th July. The 
Estates Commissioners cannot, in fairness 
to other vendors and purchasers, deal 
with the agreements referred to in the 
first part of the Question out of the 
proper order of priority. 


Grant for Mrs. Sheehy of Raheen. 


Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY § (Limerick, 
'W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to 


'the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he 
can say whether Mrs. Margaret Sheehy, 
‘of Raheen, Croagh, in the county of 
| Limerick, evicted tenant, has yet ob- 
|tained a grant from the Estates Com- 
| missioners to help her to work the evicted 
| farm in which she has been reinstated. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
Estates Commissioners have decided not 
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to make any grant in this case, as they 
are of opinion that Mrs. Sheehy already 
possesses sufficient live stock. 


Grant for James Reardon of Rathkeale. 


{22 JuLy 1908} 





Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he can say whether | 
James Reardon, of Blossom Hill, Rath- | 
keale, in the county of Limerick, has 
yet got a grant to help him to work the 
holding in which he has been reinstated. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) This 
case is in the hands of the Estates Com- 
missioners’ inspector, and until they 
have received his Report they cannot 
say whether or not they will make any 
grant in the case, 


Evicted Tenants—Cases of 

Mrs. O'Shaughnessy and Mrs. Hayes. 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he can say whether 
the Estates Commissioners have taken 
any action recently to have Mrs. 
(Shaughnessy and Mrs. Hayes, both 
of Aughanish Island, in the county of 


Limerick, evicted tenants on the property | ny 1 
| they may acquire in the locality. 


of Lane Joynt, reinstated; and if he 


can say what objections they have to} 
Tenants Act into) 


put the Evicted 
operation in these cases, seeing that the 
land is in the landlord’s hands. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) As the 
hon. Member has already been informed, 
the Estates Commissioners’ offer for the 
two evicted farms in this case was re- | 
fused. The owner, however, has now, | 
at the Commissioners’ request, instituted 
formal proceedings for the sale of the 
entire estate to them, and, if they acquire | 
the property, they will deal with the | 
question of reinstating the evicted tenants 
named, 


Reinstatement of Mrs. Mary Eagan. 


Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork | 
To ask the Chief Secre- | 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland | 
| Lyme) : 


County, N.E.): 


if he will explain the cause of delay in 
the reinstatement of Mrs. Mary Eagan, 
in her former holding at Caherduggan, 
on the Nason estate, County Cork, seeing 
that the landlord has accepted the offer 
of purchase made by the Estates Com- 
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missioners ; and when do the Commis- 
sioners expect to be in a position to com- 
plete the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 1 refer to 
my Answer to the hon. Member’s previous 
Question of llth February. The owner 
has since instituted proceedings for the 
sale to the Estates Commissioners of the 
evicted farms in question, and as soon as 
the Commissioners receive possession 
the evicted tenants will be restored. 


Case of Daniel Dorgan. 
Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 


| tenant of Ireland if he will state whether 
the Estates Commissioners 


have had 
the case of Daniel Dorgan, an evicted 
tenant on the Madden estate, Mallow, 
County Cork, under their consideration ; 
and if his reinstatement has been decided 
upon. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners have inquired into 
the application of the evicted tenant in 
this case, and have decided to take it into 
consideration in connection with the 
allotment of any untenanted land which 


Territorial Army Quartermaster 
ergeants. 


Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barnstaple): 


' To ask the Secretary of State for War 


whether the recent order with regard 
to quartermaster-sergeants who have 
joined the Territorial Army has yet been 
reconsidered ; and whether those men 
are to be allowed to retain the rank they 
formerly enjoyed in the Volunteers. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
This question is still under consideration, 
but will, I hope, be settled very shortly. 


| 
| QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Admiralty China and Earthenware 
Contracts. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newcastle-under- 
I beg to ask the First Lord of 
the Admiralty if he will give the number 
of the manufacturers on the Admiralty 
list for the supply of china and earthen- 
ware; are the tenders for these goods 
called for annually, and, if so, when, or 
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are they ordered for each warship on 


fitting out ; what firms on the list were | 


asked to tender for the last yearly pur- 
chase or the last first class battleship com- 
pleted; which of these firms actually 
tendered; had one particular manu- 
facturer’s sample moulds to be worked 
to; and is there any reason to believe 
that the special sample used restricted 
competition. 


THe FIRST LORD or tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. McKenna, Monmouthshire, 
N.): There are about fifteen or sixteen 
firms who quote for the bulk of the 
articles of this nature. The articles of 
china and earthenware in the naval 
service differ considerably in quality 
for various services, and are divided 
into four groups. The contracts for 
three of the groups are made as a rule 
once in four or five years. For the 
fourth group, the contract is made 
annually, as the requirements are large. 
For three of the groups, all the firms on 
the list were asked to tender. For one 
of the groups of special quality, only 
five firms were invited to tender. Gener- 
ally speaking, the usual large proportion 
of firms have responded to the invita- 
tions to tender. One of the five firms 
stated that thev were unable to quote 
to Admiralty patterns. Otherwise, no 
suggestion of restriction of competition 
has been made. The Admiralty ex- 
hibits patterns, but firms make their 
own moulds to correspond therewith. 
One of the reasons for making contracts 
over a period of vears is to enable firms 
to recoup themselves for any outlay on 
moulds. The patterns of one firm may 
be as good as those of another, but 
uniformity of pattern in this instance 
is necessary for the naval service to 
prevent odd sizes and descriptions of 
officers’ table-ware in use. Replace- 
ments have to be made over the world, 
and the keeping of separate stocks of 
various patterns is not economical or 
convenient in the circumstances stated. 
There should be no difficulty in making 
the Admiralty pattern. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
8.): Is the right hon. Gentleman aware 
that Nelson was very fond of porcelain and 
had a special penchant for Wedgwood ? 
f< [No Answer was returned.] 
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Naval Officers and Company 
Directorships. 

Mr. H. C. LEA (St. Pancras, E.): I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 
whether he can give the House an 
assurance that the King’s Regulations 
will be altered so as to forbid any officer 
or man in the British Navy engaging in 
business. 

Mr. McCKENNA: No, Sir. 

Mr. H. ©. LEA: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that at Somerset House 
the registered address of the Chairman of 
the firm of J. H. Andrew & Co. (Ltd.) is 
given as ‘ H.M. Battleship King Edward 
VIT., the Channel Fleet ” ? 


Mr. McKENNA: Mv hon. friend 
asked me that Question the other day, 
and I think I have replied to it. 


Mr. H. ©. LEA: Is the House to 
assume that the Board of Admiralty con- 
sider it is conducive to the best interests 
of the taxpayers of the country that 
nava! officers should engage in business ? 


Mr. McKENNA: My hon. friend 
asked me whether I proposed to make 
any change in the King’s Regulations so 
as to forbid any officer or man in the 
British Navy engaging in business. The 
Board of Admiralty do not propose to 
make any change. 


Mr. H. C. LEA: Are we to assume 
that the Board of Admiraltv consider it 
conducive to the best interests of the 
Navy that officers on full pay should 
engage in business ? 


Mr. McKENNA: The hon. Gentle- 
man’s Question was as to any officer or 
man. That Question I have answered. 


Mr. H. ©. LEA: I will alter my 
Question to make it refer to any officer 
on full pay. 


Mr. McKENNA: When my _ hon. 
friend has altered his Question, I may 
give him an altered Answer. 


Cadet Examination Papers. 
Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.): I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 
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whether his attention has been called to 
the unsuitable character of some of the 
papers set for boys under thirteen years 
of age who are nominated for cadetships 
at Osborne ; and what steps he proposes 
to take in the matter. 


Mr. McKENNA: The papers set to 
the boys selected for the qualifying 
examination for entry to Osborne are 
prepared by the Oxford and Cambridge 
Examinations Board. 
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In the opinion | 
of the Admiralty, there is nothing to | 


warrant the suggestion that they are of | 


an unsuitable character. 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.) asked if one 
question put to a boy was not to de- 
scribe the character and appearance ot 
the lady who would make the best wife 
for a man. 


Mr. McKENNA was understood to 
reply that that was not a question set for 
boys nominated for cadetships. It was 
a question set for an essay as to what 
would be the proper line of conduct at an 
interview. 


Woolwich Common. 
Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): I beg 


to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether the War Office intend to enclose 
for their exclusive use about twenty 
acres of Woolwich Common, which is 
in the parish of Charlton, in addition 
to the two acres which he proposes to 
take for the Royal Army Medical Corps 
officers’ quarters. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. Hatpane, Haddington): It 
is intended to fence in a piece of land 
adjoining the Royal Military Academy 
and containing about eighteen acres. 
This land is required for the training 
of the increased number of cadets at 
the Royal Military Academy and for 
affording the necessary facilities for the 
drill and recreation of the Cadets. 


Mr. CROOKS: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware of the extreme local 
feeling there is about this, and is it not 
likely to lead to a breach‘of the law if 
it is put into operation ? 
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Mr. HALDANE: I do not think 
so. The land was purchased by the 
War Office, and we have always done 
our utmost to make ourselves agreeable 
to the public. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil): 
Is not this common land? Have the 
rights of the commoners been considered ? 


Mr. HALDANE: The commoners 
have no rights at all. All that was very 
carefully considered when we bought 
the land. 


Mr. CROOKS: Is the right hon. 


| Gentleman prepared to receive a depu- 


tation of the borough council, seeing 
that there are rights of which the War 
Office does not appear to be aware ? 


Mr. HALDANE: If the borough 
council will come provided with tunds 
to make good to the War Office any loss 
they may sustain, I am always prepared 
to consider a good pecuniary bargain. 


Mr. CROOKS: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the public have 
had undisputed rights over this land for 
104 years ? 


Mr. HALDANE: I am advised that 
the War Office has a perfect title to the 
land. 


Shoeburyness Ranges. 
Mr. WEDGWOOD : I beg to ask the 


Secretary of State for War what pur- 
chase price was paid for 1,760 acres of 
foreshore at Shoeburyness, purchased 
in 1906 ; what was this foreshore assessed 
at for rating purposes before the pur- 
chase; who was the owner of the land ; 
and who at the War Office was responsi- 
ble for concluding the bargain at this 
price. 


I beg also to ask the Secretary of 
State for War what the annual cost to 
this country is in respect of the supply 
of water to the barracks at Standerton ; 
how long this charge is to continue; 
will it continue if there are no troops 
there; who is responsible for making 
this contract ; and what notice has been 
taken of his action. 
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Mr. HALDANE: I must refer my 
hon. friend to the evidence taken before 
the Public Accounts Committee which 
will shortly be in the hands of hon. 
Members, and as regards Question 64 
also to the evidence taken before the 
Public Accounts Committee in 1907. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD: May I ash 
whether the names of the persons from 
whom this land was bought appears 
in the evidence ? Is the action of the 
War Office on this scandal as reported 
in the evidence defended ? 


Mr. HALDANE: If the hon. Gentle- 
man had heard my Answer two days ago, 
he would have known that this occurred 
before I came into office. But I have 
looked into the matter and I find that the 
action taken was most reasonable, and it 
resulted in a saving of many thousands 
of pounds to the War Office, as not a 
shadow of a title could be set out for 
the Woods and Forests Department. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD : But the property 
was purchased not from the Woods and 
Forests Department but from a private 
owner. 


Mr. HALDANE: Yes, and as far as 
I can see the private owner had a perfect 
right which the Woods and Forests 
Department refused to contest. We 
were advised that if it had been con- 
tested we should have been landed into 
an expensive law suit and probably have 
been defeated. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD: The right hon. 
Gentleman has not stated what the 
foreshore was assessed at for rating 
purposes before the purchase @ 


Mr. HALDANE: I daresay it was 
something very small, but then what 
use can be made of land of that kind ? 
We, however, had to get more land for 
artillery practice, and it was well worth 
our while paying the comparatively small 
sum that was asked for it. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD: I—- 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It 


is now a quarter to four. 


{COMMONS} 
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Government Purchases and Indian 
Industries. 
*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of 


State for India whether any, and, if so, 


what, results proceeded from the appoint- 


/ ment of a committee by the Government 


of India in 1906 to ascertain by local 
inquiry in what manner greater en- 
couragement might be given to Indian 
industries in the purchase of Government 


' stores. 


THEUNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
ror INDIA (Mr. BucHAaNAN, Perthshire, 
E.): The question is at present under 
consideration by the Secretary of State. 


Jasdan and Limbdi States. 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether 
he can give the House any information 
regarding the succession to the Limbdi 
and Jasdan State and estate in Kathiwar, 


the action in regard to which of the 
Government of India has given rise 


to complaint on the part of claimants. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: As regards the 
Jasdan succession [ have nothing to 
add to the very full Answer I gave on 
the subject on the 8th instant. As 
regards the Limbdi succession, the late 
Thakore died, leaving no heir, either 
direct or adopted. In these circum- 
stances the Government of India, on 
a full consideration of the claims of all 
the candidates to the Gadi, have selected 
Dolat Sinji to succeed. It is open to 
anv of the claimants to memorialise the 
Secretary of State against the decision 
in accordance with the rules governing 
petitions in such matters. Any memorial 
that may be will, of course, 
receive the fullest consideration. 


recej ved 


*Mr. REES: 


Has none been received 2 


Mr. BUCHANAN : I believe not. 
Kankinara Bomb Outrage. 
*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether 
the India Office has any fresh informa- 


tion concerning the three Europeans 
who were the victims of the recent 
bomb outrage at Kankinara; and 


whether the perpetrator has been arrested. 
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gl Questions, 
Mr. BUCHANAN: The Secretary of 
State has received no further official | 
information since 30th June, when I 
answered a question on this subject. 


Trinidad Dock and Engineering 
Company. 

Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of | 
State for the Colonies if he is yet in 
a position to report as to the proceedings 
re the appointment of a Government 
director in connection with the Trinidad | 
Dock and Engineering Company, Limited, | 
at a salary of £250 per annum; and, 
if so, can he state what action the Govern- | 
ment intend to take with a view to 
complying with the wishes of the Finance | 
Committee and the petition signed by 
about 6,000 residents of Port-of-Spain 
against the said appointment. 


THe UNDER-SECRETARY — or 
STATE For tHE COLONIES (Colonel 
SeeLy, Liverpool, Abercromby): The 
Secretary of State is addressing a despatch 
to the officer administering the Govern- 
ment of Trinidad on the subject of the 
representations of the unofficial members 
of the legislative council with regard 
to the appointment referred to. Until 
the despatch has reached the colony, 
and been published there he would 
prefer not to anticipate it by any state- 
ment in this House. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL : 


despatch sent ? 


When was the 


CoLonEL SEELY: It will very soon 
reach the colony where, of course, it 
will have to be considered. 


Dinizulu’s Salary. 

Mr RAMSAY MACDONALD (Lei- 
cester) : I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether any 
agreement has now been reached between 
His Majesty s Government and the Natal 
Ministry regarding the payment of Dini- 
zulu’s salary. 


CoLONEL SEELY: No, Sir. I regret 
that no agreement has so far been arrived 
at. I made the position of His Majesty s 
Government clear in answer to a Question 
vesterday, and correspondence will very 
shortly be laid. 
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Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD: May 
we assume that, agreement or no agree- 
ment, Dinizulu will get his salary ? 


CotoneL SEELY: Yes, Sir; the 
view of the Government is that one 
side or the other is honourably bound 
to pay th's money, and, in view of the 
poverty of the prisoner, His Majesty s 
rovernment have decided to pay the 
money forthwith. The question of the 
allocation of the sum has yet to be 


decided. 


Liquor Traffic in Southern Nigeria. 

Sirk JOHN KENNAWAY (Devon- 
shire, Honiton) : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what 
steps the Government are taking as to 


| the inquiry into the liquor traffic in 
| Southern 


Nigeria, suggested by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies to 
the deputation from the Native Races 
Committee on 7th July. 


CoLonEL SEELY: The Secretary of 
State is in communication with the 
Committee as to the inquiry, and in a 
letter, dated the 18th instant, has in- 
vited their suggestions as to the manner 
in which it should be carried out. 


Mr. BELLOC (Salford, 8.) : Will any 
attempt be made to discover and publish 
the names of those who profit by this 
trade ? 


CoLoNEL SEELY asked for notice of 


' the Question. 


Federated Malay States—Revenue 
Statistics. 

Mr. LAIDLAW (Renfrewshire, E.): I 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies what was the revenue 
during the last financial year for which 
the Colonial Office had Reports from land, 
tin mines, gambling farms, and opium, 
respectively, in each of the Federated 
Malay States. 


CoLoNEL SEELY: The latest figures 
available are those for 1906. They 
are :—Land : Perak, $467,268 ; Selangor, 
$324,910.56 ; Negri Sembilan, $168,250 ; 
Pahang, $78,330. Tin : Perak, $5,433,709 ; 
Selangor, $3,357,033; Negri Sembilan, 
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$969,193; Pahang, $276,672. Opium: 
Perak, $1,538,089 ; Selangor, $944,516 ; 
Negri Sembilan, $372,282. I cannot 
specify the opium revenue in Pahang 
as the opium farm is let in conjunction 
with other farms. For the same reason, 
as I am explaining in answer to my 
hon. friend’s other Questions. I cannot 
give the amount of the revenue derived 
from gaming in any of the States. 


Mr. LAIDLAW: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
if the Federated Malay States have no 
public debt, have large accumulated 
reserve funds, and have sufficient revenue 
from other sources than gaming licences 
to meet current expenditure. 


CoLonEL SEELY : 


information is correct. 


My hon. friend’s 


Children in Gaming and Opium Dens. 

Mr. LAIDLAW: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
if he is aware that children of the age 
of from eleven to sixteen years frequent 
the gaming and opium-dens in Kuala 
Lumpur and Ipoh; and if he will take 
steps to have the regulations against 
the admission of children more rigorously 
carried out. | 


CoLtonEL SEELY: I have no reason 
to suppose that the regulations are 
being infringed; but if my hon. friend 
will supply me with any evidence to show 
that this is the case, inquiries will be 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 84 


right hon. friend the President of the 
Board of Trade on 3rd December, 1906. 
While desirous of ultimately putting an 
end to the system, the Secretary of State 
agrees with his predecessor that preci- 
pitate action would do more harm than 


good, 


Mr. LAIDLAW: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
what curtailment has been made in the 
area in which gambling licences are issued 
in the Federated Malay States, in accord- 
ance with the statement made by the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
in the House last year; and to what 
extent has the revenue been effected. 


CotonEL SEELY: In so far as Perak 
and Pahang are concerned, my informa- 
tion extends only to the end of last year. 
Up to that time no action was possible 
as the term of the existing farms had not 
expired. In Selangor the Prohibition of 
Gaming Enactment was put into force 
from Ist January last throughout the 
State, except in some of the larger towns 
and villages. In the Negri Sembilan the 
Enactment was put into force in the 
Coast and Tampin districts on Ist 
January, 1907, the result being a decrease 


| of 35 per cent. in the public gaming-houses 


in the State. I am unable to state the 
effect on the Revenue as the gaming farms 
are not let separately but in conjunction 
with other farms. 





addressed to the High Commissioner. 


Suppression of Licensed Gambling in the | 
Malay States. 

Mr. LAIDLAW: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
if, in view of the desire amongst the | 
better-class Chinese, and the ruin caused | 
to numbers of their poorer fellow-country- | 
men, he will consider the question of | 


Perak and Selangor Gambling Farms. 
Mr. LAIDLAW: I beg to ask the 


Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
what rent per month was obtained for 
the gambling farm in the State of Perak 
for the three years term ending 1906, 
and for the restricted area for the three 
years term ending 1909. 


I beg also to ask the Under-Secretary 


refusing to sanction the continuance | of State for the Colonies what rent per 
of the licensed gambling system after| month was obtained for the gambling 


the present leases expire. 
® 


CotoneL SEELY: 
my hon. friend’s Question to refer to 
the system in force in the Federated 
Malay States. I do not think that I 
can usefully add anything to the full 
statement made in this House by my 


farm in the State of Selangor for the two 
years term ending 1907, and for the 


I understand | more restricted area for the term ending 


1909. 


CoLtonEL SEELY: I regret that I am 
unable to give figures in reply to these 
Questions, as the gaming farms are 
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leased in conjunction with other farms { fication ; whether the total Indian popu- 
and not by themselves. lation in this vast territory is about 
i '400; and whether he will recommend 
Imports of Spirits into Southern Nigeria. | to the Rhodesian Government the in- 
Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, | advisability of such differential legisla- 
Appleby): I beg to ask the Under- | #0”- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies| | 7 2 
whether he can state what percentage of | | COLONEL SEELY: The Secretary of 
the value of the total imports into | State is well aware of the objections 
Southern Nigeria during each of the years | which may be urged against the Bill, 
1900-1906 is represented by imports of | and he is in communication with the 
spirits. | High Commissioner, who has been in- 
structed not to assent pending further 
CotoneL SEELY: It has not been | CO"Sideration, and the Bill is not, there- 
possible to make the calculations asked | fore, in operation. 
for by my hon. friend within the time 


available. British Indians in the Transvaal. 


British Indians in Natal. Dr. RUTHERFORD (Middlesex, 


Brentford): I beg to ask the Under- 
ct ~ . 7 ‘ . er] ae 
Siz W ee Secretary of State for the Colonies 

¢ to ask 2 -See ¢ , { . ‘ 
I beg to a k the Under-Secretary of State whether the Government of the Transvaal 
for the Colonies whether he has any have passed a new Gold Law; whether 

. e € v] as « a Ps 
further information - the progress | his attention has been drawn to Sections 
of the two Natal. Bills, one of which 127 and 128 thereof, which deprive 
ae! —_— age resident British- | .oloured persons of their right to acquire 
ndians of the right vo acquire new mining rights and to reside or trade 
trading licences, and the other of which within the areas of Johannesburg, Boks- 
proposes to dispossess established traders | pure and Krugersdorp save in locations 
of their business licences within the specially net apart ; wheth r the term 
° S Ale se ape 9 v4 B e 

“xt ten vears: anc rhe e DW i : *4° : 
— i} “ng 7 i = ther 7 — coloured person includes British-Indians 
reassure this House and o dian , re 

_— “hie ne our Nea | lawfully resident within the Colony ; 
fellow-subjects, who are anxiously watch- alsin. ani provision is made for 
ing these proceedings, by an expression compensation of such  British-Indian 
of his intention to recommend the dis- salieiietiaa aanailh eit: abies hi ila 
allowance of the said measures should deprived of their aulatiais rights: and 
they be submitted for Imperial sanction. eathies ba wilh enc Olan represen- 
tations to the Government of the Trans- 
vaal with a view to the elimination or 
modification of the disabilities above 
referred to. 


CotoneL SEELY: As I stated in 
reply to a Question yesterday with regard 
to one of these Bills, the Secretary of 
State is in communication with the 
Natal Government. I would add that CoLtoneL SEELY : 
his representations cover the other Bill 
also, but Iam not at present in a position 
to make a further statement. 


The attention of 
the Secretarv of State was drawn some 
time ago to the Bill, and more particularly 
to the clauses referred to, and he is already 
in communication with the Transvaal 
British Indians in Southern Rhodesia. Government on the subject. Pending a 
Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northumber- | teply from the Colonial Government 
land, Tyneside) : I beg to ask the Under- | Whose attention has again been called to 
Secretarv of State for the Colonies the question I am not in a position to 
whether his attention has been drawn ™ake a statement as to the effect of the 
to the passing of the Asiatic Registration Bill. 
Ordinance of Southern Rhodesia, where- | ie ; , 
under respectable British-Indian traders | Dinizulu’s Trial. 
and others over eight years of age are| *Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 
as a class to be compelled to take out | bury): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
certificates of registration for their identi- | of State for the Colonies whether it is 
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now seven months since Dinizulu was 
subjected to a secret examination for 
offences which have never been specifi- 
cally made known to him; whether he 
has been kept in prison during the whole 
time and bail refused to him; whether 
already more than 100 witnesses have 
been called against him; and whether 
in view of the fact that he is a British 
subject towards whom the Imperial 
Government has contracted special ob- 
ligations, the Secretary of State will 
represent to the Natal Government the 
desirability of either putting him upon 
his trial or setting him at liberty. 


CotoneL SEELY: The facts with 
regard to this examination as far as they 


are known to His Majesty’s Govern- | 
ment and their views on them have been | 
fully published, and I need hardly repeat | 
that they greatly regret the protraction | 


of the proceedings. It is, however, only 
right to remember that the circumstances 
and position of the prisoner necessarily 
put special difficulties in the way of the 
production of native evidence. I have 
every reason to hope that the prolonged 
examination is now coming to a close. 


*Mr. MACKARNESS : Is it the view 
of the Natal Government, although they 
have examined 100 witnesses, that they 
have not vet sufficient evidence to frame 
an indictment / 


CoLONEL SEELY : I cannot state what 
the view of the Natal Government is. 


Mr. FLYNN: Has a single witness 


vet been called for the defence ? 


CoLonEL SEELY: No, Sir. 
rangement is that all the witnesses for the 
prosecution are called first at the pre- 
liminary inquiry, and no witnesses for the 
defence are called until the prosecution 
is closed. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: How many 
of the 100 witnesses called for the pro- 
secution have been flogged into giving 
evidence against Dinizulu ? 


CoLONEL SEELY: I think there is 


no evidence that any of these 100 wit- | 


nesses have been subjected to pressure 
of that kind. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 8& 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Has the 


hon. Gentleman seen the statement of 
Miss Colenso ? 


CoLONEL SEELY : Yes, I have seen the 
statement, and I have given the answer 
that I have given. 


Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): Can 
the hon. Gentleman say whether the 


charge has been formulated yet ? 


CoLoneL SEELY : I regret to say that 





The ar- | 


the charges are not definite, but that is 
due to the law under which the prosecu- 
tion is undertaken. It is only fair to the 
Natal Government to say that this law 
was handed on to them by us when we 
| gave them self-government. 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.): Has the 
prisoner had opportunities of obtaining 
|evidence for his defence ? 


COLONEL SEELY: Not vet. 

Mr. A. DEWAR (Edinburgh, 8.): Is 
there no limit to the time the accused 
can be kept in prison pending trial ? 


CoLonEL SEELY: In theory, there 
is no limit to the time during which a 
prisoner can be kept in confinement during 
the preliminary examination. But His 
Majesty’s Government are confident that 
the Government of Natal will see that it 
| would be nothing less than a public 
| scandal if this native chief were to be 
| detained indefinitely in custody on un- 
| 
} 
| 





defined charges. 


Str GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
| On what ground does the hon. Gentleman 
say that no facilities have been afforded 
by the Government of Natal to Dinizulu 
for securing evidence ? 


CoLoNEL SEELY: The situation is 
this: Witnesses for the defence of Dini- 
zulu cannot be obtained from Zululand in 
the view of the Natal Government—which 
I should be the last to criticise—so long as 
martial law continues. The Act of In- 
demnity which is necessary to conclude 
martial law was passed yesterday in the 
| Natal House of Commons, and when that 
| is assented to in this House it will be 
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possible to get witnesses for the defence { of a route of electric tramways on the stud 


from Zululand. 
Mr. BELLOC: May I ask—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 
further Questions must be put down. 


Any 


Expenditure on Wales. 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer what is estimated 
to be the total expenditure out of the 
Exchequer, or out of taxes raised by the 
authority of Parliament, upon purely 
Welsh purposes in the year 1908-9. 


THe CHANCELLOR or tHE EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. Lioyp-Grorce, Car- 
narvon Boroughs): Materials are not 
available to enable an estimate to be 


made of the proportion of the expenditure , 


by Government Departments in England 
and Wales which is attributable to Welsh 
purposes. 


*Mr. REES: Cannot the right hon. 
Gentleman arrange that the materials 
shall be available ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : 
it would be rather difficult. 


I am afraid 


Unemployed Grant. 
Mr. BARNES (Glasgow, Blackfriars) : 
I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer when the Supplementary Esti- 
mates will be taken, and when thereafter 
a grant will be made to meet the require- 
ments of the Glasgow distress committee. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The Supple- 
mentary Estimates will be taken before 
the rising of the House for the autumn 
recess. When the Vote for expenses 
under the Unemployed Workmen Act 
becomes available, applications can be 
made by the Local Government Boards 
to the Treasury for issues therefrom as 
required. 


Stud Tramway System in the Mile End 
Road. 

Sir JOHN BENN (Devonport): I beg 

to ask the President of the Board of 

Trade whether his attention has been 


directed to the accidents in the Mile End | 


Road, London, consequent on the in- | 


stallation by the London County Council 


system ; whether this line was inspected 
by his Department, and is he aware that 
the London County Council propose to 
extend this system to other parts of 
London; and whether the Board of 
Trade can take steps to protect the 
metropolis from the dangers of such 
extension. 


Tue PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD or 
TRADE (Mr. Cuurcuit1, Dundee): I 
am aware that some accidents have 
occurred on the tramway in question 
which was inspected on behalf of the 
Board of Trade before being opened 
experimentally for traffic. I have no 
knowledge of any intention on the part 
of the London County Council to extend 
the use of the stud system to other parts 
of London, and no such extension could 
be carried out without the consent of the 
Board of Trade. 


Board of Trade Labour Gazette. 

Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade if he will state who is responsible 
for the article appearing in the Board of 
Trade Labour Gazette for July, entitled 
Cost of Living in German Towns, which 
article purports to be a resume of Paper 
Cd. 4032. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Board of 
Trade are, of course, responsible for 
articles appearing in their Labour Gazette. 


Mr. FELL: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman consider this a fair resume 
ofthe Report ? Has rt not been coloured 
in order to support the case of free 
trade ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL : [am sorry to hear 
that suggestion. I certainly do not think 
those in charge had any intention of that 
kind. 


Tenement Dwellings in London and 
Berlin. 

Mr. FELL: I beg to ask the President 
of the Board of Trade whether he can 
state the average cubical space of two, 
three, and four-room tenement dwellings 
in London and Berlin such as are com- 
monly used by the working classes in 
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those cities and referred to in Paper Cd. 
4032. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I am not able 
with the information in my possession 
to add to the general statement on page 
XL. of the Report. 


Fenton (Staffs) Vaccination Case. 

Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he is aware 
that the death of John Gallimore, 44, 
Hulse Street, Fenton, Staffordshire, 
which occurred on 19th December, 1906, 
was certified to be due to vaccination ; 
whether the case has recently been 
inquired into by a medical inspector of 
the Local Government Board: whether 
a copy of the Report drawn up by the 
latter is available for the information 
of the House; and whether the con- 
clusions arrived at by the medical in- 
spector were the same as those of the 
public vaccinator (who performed the 
operation, and who attended the de- 
ceased during his fatal illness and gave 
the certificate), namely, that vaccination 
was the cause of death. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Jonn 
Burns, Battersea): I am aware of this 
case which has recently been investigated 
by one of the medical inspectors of the 
Local Government Board. Owing to the 
death of the public vaccinator, the 
evidence which the inspector was able 
to obtain was incomplete, but it went 
to show that the lymph used was not in 
fault. 
had been improperly treated by the 
mother, and that the sanitary conditions 
of the dwellings were very bad. The 
inspector thought it probable that these 
circumstances must be held responsible 
for the infection of the arm, to which 
the fatal termintion of the 
attributable. The inspector’s report is 
a confidential document, and is only 
made for the information of the board. 


case 


*Mr. LUPTON : If the infection of the 
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_ 


in houses the sanitation 
perfect ? 


of which is. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I will bear my 


hon. friend’s suggestion in mind. 


Mr. LUPTON: May I ask why, since 
the vaccine stuff is supplied by the 
right hon. Gentleman, there is all this 
secrecy with regard to these reports ? 
Is it because they are likely to have an 
adverse effect on the public mind? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: My hon. friend 
seems to ignore the fact that the child’s 
arm had also been improperly treated 
by the mother. He must bear that in 





Further it appeared that the arm | 


Was | 


mind. 
Mr. LUPTON: Then will the right 
hon. Gentleman take steps to ensure 


| that mothers shall be properly instructed 
how to treat arms under these circum- 
| stances ? 


| Mr. JOHN BURNS: For many years 
I have been doing my best in that 
| direction. 


Inter-Departmental Committee on 

Compulsory Attendance at School. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Education, whether the 
reference to the Inter-Departmental 
Committee on compulsory attendance 
at school includes rural as well as urban 
districts ; and, if so, which of the mem- 
bers of the Committee have 
pointed on account of their experien e 
of rural education and agriculture. 


been ap- 


THE PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
oF EDUCATION (Mr. Runciman, Dews- 
bury): The answer to the _ first 
part of the Question is in the affir- 
|mative. I have no doubt that ample 
evidence on the rural aspects of the 
subject will be laid before the Committee, 
j}and I feel certain that a Committee 
} Which includes Lord Clifford of Chud- 
‘leigh is competent to sift and consider 


| such evidence. 


arm was due to the insanitary condition | 


of the dwelling will instructions be given | 


to the public vaccinator only to vaccinate 
those babes who are in and will be kept 


Mr. BRIDGEMAN: Will the right 
hoz. Gentleman consider the desirability 
| of having on the Committee more than 
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one Member cognisant with rural edu- 
cation and agriculture ? 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: I cannot regard 
the Members of this Committee as being 
representatives of one particular section. 
They will hear evidence from all persons 
concerned in this question, and will no 
doubt give a sensible judgment upon it. 


Kenmare Train Service. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Vice-President of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (Ireland) whether 
he has made representations to the 
Great Southern and Western Railway 
(ompany with reference to the change 
of time in the departure of the evening 
train for Headford Junction to Kenmare ; 
and whether, in view of the fact that 
this change is resented by the people 
of Kenmare and surrounding districts, 
who are compelled to contribute heavily 
out of their rates to this particualr 
service, he will arrange that the old 
time-table shall be adhered to. 


THe VICE-PRESIDENT oF THE 
DEPARTMENT or AGRICULTURE 
ror IRELAND (Mr. T. W. Russett, 
Tyrone, S8.): The answer to the first 
part of the Question is in the affirmative. 
The Department are informed by the 
Great Southern and Western Railway 
Company that their object in fixing a 
later hour for the departure of the night 
train form Headford Junction to Ken- 
mare was to have a connection with 
the 5.30 p.m. train from Rosslare, which 
vives a service from a number of stations 
i. Ireland as well as from places on the 
other side of the Channel. The Company 


further state that om the Kenmare 
Branch four trains are run each way 
daily; that these trains are arranged 


to give as good connections as possible ; 
and that the service is ample having 
regard to the extent of the traflic, which is 
very small. The Department have no 
power to require the former time-table 
to be reverted to. 


Mr. BOLAND: Is the hon. Gentle- 
mar, aware that thas line has a baronial 
guarantee which is provided out of the 
rates 7 
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Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: That may be, 
but the Department have no power to 
compel the Company to change the 
service. 


Mr. BOLAND: What has been the 
extent of the tourist traffic in whose 
interest the change has been made ? 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: 
off-hand. 


I cannot say 


Londonderry Flax Industry. 

Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.): 
I beg to ask the Vice-President of the 
Department of Agriculture (Ireland) 
whether the flax seed supplied by the 
Department to farmers in County 
Londonderry as prizes for success in 
growing flax last has proved 
to be of a description suitable only 
for oil production and feeding purposes, 
quite unsuited for cultivation in Ireland, 
and of little commercial value; whether 
the object of giving these prizes was 
to encourage the growth of flax fibre 
suitable for linen manufacture ; whether, 
in the circumstances, the Department 
will consider the advisability of com- 
pensating the farmers concerned for 
the loss which they are certain 
to sustain; whether the flax seed in 
bought from firms of 
repute and with a guarantee of its 
suitability ; and, if so, what action 
the Department proposes to take against 
firms, and will their 
published. 


season 


how 


question was 


these names be 


Me. T. W. RUSSELL: All the flax 
seed supplied this vear by the Depart- 
ment to farmers in and 
Ulster for prizes under 
the scheme for encouraging the cultiva- 
tion of flax was procured from firms 
of repute who had hitherto supplied 
satisfactory seed to the Department. 
Portion of the seed, purchased as Riga 
Child, from a certain firm this veat 
has unfortunately proved to be an 
unsuitable variety for Trish purposes, 
and this firm has been notified that 
the Department hold them responsible 
for any loss which may have been in- 
curred. The Department are at present 
in communication with the farmers 
concerned as well as with the firm in 


Londonderry 
elsewhere in 








95 


question, and they do not consider it 
advisable to make any further statement 


Questions. 


pending the conclusion of this corres- | 


pondence. 


Fuge Estate, Templemary, Cork. 
Mr. FLYNN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Estates 


with a view to acquiring the untenanted 
land on the Fuge estate, Templemary, 
County Cork ; 
regard to the fact that six tenants 
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and whether, having | 
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missioners cannot, therefore, make an 
offer for purchase to the Land Judge. 


Mr. FLYNN: Seeing that the Estates 
Commissioners are of opinion that this 
sale is desirable, cannot they approach 
the Land Judges under the section 
referred to ? 





Commis- | 
sioners have taken any action recently | 


Mr. BIRRELL: I believe not. 


Irish Evicted Tenants. 
Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, 8.) ; 


I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 


evicted from the estate are eligible for | Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland how many 


reinstatement under the Act 
is now used as a rough grazing ranch, 
the Commissioners will take immediate 


steps to acquire it. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrre .t, Bristol, N.) : 
Estates Commissioners are about to 
take steps for the compulsory acquire- 
ment, under the Evicted Tenants Act, 
of some 536 acres of land on the estate 
in question. 


Beardesley Evans Estate, Charleville, 

Mr. FLYNN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Estates Commis- 
sioners are now aware of the fact that 
on the Beardesley Evans estate, Charle- 
ville, County Cork, the Messrs. Kincaid, 
receivers under the Court, gave instruc- 
tions to their solicitor to proceed against 
a tenant for the recovery of all rent 
due, including the running half-gale, 
contrary to the invariable practice of 
the estate, as the half-gale in question 
accrued in times of great scarcity over 
fifty years ago; and whether, in view 
of the anxiety of the tenant to purchase 
on reasonable terms and the fact that 
the nominal owner receives little or no 
benefit from the property, the Com- 
missioners will now communicate with 
the Land Judge with a view to the 
purchase of this estate. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The estate in question 
is not for sale in the Land Judge’s Court, 
and consequently the provisions of 
Section 7 of the Act of 1903 do not 


apply to the case. The Estates Com- 


of 1907, | 
and that the greater part of the land | 


rn | 
The 


evicted tenants or descendants of evicted 
tenants have applied to be reinstated 
'or to be given new holdings under the 
| Acts of 1903 and 1907; and how many 
| have been reinstated or given new farms. 
| 

| Mr. BIRRELL: The number of 
applications received by the Estates 
Commissioners up to 31st May last was 
10,199. The number of applicants re- 
instated or provided with new farms is 
1,627. 


Sligo Cattle-Drives. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware that 
Mr. R. A. Duke has had cattle driven 
off his lands in County Sligo six times 
since February last ; how many persons 
have been punished in connection with 
these outrages; and what steps have 
been taken to put a stop to this state 
of lawlessness which exists in County 
Sligo. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The police authorities 
inform me that Mr. Duke’s cattle have 
been driven off his lands on five occasions 
since February last. No persons have 
been made amenable in these 
A police hut has been established in 
the locality with the object of preventing 
the driving of cattle from grazing farms, 
and the forces of the neighbouring police 
stations have been strengthened. An 
additional force of thirty police has 
been appointed to County Sligo under 
proclamation. 


Cases. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: In view of 


the fact that the erection of police huts 
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and the bringing in of extra police has 
proved absolutely useless, will the right 
hon. Gentleman try and devise other 
means of putting down these outrages ? 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Try martial 


la W. 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): Were 
these cases of cattle-driving reported ? 


) 


— 


rk. BIRRELL: I cannot say. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware that 
in the months of May and June there 
were twenty-eight cattle-drives in the 
County of Sligo in which 919 cattle, 
exclusive of horses and sheep, were 
driven, and that no person has been 
made amenable to justice for any of 
these outrages; and why none of these 
drives have been included as outrages 
on Constabulary Outrage Form No. 38, 

Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed by 
the police authorities that during the 
months of May and June thirty-three 
cattle-drives were reported from County 
Sligo, the number of cattle driven being 
941. In two cases persons were arrested 
and bound to keep the peace. One of the 
cases was recorded as a serious offence. 
I have already explained in what cir- 
cumstances cases of cattle-driving are 
recorded as serious offences, namely, 
when malicious injury is inflicted, or 
when acts calculated to 
are committed or personal violence 
is threatened. Practically all the Sligo 
cases of cattle-driving took place secretly 
at night, and there was no evidence 
that an indictable offence had 
committed, 


Gause terror 


been 


Kinvarra Outrage. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that three houses in the police sub- 
district of Kinvarra, County Galway, 
were fired into on the night of Sunday 
12th instant, and that in one of the houses 
& woman, who was in delicate health, 
was so terrified by the shots that she 
now lies in a dangerous condition ; 
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whether any arrests have been made in 
connection with these outrages; and 
what steps the police are taking to deal 
with the matter. % 

Mr. BIRRELL: The police authori- 
ties have reported that on the night of 
12th instant, three houses were fired into 
in the Kilcoglan police district, near 
Kinvarra. The wife of one of the 
occupiers has suffered considerably in 
health as a result of the occurrence, but 
is now on the road to recovery. The 
inmates of the houses were in bed asleep, 
and consequently could not identify the 
offenders. No arrests have yet been 
made, but the police are using all possible 
efforts to discover the guilty persons. 


Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
Were not these shots fired on 12th July ? 


[No Answer was returned.] 


Judge Ross on Terrorism in Westmeath. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware that 
the persons who have for years been 
renting the grazing farms of Ardglass, 
County Westmeath, have been so terror- 
ised by the agitation against the letting 
of grazing lands that they have been 
afraid to renew their lettings: that when 
the owner endeavoured to graze his own 
stock on the land his cattle were driven 
off the farm on several occasions, the 
gates were smashed, and walls pulled 
down, and that, although the police were 
present when these illegal acts were being 
committed and reported to the authorities 
no action was taken and no person pro- 
ceeded against, and that as a last resort 
the receiver of the estate had to apply 
to the Court to attach fifteen persons who 
formed part of the crowd, and whom the 
police were able to identify ; whether he 
is aware also that thirteen of these were 
sentenced to various terms of imprison- 
ment by Mr. Justice Ross; and whether 
the Government will take steps to ensure 
that the same justice shall be meted out 
to those who drive cattle off ordinary 
farms as is meted out to those who 
committ this offence on farms which are 
under the care of the Land Judges or the 
Court of Chancery. 


D 
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Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed that 
the three persons who had held the 
Ardglass farms on grazing tenancies did 
not renew their tenancies this year. One 
of these persons was the agent of the 
estate. In May last a receiver was 
appointed over the property by Mr. 
Justice Ross, and the lands were stocked 
with cattle. Three policemen have since 
been quartered in the herd’s house on 
the farm with the object of protecting the 
cattle. The owner’s cattle have not been 
driven off, but on 20th May, the police 
came upon a party of men in the act of 
throwing down part of a boundary wall 
on the farm. It was dusk at the time, 
and the police were unable to distinguish 
the men who were actually committing 
the damage, but they succeeded in taking 
the names of a number of the persons. 
The Government were advised that the 
evidence available was not sufficient to 
sustain a prosecution for malicious injury 
or for unlawful assembly. Mr. Justice 
Ross has since sentenced thirteen of these 
persons to imprisonment for contempt of 
Court. One man has undergone two 
months’ imprisonment upon the prose- 
cution of the police in connection with 
this estate, and proceedings have been 
instituted and are pending against twelve 
men for intimidating the agent and his 


servants on 12th May and 10th June. , 


Ten of these persons are identical with 
those sentenced by Mr. Justice Ross. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- 
tion has been drawn to the remarks of 
Mr. Justice Ross, one of the Judges of 
the High Court of Justice in Ireland, 
made when sentencing certain persons 
for cattle-driving at Ardglass, County 
Westmeath, when he delivered it as his 
opinion that binding over to keep the 
peace in cattle-driving cases was an 
imposture, and that it was his duty to 
inform the Government that their refusal 
to deal with these cases was regarded as 
proofthat the offenders were acting with 
the approval of the authorities, and that 
their leniency was looked on as im- 
becility, cowardice, and connivance ; 
and whether, in view of the knowledge 
which’ Mr. Justice Ross has of agrarian 
questions, and in view of the steady 
increase of cattle-driving and other 
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forms of lawlessness in Ireland, the 
Government will adopt the views and 
carry out the suggestions of Mr. Justice 
Ross in the matter of dealing with this 
form of crime. 


Mr. BIRRELL: So far as the news- 
paper reports have enabled me 
acquaint myself with the views and 
suggestions of Mr. Justice Ross, I can 
only say that the Government are not 
prepared to adopt those views or to 
carry out those suggestions. 


Mr. MOORE asked if the attention 
of the right hon. Gentleman had been 
drawn to similar language used by Mr, 
Justice Kenny at Galway Assizes. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he had already 


answered a Question on the subject. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: Is it not 
the fact that not only Mr. Justice Ross 
but other Judges have charged juries 
in the same direction, and that the view 
of every one of the Judges is—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
is now making a speech, 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: But the 
right hon. Gentleman has not answered 
my Question on the Paper. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The Question has 
been answered, and whether it has been 
satisfactory to him or not, the hon, 
Member is not in order in making a 
series of statements in the form of further 
Questions. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Is the right 
hon. Gentleman aware that Mr. Justice 
Ross acquired his special knowledge on 
agrarian matters by being legal agent 
to the Duke of Abercorn and by acting 


,as Crown Counsel in the coercion prose- 


cutions 2 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am not disposed 
to hear any words said as to Judge 
Ross’s judicial character. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: The right 
hon. Gentleman has stated he is not 
prepared to adopt the Judge’s sugges- 
tions, Is there any precedent for a 
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Judge making Suggestions from the | Kennedy expressed his objection to the 
Bench to a Cabinet Minister or to the removal of the hay, whereupon Mr. 


Executive Government on a question | Pattison at once withdrew. He made 


Questions. 





of policy ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I believe that Ques- 
tion was put down and struck out. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: 


forgot it. 


Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
attention has been directed to the re- | 
marks of Mr. Justice Ross in the Land | 
Judge’s Court, on Friday, 10th July, | 
in reference to the refusal of a person to | 
give up possession of land under the 
control of the Court, that the case was 
typical of the general lawlessness pre- | 
vailing in the country in respect of | 
agrarian matters; that even in cases 


of everybody and get the assistance of 
what is called local feeling, which means 
a riot ; and that, although the police are 
present, the authorities with their usual 
ineptitude do nothing, and this state 
of affairs is getting worse; and what 
steps he intends to take to put a stop 
to this condition of lawlessness. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have seen a news- 
paper report of the remarks of Mr. 
Justice Ross in the case referred to. 
The facts of the case are that two brothers 
named Richard and Edward Kennedy 
held a farm in the Queen’s County as 
joint tenants. A dispute arose between 
them as to the working of the farm and 
litigation in, the Land Judge’s Court 
ensued, with the result that Mr. Justice 
Ross appointed a receiver over the farm 
and Edward Kennedy was left in posses- 
sion. On 26th May last, Mr. Pattison, 
the receiver, called at Stradbally police 
station, stating that he was going to 
the Kennedys’ farm to remove some old 
hay, and would like a constable to go 
with him as he expected that Edward 
Kennedy would object to the removal 
of the hay, and he could then report 
accordingly to Mr. Justice Ross. A 
constable was sent to the farm with 
Mr. Pattison. The latter told Edward 
Kennedy the object of his visit, and 


If so, I) 


| the police authorities appears to have 
| been inevitable. 


no demand for the possession of the 
farm. The constable has reported that 
no violence or threats of any kind were 
used, and that there was not the slightest 
semblance of a riot on the occasion. 
In the circumstances the ineptitude of 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL : Is the right 


| hon. Gentleman aware this expression 


“ineptitude” was used by the Judge 
from the Bench ? 


[No Answer was returned.] 


Imprisonment for Contempt of Court. 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I beg to 


ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
where persons have no right or claim 
of any kind they hold the land in defiance | 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- 
tion has been directed to the fact that 
Mr. Justice Ross on Tuesday last sen- 
tenced sixteen persons to various terms 
of imprisonment on charges of contempt 
of Court arising out of the transaction, 
and in passing sentence admitted that 
the offences were themselves trivial, 
and that he had thought of leaving the 
matter to the authorities to do their 
duty under the Criminal Law and 
Procedure (Ireland) Act, but that, under 
the circumstances, he had come to the 
conclusion that it was better for him 
to act himself; and whether, having 
regard to the fact that a Resolution was 
passed by this House on 10th March, 
by 181 votes to sixty-six, declaring that 
the jurisdiction of the Judges in dealing 
with contempt is practically arbitrary 
and unlimited and, especially in view 
of recent exercises of that jurisdiction 
in Ireland, calls for the action of Parlia- 
ment with a view to its definition and 
duration, and that a measure with that 
object had been introduced by the 
Government and has passed the Com- 
mittee stage, and that there are prece- 
dents forthe exercise of the prerogative of 
the Crown in the remission and reduction 
of sentences for contempt of Court, he 
will consider the cases of these men 
with a view to recommending to the 
Lord-Lieutenant the remission of these 
sentences. 


D 2 
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Mr. BIRRELL: I am aware that Mr. | 
Justice Ross has committed a number the Executive control over Judges who 
of persons to prison for contempt of | made such charges ? 


Court by trespassing upon lands under | 
the control of the Court and knocking | 
down a wall. In one case the term of | 
imprisonment imposed was six weeks, | 
and in the remaining cases it was one | 
month. In the debate in March last, | 
my right hon. friend the Attorney- | 
General for Ireland stated that he was 
not aware of any precedent during the | 
last fifty years for the exercise of the 
prerogative of the Crown in such cases. 
I do not propose to make any recom- 


mendation to the Lord-Lieutenant in | 
the matter. 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL  inguired 


whether in England a sentence of twelve 
months for contempt of Court was not 
remitted, and if the precedent thus 
set could not be followed in Ireland. 


Mr. BIRRELL: In any case where 
such a sentence has been passed I would 
be prepared to consider it. 


lof Ireland 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: 


> 
g 
ask t 


I beg to 
he Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- | 


tion has been directed to the remarks 
of Mr. Justice Ross, on Tuesday last in 
the Land Judge’s Court, when, in sen- | 
tencing fifteen men to imprisonment for 
a constructive comtempt of Court 


i? 
tresspassing on lands in the possession | 
of a receiver under the Court, the learned 
Judge said that the authorities were 
by neglect to perform their duty turning 
the Land Court into a Court for 
suppression of agrarian crime, and ane 
nounced the neglect of all proper pre- 
caution and the leniency of the Govern- 


the 


| stabulary station ; 


Questions. 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL : 
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Have not 


Mr. BIRRELL: I cannot bandy 


words with the Judges. 


Attack on a Process Server at Kanturk. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
whether he has received 
information of an attack upon a civil bill 
officer at Kanturk, West Cork, by masked 
and armed men; and whether the 
assailants were arrested. 


Mr. BIRRELL: 


A process server has 


| alleged that on 15th July two disguised 
i|men stopped him on the road near 


Kanturk and took two writs from his 
pocket and tore them up; and that they 
then fired two revolver shots in the air and 
decamped. The police have no evidence 
on the subject beyond the process 
server’s al'egations, and it is a significant 
fact that, though the process server passed 
the police station immediately afterwards, 
he made no complaint to the police. 


- Dangers of Process Servers in Ireland. 
Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 


Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 


| Ireland whether his attention has been 


directed to the fact that process servers 
have refused to serve writs for rent in the 


| South and West of Ireland, alleging that 


their lives would be in danger if they 
tried to effect service; whether he is 
aware that Mr. Justice Boyd has made 
orders substituting service by posting 
a copy of the writ on the nearest con- 
and whether he will 


| take measures to prevent the law being 


ment in leading the offenders to believe | 


that they were acting with the approval 
of the authorities, and recommending the 
putting in force of provisions which he 
named of The Criminal Law and Pro- 
cedure (Ireland) Act, 1887; and what 
steps, if does the Government 
propose to take in the matter. 


any, 


Mr. BIRRELL: My attention has 
been called to the remarks attributed | 
in the newspapers to Mr. Justice Ross. 
The Government do not propose to take 
any steps in the matter. 


| generally in 


paralysed by the violence of people 
who refuse to pay their debts. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The police authorities 
inform me that a few cases have come to 
their notice in which process servers 
have refused to serve writs for rent, but 
it is not the case that process servers 
the south and West of 


Ireland have so refused. I understand 


| that in the cases specially referred to, Mr. 


Justice Boyd directed service by posting 
the writs outside the nearest police 
station. The police invariably afford all 
necessary protection to process servers 
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when application is made to them in 
sufficient time. 


Mr. LONSDALE: Do the process 
servers allege that their lives are en- 
dangered when they try to effect service 
of writs ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I cannot say if any 
process server has made such an allegation. 


Intimidation in Ireland. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has been 
directed to the remarks of Lord Justice 
Fitzgibbon at the Cork Assizes on 16th 
July; whether the learned Judge called 
attention to a number of cases of inti- 
midatory attacks upon people in dwelling- 
houses, for which no person had been 
brought to trial; and what steps he 
intends to take in the matter. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have seen a news- 
paper report of the remarks attributed 
to Lord Justice Fitzgibbon. In calling 
attention to four cases of intimidatory 
attacks upon dwelling-houses in which 
offenders have not been brought to 
justice, the learned Judge is stated to 
have said that in cases of the kind they 
found that the police were making 
inquiries and endeavouring to trace the 
culprit but could not get evidence. 
It is obvious that in the absence of evid- 
ence, the Government can take no action 
in these cases. I may mention that the 
learned Judge also called attention to the 
fact that there had been a decrease in the 
number of persons under police protection, 
and a decrease in the number of derelict 
evicted farms, and stated that in respect 
of these matters there was no reason to 
suppose that Cork was in anything but a 
satisfactory condition. 


Mr. MOORE: May I ask whether the 
difficulty of procuring evidence is due to 
the fact that witnesses know they will not | 
receive adequate protection from the | 
law ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: 
to that. 


No, Sir, it is not due 


Irish University Bill. 
Str PHILIP MAGNUS (London | 
University): I beg to ask the Chief | 
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{informed the 
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Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he proposes to issue to 
Members of the House prior to the dis- 
cussion on Report stage of the Irish 
Universities Bill, as amended in Com- 
mittee, revised copies of the draft Char- 
ters of the Universities and Constituent 
Colleges embodying the changes conse- 
quent on the Committee’s Amendments 
to the Bill, 


Questions. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The amended draft 
Charters were laid on the Table on 
Monday last, I understand that copies 


have been circulated this afternoon. 


Alleged Boycotting in Westmeath. 

CapTain CRAIG (Down E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of L[reland whether he is aware 
that a man named Joseph Carolan, of 
Ballinalack, county Westmeath, is at 
present most seriously boycotted, and 
local shopkeepers are intimidated to such 
an extent that they refuse to supply him 
with goods; and what steps, if any, he 
proposes to take. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The _ Inspector- 
General informs me that the local police 
have no reason to believe that Joseph 
Carolan is boycotted, or that local shop- 
keepers have refused to supply him with 


goods. 


Reynell v, Taafe. 

Caprain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether it is the intention of 
the Crown to take up the case of Mr. 
William Cox Reynell, Ballyhug, v. Mr. 
Michael Taafe, Grange Hall, for abusive 
language and assault on the 24th June, 
under the circumstances that certain 
parties were engaged in a criminal con- 
spiracy by subscribing towards a cattle- 
driving fund ; whether the case has been 
brought under the notice of the Law 
Officers of the Crown; and, if not, what 
steps he proposes to take in the matter. 

Mr. BIRRELL: As I have already 
hon. Member for Mid 
Armagh, this matter has been brought to 


| the notice of my right hon. friend the 


Attorney-General, who will consider 
whether the facts are such as to warrant 
a prosecution. The Attorney-General is 
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at present prosecuting at Assizes, but 
will deal with the matter upon his return 


Contempt of Courts Bill. 

Carprain CRAIG: TI beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether in view of the recent 
statement of Mr. Justice Ross regarding 
the ineptitude of the authorities in Dublin 
Castle in reference to the crime of cattle- 
driving, boycotting, and other forms 
of intimidation, it is his intention to pio- 
ceed further with the Contempt of Courts 
Bill; and whether he is aware that, if 
passed, such a measure would seriously 
interfere with the powers at present 
possessed by Mr. Justice Ross in dealing 
with offenders against the law. 


Mr. BIRRELL: As regards the re- 
marks of Mr. Justice Ross, I would refer 
to the answer which I have now given to 
the Question of the hon. Member for Mid 
Armagh. It is intended to proceed with 
the Contempt of Courts Bill. That 
measure limits the imprisonment which 
can be imposed for contempt of Court to a 
term of three months, and limits the fine 
to one of £500, and it also gives to the 
person fined or imprisoned a right of ap- 
peal. To this extent the measure inter- 
feres with the powers for dealing with 
contempt of Court at present possessed 
by Mr. Justice Ross. 


Caprain CRAIG: Was this Bill intro- 
duced solely because of the language of 
Mr. Justice Ross ¢ 


Mr. BIRRELL: No, Sir. Every- 
body knows that the whole subject of 
contempt of Court has long been before 
Parliament. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
Is it not the fact that this Billis practically 
identical with that passed by the late 
Lord Selborne in the House of Lords in 
1883 ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: Certainly. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: Was not the 
Bill introduced shortly after the hon. 
Member for North Westmeath was sent 
to gaol by Judge Ross ? 


[No Answer was returned. ] 
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Caprain CRAIG: I beg to ak the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that the 
hon. Member for Westmeath, North, 
has recently resumed his campaign in 
favour of cattle-driving in Ireland; 
whether he is aware that recently at Bal- 
linalack the hon. Member recommended 
that there should be no slackening in the 
movement so long as there was a hazel 
in the hedges ; and whether His Majesty’s 
Government intend to permit hon. Mem- 
bers of this House and other persons to 
incite the people to drive cattle without 
taking any action. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I was not aware of 
the fact suggested in the first part of the 
Question. I understand, however, that 
at a recent meeting at Ballinalack the 
hon. Member for North Westmeath used 
some such language as is attributed to 
him in the Question. Iam told that more 
than half of the persons present at the 
meeting were women and children. The 
Government do not propose to take any 
notice of this particular speech. 


Captain CRAIG: May I ask whether 
hon. Members of this House are to be 
permitted to go over to Ireland and stir 
up the people in this way ? 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND : What about 
the 12th July ? 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: May TI ask 
what bearing has the fact that half the 
crowd were women and children, on the 
question ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: It has a bearing as 
to the effect of the inflammatory language 
used. 


Cork College Governing Body. 

Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether the Mr. E. Fitz- 
gerald who recently seconded a motion 
which conveyed to the Cork County 
Committee of Technical Instruction a 
strong objection to impart technical 
instruction to British soldiers, under 
the auspices of any sub-committee, under 
any pretext whatever, and who later 
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stated that he did not confine himself 
to the Navy and Auxiliary Forces only, 
but intended to preclude Reserves, Militia, 
and everybody else in the employment 
of the British Government from the 
benefits of technical instruction, is the 
same Mr. E. Fitzgerald who has been 
nominated by the Crown as one of the 
first governing body of the constituent 
college at Cork of the proposed new 
Roman Catholic University in Dublin ; 
and, if so, is it his intention to remove 
his name from the list. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I understand that 
the Mr. E. Fitzgerald who seconded the 
motion in question is the gentleman 
of that name who has been nominated 
to the governing body of Cork College. 
The motion was not adopted as it did 
not comply with standing orders. I 
vather that Mr. Fitzgerald objected to 
the application of the rates to the edu- 
cation of military and naval people. 
He is reported to have said that it was 
the duty of the Government to provide 
such education and that, outside any 
question of patriotism, he thought it 
would be unfair to the ratepayers to 
apply the rates to any such purpose. 
The fact that Mr. Fitzgerald holds this 
opinion affords no reason why he should 
he removed from the governing body 
of Cork College. 


Caprain CRAIG: Are the other 
members of the governing body of the 
same class ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I do not know of 
what class Mr. Fitzgerald is, 


Agitation against Land Grabbing. 

Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lora-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has 
been called to a speech recently de- 
livered by a Mr. P. McKenna, of Long- 
wood, in which he stated that the people 
were as determined as ever never to 
cease agitating till every grazier and 
erabber 
whether 


(22 JuLy 1908} 


was driven out of the country ; | 
he is aware that at the same | 


meeting a Mr. McGuire stated that the | 


Ancient Order of Hibernians were not 
at that particular meeting as Fenians 
because there were no Fenians in Ire- 
land, but the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
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were as good as ever the Fenians were ; 
and whether he intends to take any action 
in the matter. 


Mr. BIRRELL: My attention had 
not been called to this matter, but I 
have now been referred to 2 newspaper 
report of the speeches in question. There 
is no evidence that the speeches are 
correctly reported, but in any event, 
the Government do not intend to take 
any action in the matter. 


Crime in Roscommon. 

Caprain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Seeretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention 
called to the statement of Mr. 
Justice Kenny, when addressing the 
grand jury at the Roscommon recent 
Assizes, to the effect that the county of 
Roscommon was in a state of extreme 
lawlessness at the present time, that he 
found four cases of incendiary fires and 
four of threatening letter writing, in 
which only one person had been made 
amenable, that the outrage known as 
cattle-driving was prevalent in the 
county, and that a condition of matters 
existed that caused anxiety to those 
charged with the peace of the county ; 
and what action, if any, he proposes to 
take. 


has 
been 


Mr. BIRRELL: I would refer the 
hon. and gallant Member to the Answer 
which I gave to the similar Question 
put by the hon. Member for Mid. Armagh 
on Monday last. 


Crime in Westmeath. 

Caprain CRAIG: T beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has 
been drawn to the statement made by 
the right hon. Mr. Justice Gibson that 
it appeared to him that the state of the 
county of Westmeath was far from 
satisfactory, that he understood there 
were two districts in the county where 
boycotting existed, but this was not 
disclosed in the police reports; and if 
he can state whether there is any uniform 
system to guide the police in the presen- 
tation of their reports to the Judges of 
Assizes; and, if not, will he take steps 
ty have this slone. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: My attention has 
been drawn to Mr. Justice Gibson’s 


remarks as reported in the Press. The 
instructions to county inspectors require 
them to furnish to each Judge of Assize 
the Returns, in the prescribed forms, of 
both serious and minor offences com- 
mitted in the county since the last 
Assizes, and the county inspector is also 
instructed to attend before the Judge 
and afford him any information or ex- 
planation that he may require. In 1904, 
the existing forms of Return were sub- 
mitted to the Lord Chief Justice of 
Ireland with the view of ascertaining 
whether such Returns would meet the 
approval of His Majesty’s Judges. The 
Lord Chief Justice expressed approval 
of these forms, and they have since 
been consistently used. 


Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, 8.): When 
vacancies on the Bench are filled up 
will the right hon. Gentleman take care 
that the men are appointed for their 
professional capacity and not for politica. 
rewards ? 


[No Answer was returned.] 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Is the 
right hon Gentleman aware that this 


practice of furnishing reports to Judges | 


is utterly unknown in England ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 
New Irish Universities. 

Sir PHILIP MAGNUS : I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is now able 
to inform the House as to the titles to 
be given to the new Universities to be 
established in 
college in Dublin. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am not yet able 
to say what the names of the new Uni- 
versities will be. 


Mr. MOORE: Can the right hon. 
Gentleman state the cause of the delay, 
as we are how approaching the Third 
Reading ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I certainly would 
prefer that the senates of the new bodies 
should be consulted. 


Ireland and to the new | 
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Trish Land Stock. 

Mr. JOHN ROCHE (Galway, E.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he will 
grant the Return on this day’s Paper 
with reference to issues of Irish Land 
Stock.* 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY 10 
THE TREASURY (Mr. Hosnovss, Bris- 
tol, E.): I have written to the hon. 
Member suggesting a few alterations in 
the form of the Return. If he will put 
on the Paper the amended notice which I 
have sent him I shall have much pleasure 
in granting the Return. 


English Land Valuation Bill. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD : I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister whether he will introduce 
the Land Valuation Bill for England 
before the recess, so that it may be 
printed and distributed to Members. 


Tore PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD oF tHE TREASURY (Mr. As- 
quitH, Fifeshire, E.): Ne, Sir. The 
Land Valuation Bill will be introduced 
when the House resumes after the recess. 


PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE. 


Sixth Report brought up, and read; 
to lie upon the Table and to be printed. 


HOME WORK. 

Report from the Select Committee, 
with Minutes of Evidence and an Appen- 
dix, brought up, and read. 

Report to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 246.] 


SWEATED INDUSTRIES BILL. 
Reported, without Amendment, from 
the Select Committee on Home Work. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


CRIMINAL APPEAL (AMENDMENT) BILL 
{ Lorps]. 
Read the first time ; 
second time ‘To-morrow, 


printed. [Bill 337.] 


to be read a 
and to be 





* Return of Irish Land Stock Issues under 
the Irish Land Act, 1903, giving date of issue ; 
amount; price; cash products ; deficit ; and 
annual charge on Ireland for 68} years on 
deficit at 2? per cent. 
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PREVENTION OF CRIME BILL. 


Reported, with Amendments, from 
Standing Committee C. 


printed. [No. 248.] 


Minutes of the Proceedings of the 
Standing Committee to be printed. [No. 
248.] 


Bill, as amended (by the Standing 
Committee), to be taken into considera- 
tion to-morrow, and to be printed. 
[Bill 336.] 


IMPORTATION OF PLUMAGE PROHIBI- 
TION BILL [Lorps]. 
Read the first time; to be read a 
second time upon Monday next, and to 
be printed. [Bill 339.] 


EAST INDIA REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 
Order for Committee read. 


*THe UNDER-SECRETARY © or 
STATE ror INDIA (Mr. Bucuanay, 
Perthshire, E.): The Motion that you, 
Sir, now leave the Chair opens the whole 
subject of India and its condition. In 
the scope of a single speech or a single 
evening it is impossible to cover more 
than a part of the ground, and I shall, 
therefore, have to ask the indulgence of 
the House for the omission of many 
matters. There is undoubtedly a good 
deal that is disquieting in the political 
feeling in parts of India at the present 
moment, on whichI shall have something 
to saylater on. Butthereisa bright side 
of the picture also, and the bright side 
occupies by far the greater part of the 
canvas. On the financial and economic 
side I think we can give a good account 
of the state of India at the present 
moment. After all, this is primarily 
and pre-eminently a financial Resolution 
and a financial debate. In accordance 
with the obligation put upon us by 
statute, we lay the accounts for the revenue 
and expenditure of India on the Table 
of the House. The accounts submitted 
embrace three years—the accounts for 
the year ended March, 1907, the revised 
Estimates for the year ended March, 
1908, and the Budget Estimates of the 
current year. With regard to the closed 
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account of 1907, we have a realised 
surplus of £1,500,000. With regard to the 


|revised Estimates for the year ended 
| March this 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be | 
| glad to say that is on the upward move. 


year, we have a revised 
estimated surplus of £235,000. I am 


Our latest news from India leads us to 
anticipate with a good deal of confidence 
that that surplus will be more than 


| doubled, and that we shall have about 


half a million of surplus on the year just 
With regard to the current year, 
the Kstimate is the Budget Estimate, 
and subject to all the possible circum- 
stances that may arise, and to the various 
climatic, political, and other 
which may bring about some change in 
the course of the year. We estimate we 
shall have a surplus of £500,000. These 
figures as a whole are satisfactory, and 
they are still more satisfac tory if we take 
a somewhat wider view and recollect that 
they follow upon continuous surpluses 
for a considerable number of years past. 
Therefore if the House will allow me 
I will deal with the accounts not merely 
of the last year or two, but of the last five 
or six years. We have to acknowledge 
in fairness to the Government of India 
that they have been able to show these 
continuous surpluses after bearing the 
full weight of considerable reductions of 
taxation and of considerable increases 
of expenditure. In the two years [ am 
more particularly dealing with, 1907-8 
and the current year, we have also to 
bear the financial burden put upon us 
by the reduction in land revenue and 
expenditure on relief works caused by 
the unfortunate famine that prevails 
in Northern. India. Notwithstanding 
these strains upon the financial situation, 
{ndia has been able to show a series of 
very satisfactory surpluses. I will say 
afew words on the reductions in taxation 
and increases in expenditure of recent 
years. In dealing with the former it 
is only fair that we should extend our 
view somewhat beyond the two or three 
years, as the large reduction of expen- 
diture began five years ago, in the year 
1903-4, with the first step taken towards 
the reduction of the salt duty. I should 
like to compare the state of our finance 
in the year before that reduction and 
now. The House is probably aware of 
what has taken place with regard to 
the salt dnty.: There have been three 


ended. 


Causes, 
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biennial reductions of the salt duty. 
In 1903-4 we reduced it from 2} rupees 
to 2 rupees per maund; in 1905-6 to 
1} rupees per maund; in 1907-8 to 
1 rupee per maund. The financial result 
has been that we have to bear a re- 
duction of our surplus by loss of revenue 
occasioned by the reduction of the tax 
by something like three and a quarter 
millions sterling. That is not all. In 
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we shall cease to have the opium revenue 
at all as a source of revenue. How do 
we stand with regard to increases of 
expenditure during the same period? 
There have been considerable increases 
of expenditure. We have been able to 
find money for these increases and yet 
show a surplus. The House will re- 
member, four or five years ago, the 
production of the Police Commission’s 





the same period there have been other 
reductions of taxation. There have been 
remissions of certain land cesses in north- 
ern India and other parts of India ; and 
there has also been the raising of the 
lower limit of income-tax. These various | 
reductions, along with the reduction of | 
the salt duty, will bring the reduction 
of the surplus to the figure of about 
four millions sterling. 
no doubt ask what has been the cflect 
of the reduction of the salt duty. Has 
the consumer benefited? I 
can give a satisfactory reply. If you | 
take the year before the reduction of | 
the salt duty, 1902-3, the cmount of 


salt which paid duty was, roughly 
speaking, 36,000,000 maunds, = The | 


amount of 
be consumed this year is no less than 
47,010,000 maunds, so that you have 
in seven years an increase in the con- 
sumption of salt of more then 25 per 
cent., a considerably greater rate of 
increase than that of the population. 
On the fnancial side also this reduc- 
tion stands us in good stead. We 
have not to face the full deficit of 
£3 ,250,000, Lut only a deficit of about 
£2,750,000. 
that this policy of reducing the salt 
duty has benefited the people we wanted 
to benefit, that it has benefited both 
man and beast, cattle as well as human 
beings, ard given them a larger supply 
of that which is absolutely necessary 
to their existence and at cheaper prices 
than before. At present, and in years to 
come, we have to face a progressive 
diminution of our opium revenue. This 
policy has met with general acceptance 
from a large body o 
Hovse. It will probably cost us this 
year a loss of about £200,000, which 
will continue for three years certain, 
and if China fulfils its part of the arrange- 
?-e .t it will go on for ten years, and then 
Mr. Buchanan. 


The House will | 


think I | 


salt which we estimate will | 


Everyone is glad to find | 


Members of this | 


Report, which contained a somewhat 
disquieting account of the state of the 
police service in India. The reform of 
that service has been taken in hand 
and largely put through. I believe it 
has had very beneficial effects, but it 
| has cost a good deal of money. Already, 
as compared with the year 1903-4, we 
find we have to spend on the police 
service an increased sum within the 
year of £1,400,000. We have also in- 
creased our expenditure on education. 
No coubt some hon. Members do not 
think we have increased it enough. 
In proportion to what we were spending 
| before we have increased it by 100 per 
| cent. We e have spent double what we 
did five years ago on this service. We 
have also largely increased the expen- 
|diture on sanitary and medical services, 
| civil works, and various minor services, 
| Anyhow, the total for the police and 
| other services comes to an extra sum of 
| something like £4,000,000 a year. Then 
| there 3 is an increase of our military ex- 
|penditure. On that subject, of course, 
| the large increase was beginning at the 
period that we have taken as the starting 
point. The Kitchener programme was 
not then intreduced, but the military 
|expenditure had begun to rise; but, 
| if vou take the figure roughly from me, 
we have had to meet an increase in those 
five years of £2,000,000 per annum, 
owing to the large reorganisation of the 
military services of India. I have no 
desire to open any discussion on the 
merits of the Kitchener scheme. I 
| think there is no doubt among military 


| 


authorities that Lord Kitchener has 
largely increased the efficiency of the 
Army of India. We have also had, I 


think, clear proof of that in the recent 
compaigns on the frontier. Wh..te er 
opinions hon. Members may have as 
to the policy of these campaigns, 
jand there are very different views on 
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the subject, everyone will acknowledge 
that the force was organised and des- 
patched, and did its work with exceed- 
ingly great promptitude and energy. The 
Mohmand Campaign, from start to finish, 
was completed in three weeks. In the 
early days, when an expedition of this 
sort was contemplated, it was put off 
to the cold weather, and it often took 
as many months as we have taken 
weeks. The officers in charge, as every 
fair-minded man will acknowledge, acting 
as they did under the instructions 
of a higher authority, also did their 
work expeditiously and efficiently ; and 
at the conclusion of the business, the 
political officers showed equal skill and 
discretion in what I believe to be the 
satisfactory arrangements which they 
made with the frontier tribes, both the 
Zakka Khel and the Mohmands. I do 
not think there is the slightest doubt 
among military authorities of the 


general good results of the Kitchener | 


re-organisation. To return to the ques- 
tion of finance, with which I am more 
particularly dealing, hon. Members, if 
they look at the Memorandum, will 
see that there has been a de- 
crease since 1906-7 of about £1,000,000 
in our military expenditure, and par- 
ticularly in what is denominated 
special military expenditure. Since that 
year, I am happy to be able to 
announce, we have passed the maxi- 
mum in regard to the increased expen- 
diture entailed upon us by these reforms. 
The expenditure is decreasing slowly, 
and I think it will continue; but in 
order to be quite fair to the House I 
ought to state that the decrease in 
this year, and in the coming year, 
is not so much due to 
alterations or cutting down of the pro- 
gramme of Lord Kitchener, as to the 
spreading over a longer period the execu- 
tion of the works. I do not mean public 
works only, but works of organisation. 
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surplus every year. There is one point 
which ought to be noted, that whatever 
the military expenditure of India has 
been she has always paid her way from 
year to year. She has never borrowed a 
rupee for military works or for any other 
military purpose, and that I think, 
shows a good example to this country. 
As hon. Members are aware, India is 
the only part of the British Empire that 
has never received a single sixpence 
in aid of her military expenditure or 
her military works; so far from 
receiving a single sixpence, she has been 
made continually to pay to the last six- 
pence, and very often, I am sorry to say, 
the Home Government, have been in 
this respect somewhat of a stepmother 
to her. I pass to the subject of the 
famine and its effect on the finances of the 
year. Of course, the famine has had a 
considerable effect on the finances of the 
1907-8 and the current year. Perhaps 
the House will take without any explana- 
tion from me the figures according to the 
most recent calculations we have been 
able to make at the India Office. The 
figures differ slightly from those given in 
the Memorandum. In the first place, 
there is a direct extra expenditure on 
relief works; in the second place, there 
is a diminution of revenue, owing to the 
suspension of land revenue in famine 
districts. If you will take it from 


Revenue Accounts. 


me, according to the best estimate 
we can make, the amount in the 
two years that the famine will 
cost us from these two sources is 


£3,146,000. There is also a further way 
in which the famine affects our financial 
resources, though not so much in regard 
to the revenue and expenditure of the 
year. The House is aware that we 
distribute very large Government ad- 
vances to the cultivators to tide them over 
the period of distress, and these sums 


| have, of course, to be met out of the cash 


I think we may fairly look forward in | 


the course of the years to come to a 


slow, but fairly steady, decrease of mili- | 


tary expenditure. Hon. Members 
see that when added to the other items 
I have mentioned, we have had to meet 
an increased expenditure in the past 
five years of something like £6,000,000 
per annum. Yet we have been able, 


will | 


balance of the Government of India. 
That has thrown upon us during last 
year and in the current year the 
obligation to find a sum of no less 
than £2,700,000 in round figures. In 


| all, therefore, the strain upon the resources 


of the Government of India caused by the 
famine amounts to the sum of £5,800,000. 
The House would like to know how far 
we have been able successfully to fight 


Without increasing taxation, to show aj the present famine, and how far we 
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have been able to profit by the experience 
of our predecessors, and to improve 
and extend the methods they adopted. 
There are hon. Members who themselves 
have taken part in the practical work 
of famine relief, and, of course, they 
know a great deal more about the subje ct 
than I can ever profess to know or 
adequately explain. I think, they will 
agree with me that each generation of 
civilians desire not to take credit to 
themselves, but to profit by the ex- 
perience of their predecessors, and we 
will give all honour to those who are at 
the present moment engaged in devoting 
their time and labour to this famine 
work in Northern India. There are 
two respects, I think, in which we have 
improved upon and developed the action 
of our predecessors. The House knows 
that all the famines of the past twenty- 
five years have succeeded by 
Commissions of Inquiry, and the Famine 
Commission Reports of 1880, 1898, and 
1901, the last by Sir Antony Mac- 
donell, have all been most valuable 
documents, full of most admirable sug- 
gestions, and I think, each suceeding 
Commission has not been slow to learn 
lessons from it predecessor. One respect 
in which we have profited by this ex- 
perience is this, namely, that we have 
very much more largely than in previous 
famines, suspended the revenue, and 
suspended it at a much earlier stage. 
This famine is most severe in the United 
Provinces and Centra! India—but particu- 
larly in the United Provinces. At the 
earliest moment the famine was appre- 
hended, Sir John Hewett set to work at 
once, and instructed his officials to suspend 
the land revenue at the earliest moment, 
and this was done on a very large seale 
indeed. He also, in consequence of the ac- 
cumulated experience of the past, issued 
Government loans to the authorities 
on a much larger scale, and also at the 
earliest possible moment. That has had 
a most admirable effect: There. is only 
one figure I will give to the House—it is 
this. In the famine of 1896-7, which 
was also very severe in the United Pro- 
vinces, the amount of the loans issued 
was £125,000, whereas in the famine 
from the year ended 31st March last, 
in the United Provinces, no less a sum 
than £1,000,000 has been issued for 
these loans. And the great merit of that 


Dr. Buchanan. 


been 
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action and of the suspension of the 
revenue was that they were promptly 
taken, and taken at the right moment, 
when they put the cultivators in good 
heart to meet the troubled times ahead of 
them. All this, as hon. Gentlemen who 
have had experience are aware, is of the 
very highest importance. It is of im- 
portance also in another _ respect. 
These loans are spent mainly in the 
purchase of seed, the sinking of wells, 
embankments, and _ irrigation expei- 
ieuts. It is clear what the result will 
be. The cultivator will have in his 
pocket the power to purchase seed, and 
he will be in a much more secure position 
than if he had not the power of pur- 
chasing that seed. The result of all 
that is set out in some detail in the Re- 
port we have had from the United 
Provinces. They have been able to 
sow a much larger area of cultivated 
ground than could possibly have been 
anticipated, or than has ever been sown 
in famine circumstances before. Officers 
in the United Provinces have made close 
calculations of the amount of land that 
would normally be sowed in the famine 
districts. I will give only a couple of 
examples. In two districts of the United 
Provinces, instead of being able to sow 
only half the normal area, in consequence 
of these loans they have been able to sow 
three-quarters of it. In two other dis- 
tricts they have been able to sow three 
times more than was anticipated, and in 
other districts double as much as antici- 
pated. It is clear, therefore, there will 
be a much larger area, for spring crops, 
secured than otherwise would have been 
done. All this gives an increased amount 
of labour, it gives fairly high wages for 
the labourers in ploughing and watering, 
and that increased demand for labour 
results in a less expenditure on relief 
works. The results of what has been 
done may be summed up in a few words. 
First and foremost, these loans have put 
heart into the cultivators at the most 
important moment. Secondly, they 
ensure as full an area as possible being 
cultivated for cold weather crops. 
Thirdly, employment is given to a large 
number of people at high rates of wages 
in irrigating and harvesting those crops, 
thus keeping them off relief works. 
Fourthly, they add permanently to the 
irrigated area. Fifthly, they keep open 
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the the ordinary courses of credit usually | be a source of gratification for the House 
iptly available. But there is something more. | to find that the long-continued efforts 
lent, In consequence of what has been done|and the accumulated experience due 
good we have had much less of what is one of | to those efforts are having their effect 
ad of the most painful experiences of famine, | in reducing the inevitable suffering and 
who namely, that of a man giving up at the | misery that follow in the wake of scarcity 
the earliest moment, and taking to wandering, | and famine. If we compare the state 

im- with his family, aimlessly through the | of things to-day with the condition of 
pect. country, contracting disease and perishing | affairs thirty or fifty years ago, or still 

the by the way. There has been much lessof | more before British rule began, we can- 
vells, that sort of experience, and the recent | not fail to recognise that there is no sphere 
cped- report of Sir John Hewett states that there |in which British rule has done more to 
, will is much less disease and mortality—less | alleviate the condition of the poorest of 
. his smallpox, less fever, and less cholera. | the peoples of Hindustan than the long- 
, and But on the whole there has been much | continued efforts for the prevention of 
‘ition less sickness in the United Provinces, | famine and the alleviation of its miseries 
pur- and there has been no rise in mortality | whentheyarise. I should like to go back 
f all equal to what we have seen in previous | to a more pleasing topic, again a financial 
> Re- famines. Sir John Hewett says that| one. There is the question of theedebt. 
nited in & large number of the districts|I think that India can show up very 
e to of the United Provinces the death rate | well in comparison with other countries 
vated was, in April, well below the normal.|in respect of its position as to non- 
been Still I do not want to exaggerate the | productive debt. The total debt-charge 
sown good side of the situation. We received | of India for the non-productive debt 
Ticers a telegram last night from India stating | amounts to no more than £1,420,000, or 
close the exact position in which things were | just about 3 per cent. of its net revenue. 
that at the present moment. It states that|If the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
smine in the United Provinces, relief is still| could imagine that, in this country, he 
le of being given in thirty-seven districts ; |could have in the future a debt-charge 
nited there are 300,000 persons on relief works | amounting to not more than 3 per cent. 
) sow and 500,000 on gratuitous relief. There | of his net revenue he would sleep more 
uence is little wandering and little emaciation | comfortably at night and would antici- 
0 SOW or signs of distress, and the physical | pate certain charges that may possibly 
r dis- condition of the people is well maintained, | come upon his revenue with a lighter 
three though the mortality in some districts | heart. Anyhow it is satisfactory that 
nd in is above the normal on account of small- | there is this light debt charge and that 
ntici- pox and cholera, which were rapidly |it is diminishing and not increasing. 
» will abating. The monsoon has so far given | There is also the ordinary test of the 
Crops, good rain to the greater part of the | yield of the commercial departments 
been country, and the rainfall over India as| of the State and the general state of 
nount a whole from Ist June up to date is/trade in India. Of both we can give 
es for exactly normal. Reports received from | good reports. ‘The commercial depart- 
ering, the Lieutenant-Governor on tour in| ments of the State in India are of great 
abour the United Provinces show that there | importance, much more important from 
relief is at present the prospect of an excellent | a revenue point of view than in this 
been harvest over an abnormally large area.| country. The railways in the main 
vords. The prospects of India generally are | belong to the State, and they now, after 
re put distinctly favourable though more rain | paying all expenses and interest on 
most is wanted in the North-West Frontier | capital, yield to the Indian Exchequer 
they provinces and part of Madras. There | a net revenue of £2,500,000 per annum 
being is still, however, time even in those | as compared with £250,000 five years 
CTOps. areas for sufficient rain to fall to secure | ago. The irrigation works yield us 
large a good harvest, and in the country, as a | £750,000 per annum, as opposed to 
wages whole, the conditions are, up to datc,| less than £200,000 per annum five years 
Crops, satisfactory. On the whole, the Report! ago. There is no sphere of work in 
vorks. is a good one, and it does not keep back | which the Indian Government has en- 
to the from the knowledge of the House the | gaged which is more satisfactory to 
) open two sides of the question. It must} contemplate than that of the railway 
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and irrigation work. Hon. Members 
will have read with interest the report on 
railway work by Sir James Mackay’s 
Committee. which we laid before the 
House at Whitsuntide, and which shows 
what our policy in the past has been 
and what the policy in the future is to 
be. Everyone will anticipate from the 
fact that we have adopted the main 
recommendations of that Report a satis- 
factory result to our revenue, which 
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largest of these items by any means 
in the total of £11,500,000 for articles 
‘f food and drink; the largest item 
is sugar, which yields us £6,000,000 
out of the £11,500,000. In the course 
of the five years metals and manu- 
factured goods have risen from £9,500,000 
to £20,000,000, and the value of imported 
cotton from £20,250,000 to £32,000.000. 
In exports cotton has gone up in value 


from £16,000,000 to £24,000,000, but jute 





in the future will not be worse, but 
better than at the present time. I have 
given notice of a Bill for renewing our 
power of borrowing money for railway, 
irrigation, and other general purposes, 
but I have not yet had the opportunity 
of introducing it. It is a measure, 
however, that will generally commend 
itse'f to the approbation of the House 
and from it we may expect very excellent | 
results will ensue. Everyone will re- 
cognise also that there is no part of our 
work which reflects more credit on us 
than the admirable irrigation work, | 
large and small, which has been carried 
out in recent vears. It has been a help 
to our revenue, tending also to mitigate 


beats cotton, of which for the sake of 
Dundee I am glad, having risen in value 
from £13,000,000 to £24,000,000, while 
wheat and tea follow on very well. 
Perhaps I ought to add that in the past 
six months there has been some set- 
back, owing partly to the famine, partly 
owing to the crisis in the United States, 
and India has suffered as other com- 
munities have done. There were diffi- 
culties in regard to our Bills which 
we endeavoured to meet and supplement, 
I think with success. Any hon. Members 
will see a good deal about that both 
in the financial statement and in the 
Memorandum. I think the account one 
can give of the economic condition of 





the conditions of the poorest people 
in the time of their distress. We intend 
to go on as we have done only more so 
in the future in pursuit of that policy. 
The Customs duties are increasing vear 
after year. We have an increase in 
the yield of the Customs duties for the 


five years of £1,030,000 per annum, which | 


India is a fairly satisfactory one as 
judged by any ordinary test. I have 
endeavoured to take criteria which will 
test the prosperity as far as possible 
not only in the upper ranges of wealth, 
but in the lower ranges as well, and 
the vast body of population is an 
agricultural, and a poor population. 


is due to the great increase of imports,| I have dwelt upon famine and one or 


and that increase may be attributed 
to the 


prosperity that was 
spread before the present 
began, 
trade. The figures in connection with 


exports and imports are probably fairly 
familiar to Members of the House of 
Commons for the use they often make 
of them in other contests, and they 
are exceedingly satisfactory. 
ports of merchandise on private account 
in the five years have risen from 
£52.500.000 to £91 ,000.00I—an Lincrease 
in imports of 70 per cent. In exports 
the increase has been from £86,000,000 
to £115,500.000, while the} volume of 
trade has risen from £138,500.000 to 
£:06,500,000. The increases have been 
in all the important articles—such as 
food and drink, metals, manufactured 
goods, and cotton, Drink is not the 


Mr. Buchanan. 


The im- | 


two other drawbacks to the situation. 


wide- | There is also plague. Plague has un- 
scarcity | doubtedly been a terrible calamity in 
aul to the state of inland | India during the past ten or eleven 


| years. A few days ago several questions 
were put to me on this subject by hon. 
Members, and I gave to the House the 
figures for the current year. They 
were of a fairly satisfactory character. 


| Tam told that some gentlemen who asked 
me these questions rather demurred 
to my statement as to the first six 
months of the present year, and they 
asked how the figures compared with 
the first six months of last year month 
by month. Last year was, of course, 
an exceptionally bad year—the worst 
we have had. The mortality in the 
first six months of 1907 reached 1,061 000 ; 
in the six months of the present year 
the mortality was 110,000 and all through 
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you will find a tenfold decrease in the 
bad months as well as a great deal 
more than tenfold in what are called 
the good months, like June and July. 
In the telegram which I read a minute 
or two ago the Viceroy gives us the latest 
figures, and the total number of deaths 
in the week ended 11th July in the whole 
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of India amounted only to 435. The 
House should not, of course, be 
too hopeful. Although the figures 
for the first six months are the 
lowest since 1900, there have been 
decreases before, and we have been 
disappointed in their continuation. 


The large decrease in 1906 was followed 
by the appalling figures of 1907. We 
must, therefore, possess our souls in 
patience, and hope that we are passing 
by the worst of this dreadful plague. 
But the Government of India have to 
battle not only with plague, pestilence, and 
famine, with battle and murder, but with 
sedition and privy conspiracy as well. 
There is, unfortunately, a seditious spirit 
abroad in some parts of India. It shows 
itself in the Press and in a general spirit 
of suspicion and distrust, and, in some 
cases, Of violence and outrage. The last 
development of it has been the discovery 
in Caleutta of an organised conspiracy 


for the production and use of bombs and | 


other murderous instruments of destruc- 
tion. We do not know, I am sorry to say, 


how far the ramifications of this conspir- | 
it is a new and most un-| 


But 
pleasing discovery. It is 
enlarge upon it. It would be useless to 


acy ‘go. 
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needless to | 


exaggerate it or to minimise its importance. | 
But Iam convinced that such methods are | 


utterly repugnant to the ideas of Indians 
and Europeans alike in India; and we are 
having, and we have already had, from 
day to day and from week to week assur- 
ances upon this subject—hon. Members 
will have seen one in the newspapers to- 
day—assurances of the united support of 
all sections of the population in stamping 
out this hateful form of political disease. 
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time—the deterrent rosu ts of this legisla- 
tion we have passed. [AN Hon. MEMBER: 
No.”] I think so far as it goes it does. 
We cannot be surprised that there is 
anxiety among Europeans in India, par- 
ticularly in the outlying districts ; but it 
is anxiety that has bravely been borne. 
We sitting here on these benches can, and 
I think ought to, give our tribute of 
respect to all in India, high and low, non- 
officials as well as officials, women as well 
as men and more than men, who possess 
their souls in fortitude and patience and 
show no signs of feeble panic or alarm. 
They trust in us and we shall not fail them. 
But there are other signs of political 
discontent and unrest, not outside the pale 
like the bomb of the anarchist, but serious 
in their character, and for which it is 
difficult to devise a remedy. We have 
got to recognise that a new spirit has 
come over the political outlook of large 
numbers of educated Indians. This class 
may be numbered, not by millions, but 
by tens or hundreds of thousands; but 
it is an influential class; and our rule, 
to be a complete and stable success, 
should be able to attract that class to 
our side. Some are frankly hostile to 
the maintenance of our rule, some are 
hostile, but not frankly so. The major- 
ity, I believe, recognise the advantages 
obtained and to be obtained under our 
rule. They know the disasters which 
would befall them were our rule removed ; 
but many of them, at any rate, are not 
cordial. Can we bring them really to 
our side? Can we adapt British rule 
and British administration to the new 
ideas that are growing up in India? We 
may not be able to satisfy all their ideals. 
But to those who loyally accept the 
conditions of our rule we want to offer 
an active and real interest and responsi- 
bility in the concerns of their own people. 
That is the problem that is before us. 
It is not a simple or a single problem, 


| and we cannot have a simple or a single 


That we shall do by any and every means | 


at our command. We have already 
strengthened our powers for th's purpose 
by passing the Explosives Act and the 
Press Act. Until the present moment 
no need has arisen for putting the latter 
of these Acts into operation. We can look 
at the fact with satisfaction, because it 
shows so far as it goes—it is but a short 





solution of it. But if we can convince 
those most interested of the sincerity of 
our desire to solve it we shall have the 
assistance of all the moderate sections 
of the community. I know there are 
those—and they are gentlemen whose 
opinion is entitled to every respect— 
who maintain that, if we were to go back 
on the partition of Bengal, all would be 
well, not only in Bengal, but throughout 
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India. I cannot share that view. At 
any rate, whatever our opinion on that 
transaction may be, what is most obliga- 
tory upon us at the present moment is, 
in Bengal and elsewhere, and particularly 
in Bengal, to endeavour to improve the 
work of administration under existing 
arrangements, to oil its wheels and to 
remove the soreness which, undoubtedly, 
was largely caused by the way in which 
the division of the province was originally 
carried out. The Secretary of State for 
India has shown generally what his aims 
and intentions are as regards political 
reforms. His object and that of the 
Government is to go forward fearlessly 
on the lines of constitutional progress 
in such a way as to meet, as far as possible, 
possible, in the words used by Lord 
Minto, the Viceroy, the other day, the 
political aspirations of honest reformers. 
We should like to be able on this fiftieth 
anniversary of the assumption of the 
Government of India by the Crown to 
take a real step forward. It is not 
merely constitutional but administrative 
reform in all its grades that we have in 
view. We hope to do a great deal in the 
way of administrative improvement by 
simplifying and shortening its procedure, 
by limiting excessive official interference, 
quite as much in the interest of the 
official as of the non-official class; and 
as a guiding principle in all that we do, 
to endeavour to associate Indians more 
and more with the practical work of 
government. It would be unwise and 
indeed impossible for me to go more into 
detail where no detailed scheme has yet 
been decided upon by us. The House 
is aware of the position generally in 
which the question of reform now stands. 
We are most anxious for speedy progress ; 
but we want to take with us the 
maximum of consent and of hearty 
consent, both here and in India. The 
opinions of the Local Governments and 
the other authorities in India on the last 
proposals submitted to them by the 
Government of India have all been sent 


in; but we await the final recommenda- | 


tions upon them of the Government of 
India. 
Decentralisation Commission 
over by my hon. friend the Secretary 
to the Treasury. I think few members 
of the House realise the time and labour 
which he and his colleagues devoted to 
Mr. Buchanan. 
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Then there is the Report of the | 
presided | 
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| that work. It was a large and important 
| work, and they did not spare themselves, 
They held eighty sittings and travelled 
30,000 miles in the execution of their 
work; and I believe they have still to 
extract the essence from something like 
seven or eight large volumes of evidence 
laid before them. We anticipate great 
results from their recommendations, 
But it is manifest that with the labours 
they are performing now day after day 
and week after week it will be two or 
three months before their Report can 
be produced, and it is clear that 
it must be nearly the end of the 
year before definite 
be arrived at by the Secretary of 
State and the Government which can be 
announced to Parliament. But the Secre- 
tary of State hopes that such a statement 
will be before the autumn 
session comes to an end. One word of 
caution before I conclude. These reforms 
cannot be a panacea for all Indian 
troubles. Legislation andthe machinery 
of government are not everything. But 
we believe that these reforms, if carried 
through, will do something to meet 
the legitimate desires unsatisfied 
of an important class of the community ; 
and it is in that confident hope that we 
are proceeding with them. But there is 
another, and humbler, day to day method 
by which we hope to surmount some of our 
troubles as our predecessors had sur- 
mounted similar difficulties in the past. 
We can say for ourselves, without 
flattery, that as a nation we are not 
daunted by theoretical difficulties which 
may be presented to us by clever men in an 
apparently insoluble form. We take 
things as they come; and we endeavour 
to find a practical solution for 
particular emergency as it arises. The 
method is not ours. It is as old as 
Solomon, who told us to ponder the path 
at our feet and to let our eyes look right on. 
That has served us in good stead in the 
past ; it will serve us well in the future. 
| After all, the millions of Indian cultivators 
are the bulk of the Indian people, and if 
we give them a just rule, if we secure 
them peace, and—so far as enlightened 
government can doa it—secure them 
prosperity, we shall do a good work 
in our generation. I sometimes read 
| with regret disparaging things said of 
| those who are carrying on the work of 
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administration in India. We all have 
friends engaged in that work; and we 
know the good they have done and are 
doing. I am perfectly certain that the 
vounger men of the Indian Civil Service 
just like their predecessors, in the heroic 
davs, thirty, forty, or fifty years ago, 
dream dreams visions of the 
crandeur of the work in which they are 
engaged. Indeed, no one can be associated 
with the government of India in whatever 
capacity—as I am here, as we all are, 
sitting on these benches—without feeling 
something of theinspiration that it is given 
to us to help on, in however humble a way, 
1 great achievement and a noble work. 


and see 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
Chair (for Committee on East India 
Revenue Accounts). —(Wr. Buchanan.) 


*EarL PERCY (Kensington, 8.) said 
that while thev must all regret the 
almost irreparable loss which the House 
had sustained bv the removal of Lord 


Morley to another place, he was sure 


they would join in congratulating the 
right hon. Gentleman who had just sat 
down onthe ability with which he had dis- 
charged the task which he thought had 
not devolved for some fifteen vears on 
any one holding his office in th’s House, 
aid which was not 
by the fact that 
transferred from another position. 


rendered more easy 
he was so recently 
Thev 
vould also echo the eulogium which he 
passed on the skill and success with 
which the recent expedition on the Indian 
frontier was organised and carried through 
—x success all the more remarkable 
because of the very stringent stipulation 
laid down by the Government with regard 
to the speedy evacuation of the territory 
The right Gentleman 
had said that the policy of punitive expedi- 


‘Oo cerned, hon. 
tions was a subject on which people 
differed in opinion, 
there 


He did not suppose 
was aly school of responsible 
politicians who would seriously contend 
that the Indian Government could sit 
with its hands folded and allow outrages 
to be committed by raiders from bevond 
our territory within our own borders. 
If there was any question on the subject 
of punitive expeditions, it was not whether 
they should take place, but whether they 
should or should not be followed by 
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annexation. He thought the attitude 
of the majority of the frontier tribes 
during the recent expedition was strong 
corroborative evidence in favour of 
maintaining that policy of abstention 
from intervention in tribal affairs bevond 
our frontier which was laid down bv Lord 
George Hamilton in his despatch, and 
which has been adhered to bv the present 
Secretary of State. Perhaps the most 
disquieting feature of the expedition, 
and one to which the hon. Gentleman 
did not allude, was the participation in 
the operations of a 
raiders Afghan 


was satisfactory to 


number of 
and it 
that in the 
later stages of the campaign the Ameer 
of Afghanistan seemed. to 


some steps to 
I 


certain 
trom territory, 
know 
have taken 


control those incursions 
into our territory, and, perhaps, he might 
take that opportunity, though it was not 
a subject which it was desirable to discuss 
at length, of expressing a hope that the 
Ameer would before long be able to give 
usa tresh proof of his goodwill by the an- 
nouncing his acceptance of the recent 
\nglo- Russian which many 
on that side of the House thought it 
hecessarv to 
details, but which, so far as regarded 
Afghanistan itself, had 


agreement, 


criticise in some ot its 
ho other object 
in view than to make it easv for the two 
Powers to fulfil their treaty 
engagements with respect to the integrity 
and independence of that country. 


coterminous 


So far as the purely financial aspect 
Budget 


imagine that the 


{ 


Ot the 
he did not 


nent 


present Was concerned, 
Govern- 
would meet with anv serious 
criticism. The surplus at their disposal, 
though undoubtedly than 
anticipated—(and in view of the partial 
recrudescence of famine in the provinces, 
it was surprising that there should be 
any surplus at all)—was not sufficiently 
to admit of a further 
of taxation, and he was not 
a reduction of 
claim on an 


larger Was 


large reduct on 
sure that 
taxation had the first 


Indian finance Minister. 


. The allocation of the surplus to grants 


in aid of sanitary administration 
had met with general approval. Nor 
when they turned from the purely 
financial aspect of the question to those 
larcver } : 7 hhie eV “he 

larger questions of public policy to which 
the right hon. Gentleman made passing 
and eloquent reference in his concluding 


E 
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remarks—the extension of primary edu-| recent Press Act it was that it erred 


cation, the enlargement of the legislative 
councils, the decentralisation of pro- 
vincial administration—were they in 
regard to any of these larger questions 
of policy in a much more favourable 
position usefully to discuss them than 
they were last for the 
as the right hon. Gentleman had himself 
that House nor 
Government were 1n 


vear, reason, 


said, neither the 
the 


pOSsess' On of the results of the inquiries 


themselves 


set on foot in India. Therefore, upon 
none of those questions did he think 
that anv long and minute discussion 


was called for. He Was hot disposed 
to blame the Government for the delay 
which had place in this matter. 
because kind were 
far too important to be hastily decided, 
and they had a somewhat unpleasant 


proceeding 


. 
Taken 


questions of this 


reminder of the need of 
cautiously in these matters, in the fact 
that in this somewhat 
ominously in which the Secretary of 
State had announced his intention to 
take steps in the direction of broadening 
of the system, 


very year 


the basis legislative 


the Government of India should 
have had to co to the legislative counci! 
in order to ask an increase of their 
executive authority. 

The right hon. Gentleman had said 
jittle in regard to the Press Act. 
He thovght the Government was to 
le congratulated upon taking a_ step 
long overdue, and which, if report 
spoke truly, was unsuccessfully pressed 
upon the Secretary of State by the 
Government — of India last year. 
The repeal of Lord Lytton’s Press 


Act had been universally regarded by 
British opinion in India as a mistake, 
and although he thought the Unionist 
Government had to bear a fair share 
of the blame for not having dealt with 
the matter themselves in the past, still, 
in view of the importance of keeping 
the treatment of Indian questions free 
so far as possible of the suspicion of 
party bias, he could not regret himself 
that it should have fallen to a Liberal 
Government to redress a mistake for 
which a Liberal was in 
the first instance responsible. If there 
was any criticism to be made on the 


Government 


Earl Percy. 


on the side of leniency, and that the 


| detinition of sedition was exclusively 








confined to sedition tending to actual 
acts of violence. Another criticism which 
might be made was that the mode of 
procedure, which involved in every 
case the direct interposition of the 
Government the madgis- 
could times of 
somewhat 
the 
announced 


before 
act, might in 
found to be 


local 
trates 
emergency be 
cumbrous and dilatory. At 
time the Government had 
their intention of correcting anv defects 


same 


this 


which experience might reveal in 
they 


Act. Lord Minto stated that 
intended to supplement it with an Act 
dealing with the whole question of the 
and it was, 


supervision of the Press, 


at all events, satisfactory to know, as 


the hon. Gentleman had told them 
that afternoon, that although no 
prosecutions had taken place under 


the Press Act nor the Explosives Act 
still, they had heen effective, and that 
some of the worst offenders had thought 
it advisable to close their offices. He 
hoped the Government would not allow 
themselves to be deterred from taking 
any this matter by 
the verv small section of opinion which 
that. we 


steps necessary in 


was constantly proclaiming 
ought to govern India according to 
Indian ideas, and then turned round 


and asked us to extend to the native 
Press a licence which would not le 
tolerated by anv native Government. If 
we were to allow matters to drift much 
longer, we should forfeit, and deservedly 
torfeit, the respect of the best native 
opinion in India itself, we should fail 
in our duty to the rising generation 
whose minds have been poisoned by 
the perpetual propaganda of sedition, 
and further, we should fail in our duty 
to that small but devoted band of our 
fellow-countrymen upon the maintenance 
of whose authority depended not merely 
their personal safety, but the very 
existence and continuance of British 
rue in India. 


Assertions had frequently been made 
regarding the growing feeling of estrange- 
ment between the white and the coloured 
races in India. It was some five years 
since he was in India,. but. he did not 
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believe that in that interval events had 
so far changed that so sweeping a genera ii- 
sation could be justified. This much 
was certain, that if anything could pro- 
duce, not only estrangement, but actual 
antipathy between the white and coloured 
races, it would be the identification of 
the idea of justice to native aspirations 
with the idea of passive toleration of 
everv form of incitement to disloyalty 
and crime. But there was another 
reason why he thought the Government 
were bound to deal sternly with an 
agitation of that kind, and it was one 
to which Lord Minto alluded in his 
speech in the debate in the Legislative 
Council. Lord Minto said very truly 
that whatever might be the determining 
factors in the present state of unrest, 
there could be no doubt whatever that 
the main problem which Indian states- 
men had to solve was not a_ political, 
but an economic problem. It was quite 
true that the measures which the Indian 
Government had passed during the last 
few vears had done a great deal to place 
the finances of India in the satistactory 
position which the right hon. Gentleman 
had deseribed that afternoon. They had, 
in fact, placed the finances in a position 
which might well excite the envy 
of any Western nation. They had 
reduced taxation to a point which 
scarcely left any room for criticism, even 
by the Leaders of the Congress party. 
They had wiped out the unremunerative 
debt, they had established over large 
parts of India means in the shape of loan 
banks for freeing the agriculturist from 
dependence upon the local usurer, and 
they had set up machinery for assisting 
the agriculturist by means of advances 
of capital and remissions of land revenue 
to tide over a time of stress and emer- 


sencv 
gency. 


But the fact remained that India was 
not so much perhaps a poor country 
as a country whose economic position 
was necessarily precarious, because it 
depended almost exclusively upon a 
single industry, namely, agriculture, 
which was exposed to vicissitudes of a 
kind and frequency to which it was 
not exposed in any other country in 
the world. So long as that was 
the case there must be recurring 
periods of misery with the inevitable 
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accompaniment of discontent, and it 
was one of the worst features of the 
agitation which had now gone on for 
three or four vears, that it must inevit- 
ably tend to discourage the free inflow 
of British capital into India, which was 
absolutely indispensable if alternative 
Indian industries were to be developed, 
and which would be more necessary 
than ever in the coming years if the 
Government were to carry Out success- 
fully the large borrowing operations 
which they contemplated in 
tion with their railway programme. 
Alth« ugh, the economic problem was dis- 
tinct from and more important than the 
political, there was, at all events, one 
question which vitally concerned both, 
and that was the question of education. 


connec- 


In the speech which the Secretary of State 
mzde at the Civil Service Dinner the 
other day, he mentioned as one of the 
main causes leading to the present unre: t 
in India, the defective ideal which had 
inspired our educational system. The 
same view was expressed by one of the 
Indian Members on the Legislative 
Council when he said that what was 
most needed was not a multiplication 
of existing primary schools, but the 
reform of the whole system. He believed 
that everybody was agreed that some 
reform of the educational system was 
necessary, but hardly any two were 
agreed as to the lines on which that 
reform should proceed. On the one 
hand, there was a school of thought, 
represented by some Gentleman in that 
House, who thought we ought to copy in 
India all the latest educational ideas o! 
England, that education ought to be free 
and also compulsory ; and, on the other 
hand, there was a school of thought, ac- 
cording to which the initial blunder lay 
in ever having introduced into India 
the English system of education at all. 
If we had introduced the English system 
of education in India, he would view 
its extension with much less misgiving 
than he did. But the fundamental 
difficulty of the system in India was 
that it never bore more than a super- 
ficial resemblance to that with which we 
were familiar, and the conditions under 
which it was introduced were wholiy 
different from the conditions existing 
at home, and wholly different from 
the conditions prevailing in India at 
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the present time. In England, from 
the outset, in both State and voluntary 
schools, primary education was asso- 
ciated with religious teaching in one 
form or another, and to this day the 
opposition excited vy anv proposal 
to banish religious teaching from the 
schools, was due to the widespread con- 
viction that education divorced from 
religious teaching was not merely defec- 
tive in itself but might have an actuaily 
subversive effect on character and hardlv 
deserved to be called education at all. In 
India the conditions were wholly different. 
There we had grafted on to a system 
that for centuries had been religious and 
nothing else, another system which, be- 
cause it maintained an attitude of strict 
neutrality to every form of religion, 
tended to detach the people from ancient 
traditions or beliefs, and did not attempt 
to supply any alternative basis of reli- 
gious or moral training, which could fit 
thein for pol tical or administrative re- 
spons.bility. That this had given rise to 
a serious state of things was illustrated in 
“The Moral and Material Progress of 
India.” The Tikka Sahib of Nabha in 
the Viceroy’s Coune’] said— 

* Primary education is an admitted necessity 

forthecountry. [have read with much pleasure 
Your Excellency’s speech in reply to the address 
of the orthodox Hindu community, in which 
you stated that you saw no objection to the 
institution of denominationa! hostels. I am 
strongly of opinion that the religions of India 
ought to be maintained, and this can only be 
done by a system of denominational education. 
I am of opinion that even the Chiefs’ College 
at Lahore is unfit for the education of Sikhs of 
position. In this connection I would beg to 
point te the deplorable ignorance of the religious 
systems of the country generally possessed by 
English officials in India.” 
He wouid read one or two extracts from 
the Reports on “Moral and Material 
Progress of India.” In the United 
Provinces 

* The continuous decline in the number of 
private schools was to be regretted. Five 


years azo they numbered 6,071, attended by | 


$84,278 pupils; now they numbered only 4,570, 
with attendance of 69,277.” 
In the Central Provinces— 

“The education of Mahomedans made slow 
progress, owing to the importance attached 
by them to religious education, and, conse- 
quently, to the necessity for separate schools.” 
The influence of the masters, it was 
stated, was not so strong as it should 
be, and there were outbrealss of dis- 
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order owing to political influences. It 
did not appear that the influence of 
masters was as strong as it should be, 
their interest in the boys not always 
extending beyond the mere teaching 
From the North-West Frontie 
Province the report was even more 
striking. It began with quite a san- 
guine observation upon “steady  pro- 
gress in every direction,” and the state- 
ment that 


class. 


‘the oll private village schools in which 
instruction goes little further than the teaching 
of religious books by note are now declining in 
popular favour and the people are learning to 
appreciate the more intelligent education 
oifered by the Government schools.” 

But as one of the results of “* intelligen 
appreciation ” it was stated tha 

* Although the attendance of Hindus showed 
in Increase of 24 percent., that of Mahomedans. 
who at the 1901 Census were more than ?2 pet 
cent. of the population, showed a sma!! decline.” 
That, he submitted, showed a_ very 
serious state of things. It was very 
difficult to know how the difficulty 
was to be met, but surely it 
must be obvious that this had a verv 
direct bearing when they were considering 
the widespread extension of element: rv 
education. He did not suggest for a 
moment that the State should abandon 
its attitude of neutrality towards the 
various religions, and still less that the 
State could discover any form of dogma 
common to all the various beliefs of 
that great continent; but the inference 
he drew from those premises was that the 
State could not hope to play in India 
the same active propagandist part in 
regard to primary education as in this 
country, but ought to direct its efiorts 
to stimulating native denominational 
schools. The Indian system differed again 
from the English on the utilitarian 
side. In England, whatever its ce- 
fects might be, our system of education 
preparation for 
an industrial career. In Indi 
the only industry was agriculture, but 
the system did nothing to qualify the 
people for that calling, and any special 
aptitude which it imparted found no out- 
let except in the law or in Government 
employment. That, he thought, was a 
‘real grievance and danger, for it 
lent colour to the assertions often made 
by agitators in India that the British 
| Government did little to help the people 
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to participate in the benefits that might 
follow the development of industrial 
resources. It was now seven years since 
a conference at Simla went into all the 
phases of Indian education, primary,secon- 
dary, and technical, and passed an enor- 
mous number of resolutions, upon which it 
was expected prompt action would be 
taken. Into the details of these he 
would not enter; they would be more 


appropriate to the Resolution which 
would presently be moved, but he 
mentioned one or two. They dealt 


with the neglect of the studv of the 
vernacular, recommending that it should 
be carried on throughout the 
course up to the University. They re- 
commended that 
substituted for examinations, and the 
results of such inspection accepted 
us passports to the Universities and 
Government employment ; that in 
secondary schools a modern side should 
prepare pupils for a commercial career : 
that relations should be established 
by the school authorities with chambers 
of commerce and emylovers: and, lastly, 
the subject of technical education 
dealt with in a valuable Report DY 
Sir Edward Buck, who suggested the 
industrial institutes for 
the different provinces connected with 
speci i! local industries, the introduct’o 


cf a system of apprenticeship in work- 


scho | 


Was 


erection of six 


shops under the supervision of Europea 

e4 ws | ‘ I ole | il at pt Ss 
G9 ection VW ith Te chi ical schoo} ane 

the training of village schoolmasters 


aericulture, Were wi 


really m iking substantial progress many 


* principles of 


directions ? The Tikka Sahib of 
Nabha, in his iddress at the Vicerov’s 


Couneil to which he had referred, said 


Or these 


As far as IL can see. these primary sc hoc 

re opened mostly for the benefit of the ri 
cultural population, but Lam afraid that the 
fricuitural classes are not fu benetited b« 
them With « little more expense ind fore 
thought it might be possible to adapt these 
hoos to th requirements of the vil gers, 
A first step the scope of the work of these 
sthools should be defined; and they should be 
raise, to such a position as to enable them to 


¢ 

t 
reh nethi f,,! + 
L something usettti to t 


In the 


ve agriculturists. 
first place, an attempt should be made 
to iustruct the pupils in reading, writing, and 
arithmetic in their own language, not as it is 
done now in Urdu, which is a foreign language. 
The result is that after three or four years study 
they hardly understand the meaning of the 
words they read or repeat. Education to be of 
any real advantage must be given first in the 
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easiest language to learn; and could there 
be any language easier to learn than one’s 
mother tongue ? So primary education in the 
Punjab ought to be given through the Punjabi 
only, and in the characters peculiar to that 
language. When the Government has recog- 
nised a knowledge of Punjabi as a desideratum 
for the British military and evil officers, it is 
very strange indeed that the Educational 
Department should have foreed on the poor 
Punjabis the necessity to forget their own 
vernacular for the camp language of the Mughal 
Emperors, which is not a general household 
language in India. ‘Then, again, books should 
be specially compiled containing useful informa- 
tion in simple and colloquial language about 
agriculture, sanitation, manure and cattle. 
The schoolmaster should be a man who knows 


| something about cattle diseases and practical 


| farming, so that he may be able to attract the 


inspection should be | 


attention of the villagers and win their respect 
by his knowledge of the very sui jects which 
they pride themselves on knowing better than 
anyone else. It would be far better to have 
fewer schools doing really useful and practical 
work than to open many lower primary places of 
instruction which serve no useful purpose.” 


So far as he was aware few steps 
had been taken to carry out the reforms 
suggested and the whole reforming 
energy of the Government seemed to 


have been directed to the Universities. 
Of course the Government might 


that had 


expendit ure on 


plead 
consider: bly in: reased 


education, 


they 
and their 
would not allow 
The increase had taken 
place on a very low scale of expendi- 
ture: the total 


» - 1 
hnaneiat resources 
more liberality. 


amount was almost 


epee : 11 
insignificant, and he could not accept 
we - hf 

he fhnancial 


argumen 1s suffictent 


excuse. After all, we in this country 
were expendit ire 
£8. OO00.000 leht- 


anv 


embarking 
£7.000.000° or 
without 


on an 
of some 
making 
and on an obiect which, 


House might sym- 


heartedly pro- 


vision for it, 
much the 
thise with it, 


is remunerative. 


howe ver 


p could not be deseribed 
How could thev ask 
the Indian to believe that his own Govern- 
ment, which in the last three or four 
vears had sacrificed three or four millions 
of revenue from the salt duty and opium, 
and which intended to borrow 100 
millions in eight years for railways, 
could not find money 
spend on the development of 


education, which was of suct 


enough to 
technical 
vital im- 
portance if the people of India were to 
be prepared to take their proper part in 
industries, and 


which might legitimately be 


the development of 
described 
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as a most remunerative form of expendi- 
ture’? With regard to the general ad- 
ministration of education, he could not 
help thinking they would never get any 
real enthusiasm or until that 
administration was reformed. If he 
remembered rightly, Lord Curzon had 


progress 


laid great stress on the absurdity 
of treating educational matters in 
India as a mere province of the 
work of the Home Department. There 


was now a Director-General of Educa- 
ion, but it was still the fact that, not 
there no Member for Edu- 

tion in the Vicerov’s Council, but the 
Director-General, if he wished to bring 


—t 


any educational matter before the 
Member who represented the Home 
Department, had to do so through the 
ordinary machinery of the office. He 
thought that, if there was not to 


be a Member on the Council directly 
representative of and responsible for 
education, the Director-General ought 
to be given the same right and 


privilege of free access to the Viceroy 
which was proposed to be given to 
the President of the Railway Board. 
Leaving education, he would like to say 
a word on another subject. Lord Morley 
had alluded, as a contributory cause of 
the unrest, to the increasing complexity 
of our administrative which 
allowed less and less personal contact 
between the population at large and 
the officials appointed to look after their 
uiterests. Personally, he would welcome 
decentralisation, though it was rather 
difficult to discussit in the abstract apart 
trom det tiled proposals . but, personally, 
he believed it to be a good thing if it 


le t tO closer 
the individuals and the population among 
hom they worked, even it if resulted 
2 a slight diminution of ‘efficiency. 
Aiter all, Oriental populations had been 


svstem, 


correspondence between 


ccustomed for centuries to personal rule, 
and he thought that personal rule, even if 
comparatively inefficient, was better than 
administration carried on by the machin- 
nery of Government Departments. But 
he hoped the Government would not con- 
fine their attention to the mere freeing 
of the provincial Government and in- 
dividual officials from undue interference 
from headquarters. He hoped they 
would see the expediency of diminishing 
the excessive burden of responsibility 


Earl Perey. 


{COMMONS} 


Revenue Accounts. 


140 


now thrown on individuals. He was 
glad to see that the Government had 
announced their intention of giving to 
the local government [greater powers 
f making appointments without  re- 
ferring home every case for approval. 
Ii the statement of Sir Bampfylde Fuller 
was correct, that there were many districts 
in which a single executive officer was 
supposed to look after a population of 
1,090,000 souls, and an area of 10,000 
square miles, he thought there was 
creat force in his contention that there 


a) 


increase of 
further sub- 
for 
the 


was room not only for an 
appointments, but for a 
division of administrative areas, 


which they had a precedent in 


separation of the Frontier Province 
from the Punjab, and which would 
have the advantage of throwing open 
a larger number of administrative ap- 


pointments which natives might fill. 
He wished to allude briefly to one other 
question upon which he understood 
the Government were contemplating, if 
they had not already sanctioned, a new 
departure, and on which he felt unable to 
congratulate them, namely, the policy of 
the separation of judicial from executive 
functions in Bengal. Ideally he had no 
doubt, considering the question purely 
in the abstract and apart from Indian 
traditions, everyone would agree that 
it was not desirable to combine these 
two functions in the same hands, and 
that separation would have the incidental 
advantage of enabling the district officer 
to pay more attention to his administra- 
tive duties. But it was not contended 
that the existing system had led to any 
grave ab: se, and British official opinion in 
India had always been strongly against the 
change on the ground that to take away 
judicial p wers from the executive officer 
would very seriously impair the respect 
for his authority. That was still the 
opinion both of the provincial Govern- 
ments and ofhigh judicial officers to whom 
the question had been referred by the 
Government, and in defiance of their 
opinion this step had been taken, and 
taken in the province of Bengal where 
respect for administrative authority 
seemed already to have sunk to. a some- 
what dangerously low point. As_ he 
understood it from a perusal of Sir 
Harvey Adamsons’ speech in the Viceroy’s 
Council, the main reason that had 
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influenced the Government in taking | 
this step was the argument that, in a 
province where the agitators were con- 
stantly impugning the judicial im- 
partiality of the district magistrates, | 
their executive authority was likely 
to be increased rather than impaired 
by the removal of that suspicion, how- 
ever groundless it might be. That 
was no doubt an argument which carried | 
some weight, though, obviously, the 
validity of it depended on the ex- 
tent to whieh the concession the | 
Government contemplated was really 
likely to meet the demands the agitators | 
were making. As he understood the | 
scheme outlined by Sir Harvey Adamson, 
it »vroposed to leave the judicial officer 
under the control of the Divisional Com- | 
missioner and, in those circumstances, 
those who protested against the com- 
bination of the two functions being in the 
same hands might still contend that the 
judiciary was subject to the control and 
influence of the Administration. He did 
not wish to take the responsibility of 
saving that the decision of the Govern- 
ment was a wrong one; but he did 
think they would have done better not 
to have made the announcement in India 
or thrown down the scheme for general 
eriticis i until they were prepared to 
announce their decision in the House and 
to state the grounds on which thev had | 
acted. The reform was not an urgent 
one, it would be very costly, and it 
might well have been postponed 
in favour of other reforms, such as 
that of education, which might not 
bulk so largely in the speeches of 
political agitators, but which, he believed, 
would be of more material advantage 
to the great body of the population. 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs), 
in moving “That this House, while it 
recognises that the reforms now under 
the consideration ef the Government of 
India are suitable and sutticient in respect 
of questions with which they deal, is of 
opinion that the educational system in | 
India stands in urgent need of reform,” | 
said he agreed with all the noble Lord had | 
said with regard to the separation of the 
judicial and executive functions, at any 
rate as tothe merits of that question. He 
joined in the congratulations to his right | 
hon. friend the Under-Secretary, not only | 
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as to the statement which he had made, 
but also that he had been able on this occas 
sion to be present to make it. His right 
hon. friend was able to repeat what a 
former Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir 
Michael Hicks Beach, had said in this 
House with regard to the finances of India, 
and that was that not only were the 
finances of India in a more satistactory 
condition but they were much better 


| administered than the finances of this 


country. He rejoiced that the right 
hon. Gentleman had been able to 
congratulate the House on the speedy 
termination of the military operations 
on the frontiers and upon the subsidence 
of the plague. although he thought the 
epithet of appalling which the hon. 
Gentleman had used with regard to the 
mortality might have been reserved for the 
deaths from the far greater scourge of 
malaria. By making a hasty calculation 
on the spur of the moment, he made out 
that the mortality from plague had 
fallen from one-third of | per cent. last 
year to one-thirtieth of 1 per cent. 
this year, and that it was about one- 
sixtieth of the mortality from malaria. 
He advised his right hon. friend not 
to be in too great ¢ hurry to accept the 
assurance of the Chinese Government as 
to the opium traffic. because similar 
assurances had been given at any time 
during these years, and 
although evervbody would like to see 
the opium traffic done away with, no one 
would wish to see it simply transferred 
from the Indian rvot to the Chinese 
cultivator, tothe detriment of the former, 
who would have to pay the _ bill. 
He confessed he was glad the accident 
of the ballot had laid upon him the duty 
of moving this Amendment, because, 
while he thought there should be no 
division in this House on any Indian 
subject, if an Amendment was to be 
moved, it was well that it should proceed 
from one who at any rate endeavoured 
to represent the views of the peoples of 
l:dia and of his fellow countrymen in 
India, and who did not mistake the 
voice of one class, of one people, of one 
part, of one province, for the voice of the 
multitudes which inhabit our Indian 
Empire. It was in exact accordance 
with his view of the absolute necessity of 


twentv-five 


maintaining the salutary rule that India 


was outside party politics that this 
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Motion would, he hoped, be seconded by 
the hon. Baronet the Member for West 
Edinburgh, who himself had had no littie 
experience of, and no small reputation 
in, Indian administration. A terrible 
responsibility attached to those who 
dragged India into party strife, which 
should be confined strictly to our domestic 
affairs. He must begin by reminding the 
House that there was no such country as 
India, and there was no such people as 
the Indians, and it was no more correct 
to talk of the people of India than it 
would be to talk of the people of Europe. 
Nor, in spite of a general similarity in the 
standards of administration in India, re- 
sulting from British supremacy, was there 
any more resemblance between different 
races in India than between different 
races in Europe. These simple, elemen- 
tarv facts were industriously concealed 
from the people of Britain by the pro- 
pagandist agitators of the English branch 
of the indian Congress, which maintained 
in England a newspaper, little known 
in this country, but a very active agent 
in the dissemination throughout the 
vernacular Press in India of everything 
which could possibly, by any ingenuity, 
be twisted to the disadvantage of the 
British «administration. It also con- 
tained much eriginal news and onlv the 
readers of Mr. Cotton's paper realised 
that the Secretary of State and the hon. 
Member for Nottingham only differed as 
one star difiereth from another star in 
glory. These considerations were vital 
to the true estimation of the reforms 
now under consideration, and it was 
feared that, elementary as they were. 
they were little appreciated in this 
country. There were. of course, bodies 
in existence which enlightened, or affected 
to enlighten, folks at home on Indian 
affairs. There was. for instance, the 
so-called Indian Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. Anyone who said he was in- 
terested in India could belong to this 
body, there was no subscription, and, as 
there were nearly 200 Members of Parlia- 
ment on its list, it might appear to be 
an association of great weight. As a 
matter of fact, its meetings were gener- 
allv attended by only a few extreme 
politicians of the Congress party, and 
one or two Labour Members. though 
in the present Parliament two or three 
had usually been gathered together of 


Mr. Rees. 
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a different faith, so that the proceedings 
of the Camarilla had never been able 
to claim the lofty attribute of unanimity. 
Halt-a-dozen members attended the 
meeting held for the purpose of deciding 
upon a subject for the ballot on this 
debate. The result of their deliberations 
was found in the Motions on the Paper 
which stood in the names of the hon. 
Members for Brentford and Merthyr 
Tydvil. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE: 


SO. 


That is not 


*Mr. REES said it was the same in spirit. 
It was sufficient to say that it was hardly 
imaginable that anything more un- 
palatable to the peoples ot India—who 
had one, and perhaps only one, thing 
strong caste distinc- 
could be conceived than a Resolu- 
tion that 
should be 


} 


in common, namely, 
tions 

* The people of all graces 
associated with the Govern- 
ment of the country.” As the hon. 
Member for East Nottingham truly 
remarked ina book called ** New India” — 


~The basis of internal order in Indi sa 
patrician aristocracy of indigenous erowth, 
trained to contro and t ra the ower oraet 


This undemocratic 
course that of the hon. 


The one thing thev did 


expression Was. Of 
Member. 
know about 
the Indian masses was that they were 
conservative to the core. and that caste 
had alwavs prevented the 
races into nations. The hon. Member 
for Brentford was one of a little band 
who spent in India the fateful period 
ot three weeks, to which some peculiar 
significance appeared to attach. It was 
the chosen length for honeymoons, and, 
if popular novelists might be believed. 
for experiences in which the staider 
pleasures of the honevmoon were antici- 
pated. It was therefore. a period whi h 
seemed expressly suited for a delirious 
political debauch. However, it was 
pretty clear that the hon. Member for 
Brentford should be exempted from the 
charge of taking his own Amendment 
seriously. He made it obvious from 
a speech he delivered earlier in’ the 
session that instead of joining the ranks 
of the peripatetic politicians, who out 
of the profundity of unacquaintance 
criticised an administration which they 


hadhad no opportunity of understanding 


fusion of 











it 
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his intention was to give the cause of 
law and order that peculiarly subtle 
and effective form of support which 
consisted of making a_ transparently 
unsustainable attack upon an_ institu- 
tion the merits of which it was desired 
to bring out into stronger relief. His 
own Motion expressed appreciation of the 
reforms now under the consideration of 
the Government of India, but 
for further reform in the educational 
that Empire. One reform 
which the Government ot India should 
adopt was that of making known 
elementary facts regarding itself in 
these islands inside and outside the House 
of Commons. Only those who had been 
engaged in that difficult, thankless, and 
unappreciated task had the faintest 
conception of the extent to which the 
minds of the people of this country had 


been poisoned 


called 


system of 


against their fellow- 
True, 


India. 
| 


had been busily oecupied, but were we 


countrymen in agitators 
not to blame for ignoring the fact that 


was not enough to make our rule 


good, but that we make those 
ge ; : ; 
subjected to it and those responsible 
for it alike feel that it was good? In 
the Old Kent Road it was an article o/ 
uth that the British official 
starved the Indians, and ne one could be 
surprised that this should be so when 


Must 


fidiat 


hon. Members of this House asked ques- 


tions, the underiving suggestions of 
which were that the British Army in 
India made with the wounded 
ud ignored flags of truce, and that the 
Government invented plague, oppressed 
imtocent journalists, strained the law in 
favour of Europeans and against the 
latives, indulged in wanton warfare on 
the frontier, and outraged administra- 
ti It was. 


away 


tive decency in all directions. 

oi course, true that anv Government 

was fair game in the House of Commons. 
1 

of friendly and independent Powers. 

but it was not true that the results of 

those 
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those attacks, proceeding from 
who did, and from those who did not, 
know better, were otherwise than deplor- 
able and disastrous. Tt was the effect 
in India they had to consider. The | 
Government of India and the India 
Office should organise, or should | 
tneourage the organisation of, the refu- | 
tation of the calumnies sown broadcast | 
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against our administration. What could 
an audience think when a gentleman, 
who was entrusted with the charge of 
a province, a small one it was true, but 
still a province, informed them that: 
“The attitude of the English towards 
the Indians was harsh, and that justice 
between man and man in India was 
far from being fairly administered.” 
and concealed the fact of which thev 
were of course entirely unaware, that, 
India 
was administered to natives by natives ? 
What opinion could such an audience 
form of the elementary features of out 


with rare exceptions, justice in 


rule in the East when the same gentle- 
man informed it that ‘ coloured races 
became demoralised when white people 
came into contact with them.” and con- 
cealed the fact that he himself con- 
tinued to take part in what he now 
regarded as organised oppression, until 
he had exhausted all 
further promotion ? What a lesson in 
in discipline and good 


possibilities of 


race solidarity, 
feeling, was afforded by communications 
from a retired Civil servant, now a Mem- 
ber of that House, to a leading 
agitator, who had dismissed for 
misconduct from the same Civil Service, 
urging him to keep on agitating till the 
Secretary of State vielded in regard to 
the so-called partition of Bengal—a 
province five times the size of Scotland, 
with twice the population of the United 
Kingdom! What was to be said of the 
elementary ethics of politics when an 
ex-Chief Commissioner was quoted in 
the Press as saving: “ We have bred 
a gang of seditious youths, who have 


by 


1? 
Bengal 


been 


been ocoaded into bomb-throwing 
the infliction of floggings for political 
offences,” and never repudiated those 
words though it was known that 
no youths had treated / 
What vain and mischievous aspirations 
when a Member 
of Parliament. who was the Leader of 
of a Party, the hon. Member for Merthyr, 
before proceeding to India announced 
that— 


peen sO 


were not encour wed 


~We hold down the natives in the bondage 
of subjection, and I may be able to let a 
light in on_the dark places of Indian Govern- 
ment.” _ 


Had he known anything of the ,men 
he was addressing, he would have realised 
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that a less broad hint would have been 
all sufficient. He had also said— 

* He would have but a short time, but with 
the aid of friends he hoped to turn it to good 
account.” 

He was determined to dot the i’s and 
cross the t’s; and so was led about 
Bengal with a garland around his neck, 
a sacrifice at the altar of privilege, whollv 
unaware, for he was necessarily tongue- 
tied and blind-folded, that he saw nothing 
and heard nothing but the case of the 
upper Bengal. 
who were of a very different mind from 


classes, the classes of 


the masses of the inhabitants of that 
prevince. There was, of course, one 
great difference between the Socialist 


India,” and 
“friends of India” 
10 “had returned and considered 
all the oppressions that were done under 
the sun, and beheld the tears of such 
as were oppressed and had no comforter, 
side of their 
The one set of 


and Labour “friends of 
the retired official 


} 
} 
wi 


VW 


Whhe on the oppressors 
Mi 


is power.” * friends ” 


knew what it was doing. and the other 
probably did not. It was astonishing, 
however. that their Socialist allies did not 


the ex-Indian 


continued so 


ask thev 
ong to be parties to an 
iniquities of 
them with their 
For his part he said it was an 


officials why 


| 

> 220? +) ota eae 
oppression, the which 
dawned retire- 


ment. 


upon 


abuse on the part of ex-officials to use 
2 mandate obtained from the electorate 
upon domestic issues for the purpose 
il the Government im the 
service of which thev passed their lives, 


ol Villiving 


and from which thev drew a pension. 


Some hon. Members without going to 
India absorbed the spirit of the East 
with more or less completeness. The 


lion. Member for East Leeds, for instance. 


who took an active part in the dis- 
cussion of Indian questions, had studied 
the doctrine of reincarnation, and he 


now knew that his fellow-countrymen 
though born good like himself, though 
continuing to be virtuous like himself 
til! they proceeded to the East for their 
India 
than they were born again bad, and 


life’s work, no sooner arrived in 


continued to get worse, till the dav of 
their death. Could it indeed be neces- 


sary for our Government in India to 
pay three-fourths of the cost of the 


education of every graduate, when this 


Mr, Rees, 
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class possessed such supreme __ political 
talent as to persuade the Socialists 


of England that liberty, equality, and 
fraternity were invented by the Brahmins 
of Bengal and Poona,and that landlords, 


lawyers, and journalists, who would 
like to govern the lower castes and 
classes without our impartial  super- 


vision, occupied the same position in 
Bengal as the Labour Members of Parlia- 
ment occupied in England? Surely to 
the reforms now under consideraton 
by the Government of India should be 
added some provision for the systematic 


refutation of the monumental misre- 
presentation of which it was _ itself 
the apparentiv helpless and heedless 


subject. The present was not the occasion 
for any survey of the history of education 
in India, but it might be remarked that 
Oriental ideas on this subject had no 
resemblance whatever to which 
obtained in Great Britain, and in the 
advanced countries of Europe. Under 
the Hindus higher instruction was strictly 
confined to the upper castes and classes, 
and under the 
separably connected with mosques and 
shrines. Early in the nineteenth century, 
when a knowledge of 
a marketable acquirement, missionaries 


those 


Mahomedans was in- 


becan e 


English 


and philanthropists brought pressure 
to bear on the Government of India 
in favour of popular education. Two 


parties arose, those who contended that 
the knowledge and science of the Western 
world should be conveved to the natives 
by means of English, and those who held 
that the education should 
be supplemented by the studv of the 
the East. The 


vernacular 


classical languages of 
Anglicists won, under the leadership 
of Lord Macaulay, who so little knew 
what'he was doing that he prophesied 
that as a result of the adoption of his 
system there would not be a single idolater 
—the word, of cours’, was Macaulay’s— 
among the respectable classes in Bengal 


after a lapse of thirty years. There 
were others however who did know 
what thev were doing. Sir Thomas 


Munro regarded— 


incom- 


’ 


*An unrestricted Press in India as 
patible with the character of British rule.’ 
Lord William Bentinck thought it 


“Essential that the Indian Press should be 
kept under the most rigid control.” 
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Sir John Maleolm wrote— 


«The Brahmins and civil classes have for 
ages been the nominal servants and the real 
masters of the turbulent, bold, and super- 
stitious military tribes, and when we consider 
what they have lost by the introduction and 
extension of our dominion, it would be folly 
to expect that they should not wish to subvert 
it. We could give to the Brahmins and others 
of the instructed classes no weapon which they 
would know better how to use against us than a 
free Press, which they would use to corrupt 
yut native soldiery.” 

Macolm knew, Macaulay theorised. 
He would not willingly raise any subject 
relating to India to which a party char- 
acter might be given in the House, 
ut since it was hopeless to expect the 
self-styled friends of India, the repre- 
sentatives of the classes to whom Malcolm 
referred. wholly to abstain from dealing 
with subjects which almost exclusively 


engaged the attention of the particular | 





put down an Amendment, which would 
not exclude speeches upon such subjects, 
ut under cover of which at anv rate 
the frontier policy of Afghanistan would 
he left alone. Enough, and more than 
enough, had been said on this subject 
luri! v the last of a course of lectures, 
which Was being delivered by a noble 
Lord from Ireland in another place, 
ind he sincerely hoped, for his part, 
that that matter would be left where 
le Viscount, the Secretarv of 


State, left it in that House. Among 


he nop 


he many vernacular papers which 
reached him weekly, in one of the Con- 
gress organs it was written— 

‘No Minister ever held a stronger position 
than Mr. Morlev hoids to-day. He is for the 

ent more powerful than the most despotir 
nonarch, His methods of administratior 
eceive the support alike of Liberal and Con- 
servative Members.” 

That was the case, and he deeply 
recretted that the Amendments on 
the Paper, with two or} three excep- 
tlons, and the speeches made in 
support of them, would be published 
broadcast in the vernacular Press, 
uid would tend to, and would be 
intended — to, obscure and conceal 
What was the truth, the whole truth. 

7 . , 
and nothing but the truth. 


The reforms which the Government 
it India had proposed, and Lord Morley 


anisation they represented, he had | 








had approved, were now under con- | 


Government but by an infinite number 
of other official and non-official, private 
and public, associations and individuals. 
They were well calculated not only to 
broaden the basis upon which our rule 
rested, but to enlist the sympathies 
of the agricultural element, and of the 
aristocracy of the country. to which 
all classes were passionately attached, 
except that which consisted of agitators 
and anarchists. It was also necessarv 
in a country needing capital above 
all things to enlist the svmpathies 
of the capitalist. The hon. Member 


for East Nottingham wrote in “* New 
India so 

* The lower orders stand in urgent need of an 
LIstocracy above them. The pProspe ritv. of 
every country requires that there shou!d exist 
vithin it, not only a proletariat. the creat body 
of the people who devote themselves to labon : 
but also a elass of capitalists, which vrovides 
the funds which enable labour to become 
productive. It is only under the fertilising 
influence of capital that labour is productive.” 


He wondered what the hon. Member for 
Leicester and his friends thought of that, 
they who regarded capital as “the enemy.” 
The alliance in that House of Gentle- 
men holding these views with the Labour 


and Socialist Partv was almost as 





as the tie between the represen 
of the classes in India and the repre- 


sentatives of the masses in Britain, 


and both connections showed that agita- 
tion, like misery, “acquaints a man 
with strange bed-fellows.” The 1 ture 


had been 
fullv explained in that House, Reports 
l 


of these proposed reforms 


upon them from India had not vet 
been received, and it did not seem 
necessary on the present oc ‘asion to 


do more than point out that when anv 
measures such as these, indeed when 
anv legislative measures were under 
consideration, representatives of every 
possible class were consulted, and their 
opinions were carefully weighed. The 
suggestion that legislation was the out- 
come of the mere fiat of what the right 
hon. Baronet the Member for the 
Forest of Dean would eall “a white oli- 
garchy ” was entirely unjustified, and 
the real cause of offence in the minds 
of the Babus was that others weve 
taken into the confidence of the 
Government, besides lawyers, journalists 
and the like classes, who enjoyed such 


sideration in India, not only by the} undue influence that the people had 
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commenced to call our rule by the | Lytton, and was repealed by Lord Ripon, 
contemptuous name of the pleaders’ | 


paradise, or the lawyers’ kingdom. There 


should be plain speaking in and out) 
of Parliament as regarded the so-called | 


moderate and extreme parties in the 
Congress. Both were now committed 
directly or indirectly, openly or secretly, 


to an endeavour to terminate our rule | 


in India. The Congress had shifted 
its ground, and our educational system 
should distinguish between friends and 
foes. Stillthe Congress was nowhere more 
strongly denounced and ridiculed than in 
Bengal journals like the Amrita Bazaar 
Patrika and the Telegraph, and it found 
complete acceptance nowhere but in 
certain circles in England. The so- 
called moderate agitators, Mr. Gokhale 
and Mr. Dutt. were now rated by the 
Socialist Mr. Hyndman for facing both 
ways. The latter authority fairly said 


that he had heard Mr. Gokhale in 
the East End of London deliver a 
speech as vehement and _ anti-British | 


as any article in the vernacular Press, and 
he added that these two gentlemen were 
extremely anxious to prove to the British 
public that their cherished private views, 
which they kept diplomatically to them- 
selves for the present, were held only 
by a contemptible minority in India, and 
that organised sedition did not exist. 
But at the so-called “ India House” at 
Highgate, the whole company, moderate 
and extremist, cheered the sentiment 


“loyalty to England means treachery | 


to India.” Mr. Gokhale said— 


‘“We are shut out of all posts of trust and 
confidence.” 


Yet Mr. Gokhale well 


was no single 


knew 
office in Bengal except 
the lieutenant-governorship, which had 
not been, and might not again be filled 
by natives, and his friend Mr. Bepin 


with the help of so good a Liberal as Lord 
Cromer, who had since repented, re- 
canted, and expressed his conviction that 
an unbridled and licentious Press was 
incompatible with the safety of our 
rue. To turn from these reforms to ednu- 
cation: after 1854 Departments of Public 
Instruction, Universities, and Training 
were introduced into India, 
Elementary vernacular schools were 
multiplied, and the system of grants-in-aid 
was adopted, which was not altered in 
essentials by the Commission of 1882, 
and survived to the present day. At the 
last Census, ninety-eight in 1,000 males 
and seven in 1,000 females, were able to 
read and write. Those who compared our 
Oriental Empire with an English parish 
might comment upon the small proportion 
of educated people, but those to whom 
was vouchsafed the knowledge that the 
whole world could not be judged by 
British standards, and managed on British 
lines, would contrast the educational 
conditions of our Indian Empire with 
those of other parts of Asia, whether or 
not under European rule, and would 
realise how great was the work which had 
been done. Even in the Indian _pen- 
insula where the peace enforced by the 
British had enabled Native States to 
pursue the path of education, the figures 
were, with some conspicuous exceptions, 
not nearly so satisfactory as in British 
territory. The statistics in¢ identally ex- 
posed the falsity of the claim of the 


Colleges 


| 1,000,000 who could speak English to 


there | 


represent the 299,000,000 who could not. 
It was found by the Indian Universities 
Commission that the acquirements of 


| Indian graduates were to a great extent 


Chandra Pal more candidly and truth- | 


fully said— 

‘© We govern India now. What use then have 
we forthe English ?” 
None. It was the British Army they 
wanted. Babu rule protected by British 
bayonets, and paid for by British tax- 
payers. What a truly democratic ideal ! 
One respect in which the reforms under 
consideration were defective was that 


| 


inadequate and superficial, and that they 
lived during their University course in 
lodgings with admittedly unsatisfactory 
results. We had since learnt how the short- 
comings of this system made these youths, 
thus gathered together without control or 
cohesion, the easy prey of the agitator. 
and the Government of India had been 
driven in self-defence to take steps to 
enforce discipline amongst the student 
class, ever “* cereus in vitium flecti.” The 


hostel system, a rough approximation to 


the boarding houses of our public schools, 


they did not provide for aPresslaw. No /| or rather to the licensed lodging-houses 
measure was so necessary as a Press law | of our Universities, was now encouraged, 
such as existed in Indiain the days of Lord | but it was clear that further steps we! 


Mr. Rees, 
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necessary before the students at Indian 
Universities would be efficiently protected 
from being debauched by agitators, who 
Jed them’along the same path which had 
caused students in Russia to be a thorn 
in the side of their Government, and too 
often a disgrace to their country. There 
were, of course, chiefs’ colleges, technical, 


industrial, arts, engineering, medical, 
agricultural, veterinary, and normal 


and schools. 
represented in the complex educational 
system of India, but as the State main- 
tained a position of strict religious 
neutrality, no religious instruction what- 
ever Was given in Government schools, 
while private institutions, provided that 
their secular instruction was satisfactory, 
might teach any religion whatsoever 
wholly unchecked. In 1888 the im- 
portant question of moral training was 
considered, and suitable text books, 
physical training, and sports were recom- 
mended as an antidote to the want of 
reverence, of respect, and of religious 
obedience, which were 
merely secular education. Efforts were 
made to prescribe the selection of suitable 
text books, but the great evils existing 
were hardly scotched, certainly not 
killed. Our education continued to be 
altogether too literary in character for 
men who had to make their own living. 
The East India Railway, by taking young 
natives of India into their carriage and 
wagon works for training as mechanics, 
did more good than many colleges. 
Lord Curzon, who was always ready to 
grasp the nettle, and from the very 
comprehensive and hostile criticisms upon 
whom so often made in that House he 
wholly dissociated himself, well knowing 
the cost, dared to uphold the cause of 
the vernacular languages, the sole resource 
of all but a small minority, which were 
generally neglected in the pursuit of the 
more marketable English. More, he 
encouraged primary education, for which 
the class who were now so closely 
associated with hon. Members on the 
Labour benches, had no use, in which 
they took no interest, and expenditure 
upon which they denounced. He intro- 
duced important reforms into the training 
colleges, and into primary and industrial 
schools, and in encouraging the Univer- 
sities to control the instruction given in 
‘olleges and to keep up the standards 


colleges 
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he became the subject of obloquy and 
hatred to those interested in institutions, 
whose object it was to turn out the 
largest number of graduates without 
regard to the standard which they at- 
tained. The weaker colleges were at 
once the preserve of the Babu class, and 
the breeding ground of anarchists and 
agitators. Lord Curzon. having given 
power to the Universities to set their 
house in order, and to stiffen the stan- 
dards to something approaching a pss- 


| sable pitch, committees of Universities now 
| perambulated the country for the purpose 


of Inspecting the colleges and of discover- 


ling which was not very difficult, their 


werk points. It was, however, certain that 
the standards in these institutions needed 
to be still further raised. But, after 
all, the chief of the many and great 
defects of our educational system was 
that it did not provide, and could not 
provide, any kind of religious teaching, 
and thus tended inevitably to destroy 
the respect for authority which was 
naturally inherent in the Hindu mind. 
That which young Oxford or Cambridge 
read and rightly regarded as the mere 
opinion of the individual writer, young 
India took as dogma, or, 
as a ‘“Shasanam, which came down 
from Heaven.” A seditious print, known 
as the Indian Sociologist, which in this 


as thev said, 


refuge for conspirators had so far, to his 
great regret, escaped the attention of 
the public prosecutor, gave at the head 
of each issue a text from Mr. Herbert 
Spencer— 

‘“* Every man is free to do that which he wills, 
provided he infringes not the equal freedom of 
any other man. Resistance to aggression is not 
simply justifiable but imperative. Non-resist- 
ance hurts both altruism and egoism.” 

This was the kind of pernicious stuff 
upon which young India fastened and 
fed. It was true the Government could 
not teach religion in its schools. but it 
could encourage, and should encourage, 
what we would in this country for 
want of a suitable expression describe 
as “denominational ”’ institutions. The 
peoples of India themselves realised that 
education without religion was dead 
sea fruit. Proofs of their faith im this 
behalf were found in the existence of the 
Mahomedan Anglo-Oriental College at 
Alighur, the Central Hindu College at 
Benares, the Khalsa College of the Sikhs, 
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and the Arva Vedie and Islamic Col- 
leges of the Punjab. It was, of course, 
impossible now to put the clock back, 
and in respect of higher education, at 
any rate to exalt the Orientalists above 
the Anglicists. But thev should build 
upon existing lines and follow indigenous 
leads. Indeed this would be good policy 


{COMMONS} 


even apart trom the crying needs of the | 


educational system. The 
of these colleges. namely the absence of 
moral teaching, and of the ineulcation 
of standards of duty, was not present 
in institutions of indigenous growth, 
nor did they find them hurling Mr. 
Spencer’s precious (Logmas to the hungry 
student, or Burke’s Speeches on American 
Independence, or Mill’s “ Liberty ” with- 
out Stephen’s crushing rejoinder, nor 
did they deal in philosophy of a class 
which, of doubtful advantage on the 
banks of the Cam and the Isis, was 
downright raischievous on the margin of 
the Ganges. The Government should 
also have greater control over the text 
books which Universities now _ pres- 
cribed for colleges, and for the upper 
classes in secondary schools. The text 
books of history might wita advantage 
be amended as to shew that the 
small armies which won India were 
always supported bv a_ great 
and that England’s position in this 
respect was till now at any rate un- 
impaired. They might also teach the 
elementary truth that evervwhere re- 
presentative institutions originated in 


sO 


the extension of aristocratic and 
oligarchic privileges, and that this 
stage had necessarily to be passed, 


and that to ignore experience and to 
force the pace was to place power in 
the hands full of preju- 
dice against the poorer and the lower 
castes and who were freely 
credited with ideas of which they never 


of classes 


classes, 


dreamt, and with a desire for that of 
which they never heard. India, 
governed according to native ideas, 
was the India of the rule of caste, 
birth, wealth, and strength. Some 
competent authorities thought more 
good could be done by rewarding good 
colleges for taking proper care of 
moral training, physical fitness, co- 
porate life and true traditions. By 
these means the competition in such 
respects would be set up amongst 


Mr. Rees. 


Navy, | 


radical fault | 
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the pick of the colleges. It would 
be easy to reward them by choosing 
from the best the fortunate graduates 
to whom the Government appointments 
were given, now that the craze forcom- 
petitive examination had happily given 
way to a more true appreciation of its 
worth. It was indeed all-important 
that Indian students should be placed 
under proper supervision, and since they 
were generally out-boarders, that some 
such system as the Bishop of Hereford, 
when headmaster, introduced into Clifton, 
should be established, and the tutors 
should have information regarding the 
status, antecedents, and character of their 
students, who now paraded Bande Matar- 
am badges in school and college classes, 
Grants to aided colleges should not be 
given in where false concocted 
history was taught, for it was madness 
to subsidise institutions which aimed at 
the overthrow of British rule. These 
erants-in-aid, moreover, should be dis 
tributed so that different classes of the 
community might benefit, and most of the 
money should not go as it now did to 
managers, who confined instruction to one 
caste. Similarly, in our Government 
colleges and high schools the limited 
space should be allotted to representatives 
of all classes. Everyone must sympathise 
with a master in preferring to teach the 
high-bred, handsome, and intensely in- 
telligent Brahmin youths, but it 
their business to see that other classes got 
share. It would not do to be 
democratic at home, and more aristo- 
cratic than the aristocrats abroad. No- 
thing indeed was so important as primary 
education, so needful for the masses, so 
unpopular with the classes, and a larger 
proportion of the total expenditure on 
education should devoted to this 
head, and the numbers of inspectors of 
this class of schools increased. Seeing 
the importance moreover of the character 
of their public servants, and of the 
atmosphere in which they were brought 
up, it would be well that there should bea 
Government college on the same lines 
mutatis mutandis as the old Haileybury, 
with residential quarters attached, in 
which selected candidates for the Govern- 
ment service should spend a year or two, 
undergoing special training at the hands 
of a good Kuropean staff. Not the 
least important among the reforms 
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Jovernment could, and should, effect | second grade colleges respectively. The 
5 . 


was insistence upon a far higher standard 


| 


proposal to initiate a class of indigenous 


of colloquial knowledge of the languages | institutions, which for want of a suitable 


on the part of district officers. The Babu 


class spoke perfect English, the English | 


oficial could not without an effort find 
non-English speaking natives with whom 


to talk, and his immediate subordinates | 


would isolate him in his own district 
unless he persisted and insisted on break- 
ing free from his bonds. It was 
necessarily in his interests or in those of 
the people for whose welfare he was 
responsible, that his Babus made them- 
selves the sole medium of communication. 
As Sir James La Touche, ex-Lieutenant- 
Governor of the United Provinces, lately 
said, the advanced, the 
English-speaking, the population, the 
better and the closer to the people was 
the administration. He might also quote 


not 


less or less 


| 


adjective he had described as denomina- 
tional, might meet with some objection 
from the more narrow-minded members 
of the school which thought the British 
Indian Empire should be treated like 
an English parish, and regarde! British 
methods of administration suitable 


as 


| alike to the New Hebrides and the Old 


the Superintendent of Municipal Schools | 


in Bombay, an Indian gentleman, who 
said— 

“The Indian graduate does not command 
much influence among the masses of his country- 
men and does not represent them,” 
though he was himself far from thinking 
this class a negligible quantity; his 
opinion, indeed, was of the contrary 
description. It would be evident from 
these suggestions, that he concurred with 
the views expressed by all the provincial 
governments after consulting the best 
authorities, official and non - official, 
throughout the country, to the effect 
that it would be a great mistake to abolish 
the fees charged in Government primary 
schools, and to pay in respect of private 
schools of the same class a subvention 
equal in amount to the abolished fees. 
Primary education could be helped by 
multiplying primary schools, not by 
making those existing free. The amount 
of money available was necessarily 
limited, and it should be devoted if 
possible to providing a primary school | 
in every village. He did not know that 
there was, so far, even in the craze for | 
the introduction of impossible finstitu- 
tions into India, a serious intention to 
try compulsory education. Nor was | 
there any apparent reason why the | 
Government should pay three-quarters | 
of the cost of a graduate’s education, 
or why graduates should be turned out | 
from Government Colleges at a paltry cost | 
of £6 and £3 a year for fees in first and | 


| cessors in India, and which had 


Hebrides, New and to Old South 
Wales, to the North, South, East and 
West of the round world: but there were 
signs that the missionaries at any rate 
had passed this stage, and saw that the 
destruction of the faiths of the people, 
and the manufacture of faithless, dis- 
contented, and half-educated graduates, 
was the ruin and not the salvation of 
the country. At the Pan-Anglican Con- 
gress a bishop was reported to have said 
that they should not be in such a hurrv 


to 


| to convert the people, and destroy their 


own religions, from which it was evident 
that great advances in the realm of 
reason and tolerance had been made 
since the days in which the Government 
of India was forced against its better 
judgment, by the Government at home 
at the pressure of public opinion, to divest 
itself of religious endowments, which 
had been administered by its prede- 
subse- 
quently been mal-administered by private 
bodies, to the annoyance and indignation 
of the communities concerned. Unfor- 
tunately those who loved English educa- 
tion best hated the English most, and 
the Government evoked a spirit that 
they did not even attempt to control 


or direct. They took the educated 
Indian away from pundit and priest. 
freed him from authority. his god 
for thousands of generations, and 
then left him to wallow amongst 
Anarchists, Nihilists, sedition -mongers 


and the like company, until he found 
his own, and too often a very low, level. 
Not only might the steps suggested in 
respect of education be taken with ad- 
vantage, but in this and in other respects 
the Government should renounce the 
policy of alienating friends in a vain 
effort to conciliate enemies. This was 
habitually carried to such an extent 
as to endanger the good relations so 
essential between the Government and the 
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European population, official and non- 
official, such as planters and merchants, 
who were most valuable allies of the 
administration, and a very present help 
in time of trouble. Two men and a boy, 
or rather two boys and a man in Bengal 
or Madras, calling themselves by the 
great name of a Mahajana Sabah or an 
Indian Association would count for more 
than 230 loyal English planters, who 
expressed their views pretty freely when 
cathered together, but never agitated, 
and were always true totheir salt. It was 
within the power of the Government of 
India, as it was within the power of no 
other body, to give object lessons by 
rewarding lovalty, so that never again 
should the saying be current, as it was 
now and long had been in India, that 
lovaltv did not pay, and that its recogni- 
tion was deprecated as likely to oftend 
those of another school. Every Viceroy 
in turn thought it hed been left for him 
to conciliate the babus and agitators, 
and each one in turn left India a sadder 
and a wiser man. The natives did not 
understand a power which was not 
manifested, and a ruler who stooped to 
expostulation, extenuation, and explana- 
tion, as far as they were concerned, had 
already abdicated. It was widely held 
amongst Indian princes, who were un- 
doubtedlyv loval to British rule, that even 
the reforms now under consideration had 
hetter have withheld until the 
agitators had desisted from inciting their 
dupes to bomb-throwing and the like 
outrages. But if the reforms were in 
themselves good, they were twice good 
if quickly given, and being what they 
were he for one would give them at once, 
Certainly thev went as far as was wise at 
a time when those who demanded reform 
on behalf of the peoples of India, which 
they could not prove they represented, 
continued to denounce British rule, and 
to palliate if not to applaud the murderous 
outrages committed by half-educated 
youths, who were their dupes and their 
supporters. Whether further advances 
would be necessary, and at what time, 
could under present circumstances only 
be the subject of sterile speculation. It 


been 


was, however, folly to ignore the fact that 
the system of election was unpleasing to 
the people of India, and that men of good 
class would not submit themselves to the 


Mr. Rees. 
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votes of all and sundry, by no means 
believing that one man was as good as 
another. Representation in India meant 
the due recognition of the principle of 
aristocracy. Happily it was far from 
being the truth that educated Indians as 
such were unfriendly to the British, or 
that the Brahmins, the hereditary and 
inevitable leaders of the non-Mahomedan 
people of India, were generally opposed to 
British rule, but it was the case that only 
those who had been educated in Western 
fashion were hostile to our Government, 
and it was the fact that this movement, 
like all others, was led by the Brahmins 
who predominated among, and who 
dominated, the English-educated class, 
The Mahomedans, of course, were on a 
different footing. They were united, had 
one religion and no caste, and so counted 
far and away beyond their numbers, 
Strong control should be kept over the 
Brahmin directors of schools and colleges, 
for they inevitably favoured their own 
caste, no doubt incomparably the best 
scholars, and cut out other classes, which 
had at least an equal claim on the ad- 
ministration. Another necessary mea- 
sure was to train princes so that they 
should love to stay amongst their own 
people, instead of living their lives in 
Kurope, the more fitted to which they 
became, the less suited they were to do 
their duty in that state of life to which 
they were called. Nor was it possible 
to omit the necessity for the establish- 
ment of some measures of control over 
Indians at Oxford and Cambridge, where 
little hot-beds of sedition were 
lished such as flourished unchecked in 
London, with the inevitable newspaper 
to spread the poison abroad. It was 
ulmost incredible that meetings should be 
held without objection in Hampstead “ in 
commemoration of the glorious Mutiny,” 
and that a grossly seditious newspaper 
forbidden ingress into India should be pub- 
lished without let or hindrance in London. 
The present Government which had 
appointed many Commissions might be 
urged to appoint one more, to report 
on the political effects of our svstem of 
education, and to suggest remedies for 
its many and great defects. Surely our 
sanity would be seriously questioned if 
we went on manufacturing half-educated 
enemies. It became all true friends of 
India to acknowledge the great advances 
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made already in the appointments of | 
educationists eminent in British India | 
and in native States, Mr. Theodore | 
Morison and Mr. Syed Hussein Bilgrami 
to the Council at the India office, but 
such radical reform as was needed would 
never be effected unless upon the strong 
Report of a strong Commission, none of 
whose members had alternately praised 
and blamed the British Government | 
according as either attitude suited their | 
present plans. There was, indeed, need 
for reform, and without giving way to 
alarm, for which as yet there was no 
occasion, we should do well to remember 
that— 
“The same arts that did gain 
A power, must it maintain.” 


He begged to move. 


*Sir HENRY CRAIK (Glasgow and 
Aberdeen Universities) in seconding the 
Amendment, said he did not claim the 
knowledge of India which was possessed 
by the hon. Member for the Montgomery 
Boroughs. He did not arrogate to him- 
self that he had mastered all the problems 
of Indian government, although he had 
paid a short visit to our Eastern Empire, 
but he knew something of those problems 
from long and intimate correspondence 
with people who were acquainted with the 
conditions and circumstances of India. 
He did not mean to dwell at length on 
the polemical aspects of this question, 
which were discussed by the mover of the 
Amendment in the first part of his 
speech. On that side of the House they 
felt that the whole country was in- 
bebted to the Secretary of State for 
India for having maintained, in spite 
of temptation to the contrary from 
many of the extreme Members of his 
own Party, that attitude which perhaps 
had saved India from a great calamity. 
He felt, however, that he could not assent 
even to the earlier part of the Amendment 
if it obliged them, quickly and without 
careful consideration, to carry out even 
moderate reforms if those reforms were 
to be given as concessions to violence, 
conspiracy, or assassination. There was 
a danger that that interpretation might 
be placed upon concessions by a large 
section of people in India, and that 
made one hesitate to adopt without 
careful reservation the earlier part of the 
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Amendment. There was another con- 
sideration which it would be well not to 
leave out of account. There were as 


| many natives of India who were liable to 


be alarmed by reforms too easily con- 


ceded as there were within our own 
country. He had talked over and over 
again with natives who were more 


ready to see the evils involved in undue 
concessions than even he himself was. 
Let the House remember that all India 
not consist of Babus and their 
representatives. There were vast numbers 
whose loyalty was not a mere negative 
quantity, or not a quantity which could 
be caleulated upon indefinitely. They had 
constantly supported us in the face of con- 
stant discouragement. There was nothing 
that struck more in travelling 
about certain parts of India than the 
fact that many of the native races were 
alarmed lest the landmarks of their 
country and the traditions, habits, and 
customs to which they were profoundly 
attached might be impaired, if not 
entirely abolished, by these political 
Some members of the Indian 
population were most articulate 
had learned methods of Western 
politics, and the tricks by which a small 
party was made to appear a large one; 
but they did not alter the profoundly 
conservative views of many of our 
best friends amongst the native races. 
His chief object in seconding the Amend- 
ment was to refer to the question in which 
he was specially interested, namely, 
educational reform in India. He did 
not think that in Indian official circles 
any opinion was more prevalent or more 
universal than that a reform in educa- 
tion was imperatively required. To a 
great extent he attributed this not to 
a lack of enthusiasm on our part, not 
to the backwardness of any authority in 
India, not to any desire to crush out the 
intelligence of the native races, and so 
make them more subservient. Such a 
figment of the imagination did not exist 
among the responsible rulers of India, 
but he thought that much of our educa- 
tional machinery in India for the last 
fifty years had been mistaken, and that 
ny They 
were too ready originally to adopt the 
latest fads and ideas and the freshest 
contrivances, believing that they would 
last to the end of time, and to plant them 
" 


one 


reforms. 
who 


the 
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wholesale upon India. Competitive ex- 
aminations and the pursuit of Uni- 
versity degrees gave them the idea that 
a University was only a place for con- 
ferring degrees. That was the last 
possible attribute which he should like 
to attach to a University, and for his 
part he would not be sorry to see an 
M.A. degree conferred on every child 
six weeks old, so that they might 
be done with the superstition that 
degree granting was the only func- 
tion of a University. That idea had 
impressed itself on the people of 
India. We forgot that while Indians 
adopted our habits, they did not move 
forward with the quickness and readiness 
which we did in the matter of reforms. 
They had got embedded in their minds 
that book-learning and competitive ex- 
aminations were the be all and the end 
all of everything. That idea exercised 
a thraldom over the mind of the native 
which it never attained withus. Even in 
our wildest vagaries it had never obtained 
here. We forgot also that we had made 
mistakes before, and that we might be 
making mistakes now. The hon. Member 
forthe Montgomery Boroughs had spoken 
of the opinion that there should be 
free and compulsory education as one 
held by none but a few extremists, That 
was not his own experience. That was 
not only an idea indulged in by a few 
extremists. He had repeatedly heard 
those who professed to be leaders of the 
Reform Party in Bengal express thei: 
adherence to that idea. Hethought there 
was nothing more mad than the fiction 
that free and compulsory education in 
India would advance education there, 
because such a system had been intro- 
duced in this country a few years ago. 
It was mere midsummer madness. It 
was all very well for the Babu to urge 
that such a system should be adopted, 
but did they think that the agricul- 
turists of the Punjab would accept 
compulsory education ? The other day 
when talking to a leading Indian Gentle- 
man he asked whether, in his opinion, 
compulsory education would prove alto- 
gether acceptable to the native agricul- 
turists. “Oh, yes,” he said, “ they 
would have to accept it whether they 
liked it or not.” But who would be 
responsible for enforcing it? The 
burden would lie on the much-abused 


Sir Henry Craik, 
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English official. He did not think his 
hon. friend the Member for Nottingham 
would be ready to face the music in 
connection with the difficulty of making 
education compulsory to the millions of 
agriculturists in India. We had some- 
times forgotten the multitude of races 
with which we had to deal in India, and 
how a system of education suitable for 
one might be entirely unfitted for 
another. We had introduced a system 
of education which was predominantly 
literary which was largely founded on 
modern philosophy in absolute contrast 
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to all the ideas with which the 
thought of India had moved for 
centuries. We had introduced what 


we called political science, which meant 
a number of theoretical books upon the 
constitution, which were understood in 
Western countries, but which, unfortu- 
nately, were almost all of one type. 
Students read these books in our own 
Universities, and there was no harm 
done. They read them as only the 
expression of one side, and not as axioms. 
That was not the case in India. — The 
natives read these books ay if they were 
mathematical truths incapable of being 
controverted, while at the same time they 
assimilated our ideas and used them for 
their own objects and in their own ways 
in political agitation and controversy. 
There was one special characteristic in 
which the native races were divergent 
from the Western. Was it not the case 
that we were more or less religious on 
principle, by teaching, by tradition, by 
one’s sense of duty ; and, after all, were 
we not as a nation fundamentally secular 
in our minds by the force of environ- 
ment ? The absolute opposite was the 
case with the native races. Some in- 
dividuals might, if they thought it better 
in order to affect advanced opinion set 
aside the predominant religion. He had 
found among the agitators in Bengal 
that the old religion of their race was 
spoken of with a shrug of the shoulders 
and as if that was a matter for the lower 
and not the educated classes. But, 
however that might be, it applied to a 
very small number of the inhabitants of 
India. It was not the case with the vast 
mass of the people, who were, by instinct 
and not like us by principle, down to the 
finest fibre of their being, religious. It was 
the first motive which dominated their 
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lives ; and if we attempted to found their | reiding, writing, and arithmetic. For 
moral education on any other basis we| himself, the more he had to do wit 
were building, so far as the native races | education the more he was _ inclined 
were concerned, on sand. They could|to regard that as a small part of 
not understand what was meant by all| it. What he looked to was the more 
our Cowper-Temple clauses. They be- | vivifying and fructifying elements. We 
lieved in the religion handed down to | must make our education for the future 
them for long centuries, which was part | more practical, but let us not intro- 
of their boneandranintheir blood. They | duce the jargon of technical education 
believed in no other. It was all very | with all its jaw-breaking terms. We had 
well for some people to say that we could | ourselves fallen under a sort of tyranny 
not adopt any attitude except a neutral} of that kind. We had various classes of 
one in regird to religion, and to dismiss | schools—higher grade schools, industrial 
the subject with that remark. He was | schools, schools of applied science—till we 








inclined to say that that was a piece of | 
cant. Why should we divide ourselves | 
from what was the dominant influence of | 
the lives of these native races if we | 
wished to get hold ofthem? We should 
never get at the root of the minds of the | 
natives if in their education morals were | 
divorced from religion. Over and over | 
agiin leading gentlemen of the great | 
races Of India had expressed to him, not | 
only during his short visit to India, but | 
over a long series of years, their dislike | 
of this divorce of religion from their | 
schools. He had no wish, if it were found | 
dificult for the authorities, that these 
should themselves introduce the teach- 
ing of religion in the schools. But | 
let the authorities ally themselves 
with those who would. Let them have 
open doors to the teachers of religion. 
The only alternative was to encourage 
those private schools, those free schools to 
which the noble Lord had referred and in 
regard to which he had read some words 
paragraph denouncing them as the rem- 
nants of a bygone system. He took | 
exactly the opposite view from that 
taken in the words quoted. It was a 
lesson even for us at home, where we saw 
the effect produced by a system which | 
necessarily divorced education from re- | 
ligious teaching. There was ano het 
aspect of education to which he wished 
torefer. By all means let us make our | 
education better. But let us not be 
subject to a traditional superstition in | 
regard to it. He could assure the House | 
that the superstition did not 


largely | 


prevail amongst those responsible for | 
educational administration; but the) 
public at large and those who 


spoke on platforms were far too apt to 
speak as if education consisted solely of 


| and deeper down. 


hardly knew where we were. We forgot 
the real germ of truth that lay at the 
bottom of the whole thing—that we 
must make the pupils in our elementary 
schools here, as well as in India, under- 


| stand somehow that what they were 
| being taught had some practical effect 


on their lives. He was not very anxious, 
nor did he see that salvation lay that 
way, to establish a few technical colleges. 
We knew what that meant. It would 
just lead to the training of a few men to 
whom the be-all and end-all of their life was 
to qualify themselves for some Govern- 
ment appointment. That was one of 
the banes of India at present. By all 
means have these technical colleges where 
they were wanted for special purposes ; 
but we should not imagine that by 
building up that kind of technical edu- 
cation we were forming anything but 
the apex of our educational pyramid. We 
must lay our foundation more widely 
He would rather aim 


j}at a technical education in the 
elementary schools. We could teach 
the children of the native races 


of India first of all the dignity of work. 
That was a novelty to the Eastern mind. 
We could teach them in the great agri- 
cultural districts, which formed the 


_hardest problem with which we had to 


deal in India, that nature was not merely 
a series of antagonistic, hostile, super- 
natural powers, such as it appeared to 
the mind in these vast silent territories. 
We could teach them that it was a 
force of which they might make an 
ally, from which they could draw the 
best of all its resources; that it might 
become their best heiper and co-operator, 
their familia: associate all their life long. 
We might try that, 
F 2 


and then we 
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should get hold of the practical side 
of agricultural schools. But, above all, 
we should not forget the conditions with 
which we had to deal. We must not 
attempt to mix together in those schools 
these different races, a practice so much 
complained of by those who endeavoured 
to reach native opinion. We had 
broadened the schools so much that the 
parents did not find them a fitting 
training-place for their children. It must 
be remembered that we were in India 
dealing with races profoundly aristo- 
cratic, however distasteful that word 
might be to hon. Members below the 
gangway. We could not force demo- 
cratic views upon races which were of 
that temperament. We could not reach 
them by breaking their traditions as to 
the conditions which divided class from 
class. To attempt to do so would only 
make the schools unfamiliar places 
which they only thought of as the first 
step in that career of artificial training, 
to be followed up by other weary steps 
to examination, and finally, to end in 
divorce from those of their own race. 
Let them be given, above all, something 
that would help them out of the official 
service in their own country districts. 
Let them be helped to seek the alliance 
of those who represented the different 
nations in the country. Let not their 
educational efforts be associated with 
the notion that the schools could be 
tramed. in accordance with ideas that 
would be satisfactory to the Nonconform- 
ist conscience. Let them be taught 
above all, that British rule maintained 
its proudest boast of administering 
absolute, impartial, unbiassed justice be- 
tween the different classes, races, and 
religious convictions that came under 
our sway. That was the problem we 
had to face in India, and we could only 
face it by seeking an alliance with all 
that was best and most characteristic in 
the native races. 


Amendment proposed, 


“To leave out from the word ‘That,’ to the 
end of the Question, in order to add the words 
‘this House, while it recognises that the 
reforms now under the consideration of the 
Government of India are suitable and sufficient 
in respect of questions with which they deal, 
is of opinion that the educational system in 
India stands in urgent need of reform,’— 
(Mr. Rees,)—instead thereof,” 


Sir Henry Craik, 
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Question proposed, ‘‘ That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” 


*Mr. ELLIS (Nottingham, Rushcliffe), 
congratulated his right hon. friend the 
Under-Secretary upon his statement, to 
which the House had listened with much 
pleasure. As an old political comrade he 
congratulated him on his appearance at 
the Table. He was a master of Indian 
finance, and when a few years ago he was 
in a position of responsibility on the 
Royal Commission, he had waged war 
on behalf of the Indian taxpayer 
and had come out _ triumphant. 
Very satisfactory was the statement, 
so far as the figures were concerned, 
The right hon. Gentleman had shown 
them surpluses year after year, not 
multiplied as the result of under-esti- 
mates, but the result of natural 
growth of the prosperity of the country, 
Very pleased he was to hear the state- 
ment in reference to opium. Last year 
the noble Lord the Member for Kensing- 
ton spoke of the premature action of 
the Government in regard to opium, 
and drew a lurid picture of what might 
happen ; butit was gratifving to find that 
there was reduction in the area under 
poppy cultivation, and promise of further 
reduction, in accordance with the “ ae- 
cepted policy” of helping the Chinese 
Government in efforts to extinguish the 
opium habit among their people. This 
was the first time “accepted policy” 
had appeared in official papers and it 
marked a great advance. So long as 
the present Government remained in 
power those words would stand. The 
reduction in the salt tax was a measure 
of humanity for the poor rvot who had 
suffered much from the high price of 
salt for many years, and everyone must 
rejoice that the policy of reduction had 
been exceedingly successful, owing to 
increased consumption. He had heard 
the reference to the Police Commission 
with great interest. There was hardly 
any part of the Indian administrative 
system which required to be more care- 
fully watched and needed more thorough 
reform. He hoped it would receive very 
drastic treatment. The teport of the 
Commission respecting the Indian Police 
was not very pleasant reading, and he was 
satisfied that a great deal required to be 
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done to improve the morals of the police 
in India. Nothing was more impor- 
tant for the welfare of India than 
the development of railways and irriga- 
tion works, and he was delighted to 
hear his right hon. friend say that he 
proposed to introduce a Bill for the 
further advancement of the railway 
system. The Report of the Committee 
on Indian railways would well repay 
hon. Members for its perusal. The first 
thing they found was that the rail- 
way system in India was in a state 
of chaos. That was the result, one 
of the many unfortunate results, of 
what he would term the Curzon regime. 
Lord Curzon thought fit to create a 
new railway board, which was exactly 
like the fifth wheel of a coach. The 
Committee appointed to consider the 
railway system of India, in a most ex- 
haustive Report, had pointed out how the 
creation of this new railway board had 
really denuded the railway system of India 
of responsibility,and that the state of the 
whole thing was that of confusion worse 
confounded. Itwas to be hoped that the 
carrying out of their recommendations 
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would put an end to this. He believed 
that the two things which lay at the root 
of the prosperity of India were a well | 
developed railway system and irrigation. | 


The Amendment just put from the | 
(hair really embraced two things. | 
In so far as it invited the House | 


to declare that the educational system 
of India stood in urgent need of reform | 
he was inclined to agree with it; and 
might be remodelled on 
i¢ lines indicated by the hon. Member, 
who had just sat down, and directed | 
to the building up of character and train- | 
ing the intelligence forthe affairs of life. 
The present system was too much an at- | 
tempt to develope the intellectual faculties 
and did not sufficiently build up character. 
There was no man more capable of dealing 
with this subject than the present Secre- 
tary of State. When the Resolution de- 
clared that the reforms under considera- | 
tion were suitable and sufficient, he con- 
fessed, before he gave his assent to that, 
he would like to see what the reforms 
were, Hon. Members who had listened 
towhat had taken place the other day, or 
who had read the speeches, would realise 
that there was a grave situation to deal 
with in India; but that must not deter | 


the system 
1 
} 
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them from holding fast to the only clue 
out of the difficulty. Speaking at this 
time last year, Lord Morley, then Mr. 
Morley, used these words— 

“ Criticism on the attitude of Lord Minto and 
His Majesty’s Government leaves out of account 


the fact that Lord Minto did not come quite 
into a haven of serenity and peace.” 


Revenue Accounts. 


No one in that Assembly at present 
knew that so well as he himself did. He 
had said last year, that the Secretary of 
State would have been better advised 
if he had a little more lifted the curtain 
and taken the public into his con- 
fidence, and he was of that opinion 
still. The Government two years ago 
found a state of things internally 
in India which formed a heritage to which 
few viceroys had succeeded. The reason 
for that, if anybody wanted to know 
it, he would find by going into the 
library and reading the speech of 
Lord Curzon, made in the House of 
Lords, the other day. He who read it 
would see the spirit out of which these 
difficulties arose. Mr. Morley went on 
to say— 

** Our policy was to compose the unexampled 

conditions of the controversy and confusion by 
which we were faced.” 
A situation had been created which 
required very grave and patient hand- 
ling, and the country owed a great deal 
to the firmness, patience, and sympathy 
of Lord Morley when he went to the India 
Office. He did not put himself into the 
hands of the chief officials as other 
Liberals had sometimes done when they 
went to the. India Office. That was all 
he thought that he need say. The 
situation was grave. It called for a very 
cool head, a firm and even temper, but, 
above all, a courageous adherence to the 
principles of reform. He had read with 
the greatest delight these words of Lord 
Minto— 

‘*No anarchical crime will deter me from 
endeavouring to meet as best I can the political 
aspirations of honest reformers.” 

That was very fine language for a man 
in his position, for they knew what it 
was for a Governor-General in Simla 
and in Caleutta to say those words before 
those by whom he was surrounded. Lord 
Minto might fairly be compared for cool- 
ness of head, tenacity of purpose and 
warm sympathies with a great people, 
40 his. great protecesior who, to his 
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immortal honour, earned the sobriquet ; these accounts, but was one on which 
of “Clemency Canning.” To a certain | the right hon. Gentleman was perhaps able 
extent this discussion on reforms was|to give them some information. Hach 
a little premature that evening. In| native state of India incurred a not 
order to obtain full information they | inconsiderable yearly expenditure for 
wanted 3 the Report of the Hobhouse | Imperial purposes. There was what 
Commission, and the views both of the | was called the Military Transport Corps 
Government of India and the India| maintained exclusively out of native 
Office. He earnestly hoped that the | state funds for the exclusive use of the 
Report would be circulated during the Imperial Government. In addition there 
autumn session, and that they would} were the Imperial Lancers, maintained 
then be afforded an opportunity of going | hy the native states in the same way 
into the whole matter thoroughly. It| and for the same purpose. He had had 
had always seemed to him of far more | an opportunity of learning that this 
importance that the head of the ship | new form of impost was resented very 
should be turned in the right direction | strongly in at least some of the most 
than that the speed at which it travelled | progressive native states. It had its 
should be high. It had been turned | origin —- this was his information — in 
in a very different direction directly | a good-natured offer on behalf of one 
Lord Morley took his present position | of the native rulers at a time when there 
on llth December, 1905. They knew) was threatened trouble with Russia, 
Lord Morley’s mind ; he was sure that | and what was then a voluntary offer of 
neither he nor his efficient Under- | help on his part to the Imperial Govern- 
Secretary would swerve in any shape| ment had become practically a com- 
or degree with reference to the direction | pulsory charge on those native states for 
in which the ship should continue to| all time to come. It hampered these 
be directed. That being so, he was | native states seriously in many directions ; 
certain they might rely on the earnest 


and he would express the hope that 
and whole-hearted support of the House | pow that the menace, or alleged menace 
and the country. 


|from Russia, which had been used up 
to the present in regard to the safety 
of India had been removed, this impost 


; | upon the native states of India would 
tion to the speech of the Under-Secretary | shortly be dispensed with. Then in 


for India. The surplus which he hed ‘regard to education. It was a great 
been able to declare in connection with | satisfaction, he was sure, to everyone 
the Budget indicated that so far as the | to find that the expenditure upon edu- 
financal state of the Government of India | cation this vear or in the vear coming 
was concerned all appeared to be well. | was shown bv the sudget to have in- 
The right hon. Gentleman had spoken of | creased. The increase however was far 
the military expenditure as one of the | from being sufficient to meet the re- 
items which had been growing in India, and | quirements of the case. The most that 
it was only a very modified hope that | could be said for it was that it was a 
he had held out that it would be reduced. step in the right direction. The edu- 
During the last eight years the military | cational needs of India were very great, 
expenditure accounted for in the Indian | and what was further, the desire for edu- 
Budget had gone up from just over | cation was very great among the Indian 
£14,000,000 to £20,750,000—an increase | ryots. One of the sights which he never 
of £6,500,000 during that period. That | failed to see when he was visiting the 
in itself was a very serious item, and, if| villages away from the big towns, was 
he might be allowed to express an opinion, | the local village school, and it was most 
not a little of the growing unrest in India | gratifying to him to find that, although 
was due to the growth of the spirit cf | the parents of the children were charged 
militarism, as represented in the Bud-| fees which, considering their position, 
get by the growing expenditure on the | were considerable, yet those fees were 
Army. But there was one item which | paid cheerfully. The children would 
the Under-Secretary had not referred | go four or five miles in a morning to 
to, and which was not dealt with in| attend school. And there were some 

Mr. Ellis. 

















'*Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) | 


said he had listened with some satisfac- 
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cases in which the village schoolmaster | and he would like to take that opportunity 
out of his fifteen rupees “monthly salary | | of heartily and cordially endorsing what 
would pay the fees of children whose | the Under-Secretary had said about the 
parents were too poor to pay them them- | humane activiiies and the practical work 


selves, in order to enable the children 
to get the advantages of the education 
afforded. 
thought that the Government would do 
well to be a little more generous in its 
expenditure upon education and edu- 
cational requirements. 
enter upon the question of the quality 
of the education given, further than to 
say that he agreed in toto with the criti- 
cisms which had been offered as to its 
exclusively literary character. That criti- 
cism, by the way, applied to our own 
country as wellas to India. Unquestion- 
ably there was a greater need in India for a 
more all-round education than was at 
present given. One of the very pathetic 
sides of India was to be seen in its decaying 
hand industries. 
ment from the Government, and with a 
little stimulus to education they might 
preserve most of these hand industries 
which represented a phase of the people’s 
life which should not be allowed to die. 
It was matter to him for regret that the 
handloom was being superseded by 
machinery, 
to what was being done 
in the State of 
teunt was thrown 
at him that Mysore owed 
vanced state to its fifty 
tuition under British rule. As it hap- 
pened, the State of Baroda which was 
never under British rule, was even more 
advanced, educationally, than was 
Mysore itself. In Mysore, free com- 
pulsory 
and would shortly come into effect. 
Baroda, 
and compulsory, but the 
needs of the pariah children were attended 
to, and the Government in Baroda 
set apart a certain proportion of its civil 
appointments for the exclusive use of 
children of pariah parents educated in 
the State schools. A native State, able 
to do that, set an example which the 
British Government could well afford 
to follow. Surely if we held India 
for the good of the Indian people we 
should not be content to lag behind | 
asmall native State. He was very in- 


education 
and the 
the floor 

its ad- 


for 
Mysore, 


across 


But 


Under these circumstances he | 


He would not | 


With a little encourage- | 


that was being done by Sir John Hewitt, 
the Governor of the United Provinces, 
whose work was of a kind which marked 
him out as one of the type of men whom 
India needed to develop it along higher 
lines. But while that was true of the 
United Provinces and of famine, there 
was still much requiring to be done 
to break down the ravages which plague 
and disease in its various forms was 
increasingly making. An alarming fea- 
ture of the outbreak of plague and 
cholera in recent years had been its con- 
tinuity, and its increasing virulence. 
He was delighted to learn that there was 
this year a very heavy reduction in the 
death rate and he prayed it might con- 
tinue, and that at length the disease had 
been mastered. But the fact remained, 


| that for the last decade of the last century 


He had previously referred | 


years of | 


the average death rate from this pre- 


ventible cause was over a million a 
year, and during the seven years 
which had elapsed of the present 
century the death-rate had averaged 


more than 1,000,000 a year. That was 
a very serious state of affairs. At Poona 
he found the disease was being grappled 
with because, in spite of the opposition 
of one of the chief officials of the district, 
the authorities had called into co-opera- 
tion a native committee to assist them 


|in dealing with the plague and the 


education had been promised, | 


not only was education free | 
educational | 





remedies for it. Beneficial results were 
accruing, and the example was one which 
could be recommended to other parts 
of India. They heard much of the 


causes of the unrest in India, but the 
real cause, though there were others 


which had contributed, had been the 
hope deferred of the native Indians. 
Time and time again they had had 
legislation passed and reforms promised, 
and some reforms the Viceroy or the 
Provincial Governor had done what 
he could to inaugurate. But over and 
over again the promise which had 
looked so fair to the eye had been blasted 
to the hope, and as a consequence they 
had this gathering volume of unrest in 
India culminating in those recent acts 
| which every friend of India must deplore, 


connected with bomb outrages. If the 


terested in the remarks about famine, | [pdia Office, with, he hoped, “the full ap- 
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proval and sympathetic support of the 


Indian Government, was determined to | 


limit the excessive official yinterference 
with the natives, to associate Indians 
more and more with the administration 
of the country, and generally, both 
legislatively and administratively, to 
bring the people more into touch with 
Indian affairs, unquestionably the dawn 
of a new and brighter era was about to 
break in that distracted country. The 
mover of the Motion had played the 
part of a Mahatme in professing to know 
the future, and had expressed approval 
of reforms which had not yet been 
formulated. In so far as they had been 
formulated they were not of a kind 
which either the Liberal or the Labour 
side of the House could by any possibility 
accept with satisfaction. They were 
in most respects quite reactionary. 


He hoped he would be in order in referring 
to a personal matter. The hon. Member 
who moved the Motion was good enough 
to refer to him and others in a way that 
had been common since his visit to India 
by persons in more or less official and 
high positions. He was not the only Mem- 
ber of the House who had assumed that 
certain things alleged to have been 
said by himself were necessarily correct 
because they had appeared in the Press. 
On two separate occasions Lord Cromer 
in another place had referred to state- 
ments attributed to him, and Lord 
Curzon had seemed on a recent occasion 
to be referring to the same thing. A 
good deal of sympathy had been expended 
on those Indian officials who were likely 
to be misrepresented and abused with- 
out cause by the native Press and by 
wandering agitators in India. More 
harm, however, was done to the cause 
of British rule in India by the unsvym- 
pathetic, cavilling spirit represented in 
the speech of the hon. Member who 
moved this Motion, and bv the r¢gime 
of Lord Curzon, than by all the seditious 
writings and all the native Press put 
together. Calcutta one morning was 
astonished to find that he had been 
preaching sedition in India and libelling 
the Anglo-Indian officials. 
itself knew nothing about it, and until 
the news was telegraphed out from 
London neither the officials in Calcutta 
nor the able journalists who conducted 


Mr, Keir Hardie, 


{COMMONS} 
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| the Anglo-Indian Press were aware of 
/what he was supposed to have been 
‘doing. What was the statement which 
| appeared to set the heather on fire, not 


only in Great Britain, but as he sub- 
sequently discovered, all round the 


British Empire? The Times in a lead- 
ing article on October 2nd, 1907, stated 
that— 

** The Bengali newspapers assert that he has 
declared the condition of Eastern Bengal to be 
worse than that of Russia, and that the atro-. 
cities which officials commit there wou! caused 
more horror in this country, were they known, 
than the Turkish outrages in Armenia.” 


The Pressman who sent the cable home 


| was challenged on the spot by five of 


his brother journalists, all Englishmen, 
and two of them English Conservatives, 
to produce his authority for the state- 
ment. He was unable to do so. The 
statement was a pure concoction. The 
man who made it had such a reputation 
for misleading the public at home con- 
cerning affairs in India that several of 
his brother journalists in Calcutta, prior 
to this incident, sent a warning note to 
the editors of papers here to be on their 
guard against statements emanating 
from him. One or two of the news- 
papers had the decency and the good 


taste to apologise for having assumed 
the statement to be true. But despite 
that, although 
took an interest in politics was aware 
that the statement was a fabrication, 
hon. Members of that House, and still 
more remarkable numbers in another 
place, were not above accepting the unsup- 
ported testimony of this one discredited 
journalist and placing it against all the 
responsible authorities and journalists 
in Caleutta and other parts of India. 
He was prepared to abide by what the 


every schoolboy who 


Viceroy said in regard to his general 
conduct. He was not troubled about a 


personal matter concerning his own 
reputation, but when his alleged savings 
were used to prejudice people at home 
against the people of India he thought 


it necessary to make the truth known. 


There was one aspect of the revenue 
which was to him a matter of 
satisfaction and that was the decrease 
in the revenue from opium. At the 
same time there was a danger that the 
prohibition of the use of opium might 
encourage the use of other drugs of a 


great 
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At Singapore | 


he visited an opium den, and he saw sub- | 


sequently morphia victims who were liter- 
ally covered with sores from head to foot, 
and this was a far more pitiable spectacle 
than that which was presented by the 
users of opium. Therefore, it was neces- 
uty that they should be on their guard 
to see that in suppressing the one evil 
they did not create even a greater one. 
Another pot he wished to refer to was 
the increase in the revenue from the 
sale of liquor. During the past ten 
years the increase had been £5,000,000, 
and that increase appeared to be still going 
on. It had been said that this was a 
proof of the prosperity of the Indian 
people, but he would like a little further 
explanation on that point. As a rule 
people did not drink to excess when they 
comfortably off and well-to-do. 
It was when they were miserable that 
they tried to drown their sorrows in 
liquor, and it would be found that those 
villages of India where the local toddv 


were 


shops carried on the most successful 
trade in liquor were those in which 
poverty and destitution were without 


parallel in any part of the world. He 
would quote to the House some figures 
had been supplied to him by a 
gentleman, Rev. Herbert Anderson, who 
was at the head of a deputation which 
waited upon him in Calcutta, and who was 
the president of the temperance asso la- 
tion there. These figures dealt with 
Bengal exclusively, and they showed 
that the revenue from the sale of spirits 
and liquors for the year 1905-6 was 
£1,100,000, and that was an increase of 
£73,000 over the preceding vear. The 
last published accounts for the year 
1906-7 showed an increase in the sale 
of liquor of over £48,000. That state 
of things in a nation where the use of 
intoxicating liquors was condemned by 
all forms of religion Was very 


wh ( h 


se rious. 


He agreed with the suggestion , made 
by Mr. ogra that one necessary 
step to take to have this evil. ke “pt in 


check was to nats ite the revenue froin 
the licensing function. At the 
time they were both in one Department, 
and, without maligning anyone, he 
thought he might say that it naturally 
followed that “the revenue officer was 
likely to be more active in extorting 
Tevenue than in acting as a temper nee 


present 
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reformer anxious to kee» down drunken- 
ness. He thought the separation of 
those two departments would go a long 
way towards removing the pressure 
which was brought to bear in various 
ways to increase the sale of liquor in 
India in order to increase the revenue. 
That was a matter which demanded the 
serious attention of the Government 
both in this country and in India and 
one which he hoped would not be over- 
looked. Now he came to the reforms 
which were in process of being elaborated. 
The need for reforms in India was a 
question which was no longer in dispute. 
Those who had followed the debate in 
another place would see that their Lord- 
ships were practically unanimous in 
saying that reforms of some kind were 
imperatively needed in India. Perhaps 
he might be allowed to say a word or two 
upon what he considered was a very 
important cause of the unrest pre- 
vailing in India; he referred to the 
partition of Bengal. It was admitted 
that much of that unrest was due to the 
way in which the partition was brought 
about, and in this connection he re- 
marked that not the least interesting 
incident in the recent debate in another 
place was the way in which everybody 
tried to evade responsibility for the 
partition. Lord Curzon quoted a tele- 
gram showing how the partition was 
forced upon him by the India Office, and 
the representative of the India Office 
replied that Lord Curzon insisted upon it, 
and the India Office agreed to it in order 
to humour him. The point he wished 
to make was that reform was 
necessary in connection with the partition 
of Bengal. The particular form of 
partition which — been made was not 
only opposed by the Hindoo population 
of Bengal but ph from its inception by 
the Mahomedan population and by the 
civil authorities from the Governor 
downwards. Surely there was at least a 
case for inquiry here. ‘The present parti- 
tion, geographically and otherwise, was 
not the best, and as to this point there 
was no dispute. The only justification 
put forward for it was that it gave to the 
Mahomedan population a sphere of 
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some 


influence in Eastern Bengal, that the 
Mahomedan people were now m a 


majority under the partition, and that 
to interfere with the existing partition 
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might take away from them that 
majority. But surely the Government 
of India was not to be driven to the 
necessity of offending the Hindu popula- 


tion in order to maintain the 
Mahomedans in a majority. He would 
appeal with all the power at his 


command to the Secretary of State 
for india not to consider this question 
a closed book. If partition was an 
accomplished fact, at least they should 
see to it that the boundaries were 
80 adjusted as not to give unnecessary 
vause of offence to a great number of 
loyal and law-abiding people. In regard 
to the reforms themselves, he had arrived 
at the conclusion that no matter what 
was done for India there could be no real 
pacification, no allaying of discontent, 
no breaking down of the barrier rising 
between European and Asiatic, until the 
people of India had some effective form 
of self-government. In the Civil depart- 
ments the more highly paid positions were 
practically closed against the natives. 
The hon. Member for Montgomery had said 
that in Bengal there was no_ position 
which could not be held by a native. 


*Mr. REES: I said which had not 
been held and could not be held agaii. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE said there was 
not a single native employed in the 
salt department with a salary over 
800 rupees a month. The higher posi- 
tions were all reserved for Europeans. 
In the Customs Department the line 
was drawn at 700 rupees. 


Mr. REES indicated dissent. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE said the figures 


he was quoting were given by a 
native member of the  Vicerov’s 
r . . ae 
Council in the Budget debate in 
~ mm ‘ 
1905. That speech was made in the 


presence of the Viceroy himself and 
his officials, and as far as he could 
ascertain no one had controverted it. 
In the Public Works Department. it 
was 1,200 rupees. The natives of India 
were barred from these higher positions. 
Formerly the natives came here and 
sat for examination with the view to 
obtaining these positions, but the number 
‘ppointed was so very small that they 
0 longer troubled to come. They 


Mr. Keir Hardie, 
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asked that simultaneous examinations 
should be held in India and in England. 
There was one reform which he would 
suggest as thoroughly practicable, and 
he thought it was one with which most 
members would be inclined to sym- 
pathise. There were two branches of 
the Civil Service in India—the Pro- 
vincial and the Imperial. The lower 
paid positions belonged to the former 
and the higher paid to the latter. Surely 
it would be possible to adopt a system 
whereby the Provincial Civil servents 
might, after a certain number of years 
service, and after proving that they 
were qualified, rise to the higher service. 
That would give young men who were 
capable administrators something to look 
forward to. At present they knew 
that once they had entered the Pro- 
vineial service, the higher service was 
closed to them for all time coming. 
That was a question which might be 
considered by the India Office. In 
regard to the legislative department. he 
suggested that the whole system by 
which members were appointed to the 
various councils should reformed. 
The Under-Secretary had referred to 
the growing cost to the people of official 
charges. It was a well-known fact 
that the Law Courts were becoming one 
of the most grievous burdens with 
which the people of India were afflicted. 
He was casting no reflection on the 
Courts; he was stating a fact which 
everybody knew in India. The habit 
of going to law had become so prevalent, 
and the law’s delays so costly, that 
the obtaining of justice in India had 
become a serious matter. Under the old 
condition of things each village had its 
own council. These councils still existed 
in some villages. He suggested a restora- 
tion of the old village council, that it 
should be popularly elected and en- 
trusted with certain well-defined powers 
in the trial of civil cases up to a certain 
amount in small petty disputes. These 
councils should also have the control of 
the village school of irrigation, grazing 
lands, and woods and forests within their 
borders. The charges for woods, grazing 
lands, fishing licences, and this, that, 
and the other charge, did not exist until 
a few years ago. These charges were 
grievous in themselves, but it sometimes 


happened that a piece of land which had 


be 
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been from time immemorial grazing land Bengal three-fourths of the members of 
was suddenly declared to be forest land | the local council were elected by popular 


by the Imperial Government, and people 
whose cattle strayed on the land were 
fined for trespass. If these lands were 
placed under the village council the people 
would have a real interest in the admini- 
stration of their own affairs. 
been blamed for saying, but he repeated 
here, that the ryots of India in intelligence 
and in capacity for looking after their 
own affairs would compare favourably 
with our agricultural population at 
home. They had no book learning, 
they did not know much about Western 
science, but in all that affected themselves 
they had a shrewd practical knowledge 
which reminded him of the Scottish 
farmer at his best. They could be quite 
safely trusted with those things. From 


those village councils they could elect | 


district councils, and the districts councils 
in turn could elect the provincial councils. 


In this way the whole superstructure of | 
Indian administration would rest upon | 


popular election, and the people would | 


be given a real control over their affairs. 
At present the provincial councils were 


practically passive, they had no power | 


to move amendments on the Budget. 


Provided that enlarged powers were | 


given to the provincial councils, the young 
men of India who were imbibing our 
Western ideas would have an outlet for 
their energies and scope for the exercise 
of their ability which would keep them out 
of the way of wandering agitators and 
other pestilent and pestiferous persons. 


*Vr. REES asked what the hon. Member 
would do in the event of the Government 
being defeated in a provincial council. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE said he was not | 


. | which they would be compelled to work 
proposing that the Government should | f : 


be left in a minority on the provincial 
councils, He would be prepared to give 
the Government a small majority, 
though there should be freedom in the 
council to move amendments on the 
Budget and to deal with other questions. 
It was on these lines that he ventured 
to hope that the reforms, when they came 
to be hammered out, would take shape. 
It had been said that owing to the 
diversity of castes and creeds they could 
not have popular elections. He denied 
that statement. 


| vote. In Bombay one-half of the mem- 
| bers, and in Madras the whole of the 
members, were nominated. In all the 
| big cities and towns of India there were 
| popularly - elected town councils. 


He had | 


*Mr. REES: Of lawyers. 

*Mr. KEIR HARDIE said that that 
| cid not matter ; they were elected by a 
| popular vote. If the hon. Member was 
going to say that lawyers were not fit to 
represent the common people, there was 
some reforming to bedonein the House of 
Commons. He could quote a number of 
cases to show that people of different castes 
'and creeds could unite at elections to 
secure the return of certain members. He 
would give one illustration. The city of 
Benares was the holy city of the Hindus, 
|and the facts he was about to state were 
made on the authority of the town clerk, 
who was himself a native Christian. In 
that city there was not a single ward in 
which the Mahomedans had a majority 
of electors. There were nineteen mem- 
bers elected by popular vote to serve on 


the council. Of that number twelve 
were Hindus and seven were Mahom- 
edans. The same thing was found all 


over the country. In Madras a provincial 
member was being elected when he was 
there. Madras was a Hindu province, 
83 per cent. of its people being Hindus, 
The Hindu organisation brought forward 


'a Mahomedan gentleman who was sub- 


At the present time in | 


sequently elected to represent them. 
The talk about caste and creed was 
greatly exaggerated, and if 1t was desired 
to break down caste prejudices the best 
method was to give the people some form 
of popular representation in regard to 


together for the common good. The 
present moment was doubly serious for 
this country in connection with India 
from every point of view. It was. not 
merely that unrest was growing in India ; 
unrest was growing throughout the whole 
of the East. There was trouble in Turkey 
and Persia, there was the great awakening 
in Japan, and there was the develop- 
ment taking place in China. India, after 
all, had more affinity with the East than 
with the West, despite 150 years of 
European occupation. The Hindus and 
Mahomedans with whom he came in 
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contact were kindly 

people. The Hindus in 

were very much maligned, but if they 
had one fault greater than another | 
it was their submissive loyalty. 


Those natives who were kindly affectioned, 
well-meaning, responsive to sympathy, 
having no higher ambition in life than 
to live loyal under the British Flag, were 
being treated as pariahs. We had respon- 
sibilities not only to the people of 
India, but also in the face of Europe ; 
for if unrest was spread throughout India 
a conflagration might one day break out 
in China, Japan, and even nearer home, 
which would set India ablaze and burn up 
the last vestige of British rule. The people 
there would be loyal if they felt that 


India 
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well-intentioned | anticipated the situation which now 
particular | existed, and which was growing more 


acute day by day. The result of that 
system was that all the large towns of 
were flooded with young men, 
educated up toa certain standard, by an 


| education which had the effect of con- 
| firming them in their belief, though no 
| doubt unintentionally so, that manual 


‘or to Government employment. 


their grievances were being acknowledged | 
and redressed ; but repression of legiti- 


mate reforms and a denial or postpone- 
ment of what they had been led by pro- 
clamations by the Crown, by the promises 
of Ministers, and by speeches in their mids 
to believe were their rights as British 
subjects, would produce that feeling of 
hopeless despair which bred discontent 
and disloyalty and menaced the unity o! 
the Indian Empire. 


Mr. MACCAW (Down, W.) said that, 
as one who had spent some vears in India, 
he would like to say a few words in thi 
debate. In the first place he desired to 
record, in common with previous speakers, 
and indeed with all who had any interest 
in the greatest of all our Dependencies, 
how much he deplored the present con- 
dition of affairs in certain parts of that 
country, and the attitude of a certain, 
though he would fain believe only a small 
portion, of our native fellow-subjects. 
The feeling of unrest which undoubtedly 
existed had arisen from various causes, 
for most of which we, as the ruling race, 
could not be held accountable ; 
were others which he thought were the 


tion of education, for instance, which was 
now under discussion. 
many years ago now, to establish a 
system of higher education in India, he 
wondered if it ever entered into the minds 


labour was degrading, and which quite 
unfitted them for earning their liveli- 
hood by the which their 
fathers and _ forefathers adopted, 
with the consequence that their ambi- 
tions and thoughts were wholly turned, 
either towards the learned professions 
The 
opportunities in both these walks in life 
were of necessity limited, with the result 
that numbers of educated and to 
some extent qualified men were thrown 


means 


(on the world without occupation of any 


kind, a sure hotbed of trouble in any 
country. The list was being added to 


iyear by year, and the position was un- 


but there | 


doubtedly becoming a somewhat serious 
one in this respect. Natura!ly these idle 
men became more or less discontented 
with their lot, and he was afraid in many 
cases harboured resentment against those 
who, quite unintentionally, had placed 
them in the anomalous position which they 
or cupied. What was to be the remedy 
for this state of affairs, it was somewhat 
difficult to formulate. The suggestion 
had been put forward that the 
opportunities for University education 
should be very materially curtailed, 
but he did not believe that that idea 
would commend itself to many thinking 
men of the present day. One of the 
most important of our many duties in 
fnilia was to see that our fellow-subjects 

had placed at their disposal 
freely and lavishly all that Western 
knowledge could impart, and he trusted 


there 


| that this would be recognised so long 
direct and logical outcome of our own | 
deliberate acts. He might take the ques- | 


When we decided, | 


of those responsible what, as time went | 
on, was likely to be the result of their | 


action. He did not think that even the 
most far-seeing amongst them could have 


Mr. Keir ITardie. 


as England remained the paramount 
power in the government of that country. 
He had no claims beyond those of an 
ordinary observer to speak on the sub- 
ject of education, but he thought the 
general consensus of opinion appeared to 
be that our whole system there had been, 
and still was, far too much of a literary, 
as opposed to a practical character, and 
in this direction he thought most people 


' were agreed a great change was required, 
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Technical instruction must receive much 


greater attention than had been the case | 


in the past. In improved methods of 
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of the gravest anxiety, but he was only 
stating what was common knowledge 
when he said that all well-wishers of 


. | ° e 
agriculture alone a vast field lay open to | India, both native and European, would 
the educated Indian, and there were few | join in condemning in the strongest 
crops now being produced which could | possible manner the spirit of disorder 


not be doubled and trebled in quantity 


scientific cultivation to be applied. In 
this work, occupations might be found 
for thousands of young men who, under 
the present system of education, had no 
career Open to them beyond a struggle 
for existence in the overcrowded sphere of 
Government employment. With the as- 
pirations of educated Indians to the 
fullest share possible in the Government 
of their country, he: had nothing but the 
warmest sympathy, but even the most 
sympathetic mind beyond 
question that there were limits in this 
direction. So long as England remained 
responsible to India as a whole for the 
great trust which she had undertaken, 
the supreme control of 
remain vested in men of English race. 
The vast interests committed to her care 
were so complex and so varied, and at 
times so conflicting, in their character, 
that none but most impartial adminis- 
trators could be considered as qualified 
to do them proper justice. 
sideration alone, even if there were no 
others, which he was far from saying, 
must effectively dominate the situa- 
tion for very many years to come. 
At the same time there was, he thought, 
a strong desire on all sides amongst 
Europeans in India, that capable natives 
should be associated as much as possible 
with the Government of that country. 


must see 


affairs must 


A great deal had already been done in | 


this direction, but it was generally 
recognised that the time had come when 


a further step forward might be taken, | 


and the Government scheme which was 
at ‘present under consideration for the 
enlargement of the Imperial and Pro- 
vincial Councils was awaited 
considerable amount of expectation, 
although it was felt than any advances 
of this nature must be gradual and in 
revolutionary. He thought 
it was incumbent on all Members of the 
House to refrain from saving one word 
which might have the effect,of aggra- 
vating the condition of affairs*out there 
at the present moment, a position full 


no sense 


| there was a 


with a/| 


|which had been manifesting itself in 
and value, were recognised systems of | 


certain quarters during the past twelve 


|or eighteen months, culminating in the 
| dastardly outrages which had been per- 


petrated quite recently. There could, 
he thought, be no two opinions worthy 


| the attention of any right-minded man, 


as to the imperative course open to any 
Government when called upon to deal 
with a state of affairs such as had been 
shown to exist. Law and order must 
be maintained at all hazards and at all 
risks, and whether the offences were 
incitement to disorder, or disorder itself, 
the punishment must be equally swift and 
sure. The two measures recently passed 
by the Government of India for the 
suppression of bomb manufactures, and 
the more effective control of the Press, 
had not been placed on the Statute- 
book one moment too soon; indeed, 
strong feeling amongst 
many well qualified to judge that the 


| latter measure had been far too long 
| delayed, and that if the incitements to 
This con- | 


outrage and other evils which existed 


| had been dealt with strongly in their 


earlier stages, they would long ere this 
have been effectually stamped out. 
Liberty was not licence, and both the 
liberty of the Press and the liberty of 
the subject were seriously imperilled 


when anarchy was permitted to spread 


rampant throughout the land. He re- 
joiced to see that many of the well- 
known and leading native gentlemen 


| had spoken out with no uncertain sound 


on this question, and were giving the 
Government their full support. One 
of the great dangers to be apprehended, 
if the lawlessness which at present 
| existed were not put down with a strong 
hand, was the effect it would have on the 
trade and internal development of the 
country. In commercial circles in Lon- 
don the difficulty of raising capital for 
investment in Indian industrial enter- 
prises had long been recognised. This, 
he thought, had its origin in the times 
when the flunctuations in rates of ex- 
change between India and England 
| were violent and extreme, and men who 
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sent money out to India could form no 
accurate idea as to what rate it would 
be returned. Thanks to the wise measures 
taken by the Government of India, 
some few years ago, a much more stable 
condition of exchange had of late been 
established, though the effects of the old 
feeling of insecurity had not yet entirely 
passed away in some financial quarters. 
Another cause which had contributed in 
no small degree to keep British capital 
from flowing towards India, was the 
very unsympathetic attitude adopted 
by the Government of India towards 
all commercial undertakings. The long 
delay on the part of the Government 
in answering correspondence, and the 
mass of red tape formalities which had 
to be gone through, before any per- 
mission could be obtained to do anything 
towards opening up the country, so 
disgusted the enterprising capitalist that 
he entirely refused to have anything 
to do with the place, and became willing 
to lend his money for investment in 
any part of the globe rather than India. 
The fact was that up till quite recently 
there was no one connected with the 
Indian Government who had the slightest 
knowledge of commercial matters, and 
merchants were in a sense tolerated 
rather than encouraged. The appoint- 
ment of a commercial member of the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council, initiated 
a year or two ago by Lord Curzon, 
was decidedly a step in the right direction, 
as indicating that the Government of 
India were abandoning their former 
position of aloofness, and that they 
now recognised the responsibility which 
was on them to foster trade in every 
possible manner. It was to be hoped 
that some arrangement would be come 
to by which frequent changes in the 
holding of this office would be avoided, 


so that the member might always be | 


well in touch with all the commercial 
requirements of the country. This im- 
provement in the attitude of the Indian 
Government towards trade generally 
must, if continued, have ere long a 
good effect on the minds of British 
capitalists, but he would like to utter 
and emphasise a warning that if the 
idea was allowed to get abroad that 
law and order and security of property 
were not being rigorously maintained, 
the better financial feeling which was 
Mr. MacCaw. 
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being gradually built up would rapidly 
be swept away, and the development 
of India retarded for years to come. 
One of the most important of all the 
matters engaging the attention at the 
present time of those interested in India 
was the question of railways. It was 
one which affected the whole country 
and everyone living in the country, 
Rapid and cheap means of transport 
were a necessity in any country, and 
more particularly so in a vast area like 
India, where distances were so great 
and where the material transported 
was for the most part of small value, 
compared to its bulk. The pressing 
need at the moment was not so much 
the opening out of new lines, though 
this was, of course, a matter that must 
be steadily pursued, but the proper 
equipment of lines which already existed. 
For years past the outcry had been 
great against the immense dislocation 
of trade which occurred season after 
season, in consequence of the shortness 
of rolling stock available for moving 
the produce of the countrv. To his 
own knowledge the coal trade of Bengal, 
which had come rapidly to the front 
of late years, and which was capable 
of infinite expansion if properly 
encouraged, was being most seriously 
retarded by the want of waggons to 
transport the coal from the mines in 
the interior to the places of consumption 
or ports of shipment. Continual protests 
were being made in the Viceroy’s Council, 
at meetings of Chambers of Commerce, 
and by private representation, but all 
with no effect, and the state of affairs 
at the moment was as badas, if not worse 
than, it had ever been. The general 
system of management seemed to be 
at fault. He did not mean the indi- 
vidual management of the lines them- 
selves, for in most cases this seemed to 
be quite efficient, those in charge being 
a really capable and hard working 
body of men, but the general system 
of control, which was exercised by the 
Government itself, seriously needed re- 
vision. A few years ago, in consequence 
of severe criticism, a railway board, 
composed of experts, was established 
at headquarters and great things were 
at first expected of it, but greater still 
had been the disappointment. The true 
explanation he believed was that it 
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had never had any real power, and 
those composing the board had always 
been kept too much in a subordinate 
position. The magnitude of the interest 
in railways was such as to warrant its 
being made into a separate Department 
of Government, with a free hand and 
a seat on the Viceroy’s Executive Council 
being given to the chairman of the 
board. If this were done and full 
provision made in each year’s Budget 
for railway requirements, there would 
then be some probability of the urgent 
neels of the mercantile community 
and of the country receiving that satis- 
faction which had been so long denied 
to them. This was a matter which 
he desired to bring most strongly to 
the attention of the Secretary of State. 
jut all the arrangements which the 
skill of man could devise were of little 
value. to India, unless backed up by 
favourable climatic conditions. The one 
great requisite essential to make the 
land prosperous, and the bulk of its 
people happy and contented was a 
plentiful supply of rain, properly dis- 
tributed, and falling in its appointed 
season. This was all that was really 
necessary to secure a bountiful harvest, 
and with a full yield of food crops the 
country could never be considered as 
poor. He rejoiced to see that so far 
this season the progress of the monsoon 
had been satisfactory, and he trusted 
that its continuance would soon drive 
from the land that gaunt spectre of 
famine which had been threatening 
some parts of the country for so many 
months past. With a plentiful supply 
of food, and freedom from turnmoil 
and unrest, the future of India could 
only be considered as full of hope and 
promise. 


*sir HERBERT ROBERTS (Den- 
hbighshire, W.) said he had listened with 
great pleasure to the hon. Gentleman 
who had shown his knowledge of the 
wants of India, and also his sympathy 
with the legitimate aspirations of the 
people there. The hon. Member for 
Merthyr had referred to the alarming 
increase of revenue derived from the 
consumption of liquor in India. That 
subject had been noticed by those in- 
terested in India for many years. A 
deputation of Members of Parliament 
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and others interested in the subjecs 
waited on the Secretary of State for 
India in August last, and the Memo- 
randum had been forwarded to the Indian 
Government on the subject. He hoped 
the answer of the Indian Government 
would soon arrive and that the Govern- 
ment would be prepared to lay it upon 
the Table of the House. Everybody 
would recognise that the discussions 
on Indian affairs were far too limited 
in the House, but until some scheme of 
devolution of the business of the House 
was brought into operation he was afraid 
more time would not be able to be given to 
them. It was a gratifying sign that 
more interest was taken in the House 
in Indian matters than used to be the 
In certain quarters it was thought 
that the discussion of Indian affairs in 
the House of Commons was injurious 
to the Government of India, but so 
long as we lived under a democratic 
form of Government it was inevitable 
that the House of Commons should take 
interest in all matters relating to India. 
In his opinion nothing but good could 
come from discussions conducted in the 
spirit in which the debate that day had 
been carried on in relation to Indian affairs. 
The House of Commons had shown a true 
instinct in relation to the critical state 
of affairs in India in the various matters 
that had been brought before it in the 
debate. He would like to join hon. 
Members, especially the right hon. Mem- 
ber for Rusheliffe, in the expression 
of their sense of admiration of the way 
in which the Secretary of State for India 
had in face of enormous difficulties pur- 
sued his way in Indian affairs. The 
noble Lord had moved forward neces- 
sarily slowly but steadily towards the 
goal he set before him when he took upon 
himself the responsibility of adminis- 
tering the affairs of that Empire. He 
had done it in such a way as to merit 
the confidence of both sides of the House. 
When the time came to write the history 
of his administration it would be seen how 
deeply the noble Lord’s mind had been 
written on the life of the future of India. 
At present we were in the midst of what 
was called a crisis and it was our present 
duty to consider what our action should 
be. The last twenty years had been an 
interesting epoch in the history of India. 


case. 





In the preliminary parts of the circular 
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issued by the Government of Simla it 
was pointed out that everything was 
changed in India; that education had 
taken great strides forward, and that 
the number of scholars now learning 
English had been doubled. Those who 
had studied the history of India 
would have come to the conclusion that 


{COMMONS} 





India had been accustomed during cen- | 


turies to be governed by a 


number of people whose intellect and 


small | 


culture fitted them for that purpose, | 


and he ventured to submit that history 


would repeat itself in the growing power | 


of educated India of to-day. 
tary of State, in a speech delivered a 
short time ago, referred to the exis- 
tence in India of two parties—the 


The Secre- | 


moderate party and the extreme party. | 


He thought it would be more correct 
to say that there were three parties 
connected with political agitation in 


India. At the beginning of the twenty 
years period referred to, there was 


only one »arty pledged to constitutional 


methods in India; but, owing to the delay | 


in securing reforms, another party grew 
up, and the movement in connection 
with th's second party was stimulated by 
the partition of Bengal and all those 
things which were generally referred to 
under the term “the Curzon regime.” 
Then came the third party of physical 
force and outrage. 


Mr. PATRICK, WHITE (Meath, N.): 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, I beg to call your 
attention to the fact that there are not 
forty Members present. 


*Mp. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The hon. 
Member cannot move for a “count” 
between the hours of eight-fifteen and 
nine-fifteen. 


*Sirr HERBERT ROBERTS said that he 
and all who cared for the welfare of India 
deplored the outrages and deeds of 
violence perpetrated in India, and, were 
prepared to do everything that was 
possible to support the Government in 
putting down with a firm hand all the 
symptoms of violence and outrage. 


He | they 
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toms and in restoring peace and con- 
fidence. In reference to the main 
principles of the reforms produced by 
the Government, they had long been 
expected and were overdue. They all 
knew the difficulty in connection with 
the machinery and the Government of 
India which made progress necessarily 
slow. He attached great importance to 
the Decentralisation Commission, and he 
was pleased to hear the Under-Secretary 
say that the Report would be presented in 
two or three months and that the Secre- 
tary of State for India hoped that before 
the end of the autumn session he would 
be in a position to announce the 
decision of the Government upon the 
important reform proposals. The 
Secretary of State himself had outlined 
the direction in which the reforms would 
travel. These were his words— 

“They will be steps which shall do two or 
three important or even momentous things in 
the history of India.” 


He summarised the two directions in 
which reform would travel under the 
following heads— 

(1) Aaministration improvements. (2) We 
shall, I hope and feel confident, do something 
to give the population of India in all their 
grades some form and authorised opportunity 
of handling some of their own affairs.” 


He had no doubt it would be found when 
the reform proposals were laid before 
Parliament that, on the executive side, 
they would be in the direction of the 
election of some Indian on the councils, 
and, on the legislative side, in the 
direction of the grant of larger repre- 
sentation of Indians by their election 


on the legislative councils and_ the 
granting to those councils of wider 


functions in finance, ete. He desired 


'to express his sense of the grave con- 
| dition of aflairs in India. 


On the one 
side there were elements in the situation 
there quite new to our experience as 
governors of the country. On_ the 


| other side, there were some hopeful signs. 


They had in the Secretary of State a 


/man of the temperament, courage, and 
ability he had already deseribed, and 
had a firm, courageous, and 


believed that all the constitutional leaders | sympathetic Viceroy, and one who would 


of the Reform movement in India were 
with them in a determination to do 
everything to support the Government 
in stamping out these deplorable symp- 


Sir Herbert Loberts. 


| make his term of office memotable in many 
ways in the Indian administration. 
| But more than that, they had the fact 
| that the most experienced administrators 
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in India recognised the desirability of | 
moving along the road of reform, and | 
to his mind that was one of the most | 
important factors in the present situation. 
The evident remedy, in his opinion, for 
the elements of danger in the Indian 
situation lay in an endeavour to estab- 
lish closer unity between those who ruled 
and those who were ruled in India. 
Personally, he thought the dark clouds 
on the horizon would pass away, and he 
had a firm belief that another chapter 
could be and would be written in the 
history of British statesmanship in the 
administration of the Indian Empire. 


Mr. HART-DAVIES (Hackney, N.) 
sid he would like to add his humble 
tribute to the skill, clearness, and lucidity 
with which the statement on the Indian 
Budget was produced by the Under- 
Secretary. Having himself had a long 
eomnection with India, he listened to the 
light hon. Gentleman’s statement with 
enormous interest ; and kept wondering 
what an extraordinary, wonderful machine 
the Indian Government was. He had 
never been one of those who had tried 
to decry the Indian Government or 
the service to which he used to have 
the honour to belong. He thought it a 
very great, a high-minded, an honest, | 
and an incorruptible Government, which 
hal done a great work for India; but, 
when listening to all the good things 
the Under-Secretary had to reveal in his 
Budget—how taxation had been reduced, 
how communication had been developed, 
how the country, jin fact, was advanc- 
ing in every way, how plague and 
f:mine had been successfully coped with, 
avd then how at the end of it all there 
was profound unrest and discontent all 
over the country—he could not help 
wondering why the excellence of our 
administration in India had ended in the 
dissatisfaction of the people. He be- 
lieved the root reason was to be found 
in Our failure to appreciate the peculiar 
national characteristics of the Indian 
people. With us, material objects always 
seemed to have a wider share in our range | 
of ideas than those which he might call 
the ideal. We had never been able to 
widerstand the spiritual aspects of the 
problem, and that, after all, was the 
reason Of our failure in connection with | 
Ireland. We had never beer able to | 
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understand what the Irish people thought 
about; and, in like manner, he thought 
we had failed to understand what the 


Revenue Accounts. 


Indian people thought about. Irriga- 
tion works and _ protection against 


famine and plague were all very well, but 
they did not make up for certain spiritual 
desires there were in every people and 
more especially in the people of India. 
He was sure that it must come as a great 
shock to anyone who knew anything 
about India and her people that there was 
this unrest and dissatisfaction. He did 
not know any people more easy to get on 
with and to manage or who responded 
more readily to sympathy, and to hear 
that they were in a state of dissatisfaction 
with the Government seemed to come 
upon them something like a blow. What 
was the it? It was partly 
want of sympathy and partly because 
for two years a spirit of unrest had 
been gradually growing. If twenty-five 
years ago we had only gone on with the 
policy of local self-government and had 
attached to ourselves that body of 
educated native opinion which was found 
in the National Congress—an extremely 
valuable and learned body—and had 
followed their advice, looking upon 
them as a kind of branch of the Govern- 
ment of India, we should have avoided 
many mistakes which we had made. 
There was no doubt a large amount 
of unrest in China, Turkey, Persia, 
and in fact all over Asia, and, of course, 
it had greatly affected India. The main 
cause, however, was our failure to under- 
stand the people’s spiritual desires, 
We had given them a Western education, 
and had put Western ideas of freedom 
and self-government into their heads ; 
but we had not been able to satisfy them 
in any way. The old regime had gone 
on. They could not see any difference, 
and at last a spirit of hopelessness had 
settled upon the educated people of India. 


cause of 


| They looked on the pledges that had been 


given that all subjects of the Crown should 
have an equal share in the country as 
having been broken, a feeling of despair 
had come over them, and it took a form 
which they all deeply regretted and 
particular forms of which they looked 
upon with abhorrence. If they had 


| only gone on with the local self-govern- 


ment which Lord Ripon began they might 
have had a new India by this time. It 


G 








Eust India 


was true they had district boards and they 
had to this day languished in a kind of 
way. It was said the people had a com- 
plete want of interest in them. But 
in the Bombay Presidency the average 
area of the jurisdiction of each of these 
boards was 440 square miles. 
average income each board had to spend 
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The | 


was £415, which was not a large sum. | 


One-third of it went in education, over | 
which the district boards had no authority | 


at all, and a good deal more went in roads 
in which also they had no interest. Four- 
sevenths of the boards were nominated 
and not elected at all, and it worked out in 
the end that each really elected member 
had about 10s.a year forthe area of a square 
mile to superintend. Under those cir- 
cumstances they could not be expected 
to take an interest in the work. The whole 
thing was a farce. 
oughtto bealtered,andalthough the Under- 
Secretary for India very wisely would not 
be drawn into any hint as to what the re- 
forms were going to be, as he was in a 
position of rather greater freedom and less 
responsibility perhaps he might make 
a few suggestions. One was that the 
natives should be on the executive 
councils. That, he thought, was adum- 
brated by Lord Morley the other day as 
an extremely possible reform, and he 
hoped it would be carried out. There 
ought to be some system of election 
to the councils. He did not see why each 
district should not return one member 
on the Council of the Presidency. He 
was greatly struck with the speech of the 
hon. Member for Merthyr, and he believed 
the plan he adumbrated of rising from 
the village community right up to the 
Council for the whole Presidency through 
various stages of election would be a 
feasible policy, and he did not see why 
something like it at all events should 
not be carried out. All the 
officers had a great deal of writing to do, 
and had not time really to go about in 
the villages and make the acquaintance 
of people as they ought to do. 


put into the hands of district associations, 
it would give them more time to do their 
work and would interest people in the 
development of the country. They might 
at first make mistakes, but it was only by 
making mistakes that they learned how 


Mr. Huit-Davies, 


That was a thing that | 


district | 


If all | 
these matters connected with public | 
works were taken off their shoulders and | 
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to administer. After all, our own history 
showed that the beginning of self-govern- 
ment in the widest possible sense was in 
the self-government of the village, and 
that eventually led to the fullest grant 
of local self-government it was possible 
for any nation to have. He hoped that 
that would be one of the reforms that 
the right hon, Gentleman would take 
into consideration. Then there were 
many minor reforms which ought to be 
possible—to move amendments to the 
budget, and to call attention to adminis- 
trative acts, for instance. He did not 
believe there would ever be real peace in 
India if that ill-omened partition of 
Bengal was not in some way modified or 
done away with altogether. It was 
arranged in 1833 that Bengal was to have 
a Governor in Council, and he believed no 
further Act would be necessary in order 
to establish a Governor in Council. The 
Lieutenant-Governors were only put in as 
a kind of stop-gap until a Governor in 
Council was appointed. That would bea 
way out of the difficulty into which we had 
got. All they would have to do would 
be to go back to the original scheme of 
having a Governor in Council for the whole 
of Bengal, with various authorities for the 
outlying provinces, such as Assam, in 
the shape of Chief Commissioners. It was 
an infinite pity that when the Liberals 
first came into power the occasion was 
not taken to modify the partition. 
It was with extreme reluctance that he 
said a single word of criticism of Lord 
Morley. He had done a very great work 
for India and he hoped he would do still 
greater work in the future. The partition 
of Bengal was only an act of adminis- 
trative convenience. There was no moral 
principle involved in it. There was 
nothing to connect it with the existence 
of the British Empire in India. It had 
nothing to do with any question of high 
policy, andthe question of British amour 
| propre ought not to be involved in it at 
all. If it was altered it would be a 
message of peace to the people of India; 
it would show that we took their 
wishes into consideration and did not 
| wish to ride roughshod in any way over 
| their aspirations, and with other reforms 
this evil chapter of unrest and dissatis- 
faction in India, which he deplored as 
much as anyone could, would be finally 
closed and they would go back to thei 
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old status of sympathy and affection | way that cheap Indian products should 
between English and Indians which used | not have advantage over Manchester 
to exist and which he hoped would exist | cottons? If in governing India. they 
again when these ominous clouds had | were actuated by the old notion of the 
passed away. relation of the mother State to its Colonies 
|—the idea of the eighteenth century— 

*Mr. GWYNN (Galway) thought he | he did not know that all the denunciation 
was the first who had spoken in the} that had been heaped upon the present 
debate without first-hand knowledge | system of education had any real justi- 
of India, but it was because they| fication. He was not sure that the 
had in Ireland some experience of} education which had been given under 
what it meant to be governed by an| the wise guidance of England to British 
assembly that was foreign to them. | India had not been the very best educa- 
In listening to the utterances of the hon. | tion in the world to keep British India 
Member for Montgomery Boroughs, hej in a perpetual state of fsubserviency. 
thought he was listening to the kind of| The effect of that , education had 
opinions that he was so familiar with} been to divorce the people of India 
fom the Ulster Unionists contingent. | from their religion, >and from the 
Yet the speech of the one Irish Unionist | whole tradition: of their moral life. 
who intervened was more liberal and more | Judging from the Irish standpoint he 
in harmony with their ideas as to what | was quite familiar with the kind of 
was meant by the value of education | education which had been laid out for 
than that of the hon. Member who) India, and that kind of, education was 
spoke with all the authority of long | calculated to kill inthe people the spirit ot 
experience of official life, and whose | resistance. Was that the idea with 
speech made such a contrast to the utter- | which they desired to educate the people 
ance of the supposed violent agitator which | of India? He quite understood the idea 
was delivered from the Labour benches. | put forward by the hon..Member of 
The House, he was sure, would have consi- | Montgomery Boroughs, which was to 
dered which of those speeches was more | avoid producing the agitator and produce 
likely to bring peace in India, and which | the loyal man at all cost. , He knew full 
was more likely to create irritation and | well the loyal man in Ireland and the 
discontent. The Amendment which they | kind of education that had produced him. 
were discussing raised the question of He would like to know what was the 
education. Was it not a strange thing/ ultimate intention of the Liberals of 
that they should have the pretension | to-day with regard to education in India. 
to decide what the people of India should | Did they regard the present state of 
be taught and how they should be taught | affairs with satisfaction? Did they be- 
—to decide upon the education of persons | lieve that the predominance of an alien 
divided from us by half the world, strange | race was the thing to be maintained in 
to us in speech and in religion. They | perpetuity? He knew that the average 
might ask themselves in what sense | English Liberal regarded himself as a 
they were going to determine their | trustee of freedom in India, and he hoped 
education. The right hon. Gentleman | that they were educating the Indian 
the Member for Rushcliffe said the ship’s people to be some day free, although he 
head had been turned in a new direction. | was convinced that it would not be safe 
By what star was that course set ?| now to grant freedom to the people of 
What was the ideal that was to govern | India because there was a danger that 
the education that they proposed to} they would be at each other’s throat. 
give to the people of India? Did they| He did not know that freedom would 
simply wish to maintain India as a place | be so great a danger to the people of 
that provided an honourable and well-| India, and the hon. Member for Merthyr 
paid career for the sons of the profes- | Tydvil evidently regarded that danger 
sional classes and as a field for trade| as being wholly exaggerated and ficti- 
that they could not only keep free for| tious. If the hon. Member for Merthyr 
themselves, but which they could regulate | Tydvil was right he did not think Liberals 
and in which they could tax the home | could salve their consciences in that way 
products of British India in such a| because they professed to believe in the 
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principles of nationality and development { that they were proposing to take into 


on the lines of racial freedom. If there 


was no such duty placed upon England } 


as that of keeping the people of India 


from cutting each other’s throat, in what | 


sense were they to guide the education 
of India? It was true that there was 
no Indian nation, strictly speaking, but 


where were the nations that were once | 


there 2? All through British India there 
was one common denomination, and that 
was the common subservience of the 
people. In framing their conception of 
what the Indian people ought to learn, 
were they to teach them with a view 
to keeping them in continual subser- 
vience, or were they going to educate 
them to become some day people that 
might be either friendly or hostile to this 
empire, but, at least, they would be 
free people. That was, after all, an 
urgent question. Let them take the facts 
as they found them. Let them take the 
most brilliant book ever written about 
British India, and they would find in it, 
from beginning to end, a glorification of the 
spy. Was that the highest ide ] of India 
from the British point of view? Wasthere 
no other ideal that could be set before the 
people of India than that of abandoning 
theirown loyalty and their own religion, 
and taking upon themselves the service of 
the British Empire ? The responsibility 
for what was being done in India to-day 
came home to all Members of this House. 
What was their hope and fear in regard 
to India? Was it their hop», was it 
their fear, that India some day might 
be free? [An Hon. MEMBER: 
That was a question he put to the 
Party opposite, and he hoped someone 
would answer it. 


*Sir HENRY KIMBER (Wandsworth) 


s.id the subject upon which he wished to | 


make a few remarks was that of the great 
railway asset of India. He wished to 
associate himself with the congratulations 
of the noble Lord on the front bench in 
regard to the statement which the Under- 
Secretary for India had been able to 
make. He regretted that the right hon. 
Member had not been able to add some 
more material to that which he placed 


before them in regard to the railways. | 


They had all read the financial Memoran- 
dum, and he only understood the right hon, 
Gentleman to say among other good things 


Mr, Gwynn. 


Yes. } 


consideration the recommendations of 
Sir James MacKay’s Report upon 
Railways. From the financial statement 
which had been put before them it would 
be seen that the revenue of India was 
£50,000,000 a year, and that did not 
include the revenue derived from this 
great asset of the railway, which was 
£30,000,000 more. That arose from the 
fact that the mode of keeping the accounts 
of the railways had been altered for the 
better, the net revenue onl» of the railways 
being brought into the general account 
instead of the gross receipts being put on 
one side and the expenditure upon the 
other. There were 30,000 miles of rail- 
way in India, for which £253,000,000 of 
capital had been raised on the credit of the 
Secretary of State in England, the 
benefit of which had been given to the 
people of India. The revenue derived 
from that capital paid about 53 per cent. 
upon it after allowing for all the expenses 


of working and all other charges, 
The right hon. Gentleman had told 


them that the net receipts after paying 
interest were £2,500,000, and he thought 
he had rather understated the figures, 
because there was a large portion of the 
capital raised under the wegis of the 
companies which were now practically non- 
existent and which had largely been paid 
oi by means of annuities, which included 
the capital as well interest, end 
this amounted to about £750,000, 
which made a sum considerably over 
£5,000,000 as the net profit derived from 
this great asset of the railways by the 
Government of India for the benefit 
of the Indian Exchequer. All that profit 
had been derived from British capital 
and it had gone in relief of the taxpayers 
of India. The whole of that capital had 
been raised, with small exceptions, upon 
the credit of the Secretary of State for 
India on behalf of the British Government. 
If India no longer remained ours, the 
consideration of the security of that debt 
of £250,000,000 would be a very serious 
matter. This railway capital was in part 
raised by companies, with the guarantee 
of the Secretary of State, some fifty years 
ago, beginning at 5 per cent., and until the 
year 1900 the railways of India were 
carried on with a deficit remaining to the 
| charge of the Indian Government. From 
, the year 1900 to the present time, after 


as 





ral 
ot 


200 


into 
» of 
pon 
nent 
ould 
was 
not 
this 
was 
the 
unts 
the 
ways 
ount 
it on 
the 
rail- 
)0 of 
f the 
the 
» the 
rived 
cent, 
eNSes 
rges. 
told 
Lying 
yught 
LILES, 
f the 
~ the 
non- 
paid 
uded 
é nd 
000, 
over 
from 
y the 
enefit 
profit 
pital 
VETS 
1 had 
upon 
-e for 
ment, 
, the 
, debt 
prious 
1 part 
‘antee 
years 
til the 
were 
to the 
From 
" after 





901 East India 


- 


allowing for interest, those railways had 
yielded a very considerable surplus, 
which had been growing every year until 
it had now reached about £2,500,000. 
Many of theIndian railways paid interest 
varying between 7 and 9 per cent., and in 
two cases they paid 12 per cent. and 
16 per cent. The railway which paid 
7 per cent. was the one with which 
he had to do and over which he had 
presided for many years, and that 
railway could now, if permitted, raise 
capital without the assistance of the 
guarantee of the Government of India. 
Fifty years ago it was necessary to give 
a Government guarantee because money 
could not be raised without it. When 
in India last year he had the pleasure 
of conferring with the Minister of Finance 
on the subject, and he made a suggestion 
which was favourably received. If the 
Secretary of State for India had to look 
after all this capital, it followed that the 
Government of India had to bring into 
its budgets every vear the whole of the 
railway finance. They had to take into 
account in the ordinary Budget the 
provision of the means for new construc- 
tion and further capital outlays on open 
lines, and the consequence was that very 
great delay necessarily occurred through 
the fault of no one, but simply through 
the fault of the system, and progress 
could not be made. The money avail- 
able under the programme of the Indian 
Government was £10,000,000 a year 
for the whole of the Indian railways, and 
that was scarcely sufficient for equipment 
with the necessary rolling stock for the 
normal increase of passengers and goods 
and merchandise offered for transit and 
improvements of open lines. It was ad- 
mitted on all hands that that was a state 
of things which ought to be remedied. 
His proposition was supported by two 
eminent Indian officials of experience 
who were directors at this moment of 
other companies. He would like to be 
informed by the Under-Secretary, if 
convenient, whether the recommenda- 
tions which had been made on this 
subject had been adopted. It would 
be of interest to the House and also 
to the money market of this country to 
know whether the proposition as to the 
raising of capital without the guarantee 
of the Secretary of State had been, 
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or was likely to be, adopted. It seemed 
to him that it was plain that a company 
which was paying so large a percentage 
on the whole of their capital ought to 
be able to raise money in London or in 
India without the assistance of any 
guarantee at all. There was another 
convenience which would result from 
the adoption of this plan. The interest 
which the Secretary of State had in the 
railways could be put in the form of 
stock, and some of it could be taken up 
by the native princes of India. He 
knew that some of them desired to take 
an interest in the railways, they knew 
that the undertakings were earning good 
interest on the capital employed. The 
railways were improving the revenue 
from the lands they possessed, and they 
had expressed the hope that they would 
be enabled to acquire an interest in them. 
One other point he would like to mention. 
Great credit was due to the Civil servants 
who were performing most beneficial 
work in connection with irrigation in 
India. These officers in the Punjab 
were carrying out works in districts 
where there was not a white man within 
a day’s march. The circumstances of 
their employment were such that they 
could not take their wives or sisters to 
the places. He believed they were not 
sufficiently paid. The pay was suppo ed 
to be good enough to attract them as 
young men to the service, but looking 
to the enormous advantage which the 
work in which thev were engaged brought 
to the finances of India he thought tlev 
deserved a more ample reward than they 
at present received. 


Str GEORGE SCOTT ROBERTSON 
(Bradford, Central) said the hon. Member 
for Galwav had suggested that our 
system of education in India was designed 
mainly to render the people of India 
subservient and obedient, so that they 
might be the more easily controlled by 
the dominant power. On the other 
hand, they had lately heard great fear 
expressed everywhere that by our system 
of education the exact reverse of that 
There were 
and he fancied 
that his hon. friend was in a small mino- 
rity. 


was being brought about. 
conflicting opinions, 
What were we doing in relation 

- . . . . F 
to the” question® offeducation in India”? 
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It seemed to him that what we had 
been mainly accomplishing  uncon- 
sciously, was to provide ourselves with 
a sufficient supply of clerks and subor- 
dinate officials for the large require- 
ments of the whole of the great Empire 
of India. That seemed to him at first 
sight what had really been done. The 
system we had adopted had also been 
the cause of an immense amount of the 
ngesent unrest in India. It had added 
considerably to that unrest 
two different circumstances, 

was a general wave of emovion 
curious sentiment 
all over Asia, analogous somewhat to 
the flood which spread over Europe in 
1848. That undoubtedly had had a 
great effect on the question of unrest in 
India. It had undoubtedly been in- 
creased by the successes of the Japanese 
against the Russians, and of the Eastern 
against the Western. It had raised 
hopes—false hopes he believed—through- 
out many of the Eastern nations that 
the East would in the future be the 
neer or the conqueror of the West. 
That was one of the causes of unrest. 
The next was the very question of 
education which they had been discussing. 
We had educated a large number of — 
to supply our own demands for clerks'iips 
in “subordinate positions in India, and 
there was a large reserve of that educa: ed 
class. Though the class itself was a very 
limited one in relation to the 
population, it was very powerful from the 
fact that they had got education. There 
being a large surplus of educated young 
men, many of them, of course, uttorly 


First there 


failed to obtain the appointments for | 
which they had striven to qualify them- | 


selves, and consequently they were 


discontented, and eventually they played | 


the role of unemployed men wherever 
they were. They either submitted in a 
sort of heartbroken despair or were 
rendered furious with anger against fate, 
which in their case was synonymous with 
British Government in India. That was 
really one of the main causes of unrest in 


India. Another particular reason was the 
nature of the education given to the 
Indian. It was most specially a literary 


education. It was not professional, 
industrial or technical, and consequently 
when a man did not get an appointment he 
was rendered hopeless, and he gradually 


Si; (feorue Seclt Lrohertson. 
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fell back into the position of the agitator, 
He might be asked what was the remedy ? 
Well, the first thing they ought to do wag 
to acknowledge the cause. If that was 
admitted to be the cause, he did not think 
there would be very much trouble 
eventually in finding a remedy. He 
wished to impress on the House his belief 
that what he had stated was the main 
cause of the unrest in India. The position 
was very serious and very critical, and 
it might have been dangerous but for the 
quiet firmness and excellent strength of 
| officials both here and in India. He 
thought those men had observed that the 
first requirement of Government, especially 
in India, was the power of reticence, 
They were working silently ; there was 
no declamatory speech ; they did not go 
in for perorations. That was one thing, 
if not the chief thing, which had rendered 
the present troubled and critical time in 
India otherwise than dangerous. Of 
course, there always must be very great 
trouble in reconciling the people of 
India to the rule of a Western people. 
Some of these causes weve permanent 
in their nature and some more or less 
|ephemeral. He thought the wave of 
/emotion in India had now reached its 
flood mark, and was about to subside: 
but there were other important causes 
which they might trace and deal with. 
Thev had always been there, and so far 
13 he could see they would always remain. 
| Wirst of all, there was that curious but 
absolutely certain difference in manners, 
customs, and religion which pecu/ivly 
distinguished the East from the Wes’, 
and which was carried into detail in suct 
an extraordinary way that it actually 
There was in Indic 
a physical distaste of the East with the 
| West; that could not be doubted. 
It was the same in China. A Chinaman 
disliked service with a Western, for the 
| curious physical reason that he could 
;}not stand the odour of the Western. 
He attributed it to too much indulgence 
of the Western in animal food. Such 
things raised racial prejudices. He 
knew it was a delicate subject to touch 








| became phy sical, 


upon; but one might mention a similar 
circumstance with which possibly they 
were all familiar in this country. He 
referred more particularly to the ques- 
tion of the Jews. It had been said that 
every country got the Jews which that 
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country deserved. When they said that | 
they paid a high compliment to them- | 
selves. But there was always a great | 
difficulty in the way of friendly assi- | 
milation between the Jews and our- | 
and the chief difficulty had | 
been really some question of ceremonial 
purity—some idea on the part of this 
race Which originally came from the 
East. The same thing happened in| 
India at the present day. He had been | 
much struck by the impressive and | 
thoughtful speech of the hon. Member 
for Merthyr Tydvil, and he might say | 
how pleased he was to hear his repu- 
diation of the slander of which he com- 
plained. It must have been a terrible 
thing to any Member of the British 
House of Commons that, at such a 
critical time, utterances of such a slan- 
derous character should be attributed 
to him, and they were all glad that he 
was free from these imputations. The | 
hon. Gentleman might not have been | 
long enough in India to find out this 
peculiar repugnancy of the natives of | 
India to Western men; but it was one 
of the main and permanent causes of | 
the general dislike of the Eastern to the 
Western. It was very strong; it had 
always existed, and it must be faced. | 
But allowing for all this, and for many | 
other causes which he did not desire to 
enter into at the moment, it wa 

interesting to give one’s opinion as 
to what the immediate future of India 
might be. He was extremely optimistic | 
about it, as the House might have | 
gathered from what he had said. He 
believed that the main trouble 
subsiding; that now, owing to the admir- 
able strength and calmness displayed 
by the Viceroy and the officials at home 
ond in India—owing to the strength 
with which they had been able to say 
that nothing in the way of those mad 


selves ; 


Was 


efforts and the detestable tactics of 
agitators should deter them for one 
single instant from proceeding with 


relorm—they might be hopeful for the 
future. About eighteen months ago he 
was asked his opinion of what was going 





to happen in India, and he ventured on ; 


a prediction which had been happily 
disproved. He ‘said that the great 
trouble was that the feeling of unrest 
in some places might lead to isolated 
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unfortunate, unhappy Englishwomen 
might suffer, following which ther? 


might arise the greatest danger of a! 

a white panic. That latter he ha! 
always looked upon with the greatest 
dread. Curiously enough the outrages 
had occurred, but there had not been 
the slightest suspicion of anything like 
a white panic. It had been obviated 
by the calmness and courage of every 
white person in India, and by the admir- 
able behaviour of the Viceroy and his 
Government. That was the reason why 
he thought they might look forward 


ito the immediate future of India with 
| distinct hope. 


He thought they were 
suffering now from a little too much 
government in India. The people in 
India were accustomed to look upon 
their Viceroy as one who was placed in 
a singularly elevated and isolated posi- 


tion, surrounded by all the paraphar- 


nalia of State, and he thought they had 
been a little surprised and perhaps 


| disturbed, to see an official so highly 


placed come down from his exalted 
position and employ himself principally 
in working and driving forward the 
engine of State. He thought that one 
might fail altogether by being over- 
energetic in a particular occupation. 
One might steam up the engine to an 
extreme point of efficiency, but the 
strains might become too great, and 
the engine would suffer languor in its 
movements. Still this highly 
placed official, this almost mysteriousl\ 
apart man, had before all the people of 
India come down to be a kind of pro- 
tagonist in what almost amounted to 
a party fight with his own subordinates 
in which he had been practically worsted. 
He thought that might well be under- 
stood by the people of India as a curious 
overturning of the natural conditions 
of things, and lead them to believe that 
there was now a chance for an agitator 
of any sort. He would lke to sav 
how he disagreed with the noble Lord 
the Member for Kensington in one 
particular about education. He thought 
that the noble Lord seemed to refer 
to the fact that in‘ the! schools ‘they 
depended a good"deal upon denomina- 
tional teaching, and that the natives 
who attended them lost their religion. 
His experience led him to believe that 


worse, 


outrages, and worst of all, that some |that was quite illusory. in the great 
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missionary schools which were largely 
attended by natives, because the edu- 
cation received there was very good, 
the missionaries insisted on reading a 
chapter of the Bible, but he was right 
in saying that hardly any child ever 
changed his religion from Hindooism 
to Christianity. 


Eart PERCY said he was not re- 
ferring to missionary schools, but to 
State schools where there was no religion 
taught at all. 


Sir GEORGE SCOTT ROBERTSON 
said the same thing would apply in other 
schools; but even where they tried to 
change the religion of the children that 
was not effected. The head of one 
big college had explained to him that he 
did not know of any one instance of the 
change of religion of a child. He asked 
the gentleman how it was that the 
missionaries were able to continue their 
work under these circumstances; and 
the reply was that they believed that 
in the end their good work would tell. 
He himself sincerely believed that the 
future of India was full of hope, and 
that for the various reasons he had 
described. He did not for a moment 
believe that India was at all prepared 
for what we considered to be demo- 
cratic institutions, and he was very glad 
to hear the remarks of the junior Member 
for Merthyr Tydvil on that point, and 
that in that hon. Member’s opinion the 
Government should always have a 
majority of non-elected members on the 
provincial councils. We had a distinct 
mission in India. Although it might 
be that the education we were providing 
in India made the people at 
harder to govern, it would be the meanest 
policy possible for us to cease giving 
that education merely on that account. 
He congratulated the Under-Secretary 
on the favourable statement he had been 
able to give on the Indian accounts ; 
and he was sure that every person in 
the House and in the country at large 


was firmly persuaded of the excellence | 


of the Government of India as con- 
ducted by Lord Morley and the 
Under-Secretary of State. There was 


me point not raised in the debate, 
he terrible old fallacy that India 
ould never be governed by demo- 


Sir George Scott Robertson. 
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present | 
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|cracy. He supposed that that fallacy 
had passed away for ever. If anybody 
believed that it was equivalent to saying 
we were throwing up India in despair, 
but if it was looked at for a moment 
and regard was had to who had been 
| the strongest Secretaries for India the 
{names of Lord Morley and Sir Henry 
| Fowler would be admitted to be amongst 
}them, and if democracy was able to 
produce men of that calibre then it 
showed that India was able to be governed 
| by democracy. 





*Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.) 
associated himself with the previous 
speakers in congratulating the Under- 
Secretary of State on the statement 
that he had made. He had made it in 
a manner which convinced hon. Members 
that he compared not unfavourably 
‘with his illustrious chief. On_ behalf 
of those Members of the House who had 
served in India he thanked the right hon. 
Gentleman for his invariable courtesy 





| 
| 
} 
} 


and above all for his accessibility, 
which was a great virtue in an 
official He had heard many of the 
observations which had been made 


with regard to the educational system 
in India, with feelings of amazement. 
When he took a broad view of the matter 
the one feeling that predominated in his 
mind was that of pride and exultation 
that England should have been able to 
work out so grand a system with such 
magnificent results. It could not be ¢ 
very bad system which enabled foreigners 
speaking another language and _ living 
thousands of miles away to come to 
this country and compete with the cream 
of our own youth in our universities 
and beat them at their own tests. Within 
}ten years there had been two senior 
wranglers at Cambridge, who were natives 
of India. The great bulk of the carping 
criticism which had been heard that after- 
‘noon on the educational system of India 
was wholly misplaced. The question of 
unrest in India had been discussed from 
‘various points of view, but if he might 
say so respectfully, none of the speeches 
/made, not even that of the hon. Member 
for Merthyr, had really gone to the 
root of the matter. It was not merely 
a question of reform. We might grant 
concessions—nobody knew what they 
were at present, but it might be 
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assumed that they were good, beneficial, | 
and in the interests of the Indian people | 
—but concessions and reforms such as | 


were contemplated would not allay | 
the discontent and unrest which were 
now so strongly seen in India. The 


real cause of that discontent and unrest 
lay in the spirit and policy of our ad- 
ministration and until that was changed | 
they would not remove this discontent. | 
The great question was, were we to govern | 
India through, by, and in conformity 
with the wishes of the people, or to| 
govern them as we were doing at present. | 
entirely irrespective of and too often | 
in direct opposition to, their wishes. | 
Although he had a very high admiration 
for the late Viceroy of India, whose great 
qualities, all who knew him must recognise, | 
he could not but admit that upon Lord | 
Curzon rested in a large measure the 
responsibility for governing India irres- 
pective of, and too often against, the 
wishes of the people. The climax of that 
policy was reached when he determined 
upon the partition of Bengal, which 
was one of the greatest errors, and one 
of the most profound blunders that were 
ever committed by the alien governors 
of a foreign country. But what was 
the real wrong? It was that it was an 
administrative act carried out in direct 
opposition to the wishes of the people 
affected. Thousands of meetings had 
been held to protest against it, and 
there had not been the faintest recogai- 
tion of them by this country. Petitions 
of protest and tel-grams innumeral le 
had been sent to the Government of 
India, and to the Secretary of State, but 
they had been ignored. This defiance 
of popular opinion was the main cause 
of sthe discontent. When he jleft the 
Province of Bengal six yeurs ago 
there was hardly a word heard of un- 
rest and it was solely due to the policy 
of the Government that it had arisen. 
Bengal was the most important province 
of India, and what Bengal thought 
to-day, the rest of India  generaily 
thought to morrow. But what had been 
done to soothe matters in other pro- 
vinces ? Let them look at Madras. Gentle- 
men of position in that province had been 
prosecuted for sedition, and the Courts 
had sentenced them to transportation 
for life. That was a monstrous thing. 
What was the result“of sentences of that 
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kind? It was that they drove the 
peaceable citizens of Madras into the 
ssme degree of irritation and unrest as 
existed in Bengal. It was the same in 
Bombay. The most influential citizen 
of Bombay was being now proceeled 
against for sedition, and it would 
be improper under the circumstances 
to comment upon the proceedings, but 
he thought that to seize the present 
moment to prosecute the most popular 
man in Bombay was simply suicidal. If 
the Government wanted to create dis- 
content and unrest in Bombay they had 
certainly adopted the very best means of 
attaining their object. As to the violence 
of the Indian Press it was no doubt verv 
bad in some cases, but he was bound to 
say there was considerable justification 
for it in the language used by our own 
Anglo-Indian Press of India. He had 
seen articles calling the most distinguished 
natives of India polecats and cowards, 
and some of the papers even appealed 
to the authorities to flog the Congress 
leaders. What was the remedy? That 
was the real question. We were face to 
face with a situation of extraordinary 
difficulty ; and nothing short of a recon- 
structed form of Indian Government 
would meet the case. He noticed that in 
a speech in the House of Lords the other 
day, Lord Morley referred to this ques- 
tion. He said— 


‘“‘ For my part, I have no ambition to undere 
take such a task, ’ 
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He might have no ambition to under- 
take the task, but unless he faced the 
great problem of reconstructing the 
form of Indian government, neither he 
nor the Government he _ represented 
would ever get to the bottom of the 
unrest and discontent. What was the 
present form of Government? Jt was 
administration through the Indian Civil 
Service. He knew something of the 
Indian Civil Service ; probably no man 
in England knew more than himsel. 
Both his father and grandfather served 
thirty years in the Service; he was 
cradled in it and rose from the lowest 
to the highest place, becoming a Governor 
of a province, and served thirty-five vears 
in it; and he had a son now serving 
in it. His family connection with the 
Service therefore extended considerably 
over 100 years, and ,he ought to know 
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something about it. The Service had 
done magnificent work in the past; 
it was a splendid Service, and he was 
proud to have belonged to it; but, 
like other great institutions, it had had 
its day, and the time had come when it 
wos bound to pass away and make 
room for an improved, altered, and 
more representative system of govern- 
ment. The Indian Civil Service was 
consistent only with absolute auto- 
cracy and a bureaucratic form of rule. 
It was really suited only to the govern- 
ment of a people by foreigners. The 
time had come when it was necessary 
to review the position which the march 
of events had rendered untenable, and 
the Government would have to consider 
in some way or another this large ques- 
tion of the reconstruction of the Indian 
Civil Service. All judicial appoint- 
ments—he was speaking generally and 
not in regard to backward tracts—should 
be taken 


away from that service, 
and should be held exclusively by 
those who were trained in the 


knowledge and practice of the law. 
Judicial duties should no longer be left 
in the hands of officers who were wholly 
executive in their training and habits. 


{COMMONS} 





| 


| 


| form 


That was one great change which would | 


have to be effected, and we shou'd also 
have to adopt a more popular and repre- 
sentative formoferecutiveadministra 1 -n. 
At the the Civil Service was 
organised 
that India must 
autocratic, 


time 


be governed 
one-man-rule 


on 
method. 


an 


We 


had got beyond that now, and expected | which should be followed. 


it was fe't, and rightly felt | to consider these wide questions, to take 
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ago, and which the course of events had 
rendered altogether inappropriate to the 
present time. He could conceive no more 
ignoble and unworthy policy than that a 
great Power like England should avowedly 
continue to govern the Indian people with 
the deliberate intention of holding them 
in perpetual subjection and with the set 
purpose of preventing their advance to 
freedom. That he laid down as a broad 
principle, which ought to meet with general 
acceptance on a Liberal Front Bench. 
But when they came to discuss the 
problem of the future of India they were 
met asLord Morley met them in a 
speech he once made by saying: “ You 
are crying for the moon.” Even Lord 
Courtney, good friend to India as he 
was, had suggested that these were mere 
idle dreams. And yet these things were 
not idle dreams in the eyes of the people 
of India. We had imparted our Western 
ideas to them; they had learnt from 
us the conception of freedom; and, when 
they were trying to develop it and work 
it out, instead of co-operating with them 
and assisting and encouraging them so 
as to bridge over the disturbance which 
must inevitably exist in any change in the 
of Government, we resorted to 
coercion and transportation, sometimes 
even without trial. These remedies would 
never meet the existing situation.and that 
was why he urged that a Committee of 
the House should be appointed in order 


| evidence from all points of view, and to 


| was no doubt about that. 


Liberal statesmen, when they were | 
responsible for the affairs of India 
to look at the question from an 


altered point of view. Did hon. Membérs 
believe that any form of administration 
of a country could be permanent when 
it was-in the hands of a small number of 
foreign emigrants, pilgrims ad strangers 
who were continually coming and going, 
and who, while in India, were in a state 
of isolation in religion, ideas, and 
manners from the people of the country ? 
We could no longer continue to govern 
India on lines suited only to a slavish 
and ignorant population. And vet that 
was what we were endeavouring to do 
when we declined to face the problem 
of reconstructing a form of administration 
which was e«tablished more than 100 years 
Sir I. Colton, 


advise the English nation on the course 
The present 
critical. There 
So far from our 
difficulties being over we were only on 


moment in India was 


ithe threshold of them, and what might 





happen in the future depended entirely 
on the wisdom, sagacity, and Liberalism 
with which this crisis might be met by the 
Secretary of State and the Under-Secre- 
tary. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said the debate, 
had travelled over a considerable area 
and many most interesting speeches 
had been made, but he did not think 
it was incumbent on him to reply in 
detail to them. He had occupied a 
great deal of time already, and he did 
not think it would’ be fair if he were to 
occupy much of it now. He had listencd 
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to all the speeches with great interest 


and they had been most suggestive, | 
and he hoped they would be helpful to | 


the Secretary of State in the difficult 
task that lay before him. He confessed 
there were some things in the speech 
of his hon. friend the Member for East 
Nottingham which would not exactly 
make their task easier, because he must 
really recognise, as other speakers had, 
thait they could only go gradually in 
advance. They had shown their willing- 
ness to do that, and he hoped that, when 
their scheme was produced, the fair 
mind of Members and of his hon. friend 
himself would acknowledge that they 
were endeavouring to take a real step 
in advance. 
whilst his hon. friend was speaking, that 
perhaps some of the sentiments to which 
he gave expression would not render a 
gradual and somewhat limited advance 
in the first stages as acceptable as it 
otherwise might have been. But he 
welcomed the statements made by other 
hon. Members. They had had an in- 
teresting speech from the hon. Member 
for Bradford, which was full of suggestive 
ideas, and they had had an interesting 
speech from the hon. Member for Merthyr. 
and although he did not profess that 
they would be able to agree with the 
propostls in detoil mde by the hon. 
Member. they were pr-ctical propos-ls 
put forward in a proetical way. They 
had them under his name in the dossier 
at the India Office, and they were pre- 
pared to consider them in detail with 
other practical and substantial pro- 
posals which he had from time to time 
thought right to put his name to. The 
general point raised had been the question 
of education. As he had said in his 
opening remarks, they did not spend 
so much money on education as they 
would like to, but the amount had in- 
creased and was increasing. — Instead 
of the figure being something like 
£1,600,000, they really spent out of 
public funds in India more like £2,600,000, 
and they were 
direction. Action had been taken upon 
the Report of the Commission referred 
to, and they had been doing a certain 
amount with regard to technical and 
agricultural education, and, he hoped, they 
would be able to do more with regard to 
vernacular education. Technical edu- 
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He could not help thinking, | 


progressing in that | 
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cation was rather a difficult matter. It 
was an expensive form of education to 
start, and he was bound to state from 
information he had obtained that some 
of their efforts had not been wholly 
successful and acceptable to those for 
whose benefit they had been intended. 
They hoped, however, that the difficulties 
might be obviated by arrangements better 
suited to the desires and occupations 
of the diferent localities in India. They 
were very much alive to all the suggestions 
which had been made with regard to 
education, and particularly to the sug- 
gested improvements in administration. 
Principally on financial grounds they 
could not undertake largely to increase the 
amount of money they could afford to 
spend upon education in the future. It 
was one of the subjects, certainly, Lord 
Morley had very really at heart, and he 
hoped to make very substantial progress 
during the time he remained in office. 
Although the debate on the Amend- 
ment had been exceedingly wide there 
were hon. Members who wished to speak 
on other subjects which would not be 
in order on this Amendment. In order 
that they might have that opportunity 
it was desirable thet the discussion on 
the Amendment should come to a con- 
clusion so that the remainder of the 
time t heir dispos.] m ght be devoted 
to other s:.:bjects. 


*Mr. C.J. ODONNELL (Newington, 
Walworth) said that the debate was a 
distinct improvement upon previous de- 
bates, for there had been exhibited a real 
desire to approach the question of the 
Government of India in a_ sincerely 
sympathetic spirit. He did not wish to 
refer to the criticisms which hed heen 
passed upon a few Indian representative 
members of the Indian Civil Service, but 
he thought he was justified in protesting 
against the language used in another 
place by a distinguished nobleman who 
once held the position of Viceroy. 


*Mr. SPEAKER reminded the hor. 
Member that it was contrary to custom 
|to answer in the House of Commons 
| speeches made in another place. 


*Mr. C. J. DONNELL said that under 
' the circumstances he would not pursue 
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that subject. He wished, however, to 2sso- 
ciate himself with what had fallen from 
the hon. Member for Merthyr Tydvil, 
whose able speech had shown the utmost 


toleration, and he felt sure that the | 


feeling of the House generally was that 


the hon. Member had been most grossly | 
maligned. Hehad been maligned himself, | 
but perhaps in a less degree. His name | 


had also been associated with the 
Extremists in India, but his own opinion 
was that Extremists, either in India or 
Ireland, were a positive danger to reform 
and good Government. He wished to 
associate himself with the appeal which 
had been made to the India Office to 
re-consider the partition of Bengal. On 
this subject he had always spoken with 
the utmost moderation, as he absolutely 
recognised that there was a very strong 
case in favour of the partition which was 
considered necessary in order to help the 
Government to carry out its duties. 


But admitting that, he could not under- | 


stand? why the India Office sat on its 
heels and refused to recognise that a great 
protest had been made. Those who 
protested were absolutely loyal subjects 
and embraced some of the greatest and 
most distinguished natives 
The men who pressed this matter most 
on the Government were the territorial 
aristocracy. Three of the most dis- 
tinguished men in Bengal who were 
behind this protest were refused a hearing 
at Calcutta,and that he could not under- 
stand. The eminent officials at the 
India Office were the salt of the Indian 
Civil Service, and why a body of that 
sort should refuse to listen to the argu- 
ments of the Bengali people passed his 
understanding. He begged the House 
to use the influence it possessed to 
press the India Office to smooth this 
matter over and arrange the partition in 
such a wey as to obviate the brecking 
up of the Bengali people. He would 
not enter into any elaborate argument 
in regard to this partition, When 
45,000,000 of people spoke the same 
Innguage it was a considerable argument 
in favour of their ancient rights to be 
called a nation. Bengal was a nation, 
and the people there had spoken the 
language for centuries ; as long as the 
English people had spoken English. 
The only claim they made was to be 
allowed ,to keep the Bengali-speaking 


Mr. C. J. O'Donnell. 
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of India. | 
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| districts under one governor. It was a 
reasonable request. During the past 
three years much wrong had been done 

| and much bitterness had been aroused, 
and he believed that the feeling against 
| British government would go on as long 
as we insisted on this partition. He was 
ready to say that British Government in 
India was an absolute necessity for the 
| civilisation of India. He could not express 
his opinion too strongly as to the necessity 
of giving the Government every possible 
form of support when it had to deal with 
such crimes as had recently been com- 
mitted, but if the Government of India 
was to receive that support from the 
people of India the only wey to justify 
| our rule was by listening to the reasonable 
|demands of the people of that country 
jand by doing justice without too much 
| regard for the amour propre of officials. 


*Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 
| said he would like to join in the appeal 
which had been made by hon. Members 
in regard to the partition of Bengal. It 
|must seem exceedingly strange to the 
| people of India that we in this country 
should take so much interest in their 
education. There could be no doubt 
that in all of the more essential matters 
of education the people of India were 
1,000 years ahead of the British. He 
had recently seen a description of a 
University in India, which flourished 
about 1,500 years ago, where there were 
100 lecture-pulpits from which 100 pro- 
fessors could simultaneously address the 
10,000 students who were there assembled. 
He was not sure that the education there 
given was such as was suited for a con- 
quering people. He rather thought there 
was some truth in the remark of a Scottish 
sergeant, who was with the British Army 
when it was conquering Upper Burmah. 
Referring to the Buddhist priests, who 
would not fight nor ask the people to 
fight because they considered it wrong 
to kill, he said “‘ They are no use.” The 
) Hindoos were ahead of us in the more 
important parts of education, religion, 
and philosophy, but for a conquering 
nation it was more important to know 
how to shoot and to fight, how to 
lie and steal. With regard to the 
quality of our rule in India, one 
test of Government was the death-rate. 
In the year 1884-5 the death-rate was 
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26 per 1,000, and in 1904-5 it was 35 
per 1,000, an increase of over 40 per ceut. 
in a period of twenty years. 


*Mr. REES: That was because the 
earlier statistics were not accurate. 


*Mr. LUPLON said that was what was 
always stated when statistics were in- 
convenient. The Civil Service in India 
were quite capable of collecting statistics | 
twenty years ago. The death-rate in 
India had increased owing to a state of 
things which was hardly a credit to this 
country. Many people there had not | 
money to buy food. Tha extra Assist- | 
ant Commissioner of Ferozepore reported | 
that men in many of the villages do not 
get food for two meals in twenty-four | 
hours. In the province of Agra, and 
Oudh, the Collector of Etawa wrote— 

“The united earnings of a man, his wife and 
two children cannot be put at more than 4s. 


amonth. This income will enable the family 
to have one fairly good meal a day.” 


The Collector of Banda wrote— 





‘A very large number of the lower classes 
of the population clearly demonstrate by the 
poorness of their physique that they are 
habitually half-starved, or have been in early 
years exposed to the severities of a famine.” 


The Commissioner of Fyzabad quoted 
Mr. Bennett's statement that— 


“Tt is not until he has gone into these 
subjects in detail that a man ean fully ap- 
preciate how terribly thin the line is which 
(livides large masses of people from absolute 
nakedness and starvation.” 
and the Commissioner added-— 

By I believe that remark is true of every 
district of Oudh.” 
The same Commissioner wrote— 

“It has been calculated that about sixty per 
cent. of the entire native population are sunk 
in such abject — that unless the small 
earnings of child-labour are added to the small 
general stock by which the family is kept 
a'ive, some of the members would starve.” 

He could give quotation after quotation 
from Indian officials to the effect that the 


people had not enough tolive upon. The | 


plague, of which they had heard so much, 
was only a symptom of a state of things 
in India which was hardly creditable 
to our Government. The first thing a 
good Government should do was to see 
that its people were well-fed and not half- 
starved; and how could the people be 
well-fed when the income of the natives 
over great parts of India was only $1. 
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per day? That was the glorious Em- 
pire in India which the House was 
asked to uphold. In his opinion, the 
sooner a Government which was unable 
to support its people came to an end the 
better. The reason was that the crops 
raised by the people of India were not 
sufficient and that production was going 
down. In the Central Provinces the 
produce per acre was only 372 lbs. per 
annum, whereas the Government estimate 
was 600 lbs. In Berar, for nine years 
ending 1900, the average product of 
wheat per annum was only 144} per acre 
as against 2,000 lbs. in England. Here 
they had proof that India was not in a 
condition sufficient to support the people. 
The reason for that was that the taxes 
extorted from the people were excessive, 
and accordingly they went to the money 
lender, and the money lender compelled 
them to sell their grain at once and 
at a low price. The consequence 
was that they could not get stock 
to manure the land, the land got 
worse, the people became poorer, and 
when a failure of rain came they had to 
starve. All that was done for the sake 
of maintaining great armaments in 
India. It had been said that India was 
lightly taxed, but the taxation had 
greatly increased in twenty years. The 
Indian Budget for 1887-8 showed that 
the amount of revenue to be raised was 
774,000,000 rupees, whereas the estimate 
for 1907-8 was 1,116,000,000 rupees, 
or an increase in twenty years of 44 per 
cent., and a great part of that extra 
|taxation had been got out of the land. 
| If the revenue from land was taken, the 
figure for 1887-8 was, in round numbers, 
229,000,000 rupees; whereas in 1907-8 
it amounted to 304,000,000 rupees, or an 
increase of 32 per cent. If, however, 
instead of taking the land revenue alone, 
the items of irrigation and forests were 
added, the total revenue from the soil 
in 1887-8 was 246,000,000 rupees, and in 
1907-8, 383,000,000 rupees, showing an 
increase of 55 per cent. He would now 
consider what this money raised from the 
poor people of India was spent upon. 
In 1887-8 the Army, including expendi- 
ture on military works, cost India 
205,000,000 rupees; in 1907-8 it had 
increased to 309,000,000 rupees, an in- 
crease of 50 per cent. The great bugbear 
of Russia no longer existed, and there 
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was nO justification whatever of such a 
terrible increase in expenditure on arma- 
ments. But take the expenditure on 
salaries and the expenses of the Civil 
Department. That was in 1887-8, 
250,000,000 rupees, contrasted with 
379,000,000 rupees in 1907-8, or an 
increase of 51 per cent. The total 
expenditure on the Civil Service, collec- 
tion, pensions, and Army had increased 
from 455,000,000 rupees in 1887-8, to 
688,000,000 rupees in 1907-8, an in- 
crease of 51 per cent. The Hindoo got 
very little benefit from all that. He 
would compare the expenditure in India 
with the expenditure in England to show 
how the former told on the poor. The 
total income of the entire population of 
India was estimated by Digby at 
284,000,000 a year. It was calculated 
that the income of the people of the 
United Kingdom was £1,800,000,000, or 
more than six times as much. If we 
spent on our Army, Navy, and Civil Service 
in proportion to our wealth, what was 
spent in India, we would — spend 
£275,000,000 instead of £94,000,000. 
There was no wonder that there was 
unrest in India. It seemed to him that 
the House should calmly consider whether 
it intended to bleed India white, and go 
on taking from the poor Indian people 
those taxes from which they got no 
return. It would be very easy to reduce 
the taxation in India if native instead of 
European servants and administrators 
were employed. The wages of a 
European were forty times those of a 
Hindoo, and there was, therefore, 
no wonder that India was being ruined. 
The rupee had come down in twenty 
years, but the price of wheat, the chief 
product of the India ryot, had come 
down in like ratio, and the ryots had 
to pay 14 rupees for every rupee they paid 
in taxation twenty years ago. He would 
not go further into this, as he thought 
he hadsaid quite enoughto show that the 
case of India required serious recon- 
sideration. The plagues and famines 
would never be got rid of until this ex- 
travagant expenditure on the Army and 
Civil Services was stopped, and taxation 
was also stopped altogether in the 
poor districts for some five years or 
so, in order that the cultivators of India 
might recover. They were the hardest 
worked and most industrious people 


Mr. Lupton, 


{COMMONS} 


Revenue Accounts. 930 


in the world, and if some hope was given 
to them that what they earned would go 
to them and their family, in that way 
India might in twenty years again become 
a prosperous country. At present our 
rule did no good to India. India had been 
called a rich country and was until we 
went there and destroyed their manu- 
factures and their shipping. We had 
done this by laws deliberately passed to 
bring thatabout. We were now destroying 
their agriculture, their last resource, by 
excessive taxation, and it would be a 
disgrace to this country and to the 
party to which he belonged if they 
did not, now that they were in power, 
take the opportunity of trying to stop 
the ruin of India and of the people who, 
for a time, were committed to our care 
in that country. 





Question ‘That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the Question,” 
| put, and agreed to. 


Main Question again proposed. 


Mr. MACLEAN (Bath) rose to call 
attention to the Motion standing in 
his name dealing with the condition of 
the church accommodation for soldiers 
of the Anglican community in India. 
It raised, he said, a question of national 
importance. The difficulty arose in this 
way. In 1860 certain Regulations were 
made by the Government of India for 
the provision of churches for British 
troops in India, and under Rule 3 a 
church was provided for the Roman 
Catholic and for the Protestant com- 
munities in the Army. That rule laid 
down that the word ‘“ Protestant” 
should include Wesleyans, Presbyterians, 
and other denominations. It was under- 
stood that there should not be more 
than one Protestant church provided, 
and certain regulations were drawn up, 
but under this rule that church was to be 
under the control of the authority of the 
Anglican Church in India. For thirty 
years that rule had never been acquiesced 
in by the Scottish Church authority. It 
met with a certain sense of satisfaction 
because it was interpreted in a tolerant 
spirit. But a change came over the 
tolerant attitude in 1897, and certain 
revised rules were contemplated to 
provide that in the event of any dispute 
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with regard to the use of the church, so 
fir as the military authorities were con- 
cerned the final appeal should be to the 
(‘ommander-in-Chief of the station. If 
te question of want of accommodation 
in Protestant churches for these Protes- 
tant communities had been left to the 
military or the Civil authority no diffi- 
culty would have arisen, but the decision 
was left tothe ecclesiastical authorities, 
and in spite of all the efforts of the Civil 
Government there the difficulty had 
remained persistent. Some of the herd- 
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sips which the Scottish regiments had to | 
if : 
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, | 
suffer with regard to this were very great. | 


They had no church set apart for the 


Scottish chaplain, and frequently had to | 


worship in the school-room or music hall 
where the remains of the last night’s en- 
tertainment had been left, which did not 
tend toa spirit of reverence. The position 
was that the Scottish regiments sent to 


India had to pivot around Presbyterian | 
places of worship. except in cases of | 


military emergency. What was the | 
result 2 He mentioned the glaring case 


of the 2nd: Battalion Gordon Highlanders. | 
| conducted in them. But the Anglican 


For years they had been near the frontier 
expecting to take their place in the recent 
war. When they were at Peshawar they 
were ordered to march to the 
Subsequently they received an order 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


front. | 


to go back to Calcutta, where they now | 
were,and the Manchester regiment was | 


moved right up to the north to take the 
place of the Gordon Highlanders. Every- 
hody would agree that that was extremely 
hard lines on the Gordon Highlanders, 
who had been waiting on the Frontier 
io take their proper part in the campaign. 
What was the consequence ? 
Gordon Highlanders were in Calcutta 
to-day and were not in a state of mutiny, 


The | 


but of great unrest and discontent, on | 
account of the hardships imposed on | 


them owing to the uncharitable action 
ef the Anglican authorities in India. 
The regulations enforced were ridiculous. 
The idea that Scottish regiments were to 
pivot around such meagre provision as 
might be made for Presbyterians, while 
other regiments coming many years later 
could be moved about the whole of 
India in accordance with military neces- 
sity, was enough to break the heart of any 
soldier in any regiment in the British 
Army. He ventured to hope that what- 
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of the Secretary of State he would see 
that for the future the Government 
building set apart for religious worship 
should not be consecrated to the use of 
any one denomination, but should be 
open and free to all in the British Army. 
So long as such churches were claimed for 
one denomination they should be kept 
at the sole expense of that denomination. 
He hoped a common-sense opinion would 
prevail upon those who were at present 
standing in the way of a reasonable 
settlement of a most irritating problem. 


*Mr. EUGENE WASON (Clackmannan 
and Kinross) said that the Scottish 
Members, believed that the Scottish 
regiments were under a great dis- 
advantage at the present time because 
they were not sent to places to which 
otherwise they would be sent as there 
was no place there in which they eould 
worship. They had no wish to make 
any complaint against the Anglican 
Church except to say that these were 
Government churches, and that Presby- 
terian services ought to be allowed to be 


authorities had gone further than not 
providing facilities, thev had actually 
when they had allowed Presbyterians 
to worship in these churches, forbidden 
the ministers of the Scottish churches to 
administer the Communion there. That 
was a great insult. These churches 
were built by the Government out of 
public money and the clergy were mostly 
paid by public money. As these churches 
were built, maintained and supported 
by public’ money they ought to be 
as free for the administration of 


the Presbyterian Communion as th» 
administration of the Anglican Com- 


munions. They did not quarrel with 
either the Anglicans or the Roman 
Catholics, but they did say that for the 
Scottish troops to be kept at Calcutta 
and not given the same chance as other 
regiments, because there was not a 
Presbyterian church in a district to 
which otherwise they would be sent, was 
a grievance under which they ought not 


to be allowed to suffer. At the 
present time the Scottish regiments 


were being unfairly treated because they 
were kept in places where there was not 
a Presbyterian church. If in other places 


ever might be the difficulties in the way | they were allowed to worship in the same 





993 East India 
churches as the other denominations 
they would have the same chances as 
other regiments. 


Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 
Burghs) said it was stated in the White 
Paper recently issued that this was a 
question between the Church of Scotland 
and the Government on one hand, and 
the Church of England and the Govern- 
ment on the other; but all the churches 
in Scotland had the same interest in the 
matter as the Church of Scotland, and 
the whole of Scotland was unanimous 
and felt very deeply upon the point. He 
quite recognised that the scandal attend- 
ing the consecration of churches in India 
would, under the Secretary of State’s 
despatch, now cease, but he did not think 
the suggested remedy would be accepted 
as such, either by Scotland or by Scots- 
men in the Army. The official papers 
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Church in each station was the soundest. 
They therefore asked and expected that 
Protestants who did not happen to be 
Anglicans should be allowed to hold their 
services, solemnise marriages, baptisms, 
and the sacraments in the churches 
provided by the Government, and that 
no Government grant should be given 
to such churches from which they were 
excluded. It was not a matter which 
could be left to the discretion of the 
bishops of the Anglican Church; it was 
not from them that they sought their 
rights; they sought them from — the 
Government. 


Mr. C. E. PRICE (Edinburgh, Central) 
said that very strong feeling on the subject 
had been roused in Scotland, and he 
scarcely thought the Secretary of State 
had realised the strength of that feeling, 
or he would not have issued the report 





referred to six or seven Scottish Infantry 
battalions, but they by no means repre- | 
rented all the Scottish soldiers in India. | 
The artillery was very largely recruited | 
in Scotland and in many of the cavalry | 
and other regiments they found a large | 
proportion of Scotsmen. They had to | 
consider not six or seven Scottish bat- | 
talions, but the Presbyterians in the 
Army, and he ventured to say other 
Protestants who were probably even a 
larger proportion of the Army. The 
present system under which the Anglican 
bishop or chaplain had the right to pro- 
hibit services of any other denomination 
in churches erected by the Government 
of India was intolerable. It had been 
worked without much Christian feeling, 
and they would never consent to the 
present arrangement, 


| 


or suggestion referred to. He noticed 
the other day that in reply to a question 
the Under-Secretary referred to these 
Protestants as Nonconformists. 


Mr. BUCHANAN : 


word, 


I never used that 


Mr. ©. E. PRICE said he did not 

‘atch =the expression himself, but it 
ippeared in the report of the right hon. 
tentleman’s Answer. He might have 
used it unwittingly, 


Mr. BUCHANAN: Never; it must 


Le a mistake of the reporters. 


Mr. C. EB. PRICE said he was aware 
that the righthon. Gentleman might say 


It was proposed in | they intended to make provision for all 


the last despatch that a Scottish regiment | Presbyterian soldiers in the different 


should be concentrated where there was | 


an unconsecrated church. That was 
extremely unsatisfactory. Those who 
went into the military service wanted to 
go where there was likely to be work, 
and in many of the frontier places they 
would not find an unconsecrated place 
of worship, and again the unconsecrated 
places often compared unfavourably with 
the consecrated places of worship. It 
was not quite fair to call upon the people 
of India to provide churches for every 





stations in India, but that would not 
| meet the case. There were other soldiers 
| beside Presbyterians, and the only way 
|in which they could meet the difficulty 
| was to allow all denominations to use 
| the churches. He, therefore, suggested 
that no further grant should be made 
| to the churches, either for capital ex- 
| penditure or maintenance, unless they 
[had an assurance that they would be 
|open to the various denominations 
|represented by the soldiers. It was 





variety of Christianity that happened to | nothing short of a scandal that they 
be represented in India, and the principle | should place an annual charge for the 
that there should be one Protestant | churches upon the people of India, who 


Mr. Eugene Wason, 
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were of an entirely different religion. | 


If there was to be any charge, it should 
be placed upon this country, or, on the 
other hand, they should rely upon the 


Christian communities to support their 


own churches. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he quite agreed 
with his colleagues from Scotland that 
Scotland and NScottish soldiers had a 
grievance, and he shared their natural 
feeling with regard to the action taken 
by the officials of the Anglican Church ; 
but they must look at the facts. There 


was one sentence in the White Paper 


which was not read by the hon. 
Member for Bath, and to which no one 
else had paid any regard. It was the 
kernel of the whole matter. When the 
difficulty arose, and it became serious, the 
Secretary of State in 1899, Lord George 
Hamilton, took the legal opinions of 
Mr. Cohen and two other authorities 
and had it confirmed by the opinion of 
law officers of the Crown. Their opinion 
was that under the form in which per- 
mission was given by the Government 
of India to consecrate the churches, 
the bishops had sole control over them. 
They had got the right side of the law. 
The present position of affairs was that 
when this grievance arose they took 
the best course available, and found 
out what the grievance was. They 
found out that the best side of the law 
was with the church authorities. 
What was to be done? Surely the best 
course was that in future from that 
time onwards no church which was 
built out of the revenues of India should 
be allowed to be consecrated, so that this 
difficulty could not occur in the future 
in any church built out of the revenues 
of India after 1899. In that matter he 
thought they had done their best. The 
Government had endeavoured at the 
principal stations in India to supply 
facilities for Presbyterian soldiers to 
worship at their own churches, and 
that surely was the desire of Scottish 
Members. He thought Scottish soldiers 
should have proper facilities for attend- 
ing the Scottish Church. [An Hon. 
Member: What about the Wesleyans ?] 
Surely hon. Members did not propose 


that they should go back upon the agree- 
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ment they had made with the authorities | 


of those consecrated buildings. 
VOL. CXCIII. [Fourrs Series. | 


How | 


| Government of 
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could they possibly do that? They 
had observed that agreement for five 
years, and it was a binding arrangement. 
As he had already said the authorities 
of the church had the best side of the 
law, and how could they alter that state 
of things by putting pressure upon tne 
India? Personally he 
was not in favour of altering the law 
so as to upset what had been done before 
1899, because he did not think that 
would be fair. The Government were 
doing everything in their power to supply 
this want and remedy the difficulty 
which haa occurred by building other 
churches at the principal ; vations. 


Revenue Accounts. 


*¥Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) said the 
reply which had just been given was 
not at all satisfactory. They were very 
much astonished to find that 
Church had an _ exclusive 
right to use buildings provided by public 
money. He thought that was most 
unfair. A great many things had been 
legally done in this country which were 
unfair, but that did not mean that they 
should continue for ever, and the argu- 
ment used in this connection by the 
right hon. Gentleman was in his opinion 
nonsense. Why did they disestablish 
the Irish Church, if they could not alter 
something which had legally been done ? 
The House ought to insist upon having 
fair play to all sects in India. He ap- 
pealed to the Under-Secretary for India 
to see that justice was done to the Pres- 
byterians, and he hoped the law would 
be altered so as to permit all buildings 
built and maintained by public money to 
be used by all religious sects. They 
might be told that the Episcopalian 
Church was so powerful that the Govern- 
ment dare not go against them, but that 
was not the opinion of the people of 
Scotland or England. There was a very 
strong feeling about this matter, and the 
sooner the right hon. Gentleman gave 
way to it the better it would be for him- 
self and the Indian Government, and for 
everybody else concerned. The right 
hon. Gentleman acknowledged that it 
was wrong and that it was an injustice. 
Therefore, let them have justice done to 
all the people, and let the Government 
understand that they must not favour 
the Episcopalian Church more than any 
other church. This matter cou!d not 


H 


one 
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rest as it was. The right hon. Gentle- 
man congratulated himself on the fact 
that they could not take a division now ; 
if they could have done so his tone 
would have been very different, but he 
might clearly understand that the 
injustice com>»lained of must be speedily 
remedied. 


Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire) said it was perfectly clear that 
the English law affecting the consecration 
of buildings did not apply in British 
India. The Under-Secretary for India 
had referred to some legal opinion, but 
unfortunately, no details were given. 
The difficulty in this matter had arisen 
from the supineness of the Government 
of India. The complaint was that the 
Government ought never to have given 
such a guarantee as that which had been 
referred to. He could appreciate the 
difficulties which had arisen in conse- 
quence of that, and he could appreciate 
also what the hon. Gentleman had said 
about no further church being conse- 
crated ; but when he turned up the 
despatch he found it stated in general 
terms that no church was in future to be 
consecrated for the Church of England 
except where church accommodation 
had been set apart for those of other 
creeds. He did not consider that that 
went far enough. He considered that 
where churches were built with Govern- 
ment money an exclusive right should 
not be given to any particular denomina- 
tion. It seemed to him that so far as 


ex’sting churches were concerned public | 


money ought not to be given unless the 
Government were to have the control 
of them. 


answer on that point. 


Mr. BRIGHT (Oldham) said he wished 


to/speak on behalf of Nonconformists 


who 'might be with the Army in India. | 


It°was a monstrous condition of things 
tiat(churches that had been built from 
the monies of others in India and also 
froniithe Indian Exchequer should be 
devoted to the use of any particular 
seet.''-iHe was not at all content 
to hear that Presbyterians were to be 
provided for in the future throughout 
Indiay:.‘Wesleyans and other Noncon- 
formists: had just as much right to be 


Mr. Morton. 
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He hoped the Under-Secretary | 
would be able to give a satisfactory | 
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regarded as Presbyterians, and there 
should be no unfair discrimination on 
behalf of the Anglican Church. Surely, 
it was in the power of the Government 
of India to cease to pay sums of money to 
the churches. He had a strong impres- 
sion that when the clergy found that the 
money was not forthcoming they would 
modify their views. He hoped the 
Government would be able to take a 
view which would have some regard 
for Nonconformists generally. 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


EAST INDIA REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


Resolved, That it appears from the 
Accounts presented to Parliament that 
in 1906-7 the Revenue of India amounted 
to £73,144,554, the expenditure charged 
against Revenue to £71,555,179, and the 
Capital Expenditure not charged to 
Revenue to £8,712,668.—(Mr. Buchanan.) 


Resolution to be reported. 


GRAND JURY (IRELAND) ACT (1836) 
AMENDMENT BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1: 
Captain CRAIG moved an Amend- 


ment to insert at the beginning the words, 
* Subject to the provisions of this Act.” 
He explained that this Amendment was 


“necessary, so that a subsequent Amend- 


ment which he intended to move on Clause 
2 might be in order. The Amendment he 
intended to move on subsection (2) of 
Clause 2 was to insert the words, ‘ not 


/exceeding one-half of the whole.” The 


effect of that would be to prevent a 
/county council from having to defray 
|more than half of the expenditure in- 
ivolved in works which it might be 
| decided to carry out. He simply wished 
| to ask the Chief Secretary or the Vice- 
President of the Board of Agriculture 
‘whether he was willing to insert the 
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words, “not exceeding one-half of the 
whole.” He brought the Amendment 
forward because everyone knew 
on the seaboard the local representa- 
tives on the county council had not the 
same voice as those who represented inland 
districts in matters of expenditure. 
Everyone knew the difficulty of getting 
anything spent out of the rates for the 
fishing industry or for piers and harbours 
in Ireland. His Amendment would be 
in favour of those who are carrying on 
the fishing industry. When the Bill 
got its Second Reading on the previous 
night the Chief Secretary would not say 
a word in explanation, and the reason 
why he had put down his Amendment 
was to try and elicit from him why the 
Bill was introduced at all. Clause 1 
was right enough, because it carried out 
the wishes of Parliament; but Clause 2 
seemed to have been introduced under 
the influence of a single follower of the 
Government. He begged to move. 

Amendment proposed— 

“In page 1, at the beginning of line 5, to 
insert the words ‘ Subject to the provisions 
of this Act.’ °—(Captain Craig.) 

Question proposed, “ That 
words be there inserted.” 


those 


Tue VICE-PRESIDENT or tHe DE- 
PARTMENT or AGRICULTURE ror 
IRELAND (Mr. T. W. Russet, Tyrone, 
8.) thought the hon. and gallant Mem- 
ber did not exactly realise what was 
intended to be done by the Bill. At the 
present time the expenditure of a county 
council on a pier or similar work was 
limited to £300. The Department was 
willing to contribute a certain sum in aid 
of what the counties were entitled 
to spend, but there were some works 
they could not afford to assist unless 
the county councils were prepared to 


that | 
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| impediment. 
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clause merely dealt with procedure. 
Under the Grand Juries Act the money 
had to be paid into the hands of the 
county treasurer. The clause declared 
that in the case of the Department giving 
the money that would not be necessary. 
The Bill was desired by every maritime 
county in Ireland 


Captain CRAIG said that last night 
the Vice-President had stated that the 
reason £300 was increased to £1,500 was 
that in the reign of King William IV. 
£300 meant more than it did now. 


Me. T. W. RUSSELL: 


point I put forward. 


That was a 


Caprain CRAIG: The only point. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: Oh, no. It 
was quite true, however, that the cost of 
labour and material had increased since 
those days, but the real reason of the 
Bill was that works were being delayed, 
and he hoped the House would see its 
way to rid the county councils of’ the 
He did not see ~ that 
Members from the North of Ireland 
or elsewhere had anything to gain by 
stopping the county councils” from 
spending the rates as they desired. 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.) said that 


| from force of habit the right hon. Gentle- 


man had only stated half the case. He 
had mentioned the case of Ballintoy in 
which he had interested himself, but 
had been unable to get a money grant. 
Now that the right hon. Gentleman's 
solitary follower was Member for the 
division in which Ballintoy was situated 
it was possible togeta grant. The existing 


|law was that the county council could 


give more money than that authorised by | 


the Grand Juries Act. It was to meet 
this difficulty that the Bill had been 
introduced. * Quite recently the County 
work at Ballintoy. They were bound not 
had agreed to give £1,000, and the work 
would be carried out. It was proposed 
by the Bill that £1,500 should take the 
place of £300. The remainder of the 


give £300 and no more, and the Depart- 
ment accordingly had to give £1,000. 
He thought that was very satisfactory. 
What would be the position if the 
Bill passed ? The right hon. Gentleman 
would say that the Department would 


| put down £300 if the county council 
Council cf Antrim desired to do some | 


paid £1,000. There would be few sea- 


| board members on a county council, 
to go beyond £300, but the Department | 


and would they be able 
the other members to give £1,000? 
It could not be done in the North 
of Ireland. The real object of the Bill 


to persuade 


| was to allow the Department to put the 


H 2 
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screw on the county councils, and say : 
“Tf vou do not find £1,500 as the Bill 
authorises vou, we will not put down 
£50,” knowing perfectly well that it 
was almost impossible in Ireland to get 
a county council to make a charge over 
the whole county for the purpose. The 
only proper way out of this was what 
the right hon. Gentleman was trying 
to avoid. If there was to be a contri- 
bution, half should come from the county 
and the other half from the Depart- 
ment, instead of which the right hon. 
Gentleman was trying to get the Depart- 
ment a free hand to bleed the county 
councils for the full £1,500 a vear, and 
if they did not agree the Department 
would do nothing. In the interests of 
the fishermen, in whom the right hon. 
Gentleman had never interested him- 
self until verv recently, and of the sea- 
works along the North Coast of Ireland 
of which he spoke so sneeringly it was 
necessary that these piers should be 
provided, and that the condition should 
not be imposed on the county councils 
of providing more than half the whole 
sum which meant that the Department 
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Mr. CONOR O’KELLY (Mayo, N.) 


said his experience of seven or eight 
years of local government was that 
county councils took a very broad view 
of all these questions which were brought 
before them. He remembered that 
some four or five years ago the county 
council of his own county unanimously 
agreed toa liability which represented a 
large sum in connection with maritime 
works in the county, although the great 
majority of the constituencies, owing to 
their distance from the sea, did not benefit 
in the least from the proposed maritime 
works. This Bill was, in his opinion, 
a very useful measure. On many occa- 
sions in his own county they had been 
considerably hampered by reason of the 
fact that they could not exceed the 
limit imposed by the law, and he con- 
gratulated the Vice-President of the 
Agricultural Department upon bringing 
in this Bill. 


Question put, 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 26; 





should provide the other half. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn Sir Alex. F 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Balearres, Lord 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Barrie, H.\T. (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach, Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Cave, George 

Clark, George Smith 

Coates, Major E. F. (Lewisham) 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland D. 
Agar-Robartes, Hon. T. C. R. 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Armitage. R. 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnes, G. N,. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 
Belloc, Hilaire Joseph Peter R. 
Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamlets,S.Geo) 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boland, John 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Brunner, J. F. L.(Lanes., Leigh 


Noes, 147. 


AYES, 


Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Craig,Charles Curtis (Antrim,S) 
Dalrymple, Viscount 

Gibbs, G, A. (Bristol, West) 
Gretton, John 

Hamilton, Marquess of 

Hills, J. W. 

Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin.S) 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 


NOES. 


Bryce, J. Annan 

Byles, William Pollard 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton,Rt.Hn. Richard Knight 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clough, William 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Crean, Eugene 

Crossley, William J. 

Cullinan, J. 

Devlin, Joseph 

Donelan, Captain A, 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 


(Division List No. 211.) 


Moore, William 

Percy, Ear] 

Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
Talbot,’ Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell- (Lanark) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES —Cap- 
tain Craig and Mr. Lonsdale. 


Duncan, C. (Barrow-in- Furness 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Esslemont. George Birnie 
Evans, Sir Samue! T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gladstone,Rt.Hn. HerbertJohn 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Danie] Ford 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Rt Hn SirW. Brampton 
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
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Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel. Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henry. Charles S. 

Herbert, Col. Sir Ivor (Mon.,S8.) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge. John 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Joyce, Michael 

Kelley, George D. 

Kettle. Thomas Michael 
Kilbride, Denis 

Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Maclean, Donald 

Macpherson, _ =. 

Mac Veigh,Charles (Donegal, E. 
M Hugh, Patrick A. 

M'Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Meagher, Michael 


Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3 agreed to. 
Mr. T. 


clause providing that 


nents. 


New clause (Saving of rights of the 
Crown and Government Departments) 


(Mr. ZT. W. Russell) 


read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 


Grand Jury (Ireland) Act 


W. RUSSELL moved a new 
nothing in the 
Bill should prejudicially affect any right 
of the Crown or of Government Depart- 


brought up, and 
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Meehan, Francis E. (Leitrim,N) 
Middlebrook, William 

Mond, A. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,Charles N.(Doneast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary, Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’ Dowd, John 

O’Grady, J. 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Radford, G. H. 

Redmond, John E.( Waterford) 
Richards,Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts.Sir John H.(Denbighs) 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 


Government 
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Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke! 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Russell, T. W. 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton-under-Lyne 
Stanley,Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 
Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Tennant H. J. (Berwickshire 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson, James 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Ward, W. Dudley (Southampt’n 
Wason, Rt.Hn.E(Clackmannaa 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W. R.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


might at least have the 


courtesy to sav what the new clause was. 


He moved 


to report 


progress 7 ordet 


that the House might see the new clause 


on the 


Paper. 


The House ought to 


have the opportunity of considering the 


new clause, and if the Bill stood over for 
a day it could do SO. 
pring tple to a new clause, which was not 
on the Paper, being rushed through at 


He objected Ol 


that time of night. 


Mr. T. W. 


simply read : 


Motion made. and Question proposed, 
** That the Chairman do report progress ; 
and ask leave to sit again.” 


(Mr. Moore.) 


RUSSELL said the clause 
‘Nothing in this Act 





* That the clause be read a second time.” 


Mr. MOORE thought that when 
they had the Second Reading of 


the Bill on Tuesday night, and the 
Committee stage rushed through at the 
end of the session on Wednesday night, 
it was at least the duty of the Govern- 
ment, if there was a new clause, to put 
it on the Paper in order that the House 
might see it. Failing that course, the 


shall affect prejudicially any right, power, 
or privilege invested in or exercisable by 
the Crown or any Government Depart- 
ment.” He wished to explain that the 
clause was not put down because he had 
not thought it was necessarv and inas- 
much—— 


THE DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : Order, 


order. I must first put the Motion to 
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report progress unless the hon. Member | new clause, and he could not withdraw his 
| Motion to report progress. 


withdraws, 


Mr. MOORE said there had been a | 
recent decision in Ireland in connection 


with which he would like to consider the | Noes, 144. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn Sir Alex. F 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Balearres, Lord 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N.) 
Beach, Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Cave, George 

Clark, George Smith 

Coates, Major E. F. (Lewisham) 


Abraham Wiliam (Cork N.E.) 
Acland Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland D. 
Agar-Robartes, Hon. T. C. R. 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Armitage. R. 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Beaumont. Hon. Hubert 

Benn, W.(T’ w’r Hamlets,S.Geo) 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boland, John 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Brunner,J. F. L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryce, J. Annan 

Byles, William Pollard 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cloagh, William 

Cobbold, Felix Taornley 
Condon, Taomas Joseph 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Crean, Eugene 

Crossley, William J. 

Cullinan, J. 

Devlin, Joseph 

Donelan, Captain A, 
Dackworth, James 

Datiy, William J. 

Duncan, C. ( Barrow-in- Furness 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Esslemont, George Birnie 
Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Grey. Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 


Mr. Caldvuell. 


AYES. 


Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Craig,Charles Curtis (Antrim.S. 
Craig,Captain James( Down, E.) 
Dalrymple, Viscount 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gretton, John 

Hamilton, Marquess of 

Hills, J. W. 

Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S. 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 


NOES. 


Griffith, Ellis J. 

Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Rt Hn SirW, Brampton 
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Harcourt, Robert V.( Montrose) 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, Col. Sir Ivor (Mon.,S.) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhousse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Jones, Lief (Appleby) 

Joyce, Michael 

Kelley, George D. 

Kettle, Thomas Michael 
Kilbride, Denis 

Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Maclean, Donald 

Macpherson, J. T. 

Mac Veigh,Charles (Donegal, E.) 
M’ Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Francis E. (Leitrim,N. 
Middlebrook, William 

Mond, A. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morse, L. L. 

Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 26; 
(Division List No. 212.) 


Question put. 


, 


Percy, Earl 

Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell- (Lanark) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart. 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Moore and Mr. Lonsdale. 


Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,CharlesN.(Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary, Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 4 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’ Dowd, John 

O’Grady, J. 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Malley, William 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, CG. E.(Edinb’gh, Central) 
Radford, G. H. 

teddy, M. 

Redmond, JohnE.(Waterford) 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monin’th 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts,Sir John H.(Denbighs) 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Russell, T. W. 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Scott, A. H.(Ashton-under-Lyne 
Stanley,Hn.A. Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 
Summerbel}], T. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thorne,G.R.(Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson, James 

Toulmin, George 
Ward,W.Dudley (Southampt’n 
Wason, Rt.Hn. E(Clackmannan 
Whitbread, Howard 
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White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 


Original Question again proposed. 


Mr. MOORE wished to know from 
some Member of the Government as the 
Attorney-General -for Ireland was not 
present to help the House on points 
of law, whether, under the Grand Jury 
Acts, the Crown was bound. Perhaps 
the Minister in charge of the Bill could 
tell them. If he could not, then they 
had better wait for the further considera- 
tion of the Bill till he could. When they 
had a new Bill like that they were en- 
titled to know whether it went beyond 
the Acts which it proposed to amend. 
He hoped he would receive a reply. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) asked 
if he might suggest that the Government 
should restore to the Orange Party the 
right to kick the King’s Crown into the 


Bovne. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG said the Orange 
Party never had that right. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL said he had 
already explained that the draughtsman 
of the Bill considered that the Crown 
was protected by the Grand Jury Acts, 
and that all that was done by the Bill 
was to enlarge the expenditure. It was 
in order to keep all the security and 
protection necessary that the clause had 
been inserted to euard 
mistake. 


against any 


Mr. MOORE said that surely if the 
Crown was bound by the Grand Jury 
Acts it was not necessary to move that 
Amendment. He put it to the good sense of 
the Committee that, if the Parliamentary 
draughtsman was of opinion that the 
ground had already been covered by the 
Grand Jury Act and if it was not the 
intention of those in charge of the Bill 
to extend the Grand Jury Act, they 
should be very careful of the mere cpse 
dixit of the Treasury. The House ought 
to have an opportunity to consider the 
matter, and he would like to know 
whether advice had been given by any 
law officer that the Amendment was 
necessary. It might lead to very far- 
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Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Wilson,Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, W.T. (Westhoughton) 
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TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


reaching results. He was as anxious as 
any other Member of the House to protect 
the rights of the Crown—but by the new 
clause so far as they had had an oppor- 
tunity of considering it (which meant 
having it read by the Clerk at the Table) 
not only the rights of the Crown were 
protected but the rights of anv and every 
Department. He supposed even the 
Estates Commissioners came into it. 
The House ought to have had an 
opportunity to consider the terms of a 
proposal which might be so very large 
in its operation. He asked once more, 
had any legal man of reputation, apart 
from the Treasurv, said the Amendment 
was necessary? If not, he did not think 
the Amendment was necessary and the 
House ought not to proceed with it. 


Captain CRAIG asked whether the 
right hon. Gentleman had taken into his 
confidence and consulted the Member for 
North Antrim on the subject. 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 


Clause read a second time, and added 
to the Bill. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL moved a fur- 
ther new clause, the words of which, he 
said, were taken from the Grand Jury 
Act and it was desirable that they 
should be repeated. 


Clause read a first time. : 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
* That the clause be read a second time.” 


Mr. WALTER LONG said there was 
obviously no objection to the principle 
of the clause which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had moved, but he was bound to say 
that it was unreasonable for hon. Gentle- 
men opposite who desired as he desired 
to go to bed, but who having no 
interest in this legislation expressed their 
desire to go to bed by shouting 
“Divide.” It was unreasonable and 
improper to do that when the Govern- 
ment in this legislation were adopting 
acourse which he believed to be without 
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precedent. 
when the Unionists were responsible for 


government, if theyhad brought ina Bill, | 


read it a second time on Tuesday, moved 
it in Committee on the following night, 
and had then on the second night 
asked the Committee to insert two 
new clauses, one after the other, neither 
being on the paper, hon. Gentlemen who 
were impatient at the attitude taken up 
by his hon. friends behind him, would, 
whether they came from below the 
gangway or from the other side of the 
House, have offered strenuous resistance 
to the passage of the Bill and would have 
criticised the action of the Government in 
unmistakable terms. He was sure that 
hon. Gentlemen opposite, if they ex- 
pressed the views in their minds, would 
agree with the view he put forward 
that that was not the way in which 
public business should be conducted. He 
did not desire to offer, nor did he suggest 
his hon. friends would offer, opposition 
to the passage of a clause which was 
necessary, but he said that the Govern- 
ment draughtsmen were public servants, 
paid to do certain duties, and among 


them to know the work they had 
got to do and accordingly prepare 
their Bills. To ask the House in 


Committee at half-past twelve o'clock 
in the morning to deal with legislation 
proposed and brought forward in this 
slovenly fashion was to insult the House 
of Commons. He desired to make 
this protest, not because he wanted to 
make any personal attack on the Govern- 
ment, but because he felt he was voicing 
the opinions which would have been ex- 
pressed. by every Member of the House 
if the Unionists had been responsible 
and had brought their legislation for- 
ward inthis way. He never remembered 
a case like it, and he desired to make 
the strongest protest against it and to 
sav that if the Government repeated 
these tactics they would have themselves 
to thank if proceedings were prolonged 
far bevond an hour that was reasonable. 


Mr. BIRRELL quite agreed that it 
was not unnatural in the circumstances 
to want to know what these two new 
clauses were about. When they were 
examined they would be found to be 
simply clauses saving the interests of 
the Crown and the purchase of titles 

Mr. Walter Long. 
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He ventured to say that | 
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under Charter. It very often happened 
that clauses and considerations of that 
kind were omitted by the draughtsman 
because he assumed the rights of the 
Crown required no special protection or 
were already protected under the legis- 
lation of which the Act was an Amend- 
ment. The draughtsmen were not abso- 
lutely arbitrary in these matters. Various 
other persons were entitled to be con- 
sidered. There were those who advised 
the Crown, those who advised the Woods 
and Forests, those concerned with persons 
acting under charters, and the words had 
been put in to secure that no injustice 
should be done. He quite agreed that 
it was not desirable to move new clauses 
in Committee in that way, but these new 
clauses were of a most innocuous kind. 
With the general principle which the 
right hon. Gentleman enunciated. he 


agreed, 


Mr. MOORE said he had nothing to 
complain of in the general principle 
which had been enunciated by the 
right hon. Gentleman on the front 
Opposition bench and very fairly ac- 
cepted by the Chief Secretary. But the 
argument between the front benches 
went on the assumption that these new 
were necessary. He said that 
when it came to that hour of the night 
the Committee entitled to see 
whether not. 
The law officers were elsewhere. but he 


clauses 


was 
thev were necessarv or 


| presumed the Minister was posted with 


their advice, especially in a matter 
where the draughtsmen were 0! 
opinion that these clauses were un- 


necessary. He pointed out that they 
had not had any definite answer as to 
whether the old Grand Jury Act pro- 
tected the Crown or not, but at any rate 
the first new clause protected the Crown, 
and he wanted to know what was the 
object of the second new clause which 
protected the right ot people holding 
by Charter under the Crown. If the 
Crown was protected, all persons claim- 
ing under the Crown were equally so. 
What. therefore, was the necessity of the 
clause’? He must protest 
the introduction of a clause 
they had never seen. The other object 
was to prevent the public general statute 
which the Bill corrected, interfering with 
local and personal rights under local and 


second new 


against 
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personal statutes. He did not think 
there was a lawyer in the land who 
thought that such a Bill as that would 
interfere with local and personal rights 
already given by Parliament. It seemed 
to him quite superfluous, and if it were 
not introduced by the particular Minister 
who introduced it at that hour of the 
night, he would be inclined to let it pass, 
but knowing the reputation of that 
Minister, he could not but think there 
was something behind it. 


Agreed to. 


Clause read a second time,and added 
to the Bill. 


Bill reported; as amended, to be 
considered this day, and to be printed. 
[Bill 340. ] 


EVICTED TENANTS (IRELAND) BILL, 


Order for the Second Reading read. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he was glad to 
think at all events that there could be 
nothing irregular about this Bill for it 
came to them from the House of Lords. 
where it was read a third time without a 
division. It would be within the recollece- 
tion of those Members of the House who 
were present during the debates on the 
Evicted Tenants Act of last year, that in 
the House of Lords a proviso was added 
to one of the provisions of that Bill, 
providing that no tenant who occupied 
a farm from which a previous tenant 
had been evicted should be, if culti- 
vating that farm in a husbandlike manner, 
obliged even on the payment of com- 
pensation to give up his holding. That 
Was put in the Act in the House of Lords 
on the very creditable ground that no 
person in these circumstances should be 
required to leave his holding if he chose 
to remain in it. The words of the 
proviso were proposed by Lord Robertson 
and inserted in the Bill and became law, 
However, some tenants on Lord Clanri- 
carde’s estate were willing to go and 
had made arrangements to go on pay- 
ment of compensation by the Estates 
Commissioners. But the point of law 
Was raised that, having regard to the 
language of the proviso added in the 


House of Lords, if the land was being 
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cultivated in a husbandlike manner it 
was beyond the purview of the Estates 
Commissioners, and beyond the powers 
of the Act for that tenant cultivator 
to be affected and to go. That was not 
the vicw taken by the Judge in the Court 
of first instance, but the Court of Appeal 
in Ireland, which was the final appeal! 
under the statute, unanimously decided 
that the learned Judge was wrong, and 
held that according to the true construc- 
tion of the proviso, once the farm was 
being cultivated in a husbandlike manner 
it was outside the purview of the Act. 
That matter was brought before the 
House of Lords by the Bill which he was 
now moving to have read a second time, 
and which was intended to carry out 
the object which both Lord Robertson 
and Lord Lansdowne with characteristic 
fairness at admitted they had 
intended the proviso should carry out. 
The noble Lords both stated when 
dealing with the Bill that their object 
had been not to protect the landlord 
of the land, but to protect the occupier 
of the land. If the occupier did not 
want to go and was cultivating his land 
in a husbandlike manner, he was not 
to go. So long as that was assured 
the noble Lords were content, and they 
therefore allowed the Bill to be read a 
second time. When the Bill was con- 
sidered in Committee in the House oi 
Lords an Amendment was made which. 


once 


'when the Committee stage was taken 


in the House of Commons, it would be 
for the Committee to consider. But so 
far as the general principle of the Bill 
was concerned, there was complete unity 
of opinion in the House of Lords, as he 
hoped there would be in the House of 
Commons, that the object of the measure 
was merely to give effect to the legisla- 
tion of last vear. He would, therefore, 
ask the House to read the Bill a second 
time, and when they got into Committee 
they would have an opportunity of dis- 
cussing the Amendment made to the 
Bill by the House of Lords 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.”—(Myr. Birrell.) 


Mr. WALTER LONG said that when 
the Chief Secretary referred to this 
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question a short time ago, he (Mr. Long) 
stated on behalf of his friends on the 
Opposition side of the House that it 
was impossible for him without notice 


of the debate, to examine the references | 


which the right hon. Gentleman had 
then been good enough to give. 
of course, took an early opportunity of 


He, | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


reading the debates which took place | 


both in the House of Commons and 
in another place, and he satisfied himself 
that the language used in another place, 
and also by himself and his friends in 


{COMMONS} 


reference to the Act of last year, had | 


been accurately described by the Chief 
Secretary. The difficulty it was pro- 
posed to deal with in the Biil was one 
that it was not easy to dismiss in a few 
sentences, even at that hour 
morning, but he wished to say at once 
that he and his friends would not offer 
any opposition to the passage of the 
Bill on its Second Reading. When they 
came to the Committee stage they would 
have to consider the Amendment in- 
serted in another place, and it would be 
for them to say what their view of it 
was. What they felt was that the 
Chief Secretary had stated the view held 
generally by Unionists in both Houses 
when the Evicted Tenants Act was 
passed, namely, that while they ex- 
pressed grave doubts as to the wisdom 
of the Government’s policy, as to its 
ultimate success, and as to its effect on 
the prospects and prosperity of other 
tenants in Ireland, they admitted that 
if the evicted tenants question was to 
be dealt with by legislation, the one 
thing that ought to be insisted upon by 
Parliament was that no tenant sitting 
on a farm and carrying on his business 
in a decent and proper manner, in accor- 
dance with the ordinary rules of good 
husbandry, ought to be disturbed. While 
Parliament was then asked to accede 
to the request to protect the sittmg 
tanant when he wished to remain in 
his holding, it was quite obvious that 
it was impossible and unjust to ask that 
Parliament should say to the tenant 
who was anxious to go, that he was not 
to go, because there was some other 
reason against him doing so. Then 
came the question, was the tenant in 
reality anxious to move? That raised 
a very controversial and difficult question, 
No doubt allegations could easily be 


Mr. Walter Long. 


of the | 
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made by both sides as to the undoubted 
pressure being put on tenants to express 
their opinion one way or the other. 
But all that Parliament could ask within 
the limits of the Bill or within the opera- 
tions of the Evicted Tenants Act was 
that the man should assent to his removal 
to another farm. He regarded the Bill 
as a necessary complement of the pro- 
ceedings which occurredfin both Houses 
during the passage of the Evicted Tenants 
Act. While holding that view, he hoped 
he would not be considered as committing 
himself to the acceptance of all the 
views, from time to time expressed, in 
regard to the Evicted Tenants Act. 
He would certainly offer no opposition 
to the progress of the Bill on the Second 
Reading, but when it came to the Com- 
mittee. stage, he should suggest that 
Parliament ought to protect the sitting 
tenant from injustice and from removal 
against his will. « : 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House for To-morrow.—(Mr. Birrell.) 


AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS ‘BILL. 
Order for the Second Reading read. 


THe TREASURER orf tHe HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir Epwarb StrRacHEyY, Somerset- 
shire, 8.) said that this Bill, which was 
a Consolidation Bill, had come from the 
House of Lords, and he hoped it would 
be given a Second Reading that night. 
As regarded the Market Gardeners Act, he 
proposed in Committee to move an 
Amendment to this effect : ‘* Clause 42, 
page 20, line 41, at end, to insert, * Pro- 
vided that where such a tenancy was 4 
tenancy from vear to year the compensa- 
tion payable in respect of an improvement 
comprised in the Third Schedule to this 
Act shall be such (if any) as could! have 
been claimed if this#Act had not been 
passed.” He had put this Amendment 
down to make it quite clear that it was 
a Consolidation Bill. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 
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Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, | which had never been introduced into a 
Tewkesbury) thought that the Amend-| Bill of that sort before since the Local 
ment would carry out the intention to! Loans Act was authorised in 1875. Clause 
make this simply a Consolidation Bill, | 6 extended the purposes for which the 
and he would be glad to assist the | Public Works Loan Commissioners were 
Government in carrying out their object. | authorised to lend money. He thought 

| the House would be rather astonished to 

Question put, and agreed to, learn that the Clause allowed the Public 

m Works Loan Commissioners to lend 

Bill read a second time, and committed | monev to the Territorial Armv. He did 
toa Committee of the Whole House for} not think anyone would advance the 
To-morrow, argument that the Territorial Army 
was a public work organised by a local 
Ay ie me : __ | authority. The County Associations in 
EAST go re tan AND | connection with the Territorial Army 
were formed for certain purposes in 
connection with national defence, and 
had really nothing to do with local works 
or local authorities. He would not at 
that late hour attempt to consider the 
question whether it was right to borrow 
money for the Territorial Army, but he 
wished to remind the House that in the 
last Parliament when the Unionist Gov- 
ernment borrowed money for the pur- 
poses of the Army and for the purposes 
of the Navy thev brought forward 
1. EP aienweder. s separate Bills for the purpose, the Mili- 
sn F. BANBURY said he was sorry | +27. Works Bill,the Military Loans Bill, 
and the Navy Works Bill. At that time 
hon. Gentlemen opposite denounced the 
Unionist Partv for doing that. on the 
ground that it was not sound finance, as 
the expenses for national defence ought to 
be defraved out of the revenue for the 
vear. Yet now they had the Government 
of purists bringing forward a clause 
which enabled them to borrow money 
for the purposes of the Territorial Army, 
and instead of bringing it forward in a 
separate Bill as the Unionist Government 
had done they put it in a Public Works 
| Loan Bill and brought it forward in the 
early hours of the morning, after the 

House had been discussing all day the 
: : Indian Budget and other things. He was 
pose ol COEEy mG CUS CONOR works. prepared to say that there were not five 
The whole object of all the Bills founded enon in the Meuse whe knew of that clunes 
viped pss had ag — _ in the Bill. He had only discovered it 
a ee it Bill provided | himself a short time previousiy. The 
lor the raising of £3,700,000, a large ksiitiie) sete, 
sum of money, and it also provided es ie —s ; a : 
for monev to be written off for bad debts The Public Works Loan ( ommissioners 
. : may, in manner provided by the Public Works 
in Ireland. He would have liked to have [Loans Act, 1875, as amended by any subsequent 
stida few words on that question, but as enactment, lend any money which may be 
it was so late he would confine his ob- borrowed for any of the purposes for which a 
servations to Clause 6 of the Bill. Clause ey. Seine woanang — apr 
: torial and Reserve Forces Act, 1907, is for the 
‘6, he would venture to siy, was a clause | time being authorised by the regulations made 


Order for Committee thereupon read, 
and discharged. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 


Order for the Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the $Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


the Government had brought on this Bill 
at such a‘late hour. It was in the 
ordinary course of events a very important 
Bill which provided that certain sums 
of money might be taken from the Con- 
solidation Fund and advanced to local 
authorities. The Bill was originally in- 
troduced in 1875, and the reason for its 
introduction was that certain monies! 
should be advanced from the public 
exchequer to public authorities for 
certain purposes which were clearly laid 
down in the Act. The fact was that 
local authorities had not been able to 
borrow so cheaply as they wished to do, 
and it was thought advisable to give 
then the nation’s credit for the pur- 








247 


Public Works 


by the Army Council under Section 4, sub- 
section 1, of that Act to borrow, and may so 
lend on the security on which the County Associ- 
ations is similarly authorised to borrow.”’g 


Section 4, subsection (1) gave powe1 
to borrow money if authorised by the 
Army Council, but that clause gave 
power for money to be borrowed for 
any purpose. It might be used for the 
men, for the purchase of their uniforms, 
for the purchase of their ammunition, 
or for any other purpose, and Parlia- 
ment would have control what- 
ever over the purposes for which the 
money was used. It said in the Bill 
‘*in the manner provided by the Public 
Works Loan Act, 1875.” He found in 
that Act that Clause said that the 
money might be expended from time 
to time in making loans for the purposes 
of any works. Nobody could say that 
to pay the men and provide them with 
uniforms was what was known as a 
public work. The Act laid down that 
the money must only be expended on 
works, and therefore it was not right 
to apply it to other purposes. The first 
schedule began by saying the works 
for which the Commissioners might lend 
money should be docks, harbours, piers, 
lunatic asylums, fire stations, school- 
houses, waterworks, wash-houses, etc., 
and it went on—and he believed it was 


ho 


on that that the Secretary to the Trea- 


sury would found his argument—or any 
work on which the Commissioners were 
authorised to lend money by any Act 
after the passing of that Act. There 
was no definition in Clause 6 as to the 


object for which that money should be | 


advanced. If there was a definition 
saying that the money should be ad- 
vanced for drill halls, or rifle ranges, 
the hon. Gentleman might say he was 


justified in introducing the clause in 
thet Bill. There was no doubt that 
the schedule authorised the money 


to be raised for the purposes of works, 
but even if the hon. Gentleman would 
amend Clause 6 so as to prevent the 
money being used for any purpose other 
than works he still maintained that a 
separate Bill should have been intro- 
duced, and that the matter should not 
have been dealt with in a Public Works 
Loan Bill so that nobody in the House 
except himself knew that it was in the 
Bill. The hon. Member for Halifax 
Sir F. Banbury. 


{COMMONS} 
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and the First Lord of the Admiralty, 
he remembered, took a firm stand on that 
point when the Unionist Party was in 
power, and he hoped they would take 
an equally firm stand now. He did 
not know of any other Bill of that 
character containing such a clause as 
Clause 6. He had to 
that the hon. Gentleman was prepared 
to meet him to a certain extent, and if 
he would undertake that the money 
would only be spent on drill halls or 
rifle ranges, he did not propose, as it was 
so late, to put the House to the trouble 
of a division. Still, if there should be 


reason believe 


any time he reserved his right to criticise 
the Bill on the Committee stage. If 
the hon. Gentleman would give the 


undertaking he had asked for, he thought 
the House might allow the Bill a Second 
Reading. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY 10 
THE TREASURY (Mr. Hopnovse, 
Bristol, E.) said the Bill, as the hon. 
Baronet had pointed out, with the 
exception of Clause 6, was the usual 
Bill which appeared at that time of the 
vear. He thought the hon. Baronet was 
somewhat unnecessarily alarmed as to the 
intentions of Clause 6. 


Sir F. BANBURY thought the hon. 
Gentleman would admit that he had been 
careful to say nothing as to the in- 
tentions of the Government. But they 
might have a bad Government, and they 
must safeguard themselves against that. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said he was _ glad 
of the acknowledgment of the hon. 
Baronet as to the excellencies of the 
present Government. It came 
surprise to him that anyone should think 
that the Government was prepared t 
borrow money on loan for the purchase 
of buttons, or anything of that sort. The 
object of the clause to which attention 
had been called was to extend to the 
Territorial Forces that power of pro- 
ceeding by way of loan which the 
auxiliary forces already had. He would 
be very happy to give to the hon. Baronet 
the assurance he desired, and he did not 
think that under the circumstances 
there should be any further objection to 
the Second Reading of the Bill. 
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Mr. GRETTON (Rutland) asked 
what sum was likely to be expended 
under the Bill on the Territorial Forces. 
If the hon. Member could not give him 
an answer then, perhaps he would be 
able to do so before the Committee stage 
of the Bill was reached. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said the sums 
mentioned in the schedule were very 
nearly the same as those which were 
inserted in the Bill last year and in years 
before. The sums taken were not to 
cover specific amounts required, but that 
the Treasury might have such sums 
as thev thought necessary. 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 
versity) said that even if the assurance 
which the hon. Baronet had asked for were 
given, they ought to have a very clear 
statement from the Government why that 
method of procedure had been adopted. It 
was a new proceeding to borrow money 
in that way. A very similar point had 
been raised in the year before last. Ifthat 
principle was extended, instead of coming 
on the Estimates for a particular loan it 
could be got under the Public Works Loans 
Bill, which ought to be reserved for 
matters which needed no discussion in 
the House. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY thought the 
House was entitled to some explanation 
with regard to the proposed remission 
of loans in regard to certain railway 
companies. There were two clauses in 
the Bili of a remarkable character, 
one of which remitted a certain sum of 
money which he thought the Midland 
Company had agreed to bear. They 
ought to have some explanation why 
an important company like that should 
get a grant from the Crown equivalent 
to £17,000. Another loan was equally 
remarkable—the loan relating to the 
Fishguard and Rosslare Railway Com- 
pany. That company was largely under 
the Great Western of England. He 
was not objecting to these loans; he 
was only asking for information, and 
he was deprecating the suggestion which 
would hereafter be made by the Treasury, 
that they had constantly given Irish 
loans and could not get the money out 
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of Ireland when, as a matter of fact, so 
far as he could understand, the Treasary 
were remitting now two sums, one of 
£17,000 and the other of £7,000, making 
a total of £24,000, to two railway com- 
panies, both of which had ,very large 
English connections. They were en- 
titled to know. When this Railway Act 
was being passed some years ago, when 
the present Member for East Worcester 
was Chancellor of the Exchequer, he 
(Mr. Healy) strongly objected to the 
Bill. He said— 


“You ought to dandle these little Irish 
companies on your knees instead of breaking 
them up and selling them in splinters to English 
companies.” 


But the Treasury foreclosed on the Irish 
companies on the pretence that the 
English Midland was giving them the 
whole of the debt. Nowthey found that, 
instead of the truth being told by the 
Government, asa matter of fact a sum of 
£17,000 was still left due and a Bill was 
brought in, when it was supposed that 
everybody had forgotten the transaction, 
to remit the £17,000 due from this 
English company. The Secretary to 
the Treasury was new to his office and 
was not responsible for what was done 
by the Treasury seven or eight vears ago, 
but their hatred and abhorrence of the 
Treasury was great, and every Public 
Works Loans Bill since he had been in 
that House was a job. He always read 
every line of a Public Works Loans Bill. 
They were monuments of Treasury 
incapacity, and Board of Works (Ireland) 
incapacity, the gravest of the follies of the 
English Treasury and the Irish Board of 
Works. Seven or eight years ago a 
solemn promise was given that the 
Midland Company took all the responsi- 
bilities of the Limavady Railway. Let 
them look back to the debates he raised 
at that time and they would find from 
the statement of the then Chancellor 
what a splendid thing he said it was, and 
how the British public could not be any 
longer out of their money with these 
peddling Irish companies. The state- 
ment was that the great English company 
was taking over the whole of the liabilities, 
and that was the excuse given for breaking 
up the little Irish line and selling it for a 
song to the English company. They 
sold it for the small amount of the 
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mortgage, and the whole of the Irish 
shareholders were swindled out of their 
debt. Now, seven years after, a fresh 


story had to be told. They found that the | 


English company had not taken over the 
Treasury debt, and they had to bringin a 
Bill to wipe off this sum of £17,000. 
The House was entitled to know the 
reason of that. He would like also to 
know why £222 was being remitted. 


{COMMONS} 


of the House. 
| Mr. T. M. HEALY: 


| money to be remitted ? 


| 


252; 


~ 


Why is this 


Mr. HOBHOUSE: I thought that 
| matter would probably come up in 
|; Committee. If the House permits me 
| I shall make a statement then. It will 
| be more convenient that I should do it 
|in the Committee stage. 


£227 had been borrowed and £5 paid off | 


in the course of thirty years. 
was a statement made the other day in 


the House that the Board of Works were | 


continually remitting loans to tenants. 
He found on looking at the Bill that the 
remission of loans to landlords amounted 
to the sum of £250 and the remission of 
loans to tenants—he was judging by 
their names—to a sixth of that. These 
facts should be borne in mind. When 
Irish Members went to the Treasury and 
were met with the statement that the 
Treasury were continually making loans 
to Ireland which were not paid back, it 
should be remembered that the persons 
to whom the Treasury were remitting 
loans were English railway companies 
and Irish landlords. 


*Str SAMUEL SCOTT (Marylebone, 
W.) said he entirely agreed with the 
Member for the City of London (Sir 
F. Banbury) with regard to tacking on 
to this Bill such a clause as Clause 6, 
though he approved of the object. He 
would like to ask whether it would be 
made quite clear that these loans were 
for permanent works, as otherwise county 
associations might be misled. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said he could assure 
the hon. 
would take every care that something 
in the nature of a permanent asset was 
provided. He would like to assure the 
Member for North Louth that the effect 
of his speech upon him would be that 
he would the greatest 


care every possible suggestion in regard 


scrutinise with 


to loans from any quarter of Ireland 
whatever. 
Mr, T. M. Healy. 


There | 


Baronet that the Treasury | 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill committed to a 
|the Whole House for 
(Mr. Hobhouse.) 


Committee of 
To-morrow,— 


EAST INDIA LOANS [RAILWAY AND 
IRRIGATION WORKS AND GENERAL 
PURPOSES]. 


Committee to consider of authorising 
the Secretary of State in Council of 
India to raise money in the United 
| Kingdom, on the security of the revenues 
| of India, for the construction, extension, 
and equipment of Railways in India by 
State agencies or through the agency 
of companies, and for the construction 
of Irrigation Works, and also for General 
Purposes for the Government of India 
(King’s Recommendation signified), to- 
morrow.—(Mr. Joseph Pease.) 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS [REMISSION). 


Committee to consider of authorising 
the remission of certain debts due to the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ire- 
\land, in pursuance of any Act of the 
present Session, to grant money for the 


purpose of certain Local Loans out of 
the Local Loans Fund, and for other 
purposes relating to Local Loans (King’s 
Recommendation signified), to-morrow.— 


(Mr. Joseph Pease.) 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant 
to the Order of the House of 10th July, 
adjourned the House without Question 

| put. 


Adjourned at nine minutes after 
One o’clock. 





revision by the 


cales 


smencement 


at the ce 


<4ster 


an 


ee 


252: 


this 


that 


me 
will 
do it 


AND 
ERAL 


rising 
il of 
nited 
nues 
ision, 
ia by 
yency 
iction 
oneral 
India 
), to- 


SION}. 
rising 
to the 
1 Ire- 
yf the 
yr the 
ut of 
other 
King’s 


ow. 


rsuant 
July, 
lestion 


‘s after 


253 Commons {23 Juny 1908} Bill. 254 
HOUSE OF LORDS. in Committee of the Whole House to be 
Thursday, 23rd July, 1908 received on Monday next. 
The Lord Hampton—Sat first in PETITION. 


Parliament after the death of his father. | 
eaten | OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. Petition against proceeding until 


|the Report of the Royal Commission 
|on the Poor Law has been issued; of 
The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted | persons signing; read, and ordered to 
the House, That the Clerk of the Parlia- | lie on the Table. 
ments had laid upon the Table the 
(‘ertificate from the Examiners that the 
further Standing Orders applicable to 
the following Bill have been complied 
with :—Liverpool Carporation (Streets 
and Buildings). 





RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
ARMY (TERRITORIAL FORCE). 
Report, dated 18th July, 1908, by 
The same was ordered to lie on the | the Director-General of the Army Medical 
Table. | Service, as to the progress made in con- 
| stituting the medical service of the 
London United Tramways Bill.—Re- | Territorial Force. 
ported from the Select Committee, with | f 
Amendments. | SHIPPING CASUALTIES. 
| Shipping casualities which occurred 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tram- | on or near the coasts, or in rivers and 
ways (No. 2) Bill.—Reported, with | harbours, of the United Kingdom, from 
Amendments. | ist July, 1906, to 30th June, 1907; 
: ‘and shipping casualties which occurred 
Macclesfield and District Tramways | to British vessels elsewhere than on 
(Abandonment) Bill: London County | the coasts of the United Kingdom, and 
Council (Money) Bill. — Read 3°, and | to foreign vessels on or near the coasts, 
passed. |or in rivers and harbours, of British 
| Possessions abroad, reported during the 
Manchester Corporation Bill; Burnley | same period, etc.; with Charts and 


Corporation Bill; Blackburn Corpora- | Appendices 


tion Bill—Moved, That Standing Order | 
No. 143 be considered and dispensed | Presented (by Command), and ordered 


Member. 


revision by the 


indicates 


ooh 


of a 


vemmenceme nt 


* with in respect of the said Bills, and | to lie on the Table. 

* that the Bills be now read 3*, agreed | 

* to; Bills read 3° accordingly, with the LONDON CORPORATION, 
Amendments, and passed, and returned Annual Accounts of the Chamberlam 


to the Commons. 


| 
| 
| of London, for the year 1907. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders PARLIAMENTARY RETURNS. 
\ (No. 3) Bill [#.1.].—Returned from the| Treasury Minute, dated 2Ist July, 


Commons, agreed to. | 1908, directing that the annual account 
| required by the Uganda Railway Act, 
Holderness Water Bill.—The King’s | 1896, shall be discontinued. 
consent signified; and Bill reported 
from the Select Committee, with Amend-| Laid before the House (pursuant to 
ments. Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


Provisional Orders (Procedure) Bill a 
[x.L.].—Reported from Standing Com- COMMONS BILL (=.t.}. 
mittee without further amendment ; Reported from the Standing Committee 
the Report of the Amendments made with a further Amendment. The Report 
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of the Amendments made in Committee 
of the Whole House and by the Standing 
Committee to be received on Monday 
next, and Bill to be printed as amended. 


[No. 177.] 


Friendly 


CORONERS (IRELAND) BILL. 

Reported from the Standing Committee 
with further Amendments. The Report 
of the Amendments made in Committee 
of the Whole House and by the Standing 
Committee to be received on Monday next, 
and Bill to be printed as amended. [No. 
178.] 


COMPANIES (CONSOLIDATION) 
BILL [u.1.]. 

Report from the Joint Committee on 
the Companies (Consolidation) Bill [H.L.], 
the Post Office Consolidation Bill [H.L.], 
end the Statute Law Revision Bill [H.1. |, 
that the Companies (Consolidation) Bill 
[H.L.] ought to be allowed to proceed. 
The said Report (with the Proceedings of 
the Committee), to be printed, [No. ['75.] 
Minutes of Evidence lxid upen the Table, 
and to be delivered out; Bill reported 
with Amendments, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on 
Monday next and to be printed as 
amended. [No. 176.] 





TOBACCO GROWING (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 
Report from the Standing Committee 
without Amendment, and to be read 3* 
on Monday next. 


MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE 
TILE CORPORATIONS 
PANIES BILL) [u.t..]. 
Reported from the Standing Committee 
without further Amendment. The Re- 
port of the Amendments made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to be received 
en Monday next. 


(MERCAN- 
AND COM- 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL. 
[SECOND READING. ] 


Order of the day for the Second Reading 
read. 


Lord DENMAN: My Lords, this Bill 
is regarded as of considerable importance 


{LORDS} 
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by the friendly societies of this country: 
and as such I think it merits a few words 
of explanation to this House. When [ 
say that the membership of the friendly 
societies includes some of the best 
elements of the working classes of this 
country and that the accumulated savings 
of those societies amount to over fifty 
millions, I am sure your Lordships will 
agree that their wishes deserve consicera- 
tion, at all events, at the hands of the 
Legislature. This Bill has the unani- 
mous support of the friendly societies in 
the country, and it has also received 
the unanimous support of all parties 
in another place. In fact it is really a 
non-contentious Bill, It has been sup- 
ported consistently by the National 
Conference of Friendly 5 ieties! for 
some years past. 

The Billis really an amending Bill. It 
seeks to alter the law in one or two cases, 
and also to make the law clear on one 
or two points which have arisen with 
regard to the constitution governing the 
friendly societies. But there is one clause 
in the Bill of particular importance which 
the friendly societies are most anxious 
of seeing passed into law—Clause 2. 
At present infants of or under one year 
cannot be admitted as members of 
friendly This clause would 
permit them to be so registered. I 
believe that the age of one year was 
originally named because it was feared 
that people who had charge of infants 
might cause their death by neglect or 
otherwise in order to claim the insurance 
money from their society. But members 
of industrial insurance companies are 
able to insure their children from birth, 
and Tam glad to say: it has not been 
found in practice that the evil to which 
I have just alluded does exist, or, at 
all events, to any appreciable extent. 
Therefore this clause only puts the 
friendly societies on the same footing 
in this respect as industrial insurance 
companies ; and as there is some com- 
petition, I understand,. between the two 
classes of societies it is eminently fair to 
the friendly societies that this should be 
so. Having regard to the at least equally 
deserving character of friendly societies 
and to the fact that they are probably 
better supervised than the industrial 
insurance companies and that the mem- 
bers of friendly societies have interests in 


societies, 
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common and acquaintanceship in com- | 
mon, it is far less likely that the evil 1 | 
have just mentioned would occur in the | 
case of friendly societies than in the case | 


of industrial insurance companies. 


There are other points in the Bill, | 
but they are really legal points of a 
rather complicated character, and [| 
do not think that any detailed explana- | 
tion of them is necessary at this stage. | 
Clause 4 defines the word “ security ” 
in the Friendly Societies Act; and 
Clause 9 deals with the case of an officer 
of a society who is unable to account 
for moneys of the society but where 
the case is not strong enough to justify 
the allegation of fraud. This Bill, I 
may mention, is to be read in conjunction | 
with the principal Act of 1896. It may 
appear, on the face of it, that the diffi- 
culties entailed by legislation by refer- 
ence might ensue in relation to this | 
Bill; but Clause 13 provides that, if | 
the Kill passes into law, it shall be printed | 
as.one with the principal Act of 1896, | 
and this confusion will, therefore, be | 

| 





avoided. 
Moved, ‘* That the Bill be now read | 
*.”(Lord Denman.) 


Tut Earp or HALSBURY: My! 
Lords, I do not interpose for the purpose 
of opposing the Second Reading of this | 
Bill, but I cannot help thinkiag that one | 
feature of the Bill to which the noble | 
lord has referred was passed over | 
rather too lightly. I sat on the Com- | 
mittee which inquired into the subject | 
of infant insurances, and I am bound | 
to say that the tendency of the evi- | 
dence was that this was a very serious | 
evil. Although it may be true that | 
there are societies which are entitled | 
to do this, certainly the feeling on the 
(Committee was that the power of doing | 
it as it existed ought to be checked— | 
Ido not mean to say absolutely pro- 
hibited, but that, instead of being 
allowed to get the money, the parents 
should be compelled to take the amount 
that they would have received in money 
in the expenses of the funeral, which 
was, of course, the point on which it 
was said infant life was insured in that 
way. That seems to me a very serious 
question not lightly to be disposed of. 
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As to the legal question, I do not 
know what it is. The noble Lord did 
not expound what the question was, but 
merely said it was for the purpose partly 
of making the law clear—a very desir- 
able object if it can be done. Then th> 
noble Lord said there was some pro- 
vision which altered the law; but he 
did not state what the law was or what 


| the alteration consisted in. As I say, 
I have not risen for the purpose of 
opposing the Second Reading, but I 


shall certainly ask for more particulars 
when we go into Committee. 


On Question, Bill read 2* (according 
to order), and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Tuesday 
next. 


LAW OF DISTRESS AMEND- 
MENT BLLL. 


Order of the day for the House to be 
put into Committee, read. 


Lorp COURTNEY or PENWITH: 
My Lords, I rise for the purpose of asking 
your Lordships to allow this Bill to pass 
through Committee pro forma so that it 


/may be reprinted as amended and re- 


committed, thus following the precedent 
so recently put before your Lordships in 
dealing with the Nurses Registration 
Bill. As your Lordships will remember, 
this Bill came up from the House ot 
Commons in a form which excited some 
very severe criticism, especially on the 
part of the noble Viscount opposite, 
Aldwyn, who objected alto- 
gether to its being entertained in the 
form in which it was presented. It is, 
in fact, a conspicuous example of legisla- 
tion by reference. 


The subject of the Bill, however, re- 


|commended itself to your Lordships 


approval, and it was read a second time. 
Since then Amendments have been placed 
on the Paper which, if incorporated 
in the Bill, will meet the defect in form 
to which attention was properly directed. 
The Amendments standing in the name 
of the noble Viscount will entirely meet 
this objection. There is also an Amend- 
ment, standing in the name of Lord 
Ridley, to insert a new clause which was 
approved in another place. What I 


now propose is that your Lordships 


I 2 
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should go into Committee pro forma so 
that these agreed Amendments should 
be accepted and incorporated in the Bill, 
after which it will be recommitted. 
We shall then begin again at the same 
stage, but with a Bill which presents an 
entirely new shape. 


There I might, perhaps, stop ; but I am 
aware that there is some feeling in high 
quarters as to the possible reception of 
the Bill so amended in another place. 
It is suggested that if the Bill goes back 
so completely transformed, although it 
accomplishes exactly the same object 
and makes no greater or less change in 
the law, there may be some feeling in 
another place unfriendly to its reception. 
I have consulted the hon. and learned 
Gentleman who introduced the Bill else- 
where and conducted it through all its 
stages, and he does not entertain any 
anxiety on this ground. He is, at all 
events, ready to run the risk. Moreover, 
there is little or no chance of the Bill 
getting through this House unless it is so 
transformed, as your Lordships would 
not willingly approve of such a con- 
spicuous example of legislation by refer- 
ence as the Bill presents in its present 
shape. I beg to move. 


Moved, ‘That the House do now 
resolve itself into Committee.”-—(Lord 
Courtney of Penwith.) 


THE LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LorEBuRN): My Lords, ordinarily on 
this Motion there is no debate, but it may 
be convenient to say a word or two on 
the subject that has been broached by 
Lord Courtney. My desire is to further 
the Bill. That is my sole object. At 
present it is in a form in which it is not 
likely, I apprehend, to commend itself to 
the House. Indeed, it is in a very in- 
convenient form, because it is a rather 
extreme instance of legislation by re- 
ference. What, therefore, is to be done ? 
The noble Lord proposes to go into 
Committee pro forma in order that the 
Bill may then be re-committed and come 
on again in October after the recess. 
So far as the postponement is concerned, 
I think that is the right course to take. 
But then what course is to be adopted ? 


"% There are two courses open. One is 
that which commends itself to the noble 


Lord Courtney of Penwith. 
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Lord in charge of the Bill and also, [ 
understand, to Lord St. Aldwyn, namely, 
to strike out Clauses 1, 2, and 3~ 
that is, all the clauses in the Bill— 
and substitute others incorporating the 
Act of which this purposes to be an 
Amendment, so that when the Bill went 
back to the House of Commons it would 
not be recognised even by those who 
claim its paternity, for there would not 
be a single word of the old Bill rema‘ning, 
I am not putting it that that is an im- 
possible view; on the contrary, if the 
noble Lord and the noble Viscount 
are convinced that it is the best course 
I would not put my view against theirs. 


But I consider that it is a preferable 
alternative to amend the Bill as it stands 
with all its defects and introduce a Bill 
alongside of it which shall be a real Con- 
solidation Bill, consisting of the old Act 
and of this Bill as amended. I think 
that course would facilitate the pro- 
gress of the Bill in another place. 
It is rather a piece of Parliamentary 
tactics. I do not wish to dogmatise, 
land still less to be obstinate; but I 
|think that is the better course, for 
| pure consolidation has never been ob- 
jected to in this or in the other House. 





| Viscount St. ALDWYN : 


| My Lords, 


I understand from the noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack that he does not 
object to the proposal made by the noble 
Lord opposite, but that he prefers the 
alternative he has himse'f suggested. I 
confess that I very much prefer the pro- 
posal of the noble Lord opposite. I 
think it is important that we should take 
in han! so gross an example of bad draft- 
ing as this, an! show the House of Com- 
mons that at any rate this House does 
not intend to pass legislation of that kind. 
Therefore, I should be very sorry if, con- 
currently with the Bill drafted as your 
Lordships would desire to see it drafted, 
a Consolidation Bill were sent down to 
the other House, because it would then 
be possible that the Commons might 
prefer the original Bill and negative our 
Bill. I understand that the noble Lord 
in charge of the Bill does not intend to 
take any further stage beyond this for- 
mal stage until after the adjournment. 
The practical work of Committee would 
therefore be taken in October, which 
would give plenty of time for noble 
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Lords who desire to amend the Bill and 
put it ina proper shape to place their 
Amendments on the Paper. 


Lorp COURTNEY or PENWITH: 
[have not said anything about deferring 
the further consideration of the Bill until 
October, but I think that course so 
desirable that I offer no objection to it. 


House in Committee (according to 
Order): Bill reported without Amend- 
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ment: Standing Committee negatived. 
Amendments made. Bill recommitted, 
and to be printed as amended. [No. 
179.] 


[SECOND READING. ] 


Order of the day for the Second Read- 
ing read. 


*!HE EARL OF GRANARD: My Lords, 
the Bill which I have the honour to pre- 
sent to your Lordships for Second 
Reading to-day is substantially the 
same Pill as the present Lord 
Derby introduced into the House of 
Commons when he was _ Postmaster- 
General. Its object is to amend the 
Telegraph Acts, 1863 to 1907, with 
respect to the construction and mainten- 
ance of telegraph lines for telephonic 
anl other telegraphic purposes. Your 
Lordships are aware that when the 
Postmaster General desires to construct a 
telegraphic line along a road application 
is made to the local authorities, and if 
those authorities give leave the work is 
proceeded with; but in the event of a 
local authority objecting, the case is 
taken before a County Court Judge. In 
the case of a road where there is no grass 


property generally of the adjacent land- 
owner, and where permission is refused 
by this landowner, the Postmaster- 
General has no means whatever of con- 
structing the line. In some cases this 
had led to considerable trouble, although 
[ must say that during the time I have | 
been connected with the Post Oftice— 
nearly three years—we have had very 
little trouble indeed with way-leaves. 
There have, however, been one or two 
occasions when the agents of the land- 
owners have objected, but on the Post- 








master-General approaching the Jand- 
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lords themselves they have invariably 
given us the facilities required. This 
Bill only gives us power in the case of 
land within 20 feet of any street or road ; 
if the ditch or hedge is further than that 
the Bill is non-operative. Another 
clause in the Bill deals with the cutting 
of corners. At the present time we have 
no power, where there is a corner, of 
going across another man’s land, and we 
have to take the wires right along the 
road. This is not ths case in a town, 
for under another Act we can take a 
telegraph wire across anybody’s house. 
By this Bill we shall have similar powers 
in the country. The landowner is very 
carefully safeguarded, as if he objects to 
the carrying of the wires over his land 
he can appeal before the two Railway 
Commissioners or the County Court 
Jndge. There is one other question 
with regard to the lopping of trees. At 
the present moment a local authority 
has power to lop trees providing the 
owner refuses to do so. We have 
no such power, and we propose, subject 
to arbitration, to take this power in con- 
nection with trees which obstruct a tele- 
graphic line on a street or road, giving 
the owner or occupier of the land one 
month’s notice. These are the main pro- 
visions of the Bill, which, I may add, is 
strongly supported by the National Foot- 
paths Preservation Society and the 
National Trust for the Preservation of 
Historical Monuments. I beg to move. 


Moved, “That the Bill be now read 2*.” 
—(The Earl of Granard.) 


Tut CHAIRMAN or COMMITTEES 
(The Earl of Onstow): My Lords, I do 
not wish to offer any objection to the 
Second Reading of this Bill, particularly 
as the ill has been before both Houses 
of Parl an ent in previous sessions. But 
I wish to point out that it makes a 
somewhat new departure, because up to 
now, if the Postmaster-General proposed 
to place wires across the approach to a 
dwelling house or to erect a post within 
ten yards of a dwelling house, he could 
only do so with the consent of the occu- 
pier. This Bill would enable the Post- 
master-General to put up a post and to 
carry wires along right in front of a 
person’s window, so long as it was within 
twenty yards of the public road. That 
is a very considerable power to give to 
the Postmaster-General, and I think that 
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when your Lordships are giving a Second 
Reading to a Bill you ought to be aware 
of what the effect of it may possibly be. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: 
My Lords, I do not rise to oppose in any 
way the Second Reading of this Bill, 
but there is one clause in it to which the 
noble Earl omitted to call attention, and 
which, I understand, was put into the 
Bill during its passage through the other 
House. I refer to Clause 3, which 
runs— 

‘‘ Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
Act no telegraphic lire shall be constructed 
on, over, along, or across any land dedicated to 
the recreation of the public, or any hedge or 
bank adjoining such Jand, without the consent 
of the person in whom such land is vested, 
or under whose control and management such 
land for the time being remains.” 


It seems to me that if all the land- 
owners in the country are to be taken to 
arbitration, it would only be reasonable 
that those in whom recreation grounds 
are technically vested should be similarly 
dealt with. You are just as likely to 
have persons unreasonably objecting in 
cases of this kind. As the clause now 
stands, there is absolute prohibition 
where the person in whom the recreation 
ground is vested refuses his consent. 


The noble Lord referred to the lopping 


of trees. At the top of page 3 of the 
Bill there is an expression which is now 
to me as far as the English language is 
concerned. The sentence runs 

‘©The Postmaster-General shall issue in- 
structions to his officers with a view to ensuring 
that trees shall be lopped in a husbandlite 
manner and so as to avoid injury to their 
growth.” 


I understand the rules of good hus- 
bandry and also the proper management 
of trees, but I do not quite understand 
the expression “ lopped in a husbandlike 
manner.” In these days when ladies are 
so assertive of their rights, lam not quite 
sure what this is meant toimply. Thre 
may, however, be some authority for this 
word, but I think that before we give the 
sanction of Parliament to it it should be 
examined with care. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For THE 
COLONIES (The Earl of Crewe): My 
Lords, [ am rather anxious todo penance in 
a white sheet on the matter of the word 
“husbandlike,” to which the noble Lord 
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has alluded. In the course of the pro- 
ceedings on the Agricultural Holdings 
Act the noble Marquess opposite, the 
Leader of the Opposition, introduced an 
Amendment in which that word was 
included, I took upon myself to doubt 
whether it was fainiliar in Acts of Par- 
liament ; but the noble Marquess adduced 
such strong evidence that it was a word, 
not merely familiar in the English 
language, but completely proper to the 
occasion, that I was entirely convinced, 
and I am bound to support its retention 
on this occasion. 


Lorp BELPER: My Lords, I do not 
know that I understvod the remarks of 
Lord Balfour aright, but it seems to 
me questionable to extend the powers of 
the Post Office to lands which are dedi- 
cated to the recreation of the public. | 
do not know that such lands come 
entirely in the same category as lands 
privately owned. I think there ought 
to be absolute power to prevent telegraph 
wires being put across recreation grounds 
or any interference with the pleasure of 
the public. I hope, therefore, the noble 
Lord will not limit the rights of the 
public in any way. 


THE Ear oF GRANARD: My Lords, 
Tam glad that Lord Balfour drew my 
attention to Clause 3, which I had 
omitted to mention. This clause was 
introduced in the House of Commons, 
and it seems to me that some amend- 
ment is advisable. I therefore propose, 
subject to yoar Lordships’ approval, to 
move, in Committee, to add at the end of 
the clause the following words — 

* Provided that if such consent is withheld 

or any condition is attached thereto to waich 
the Postmaster General objects, a difference 
sha!l be deemed to have arisen between the 
Postmaster-General and that person, and 
Sections 3, 4, and 5 of the Telegraph Act shall 
apply as if the difference arose under that 
Act.” 
The effect of that will be to put these 
public recreation grounds on exactly the 
same terms as everybody else in the Bill. 
Ido not know whether your Lordships 
would object to that, but it seems to me 
to be the proper course to adopt. 


On Question, Bill read 2*, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next, 
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WILD BIRDS BILL. 
House in Committee (according to 


265 


order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived ; 


and Bill to be read 3* on Monday next. 


TERRITORIAL AND RESERVE FORCES 
BILL [H.1,). 


{SeconD READING]. 


Order of the day for the Second Read- 
ing read, 


THe EArt or CREWE: My Lords, 
this Bill refers to a not very important 
matter in relation to the Territorial 
Forces Act of last year, although it is 
one which has a certain bearing upon the 
ofticiency of those Forces. The point 
arises in relation to the presidency of the 
Associations formed under that Act. 
Some of your Lordships may remember 
that when the Bill came up from the 
House of Commons it was left to the 
discretion of the Army Council as to 
whether or not the Lord-Lieutenant of 
the county should be the president of the 
Association, the idea being that there 
might be some cases in which the Lord 
Lieutenant would obviously not be the 
person who ought to take charge of the 
organisation of the Territorial Forces in 
4 particular county. When the clause 
came before the House in Committee the 
noble Duke, the Dake of Northumber 
lind, moved to insert words that the 
Lord-Lieutenant should not act if he did 
not assent. That was objected to from 
this side of the House, and my noble 
friend Lord Portsmouth moved the in 
sertion of the words which are now in 
the Act, empowering the appointment of 
the Lord-Lieutenant, or, failing him, sueh 
other person as the Army Council may 
think fit. 


Ido not think at that time we were 
quite certain what the words “ failing 
him” meant, whether they meant exactly 
the same thing as the noble Duke desired 
to insert—namely, that the  Lord- 
Lieutenant should always be the pre- 
sident unless he agreed not to act, or 
whether they meant something different. 
As a matter of fact, we are now advised 
that they do mean practically the same 
thing as the noble Duke’s words, and 
some inconvenience has arisen, and is 
likely to arise in future cases, owing to 
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the existence of this provision in the 
Act. Some of your Lordships may have 
noticed a correspondence which appeared 
in the newspapers a short time ago 
between the nob e Earl, who [ think has 
not yet taken his seat in your Lordships’ 
House, Lord Derby, and my noble friend 
Lord Shuttleworth, in relation to the case 
of Lancashire. That was a correspond- 
ence which, both for good taste and good 
feeling, reflected the highest credit on 
both parties, but it did draw the atten- 
tion of the Army Council and of my 
right hon. friend the Secretary of State 
for War to the existence of a possible 


inconvenience in these cases. That in- 
convenience arises in this way. Where 


a man has been acting as chairman of the 
Association and has become de facto the 
president, a ditticulty may arise if a new 
Lord-Lieutenant is appointed and becomes 
ipso facto president of the Association. If 
such a difficulty should arise your Lord 

ships will see that the Government of 
the day would be confronted with a 
dilemma. Either they would feel them- 
selves bound, for the sake of the efficiency 
of the Territorial Force, to appoint the 
chairman of the Association Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, which is not a reasonable thing 
to expect —-the duties of Lord-Lieutenant 
are by no means confined to the ail- 
ministration of the County Association, 
and I think it would be generally agreed 
that to bind the Government of the day 
to appoint the chairman of the County 
Association Lord-Lieutenant, whoever he 
might be, would not be a desirable thing 
—or, on the other hand, they would run 
the risk of possibly losing a very efficient 
chairman of the Association, and, even if 
he agreed to remain on, of causing a good 
deal of unrest and disappointment in the 
‘Territorial Force itself, owing to the fact 
that they would believe that their chair 

man had been superseded. 


I need hardly say that in introducing 
this Bill, which leaves it open for the 
Army Council to appoint somebody else 
than the Lord-Lieutenant president of the 
association in special cases, no disrespect 
whatever is intended to that high office. 
I think that is sufficiently shown by the 
fact that so many Lords-Lieutenant have 
undertaken, not merely the duties of 
an honorary presidency but also those 
of active chairmanship; and I should 
hope, therefore, that this Bill will 
be generally agreed to because the case 
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is not in the position in which it was | 
when the Bill was before the House 
last year. I think that the noble Duke 
opposite, in moving his Amendment, may 
have feared that the Army Council might 
introduce oi:tsiders, and possibly military 
officers, who had no special connection 
with the county, and make them in some 
cases presidents of Associations ; but the 
Associations are now formed, and even if 
the Army Council wished to do such a 
thing, which they certainly do not, it 
would not be in their power to do it. 
Therefore this Bill only meets the rare 
case to which I have referred, where the 
chairman ought to be allowed to go on 
being the principal person in relation to 
the County Association. 

It may be asked, What is the par- 
ticular urgency of this matter? We 
have had one case in which very marked 
inconvenience has arisen. In that 
particular case it was not that Lord 
Derby felt that bis personal position was 
compromised in any way, but I happen to 
know for a fact that the general body of 
the Territorial Association in Lancashire 
felt very strongly the idea of his being 
superseded in the principal place, and it 
caused a considerable degree of unrest in 
the county which was by no means con- 
fined to the political friends of the noble 
Earl, Lord Derby. Lord Derby certainly 
acted from no personal motives in the 
matter, but he was very anxious that, if 
possible, some steps should be taken to 
meet future cases. It was on that account, 
I think, that he acted, and I have no 
doubt that if he were in the House he 
would give his warm support to this Bill. 
These cases might arise in the future. I 
should be very sorry to discount the ex- 
pectation of life of anybody, especially of 
a Lord-Lieutenant, but a vacancy might 
occur at any moment, and it is conceiv- 
ably possible that we might be again 
confronted with the same difficulty, I 
hope, therefore, your Lordships will 
agree to give a Second Reading to this 
Bill, and if you are good enough to do so, 
allow it to pass so far as this House is 
concerned before we adjourn for the 
summer recess. 


Moved, That the Bill be now read 2°\— 
(The Earl of Crewe,) 


THE Duke or NORTHUMBER- 
LAND: My Lords, as this matter arose | 
The Rarl of Cre we, 


{LORDS} 
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out of an Amendment of mine, perhaps 
I may be allowed to say a few words. 
I wish to dissociate myself altogether 
from any circumstances that have lately 
arisen. I know nothing about them 
more than all your Lordships do from 
the public prints, and I beg that in 
anything I may say I may not be 
supposed to be referring to this particular 
instance at all. 


It seems to me that this Bill isa rather 
more important one than the noble Earl 
who has just sat down would lead us to 
believe. The Lord Lieutenant occupies 
a double position ; he is Lord-Lieutenant 
and Custos Rotulorum, and I ask the 
noble Earl what the duties of a Lord- 
Lieutenant as such are. By his old 
duties as Lord-Lieutenant he was head 
of the Territorial Forces of the county 
Under the Cardwell system that was 
changed, but he still remained the titular 
head, and when the Government intro- 
duced their scheme they very wisely 
made the Lord-Lieutenant again the 
head of the forces under the new con- 
dition of things. If you take away 
from him that right, what do you leave 
him? I believe that you leave him the 
recommendation of deputy lieutenants, 
and that is rather a peculiar duty fora 
Lord-Lieutenant who is not the head 
of the Territorial Force to perform, 
because all Lords-Lieutenant have been 
told that in future the deputy lieutenants 
are to be chosen from the ranks of those 
who have done good service in, or in 
connection with, the Territorial Force. 
Certainly, by excluding the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant from the Associations, you are 
going to deprive him of the means of 
judging of their services. I cannot 
think that that is a good step to take. 
You will reduce the Lord-Lieutenancy to 
a mere title. 


I do not, I confess, see why the 
Government have gone back from their 
intention, very deliberately exp: essed 
last year, to make the Lerd-Lieutenant 
the chief head of the new organisation 
they were creating. We have heard 
from the noble Earl an account of the 
particular transaction to which I do not 
wish to allude further. But whit does 
the noble Earl’s argument amount to? 
It amounts to this. You have a Lord- 
Lieutenant and you have some one in a 
subordinate position to him—namely, the 
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chairman of the Association. The chair- 
man of the Association has done such good 
work that it is for the advantage of the 
force that he should continue to do that 
work, and the Lord-Lieutenant has left 
most of the work to him. In order to 
get over that difficulty, which I should 
have thought was a very common ditfi- 
culty in all relations of life—there are 
many instances in which a vice-chairman 
is more active than the chairman—you 
are going to sweep away the right of the 
Lord Lieutenant altogether. 


I should have thought that one very | 


simple way of getting over the difficulty, 


one which I have known in other connec: | 
tions carried out very successfully, would | 


be to hint to the new Lord-Lieutenant 
the fact that the chairman should continue 
to take a leading part in the manage- 
ment of the Territorial Force. This Bill 
removes all duties from the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant. Is the case sufficiently common, 
is it one which is so difficult to get over 
in the way I have indicated or in some 
other way, that it is really necessary to 
disestablish the Lord-Lieutenant ? I am 
particularly glad to hear that the Govern- 
ment did not know what the words 
“failing him” meant. 
was so at the time, and I think I have 
some ground for complaining, because | 
ouly accepted them on the ground that 
the Government did know what they 
meant, and that they meant what they 
have turned out to mean. 


*THE MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I venture to express my agree- 
ment with the noble Duke when he tells 


the House that this proposal is a rather | 


more important one than the noble Larl 
in charge of the Bill seems to suppose. | 
have referred to the report of the debate 


upon the clause of the Act last year, and | 


I have no doubt that what was present to 
all our minds on that occasion was that, 
unless there were very strong reasons 
to the contrary, the Lord-Licutenant 
of the county was the proper 
to be at the head of the 


Association. May I read from the report 
of what then took place? I said— 
“What I would rather like to elicit is 


whether it is the intention of His Majesty’s 


Government to give a Lord-Lientenant at any | 


rate the refusal of the honorary presidency, o1 
whether they desire to preserve to themselves 
the right of refusing even an honorary presi- 
dency in certain cases.’ 
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Thereupon Lord Elgin, who spoke for 
the Government, said— 


“Tt was the intention of the Bill that the 
Lord-Lieutenant should be appointed in all 
cases in which that would be at all practie- 
able, the only reason for putting in the 
reservation being that there might be cases 
in which it was inexpedient or inconvenient 
for the Lord-Lieutenant to act. Obviously if 
that were so the decision must rest with 
somebody, and His Majesty’s Government 
thought that, on the whole, this being a 
scheme for military defence, it was better to 
put upon the Army Council the responsibility 
of giving or withholding approval.” 


The end of that discussion was that 
some words which my noble friend 
| behind me had moved were not accepted, 


deserve Forces 





| but we did accept the words “ failing 
him”—that is, the Lord-Lieutenant—at 
the suggestion of Lord Portsmouth, who 
was then Under-Secretary of State for 
War. That is the history of the case. 

It is now desired to alter the 
and to alter it in such manner as to 
dissolve the intimate relation which 
we desired to see between the Lord- 
Lieutenant and the presidency of the 
Territorial Association. That is, I think, 
a very considerable change, and my only 
doubt is whether the change which His 
Majesty’s Government propose is not 
‘really one which goes beyond the 
necessities of the case. There was, as 


law, 


we all know, a leading case which 
attracted a good deal of attention the 


other day, and of which I venture to say, 
concurring with the noble Lord opposite, 
that the manner in which it was con- 
ducted between the two parties was 
entirely creditable to both of them. A 
solution of the difliculty has been found, 
and now it is desired to prevent a 


recurrence of a similar dittculty. The 
noble Earl admitted that these cases 
|were likely to be extremely rare. 


and I would put to him whether, in 
| order to provide for cases so rare, it 1s 
desirable to strike what looks like a blow 
at the connection between the Lords- 
Lieutenant and the County Associations. 


The Lord-lieutenant is responsible for 
the recommendation of deputy lieu- 
tenants, and I believe that quite lately— 
| | shall be corrected by some of my noble 
friends if I am wrong—the Lords-Lieu- 
tenant received a circular in which it was 
put to them in very unambiguous terms 


"| that in future all deputy lieutenants were 


| to hold office because they were persons 
'likely to have special opportunities of 
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promoting the success of the Territorial 
Associations. This shows to my mind 
how necessary it is that the Lord- 
Lieutenant and the president of the 
Territorial Association shall be one and the 
same person. The noble Duke suggested 
that the difficulty might be met in some 
other manner, and the suggestion which 
I venture to make to noble Lords opposite 
is that as this cannot really be such an 
extremely urgent matter, the discussion 
of the Bill might be allowed to stand 
over and be resumed after we have had 
time to consider at our leisure the effects 
of the proposal put forward by the noble 
Earl. 


THE Ear oF CREWE: My Lords, 
of course if the noble Marquess opposite 
makes that appeal we are really not in a 
position to resist it, and therefore we must 
give way, although I know my right hon. | 
friend was anxious to have this matter 
settled. The noble Duke suggested that 
it might be possible to make it a condition 
of the appointment of a Lord-Lieutenant 
in certain cases that he should not act 
as president of the County Association. 
Thz.t seems to me to place a very invidious 
duty upon the Government of the day. 
{t had occurred to us whether that course 
could be taken instead of the one we 
have adopted, but it certainly does seem 
to me that to exact from a Lord-Lieu- 
tenant on his appointment a promise that 
he will fail to act under the Act of Parlia- | 
ment is a rather anomalous and incon- | 
venient course to take. Of course, it is | 
possible to do that, but it seems to me | 
to place both the Government of the day 
aml the man to whom the office 
is offered in an invidious and disagree- 
able position, It is perfectly true, | 
of course, that these cases may not be 
very numerous, but when they do occur 
they are extremely important ; and in the 
particular Lancashire case to which 
reference has been made the effect upon 
the Territorial Force there, connected 
with one of the most successful of County 
Associations, would have been, I am 
informed, very great indeed. I under- 
stand that there would have been some- | 
thing like a general resignation of all the | 
people concerned in the promotion of the 
Territorial Force there, and that is a/| 
prospect which naturally my right hon. | 
friend, however great his respect may be 
for Lords-Lieutenant, could not regard 





with equanimity. | 


The Marquess of Lansdowne, 


{LORDS} 
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THE Duke or NORTHUMBER.- 


LAND: Does the noble Earl mean that 
this consequence would follow the fact 
that the Lord-Lieutenant became presi- 
dent, or the fact that as president ho 
would take an active and leading part in 
the management of the Association ! 


THe Eart or CREWE: If a Lord- 
Lieutenant is appointed and is president 
of the County Association, what part he 
will take will be within his discretion, 
unless the expedient suggested by the 
noble Duke were adopted of, as a pre- 
liminary, exacting from the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant an honourable obligation that he 
would fail to act. 


THE Duke or NORTHUMBER- 
LAND: Not fail to be president, but 
fail to act ; that is all. 


The EArt or CREWE: If the noble 
Duke will look at the Act he will see 
that it is assumed all through that in 
ordinary cases the Lord-Lieutenant will 
he the president. Obviously it could 
not be to the interest of the 
Army Council to appoint auy person 
other than the one to whom, in 
the particular circumstances, the duties 
ought to be entrusted. It is hardly to 
be supposed that the Army Council would 
go out of their way to appoint someone 
else to make the scheme a failure. In 
the great majority of cases [ have no 
doubt that the Lord-Lieutenant would be 
the active chairman of the Association. 
However, I do not know that it is worth 
while labouring the matter further. If 


'the noble Marquess desires to have it 


postponed, postponed of course it must be. 
Tue Marguess or LANSDOWNE: 
To put myself in order I move the 


adjournment of the debate. 


Moved, that the debate be adjourned 
(The Marquess of Lansdowne). 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and 


| debate adjourned sine die. 


| SUMMARY JURISDICTION (IRELAND) 


BILL. 
Bill read 3* (according to Order). 


Lorp CLONBROCK ;: My Lords, | 
rise to move the addition of a new 
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clause to > pidery that a Justice in| learned Lord on the Woolsack, I beg to 
Ireland shall not be disqualified to act | withdraw my Amendment. 

for any purpose under the Licensing 
Acts by reason only of his being} Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
interested in a railway company, which 
is a retailer of intoxicating liquor. A} An Amendment made; Bill passed, 
similar disqualification existed in this ; and returned to the Commons. 

country until the Licensing Act of 1902, 
in which a clause was inserted precisely 
similar to the one [ now move. I think COSTS IN CRIMINAL CASES BILL, 
it is quite manifest that it was not tho | [SECOND READING. } 

intention of the legislature that a magis. | 
trate should be disqualified from sitting | 
for such a cause, and as the disqualifica- 
tion has been removed in this country, I 
ask that the law in Ireland should be 
assimilated with that in England in this 
respect. 





Order of the day for the Second 
Reading read. 


THE LORD CHANCELLOR: My 
Lords, this is a Bill which is mostly con- 
solidation. There are certain Amend- 
ments inserted in it which are the result 
of the recommendations of a Departmental 
Committeetwo orthree yearsago. They are 
not substantial Amendments, but they de 
tend to convenience. I think your Lord- 
ships would not wish me to enter in detail 
into the uninteresting subject of costs .in 
criminal cases, but I shall be very glad to 
answer any question in Committee. 


Amendment. moved— 


‘* After Clause 2, to insert the following new 
clause: ‘A Justice in Ireland shall vot be 
disyualified to act for any purpose under the 
Licensing Acts, 1828 to 1906, or the Licensing 
(lreland) Acts, 1833 to 1905 or this Act, by 
reason only of his being interested in a rail- 
way company which is a retailer of intoxicating 
liquor.’ ”°—(Lord Clonbroek. ) 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2*.” 
—( The Lord Chancellor). 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR: My 
Lords, with the object of the noble Lord's | 
Amendment I am in entire sympathy, On Question, Bill read 2°, and -com- 
but I think it is my duty to point out | mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
that the proposed new clause is hirdly | House on Monday next. 
relevant to the purposes of this Bill. d 
The Bill is one dealing with married 
persons when habitual drunkards and | HOUSE OF LORDS OFFICES. 
with persons found drunk in charge of |  Seeond Report of the Select Com- 
children. It is quite true that it does | mittee considered (according to Order), 
deal with summary jurisdiction, but the | and acreed to. ; 
Amendment is of a general kind, enact- | 3 
ing that a Justice in [reland shall not be | 
disqualified to act “for any purpose ” by IRISH LAND PURCHASE. 
reason only of his being interested in @' pus Part or MAYO: My Lords, I 
railway company which is a retailer of adie Mo 1. Ch ; 
intoxicating liquor. Having had some 
experience in the interpretation and 
administration m the law, I Nicmcge eae of Donoughmore’s Motion on Wednes- 
siy there is great inconvenience in a lay. 15th July. that— 
clause being inserted in a Bill which is | C®Y> *902 ¢UtY, She 
not really germane to the purpose of the ‘‘ The Government were not prepared to ask 


riti axpayers ‘ her c ibution ; 

Bill; and I suggest that such an Amend- | British taxpayers for a further contribution ; 
co Sal - | eliminating taxpayers and ratepayers, only the 

ment would not be held to be in order in landlords and tenants remained, and it was 
the other House. I know that we are | evident that there would have to be a re- 
not so strict here, but I suggest to the | adjustment of existing contracts as far as those 


»” 


noble Lord that his proposed new clause . parties to the bargain were concerned. . . .”’; 
is not relevant to this Bill. 


beg to ask His Majesty's Government, 
in view of the statement made by Lord 
Denman, when speaking on the Earl 


whether this is to be taken to mean 
| that existing agreements between land 

Lorp CLONBROCK : My Lords, after! lord and tenant that have been signcx 
What has been said by the noble and by both parties and lodged with the 
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Estate Commissioners are to be re-ar-. 
ranged between the said parties before | 
the estate is declared to be an estate 
by the Commissioners and the closing 
day fixed. 


Lorp DENMAN: My Lords, the 
Question which the noble Earl has placed 
on the Paper arises out of a mistake 
in The Times report of something I said | 
in your Lordships’ House in the debate | 
on the Irish Land Purchase Act. I} 
do not think that the mistake was | 
mine, because I noticed that in the 
report in Hansard and in other news- 
papers it was not as in The 7'imes report. 
Referring to the bargain contained in | 
the terms of the Act of 1903, I said a! 
readjustment of the existing contract 
would be necessary. I made no refer- 
ence whatever to existing agreements. 
I do not know whether the noble Ear! 
requires any further information in| 
answer to his Question. 











CRAN MEASURES BILL [1.1.]. 


House in Committee (according to 


order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived. 


Then Standing Order No. XXXIX. 
considered (according to order), and 
dispensed with, and Bill read 3*, and | 
passed, and sent to the Commons. 


IRELAND—PROCLAIMED COUNTIES. 

Lorp KILLANIN rose to ask His 
Majesty’s Government: (1) Why the 
whole of the County of Galway was pro- 
claimed instead of the restricted areas 
which are in a state of disturbance. 
(2) What are the legal grounds for the 
assertion of the Government that the 
expenses of extra forces of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary in disturbed areas can be 
made chargeable only on counties at large. 
(3) If the peremptory directions of the 
Trish Government to the Galway County 
Council to levy the demands for these 
expenses—made each half year from 
September, 1205 to September, 1907— 
of various districts and townlands were 
wrong and illegal. (4) Whether, if the 
laws is as they assert, they will immedi- 
ately introduce legislation to remedy 
the glaring injustice of this indiscriminate 
mede of taxation in this matter.- (5) 


{LORDS} 





The Earl of Mayo. 
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When and for what periods have counties 
in Ireland been proclaimed under 6 & 7 
Will. IV., c. 13, during the last thirty 
years; and what demands for the expenses 
of extra police were made on each such 
occasion; and on what areas—whether 
counties or baronies, districts, or other 
parts of a county—were these demands 
ordered to be levied; and to move for 
Papers. 

The noble Tord said, My Lords, in 
bringing this matter for a second time 
under your Lordships’ notice when I have 
so recently raised it, I feel that possibly 
some apology is due to your Lordships ; 
but my excuse must be that I consider 
the treatment of the proclaimed counties 
and the heavy expenditure both out of the 
Exchequer and locally—I understand 
something like £47,600 i1 the last vear, 
and in the County of Galway something 
like £16,000 in one year—a_ subject 
of very great importance. I, therefore, 


| think I am justified in bringing it again 


to the notice of the House and of the 
Government, and, so far as is in my 
power, to the notice of pubtic opinion, 
especially in Ireland, where I hope by 
attending to this matter some improve- 
ment may take place. 


I also have this excuse for bringing 
the matter pertinaciously under vour 
notice, that I am an elected county 
councillor in the County of Galway, and, 
as such, it is my duty to protect the 
interests of the ratepayers whom I have 
the honour to represent on that body, 
and who I consider, by the treatment 
of the Government in this matter, are 
being dealt with most unjustly. Further- 
more, when I brought this matter before 
the House a fortnight or so ago the noble 
Lord who represents the Irish Office and 
the noble Earl the Leader of the House 
practically confessed that they were 
unable to answer the questions and the 
points I made; and the noble Earl, with 
his usual courtesy, asked me to bring up 
the matter again. 


I do not desire to go at great length 
into the whole story, but I think it is 
necessary more or less to describe the 
situation. Certain districts in Ireland 
are, unfortunately, in a state of dis- 
turbance. That is admitted by every- 
one. The Lord-Lieutenant has pro- 
claimed the‘ counties in which those 
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districts are; he has poured into those ; is numbered by hundreds, to know that 
counties an immense number of police, | the moving of a hundred policemen to 
and, thereby, a great expenditure has | that district isa great advantage. There 
been incurred. This mode of dealing | are the most amazing stories in circula- 
with the trouble does not commend | tion as to what is going on in reference 
itself to me, for the very simple reason | to private lodgings for the police, means 
that it is doing no good whatever and | of conveyance, and provisions. I have 
is absolutely ineffectual. In spite of | heard—and I believe it to be true— 
the large numbers of police poured into | that in a certain town in the West of 
these districts, in spite of new barracks | Ireland a house which is usually let 
being built, these crimes and outrages | at £30 a year his been taken by the 
still go on unchecked and they even police authorities at £30 a month; and 
increase. The police seem to have no/ cars are hired in these districts for the 
power of stopping them, and they actually | conveyance of the police at an expendi- 
take place in the presence of the police, | ture for which you could get a special 
who are simply spectators of what soes | train from Dublin to Galway. The 
on. The reason for that is quite easy | Royal Irish Constabulary was _ never, 
to see. The people know that whether | and is not now, an unpopular body in 
they are arrested or not, they will not | Ireland. It is composed of good-looking 
be punished and nothing will happen. and attractive young Irishmen, and, 
Consequently, these practices, in spite | therefore, in these districts they are a 
of the presence of the police, continue. | great addition to the society of the place, 
ind, as a matter of fact, I have heard 
that in a small town in the West of 
Ireland there have been within the last 
month five marriages of members of 
the Royal Irish Constabulary. 


Possibly the contention of the Govern- 
ment is that, though this mode of treating 
the matter is not directly effectual, it may 
he effectual through the taxation which 
it is necessary to place on the districts. 
Thot is reasonable. I do not myself , y ; : 
cdmire that mode of punishment, but. . There is another point of view, and 
I recogaise that if this taxation was it is the one which, as a ¢ vunty councillor, 
lovied on the disturbed districts, if the 1 admit more especially mmsenests . mie, 
taxation was made punitive, it would and that is that by levying this taxation 
possibly deter the people from continuing | °V°T the whole county you are not 
these practices, and thus remedy the ‘ lone not making the taxation punitive, 
matter. But whatever chance there Dut you are including within it a large 
was of that form of dealing with the number of people and great tracks of 
matter being eective, is completely | country which are as quiet and peaceable 
destroyed by the fact that the Govern- | °° possible. / am not referring to small 
ment, instead of levying the taxation districts where it is inevitable, perhaps, 
for the extra forces of police on the that those who are innocent should 
disturbed areas where the outrages take suffer. I bese referring to the whole 
place, levy it on counties at large, in- of the western half of the county of 
cluding districts that are peaceful and Galway. If the noble Lord wants to 
have no connection whatever with the | know What positions I am referring to 
disturbances. In that way they are, iI may mention them specifically. I 
to my mind, depriving this taxation of refer to the rural district of Clifden, to 
any possibility of being indirectly effec- the whole of the rural district of 
tive. _Oughterard, and to at least half of the 

rural district of Galway and also to 

I would also point out, in this con-| the town of Galway, and I say that 
nection, that the districts in which! in all those districts there is no ground 
these disturbances take place are not | for taxing the people. I also wish to 
alone not being punished by the taxation, | ask why the whole of the county of 
but they are actually deriving benefits| Galway was proclaimed. The section 
from the presence of the extra police. | of the Act of Parliament which gives 
You have only to be acquainted with | the Lord-Lieutenant the power of prt 
these small towns and villages in the | claiming districts gives him full power-- 
West of Ireland, where the papelatines | fact, directs him—to proclaim only 








279 Ireland — 


those portions of a county which are 
in a state of disturbance. It is Section 
13 of 6 and 7 Wm. IV., ¢. 13, and is as 
follows— 

“The Lord-Lieutenant may declare by 
proclamation that any county, county of a 
city, or county of a town in Ireland, or any 
barony or baronies, half barony or half baronies 
in‘any county at large, or any district of less 
extent than any barony or half barony, is or are 
in a state of disturbance and require an addi- 
tional establishment of police.” 


Will the noble Lord say that any of those 
districts to which I refer—they are fifty 
miles long and fifty miles broad—are in a 
state of disturbance requiring additional 
police ? As a matter of fact, are there 
any additional police in those districts ¢ 
Is it not rather the fact that police have 
been taken from those districts in order to 
be placed in the disturbed districts? I 
submit that that part of Galway is quite 
undisturbed, and that the people are 
living in that perfect peace which always 
obtains in Ireland when there are not 
agrarian troubles. Therefore I contend 
that to proclaim the whole county was 
in abuse of the Lord-Lieutenant’s power 
considering the section I have just read, 
which expressly and wearisomely men- 
tions the various sub-divisions of a county 
which he may declare to be in a state 
of disturbance requiring an additional 
establishment of police. I therefore de- 
liberately ask His Majesty’s Government 
to have the whole of the western portion 
of the county of Galway unproclaimed, 


It is an insult to that part of the county 
to proclaim it; but far more important is 
the injury done to these people by in- 
flicting the extra taxation upon them. 
It becomes worse when we recall that 
nearly all that district is scheduled as a 
congested area, and at this moment the 
county council of Galway are having to 
tax those districts for the purpose of 
starting relief works to prevent the in- 
habitants dying of starvation. Therefore 
I say it was tragic to include those dis- 
tricts. - His Majesty’s Government might 
just as well proclaim and levy this taxa- 
tion off the county of Middlesex, and, in 
my humble opinion, it would be less 
absurd to do so, because at least in the 
county of Middlesex the noble Lord, Lord 
Denman, resides as well as the right hon. 
Gentleman the Chief Secretary for Lre- 
land, and, although I do not accuse them 


Lord Killanin. ~ 


{LORDS} 
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of intentionally encouraging this dis- 
turbance, I do say that in fact they are 
more connected with this agrarian trouble 
than anyone living in the western half of 
the county of Galway. 


What is the answer of His Majesty’s 
Government in this matter of levying the 
taxation on the whole county ? I under- 
stood the noble Lord who represents the 
Irish Office to say that it was necessary to 
levy it on the whole county. I under- 
stood him to speak sympathetically the 
other evening, and to imply that if it 
could be levied on the districts they 
would do so, but that they were com- 
pelled to levy it on the whole county, 
Of course that is.a legal matter, but I have 
looked as well as I could into it and I 
would refer the noble Lord to two sections 
in the Acts of Parliament which deal 
with this matter which I consider are very 
pertinent. I mentioned these sections to 
the noble Lord yesterday so that he would 
have time to give me an answer, because 
I desire the matter cleared up. I submit 
to His Majesty’s Government that there 
are only two ways of putting extra police 
into a disturbed county—they must 
come either from another county or from 
the reserve depot in Dublin. In the case 
of police being moved from one county to 
another, Section 28 of 6 and 7 William 
IV., c. 13, decides what is to be the area of 
charge. That section says that in such a 
case the expenses of such police— 

“During such time as they shall be, or 

remain, in any county or any barony or half 
barony, or other division of a barony, or 
county of a city or county of a town, or town 
and liberties, shall be defrayed in the same 
manner in all respects by such county or barony 
or half barony, or other division of a barony or 
county of a city or county of a town, or town 
and liberties, in respect of which such expenses 
shall have been incurred, and to which it shall 
be by the said Lord-Lieutenant declared that 
such expenses relate.” 
I therefore submit that, in so far as these 
police are moved from another county, 
the expenses must be defrayed by the 
district into which they are moved. But 
in the case of police sent into a county 
from the reserve in Dublin, Section 8 
of 2 and 3 Vict., c. 75, says— 

** One moiety for the payment of police com- 
posing the said Reserve Force shall be raised 
off the county, county of a city or county of a 
town ... provided always that it shall and 
may be lawful for the Lord-Lieutenant, if he 


thinks fit, to direct that the monies or, any 
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proportion thereof, so payable in respect of the 
Reserve Force, shall be raised off any barony 
or baronies, half barony or half baronies, or other 
division of a barony, for the better execution 
of the law wherein such Reserve Force or any 
part thereof may have been employed, instead 
of the county at large.” 

Therefore I contend that it is in the 
power of the Government, in so far as 
the police coming from another county 
or from the reserve depot in Dublin are 
concerned, to see that the expense is 
placed on the baronies and not on the 
counties at large. 

In conclusion, I would appeal to His 
Majesty’s Government to give full and 
fair consideration to this matter. I 
have not raised it in any party spirit. 
In fact, I think that calling attention 
to it is of advantage to the Government 
and to Ireland in that it might lead to 
people realising what is occurring, and to 
a stop being put to these disturbances. 
[ should be glad if that were the result. 
In that way I should be doing a friendly 
turn to His Majesty’s Government. 
But I do most earnestly ask them to look 
into the whole question, and if they do 
they will see that the present mode of 
dealing with the matter is proving 
wholly ineffectual, that in the meantime 
there is a wasteful expenditure of public 
money, and that the manner in which 
the taxation is being levied is most unjust. 


Moved, “ That there be laid before the 
House a Return showing the counties 
and portions of counties proclaimed under 
the abeve Act during the last thirty 
years, with the dates at which the procla- 
mations were made and withdrawn.”— 


(Lord Killanin.) 


Lorp DENMAN: My Lords, in the 
able and eloquent speech which the noble 
Lord has addressed to the House he has 
dealt with two separate and distinct 
questions ; the first was a matter of law 
and the second a question of policy. 
I will endeavour to deal first with the 
question of law. The county of Galway 
was proclaimed because the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant in Council was satisfied that the 
county was “in a state of disturbance ” 
such as to “ require an additional estab- 
lishment of police” within the terms 
of the Statute, 6 Will. IV., under which 
the proclamation was made. Police 
reports show a very considerable part 


{23 Jury 1908} 





Proclaimed Counties. 989 


at 


of the West Riding to be undoubtedly 
in a state of disturbance. But even 
assuming that certain limited areas were 
not disturbed to an extent that would 
require additional police, that would 
not affect the question about which Lord 
Killanin 


appears mainly concerned— 
namely, the charge upon the local 
authorities. Even if limited areas only 


were proclaimed, the county at large 
would equally have to bear the charge. 


Lorp ASHBOURNE: 


section ? 


Under what 


Lorp DENMAN: Under Section 37 
of the Act of William IV. the amount 
chargeable for extra police under Sec- 
tion 13, sent in pursuance of a procla- 
mation, has to be raised off the county 
at large. In 1880 and 1882, when a 
number of counties and parts of counties 
were proclaimed and the police forces 
largely increased, the law officers advised 
that the charge for ad litional police 
appointed in pursuance of the pro- 
clamation must be on the county at 
lar je and not on any limited district of 
the county. Some of the proclama- 
tions of 1880-2, as the noble Lord is 
aware, remained in force for many years. 
I think the last proclamation remained 
in force till the year 1899. In the ease 
of Galway the additional police were 
withdraw. in 1898. Throughout, under 
both Liberal and Conservative Govern- 
ments, the charges have been made on 
the counties at large. 


The present Law Officers agree that 
the liw is as stated by their prede- 
cessors in 1880. “The extra police for 
which charges were made against certain 
districts and townlands in Galway, as 
stated in the third part of the Question, 
were not additional police appointed 
under proclamation as in the present 
case, but consisted of detachments of the 
established police forces of other countie s, 
temporarily sent to County Galway. 
Under Il and {2 Viet., cap. 72, Section 6, 
the charge for such detachments— 
namely, a moiety of the cost—was made 
upon the county at large. In 1874 
that was the opinion of the Law Officers 
of the day. In the year 1900, however, 
the then Law Officers of the Crown 
advised that the charge could b: made 
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upon the rural or urban districts in 
which the men were employed, and thi 
course appears to have been followed 
until March, 1906, after which date the 
original practice was reverted to on the 
advice of the present Law Officers, who 
agree with the view expressed by the 
Law Officers of 1874, that the charge 
should be on the county at large, a view 
whi h has been supported by judicial 
decision. Speaking genera ly, it may be 
said that it is open to any local authority 


{LORDS} 
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the area not only would that man suffer 
all the inconvenience and hardship of 
having his cattle driven, but in addition 
would have to pay the greater part of the 
expense of the police ‘sent to protect his 
property. I quite admit that in the case 
of the noble Lord himself and of the 
neighbourhood in which he resides, it is a 
hardship to have to pay for the misdeeds 
of other people in a different part of the 
county. I admit that. But the ques- 
tion, I think, is whether some people 





who consider that the methods of charge 
for extra police are illegal to test the | 
matter by proceedings in one of the | 
superior Courts. I have stated the 
opinion of the present Law Officers, and 
that it is supported by a judicial decision. 


Lorp ASHBOURNE; What is 


juiicial decision, and when was it given ? 


Lorp DENMAN : 
Mr. Justice Harrison at the “Wexford | 
Assizes in 1888. The noble Lord has | 
quoted the case of the reserve force of 
police. It is true that in some cases the | 
reserve force may be used for a rather 
similar purpose to those in counties ; 
but the law regarding that force is 


that it is to be used for “sudden 
and extraordinary emergency.” <A con- 
tinued state of disturbance requiring 


comparatively permanent additions to 
the police ~ force, as in County Galway 
at the present time, must be treated 
under the Act of William IV. Even if 
the reserve force were used, I under- 
stand that it would not be suflicient, in 
the opinion of the Government, for the 
purpose of policing County Galway at | 
the present time. 

In reply to the fifth question, I shall 
be glad to give the Return asked for, but 
to enumerate the extra expenses of police 
would entail enormous labour, and I 


hope the noble Lord will not press for | 


that part of the Return. As to the 
question of injustice, I cannot admit that 


there is any injustice resulting from the | 
I admit that this is | 


mode of taxation. 
« rough-and-ready method of dealing 
with this matter, 
doubt innocent persons must suffer with 
the guilty. But what would be the effect 
of narrowing the area? Supposing a 
particular grazier has his cattle driven ; he 
is probably the largest ratepayer in the 
district, and therefore if we narrowed 
Lord Denman. 


the | 


It was given by | 


and in some cases no | 


should suffer a certain amount of hard: 
| ship, or 2 much smaller number of people 
|suffer considerably greater h: ardship. 
| I gather from the tenor of the noble Lord’s 
| remarks thet he was averse to drafting 
| P lice into County Galway at all. 
| 
| 


Lorp KILLANIN ; 


less. 


I said it was use- 
| 
| 

Lorp DENMAN: Well, my Lords, 
I submit that if the condition of County 
Galway is bad it would be consider: bly 
| worse if the police already there were to 
be withdrawn. After all, the remedy 
is with the people of the County of G il- 
way itself. Let them set their faces 
against cattle-driving and other forms 
of disturbance and then the police will 
ibe withdrawn, and if a better state of 
things should come to pass in that county 
there is nobody who would welcome 
such a state of things more warmly than 
the Chief Secretary. ; 


THE Marquess or LONDONDERRY: 
My Lords, I cannot allow this debate to 
| terminate without saying a word with 
ir regard to the extraordin: ary statement 
to which we have just listened. The 
| condition of things is entirely due to His 
Majesty’s Government. They have not 
taken steps to put down cattle-driving, 
| but have allowed it to go on increasing 
| until it has spread over eight counties, 
| and they have proclaimed six counties 


under the Act of William III. and placed 
enormous expense upon them for extra 
| police. The law if properly administered 
| is perfectly capable of dealing with 
| cattle-driving, and I want to know why 
| His Majesty’s Government have not put 
‘into force the powers they already 
| possess. The condition of Ireland is one 
of increasing lawlessness. The Chief 
Secretary in his speeches has tried to 
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gloss over the state of affairs, but there | increasing 


were during the first six months of this 
year, I believe, more cattle-drives than 
in the whole of last year and more people 
under police protection. Yet I think 
] have never heard a responsible Govern- 
ment make a weaker answer than that 
made by Lord Denman to my noble friend. 


*LorD MACDONNELL or SWIN- 
FORU: My Lords, in rising to speak 
on this subject I crave from your 
Lordships a full measure of that 
indulgence which of your goodness you 
concede to those who address you for 
the first time. I venture to address your 
Lordships to-day because I am familiar 
with the subject under your notice, because 
I have sympathy with the views of my 





noble friend Lord Killanin, and because | 
the subject possesses certain aspects to | 
| upon the rates. The i tant questi 

] ne rates. 1e Important question 


which I wish to invite your Lordships’ 
attention. 


My purpose will be facilitated if your 
Lordships will permit me to explain very 
briefly what the organisation of the 


toyal Irish Constabulary is, so far as that | 


organisation is germane to the questions 
placed on the Paper by the noble Lord. 
The Royal Irish Constabulary is divided 
into two bodies, which are recruited under 
different legal provisions. One of these 
bodies is called the Free Force, and the 
other body is called the Reserve. The 
Free Force is limited by law toa maximum 
strength of 10,678 officers and men; the 
teserve is similarly limited to a maximum 
strength of 412 officers and men. The 
Reserve Force, as its name implies, 
is intended for use on emergencies only. 
It is quartered in one body in the 
Constabulary Depot in the Pheenx 
Park. On the other hand, the Free Force 
is divided, triennially, among the counties 
of Ireland and the City of Belfast, which 
for special reasons is policed by the 
Royal Irish Constabulary; and the 
number of men allocated to each county 
is technically called the Parliamentary 
quota of that county. It frequently hap- 
pens that the quota of a particular 
county has proved inadequate for the 
county’s needs and as the quota itself 
cannot be increased during the currency 
of the triennial allocation, other means 
are provided by law and practice for 


meeting the particular emergeney or by | 
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its total police force of the 
county. 

Lord Killanin said there were only 
two ways of doing that, but there are 
four. One way is by the magistrates 
of the county, in special meeting as- 
sembled, requisitioning the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant for any inerease. Another way 
is for the Lord-Lieutenant, on the advice 
of his Privy Council, to increase the 
police force of any particular county. 
A third way is to employ part of the 
reserve in the county, and the fourth 
and last way is to transfer for temporary 
service to the disturbed county part of 
the quotas of other countries, which, 
being in a peaceful condition, can afford 
to spare the men. No matter under 
which of these four methods the police 
quota of a county is reinforced, one-half 
of the cost of the reinforcement falls 


raised by the noble Lord, Lord Killanin, 
really comes to this. Should the cost 
be recovered from the county at large, 
or should it fall on the disturbed districts 


| alone 2 


| 


Where the police force of a county 
has been strengthened by the action of 
the magistrates or the initiation of the 
Lord-Lieutenant on the advice of the 
Privy Council, the invariable practice 
has, I believe, been to treat the cost as 
a county at large charge; where the 
reinforcement has come from the reserve, 
the practice has been to treat the cost 
as recoverable from the particular dis- 
tricts in which the additional police 


|have been employed. But where the 


reinforcement has come from the Free 
Forces of other counties the practice 
has varied. Under the last and the 
present Liberal Administration it has 
been treated as a county at large charge. 
During the last five years, at all events, 
of the late Unionist Administration, the 


| charge was recovered from the districts 


whose condition made necessary the 
introduction of the additional police. 


My Lords, it is, I think, very desirable 
that there should be uniformity of prac- 
tice in this matter. I confess that, looking 
at the matter from the point of view of an 
executive officer, my preference is strongly 
in favour of the interpretation which the 
Unionist Law Officers have placed upon the 
law. Tconsider that it is in the interests 


i 
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of peace and order and of fair play that 

those people who are peaceable and law- 

abiding should not be fined because of 

the sins of people who are disorderly. 

I think it is unfair that if three- | 
fourths of the county are peaceable and | 
orderly, those three-fourths should have | 
to pay for the one-fourth which is dis- | 
orderly. I have had much experience of | 
the use of police in this way. In India | 
we used to call them punitive police, and | 
I found this method one of the most effi- 
cient in manitaining order. Under a 
Western as under an Eastern sun the most 
sensitive part of communities or of in- 
dividuals is their purses, and if you bring | 
sufficient force to bear in that direction 

you generally re-establish order and deter | 
other people from breaking the law. | 


| 
| 
| 


I have only one remark more to make, 
and it is with reference to what has | 
fallen from the noble Marquess opposite. 
I am not here to speak for the Govern- 
ment; I speak for myself alone as a 
private Member of your Lordships’ 
House, but, of course, I have had ex- | 
ceptional opportunities for acquiring 
information, and, indeed I feel that in 
addressing your Lordships I suffer from 
the inconvenience that I have so 
lately come from public service. But ] 
think I may say that the enforcement 
of the Coercion Act did not relieve the 
Unionist Government from having re- 
course to this strengthening of the police 
the country. Speaking for 
myself alone, I am disposed to think | 
that, when the Unionist Government, | 
with intentions of which I completely | 
approve, made its excursion into the | 
fields of Liberalism in 1898, it introduced 
into the Local Government (Ireland) Act 
certain provisions which have had very 
great effect upon the magisterial benches 
throughout Ireland. I have belief and | 
confidence in my countrymen that what- 
ever hasty action was then taken will in 
time be justified; but in the meantime 
the action of the Unionist Government 
has had this effect, that it has compelled 
the Liberal Government of this day to 
cope with disorder in Ireland with broken 
harness and with blunted weapons. 





force of 


Lorp ATKINSON : My Lords, I have 
no desire to discuss the point of law, and 
[ do not at all rise to enter upon 
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| question in a Court of law. 
|a very barren and mocking invitation. 
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of the Government of 1898 blunted 
the weapons for preserving law and 
order. I will only venture to say, in 
passing, that if they were blunted, at 
all events, we managed to maintain 
law and order in Ireland. But I rise 
for an entirely different purpose. I am 
one of those who had the good or evil 
fortune to give an opinion that it was not 
necessary to do such an _ extremely 
absurd, and, in my opinion, perfectly 
abortive, thing as when one division of 
a county was disturbed, to punish, not 
only that division, but its peaceful 
neighbours. Accordingly, we advised 
that under the statute it was competent, 
when a district was proclaimed, to send 
police to that district, and to charge its 
support upon that district. I now rise 
to make a suggestion. Lord Denman 


Proclaimed Counties. 


‘invited my noble friend to raise the 


That was 


He cannot raise it in a Court of law. 
The question is not whether the Lord- 
Lieutenant is bound to have the expenses 


| raised from the disturbed districts; it 


is whether or not an optien is given 
to him to direct that it be levied off 
the larger area. I suggest to the Govern- 
ment that in one of the proclaimed 
counties the Lord-Lieutenant should 
direct that a small sum should be levied 
on a particular area, whereupon the legal 
question whether the Lord-Lieutenant 
had or had not the jurisdiction to charge 
over the smaller area could be decided. 
If he has not, then I quite agree with 
Lord MacDonnell that unquestionably 
the law ought to be changed, for nothing 
could be more unjust than that people 
who have no connection with the dis- 
turbances should be mulcted for the 
support of the additional police that are 
necessary to check the disorder of their 
neighbours. 


*Lorp ASHBOURNE: My Lords, the 
case presented with singular clearness 
and fairness by my noble friend Lord 
Killanin is thatit seems unjust to tax the 
wider area, a substantial portion of 
which might be entirely innocent, if 
there is a power of concentrating the 
charge’ on the portion of the couwity 
which is disturbed. The noble Lord 
who replied on behalf of the Irish Office 





the material question how far the action 
Lord Macdonnell of Swinford, 


stated that until 1906 the practice had 
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been as stated by Lord Killanin, but 
that in that year a change was made, 
and instead of the smaller localities 
being charged the expenditure was 
spread over the whole county. It is 
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tricts who indulge in these raids. Lord 
Denman said that the grazier would 
suffer if the extra rate was put on the 
particular district where the cattle 
were driven, but the truth is that he 
obvious, from the speech of Lord| would much rather pay the extra rate 
Macdonnell, that the practice which | and have his cattle protected. I admit 
was stopped in 1906 had been acted | that on the whole Ireland is peaceful, 
upon on previous occasions by various | but there is, as I have said before in 
Governments and under various Law | this House, a gangrene in the country 
Officers without question; and Lord | that will spread if it is not stopped. We 
Macdonnell has intimated very clearly | have to look forward—and next winter, 
that, in his opinion, the power of charging |if the measures that we are con- 
the smaller area was a wise and useful | tinually promised are not properly put 
power, and that as a question of policy | into force, we shall have further trouble. 








and prudence it would be well to adopt 
that course. Lord Atkinson has also pre- 
sented the case in the fairest possible way. 
I venture to suggest that, by the light 
of what has fallen from both sides of the 
House, it would be only fair and reason- 
able for the Government to apply their 
minds to this question and see whether 
they have not a discretion to make the 
charge upon the narrower locality if 
they think it expedient in the interests 
of law and order. 


*TuE Eart or MAYO: My Lords, the 
noble Lord opposite who replied on 
behalf of the Irish Office said, in the 
concluding words of his speech, that the 
people of Galway must set their faces 
against cattle-driving. I ask whether 
the Government have set their faces to 
the best of their ability against cattle- 
driving. The answer, I think, is, “ No.” 
The fact remains that after many months 
of their efforts cattle-driving still goes 
on, not alone in Galway but in other 
places. I should like to draw attention 
to a statement made by Judge Kenny 
at the Galway Assizes the other day. 
He said— 


“The only part of the County Galway not 


in a state of extreme lawlessness is Con- 
hemara.”’ 
Connemara is the most congested 


part of County Galway. What, then, 
becomes of the argument that it is in 
the congested districts that the people 
want these extra grass lands? The 
fact is that this cattle-driving is engineered 
by the people in the small towns and 
by the young blackguards who gather 
round the public-houses at night. It 


|The answer of the Government is an 
evasion of the actual question. I only 
hope that a little backbone will be put 
into this matter. The Government know 
as well as I do that cattle-driving could 
be stopped if they put into effect the 
remedies at their command. 


Tue Eart or CREWE: My Lords, in 
spite of what the noble Ear! has said it 
appears to me that the question raised 
| by Lord Killanin is purely a legal question 
or, at any rate, almost entirely a legal 
question, and consequently the discussion 
has very properly in the main concen- 
trated itself on the legal aspect of the 
case. Previous to the year 1900, owing 
to a decision, I imagine, of the noble 


Lord opposite, Lord Ashbourne in 
1874—— 


Lorp ASHBOURNE : I did not come 


in until 1877, 


THe Eart or CREWE: Well, owing 
to the decision of the Law Officers of the 
Conservative Government of that year 
the charge was placed on the county 
and it so remained up to 1900, when the 
Law Officers of the then Government 
gave a different decision. The noble 
and learned Lord, Lord Atkinson, stated 
that it would not be possible, for the 
reason he gave, for the county council 
of Galway or any other county council 
to do what my noble friend behind me 
invited them to do, which was to bring 
the matter into Court. The proposition, 





therefore, of Lord Atkinson, was. this, 
that assuming the present Law Officers 
‘re right in denying a discretion to the 


is not the people in the congested dis- | Lord-Lieutenant, and in saying that he is 


K 2 
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obliged to charge on the county, the Lord- 
Lieutenant should place himself within the 
possibility of an action’s being brought 
against him by making a small charge on 
some particular barony or half barony. 
I will consult my right hon. friend as to 
whether he is prepared to recommend 
any action of that kind. Noble Lords 
will understand that I cannot, of course, 
say what view he will take. I think 
there is no doubt that there is a very 
plausible case for saying that if this 


{LORDS} 





extra establishment of police is to be | 


regarded as punitive, the punitive effect 
will be more concentrated if the charges 
are made on the particular district to 
which the police are sent. But at the 
sume time, it does not do entirely to lose 
sight of the consideration mentioned by 
my noble friend behind me, namely, 
that if everybody in the disturbed area 
was guilty of disturbance, it would no 
doubt be a proper method to charge all 
the money on them; but even in this 


small area there would be a large pro- | 
portion of innocent people, who would | 


have to pay more per head if the whole 


charge was concentrated on the small | 


district. 
clusive, but it is a point which has to be 
considered. I was a little amused at the 
way in which the noble Earl, Lord 
Mayo, seemed to me to give away Lord 


I do not say that that is con- | 


Foreign Cattle. 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly. 
IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN CATTLE, 

THE EArt oF ONSLOW rose to call 
attention to the report of a deputation 
which waited upon the Prime Minister to 
invite him to repeal the Diseases of 
Animals Act, 1896, which prevents the 
importation alive of cattle into this 
country from abroad ; and to ask what is 
the attitude of His Majesty’s Government 
on the subject. The noble Earl said; 
My Lords, I observed in the usual 
channels of information a short time ago 
that a deputation had waited on the 
Prime Minister wich respect to the state 
of the law affecting the introduction of 
live cattle from abroad. No very lengthy 
report of that deputation, or of the answer 
which was made to it, was given; but so 
far as I could gather, the right hon. 
Centleman said that he came from a con- 
stituency interested in this question, and 
that he was prepared to give very favour- 
able consideration to the introduction of 
live cattle into this country it he could be 
satisfied that they came from countries 
where there was no disease. But we 
also were informed that the noble Earl 
the President of the Board of Agriculture 


| took a very different line, and was not at 


Killanin’s case when he quoted the state- | 


ment of Mr. Justice Kenny that the 
whole of county Galway, except South 
Connemara, was in a state of extreme 
lawlessness. 
the charge ought, at any rate, to be cs- 
tributed over the greater part of the 
county. 


Lorp KILLANIN: Judge Kenny said, 
I think, Connemara, and that would 
include the whole of the district which I 
referred to. I did not allude to the West 
Ktiding but to the western part of the 
county, which is not disturbed 
ought not to be included. With regard 
to the Return, could the noble Lord not 
make it a little fuller, showing on what 
areas these charges were levied ? 
Perhaps it would he easier if I reduced 
the period to the last twenty years. 


Lorp DENMAN: I should think that 
would entail an enormous amount of 
labour and correspondence. T will give 
tho noble Lord the counties which have 
been proclaimed, 

The Eurl of Crewe. 


| deputation. 


If that is so, it is clear that | 


and | 


all sympathetic to the objects of the 
I confess that that is entirely 
in accord with everything we have 
heard from the noble Karl either in this 
House or elsewhere. ‘The question was 
raised last session or the session before, 
and the noble Earl, with no uncertain 
voice, said he had no intention of departing 
from the policy of his predecessors. There 
has been some agitation in this matter, 
and it has been chiefly based on the idea 
| that there is a scarcity—I believe it has 
| been put as high as a famine—in the 
| meat markets ; but if your Lordships will 
look at the prices of recent months and 
of recent years you will see that meat is 
not really any dearer now than it has 
been on frequent occasions, due to tem- 
| porary causes, in recent years, There 
have been some fluctuations, consequent, I 
believe, on a shortage of maize in 
| America. As a result, the price of cattle 
|} went up in May and June, but I see 
/from the official reports of the Board of 
| Agriculture that it has gone back again. 
|In the report dated July 2nd, I noticed 
| that there was a marked fall in the price 
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kets, especially American and Argentine 
chilled, were dull. The following week 
all kinds were more or less down, and 
then on July 16th it -is reported that, 
while Scottish and English beef remained 
firm, there were heavier supplies and 
prices were lower. I venture to think 
that there is no ground for the assertion 
that there is a marked scarcity in the 
supply of meat in this country, and that 
there is no difference between the present 
position and the position in recent years 
Then it has been alleged that there is a 
feeling of grievance on the part of our 
Canadian brethren on this question. I 
should like to ask whether any, and if 
so, What representations have been made 
by the Government of Canada to this 
country as to the state of the law which 
prevents the importationalive of Canadian 
cattle. My own belief is that there is 
no feeling at all in Canada on the sub- 
ject. I have heard it said by Canadians 
that at the time they were sending over 
store cattle to this country they were 
not alive to the fact that they were 
sending us the raw material and that 
this country was making the profit after 
fattening the cattle and turning out the 
finished article, but they now preferred 
to do the finishing off of the raw materia] 
at home and get the profit from both 
rearing and fattening the stock as 
well. L assume that there has been 
no great agitation on the part of 
our Canadian cousins to have cattle 
admitted alive into this country, 
end I venture to think that the 
recent rise in price is only one of those 
fluctuations in the market which we must 
anticipate. [ hope to hear from the 
noble Earl opposite that he, at any rate, 


has not departed from the policy he has | 


announced to Parliament, and that that 
policy is endorsed by his colleagues in the 
Cabinet. 


Tae PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
or AGRICULTURE ann FISHERIES 
(Earl Carrineton): My Lords, the Act 
of 1896, as your Lordships are aware, 
prohibits the importation of cattle unless 
they are slaughtered at ports of landing, 
such as Deptford, Liverpool, Bristol, and 
Glasgow. I have to say that the Govern- 
ment do not propose, in existing cireum- 
stances, to initiate any legislation on the 
subject. I may, perhaps, be permitted 
to add that the President of the Board of 


{23 JuLy 1908} 
of beef, and that all the dead meat mar- | 
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Trade intends to appoint a Departmental 
Committee to inquire how far, and in 
what manner, the general supply, distri- 
bution, and price of meat in the United 
Kingdom are controlled or affected by 
any combination of firms or companies. 
I have had no representations lately from 
the Canadian Government on the subject, 
and I am informed on very high autho- 
rity indeed, that whatever restrictions we 
are obliged to put on the importation of 
Canadian cattle will be loyally accepted. 


THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 

Moved, “That the Lord Balfour be ap- 
pointed to take the Chair in all 
Committees of the Whole House next 
week in the absence of the Chairman of 
Qommittees: That the Lord Balfour be 
appointed to take the Chair in all 
Committees upon Private Bills next 
week in the absence of the Chairman 
of Committees ;—(The Chairman of Com- 
mittees)—agreed to, and ordered accord- 
ingly. 


House adjourned at ten minutes 
before Sevea o’cloek till To- 
morrow, Ten o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thursday, 23rd July, 1908. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Private Bills—Ordered, That Standing 
Orders 220 and 246, relating to Private 
Bills, be suspended for the remainder of 
the session. 


That, as regards Private Bills to be 
returned by the House of Lords with 
Amendments, such Amendments (if 
unopposed) shall be considered forthwith. 


That as regards Private Bills returned, 
or to be returned, by the Hous of Lords 
with Amendments, such Amendments (if 
opposed) shall be considered at such 
times as the Chairman of Ways and 
Means may determine. 








295 Petitions. 

That, when it is intended to propose 
any Amendments thereto, a copy of such 
Amendments shall be deposited at the 
Private Bill Office, and notice given on 
the day on which the Bill shall have been 
returned from the Lords.—(The Deputy 
Chairman.) 


Local Government (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Orders (No. 1) Bill [Lords]; Pier 
and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) 
Bill [Lords]; Pier and Harbour Pro- 
visional Order (No. 3) Bill [Lords].—Read 
the third time, and passed, with an 
Amendment. 


Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) 
Bill [Lords]—Read the third time, and 
passed, without Amendment. 


Salmon, Trout, and River Tweed 
Fisheries Bill.—Ordered, That the Ex- 
aminers of Petitions for Private Bills do 
examine the Salmon, Trout, and River 
Tweed Fisheries Bill, with respect to 
compliance with the Standing Orders 
relative to Private Bills.—(Sir John 
Jardine.) 


Gas Orders Confirmation Bill [Lords].— 
Reported, with Amendments [Provisional] 
Orders confirmed]; Report to lie upon 
the Table. 


Bill, as amended, to be considered 
To-morrow. 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
Bill [Lords].—Reported, with Amend- 
ments [Provisional Orders confirmed] ; 
Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill, as amended, to be considered 
To-morrow. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1.) Bill [Lords].—Reported, with 
Amendments [Provisional Orders con- 
firmed]; Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill, as amended, to be considered 
To-morrow. 


Local Government (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Order (No. 4) Bill [Lords].— 
Reported, with Amendments [Provi- 
sional Order confirmed]; Report to lie 
upon the Table. 


Bill, as amended, to be considered 
To-morrow. 


{COMMONS} 
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Kducation Board Provisional Orders 
Yonfirmation (London) Bill [Lords}— 
Reported, without Amendment [Pro- 
visional Orders confirmed]; Report to 
lie upon the Table. 


Bill to be read the third time 
To-morrow. 

Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and 
Water Bill [Lords]—Reported, with 
Amendments; Report to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. 





MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


That they have agreed to :—Margate 
Corporation Bill; Manchester Corpora- 
tion Bill; Burnley Corporation Bill; 
Blackburn Corporation Bill, with Amend- 
ments. 


Amendments to :—Stratford- upon- 
Avon, Towcester, and Midland Junction 
Railway, Evesham, Redditch, and Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon Junction Railway, and 
Kast and West Junction Railway (Amal- 
gamation) Bill [Lords]; London County 
Council (Tramways and Improvements) 
Bill [Lords], without Amendment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
“An Act to regulate the sale of certain 
Poisonous Substances and to amend the 
Pharmacy Acts.” [Poisons and Phar- 
macy Bill [Lords.] 





| And, also, a Bill, intituled, ‘“ An Act 
| to legalise the use of Cran and Quarter 
Cran Measures in connection with trading 
in Fresh Herrings in England and Wales.” 
[Cran Measures Bill [Lords. ] 


PETITIONS. 
CHILDREN BILL. 


Petition from West Hants and East 
Dorset, in favour ; to lie upon the Table. 





LICENSING BILL. 


Petition from Norfolk, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


Petitions for alteration: From Roch- 
dale ; and West Hants and East Dorset ; 
to lie upon the Table. 
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Petitions in favour: From Bettws 
Garmon ; Carnarvon ; Liverpool ; Lland- 
wrog; and Pentonville; to lie upon the 
Table. 

POOR LAW AMENDMENT 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Petitions in favour: From Barry ; 
Brechin; Menmuir; and Monifieth; to 
lie upon the Table. 





RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


PARLIAMENTARY RETURNS. 
Copy presented, of Treasury Minute, 
dated 21st July, 1908, directing that the 
Annual Account required by the Uganda 
Railway Act, 1896, shall be discontinued 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


POOR LAW RELIEF (PAUPERS RE- 
LIEVED IN A YEAR AND PERIODS 
OF RELIEF). 

teturn presented, relative thereto 

[ordered 5th August, 1907; Mr. Burns] ; 

to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 

[No. 250.] 


SHIPPING CASUALTIES (1906-7). 
Copy presented, of Abstract of the 


Returns of Shipping Casualties which | 


occurred on or near the Coasts or in 
Rivers and Harbours of the 
Kingdom from Ist July, 1906, to 30th 
June, 1907, and of the Returns of Ship- 
ping Casualties to British Vesselselse where 
thin on the Coasts of the United Kingdom 
and to Foreign Vessels on or near the 
Coasts, or in Rivers and Harbours, of 
British Possessions Abroad, ete., with 
Charts and Appendices [by Command] ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


PAPER LAID UPON THE TABLE BY THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 


Chamber of London.—Annual Accounts | 


of the Chamberlain of London for the 
vear 1907 [by Act]; to be printed. [No. 
951.] 
HOUSE OF LORDS (MANUSCRIPTS), 
VOLUME IV. (NEW SERIES). 
Paper [communicated 22nd July] to 
be printed. [No, 249.] 


ARMY (TERRITORIAL FORCE). } 


Copy dpresented, of Report, tdated 
18th July, 1908, by the Director General 


{23 Juty 1908} 
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of the Army Medical Service, as to the 
progress made in constituting the Medical 
Service of the Territorial Force [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 





QUESTIONS AND ANSIVERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Earlier Issue of Education Code. 

Mr. H. GOOCH (Camberwell, Peck- 
ham): To ask the President of the Boar 
of Education if he can see his way t» 
issue the Code earlier in the year so as to 
give local education authorities more 
time to make their arrangements before 





United | 


| what 


the summer recess. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman). I should 
be glad if an earlier issue of the Code 
were possible, but in view of the fact 
that questions are continually arising 
during the earlier months of the year, 
which require careful consideration and 
occasionally consultation with other de- 
partments, it is impossible for me to 
| make any promise, 


Increase of Rents of Tenants at Box, 





Carrickmacross. 
| Mr. McKEAN (Monaghan, 8.): To 
|ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


Lieutenant of Ireland on what grounds 
| the rents of three tenants in the district 
| of Box, Carrickmacross, named Bernard 
| O’Reilly, Thomas Walsh, and Peter 
| Callan, were raised, respectively, from 
| £3 8s., £4, £4 15s., to £4 2s., $4 18s. 6d., 
jand £5 14s. 6d., at a sitting of the Land 
|Commission Court held in Carrickma- 
|eross on 5th November, 1907, Mr. 
Justice Dodd being the presiding Judge 
and Mr. Williams his assessor; and 
are the qualifications of Mr. 
Williams for the position mentioned. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell). The rents 
in question were judicially fixed by the 
Land Commission Court of Appeal under 
the provisions of Section 88 of the Irish 
Land Act, 1903, and the Land Law Aets. 
It would be entirely irregular for me to 
ask the Commissioners to state the 
grounds of their decision. Mr. Williams 
is one of the assessors appointed pursuant 
to the eighty-ninth section of the Act of 





1903. He was previously an assistant 
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Land Commissioner, and his qualifica- 
tions when appointed to the latter office 
in 1906 are stated in House of Commons 
Return No, 151, of 1902. 


Anarchism and Slander in India. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : | 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether the Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal received a 
signed by 
the Maharajas of Kasimbazar, Burdwan, 
and Gidhour, and Maharaja Prodyot 
Kumar, Tajore, deploring the anarchism 
brought to light in their province of 
Jengal, and urging that seditious writing 
poisons the mind of the young and led to 
the conspiracy recently 
Calcutta, and that the 
India should bring in 
which will deal efficaciously with the 
present unbridled licence to slander by 
irresponsible press men and root anar- 
chism out of India; and whether the 
Governments of India and Bengal propose 
to take any action upon this representa- 
tion. 


discovered at 


Government o 


(Answered by Mr. 


Buchanan). The 
letter 


referred to in the Question has 


been published in the Indian newspapers, | 


and has, no doubt, been considered by 
the Government of India. The Secretary 
of State has nothing to add to his recent 
utterances on the subject of seditious 
writing in India. 


Military Training for Europeans in India. 
Mr. REES: To ask the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for India 
attention of the Government has been 
called to the recommendation of the 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, to the 
effect that every European and Eurasian 
in India should be trained to arms in the 
interests of the State and for the greater 
security of the European community ; 
whether the Government of India has | 
under consideration the question of 
increasing the capitation grants so as to 


enable all classes to serve without being | 


put to personal expense, and giving such 
aid in the way of practical military 
training to firms and companies as may 
enable them to provide for the proper 
training of their employees 
the Governnent of India contemplates 
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communication | 


the Nawab of Murshedabad, | 


whether the | 


: and whether | 


Questions, 300 
| giving further active assistance in general 
| to the volunteer movement in India. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) The 
| recommendation of the Bombay Chamber 
of Commerce referred to by the hon. 
| Member has not come before the Secre- 
tary of State, nor has he yet received any 
| proposals from the Government of India 
lon the subject of volunteering in India. 


London Street Ambulances. 
Mr. COOPER (Southwark, Ber- 
'mondsey): To ask the Secretary of State 
|for the Home Department whether the 
Departmental Committee appointed to 
consider the question of ambulances for 


| street accidents in London have presented 
| their Report, and when it will be issued, 


Press legislat ion | 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I am informed that the Committee are 
considering their Report, and hope to 
present it in the autumn. 

Mr. COOPER: To ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether he is aware that during the 
| sitting of the Departmental Committee 
lon London ambulances litter ambulances 
amounting to more than 100 were placed 
}in the streets of London; whether he 
| will state by whose authority these 
ambulances were placed in the streets; 
how much was the total cost; and 
| whether this cost will be a charge upon 
the rates. 


(.inswered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
| A large number of litter ambulances 
i have been placed in the streets by my 
authority ; some were authorised before 
|the appointment of the Committee, 
lothers since its sittings commenced. 
|The cost of a wheeled litter with the 
| appliances and shelter is £35 MMs. 6d. 
| This is defrayed out of the Metropolitan 
Police Fund. 
| 
| Supply of Books to Prisoners. 

Mr. MONTAGU (Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton): To ask the Secretary of 
| State for the Home Department whether, 
/in view of the fact that public attention 
/has recently been directed towards the 
Regulations in prisons as to the supply of 
| books and other matters, he will make 
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investigations by Departmental Com- | 


mittee, or otherwise, with a view to im- 
proving these Regulations. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone). 


The Regulations are receiving my atten- | 


tion. 


Official Shorthand Writers at Assizes. 
Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.): To ask the Secretary to the 


Treasury whether his attention has been | 
called to the fact that at the Hereford- | 


shire Quarter Sessions on 29th June no 
official shorthand writer was in attend- 
ance, and that the local reporters declined 


to act, on the ground that the remunera- | 


tion was inadequate, with the result that 
the chairman was compelled to remand 
the remaining prisoners to the Assizes, 
and that at the Surrey Assizes at Guild- 
ford on Thursday last no official short- 
hand writer was present in the second 
Court and the local reporters similarly 
declined to act for the same reason, with 


the result that the progress of business | 


was stopped for two hours until some one 
was sent down from London; and also 
that at the Assizes at Birmingham on 
Saturday last, after the trials of prisoners 


had proceeded some time, it was found | 


that no shorthand writer was present and 


the business had to be suspended; and | 
whether he will take such steps as will | 


result in the provisions of the Court of 
Criminal Appeal Act being carried out 
without justice being delayed. 


(.inswered by Mr. Hobhouse.) 


the appointment of official shorthand 
writers for the purposes of the Criminal 
Appeal Act rests with the Lord Chan- 
cellor and the Lord Chief Justice, and I 
am in communication with them on the 
subject. 


Appointment of Irish-born Customs 
Preventive Officers. 


Mr. McKEAN: To ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether, in connection 
with the Customs there are what are 
called preventive officers, whose appoint- 


ment is in the gift of the Treasury ; and | 


he will furnish a Return showing the 
number of persons of Irish birth who 
h.ve obtained such appointments within 
the past five years. 


My at- | 


tention has been called To these cases, but | 


(Questions. 302 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) Preven- 
tive men are nominated by the Patronage 
Secretary to the Treasury, but no in- 
quiry is made or record kept of the birth- 
place of persons so nominated, and the 
labour involved in procuring the in- 
formation would not be justified. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Territorial Army—Issue of Wagons and 
Harness to Supply Columns. 


Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War upon what grounds the Ordnance 
Department have refused to issue to 
transport and supply columns of the 
| Territorial Army the wagons and harness 
allotted to them by regulation, and which 
|are indispensable to the carrying out 
of their necessary duties during the 
training which is commencing next week. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
It has been decided to issue to units for 
instructional purposes one wagon and 
harness per transport company. The 
hon. Member must recollect that this 
equipment, together with that of other 
services, takes time to provide. 


Athletic Clubs—Facilities for Shooting. 

Me. T. F. RICHARDS (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether he is aware that there 
are many athletic clubs in Leicestershire 
the members of which have signified their 
intention to the commanding officers of 
| the Territorial Forces of their desire to 
| learn to shoot ; whether he is aware that 
the commanding officer,,Colonel Sarson, 
has informed this body through a repre- 
sentative deputation that he can give 
them no assistance unless they join the 
| Territorial Force, which these clubs de- 
cline to do, and claim that subsection of 
Clause 2 of the Territorial Reserve 
Forces Act gives power for such a re- 
quest as theirs being carried out; and 
whether he proposes to take any action in 
the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I have no knowledge of the particular 
| matters referred to in the Question, but 
| the statement of Colonel Sarson was 
| correct, as it is not in his power to grant 
| facilities for shooting to others than 

members of the Territorial Forces. As I 
i have already informed the House, there 
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are no funds at my disposal to enable me 
to assist rifle clubs, but it is just possible 
that we may be able to dosomething for 
them by supplying a certain amount of 
ammunition at reduced prices. I regret 
that members of the Leicester athletic 


(Questions. 


clubs do not at present appear to be | 


willing to undergo the training which 
would make their keenness to shoot of 


service to their country. It is possible | 


that in future some aid may be given to 
rifle clubs which can be shown to con- 
tribute to our defensive strength if funds 
become available, but I am unable to 
make a statement on this point at 
present. 


Working of Patents in Ireland. 
Mr. J. DEVLIN (Belfast, W.) : To ask 


the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 


whether, in view of the new Patent Law | 


(Amendment) Act, 1907, he would in- 
struct British consuls and agents abroad 
to bring under the notice of patent 
holders in the various countries the 
special advantages which Ireland offers 
for the working of such pateits. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) It would not be practicable for 
His Majesty’s Government to take such 


action as that proposed by the hon. | 


Member. A brief notice of the terms of 
the new Patents Act as affecting patent- 
holders abroad has already been sent to 
every holder of a British patent, whether 
in the United Kingdom or abroad, and 
has also been published in the Board of 
Trade Journal. 


Evicted Tenants--Case of Daniel Barry. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether the Estates Com- 
missioners have received an application 
for reinstatement from Daniel Barry, 
evicted tenant, of Knockduff, Meelin, 
County Cork, on the Hastings Twiss 
Estate, if so, whether they have taken 
any action in the matter; whether the 
holding is derelict and in charge of a care- 
taker under police protection; and 


whether, in view of all the circumstances | 


of the case, the Commissioners will take 
steps to acquire it with the object of 
reinstating the evicted tenant. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates | 


Commissioners recetved an application 


{COMMONS} 


(Juestions. 304 


from Daniel Barry for reinstatement in his 
| former holding. The landlord intimated 
| his willingness to accept for the holding 
| the price estimated by the Commissioners, 
| but Barry refused to sign an agreement 
to purchase at that price because of a 
right of way over the holding enjoyed by 
|a neighbouring tenant. As the Com- 
missioners failed to effect a settlement 
between the parties they do not intend to 
take any further action in the matter 
Moverover, the farm is now in the occupa- 
tion of a new tenant, though at the time 
of the negotiations referred to it was in 
charge of a caretaker under police pro- 
| tection, 


Restoration of George Crowley on the 
Beresford Estate. 

Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland what is the cause of 
the delay in restoring George Crowley, 
an evicted tenant onthe Beresford estate, 
Kilmacthomas Union, County Waterford, 
to his former holding, seeing that the 
landlord is selling his estate and seeing 
that Crowley’s farm is on the hands of the 


landlord. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The holding 
formerly occupied by Crowley is now 
worked by the landlord as a home farm 
in connection with his demesne, and the 
Estates Commissioners are of opinion 
that the holding cannot be acquired for 
the evicted tenant. The Commissioner: 
have offered Crowley another holding on 
the estate, and have intimated that they 
would be prepared to make him a grant of 
£200 to assist him in working it, but 
| Crowley has, through his solicitor, refused 
the offer. 


Restoration of the Murphy Family. 

Mr. POWER: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
what is the cause of the delay in 
restoring the lands of Shanaclune, 
Barron estate, Dunhill, County Water- 
ford, to the representatives of the 
Murphy family, seeing that there is no 
objection raised to the transaction by the 
| landlord, who is selling his property under 
| the provisions of the Land Act, 1903. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
{ Commissioners have now received their 
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inspector’s scheme for the distribution 
of the lands in question, and will consider 
the case of the Murphy family as soonas 
they are in a position to deal with the 
scheme. 


Belfast Royal Irish Constabulary. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8S.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he is aware that since the 
transfer of certain members of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary from Belfast it has 
transpired that many were wrongly 
punished ; and whether, having regard to 
all the facts, he will cause all unfavourable 
recordsto be withdrawn from those officers 
who deny the charges until a sworn in- 
quiry is held and they are given an op- 
portunity to prove their innocence, or 
otherwise. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) A year has 
now passed since the occurrence in Belfast 
in connection with which certain police- | 
men were transferred to other districts, | 
and the matter cannot now be reopened. 
The Inspector-General has no reason | 
whatever to believe that any of the men | 
whose transfers were finally decided | 
on have been wrongly punished. 





Police Transferred from Belfast. 

Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Chief Secre- | 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if | 
he can state the number of police officers | 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary who were | 
transferred from Belfast to counties after | 
the attempted police strike on 27th | 
July, 1907; the numberwho were reported | 
for attending the meeting at Musgrave | 
| 


Street Barracks on the same date; the | 
number of such officers who denied the | 
charge ; and by what authority were such 
officers punished by receiving unfavour- 
able records for offences denied by them, 
seeing that no Court of inquiry was held, 
and in view of the denial of facilities 
for proving their innocence. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Two head 
constables, four sergeants, and 228 con- 
stables were transferred from Belfast 
in connection with the occurrences of 
July, 1907. 224 constables were re- 
ported for disobedience of orders by 
attending the meeting at Musgrave 
Street Barracks, and of these 97 denied 
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thecharge. The Inspector-General found 
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the charge to be proved as fegards 208 
constables, and allowed the charges to 
drop in the remaining 16 cases. Courts 
of inquiry are not held as a matter of 
course in such cases, but only if the In- 
spector-General requires the assistance of 
such Courts to enable him to arrive at a 
decision. In these cases the evidence 
was clear, and the Inspector-General 
required no such assistance. Each case 
was dealt with separately, and the 
written statement of the accused was fully 
considered. It should be stated that, of 
the transfers referred to in the first part 
of this Answer, the two head constables, 
the four sergeants, and nine of the 
constables were not reported for dis- 
obedience of orders, but were subse- 
quently transferred in the interests of 
the service. 


Withholding of Salary of Teacher of 
Oatquarter National School. 

Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
if he can state why £2 17s. 6d., salary 
due to teacher of Oatquarter National 
School, Roll No. 14,532, for the quarter 
ending 31st March, 1907, has been 
withheld, seeing that a medical certifi- 
cate of illness was forwarded by the 
teacher to the National Board, and that 
a teacher is entitled to a month’s salary if 
ill, while the teacher in question was only 
absent seven days. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The amount 
in question was deducted from the salary 
of the teacher because he closed his 
school on certain days during the quarter 


| ending 3lst March, 1907, without notifica- 


tion to, or permission from, the manager 
of the school, who declined to certify the 
justice of the teacher’s claim for payment 
in respect of these days. 


Irish Teachers’ Salaries—Conditions of 
Increased Grants. 


Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary of the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether, in making a grant of £114,000 
for the increase of teachers’ salaries in 
National Schools, the Treasury have 
attached the condition that grants to 
all small schools having an attendance of 
less than fifteen shall be withdrawn, thus 
involving the closing of 225 schools, as 
vacancies occur in the teaching staff 
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whether the Commissioners of National 
Education have pointed out to the 
Treasury that a large number of small 
schools are an absolute necessity owing to 
the population being scattered over wide 
areas, and have twice refused to agree to 
this condition, and have only accepted it 
under compulsion ; whether this action 
of the Treasury is an invasion of the 
rights of the Commissioners to decide 
what schools should be supported by the 
State, and will involve the closing of all 
small Protestant schools in the South and 
West of Ireland, with the result that 
Protestant children will receive no 
State education except at schools under 
Roman Catholic management and carried 
on by nuns and members of the Roman 
Catholic orders, and against the will of 
Protestant parents ; and whether, in view 
of these facts, he will take steps to with- 


draw this condition attached to the 
grants. 
(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I see no 


necessity for entering into the subject 
of the Question, seeing that the original 
Supplementary Estimate has been with- 
drawn and that a revised Estimate is to 
be presented. I would ask the hon. 
Member to await the appearance of the 
revised Estimate. 


Transfer of Constable Hugh Martin 

from Belfast, 

Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that Constable Hugh 
Martin, who was transferred from Lisburn 
Road Barracks, Belfast, on 5th August, 
1907, on the ground that he attended 
an unauthorised meeting in Musgrave 
Street on 27th July, 1907, was on that 
date on the sick-list and unable to leave 
his home; and, in view of this fact and 
that Constable Martin has witnesses to 
prove his innocence, he vill cause a 
sworn inquiry to be held in this case. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The In- | 
spector-General, Royal Irish Constabu- 
lary informs me that he was completely 
satisfied, upon the testimony of senior | 
members of the force, that Constable 
Martin, was present at the unauthorised | 
meeting referred to. It is not intended | 


to reopen, by sworn inquiry or otherwise, | 
: : | 
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a case which was disposed of nearly a 
year ago. 


Relief of Distress in Belfast 

Mr. J. DEVLIN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether any portion of the grant- 
in-aid for relief works in distressed unions 
in Ireland will be available for works 
for the relief of those suffering from 
the present distress in Belfast; and 
whether any steps have been taken there 
for the formation of a relief committee, 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The grant 
was intended for the purpose only of 
aiding the relief operations under Section 
13 of the Local Government Act in 
districts in which, owing to low valuation, 
high rates, and the poverty of the rate- 
payers generally, the resources of the 
union were insufficient to provide for the 
prevailing distress. The section quoted 
has not been in operation in Belfast, 
and happily no question has arisen in 
that union as to the financial position 
of the ratepayers. 


Policeman and the Disturbances at 
ortadown. 


Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN (Kilkenny) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that a policeman took part in the 
doings ef a mob which paraded the 
streets of Portadown on the morning 
of the 13th instant, smashing windows 
and doors in the houses of Catholics ; 
and whether any notice will be taken of 
such conduct by the policeman’s superiors. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The police 
authorities inform me that full and 
searching inquiry has been made into 
this subject, and that not the slightest 


| foundation can be found for the allega- 


tion contained in the Question. More- 


|over, no complaint whatever has been 


made to the police authorities that any 
such conduct occurred on the part either 
of a constable or of a mob. 


Disturbances at Portadown. 


Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN: To ask 


the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 


tenant of Ireland whether he can state 
why it is that Orange processions and 
mobs are allowed by the police to march 








308 


thief 

of 
ant- 
ions 
orks 
rom 
and 
here 


e 


rant 

of 
tion 

in 
“ion, 
‘ate- 
the 
the 
oted 
fast, 
1 in 
tion 


Ly): 
ord- 
» 18 
the 
the 
ning 
lows 
ics 


Nh of 


LOrs. 


ylice 
and 
into 
itest 
eva- 
ore- 
een 
any 
ther 


ask 
jeu- 
tate 
and 


arch 








309 Questions. 


through the Catholic portions of Porta- 
down, when there are other ways by 
which they could proceed to their destina- 
tion; and whether, in the interests of 
the peace of the town, he will direct 
that they shall not be allowed to proceed 
through such quarters in future. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The direct 
route for Orange processions entering 
Portadown from the northern portion 
of County Armagh runs through Obin 
Street, prt of which is a Catholic quarter. 
There are two other routes by which 
such processions could enter Portadown, 
but these routes are civeuitous and in- 
convenient. I am informed by the police 
that the Orange processions have for 
generations used the direct route, and 
it is not considered desirable to interfere 
with the practice. The police take full 
precautions for the p ‘eservation of the 
peace on such occasions. 


Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that on the morning of the 13th instant 
a band of persons paraded the streets 
of Portadown, cursing the Pope and 
smashing the windows in a number of 
Catholic houses; whether the police 
made any attempt to interfere with these 
rowdies; whether an attack was also 
made on a Catholic house in Marley 
Street, and the door burst in; whether 
any arrests have been made in connection 
with these occurrences; and whether 
any steps will be taken to prevent them 
in future. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The police 
authorities inform me that the streets of 
Portadown were continually patrolled 
by the police from 9 p.m. on 12th to 
4 a.m. on 13th July, and that no such 
conduct as is described in the Ques‘ion 
came under the notice of the police or 
could have occurred without their know- 
ledge, and no complaints were made to 
them. Special police precautions were 
taken for the preservation of the peace in 
Portadown during the July anniversaries, 
with, I am informed, entirely satisfactory 
results. 


Cuiltybo National School. 
Mr. CONOR O’KELLY (Mayo, N.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
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Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware 
that the National School at Cuiltybo, 
Claremorris, County Mayo, has been 
repeatedly condemned by school in- 
spectors in their reports to the Commis- 
sioners of National Education as a 
dilapidated structure, inconveniently 
situated, in very bad repair, not worth 
repairing, in danger at any time of falling 
in over the children’s heads, and un- 
deserving of the Board’s grants ; whether 
any action has been taken by the Com- 
missioners of National Education on 
these reports, and, if so, what; and 
whether, in view of the repeatedly ex - 
pressed wishes of the parents of the dis- 
trict for a new school, he will draw the 
attention of the Commissioners to the 
matter without delay. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education have 
sanctioned a grant towards the erection 
of a new schoolhouse in place of the 
existing building, and the manager will 
be furnished with the necessary plans 
and specifications. 


Recognition of Colonial Services. 

Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing): To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, whether, having regard to 
the political and commercial develop- 
ments of the greater Colonies, which have 
outgrown limitations regarded as com- 
mensurate when constituted, as well as to 
the importance of extending appropriate 
recognition to men who ave performing 
valuable and important services at the 


outposts of the Empire, whether in com- 


merce or in the services, subjects may be 
permitted to make their appeals for the 
recognition through the Premiers of 
provincial Parliaments, to avoid the 
present circumlocution and the delay 
not infrequently occasioned, which now 
not infrequently amounts to injustice. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) The hon. 
Member will probably agree with me in 
thinking that recognition of serv.ces 
rendered to His Majesty the King in any 
part of His Majesty’s dominions should 
rather be spontaneously recommended 
by others than solicited by those who 
hive rendered the services. In the 
self-governing dominions the Premiers 
make their views on such subjects known 
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to the Governors, who are the King’s | 
representatives, and who forward them | 
with an expression of their own opinions, | 
and with their own recommendations, | 
to the Secretary of State. It would, in | 
the opinion of the present Secretary of | 
State, be most undesirable to make a | 
change in this practice, and it is not | 
admitted that it has been the cause of 
unreasonable delay. 


Railway Employees. 
Mr. STEADMAN (Finsbury, Central) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade if he can state the number of men | 
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(Answered by Mr, Sydney Buzton.) The 


towns quoted have not yet formed the 
subject of investigations by the Board of 
Trade ; they are provisionally classed by 
analogy of other towns. ’ 


Increased Pay for Irish Rural Letter 
Carriers 


| Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.): 


|To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
| it is proposed to give Irish rural letter- 
| Carriers any increase in pay; whether 
| he is aware that some of these carriers 
| work for wages as low as 4s. 6d. a week, 


9s. 6d. being the maximum for a man; 





yom * gyro geo — 'and whether he will consider the ad- 
€ ,] ( re c c < “J . “y. . . 

departmen -,ramway undertakings | visability of revising these rates of pay, 
in the United Kingdom. | 7 : 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) I _— (Answered by Mr. Sydney Buczton.) 
that E have no Retares which enable mo |. Stueemm the hon. Member is referring 
to give this information. | to rural auxiliaries employed for a few 

| hours a day. These auxiliaries are paid 
P , |at varying hourly rates, and there is 
Penehgn Taaee of China. no fixed nese of 9s, 6d. a week, 

Kart or RONALDSHAY (Middlesex, | The pay of auxiliaries is being revised. 
Hornsey): To ask the President of the 
Board of Trade, if he can give the value 
of the foreign trade of China for the year 
1907. 


Commissions for Private Students at 
Keyham. 


Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : To ask 


‘Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The fol- | the First Lord of the Admiralty whether 
lowing particulars give the information | twenty-four private students were en- 
desired by the noble Lord :— | tered into Keyham in 1904 on the same 

7 : — . | terms as engineering cadets and under 
Value cf the Foreign Trade of China in| the game Regulations as to discipline, 
1907, £ | uniform, pay, and leave; and whether, 

Imports (total) - - - 69,724,000 | having regard to the good results obtained 
Exports : | by some of these students, the Board of 
Of Chinese produce - 42,962,000 Admiralty will offer the most proficient 

Of Foreign produce - 2,059,000 | the boon they desire of commissions in the 
——_———— | engineer branch of the Royal Navy. | 

Grand total £114,745,000 | ; 





(Answered by Mr McKenna.) Twenty- 
The above particulars relate to trade | five private students entered Keyham in 
which is under the control of the Chinese | 1904. They came in on the understanding 
Imperial Maritime Customs, and exclude | that they would be eligible for any un- 
a small amount of trade, carried on | expected vacancies that might oceur for 
wholly by native vessels, with respect to | Commissions as engineer officers in the 
which no information is available. | Royal Navy. There has only been one 
vacancy, and this has been offered to the 


Cost of Living in Scotch Towns | student who came out first on the list. 


Mr. ERSKINE (Perthshire, W.): To . 
ask the Postmaster-General, whether he | Line and Trawl-Caught Fish. 
is able to state the cost of living index| Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
number for the following towns:—|ask the Secretary for Scotland if he 
Aberfeldy, Auchterarder, Crieff, Dunblane | will state the quantity of line-caught fish 
and Pitlochry, ; and trawl-caught fish, respectively, landed 
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in Scotland for each year during the 
the last ten years, distinguishing line- 
caught fish secured by steam liners from 
line-caught fish secured by sailing boats. 
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(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) The fol- 
lowing table shows the quantities of line- 
caught fish and trawl-caught fish landed 
in Scotland during the last ten years. 





| 
| 
} 
} 


Line-caught Fish. 


Trawl-caught Fish. 





} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Cwts. Cwts. 
Oe ge a 1,050,000 783,000 
Ne es oe 939,000 | 983,000 
900 - - - 757,000 | 1,077,000 
"ae oie 696,000 1,328,000 
ier G a He. 4 608,700 1,467,000 
1903 - - - . - | 602,600 1,566,000 
a | 753,700 1,705,600 
is ke ee ae cel 735,654 | 1,745,431 
OE cate ok te al 688,057 1,870,517 
wr - - ee | 614,869 2,079,701 





The catches of steam liners and sailing 
to 1906. 
sail liners. 


Migration of Lewis Cottars. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary 
for Scotland if he will state whether 
the landward committee of the Storno- 
way Parish Council have yet furnished 
information in regard to Lewis cottars 
who are willing to migrate; and, seeing 
that it is six months since a list of up- 
wards of 120 cottars was sent to the 
Scottish Office, will he state the cause 
of the delay in obtaining information 
respecting their qualifications. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) The 
Answer is in the negative. No action 
can be taken by the Congested Districts 
Joard until the landward committee 
have furnished the information which 
they are endeavouring to obtain. 


Construction of Boat Shelter and Sea 
Wall at Skigersta. 


Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary 
for Scotland whether the Congested 


liners were not recorded separately previous 


In 1906, 180,119 ewts. were landed by steam liners and 507,938 ewts. by 
In 1907 the figures were 177,328 cwts. and 437,541 ewts., respectively. 


Districts Board have yet considered 
the Resolution passed by the people of 
Ness, Stornoway, Island of Lewis, early 
in the year, pressing for the construction 
of a boat shelter and sea wall at Skigersta, 
such as will enable the people to prose- 
cute the deep-sea line-fishing by means 
of the larger-sized decked boats; and 
will he state whether the Board propose 
to provide a grant in aid of the work. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) I do 
not think this is a practicable proposal, 
but it is one part only of the large and 
difficult problem of the condition of 
the Lewis which is now before me, and 
I am not at present prepared to make 
any statement. 


Lemstrom Electrification System and 
Cultivation of Wheat. oe 


Mr. J. DEVLIN: To ask the Vice- 
President of the Department of Agri- 
culture (Ireland) whether his attention 
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has been called to the success of the ex- 
periments made in this country in in- 
creasing the yield of wheat by means 
of the Lemstrom electrification system ; 
and whether he has considered the ad- 
visability of having the experiment 
tried in Ireland. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. T. W.. Russell.) 
The attention of the Department has 
been called to these experiments, and 
the matter is being inquired into, 


Notification of Tuberculosis. 

Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, W.) : 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board in how many cases Parlia- 
mentary powers have been given to local 
authorities in England and Wales en- 
abling them to require the notification of 
tuberculosis by medical men under 
penalty ; whether such powers have been 
given in respect of tuberculosis of the 


lung only, or in respect of any form of | 
| proportion of cases the enterprise of 


tuberculosis ; whether such powers have 
been given in any cases for more than a 
limited period of time ; in how many case 
have voluntary systems of notification of 
tuberculosis been adopted ; and whether 
the results obtained under a voluntary 
system have compared favourably with 
those obtained under a compulsory 
system. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) Parlia- 
mentary powers have been given in two 
such cases, viz., Sheffield and Bolton. In 
both cases the powers have been given in 
respect of tuberculosis of the lung only, 
and for a limited period. I am aware of 
about 150 in which voluntary 
systems of notification of tuberculosis 
have been adopted or tried in England 
and Wales, and there may possibly be 
others. It cannot, I think, be expected 
that under ordinary circumstances a 
voluntary system of notification will 
secure as early or complete notification 
of cases as will a compulsory system, and 
the preponderant experience in England 
and Wales appears to confirm this ex- 
pectation. 


cases 


London Customs House Accommodation. 
Mr. SEARS (Cheltenham) : To ask the 
Works 


First Commissioner of whether 


{COMMONS} 








Questoons. 314 


any provision has been made for provid- 
ing additional accommodation at the 
Customs House in London; and, if so, 
what amount is to be expended and what 
progress has been made with the work. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) No pro- 
vision has been made in this year’s Ksti- 
mates for additional accommodation, 
No Estimate can be given of the cost of 
work at the Custom House, as the re- 
quirements are not yet known. 


Emigration of British Subjects to 
Canada and United States. 

Mr. KING (Cheshire, Knutsford): 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board if he can state how many 
British-born subjects have emigrated 
from these islands to Canada and the 
United States, respectively, during each 


| of the last ten years and during the first 


six months of this year; whether he 
has any information to show in what 


these emigrants has been rewarded by 
successful settlement in the land of their 
adoption, or in what proportion they 
have returned home within twelve months 
of the date of their departure ; and can 
he further say to what extent their 
places in the congested areas of this 
country have been filled up by immi- 
grants of foreign nationality. 


Churchill.) The 
gives particulars 
British and Irish 


(Answered by Mr. 
following statement 
of the movement of 


passengers from the United Kingdom 
to Canada and the United States of 
America, and from Canada and_ the 


United States of America to the United 
Kingdom, during each of the years 


1898-1907, and during the first five 
months of the present year. Particulars 
of the passenger movement for June 


are not yet compiled. The figures include 
a number of ordinary passengers as well 
as prospective settlers. There is no 
information as to the length of time 
during which passengers returning to 
this country remained in Canada and 
the United States of America, nor 
the of 


who had settled in congested areas of 


as 


to number alien immigrants 


this country. 


i EEO 





318 





















































CHP OF Igc‘ce =|: 966°T8 1e9'Te 1896 POL FT L98°CE 199'0F == R061 ‘ARN ISTE 
Surpuo syquow oA 
| | | | 
“ 69F LIZ ITO‘POT | ORF ‘TZE Go‘ IT 169°€¢ 9G ‘IE F666 =| )«(OZE'OL FOTOLI > : ; - LOGI 
3 FOZLLT cLECR =| «9L9'6GS «| «= S9C‘T6 9668S 6G8'FILT | Tt6°ES ILE‘EG LIS‘FFI F F - 9061 
= 
> far at ‘ = a ate rtp | IEteo men 2 af t-- 2 ’ 
00G €al LOE IR | LO 0G £0¢ 69 PEO 61 | LEPes | 16609 Ele 19 OLE GEL | , ; - GO6T 
| | | 
j 
FLO'BIL | GEORG | VETTE | te969 | cc9'6) cHe9OFT [> = * HOGI 
| | | 
~ Scc'tIr | s4c0%L | ate’est | 998°Ct 9RL‘eT | ecg'6e | | TLZ‘g¢ e99'ec1 | - £061 
2) | | 
SB 214899 | FSO =| = TL6FET OfL ‘FI £9¢TI £66'9% | LI9TE =| =TS8'9¢ R6F801 f° - 2061 
| | } 
> ‘paar ‘ ‘ | ‘ er , 
3 = F00'ES 8r6'99 | -GG6GIT | «Tek 9£9'8 LEhCL «=| €88'Gh | GIES G6IVOI fF - - 1061 
| / 
> | | 
<9 IgZ‘ce | 6CF'G | ope‘tet | 08s OF9'OI CEES | BL6°LF | GIFS LOLGOT - 0061 | 
. | | G 
“= | | | & 
bo8"OF | 8£0'S9 =| Z6x‘S0I | C1O'R G66'8 o1r‘or =| Ges'se =| epee | cere - - - - 668t & 
| | wn 
ZI9‘LE cec‘09 =| FET‘SG OF‘) POLS OrNLT =| 99267 | = 8zL‘OS r6F‘OR - - - $681 & 
tical a i = ia | del = 
FS “‘PIBMINO “nites | saemeaaat | paeAINo . —_ ; “plus “DIR ‘piv f= 
3 aouRlUg | os | iets dacs aouRley es a | OUR] e | ———— - eee o 
S LOU ean ahiie — ‘mines te = 
YON YSU pur sorRig parNg Trey, | RWOLIOULY YON YStptag] SOTBIg Poy 3 
~ 
a > 2 c y ” 
2061 ‘ARTY ISTE SuIpUS syyuou OAV Of} SULINP PUY JOGT OF SGX Sivad ey. Jo Yove ul ‘{joatqoodsou ‘S0qvqIg polly 94a pur voLIoUly aan 
seat YWon qshiug wmol1y IO 104 wops yf peu sy Oya ul PoOALLp 10 10] wyy Ss, DUASSE, J ys ag | pue Ysiqlig JO TOq UN ey Surmoys VUEUIBIBIG a 
3 
eA aemeomnoneeentescesvs 2's 
“2 “Sb Ueeag SRS EH SA s-2-B-s SEGECEEPeCS ek ese asge eee © 
- . + oe 6-3 23S asaeserses costs rr sss Ss Sea SS KFS SHS FEE 8. Sy SB 





319 


Sunday Hotel Licences in Scotland. 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N:W.): To ask Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer whether he can state the | 
number of six-day hotel licences at 
present existing in Scotland ; and, if not, 
whether he will procure information as to 
this. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
number of hotel licences issued in 
Scotland by the Excise for the year 
ending 31st March, 1908, under the pro- 
visions of Section 43 (4) of the Act 43 
and 44 Vict., was 375. But the number 
of such Excise licences which have been 
granted upon a justice’s or magistrate’s 
certificate for six days is not distinguished 
in the statistics now available. 


Old-Age Pensions in Rural Districts. 

Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow): To 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer with 
reference to the Estimate of 194,000 
persons in the rural districts of the 
United Kingdom who will receive old- 
age pensions on the Pensions Bill becom- 
ing operative, what is the estimated total 
number of such rural pensioners in 
England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, 
respectively ; what is the estimated per- 
centage of such rural pensioners in each 
country to the total rural and urban 
population of it; and what is the esti- 
mated total number of persons in each 
country who, when the Pensions Bill 
hecomes operative, will be seventy years 
of age but not entitled to the benefits of 
the measure. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) I 
am afraid that the Estimate of 194,000, | 
which, as I informed the hon. Member 
on the 17th instant, is approximate 
only, does not admit of analysis in the 
manner desired with any degree of 
accuracy. 


Irish Unemployment Grant. 

Mr. J. DEVLIN: To ask Mr. Chan- | 
cellor of the Exchequer whether he can | 
state what portion of the £200,000 re- | 
quired under the Unemployed Workmen | 
Act, 1905, will be allocated to Ireland, | 
and how much of it will be available | 


for Belfast. | 


| 
(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) It is | 
impossible to answer the hon. Member’s | 
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|inquiry until applications have been 


received from the Local Government 
Boards of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, and the circumstances of each case 
fully considered. 


Earned Incomes. 

Mr. W. F. D. SMITH (Strand, West- 
minster): To ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether, if it can be shown 
that an individual owns all the ordinary 
shares in a limited company and gives 
the whole of his time to the manage- 
ment and business of that company, 
and is dependent for the whole of his 
income upon the dividends paid by the 
business, he can claim a reduction upon 
earned income under the Act of 1907. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) Only 
so much of the profits of a limited com- 
pany as the articles of association pro- 
vide as remuneration for services to the 
company, and as are actually so paid 
according to the accounts, can be re- 
garded as earned income within Section 
19 of the Finance Act, 1907. 


Inland Revenue Returns. 

Mr. SEARS: To ask Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer whether his attention 
has been drawn to the number of returns 
and accounts required annually at 
different periods from collectors of Inland 
Revenue; is he aware that sixty-eight 
collectors made from 150,000 to 200,000 
such annual contributions. and that of 
these upwards of 35,000 go to the Accoun- 
tant and Comptroller-General’s Depart- 
ment in Somerset House; and will he 
cause inquiry to be made as to the useful- 
ness of such returns, with a view to 
prevent unnecessary expenditure of offi- 
cial time and stationerv. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) I 
will cause inquiry to be made. 


Administration of Old-Age Pensions 

cheme. 

Mr. SEARS: To ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in view of the state- 
ment that the new Customs and Excise 
Department would deal with goods only, 
whether it is intended to restrict certain 
offices to old-age pension work exclu- 
sively; will he state the agency to be 
employed in collecting intoxicating 
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liquors and other licences; and will Conscomnt Sengety Slipway—Arbitra tion 


he say by what means it is intended to 
distinguish the pension officer, who is 
to be a Treasury official, from the 
licensing officer, who is to hold his com- 
mission from the Board of Inland 
Revenue or Customs. 


Mr. SEARS: To ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer whether he is aware 
that, in restricting Customs officers 
under the amalgamation to dealing with 
goods only without regard to licences, 
there will be a number of breweries, 
certain warehouses, and some distilleries 
in remote places where it has been found 
impossible to profitably employ the 
officers’ time without the inclusion of 
considerable licensing work; and, as 
the amalgamation will considerably dis- 
turb an arrangement that has worked 
satisfactorily and economically, will he 
state how it is proposed to deal with 
this matter so as to avoid employing 
officers for part time only, and unneces- 
sarily duplicating such officers in certain 
districts. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) Until 
the amalgamation has actually taken 
place it would be premature to forecast 
the details of the arrange- 
ments. The old-age pension officer will, 
as a rule, have revenue duties also. 


necessary 


ward. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether, through the unautho- 
rised action of local officials at Graves- 
end, the contractors for the new torpedo 
slipway have been awarded by arbitra- 
tion £3,076, instead of the £1,135 for 
which they contracted to do the work ; 
who was the local official responsible ; 
and how has his case been dealt with. 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I must refer my hon. friend to the evi- 
dence taken before the Public Accounts 
Committee, which will shortly be in the 
hands of hon. Members. 


Cost of British South African Garrison. 

Mr. BRODIE (Surrey, Reigate): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War what 
is the cost per head of, taking all rank 
together, but taking each arm of the 
service separately, maintaining © the 
British garrisons in the Transvaal Orange 
River Colony, Natal, and Cape Colony 
respectively ; what number of military 
stations are there at present in each of 
these Colonies ; and what is the number 


| of troops of each arm at each of them. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The average effective cost per head (all 
ranks) of the principal arms in each 
Colony is as follows :— 





{ | 








| 
Cape. Natal. | Sine Gla Transvaal. 
| |— | 
£ s: d. £ os. d. | oC a £ sd. 
Cavalry - - - 109 2 9} - - 310; 109 8 2 
Horse Artillery (on higher | | | 
establishment) - - - | — — | — 119 17 $8 
| | | 
Field Artillery (on lower | | | 
establishment) - - -[ 1. & 3 — | 116 4 Lil 2.6 
Engineers (field units) - -| — a | 104 4 5/104 9 5 
| 
Infantry . - - -| 74 6&6 3| 7317 4| 74 4 8] 74 410 
| } 





These figures include the cost of 


horses, but not the cost of staff, schoois of 


instruction, sea transport, carriage of stores, labour establishments, and other 
items which cannot be appropriated to the several regimental units. 


L 2 
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The stations and distribution of the troops at present are as follows :— 
South Africa. 
Establishments (all ranks). 
Depart- 
Cavalry. RH.A.R,F.A. R.G.A. R. E. Infantry. “~~ 
Transvaal : 
Pretoria - - 594 360 - — 211 2,451 — 
Potchefstroom - -| 1,186 _ 136 — | 142 ~- 
Standerton : — — 132 ss — 1,042 
Orange River Colony : 
Bloemfontein - - 593 — 269 — 142 2,458 
Harrismith - - — — 132 — — 1,267 — 
Cape Colony: 
Cape Town - — — — 114 _ ae 
Middelburg 593 _— 132 — _ 817 
Simonstown” - — _ _- 113 127 _ 
Wynberg . - -— — — _ _ S17 sac 
Natal : 
Pietermaritzburg - -— — — ial _ 817 a 
Departmental Corps, &e. 
(no separate establish- 
ment for each station) - _ —_ a= — 147 — 1,421 
2,966 360 801 227 769 9,669 1,421 


16,213 





Transfer of Officers to the Essex 
Regiment. 

sir CARNE RASCH (Essex, Chelms- 
ford): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War if he can explain why Captain 
Clutterbuck and Captain Pepys were 
transferred to the Essex Regiment, now 
serving in Burmah, Captain Pepys having 


less service than four captains and nine | 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
In consequence of the reduction of the 
battalion of the West India Regiment 
and Royal Warwickshire Regiment, to 
which these officers respectively belonged 
they became supernumerary, and their 
transfer was imperative. There were 
about 200 officers similarly situated. 
and the Army Council decided that 


subalterns now serving in the regiment. | when transferred the officers of all the 
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reduced regiments should get the benefit | 
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H.MS. “ Gladiator.” 


of their seniority, and that these super-| *CAPTAIN FABER (Hampshire, An- 
numeraries should be distributed as| dover): I beg to ask the First Lord of 


equally as possible throughout the in- | 
fantry of the Army. Every considera- | 
tion was given to the comparative age | 
and service of officers transferred with | 
that of the officers over whose heads 
they went in their new regiment, but it | 
was manifestly impossible in many 
instances to prevent the supersession of 
officers older and of longer service. 


Straffan Stud Farms and Military 
Maneuvres. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : | 
To ask the Secretary of State for War | 
whether, in direct opposition to the 
owners of the Straffan Station Stud 
Farms, important Army manoeuvres are 
to be held on this estate; and, if so 
whether the Government are prepared 
to meet claims for any losses which may 
from these manceuvres to the 
blood stock on these farms. 


arise 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The hon. Member appears to have been 
misinformed. The Military Manceuvres 
Act is not in force for any manceuvres 
held in Ireland this year, and conse- 
quently it is impossible to manceuvre 
over any land in that country without 
the consent of the owner or occupier. 


WUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE, 


Portsmouth Gun Wharf Fire. 

Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) : I beg to ask the First Lord of 
the Admiralty whether a fire occurred at 
the Gun Wharf, Portsmouth, on the 2nd 
January, 1907, causing damage to the 
extent of a quarter of a million sterling, 
the camp equipment of an Army Corps 
being destroyed; and whether the 
building was owned by the Admiralty. 


THE FIRST LORD or THE ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. McKenna, Monmouthshire, 
N.): In regard to the first part of the Ques- 
tion, [must refer the hon. Member tomy 
right hon. friend the Secretary of State 
for War. The Answer to the latter 
part of the Question is in the negative. 


the Admiralty whether he will state 
what reasons exist for not using the two 
steel cylinders or camels which were 
made to raise the “Montagu” for the 
purpose of raising the “Gladiator” ; and 
what the price was of these camels, and 


| where they are now. 


Mr. McKENNA: There were no 
cylindrical camels used. Seven of the 


‘rectangular camels constructed for the 
|“ Montagu” salvage operations are still 


in existence, having been turned over 
to the Works Department at Devonport 
for use at Oreston Quarries, These 
camels are quite unsuitable for the first 
operations in the salvage of H.MLS. 
* Gladiator” and will probably not be 
suitable for use in the subsequent 
operations, as the conditions are different 
from those which existed in the case of 
H.M.S. “ Montagu.” 


London Engineer Offices. 

Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State ans 
War whether he will sanction pay and 
separation allowances, according to their 
former rank in the Volunteers, to those 
non-commissioned officers in the London 
Engineers who have transferred their 
services from the Volunteers to the Terri- 
torial Army and have been reduced in 
rank, 


Tae FINANCIAL SECRETARY vo 
THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Actanp, York- 
shire, Richmond): Itis not clear to what 
unit the hon. Baronet is referring. 
Under paragraph 79, Part L., Army Order, 
18th March, 1908, every non-commis- 
sioned officer in a transferred unit is 
entitled to retain his rank in his own unit, 
and while he retains his rank he receives 
the pay of that rank. If the hon. Baronet 
will give specific instances I will have 
inquiry made. 


Australasian Dissatisfaction with Suez 
Canal Dues. 

Mr. MOLTENO (Dumfriesshire): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he is aware of 
the dissatisfaction of the Colonies of 
Zealand with the 


Australia and New 
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charges levied by the Suez Canal Com- 
pany on shipping passing between those 
Colonies and the Mother Country ; 
whether representations have been made 
by the Governor-General of the Common- 
wealth to the effect that steamships 
trading between Australia and Great 
Britain are deterred from taking the 
shorter route by reason of the heavy 
charges levied by the Suez Canal 


authorities and are compelled to take | 


the longer route round South Africa, 
involving several days extra steaming; 
whether the Governor-General has sug- 
gested, in view of the dividend of 28 per 
cent. paid on the Suez Canal shares, a 
substantial reduction in existing rates 
and asked, on behalf of Australia as well 


as of all other British Possessions lying | 


to the East of Egypt, that the influence 
of the British Government should be used 
to secure concessions which would have a 
material effect on inter-Empire trade and 
upon the volume of traffic which will pass 
through the canal; whether these repre- 
sentations were strongly reinforced by 
the Premiers of Australia and 


and whether they ar2 being taken into 
consideration by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, together with those to the same 
effect from British shipowners. 


THE UNDER - SECRETARY 
STATE For THE COLONIES (Colonel 


SEELY, Liverpool, Abercromby): The | 


facts are generally as stated in the 
Question. The matter is being considered 
by His Majesty’s Government and will 
not be overlooked. 


Transvaal Compensation Fund. 
Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newcastle-under- 


Lyme): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary | 


of State for the Colonies whether his 
attention has been called to the loss of 
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New | 
Zealand at the recent Colonial Conference ; | 


OF | 
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of the Public Accounts Committee just 
laid. It is quite a mistake to suppose 
that any loss of public money occurred 
or that any additional charge was thrown 
upon the Exchequer through the action 
of the Colonial Office, for whatever may 
have been the merits of the question 
whether administrative expenses could 
properly be charged to the fund, the 
| Colonial Government had unquestionably 
full power to spend the money in in- 
creasing the compensation paid to 
protected burghers. I would refer my 
hon. friend as regards this compensation 
fund to the Report of the Central Judicial 
| Committee printed in Cd. 3028. I must 
| deny that there was improper delay in 
|the matter on the part of the Colonial 
Office. The money has since been re- 
voted by Parliament. 


(Questions. 


Native Labourers’ Wages in the 
Transvaal. 

Mr. STAVELEY-HILL (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford) : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he will state the minimum 
salary per adult for each utilised working 
| day in respect of native labourers for 
|the Transvaal recruited in Portuguese 
| East Africa. 
| 


CoLonEL SEELY: The average 
monthly wage earned by natives and 
Cape boys according to the last Annual 
Report of the Government Mining 
Engineer was 52s. 3d., but I have no 
further information. 


Native Labour Pass Regulations. 
Mr. STAVELEY-HILL: I beg to ask 
| the Under-Secretary of State for the 
| Colonies whether he will lay upon the 
Table the pass regulations in force in the 
Transvaal mines in connection with the 
/ employment of native labourers recruited 
from Portuguese East Africa and 
elsewhere. 


£41,420 7s. 11d. entailed on the Ex- 
chequer through the failure of the | 


Colonial Office to reply to the High Com- 


missioner of South Africa as to the 
allocation of the charge for the administra- 
tion of the compensation fund between 
Great Britain and the Transvaal ; 
whether the responsibility for this loss 
has been brought home to any particular 
official ; and what action has been taken 
in the matter. 


COLONEL SEELY: The reference is, I 
presume, to Section 1 0of the Second Report 


CoLoNEL SEELY: No, Sir. I do not 
think that the expense of reprinting 
would be justified. The regulations in 
| question were issued in 1908,with various 
| later modifications, and are made under 
| the authority of the Proclamation No. 
| 37 of 1901, printed in Cd. 904, and an 
| Ordinance of 1903. 


| 

| Mr. STAVELEY-HILL: Will 
hon. Gentleman put a copy in 

| Library # 
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CoLONEL SEELY: That wouldinvolve ; Government more in accord with its 
reprinting, and I think it hardly reason- | actual holding of shares, and also more 
able to insist on that. But if the hon.|in accord with the proportion of dues 
Gentleman and any of his friends will | paid by British shipping. 
call at the Colonial Office they can get 
what information they require. | THe SECRETARY or STATE For 

|FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
Portuguese Native Labourers. | GREY, Northumberland, Berwick) : The 

Mr. STAVELEY-HILL: I beg to| Answer to the first part of the Question 
ask the Under-Secretary for the Colonies | is in the affirmative. Any alteration in 
what is the opportunity which the | the existing system of voting would 
curator has of influencing natives from | involve an amendment of the Statutes of 
Portuguese East Africa to return to| the company, which cannot be effected 
Portuguese territory when their period of | without the consent of two-thirds of the 
contract for the Transvaal mines has | shareholders, and I cannot say that an 
ended; and whether the Transvaal | alteration would be feasible. 
Government have any intention of intro- 
ducing legislation to secure the effective-; Suez Canal Dues—British Shipowners’ 
ness of this contractual obligation. | Dissatisfaction. 

Mr. MOLTENO: I beg to ask the 

CoLONEL SEELY : The curator’s action | Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
is only advisory. I am not aware of any whether he is aware of the dissatisfaction 
intended legislation by the Transvaal. “ | which exists among British shipowners in 

, regard to the dues charged by the Suez 

sin GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend): | Canal Company ; whether he is aware 
But are not the mineowners bound by | that an agreement was made in 1883 
contract to see that the natives return at | between M. Charles de Lesseps and the 
the end of their contract, and are not the | representatives of English shipowners, 
Government in honour bound to see that | which provided that the dividend might 
the contract is carried out / rise from 17 per cent. until it reached 25 
per cent., after which the surplus profits 

CoLoNneL SEELY: I do not think that | Were to be used in reduction of the dues 
that isan accurate description of the state | until they reached five franes per ton; 
ofatfairs. In point of fact am told thata Whether this agreement was duly signed 
great many of the natives do not return. | by the parties and subsequently ratified 

at a shareholders’ meeting of the Suez 

Sir GILBERT PARKER: But is it | Canal Company in Paris ; whether the 
not provided for in the contract, and are | canal company have refused to carry 
the Government and the mineowners to | out the agreement, though the dividend 
be a‘lowed to evade their responsibility? , rose to 26 per cent. in 1904, and has Leen 

"| 28 per cent. since 1906 ; and whether he 

CoLtoneL SEELY : If there is such a| can see his way to using the influence of 
clause it is not enforced. the British Government to assist in 
securing the observance of that agreement. 


British Government Shares in the Suez 
Canal Company. | Sm EDWARD GREY: I am aware of 
Mr. MOLTENO (Dumfriesshire): I| some dissatisfaction among owners ot 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for! cargo vessels and of the agreement 
Foreign Affairs whether he is aware that, | between Monsieur Charles de Lesseps 
although the British Government pos-| and the members of the association of 
sesses a number of shares approaching | steamship owners trading to the East as 
one-half of the existing shares of the | well as of its submission to the share- 
Suez Canal Company, its voting power | holders. The agreement was, however, 
is only equal to that possessed by holders | subsequentlymodified by the successors of 
of 250 shares ; and whether, in view of | the original parties to it, and it is not in 
this fact and of the fact that the dues on | the power of the British Government to 
British shipping amount to nearly three- | have it altered. 
quarters of all the dues received by the 
Suez Canal Company, he can see his way Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool): 





to secure a representation for the British | Is it not the fact that these dues are an 
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advantage to this country, which holds a 
large number of shares ! 


Yr EDWARD GREY : 
get the benefit. 


Of course we 


Russian Loan in Great Britain. 
Mr. LYNCH (Yorkshire, W.R., Ripon): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether it has come to 
his knowledge that the Russian Govern- 
ment contemplate issuing a loan in Great 
Britain 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I have no 
information to the effect suggested by 
the hon. Member. 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) 
asked whether this was a matter in 
which the Government could interfere, if 
people were willing to lend their money ! 


Si EDWARD GREY: Of course, 
borrowing in the open market is no affair 
of ours. I presume the Question was put 
to ascertain tacts. 


Turco-Persian Frontier Negotiations. 


Mr. LYNCH: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
he can state the present position of the 
negotiations for the delimitation of the 
Turco-Persian frontier ; and whether the 
Turkish troops have been withdrawn from 
Passovah. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The frontier 
negotiations appear to be very much ii 
stutu quo ante; I have no definite informa- 
tion as to the situation at Passovah at 
the present time, but on June 23rd the 
Grand Vizier promised the British and 
Russian representatives at Constanti- 
nople that orders should at once be sent 
for the withdrawal of any troops that 
might have advanced beyond the 
“neutral” zone, and this would include 
Passovah if occupied by Ottoman troops. 


In reply to a further Question by Mr. 
LyNcu— 


Sirk EDWARD GREY said we had a 
consul in the neighbourhood from whom 
information was obtained. 
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Khedivial oes of Agriculture 


Mr. J. M. ROBE R TSON (North- 
umberland, Tyneside): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs how 
many pupils now attend the Khedivial 
School of Agriculture at Cairo, and what 
are their nationalities ; whether any and 
what amount of instruction is now given 
in the Arabic language ; and what is the 
annual cost of the upkeep of the school. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The © in- 
formation asked for, down to as late 
as last December, is given in pages 
40 and 41 of Sir Eldon Gorst’s 
Annual Report. I will make inquiry 
as to the rest of the Question. 


Mortgage Bank in Egypt. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the Egyptian Govern- 
ment has knowledge of a proposal by 
Sir Ernest Cassel to establish a new 
mortgage bank in Egypt, and whether he 
will state for the information of the House 
the conditions under which such banks 
can be established. 


Sir EDWARL GREY: The Answer 
is in the negative. I will inquire 
whether any conditions have been laid 
down, and if so what they are. 


Macedonian Reforms. 

Mr. LYNCH: I beg to ask the See- 
retary of State for Foreign Affairs when 
he expects to receive the replies of the 
other Powers signatory of the Berlin 
Treaty to the proposals agreed upon 
between His Majesty’s Government and 
that of Russia for reform in Macedonia; 
and can he state whether the whole of 
these proposals, or only a portion of them, 
have yet been submitted to the Powers. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: A _ portion 
only of the proposals has been submitted 
to the Powers, and it is hoped that the 
reply to these may be received at no- 
distant date. 


Macedonian Bands. 

Dr. RUTHERFORD (Middlesex, 
Brentford) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether His 
Majesty’s Government have invited, or 
propose to invite, the Sultan of Turkey 
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to organise mobile columns to suppress 
the Macedonian bands. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: Proposals of 
the nature indicated are under the con- 


{23 JuLy 1908} 


sideration of the Powers, but it would be | 


premature to make any statement at 
present till their opinion is known. 


Disorders at Tabriz. 

Mr. LYNCH: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
he will communicate to the House the 
substance of any information which he 
may have received on the subject of the 
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Sir EDWARD GREY: So far, in this 
Persian trouble, there has been no danger 
to foreigners. As for the rest, Persia 
must look after herself. 


Questions. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Can the right hon. 
Gentleman say whether there are any 
Russian officers now serving with the 
Shah’s troops? 

Sir EDWARD GREY: 


So far as I 


|/am aware, there are no Russian officers 


disorders.sin the city and province of | 


Tabriz from His Majesty’s 
General at Tabriz; and are any, and, if 
so, What, steps being taken by His 
Majesty’s Government, in conjunction 
with that of Russia, to bring about a 
speedy settlement of the 
— the Shah and the Constitutional 
arty. 


Consul- | 


differences | 


at Tabriz or at Teheran. 


*Mr. REES : Is there any record that 
at any time Europeans have been 
molested during popular disturbances 
in Persia ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The Answer 
to that Question would require a great 
deal of historical research. 


Death Duties. 


Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, 


Sin EDWARD GREY : [have received |Govan): I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor 


various reports to the effect that fighting | 


has heen in progress at Tabriz between 





of the Exchequer if he will state 
the amounts assessed as death duties tor 


the supporters of the Shah and_ the | the last financial year in England, Ireland, 


popular party. 
information in my possession, the Shah’s 
party, which was defended by Govern 


According to the latest | and Scotland, respectively. 


Tue CHANCELLOR or THE EX- 


ment horsemen, was attacked again on | CHEQUER (Mr. Lioyp-GEoreEr, Car- 


20th July by the popular party. The 
Government horsemen were defeated, 
and withdrew to their second line of 
defence. The reactionary Enjumen, or 
political club, was oceupied by the popular 
party, which pulled down the white flag 
hoisted there by the clergy. The clergy 
and Aeting-Governor-General are said to 
have hidden, It is reported in the Press 
that there has been further fighting, 
which is exceedingly probable, though I 
have not yet heard the result of it. With 
regard to the last part of the hon. 
Member's Question, the Russian and 
British Governments are of one opinion 
as to the necessity of strict abstention 
from any forcible interference on their 
part in the internal affairs of the 
country. 


Mr. LYNCH: In view of the serious 
hews just received to the effect that the 
telegraph wires have been cut, will the 
right hon. Gentleman give the House any 
assurance as to the measures that have 
been taken to secure the safety of the 
British Consul-General ! 








narvon Boroughs): The net receipt of 
death duties in the United Kingdom 
during the year ended 31st March, 1908, 
is as follows—England, £16,571,38+4 ; 
Scotland, £1,847,018 ; Treland, £689,854; 
United Kingdom, £19,108,256. 


Supplementary Civil Service Estimates’ 
Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): I beg 
to ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that the Supplementary Civil 
Service Estimates issued on the 22nd of 
June and the 15th July include sums, 
aggregating £378,000, for which no pro- 
vision was made in the Budget ; whether 
he is aware that the balance provided in 
the Budget for contingencies was 
£241,000; and whether he anticipates 
that the yield of the revenue will exceed 
the Budget Estimates, and, if not, from 
what source he proposes to meet the 
additional charge of £137,000. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: It has 
frequently happened in the past that the 


| Estimates voted by Parliament for the 
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service of a particular year have exceeded 
the Revenue available for meeting them, 
as estimated in the Budget. In such 
cases the Ways and Means required for 
the Supplementary Votes may be pro- 
vided either by surplus Revenue, or by 
savings under other heads of expenditure 
which were included in the Budget. 


Scotland and the Income-tax. 

Mr. R. DUNCAN: I beg to ask Mr. 
‘Chancellor of the Exchequer if he will 
state the proportion which the income- 
tax assessment, on which taxes were 
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contributed by Scotland, bears to that of 
England, or of England and Wales 
combined, for the years 1906-7 and 
1907-8. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The re. 
|spective amounts of income-tax contri- 
‘buted by England and Wales and by 
‘Scotland must necessarily be a matter 
of speculation; but, calculated on the 
| basis of the estimate shown in Return 
| No. 245 [Revenue and Expenditure 
| (England, Scotland and Ireland) 1906-7), 
| they would be as follows :— 








Year, England and Wales. | 
£. 
1906-7 - 27,271,000 
1907-8 27,246,000 





Percentage of contribution 


Scotland. by Scotland. 


r’ 
3,106,000 11:39 
3,110,000 11-41 





Cost of Old-age Pensions. 

Mr. CLOUGH (Yorkshire, W.R., Skip- 
ton): I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer what he estimates will be the 
full total of the moneys that will have 
to be provided by Parliament during the 
whole of 1909 to meet the payment of all 
the old-age pensions contained in the 
Old-age Pensions Bill after it had been 
read a third time in this House. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The conces- 
sions made in Committee are estimated 
to increase the cost of the scheme in 1909 
by approximately £500,000. This was 
originally estimated at about £6,000,000. 
So the total cost of the scheme as amended, 
for the first complete year of its operation, 
may be expected to amount to about 
£6,500,000. Any estimate must, how- 
ever, at the present stage and until prac- 
tical experience of its working has been 
obtained, be highly conjectural. 


Mr. JAMES HOPE (Sheffield, Cen- 
tral): What will the expenditure for 
1910 be approximately ? 


Mr. CLOUGH: Are we to understand, 
then, that Lord Rosebery’s forecast of 
ten millions was altogether overdrawn 4 


*Mr. SPEAKER: It is very undesir- 
able to refer to debates in another place 


in connection with a Question in this 
House. 


Royal Warrant Holders and the Factory 
Laws. 

Mr. CLAUDE HAY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment what is the nature of the represen- 
tations, if ang, which he has made, and to 
whom such representations were made, in 
respect of the observance or contravention 
of the factory and health laws by firms 
enjoying the Royal Warrant and of firms 
applying for the Royal Warrant. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Guab- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): In accordance with 
the promise made by the Under-Secretary 
on the 30th April last, I communicated 
the hon. Member’s suggestions to the 
heads of the various departments of the 
Royal Household through which warrants 
are granted, namely, the Lord Chamber- 
lain, the Lord Steward, the Master of the 
Horse, and the Keeper of the Privy 
Purse. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY: 


answers been received ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I believe, no. 


Have 


any 


Fish Curing Inquiry. 
*Sin CHARLES W. DILKE (Gloucester- 
Shire, Forest of Dean): I beg to ask the 
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Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether the inquiry into the fish- 
curing industry, promised in the debate 
on the Home Office Vote last year, was 
held; and, if so, when the Report may 
be expected : and whether any statement 
with regard to it can be made before 
the debate on the Home Office Vote. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: The promised 
inquiry has been made by the Chief 
Inspector, who has investigated on the 
spot the conditions existing in the 
different branches of this widely spread 
industry, and his Report has been em- 
bodied by him in his General Report 
for 1907 just issued. The subject is a 
very difficult one, and will require care- 
ful consideration, and I am not ina 
position to make any statement with 
regard to it at present. 


Truck in the Potteries. 

*Sin CHARLES W. DILKE: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department if hisattention has been direct- 
ed to the statements with regard to truck in 
the Potteries on pages 197, 198 of the 
Report of the Chief Inspector of Factories 
and Workshops ; and if he will inquire 
of the Chairman of the Departmental 
Committee on Truck if the practices 
there referred to, involving customary 
payments and stoppages, are being dealt 
with by the Departmental Committee. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Yes, Sir; I am 
aware of the statements to which my 
tight hon. friend refers ; and I under- 
stand that the points raised have been 
under the consideration of the Depart- 
mental Committee on Truck. 


Child Beggars. 

Mr. WILES (Islington, 8): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether, in view of the fact 
that Frederick M’Ghee and his wife 
were sentenced each to one month’s hard 
labour at the West London Police Court 
on Monday last on the charge of begging, 
and that nothing previous had _ been 
known against the couple, and that the 
husband had served in the late South 
African War, he will cause inquiries to be 
made with a view to reducing their 
sentences. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I understand 
that the object the magistrate had in 
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view when passing sentence was to deter 
persons from using their children in the 
streets for the purpose of obtaining alms, 
and that he had found lighter punish- 
ments ineffective for this purpose. I am 
making some further inquiry, but on the 
information at present before me I see no 
ground for advising any interference with 
the sentences. 


Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): Would it 
not be better to take the children away 


from their parents in these cases ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am considering 
that. 


Hamstead Colliery Disaster—Rewards 
for Bravery. 

Mr. MEYSEY-THOMPSON (Statfford- 
shire, Handsworth): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether he is now in a position to 
state to the House that he is prepared to 
recognise in a sub-tantial form the brave 
action of those who risked and in cases 
lost their lives in the attempt at rescue in 
the Hamstead Colliery disaster. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Five of the men 
engaged in the rescue operations have 
been awarded Edward medals of the first 
class, and one the medal of the second 
class. The medals were presented to the 
recipients by His Majesty at the inves- 
ture on Tuesday last. The medal of the 
first class has also been awarded to the 
widow of John Welsby, a member of the 
Altofts rescue party, who lost his life in 
the attempt to rescue the men in the 
mine. 


The Imprisoned Suffragists. 

Mr. BRODIE (Surrey, Reigate): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether his attention 
has been called to the fact that the ladies 
now in prison for making demonstrations 
against the Government are, in default of 
finding sureties, suffering a heavier 
penalty than could have been inflicted if 
they had actually been found guilty of 
sedition, in view of the fact that by the 
Prisons Act of 1898 a person imprisoned 
for sedition or seditious libel must be 
treated as a first-class misdemeanant ; and 
whether, in view of this circumstance, he 
will recommend the transference from 
the second division to the first of the 
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ladies now in prison on account of their 
having made political demonstrations. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Persons found 
guilty of sedition are liable to imprison- 
ment for two years, and must by Statute 
be placed in the first division. As 
regards the prison treatment of these 
ladies, I must refer my hon. friend to my 
numerous previous Answers upon this 
subject. 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) asked the 
right hon. Gentleman if he did not think 
that the punishment was quite unsuited 
to the offence. Had he not power to 
“make the punishment fit the crime ?” 


Mr. GLADSTONE ; I can add nothing 
to the Answer I have already given to 
the Question. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, S.) 
asked the reason for the different treat- 
ment of Dr. Jameson and his fellow 
offenders. They were treated as first- 
class misdemeanants, while these ladies, 
who had committed no crime whatever in 
comparison with these impure fellows, had 
to associate with ordinary criminals. 


Mr. GLADSTONE said he had 


already explained. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) asked 
had not a sufficient time elapsed, had not 
the prisoners suffered enough, could not 
the right hon, Gentleman let them out ? 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL said those 
who did not know the right hon. Gentle- 
man would think him vindictive. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am very sorry 
for it, but I cannot help it. 


The Suffragists. 

Mr. BRODIE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether he is aware that a 
deputation of thirteen women proposing 
to visit the Prime Minister last March 
were arrested outside the Caxton Hall 
and sentenced to six weeks imprisonment, 
whereas on a more recent occasion a 
similar deputation with the same object 
were given a police escort to the Houses 
of Parliament, and what is the reason of 
the different treatment of the two depu- 
tations ; whether the women agitating for 
votes for women arrested on 30th June 
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were prosecuted before Mr. Francis 
under Section 2 of The Prevention of 
Crimes Amendment Act, 1885, the 
maximum penalty on conviction under 
which Act is a fine of £5, or imprison- 
ment for two months in default: and 
will he say under what Act proceedings 
were taken against those persons who 
were imprisoned for three months in 
default of finding sureties, 


Mr. GLADSTONE: The deputation 
of last February headed a_ procession 
from Caxton Hall to the Houses of 
Parliament, which was illegal and could 
not be permitted, and as they would not 
desist, the procession was broken up and 
arrests were made. On the _ second 
occasion there was no procession. All 
those present in Caxton Hall were asked 
to remain quietly, and the deputation 
proceeded alone, and were assisted in 
their progress by the police. The ladies 
who were arrested on the 30th June 
were charged under the _ statute 
mentioned by the hon. Member, but the 


learned magistrate, in his discretion, 
dealt with the defendazts under the 


general powers vested in him by law in 
virtue of his commission, and required 
them to find sureties to be of good 
behaviour. I see no reason to doubt 
that the action taken was warranted by 
law, and was justified by the circum- 
stances with which the magistrate had to 
deal. 


Fenchurch Street Station Accident. 

Mr. WARDLE (Stockport): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that an accident 
occurred to a point cleaner at Fenchurch 
Street Station, Great Eastern Railway, 
on 9th March, 1908; that a Board of 
Trade inquiry was held into the matter 
on 15th April, 1908, when it was elicited 
that the point cleaner was working at 
this busy spot without a look-out man; 
whether he is aware that a look-out man 
was appointed after the inquiry ; that the 
victim of the accident was removed from 
Fenchurch Street a week after the inquiry 
and a new point cleaner substétuted with- 
out a look-out man; and will he say 
what steps he proposes to take in the 
matter. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 


(OF TRADE (Mr. CHURCHILL, Dundee) : 


The Board of Trade are informed by the 
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railway company that it is not the case 


that a look-out man was appointed after | 
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the inquiry to which my hon. friend | 


refers. 


The company also state that the | 


new point cleaner (like his predecessor) | 


prefers to work without a look-out man, | 
and the company consider that to appoint | 


such a man would probably increase the | 
auch a P y | George’s) : I beg to ask the President of 


danger. The Board as at present advised 


are not convinced that this opinion is | 


sound and propose to communicate again 
with the company. 


Port of London Bill. 

Mr. C. B. HARMSWORTH (Wor- 
cestershire, Droitwich) : I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade what is 
the total number of representations and 
petitions received by the Government 
objecting to or making suggestions in 
respect of the clauses of the Port of 
London Bill which relate to the Thames 
above Teddington ; what are the names 
of the persons or bodies making such 
representations ; and what alterations in 
the Port of London Bill are asked for by 
the persons and authorities making such 
representations and suggestions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: A great number 
of such representations and_ petitions 
have been received. ‘The particulars are 
too lengthy to be conveniently given in 
reply to a Question, but I will send them 
to my hon, friend. I may add that many 
of the suggestions contained in the com- 
munications have been met by Amend- 
ments in the Bill. 


Glaunvarane Foreshore. 
Mr. CREAN (Cork, S.E.): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware of the proceedings 
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not on any patent or grant from the 
Crown, and the matter is under the con- 
sideration of the Board of Trade. 


Labour and the Port of London 
Authority. 
Mr. W. BENN (Tower Hamlets, St. 


the Board of Trade what Amendment to 
the Port of London Bill has been pro- 
posed by the Government to give etfect 
to the promise uf the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer that labour should be repre- 
sented on the new authority. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: A clause has 
been inserted in the Bill by the Joint 
Committee at the instance of the Board 
of Trade in the following terms :—“ (6a) 
With a view to providing for the repre- 
sentation of labour on the Port Authority 
one of the members of the Port Authority 
appointed by the Board of Trade shall 
he appointed by the Board after consulta- 
tion with such organisations representa- 
tive of labour as the Board think best 
qualified to advise them upon the matter. 


Mr. W. BENN: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman provide that one of the County 
Council nominees shall be a representative 
of labour 


Mr. CHURCHILL said the matter had 
been very carefully considered already, 
and he did not think the Board of Trade 


| could interfere. 


taken by Mr. James Perry Howe, at | 
Ballinspittal Petty Sessions, County Cork, 


on the 26th May, 1908, against John 
Mahony; jun., for trespass on the fore- 
shore of Glaunvarane Strand ; if Mr. Howe 
has a patent or grant from the Crown of 
this strand ; and, if not, what steps will 
be taken to protect the Crown rights to 
the foreshore. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I am aware of 
the preceedings taken by Mr. Howe 
against John Mahony for trespass on 
foreshore at Glaunvarane Strand, by 
attempting to take seaweed therefrom. 
Mr. Howe bases his claim to the fore- 
shore in question on prescriptive rights, 


Mr. CARR-GOMM _ (Southwark, 
Rotherhithe) asked whether, in view of 
the fact that the Port Authority would 


| have very strong powers for dealing with 


labour through the labour exchanges, the 
right hon, Gentleman would reconsider 
the point. 


Mr. B.S. STRAUS (Tower Hamlets, 
Mile End): Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
when introducing the Bill spoke of two 
or three labour representatives, and will 
he be able to do something with regard to 
influencing the London County Council 
to nominate as one of their representatives 
a representative of labour ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I do not think it 
is in the power of the Board of Trade to 
influence a body having the right to 
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nominate representatives as to the decision 
to which they should come. 


Questions. 


Mr.CURRAN (Durham, Jarrow) asked 
what methods the Board of Trade pro- 
posed to put into operation for consulting 
the organised workers in the Port of 
London. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said the Board of | 


Trade hada good many means of making 
inquiries as to who were really represen- 
tatives of the opinion of labour, and they 
proposed to use all the means at their 
disposal. 


Mr. B.S. STRAUS: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman remember the promise of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that labour 
should have two or three representatives ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL was understood to 
say that his attention had not been called 
to that promise, but he would certainly 
search for it. He would, however, point 
out that the Port Authority must be kept 
within reasonable limits. 


Price of Beef and the Beef Trust. 

Mr. HOWARD (Cumberland, Esk- 
dale): I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he proposes to 
take any steps to inquire into the opera- 
tions of trusts for the supply, price, and 
distribution of meat in the United 
Kingdom. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I am appointing 
a Departmental Committee to inquire 
how far and in what manner the general 
supply, distribution, and price of meat in 
the United Kingdom are controlled or 
affected by any combination of firms or 
companies. The noble Lord the Member 
for Marylebone has consented to act as 
Chairman of the Committee. I have 
further invited my hon. friends the 
Member for the Elland Division and the 
Members for Southampton and Deptford 
to be members, and I[ also propose to 
appoint representatives of the Board of 
Trade and Board of Agriculture, together 
with a gentleman possessing expert 
knowledge of th: meat trade. The Board 
of Agriculture will be represented by Sir 
Thomas Elliot, K.C.B., the Secretary to 
the Board. 


County Boroughs. 


Mr. BEAUMONT (Sussex, LEast- 
bourne): I beg to ask the President of 
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| the Local Government Board if he wil] 
| state what boroughs showing an estimated 
| population of over 50,000 have, since the 
| passing of the Local Government Aet 
| 1888, been refused by the Local Govern. 
/ment Board their applications to be 
| created county boroughs. 


| 
| 


| THe PRESIDENT or tae LOCAL 
'GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Jony 
| Burns, Battersea): As respects three 
| boroughs the Board have either refused 
|the application or for special reasons 
deferred the consideration of it, viz,, 
| Hornsey, Exst Ham and Eastbourne, 


Vaccination Exemption Certificates 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) - 
I beg to ask the President ot the Local 
| Government Board what is the number 
of exemption certificates received by 
vaccination officers during the year 1907, 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The number js 


57,675. 


Metropolitan Water Board Clerks, 

Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St, 
Albans): I beg to ask the President of 
the Local Government Board whether 
the Metropolitan Water Board have now 
100 clerks more than were formerly em- 
ployed by all the water companies whose 
concerns were absorbed by that Board; 
and whether the Metropolitan Water 
Board proposes shortly to make a call 
upon the rates for a contribution, whereas 
the water companies under the same 
conditions were able to pay their pro- 
prietors good dividends. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The facts are as 
stated in the first part of the Question. 
The increase in the number of officers of the 
Water Board is said to be due partly to 
extra clerical work, partly to the setting 
up of a department for the examination 
of water as required by the Metropolis 
Water Act, 1902, and partly to the fact 
that the staff of the Water Board now 
perform the legal and surveying work for 
which the companies employed outside 
firms. I understand, however, that the 
total annual amount of the salaries at 
present paid by the Water Board is about 
£5,000 less than that paid by the com- 
panies. I am not informed as to whether 
|the Water Board propose to make a eall 
‘upon the rates for a contribution, 
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345 Questions. 
Government Hospitality. 

Mr, LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby): I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister whether it is the intention of 
the Government to provide any official 
hospitality for the delegates who have 
been appointed by Foreign Governments, 
on the invitation conveyed to them by 
our Foreign Office from the British Com- 
mittee, to attend the Third International 
Congress for the Development of Drawing 
and Art Teaching and their Applicati.n to 
Industries, to be held in London during 
the present month. 


*TuE FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Mr. L, Harcourt, Lancashire, 
Rossendale): The Prime Minister has 
asked me to deal with this Question, and 
I hope my hon. friend will not think me 
wanting in courtesy if I decline to give 


him any detailed Answer to it. My, 
colleagues in making me_ responsible | 


for Government hospitality have imposed | 
on me a task which is very onerous and | 
very delicate—a task for which I confess | 
I feel myself wholly unfitted—but one 
which I can only perform at all if I am 
happy enough to command the confidence 
of hoth sides of this House. National | 
hospitality would lose half its utility and | 
all its grace if the reasons for which it | 
was proffered or withheld were to become | 
a matter of Question and Answer in| 
Parliament. I would not for a moment | 
sugvest that this House should be 
debarred from criticising my administra- 
tion of the fund when the necessary Vote 
comes up for discussion, They will then 
be entitled to condemn my conduct of it 
or to suspend or cancel the policy 
itself. But even on such a debate I 
should not be prepared to defend myself | 
by stating the grounds on which I had | 
abstained from offering hospitality to | 
any individuals or delegations, for I am | 
convinced that such a course would abso- | 
lutely destroy the aim of international | 
comity which is the basis and object of 
this new departure. I can therefore only 
ask for the generous indulgence and confi- 
dence of the House during the commence- 
ment of this experiment and until in 
their opinion I have ceased to deserve it. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Cattle Disease in Canada. 
Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg 
to ask the hon. Member for South 
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| last cases of foot-and-mouth disease and 





Somerset, as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture, when the 
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anthrax occurred among cattle in 
Canada; and whether he has received 
advices that there is no disease now 
existing among Canadian cattle. 


Tue TREASURER or tHe HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir Epwarp Stracuey, Somer- 
setshire, S.): The Board are unable to 
reply to the first part of the Question 
withont reference to the Canadian 
Government. The reply to the second 
part of the Question is in the negative. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: Did not 
the right hon. Gentleman say the other 
day that disease did exist in Canada ? 


Str EDWARD STRACHEY: Yes: 
but there is a question as to the date 
when the last case was reported. 


Mr. FELL: 


information ? 


Why not cable for the 


Provincial Homes Investment Company. 

Sir F. CAWLEY (Lancashire, Prest- 
wich): To ask Mr. Attorney-General 
whether his attention has been called to 
a case tried before Mr. Judge Parry in 
Manchester, in which a woman named 
Pointon recovered £37 10s. from a com- 
pany called the Provincial Homes Invest- 
ment Company; whether he is aware 
that the learned Judge described the 
representations which had been made by 
the said company as fraudulent, and 
whether he is aware that a large number 
of comparatively poor people have been 
induced to place their savings with this 
company ; and whether the Public Prose- 
cutor proposes to take any steps to enable 
these people to get their money back, and 


to prevent the Provincial Homes Invest- 
ment Company from obtaining money 


from others under false pretences. 


Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir 
W. Rosson, South Shields) said he had 
inquired into this matter, and had ascer- 
tained that morning that the case was 
under appeal, and, in those circumstances, 
he thought it better to defer any state- 
ment as to any action that might be 
advisable. 


Sir F. CAWLEY: Is the hon. Gentle- 
man aware that there are other similar 
companies that are taking poor people’s 
money and defrauding them ? 
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been a Report by a Committee of the 
House which indicated that there were 
many such companies in existence, but 
he thought this particular company had 
the good fortune to be left out of that 
Report as being free from the evils attri- 
buted to other companies. 


Mr. BYLES asked whether the hon. 
Gentleman would bring the matter to the 
attention of the Board of Trade in order 
to stop these businesses. 


Sir W. ROBSON said he had made 
full and careful personal inquiries into 
the matter, but it was an extremely 
difficult one to deal with. The law on 
the subject was not very strong to 
enable him to deal with such cases. 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.) asked whether the hon. Gentleman 
was aware that there was a very full list 
of such doubtful traders and fraudulert 
companies, and would he ask the Home 
Office to supply it to the public. 


Sm W. ROBSON said he 
aware of that, but he would be very 
careful how he advised a public depart- 
ment to publish a black list of that 
character. 


Superannuation of Edward Lynam. 

Mr. JOHN ROCHE (Galway, E.): 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury whether an inspector under the 
3oard of Works, named Edward Lynam, 
was superannuated in December last ; 
and whether the pension allowed him 
was much less than he was entitled to 
after a service of twenty-five years, and, 
if so, will he recommend that the proper 
amount shall be given. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY ro 
THE TREASURY (Mr. 


Question is one which fell within the 


provisions of Section 9 of the Superannua- | 


tion Act, 1859, and the deduction (which 
the Treasury is unable to reconsider) 
was made by the Treasury under the 


powers conferred upon them by that | 


section: 


Scottish Fishery Cruisers. 
Mr. CLAUDE HAY: I beg to «sk 
the Secretary for Scotland whether he 
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has had under his consideration for 
year or more the provision of a fishery 
cruiser for Scotland, and what provision 
has been made in this year’s Estimates 


for providing such a fishery cruiser: 


whether any plans have been prepared 
for the building of such a ship ; and, if 
not, what steps he proposes to take to 
expedite matters. 


THe SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Sincuarr, Forfarshire): The hon, 
Gentleman seems to be under some 
misapprehension upon this subject. The 
expenses will be met out of the funds 
accumulating in the Board’s Marine 
Deposit Account, and the funds available 
were not such as to justify the Fishery 
Board taking up the matter until 
Ist April last. Plans have now been 
prepared for the building of a cruiser, 
and tenders have been invited. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY: Can the right 
hon. Gentleman say when the cruiser 


will be completed ¢ 
Mr. SINCLAIR: No, Sir. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY: Has the right 


/ hon. Gentleman no idea ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: No, Sir. 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty); 
Where is the cruiser being built ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: That is not yet 
determined. 

Mr. CLAUDE HAY: How many 
cruisers are there at the disposal of the 
Fishery Board ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: Speaking from 
recollection, I think four. They are 
provided from Scottish funds. 


Departmental Committee on Truck. 

*Sir CHARLES W. DILKE: I beg to 
ask the Lord Advocate when the Report 
of the Departmental Committee on Truck, 
last promised for Easter, may be expected. 


THE LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. Tuomas 


|SHaw, Hawick Burghs): I hope, Sir, in 
| Nov ember. 


The task of the Committee, 
as my right hon. friend knows, has prov ed 
very laborious. 
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Irish Cattle-Drives—The Use of Fire- 

arms. 

CartatN CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether the case of the King 
y. Patrick M’Dermot was not proceeded 
with at the Assizes, which commenced in 
Sligo on the 7th July, by the direction of 
the Law Officers of the Crown ; whether 
the Crown refused to prosecute because 
Patrick M’Dermot was following the 
course of action which was recommended 
tohim and other graziers by the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-L‘eutenant in using 
firearms to prevent cattle-driving ; and 
whether it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to allow the use of firearms in future 
for this purpose without interference by 
the authorities. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL ror 
IRELAND (Mr. CuHerry, L'verpool, 
Exchange): My right hon. friend has 
asked me to reply to this Question. The 
ease to which the hon. and gallant Mem- 
ber refers was not a Crown prosecution 
at all. It was commenced by a private 
prosecutor, and the case was returned for 
trial at the instance of the private 
prosecutor alone. He afterwards discon- 
tinued the prosecution on his own respon- 
sibilitv. I cannot undertake in answer 
to a Question to define in what circum- 
stances any person is or is not justified 
in using firearms in defence of his person 
or property. The Government have no 
power to make any regulations on the 
subject, but must leave each particular 
which arises to be determined 
according to law. 


case 


Mr. ODOWD (Sligo, 8.): Is it not the 
fact that there was no question of a 
cattle-drive in this particular case ? 


CapraAin CRAIG: Were not the 
Crown asked to take up this case and 
refused because of the advice given by 
the right hon. Gentleman himself as to 
the course to be pursued in these 
matters ? 


Mr. CHERRY: I cannot add to my 
Answer. I will inquire as to the point 
raised by the hon. Member for South 
Sligo. 


Irish Ranch Grabbers. 
Mr. ODOWD: I beg to ask Mr. 
Attorney-General for Ireland whether he 
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will explain why cattle-drivers are being 
prosecuted day after day, while the sons 
of non-residential ranch-grabbers,returned 
for trial on the charge of deliberately fir- 
ing on harmless crowds, are not prosecuted 
by the Crown, notwithstanding the fact 
that both local and resident magistrates 
agreed in their return for trial. 

Mr. CHERRY: I am sorry that I 
cannot undertake in answer to a Question 
to give the hon. Member a_ general 
explanation of my action as Attorney- 
General in directing or not directing 
prosecutions on behalt of the Crown, but 
if he will kindiy direct my attention to 
the circumstances of any particular case [ 
will, so far as the interests of justice will 
allow, explain to him the reasons for my 
action in that case. 


Lough Gara Drainage Board. 

Mr. O'DOWD : I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
[reland whether, owing to the negligence 
of the Lough Gara and Mantua Drainage 
Board, whose area of operation comprises 
the district of Killaraght, situated near 
Boyle, County Roscommon, the crops of 
many of the farmers residing within this 
area are being periodically destroyed by 
floods ; and, if so, whether, seeing that 
this Board has been in existence for forty 
years, during which period no effort has 
been made by them to keep the main 
drains, which empty into the lake, in 
order, the consequenve being the destruc- 
tion, in wet seasons, of the crops of the 
people who are heavily taxed for the 
maintenance of this Board, an inspector 
will be sent down to have the whole 
matter inquired into. 


THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to THE TREASURY (Mr. 
J. A. Pease, Essex, Saffron Walden) : 
[ am informed by the Board of Works that 
only a portion of the Killaraght district 
is situated within the Lough Gara and 
Mantua Drainage district. No complaint 
of flooding of the district of Killaraght, 
near Boyle, in consequence of the neglect 
of the trustees of the drainage district, has 
been received by the Board, and conse- 
quently the Board are unable to say 
whether the area in which it is statet 
flooding has taken place, is within the 
jurisdiction of the trustees. The Lough 


Gara and Mantua Drainage district 
was constituted in 1858, but the 
M 
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present Board of Trustees was elected in 
1906, and the Commissioners of Public 
Works have no reason to suppose that 


they are neglecting their duty in main- | 


taining the district. 


Mr. O'DOWD: Is it not the fact that 
for the last forty years nothing has been 
done either in Sligo or Roscommon to 
improve matters ! 


Mr. J. A. PEASE: Up to the present 
the Board have received no complaint. 
The matter should be brought to their 
attention. 


Mr. O'DOWD: 
sent down. 


Winn Estate, Glenbeigh, Kerry. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): 1 beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
state when the tenants on the Winn 
estate, Glenbeigh, County Kerry, will be 
entitled to pay interest on the purchase 
money, seeing that it is nearly three 
years since the estate was purchased by 
the Congested Districts Board. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY For IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrre ct, Bristol, N): The 
Congested Districts Board are arranging 
to apply for interest on the purchase 
money in lieu of rent at their next 
collection on the Winn estate. 


Kerry Evicted Tenants. 


Me. THOMAS O°DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland what is 
the number of evicted tenants in Kerry 
reinstated under the provisions of the 
Evicted Tenants Act, the number rein- 
stated by landlords, the number reinstated 
on purchase of the estates in which their 
farms were situated: the total number 
reinstated under all heads; and the total 
number of applications received from 
evicted tenants in the county. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Up to 31st May last 
the number of applications received 
from County Kerry was 957, of which 
the Estates Commissioners have rejected 
359. The number reinstated by the 
landlord is 215, and by the Estates 
Commissioners 59, making a total of 254 
reinstated in the county. No tenants 
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have yet been restored in the county 
under the compulsory provisions of the 
Evicted Tenants Act, but the Commis. 
sioners have commenced proceedings for 
the acquisition of certain lands under 
that Act. 


Assistant Irish National School Teachers 
alaries. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL : I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland what are the initial 
and maximum salaries which are payable 
to assistant teachers in Irish National 
Schools ; how many years does it take 
before an assistant reaches this maximum; 
how many assistants have given ten years 
efficient service; and what is the esti- 
mated cost of giving those assistants 
second grade salary, 


Mr. BIRRELL: I gave the figures 
asked for in the first two parts of this 
(Juestion in my Answer te the hon. Men- 
ber’s similar Question on the 14th instant, 
As regards the remainder of the Question 
the Commissioners of National Education 
inform me that the information asked for 
could not be furnished without an in- 
vestigation of the careers of all the 
assistant teachers concerned and of the 
reports on their schools, and this would 
involve considerable labour and expense. 


Stokestown Grazing Land. 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford. N,): 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will 
state why it is that the Estates Com- 
missioners are not taking action to 
acquire that part of the grazing lands of 
Monedarrah or Stokestown, offered to 
them by Mr. James W. Bond, D.L., 
Farragh, County Longford; if he can 
state the number of applications received 
for a share of this land; and will he 
request the Commissioners to proceed 

with the matter as soon as possible. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that, so far as they 
can trace, the lands in question have 
not been offered for sale to them, nor 
have they had any correspondence on 
the subject. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL suggested to the 
right hon. Gentleman that he should 
repeat his inquiry about the -orrespon- 
dence, 
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Dease Estates, North Longford. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether the agreements 
for the sale of the Dease estate, at 
Cloneen, in North Longford, have yet 
been lodged ; whether he is aware that 
irritation exists amongst the tenants on 
account of an alleged unfair division of 
the bog by the landlord; and will he 
direct the attention of the Estates Com- 
missioners to this estate with a view to 
their making a scheme, under Section 21 
of the Land Act of 1903, in reference to 
the bog. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that no purchase 
agreements in respect of this estate have 
yet been lodged with them. They have 
no information as to the division of the 
turbary, and can take no steps in the 
matter until the estate comes before them 
to be dealt with. 


Rathcline Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieuten 
ant of Ireland to state the grounds upon 
which the Estates Commissioners have 
declined to provide Bridget and Joseph 
Mullooly, of Rathcline, County Longford, 
with equivalent holdings to those from 
which they were evicted; will he say 
whether they were evicted within the 
period named in the Evicted Tenants 
Act; whether they applied in due time ; 
and whether, seeing that they are farmers 
willing to work the land, he will ask them 
to reconsider this case. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The applicants were 
evicted within the period named in the 
Evieted Tenants Act, and their applica- 
tions were received within the time 
limited by the Act. The Estates Com- 
missioners have declined to take any 
action upon the applications because they 
are of opinion that the Mullooly family 
already have sutticient land. They 
occupy a holding of 100 acres which has 
been purchased under the Land Acts. 


Richardson Estate, Granard. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: | beg to ask 
the ,Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether any petition 
has been received by the Estates Com- 
missioners asking them to purchase the 
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Richardson estate at Ballynulty, Gra- 
nard, so as to resell to the tenants who 
are anxious to buy their holdings; and 
will he ask the Estates Commissioners 
to communicate with the agent, Colonel 
J. H. Dopping, on the subject. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have received the petition 
referred to, and will communicate with 
the agent of the estate as suggested in 
the Question. 


Chief Land Commission Assessor. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland when Mr. Boyd, 
of the Chief Land Commission, was 
appointed to his present office, what 
experience had he of land valuing before 
his appointment; and what examina- 
tion, if any, did he pass before being 
appoited, 


Mr. BIRRELL: Mr. 
pointed an assessor upon the passing 
of the Irish Land Act, 1905, pursuant 
to the eigbty-ninth section of that Act. 
He had been an Assistant-Commissioner 
since January, 1889, and his qualifica- 
tions when appoimted to that office 
are stated in the House of Commons 
Return No. 151 of 1902. When Mr. 
Bovd was appointed there was no 
examination for the post, nor is there 
now. 


Be vd Was a p- 


Irish County Councils and Compulsory 
Education. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland what are the 
county councils in Ireland that have 
adopted the compulsory Education Act ; 
what is the annual expense and the 
poundage rate incurred in each country 
in carrying out the Act; and what is 
the increase in the average attendance 
as compared with the average for the 
past five years for these counties. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The compulsory 
attendance provisions of the Act of 1892 
are in force in rural districts in the 
following counties: Antrim, Armagh, 
Carlow, Clare, Donegal, Down, Dublin, 


Fermanagh, Galway, Kerry, Kildare, 
Kilkenny, King’s, Limerick, Derry, 


M 2 
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Longford, Louth, Meath, Tipperary, 
Tyrone, Wexford and Wicklow. Insome 
of these counties the Act is in force 
throughout the county and in other 
cases in portions only of the county. 
The expense of carrying out the Act 
could only be ascertained by reference 
to the local authorities and this would 
take some time. No figures are avail- 
able showing the increase in the average 
attendance in each county as com- 
pared with the average for the past five 
years. In most of the counties men- 
tioned the Act has been in force for 
more than five vears. The centesimal 
proportion O the average attendance 
to the average number of pupils on the 
rolls for the vear 1907 in the rural dis- 
trits with attendance com-- 
mittees was 67°3, and in those without 
such committees, 61°8. 


sche 01 


Queen’s College, Belfast. 


Mr. C. J. O'DONNELL (Newington, 
Walworth): I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that the 
Graduates’ Association of the Queen’s 
College at Belfast, in public meeting at 
Wellington Hall, Belfast, joined itself to 
the protest of the General Assembly of 
the Irish Presbyterian Church against 
the separation of Belfast from the Royal 
University, and in condemnation of a 
merely local University, as entirely hostile 
to the wishes and interests of Ulster and 
Belfast ; whether he is aware that this 
meeting presided over by two 
elected senators of the Royal University 
and attended by a number of the most 
influential laity ; and whether he will lay 
upon the Table the Resolutions of this 
meeting of graduates, who are deeply 
concerned by the change in the value of 
their degrees. 


was 


Mr. BIRRELL: The _ Resolutions 
referred to in the Question have already 
received due publicity through the 
medium of the Press, and I do not propose 
to lay them on the Table. 


Me. C. J. Oo DONNELL : Is it necessary 
in order to set up a Catholic University 
in Dublin that the right hon. Gentleman 
should run against the whole Presby- 
terian opinion ? 


{COMMONS} 


| these Resolutions ; 
| any special reason for excluding poor 
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argument. 
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Belfast New University. 
Mr. C. J. ODONNELL: I beg to 


ask the Chief-Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is now 
ina position to state, taking into con- 
sideration the fact that half the popula- 
tion of Ulster and one-third of the 
population of Belfast are Catholics, how 
many Catholics he proposes to appoint 
out of the thirty-four members of the 
Senate of the new University of Belfast, 
which in future will be the only founda- 
tion for University education afforded 
to Ulster Catholics. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The names of the 
persons whom it is proposed to appoint 
upon the first Senate of the Belfast 
University are given in the amended 
draft Charter which is now before the 
House. I understand that five of these 
persons are Catholics. 


Me. C. J. ODONNELL: Does the 
right hon. think that 
sixth part of the Senate is a sufficient 
proportion ¢ 


Gentleman one- 


*Mr. SPEAKER: 


opinion, 


That is a matter of 


Irish University Degrees. 
Me. C. J. ODONNELL: I beg to 


ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether any public 
or academic body in Ireland has ex- 
pressed approval of those provisions of 
the Irish Universities Bill which exclude 
non-resident or extern students from the 
advantage of taking a degree, 
secured to them in the Royal University 
and in Trinity College; whether the 
Convocation of the Royal University 
andthe Association of Catholic Graduates, 
in public meeting assembled, have by 
Resolution condemned this exclusion ; 
and whether he will lay upon the Table 
and if he can state 


how 


young Irishmen from advantages given 


_to poor young Englishmen by the Uni- 


versity of London and other Universities 
in England. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: The question 
whether extern students should or should 
not be admitted to degrees is one of a 
highly argumentative nature which T do 
not propose to discuss by way of Question 
and Answer. The hon. Member will 
have full opportunity of raising this 
question in the debate upon the Report 
stage to-day or to-morrow. 


Me. C. J. ODONNELL: 
right hon. Gentleman think it possible 
adequately to discuss this question in the 
course of the two days allowed ? 


Me. BIRRELL: Yes, Sir. 


Catholic Students in the Royal 
University. 


Mr. C. J. ODONNELL: I beg to ask 


Does the | 
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the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- | 


tenant of Ireland whether the number of 
students, over 4,000, attending the Roval 
University last year was larger than the 
attendance at the Universities of Oxford, 
Cambridge, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Man- 
chester, or Abervstwyth, in fact larger 
than at any University in the United 
Kingdom, except London; and how 


Catholies ; 
in Europe had a larger attendance ot 
Catholics. 

Mr. 


BIRRELL: The 
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Clare, has been purchased by the Estates 
Commissioners ; did the estate comprise 
untenanted land, and how much; and 
will he state how many tenants and 
tenants’ sons are going to benefit from 
the purchase. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have made an offer to purchase 
the estate in question, which includes 
10 acres of untenanted land, and the 
owner has accepted the offer. The un- 
tenanted land has been allotted to fifteen 
persons, of whom fourteen are tenants 
on or in the neighbourhood of the estate, 
and one is the son of a tenant on the 
estate. 


Mr. DUFFY: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that Mr. 
Thomas Hanley, of Tubber, County 
Clare, is a small tenant on the De 
Blaquiere estate, holding an acre and a 
half of land; whether he applied to the 
for an increase of his 
holding out of the untenanted lands on 
the estate purchased by the Commis- 


Commissioners 


| sioners ; and will he explain the reasons 
many of these, over 4,000, students were | 


ana whether anv University | 


which induced the inspector to the Com- 


missioners to refuse the claim of this 


small holder to more land. 


number of | 


candidates at the examinations of the | 


Roval University last vear was 4,115. 
The secretaries of the University inform 
me that no record is kept of the religious 
persuasion of the candidates. I do not 
think it necessary to make any inquiry 
as to the number of students at other 
Dniversities, British or Continental. 


Me. C. J. ODONNELL: Does the 
right hon. Gentleman think it necessary 
to withdraw from this very successful 
University the colleces that are to be 
assigned / 


*\r. SPEAKER: Order, Order. 


again, is @ matter of opinion. 


That, 


De Blaquiere Estate, County Clare. 

Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the De 
Blaquiere estate, near Tubber, County 


Mr. BIRRELL: The application of 
Thomas Hanlev is under the considera- 
tion of the Estates Commissioners, who 
have referred the matter to their inspector 
for inquiry and report. 


Lewis Estate Evicted Tenants, Galway. 
Mr. DUFFY: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 


| Ireland whether negotiations are going on 





between the Estates Commissioners and 
Mrs. Lewis, of Woodford, 
(ounty Galway, in respect of the rein- 
statement of the Lewis evicted tenants ; 
and whether, in view of the large number 
of uneconomic holdings on this estate, 
} the (Commissioners to 


Balinagar, 


he will advise 
acquire possession of all the untenanted 
land on this property in the interest of 
a general settlement. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that they have 
recently published notice of their in- 
tention to acquire compulsorily, under 
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the Evicted Tenants Act, 1907, some 
350 acres of untenanted land on the 
estate in question. 


Belfast Workhouses, 
CapTaIn CRAIG (Down, E.): 


Lieutenant of Ireland how many Pro- 
testant and Roman Catholic inmates 
there are at present in the Belfast work- 
house; and how many belonging to 
Ulster, Munster, Leinster, and Connaught, 
respectively. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed that 
it would take the officials of the Belfast 
Workhouse a considerable time to make 
the search through the workhouse books 
which would be involved in answering 
this Question, and, in view of the pressure 
of work now upon the officials owing to 
the approach of the holiday season, 
the Local Government Board would be 
glad to spare them this labour for the 
present if possible. 


Mr. J. DEVLIN: How far has Dun- 
ville’s contributed to bring people—both 
Protestants and Catholics—into Belfast 
Workhouse ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: That is too subtle 


a Question for my intelligence. 


Castletown Cattle Drive. 

Caprain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that a 
drive on an extensive recently 
occurred on the lands of Castletown, 
owned by Captain R. H, Fowler, Rahin- 
stown, Enfield: whether this is the 
sixth drive which has taken place oif 
Captain Fowler's lands in that district ; 
whether on the referred to 
about twenty-eight head of cattle were 
driven off, some of which were recovered 
at Ardanew, near Longwood, six or seven 
miles distant, after having been driven 
over a fence with three rows of wire on 
top, then through a river out on to the 
public road; and how many arrests 
have made and what sentences 
have been passed on the perpetrators 
of the outrage. 


scale 


occasion 


been 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed by 
the police authorities that the facts are 
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substantially as stated in the Question, 
The drive took place at night. The 
offenders are unknown, and consequently 
no arrests have been made. 


General Taylor’s Clonlara Estate. 

Mr. JOYCE (Limerick): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland, whether an agree- 
ment has been entered into for the pur- 
chase by the tenants of the estate of 
General Taylor, at or near Clonlara,. 
County Clare; does this estate carry 
fishery rights on the River Shannon, 
and, if so, are those rights to go with the 
sale of the estate; whether the Abbey 
fishermen of Limerick have paid a rental 
for this fishery for over 200 years; and 
whether, seeing that there are over forty 
families of those fishermen depending 
for a living on this fishery, and having 
rented it for so many years, the Estates 
Commissioners will take care, before 
sanctioning the sale, that the rights of 
the Abbey fishermen are so safeguarded 
that they will not be disturbed, but will 
be confirmed either by purchase or by 
a fair rent which those men are willing 
to pay. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that no purchase 
agreements in respect of this estate have 
been lodged with them. If such agree- 
ments should be lodged the Commis- 
sioners will consider any representations 
which may be made to them on the 
subject of fishery rights. 


Mr. JOYCE: Will a deputation on 
this subject be received in the near 
future by the Estates Commissioners ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have no control 
as to what deputations the Commissioners 
may receive, but I have very little doubt 
they will consider any communication 
or representation that may be made 
on behalf of these persons. 


Grehan Estate, Kildorrery, County Cork. 

Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork 
County, N.E.): I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he will state whether the 
agreement entered into between John 
Therry, agent of the Grehan estate, Kil- 
dorrery, County Cork, and his son John. 
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Therrv, of Mooresfort, County Tipperary, 
whereby the latter was given a judicial 
tenancy in the holdings of the evicted 
tenants on the estate, was made after 
the passage of the Land Purchase Act, 
1903, to prevent these tenants from 
being reinstated in their old holdings ; 
and whether the Estates Commissioners 
will have a full inquiry made into all 
the circumstances of this case with the 
view of bringing about the restoration 
of these evicted tenants to their old 
homes. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that the judicial 
agreement referred to was entered into 
on 4th November, 1903. This was sub- 
sequent to the passing of the Irish Land 
Act of that year, but it was long before 
the passing of the Evicted Tenants Act 
of 1907, which alone has any bearing 
upon the compulsory acquisition of 
lands for the reinstatement of evicted 
tenants. The Commissioners are of 
opinion that nothing would be gained 
by making further inquiries into the 
cases of the evicted tenants. They will, 
as I have already informed the hon. 
Member, consider the evicted tenants’ 
applications in connection with the 
distribution of any untenanted land 
which they may acquire in the locality. 


Kearney Estate, Ardfert, Kerry. 

Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Kear- 
ney estate, Ardfert, County Kerry, was 
offered for sale under Section 6 in 1904; 
whether it was inspected and valued 
in June, 1907; what is the cause of 
the delay in completing the sale; and 
whether the inspector’s valuation has 
been communicated to the tenants; 
whether, since inspection, the tenants 
have been served with writs for rent, 
including hanging gale, although they 
are ready to accept the valuation of 
the Estates Commission — inspector; 
whether an ejectment is pending against 
another tenant for old arrears; and 
whether steps will be taken to put a 
stop to compulsion of this kind against 
tenants. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 


missioners are unable to identify any 


proceedings as having been instituted 
before them in respect of the estate 
referred to. If the hon. Member will 
furnish the full name of the owner the 
Commissioners will make further in- 
quiries. 


Donegal Assize Grand Jury. 

Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
is aware that at the recent Assizes for 
the County of Donegal not a single 
Roman Catholic was included by the 
High Sheriff when summoning the Grand 
Jury; whether he is aware that for 
many years past no Catholic has ever 
been so summoned, although the great 
majority of the people of the county 
are Catholics; and whether he can 
take any steps to put an end to the 
exclusion of Catholics from the Grand 
Jury. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Grand Juries are 
empanelled by High Sheriffs under the 
provisions of the Grand Jury Acts 
The High Sheriff of County Donegal 
informs me that one Roman Catholic 
was on the Grand Jury at the recent 
Spring Assizes, and that he himself is 
a Roman Catholic and was lately sum- 
moned but did not attend. I under- 
stand that in making out the panel 
the senior grand jurors or their repre- 
sentatives are taken in the first instance, 
and if a sufficient number of these 
intimate their intention to attend there 
is no necessity to summon others. I am 
assured that there is no exclusion of 
qualified Catholics. 


Irish Local Government Auditors. 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY (Limerick, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he received acopy of a_ Resolution 
passed by the No. | Limerick Rural 
District Council requesting that in future 
auditors be appointed by competitive 
examination, and stating that the present 
appointment of auditors goes by 
favouritism; and whether he intends 
to take any steps to throw open to the 
people of Ireland these appointments. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Resolution has 
been received. It is not intended to 
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throw open to public competition the 
appointment of auditor under the Local 
Government Board. Very special qualifi- 
cations are necessary, and the 
invariably select persons who in their 
opinion possess these qualifications in 
the highest degree. The persons selected 
have in all cases to satisfy the Civil 
Service Commissioners as to their literary 
and expert qualifications. 


Mr. OSHAUGHNESSY: What 


qualifications are necessary for an auditor? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I should say a 
clear head, a great knowledge of figures, 
and perfect indifference to public opinion. 


Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: Have all 
the auditors under the Local Govern- 
ment Board these qualifications ? 

Mr. BIRRELL: I am afraid not. 

uabourers (Ireland) Act Agreement. 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that statutory declarations, con- 
tractors’ building agreements, and bonds 
in connection with schemes under the 
Labourers (Ireland) Acts are still liable 
to stamp duty ; whether it was intended 
that under the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 
1906, no stamp duty whatever would 
be payable from the commencement 
to the end of a scheme in order to cheapen 
the procedure; and whether he will 
take steps to afford relief to the rate- 
pavers from this tax. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I understand that 
when the Labourers Bill of 1906 was 
before Parliament the question of exempt- 
ing from stamp duty such documents 
as are referred to in the Question was 
fully considered and was decided in 
the negative. Section 23 of the Act. 
which remits stamp duty on agreements 
for the acquisition of land, makes no 
reference to the kind of instrument 
referred to in the Question. I do not 
propose to take any steps in the matter. 


Irish Teachers and the Education Grant. 

Mr. HUGH LAW: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether it is intended that 


Board | 
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transition teachers shall share equally 
with other teachers in the allocation of 
the additional grant for Irish primary 
education (teachers’ salaries). 


Mr. BIRRELL: It is intended that 
all classes of teachers shall benefit by 
the new grant for education. 


Tulrahan Farm, Mayo. 

Mr. CONOR O’KELLY (Mayo, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will 
state the price offered by the chief land 
inspector of the Congested Districts 
Board to Mr. Treston for the purchase 
of Tulrahan farm, in the County of Mayo ; 
and whether he will state the price it 
is proposed to give to the person who 
is now the owner of the Tulrahan farm. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The price offered 
to Mr. Treston by the chief land In- 
spector, subject to the approval of the 
Congested Districts Board, was £600, 
and it is understood that the present 
owner of the farm purchased it at this 
price. The owner has offered to sell 
the farm to the Board at the same price 
as soon as they are in a position to 
purchase. 


Derrycassan Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he can state the 
cause of the delay in reinstating the 
evicted tenants on the Derrycassan 
estate, Major Dopping owner; and if 
he is aware that the landlord is willing 
and anxious to see these tenants reln- 
stated without delay. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have instructed their inspector 
to place the evicted tenants in the 
holdings allotted to them as 
they have signed the necessary under- 
takings, 


soon as 


Australian Commonwealth Arms 

Mr. R. DUNCAN — (Lanarkshire, 
Govan): Ibeg to ask the Prime Minister 
if he can vet make a statement as to the 
standing of Lyon King-at-Arms in matters 
of imperial heraldry and the dee’ sion in 
regard to the new design for the arms of 
the Commonwealth of Australia. 





at: 


ac 
th 
Mi 
() 
an 
th 
wl 
an 


‘n- 
he 
0, 
nt 
is 
ell 
ice 


to 





365 Questions. 


Mr. GLADSTONE : I beg leave to 
answer this Question. The question of 
the jurisdiction of the Kings at Arms is 
now under consideration, and I am not 
prepared to make any statement on the 
subject. As regards the design for the 
Arms of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
I understand that the usual course was 
followed of asking Garter King at Arms to 
prepare a design, based on a drawing 
furnished by the Commonwealth Gov- 
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ernment. The Arms have already been 
submitted to and approved by His | 
Majesty. 


Questions. 366 

Mr. ASQUITH: The Supplementary 
Estimates are on to-day’s Paper, and 
will continue to appear every day in the 
hope that the House may find an op- 
portunity to discuss them. If no such 
opportunity is found the time at our 
disposal does not admit of special facilities 
being given. I may add that the subject- 
matter of the largest item of the Supple- 
mentary Estimates (£1,200,000 for old- 
age pensions) has already been discussed 
in the debates on the Budget and on the 

ld-Age Pensions Bill, and that the item 


'of next importance (£200,000 for the 


| unemployed) can, I should suppose, be 


Mr. R. DUNCAN: Was Lyon King- | 
at-Arms consulted ? | 


Mr. GLADSTONE asked for notice. | 


War Office Administration. 

Mr. CLAUDE HAY: I beg to ask 
the Prime Minister whether, since his 
acceptance of the office of First Lord of | 
the Treasury and that of Prime Minister, 
Ministers, other than the Secretary of 
State for War, have attended at the War | 
Office, called for Departmental Papers | 
and examined officers and officials under 
the control of the Secretary of State ; 
what Ministers have been so employed, | 
and whether they carried out their 
investigations with or without the pre- 
sence of the Secretary of State for War ; | 
whether these visits were concluded 
prior to the pledge given by the Secretary 
of State for War that no further reduc- | 
tions of the infantry of the line were in | 
contemplation ; and whether he can give 
a pledge that the administration of the | 
War Department will in future be | 
conducted by the Ministers enjoying the 
powers conferred on the Secretary for 
War by the Royal Sign-manual. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Mr. 


AsquirH, Fiteshire, E.): 


There is no} 


discussed in connection with the Vote for 
the Local Government Board. 


Motor Car Act. 
Mr. HAROLD COX : I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister when he proposes to take 
the Second Reading of the Expiring 


| Laws Continuance Bill ; and whether the 


| Saturday’s sitting. I 
it is not competent to discuss the merits 


foundation in faet for any of the allega- 


tions or suggestions contained in this 


Question. 


Supplementary Estimate. | 
Mr. HAROLD COX: 


House wil] have an opportunity of dis- 


cussing the inclusion within that Bill 
| of the Motor Car Act. 


Mr. ASQUITH: I hope that the 


| Second Reading of the Expiring Laws 


Continuance Bill may be taken at the 
either of to-morrows or 
understand that 


conclusion 


of the particular Acts ineluded in the 


| Schedule. 


Licensing Bill Debate. 
Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, 8.): I 


| beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, 


in the event of the new clauses to the 
Licensing Bill not being disposed of on the 
e'ghteeath allotted day, he will consent 
to their being carried forward to the 
nineteenth day, to be taken after 
schedules and anv other matter necessary 
to bring the Committee stage to a 
conclusion. 


Mr. ASQUITH: The House has 
decided in the schedule to the Resolution 
on the allocation of time for the Com- 
mittee stage of the Licensing Bill that 
all new clauses shall be discussed before 


I beg to ask | 10.30 p.m. on the eighteenth allotted 
the Prime Minister what opportunity | day. 


The hon. Member’s suggestion 


the House will have of discussing the | would involve a reconsideration of the 
Supplementary Estimate for £1,464,491, | Order of the House, for which, as at 


issued on the 15th July. 


| present advised, I see no necessity. 
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. COMPANIES CONSOLIDATION BILL 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) | 
asked as to the arrangements for business | 
for the rest ot the session. | 


Mr. ASQUITH said he was afraid it 
would be necessary to have a sitting on | 
Saturday, which it would be proposed | 
should be at ten o’clock in the morning. | 
The Third Reading of the Irish Universi- | 
ties Bill and the Third Reading of the | 
Finance Bill would be taken. On| 
Monday, Supply would be put down. | 
The first half of the sitting would be given | 
to Army Vote No. 3, at the tage 
of hon. and right hon. Gentlemen oppo- 
site, and the sitting after eight o’clock | 
to the Foreign Office Vote, Secretary of 
State’s salary. On Tuesday the Colonial | 
Vote, Secretary of State’s salary, would 
be taken, and, if time permitted, Class 4, 
Vote 7, Universities, Colleges, and Inter- 
mediate Education in Wales, and the 
Board of Trade. On Wednesday the 
Votes would be those for the Local Gov- | 
ernment Board and the Home Office. 
On Thursday the Second Reading of the 
Consolidated Fund Bill would be taken, 
on the Friday following the Motion for 
the adjournment for the holidays, and | 
on the Saturday the Third Reading of | 
the Consolidated Fund Bill. 








SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Sir WiLtt1AM Brampron GURDON re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection ; 
That they had discharged the following 
Members from Standing Committee C. 
(in respect of the Coal Mines (Hight 
Hours) (No. 2) Bill: Mr. William 
Abraham (Rhondda) and Mr. Carlile ; 
and had appointed in substitution (in 
respect of the said Bill): Mr. William 
Edwin, Harvey and Mr. Parkes. 





Sir Wittram Brampton GurRDON 
further reported from the Committee ; 
That they had added the following | 
Member to Standing Committee C. : 
Mr. Hall. 


Reports to lie upon the Table. | 


| 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 
Third Report brought up, and read, | 


| was entirely 


[LORDS], POST OFFICE CONSOLIDA. 
TION BILL [LORDS], AND STATUTE 
LAW REVISION BILL{[LORDS}. 
Report from the Joint Committee in 
respect of Companies Consolidation Bill 
[Lords] pending in the Lords, with 
Minutes of Evidence, brought up, and 
read. 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 252.] 





CRAN MEASURES BILL [LORDS]. 
Read the first time ; 
second time To-morrow, 

printed. [Bill 341.] 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
(SUPPLY). 

Ordered, That the proceedings on 
the Irish Universities Bill have precedence 
this day of the Business of Supply.— 
(Mr. Asquith.) 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL. 


As amended (by the Standing Com- 
mittee), considered. 


to be read a 
and to be 


Captain CRAIG (Down, E.) moved 
to omit Clause 1, in order, he said, to 
elicit from the Chief Secretary a state- 
ment as to whether he was fully aware 
of the great change which he was making 
in higher education in Ireland. Clause 1 
was the clause which started off the two 
new Universities which he proposed to 
establish, but he would ask the 
House to say whether, even at that late 
hour, they would not take the course of 
omitting the clause and thus throwing 
out this very obnoxious scheme. When 
the Bill was introduced they were told 
that it was to be purely undenomina- 
tional, and the two new Universities 
which it was proposed to set up, they were 
told, solved the mystery of undenomi- 
national teaching in the Universities 
in Ireland. In the course of the debates 
in Committee, and as anyone could 
judge in reading the Bill, they found 
that the scheme of the Chief Secretary 
denominational from 
beginning to end, and that the whole 





with, Minutes of Evidence. | aspect of the question had been changed. 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to | Clause 1 destroyed the old Royal Uni- 
be printed. [No. 253.] | versity of Ireland and changed the 
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aspect of Queen’s College, Belfast. 
There had been no desire whatever 


expressed by those chiefly interested in 
higher education in the Northof Irleand 
for this change in the status of Queen’s 
College, Belfast. Everybody in Ireland 
who had taken an interest in higher 
education amongst the Protestants of 
the country had denounced the scheme. 

The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in Ireland met lene 
diately the Bill was proposed and passed 
a strong resolution condemning the 
system proposed to be set up. The 
next move was on behalf of the various 
elucational associations, and they too 
condemned the scheme on the ground 
that it was purely denominational. The 
whole of the governing body of Orange- 
men in Treland, which covered all 
the denominations of Protestants, con- 
demned the scheme also, and they who 
represented the Ulster constituencies, 
he believed, had never received one 
single letter or memorial in favour of the 
Bill; anyhow, he had not, and he 
believed none of his friends on that side 
of the House had received a scratch of 
the pen from a soul in Ireland in appro- 
bation of the Bill. In Committee, they 
found that the Bill had been submitted 
to no Protestant body in Ireland for 
consideration, but in every instance 
to the Roman Catholic hierarchy. It 
was proposed by Clause 1 to take away | 
the undenominational system of the 
Royal University of Ireland and to set 
up in its place Universities segregated 
into two camps—Protestants in the 
north and Roman Catholics in the south. 
How, under those circumstances, could 
they ever hope to bring the people to- | 
gether, which they were all anxious to do? 

The Bill ruined that idea and went 

back centuries in the system of training 

the youth of the country. The Chief 

Secretary had admitted that he hoped 

the large University to be set up 

in Dublin, and its affiliated colleges, 

would draw the youth of the country 

to them. He and _ his colleagues 

had no objection to the youth of the 
country being educated; why should 

they throw cold water on a scheme 
which was to teach the people of Ireland ? 

But what they objected to so much was 
that under the scheme of the Chief 
Secretary, and the wily way in which . 


{23 Jury 1908} 


‘bodies of the 


| the north. 
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it had been brought forward, there were 
three separate bodies. For two years 
a body of Commissioners was set up to 
carry out the scheme, and after those 
Commissioners had done their work 
another body was brought forward for 
five years, and then, when they had done 
their work, the crucial question arose 
as to who were to be the permanent 
governing bodies of these Universities. 
No one could deny that the governing 
Universities, when it 
came to the third stage of the drama, 
would be on the one hand *he Roman 
Catholic clergy in the south, and on the 
other hand the Presbvterian clergy in 
Of that there could be no 
doubt, and he did not think anyone 
now ventured to deny it. Was that 
the class of education they were anxious 
to have in Ireland? It was going back 
one hundred years to destroy the Royal 
University, which threw its cloak over 
all classes of the community, Protes- 
tants and Catholics alike, which allowed 
extern students, and which allowed 
people to come and take degrees with- 
out fear or favour. Then there were 
the colleges of Cork, Galway, and 
Belfast, every one of which had, so far as 
he knew, met with general approbation. 
Clause 1 destroyed them; it changed 
their aspect and at extraordinary cost. 
He believed £2,700,000 was to be voted 
by Parliament for the erection in Dublin 


Universities Bull. 


‘of a Roman Catholic University, and for 


giving a certain amount of money to 
Belfast. The idea of a University for 
Belfast never would have been heard of 
had it not been that the Government 
thought if they catered openly andonly for 
the Roman Catholics in Dublin, the Bill 
would not get through Parliament. The 
Chief Secretary had said that they who 
lived in the North of Ireland ought to be 
glad to see the Queen’sCollege raised to the 
status of a University, and receive a little 
more money. But if Belfast was left 
alone it was doing good work. They bad 
repeatedly asked for more money in 
order to be able to do better work, but 
they could not get it from any Govern- 
ment. A mere handful of gentlemen 
within the College, an unrepresentative 
body in the truest sense of the word, 
were in favour of raising the status of the 
College, but no one else, and in spite of 
the fact that there had been no desire 
whatever amongst Protestants in the 
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North of Ireland to have this, it had 
been thrust upon them. If they cut the 
Bill in two, and left Belfast on one side 
altogether, the Chief Secretary could not 
get his Roman Catholic University for 
Dublin. It was only the fact that this 
piece ot treachery was tacked on to the 
Belfast end of it that enabled the right 
hon. Gentleman to get the Bill through 
when the majority of his supporters were 
Nonconformists. On the First and Second 
Reading of the Bill the people did not 
understand it. With the greatest haste 
it was smuggled upstairs to Committee, 
and now they were allowed two days and 
a bit of Saturday to discuss the whole 
organisation of higher education in 
Ireland. They were told that it was a Bill 
which would satisfy the people of Ireland. 
It would satisfy the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy of Ireland. But did anyone 
imagine for a moment that if the Catholic 
hierarchy in Ireland held up its finger 
and said, “We will not have it,” the 


Bill would) go through, or that 
when the Bill did go through, 
if the Roman Catholic — hierarchy, 


as they had done in regard to the 
Queen's College, held up their finger, 
they could not compel every Roman 


Catholic in the country to stay out- | 


side the walls of the University? It 
depended on that alone. They must 
give them a University, but whether it 
would ever be of the slightest use or not 
to the country depended not on the 
right hon. Gentleman or his successors 
in office, but entirely on the attitude 
adopted by the archbishops and the 
bishops in Dublin. He would like to 
see higher education in Ireland carried 
to the very best pitch, but under lay 
control and lay management. They had 


urged in Committee and outside the House | 


that the Bill might change its aspect 


entirely, that the new Universities should | 


have cut out of them every word of denomi- 
nationalism and be absolutely free from the 
contamination of what went on in Dublin 
Castle, and that they should be allowed a 
free hand to run an undenominational 
University for the use of the laity, who 
would be encouraged to go to it, and 
allowed to manage it themselves. If 
that were done, the House would be wise 
in not stopping at £2,700,000, but if 


MONS} 
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Chief Secretary. Had any improvemen: 
been made in the Bill since it went to 
the Committee? Far from it. It was 
true that some of the Party to which h: 
belonged were in favour of the Bill 
because they were in favour of denomina- 
tional education, and of having Irish 
Catholics educated in a University by 
themselves. But was that the attitude 
taken up by the great Nonconformis: 
party? If so, let them pass the Bill, 
but do not let them have any more oi 
av humbug of saying they were in 





favour of undenominational teaching 
when the English Bill was before the 
House, and then on the Irish Bill saying 
the more denominational the Bill was 
made the better. The Bill he thought 
| would puta stop once for all to a con- 
siderable amount of the nonsense that 
| was talked by Nonconformists on the 
| other side of the House. This clause 
|was the keystone of the arch. The 
|Chief Secretary was doing harm to 
Ireland and to people who left Ireland 
for other parts of the world. He had 
| understood the question about as little as 
| he understood the Irish nature, and the 
country over which he was Chief Secretary 
The problem there was to mix up the 
Roman Catholics and the Protestants as 
much as they could. He earnestly im- 
plored the Government, if it was not too 
Jate, to strike out of the Bill everything 
which was going to Archbishop this and 
Bishop somebody else, and all the 
| Presbyterian clergymen in the North. 
| Although he was a Presbyterian himself, 
he would allow none of them to have 
| anything to do with the Bill. He had 
|fought in Committee, and done all he 
| possibly could to try and make the Bill 
| 








less denominational. He had fought 
hard and conscientiously for what he 
| held to be the best interests of the people. 
| The Bill, he supposed, must go through, 
| but in the meantime he begged to move 
to leave out Clause 1. 


| Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.) agreed 
that the first clause and the machinery 
which it provided, the abolition of 
existing universities, and the creation of 
a new one, really went to the root of the 
| whole matter. He wished to point out 
| what an extraordinary position the right 











necessary giving £5,000,000 to have | hon. Gentleman and his friends were in, 

such a scheme carried into full effect. | because the position they had invariably 

Clause 1 touched the whole matter | taken up in matters of education was that 

which had been discussed so far by the! State money was not to be used for 
Captain Craig. 
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denominational purposes. No one had 
recognised the pinch of that more than 
the Chief Secretary himself, because from 
start to finish he had pictured this scheme 
as undenominational. But now, with 
the Amendment which had been accepted, 
from whichever quarter they came as 
long as they were in a denominational 
direction, the Bill was not of the same 
colour or complexion that it was when 
it passed Second Reading, although they 
had always contended that the original 
intention had only become more apparent 
by the proceeclings in Committee. It was 
always there. He rejoiced to find that 
this had become more and more appreci- 
ated in the ranks of the Party opposite. 
They were continually receiving from 
representative associations and organisa- 
tions which professed the political faith 
of hon. Members opposite protests 
against the Bill. Only the previous day 
he had received a circular signed by the 


a clergyman of some standing in the 
religious and political world, in which he 
said— 

“Tn view of this and the other doubtful 
features of the Bill, which are opposed to the 
traditional policy of the Liberal Party, and 
which will accentuate existing religious differ- 
ences in Ireland instead of providing a 
national settlement of this important question, 
the executive committee earnestly recommends 
the postponement of the Bill with a view to 
its Amendment on lines analagous to those of 
the Manchester University.” 

When it was suggested that this new Uni- 
versity should be analogous to the Man- 
chester University, the fact remained 
that the present scheme was like nothing 
in the whole history of University 
creation, either in the heavens above, 
the earth below, or the waters beneath. 
There was not a single Roman Catholic 
University in Europe founded or estab- 
lished on lines of this sort. It was true 
they had a Roman Catholic University in 
Belgium, but the Catholics found the 
money for it, and therefore they were 
entitled to control it. The State found 
the money for Universities in Germany 
and Austria, but the State preserved a 
superior control. There was not a 
vestige of control in the State in regard 
to the money which was being provided 
under this Bill for a University 
of a denominational character. Could 
anyone deny that these new Universities, 
from the very moment of their inception, 
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would be absolutely denominational, and 
yet all this was being done with State 
money. Mr. Hirst Hollowell denounced 
the proposal in no unmeasured terms. 
The House was being kept in the dark 
as to what the names of these new 
Universities were to be. The Third 
Reading was to take place on Saturday, 
and up to the present no suggestion 
whatever had been made in regard to the 
name. The clause said it would be 
determined by His Majesty the King, 
and the Chief Secretary said it would be 
determined by the governing body after 
hey had been called into existence. The 
reason he was anxious upon this point 
was that they had in Dublin the Uni 
versity of Dublin or Trinity College, 
and he was anxious that in the christening 
of the new University there would be no 
interference in title by the adoption of 
anything that would conflict with the 


| well-known name of the University of 
Rev. John Hirst Hollowell of Rochdale, | 


Dublin. He knew that the Chief 
Secretary had given him an undertaking 
on this point, but if the choice of the 
name was to be left to the senate they 
ought clearly to understand that the new 
title was not to conflict with the recog- 
nised University of Dublin and Trinity 
College. The Bill had gone out of its 
way to destroy the Royal University, 
which was still a flourishing institution. 
He noticed that within the last month 
over a thousand persons had _ passed 
examinations in that institution. There- 
fore it was still an active working con- 
cern. At the Royal University they 
could get a degree by passing examina- 
tions, and nothing more was required, 
in consequence of their holding extern 
students’ classes. He thought provision 
should be made for these extern students 
who desired to improve their education, 
young clergymen from the country, 
national school teachers, and people in 
the smaller country towns. It would be 
hard on these people to have their exist- 
ing privileges and rights swept away 
while no provision was otherwise made 
for them. 


Amendment proposed— 

‘Tn page 1, line 7, to leave out Clause 1.” 
—(Captain Cruig.) 

Question proposed, “ That the words of 
the clause, to the word ‘ two,’ in page 1, 
line 8, stand part of the Bill.” 
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THe CHIEF SECRETARY For, Nationalist Member for Belfast was also 


TRELAND (Mr. Birrewt, Bristol, N.) 


congratulated the House on_ being 
able to discuss the Bill free from 
the menace of the guillotine, and 


pointed out that hon. Gentlemen had 
referred in their speeches to many 
questions that would ultimately come up 
for consideration on particular Amend- 
ments. The clause had no reference to 
anything of a denominational or unde- 
nominational character. It simply pro- 
posed to establish two Universities in 
Ireland and the extinction of the Royal 
University. It would be impossible, 
however, to create two Universities in 
Ireland and leave the Royal University 
alone. The subject of extern students 
was important, but it would be discussed 


hereafter on an Amendment raising the , 


question. He repeated the assurance 
which he had given already that His 
Majesty would in no circumstances allow 
either of the Univerities in Belfast or 
Dubltia to take any aame which should 
interfere with Trinity College under the 
name of the University of Dublin. 
Whatever would be the name chosen it 
would not be the University of Dublin, 
neither would it make any use of the 
name of Trinity College. The clearest 
possible distinction would be made 
between these two Universities, so that 
a student in [reland would be under no 
mistake as to which University he was 
going to attend. If Clause 1 were 
omitted from the Bill the House might 
as well go home. He admired the way 
in which hon. Members opposite had 
fought this Bill in Committee upstairs— 
their courage, tenacity, and good temper ; 
but it was impossible for him at this 
stage to cut out a clause on which every- 
thing else in the Bill was founded. 


The Government were anxious to 
establish in Ireland a__ teaching 
University, and they wanted to 


associate degrees in Ireland with other 
characteristics than those merely of 
examination. This point had been argued 
over and over again. As to the Univer- 
sity of Belfast, he had been very much 
exposed during the last year to demands 
from the people of Belfast having this 
University in their minds. Personally 
he could not undertake to distinguish 
between the inhabitants of Belfast, though 
the hon. Member opposite admitted that 
there were some influential classes on 
the side of the Chief Secretary. The 


in favour of the proposal, and he repre. 
sented a certain amount of opinion in the 
city. He was animated by the same 
spirit and by the same hope as the hon, 
and gallant Member in wishing to see al] 
sections of opinion brought together in 
support of religious peace, and he was 
encouraged in holding that hope by what 
he heard of the desires and intentions of 
the Roman Catholic population of Belfast 
and neighbourhood to avail themselves of 
the benefits of education within the walls 
of the old Queen’s College, which had 
become a University. Indeed, he was 
encouraged to believe that he might live 
long enough to see the time arrive when 
there would be numbers of Roman 
Catholic students within the walls of the 
University of Belfast and when the ideas 
of the hon. Member and others of his 
way of thinking would be gloriously 
realised. ; 


*Sir WILLIAM ANSON (Oxford Uni- 
versity) expressed his profound dis- 
appointment with the character of the 
Bill. From the outset of his Parlia- 
mentary career he had been a suppcrter of 
a Roman Catholic University in Ireland 


| What he contemplated then was a de- 


nominational University, not a theological 
seminary. When they looked further 
into the way in which the powers con- 
ferred by this clause were exercised, 
when they looked at the constitution of 
the governing body—the right hon. 
Gentleman had stated that it possessed an 
enormous majority of Roman Catholics 
on it—they saw that this was not a 
Roman Catholic University in which 
clergy and laity might work together 
freely in the advancement of learning, 
but an institution which would be wholly 
und solely under the government of 
priests of the higher order. 


Mr. BIRRELL: No. 


*Str WILLIAM ANSON said the right 
hon. Gentleman would carry it out in the 
way by which it was alleged the Act of 
Union was carried. He would buy 
everybody who was worth buying either 
by money or by influence. {MINISTERIAL 
cries of “Oh! Oh!”] He only asked 
hon. Members who said “Oh! Oh!” to 
look at the schedule of the Bill which 
contained the financial provisions, the 
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rovisions about affiliation, the admission 
of outside societies to the government of 
this Roman Catholic University, in order 
to see what he meant. 
fear of contradiction that the right hon. 
Gentleman had bought everybody it was 
necessary to buy. Under these circum- 


this as an undenominational measure ! 
What was his object in putting in a 
clause forbidding a test for teachers? 
What would the right hon. Gentleman 
say of an Education Bill for England in 
which there was a specific clause for- 
bidding any test for teachers, but in 
which the management of the schools or 
Universities was carefully secured to the 
various denominations? What chance 
would a Protestant have of obtaining an 
appointment in a Roman Catholic college 
or University ? 


Mr, BIRRELL: Plenty. 


*Sin WILLIAM ANSON: The right 
hon. Gentleman said “ Plenty”; he was 
not so trustful of English boards of 
management in connection with English 
schools. [An Hon. MEMBER: “ They were 
not elected.”| Nor are these. The right 
hon. Gentleman had unfortunately been 
entrusted with the introduction of two 
Edueation Bills, and when one looked at 
the essentially undenominational character 
of the Bill of 1906, and the essentially 
denominational character of the Bill of 
1908, he could only congratulate him on 
an exhibition of political dexterity. 


Mr. BIRRELL : Have you read Clause 
4 in the Bill of 1906 ? 


*Sir WILLIAM ANSON said the 
right hon. Gentleman had _ repeatedly 
described that clause as a denomi- 


national clause in an undenominational 
sill. The right hon. Gentleman said 
that the merit of it was that it was 
there at all, and he minimised it to an 
extent which made it practically useless 
for a great denomination to which educa- 
tion in this country owed so much. He 
rose only to express his profound disap- 
pointment in this matter. He could not 
vote for the rejection of the first clause 
of the Bill, 


Mr. BIRRELL: Why not? 
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*Sir WILLIAM ANSON said he would 
tell the right hon. Gentleman. He 
thought it was essential that the highest 
education available should be at the 


| service of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 


land, as they could best procure it. 


He 


| would gladly have seen the Bill so framed 
stances what was his object in describing | 


that the advancement of learning and 
the opportunities of study might be 
equally available for the clergy and the 
laity of the Roman Catholic Church, bat 
he did not believe that any University, 
the main purpose of which was the ad 
vancement of learning, could discharge 
that purpose rightly which was under 
clerical domination, whether that domina- 
tion was of a Nonconformist, Anglican, 
or Roman Catholic character. Such as it 
was, he accepted the Bill for what it was 
worth, but he thought the House and the 
country ought to realise the character of 
the Bill they were passing, the extra- 
ordinary contradiction in the action of 
the Government in regard to education 
in Ireland and in England, and the fact 
that they were passing a frankly denomi- 
national measure which placed education 
in Ireland in the hands of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. 


Mr. HUTTON (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Morley) said he desired to make one 
other protest against the root principle of 
the Bill. The hon. Baronet had concluded 
his speech by referring to this Bill as 
frankly denominational. He had always 
taken that view, and he did not think his 
right hon. friend could blame him for 
having done so, and for voting against 
the Bill on that ground. Clause 1 had 
been specially advocated on four grounds, 
namely, that the Universities were too 
free, non-federal, residential, and un- 
denominational, All those four defences 
of the clause were absolutely unsound. 
He did not think, in the first instance, 
that the new Dublin University could be 
regarded as free. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had spoken of it as a University that 
would be entirely under clerical control. 
(Cries of “Oh! oh!”|] That was met 
by cries of “Oh! oh!” but there were 
two strongly opposed opinions in regard 
to the matter, and to meet these views his 
right hon. friend had introduced in the 
schedule many checks and counter checks 
to get this kind of influence and the 
other kind of influence to work. When 
that was the case, the Government could 
not claim that they had carried out the 
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promise that the University was to be 
residential. His right hon. friend could 
not justify that claim. Two small col- 
leges were to be recognised—the Magee 
and the Maynooth—and there would be 
opportunities for the same kind of treat- 


ment to a large number of other 
kinds of colleges which had a 
large number of students. That might 


be good, bad, or _ indifferent, but 
it was not a residential University. He 
did not think the proposal could be com- 
mended on the ground that the Univer- 
sity was free and residential. They had 
had the justification placed before them 
that these Universities were non-federal. 
It had been said that Universities with 
federated colleges at great distances from 
one another were bad in principle and 
must not be adopted in future. The 
glory of the Bill which they were passing 
was that it was free from old principles, 
and that it established Universities on a 
new principle. What was to happen was 
the establishment of a University with 
three colleges—one in Dublin, one in 
Cork, and one in Galway. It was 
a curious thing that the college to 
be established in Belfast was to be 
omitted trom that University. They were 
going to have in Belfast a University 
separately established. Was that the 
sole reason why it was omitted? It 
seemed to him obvious that the reason 
was that they were going to get three 
colleges of a similar and homogeneous 
denominational type in connection with 
the new Dublin University. That was 
perfectly obvious on the tace of it. In 
Dublin they would have two colleges side 
by side—one Trinity, and another the 
name of which he did not know. The 
Government were seeking to establish 
three denominational colleges, and not to 
abolish the federal system. ‘lhey could 
have made arrangements with Trinity, 
a Parliamentary representative of Dublin 
University having made certain offers on 
behalf of that college with the view to 
the demands of the Roman Catholics 
being met. If the right hon. Gentleman 
had taken those offers as a basis, he did 
not think there would have been much 
difficulty in the long run of establishing a 
college where both Protestants and Roman 
Catholics would have been able to go 
What was now proposed might be right 
or wrong, but he maintained that it was 
not an undenominational University. 
What would have been said if the Leader 


Mr, Hutton, 
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of the Opposition had introduced such a 
Bill as that now before the House? He 
doubted whether the Conservative Party, 
in view of the feeling in these days, 
would ever have dared to bring in such a 
Bill. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said no one would be surprised at the 
action of the mover and seconder of the 
Amendment nor at the speech of the hon, 
Gentleman who had just satdown. That 
speech was only interesting to him for 
one observation. The hon. Member 
seemed to think that it would have been 
a more reasonable proceeding if the 
circumstances of the Catholics of Ireland 
had been dealt with in conjunction with 
Trinity College. Of course he knew that 
-o proposal to deal with that grievance 
by putting a second college in ‘the U ni- 


versity of Dublin was denounced and 
rejected by Trinity College. That was 


He meant that the 
grievance should be met by 
building a Catholic chapel in Trinity 
College. That was interesting as coming 
from him, and when the question arose 
later as to the building of denomi- 
national chapels within the precincts of 
these Universities he hoped the action of 
the hon. Gentleman would be consistent 
with the declaration he had now made. 


not what he meant. 
Catholic 


Mr. HUTTON: What I said was 
that in a frankly denominational Uni- 
versity I saw no objection to a denomi- 
national chapel. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND 
not risen merely for the purpose of 
arguing that matter with the hon. 
Gentleman, whose views were perfectly 
well known as_ those of a perfectly 
frank and consistent opponent of this 


said he had 


Bill on every possible occasion when 
a vital Amendment had been _ pro- 
posed. Nor had he risen for the 
purpose of arguing with the hon. Gentle- 
men who moved and seconded the 


rejection of the clause, but he had risen 
in consequence of what he must describe 
as the extraordinary speech of the hon. 
Baronet the Member for Oxford University. 
That hon. Gentleman commenced his 
speech by reminding the House that 
he had always been in favour of what he 
called a Catholic University for Ireland, 
and that even when his own party did 
not share that view and were opposed to 
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that course as impracticable he voted in| was to be constituted. It was a Senate 

favour of a Catholic University for of thirty-five members. The Chancellor 

Ireland, and yet he proceeded to criticise | of the University, one; the Presidents 

this Bill on the utterly false ground of the Constituent Colleges, three ; 

that it was a denominational Bill and | persons nominated by His Majesty, of 

that it created a Catholic University.| whom at least one should be a woman, 

The attitude of the hon. Gentleman | four; elected by the governing body of 

was utterly inconsistent, and he could | the new College having its seat in Dublin, 

not understand how an hon. Gentleman | three; at least being members of an 

whom they always understood to be} Academic Council in the College, six; 

a friend to a fair settlement of the | elected by the governing body of Queen’s 

question and who had on more than one | College, Cork, and two being members 

occasion made very broad-minded and_| of the Academic Council of the College, 

friendly speeches on the matter, should | four ; elected by the governing body of 

have put into his remarks that afternoon | Queen’s College, Galway, two being 

such apparently bitter hostility. It was | members of the Academic Council of the 

all very well to tell them that he was in | College, four ; the Registrar, one ; elected 

favour of a settlement of the question | by Convocation, eight ; and four co-opted 

which was impracticable. But here was | —total, thirty-five. That would be a 

a practicable settlement of the question | freely elected body. It was little short 
which had a chance of passing, and the | of absurd for anybody to say that in the 

hon. Gentleman seized the oppor-| future this University would be governed 
tunity of delivering what one might, or controlled by the hierarchy or anybody 

almost call a cruel and malignant attack | except the body forming the University 

on the Bill. [Cries of “Oh.”] Perhaps! just in the same way as all other Univer- 

he ought not to use the word “ malignant,” sities in the country. The second 
he had no desire to be offensive, but he | argument the hon. Gentleman used 

could not understand the haste with was as to the power of affiliation, to 
which the hon. Gentleman had rushed! which he apparently strongly objected. 

into the fray against this practical The power of affiliation which was con- 
effort, excusing himself by saying that tained in the Bill was a proposal almost 
in the past he hal supported measures the same as the power of affiliation to be 
then impossible to carry out. What was found in the charters of every one of 
the argument of the kon. Gentleman?! the newly created Universities in this 
He said that these were denominational | country, such as Manchester, Leeds, and 
Universities, because they were governed | Shettield. The hor. Gentleman had utterly 
and controlled by the hierarchy in failed to adduce any sound argument 
Ireland or because the one in Dublin, to show that his contention that this 
at all events, would be controlled by the | would be a clerically governed University 
hierarchy in Ireland. How did he make was right. He hoped the Amendment 
that out? The University in Dublin would be rejected at once, and that 
would be governed by aSenate nominated the House would proceed with the 
by the Crown for the first five years. consideration of the Bill in detail. 

That Senate consisted of about forty | 

members of whom only four or five were! *Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) 
clergymen. Their names were before said he had increasing admiration for the 
the House, and how anyone reading facility of the hon. Gentleman the 
these names could say that for the first Member for Waterford for forgetting 
five years, at any rate, those Universities { very obvious facts. During the Committee 
were to be controlled by the hierarchy stage of the Bill there was an important 
passed his understanding. At the end Amendment in the name of his hon. 
of five years the University would bej| friend the Member for the Cambridge 
governed by a freely-elected Senate on University. That Amendment, if it had 
which no single elergyman of any | gone to a division in the ordinary way, 
denomination—bishop or priest—would would have been carried against the 
have a seat ex-officio. No man could sit Gevernment. The Chief Secretary felt that 
on that new Senate after five years unless | he would prefer that a division should not 
he was elected, with the single exception take place on that occasion. And why ? 
of those nominated by the Crown. Let Because he was not personally in sym- 
him remind the House how the Senate pathy with that Amendment which gave 
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power to the Roman Catholic author- 
ities to build a chapel within the 
precincts of the University College in 
Dublin. What happened? That Amend- 
ment was referred to the hierarchy in the 
hope—[Cries of “No.”] He made the 
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*Mr. BARRIE: With all respect I say 
that what I have stated actually took 
place—[Cries of “Name”]—and after 
that the Amendment was reluctantly 
accepted by the Chief Secretary. 





statement on his own _ responsibility. 
That Amendment was referred to the | 
hierarchy. 


Mr. BIRRELL: By whom ? 
*Mr. BARRIE: By the Chief Secretary. | 
Mr. BIRRELL: Nothing of the sort. 


*Mr. 
directly. 


BARRIE; Not directly but in- 


Mr. 
directly. 


BIRRELL : 
I utterly deny it. 


*Mr. BARRIE: 
admitted he did 


The Chief Secretary 
not like it. This 


Amendment was finally inserted in the | 


Bill. 


Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Univer- | 


sity): May I make one thing clear ? The 
Amendment alluded to was my Amend- 
ment, and it is stated that it was 
referred, by someone unknown, to the | 
hierarchy. I did not communicate with 
any single priest or bishop. If it was com- 
municated to the hierarchy I had nothing 
to do with it. 

Mr. BIRRELL: Nor I. 

SeverAL HON. 
did it? 


MEMBERS: Who 


*Mr. BARRIE: It was communicated 
to the hierarchy. All I said was that it 
was communicated by someone. I did not 
refer to the hon. Member for Cambridge 


University. 


Mr. BIRRELL: No, no. The hon. 
Member is entirely mistaken. The 
Amendment relating to the chapel ques- 
tion was never socommunicated. On the | 
chapel question there was never any 
meeting of the bishops. The thing the | 
hon. Member has in mind is probably a 
meeting of the bishops at Maynooth with 
reference to an Amendment of the Mem- 
ber for Cambridge University imposing 
conditions of residence, 


Mr. Barrie. 


Not directly nor in- | 


Mr. BIRRELL: Not a bit. That. is 
|absolutely untrue. There was no com. 
| munication with any bishop whatever 
| with reference to the question of the 
| chapel—absolutely none. 


*Mr. BARRIE: I fully accept the 
Chief Secretary’s assurance, while still 
srying, with all respect and asking the 
| House to accept this statement, that the 
| fact remains that the opinion of the Irish 
| bishops was taken on this important 


Amendment, and that their opinion 
prevailed, 

SeveraAL HON. MEMBERS: By 
whom ? 
| 

*Mr. BARRIE: And that serious 


alteration was made in the Bill. 
Mr. BIRRELL: Not at all. 


*Mr. BARRIE: Said it was well 
known that the hierarchy had shapod 


this Bill from beginning to end. He 
/was sorry that some of his Noncon- 


'formist friends—he spoke as a Non- 
conformist himself—seemed to accept 
this repudiation by the Chief Secre- 
tary. He was sorry he was unable to 
| do so. He still believed that the policy 
|of the hierarchy was the policy ot 
this whole Bill. He would have lad 
the greatest sympathy with the Govern- 
|ment if they had come to the House 
and said frankly, “We wish to endow 
a Roman Catholic University in Ire- 
land.” He thought that many friends of 
higher education would have said that 
the Government would be able to make 
out a strong case for it; but he had no 
sympathy, on ‘the contrary, he had the 
greatest contempt for intriguing and wire- 
pulling which had finally brought them 
to the stage they had arrived at that 
afternoon. In the Chief Secretary’s brief 
contribution to the debate he had again 
asserted, what he had previously asserted 
| in the Committee upstairs, that he had 
the people of Belfast behind him in plant- 
ing a University in that city. 





Mr. BIRRELL: 
thing of the kind. 
pe ople i in Belfast. 


I did not say any- 
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*\fr. BARRIE said he accepted the 
qualification but did not think that they 
were very much further advanced. They 
knew that the professorial classes in 
Belfast were in sympathy with this move- 
ment, but that all the public bodies who 
had met since the Bill was introduced 
and during the intervening months had 
repudiated this settlement of the higher 
education question. As bearing out what 
he had said he might be allowed to quote 
the latest deliverance of the Higher Edu- | 
cation Committee of the Presbyterian | 
Church. They had spoken in terms 
which even the Chief Secretary could not 
minimise as to what their opinion of the | 
Bill was, and this was an opinion ex- 
pressed on the Bill since it came out of 
Committee— 





| 
| 


“The Commission of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, having 
full power to speak in the name of the Church, 
has observed with gravest concern that in the 
progress of the Irish Universities Bill through 
Committee of the House Of Commons, the 
sectarian character and tendencies of the con- 
stitution of his proposed new University and 
college for Roman Catholies so strongly con- 
demned at the special meeting of the General 
Assembly in April last, had been seriously | 
increased, all Amendments designed to make 
the new institutions less denominational having | 
been systematically rejected. 

“As a result, if the measure as amended in | 
Committee passes into law a denominational 
University with denominational constituent 
colleges will, in contravention of the settled 
policy of the past forty years be irrevocably | 
established in this country.” 


He left it there. Even the Chief | 
Secretary knew the numbers and the 
influence of the Presbyterian Church. 
That was the opinion of that body and | 
he agreed with 1t. 

Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, S.) said | 
he largely agreed with the views expressed | 
on the Bill by hon. Members behind | 
him. It had been said by the hon. | 
Member for the Morley division that | 
if they (the Opposition) had proposed | 
a Bill anything like this the opposition | 
offered to it would have been very | 
different from that which was now being 
offered to it in that House. The Leader 
of the Opposition had held the office of 
Leader of the Unionist Party for a longer 
period than any other leader formany years. 
He enjoyed the confidence and support of | 
his party to a degree that could never be | 
exceeded, and he was a strong and power- | 
ful advocate of the extension of University | 
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education in Ireland. But notwithstand- 
ing that fact, even his great weight, and 
ability had been insufficient to enable the 
party to bring in a measure of the kind. 
No one could wonder that hon. Members 
behind him renewed the protests they 
made on the Second Reading, because it 
must be remembered that the Govern- 


| ment were inviting the House to agree 


to a departure of the gravest possible 
kind, which might be of the utmost 
moment not only to the education of 
Ireland but to the cause of education 
elsewhere. This momentous step was 
being taken at the fag end of a session, 
and the time alloted for the consideration 
of the Amendments on the Paper were of 
the briefest kind. But whether they liked 
the Bill or not, the Second Reading 
had been passed by an overwhelming 
majority of the House and the Bill had 
gone through Committee. But during 
its progress it had been materially 
altered, in what he and others considered 
a wrong direction. No one who 
examined the Bill on its merits now 
could but say that it was in a very much 
larger degree a purely denominational 
Bill than when it was read a second 
time. An impartial man would find it 


| difficult to recognise in it the measure 


which the Chief Secretary asked leave to 
introduce, and all that could be expected 
now was that Amendments might be 
inserted on the Report Stage which would 
improve the measure, especially with 
regard to the control that was going to 
be exercised over the Universities. He 
would, therefore, suggest to his hon. 
friends that having expressed their 
views they should proceed with the 
Amendments with a view to improving 
the measure. 


*Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim 8.) 
said the question asked by the hon. and 
learned Member for Waterford as to how 
it could be contended for a moment that 
the Universities to be set up by this Bill 
could be controlled by the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy was best answered by 
another question, which was how had 
the present Queen’s Colleges in Ireland 
been controlled and practically ruined by 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy and priest- 
hood. Everybody knew that the reason 
this Bill was introduced was that the 
RomanCatholic hierarchy was not satisfied 
with the present University education 
provided. Forty or fifty years ago a 

N 2 
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meeting of the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in Ireland discussed whether it was 
right of Roman Catholic parents to allow 
their children to attend the Queen’s Col- 
leges. By a majority of one it was decided 
1t was not. 
Colleges as godless institutions, and 
said that parents allowing their children 
to attend incurred grave responsibility, 


and the effect was that these institutiors | 


from that time had been practically 
starved out of existence. In like manner 
could the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
destroy the usefulness of the Dublin 
University now proposed to be set up. 
The Roman Catholic hierarchy claimed 
a solute control in the domain of educa- 
tion as they did in that of religion, 
and if that was the case it 
perfectly plain that they would control 
these new institutions. Whether it was 
a question of primary, secondary, or Uni- 
versity education, the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy would be the final judges. 
The whole question of affiliation was 
bound up with denominationalism. 
It simply meant affiliation of May- 


in the North of Ireland. The import- 
ance of this question would be realised 
by the House when he 
them that Maynooth was a very large 
institution, and that the number of 
students who would take advantage of 
the right of affiliation proposed to be 
given to the institution would probably 
out-number students in any one, and 


possibly in any two, of the con- 
stituent colleges in the University. 


To give those students all the rights 
and privileges of the parent Univer- 
sity was a very important proposal, 
when they remembered that the institu- 
tion existed entirely for the education of 
persons for the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood. When they remembered further 
that all those students could take a 
degree at this new University and ipso 
fucto became members of the ultimate 
governing body of the University—[An 
tion. MemBer: They only get vetes for 
Convocation. |—He said “ultimate govern- 
ing body,” because Convocation would 
appoint the actual governing body of the 
University, and it did not take much 
calculation to realise that in a very short 
time the Convocation in Dublin would be 
composed very largely—he did not say 


they would be the majority—of priests | 


Mr. Charles Craig. 


{COMMONS} 
|of the Roman Catholic Church. 


should that not be so?” 


They described the Queen’s | 


was | 
|a@ great many of the arguments which 


perfectly well to be the fact. 
nooth and possibly of Magee College | 


reminded | 
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An 
Hon. Member: Why not?) ‘Those uw 
were in favour of the Bill said—* Why 
But they who 
opposed it said the reason it should 
not be so was because they wanted 
to see education in Ireland developed 
on undenominational lines. He submitted 
that it was absolutely futile to contend 
any longer that the proposals of this Bill 
were unsectarian and undenominational, 


They were nothing of the sort ; and if 
the Chief Secretary would once and for 
all give up that line of argument, and 


frankly admit what practically everybody 
knew, that this was a denominational 


proposal, he did not pretend to say that 


they would vote for the Bills, but he 
could assure the right hon. Member that 


would be used in reference to the various 
proposals would be omitted. If the right 
hon. Gentleman once for all admitted 
that this was a denominational Bill he 
would be simply telling them that which 
everybody in his heart of hearts knew 
Those who 
shared his views were absolutely opposed 
to these proposals, believing that they 
would work a good deal of harm and 
that, far from bringing Roman Catholics 
and Protestants together, as the mght 
hon. Gentleman said he devoutly hoped 
they would, they would have the opposite 
effect. The right hon. Gentleman had 
told them that he was animated by the 
hope that even in his lifetime he would 
see that the effect of these Universities 
would be to bring Roman Catholics and 
Protestants together. That, to his mind, 
was the vainest and most ridiculous hope 


' that could possibly be entertained by any 


man in ‘that House. The effect of the 
Bill was bound to be the very reverse. 
It had been the reverse in_ the 
ease of elementary education, and how 
could they possibly expect that it 
would be different in the case of University 
education? It seemed to him to be 
against all logic and common sense to say 
that they were going to bring two great 
religious denominations together by 
providing every facility for their keeping 
apart. Surely, if they wanted to bring the 
denominations together they should do it 
at the stage of elementary education, and 
keep them together from that time 
onward, till their education was 
completed. Of course, he recognised 
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it was impossible now to have any 
hope of making primary education un- 
denominational in Ireland; that hope 
had long past; but the people 
of the North of Ireland had hoped 
that at any rate University education 
would be saved from this denomina- 
tionalising process which he was sorry to 
say might, he would not say ruin, but 
seriously disfigure education in Ireland. 
He protested against the statement so 
often made by 


that the Bill was undenominational, 
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the Chief Secretary | 
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bers opposite—when it was remembered 
how they had acted for the last four or 
five years on the educational question in 
England—offering to them in Ireland a 
new system of University education based 
on the very foundation which they them- 
selves for years past had been decrying 
and endeavouring to root up in this 
country. 


Question put. 
The 


House divided :—Ayes, 231; 





and he protested against hon. Mem- Noes, 31. (Division List No 213.) 
AYES. 


Abraham, William(Cork, N.F.) 
Agar-Robartes, Hon. T.C.R. 
Allen, A.Acland(Christehurch) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Ashley, W. W. 

Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury,E.) 
Balfour, RtHn. A.J.(City Lond.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Jarnes, G. N. 

Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 
Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 
Belloc, Hilaire Joseph Peter R. 
Bertram, Julius 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Burnes, Rt. Hon. John 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 

Byles, William Pollard 
Cameron, Robert 

Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Clynes, J. R. 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 

Corbett,C.H(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 

Craig, Herbert J. (‘Tynemouth) 
Crean, Eugene 

Crooks, William 

Cullinan, J. 

Curran, Peter Francis 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David( Montgomery Co. 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 

Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Joseph 

Dillon, John | 

Donelan, Captain A. 





| Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 


| Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
| Fuller, John Michael F. 


Doughty, Sir George 

Duffy, William J. 

Dunean, C.(Barrow-in-Furness 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evans, Sir Samuel T. 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Farre!l, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munre 
Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 


Flynn, James Christopher 


Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Gladstone,Rt.Hn. Herbert Jn. 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Gulland, John W. 

Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Halpin, J. 

Harcourt, Rt.Hn. L.(Rossendale | 
Hardie,J. Keir( Merthyr Tydvil) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 


| Harrington, Timothy 


Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Haworth, Arthur A. e 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hills J. W. 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Water 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Illingworth, Perey H. 
Jackson, R. S. 

Johnson, John (Gateshkeed) 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kavanagh, Walter M. 


Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kerry, Ear! of 
Kettle, Thomas Michael 


| Kilbride, Denis 


Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe ; 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lever, A. Levy(Essex,Harwich 
Lewis, John Herbert 


| Lundon, W. 


Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Maepherson, J. T. 

Mac Veagh, Jeremiah(Down.S. ) 
MacVeigh, Charles(Donegal,E.) 
M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
M‘Killop, W. 

Magnus, Sir Philip 


| Mallet, Charles E. 


Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 
Meehan,Francis E.(Leitrim .N.) 
Meehan, Patrick A.(Queen’s Co. 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Mond, A. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell, Philip 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, Horatio 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Napier, T. B. 

Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nugent, Sir Walter Richard 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William Cork) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O’Doherty, Philip 
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O'Donnell, John (Mayo, 8.) 

©’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O'Grady, J. 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 
Parker,Sir Gilbert (Gravesend, 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
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Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Russell, T. W. 


| Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 

| Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
| Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 

| Schwann,Sir C. E.(Manchester) 
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Tillett, Louis John 

Torrance, Sir A. M. 
Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Wardle, George J. 

Wason, John Catheart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 





Partington, Oswald 
Percy, Earl 
Phillips, John (Longford, S.) 
Picker$gill, Edward Hare 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) | 
tea, Russell (Gloucester) 
teddy, M. 
Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
{ichards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts,Sir JohnH.(Denbighs.) | 
Robertson,SirG. Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 


Sears, J. E. 
Seddon, J. 
Shaw, Rt. Hon 


Spicer, Sir Albe 


Strauss, E. A. ( 
Summerbell, T. 


Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 


Stanley, Hn.A. 
Steadman, W. C. 
Strachey, Sir E 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 


Sutherland, J. E. 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
| Thorne, G.R.(Wolverhampton) | 


Watt, Henry A. 

White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, RtHn.Sir ThomasP, 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, P. W. (St.Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. 'T. (Westhoughton) 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


. 'T. (Hawick B.) 


rt 
Lyulph(Chesh. ) 


dward 
Abingdon) 
TELLERS FOR THE AyEs—Mr. 


Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood, RtHon.SirAlex.F, 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Barrie, H. T.(Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
; Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Cave, George 

Clark, George Smith 
Craig,Charles Curtis (Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain James(Down,E. ) 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 


Guinness, Walt 
Hamilton, Mar¢ 
Harris, Frederi 


Hutton, Alfred 


Lowe, Sir Fran 


*Mr. C. J. ODONNELL (Newington, 
Walworth) moved an Amendment to 
Clause 1, which would have had the effect 
of authorising the foundation of only one 
new University, with its seat in Dublin. 
He that he addressed himself to 
the Bill because he was the only graduate 
of the Royal University on that side of 
the House and the Royal University was 
being destroyed by this Bill. The re- 
markable point about the Bill was that it 
created two Universities. The demand 
from Lreland had never been for two but 
for one extra University, a Catholic Uni- 
versity in Dublin, and the point of his 
Amendment was that if it was necessary 
to create a Catholic University, and the 
demand had been made by numbers of 
venerable and educated men, men whose 
opinion ought to be listened to, surely 
the demand might be granted without 
destroying the University which already 
existed. The whole basis of the Bill was 
the inaccurate assertion that the Royal 


“y 
saia 


Harrison- Broadley, H. B. 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Long, Rt,Hn.Waiter(Dublin,S.) 
MacCaw, William J.MacGeagh 
Morgan, J. Lioyd(Carmarthen) 
Oddy, John James 


O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Sloan, Thomas, Henry 
Staveley-Hill, Henry(Staff’sh, 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark 
Valentia, Viscount 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 
Wolt!, Gustav Wilhe:m 


er Edward 
juess of 
‘k Leverton 


Eddison 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors-—-Mr. 
Lonsdale and Mr. Moore. 


‘is William 


University had been a failure. The 
Queen’s University last year had more than 
4,000 students on its list, a larger number 
than any other University in the three 
Kingdoms except London. It would strike 
one as the natural course for the Govern- 
ment to take under the circumstances was 
to deal with the particular demand and 
to create a Catholic University, because 
Gentlemen opposite, who represented 
extreme Protestant opinion, had said 
they would consider favourably the 
creation of a Catholic University, and 
he held that it was the feeling of a very 
large number of Protestants in Ireland. 
But it did not at all necessitate the 
destruction of the existing University. 
It was alleged that the Royal University 
had been a failure because Catholics 
were prevented from going to it by 
their clerical superiors, but it had not 
only been attended by this large body 
of students but had also been remark- 
ably successful. Professors, members of 
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the Bar, and crowds of medical men had University, and he had never denied that 


gone through the Arts course and he 
believed there were four distinguished 
Judges who were graduates 
Royal University. 
had reached the House of Lords. He 
could not, therefore, understand what 
the position taken by the Government 
in this matter was. It was an entirely 
illiberal proposal to destroy a successful 
unsectarian University. It was very 
good of hon. Gentlemen opposite to 
accept the measure, but he was afraid 
they did not remember that while 
conciliating one part of Ireland they 
were doing a very appreciable wrong 
to another part. The province of Ulster 
ought to be considered. They had no 
right to force on the North of Ireland 
a system which they would not have 
in the South of Ireland. He proposed 
his Amendment as a protest on behalf 
of the Royal University which he 
thought was being extremely badly 
used. Its Convocation had passed 
resolutions hostile to the measure and 
they had been treated with absvlute 
disregard. He did not know that 
Convocation was even consulted by the 


Chief Secretary. That was not the 
way to go to work. It was entitled 
to be treated with some degree of 


respect, but it had been thrown aside 
--for what motive he would not. say. 
If they already had an undenominational 
University why should they have a 
second when nobody had asked for it ? 
The only plan was to create a denomina- 
tional University in Dublin. 


Mr. MOORE seconded. 


Amendment proposed— 

“In page 1, line 8, to leave out from the word 
‘found ’ to end of the subsection, and to insert 
the words ‘one new University in Ireland, 
having its seat at Dublin.’”"—(Mr. C. J. 
O’ Donnell.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘two’ stand part.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said the hon. Member 
would realise that it was undesirable for 
him to argue the whole question over 
again, and to state why they had found 
it necessary to substitute for the Royal 
University a University of another 
character. The hon. Member naturally 
attached importance to the old Royal 


of the| 
Two members of it! 





as an examining body, and as far as an 
examining body could be a University at 
all, it fulfilled its duty well. The 4,000 
students who the hon. Member said 
attended it had only attended the ex- 
amination hall. Ireland was discontented 
at being confined to the existing colleges. 
He did not think he could usefully occupy 


| the time of the House further. 


Amendment negatived. 


Captain CRAIG moved an Amend- 
ment to the clause providing that the 
names of the two Universities should be the 
Royal University, Dublin, and the Queen’s 
University, Belfast. He said it was de- 
sired that the new Universities should be 
called by names which would assure 
that as far as Dublin was concerned 
the new University there should not 
clash with Trinity. Some of them 
were convinced that they could not 
possibly have a better name for the 
Belfast University than the Queen’s. It 
was well known, for he could not tell how 
many years, as the Queen’s College, Belfast, 
and Queen’s University before it, and the 
name had carried weight throughout the 
world. In regard to Dublin they thought 
it would meet with the approval of every- 
one in Ireland that it should be called 
the Royal University. As the right 
hon. Gentleman had given up all hope of 
being able to find a name himself and 
intended to shelve it on to other 
shoulders, they had taken the bold step of 
perpetuating the name which at present 
existed, though he feared the new college 
would compare very unfavourably with 
the old. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG seconded. 


Amendment proposed— 

“In page 1, line 11, to leave out from the 
word ‘corporate,’ to the word ‘and,’ in line 13, 
and to insert the words ‘named the Royal 
University, Dublin, and the ‘ Queen’s Univer- 
sity,’ Belfast, respectively.” —(Captain Craig.) 

Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Bill.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said he was rather 
surprised that the hon. Gentlemen should 
be so anxious to be godfathers to these 
two colleges. The responsibility was too 
great to be thrown upon him to deter- 
mine by what name they should be called: 
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The question was under careful considera- 
tion, and so far as Belfast was concerned, 
the general feeling was in favour of its 
being called Queen’s University. But 
he was not in a position to assert that 
that would be the title, because it was an 
important subject on which a great 
number of people would like to be con- 
sulted, and it was a matter of the Royal 
prerogative. He thought Queen’s Univer- 
sity, Belfast, would at all events receive the 
support of a very large number of persons 
who were likely to be connected with it. 
In regard to the University in Dublin, 
that was a matter in which the Senate 
and also the general opinion amongst 
those who were likely to frequent the Uni- 
versity and who were interested in its suc- 
cess were entitled to be consulted, and he 
was certainly not in a position now to de- 
clare what the name of the University was 
to be. He could only repeat what he had 
said over and over again, that His Majesty 
would certainly not consent to any name 
which would in any way be liable to be 
confused with the University of Dublin 
and Trinity College. At present he was 
not in a position to go further. 


Mr. WALTER LONG thought the 
right hon. Gentleman’s assurance might 
be accepted as satisfactory. He was, 
however, rather surprised, having regard 
to the great questions which he had been 
able to solve without much regard to the 
feelings of many people in Ireland, that 
he had not been able to solve the minor 
question of the name of the Universities. 
He might very well have taken the 
decision of the question into his own 
hands. However, they were entirely in 
his hands, and he thought they might 
rest satisfied. 


CapTaIn CRAIG asked leave to with- 
draw his Amendment after the assurances 
given by the right hon. Gentleman. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. MOORE moved an Amendment 
designed to secure that there should be a 
ong lay majority on the governing 

dy. The Chief Secretary had told them 
that this was to be an absolutely free and 
unfettered governing body, in no way 
subject to clerical control. To enable the 
Chief Secretary to carry out that inten- 
tion it was very desirable that the statute 


Mr. Pirvell. 
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should contain what was a very reason. 
able provision to secure that when this 
new University was set up there should 
at least be a lay majority on the 
governing body. He could not see what 
objection the Chief Secretary could have 
to his proposal. A very customary argu- 
ment against this Amendment in Com- 
mittee was that it was an insult to limit 
the clergy to a possible one fourth of the 
governing body. He moved this Amend- 
ment for the real benefit of University 
education, and at the risk of being 
described as “insulting” he would 
persist in it. He had no wish to say any- 
thing insolent in regard to the ministers 
connected with any church; he con- 
sidered his action in this matter and the 
action of those who supported him in 
limiting the number of clergy would not 
by any means be so insulting as the 
proposal of the hon. and learned Member 
for Waterford which disqualified clergy- 
men under the Local Government Act. 
He wished to disclaim any such sinister 
or malignant intention, but he desired the 
House to see that a rational and reason- 
able safeguard was put into the Bill, 
because charters might be altered or 
modified. He hoped the House would 
see that the governing bodies of these 
institutions which would have the control 
of State funds were free from clerical 
control and that would be secured by the 
adoption of this Amendment. 


Mr. BARRIE, in seconding, said he had 
been reading the statute of the great Uni- 
versity at Sydney where the clergy were 
not allowed to form more than one-third 
of the Senate. He thought that amply 
justified this Amendment, which, upon 
other grounds as well, they were anxious 
to have inserted. He would have the 
same objection to Presbyterian clergymen 
on the governing body of the Belfast 
University, because he thought the 
clerical element should be kept in a 
minority. He begged leave to second 
the Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 1, line 18, at the end, to insert the 
words, ‘ Provided that any governing body 
under this Act shall be composed as to three- 
fourths thereof of laymen,’ ”—(Mr. Moore.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 
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Mr. BIRRELL said he could not be a | 
party to placing a permanent disqualifi- 


rsons who were trained divines either 
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time. What about elections to the House 
of Commons? Was it an insult to say that 


Universities Bill. 


cation mpon an educational matter upon | there should be a majority of laymen on 
| 


of one Church or another. Personally. | 
be would much sooner deal with a cleric | 
than with a clerically-minded layman. | 
If they were going to exclude the clergy 
on educational grounds they were practic- | 
ally declaring that the electorate were | 
incapable of choosing their own govern- | 
ing body. He thought that would be | 
inflicting upon the electorate something | 
approaching an insult, because they would | 
practically be saying that they were not | 
fit to elect the persons to represent them | 
on the governing body, and they would | 
only be allowing them to elect their | 
representatives subject to the condition | 
that they should not have more than one- | 
fourth of the governing body clergymen. | 
On this matter they must stand for | 
freedom, and it must be left to the people | 





these governing bodies when it was a fact 
that a clergyman could not be elected a 
Member of that House whilst he was in 
Holy Orders? The Amendment simply 
meant that in the government of these 
great educational institutions, the control 
should rest in the hands of the laity, and 
not in the hands of the clergy in any 
Church. Many of them disbelieved in 
Universities being governed by the 
clergy, whether Protestant or Catholic, 
and he would vote as_ consistenly 
and with as much confidence against 
a proposal to vest powers of this kind in 
the clergy of his own Church as he would 
in regard to any other Church, not because 
he was wanting in respect to the clergy 
or did not believe in their capacity or 
fairness, but because he believed that the 
clergy of any Church were governed by 


to select the persons who were best | rules and conditions—and their vision was 


qualified. To his 
would not say admiration — the hon. 
Members representing the North of 
Ireland were advocating undenomina- 
tionalism. The Amendment, however, | 
imposed upon the electorate of the | 
University a condition which declared | 
their incapacity to elect persons they 
might think best fitted. He thought | 
the proposal was unreasonable. If they | 
wanted a University at all they must 
place some measure of confidence in the 
graduates and the professors to chose 
their own governing body. 


Mr. WALTER LONG said the 


views expressed in the Amendment at | 
acceptance | 


one time found general 
on the opposite side of the House, 
but now Liberal Members heard, in 
what they had proudly proclaimed to 
be the greatest Nonconformist Parliament 
ever elected, a member of the Govern- 
ment express his astonishment at an 
Amendment which he had entirely mis- 
described but which simply asked Parlia- 
ment to lay down the governing principle 
of these institutions instead of leaving it 


astonishment — he | frequently narrowed—which made it un- 


desirable that they should exercise the 
far-reaching duties attaching to members 
of governing bodies. The Chief Secretary 
had said that the Amendment imposed a 
disability upon the electorate of the 
Universities; but it did nothing of the 
kind; all it did was to lay down that 
Parliament should decide the principle. 
The question was frequently argued as if 
it arose out of the bigoted views of his 
hon. friends towards the Catholic Church, 
but it was nothing of the kind. It was 
now proposed to ereate a University 
which it was believedwould be largely 
dominated by Catholic influences in 
the South of Ireland, but by other 
influences in the North of Ireland. 
|The Amendment simply meant that 
| Parliament should decide that there should 
| be a majority of laymen on the governing 
| body. They were voting a large sum of 
| public money for the endowment of these 
| Universities. He was a believer in 
| toleration in regard to all religion, and he 
| hoped that this was only the beginning 
| of a general settlement, although he had 
| his doubts. But when they were voting 





to the bodies themselves. The Chief | large sums of money and taking it out of 
Secretary said it was a monstrous thing | the pockets of the people of this country, 
to impose these disabilities upon the | surely Parliament was not only entitled 
clergy. The right hon. Gentleman was | to lay down what should be the govern- 
one of the most distinguished authorities | ing principle, but it was also the 
on history, and surely he could not believe | duty of the House to see that a 
that this Amendment was imposing the | start was made in the right direction. 
disability upon the clergy for the first |The Amendment was a perfectly fair and 
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just one, and four or five years ago it 
would have found almost universal 
acceptance from the supporters of the 
Government. Whatever might have made 
hon. Gentlemen opposite change their 
views, he and his friends had not changed 
theirs. They adhered still to the policy 
which they consistently advocated, and 
they would certainly vote for the 
Amendment. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG said the House 
might assume that the governing bodies 
which the Chief Secretary proposed to 
set up to watch over and direct the 
destinies of these Universities during the 
first five years were, more or less, in the 
right hon. Gentleman’s opinion ideal 
bodies, The first senate of the University 
of Dublin was to be composed of thirty- 
nine persons, of whom about one-sixth 
were clergymen. In the case of Belfast 
University the first senate was to consist 
of thirty-three or thirty-four persons, of 
whom two were clergymen. ‘That being 
so, he did not think anybody could say 
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that the proposal of his hon. friend to 
limit at all times the number of clergy. 
men on the Senates of those Universities 
to one-fourth was unreasonable. He did 
not think the right hon. Gentleman 
would be able to contend that it would 
be impossible to get three-fourths of the 
members without going to the churches 
for them. Both in Dublin and Belfast it 
would be perfectly easy to get the whole 
number without going to the churches, 
There was, he believed, a feeling in all 
parts of the House that the control of 
these new Universities should be, as far 
as possible, in the hands of the laity, 
and that safeguards should be _intro- 
duced to prevent the control from being 
gradually, or possibly suddenly, taken 
out of the hands of the laity and handed 
over tothe clergymen. The Amendment 
proposed by his hon. friend might be 
safely and advantageously adopted. 


Question put. 


The House divided : Ayes, 71 ; Noes, 
219. (Division List No. 214.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Armitage, R. 

Ashley, W. W. 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Barnes, G. N. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Boulton, A. C. F. 

Bull, Sir William James 

Cave, George 

Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Clark, George Smith 

Clough, William 
Coates,MajorE.F. (Lewisham) 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Craig, Charles Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Craig, Herbert J. (Tynemouth) 
Craig,CaptainJames( Down, E.) 
Davies, David (MontgomeryCo. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 

Fell, Arthur 


Goddard, Sir Danie] Ford Percy, Earl 


Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 

Harris, Frederick Leverton 
Harrison-Broadley, H. B. 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wyconibe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hill, Sir Clement 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Kerry, Ear] of 

Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Long,Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee , 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morrison-Bell, Captain 

Nield, Herbert 

Oddy, John James 

O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 


Roberts,S.(Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Sears, J. E. 

Stanley,Hn.A. Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark 
Thornton, Perey M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
Hon. Alfred 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt.Hon.C.B. Stuart- 


NOES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Agar-Robartes, Hon. T. C. R. 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 


Mr. Walter Long. 


Beale, W. P. 


Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnard, E. B 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 


Beauchamp, E. 

Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, ,T.,H. D. 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine , 
Boland, John 


Bowerman, C. W. 
Brace, William 

| Bramsdon, TT. A. 
Brigg, John 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Cameron, Robert 

| Chance, Frederick William 


Williams, Llewelyn (Carmarth’n 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Moore and Mr. Hugh Barrie. 
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d to Clancy, John Joseph Lardner, James Carrige Rushe | Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
ergy- Cleland, J. W. Law, Hugh A, (Donegal, W.) Richards,T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n, 
sities Clynes, J. R. Lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich | Roberts,G.H.(Norwich) =, 
3 Collins,Sir Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W | Lewis, John Herbert Roberts,Sir John H. (Denbighs. 
did Compton-Rickett, Sir J. Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David | Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradf’rd 
eman Condon, Thomas Joseph Lundon, W. | Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
ould Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. | Luttrell, Hugh Fownes Robinson, 8. 
t the Crean, Eugene; Lynch, H. B. my Robson,Sir William Snowdon 
rches Cullinan, J. Macdonald, J.M. (Falkirk B’ghs | Roch, Walter F, (Pembroke), 
wer Curran, Peter Francis MacNeill, John Gordon Switt Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
rs Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) | MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down,S.| Roche, John (Galway, East) 
vhole Delany, William MacVeigh, Charles (Donegal, E.| Rogers, F. E. Newman 
‘ches, Devlin, Joseph M’Hugh, Patrick A. Rowlands, J. 
n all Dickinson, W.H..(St.Pancras,N. M’Kean, John Russell, T. W. 
rol of Dillon, John M’Killop, W. Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
) Donelan, Captain A. M’Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) | Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland 
as far Doughty, Sir George M’Micking, Major G. Schwann,Sir C.E.(Manchester) 
laity, Duity, William J. Mallet, Charles E. Seaverns, J. H. 
intro- Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln | Seddon, J. 
being Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) Massie, J. Sheehan, Daniel Danie 
taken Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) Meagher, Michae]} Shipman, Dr. John G. 
7 Erskine, David C. Meehan, Francis E. (Leitrim,N | Sileock, Thomas Ball 
nded Esmonde, Sir Thomas Meehan, PatrickA.(Queen’s Co. | Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
iment Evans, Sir Samuel T. Menzies, Walter | Snowden, P. 
ht be Everett, R. Lacey Middlebrook, William Spicer, Sir Albert 
Farrell, James Patrick Mond, A. Strachey, Sir Edward 
Fenwick, Charles Mooney, J. J. Straus, B. S. (Mile End), 
Ferens, T. R. Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) Summerbell, T. 
i" Ferguson, R. C. Munro Morrell, Philip Sutherland, J. E. 
Noes, Ffrench, Peter Murnaghan, George Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Field, William Murphy, John (Kerry, East) Thomas,Sir A.(Glamorgan, E.)} 
Flynn, James Christopher Myer, Horatio Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Foster, Rt. Hon, Sir Walter Nannetti, Joseph P. Torrance, Sir A. M. 
Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert John Napier, T. B. Toulmin, George 
lesall} Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) Nicholson,Charles N.(Doncast’r | Trevelyan, Charles Philips} 
ee Gwynn, Stephen Lucius Nolan, Joseph Ure, Alexander 
“4 Halpin, J. Norton, Capt. Cecil William Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
yde) Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Rossendale Nugent, Sir Walter Richard Walsh, Stephen 
nosh.) Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose Nussey, Thomas Willans Walters, John Tudor 
yesh. 


aff’sh.) 


Hardie, J. Keir( Merthyr ydvil) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 


Nuttall, Harry 
O’ Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 


Wardle, George J. 
Wason, Rt. Hn. E.(Clackmannan 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 


ek) Hayden, John Patrick O’Brie , William (Cork) Waterlow, D. 8. 
; Hazleton, Richard O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) Watt, Henry A. 
a} Healy, Timothy Michael O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
xteth) Henry, Charles S. UO’ Doherty, Philip White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Lanark Herbert,Col.Sir Lvor (Mon.,8.), OU’ Donnell, John (Mayo, 8.) White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. ~. O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) Whitehead, Rowland 
Hogan, Michael O’ Dowd, John Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
ster) Holt, Richard, Durning O'Grady, J. Whittaker, Rt Hn.SirThomasP. 
5 Mid) Horniman, Emslie John O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
olk) Hudson, Walter O’Kelly,James(Roscommon,N, | Williamson, A. 
marth’n llingworth, Perey H. O’Malley, William Wiison, John (Durham, Mid.) 
Jackson, RS.” O'Shaughnessy, P. J. Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh. N. 
Johnson, John (Gateshead)] Parker, James (Halifax) Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8. 
tuart- Jones, Sir D.Brynmor(Swansea Partington, Oswald Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
= Jones, Leif (Appleby) Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) Wood, T. M’Kinnon 
s—Mr. Jones, William (Carnarvonshire Pearce, William (Limehouse) Young, Samuel 
sarrie, Jowett, F. W. Phillips, John (Longford, 8.) | Yoxall, James Henry 
Joyce, Michael Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Kavanagh, Walter M. Power, Patrick Joseph TELLERS FOR THE Noges—Mr. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul Raphael, Herbert H. Joseph Pease and Master of 
1 Kettle, Thomas Michael Rea, Russell (Gloucester) Elibank. 
{Kilbride, Denis Reddy, M. 
laidlaw, Robert Redmond,John E. (Waterford) | 
*Mr. BARRIE moved an Amend-|should be read in conjunction with 
went to provide that Queen’s College,!an Amendment on Clause 2 of which 
Jbeliast, should not be  dissolved.| he had given notice with the object of 
- que explained that this Amendment | making Queen’s College, Belfast, and 
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Magee College, Londonderry, “constituent 
colleges of the new University having 
its seat at Belfast.” He found it neces- 
sary to move the Amendment in order to 
bring before the House the case of Magee 
College, Londonderry, which for many 
years had been doing excellent work 
for higher education in Ireland. It 
was the only educational _ institu- 
tion in Ireland which, as he hoped 
to show, would suffer seriously under 
the Bill as now before the House. 
He thought it necessary, the matter 
being of the greatest and most urgent 
importance to this institution to go 
into considerable details. The matter 
had only come before him in a 
complete shape this week, when he re- 
ceived a letter from the President of 
Magee College asking him to place the 
facts before the House on the Report 
stage of the Bill. He proposed to read a 
few extracts from the correspondence, 
premising his remarks by saying that an 
important deputation waited on the Chief 
Secretary in December last year when 
the right hon. Gentleman made the state- 
ment referred to :— 

‘** He would not allow Magee College to be 
placed in a worse position than it was in at 
present under the Royal University.” 

It was fully expected when the Bill 
was introduced that that promise would 
be fulfilled; but he was sorry to 
say that it was not. Immediately after 
the introduction of the Bill, Dr. Leebody 
wrote to the Chief Secretary as 
follows :— 

* Dear Sir, 


Will you pardon me if I express to | 


you my keen disappointment (which is I believe 
shared by all my colleagues) on learning that 
Magee College is not formally recognised in 
your University Bill. I can understand the 
difficulty of giving formal recognition to May- 
nooth, which is a purely ecclesiastical college, 
but since the founding of the Royal University 
the essential difference between Magee College 
and Maynooth has been admitted, and we have 
enjoyed the same status in the University as 
the Queen’s Colleges,” 

and he went on to repeat the case for 
Magee College, which was pretty well 
covered in his letter. The next letter in 
the correspondence was from the Chief 
Secretary, or rather from the private secre- 
tary of the Chief Secretary and was as 
follows— 

“ Mr. Birrell asks me to say that he should 
have acknowledged your recent letter to him 
about the position of Magee College. He 
desires me now to say that he hopes that by 


Mr. Barrie. 
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a discussion of the question the matters at 
issue could be fairly adjusted, and with that 
object he would be glad to have a Coaference 
in Dublin with yourself and Mr. Cooke and the 
President of Queen’s College, and Sir James 
Dougherty would be available for giving the 
help in the matter that his special knowledge 
of the situation enables him to render. Mr, 
Birrell has to leave Dublin for Easter, but will 
be back on Tuesday, and will be able to meet 
you on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. Sir 
James Dougherty is in communication with 
Mr. Cooke and Dr. Hamilton and will write 
to you when he is in a position to make a 
definite engagement. If you have anything to 
suggest as to the day Mr. Birrell will be glad 
if you will write to Sir James direct.” 

The correspondence showed that the 
Conference took place in the Castle, on 
Thursday, 23rd April. There were 
present Mr. Birrell, Sir James Dougherty, 
Dr. Hamilton, Professer Dill, Mr. Cooke, 
and Dr. Leebody. Mr. Birrell submitted 
a new clause which he proposed to intro- 
| duce into the Charter of the Belfast Uni- 
| versity and this clause was accepted by 
|the representatives of Queen’s College, 
| Belfast, and Magee College. The clause 
| was as follows— 





| __** The Literary and Scientific | ne of 
| Magee College, Londonderry,should be entitled 
| to be affiliated to the University, subject to 
| the provisions of this our Charter, and to the 
| Statutes and Regulations of the University ; 
jant the Professors therein who should be 
| engaged in teaching Matriculated Students of 
| the University, in the approved courses of the 
| University shall be members of the several 
| faculties concerned with the subjects which 
they teach of the General Board of Studies and 

school, subject to the provisions of this our 
| Charter, and to the Statutes and Regulations 

of the University, take part in the examina- 
| tions held by the University ; and the students 


| of the Literary and Scientific Department of 
Magee College, when matriculated in the 
University, should enjoy all the privileges of 
students of the University. 





‘Provided always that the Literary and 

Scientific Department shell be entitled to 
afliliate so long only as it is open to students 
of all denominations, without distine:ion of 
religious belief.” 
On 27th April, Dr. Leebody received 
from the Chief Secretary’s office a printed 
copy of the Draft Charter of the pro- 
posed Belfast University, with this note 
appended to it— 

“Tt should be observed that this Draft will 
require modification as a result of the arrange- 
ment come to at the meeting at the Castle 
on Thursday, 25th April, 1908.” 

When the clause of the Bill relating to 
the atfiliation of colleges was under 
discussion in Committee objections were 
| made to the provision for the affiliation 
| of Magee College being included in the 
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Belfast Charter. On reading the report | discussed later on another Amendment, 
of the Committee proceedings in the Press, | and there was no use discussing it now. 
Dr. Leebody addressed the following 


letter to the Chief Secretary— *Mr. BARRIE said that he was almost 


: si . 
“] observe that a strong attempt is being finished. At the close of the Committee 
made to induce you to withdraw your promise | Meeting on June Ist, the Chief Secretary 
to provide for the affiliation of Magee College | was reported as having said :—“ If Magee 
by — It is _— to guess oy College does not want affiliation the 
whom this movement has been engineered. a IS. ROE * 2 
Nothing as they well know cin prevent the matter = closed 80 far as I am concerned, 
affiliation of Mavnooth except a direct pro- On noticing this in the newspapers 
hibition of its affiliation by Charter, and this Dr. Leebody at once wired to the Chief 
woud involve. the unanimous hostility of the Secretary that he was under an entire 
hierarchy. Whether, therefore, the atffiliation misapprehension as to the attitude of 
of Maynooth be provided for by Charter, or \ : 
left to the decision of the University, makes | ~ lagee College, and addressed to him the 
no difference to Maynooth. Provision for | following letter on June 2nd—- 
affiliation by Charter is the only hope of 
justice for Magee. [ trust you will pardon 
this letter, but the matter is one of vital 
importance to our college.” 





“T was greatly concerned to see from the 
reports of yesterday’s Committee meeting 
that you were under the impression that the 
authorities of Magee College did not wish the 
. Ba + latter wae | College to be attiliated by Charter to the 
No acknow ledgment of this letter was Belfast University. Nothing could be further 
received. from the truth. Of course all its friends would 
prefer that it should be made a constituent 
Mr. JOHN REDMOND, on a point college, but many, as Well as myself, 
of order, said that the whole of the hon. | %°¢_ the very serious difficulties in the 
; : way. All, however, recognise the vital 
Gentleman's argument was as to the importance of the boon you promised 
question of affiliation of colleges. That | to Mr Cooke and me in Dublin being granted. 
did not arise on this Amendment which | We rely on your not withholding this. It 
dealt. with making certain colleges would be a pity that a measure which it is to 

: be hoped will be a great and lasting benefit to 
constituent colleges. lreland should needlessly involve the destruc- 
tion of an institution which has been built up 

*Vr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I do| without State aid, and is certain to do good 
not quite appreciate the difference | Work - _ ee ~ ne ee ey ha 
Seen eenatineent endl affiliated | Provide for our affiliation by charter wi | infliet 

| on us a deadly blow, for reasons of which you 


colleges for the purpose of this Amend- | are aware.” 


mons. | Neither the telegram nor the letter of 
| ) ¢ ‘ - , 
: 2nd June had been acknowledged by the 
i eee as bad 
Mr. JOHN REDMOND said that zo | Chief Secretary, who was generally 
the one case the University was to consist | conspicuous for his courtesy. He ex- 
: on — — the — | pressed his personal regret that the head 
the University was to have the power 0 f M:; ’ e a : 
rp |of Magee College should have been so 
affiliating other colleges on conditions. | ;reated. He was there as representing a 
" a! rae : . . . wi . = . “ . 5 ? 
oe ao : the _ Ge — gee | constituency immediately adjoining the 
« ‘ y | e e ° .. wa 
- - ollenee ny fli bg ny? % Pre 7 | site of the college, and, seeing the Chief 
one i “ee . i a le - crag ’ | Secretary had shown no intention or desire 
ment before the House dealt with the Pe) hi in i “Tr 
; : to fulfil his promise from which he had 
ar as that it should be a constituent | joyver been absolved, to plead for this 
— college. Entirely out of private resources 


rovided by members of the Presbyterian 

* ‘PRAKER. 7 _,| provided by by teri: 
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member | Church, this college had done for forty 
wat — a to the oso that | years something for higher education in the 
Magee College should be one of the con- | ‘\ or¢h-West of Ireland in a manner which 


| 
stituent colleges. | the Chief Secretary himself had 
| acknowledged the value of. Subject 
| 





*Mr. BARRIE said he desired to give to a life charge a very substantial 
his reason why Magee should be a con-| provision would accrue to the college 
stituent college rather than an affiliated 


\in a few years, and the general 
college. 


| assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
were anxious to do everything in their 
Mr. JOHN REDMOND said that the; power to promote higher education in 
whole question of affiliation would be! that part of Ireland. The general 
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assembly had recently offered that the | gesting that Magee College should be 


teaching of theology should be 
removed from Magee College so that 
no restriction should stand in the way of 
the Chief Secretary acting generously 
by it. He held that the case for making 
Magee College a constituent college 
was incontestably strong, and if the 
Chief Secretary persisted in the course 
he apparently desired to take, he would, 
in the name of benefiting higher educa- 
tion in other parts of Ireland be striking 


a very serious blow at higher educa- 
tion in the North-West of Ireland. 


They must not forget that this was the 
only institution within 100 miles of Bel- 
fast and 160 miles of Dublin which was 
doing anything for the benefit of higher 
education in the whole of the North- 
West. The task of the Chief 
Secretary had been a more than 
usually difficult one. They knew the 
influences which had been tying his 
hands, but he asked him now even at the 
eleventh hour not to strike this unjust 
and undeserved blow at higher education 
in the North-West of Ireland. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 19, to leave out the words 
‘and Queen’s College, Belfast.’ ”—(r. Hugh 
Barrie.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 


Bill.” 


Mr. BIRRELL - said that his 
conscience was clear in this matter. 
During the prolonged discussions they 
had had he considered it his duty to 
see to it that Magee College was in 
no way injured or destroyed by the cessa- 
tion of the Royal University. He had 
endeavoured in every way he _ possibly 
could to prevail upon Magee College 
to confine its claim to one of affiliation, 
and he was prepared to do all he could to 
secure that it got that affiliation. For 
that purpose he got its principals, Dr. 
Hamilton and Dr. Bell, to meet him at 
Dublin Castle. 
demand that Magee College should be a 
constituent college. He said that could 
not possibly be. 
for further endowment, which he met 
with a forbidding attitude. Dr. Hamil- 
ton, to his surprise, produced from his | 
pocket a written proposal of his own, sug- | 


Mr. Barrie. 


| withdrew his claim for 
They then put forward a | 


They also made a claim | 


affiliated by Charter—that was to say, 
that the discretion should no longer be 
vested in the Senate of the Belfast Uni- 
versity, but that its affiliation should be 
put in the charter, and various other 
arrangements with regard to securing 
them the advantages of an examiner, 
Those gentlemen went away with that 
document and from that moment he had 
never received any assurance from them or 


from any person connected with the 
governing body of the Magee College 


that they stood by that—that they gave 
up their claim—a claim which he could 
not possibly accept—that they should be 
a constituent college, and they should be 
affiliated by charter, which he was pre- 
pared if he could do it to secure. From 
the very first they had assumed a hostile 


attitude towards the Bill. In the Com- 
mittee a proposal was moved that 
they should be a constituent college, 
and the hon. Member himself said 
that they would never by any _pos- 
sibility agree to forego the claim of 


that college to be a constituent college. 
It was absolutely impossible for him to 
adhere to the bargain because the bargain 
was never struck. The offer was made 
to them, but they never accepted it. All 
through the attitude of Magee College 
put aside altogether the way out of tne 
ditticulty which Dr. Hamilton suggested 
at Dublin Castle, and they fought the 
Bill at every step, mostly on the right 
that Magee College should be a con- 
stituent college. Accordingly it became 
quite impossible for him, after they had 
been beaten on the point of becoming a 
constituent college, to fall back upon the 
arrangement which they had never agreed 
to that they should be affiliated by 
charter. This was a matter in which 
discretion should be given to the govern- 
ing body of the University. He, there- 
fore, considered himself relieved not from 
the bargain, because there never was 
a bargain, but from the proposals made by 
Dr. Hamilton. If the principal of Magee 
College had written to him saying that he 
the college to 
be made a constituent college, he would 
have supported at any cost the proposal 
that it should be affiliated by charter. 
But they never did. He did not know 
if the hon. Gentleman opposite was 
| entitled at what he called the eleventh 
hour to make any proposal. The time 
had gone by and the opportunity had been 
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lost, although he would do all he could | recognition under this Bill was the good 
to see that the claim of Magee College | work it had done for women’s education 
was fully and frankly considered | in the North of Ireland. If they were 
by the Belfast Senate, and he could | to affiliate at all colleges of that type, 
hardly doubt that Dr. Hamilton | then the Magee College would come in as 
also would do his best to secure | an affiliated college. ° 
the recognition of Magee College, | 
if it was brought up to the proper; *Mr. BARRIE said the Chief Secre- 
University standard and was a college | tary had asked if he was an accredited 
where students might reside. To say | representative of Magee College. He 
that Magee College was entitled to desired to say that since he had received 
complain of his not carrying out a bar-| the letters from the President which 
gain which they never accepted was, he | he had quoted he considered he was. 
thought, a little too much. In the Committee he acted entirely 
‘as a private Member. There seemed to 
*Sin PHILIP MAGNUS (London | him to be no failure of acceptance on 
the part of the Magee College of the 
terms arranged with the right hon, 
Gentleman. 


University) hoped his hon. friend would 
not press the Amendment to a division. 
Everybody recognised that the work 


done by Magee College was good, but | yvaeubiia ; 
having regard to the number of students | Mr. BIRRELL: Then what right 


in attendance and to the fact that | had they afterwards to demand 
it had no facilities for science studies | © be made a constituent college ? 

he did not think it had a claim = ; 

to become a constituent college. He *Mr. BARRIE: They did not do so 
scarcely thought that the Chief Secretary officially. He vee gn the right hon. 
was wise in entering into any arrange- Gentleman was hardly quite fair in saying 
ment with respect to the affiliation what he did. It seemed to him it was 
by charter of Magee College. He thought | the duty of the friends of Magee College 
that the question should be left either | to point out that they had serious cause 
to the statutory Commissioners, or after of complaint regarding the way in which 
the termination of their labours to | the Chief Secretary had carried out his part 
the Senate of the Belfast University. of the bargain. That bargain was duly 
Having regard to the excellent work done | made, and a distinct breach of faith had 
by the Arts faculty of that college the | taken place. He would go further and 
afiliation of that faculty alone was likely | say that nothing they had heard from 
to take place. | the Chief Secretary gave any encourage- 
ment to the friends of Magee College. 
As Member for a constituency greatly 
interested in Magee College, he much 
matter, because he thought there had been — the manner in which the Chief 
: "es o 3: Secretary had acted, and the gross 
some real misunderstanding between 2.” hich had b : 

them and the Chief Secretary. At the | MJustice whieh had been perpetrated. 
same time, he did not think that Magee 

College could reasonably make a claim| THe Marquess or HAMILTON (Lon- 
to become a constituent college. Until | donderry) asked the right hon. Gentle- 
very recently Magee College was essen- man whether, if he could not see his 
tially a denominational body, and on one | way to making Magee College a con- 
side was still a seminary for the training of | stituent college of Belfast University, it 
Presbyterian ministers. They proposed | could be affiliated by Charter. 

to alter its trusts so as to detach its Art | 

faculty from the denominational college, | Mr. BIRRELL: Ido not think I can, 
but the college was very small. It had | - 

only between 55 and 60 students, the | Sd 
greater number of whom were preparing | Tae Marquess or HAMILTON said he 
for the ministry ; there was only a very | had the copy of a letter from Dr. Leebody, 
small residum of Art students who were | of Magee College, dated 2nd June, and 
not going in for the ministry. The chief addressed to the Chief Secretary. The 
claim of Magee College to receive any | right hon. Gentleman said he had received 


Mr. BUTCHER had considerable 
sympathy with Magee College in this 
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no communication from Magee College 
as to affiliation. This was the letter— 


**T was greatly concerned to see from the 
reports of yesterday’s committee meeting that 
you were under the impression that the authori- 
ties of Magee College did not wish the college 
to be affiliated by charter to the Belfast Univ- 
ersity. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Of course all its friends would prefer that it 
should be made a constituent college, but many, 
as well as myself, see the very serious difficulties 
in the way. All, however, recognise the vital 
importance of the boon you promised to Mr. 
Cooke and me in Dublin being granted. We 
rely on your not withholding this. It would 
be a pity that a measure which, it is to be hoped, 
will be a great and lasting benefit to Ireland, 
should needlessly involve the destruction of an 
institution which has been built up without State 


aid, and is certain to do good work if not crushed | 
Failure to provide for our | 
affiliation by charter will inflict upon us a deadly | 


by the State. 


blow, for reasons of which you are aware.” 
} 


Mr. BIRRELL said his position was | 


this. If Magee College had accepted 


Dr. Hamilton’s proposal, he would have | 


striven by his own vote and support to 
have got Magee College affiliated by 
charter. He would certainly have done 


that, but then he had never had any | 


assurance from the time of the meeting 
in Dublin Castle to the time of the letter 
of 2nd June, when the Committee stage 
had begun, that Magee accepted those 
terms. On the contrary, he had seen 
in the newspapers that they were still 
striving to become a constituent college, 
either of the new University or of Trinity 
College, Dublin, with whom they had 
some negotiations. Therefore, it was 
impossible for him while the Bill was 


going through Committee, and while | 


he had all these difficulties to consider 
in relation to Maynooth and other 
places, to adhere to the bargain, unless 
he was satisfied that Magee accepted it. 
But that they had not done. The hon. 
Member had got up and said that Magee 


did not feel itself bound by the bargain, | 
and claimed to be a constituent college. | 


*Mr. BARRIE said, in justice to him- 
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claimed that Magee should be made a 


| constituent college. 
z 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND expressed the 
| hope that the right hon. Gentleman would 
| not listen at this stage to the suggestion 
| that Magee College should now be affili. 
| ated:by Charter. The feeling amongst all 
| who knew anything at all about Magee 
| College was one of friendliness, and he 
|would be the last in the world to do 
‘anything injurious to that college. He 
thought the most Magee College could 
say was that they should be put on the 
same footing as every other college in 
Ireland outside the constituent colleges, 
If Magee was to be affiliated to the 
University by charter, it would be a 
fatal course to pursue, because naturally 
‘every other college in Ireland who 
thought they had a claim, would come 
forward and seek to put pressure on the 
right hon. Gentleman to affiliate them 
by charter. With regard to Maynooth, 
Magee, or any other coilege, the one 
ground which the right hon. Gentleman 
had taken was to leave the question to be 
| decided by the Senate of the University, 
He hoped, therefore, under the circum. 
| stances, that the right hon. Gentleman 
| would not dream of acceding at. this 
stage to the proposal, When first it 
|was brought forward, he thought the 
right hon. Gentleman had made a great 
mistake in making the offer which he did, 
| He was now relieved from the con- 
| sequences of that mistake, and he could 
|leave Magee College, like every other 
|college in Ireland, to be dealt with by 


| the Senate of the University. 





Str E. CARSON (Dublin University) 
said that although this question was not 
one of supreme importance to the Bill, it 
|was one of considerable importance to 
Magee College. He regretted himself 
that Magee College should have imagined 
| that this question was going to be settled 
/as a matter of bargain between this or 


self, he ought to explain that he could not | that college and the Chief Secretary. 


possibly have made the remark which 


Gentleman attributed 
had not 


What he had 


the right hon. 
to him, because he 
authorised to make it. 


| 
been | 


| He did not think that it mattered in the 
least now whether or not there had been a 
misunderstanding in Committee between 
the college and the right hon. Gentleman. 


said was that he understood—and he was | He could not see what that had to do 


speaking as a private Member—that the 
offer had been made to affiliate, but he 


The Marquess of Hamilton. 


| . ° . ° 
|with the question. The sole question 
' was whether it was right or not to make 
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itaconstituent college. Personally, look- 
ing at this Bill, he did not think that they 
ought to decide any of these points on 
small grounds. On the other hand, 
the Chief Secretary would not in the 
least blame Magee College for having 
done their best to be made a _ con- 
stituent college. They had fought it to 
the last. It was to Magee a much more 
important question than anything else. 
He thought they had been perfectly 
right to fight it out to the last, and 
he did not think that they could take 
what had occurred in Committee as any 
reison for saying that the time had now 
lapsed, and that they could not deal with 
it. Nothing could be more unsatisfactory 
than to give that kind of answer to the 
Magee College was in very 
considerable difficulties; it had done 
a grevt work for a particular part of 
the community in the past; and he 
gathered from the Chief Secretary, he 
mivht be wrong, that at some stage of the 
proceedings he would have been willing 
to affiliate the college by charter to 
Belfast University. If he had been of 
that opinion why had he changed it, and 
why should he not attempt to do it now ¢ 
He understood that the hon. Gentleman 
who had moved this Amendment, and the 
noble Lord who had supported it—both, 
of course,understood a great deal about the 
mitter—were in a position to say that 
Mivee College desired to be affiliated by 
charter. If that were so, then there should 
be some real answer, without these refer- 
ences to what had taken place in Commit- 
tee. The hon. and learned Gentleman the 
Leider of the Irish Party had said that 
M vee College ought to be left in the same 
position as Maynooth. That sounded a 
very excellent argument to anybody who 
did not know the reality of the case, 
but they must look at the circum- 
stances. Everybody knew that just as 
surely as the Bill passed, the Dublin 
University must necessarily affiliate May- 
nooth. Nobody for a moment could put 
forward any pretext for saying that it 
would not. Naturally Maynooth would 
be affiliated when there was power to 
affiliate in the new University. He did 
not in the least object, if it was desired by 
both parties that it should be done. But 
would anybody say that the circumstances 
Were the same as regarded Magee College 


allege. 
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the other way. Everybody knew that if 
left alone Magee would not be affiliated. 
The Senate of the new Belfast University 
had not the least intention of affiliating 
Magee College. He had heard a good 
deal about it, and{that was the actual 
state of affairs; therefore, there was no 
use in telling them that the two cases 
stood on the same lines. He had never 
been connected with Magee College, which 
was ina part of Ireland about which he did 
not profess to know a great deal. His 
acquaintance lay with a less law-abiding 
part ofthe country. But all along, in any 
observations which he had made on the 
Bill, he had expressed a wish that a 
settlement should be come to with as 
little friction, and leaving behind as 
little bad feeling as possible, giving to all 
parties in the matter a real good start. 
On these grounds he hoped that there 
would be some other answer than that 
which had already been put forward for 
refusing to have this college affiliated. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that if he looked 
back to what had taken place on this 
subject, he found that the proposal for 
affiliation by charter had never been put 
forward on his part. It was a proposal 
which emanated, not from him, but from 
Dr. Hamilton. He knew that when 
they met round the table he had never 
any intention whatever of suggesting 
the affiliation of Magee by charter. It 
was not in his thoughts. Dr. Hamilton 
produced out of his pocket, rather to 
his surprise, a written document, to 
which, he was bound to say, the repre- 
sentatives of Magee, being more con- 
cerned to defend their from 
becoming a constituent college, did not 
pay that close and particular attention 
that they might have done. They took 
it away, and were prepared to consider 
it. From that time forth until the 
letter referred to in June, and when 
the Committee had got into full exis- 
tence, he heard nothing more from 
them. ‘The difficulty was the course 
the debate took in Committee. It was 
perfectly plain that the Committee 
would not have consented, and he did 
not believe that the proposal for the 
affiliation of Magee College would have 
passed. He did not consider himself 
in any sense bound. Having regard to 


case 


and Belfast University 2. It was exactly | the course which Magee had followed, 


VOL. CXCII. [Fourtu Series. | 


O 
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if they had withdrawn their opposition , at this early opportunity of being 
on all other grounds, he certainly should | to vote for it. 
have felt himself bound to exercise his | 
influence in favour of affiliation and| Mr. CHARLES CRAIG seconded. 
would have voted for it. But what | 
would have happened he did not know.| Amendment proposed— 
He did not think it would have passed. | « In page 1, line 22, after the word ‘new,’ 
The thing had, however, gone past the | to insert the word ‘ undenominational,’ ”— 
stage where it was any longer possible | (Captain Craig.) 
to go back on that position, and he had 
the satisfaction of thinking that Magee Question proposed, “ That the word 
College might have put him into a ‘undenominational’ be there inserted.” 
different position, and forced him to 
take that course. Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) sug- 
gested that it would be an improvement 
*Mr. C. J. O'DONNELL said the 0" the word “ undenominational ” if 
speech of the right hon. and learned the hon. and gallant Member put in the 
Member for Dublin University had word “ un-Christian. 
decided this question. He had told 
them that it a not the intention go : R — tata ; 
Senate Slaw Iniversity Could not give way in that matter. 
“ — oe a. cea prefer the word ‘* undenominational.” 
“No, no.”] It was proposed to override 
the Senate. He did not believe that the Mr. BIRRELL said the wording of 
House would sanction such interference. several of the clauses, and particularly 
of the very remarkable Clause 3, justified, 
Amendment negatived. in his opinion, the statement that this 
was as undenominational a University 
as any law could make any body of men 
undenominational. They were often told 
that these words counted for nothing, that 
it did not matter that they said anybody 
could go to the Universities, that nobody 
was to be met at their thresholds by any 
test requiring them to say what religion 
they belonged to or to produce a certificate 
of baptism, that it was no use to say 
that every prize, every exhibition, and 
every scholarship was open, that there 
| were no restrictions of any kind, and that 
mie A the governing body after the first five 
binding on those who came after them. | years were to be elected by professors 
Could anything be fairer than to ask the | and graduates. All that, in the opinion 
large body of Nonconformists in the | of the hon. and gallant Gentleman 
House to erect an undenominational | was not worth the paper it was written 
college in Dublin ¢ It was fair and it | on, and the University would be denomi- 
accorded with the traditions of the great | national. And yet now he, in rhetorical 
Liberal Party as pronounced prior to) manner and in striking tones bade 
the last general election. The Chief | them put in the word ‘ undenomina- 
Secretary and others had been attempting | tional,” and then he said all would be 
to legislate for education in England | well. He did not attach the importance 
in the direction of undenominationalism, | to words which the hon. and gallant 
and he was now asking the great Liberal |Gentleman did. But hon. Members 
Party and the Nonconformist conscience | could form their own opinion of this Bill, 
to go with him into the lobby and vote | not from a word here or a word there, 
for undenominationalism about which} but from the general nature of its con- 
they shouted so loudly outside the | tents and the provisions they had in. 
House, and ke was cure they would jump \serted in it, and he did not think the 


Mr. Birrell. 


able 


Captain CRAIG moved an Amend- 
ment providing that His Majesty may, if 
pleased to do so, by charter, found a new 
‘‘undenominational” college to have its 
seat at Dublin. He said he wished 
to insert the word ‘ undenominational ” 
because they had had from time to time 
pledges given by the Government that 
no money voted by Parliament should be 
spent for denominational purposes. 
Although promises made by Ministers 
were binding on them they were not 
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addition of this word would be of any 
use whatever. 


Mr. WALTER J.ONG said the right 
hon. Gentleman had indulged, as he was 
very fond of doing, in the very art which 
he criticised so strongly when anybody else 
ventured to follow in his footsteps. He 
had found great fault with his hon. and 
yallant friend for his rhetorical display, 
but the Chief Secretary was by no means 
wnproficient in the art of rhetorical 
display and those who might be inclined 
harshly to criticise his action would say 
that rhetoric frequently took the place of 
argument. In his opinion, ninety-nine 
people out of 100 who knew anything 
of Ireland and of the question of higher 
education in Ireland believed that the 
ulimate result would be that these 
Universities would be very largely 
favoured in a denominational manner. 
The right hon. Gentleman’s detence was 
that he had done everything already in 
the Bill to give these Universities an 
uidenominational character. If that 
was his object and if that would be the 
result of the provisions of the Bill, why 
on earth did he refuse to accept one word 
which would make it perfectly clear, and 
that the intention of the Government was 
that not only should the Bill be drafted and 
carried through Parliament so as to make 
it undenominational, but that somethinz 
more should be done, that every obstacle 
that Parliament could fairly put in the 
way of turn‘ng this into a denominational 
measure should be put there. Surely 
that was not unfair if it really was the 
intention of the Government that this 
should be an undenominational Univer- 
sity. He wondered at this persistent 
refusal to accept Amendments, the only 
object of which was to carry out what 
the Government were never tired of 
declaring was their intention. 


Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
Rist Toxteth) suggested that the word 
“untruthful” should be substituted 
for the word “ undenominational.” After 
listening to the speech of the right hon. 
Gentleman who had just sat down 
it was quite clear that in the opinion of 
everybody the word “ undenomina- 
tional’? would be an untruthful de- 
xription of the University, and he should 
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Universities by phraseology what they 
were not going to be in practice. He 
thought it far better to take up a con- 
sistent attitude whichever side ot the 
question their inclination might be on. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of 
London) said he entirely agreed with 
the hon. Gentleman opposite. His 
hon. friend desired that the Bill should 
be an undenominational Bill, and 
hoped to effect that by introducing the 
word ‘‘undenominational” in the second 
clause. His hon. friend must know 
perfectly well that the introduction of 
the word “ undenominational” would 
be only an expression of a pious intention 
—of his intention. But it was not the 
intention of the Government or of hon. 
Gentlemen below the gangway, and 
it was not his intention. He quite 
admitted that he did not like the Bill 
in its present form. His dislike t> it 
was, put shortly, that he thought it fa: 
too clerical. His objection was not that 
it was denominational. The whole ob- 
ject of the Bill was to provide education 
which would meet the requirements of 
the Roman Catholic population of Ire- 
land. What was the use of calling 
that anything but denominational, and 
what was the use of the Government 
coming forward and pointing to Clause 
3 or Clause 4 and saying they did not 
mean to have a denominational Bill ? 
If the Government did not mean to have 
a denominational Bill, they did not 
mean to have a Bill which would carry 
out the object of the hon. Gentlemen 
below the gangway, who desired higher 
education to be given to Roman Catholics, 
two-thirds of the Irish people. It was 
only by making this a denominational 
University that they would attain that 
object. He did not mean by that, that 
they must have a system of tests or 
exclude Protestants or put all the dis- 
qualifications with which Clause 3 dealt. 
What he meant was that the intention 
of the Government from the beginning 
had plainly been to create a University 
which was denominational, and he 
suggested to his hon. and gallant friend 
that he should not press his Amendment, 
because he could not really conceive 
why they should put on the face of the 
Bill something so obviously mendacious 


vote against any attempt to make these | as was implied in the use of this word. 


U 2 
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If this was not a\denominational + Bill 
it had no raison d'etre, and to put “ un- 
denominational ” in big characters in the 
second clause was not to make it un- 
denominational, but to make it hypo- 
critical. If his hon. and gallant friend 
went to a division, which he hoped he 
would not, he should be compelled in the 
interests of veracity and sincerity to 
vote against him. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said he very 
much wished those who had repeatedly 
and emphatically declared that this 
Bill set up a denominational University 
in Ireland would take the trouble to 
define what they meant by denomina- 
tional. The Universities would be no 
more denominational than those of Man- 
chester, Liverpool, Oxford, Cambridge, 
or Edinburgh, and less denominational 
than Trinity College, Dublin. How 
could hon. Members, with any sense of 
justice or fair play, call this a denomi- 
national University, when they made 
no proposal to alter the constitu- 
tion of Trinity College, which was far 
more denominational / Were the other 
Universities denominati nal ? 


Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR said the 
University of Liverpool would not admit 
theology within its walls. 


Mr. DILLON said that the University 
set up under this Bill would be free. 
When the hon. Member opposite spoke of 
the Liverpool University did he know 
what the University of Dublin did at the 
present time? Was he aware that they 
had theology and theological professors 
who had the same standing as other 
professors | Did he know that they had 
a chapel in the University ¢ Yet hon. 
Members got up and said that the Uni- 
versitics proposed to be set up under 
this Bill were denominational. He asked 
the hon. Member for the Morley division 
of Yorkshire, who opposed this Bill on its 
Second Reading, to explain what he 
meant by a denominational University, 
and he said he meant a University where 
the professors and students were over- 
whelmingly of one denomination. What 
University in the world could be 
free from that charge? He contended 
that the proposed Universities were 
no more denominational than any 
other University in this conntry, and 

Mr. A. J. Balfour, 
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they would be less denominational than 
the University of Edinburgh. The 
new Universities would be less denomina- 
tional than the University of Dublin was 
at the present time, and it was not true 
to state that no scheme could be brought 
forward to meet the requirements of the 
Catholics of Lreland which was not based 
upon the denominational principle. It 
was true that the great majority of the 
governing body and professors might be 
Catholic, because the Bill was intended 
to serve the needs of a Catholic people, 
He hoped hon. Members would have the 
common fairness, before calling the new 
institutions in Ireland denominational, to 
define for the enlightenment of the public 
what they meant by denominational. 


Mr. HUTTON said that having 
listened to all the demands made in years 
gone by by Catholics upon one Government 
and another, he could not understand 
when a Bill was brought forward to meet 
the demands of Catholics for a denomina- 
tional University why it should be called 
undenominational. Lhe hon. Member 
for East Mayo had said that it was not 
proposed to set up a denominational 
University and that it was not meant in 
that sense. If that was the case why 
were the Catholics dissatisfied with the 
present Queen’s Colleges? If a coilege 
or University which was free and unde- 
nominational would content hon. Gentle- 
men opposite and their friends, why could 
they not be content with the present 
QJueen’s Colleges in Galway and Cork, 
and with the opportunity of securing 
degrees through the Royal University ! 
The hon. Member for Kast Mayo had 
asked him to define what he meant by a 
denominational University, and he had 
quoted him as stating that it meant a 
University where the majority of the 
professors and students belonged to one 
denomination. He doubted very much 
whether he ever said that. The hon. 
Member had said that the new University 
would not be so denominational in its 
character as Trinity College; but the 
Catholics objected to Trinity College 
because it was denominational, and that 
was why Catholic students did not 
frequent it. The Chief Secretary for 
Ireland was going to supply three colleges 
in which Catholics would have no fear of 
meeting the Episcopalian or Presbyterian 
influence. The right hon. Gentleman 
which 
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was trying to set up the lowest 
common denominator, but it seemed to 
him that he was going to set up 
three denominational Universities. He 
could quite understand the speech of 
the Leader of the Opposition and 
his intervention was not surprising, be- 
cause the whole Tory Party were going 
to support an Amendment to create a great 
undenominational University. Under 
those circumstances he was not surprised 
that the right hon. Gentleman desired the 
withdrawal of this Amendment. 


Mr. GWYNN (Galway) said that what 
they were asking for in Ireland was nota 
denominational, but a free University. 
They had been asked why they were not 
content with Queen’s Colleges. They were 
discontented with those colleges because 
they had no freedom, because their 
professors were Crown nominees, and 
suffered under disabilities as Civil ser- 
vants, and because the teaching in those 
colleges was restricted and hampered in a 
way which was unknown in any other 
University. If it were true that the 
University of Liverpool had debarred its 
professors from teaching theology, it 
was not a free University. The Irish 
Party had asked over and over again not 
for a Catholic University but for a 
national democratic University, and in 
this Bill there was the making of a free 
University, and for that reason they 
accepted it. English Liberals could label 
it denominational or not, as they liked. 
There was, however, one denominational 
feature in the Bill, and it was that a test 
was imposed upon the professors, and to 
that extent they did not possess unlimited 
freedom. What he meant was that there 
was a limitation imposed upon the free- 
dom of the teachers, because it was 
suggested that their teaching should not 
offend religious susceptibilities, and in 
that sense it was a negative test. What 
did “‘ undenominational ” mean in Ireland? 
When hon. Members understood that 
they would understand the zeal of the 
Ulster Party for undenominationalism. 
The majority of the people of Ireland 
were Catholics, and when a_ Board 
was called undenominatidnal it meant 
that it consisted of an equal number 
of Catholics and Protestants, and there- 
fore it meant a strict religious test. 
It came to this, that the Protestant 
minority had guaranteed to them more 
than their fair proportion of jobs. That 
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was the true account of the zeal for 
undenominationalism which had signal- 
ised the Liberal Party. For these reasons 
he would vote against the Amendment. 


Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) 
said it appeared to him that there was 
a test in this matter which was worth 
considering. What was Oxford Univer- 
sity fifty years ago? He thought there 
was only one reply. It was a thoroughly 
denominational University. Since the 
abolition of tests it had become unde- 
nominational. Only half a century ago 
Oxford University was fettered by tests, 
and it was proposed to set up these 
new Universities in Ireland unfettered 
by denominational tests such as had 
been known in days gone by. In taking 
that course they were keeping to the new 
model and not the old. 


*Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, W.) 
said he served on the Committee upstairs 
on this Bill, and, so far as he could, 
he had worked for the establishment in 
Ireland of a Universitv which would 
be compatible with what was called an 
undenominational settlement of this 
question. He did not think it very much 
mattered whether the word ‘ undenom- 
inational’’? was inserted here or not. 
The question was not what they called it, 
but what they were going to make it. 
He was bound to confess that during the 
progress of the Bill through Committee 
it appeared to him the Bill had suffered 
in its title to be regarded as undenomina- 
tional, because amongst other things 
an addition was made to Clause 3 
whereby the prohibition of tests was 
not to apply to theological professors. 
Allusion has been made by the hon. 
Member for East Mayo to the Uni- 
versity of Liverpool, and other recently 
created Universities. The question he 
said was not so much whether this 
new University was denominational or 
undenominational, but whether it was as 
undenominational as some of the new 
Universities in the north of England. 
The Charter of Liverpool University 
contained the following— 

“Tt is a fundamental condition of the¥con- 
stitution of the University that noreligious test 
shall be imposed upon any person in order to 


entitle him to be admitted as a member, pro- 
fessor, teacher, or student of the University, or 
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to hold office therein, or to graduate thereat, or 
to hold any advantage or privilege thereof, and 
that no theological teaching shall be given by or 
under the authority of the University.” 


Clearly, therefore, the proposed new 
University in Dublin differed to some 
extent from the model of the University 
of Liverpool. It also differed from the 
University of Manchester. The Univer- 
sity of London was the only one in the 
United Kingdom which owed its con- 
stitution entirely to Act of Parliament. 
The Act laid down that— 

** Noreligious test shall be adopted or imposed, 
and no applicant for a University appointment 
shall be at any disadvantage on the ground of 
religious opinions.” 


There was no reservation in the Act in 
regard to the appointment of theological 
professors. The extent to which the 
prohibition of tests was removed in the 
case of the Irish Universities in regard to 
theological professors was not in aecord- 
ance with the undenominational char- 
acter of the Universities which had 
receivedstheir Charters or had been created 
by Act of Parliament in recent years. He 
hoped the right hon. Gentleman in charge 
of the Bill would be prepared to remove 
that objection to the measure. The 
more they tried to make the Universities 
free, democratic and undenominational 
the more likely they were to be accept- 
able to the Irish people. 


*Mr. C. J. ODONNELL objected to 
breaking up the young men of Ireland 
into three sectarian groups. Such a 
policy was un-national, and he feared this 
Bill would do more injury to Home Rule 
than anything which had ever occurred 
in Ireland. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: It is really not 
necessary to discuss the whole Bill on 
this Amendment. The hon. Member 
must confine himself to the Amendment. 


*Mr. C. J. O°’ DONNELL said he had no 
wish to transgress against that ruling, 
but he was merely replying to statements 
which had been made in the course of the 
discussion. 


Mr. MOORE said that many hon. 
Members had treated this as merely a 


the argument that it made very little 


Sir WV. J. Collins. 
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difference whether they applied a par- 
ticular name to a particular University or 
not. The majority of hon. Members 
appeared to admit, notwithstanding what 
the hon. Member for East Mayo had said, 
that whatever they called the new 
University, the fact was that it would be 
what the Chief Secretary was most 
anxicus to disavow, namely, a real 
denominational University. It was not 
&® mere matter of description, for this 
reason. It was not like Oxford or 
Cambridge, supported entirely from 
private endowments. It wasa University 
for which that House was to find the 
money, and it would be liable to the 
ordinary control of the Courts in Ireland 
with respect to the misapplication of 
funds. If the Bill contained a statement 
that a college was undenominational, and 
it was found that funds voted by that 
House were being applied to denomina- 
tional purposes, that would at once give 
groundwork for the intervention of the 
Court of Chancery by injunction or 
otherwise to restrain such application 
of the money. That could not be done 
unless it was the intention ef the Bill to 
make the University undenominational. 
That was why he attached a great deal 
of value to the Amendment proposed by 
his hon. and gallant friend. He thought 
that all those who were interested in 
seeing that the money was applied to the 
needs of the new University and in 
accordance with the feelings and wishes 
of the people, and who did not wish to 
see clericalism triumphant, should sup- 
port the Amendment. 


Caprain CRAIG said that he attached 
so much importance to the Amendment 
that he would be obliged to go to a 
division. He could not see why anyone 
who desired the establishment of an 
undenominational University in Dublin 
should have the slightest hesitation in 
voting for the Amendment. He under- 
stood that the hon. Member for East 
Mayo looked upon the new University 
as undenominational, and therefore 
he hoped to find him in the same lobby 
as himself. He thought they must 
have consistency somewhere. If the 
House was to vote money on the distinct 


| understanding that not a penny of it was 
question of description, and had used | 


to go to denominationalism, let them 
back up that view in the division lobby, 
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and say that the Bill would be made, | 
as far as possible, undenominational. 


*Mr. MASSIE (Wiltshire, Cricklade) | 
said that the outcome of this part | 
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tion of Ireland being in its large majority 


Universities 


| Catholic, one University at least should 
| be managed by 


Catholics. If a Catholic 
country was to have a University, then 
| the University constituted by the Bill, 


of the debate seemed to him to be /if not absolutely undenominational, was 


that denominationalism or undenomi- 
nationalism was a question of manage- 
ment. Ifa University was managed by 
Protestants, then it might be undenomi- 
national ; if it was managed by Catholics, 
then it could not be. The logical issue 
of this attitude of mind was that, if every 
man in Ireland was a Catholic, then it 


as undenominational as an Act of Parlia- 
ment could make it. This was the 


|intention of the Government, and as to 


the particular Amendment, it did not 
matter so much what they called the 
University, as whether the University 
was likely to turn out what the Govern- 
ment intended it to be. 





would be wrong to give Ireland any | 
If a University was | 


University at all. 


to be suited to the population, it must | 


be managed by the population, 


would not be democratic. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir Alex.F 
Banner, John 8S. Harmood- 
Jarrie, H. T.(Londonderry,N.) 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Clark, George Smith 

Cochrane, Hon. Thos.H.A.E. 
Corbett,C H(Sussex,E.Grinst’d 
Craig,Captain James(Down,E.) 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 

Fell, Arthur 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Ambrose, Robert 

Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Rellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w'r Hamlets,S8.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 
Branch, James | 
Brigg, John 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke, Stopford 


Brunner, J.F. L. (Lanes., Leigh) | 


Brunner, RtHnSir J.T(Cheshire 


or it 


The popula- | 273. 
AYES. 


Hamilton, Marquess of 

Harris, Frederick Levertua 
Hill, Sir Clement 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
MacCaw, William J.MacGeagh 
M‘Arthur, Charles 

Moore, William 

Morrison-Bell, Captain * 

Nield, Herbert 

Oddy, John James 


NOFS. 


Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn |} 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thoma: 
Butcher, Samuel Heury 

Byles, W Nia Pollard 
Cameron, Robert 
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Chance, Frederick William 
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Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. Wirston S. 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, Willian 


| Clynes, J. R. 


Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins,Sir Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cowan, W. H. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 32; Noes 
(Division List No. 215.) 


Question put. 


O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Rawlinson,John FrederickPee 
Roberts, S.(Sheftield,Ecclesal]) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Thomson, W.Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton, Perey M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Lonsdale and Mr. Charles 
; Craig. 


Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion)J 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Joseph 

Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dillon, John 

Donelan, Captain a. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffv, William J. 
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Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
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Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Esslemont, George Birnic 
Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 


| Ffrench, Peter 


| Findlay, 


Craig, Herbert J.(Tynemouth) | 
| Fuller, John Michael F. 


Crean, Eugene 
Crooks, William 
Cullinan, J. 

Curran, Peter Francis 


Field, William 
Alexander 
Flynn, James Christopher 


Fullerton, Hugh 
Gill, A. H. 
Gladstone,Rt.Hin.Herbert Jn. 
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Glendinning, R. G. 
Gooch,George Peabody(Bath) 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) | 
Griffiths, Ellis J. 

Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Halpin, J. 

Harcourt, Rt.Hn.L.(Rossendale 
Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Hardie, J. Keir(Merthyr Tydvil 
Harmsworth, Cecil B.(Wore’r) 
Harrington, Timothy 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazelton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henry, Charles 8. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hogan, Michael 

Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Illingworth, Perey H. ' 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R. S. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Joyce, Michael 

Kavanagh, Walter M. 
Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kettle, Thomas Michael 
Kilbride, Denis 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamont, Norman 

Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Law, Hugh A.( Donegal, W.) 
Lehmann, R. (. 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lundon, W. 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.( Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah( Down,S.) 
Mac Veigh, Charles( Donegal, E. 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Killop, W. 


Caprain CRAIG moved 


| Meagher, Michael 
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M‘Laren, H.D.(Stafford,W.) 


| M‘Micking, Major G. 


Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marnham, F. J. 


Meehan, Patrick A.(Queen’s Co. 
Menzies, Walter 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morse, L. L. 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, Horatio 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Napier, T. B. 
Nicholson,Charles N.(D’ncast’r | 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nugent, Sir Walter Richard 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 
O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, John (Mayo, S.) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O'Dowd, John 

O'Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O’Kelly, James(Roscommon,N 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) 
Percy, Earl 

Phillips, John (Longford, 8.) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price.Sir Robert J.( Norfolk, E. 
Radford, G. H. 

Raphae!, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E.(Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richards, I. F.(Wolverh’ mpt’n 
Roberts, Charles H.(Linco]n) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts,Sir John H.(Denbighs. 
Robertson,Sir G.Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F.( Pembroke) 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

togers, F. E. Newman 
towlands, J. 
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Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V.H. (Brentford) 

Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 


| Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 


Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Colonel 

Shaw, Charles Edw.(Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt.Hon. T.( Hawick B.) 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F.(Leitrim,S.) 


| Snowden, P. 


Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, Aust’n (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thorne, G.R.(Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Joseph 
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Waterlow, D.S. 
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Wiles, Thomas 
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Young, Samuel 
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TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 


Elibank. 


governing body, and a limit should be 


Hon. Members 





ment to provide that the governing body 
of the new college to be established in 
Dublin should be constituted of laymen. 
On looking through the Charter it 
appeared to him that there were far 
too many rey. gentlemen upon the 


put on that somewhere. 
below the gangway said that this was a 
democratic Bill, but he would like to 
know where there was any more auto- 
cratic body in the whole world than the 
Church to which they belonged. Were 
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those hon. Members going to maintain 
the same position they had done in 
(Committee upstairs ? The hon. Member 
for Mayo there stated that he himself 
had felt the pressure which was brought 
to bear upon him by the Church to 
which he belonged, and that he was not 
able to take the Arts course in the college 
at his own home, and that all he could 
do was to join the college for the sake 
of seeing the books in the library. That 
was an intolerable state of affairs. Of 
course, he quite understood that the hon. 
Member for East Tyrone would be one 
of those mentioned in the schedule as | 
belonging to the governing body, and | 
that he would like to have as many as 
possible of his own clerical friends with 
him. 


*Mr. KETTLE said that he had 
suggested that the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman should try to have the gov- 
eming body composed of undenomi- 
national laymen. 


Captain CRAIG said that as the 
charter at present stood there would be | 
six clerygmen in connection with the | 
governing body of the college, and he | 
did not quite know the necessity there 
was for them at all. He was not ob- 
jecting in any sense of the word to 
Roman Catholics being properly educated. | 
All that he said was that they should | 
be kept as far as possible from the 
clerical element, and that the University 
should be run by laymen. It was 
evident that, although the Bill was| 
claimed to be undenominational it was | 
being made as denominational as could | 
be—undenominational being meant for | 
consumption outside. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that the hon. 
Member was replying on the whole of 
the debate, but must confine himself 
to the Amendment. 


Captain CRAIG said he was sorry, 
but he felt so very strongly on the Bill 
that he had been carried away. He 
hoped that the House, even at the last 
moment, would say that the governing 
body of this new college in Dublin | 
should be composed of laymen. There 
were many good Roman Catholic laymen 
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friends amongst them; and there was 
no reason why Roman Catholic laymen 
should not manage the college, just as 
much as the University. He would 
trust these men if the Government would 
let them have a trial; and the Liberal 
Party would never regret it. He begged 
to move. 


Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid) 


seconded the Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 

‘In page 1, line 25, after the word ‘ con- 
stituted,’ to insert the words ‘ of laymen.’ ” 
(Captain Craig.) 


‘ 


or 


Question proposed, “ That the words 
‘of lavmen’ be there inserted.” 


Me. MOORE said that this was a 
somewhat similar Amendment to that 
dealing with the governing body of the 
University which had been debated 
at an earlier stage, and he did not feel 
at liberty to repeat any of the arguments 
he had used on that Amendment. But 
it was their duty at every stage to enter 
a protest against the provisions in the 
Bill which left the governing body, 
either of the University or of the college, 
at the mercy of a potential majority of 
clerics as opposed to laymen. The 
Amendment of his hon. and gallant 
friend was simply a struggle for supre- 
macy between the lay and the clerical 
element, and he was sure that if 
the party whip were taken off, the 
House would decide that laymen, as 
men of the world, should have control 
of the college. If his hon. and gallant 
frend went to a division he would 
vote with him as a protest against the 
Bill as it was drawn, which allowed 
the clerical element to predominate. 


*Sirk PHILIP MAGNUS. said he 
desired to dissociate himself from all the 
attempts that were being made to dis- 
qualify the clergy from taking part in 
the government of the Universities. 


Amendment negatived. 
*Mr. BUTCHER said the object of the 


Amendment he now proposed and of the 
consequential Amendment lower down on 











in Ireland; he had had many good 


the Paper was to get the constitution of 
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the governing bodies of the three con- 
stituent colleges of the University of 
Dublin out of the charter into the Bill. 
Already the Bill contained the constitution 
of the governing bodies of the two Univer- 
sities, and surely it was equally important 
that they should be able to debate 


in the House the constitution of 
the governing bodies of the three 


constituent colleges of the new Univer- 
sity at Dublin. He would remind the 
House that these colleges would exercise 
a very powerful influence on the Univer 
sity itself. Noless than seventeen of the 
members of the governing body of the 
University of Dublin were to be appointed 
by the constituent colleges of Dublin, 
Cork, and Galway. More than half the 
non-co-opted members of the Senate 
of the new University were appointed 
by the governing bodies of these 
three constituent colleges. It was there- 
fore perfectly plain that these colleges 
would have a vital influence on the policy 
and government of the new University 
as a whole. Moreover, it must be re- 
membered that these colleges virtually 
appointed their own professors, for they 
selected three names to be submitted to 
the Senate. He would not now go into the 
detailed differences between the schedule 
he had put down as an Amendment and 
the schedule of the Bill. He would only 
say that the main difference, almost the 
only difference, between them lay in the 
representation they respectively proposed 
to give to the municipal and county bodies. 
In the case of the college at Dublin, out 
of thirty-four members the charter 
proposed to give ten representatives 
to local bodies. Out of the twenty- 
eight for the College of Cork these were 
given eight, and in the case of the 
College of Galway out of twenty-six seven 
were to be representatives of local 
bodies. If the academic element were 
compared with the local or civic element, 
it would be found that in the governing 
body of the college at Dublin the 
aca jemic element, including the President, 
the persons nominated by the Senate, 
the representatives of professors and 
graduates, amounted to sixteen, and that 
the civic or local element numbered ten. 
‘In Cork the academic element was sixteen 
and the civic eight ; in Galway the academic 


clement was twelve and the civic seven. | 


It was right, he thought, to stimulate local 
interest and generosity by putting some 
representatives on the governing bodies of 


Mr. Butcher. 
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these constituent colleges. But it was 
obvious that the proportion in the 
charters overdid the representation of 
the civic element ; nobody would maintain 
for a moment that members of the 
county councils of Ireland were persons 
to whom should be entrusted the difficult 
duty of choosing candidates for various 
professorial chairs. It might of course 
be urged that the local element was not 
in the majority, but when it came toa 
divided vote it was perfectly clear that 
so large a representation as ten repre- 
sentatives of one particular interest might 
turn the scale, with the result that the best 
men would not be elected, but the second 
or third best. Without going further into 
details he asked the Chief Secretary to 
recognise the great importance of having 
the bodies constituted in such a way 
that the colleges themselves would be 
academic in principle and in_ policy, 
Edinburgh University was an instance 
of what he had in mind. For some 
centuries the College of Edinburgh, 
founded by the city, was governed by 
the town. It was only within compara- 
tively recent years that it became an 
entirely independent and self-governing 
university. If ever there was a case in 
which, both from its history, from the 
generosity shown by the citizens, and 
from the interest taken in that Univer- 
sity by the neighbouring counties, 
local representation was right and 
necessary, it was the case of Edin- 
burgh. But how did it stand? The 
governing body of the University of Edin- 
burgh contained only one representative 
of the civic element in the Lord Provost. 
His proposal was that each of the govern- 
ing bodies in Ireland should have at least 
two representatives of the civic element 
in place of ten, eight and seven which were 
given them by the charter. 


Sir PHILIP MAGNUS formally 
seconded the Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘In page 1, line 26, to leave out the word 
‘ charter,’ and to insert the words : Schedule to 
this Act entitled, “ Constitution of Govern- 
ing Bodies of Constituent Colleges.” ’”—(Mr. 
Butcher.) 


Question proposed, “that the word 
‘charter’ stand part.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said the hon Member's 
point seemed to be two-fold, viz., that 





=a = |)0lUSlUM Oe eee ee a ee ee ee 








432 433 Trish {23 Jury 1908} Universities Bill. 434 
we the governing bodies of these colleges | shown that the introduction of a liberal 
the should be inserted in the Act, and that | number of civic people into the governing 
n of the bodies as they appeared in the | bodies of secondary schools and colleges 
atain charter were unsatisfactory. ‘The reason | did a great deal of good. He did not think 
the he was not disposed to put the govern- | the case of Edinburgh was exactly in point. 
rsons ing bodies in the Act was that he thought | The University of Edinburgh was cele- 
ficult it was best to proceed experimentally | brated, ancient, and known throughout 
rious with regard to them and see how far they | Europe. It did not require to be nursed 
nurse worked well. The bodies as constituted | and protected by the Lord Provost and 
; not inthe charters contained a liberal pro- | Corporation, and, therefore, it might very 
toa portion of the civic element which he was | well be that the City of Edinburgh was 
that anxious indeed to encourage. He would | content to allow its civic representation 
epre- be very sorry to see the proposed limit | on the governing body of that great 
night restricting the civic element, or to see his | University to be contined to the Lord 
s best own more liberal measure stereotyped | Provost. But this was a very different 
cond into an Act of Parliament. If that were | affair. Here they had a struggling and 
- into done it would require another Act of | new university, not only poor in its 
ry to Parliament to modify or alter it. It was| financial resources, but poor having 
wing much preferable to proceed experimentally 'regard to the character of the young 
way by charter which could be modified. | men and women who were to attend it. 
d be The bodies as constituted by the | They would require all the support they 
olicy. charters had been known for some | could get from bursaries and the like, 
tance time and any alteration they hadjand from the rates; and he thought 
some undergone had been in the direction of | it would be very foolish indeed in this 
urgh, increasing the academic representation. | great matter to be slow to recognise 
d by He took the College of Dublin. What | civic authority. He quite agreed that in 
para- the hon, Gentleman had said was true. | the recent observations which he made 
ean The body consisted of twenty purely | he had not in his mind at the moment the 
rning academic persons. The hon. Gentleman | proportion which would exist between the 
se in asked what right they had to include four | academically selected body and the civic 
1 the Crown nominees as academic persons. | authorities. He knew that civic anthori- 
~ and The Crown, in exercising its rights, would | 1jes would have to be there in a limited 
niver- see to it that the representatives it! form in the proposed schedule, but he 
nties, selected were persons of academic} had not these particular figures in his 
and character and who would give academic | mind. He thought, however, on the 
Edin- weight to the governing body. It was| whole that twenty academic persons as 
The not likely that the Crown would go into | against ten civic persons was a fair pro- 
Edin- the highways and byways and select | portion. He did not pretend to have the 
tative county councillors and other persons of | intimate acquaintance with Ireland which 
vost. whom the hon. Gentleman seemed to bea; belonged to people born and bred 
yvern- little suspicious, He imagined that the there, but really he had _ sufficient 
- least governing body would be very careful in| confidence in their good sense and 
sment exercising its right of co-option to chose | in the good sense of the civic authori- 
were persons of academic character. At any | ties to imagine that they would not be 
rate, leaving them out of the question, | hostile or interfere with the election of 

they had twenty academic persons as | professors of Greek, of languages, or of 

‘mally against ten civic persons, He attached | philosophy ; he did not think that they 
very great importance in Ireland to} would seek to thrust some one man 

enlisting the interest and support of the | among the three to be selected by the 

civic authorities. It had become very | governing Lody, and to be adjudicated 

> word necessary in England in the administration | upon by the supreme Senate of the feder- 
dule to of endowed schools and the like. People | ated Universities. In regard to a professor 
vu, Were no longer content to stand by— | of agricu!ture they might have ideas of 
’ great municipalities and authorities—and | their own, and he dared say that they were 
ee old grammar schools and other places | entitled to have ideas of their own on that 

word where the children of their towns were subject. But that was not a very difficult 
educated entirely arranged by academic subject to determine. Therefore, he did 

persons without civic authority or controi. | not think it ought to be brought up 

mber’s § He bad very frequently had to deal | against these persons that they would 
, that with that question, and experience had ! seek to adjudicate on the appointment of 

° 
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professors. He thought that their influ- | 
ence could be usefully employed for the 
advantage of the college, and he did not| 
suppose tor a moment that they would | 
ever interfere in the selection of profes-| 
sors of Greek, languages, or philosophy. | 
If they did they were in a permanent 
minority, and it might he relied upon| 
that those who were elected by the) 
academic council to the colleges and the! 
Universities were as much likely to be 
present at the selection as were the 
members representing the county councils. | 
At all events, he was willing to give the 
matter a fair trial. They had all said! 
that the thing was to be democratic. He 
did not know exactly what it meant in 
all its branches, but it certainly did mean 
that the governing body should bo wisely | 
selected, and should be based not merely 
on the academic side, but also upon the 
popular and civie side of the locality 
where the University was _ situate. 
He was, therefore, very much dis- 
posed, although he did not like the 
part of haggling over one portion! 
more than another, to think the final 
proportion—a body of thirty-four for 
Dublin, would be better than his hon. | 
friend’s schedule, which would reduce the 
thirty-four to twenty-five, and would only 
allow the civic authorities to have two 
representatives—the Lord Mayor of the 
City of Dublin, and a person repres nting 
the council. There would be only two 
civic representatives out of a body of 
thirty-four. He thought, on the whole, 
it would be better to have the larger body 
of thirty-four, in which there would be an 
enormous majority on the academic side. 
Ife thought eight or ten representatives 
of the civic authorities was better than 
two, which alone the hon. Member would) 
give them. In the same way at Cork, he 
proposed to have a body of twenty-eight, 
whereas the hon. Member proposed to 
have one of twenty-three. 





Mr. BUTCHER: It is twenty-four. 
That is a mistake. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the hon. Gentleman 
confined the civie authority to the Lord 
Mayor or other person representing the 
County Council of Cork, whereas he had | 
himself gone carefully into this matter in 
conjuncticn with the hon. Member for 
Cork, and the President, who attached 
the very greatest importance to the co- 
operation of the Lord Mayor of Cork, 
Mr. Birrell. 
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the Mayor of Limerick, the Mayor of 
Waterford, and the chairmen or other 
persons representing the County Councils 
of Cork, Waterford, Kerry, and Limerick, 
They wanted to enlist the support of 
those persons in order that the people in 
those districts might feel that they hada 
voice in the representation. He thought, 
therefore, that it was better to have the 
larger body of twenty-eight rather than 
his hon. friend’s smaller body of twenty- 
four, and instead of having two they would 
have eight representatives of civic authori- 
ties. Galway was a very difficult case in. 
deed. The fortunes of that college largely 
depended upon their being able to enlist 
the interest of the locality round about 
Roscommon, Sligo, and other towns, 
Unless they could make these reprosenta- 
tive bodies of the localities feel that they 
had a University within reach of Galway 
he was afraid the institution might have 
a stiff time before it, whereas, if they 
really could under the new constitution 
make the people in all these towns 
surrounding Galway feel that they had a 
University of their own the institution 
would feel a beneficial effect. ‘To do 
that it would be better to have twenty- 
six, including seven civic representatives. 
After all, there again the civic repre- 
sentatives would be in a permanent 
minoritv. On the whole, therefore, he 
thought they were bound to give those 
places a chance, and for his part he would 
not be in the least frightened of their 
behaving in an unreasonable manner, or 
interfering with matters in regard to 
which they obviously did not possess the 
necessary knowledge. He thought, on 
the other hand, they would take a great 
part in the future development of the 
colleges. He would not care to say that 
those figures, made after elaborate con- 
sultation and enormous correspondence, 
were final. He preferred to leave it to 


| experiment, and after a few years they 


might possibly make some alteration in 
the direction suggested by the hon. 
Member. He could not accept the 
Amendment, 


Mr. WILLIAM O'BRIEN (Cork) said 
he was glad to hear the Chief Secretary's 
reply to the hon. Gentleman, who, he 
hoped, would not further press _ his 
Amendment. Though the hon. Member 
was a distinguished and worthy academic 
authority, yet he was perhaps not s0 
well acquainted as men of the world 
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with all the necessities of the case. ‘The 
hon. Gentleman had very frankly ad- 
mitted that his object was to cut down 
the popular representation to the minimum 
and to flood the governing bodies with 
professorial and academic  dignities. 
fo do that would, in his opinion, destroy 
one of the healthiest principles of this 
sil, which was that these Universities 
were to be the people’s Universities, to 
which representatives of the people were 
expected to contribute, and in whose 
management consequently the representa- 
tives of the people would be entitled to 
have a voice. He did not share the 
alarm of the hon. Gentleman that the 


academic element on those governing | 
He thought | 
| 


bodies would be weakened. 
the danger was rather the other way. 
It might be too predominant, and it 
might be that these academic personages 
would fall into a condition of sleepiness 
and inertia unless they had a healthy 
public opinion behind them. 
the Chief Secretary was absolute'y 
right in anticipating that these terrible 
lord mayors and county councillors 
would really have no ambition to teach 
Greek or physical science. So far 
as Cork College was concerned, at all 
events, he thought they would rather 
act in the direction followed by 
Birmingham University of encouraging 
local initiative, with a view to the 
development of special local industries 
and the practical means of life. With 
that object, in his opinion, the presence 
on these head bodies of local business 
men of capacity, skilled agriculturists, 
and others, was quite as essential an 
ingredient of success as the presence 
of more learned professors would be. 
The Chief Secretary had pointed out 
that the effect of this consequential 
Amendment would be that outsi le 
Cork no corporation or county council 
would have any representation what- 
ever, and the result would be to deprive 


Cork of any reasonable claim it might | 


have for the assistance of other counties. 
There was really no earthly reason that 
he could understand why the desire of 
these popular bodies to give a helping 
hand to the great work of Cork 
College should be deliberately cut out. 
In every matter connected with the Bill 
they would really have to trust people, 
and the more influence théy gave to 
sturdy democratic opinion the surer they 
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might be of the success of these Univer- 
sities in an academic and every other way. 


*¥Mx. CHARLES CRAIG suid he give 
this proposal his hearty support. The 
position which the Chief Secretary had 
taken up was toa very large extent different 





He thought | 


from that which he took up on the First 
Reading. H: said then, speaking, it was 
| true of the Senate of the Universities, and 
not of the governing bodies of the colleges, 
| that the Senates would be academically 
| elected bodies, and anybody who had the 
| honour of finding himself a member there- 
|after of either of these Senates would be 
| so because he had received the votes of 
the professors and graduates of the 
Universities. The same idea ran through 
| his whole speech when dealing with the 
question «f the governing bodies, and he 
| said it was thought three years would be 
sufficient as the period of nomination, 
and after these three years they also 
would be academically elected bodies. 
The impression left on his mind from 
the Chief Secretary’s speech was 
totally different from the impression 
which he obtained from reading the 
Caarter himself. The case of the 
Dublin college was nearer perfection 
than either of the other two, although it 
was still a long way from perfection, but 
he found that taking those who were 
nominated by the Crown as academic 
members, which of course did not neces- 
sarily follow, there were on a board of 
thirty-four fourteen members who were 
not academic members. The duties 
which fell on the governing body 
of a college were purely academic duties, 
so technical that a person who had not 
gone through a University himself would 
be very ill-adapted to carry them out. 
In the case of Galway and Cork the pro- 
| portion was still more gross. In the case 
/of Cork they had twelve unacademic 
members of the governing body, and 
sixteen academic members. In that case 
they were almost approaching the point 





where the unacademic equalled the 
academic members. In the ease of 
|Galway it was even worse. There 


| was an assortment of ten persons drawn 
| from counties all around Galway, to six- 
| teen academically appointed members. 
| The Chief Secretary gave it as a reason 

for the appointment of these non- 

academic members that without interest- 
‘ing the counties the Universities would be 
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a failure. He begged to differ altogether 
on that point. If the Universities could 
only be made a success by allowing the 
counties of Leitrim, Mayo, Roscommon, 
Sligo, and Clare as well as Galway, to 
elect representatives to the governing 
body of the colleges, and if it was neces- 
sary to resort to these means of exciting 
public interest in the college, it was not 
likely to be a success under ary circum- 
stances. On the contrary, just as he 
believed Queen’s College, Galway, would 
have been a success long ago had it not 
been for the ban of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy, and would at present be a 
thriving and a highly useful institution, 
so would the new college which had the 
approval of the hierarchy be a-success so 
far as numbers were concerned. The same 
thing applied to Cork. He had not the 
slightest doubt that under the new scheme 
proposed by the Bil), both Galway and 


Cork, when the edict went forth that | 


Ntoman Catholics might make use of them, 


would be filled in a very short time. It was | 


a great deal better, in his view, that purely 
azademic and purely technical University 


aifairs connected with the colleges should 


be left in the hands of men who had 
themselves gone through a University, 
and who knew something about its 
management. Such persons were 
obviously better fitted to manage the 
University than persons who would 
he sent there by various munici- 
pal and = county authorities out. 
side. He had had some small experi- 
eme in the management of a hospital 
and he was on the governing body of 
a large hospital in Belfast, and his ex- 
perience there was that on technical 
questions the whole tendency was to 
leave the settlement in the hands of those 
members of the governing body who 
happened to be doctors. The same thing 
would happen in this case, and the locally 
elected members of the governing body 
would have to leave the management of 


purely technical affairs to the academic part | 


of the council, and it would be much better 
that local representation should be mini- 
mised as much as possible. He had also 
found that the professional part of the 


governing body in the case of the hospital | 


he had spoken of was always very 
much less liable to be influenced by out- 
side pressure. If a new doctor was to 
be appointed very great pressure was 
brought to bear on the members of the 
governing body who were not professional 
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men. That pressure was much more 
seldom brought to bear on the doctors, 
and even if it was they were always 
inclined to look at the thing much more 
from a purely professional point of view 
than were the outside members of the 
governing body, and precisely the same 
thing would happen in the case of the 
governing bodies of the colleges. In 
Galway he could quite imagine, when the 
question came up of the appointment of 
a professor, th-re would be an enormous 
number of outsiders who really knew 
very little about the qualifications of the 
applicants, and he was quite sure these 
varivus representatives in the seven or 
eight counties would be liable to a very 
great deal of pressure, and the chances 
of the wrong man being elected would 
be very much greater in the case of 
a body formed as it was under the 
Chief Secretary’s scheme than it would 
be under the scheme which his hon, 
|friend proposed. This was a purely 
technical point, into which the ques- 
tion of denominationalism or undenomi- 
nationalism did not enter very much, 
but he thought it a most imp rtant one, 
and he hoped the House would very 
seriously consider it before they rejected 
the proposal. 





Mr. MOORE said they had heard a 
great deal in the course of the argument 
about the desirability of giving these 
civic bodies representation. He thought 
as much interest would be taken by local 
people in the local University whether 
members of the county councils were on 
the governing body or not. All this 
proceeded from the mistaken application 
of the theory that where there was a 
|contribution coming from a local body, 
| the local body was entitled to representa- 
ition. But it was not suggested here that 
|there was any contribution from local 
| bodies, and they had no right to be 
|represented. If they put people who 
'were themselves elected igto a position 
of responsibility on the governing bodies, 
they would be exposing those people to 
very severe pressure from their own elec- 
tors. He did not think the members would 
value it at all. They knew very well in 
| local government administration the in- 
| tense pressure, in some cases bribery, he 
was sorry to say, especially in the south 
and west of Ireland. [Cries of “No.” 
It was quite easy to say “No,” but cases 
were in the public knowledge—charges, 
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at any rate, had been made and tried. 
If this happened in local administration, 
he fancied the local administrators who 
were placed on these bodies would be 
exposed to very much the same influ- 
ences, and he did not think it was to 
their good, or that it added anything 
to the stability of the University. 
They would canvass for the election of 
professors just as they would for the 
appointment of a charwoman or a gate 
porter. But there were many more 
important points to deal with. The 
proposal in the Bill was that the entire 
enstitution of the governing body of the 
three local colleges was to be carried out 
by charter. As a matter of fact they 
knew that a charter was the act of the 
Sovereign and it was only by the courtesy 
of the Chief Secretary that they had been 
able to the draft charter. The 
House had no power to control the issue 
tomorrow of another revised 
charter in entirely different terms. When 
these colleges had been in existence six 
months and the money had been voted, 
there was nothing to prevent another 
charter being issued, and the House would 
hive no control whatsoever over the 
yoverning bodies of those colleges, and the 
whole face of their creation could be 
changed without the intervention of the 
House. Surely this was a case in which it 
vas both possible and desirable that the 
nstitution of the governing bodies should 
e laid down by statute. The Bill itself 
ontained the constitution of the govern- 
ng bodies cf the Universities. That 
vas provided for by statute, and when the 
(aief Secretary said that he did not want 
\ stereotyped form that was his way of 
tering by charter what did not suit him. 
He thought that argument would apply 
ually to creating the governing body of 
the University by charter, but the right 
hon, Gentleman had not done that and he 
would not see any reason why the constitu- 
tion of the colleges should not be con- 
lled by the House. Why was it not 
lone in this case, because that was the 
ppular tendency? London University 
vas controlled by Act of Parliament, and 
wrely it was right that where Parliamevt 
wted money it should impose conditions 
vhich could only be altered by the consent 
if Parliament. Notwithstanding this the 
(iif Secretary said that he was not 
ping to put the constitution of these 


see 
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colleges into a Bill on account of the in- 
convenience of having them altered by 
Parliament. The moment he said that he 
gave the whole of his case away. Those 
who were jealous of the privileges of the 
House ought to insist that the rights and 
the power to control the collges now 
being created should be protected in this 
way. He thought his hon. friend had 
done a valuable service in drawing the 
attention of the House to this kind of 
interference by charter, because they were 
losing by this procedure all control of the 
governing bodies of these three colleges. 
Unless some reason was given for 
differentiating ihe treatment between the 
Universities and these three colleges, 
he hoped the House in defence of its own 
interests and im accordance with more 
recent developments would vote for the 
Amendment of his hon. friend the Member 
for Cambridge University. 





| *Sir WILLIAM ANSON thought 
this was a matter of very great 


importance and he regretted that the 
Chief Secretary had been obliged to 
leave the House. The question was not 
| whether the schedule of his hon. friend 
jor that of the Chief Secretary was the 
| bett or. Local authorities played a 
| large part in the schedules of the Chief 
| Secretary, and he would be the last 
person to contest the right of local 
authorities to be represented on the 
governing bodies and institutions to 
which they made contributions or in 
which they were necessarily locally 
interested. He knew the value of the 
assistance which local authorities had 
given in education in this country too 
well to. doubt that in Ireland they 
would be efficient and desirous of pro- 
moting education in the areas over 
which they presided. He did not wish 
t» raise any question of the merits of 
these two governing bodies proposed 
respectively by the Chief Secretary and 
the Member for Cambridge University. 
What he wished was to impress upon 
the House that after a 








large sum 
of money had _ been allocated by 
Parliament, it was not right that 


the House should be debarred from 
considering what was to be the con- 
stitution of the bodies by whom the 
money was going to be spent. It 
| seemed to him that to leave this matter 
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to be dealt with by charter was quite 
contrary to the spirit in which they 
had been in the habit of dealing with 
such matters. He was not speaking with 
any hostility to the measure before 
them, and there was no question of 
denominationalism or undenominational- 
ism in the matter. He simply wanted 
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to insist upon the right of the House of | 


Commons to determine the constitution 
of bodies which were going to spend a 
large sum of public money, and as he 
had not heard a single argument against 
that point from the other side he should 
support the Amendment of his hon. 
friend. 


*Mr. BUTCHER said he would like | 
to reply to one or two of the speeches. 
The Chief Secretary had said that the con- 
stitution of these colleges was entirely 
experimental and, therefore, ought to 
be put in the charter rather than in the 
Act. But if the constitution of the col- 


leges was experimental, so, too, was the 


constitution of the Universities, and as 
had already been pointed out, 
Chief Secretary had not ventured 
that account to withdraw the constitu- 
tion of the two Universities from 
discussi mn in the House. They all held 
together, those five bodies, the 
Universities, 
colleges. In comparing 
elements which went to form 
governing bodies of the colleges 
had been assumed that the 
of the Crown should be 
an academic element. 


the 
these 


Looking “at | 


the history of appointments in Ireland | 
assume 
that the nominees of the Crown would be 
he 
had moved to reduce the nominees of the 
have 


of | 


he was not quite able to 


of that character. In Committee, 
Crown, but he did not wish to 

instead a preponderating element 
councillors. 
understood that 


he was not 


there should be others than 
persons on those bodies. 


from the introduction into 
bodies of men 
experience, in close touch 
communities they represented, 
fore, he desired that this 


Sir William Anson, 


with 
There- 
element 


two | 
and the three constituent | 


regarded Pas 


At the same time le‘ it be 
agiinst a 
mixed constitution, for he desired that 
academic 
He had seen 
himself in the practical working of such 
governing bodies great advantage come 
academic 
of business with civic | 
the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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undue proportion. The hon. Me »mber for 
Cork had spoken of the advantage that 
came from bringing a whiff or breath 
of public air into those closer academic 
bodies and he quite agreed with him. 
If he were dealing only with the ( ‘ollege of 
Cork he would be strongly tempted 
to leave the constitution as it was, because 
he had already seen partly in the muni- 
ficent action of the hon. Member for Cork 
himself and in the keen interest 
which a great many persons in Cork 
had taken in this question a pledge and 
promise that popular representation in 
Cork would not be tempted to abuse its 
powers. But they were now laying 
down a constitution which was to last 
for years, and be applicable to all the 
The Chief Secretary had said 
that he had perfect confidence that the 
county councils of Treland would not 


interfere with patronage; but if that 
|was so it would be the very first 
instance in which the county councils 
had refrained from exercising — the 
privilege. If there was one thing 
above another that brought together 
county councillors from the remotest 
parts of the country it was the 
exercise of patronage. He did not 
suggest that they would have some 
malign influence over the college in 
their own neighbourhood ; but what- 
,ever they knew about other things, 
they did not know much about 
the government and policy of Univer- 


| 
| 
| 





) sities. They might or might not have 
a political bias. He did not rest it 
}on that, but on the fact that though 


it was wise to excite their interest and 


| elicit their generosity, it was not wise 
| to put so much power in their hands. To 


sum it all up, his one object in this Amend- 
ment, as in the others that he had put 
down, was to start these Universities 
and colleges on lines that would 
ensure a successful future. In order to 
do that, his confident belief was that 
they should be kept free as far as 
possible from all religious and political 
outside influences, and that the Univer 
sity element, as distinct from the civic 
element, ought largely to preponderate 
in the government. 


Mr. BIRRELL agreed that the problem 


was to combine the academic and civic 
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elements. No University had been estab- 
lished of late years on any other prin- 
ciple than that of invoking the aid of 
the locality were it was situated, and 
anybody who knew anything of the work 
of primary or secondary education knew 
that it was hopeless to establish a Uni- 
versity without the presence on the 
governing body of representatives of 
the locality. It was most desirable 
that they should reserve to themselves 
greater liberty to try the experiment 
of these governing bodies rather than 
to stereotype them in the Bill; — but 
the House would never consent to the 
minimising of the civic element that was 
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The whole question was what proportion 
they were to fix between the civic and 
academic elements. There was a very 
considerable difference between the hon. 
Gentleman and himself. The hon. Gen- 
tleman cut the civic representatives in 
Cork down to two; while preserving 
the academic majority he desired to 
enlist the sympathy of the county coun- 
cils of that great province which the 
University would serve, and he could 
not, therefore, accept the Amendment. 


Question put. 
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contained in the hon. Member’s schedule. | 38. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Armitage, R. 

Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boland, John 

Boulton, A. C. F. 

Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

srige, John 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner, J. F. L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon, John 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 

Byles, William Pollard ; 
Cameron, Robert “ 

Chance, Fredreick William 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 

Clancy, John Joseph 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough. William 

Clynes, J. R. 

Cobbold, Felix Thornle 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
“orb 4t,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d | 
( rnwall, Sir Edwin A. | 
Cotton, Sir H. J. §. 
Cowan, W. H. 

‘rean, Eugene 

Crooks, William 
Cullinan, J. 
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Curran, Peter Francis 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Joseph 

Dickinson, W.H. (St.Pancras,N. 
Dillon, John 

Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Esslemont, George Birnie 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gill, A. H. 

Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Sir Danie] Ford 
Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

yurdon, Rt Hn.Sir W. Brampton 


| Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
| Halpin, J. 


Harcourt, Rt. Hn. L.(Rossendale 


‘ Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Tardie,J.Keir(Merthy: Tydvil) ; 


Harmsworth.Ceci!l B.(Wore’r) | 
Harrington, Timothy 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Halsam, Lewis (Monmcuth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

SuniEs, | P 
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Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hogan, Michael 

Horniman, Emslie John 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Illingworth, Perey H. 
Jackson, R. S. ‘i 
Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones,Sir D. Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Joyce, Michael 

Kavanagh, Walter M. 
Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kettle, Thomas Michael 
Kilbride, Denis 

Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lundon, W. 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester* 
Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Maclean, Donald 


| MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 


MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. 
Mac Veigh,Charles(Donegal.F.)| 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 
M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Taren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Mansfield, H. Rencall (Lincoln) 
Markham, Arthur Besil 
Marnhem. F. J. 

Meagher, Michec] 

Mechan, Frencis E. (Leitrim.N. 
Mechan,Vatrick A.(Qucen’s Co. 
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Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Natheniel 
Molteno, Perey Alport! 
Mooney, J. J. a 
Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) ." 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) | 
Morse, L. L. 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphey, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, Horatio 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Napier, T. B. 

Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nugent, Sir Walter Richard 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

©’ Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

©’ Doherty, Philip 

0’ Donnell, John (Mayo, 8.) 

O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley, William 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pailipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Phillips, John (Longford, 8.) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central) 


Anson, Sir,William Reynell 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Mano-) 
Clark, George Smith 
Collins,Sir Wm.J.(S. Pancras, W 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Cory, Sir Clifford John 
Craig,Charles Curtis(Antrim,S. | 
Craig,CaptainJames (Down,E.) | 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Du Cros, Arthur Philip 


Amendment proposed _ 


‘ 


‘ the,’ and to insert the words 
—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 11,‘after the word ‘ Charter,’ | 
; ‘or an alteration of 
existing Charter.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 


to insert the words 


Amendment agreed to. 


| Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
| Reddy, M. 


| Redmond, William (Clare) 


| Roberts,Sir JohnH.(Denbighs. ) 
| Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradf'rd 


| Rogers, F. E. Newman 
| Rowlands, J. 


any such new.’ 
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Price,Sir Robert J.(Norfolk,E.) 
Radford, G. H. 
Raphael, Herbert H. 


Redmond, John E, (Waterford 


Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt’p 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 


Robinson, S. 

Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 


Russell, 'T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Sears, J. E. 





Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Show,Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Shipman, Dr. John G, 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook | 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 


Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S.) | 


| Snowden, P. 


Spicer, Sir Albert ~ 
Stanley,Hn.A. Lyulph (Chesh.) | 


NOES, 


Fell, Arthur 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
Hill, Sir Clement 

Hills, J. W. 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Joynson-Hicks, William 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S) | 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William | 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
M‘ Arthur, Charles 

Magnus, Sir Philip | 


Universities Bill. 448 
Steadman, W. C. 

Straus, B. 8. (Mile End) 
Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thorne, G. R.(Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson, James 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walton, Joseph 

Ward,John (Stoke upon Trent) 
Wardle, George J. 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Rt. Hn.SirThomasP, 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wood, T. McKinnon 

Young, Samuel 


| TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr, 


Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


Massie, J. 
Moore, William 
O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Percy, Earl 
Rawlinson, JohnFrederick Peel 
Roberts,S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Sta ffsh, 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 


| Thornton, Percy M. 


Nogs— 
fugh 


TELLERS FOR THE 
Mr. Butcher and Mr. 
Barrie. 


*Sir PHILIP MAGNUS said that in 


“In page 2, line 11, to leave out the word |the absence of the hon. Member for 


” | Cambridge University he wished to move 


| an Amendment, of which he himself had 


| also given notice. 


The main object of his 


'Amendment was to give in the first 
‘instance powers of recognising institu 


itions and 


| Gan; 
an | Penate. 


teachers 
'tory Commissioners rather than to the 
As soon as the functions of the 
| Statutory Commissioners ceased it would 


to the Statu 


|be in the power of the Senate of the 
University to recognise any institution 
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that they liked. Personally, he thought 
that it would be a very great advantage if, 
in the first instance, the Statutory Com- 
missieners should be empowered, as 
they were not by the Bill, to recognise 
institutions which would receive the 
privileges referred to in the clause. There 
were many reasons why it was desirable 
that those powers should be given to the 
Statutory Commissioners. In the first 
place, the Statutory Commissioners 
might be said, without any disrespect to 
the new Senate, to be a more judicial 
body than the Senate. They would be 
altogether freer from external influences 
or pressure being brought to bear upon 
them. Further than that, they were 
avery much smaller body, ten in the cas? 
of the Dublin University, and seven in the 
ease Of the Belfast University. 
thought that such a body would be able 
to consider the evidence that might 
be submitted, and adjudicate on the 
claims of institutions to be recognised 
as part of the University very much 
better than the Senate which consisted of 
thirty or forty members. He must say 


that there was a good precedent for the | 


course he recommended. In the ease of 
the London University, the Statutory 
Commissioners actually put into the 
Schedule of the Statutes certain schools 
which became schools of the University. 
Moreover, they scheduled at the same 
time the first list of teachers who were 
to be regarded as recognised teachers of 
the University. There were special 
rasons why the Statutory Com- 
missioners should exercise that power 
in the case of the two new Universities 
in Ireland. He did not think there 
could be any doubt whatever that the 
Statutory Commissioners as well as the 
Senate of the University which was to 
have its seat in Dublin, would recognise 
Maynooth as one of the colleges to which 
this privilege was to be given. Personally, 
he had never seen any objection to the 
recognition of Maynooth, although 
‘imilar objections applied to Maynooth 
which had been urged against Magee 
(illeze. He did not think there 
was any likelihood of the Statutory 
(ommissioners, with the strong evidence 
which would be brought before thein 


is to the importance of recognising 
the College of Maynooth, refusing 
to do so. But there was another 
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| college much more closely connected 
with the educational life of Ireland, 
which it seemed to him it was still more 
important shou'd be recognised in the 
new University to be established in Dublin. 
He was not so certain that the Royal 
College of Science would receive the 
same measure of recognition from the 
Senate to be appointed as he believed 
it would from the Statutory Commission- 
ers, after hearing all the evidence as to 
its claims. He referred, as he had done 
in the Committee upstairs, to the im- 
portance of closely associating one of 
these new Univers:ties with the Royal 
College ( 
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of Science; and there were 

several reasons why that College 

should be associated with the new 

University at Dub‘'in. He ventured 

to think that one of the first duties 

| of the Commissioners would be so 


|to arrange matters that there should 
be no overlapping nor cause of friction 
between the Royal College of Science 
|and the University to be established 
'in Dublin. The time had long since 
|passed when humanistic studies were 
regarded as the main subject upon which 
a course of University education should 
ibe founded. Oxford and Cambridge 
(had both created schools of applied 
science in which engineering and agri- 
culture were taught, and every new 
University which had been established 
in this country had made its faculty of 
applied science one of the most important 
in the University. If they looked abroad 
they found the same thing. In France 
new Universities had been established in 
many towns, and attached to them all 
were what were called special schools, 
in which some branch of applied science 
or technology was made an essential pat 
of the instruction. In Germany, for a 
long period, two sets of Universities had 
been in existence. That was to say, the 
teaching of applied science had been 
divorced from University education. 
The Germans themselves acknowledged 
that no greater mistake was ever made, 
and that if they were establishing their 
Universities afresh, they would attach 
the faculties of engineering and applied 
science to the Universities. In Ireland, 
of all countries, it was very important 
that great prominence shou!d be given 
to the teaching of applied science and 
technology, and for that reason he 
| strongly urged that the Commissioners to 


| 
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be appointed should have the power of 
recognising the Royal College of Science. 
There could be no doubt whatever that 
in the new University at Dublin applied 
science would be taught, and he had no 
hesitation in saying there was no room 
in Dublin for three efficient schools of 
applied science. There was already such 
a school in connection with Trinity 
College, and there was the Royal College 
of Science, and it would be a lamentable 
waste of effort and money if separate 
laboratories were to be established in 
connection with the new University, 
having regard to the excellent arrange- 


ments that now existed for the 
teaching of different branches of 
pure and applied science in the 
Royal College of Science. Complaint 


was made that the amount of money 
placed at the disposal’of the new Univer- 
sity for building and maintenance was 
insufficient, but if use were made of the 
facilities for the teaching of science 
which already existed in connection with 
the Royal College of Science, a large 
amount of money would be set free for 
the purpose of establishing those hostels 
which were such an important part of 
the organisation of a University. Only 
recently a Departmental Committee, of 
which the Minister for War was Chair- 
man and of which he himself had been a 
member, recommended that the Royal 
College of Science and School of Mines 
at South Kensington, together with the 
City Guilds Technical College should be 
united in a new Institution to be known 
as the Imperial College of Science and 
Technology and should be affiliated 
to the University of London, and only 
yesterday it was admitted as a school 
of the University. But for that recom- 
mendation the Imperial College might 
have preferred to remain apart. It was 
for that reason that he wished the Statu- 
tory Commissioners to have power to 
recognise such colleges as they might 
think should be at once affiliated. 
Suppose that recognition did not take 
place, what would happen ? How were the 
students of the Royal College of Science 
to obtain University degrees? The Royal 
University was already abolished, and 
the students of applied science would 
not be able to obtain a degree at all 
unless this college was recognised as part 
of the University. The students of this 
institution, which had done a most import- 
ant work for the last forty years, would not 


Sir Philip Magnus, 
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otherwise be able to obtain degrees from 
the new University. What he had said 
with regard to Dublin applied equally 
to the University at Belfast. He had 
an Amendment on the Paper that the 
Technical Institute of Belfast should be 
represented on the governing body of 
the University of LBelfast. It wag 
essential that there should be the 
closest intimacy between the two. There 
were branches of engineering taught at 
the Queen’s College and other branches 
taught at the Technical Institute, and it 
was essential that there should be no 
overlapping. The amount of money at 
the disposal of the new University was 
not too great, and it was most important 
that the teaching should be properly co- 
ordinated, and that these institutions, 
which were at present giving instruction 
in applied science, should be aililiated, 
He begged to move, 


*\Mr. BUTCHER seconded the Amend- 
ment. As the Bill at present stood 
affiliation could be carried out only by 
the University governing body. But 
there would be an interval of two, 
perhaps of three years, during which 
the Commissioners were exercising their 


powers and no atfliliation would be 
possible. During this interregnum the 
affiliation of a particular college or 


institute might become pressing, for one 
uf the first duties of the Commissioners 
would be to draw out the general frame- 
work of study and to organise the 
faculties. Now the faculty of science 
could hardly be constituted unless the 


existing machinery for the teaching 
of science in Dublin was at once 
utilised. He reminded the House that 


the Royal College of Science was the only 
college in Ireland which the Robertson 
Commission recommended for immediate 
affiliation, As the Bill stood, however, 
the whole organisation of the science 
faculyy would have to be postponed 
for two or three years until the 
powers of the Commissioners expired, 
and the Senate became the _ body 
responsible for the government of the 
University. This was a matter of 
urgent importance, and he could not 
conceive any reason why the Com- 
missioners should not be entrusted with 
the power. The Chief Secretary said 
he desired to leave the governing 
body of the University free; but the 
Statutory Commissioners were a body 
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yuite as responsible as would be the new 
soverning bodies, and were, moreover, 
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invested with powers far greater 
thn this which was denied them. 


Possibly there were one or two other 
afiliations which ought to be carried 
out at once. He thought it ex- 
tremely likely that the Royal College 
of Surgeons ought to be affiliated 
without delay; but in proposing that 
the Commissioners should have this 
power, he was not suggesting that reluc- 
tant bodies should be affiliated by force. 


Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 2, line 15, after the word ‘ which’ 
to insert the words ‘the Commissioners, and 
ater the powers of the Commissioners 
determine.” —(Sir Philip Magnus.) 
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Question proposed, ‘That those words 
le there inserted in the Bill.” 
Mr. BIRRELL said that whilst in 


wcord with a great deal of what the | 
hon. Members had said, he really did | 
ot see the necessity of the Amendment. | 
He was the last person in the world to 
loubt the qualifications of the body of 
vitlenmen who, at great self-sacrifice, 
had consented to take upon themselves 
merous duties, and to become Commis- | 
The proposal of the Amend- | 
ent was that the actual power of affilia- 
tion of any institution under the Bill 
should be taken away, at all events for 
the time being, from the Senate and | 
mferred upon the statutory body of | 
(ymmissioners. He did not think that | 
would be wise or desirable. The Com- | 
missioners would have full power to} 
uake such recommendations as they 
night think fit as to what bodies should | 
e affiliated, and it would be in the power | 
of the Senate to come to a decision | 
upon any matter that might be of urgent | 
importance. It would be impossible for | 
the Commissioners to proceed with the | 

| 

| 

| 


soners. 


termination of the faculty of science 
vithout knowing whether the College 
if Surgeons was willing to be affiliated, 
id whether the Senate intended to 
ililiate it. Supposing the Senate found 
that the college was willing to be affiliated, 
tt would be quite possible for it to meet 
ind decide the question, and the respon- 
ibility should be upon them rather than 
won the Commissioners, whose powers 
Were already sufficiently great to excite 
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a certain amount of alarm amongst 
people interested in the subject. The 


Senate would be able to meet immediately 
after the passing of the Act for the purpose 
of electing Chancellors, and it would also 
meet from time to time for the purpose 
of relieving the work of the Commis- 
sioners and enabling them to know 
exactly what form their statutes were 
to take. The Senate would be able to 
meet at any time to consider any point 
that might be submitted to it, and he 
was quite sure they would give every 
consideration to any recommendation, 
aye or no, coming from a body so com- 
petent to perform their duties as the 
(Commissioners, whether the College of 
Surgeons or the College of Science should 
be affiliated. He regarded the power of 
recognising courses of study in external 
colleges with a good deal of suspicion, 


| and, if the Senate exercised any freedom 


which they must allow them, he hoped 
they would do so in a jealous and guarded 
spirit. He quite recognised that the 
case of the College of Science in Dublin 
presented difficulties, and that it would 
be a difficult thing to organise the faculty 
of science of the new University leaving 


| that body altogether out of consideration. 


Many of the Commissioners were well 
acquainted with Dublin and the work 


|of the College of Science, and, if these 
| eminent men were to come to the con- 


that it was necessary for the 
working out of their scheme that the 
College of Science should be taken in, 
and they made a recommendation of 
that kind, he was quite sure the Senate 
would give that recommendation every 


clusion 


| consideration. 


Mr. WALTER LONG said he was 
sorry the Chief Secretary could not 


|meet the difficulty raised by his hon. 


friends. It would, of be the 


course, 


aim and object of the new University to 
| extend its area as widely as it could and 


off-r as great facilities as possible for 
higher education in every branch. The 
College of Surgeons and the College of 
Science were two institutions which had 


attained a high position amongst educa- 


tional establishments in the world, and 
they had gone through a very serious 
period of development in their history. 
The Chief Secretary, he thought, ignored 
the fact that they were endowing this new 
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University with a large amowitof public 
money; and surely he knew that to 
argue that the Senate could give effect to 
this or that desire was really rather mis- 
leading. The powers of the Commis- 
sioners took precedence of any powers 
the Senate might have, and, assuming it 
to be the desire of the new University to 
offer facilities for education in science or 
surgery, it was quite conceivable that 
using the endowment Parliament was 
giving they might arrive at some scheme 
offering improved facilities on those of 
the College of Science and College of 
Surgeons at lower terms. He did not 
think it would have been outrageous to 
demand that those institutions should be 
affiliated, presuming they were willing. 
If they did not desire to be affiliated, 
well and good; but, assuming that they 
did, were they going to leave it open to 
the new University to destroy them by 
creating competing institutions? The 
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happen. They did not ask that the 
colleges should have priority; all they 
asked was that it should be obligatory on 
the part of the Commissioners to hear 
and consider the case whether they 
should be affiliated; and, if the case was 
proved, to do what was necessary to 
affiliate them. Was it to be left to the 
Senate to decide, aye or no, according as 
cheaper and better facilities might be 
offered by the new Universities ? Surely 
the Chief Secretary must see that that was 
not treating the colleges fairly. These in- 
stitutions were absolutely undenomina- 
tional, and there could be no arguments 
similar to those used im connection with 
Amendments previously moved. They 
occupied special positions not only in 
Ireland but throughout the world. Did 
the Chief Secretary really believe he was 
giving them a fair chance by refusing the 
Amendment? He could answer for it that 
there was a very widespread feeling in 
Ireland, not by any means confined to 
one side of politics or creed, in support of 
the view put forward, and he profoundly 
regretted that the Chief Secretary had 
been unable to meet it, because he 
believed that by rejecting Amendments 
of this kind he was not giving his Bill the 
fair start which it ought to be given if it 
was to prove the success which it ought 
to be. 


Amendment negatived, 
fa} 


Mr. Walter Long 


{COMMONS} 
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*Mr. BUTCHER moved an Amend. 
ment to provide that affiliation shou'd 
be “by statute.” The question was 
whether this very important question 
of affiliation—because there was no other 
word which expressed the meaning— 
should be carried out by statute or by 
resolution. For the moment, he would 
ask the House to put out of their heads 
the question of Maynooth, on which he 
would not enter, although it was the 
one which was most prominent in their 
minds when the word affiliation was 
mentioned. Maynooth was not the only 
body in Ireland which might be affiliated, 
Probably many hon. Members were 
not aware that there were many other 
seminaries in Ireland besides Maynooth, 
and bodies which would undoubtedly 
desire to get University degrees. It 
was given in evidence before the Robert- 
son Commission by Dr. O’Dea, then 


| Vice-President of Maynooth, that among 
Chief Secretary did not think it would | 


the religious orders in Ireland there 
would probably be a hundred at any given 
moment who might wish to attend 
University courses in Arts. There were 


}in Ireland altogether fourteen orders 


| 


|which embraced something like 600 
priests. In addition to the religious 





orders, there was another class of clerical 
students who were preparing in their own 
seminaries for work in England or 
the Colonies, and that work was carried 
out at All Hallows College, Dublin, and 
also at four diocesan colleges. There 
were over 300 of these students, and 
they had been told on the same 
authoritative evidence that there would 
probally be about 100 candidates who 
would & desire to graduate in Arts. 
It was; quite clear that very great 
pressure would be brought to bear by 
all the seminaries in Ireland to 
get the same privileges which were 
given to any one seminary. But it was 
not merely a seminary question. There 
were a great many other colleges in 
Ireland which had nothing to do with 
clerics, where laymen would seek to get 
degrees by living in them as affiliated 
institutions without the necessity of 
residence at the seat of one of the con- 
stituent colleges. He mentioned this 
merely to show that affiliation ought to 
be guarded by the most stringent pro- 
visions that the House could provide, 
not from a religious or denominational, 
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put from a purely educational point of 
view. If the Universites they were now | 
setting up were to be teaching Univer- | 
sities, residential Universities in the | 
real sense, the facilities for affiliation | 
must be limited to the very utmost of 
their power, otherwise it was frankly 
his belief that they might as well 
maiitain the Royal University as an 
examining body and not disturb existing | 
arrangements and waste an enormous | 
amount of public money. If that was 
so the privilege ought to be granted in | 
a very guarded and restricted manner, 
and a mere resolution of the govern- 
ing body should not be sufficient | 
to carry out affiliation. There were | 
two other considerations in this federal | 
University, which made it all the more | 


| 
| 
| 


important that the procedure should be | 
careful and deliberate. The first was this. 
The new University of Dublin was a 
federal University, and one of the weak- | 
nesses of a federal University was that its 
component elements were rather loosely | 
compacted. It had not that degree of 
unity which obtained in the single 
independent University. It was always 
tending to disintegration, and disin- 
tegrated the new University would 
surely be, if they attempted affiliation 
on any large scale. The other considera- 
tion arose from the fact that according 
to the Bill and the charter read together, 
afiliation might take place on the pro- 
posal of any one of these constituent | 
colleges without the consent of the other 
colleges. To take a single instance; 
suppose the college in Dublin desired | 
that certain institutions should be | 
affiliated to itself that were not even in 
the Province of Leinster, but in 
Munster, and within the sphere of 
influence of the college of Cork. This | 
would at once withdraw students who 
would naturally have gone to the 
college in Cork. Therefore, they needed | 
a method of procedure more careful and 
stringent than they had in _ the 
Bill. In the United Kingdom there 
was in existence one other federal 
University only, namely, the Uni- 
versity of Wales, and affiliation in 
the University of Wales could only be 
done by statute. It required, moreover, 
the approval of the visitor, that is, 
the King acting through the Lord Presi- 
dent of the Council. There they went so 
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far as to make a two-thirds majority 
of those present and voting necessary 
for the making of the statute for 
carrying out affiliation. In the Scottish 
Universities affijistion could only be 
carried out by ordinance, which corres- 
ponded to a statute, and lay on the 
Table of the two Houses, from which 
there was an appeal to the Privy 
Council. There was also an elaborate 
arrangement in the newer Universities 
of Manchester, Leeds, and Liverpool, 
to safeguard the procedure of affiliation. 
Knowing what the dangers of affiliation 
were—dangers to the very existence of 
the new Universities—he thought it 
would be hardly possible for the Chief 
Secretary to refuse the Amendment. 


Universities Bill. 


Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) 


seconded. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, line 16, after the word ‘may,’ to 
insert the words * by statute.’”—(Mr. Butcher.) 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said that to impose 
the obligation referred to by statute 
would defeat the object of the hon. 
Member. The words of the clause 
were— 

“Nothing in this section shall prevent pro- 
vision being made by the charter of the new 
Universities under which the University may 
give to students who are pursuing a course of 
study of a University type approved by the 
governing body of the University in any recog- 
nised college in Ireland under teachers re- 
cognised by the governing body for the 
purpose, the benefit of any privileges of 
matriculated students of the University, or the 
right of obtaining a University degree, subject 
to any conditions or limitations contained in 
the charter or statutes of the University.” 


Having once gone the length of recog- 
nising courses of study and teachers by 
statute they would not watch them with 
the same care afterwards. He shared 
entirely the hon. Member’s anxiety upon 
this subject, and he was all the more 
anxious that the University should keep 
in their own hands the constant power of 
altering and withdrawing the privileges 
conferred by the clause. Supposing 
Dublin solemnly recognised Maynooth or 
some other place by statute, they could 
only take it away by statute, and thus 
instead of strengthening the hands of the 
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University they would put obstacles in 
their way. Procedure by statute in a 
Ministerial Act of this sort, which had to 
be taken almost from term to term, was 
not the ordinary way in the case of other 
Universities. There was, however, a good 
deal of force in the point with regard to 
the fact that Dublin was a federated 
University, having colleges outside at 
Cork and Galway. It was very desirable 
that it should not be in the power of | 
the senate of the University to recognise 
an affiliated institution within the area of | 
influence of one of the outlying con- 
stituent colleges without the consent of 
the governing body of that college. He | 
was not sure that the charter as drawn | 
up was as precise as it ought to be, and 
he was prepared to make an alteration 
so as to prevent the governing body at | 
headquarters from coming within the 
immediate sphere of influence of either 
Cork or Galway, and so affiliating in- 
stitutions they would not otherwise have 
affiliated. In consultation with the hon. | 
Member he would see that the charter 
was altered in that respect. 
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Sir E. CARSON said the point in 
dispute between the right hon. Gentle- 
man and his hon. friend was really | 
one of procedure. He thought the whole 
future of the University scheme which 
was being set up would practically depend 
upon how the procedure worked out. He 
believed that the Senate of the new 
University would do all they could to 
make it a success, and for his own part 
he hoped they would succeed. The 
question of the affiliation of schools was 
of extreme importance, and surely the 
Chief Secretary knew that in a country 
like Ireland it was not merely a question 
of what was said at Maynooth, but it was 
a matter of external pressure. It was 
that pressure which they ought to take 
‘are should be minimised as much as 
possible by the House of Commons as 
regarded the Senate. If he was right in | 
his contention that it was merely a ques- 
tion of procedure, surely they ought to 
adopt that method which was the most | 
deliberate, and which gave the greatest 
possible power to the Senate in resisting 
the pressure that might be put upon them | 
from outside. Instead of having a mere 
resolution which might be carried to 
affiliate any of those colleges or 
seminaries, he thought it should be done | 
by the statute of the University. That | 
Mr. Birrell, 
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| should not be adopted. 
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| was a matter which ought to be fully 


considered, not merely with a view to the 
Senate passing a resolution, but also with 
a view to the statutes being laid upon 
the Table of the House. The Bill gave 
an enormous power to the Senate, and the 
Senate ought to have every opportunity 
of resisting outside pressure. He did 
not think the right hon. Gentleman had 


| given any real answer as to why the 


affiliation 
His hon. friend 
behind him had quoted two precedents— 
one, the precedent of Wales, which was 


more deliberate form of 


|a federated University wherein such a 


matter could only be done by the statute, 
Not only that, but there must be a con- 
siderable majority—a majority of two- 
thirds—in favour of the statute being 
passed. The other precedent quoted by 
bis hon. friend was the Scottish precedent, 
which was in the same direction. Those 
precedents were founded upon common- 
sense and upon the idea that such a matter 
as this ought to be done with the greatest 
possible deliberation in regard to schools 


| which it might not be advisable to admit 


to the position of affiliated colleges. 
In all goodwill he pressed this upon the 
Chief Secretary as a matter which might 
have far-reaching results upon the posi- 
tion which the University would attain 
not only in the United Kingdom, but 
throughout the Empire. If it came to be 
believed outside of Ireland that there 
were schools attached to the University 
which should not be attached to it, 
the University would never reach 
a position of eminence in the world 
of Universities, and in the world of 
science and art. ‘This was a matter 
which ought not to be hastily dealt with. 
It ought to have very grave consideration. 
He thought the Chief Secretary should 
provide some safeguard to ensure that 
afliliations would be carried out in the 
best interests of the University. 


*Mr. C. J. ODONNELL said that the 
Amendment was based on a suspicion that 
these bodies would not have at heart the 
interests of the Universities that they 
represented. Why should the Univer- 


| sities be tied down in swaddling clothes 


from the very outset? It was obvious 
that the persons who would have the 
greatest interest in the Universities would 
be the members of the Senate, and he did 
not think that they should be hampered 
in matters in regard to which they would 
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be very much better informed than any- | 
pody else could be. On that side of the | 
House they believed that the fifty-two 
bodies would be more or less representa- 
tive, and that their work should not be 
made more difficult by unnecessary re- 
strictions. 


Siz WILLIAM ANSON said this was a 
matter of the greatest importance to the 
future of the Universities, and he hoped 
that hon. Members below the gangway 
would understand that, whatever critic- 
isms he had to offer in regard to the pro- 
posals of the Government, he heartily 
desired these Universities to be a success. 
He wished to call the attention of the 
Chief Secretary to this point. The con- 
ditions under which affiliation was to take 
place were indeterminate. ‘There seemed 
to be a risk that the University might be 
flooded by extraneous students who had 
no opportunities for building up the 
traditions on which a University must 
afterwards live, and who might damage 
and disparage its character with the out- 
side world. ‘The afliliation of a college 
ought to be a matter of serious considera- 
tion to the body undertaking it. 
Although the Chief Secretary had said 
that it was so delicate a matter that it 
ought not to be stereotyped in any | 
way by statute, he ventured to say | 
that it was one of those things which 
could not be undone readily. Once | 
done, it could not easily be undone, and 
if the University was to stand on its own 
foundation it ought not to be flooded at 
the outset with extraneous students who 
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| of a college really meant. 


had no opportunity of associating them- | 


selves with the life of the University. 


the University or the right of obtaining 
a University degree, were only to be 
extended to students of affiliated colleges 
“subject to any conditions or limitations 
contained in the Charter or Statutes of 
the University.” 


*Sirk WILLIAM ANSON said that 
might be done or undone by a_ body 
sitting in private, and there was nothing 
in the whole of the conditions of affilia- 
tion to prevent provisions being made for 
the affiliation of colleges contrary to the 
wish of the general body of the 





University. 
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Mr. BIRRELL said there 
statute of the University. 
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was the 


*Sir WILLIAM ANSON said a 
statute of the University was passed by 
the governing body of the University, and 
not by the general body of the Univer- 
sity. The University public had no 
opportunity of considering whether it 
was or was not to the advantage of the 
University that an affiliation should take 
place. Affiliation should not be allowed 


|to take place except after the fullest 


publicity and consideration. He had 
no desire to check the progress of 
affiliation in the case of institutions which 
it was desirable to affiliate, but it was 
most important when a new University 
was to be built up that its life and tradi- 
tion should not suffer from the attiliation 
of institutions which ought not to be 
affiliated. 


Amendment negatived. 


*Smr PHILIP MAGNUS moved to 
amend subsection (4) of the clause so as 


| to provide that the University might 


“recognise any college or institution in 
Ireland” by giving to students the privi- 
leges mentioned in the subsection. The 
purpose of this Amendment was, he said, 
to give a definition of what the recognition 
He would 
point out that there was a little more in 
the Amendment than might appear at first 
sight. He would like the Chiet Secretary 
to explain whether he intended that a set 
of teachers or a particular teacher, who 
might give education of a University 
character, shouid be recognised as such, 


| notwithstanding any conditions under 
| which that teaching was given. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the clause pro- | 
vided that the benefit of the privileges of | 


That 
was to say, was the right hon. gentleman 
prepared to give recognition to institu 
tions in which the education provided 
was clearly of University type, or to 
teachers in Colleges whether or no they 
were properly equipped, 


Mr. RAWLINSON 
Amendment. 


seconded the 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 16, to leave out the word 
‘give,’ and insert the words ‘recognise any 
college or institution in Ireland by giving.’ ”— 
(Sir Philip Magnus.) 


Mr. BIRRELL said he could not 
possibly accept the Amendment, which 
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would completely upset the whole purport 
of the clause. The clause did not pro- 
pose to recognise any college or institution 
whatever in Ireland, as such ; it would 
simply ascertain whether in any particular 
college or institution there were teachers 
of a particular University type, giving 
teaching of a particular character. He 
would point out that they were 
making very slow progress, and that 
they had to get somewhere or other 
through a whole number of Amend- 
ments, and nobody wished to sit 
late that night or beyond a comparatively 
reasonable hour to-morrow. 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘give’ stand part of the Bill.” 


Amendment negatived. 


Mr. BIRRELL moved the insertion 
of the word “matriculated” before, 
“students.” It was obviously a mistake 
to have omitted the word in drafting the 
subsection, because it was perfectly plain 
that the benefit was to be conferred only 
on matriculated students. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 16, after the words ‘give 
to’ insert ‘ matriculated.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘matriculated’ be there inserted.” 


CapTAIn CRAIG said that a consider- 
able number of colleges considered that 
the provisions of the Bill would exclude a 
very large number of extern students 
from the benefits of the measure. As the 
merits or demerits of the Bill were bound 
up with the question whether extern 
students could get a degree under its 
proposals it seemed to him that the only 
opportunity which the House would have 
of discussing the question of extern 
students would be on the Amendment of 
the Chief Secretary. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that even if an 
extern student were to be admitted he 
would have to be matriculated. 


CAPTAIN CRAIG understood that it did 
not entail the student’s being resident in 
the University. 

Mr. BIRRELL: No. 

Mr. Birrell. 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. MOORE asked whether the 
matriculation to be recognised was to be 
at Maynooth or at the University, 


Mr. BIRRELL said that matriculation 
was a University performance. 


Mr. MOORE said that that was quite 
inconsistent with the clause. If it was 
to be matriculation at the University 
these students could not be denied the 
same privileges as the students of the 
University. 


Mr. BIRRELL pointed out that a 
student could not matriculate at May- 
nooth. Maynooth was not a University, 


Mr. MOORE contended in_ that 
case that it went further than the Chief 
Secretary intended, and that the word 
was being put in the wrong place. 
If the right hon. Gentleman read the 
clause with the word “ matriculate ”put in 
after “ pursuing” he would find that the 
student would matriculate in a recognised 
college. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Further Amendment agreed to. 


Captain CRAIG moved to omit the 
provision that the course of study of a 
University type giving students the right 
of obtaining a University degree should be 
‘approved by the governing body of the 
University, in any recognised college in 
Ireland under teachers recognised by the 
governing body for that purpose.” He 
said that the point raised by the Amend: 
ment was very important. Under Clause 
2 as it at present stood there was no 
power whatever to provide that an ex- 
ternal student should be treated in a 
similar manner to that in which he would 
in the Royal University of Ireland. A 
great hardship would be done thereby to 
Irish national school teachers whose case 
could be dealt with by leaving out the 
words suggested in the Amendment. He 
submitted that as these teachers were 
worse paid than similar teachers anywhere 
else they should at least be given the 
privilege under the Bill of attending the 
University and paying half fees. Outside 
that there was the question of the various 
county councils of Ireland sending 
privleged men in their area to be taught in 
the University. There were people in 
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Ireland who could not go and ask for | 
special treatment such as that, and to that 
class his Amendment specially applied. 
The rule would prove a great success to 
those who were able to pass the qualifying 
examination, if this clause passed. But if 
it was confined to those students who were 
students of an affiliated institution, those 
who did not belong to such an institution 
would be cut off from all privileges which 
all personsingthe category had beenanxious 
to obtain in the Royal University of 
Ireland. The institutions to be affiliated 
tothe Universities proposed by this Bill 
were already known. It was also well 
known that none of the county councils 
of Ireland would send up to the Univer. 
sities anyone but their own particular 
proteges. And nobody believed that in 
certain parts of the south and west of 
Ireland such toleration would exist as 
the extension of this privilege by the 
county councils to the small minority of 
Protestant parents who resided there, or 
that their children would ever be sent to 
the University at the expense of the 
rates. That being so, they would refuse 
to goto the county councils for assistance 
to obtain the privileges they had hadin the 
past. One of the greatest blots on the Bill 
was that it excluded entirely the external 
students. Under it they had no oppor- | 
tunities. There need be no question of | 
bigotry, because the Amendment covered | 
both Universities. He submitted that | 
they should not give all these privileges to | 
the students of these affiliated colleges and | 
keep them from a man who desired to take | 
a degree at the University as a reward for | 
his own hard work at the cost of his own | 
small savings. The amendment was abso- | 
lutely necessary in order to protect the 

Universities in Ireland. County councils 

were ail very well, but they were not t» be 

trusted to treat the Universities as they 

ought to be treated ; and in their interest, 

and particularly in the interest of the 

established body of national school 

teachers, he hoped the Chief Secretary 

would allow the Amendment. 





*Mr. CHARLES CRAIG commended | 
the Amendment to the House as one | 
of the utmost importance. There were 
at the present time in Ireland 4,000 
students of the Royal University, and of 
these there were probably 2,500 who had 


worked in their own time, and had per- 
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fected themselves for examination for a 
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degree at the Royal University. The Bill 
would absolutely exclude these students 
from the right which every Irishman had 
enjoyed for a great number of years, to 
present themselves for examination at the 
Royal University and to obtain a degree. 
This was a very serious step for tho 
Government to take. The Chief Secre- 
tary, the hon. Member for Cambridge Uni- 
versity, and other Members, contended 
that the most valuable part ot University 
education was the association with one’s 
fellows, and in this he was to a certain 


extent in agreement; but he would 
ask the House to remember that 
there were fundamental differences 


between England and Ireland in th‘s 
respect. There were many more Uni- 
versities in England, and it was much 
more easy for an individual to become 


a student of a University. Ireland 
was comparatively a much _ poorer 


country, and the proportion of persons 
who could afford the time and money to 
go to a University was much smaller ; in 
fact, the number who would be able to 
avail themselves of the University to be 
set up would be comparatively small. 
Everybody agreed it was desirable that 
people should obtain sufficient knowledge 
to take a degree, and, whilst he admitted 
there were a great many arguments in 
favour of the association of persons in a 
University, he believed nothing but good 
could be said to have come from the 
system which at present existed in Treland, 
and by which anyhody could get a 
University degree if sufficiently clever. 
He had not heard any sufficient argument 
why the right which had been enjoyed in 
Ireland for a great many years should be 
suddenly cut off. The case of the national 
school teacher would be particularly 
hard. If anybody ought to be able to 
obtain a degree with the least amount of 
trouble, it was the person who had to 
impart instruction to others. He could 
not understand what argument could be 
put forward why this deserving class 
should be deprived of the right of taking 
a degree at the Royal University. There 
was also a large number of clergy who 
were too poor to go either to Trinity 
College or to one of the Queen’s Colleges, 
and who, in their leisure hours had 
worked, and had finally presented them- 
selves and obtained a degree at the Royal 
University. They, too, were going vo be 
cut off from the right. 
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Amendment proposed-— 
“In page 2, line 17, tu leave out from the 


word ‘type’ to the second ‘ the’ in line 20.”— 
(Captain Craig.) 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out, to the word ‘for’ 
in line 19, stand part of the Bill.” 


Mr. BIRRELL 
Amendment carried, the 
opinion, would be worthless; certainly 
from that moment all his interest in it 
would cease. They had all along made 
it perfectly plain that their object was to 
try and establish a University of the 
same kind as the Universities of England 
and Scotland, not merely a Univer- 
sity where degrees should be ob- 
tained, but a University which should in 
fact be a teaching institution. It was no 
use saying the University would have 
the power of recognising teaching in 
another place. That in no way disproved 
the value of the new University they were 
setting up, because the rights of affiliation 
whereused would beused in respect of places 
where University teaching was given. 
The case of the national school teachers 
could easily be provided for by the rules 
and regulations of the Universities. 


*Sirn W. J. COLLINS ventured to 
hope that this Amendment would be 
withdrawn. He himself had an Amend- 
ment on the Paper which raised the 
question of the external students, quite 
independently of these matters, and he 
thought it would be better raised on that 
Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment proposed :— 


“In page 2, line 19, after the word ‘ body,’ 
to insert the words ‘of the University.’ °— 
Captain Crai f 

aplain rarg. 


_ Question, “That those words be there 
inserted in the Bill,” put, and negatived. 


*Str W. J. COLLINS, in moving an 
Amendment in the interests of extern 
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, | subject. 
said that were the | | 


Bill, in his | 
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of residential instruction in colleges in 
Dublin was not necessarily incompatible 
with external graduation on the part of 
those who had neither time nor money to 
provide for residential courses. After all, 
residence was not everything. In these 
days, when examinations were so much 
disparaged, it was nevertheless something 
to prove a knowledge of any particular 
The Chief Secretary would not 
run down examinations. He had quoted 
Melancthon to prove they were an antidote 
alike to sloth and to arrogance. ‘The im- 
portance of the University of London in 
this regard was to the point. Some ten 
years ago the University was recon- 
structed by this House, and made a teach- 
ing University. But it was not thought 
wise to shut the door to external students, 
and that door had remained open ever 
since, and notwithstanding the fact that 
it had been made a teaching University 
the external side was as large now as it 
was in 1898, or larger. It was stated in 
the Committee upstairs that this difficulty 
could be got over by providing bursaries, 
scholarships, and so forth. There were 
two types of knowledge which cam 
to the door of the modern democratic 
University, and asked for recognition. 
On the one hand there were those who 
proceeded along the approved course of 
residential teaching with examinations 
conducted largely by their own teachers ; 
and on the other hand there was a high 
standard of pass degrees conducted by 
independent examiners for those who had 
been unable to avail themselves of the 
residential facilities. Many of the most 
worthy candidates would have the door 
shut in their faces if this clause as it 
stood was sanctioned by the House. Not 
only would the national school teachers 
be prevented from obtaining degrees, hut 
many who were engaged in commercial 
pursuits and technical work and training, 
and who, after their day’s work was over, 
sat down and studied the theoretical side 
of the practical work they had done during 
the day, and who desired to register the 
result of their studies in it by taking a 
degree. In his opinion the'University of 
London ought to be a guide to the 
Government in this matter, and it was 


| for that reason he proposed this Amend- 


| ment, 


students, said that notwithstanding what | 


had fallen from the Chief Secretary, he 
ventured to appeal on behalf of the 
external students, because the opportunity 


For the first twenty years of its 
existence the constitution of the London 
University was very much the same as 
that of the University of this Bill. Its 
candidates came only from affiliated 
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institutions. But it was soon found that 


this was very little guarantee of any 
academic attainment whatsoever. It 
was in 1858 that it threw open its doors 
to the external student, and from then 
up to 1898 all the students were external 
students. When in 1898 it was made 
a teaching University it was thought un- 
wise to shut the external door. He 
thought the same experience would 
repeat itself in Ireland. He thought in 
carrying out affiliation the tendency 
would be for the affiliated colleges to 
degenerate. The University of London 
maintained a system of high standard 
examination which kept the door open 
to all who applied. In that way they 
would be recognising a class of know- 
ledge the recognition of which ought not 
to be denied to anybody in a democratic 
free University such as they were told 
the new Universities were going to be in 


Treland. 


Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton) 
said he would not repeat speeches which 
had been made upstairs. He under- 
stood that some of the opposition of the 
Chief Secretary was due to the fact 
that he was afraid this would lead to 
students cramming, and that University 
degrees might be obtained in that way. 
Personally, he had the same detestation 
in regard to cramming. So far as the 
degree was concerned it merely marked 
in these cases the standard of education 
attained, and was not worth much to 
those who received it. That might be the 
idea of the Chief Secretary, because they 
all knew his great scholastic attainments, 
but that was not the idea in the mind of 
the average Irish student. The average 
student trained in a college liked to feel 
that by energy and industry he would 
have a chance of getting one of those 
degrees. What would be the result if 
this Amendment was not carried? There 
were a great number of obscure people who 
through poverty could not obtain the 
highest form of education in the usual 
way, and they resorted to secondary and 
technical schools, burning the midnight 
oil, and in his opinion nobody ought to 
be more encouraged in this form of 
education than those who did all this by 
their own solitary efforts. It was easy 
for the Senates to exercise some control 
over the crammer, because they might 
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inquire as to what method a candidate 
had adopted to gain the knowledge he 
possessed. He was convinced that the 
right hon. Gentleman would be consulting 
the needs of the poor if he would con- 
sider the advisability of accepting the 
Amendment. He could not see what 
danger there was in allowing these 
external students to come in. They had 
to show evidence that they had attained 
a high standard of education or they 
would not get their degree, and then they 
would have paid all their money without 
any result. External students were not 
any danger to college life, and he thought 
the right hon. Gentleman would be well 
advised if he accepted this Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 19, after the word 
‘purpose, to insert the words ‘or to 
students who are pursuing studies otherwise 
than in a recognised college.’ "—(Sir William 

Jollins. ) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


*Mr. C. J. ODONNELL said that for 
over thirty years the Royal University 
had allowed external students to come in, 
and he had never heard any opposition 
from hon. Gentlemen representing Ire- 
land, and there had been no condem- 
nation of the system. Now the proposal 
was being made to exclude externs 
although everybody in Ireland approved 
of the system. He found that the 
association of Catholic graduates met in 
Dublin and condemned this proposal, and 
the Convocation of the Royal University, 
representing 7,000 graduates, demanded 
the inclusion of externs. The Rev. 
Dr. Delany, the Rector of: the Catholic 
University College, also condemned 
the proposal to exclude externs. He 
was quite certain that the Chief Sec- 
retary would not be able to mention 
one single authority in the whole length 
and breadth of Ireland which approved 
of this great desire to have nothing but 
strictly residential college education in 
[reland. There was nothing more 
honourable in the whole field of education 
than the giving of every assistance and 
opportunity to the poor student to win 
a high position in the academic world. 
Such opportunities were necessary for 
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the great body of teachers. It was well 
known that when a teacher was in the 
lower ranks of his profession he could 
not rise unless he got a University 
degree. Another objection to the 
Government proposal was that it would 
practically exclude women. Other Uni- 


vorsities gave degrees to women, and he | 
noticed recently in an Irish newspaper | 
the fact that some nuns had obtained | 


degrees at the Royal Universities. If 
ths right hon. Gentleman would not 


yield on this point he felt sure he would | 


be doing a great injury to education in 
Ireland, for he would be closing the 


door which had been open for thirty | 
years to external students and slamming | 
it in the face of the poor of Ireland. | 
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|which would really be equivalent to the 
retention of the old Royal University. 


| Mr. JOAN REDMOND said the hon, 


Member for Walworth was a member of 
| the Committee upstairs, but not during 
ithe whole of its deliberations. He 
| gathered from the hon. Member’s remarks 
that he must have been absent when this 
matter was under discussion. If he was 
present, he could not understand his 
statement that no people representing 
| Ireland were in favour of this provision 
'in the Bill, because if he was present he 
| would have known that the Nationalist 


| 


| Members spoke and voted against the 
Amendment. 


Even the University of London found it | 


necessary to open its doors to extern | 
He felt strongly that the | 


students. 
proposal to exclude external students 
was a retrograde and undemocratic idea 


which would prevent poor students from | 


obtaining degrees in Ireland. 


Sm E. CARSON said that those who 
were acquainted with the conditions of 
the people of Ireland knew that this was 
an exceedingly difficult question. If 
they were going to have this system of 
external students, why should the Royal 
University be abolished? The Royal 
University had existed as a degree con- 
ferring University, and he supposed it 
was because it had not sufficiently met 
the wants of the people that the new 
Universities were being set wp. 
adopted this Amendment they might as 
well retain the old Royal University. He 
did not see the distinction. At the 
same time he thought they had gone 
a considerable way towards that in 
the provision which had been adopted 
with respect to affiliation of schools and 
colleges throughout Ireland. He doubted 
whether the students would be anything 
but external students, unless great care 
was taken in regard to affiliation. He 
would point out to the mover and seconder 
of the Amendment that the teaching 
obtained in affiliated schools would count 
as if the students had come up to live in 
the University. So far from approving 
of that, he thought it was a blot on the 
Bill. He felt perfectly certain that they 
ought not to go further in putting an 
end to the Bill by inserting provisions 


Mr. C. J. O'Donnell, 


If they | 


Mr. C. J. ODONNELL: 
public body in Ireland. 


I said no 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND said he 
/regarded the elected representatives of 
the people as fulfilling that definition. 
The objection which he and his colleagues 
took to the Amendment had been stated 
by the right hon. and learned Gentleman 
the Mémber for Dublin University. The 
grievance which they had against the 
system of University education which had 
| existed up to the present time had been 
that the Royal University had simply 
been an examining board, and that there 
had been nothing in the nature of a teach- 
| ing residential University. ‘They desired 
| that that University should be abolished, 
and thatthere should be established a teach- 
ing residential University. They were 
| anxious to attract students to Dublin to 
| take their course in that University. He 
| regarded the obtaining of degrees by ex- 
| ternal students who were crammed for 
examinations down in the country, and 
| who had no share in University life, as of 
little value whatever. The value which 
| he attached to University life was to be 
| found, he might almost say, more in the 
| associations and life of the University 
| than in examinations. He was not at all 
| sure that it was a good thing for a boy 
| living down in the country to be crammed, 
and then sent up to takea degree. They 
wanted to attract students to the great 
central institution which they hoped 
would be established. The only argu- 
ments against that was that there would 
'be many poor but clever boys whose 
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parents would not be able to pay for their 
coming up to take the teaching in the 
University. That argument was met by 
the provisions in the Bill which enabled 
county councils, and the Intermediate 
Board of Education, which had large funds 
at its disposal, to establish exhibitions 
and bursaries to enable clever boys to 
come up to Dublin. These exhibitions 
and bursaries would, of course, be properly 
distributed. He was sure no one would 
pay any attention to the unworthy in- 
ginuations thrown out by some _ hon. 
Gentlemen that these exhibitions and 
bursaries would not be given impartially. 
They would be offered to clever boys 
whatever the creed or the politics of their 
parents might be. He would regret ex- 
tremely if the Amendment were carried. 
It would destroy the Bill and leave them 
still with the system of which they com- 
plained under the Royal University. 


*\Mr. BUTCHER said he agreed with 
what had been said by the hon. and 
learned Member for Waterford, and he 
hoped the Chief Secretary would be in- 
exorable on this point. The Amendment 
went to the very heart of the Bill. It 
would establish in the new University 
two competing principles which would 
continue to compete until the one had 
finally vanquished and subjugated the 
other. He believed that when the 
system of examination was brought in 
under the Royal University, classes in the 
teaching institutions were depleted and 
men ceased to learn in the old way, and, 
what was more, the idea of University 
education almost ceased to exist in Ire- 
land. He thought London University 
was a most dangerous precedent, and to 
him it was an example to be avoided in 
regard to Ireland. He did not mean to 
say that London was a failure in its own 
line, but he thought that if the London 
system were transferred to Ireland it 
would be an absolute failure in regard to 
the new University. He admitted that 
the poverty of Ireland was a matter which 
deserved consideration in this matter, and 
when he supported the principle of the 
Bill as against a system of external 
students, he did not do it on the high 
and lofty ground of academic principle, 
but on the ground of the experience of 
Ireland itself. The canker of examination 
had eaten into the whole educational 
system of Ireland. He opposed the 
Amendment not on any @ prior or 
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academic ground, but in order to remedy 
an evil which had been recognised by 
everybody in Ireland who had given 
serious consideration to the question. 
One hon. Gentleman had said that he 
did not know who had ever condemned 


the system of the Royal University 
of Ireland. He did not know any- 
one out of this House who had 
ever defended the Royal University 
system. In three volumes of evidence 
given before the Robertson Com- 
mission he did not remember the 


name of one single witness who had 
defended it. The one thing on which 
everyone was agreed was that the 
system must be brought to an end. 
He admitted that the poverty disability 
was undoubtedly a real one; but other 
countries had proved that their love of 
learning could prevail even over condi- 
tions of poverty. Everybody who knew 
Scotland was aware that though there 
was poverty in that country, thousands 
of young Scotsmen flocked to their 
Universities; and once the love of 
learning was kindled in the people, 
poverty would be no bar to its ac- 
quisition. As the hon. and learned 
Member for Waterford had said there 
were provisions in the Bill which would 
make it possible for the poorer young 
men in Ireland through the Intermediate 
Board and through the county councils 
to be aided in their University education, 
by way of schol:rships, bursaries, and 
paymentoffees. And it wasto beremems 
bered that a certain period of grace was 
given. The system was not to be 
brought to an end at once; at least 
five or possibly seven years interval 
would elapse during which candidates 
would be able to adjust themselves to 
the new conditions. He would only 
say that if he had to choose between 
an academic degree without academic 
training and academic life on the one 
hand; and an academic training and 
academic life without a degree, he 
should choose the latter. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that for reasons 
he had already expressed on other occa 
sions, and for the reasons stated by 
previous speakers, it was perfectly im- 
possible for him to accept the Amend- 
ment. The effect of it would be to 
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continue the existence of the Royal 

University as a mere examining body | 
with students coming up to it and| 
taking their degree, and the new Uni- | 
versity would not be able to compete | 
with it. An hon. Member below the 
gangway had spoken of getting rid of 
the crammer; but he did not believe 
it posssible that any University body 
could dodge the crammer. If they kept 
the Royal University alive, by which men 
could get a degree by simply passing its 
examinations, they would never get rid 

of the canker which was eating the heart 
out of true learning in Ireland. It was 
therefore absolutely essential to get the 
Royal University out of the way after a 
period of at least five years. 
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should vote against it, but he had not 
time to state the reasons. 


Mr. MOORE hoped the mover of 
the Amendment would go to a division, 
because to pass the clause as it stood 
meant a great hardship to many students, 
It was not necessary to go to London to 
see how the Amendment would work. 
In Trinity College, Dublin, there was a 
system whereby extern and residential 
students obtained degrees together, and 
it had worked exceedingly well so long 
as the standard was kept up. The ex- 
perience of London University showed 
that the two systems could grow up to- 
gether, and he saw no reason why the two 
systems should not prevail in the new 





Mr. T. M. HEALY said he should 
vote for the Government on this occasion 
on account of the Chief Secretary. He 
was in favour of the Amendment. He 
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Walsh, Stephen 
Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wardle, George J. 
Waterlow, D. S. 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Wiles, Thomas 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wood, TT. M*Kinnon 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 


Universities Bill. 


=> 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 


Elibank, 
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Motion made, and Question, ‘“ That 
further consideration of the Bill, as 
amended in the Standing Committee, be 
adjourned,’—(Mr. Birrell) —put, 


and agreed to. 


now 


Bill, as amended, to be further con- 
sidered 'l'o-morrow. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS [REMISSION]. 
Considered in Committee. 


‘In the Committee.) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That it is expedient to authorise the 
remission of the debts due to the Com- 
missioners of Public Works in Ireland 
from certain Railway Companies, in pur- 
suance of any Act of the present session, 
to grant money for the purpose of certain 
Local Loans out of the Local Loans Fund, 
and for other purposes relating to Local 


Loans.” —(Mr. Hobhouse.) 


Me. T. M. HEALY: May I ask the 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury to 
give the explanation I asked him for 
last night ? 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
THE TREASURY (Mr. Hosuovuse, 
Bristol, E.) suid the explanation which 
the hon. and learned Gentleman desired 
was in respect of Clauses 4 and 5. The 
history of this transaction, which went 
back to no 
practic ily this. 


inconsiderable date was 
4 al e 

The railway was con- 
structed out of a loan which originally 
cime to about £20,000. 
partly by subscription, in 
thought the 
largely concerned, and partly by sub- 


which he 
Y ; o ‘ € ° ré ‘ 

» ae 
Spinners Company was 


scriptions by local residents, and partly 
by grants from the Treasury to £100,000, 
The estimated revenue of something like 
£4,000 wos found to be very much over- 
estimated, and it eventually proved to 
be about £2,000, having a net deficiency 
of £49,450. 
that the local railway which wes et thet 


The position came to this, 
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time working the line on behalf of the 
original constructors, found they were 


| working it at a loss of £4,000 or £5,000 


a year, and they made an offer of £2,000 
to buy the line. The question arose 
whether it was wise to scrap the railway 
or to leave it,to be worked at a loss, to 
the Belfast and Northern Counties Rail- 
way Company, or, as it subsequently 
became, the Midland Company. By scrap- 
ping it a sum of something like £6,000 
might have been obtained to cover the 


'small sum advanced for construction, 


but looking at it from the point of view 
of those who held the mortgage it was 
thought better to let it go on being 
worked, and a sum of £2,000 was eventu- 
ally accepted for the line. It then became 
necessary, in order to to the 
Public Works Loan Fund this sum of 
£17,000, to come to Parliament with this 


restore 


Act. The whole thing was an unfor- 
tunate speculation. Railway experts 


were sent down from time to time to 
inquire into the working of the line, 
The first two greatly over-estimated the 
traffic returns and under-estimated the 
cost of the line. That led to the un- 
fortunate financial state of things which 
existed when the bargain was. struck, 
It had not injured in any way the persons 
who subscribed originally to construct 
the railway, and on the whole he thought 
the best thing that could have been done 
was to have continued the line by letting 
it be taken over by the Midland, 


Mr. T. M. HEALY adnritted that the 
present Government had no responsi- 
bility for the transaction, but he wished 
to denounce the British Treasury. 
This was one of the grossest instances 
of the stupidity, neglect, and absolute 
incompetence of the British Treasury. 
He attacked the job at the time, and 
said it was a humbug. He told them 
they should dandle this little railway 
on their knee, and instead they threw 
it tothe wolves. The Treasury concealed 
from Parliament that there was this loan 
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in the background. They did not dare 
disclose it, as money was being actually 
This was a little railway 
The local people put 
their money in it, and got a little loan 
from the Treasury. 


thrown away. 
made locally. 


being paid, but he supposed the railway 
was far more valuable than the loan. 
The gentlemen connected with the Bel- 
fast and Northern 
had a secret deal 
Railway 
tended selling the line, and they kept 
it from the Government, and persuaded 
some gentleman in the Treasury to 
foreclose the Irishmen did 
not know how these suggestions were 


Counties Railway 
with the Midland 
Jompany to whom they in- 


mortgage. 


driven into the minds of the Treasury. 
They did not know the 
but gentlemen in England who 


Treasury 
clerks ; 
had the ear of the Treasury and the 
advantage of their society and could 
make suggestions to them, did get them 
at times to do what turned out to be 
They fore- 
and, through 
for East Worcestershire, 
These 
little Irish shareholders are poor people, 
and have just sold and destroyed their 
little railway.” That was 
but the following 
Midland Railway of England 
and bought up the Belfast and 
Northern Counties Railway and_ this 
Why did not the right 
hon, Gentleman and the Government of 


gross and scandalous jobs. 
closed their 
the Member 
said— Oh, what are we to do ? 


mortgage, 


very 


good, 
year the great 


came 


little railway. 


the day come forward then and insist 
on recovering from the Midland Railway 
Company, who had a most valuable 
bargain, this £17,000 for the taxpayers ? 
Where were the watch dogs of the 
Treasury ? They talked about the way 
in which the Irish peasants did not pay 
their debts and the insolvency of the 
Irish ratepayers; but why did not the 
Treasury of that date say that, in addition 
to giving them this ten miles of railway 
for £2,000, there was £17,000 which they 


were not charging them and which they 
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| would bring forward when the new 
Government came into office? Whoever 
was the Treasury clerk responsible for 
| keeping from Parliament a transaction 
| by which they made a present to the 
great Midland Railway Company of 
£17,000 ought to be bastinadoed. He 
considered the matter one of such grave 
|importance that in his view a Select 
Committee ought to be appointed to 
inquire into it. It was inaccurate, he 
| believed, to say that the shareholders 
llost no money by the transaction, He 
thought they lost the whole of their 
| money, and they, at any rate, got no 
| satisfaction out of the business. Parlia- 
ment had had to wait until the year 
| 1908 for the sequel to this transaction. 
| Why -did the Public Loans Bill of 1908 
contain this sum of £17,000 ¢ Why was 
it not proposed in 1907, 1906, or 1905 2 
Why had there been all this delay 2 It 
was because the Treasury hoped that 
Parliament would have forgotten, and 
that the Irish Members would have been 
away from the House. 





They hoped to 
put the matter through in the small hours 
of the morning, and that the history of 
the miserable transaction would not be 
exposed. It 


was, however, a matter 
that was far too serious to be allowed 
to slip by without protest, because it 
showed how Ivish affairs were dealt with 
at Downing Street. Hon. Members were 
entitled to know who were the clerks 
and others who had kept from Parliament 
all knowledge of this unhappy transac- 
tion. Whether it Smith or 
John Brown, they ought to have the 
name of the 


was John 
man. These were the 
gentlemen who were lording it over 
freland. There must be some man with 
& name who was responsible for the 
transaction. Let the Treasury repre- 
sentative say who he was. He supposed 
it was somebody who had a C.B. or a 
knighthood. He repeated with all the 
emphasis he could use that they were 


entitled to know from the Secretary to 





the Treasury who was the individual 
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responsible for having kept such an 
unfortunate transaction from the know- 
ledge of Parliament for at least five years. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said that the 
picturesqueness of the description of the 
and of this 
transaction was a little spoiled by the fact 


hon. learned Gentleman 
that the final part of the transaction was 
not concluded until the passing of the 
Midland Railway Act of 1907. There- 
fore, this was the first opportunity there 
had been of bringing the matter before 
the notice of the House, and there had in 
fact been no delay whatever in acquaint- 
ing Parliament with the transaction. He 
wished to make it quite clear that as the 
representative of the Treasury in the 
House of Commons he and _ he «alone, 
under the authority, of course, of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was re- 
sponsible to the House, and not the 
Treasury clerks, who had no opportunity 
of defending themselves in that Chamber. 
He repeated that this was the first 
opportunity the Treasury could have had 
of putting the facts of the case before the 
House. It was true that there had been 
There had 
also been a loss to the Treasury ; but there 
had been no present at all to the Midland 
Railway Company. What were the facts ? 


a loss to the shareholders. 


The line was worked at a loss and it 
was very liable, therefore, to collapse from 
He could assure the hon. 
and learned Member that, as far as he 
could trace the history of the case, if the 


want of funds. 


line had been left to its own unaided 
resources it must have been closed down. 
That would have been a very regrettable 
thing from the public point of view, as 
well as, he should think, from the point of 
view of the hon. and learned Member. 
They must sympathise, of course, with 
those who regretted that what was once 
an independent Irish local line should 
have been transferred to a large British 
railway company. Still it was better, it 
seemed to him, from the point of view of 
the district itself that the railway should 
continue to be worked by a real live 
Mr. 1. M. Ldealy. 


{COMMONS} 
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company than that it should have been 
He hoped 


that the explanation he had given would 


allowed to collapse altogether. 


satisfy the hon. and learned Member. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: May I point out 
that the Secretary to the Treasury js 
entirely mistaken. The true fact is that 
the Midland Company did not acquire 
the line in 1907, but in 1903. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said that the Mid- 
land Railway Act was not passed until 
last year. If the and learned 
Member looked at Clause 4 he would see 


hon. 


that it read— 

# °° And whereas by the Midland Raiiway Act, 
1907, an agreement for sale of the said railway 
to the Midland Railway Company, freed and 
discharged from all encumbrances, liabilities, 
contracts, debts and engagements of the 
Limavady and Dungiven Railway Company, 
for the sum of £2,000 was confirmed, and the 
said purchase money has since been paid.” 


The agreement was not, therefore, con- 
firmed until 1907, and the Act of 
that obtained by the Midland 
Railway Company was really the one under 


year 
which the transaction took place. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY did not blame the 
Secretary to the Treasury in the least 
for the inaccuracy, but he was entirely 
mistaken. He (Mr. Healy) debated the 
matter in the House when the right 
Member for Kast 
Chancellor of the 


hon. Gentleman the 
Worcestershire 
Exchequer, and the right hon. Gentleman 
to the best 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in or about 
the year 1904. At any rate the right 
hon. Gentleman was Chancellor of the 
Exchequer when he (Mr. Healy) debated 
the matter with him. The Act under 
which the Midland Railway Company 
acquired the line was passed as far 
back as 1903. There doubt 
about it. He would not oppose the 
Bill at that hour of the morning, and 
he had no hesitation in saying that 


was 


of his recollection became 


was ho 


the Secretary to the Treasury was free 
from responsibility in the matter. He 
was not attacking the hon. Gentleman, 
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but the system, which was altogether 
at fault. Why on earth did these great 
Treasury experts, whose names were 
never mentioned, delay five years before 
bringing this matter before the notice 
of Parliament ? Of the hon. 
Gentleman had a complete answer to 
him. He said that the 
not responsible to Parliament, but to 
He (Mr. 
Healy) knew the hon. Gentleman’s state- 
ments were inaccurate having regard 
to the true facts, but he did not care 
to enter into a controversy with him 
on that The hon. 
was wrong, but did not know it. He 
was quite bona fide. There must, how- 
ever, be some person in the Treasury 
who was individually responsible for 
the matter, and they should know who 
he even though, as the hon. 
Gentleman said, he was not directly 
responsible to Parliament. 


course, 


officials were 


the heads of the Department. 


score. Gentleman 


was, 


Somebody 
must have made the suggestion of fore- 
closing on this little line and selling it 
to the Belfast and Northern Counties 
Railway for a mere song. He 
like to know who made that suggestion 
to the Treasury. Then the idea of the 
bargain with the Midland Railway Com- 


would 


pany must have existed in somebody’s 
mind. What he wanted to know was 
this: why five years had been allowed 
to elapse before the matter was brought 
Why 
last 
This Government were in office 


to the attention of Parliament ? 


was it not brought before them 
year ? 
last year. They were as ignorant of 
the matter last year as they were to-day, 
and, therefore, quite as competent to 
deal with it. He respectfully protested 
against the system, and said that every 
Public Works Loans Bill covered a job. 
This had been the case ever since he 
had been Parliament. Bills 
were brought forward year after year 


in These 
by the Treasury clerks, who pretended 
to be great experts and who lorded it 
over Ireland, as well as over England and 
Scotland. In future he would try to 
pel the mask off the face of these 
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gentlemen, and when this sort of thing 
occurred again he would demand to 


| know who was the individual responsible 





| for it. 


Mr. FORSTER said he was not 
conversant with the details of the ques- 
tion under discussion, but he rose to 
make an emphatic protest against the 
speech of the hon. and learned Member 
for Louth, whose appearances in the 
House all rare. The hon. 
and learned Member had seen fit to make 


were too 


|a gross and unfounded charge against 
| the 


Treasury officials. It has been 


his (Mr. Forster’s) happy lot only a 


| few years ago to serve at the Treasury 


and he said emphatically that no per- 
manent official of that Department was 
open to the grave charge which the 
hon. and learned Member had formulated. 
Anybody who knew these gentlemen 
would ridicule the suggestion that they 
could in any way be associated with a 
grave and scandalous job. The 
and Gentleman had been a 
Member of the House long enough to 
know that if he had any charge to bring 
against any official of the Treasury, that 


hon. 
learned 


charge must be directed against the 
representative of that 
the House of Commons. 


Department in 

The Secretary 
to the Treasury had told them that the 
operative date in connection with this 
transaction was in the year 1907. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY : It was not. 


Mr. FORSTER: I said the operative 
date. The Secretary to the Treasury 
has read the clause in the Bill. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: I adhere to my 
statement. The Bill was passed in 
1903. 

Mr. FORSTER said that the Bill 


might have been passed in 1903, but 
clearly the operative date was not until 
1907. 


was to protest against the action which 


All he had risen to do, however, 
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the hon. and learned Member had seen | ment was. The small railway was 
fit to take that night, an action which eventually sold to the Midland Railway 
he thought was not usual with gentlemen | Co., and nobody would deny that each 
who represented Nationalist constitu- | railway company was bound to make the 
encies in Ireland. He was sure that | best bargain it could for itself. What 
on calmer reflection, the hon. and learned | they wanted to know was this: The 
Member would see that his protest should | railway, having been parted with for a 
have been directed against the repre- | scrap-iron price, what quid pro quo was 
sentative of the Treasury on the Govern- | given for it? Was it to secure advan- 
ment bench, and not against the per- | tages for the public that this sacrifice 
manent officials who were not there | of public money had been made? He 
to defend themselves. ‘hoped that if the Bill passed through 
| Committee that night the Secretary 
Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire) said | to the Treasury would undertake to give 
that he and several other hon. Members | them exact particulars of the transaction 
who were interested in railways thought | on the Report stage. 





it was highly desirable that, if possible, | 
they should have exact information of | Mr. T.M. HEALY said it was not to be 
what had happened. The Treasury ap- | supposed, if the Treasury had been frank 
peared to have lost £17,601 which they | about the matter when the Midland 
had advanced to this railway. They | Railway Company were negotiating for 
this railway, that Parliament would have 
allowed the transaction to go through in 
done, the Government in  power|the way it had done. The Midland 
at the time and not the permanent | Company got this line costing £50,000 
officials of a particular department, were | for £2,000, so that at the very smallest 
responsible. Having advanced £17,000 | computation they were making £48,000 
to the railway in question, the Treasury | on the deal. The British Government 
eventually foreclosed, and there was | allowed the Midland Company of England 
no doubt that they were perfectly | to get hold of that valuable bit of pro- 
justified in doing this. |perty for £2,000, concealing from the 
House of Commons the fact that there 
Mr. HOBHOUSE: They lost £17,601. | was due to the nation this money. 
|England as well as Ireland, _ the 
Mr. AINSWORTH said the point to be | English taxpayer as well as the Irish, 
borne in mind was that the Treasury | was being swindled. He only raised 


all agreed with the hon. Member who 


had just spoken, that whatever was | 
| 


foreclosed and became the owners of the | the question because he knew the facts | 


little railway which they had been told | and he wanted to know why in 1903 
was ten miles long. Then it appeared| when this vigilant watch-dog of the 
that the railway was sold to the Belfast | Treasury was standing sniffing over 
and Northern Counties Railway Company |the cash and when the Member for 
for £2,000. Everybody, either in that | Sevenoaks was—he did not know what 
House or out of it, who was acquainted | he was, he never paid any attention to 
with the working of railways knew that! what any man in the Government was, 
the rails alone in this case were worth a | they were all the same to him, “ a row 
great deal more than £2,000. They could | of jealous individuals,” as the late 
only suppose that if the railway was sold| Mr. Biggar said—when the Membe! 
for that ridiculously small sum there was|for Sevenoaks was at the Treasury 
some arrangement whereby it should be} which he so eloquently defended, he 
worked for the convenience of the public. | concealed, if he was responsible, the 
They ought to be told what that arrange- | facts. The Member for Sevenoaks said 
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Pris: that he (Mr. Healy) ought to attack him. | was the system of legislation in the 
ailway He did not know what the Member for House of Commons that he was put 
each Sevenoaks sins were, but he would like | forward to pass this transaction, and they 
ike the to be told why that transaction was not | were supposed. to give their great respect 

What revealed to the House of Commons in 1903. | to him. He was doing the Treasury’s 

The They had on the Treasury Bench great | job. It was really extraordinary that 
\ fora ealots of economy, and the matter did; not one single member of the bench 
sO was not affect the Liberal Party; they were | responsible for that transaction raised 
dvan. entirely free from it, because the Tory | his voice in condemnation of what was 
ree Government was in office. Was esprit | done eight years ago. 

ie de corps so strong with regard to a) ae 
hrough transaction like that that the present | Mr. HOBHOUSE said he — really 
retary 7 Government would shield the Treasury | thought the language which had been 
to Bive Berk responsible from exposure and in | used and the insinuations which had 
saction the meantime, for all they knew, were | been made by the hon. and learned 
distributing C.B.-ships and baronetcies | Member hadeaatt absolutely and entirely ™ 
and knighthoods and all that kind of | justifiable. What took place rhe line 
t to be thing, old-age pensions perhaps? A | ¥@S attempted to be made by private 
— Gentleman in the House of Lords was so | 8¥bscription, but it could not be so 
a strongly opposed to old-age pensions that | completed, and the promoters came to 
ing tor he took £2,000 a year for himself. Let ithe Treasury for a loan. That loan 
d have that be as it might, he asked why this | ¥®S eventually made, nominally £20,000, 
yugh in : aaa ven 4+ tmang, | actually rather less. When the line was 
deed  oretomens, RES He: ee | com leted it was never worked by the 
50.000 action where not one of them wasconcerned | inti me ae saath Mt odlamattadaid 
mallest and not one of them was affected, stood ane 04 i pe ae oes which ye 
£48,000 go" this tranenetiom, ee SP structed the It pi worked by the 
eile conduct of Gentlemen who were their |» fast siete soma Com fee 
ngland predecessors in office ? It was really ay aaemmuamind The yo aiaed gre 
of pro- _ a ee ee eee anni aeentihe first moment aid a sina 
vm. the Admiralty used to be Secretary to the | sei sl ec rite pth pave es 
5 thee Treasury. He understood the trans- | P . ian a ieee = oi 
‘ action. He was now a member of the | vanced by the Treasury. That begs 
=: Cabinet. Was it not a pretty i clause which wiped off the principal had 
: o example to Irishmen to know that | . eg = = | pearstaghetign 20: 
raised 2 Irish line worth £59,000 could be | ; < ses a ee sas 
e facts @ ld for £2,000 to an English railway ere 
n 1903 (ompany, and a debt of £17,000 left to Mr. T. M. HEALY : Why were we not 
of the the British Government; and if a told thie oix as owen veete ago ? 
, over g tumble Irish Member with a memory 
a for g of the transaction had not raised it. Mr. HOBHOUSE said he was not on 
w what @ ‘he Bill would have passed smack-smooth | that bench seven years ago. He 
tion to @ “4 without the Treasury making a/ was now explaining the actual, not 
nt was, @ gle comment. The Treasury put the | the imaginary facts to the House. 
a 18 Public Works Loans Bill into the hands | If it was the desire of the hon. 
» ke of the right hon. Gentleman who was now | and learned Member that no money should 
ember Secretary. He did not know a bit about | ever again go to an Irish loan, nobody 
reasury @ t There ought to be a phonograph on would be better pleased than the Treasury. 
ed, he § that Bench. He (Mr. Healy), asked the | Whether that would prove to the satis- 
le, the § Financial Secretary last night, and he | faction of hon, Gentlemen sitting on the 
ks said F knew absolutely nothing. And yet such 


| oth>rside of the House below the gangway 
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he was not quite certain, but as Secre- | 
tary to the Treasury he would second | 
his endeavour. Returning to the actual 
facts of the case this company, as he said, 
failed to pay a single penny of interest, | 
and therefore not only the principal, but | 
a large sum of interest had accumulated 
in arrears. The hon. Member who sat 
for Argyllshire said: ‘‘ What a bad bar- | 
gain the Treasury made!” Again look 
at the facts. The Treasury tried to get 
£5,000 for the railway. Nobody would 
pay it. The best they could get for it 
was £2,000. They were informed at the 
time the sale took place that at least a 
sum of £8,000 would have to be spent on 
On the report on which 


sleepers alone. 
the Treasury acted, he asked would any 
Men ber of the House have advanced any 
large sum. uch as that which the Member 
for Argyllshire suggested ought to have | 


been advanced upon a railway which was 
worked at a loss, whose permanent way | 
was in so bad a condition that «a sum of | 
£8,000 for sleepers alone would have to be 
spent on 4 line ten and a quarter miles 
leng which had not paid a singie penny 
of interest from the day it wes constructed ? 
The only alternative to taking the sum 


which the Treasury eventually accepted 
would have been to break up the whoie 
line with great Jetriment to the district | 
concerned. Though a larger sum would | 
have been realised to the Treasury he 
thought that course would have been 
harsh and ungracious. 
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and Northern Counties Railway for 
£2,000, but what guarantee did they 
get that the line would be worked am 
the interests of the public and at reason- 


able rates? Would the right hon. Gentle. 


man bring that up on Report ¢ 


Mr. HOBHOUSE there was 
nothing to bring up on Report further 
than the explanation which he thought 
he had offered at great length. The 


said 


| Treasury, as he had told the House, could 


have got a sum of £6,000 if they had 
broken up the That was what 
they were told they could have got if 


line. 


| they had broken up everything and 
| carted it away. 
'a smaller sum and keep the railway for 


They preferred to take 


the inhabitants. The bargain was that 
they got £2,000, and the railway instead 
of being dead was now alive, and being 


| worked for the benefit of the inhabitants, 


Mr. MARKHAM (Notts, Mansfield) 
said he objected to the Secretary to 
the Treasury giving information to the 
had verified that 
information. He had stated to the 
House that the sleepers alone for the 
line would cost £8,000. A railway did 
not take more than 2,000 sleepers 
to the The cost would not at 
the most exceed 3s. 6d. per sleeper, 
and the total cost of the sleepers could 
not in any case come to more than 
23,500. How did they get the balance 


unless he 


mile. 


| of £4,500 ¢ 


hon. 
What- | 


ever the line was worth, it was worth 


said his 


Mr. AINSWORTH 
friend did not see his point. 
the value of the rails. Everybody must 
see that the rails of a ten 
a quarter miles long must be 
more than £2,000. The 
man’s predecessors were perfectly right 


line and 
worth 
hon. Gentle- 
in helping the line if they could, but 
the point was, how much public money 
were they to sacrifice to do that? What 
were the terms of the bargain? He 
did not say they were not justified in 
handing over the line to the Befast 


Mr. Hobhouse. 


| Treasury, personally. 


Mr. T. 
blame the 


M. HEALY said he did not 
Secretary to the 
What he did was 
simply to expose the Treasury tricks 
It was nothing to him; 


present 


and methods. 
no doubt the line was a good line, 
and he wished its possessors joy of it, 
but why were the facts concealed from 
the House of Commons for seven years? 
Why was this in the Bill of 1908 only ? 


THe DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
CALDWELL): Order, order, The hon, 
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and learned Member has repeated that 


several times. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: Jut [T never 
got an answer. 
Tas DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The 


hon. and learned Member cannot go 


on repeating it. 


All J 


want 


want Is 


Me. T. M. HEALY: 
an answer. I do not to keep 
the House of Commons up, but I do 
respectfully submit that we are entitled 
to know who is the person responsible 
for having kept from the House of 
Commons the facts for over five years. 
Why not have put it over for another 


five vears ¢ 


THe DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Tre 
Secretary to the Treasury has stated 
that he is responsible for whatever fault 
isin the Treasury. The hon. and learned 
that the 
Treasury Bench accept full responsibility, 


Member has got his answer 


Obviously. there can be no further 


answer. 


Me. HUDSON (Newcastle) asked how 


long the rails on that line had been 
laid down, and how many locomotives 
the line possessed, Surely locomotives 


would be required on the line. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said he had already 
that a 
had been worked by the Belfast and 


explained very small line 
Northern Counties Railway Company, 
uid therefore, they required no loco- 
motives but their own. 


*\ir. HUDSON said there was the 


line at least, and there were stations 
md buildings and some railway stock 
There 


of some description. were the 


land, stations and buildings, and even 
if two-thirds of the estimated 
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mentioned by the Secretary to the 
Treasury was necessary to re-sleeper 
the line, that line would at least 
be worth three times as much as 
the amount in question, and therefore, 
the transaction on the face of it bad 
been a bad one indeed. He was 


really 


very 
astonished at the explanation 
which had been given. To put it at 
its lowest value the railway was worth 
ten times as much as it had been given 
away for. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolution to be reported this day. 


NAVAL LANDS (VOLUNTEERS) BILL. 

Considered in Committee, and reported, 
wi hout Amendment > Bill read the third 
time, and passed. 


NAVAL MARRIAGES BILL. 


Read a second time. 


Bill committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House for this day.—(Mr. 
Me Kenn.) 


REGISTRATION BILL [Lorps}. 


As amended, considered. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir W. 
Rosson, S. Shields) moved that the Bill 
be read a third time. 

Mr. FORSTER said an Amendment 
was accepted by the Attorney-General 
on a previous stage, but it did not appear 
in the Bill. He took it that the reason 
for that was that the Bill had not been 


reprinted, 


Str W. ROBSON said that 


the case. 


that was 


Bill read the third time, 
ht 


and passed. 
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JURY 
AMENDMENT BILL. 


As amended considered. 


GRAND 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 


N.) said that before the Bill was 
read a third time he would like 
to say that he regretted = very 


much that another Bill which had been 
introduced for a similar purpose had been 
withdrawn some days previously. 
Bill which had been withdrawn enabled a 
larger sum to be devoted by the Irish 
county councils for the construction olf 
marine works, while the Bill they were 
now considering only allowed them to 

£1,590. He £1,500 
was not an adequate sum so far as his 
particular district ~— was 
£1,500 would not enable them to do the 
work they ought to do, and the Bill which 
had 


satisfactory. 


spend considered 


concerned. 


withdrawn much more 
He did the 
Department of Agriculture, which he 
had no doubt had done its best, but he 
wished to know why the previous Bill 
had withdrawn and this Bill 
substituted. All the Bill did was to 
allow the Irish county councils to spend 


been was 


not blame 


been 


their own money, the rates of the Irish 
taxpayer, for the improvement of marine 
works on their What 
could anyone have in objecting to their 


coast. object 


spending their own money? He was 


told the Treasury objected, but what 
business had the Treasury to object 
seeing that it did not contribute any 


He might 


be wrong in supposing that the Treasury 


money to their marine works ” 


was the evil genius, but if it was perhaps 
the Vice-President of the Board of Agri- 
wished to 


culture would say so. He 


know why the objection was made if 
it was the Treasury which objected. 
If the Treasury really wanted to put 


its finger into every Irish pie it was 
quite time they had some representation 
had 


should be an 


on the Treasury. It heen agreed 
in I8I7 [rish 


Vice-Chancellor attached to the Treasury, 


that there 


but that arrancement, hike a great many 
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They ought to have 


| a representative in the Treasury, and the 


Government might consider the advis. 
bility, if that House was to be of any 
real use in local matters, of bringing jn 


a Bill to re-establish the Irish Vice- 


| Chancellor, and thus give Ireland some 


voice in the Treasury. It might, of course, 


TI | be that that small Bill had been sub- 
1e | 


stituted for the larger Bill in consequence 
of representations which had been made, 
but in any case he was sorry that 
it had been substituted. The Bill was 
at the best bound to have a very small 
result. If he received no answer from 
the Treasury Bench he would divide 
against the Bill. 


Mr. CONOR O’KELLY asked if the 
right hon. Gentleman the Vice-President 
of the Board of Agriculture would give an 
answer to the questions which had been 
raised. It was a very serious matter con- 
nected with the county councils of Ireland 
that they were considering, and surely 
the right hon. Gentleman was not want- 
ing in that courtesy which was usually 
extended from the Treasury Bench to 
hon. Members. 


Me. T. W. RUSSELL said he had done 
his best in difficult cireumstances in order 
that the county councils might co-operate 
in small works and it was not the fault 
of his Department that the smaller sum 


only h id been allowed. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE said he was 
quite satisfied with what the right hon, 
had He knew it 


not the fault of the right hon. Gentleman, 


Gentleman said. was 
but he extremely regretted the course 


that had been adopted. 


Bill read the third time, and passed, 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to 
the Order of the House of 10th July, 
adjourned the House without (Question 
put. 


Adjourned at Sixteen minute 


before One o'clock. 


by the Member. 
ee —— 
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HOUSE COMMONS. 
Friday, 24th July, 1908. 





The House met at Twelve of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS [Lorps] (STANDING 
ORDERS NOT PREVIOUSLY _IN- 
QUIRED INTO COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, That in the 
case of the following Bills, originating in 
the Lords, and referred on the First 
Reading thereof, the Standing Orders not 
previously inquired into, and which are 
applicable thereto, have been complied 
with, viz:—London (Westminster and 
Kensington) Electric Supply Companies 


Member. 


by the 


ates revision 








: Bill [Lords]; London Electric Supply 
= Bill [Lords]. 

< Ordered, That the Bills be read a second 
¥ time. 

n 


Liverpool Corporation (General Powers) 
>Bill; Tyne Improvement Bill; Widnes 
} Corporation Bill.—Lords Amendments 
considered, and agreed to. 


Margate Corporation Bill ; Manchester 
Corporation Bill; Burnley Corporation 
* Bill—Lords Amendments, in pursuance 


sof the Order of the House of 23rd July, 
y considered, and agreed to. 


& 
v 
\ 
S 
\ 
g 
8 
s 
8 


~ Honourable Artillery Company Bill 


¢[Lords]; Leith Burgh Bill [Lords]; 
sLondon, Brighton, and South Coast 
e Railway Bill [Lords]; Ravensthorpe 
‘Urban District Council Bill [Lords]. 





Amendments. 
& 

Education Board Provisional 
(onfirmation (London) Bill [Lords ; Glas- 
gow and South Western Railway Order 
Confirmation Bill [Lords].—Read the 

third time, and passed, without Amend- 
ment. 

Gas Orders Confirmation Bill [Lords] ; 
Gas and Water Orders Confirmation Bill 
{Lords]; Pier and Harbour Provisional 
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t Read the third time, and passed, with | 


Orders | 


{24 JuLy 1908} 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





Reports, &c. 498 


Orders (No. 1) Bill [Lords].—As amended, 
considered ; to be read the third time 
To-morrow. 


Local Government (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Order (No. 4) Bill [Lords].—As 
amended, considered; read the third 
time, and passed, with Amendments. 


PETITIONS. 


CHILDREN BILL. 


Petition from Southend, in favour; 
to lie upon the Table. 


LICENSING BILL. 


Petition from Southend, for alteration ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


Petitions in favour: From Chippen- 
ham ; Cockfield ; Newbridge ; Newport ; 
Porchfield ; Rhosybol; Totland Bay ; 
nd Weybridge ; to lie upon the Table, 

LIQUOR TRAFFIC (LOCAL OPTION) 

(SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Petition from Kirkaldy, in favour ; 

to lie upon the Table. 


POOR LAW AMENDMENT 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Petitions in favour: 


From Glassary ; 
and Neilstone ; 


to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


TREATY SERIES (No. 20, 1908). 
Copy presented, of Agreement between 
the United Kingdom and Italy respecting 
Commercial Traveller's Samples. Signed 


| at Rome, 30th May, 1998 [by Command] ; 


to lie upon the Table. 


PEACE CONFERENCE AT THE 
(MISCELLANEOUS, No. 5, 


Copy presented, of 


HAGUE 
1908). 

further Corres- 
pondence respecting the Second Peace 
Conference held at the Hague in 1907 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


PEACE CONFERENCE AT THE HAGUE 
(MISCELLANEOUS, No. 6, 1908). 
Copy presented, of Final Act of the 
Second Peace Conference held at the 
Hague in 1907, and Convention and 
Declaration annexed thereto [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 
S 








499 Questions. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Copy presented, of Statement showing 
for each Secondary School, in respect of 
which Waiver Resolutions were passed 
by the Local Authority under Article 43 
of the Regulations for Secondary Schools, 
1907, the Articles which the Board were 
asked to waive and their decision as 
regards each Article [by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


MINES AND QUARRIES (FIRE AT 
HAMSTEAD COLLIERY). 

Copy presented, of Report to the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment by R. A. 8. Redmayne, Esq., on 
the causes of, and circumstances attend- 
ing, an underground fire which occurred 
at Hamstead Colliery on 4th March, 1908 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


BASUTOLAND. 
Copy presented, of Report of Proceed- 
ings of the Basutoland National Council, 
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BANKRUPTCY (GENERAL RULES), 
Copy presented, of the Bankruptey 

Rules, dated 6th July, 1908, made pur. 

suant to the Bankruptcy Acts, 1883 and 

1890 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, 


CUSTOMS. 

Copy presented, of Fifty-second Re- 
port of the Commissioners of Customs 
for the year ended 3lst March, 1908 [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


CIVIL SERVICES (SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATE, 1908-9). 

Copy presented, of a Revised Estimate 
of the Further Amount required in the 
year ending 31st March, 1909, for Public 
Education (Ireland) [by Command]; 
Referred to the Committee of Supply, 
and to be printed. [No. 255.] 


HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
COURT OF APPEAL, ETC. 


Copy presented, of Account showing 


AND 





1908, and Correspondence as to affairs 
of Basutoland [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


NATAL. 
Copy presented, of further Corres- 
pondence relating to Native Affairs in 
Natal [by Command]; to lie upon the 


Table. 
BANKRUPTCY. 
Copy presented, of Twenty - fifth 


General Annual Report by the Board of 
Trade under The Bankruptcy Act, 1883 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 254.] 


the Receipts and Expenditure in respect 
jof the High Court of Justice and the 
Court of Appeal during the year ended 
31st March, 1908 [by Act]; to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed. [No. 256.] 


SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 
Resolved, ‘‘ That this House do meet 
To-morrow, at Ten of the Clock.”—(M. 
Joseph Pease.) 
GUARANTEED 2? PER CENT. 
STOCK. 
Return ordered, “of Guaranteed 2} 
| Per Cent. Stock Issues under the Irish 
‘Land Act, 1903, in the following form :— 








Date of | | 


"ti Amount. Price, 


Cash 
Product. 


Annual Charge on 
Ireland Development 
Grant for Excess Stock. 


Deficit. 





—(Mr. John Roche.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Appointments in Armagh Post Office. 

Mr. P. MEEHAN (Queen’s County, 
Leix): To ask the Postmaster-General 
whether he is’aware that in the month of 
January last candidates were invited for 


the position of male learner in the Armagh 
Post Office ; that a competitive examina- 
tion was held; that, when it was found 
that the successful candidates were 
Catholic boys from the Christian Brothers’ 
schools, no appointment was made, and 
whether the vacancy was filled by a 
female who had previously failed to pass 
the necessary examination ; whether he 
is aware that the female staff at Armagh 
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was formerly fixed at three, and will he 
say on what grounds the female staff has 
been increased ; and whether there is a 
Catholic officer at Armagh, having twenty 
years service and an excellent record, 
whose promotion has been prevented by 
the anti-Catholic influences at this office. 


(Mr. Sydney Buzton.) I strongly 
deprecate the implication conveyed in 
this Question that a candidate’s chance 
of obtaining an appointment to the Post 
Office service is affected by his religious 
beliefs. The arrangements for such com- 
petitions as that at Armagh have to be 
made some considerable time in advance, 
and in this particular case the situation 
for a male learner which was offered for 
competition was abolished in connection 
with a revision of the indoor staff at 
Armagh three weeks before the com- 
petition was held. As, however, the 
competition had been advertised it was 
considered better that it should be held, 
notwithstanding that it would not 


{24 JuLy 1908} 





Questions. 502 


classification is in Class 2, and the 
question whether the staff should be 
divided or not is at present under con- 
sideration. The new classification is 
determined partly by the amount of 
work and partly by the cost of living; 
and the staff at offices placed in Class 2 
on the latter grounds will not be divided 
unless the nature of the work renders 
division necessary. So long as the staff 
at Bournemouth remains amalgamated 
dual qualification is required, but if the 
staff is divided I will consider specially 
the case of any officer whose increment 
has been arrested because he is not 
dually qualified. 


Irish Savings Bank Work. 
Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 


ask the Postmaster-General whether, 


| seeing that he is unable to furnish the 


be | 


possible to appoint the successful candi- | 


date to Armagh. 
date has accepted an appointment at 
Lurgan. The addition of one appoint- 
ment for a female sorting clerk and 
telegraphist at Armagh was authorised in 
January last to provide for an increase of 
work. I have no knowledge of the 
religious beliefs of any of the officers at 
Armagh, and the suggestion in the last 
part of the hon. Member’s Question is 
absolutely without foundation. 


Classification of Bournemouth Post Office. 

Mr. A. ALLEN (Christchurch): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether the 
Bournemouth office has been raised by 
his recent classification to be a Class 2 
office ; whether, in view of the recom- 
mendation of the Hobhouse Committee 
that in such offices a division of the 
postal and telegraph staffs should take 
place, it is the intention of the Depart- 
ment to carry out such reorganisation ; 
and whether his attention has been called 
to the fact that, in consequence of dual 
qualifications being insisted on at Bourne- 
mouth, men fully qualified in postal 
duties have had their increments arrested 
for inefficiency as telegraphists. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney. Buxton.) 
The Bournemouth office under the new 


The successful candi- | 





main details of the approximate total 
cost of having the Irish Savings Bank 
work done in London and the main 
details of the approximate total cost if 
such work were done in Dublin, he will 
say on what basis it is officially stated 
that it is more economical to do such 
Irish work in London than in Dublin. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
If the work connected with Post Office 
Savings Bank accounts opened in Ireland 


| were transferred from London to Dublin 


it would be necessary to re-advise every 
transaction which took place in one 
country in respect of an account opened 
in the other. There would also be 
duplication of other work, and the cost of 
supervision would be higher if the force 
were divided. 


Transfer of Postal Clerks from London to 
Dublin. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Postmaster- 
General whether, seeing that many Irish 
female clerks in the General Post Office 
in London have for a number of years 
had their names registered as desiring to 
transfer to Dublin, that such transfer is 
frequently desired for health reasons, 
and that Miss Bradley, one of these 
clerks, was some months ago compelled 
to retire on pension although she had 
made repeated applications for a transfer 
to Dublin on account of health, he will 
explain why a junior female clerk with 
less than two years service is about to be 

S 2 
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transferred from London to Dublin on 
account of ill-health. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) I 
explained in writing to my hon. friend, 
as long ago as 7th April last, the cireum- 
stances which unfortunately disqualify 
Miss Bradley for further service in the 
Post Office. The disqualification applies 
obviously no less to service in Dublin 
than to service in London. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Postmaster- 
General whether, seeing that several 
Savings Bank women clerks of Irish 
nationality, who had, or who had not, 
registered their names as desiring transfer 
to Dublin, were asked by the savings 
bank authorities, either privately or 
officially, some time before the present 


Government came into office, if they would | 


be willing to serve in Dublin; that the 
average vacancies for women clerks in 
Dublin number only one or two a year ; 
that several Savings Bank women clerks 


their names as desiring transfer to 
Dublin ; and that, as it is now officially 


denied that the late Government con- | 


templated the transfer of the Irish Sav- 
ings Bank work to Dublin, he will now 
say why such a number of Savings Bank 
women clerks were, at the time referred 
to, asked whether they would be willing 
to serve in Dublin. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
This Question is identical with one put 
by my hon. friend on 14th May. I fear 
I have nothing to add to the reply which 
I gave on that occasion. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Postmaster- 
General whether, seeing that a number 
of Savings Bank women clerks were 
asked by the Savings Bank authorities, 
either privately or officially, some time 
before the present Government came 
into office, if they would serve in Dublin ; 
that about fifty-eight women clerks 
serving in London had already applied 
for transfer to Dublin; that the 
number of vacancies for women clerks 
in Dublin averages only one or two 
per annum; that the late Government 
contemplated the transfer of the Irish 
Savings Bank work from London to 
Dublin; that the percentages of Irish 
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deposits and withdrawals made through 
British deposit books and vice versa, as 
worked out by the Savings Bank, either 
privately or officially, show only 1 per 
cent. approximately on the totals ; that, 
apart from the inconvenience to Irish 
depositors, Ireland loses £30,000 per 
annum by having the Irish Savings 
Bank accounts kept in London; that 
99 per cent. of the manufactured stuff 
used in the Post Office in Ireland is not 
manufactured in Ireland; that clerical 
work can be as efficiently and, having 
regard to the cost of housing accommoda- 
tion, more economically performed in 
Dublin than in London; and that it 
|would be more in conformity with 
| Irish ideas if the Irish Savings Bank 
| accounts were kept in Dublin, he will 
further consider the advisability of 
transferring the work of keeping these 
accounts from London to Dublin. 





(Answered by Mr. Sydney Bucton.) I 


| have nothing to add to the various replies 
of Irish nationality had already registered | 


which I have given to my hon. friend’s 
previous Questions on this subject, 
except that I must not be taken as 
admitting the accuracy of the numerous 
statements which his Question contains, 


British Post Office at Tientsin. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Canter- 
bury): To ask the Postmaster-General 
what countries have Post Offices in 
Tientsin ; whether steps are being taken 
to abolish the British Post Office at that 
place; has Germany offered to take over 
the British postal business there; 
whether the British or Imperial Treasury 
has definitely refused to contribute any- 
thing towards the British Post Office at 
Tientsin ; whether it has been definitely 
decided to close the British Post Office 
at Teintsin in October next unless the 
inhabitants of that place pay a large sum 
of money for the expenses ; and whether 
any demand whatever has been made by 
Germany from the German subjects 
there for postal expenses of the Tientsin 
German Post Office. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) Be- 
sides the Chinese Imperial Post Office, 
there are British, French, German, 
Japanese, and Russian Post Offices at 
Tientsin. The question of the con- 
tinued maintenance of the British agency 
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is now engaging the attention of His 
Majesty’s Government. I have no in- 
formation as to the incidence of the 
cost of maintaining the German agency. 


Wages, Work, and Cost of Living of Agri- 
cultural Labourers. 


Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire): To ask the President of the 
Board of Trade if he will state, in the 
form of a comparative table, what are 
the average hours of work, the average 
rates of wages, and the average cost of 
living of agricultural labourers in the 
United Kingdom, the United States, 
France, Germany, Russia, and Italy, 
respectively, 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) 1 regret 
that there is not sufficient statistical 
information available to enable me to 
give my hon. friend the comparative 
figures he requires. 

Postal Employee and Portadown 

Disturbances. 

Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN (Kilkenny) : | 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he is aware that a letter-carrier in the 
employment of the local post office 
was a member of a band who paraded 
the streets of Portadown on the morning 
of the 13th instant, cursing the Pope 
and smashing the windows and doors 
of Catholic houses; and whether any 
reprimand will Le conveyed to this | 
individual. | 


| 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) 1 | 
will make inquiry on the subject. 


English Ancient Monuments—Terms of 
Reference. 


Mr. STLCOCK (Somersetshire, Wells) : 
To ask the Prime Minister whether the 
Government will include in the terms 
of reference to the Royal Commission 
for reporting upon the preservation of 
ancient monuments an inquiry into the 
desirability of taking steps for the 
protection from injury or desecration 
of scenes of great natural beauty or 
historic interest, such as the Cheddar 
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(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) The terms 
of reference will be similar to those of 
the Scottish Commission. 


Questions, 


Vacant Post of Director of the Natural 
History Museum. 

Mr. SEARS (Cheltenham): To ask 
the First Lord of the Treasury whether 
his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that the post of Director of the Natural 
History Museum, South Kensington, 
has been vacant since January last ; will 
he say if there is any intention to abolish 
this post ; and whether it is the intention 
to leave this museum, which costs about 
£54,000 annually to maintain, without 
a scientifically-trained director. 


(Answered by Mr. 
shortly be receiving a deputation on 
this subject, and perhaps my _ hon. 
| friend will defer his Question until I 
(have heard what representations may 
| be made to me. 


Asquith.) T shall 


Repair of Ballintoy Pier. 

Mr. GLENDINNING (Antrim, N.): 
To ask the Vice-President of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (Ireland) if he is 
aware that the County Council of Antrim 
have bought the pier at Ballintoy, there- 
by obtaining full control; and if under 
these circumstances the promise of the 


| Board to repair the pier may be carried 


out at once, as risk is run of total destruc- 
tion if this work is not completed before 
the late autumn and winter gales come, 
which are so frequent on this coast. 


(Answered by Mr. T. W. Russell.) Port 
Ballintoy is in process of being transferred 
When the necessary legal 
steps are completed the work will be 
undertaken with the least possible delay. 


Rathlin Fishing Pier. 

Mr. GLENDINNING: To ask the 
Vice-President of the Department of 
Agriculture (Ireland) if he is aware of the 
condition of the fishermen’s pier, Rathlin 
Island, and of the necessity that some- 
thing should be done to help them; and 
if he proposes to contribute to the repair 
of their pier to enable them to get out 
and in with convenience and safety, thus 
helping these poor people to earn a living, 





Cliffs, in Somerset, which are being | which is practically impossible under 
seriously injured by quarrying operations. | present conditions, 








507 Questions. 

(Answered by Mr. T. W. Russell.) I 
would refer the hon. Member to my 
Answer to the Question on this subject 
which was put by the hon. Member for 
West Belfast on the 16th instant. 


Cairo Drainage Schemes. 

Mr. RIDSDALE (Brighton): To ask 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether the Foreign Office have any 
detailed information with regard to the 
scheme prepared by the Egyptian Govern- 
ment for the drainage of Cairo; whether 
certain portions of the scheme necessitate 
the adoption of one particular patent ; 
and, if so, whether he will advise the 
Egyptian Government to throw the whole 
scheme open to competition and give full 
consideration to alternative methods. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward Grey.) 
I beg to refer you to the reply which I 
returned to the Question asked by the 
hon. Member for the Tyneside Division 
of Northumberland on the 7th instant. 
I have not yet received any further 
information. 


Board of Education Lifts. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the President of 
the Board of Education whether a rule 
has been put in force lately to the effect 
that only the higher staff are to use the 
lifts in the new building of the Board of 
Education ; and, if so, whether he will 
explain why this difference of treatment 
has been made between the higher staff 
and junior assistants. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) The 
two passenger lifts provided in the por- 
tion of the new building assigned to the 
Board of Education would be quite in- 
sufficient to supply, without some re- 
striction, the requirements both of 
visitors, and of the Board’s staff which 
will number over 1,000. It has there- 
fore been found necessary to restrict 
their use to officers of or above the rank 
of minor staff clerk. 


Education Grants—Deduction for 
Teachers’ Superannuation. 

Mr. DUNDAS WHITE: To ask the 
Secretary for Scotland with reference to 
the deductions from the grants payable 
to school boards and other educational 
bodies for teachers’ superannuation under 
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Clause 13 of the Education (Scotland) 
Bill, as amended by the Standing Com- 
mittee, whether that deduction is to be 
made in respect of the teachers of each 
school board or other governing body 
from the amount of the grants otherwise 
allocated to that school board or govern- 
ing body, or whether it is to be made in 
respect of the teachers as a whole from the 
grants as a whole before that allocation 
takes place. 





(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) It is pro- 
posed that the deductions in question 
should be made from the grant to each 
school, whether under a school board or 
other governing body, in respect of the 
teachers employed in that school, and 
not from the grants as a whole before 
allocation in respect of all the teachers in 
employment in Scotland. 


Expenditure of Government Departments. 

Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he can state for each of the 
financial years 1905-1906, 1906-1907, 
1907-1908, and 1908-1909 (as estimated) 
the total annual expenditure of each of 
the following Departments, namely: 
| War Office (including ordnance factories), 
Admiralty, Civil Services, Revenue De- 
partments, under each of the following 
| headings for each Department, namely: 
|expenditure from net Votes voted in 
| Supply ; expenditure from receipts ap- 
propriated in aid; expenditure out of 
issues to meet capital expenditure under 
various Acts; expenditure incurred on 
account of this Department by other 
| Departments ; together with the totals 
| of these four headings for each of the four 
Departments, and a deduction from the 
total of each Department of the expend. 
ture incurred by that Department on 
account of other Departments. 








(inswered by Mr. Hobhouse.) 1 do not 
think such a Return would possess such 
value as would justify the cost of pre- 
paring and publishing it. At present the 
Treasury is engaged in compiling the 
similar, but more elaborate, Return 
moved for on 25th June by the hon. 
Member for Preston. To furnish also 
the Return suggested in the Question 
would involve needless duplication of 
work and expense. 
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Expenditure on Extra Police in Ireland. 

Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 5$.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland what were the total 
amounts charged to local rates on account 
of the expenditure for extra police em- 
ployed in each of the years ended the 
3lst March, 1905, 1906, 1907, and 1908, 
in the counties of Clare, Galway, Leitrim, 
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Roscommon, Longford, King’s, Sligo, 
Meath, and Westmeath, respectively ; 
and if he will also state what is the ap- 
proximate monthly cost for which these 
counties are at present severally liable, 
based on the strength of the extra police 
forces now assigned to each county. 


(Answered by Mr. Birreltl.) 





| Amounts charged to local rates in respect of extra 
police in the year ending 31st March. 


County. 


1905. 1906. 
Clare - - — — 
Galway - -| — 749 15 1 
King’s m ‘ = mm 
Leitrim : - a = 
Longford - . els a 
Meath - a. ae eee 
Roscommon -| — 

Sligo - . . = — 


Westmeath - -| <a 


Approximate 
monthly 
charge for 
extra police 





1907. 1908. at present. 
 @¢ ~€ a eg 6 @ y e @ 
39 13 2/1,888 5 1] 205 0 0 
659 11 7, 4,179 14 1)910 0 0 
— 645 0 3 65 0 0 


339 18 0, 63614 8 
— 448 6 0| 55 0 O 
— 762 0 1] 90 0 0 
919 11 3,347 8 4/300 0 0 


— 44419 3/;125 0 0 





Purchase of the Kingston Estate, Mr. T. 
Sullivan’s Holding. 


Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork 
County, N.E.): To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if 
the Estates Commissioners will explain 
why the holding of Mr. Thomas Sullivan, 
Pollardstown, on the Kingston estate, 
Mitchelstown, has not yet been included 
in the general sale and purchase of this 
estate ; whether the price demanded by 
the landlord for the holding, upon which 
a second-term rent had been fixed, was 
twenty-six and a quarter years purchase, 
this price being refused by the tenant, 
who so informed the Commissioners, and 
they, on 24th March, 1907, sent Mr. 
Sydney Smyth to inspect the holding, 
and as a result reduced the price to 


twenty-three years purchase which the | 


tenant expressed his willingness to accept ; 
and if this matter will receive the con- 
sideration of the Commissioners so that 
Mr. Sullivan may be enabled to purchase 
his holding upon the agreed terms. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
Estates Commissioners understand that 
in the case of Thomas Sullivan, a judicial 
tenant, the vendor offered to sell the 
holding for £625, being a price within the 
zones, but the tenant declined to purchase 
at that price. The Commissioners have 
had the holding inspected and consider 
that £550 would be a reasonable price, 
but the vendor is unwilling to accept it. 
The Commissioners will endeavour to 
arrange this case and some others of the 
same kind in connection with the sale of 
the residue of the estate. 
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Roscommon Board of Guardians Clerk. 


CapTain CRAIG (Down, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he is aware that Mr. 
Michael Moran is a practising solicitor in 
the town of Roscommon, and if it is with 
the approbation of the Lord Chancellor 
that this gentleman acts as clerk of the 
Roscommon Board of Guardians; and, | 
if the Answer is in the affirmative, for 
what reasons have the Local Government 
Board waived the regulation requiring 
this gentleman to give his whole time to | 
the duties of the clerkship. 


\ (Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Mr. Moran, 
who is a solicitor, was in November last 
appointed as clerk of the Roscommon 
Union. There is no regulation requiring 
a clerk of a union to give his whole time 
to the duties of the office. The Lord 
Chancellor informs me that his approba- 
tion is in no way required for the employ- 
ment of a practising solicitor as clerk of 
aunion. He understands that there are 
other cases in which solicitors are similarly 
employed with much advantage to the 
public interest. | 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 


Sir Wittiam Brampton Gurpon re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection ; 
That they had discharged the following 
Members from Standing Committee ( 
(in respect of the Coal Mines (Hight 
Hours) (No. 2) Bill): Mr.Dickinson and 
Mr. Napier; and had appointed in sub- 
stitution (in respect of the said Bill) : 
Mr. John Robertson and Mr. Russell Rea. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


POLICE AND SANITARY 
COMMITTEE. 
Special Report brought up, and read ; 
to lie upon.the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 257.] 


Minutes of Proceedings to be printed. | 

[No. 257.] | 
ASSIZES AND QUARTER SESSIONS 
BILL [Lorps]. 


Read the first time ; to be read a second 
time upon Monday 19th October, and to | 
be printed, [Bill 342.] 


\ 
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IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL. 


As amended (by the Standing Com. 
mittee), further considered. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, §,) 
moved to amend subsection 4 of Clause 
2 (Colleges) by omitting the words pro- 
viding that students of recognised 
colleges might be given the benefit of 
any privileges of matriculated students 
of the University. His object, he said, 
was to secure that if recognition by 
affiliation was to be allowed, the advan. 
tages thereby conferred on students of 
the colleges affiliated should be strictly 
confined to the privilege of presenting 
themselves for examination with the 
view of taking a degree. If the words 
he proposed to leave out were retained 
in the Bill, the students of merely affili- 
ated, or recognised, institutions would 
have every advantage enjoyed by the 
students of the constituent colleges. 


Mr. BIRRELL: They must have 


matriculated. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG said they would 


be put in possession of all the advantages 


that every student in the University was 


in possession of. ‘Those advantages were 
very considerable. All that the student 
of a recognised college required was the 
means for obtaining a degree, and these 
extended rights and privileges would 
have a tendency to interfere with the 
entry of students to the University itself. 
A student finding he could enjoy all 
these privileges would, if it suited his 
personal convenience, refrain — from 
entering the University. The retention 
of the words would tend to discourage 
membership. It could not be said that 
any hardship would be created so far as 
the students of these recognised institu- 
tions were concerned if the advantages 
given to them were confined to their 
being able to take a degree. Without 


‘troubling the House further he begged 


to move. 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.) seconded 
the Amendment. He was, he said, glad 
that this Amendment had been moved, 
because in his opinion the Amendment 
moved by the Chief Secretary on the 
previous day made this section meaning- 
less, or at the least, very much. confused. 
It was absurd to suggest that a mere 
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matriculated student of these recognisec| 
institutions should have all the ad- 
vantages and privileges of a matriculated 
student of the University. 


Amendment proposed-— 

“In page 2, line 19, to leave out the words 
‘the benefit of any privileges of matricu- 
lated students of the University or. ’”—(Mr. 
Charles Craig.) 


- . rT’ | 

Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out, to the word ‘or ‘in 
page 2, line 20, stand part of the Bill.” 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Birrewt, Bristol, N.) said 
the second Amendment on the Paper 
made quite clear the point that 
troubled the hon. Member for North 
Armagh. With regard to the Amend- 
ment generally, he quite agreed that 
nobody who was not an affiliated student 
should have these benefits. Therefore it 
was desirable to make it plain that the 
student pursuing a course of University 
education in some extraneous institution 
would have to take the first step and 
become an undergraduate of the Univer- 
sity. That could only be done by 
matriculation. Having become an under 
graduate it was extremely desirable that 
he should have access to the library and 
other advantages of the position. 


Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Uni 
versity) sympathised with the object of 
the Amendment, but was not sure that 
the omission of the words would be 
satisfactory. The enjoyment of University 
privileges should be confined to students, 
resident in the University, attending 
lectures in the University town. He did 
not think that students of affiliated 
colleges scattered all over the country 
should have all the rights and privileges 
of genuine undergraduates. He did not | 
know of any affiliated colleges in the 
United Kingdom where such rights were 
granted to students of attiliated colleges. 
On the other hand, if an institution like 
the Royal College of Science were affiliated 
tothe University in Dublin the students 
of that college, whether they attended 
University lectures or not, would be matri- 
culated students of the University town, 
and he did not know how they were to be | 
differentiated from the internal students 
ofthe University. There was one phrase 
in the clause which met to some extent | 
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his difficulty and the difficulty of the 
hon. Gentleman who moved the Amend- 
ment. These privileges were granted 


subject to any limitation contained 
in the charter or statutes of the 
University. There were no_ limita- 


tions in the charter, but there might be 
in the statutes, and he thought they 
should trust to the governing bodies of 
the University to put into the schedules 
such restrictions as would ensure that 
these students of outside districts should 
not have the advantages which were 
extended to the afliliated colleges in the 
University towns. As he considered the 
proposal of his hon. friend was somewhat 
dangerous he was not prepared to support 
the Amendment striking out these words. 


*31R PHILIP MAGNUS (London Uni- 
versity) felt some difficulty in giving a 
vote on this question, as he was in sume 
doubt as to the meaning of “ affiliated.” 
He called attention to the statement 
made by the Chief Secretary on the 
previous day “that the clause did not 


propose to recognise any college or 
institution in Ireland as such what- 


ever,” and asked how that could be 
reconciled with the statement in the 
charter, which provided that the 
University might recognise certain 
colleges for certain purposes. 


Amendment negatived. 


Amendment proposed— 

‘In page 2, line 20, after the word ‘ Univer- 
sity’ to insert the words ‘who are pursuing a 
course of study at the University.’”—(Mr. 
Birrell.) 


Amendment agreed to. 
oD 


Amendment proposed— 

**In page 2, line 20, to leave out the word 
‘or’ and to insert the word ‘ excluding.’ ”’— 
(Sir Philip Magnus.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


*Dr. HAZEL (West Bromwich) 
moved to add at the end of line 
26: “and provided that a student in a 
recognised or affiliated college or institu- 
tion shall not be entitled to obtain a 
University degree unless he shall have 
completed a period of study of not less 
than two academical years in a constituent 


! college of the University in Dublin or in 


the University of Belfast.” 1t would be 
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agreed by all, whether in favour of the 
Amendment or not, that no more import- 
ant Amendment was before the House. 
It was moved in Committee by the hon. 
Momber for Cambridge University, and 
he could have wished that its conduct 
had remained in his hon. friend’s abler | 
hands. Though it had found a foster 
father, he hoped hishon. friend, likea right- | 
minded parent, would support his child. 
The Amendment was moved fromprinciple 
and not from prejudice. He hoped it | 
would be admitted that in the discussions 
on this Bill he had always en- 
deavoured to say nothing which could 
be regarded as in the least offensive 
to those of a faith other than his own. 
Those of them who objected to the Bill 
might as well make up their minds that 
it was going to pass, and that being so 
they wished it God speed, and they were 
anxious that it should, if passed into law, 
achieve all those great results for Ireland | 
which its best friends hoped and wished 
for, but it was highly desirable that the 
principles on which the Bill was based 
should be adequately safeguarded. What | 
were those principles? The first was the | 
establishmentof a teaching University, and 
the second was the establishment of what, 
so far as law could make it, should be an 
undenominational University. In order 
to establish a teaching University the 
Chief Secretary had found it necessary | 
to exclude the external students. They | 
had had from him again and again | 
eloquent speeches on the evils of a purely 
examining University, and of the desir- | 
ability of social and academic intercourse 
in the lecture rooms and playing fields, 
and he agreed to all the right hon. Gentle- | 
man said. The hon. Member for East ' 
Mayo had several times asked for a defi- | 
nition of a denominational University. | 
He would not offer that, but he would | 
offer a suggestion as to what was an | 
undenominational University. It was a | 
University which by its constitution pro- 
vided as far as possible that no special | 
privileges should be granted to particular | 
religious denominations, and he thought | 
he would be able to show that unless the | 
Amendment were accepted the Univer- | 
sities of the right hon. Gentleman would | 
not answer that definition, because there 
were in the Bill wide powers of what was 
originally called affiliation, but what was | 
now called recognition. They had had a | 
change of terms, but affiliation, as allowed 
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its change of name. Everybody admitted 
that the Senates of these Universities, 
unless they were in some way restricted, 
would recognise certain sectarian semi- 
naries, and would recognise attendance 


at lectures in these seminaries as equiva. 


lent to attendance at the lectures of the 
constituent colleges. That would be done 
in Dublin in the case of Maynooth 
certainly, and probably in Belfast in the 
case of Magee College. If they got recog- 
nition of the courses at theological semi- 
naries of any faith whatever as equivalent 
to courses at the University itself, they 
would knock the bottom out of the 
Bill, and violate both of the prin 
cipies that it must be a_ teaching 
and an undenominational University, 
and the right hon. Gentleman would 
be an accessory before the fact. There 
was no academic defence, and no 
precedent, for recognition of purely 
theological seminaries as equivalent to 
University colleges for the purposes of 
a degree, and if hon, Gentlemen opposite 
could produce such instances he would 
be glad to hear of them. The right 
hon. Gentleman yesterday was eloquent 
on the safeguards for the undenomina- 
tionalism of this University—no tests for 
students or professors, offices open to 
everybody, without any religious tests, 
etc., and that was so in the case of the 
constituent colleges, but the whole posi- 
tion might be turned by the process of 
affiliation. The right hon. Gentleman, by 


rejecting a previous Amendment 
had affirmed the principle _ that 
the students in these affiliated 


colleges were to have all the privileges 


of the students of the constituent 
colleges. The constituent college student 


was not tested, but who was going to 
say that the affiliated college, student, 
the student from Maynooth or Magee, 
would not be tested! They had got 
there an inroad on the principle of un- 
denominationalism. What was the past 
attitude of the right hon. Gentleman in 
relation to these affiliated students! 
Speaking on the 11th May on the Second 
Reading of the Bill the right hon. Gentle- 
man said he— 

“hoped the senates would be strenuous in 
their determination to secure that anybody 
who was a graduate of Dublin or Belfast was 
really a Dublin or Belfast man, and that that 


| would be the spirit in which they would 


approach the question in Committee.” | 
He(Dr. Hazel) had to state with regret that 


in the Bill, smelt no sweeter to him under | that was not the spirit in which the right 


Dr. Hazel. 
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hon.Gentleman approachedthequestionin | Amendment in Committee. On the first 
Uommittee, otherwise he would have} occasion when it was discussed the 
accepted the Amendment of the hon. | hon. Member for East Mayo spoke on 
Member for Cambridge University, which | behalf of the Nationalist Party, and 
was the one now before the House. He! opposed the Amendment, not on the 
took it that a Dublin man, from the Univer- | ground of principle, but on the ground 
sity point of view, was a man who had | of expense. He said it was academically 
studied at Dublin. Just as an Oxford | desirable, and that it was for the best 
man was a man who had studied, or | that Maynooth students should pass at 
rather resided for the ostensible purpose | any rate a portion of their Arts course in 
of studying, at Oxford. Within twelve|the University of Dublif, but that it 
miles of Cambridge University there| could not be done because of the ex- 
was Ely Theological College, which | pense. The line then taken by the Chief 
was devoted, he understood, to the| Secretary was this: “ You are presenting 
manufacture of High Church curates. | a pistol at the head of Maynooth if you 
Suppose that the University of Cambridge | pass the Amendment, and you are telling 
were by some resolution to grant that a| them that they must at once find accom- 
student of the Ely College who had never | modation for 200 or 250 Arts students in 
quitted the precincts of that college for| Dublin.” He thought the right hon. 
educational purposes should come in for| Gentleman receded a little from that 
the examination at Cambridge and take | position when it was poirited out. that 
adegree, would the right hon. Gentleman, | under his own Bill there would be a 
a distinguished Cambridge man himself,| period of seven years for Maynooth to 
describe that student as a Cambridge | accommodate itself to the situation, and 
man? He thought he would utterly that during those seven years these 
repudiate the idea. Why then should a} students would be able to obtain their 
Maynooth student who was going to) degrees under precisely the same condi- 
pursue his Arts course about the same| tions as at present. He ventured to 
distance from Dublin as Ely was from | assert that if there had been a division 
Cambridge be a Dublin man? Why/|taken at that sitting the Amendment 
should he be called a Dublin man because | would have received considerable support, 
he had passed three years in the/if it had not actually been carried. 
cloistered seclusion of Maynooth, or a} Everybody expected when they left the 
Belfast man because he had spent three | Committee that day that some concession 
years in the sectarian shades of Magee?, would be made. He made no charge of 
These affiliated students need never, | any broken pledge, because no pledge was 
under the Bill, reside at the University | given, but there was an impression abroad 
nor hear a single University lecture, nor| to that effect. Then they separated for 
set their foot inside the University} the Whitsuntide recess, during which 
premises, and yet they would be graduates | time a distinguished ecclesiastic returned 
of the Dublin University and precisely on | home from America, and a meeting of the 
the same footing, when they had taken | Irish bishops was held at Maynooth, and 
their degree, as those who were Jona jfide| then the Committee met again, some 
members of the constituent college at| three weeks after they separated, for 
Dublin. There would be two degrees of | the resumption of the debate on the 
entirely different value going forth to} Amendment, and for the division. What 
the world as of precisely the same value. | happened? In the meantime the right 
This Amendment sought to save the| hon. Gentleman had hardened his right 
right hon. Gentleman from that. It! honourable heart. More than that, he 
would secure that these students would | no longer relied for defence, as before, 
be not entirely Dublin or Belfast men|on the light battery of “pom poms” 
in the academic sense, but at any|from the Irish Office, but he brought 
rate two-thirds Dublin or Belfast men.| up the heavy artillery, in the person of 
He had selected the period of residence! the right hon. Gentleman the Secretary 
alopted in other Universities, but he! of State for War: And the hon. and. 
was not wedded to it; one year|learned Member for Waterford came 
would meet his principle just as well, | armed not only with the charters of the 
although in practice he thought two| new English Universities but with some- 
years would be far better. He would | thing far more potent, the ultimatum of 
like to call attention to the history of the! the Irish bishops. He would quote the 
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portion of it which was of most interest 
on this point— 

It ran, “ We beg tostate that we cannot under- 
take to send the students in the Arts Faculty 
in Maynooth to residein Dublin. The result of 
the Amendment would be to deprive hundreds 
of students resident in the College of the 
opportunity they at present enjoy of gaining 
a University degree.” 

That was read by the hon. and learned 
Member during his speech, and it made 
a profound impression particularly in the 
neighbourhood of the Treasury Bench. 
In a moment the ground of objection was 
entirely changed. It was no longer a 
question of expediency ; it was no longer 
a question of expense ; but it was a 
question of vital principle. And‘ the 
hon, and learned Member went so far 
as to wind up his speech by saying 
that the adoption of the Amendment 
would be “not only a slur but an actual 
insult to Ireland,” an attitude of which 
there was no suspicion on the preceding 
occasion when they discussed this matter. 
Yesterday the hon. and learned Member 
had asked the hon. and learned Member 
for Oxford University for some evidence 
of the control of the hierarchy in con 
nection with this Bill. Here was some. 
Here they had, as he suggested, the 
hierarchy moulding, or, at any rate, 
endeavouring to mould this measure in 
Committee. If this was done in the 
green tree what would be done in the 
dry? If this was done while the Bill 
was before the House of Commons, what 
was likely to be done when the Bishops 
had to influence not the House of 
Commons, and not a Standing Committee 
of the House of Commons, but merely a 
friendly Senate? Was this Amendment, 
this suggestion that there should be 
some restriction on affiliation, an insult 
and a slur on Jreland? He did not 
know whether the hon. and_ learned 
Gentleman adhered to that view to-day. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
Yes. 


*Dr. HAZEL asked why was this 
styled an insult and a slur? He pre- 
sumed that it was because the autonomy 
of the Senate was restricted, because 
there was restriction on the power of 
the Senate to do what it liked in the 
University. But he found that the Bill 
bristled with restrictions of various kinds 
on the autonomy of. the Senate. Were 

Dr. Hazel. 
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they also a slur and an insult? When 
did restriction become a slur and an 
insult? Was it when there was restric. 
tion on affiliation or on recognition} 
Was it fair for the hon. and learned 
Member for Waterford to denounce this 
Amendment as a slur and an insult to 
Ireland, when without a word of protest 
from him another and, as he suggested, 
a wider and more serious restriction 
was placed on the power of affilia- 
tion? A wide restriction was contained 
in the latter part of subsection 4 of 
Clause 2, by which it was provided that 
the Universities— 

‘Shall not give privileges under this 

provision to students in any college or institu. 
tion in Ireland which prepares students for 
intermediate or other aoa examinations or 
gives education of an intermediate or secondary 
character.” 
This was a far more serious restriction 
of the power of affiliation than anything 
proposed in this Amendment. So one 
was reluctantly forced to entertain the 
uneasy suspicion that a restriction be- 
came a slur and an insult to Ireland 
only when it was one to which the 
majority of the Irish bishops declined 
to agree. But who had proposed re- 
strictions on the power of affiliation! 
He had the Report of the Robertson 
Commission, and he found, on pages 39 
and 40 of that Report, that the Royal 
Commission expressly declared against 
any power of affiliation being given to 
the new Roman Catholic University, 
except only in the case of the Royal 
College of Science in Dublin. It did not 
stop there, for the right hon. Gentleman 
the Chief Secretary himself had declared 
for restriction. Speaking on the First 
Reading of the Bill, on 31st March, he 
said that— 

“There must be a severely restricted right 
of aftiliation.” 

So the right hon. Gentleman had cast a 
slur and an insult on Ireland! Surely the 
restriction on the power of affiliation, so 
far from being an insult and a slur on 
the Senate, which had the management 
of a University, would really be a 
very considerable assistance to it in 
resisting pressure from outside. In 
conclusion let him deal with the 
second point of the bishops’ ultimatum, 
which said that the Amendment would 
deprive the students of Maynooth of the 
opportunity they now enjoyed of gaining 
University degrees, that was to say of 
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obtaining degrees at the Royal University 
of Ireland. It was perfectly true that 
they would not be able to obtain degrees 
under the same system that they 
obtained them now, namely, by prepara- 
tion entirely at Maynooth, or examination 
by an examining body. ‘That was not a 
disability confined to Maynooth. There 
were scores of institutions in Ireland 
which had been able up to now to pre- 
pare students for degrees, but which 
would no longer be able to do so under 


the present Bill, and hundreds also of | 
deserving private students would lose the | 


game chance, all in the name of academic 
efficiency. They were told to come to 
Dublin and attend the lectures, and they 
could graduate. 


deepest dye, while, in the case of these 
students, and these other institutions, it 
was merely necessary in the interests of 
academic efficiency ? There would always 
be an opportunity for Maynooth students 
to take their degrees like other people. 
London University was offered to the 
external students excluded by the aboli- 


tion of the Royal University of Ireland | 
and it would be equally open to the | 


clerical students. Moreover, seven years 
were given under the Bill in which degrees 
could be obtained under precisely the 
same conditions as now. During that 
period it would be perfectly possible, if 
only the authorities were willing, for the 
proper accommodation to be acquired or 
erected in Dublin, in order that the 
clerical students might take their courses 
with the rest. The position appeared to 
be this. The right hon. Gentleman 
kicked the lay external students, male and 
female, down the front steps of the new 


University, and put up the notice, “ This | 


is a teaching University,” at the same 
time that he took measures to admit the 
clerical external students by a side door, 
marked ‘“ Recognition.” That being so, 
the University as it stood was neither a 
teaching University nor an undenomina- 
tional University. The position of the 
Maynooth student after affiliation would 
be this: he would have precisely the 
same teachers as now, he would be 
in the same college as now, he would 
come up and be examined as now, but 
instead of being examined by 


be examined by the new University of 
Dublin. He would be so far as that 
University went as completely an ex- 
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Why should that be in | 
the case of Maynooth a wrong of the | 


the | 
Royal University of Ireland, he would | 
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ternal student as he was now an external 
student of the Royal University of 
Ireland. He objected to the policy 
of preference, economic or academic, 
colonial or clerical. The case for the 
Amendment had strong Roman Catholic 


support. Anyvody who would take 
the trouble to look at the evidence 
given before the Robertson Com- 
mission would see that every edu- 


cated Roman Catholic layman who had 
| given testimony on this point was em- 
phatie as to the necessity of residence 
in Dublin for clerical students, and if 
that House were a “Palace of Truth,” 
'and they could get at the real opinion of 
the Irish Party opposite, he was perfectly 
convinced that the vast majority of them 
would be found to be of precisely the 
'same opinion. But it did not rest on 
, lay opinion. Catholic ecclesiastics in their 
‘educational moments had declared for it 
with emphasis. He had in his hand the 
references to the evidence given before 
'the Robertson Commission un this very 
| point by distinguished Roman Catholic 
ecclesiastics — educationists like Dr. 
O’Dwyer, Dr. Delany, Mons. Molloy and 
Dr. Archdall, all of whom declared that 
the Maynooth students ought to go to Dub- 
‘lin; and still more emphatic was the 
testimony of the Maynooth professors 
themselves, Take the evidence of Dr. 
Hogan, who at that time was Professor of 
Literature at Maynooth— 


‘* Speaking for myself,” Dr. Hogan said, “and 
my colleagues in the Arts Department, we 
are strongly of opinion that at least from the 
scholastic point of view thase studies could be 
carried on far more satisfactorily and success- 
fully in Dublin than in Maynooth.” 


Take too the evidence which was 
given before the Commission by Dr. 
O’Dea, who was then Vice-President of 
Maynooth. He said— 

“From the intellectual and social as well as 
from the spiritual point of view, L readily grant 
that it is the best scheme.” 


He was speaking of the scheme for May- 
nooth students spending their whole course 
there. Then he went on to say some- 
thing which he would ask the House to 
mark, because it was an absolute anticipa- 
tion of the Amendment which he was 
commending to the House— 

“ Difficulties against it would be considerably 
diminished if pass students were to spend only 
two years at the University, and take their 

| third at Maynooth in prepsration for their 
degree.” 
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Mr. WILLIAM O’BRIEN (Cork) 


asked whether the hon, Gentleman would 
state in respect of what kind of Dublin 
University these gentlemen gave their 
evidence. 


*I)r. HAZEL: As he understood, the 
evidence given by these gentlemen had 
never been departed from. They desired 
that their Arts students should spend their 
Arts course, or part of it, in Dublin, in 
order that they might rub shoulders with 
laymen. ‘The hon. Member knew, of 
course, that the evidence was voluminous 
on those particular points, and that it 
was impossible to lay it before the House, 
but he thought that the hon. Gentleman 
would agree, if he had refreshed his 
memory lately, that the words were 
spoken by these rey. gentlemen without 
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any English University founded with g 
full knowledge that immediately the 


| powers granted by the Act could be put 


in force, the Senate of the University 
would proceed to affiliate to itself 4 
theological seminary, more powerful than 
any constituent college of the University, 
That was why in order to prevent the 
shifting of the academic centre of gravity 
from Dublin to Maynooth, it was necessary 
in respect of Dublin University, and, inci- 
dentally also for other reasons, in respect 
of Belfast University, to secure that those 
who took the degrees, who would be 
entitled to vote in its convocation, and 


‘would have all the other rights belonging 


to graduates, should at least have passed 


|some time in the lecture rooms of the 


qualification as to the particular kind of | 


Roman Catholic University they were to 
have. He commended the Amendment 
to the House because it would help the 
Senate to resist pressure, at the same 
time that it would help the liberalising 
party in the Roman Catholic Church, 
which he was glad to know was an 
increasing party, and which was anxious 
that its clergy should have an edu- 
cation which fitted them to deal with lay- 
men in their future career. Furthermore, 
it would help the University to be 
mistress in its own house, as_ it 
would not be if there was affiliated to 
one of its colleges a college infinitely 
more powerful than the college to which 
it was affiliated. It had been insisted 
again and again by hon. Gentlemen 
opposite, and by the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, that they could find no restriction 
such as this in the statutes or the charters 
creating the newer English Universities. 
These hon. Gentlemen clamoured for a free 
University. If any restriction was pro- 
posed in a direction which would tend to 
make the University more undenomina- 
tional they raised protesting hands to 
heaven and cried out that the great 
principle of freedom was outraged. 
They wanted as he understood, precisely 
the same charters as were granted to the 
newer English Universities. It was rather 
surprising to find hon. Gentlemen opposite 
clamouring for the application to Ireland 
of English rules and English precedents. 
He always thought they were advised 
by them to consider the special circum- 
stances of Ireland. That was what he 


did when he said there ,had never been ! 


University of which they were graduates, 


'The analogy from the newer Uni 
versities of England must not be 
pressed too far, because the new 





English Universities, practically without 
exception, had been founded by privately 
subscribed funds. Here Parliament was 
paying the piper, and Parliament should 
have the right to call the tune, at any 
rate, to the extent of saying that Church 
music should not be played. The Amend- 
ment would not prevent the affiliation 
of Maynooth. If the University was 
founded it was desirable that Maynooth 
should be affiliated, and he hoped it 
would be, but it should be affiliated 


on such conditions as would secure 
that it did not become a_ sort. of 
Aaron’s rod, and swallow up _ the 
college to which it was affiliated. 


The right hon. Gentleman desired a 
teaching University, and an undenoni- 
national University. Here was a simple 
precaution, which, without injuring the 
framework of the Bill in the least, would 
assist to secure that this object should 
be carried out. He respectfully invited 
the right hon. Gentleman to accept this 
safeguard, or failing that, at any rate 
to leave it to hon. Members of the 
House, unpressed by the attentions of 
the Government Whips, to express their 
opinion freely. 


*Mr. HAY MORGAN (Cornwall, 
Truro) in seconding the Amendment said 
he thought the Chief Secretary, and 
perhaps Nationalist Members opposite, 
ought to be very grateful to him for 
intervening in the discussion and being a 
kind of buffer between them and the 
speech of his hon. friend, and giving 
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them a little breathing space. He had 
never heard a stronger speech dealing | 
with the point at issue than that to which 
they had just listened. He wanted to 
deal with the point that by practically 
excluding students in these affiliated 
colleges from Dublin and Belfast they 
were doing the students a grievious 
injustice. They pretended to offer them 
the advantages of a University life, but 
somebody, he did not know who, was 
preventing them from obtaining those 
advantages, The hon. Member for 
Cambridge University had said that if 
he were put to the choice between 
the advantages of University life and 
University teaching, he would unhesita- 
tingly accept University life, and let the 
teaching go. He was disposed to agree 
with the hon. Member, and he could not 
understand why there should be any 
difficulty in accepting the Amendment. 
The hon. Member for Waterford had said 
that nothing was more important for the 
future of Ireland than that its priests 
should receive the advantage of Univer- 
sity training. It was rather a dangerous | 
thing to offer a commentary upon a 
speaker when he was present to contradict. | 
He did not know whether the hon. | 
Member was using the word “training 
in contradistinction to the word 
“teaching,” but he would emphasise the 
advantage of the word “training.” He 

could not close his eyes to the fact that 
they would have a large number of | 
students from Maynooth and, he hoped, | 
from Magee. In both those colleges | 
they would have the priests and ministers | 
of Ireland training. He agreed that it | 
was absolutely essential that if these | 
gentlemen were to be thoroughly equipped 

for the work of their life they should haves 
the advantage of a University training, 

should be able to mix with other than 

theological students, and should know , 
the world in which they were going to live, 

and the people they were going to try to 

benefit. He believed that all these 

Churches, Roman Catholic and Protestant 

alike, had a salve for their sorrows, but it 

was not only necessary that they should | 
know the medicine they were going to | 
administer, but that they should also know 

the patients to whom they were going to | 
administer it. They would have in these 

theological colleges abundant experience | 
of the communion of saints, and it was a 

good thing for them that they should | 
have a communion of such sinners | 


} 
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as medical students and prospective 
Members of Parliament. They were also 
dealing with an important part in the 
training of the character of these young 
men themselves. On the previous day 
he had voted against an Amendment, 
and so severed himself from some of his 
Nonconformist friends, to confine the 
number of clerics that could be appointed 
to the governing body to one quarter 
of the whole, because he objected to 
distinctions being made between clerics 
and laymen. ‘They had in the past put 
clerics on a pedestal sometimes, and at 
other times put them in prison. They 
were always trying to put them on one 
side as being different from ordinary 
people. The world would be far better 
to-day if they would only leave these 
men to be human beings. If the friend- 
ship and the fellowship of University 
life was a desirable thing for ordinary 
men, it was more so for priests and 
ministers. ‘There was no life that a man 
could live so lonely as the ministerial 
life. He was cut off in all sorts of ways 
from the fellowship of other people, and 
the very fact that the circumstances of 
his ministerial life kept him away from 
the ordinary afiairs of life had a very 


” | narrowing effect on his character, and a 


blighting effect upon some of the best 
part of his nature. He was thinking not 
of the lectures he would attend, but of 
the fellowship he would have in the 
playing field and the lecture room. 
Considering all the weighty circumstances 
which had been brought before them by 
his hon. friend, and the personal side 
which he had touched upon, which 
appealed very strongly to him, he was 


amazed that some arrangement had 
not been made to get rid of this 
part of the clause. The Bill claimed 
to create a free University. It would 
do nothing of the kind if the 
clause remained as it was. It was this 


very clause that made the Bill suspect 
from the Nonconformist point of view. 
If this could be cleared away there would 
be no difficulty in voting for the Bill as an 
absolutely undenominational Bill. The 
Chief Secretary was charged in this case 
with being in league with the Catholic 
hierarchy. He could not believe it. The 
right hon. Gentleman had always been a 
champion of equality in matters of 
religion, and many of his friends in the 
country looked with suspicion upon this 
section, as they did upon his introduction 








527 Trish {COMMONS} Universities Bill. 598 


of Clause 4 of the Education Bill. The|so much that the hon. Member was not 
Catholic hierarchy could remove all this | concerned about the amendment of this 
suspicion by the expenditure of a few Bill, as that he was an enemy of the Bill 
hundred pounds to erect a hostel at|as a whole. The hon. Member seconded 
Dublin for the Maynooth students, and | the rejection of the Second Reading and 
he did not think the Catholic hierarchy | voted against the Bill, and so it was 
(if the Chief Secretary were in league | impossible for them to regard his action 
with them) would be so mean as to leave | simply as isolated action asking for an 
their colleague (the Chief Secretary) to | Amendment in a_ particular direction, 
bear all the opprobriums of these classes. | but they had to regard him as one 
Hon. Gentlemen from Ireland knew the| who desired to kill the Bill and in 
circumstances of political life in this | fact had done his best to killit. The hon, 
country. Surely they might have made| member had alluded to his action in 
some effort to assist this change. If a | Committee upstairs and to the action of the 
hostel could not be built, why should the | hon. Member for East Mayo. He thought 
students not travel from Maynooth to|that quite unintentionally the hon, 
Dublin each day? The right hon. Gentle- | Member had misrepresented the attitude 
man said they could not send them | of the hon. Member for East Mayo. It 
from Maynooth to Dublin because the | was true that his hon. friend in that 
train journey took about an hour. He | speech stated that his ideal would be to 
thought things moved a good deal quicker | have every student in the University a 
than that in Ireland. If they wanted to! residential student, and further, that he 
go faster why should not they charter a) looked forward to the future when it 
special train day after day, or hire a| would be possible for students from 
couple of motor “buses? The arrange- | Maynooth to come and mix freely with 
ment of these small details, which | the students of the University of Dublin. 
sounded so ludicrous iii themselves, might | He also took objection on principle to 
have obviated the violation of a great | fettering the freedom of the Senate of the 
principle. He thought even now some-| University, and to the attitude he himself 
thing ought to be done either to bring took up after the adjournment of the 
students to the \constituent college daily | Committee for Whitsuntide. That was 
or to give them residence in proximity to| not in the smallest degree inconsistent 
the college and so remove a serious blot) with the speech of his hon. friend 
from the Bill, and render it more accept- | a couple of weeks before. He did 
able to all sections of the House. |not speak 


before the adjournment, 
and if he had done he would have made 

Amendment proposed— precisely the same speech as he did after 
“In page, line 26, at the end, to insert the | the adjournment. He took up a question 
words ‘and provided that a student im a re- | Of principle and what was it? It was 
counised or affiliated college or institution shall | the broad principle that this University 


not be entitled Me" obtain a ne page “me ger | should not be deprived in this matter of 
unless he shall have completed a period of | |i.) : es e ; 
study of not less than two academical years uttiliation of the freedom which had been 


in a constituent college of the University of ¢ conferred upon other Universities created 
Dublin or in the Unive:sity of Belfast.’”— | in recent times in this country. But the 
(Dr. Hazel.) |hon. Member rather unfairly sought to 
| twit those Members on the Irish Benches 
| because they were asking for the privileges 
| contained in the statutes and charters of 
| English Universities, and he said “ you 
Mr. JOHN REDMOND said it was | are always demanding the right to govern 
unnecessary for the hon. Gentleman to | yourselves in Ireland, and now you are 
commence his speech by putting in a plea | asking to apply purely English statutes 
that he did not intend to be offensive. | and charters to Irish Universities.” They 
None of them had ever experienced any- | were asking for nothing of the kind, and 
thing in the nature of offence from the | they had never asked for that at all. He 
hon. Gentleman. He recognised, con-|had never denied that there might be 
sidering the strong views which the hon. | circumstances in connection with Ireland 
Member held on this subject, that his| which would necessitate some variation 
speech was free from anything of the kind. | in the statutes. What he claimed 
They had, however, to recognise the fact | was that where perfect freedom had 
Mr. Hay Morgan. 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted.’ 
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been given to English Universities in this 
matter of affiliation similar freedom 
should be given to Ireland. The hon. | 
Member said that he desired that they 
should have a free University, but to 
bring that about he was going to tie the | 
hands of the governing body of that | 
University. He said that he desired | 
that the Irish University should be | 
mistress in its own house. It was for | 
that very reason that he (Mr. Redmond) 
prote sted against this Parliament in 
advance tying its hands in a matter | 
where perfect freedom was given to| 
the English Universities. The hon. | 
Gentleman had tried to put aside as | 
of little consequence in his argument | 
the statutes of the Universities in | 
England. Bat they could not put them 
aside. They could not say that the 
freedom given to English Universities 
should not be given to the Irish Univer- 
sity, because by doing that they took Up | 
the position that the Irish people were 
not to be trusted. ._The Senate of this | 
new University would be an_ elected 
body, although the first Senate during the 
first five years was to be a nominated 
body and, therefore, they could not take 
up the position that they were not to be 
trusted,or that they would be so unmindful 
of the future prosperity and welfare of | 
their country, and so treacherous to the 
interests of higher education in Ireland, 
that the Senate would at once, at the | 
bidding of ecclesiastics or any other body, | 
proceed to make an improper affiliation 
with some institution which 
ought not to be aftiliated at all. To take 
up that attitude would be taking up a 
position which was perfectly ridiculous. 
Was that the attitude which hon. Mem- 
hers took up? He was sure they would 
be slow to admit it. Both hon. Members 
who had spoken in support of this 
Amendment were in favour of Home 
tule for Ireland, and he could 
understand anyone in favour of Home 
Xule refusing to trust the Irish people 
ina matter of this kind. If they be- 
lieved that the Irish people were fit to 
govern themselves it followed as a natural 
course that they must be willing to con- 
cede to the governing body of this 
University as much freedom as they gave 
to the governing body of English Uni- 
versities. He would take 
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example, the Charter of which in Article 
2, Section 8, provided : 


“ To accept the examinations and periods of 
study passed by students of the University at 
ether Universities or places of learning as 
equivalent to such examinations and periods of 
study in the University as the University may 
determine, and to withdraw such acceptance at 
any time.” 

Section 9.—** To afhliate other colleges or 
institutions or branches or departments thereof, 
or to admit the members thereof to any of the 
privileges of the University, and to accept 
attendance at courses of study in such colleges 
or institutions in place of such part of the 
attendance at courses of study in the Univer- 
sity, and upon such terms and conditions and 
subject to such regulations as may from time 

ve determined by the University.” 
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Charter in Section 27 
Recognition) provided 


The Liverpe | 


and 


‘1. The University shall have power by 
ordinance to adopt as an afhliated college or 
institution any college or institution which 
may have attained a standard that shall be 
deemed satisfactory by the University, and to 
conser on its teachers and students or any of 


them such privileges and on such terms as may 


be from time to time determined to require 
contributions for University purposes from such 
college or institution as a condition of affilia- 
tion or otherwise to regulate its relations to 
the University and to determine the number 
(if any) of the representatives of such college 
or institution on the Court of the University. 

But the University shall not have power either 
by ordinance or otherwise to incorporate with 
itself any college or institution. 

The University may recognise examina- 
tions and attendance upon courses of study 
whether in an attiliated college or institution 
or not as wholly or in part qualifying students 
for graduation.” 


The Birmingham Charter contained the 
following :— 


“Section 20. Affiliation: 1. The Univer- 
sity shall have power to affiliate colleges which 
may have attained a standard whic h shall be 
deemed satisfactory by the University to 
require contributions for University purposes 
from such colleges as a condition of affiliation 
or otherwise, and to make ordinances for 
regulating their relations to the University, 
and in particular for regulating the number of 
the representatives of such colleges on the 
University Court. 


Shettield :— 


“ Article 18. The University may upon 
such terms and conditions, and subject _ such 
regulations as may from time to time be pre- 
scribed by ordinances of the U niversity— (a) 
Admit to aftiliation with it or to any of its 
privileges or recognise for any purpose and 
either in whvle or in part any ¢ volles ge or institu- 
tion, or the members or students thereof, but 
may not incorporate with itself any college or 
institut.on outside the City of Sheltield. 


T 
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Manchester :— 

“ Article 2, Section 8. To accept the ex- 
aminations and periods of study passed by 
students of the University at other Universities 
or places of learning as equivalent to such ex- 
alninations and periods of study in the Univer- 
sity as the University may determine, and to 
withdraw such acceptance at any time.” 

**Section 9. To affiliate other institutions 
or to admit the members thereof to any of its 
privileges, and to accept attendance at courses 
of study in such institutions in place of such 
part of the attendance at courses of study in 
the University, and upon such terms and 
conditions, and subject to such Regulations as 
nay from time to time be determined by the 
University.” 

In every single case where they had con- 
ferred Universities they had given the 
power to the governing body which it 
was now proposed should be refused to 
the governing body of the new Univer- 
sity in Ireland. The hon. Member had 
reproached him with having said that 
this Amendment was in the nature of 
an insult to the Irish people. Did the 
House understand what he meant when 
he used that phrase? He said that 
because he could not conceive of 
any Radical Member moving such an 
Amendment except on the ground that 
they were unfit to be trusted, and if any 
man took up that stand then it was an 
insult. That was the broad principle 
upon which they had been going in 
resisting this Amendment, and on that 
broad principle he asked the House to 
reject it. The discussion had been 
entirely directed to the «question of 
Maynooth, and he noticed that the hon. 
Member who moved the Amendment 
spoke of Maynooth asa purely theological 
seminary. He did not know whether 
the hon. Member was aware that there 
was an Arts faculty there entirely 
separated from the other faculties, and 
the students did not commence their 
Divinity studies until they had been 
through the Arts course. He entirely 
agreed with the hon. Member for East 
Mayo in the words he had used which 
had been quoted. He would be glad to 
see all those students mixing up with the 
lay students in the University, and he 
believed that probably in the future that 
would come about. He based that 
opinion upon the views of certain well 
known Catholic ecclesiastics in Ireland. 
But they had for the present to face the 
fact that it was impossible. Ifthey hada 
Government grant of £50,000 to build a 
series of hostels in Dublin that might 


Mr. John Redmond. 
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make a great impression, but under 
existing circumstances the students could 
not come up for residence in Dublin. 
Mark what happened. The hon. Member 
who seconded the Amendment had quoted 
him as having said that he considered it 
of the utmost importance that the priests 
of Ireland should not be deprived of 
University training. He spoke with the 
utmost sincerity in saying that. The 
students in the Arts faculty at Maynooth, 
although they were not in residence 
there in a ‘University, were keeping 
University courses, and were getting 
University degrees at the Royal Univer- 
sity. But the Royal University was 
about to be abolished. Under existing 
circumstances they could not go into 
residence in Dublin, and therefore they 
were going to deprive the ecclesiastical 
students of Maynooth of the limited 
facilities which they had at present for 
obtaining University education. He 
could not conceive that anybody with any 
sense of responsibility would take the 
view that that was even a possible course 
for the House to adopt. The Chief 
Secretary had been twitted with some- 
thing he said on the Second Reading of 
this Bill when he spoke about his desire 
that the students of Dublin University 
should be Dublin men, and the students 
of Belfast University Belfast men in the 
sense that they should be residential 
students. That might have left the 
impression that in his Second Reading 
speech the right hon. Gentleman did not 
foreshadow any possibility of the attilia- 
tion of Maynooth, and that his attitude 
now was the result of some intrigue and 
pressure brough® to bear upon him. 
That was a misapprehension, because the 
right hon, Gentleman said in his Second 
Reading speech that he contemplated the 
affiliation of Maynooth; therefore the 
suggestion that he had given way to pres- 
sure on this point was entirely unfounded. 
He asked the House not to accept the 
Amendment. It was discussed at great 
length in Committee in the freest and 
fullest manner. It was supported by the 
same arguments as had been put forward 
that day, and when it went to a division 
it was defeated by two to one. In Com- 
mittee the Amendment was proposed by 
a gentleman who was a friend of the Bill. 
To-day the Amendment came from an 
enemy of the Bill who had done his best 
to defeat the measure, and who would be 
glad, no doubt, if by the carrying of the 
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Amendment, he was able to defeat the 
object they all had in view. He asked 
the House to take a serious view of the 
situation, and not to be led into a vote 
which might have a serious effect on the 
whole of this great project. Not on the 
question of Maynooth, nor of any other 
seminary, but on the broad principle that 
the senate of the University would exer- 
cise their rights properly, and that they 
were entitled to the same freedom which 
had been freely given to English Univer- 
sities, he asked the House to reject the 
Amendment. 


*\Ir. BUTCHER said he moved 
the Amendment in Committee, and it 
would be uncandid of him if he did 
not express his views on the question 
now before the House. The main argu- 
ment used against the Amendment was 
that the Senate of the new University 
ought to be free to act as it pleased in 
regard to the conditions of affiliation. 
The Chief Secretary frequently said 
upstairs : “We do not know what the 
Senate may do, we cannot anticipate 
their action; we merely wish that their 
freedom should be unfettered.” He 
would ask the House to get rid of make- 
believe and unreality. The truth was 
that they did not know what the Senate 
were likely to do, and they were also 
pretty sure what they would do. The 
Senate practically was not free to impose 
any conditions of attiliation in regard to 
Maynooth if it wished the University to 
run at all. They must recognise that 
they had been told beforehand by the 
authoritative voice of the Bishops that 
they could not allow their students from 
Maynooth to go up to Dublin to take an 


Arts course at the University. There 
was no use disguising that fact. There- 
fore, to say that the Senate would 


be perfectly free and 
attiliate on any conditions it pleased 
was to his mind simply a refusal to 
face the facts of the situation. If 
the affiliation was to be allowed at all 
on terms such as those it would be 
allowed only because the hierarchy said 
they would not have it otherwise. He 
was in a difficult position. He was in 
favour of the Bill, and he would deeply 
regret if it were wrecked ; at the same 
time he owned he did not like this method 
of commending the proposals to the 
House of Commons. On the other hand, he 


unfettered to 


‘ould not, looking to the whole previous/and a 
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| history of University education in Ireland, 
| shut his eyes to the fact that, the Bishops 
had it in their power to wreck any measure 
|regarding University education. They 
could wreck it in two ways. They could 
wreck a Bill before it passed Parliament, 
and that had been done thirty years ago. 
They could also ruin a measure after it 
had been passed ; and anyone who looked 
back upon the dismal failures of Univer- 
sity education in Ireland could not help 
feeling that it was idle to set up a Uni- 
versity on conditions which might lead to 
the new University being starved or 
banned, or, at the best, treated with cold 
neglect, as were the (ueen’s Colleges in 
Ireland. And so he paused when he put 
these considerations together. He never 
felt in a more difficult position than he did 
now in regard to the right course to take. 
It offended all his academic instincts of 
freedom and all the ideas he held of a 
University that those two great inroads 
should be made into the University idea, 
and into the principles which underlay 
this Bill—first of all, that residence away 
from «a University was to be equivalent, 
not in part but in whole, to residencein the 
University ; and secondly, and this was 
even a greater difficulty to him, the prin- 
ciple that seminary life was equivalent to 
academic life. Those two principles to- 
gether did, as it seemed to him, strikea fatal 
blow at the real academic principles which 
were otherwise embodied in the Bill. 
He owned he had brought himself with 
great ditficulty to admit the idea that a 
seminary ought to be attiliated at all. He 
believed in principle that a seminary 
ought not to be affiliated, but looking at the 
ditticulties of the situation and the needs 
of the case in Ireland, personally he had 
got over this, and had said to himself, 
“We will give power to atftiliate your 
theological seminary, but agree to it on 
condition that the theological students 
shall pass at least part of their Univer- 
sity time in the University in attendance 
upon lectures.” He owned it was difti- 
cult for him even to bring himself to 
that. But when it came to exemption 
not from part but from the whole period 
of University residence, and to making 
seminary life absolutely equivalent to 
University life, nothing but an intense 
desire to get some University Bill 
passed could make him assent to such 
Everybody in the House 
heart felt that a seminary 
University belonged to two 


in his 
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different orders of things. It was not 
disparaging to a seminary to say that 
it was not a University; in its very 
essence it was different ; its fundamental 
principle was different. It would be 
very disparaging to a University to say 
that it was a seminary. They were 
dealing with two things which were on a 
totally different plane, and when it was 
urged as it had been by very high 
authorities in Ireland that at the 
seminary of Maynooth they had the prin- 
ciple for which they were contending— 
the principle of residence and of teaching, 
and not of mere examination, he replied, 
Yes, that was all very true ; they had 
residence, but residence of exactly the 


{COMMONS} 


wrong kind from the University point of | 


view, because it was residence within 


closed doors, hardly with open 
windows, in an air sheltered from 
all public discussion, and shut out 
from all the influences which a Uni- 


versity was designed to develop—all that 
vas implied in comradeship between men 
ot all kinds, no matter what their pro- 
fession in life; for, after all, freedom of 
discussion was the very life and soul 
and breath of a University. So that to 
make the one thing equivalent to the other 
seemed to him to go to the very root of the 
principle which they were attempting to 
embody in the new University. He 
rejected in principle the notion of such 
a residence being in any true sense a 
University residence. They had made 
the suggestion, therefore, to the 
hishops ot Lreland, whether they could not 
accept residence in the University town 
—residence not in a lay college but in a 
hostel that was controlled by the bishops 
themselves, under their own discipline 
und their own supervision, allowing their 
theological students to go to the Univer- 


sity lectures, and both as regarded study | 


and pastimes, to take a part in that 
liveral education which ought to be 
common both to priests and to laymen. 


The suggestion seemed very reasonable, | 
lhecause 1t violated no Catholic principle, | 


tor the principle of University residence 
in a hostel was already accepted at Oxford 
and Cambridge. At Cambridge they 
had the Benet House for the Benedictines, 
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evidence in 1902 that every professor 
in the Faculty of Arts at Maynooth 


was in favour of the Arts students. 
at Maynooth going up to Dublin 


to study for their University degree, 
Maynooth students now went through a 
course of seven years, three years being 
given to Arts and four years to theological 
studies ; what they proposed was that of 
those preliminary years devoted to Arts 
two out of the three should be spent in the 
University. In 1901 the Bishop of 
Limerick, Dr. O'Dwyer, speaking of the 
immense importance of educating the 
Roman Catholic clergy in Ireland, said— 

* Are they never to have a hope of partici- 
pating in the widening and elevating influences 
of a University career? Are they to be cut 
off, as far as it is in the power of English 
legislation to effect it, from all association 
during their earlier years with the students of 
secular knowledge and kept strictly to their 
ecclesiastical colleges and their own profes. 
sional studies ?” 


So far as it was in the power of English 
legislation to effect this, English legisla- 
tion was attempting to undo this wrong 
and give them the opportunity of 
participating in those widening influences. 
And the moment the attempt was made 
in England, there came from Ireland this 
absolute refusal to accept the offer given, 
That was surely very embarrassing for 
all who wished to help to carry out the 
higher hopes of thinking Catholics them- 
selves, not merely laymen who thought 
strongly about this in Ireland, but also 
some of the most enlightened and ablest 
bishops in their own Church. From one 
point of view the proposal that the 
students of Maynooth should not be 
obliged to attend the University classes 
at all might be regarded as a privilege 
given to clerical externs. No doubt 
from that point of view it was impossible 
to defend such a discrimination in favour 
of the cleric. From another point of 
view—and he regarded it from this point 
of view—it seemed to him an educational 
disability that was put upon the clergy, 
not by them, but by the authorities of 
their own Church. From the larger 
point of view, what could be more un- 


| fortunate than the segregation of the clergy 


and St. Edmund’s House for the regular | 


clergy. At Oxford both Jesuits and Bene- 

dictines joinedin the common intellectual 

life of the University under similar condi- 

tions of residence. Dr, Hogan stated in his 
Mr. Butcher. 


and the laity? IPfthere was any country 
in Europe in which it was important that 
the clergy should be educated in the best 
thought of their time and that the clergy 
and the laity should come together, not 
only in the cause of religion, but for 
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the sake of the many political and 
social movements that were in pro- 
gress, that country was Ireland. So that, 
from whatever side he regarded it, it 
came back to him as a matter of profound 
regret that the authorities in whose hands 
lay the question of the education of the 
clergy had been unable to accept this 
Amendment which was offered, not in any 
spirit of hostility to their Church—quite 
the reverse—but in a spirit of good-will 
to the Church and also of loyalty to the 
very idea of a University. It had been 
said that at Maynooth they were getting 
a University education. But by the 
necessities of the case the University 
could not go to Maynooth, though May- 
nooth might come to the University. If 
then in obedience to higher decrees they 
were obliged to accept the unfortunate 
arrangement permitted under the Bill, 
then their only hope was a hope in 
the future. It was a hope which had 
been referred to by the hon. and 
learned Member for Waterford, and he 
believed it was a real hope; but 
it Was no assurance, no guarantee. It 
was merely a hope and nothing more— 
the hope that rested on a growing 
feeling within the Church itself, not only 
on the part of the laity, but of the bishops, 
that in the interests of the Church it 
would be impossible much longer to keep 
the clergy out of the best education of the 
time. ‘They must console themselves with 
that hope; but he did not feel any 
confidence that the change would come 
immediately. They were told that by 
degrees, little by little, first a few 
and then a larger number of students 
would be brought up to Dublin from 
Maynooth and take part in the University 
studies. He trusted that that might be 
so; and he thought that the opinion 
of educated men in this country, and 
above all the opinion of Catholic laymen, 
both in England and in Ireland, ought 
to have some influence on those who 
determined the destinies of Catholic 
education in Ireland. 


Mr. WILLIAM O'BRIEN (Cork) said 
it might be imagined that it would not 
be easy to say anything that was new 
in this debate. Quite the contrary. 
He was deeply sensible of the deference 
shown by the Nonconformist Party in 
the House during these debates to Irish 
Catholic feeling, and also, he must say, 
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of the restraint that they had, in 
general, put upon the no less natural 
feeling of their own. But it was for 
that very reason that he thought it a 
pity that the Member for West Brom- 
wich should have proposed the Amend- 
ment which did something to mar and 
spoil the grace of the Nonconformist 
attitude towards the Bill, and which if 
persevered in would wound Irish feeling 
to the quick. The matter was one 
which concerned only and solely Catholic 
religious liberties, and could not possibly 
involve any religious disability upon 
others. He imagined that enlightened 
men of all creeds should have a common 
interest in giving Maynooth students 
every possible facility within their own 
precincts and in their own special 
atmosphere for liberal and enlightened 
education, for every man, every states- 
man with a head on his shoulders, must 
know and recognise what a great and 
powerful influence the clergy of all 
denominations had over the fortunes of 
the country in every conceivable 
circumstance. Were they going to offer 
these facilities only on condition that 
the students should to a_ certain 
extent throw off their character as 
ecclesiastics and sever themselves from 
their own religious associations? If in 
the Bill provision were made for a 
residential college in Dublin, unquestion- 
ably a much stronger case would have 
been afforded for insisting that every 
one of the Maynooth students should 
come up to Dublin and reside in an estab- 
lishment which would be under grave 
and orderly management and discipline. 
It was solely in view of such an establish- 
ment that Dr. O’Dwyer, the President of 
Maynooth, Dr. Delany, and others, gave 
evidence before the Royal Commission. 
But they were doing nothing of the kind ; 
they were simply asking Maynooth 
students for the two most critical and 
important years of their lives, to separate 
themselves from influences of a peculiarly 
sacred character, and throw themselves 
into the distractions of a city life. Could 
hon. Members be astonished, therefore, 
that the Catholic hierarchy of Ireland 
should in the most moderate, most 
reasonable,and most conciliatory language 
intimate that they could not accept 
University teaching at such a cost to 
their ecclesiastical students? The hon. 
Member who proposed the Amendment 
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had taunted the Nationalist Members | 
that their opposition to the Amend- 
ment was based solely on the ground 
of expense. He thought that was a 
very unfair representation indeed of 
the speech which the hon. Member for 
East Mayo made in Committee. That 
hon. Member took quite other grounds, 
and he for one had never based his 
Opposition to the Amendment solely on 
the ground of expense, important as 
that was; nor, he must add, merely 
on the principle of protecting the 
freedom of the University. There were 
other grounds. He spoke to men of all 
Christian persuasions alike, when he said 
that if there was one feeling of objection 
more than another to anti-clerical laws, 
it was the proviso which compelled young 
ecclesiastical students to quit their 
seminaries at the very crisis of their 
lives, and to subject them to the degrada- 
tions and temptations of barrack life. 
He did not for a moment suggest that 
in a city like Dublin, Roman Catholic 
ecclesiastical students would be — ex- 
posed to any influences of that 
kind, through their intercourse with 
medical and law students in a_ free 
University. Quite the contrary. He 
was sure they would welcome the associa- 
tion with their lay fellow-countrymen. 
That association was already most free 
in Ireland in every possible way ; but 
he understood very well indeed the 
shrinking that the ecclesiastical authori 
ties quite naturally would have from 
any disturbance of the life of devotion 
which was essential to the development 
of the religious avocation in some of 
its highest and most delivate phases. 
He was satisfied that on that matter 
all hon. Members, nc matter what their 
creeds might be, would be on common 


ground. ‘The hon. Member who proposed 
the Amendment blurted out the real 


apprehension which underlay the Amend- 
ment—the apprehension that Maynooth 
would overrun and overshadow and 
hypnotise the lay elements in the new 
University—when he described May- 
nooth as being an Aaron’s rod which 
would swallow up all the colleges. He 
did not believe that Irish laymen were 
plants of such tender growth that they 
required any artificial exotic aid to enable 
them to take precious good care of them- 
selves. The notion of Maynooth swallow- | 
ing up the other colleges was a bugbear. 
Mr. Willium O Brien. 
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Let him remind the House that Maynooth 
at the utmost could undertake to con- 


tribute 100 to 120 students a year, but 


this number would be utterly swamped 
and swallowed up by the 3,000 or 4,000 
students which there was every reason 
to anticipate the constituent colleges 
would send. Suppose a certain number 
of Irish bishops and priests did obtain 


a certain reasonable influence in the 
government of these colleges, as, of 


course, they would obtain by the votes 
of the Irish laymen alone, in the 
name of all that was liberal and en- 
lightened what could be the harm either 
to learning or morality that the repre- 
sentatives of the highest forces in national 
life should have a voice, and a powerful 
voice, in the government of these great 
institutions, just the same as laymen 
lawyers? He did not really know 
whether hon. Members had read the very 
interesting report published by the last 
Government from the British ambassa- 
dors abroad as to the treatment Catholic 
ecclesiastics received in other countries. 
He thought they would be rather ashamed 
of the way in which the Catholic party 
was cold-watered and shoved into the 
background under this Bill compared 
with the generous treatment they re- 
ceived from almost all other Protestant 
countries in the world, including Eng- 
land. In Germany, Hungary, Switzer- 
land, the United States, and in this 
country, although the Catholics were in 
a minority the faculty of Catholic 
theology was freely recognised, and the 
Universities were governed autonomously 
by Catholic ecclesiastics. The whole 
thing was found to work with the best 
results for liberality and toleration all 
round. They had been reminded by the 
hon.and learned Member for Waterford 
that they were pursuing the same system 
in England almost everywhere. If he 
was not mistaken there was, at the present 
moment, passing through the House a 
Bill for Durham University having its 
own faculty of theology. That Bill was 
passing without demur. The Bill now 
under discussion did not propose to sub- 
sidise Catholic teaching by a_ single 
shilling, but what they did ask was that 
a man should not be denied a University 
teaching merely because he was at the 
Sime time receiving religious teaching, 
with the provision of which the State had 


or 
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nothing todo. They asked in one word 
that the students of Maynooth should 
not be excluded from learning and scienti- 
fic training merely because they were 
Catholics. They asked the House to 
remember that this great institution of 
Maynooth was founded by a Parliament 
of Protestant Irishmen for the express 
purpose of enabling the Catholics of 
Ireland, without quitting their own walls, 
to obtain means of higher culture. Let 
it not be said that in this twentieth 
century they were less liberal in their 
interpretation of religious liberty than 
was the Irish Protestant Parliament. In 
doing a good work he urged them not to 
stoop to make these petty reservations in 
a Bill which undoubtedly, if they had 
fair play, would be the means of striking 
off the last shackles of sectarian dis- 
ability. He hoped the House would not 
reject this clause. If they did it would 
be a verv serious matter indeed, and he 
was not sure whether in that event, they 
might not, in the words of the Chief 
Secretary “‘ go home.” 


*Srr WILLIAM ANSON (Oxford Uni- 
versity) expressed the hope that he would 
say nothing to excite religious hostility 
on either side. He supported the Amend- 
ment because he felt that unless some- 
thing like it was carried the Bill would not 
effect the object which those who like 
himself desired to see a Roman Catholic 
University established, had in their 
minds. He had always desired that 
there should be open to the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland a University in which 
should be the free and common life, the 
common studies, and the free interchange 
of ideas which those who had had the 
benefit of an English University education 
had so fully enjoyed. He hoped that this 
Trish University would gradually build up 
for itself that character and would 
create by the associations it left in the 
minds of its students that sense of 
corporate life and lovalty which were the 
features of the Universities of England. 
If it was possible, as it was under the Bill, 
that students in large numbers belonging 
toaseparate institution, wholly dissociated 
from the new University, should be able 
to take their degrees in the new University 
without any association with the students 
who lived in the constituent colleges in 


Dublin, then it seemed to him that they 
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might as well have admitted the external 
students. They would be more loyal 
members of the University than the 
student contemplated by this Amend- 
ment; for this reason, the external student 
would have a sense of loyaltyand obliga- 
tion to the body from which he had de- 
rived his degree and the educational 
advantages which came from the study 
for the degree. In this way he was 
not sure that the external student 
would not be a more genuine and 
loyal member of the new University than 
the student at Maynooth. What would 
happen in the case of this affiliated 
institution? The student would live 
there ; would enjoy the common student 
life of the institution; he would see 
nothing of the University, would take no 
part in its studies, its amusements, its 
life ; his only association with it would be 
the painful one of preparing himself 
for examination under its rules to obtain 
his degree. The position of the affiliated 
student was less desirable for the purpose 
of creating the strong corporate life 
which they wished to see in the new 
University than was that of the external 
student whom they had dismissed so sum- 
marily on the previous night. It was 
argued that the Amendment would 
hamper the freedom of the senate and 
that the English Universities were left 
free to affiliate other institutions as they 
pleased, but those who brought forward 
and contrasted the charters of the old 
and new Universities with the proposal 
contained in this Amendment would 
have done well to have looked at 
the practice of the old Universities 
and seen whether it was the prac- 
tice of those Universities to admit 
students to their degrees who had 
taken no part in their studies of life. In his 
own University they were opening their 
doors to students who were unable to go 
through the full course, but who wished 
to come up for a particular course of 
study lasting a short period and take 
away some record of success in that 
course. They provided for that by con- 
ferring diplomas on students who had 
obtained a certain proficiency in a par- 
ticular branch of study, but they drew 
a marked distinction between the dip'oma 
and the degree, and they had always 
maintained that a man who took 
the Oxford degree should be an Oxford 
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man and that he could not bean Oxford 
man unless he had resided for eight 
terms in the University itself. It might 
be desirable to alter or reduce the terms, 
but that a student should have sharec 
the life of the University which conferred 
on him the degree and gave him the 
imprimatur of a University man seemed 
to him essential to the character of the 
University. They were asked why they 
were suspiciousof Maynooth. He thought 
it was common knowledge that what was 
contemplated was that Maynooth should | 
be at once affiliated. The very reason | 
that the bishops urged against the | 
Amendment was that it would deprive | 
the Maynooth men of the advantage of | 
taking a degree as they had done at the 
Royal University. But the Royal Uni- 
versity had been condemned on _ the 
ground that it did not convey to any of 
the students any of the advantages of 
University life. They were founding h°re 
a new institution that had to make its 
way in life, and by its side to claim its 
degrees they were putting an institution 
organised and manned with nearly 600 
students and eighteen professors, whose 
government was a strong one and entirely | 
clerical, and whose course of study | 
lasted for seven vears. Was it asking | 

| 

| 





too much that, of those seven years, | 
two should be spent in contact with the 
student life of the new University, so 
as to ensure that a Maynooth man should | 
be also a Dublin University man, having | 
grateful recollections of the pleasure | 
and benefit he derived from his Univer- 
sity career? For anyone to say that to 
expose these young men to the risk of | 
free life not in a hostel nor under special | 
supervision was to expose them to temp- 
tation was to put the character of these 
young men at a very low point. 


Mr. WILLIAM O’BRIEN pointed | 
out that what he said was that the 
Roman Catholic clergy of Ireland and | 
all men would welcome free intercourse 


in an establishment in Dublin under | 
proper management. but that it was 


wholly improper to allow clerical students 
to take part in the life of a great city 
without some supervision over them. 


*Sin WILLIAM ANSON asked whether 
it was contended that a student who 
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back to Maynooth and was under all the 
serious obligations which he was to that 
institution and to the holy profession 
which he was about to enter was too 
tender a plant to expose to two vears 
free life among the other students of the 
college. If so, it was putting humanity 
at a somewhat low level. It was not 
a very substantial objection, he thought, 
to the Amendment before the House. 
Was it reasonable to expect that, with 
these two institutions side by side, one 
years standing, established, 
organised numerically strong, the other a 
nascent society with its future to make, 
that one would not overshadow and eclipse 
He had the greatest desire 
to see this new institution prosper, and 
it was with that desire and the hope that 
Roman Catholic clergy and laity might 
meet in the new University life and be 
mutually better for the association, and 
might, as had happened in English 
Universities, influence each other for 
good, that he would vote for the Amend- 
ment. He recognised the responsibility 
of so doing, because they were told that 


\the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic 


Church might put a ban upon the new 
institution if it were not framed alto- 
gether as they desired. But was there 
no responsibility on the hierarchy if, after 


|} members on both sides of the House had 
| made great sacrifices in regard to their 


religious convictions in an earnest at- 


| tempt to give education which everybody 


admitted to be desirable for the higher 
culture of Irish life, they should make it 
impossible for the institution to work, 
because they would not admit that a man 
intended for the priesthood of the Roman 
Catholic Church could be trusted to live 
in Dublin for two vears in association 
with other students and under all the 
influences that could be brought to bear 
upon them without falling into the evil 
ways of an evil world ? 


Mr. BIRRELL said he had listened 


with interest to the two admirable 
speeches of his hon. friends who had 
taken up the Amendment which had 


been pressed upon the Committee by the 
hon. Member for Cambridge University. 
They put before the House many 
academic considerations of considerable 
value and some importance, but as he 
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listened to their speeches and to that of 
the hon. Baronet, there were ringing in 
his ears two famous lines of a famous 
poem by a famous man who took upon 
himself to give advice, as he was qualified 
todo, toscholars. The lines were these— 
“Deign on the passing world to turn thine eyes 
And pause awhile from letters to be wise.” 


What he wanted for himself and for the 
House, if possible, was to be wise. What 
was the situation ? People had spoken 
as if this new University were already in 
existence. It was still a dream, a hope 
of the future. Its prosperity and its 
future were still risky things. People 
had talked of the money which the 
Treasury had placed at its disposal. He 
said nothing of those sums; they were 
large, but would be nothing but a baga- 
telle. If this University of Dublin were 
to be anything more than a tin-plate 
University, it would have to receive, 
fom the generosity of Irishmen 
and lovers of education, large, and 
he might almost say gigantic sums 
before it could affect to compete 
with such new Universities as those 
of Leeds, Manchester, and Liverpool. 
In these days, when modern learning 
had developed in many directions, the 
number of chairs in a modern University 
was large, and the endowment of those 
chairs, if meagre as far as the occupant 
of each chair was concerned, would have 
to be verv large indeed It was, there- 
fore, of the utmost importance that this 
University and that of Belfast should 
receive large donations, which would 
be received by the people for whom 
they were intended with some degree 
of enthusiasm, pride, and even joy. 
Everybody, therefore, must look with a 
considerable amount of anxiety to the 
future of these Universities. Every- 
body must agree that if there were one 
body of men in Ireland more than 
another upon whom it was desirable to 
bestow the benefits of a learned educa- 
tion and the advantage of a degree 
with the dignity pertaining to it, it was 
the Roman Catholic clergy. To leave 
those clergy out of the new University 
of Dublin would be a fatal error. His 
academic friends said they wished them 
to come in, but opposed the conditions. 
They said: “It is for us, breathing the 
atmosphere of England, to impose the 
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conditions. We cannot trust the Senate 
of the University to have proper regard 
to the honour and dignity of the Uni- 
versity of which they are trustees. We 
will impose the conditions and limita- 
tions upon which alone the clergy of the 
Church of Rome are to receive Univer- 
sity honours.” Was that Did 
they suppose that, if they passed the 
Amendment, they would effect their pur: 
pose? Did they imagine that the young 
ecclesiastics of Maynooth would flock 
into Dublin to the University? If 
they wanted, by this Amendment, to 
begin with a quarrel, that would be 


wise ? 


very far indeed from being wise. May- 
nooth was a comparatively ancient 
institution. It was for many years 


with £26,000 from the 
pockets of British Nonconformists. 
The late Mr. Gladstone made a very 
good bargain, and paid the whole capital 
sum out of purely Irish money, reliev- 
ing the Nonconformists of what had 
been for many years a_ considerable 
burden to their consciences. Maynooth 
had a very considerable reputation. 
He listened with some surprise to the 
description given of it by the Member 
for Cambridge University. The hon. 
Member spoke ofitasaseminary. He did 
not exactly know what the word meant, 
but it had a very disagreeable sound, he 
admitted, in his Nonconformist 
But suppose they called it a training 
college for clergy, then his Nonconformist 
friends might have less difficulty in re- 
cognising it. To say that there was no 
free discussion at Maynooth, to say that 
nobody ever talked about anything except 
what was first breathed into his ear by 
his confessor—well, he was only once at 
Maynooth, and he discussed almost very 
subject under heaven, including the char- 
acter and learning of his hon. friend the 
Member for the University of Cambridge. 
He did not deny that, when they were 
training young men for such a position 
as that of priests in such a Church as the 
Church of Rome, and when they remem- 
bered that they would be dedicated, the 
moment they took Orders, to a celibate 
life, care and delicacy were required in 
their education. He was not going to 
enter into a discussion, because it was 
altogether outside the Bill, as to the 
benefit which the clergy, let them say of 
the Church of England, derived from 


endowed 


ears. 
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spending a period of their existence before 
they took Orders at the University of 
Oxford or Cambridge. There was a good 
deal to be said in favour of that course, but 
it was no business of theirs. The question 
for them was whether, at the outset of the 
establishment of these two Universities, 
they were to fix restrictions, in a manner 
the y were unaccustomed to when they 
were dealing with other Universities, upon 
the power generally enjoyed by the Senate 
because they anticipated that they would 
exercise that power in such a way as to 
give facilities to the clergy of the Church 
of Rome to obtain degrees on terms which 
they could not, as academic persons, 
wholly approve. Supposing the bishops 
of the Church of Rome had been very 
strongly in favour of entering into negotia- 
tion for the building of a hostel—and, 
after all, when they talked about the 
free life of the University, all they meant 
was that voung gentlemen were to be 
taken from Maynooth for two years, and, 
instead of living there, to live in a hostel 
in the neighbourhood of the University, 
and there to enjoy all the charm of the 
friendships they would make in the lecture 
rooms of the University. He made some 
enemies in the lecture rooms. He was 
in favour of having a hostel in Dublin, 
hut it was a mistake to run away with the 
notion that because they got a hostel in 
Dublin, they would thereby train up the 
future clergy of the Church of Rome to 
the free life and intercourse at present 
enjoyed by the medical and other students 
of the colleges in Dublin and other places. 
Although there was, happily, and in May- 
nooth in particular, a very strong move- 
ment in the direction ofsome such proposal 
as was contained in this Amendment, they 
must leave that spirit to work out itself. 
At the present moment the bishops, to 
whom Mavnooth belonged, were not pre- 
pared to throw open the whole of their 
doors to their Arts students and say they 
were at libertv to go up to a University 
hostel in Dublin. His own feeling was a 
strong hope that some day they would 
do so; but this Amendment would not 
have the effect of making them do so, but 
precisely the opposite. Shut up their mind 
against this proposal, and they would 
begin this new University in Dublin— 
which he hoped would, in the long years 
before it, have a glorious, prosperous 
and useful career—in its early and most 


Mr. Birrell, 


troubled days, when it most stood in heed 
of support, moral and financial, with. 
as he had said, a quarrel, a dispute, with 
a sense of wrong, because they had de. 
prived the Maynooth people of the oppor. 
tunities of taking their degree at the 
Royal University. They had a chance 
of obtaining degrees at the Royal Uni. 
versity after five years. That would 
be entirely cut off, and, therefore, they 
would feel that in this great University 
movement, which they had watched with 
such eagerness, they, and they alone of al] 
the people of Ireland, were to be left out 
of its benefits. He therefore objected 
to the Amendment, not so much, because 
of the academic reasons on which it was 
founded, but because, so far from favour. 
ing the object in view, it would destroy it, 
and because so far from supporting these 
new Universities, it would, at the earliest 
and weakest moment of their existence, 
deal them an almost deadly blow. 


Mr. HUTTON (Yorkshire, W.R., Mor- 
ley) said the Amendment seemed to him 
a most moderate one, but the right hon. 
Gentleman had spoken in such a manner 
as to lead the House to believe that there 
could be no two sides to the question. 
He said that to accept the Amendment 
would be to commence with a quarrel, 
but with whom would the quarrel be?! 
His right hon. friend was prepared to 
quarrel with anybody but the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy in Ireland. When 
this was suggested in Committee the hon. 
Member for Waterford read a communi- 
cation from the Irish bishops as to the 
effect the Amendment would have, but 
he thought too much importance had 
been attached to that communication 
It contained a threat, but there was no 
definite statement in which they said that 
if the Amendment was accepted the Bill 
would become useless, and he thought 
those who wished to give full considera- 
tion to the views of the Irish bishops 
went too far when they assumed that if 
this moderate Amendment found its way 
into the Bill the future of the Bill would 
be jeopardised. It was very extra 
ordinary how those who opposed the 
Amendment seemed to assume that it 
would strike a blow at the whole of the 
studies pursued by the clergy{students. 
It would do nothing of the kind. _ It only 
proposed that two years of_their Arts 
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course should be spent in a teaching 
University. What was the use of all 
those eloquent phrases from his right 
hon. friend in favour of a teaching Uni- 
versity if for the largest portion of the 
community who were going to receive 
its degrees they were not to have the 
advantages of the University as a teaching 
University ’ He was told there were 200 
Arts students at Maynooth, and was it 
contended that for a question of the 
accommodation of 200 students all this 
objection was raised ? Surely it would 
not tax the consideration of the Roman 
(atholic Church to make the necessary 
provision for them. Why could not 
Maynooth be made a constituent college 
of the U niversity ? He failed to see, if 
it was all his right hon. friend said it was, 
why it should not enjoy the advantage 
of being a constituent college. This 
Amendment would not deprive clergy 
students of University training, and if 
they were to lose their degrees it would 
be the fault of those who abolished the 
Royal University. It was not only the 
clergy students who would lose this right, 
for there were students now getting 
degrees from the Royal University from 
a number of other institutions. Would 
they not have the same claim for con- 
sideration at the hands of the Senate of 
the University as the Maynooth students 
had? Why did they impose on other 
students the necessity of going to Dublin, 
(ork, or Galway, and only allow this 
special privilege to a particular college 
because it happened to be associated wit n 
clerical training and under the influence 
of the bishops? He was struck by the 
fact that in the whole of the discussion 
that afternoon everybody had said that 
the one college to be affiliated was May- 
nooth, and yet they were constantly told 
that this would not be a denominational 
University. If this privilege was such a 
tremendous necessity for the students at 
Maynooth, what was going to happen if 
tue Senate of the new ‘Dublin University 
declined to affiliate or recognise Maynooth 
College ? They did not propose by the 
Amendment to lay down the prine iples 
upon which Irish Roman Catholic clergy 
students were to be educated, but they 

did say that if they were to have the 
stamp of University students and all 
the honours of a U niversity degree, they 
should have the same duties and Tespon- | 
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sibilities of an undergraduate in a resi- 
dential University that they imposed on 
other students. 


Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton) 
said he regretted that the external 
students were excluded on the previous 
night, but they were told that because 
the external student was excluded they 
were to act upon the same policy as the 
horse doctor who had got a_ horse 
lame in one foreleg and who knocked 
him lame on the other so that he 
would run without a limp. The mover 


of the Amendment stated that the 
Chief Secretary had kicked out of the 
front door the student who was not 


affiliated with Maynooth, but that the 
Maynooth student was to go in at the 
side door. He thought they would all 
agree that this was a very vital Amend- 
ment to the Bill, for it meant either the 
inclusion or the exclusion of the Catholi 
student according to how they voted o1 
it. Did the hon. Gentleman who moved 


the Amendment wish to exclude the 
Roman Catholic students? If not, he 
would point out that it was stated 


emphatically by those who had the power 
to speak for them that it would have that 
effect. What did the hon. Gentleman 
mean by an undenominational college : 
that it should be without tests? Surely 
the Bill laid that down clearly. He wou!d 
also like to ask his Nonconformist friends 
if they would accept an Education Bill 
for England without any tests for teachers 
or students. Surely that was the claim 
they were making for the English Educa- 
tion Bill, and if it applied in England 
they need have no great fear that, with 
no tests for professors or students, any 
ereat danger would come so far as Mav- 
nooth College was concerned. He 
discovered, so far as he had been able to 
follow the speech of the hon. Gentleman 
who moved the Amendment, a_ latent 
fear of Roman Catholicism. He himself 
had such fear. The Bill was 
framed on democratic lines, and while he 


had 


got no 


was strongly opposed to clericalism. if his 
creed in a democratic atmosphere could 
not stand by itself, then so much the 
worse for his creed. He had every con- 
fidence that if this Bill was carried the 
association of cleric and laymen would 
be for the benefit of higher education in 
Ireland, and he therefore hoped and 
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trusted that Nonconformists who were 
anxious for higher education in that 
country would not do anything to jeo- 
pardise the Bill by supporting the Amend- 
ment, but that they would support the 
Chief Secretary. 


*Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside) said he wished to urge 
one or two political considerations in a 
debate which had run too much to 
academic considerations on one side, and 
theological considerations on the other. 
The Chief Secretary had pointed out that 
the House was not entitled to settle such 
a question on the basis of such purely 
academic considerations ; and he would 
like to urge on the hon. Member who had 
moved the Amendment, and on those 
who supported it, that they were in fact 
seeking to apply to Ireland a counsel of 
perfection which had never been applied 
to England. The hon. Member for 
Cambridge University, who drew such an 
attractive picture of an ideal University, 
was not describing any University which 
existed. He did not know whether there 
was anything special in the atmosphere of 
Maynooth, but he would suggest that 
there was no ecclesiastical chair in this 
country which gave the ideal teaching 
which the hon. Member held out as that 
which ought to be given in every Uni- 
versity. He did not think that the 
supporters of the Amendment realised 
that their principle if carried to its logical 


conclusion would exclude—and it was | 216. 
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this which he called a counsel of pertec- 
tion—all theological chairs from yj. 
versities, for this reason, that all theo. 
logical teaching was preordained teaching 
and was incompatible with the idea! 
modern University. Those who sup- 
ported this Amendment were all willing 
to begin to apply to Ireland an extremely 
high principle in these matters, when no 
such principle had been applied ty 
England. Stress had been laid by one 
hon. Member upon the suggested danger 
of the students of Maynooth becoming 
graduates and swamping the new Dublin 
University. Every English and Scottish 


University was swamped bv clerical 
graduates. In face of that. state of 


things—he did not in the least approve of 
it—he did not wish to see imposed 
on the Irish people a counsel of perfection 
which had never been applied to England 
and Scotland. The proper way, of course, 
to settle ithe Irish University question 
would have been to give Ireland Home 
Rule, and let the Irish people settle it 
themselves. But in this matter the Irish 
people and the Government were in 
agreement in proposing a measure which 
was at least a marked improvement on 
the state of things that had gone before, 
and he should strongly deprecate his hon. 
friends supporting a principle which had 
never been applied in their own land. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 75 ; Noes, 
(Division List No, 218.) 


AYES. 


Acland- Hood, RtHn.SirAlex.F. | 
Anson, Sir William Reynell | 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt Hn, A.J.(City Lond. ) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G.(Winchester 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N.) 
Beach, Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Boulton, A. C. F. 

Bryce, J. Annan 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 


Fell, Arthur 


Gordon, J. 


Craig, Captain James(Down,E.) | 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Douglas, Rt. Hon, A. Akers- 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Esslemont, George Birnie 


Glendinning, R. G. 
Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 


Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
Hedges, A. Paget 

Hill, Sir Clement 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 


Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lynch, H. B. 

MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
McArthur, Charles 

Massie, J. 

Moore, William 

Morgan,J. Lloyd (Carmarthen| 
Morse, L. L. 

O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker,Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 
Pease, Herbert Pike(Darlington 
Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Rawlinson, John FrederickPee! 
Ridsdale, A. E. 

Robinson, 8. 

Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 





Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Clough, William 

Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H.A.E. 
Collings,Rt.Hn. J.(Birmingh’m 
Cooper, G. J. 

Cory, Sir Clifford John 
Craig,Charles Curtis(Antrim, 8. 


Mr. Seddon. 


Kennaway,Rt. Hon.SirJohnH . 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lamont, Norman 

Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Long, Col. Charles W.(Evesham 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S. 





Lonsdale, John Brownlee 


Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Stanley,Hn. A. Lyulph (Che:b.) 
Starkey, John R. 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Stafi’s. 
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Valentia, Viscount ' 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid.) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 


jbraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
{cland, Francis Dyke 

jinsworth, John Stirling 

jllan, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
Asquith, Rt. Hon. Herbert Henry 
Raker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
paring, Godfrey(Isle of Wight) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst. 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boland, John 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner, J. F. L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, Rt. HnSirJ.T.(Chesh. ) 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas’ 
Buxton, Rt. Hn. SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 
(Cameron, Robert 

Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Chance, Frederick Willian 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 

Caney, John Joseph 

Cleland, J. W. 

(lynes, J. R. 

(obbold. Felix Thornley 
ollins Sir Wm..J.(S. Paneras,W 
ompton-Rickett. Sir J. 

‘ond yn, Thomas Joseph 

orbett.C. H.(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
(Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 


Crean, Fugene 

Cullinan, J. 

Curran, Peter Francis 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Joseph 

Dewar, Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dillon, John 

Donelan, Captain A. 

Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. ( Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunne,Major E.Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C, ; 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Ferens, IT. R. 

Ferguson, R. (. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gilhooly, James ] 
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Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) | TELLERS FoR THE AYas—Dr 


Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 


NOES. 


Gill, A. H. 

Gulland, John W. 

Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Halpin, J. 
Harcourt, Rt. Hn. L.( Rossendale 
Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose ) 
Hardie.J. Keir( MerthyrT ydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r.) 
Harrington, Timothy 

Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hagleton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, Col. Sir Ivor (Mon.,8.) 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Horniman, Emslie John 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jordon, Jeremiah 

Jowett, F. W. 

Joye e, Michael 

Kavanagh, Walter M. 

Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Pau! 

Kettle, Thomas Michae! 
Kilbride, Denis 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lundon, W. 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, 8) 
MacVeigh.Charles (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘ Kean, John 

M‘Killop, W. 

Mallet, Charles FE. 

Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (¢ ‘oventry) 
Masterman, (. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, FrancisE.(Leitrim.N. ) 
Mechan, Patrick A.(Queen’sCo. 
Middlebrook, William 
Molteno, Perey Alport 
Mooney, J. J. 

Morpeth, Viscount 


Hazel and Mr. Hay Morgan. 


Murnaghan, George 
Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, Horatio 
Nannetti, Joseph P. 
Nicholson,CharlesN.( Doneast’t 
Nolan, Joseph 
Norton, Capt. Cecil Willian 
©’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O'Connor, John ‘Kildare, N. 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
Doherty, Philip 
O’ Donnell, John (Mayo, 8.) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W. 
O Dowd, John ; 
O'Grady, J. 
’ Kelly, Conor (M Lyo. N. 
O'Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley. William 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 
O’Shee, James John 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
Pearce, William (Limehouse 
Phillips, John (Longiord, 8 
Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central 
Raphael, Herbert H. 
Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy. M. 
tedmond, John E. (Waterford 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt'n 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
toch, Walter F. (Pembroke 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East 
Roe, Sir Thomas ‘ 
Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Seddon, J. “as 
Shaw, Rt. Hn. T. (Hawick, B 
Sheehan, Daniel Danie! 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Symth, Thomas F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden, P. 
Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Albert (Staffs, N.W.) 
Steadman, W. C. 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Summerbell, T. 
Sutherland, J. E. 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Torrance, Sir A. M. 
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Toulmin, George 


Trevelyan, Charles Philips Waterlow, 


Verney, F. W. Watt, Henry A. 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose White, J. 
Walters, John Tudor White, 

Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent | Whitley, 


Wardle, George dé. 


Wason.Rt.Hn.E (Clackmannan | Wilson, W. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The next Amend- 


ment in the name of the hon. Member for | 


South Antrim seems to me to have been 
disposed of in the decision the House 
has come to; and the two Amendments 
standing in the names of the hon. and 
gallant Gentleman the Member for North- 
East Down go beyond the scope of the 
Bill. 


*Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) moved 

to omit the words “requiring the Com- 
missioners to frame a declaration for profes- 
sors,” and insert the following declaration : 
‘I, A. B:, do hereby promise that I will 
faithfully, and to the best of my ability, 
discharge the duties of professor, and I] 
further promise and that in 
lecturing and examining, and in the 
performance of all other duties connected 
with my chair, I will carefully abstain 
from teaching or advancing any doctrine, 
or making anv statement, derogatory 
to the truths of revealed religion, or 
injurious or disrespectful to the religious 
opinion of any portion of my : 
It was proposed by the Bill that the form 
of declaration should be decided bv the 
Commissioners. He did not wish to 
detain the House by repeating the argu- 
ments which had been used in Committee, 
but he desired that this declaration should 
be in the Bill. It had been enforced at 
the Queen's Colleges for forty vears, and in 
regard to it he had never heard any 
complaint. Those who supported the 
Amendment were anxious that it should 
and they saw no reason why 
it should not be. They preferred that it 
should be inserted in the Bill rather 
than that it should be left to the Com- 
niissioners to decide. 


engage 


class.” 


be retained, 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, 8.), 
in seconding the Amendment, said that 
as the debate proceeded the statement 
which they had made from the beginning 
and more confirmed in its 
accuracy, namely, that this was an 
absolutely denominational University 
which wes proposed to be set up in 


Was more 
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Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
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D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Luke (York, E.R.) 
John Henry (Halifax) 
Williams, Osmond (Me rioneth) 
T. (Westhoughton) 
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Dublin. Indeed he thought it would be 
quite safe to say that every Member of 
that House now admitted, if not openly, 
in his innermost heart, that this was an 
absolutely denominational i institution, In 
regard to the southern Unive rsity, if 
there was to be the slightest hope of those 
who were in a minority using the free 
constituent colleges of the University at 
all, it would be necessary to put in some: 
thing which would guard those persons’ 


religious opinions very much more 
effectually than would the ridiculous 


proposal contained in subsection 2 of 
Clause 3. He would read that. sub- 
section, and ask hon. Members what it 
meant— 

‘Every professor upon entering into office 
shall sign a declaration in a form approved by 
the Commissioners under this Act, securing the 
respectful treatment of the religious opinions 
of any of his class.” 

There was no meaning in that whatever, 
The right hon. Gentleman, he under- 
stood, objected to the proposal of his 
hon. friend, and he had informed them 
in Committee that he did know 
what revealed religion was. He did not 
sav that he knew a very great deal about 
it himself, but he did that the 
who, fortv or fiftv vears ago, 
set the Queen’s Colleges on their course, 


hot 


know 


persons 


had adopted the formal declaration 
contained in the Amendment, and 
ever since it had done vood work 


and had done exactly what was intended. 
He had never heard 
to it at all until 
mittee on this Bill. 
‘n the Amendment 
more intimidatory 
and-water-phrase, 


any exception taken 
thev vot into Con- 
The words co) tained 
would have a much 
effect than the 
‘respectful treatment 
of religious opmions ” contained in the 
Bill. In any supposing it was 
admitted that the form proposed to be 
‘nserted the Bull 


approved, 
and was not sufficiently clear, 


milk- 


Case, 
Was not 
what was 
to happen in regard to the person making 
a statement de ‘rogatory to true re vealed 
religion ¢ At any rate, the form which 
his hon. friend proposed was a stronger 
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prohibition than that contained in the 
Bill, and if the right hon. Gentleman 
jesired to protect the religious feelings 
of all persons attending the University 
he could not think that he would have 
the slightest objection to allowing this 
+) be substituted for Subsection 2, 
hich would not be of the slightest use. 


Amendment proposed— 

“In page 2, line 36, to leave out from the 
yord ‘sign,’ to end of subsection (2) of 
Clause 3, and insert the words ‘I, A. B., do 
hereby promise that I will faithfully, and to the 
best of my ability, discharge the duties of pro- 
fessor, and I further promise and engage that in 
lecturing and examining, and in the performance 
of allother duties connected with my Chair, I will 
srefully abstain from teaching or advancing any 
doctrine, or making any statement, derogatory 
to the truths of revealed religion, or injurious 
or disrespectful to the religious opinion of any 
portion of my class.’ ’—(.Mr. Barrie.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words 
proposed to be left out, to the word 
‘under’ in page 2, line 37, stand part of 
the Bill.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said he was afraid he 
vould be out of order if he embarked on 
, discussion as to the precise meaning 
of the words just read out. So far 
is he was personally concerned, he had 
uever disguised his opinion that it would 
be much better to have no such declara- 
tion at all, for the reasons which had 
admirably stated by the 
jon. Gentleman the Member for 
‘ambridge University. Such  declara- 
Tons only acted as a handicap on pro- 
the free discharge of their 
luties, and gave opportunity to liti- 
ously disposed persons, or ignorant 
versons, who might be minded to give 
trouble. Therefore, he himself 
vas desirous to have no declaration at 
ill. However, declarations had 
‘xtended for so long in Ireland that they 
were bound to retain something of the 
kind. There was a feeling that 
test should be applied to the good manners 
f the professors. Everybody agreed 
that no professor would ever speak dis- 
especttully of anv religious opinions 
which might be held by a member of his 
Therefore, he had handed over 
to the very highly educated body of 
commissioners, who were much_ better 
versed in passing such declarations, the 


heen sO 


fessors in 


some 


these 


some 


Lass, 
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duty of proposing a form which would 
discharge this test of good manners and 
secure respectful treatment of the re- 
ligious opinions of members of the class. 
Certainly that was the only object, and 
he declined altogether to accept the 
proposal to reinstate the declaration 
upon which he would say no more than 
that it imposed no real test in any shape 
or form, and seemed to him, at all events, 
to be almost useless. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said he would 
draw the attention of hon. Members 
opposite to the fact that it was sough t 
to make subsection 2 of Clause 3 more 
stringent and to put a further restriction 
on liberty; and, further, that all these 
proposals came from hon. Members above 
the gangway, who were claiming to have 
a thoroughly undenominational Uni- 
versity, and yet asked for further 
restriction on the liberty of the teachers. 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.) said that 
this Amendment involved a good deal 


more than a mere question of good 
manners, as the right hon. Gentleman 
described it. The words of the 


Government were to “secure respectful 
treatment of religious opinions of mem - 
bers of the class.” He did not call that 
a matter of good manners at all: he 
thought that it was much more a matter 


of principle. 


Mr. BIRRELL: 


as well, 


It is good manners 


Mr. MOORE: 


more important 


said that perhaps even 
than good manners was 
the question of principle. The question was 
whether the House would settle the terms 
of the declaration. Hon. Members ought 
to remember that it was no new limitation 
which was proposed ; it was passed by 
Parliament in the vear 1846 or 1847. and 
it had continued to be acted upoh ever 
since. Parliament simply 
now to carry out the existing protection 
for the religious opinions of the minority. 
He asked the House to take the matter 
into its own hands and give protection 


Was asked 


to the minority in the class, so that their 
religious opinions might be recognised 
as a matter of principle, and not merely 


as one of good manners. 
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Abraham, William (Cork, N.E. | 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Asquith,Rt. Hn.Herbert Henry | 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Baring, Capt.Hn.G.(Winchester 
Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beck, A. Cecil 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boland, John 
Bowerman, C. W. 

Brace, William 
Bramsdon, T. A. 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner,J. F. L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner. Rt. HnSirJ.T(Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

3urns. Rt. Hon. John 
Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Cameron, Robert 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 
Cecil, Evelyn( Aston Manor) 
Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 
‘lynes, J. R. 

‘obbold, Felix Thornley 
‘ollins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
‘ollins.SirW m.J.(S. Pancras ,W 
‘ompton-Rickett, Sir J. 
‘ondon, Thomas Joseph 

G. J. 


fin fn fn i oh om 


‘ooper, 
Corbett.C. H(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cotton, Sir H. J.S. 

Craik, Sir Henry 

Crean, Eugene 

Cullinan, J 

Curran, Peter Francis 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Jose »ph 

Dewar, Sir J.A.(Inverness-sh. | 
Dillon, John 

Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy; William J. 

Duncan, C. ( 
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Farrell, James Patrick 

| Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gilhooly, James 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Gooch,’ George Peabody (Bath) 


| Greenwood, G. (Peterborough ) 


| Kilbride, 


Griffith, Ellis J. 

Gulland, John W. 

Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Halpin, J 
Harcourt, Rt. Hn. L.( Rossendale 
Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose ) 
Hardie, J. Keir(Merthyr Tydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harrington, Timothy 

Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, Col. Sir Ivor (Mon., 8.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Hill, Sir Clement 
Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 
Holt, Richard Durning 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Illingworth, Perey H. 
Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Johnson, John (Gateshead) 


HB. 


Jones,Sir D. Brynmor(Swansea) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire | 
Jordan, 


Jeremiah 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 
Kavanagh, Walter M. 
Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 
Kekewich. Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Denis 


King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
| Laidlaw, Robert 
| Lambert, George 


Barrow-in-Furness | 


Dunne, Major E.Martin(Walsall | 


Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C. 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Esslemont, George Birnie 
Everett, R. Lacey 


| Lardner, 


| 
| 


Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm, 
Lamont, Norman 

James Carrige Rushe 
Law, Hugh: A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lundon, W. 


1; Noes, 


(Division List No. 219.) 


Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lyne *h, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R.(Le icester) 
Macdonald,.J.M. (Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Mac Veagh, Jeremiah ( Down,8.) 
Mac Veigh, Charles( Donegal, E, 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘ Kean, John 
M‘Kenna, Rt. 
M‘Killop, W. 
Magnus, Sir Philip 
Mallet, Charles F. 
Marnham, F. J. 
Mason, A, KE. W. 
Massie, JJ. 
Masterman, (. F. 
Meagher, Michael 
Meehan,Frarcis E.(Leitrim,N,) 
Meehan, Patrick A.(Queen’s Co, 
Middlebrook, William 
Molteno, Percy Alport 


Hon. Reginald 


(Coventry 


G. 


| Mooney, J. J 


Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morse, L. L. ~ 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, Horatio 
Nannetti, Joseph P. 
Nicholson,CharlesN,( 
Nolan, Joseph 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Donnell, John (Mayo, S.) 
O'Donnell, 'T. (Kerry, W.) 

(Y Dowd, John 

O'Grady, J. 

O'Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,\. 
O'Malley, William 
O'Shaughnessy, P. d. 

O’Shee e ames John 

Parker, . James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Phillips, John (Longford, 8.) 
Powe . Patric k Joseph 

Price, (. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Prie oh -y, W.E. B.( Bradford, E.) 
Radford, G. H. 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E.(Waterford) 
Rec ~“e:; William (Clare) 
Ree es, J . ¥ 

Richards,T. F. (Wolverh’ = n 
Ridsdale, EK. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson, sir G.Scott(Bradfrd 


Doncast’r 
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Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, Ss. 

Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rowlands, J. 

Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T.(Hawick B.) | 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackentie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden, P. 
Stanger, H. Y. 





Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

(cil, Lord John P. Joice y- 
Clive, Perey Archer 

Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. FE. 
(Collings, Rt. Hn..J.( Birmingh’m) 
Cory, Sir Clifford John 

Craig, Charles Curtis( Antrim,S. 
Craig, Captain James( Down, E. ) 
Douglas, Rt. Hon, A. Akers- 
Fell, Arthur 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, line 37, after t 


missioners,’ to insert the word ‘ jointly.” ”— 


(Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


*sin W. J. COLLINS (St. 


moved the omission of su 
Clause 3. 


hibition of tests”? and subc 


it down that there was to 
whatever of religious belief imposed on 
any person as a condition of becoming or 


The clause was entitled ‘* Pro- 
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Stanley, Albert (Staffs., N.W.) 
Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh. ) 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh. 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tenannt, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Torrance, Sir A. M. 


| Toulmin, George 


| Verney, F. W. 


Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wardle, George J. 


NOES. 


Gordon, J. 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir John H. 
Long,Col.Charles W.( Evesham) 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
M‘Arthur, Charles 

Moore, William 

O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker,Sir Gilbert(Gravesend) 





speaking of these 
First Reading said— 


he word ‘ Com- 





| 
Pease,Herbert Pike( Darlington | 
| Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
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Wason,Rt.Hn. E(Clackmannan 
Wason, John Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. 8S. 

Watt, Henry A. 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Williams, Llewelyn (Carm’rth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
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Universities on the 


“They are not denominational institutions. 


They are not marred or disfigured by tests of 
any sort or kind.” 


He did not give a definition of denomina- 


tional or 


undenominational, 


but ap- 


parently he considered the absence of 


Pancras, W.) 


bsection 3 of 


any disfigurement or marring by tests 
of any kind or sort essential to unde- 
nominational institutions. 


That should 


‘lause (1) laid apply in the theological faculty as 
be no test |in any other. They had been told 
that these were to be as unde- 
nominational as other Universities 





continuing to be a professor, lecturer, 
fellow, scholar, exhibitioner, graduate, or 
itudent. Subsection 3 removed the 
teachers and professors of theology from 
the operation of the clause in regard to 
tests. The object of his Amendment was 
to restore the Bill to the condition in 
which it was when it passed Second 
Reading and to make the prohibition of 
tests run continuously throughout all 
faculties alike. He did not know that 
the precaution against tests was less 


which had recently been created in the 
United Kingdom. He had looked at 
the charters of these recently created 
bodies and did not find in any of them, 
where the prohibition of tests was laid 
down, that there was any subclause re- 
moving the theological faculty from the 
general operation of the prohibition 
against tests. It ought not to be so 
in this particular ease, and they should 
be in the same position as these recently 
created Universities. One was not quarrel- 


necessary in the theological than in any | ling with the existence of theological 


other faculty. The Chief 
VOL, CXCILL. (Fourti Sertes.] 


Secretary, | faculties or with the recognition of teachers 


U 
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in theological colleges, or with students 
graduating in theology, but when it 
became a question of a University appoint- 
ment giving the style and status and 
authority of a professor, no test ought to 
be applied to any candidate for the post. 
He apprehended that the object of the 
appointment of a professor, even of 
theology, was the implanting of know- 
ledge rather than the inculcation of any 
particular formulary, creed, or belief, and, 
as they separated tests of faith from tests 
of knowledge there ought not to be in the 
case of a professor of theology any in- 
quisition into the particular views he 
held. He wes there to impart know- 
ledge and not to inculcate any particular 
belief. He hoped and trusted the right 
hon. Gentleman would allow the Bill to 
be restored to its original condition and 
thereby would be able to claim once 
again that these institutions were not 
marred or disfigured by any test of any 
sort or kind. 


*Mx. HAY MORGAN, in seconding, | 
pointed out that: the promoters of the | 


Bill could accept the Amendment without 
in the slightest degree interfering with 
the essence of their demand. The pro- 
fessorship of theology was not in the 
appointment of these Universities. 
chair was to be founded by private 
benefaction, and one might be well assured 
that the private benefactor would do all 
that was necessary by way of discovering 
that the religious opinions of the person 
whom they offered to the University 
were of the shade or colour that we 
most desired. The tested professor wa; 
presented to the University. This sub- 
section would enable, if it was so desired, 
the governing body of the University 
to test the poor man again. What was 
the object of putting it in if it was not 
to enable the governing body of the 
University to impose another test upon 
the theological Why not 
leave the governing body perfectly free 
of the matter, as they would be with 
regard to the other Professorships in the 
University so far as the imposition 
of a religious test was concerned. He 
could not understand any Noncon- 
formist Member voting in favour of the 
retention of the subsection. 


Sir W. J. Collins. 


bs) 


professor ¢ 


{COMMONS} 


The | 
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Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 40, to leave out subsection 
(3) of C.ase 3.”°—(Sir W. Collins.) 





Question proposed, “ That the words 
propored to be left out stand part of the 
Bill.” 


Mr. DILLON thought the Amendment 
was moved in an entire misconcep- 
tion of the effect of the subsection. 
The hon. Gentleman who had seconded 
the Amendment had said that these 
appointments, if they were ever made, 
would not be University appointments 
at all. The provisions of the Bill made 
it absolutely clear that the University 
could appoint no professors of theology 
of any religious creed. When the Bill 
| was being read a second time the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland said distinctly 
| that he looked forward to seeing the 
| departments of theology in the colleges 
| in the course of the future founded alto- 
| gether by private endowment. 








The way 
in which that would work out as they 
understood it was, as in the case of 
Universities in this country, that the 
Chair would be endowed, presumably by 
adherents of one formof religion, widera 
deed of trust which would set forth all 
the conditions of the appointment to 
ithe Chair. They would then offer the 
|Chair to the University, which would 
| inspect the deed of trust and examine all 
| the circumstances connected with the 
appointment to the Chair, and, if they 
| found nothing objectionable in it, would 
accept the professor. But it did not 
follow from that, nor would it ever follow 
in the natural course, that the University 
wovld have the appointment, then or 
in the future, of the Professor of Theology. 
He would be appointed under a deed of 
‘trust by the founders of the Chair and 
| their successors. That was the only way 
| he believed in which faculties of theology 
could 


in connection with the 
| Universities under this Bill. There was 
ithe most absolute liberty to any body 
or religious creed to endow professorsh'ps 
of theology or any subject connected 
with theological study. But it was 
doubtful whether it might not be held 
that in a deed of trust certain religious 
formularies, which were not uncommon 


arise 
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in these matters, he believed, making 
certain provisions part of the deed of 
trust, might not put coercion on the 
University to say: “ We refuse to accept 
this professorship because there are 
certain conditions in the deed of trust.” 
That was the whole effect of the clause. 
—to set free the hands of the University 
—‘o leave it absolutely free to accept a 
professorship, founded by private endow- 
ment, under such conditions, or not. 
That was the whole effect and he could 
not imagine that any objection could be 
taken to it. Not one farthing of public 
money under any circumstances was 
involved. 


Mr. BUTCHER 
account which the hon. Member for 
East Mayo had given was_ perfectly 
correct. The subsection should be read 
in connection with Claus: 7, sibsection 
f (c) which provided that Chairs of 
theolozy might be instituted by private 
benefaction. The University dd not 
itself appoint these Chairs, but the 
University might recognise any professor 
in theology appointed by a 
trust. there such 
provision as this, no professor of theology 
could be recognised. In the Catholic 
church a professor of theology could 
not be a person appointed without a test, 
and the only question was, could there 
be a faculty of theology in these Uni- 
vesities or not. In his opinion they 
ought tohave the power, that all Univers- 
ities that he knew of had, of having a 
ficulty of theology. In foreign Univers- 
ities there were sometimes three faculties 
of theology in the same University. 


thought the 


private 


Unless was some 


Mr. BIRRELL quite agreed with the 
two hon. Gentlemen who had spoken. 
It was never intended that the section 
should enable a University to apply any 
test to any privately endowed chairs, and 
if any words were required to make it 
plain, he would consider them, but he 
thought it was all right as it stood. The 
clause said that no test should be imposed 
on any person. Then some kind person 


{24 Juty 1908} 


| mitted to 


endowed a Chair of Catholic theology | 


or Protestant theology, or what was better 
still, of true theology. They appointed 


a certain number of electors who were | 


the proper persons to fill the Chair when 
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no concern with it. He did not know 
whether they would impose a test or not. 
He held tbat every professor of Catholic 
theology had to make a declaration at 
some time of his fitness for the post, but 
the University would not concern itself 
in any way with it, or impose any test 
on him. Some such words as these were 
necessary, because obviously in the case 
of a professor of theology, it would be 
rather difficult to impose on him a 
declaration that he never to say 
anything that in any wavy interfered with 
the religious opinions of other persons. 
It was his duty to expound theology, 
and theological opinion might 
possibly be treated as disagreeable or 
untrue by some person listening to him. 
Although he was quite prepared to con- 
sd>v whether there was any dubiety, let 
them all be agreed that it was the inten- 
tion of the Act not to impose any test 
upon anyone who occupied the status 
of a professor. A_ privately-endowed 
Chair was filled by a person who, perhaps, 
had submitted at some time to the test of 
fituess to be a cand date for the Chair. 
He then became a professor of the Uni- 
versity. Thereupon, someone rose up 
and said: “* Here is a professor of the 
Unive sty, and vet a test has been sub- 
him.” It was in order to 
avoid a controversy of that kind that 
these words were inserted, and he thought 
they were necessary. 


was 


some 


*Srr W. J. COLLINS said that so long 
as the words to which he had taken ex- 
ception remained in the clause he must 
press his Amendment. 


Mr. MASSIE said the words of the 
clause appeared to bring the University 
within the range of applying a test to 
professors. Surely they could have some 
words put in to make it clear that no test 
was intended. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he was quite 
prepared toconsiderthat point, and meet 
it in another place if it was found to 
be necessary. He would undertake that 
there should be no test whatever. 


*Sir W. J. COLLINS said that on the 
understanding that no religious test 


it becan> vacant. Th? University had | wou!d be applied to any candidate for a 


U 2 








ji rv sh 


University appointment, he asked leave 
. 3 c. 

to withdraw his Amendment. 

| 


; Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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| Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 3, lines 31 and 32, to leave out the 
words ‘ withhold his assent from,’ and to insert 
the words ‘ disallow.’ ’—(.Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. BUTCHER said the Amendment 
he had to propose had for its object to 
secure that in the case of University 
statutes there should be an appeal to the 
Privy Council. The procedure was con- 
tained in Clause 5, and it was provided 
that the statutes were to be laid upon the 
Table of both Houses of Parliament. His 
purpose was to secure that in the case of 
an alteration of the statutes or the 
adding of any new statutes there should 
be an effective appeal to the Privy 
Council, and in doing that the House 
would only be following University 
precedents. There was such an appeal in 
the case of the statutes of the Universities 
of Oxford, Cambridge, and London, the 
Scottish Universities and also in the 
more modern Universities of Manchester, 
Liverpool and Leeds, where he found that 
no Amendment could have any effect 
until it was allowed by a Committee of the 
Privy Council. He wanted to secure that 
the Irish statutes for the new Universities 
should receive the same consideration 
and have the same safeguard. It would 
be observed that he proposed an appeal 
to a committee of the [Irish Privy Council. 
There was in England a Universities’ 
Committee of the Privy Counciland also a 
Scottish Committee of the Privy Council, 
but there was no such thing existing in 
Ireland, although he did not think there 
would be any difficulty in forming a 
Committee of the Irish Privy Council 
for the purpose of considering any statute. 
He begged to move. 


Mr. MOORE said he wished to second 
this Amendment for the reasons which 
had been put forward by his hon. friend. 
This proposal might avoid a hardship 
being placed upon some outside body. 
Take for example the Royal College of 
Surgeons. Ifa statute was made which 
might affect the right they enjoyed as a 

Sir W J. Collins, 
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corporation in respect to their students 
there was under the Bill as it stood at 
present no provision by which they 
could obtain redress except the cumbrous 
one of coming to this House and moy- 
ing to alter a regulation which had been 
laid on the Table. It was desirable 
that they should have a local Court of 
Appeal on the spot, and, following the 
example of the London University, if 
such an appeal were allowed it would be 
useful to redress any grievance, and it 
was the only remedy which an outside 
corporation had against the statute. 


Universities Bill. 


Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 3, line 35, at the end, to insert the 
words ‘ (3) The governing body of a university 
or constituent college to which this Act applies, 
or any other person, corporation, or body 
directly afiected by such statute, may, within 
three months from the notification thereof in the 
Dublin Gazette, petition His Majesty in Council 
to disallow the whole or any part thereof, 
(4) His Majesty in Council may refer any such 
petition to a Committee of the Privy Council 
in Ireland with a direction that the Committee 
hear the petitioner personally or by counsel, and 
report specially to His Majesty in Council on the 
matter of the petition. (5) If the Committee 
report in favour of the disallowance of the 
statute or any part thereof, His Majesty may, 
by Order in Council, disallow the whole or 
part thereof accordingly, but any such dis- 
allowance shall be without prejudice to the 
making of a new statute. (6) The costs of any 
petition hereunder may be regulated by the 
Committee to which the petition is referred.” 


—(Mr. Butcher.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said that there was 
agreement as to the form of appeal 
recognised in most of the other Univer- 
sities. His only difficulty, however, in 
accepting the Amendment was that, there 
was not in the Privy Council a_ body 
corresponding to the Universities Com- 
mittee. He did not know whether there 
would be any difficulty in setting up a 
Universities Committee of the Privy 
Council here, but if those who knew 
Ireland better than he knew it were of 
opinion that this step could be taken, 
then the Amendment, of course, would 
be only following precedent. At the 
present time he was not quite in a position 
to accept it, but, subject to communica- 
tions from Ireland on the subject, he 
would be willing to consider the introduc: 
tion of the Amendment elsewhere. 
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Mr. BUTCHER thought the Chief 
Secretary might have accepted this 
Amendment off-hand. Up to the present 
the right hon. Gentleman had not 
accepted a single Amendment on the 
Paper. 

Me. BIRRELL: Yes, I have. 


Mr. BUTCHER said that in another 
part of the Bill an arrangement had been 
mide for an appeal to the Irish Privy 
Uouncil, and looking at the large number 
of distinguished men who formed that 
(‘ouncil there ought to be no difficulty in 
getting some of the Judges and others to 
serve on a committee. As the Chief 
Secretary had promised to look into the 
matter he would withdraw his Amend- 
ment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG moved an 
Amendment in Clause 6 (Establishment 
of Commissions) providing for the repre- 
sentation of “a person nominated by the 
Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland, and 
a person nominated by the Royal College 
of Science, Dublin.” He had put this 
Amendment down in order to see whether 
the right hon. Gentleman could give him 
any more information about the Royal 
College of Surgeons. He thought they 
oight to have representatives from the 
two bedies named in his Amendment 
upon the governing body in connection 
with these Universities. He begged to 
move, 

Mr. LONSDALE seconded. 

Amendment proposed— 

“In page 4, line 2, after the first word ‘ of, 
t> insert the words ‘a person nominated by the 
Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland, anc a person 
nominated by the Royal College of Science, 
Dublin, and.’ ’’—( Mr. Charles Craiq.) 

Question proposed, “ That those words 
he there inserted.” 

Mr. BIRRELL said that he had 
already declared why he had found if 
impossible to make all the appointments 
those of representative persons. The 
Royal College of Surgeons had waited 
on him and the Prime Minister in order 
to lay their case before them as to the 
efect of competition with the new 
University. The colleges had no need 
to be alarmed, and the Prime Minister, 
who was an emotional man, said that 
he would look into the subject. The 


{24 JuLy 1908} 


|ment of the new University. It 
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other day, in answer to a Question, he 
stated that the charters would provide 
for a full recognition of their schools 
and classes, and in that sense they 
would not be damnified by the establish- 
was 
also stated that if it were proved after 
a time they had suffered materially by 


| the competition it would be a subject 


for the favourable consideration of the 
Exchequer. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) said 
there was considerable sympathy with the 
College of Surgeons, but he thought the 
statement of the Prime Minister had gone 
a long way to allay any anxiety. He 
regarded the concession as a valuable 
one. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG said the 
Chief Secretary had not given them a 
definite undertaking or a pledge on this 
point. He had simply told them that 
if, in years to come, the Royal College 


'of Surgeons found that it had been 


detrimentally affected by the operation 
of the new University their case would 
be considered. Personally he was in- 
clined to go to a division in order to 
emphasise this point. When they placed 
. new University alongside the Royal 
College of Surgeons it stood to reason 
that they would inflict a very serious 
injury upon that College. Under the 
circumstances he would be satisfied 
with his protest, and he would ask leave 


ito withdraw his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. BIRRELL moved in Clause 6, 
after the word “ period” to insert the 
words “not exceeding one year.” It 
was thought desirable that there should 
be a limitation upon the period during 


| which the Commissioners should exercise 
their power. 


Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 5, line 4, after the word 2 periot,” 

to insert the words ‘ not exceeding one year. 
-(Mr. Birrell.) 

Amendment agreed to. 

Caprain CRAIG moved to leave 
out Clause 7, which, he said, carr-ed 
out the money Resolution passed ‘n 
Committee of the House. He took 
exception to the unfair way in which 
the moneys were allocated. Neither the 


‘schedule nor the clause put any limit 
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on the sum which might be paid towards 
the southern University. 
wrong all through. In regard to finance 
the country was asked to spend a sum of 
money for which it was to get no adequate 
value. In spite of the large sum which 
was to be spent not a single man would get 
a better education than he could get at 
present, and not a single man would get 
a degree who could not get it now. What 
they were asked to spend on this project 
made it far too dear. If the Chief Secre- 
tary had never interfered in Irish educa- 
tion the country would have been 
£2,700,000 richer than it was to-day. 
Clause 7 was the worst clause in the worst 
possible Bill that had ever been presented 
to the House in regard to University 
education in Ireland. There was no 
question in the world about that. He 
felt so strongly opposed to this clause that, 
if he were the only person in the lobby, 
he would go to a division. He begged 
to move. 


Mr. MOORE, in seconding the Amend- 
ment, said that Clause 7 contained some 
matter which it would be more difficult 
for the followers of the Government 
to swallow than some of the other matters 
in the Bill, because with the full con- 
currence of the Chief Secretary power was 
given to applying public money to the 
purchasing of sites in the proposed Uni- 
versity and to the building of denomina- 
tional places of worship. It also authorised 
that the class rooms and lecture rooms 
might be applied to the teaching of a 
particular religion. They were told at 
the time that the scheme was 
entirely undenominational, and he had 
no doubt that they would be told so again 
by the Chief Secretary. He concurred 
with what his hon. and gallant friend 
had said upon the financial side of the 
question. It always happened when 
this Government had to treat the con- 
flicting claims of north and south in the 
distribution of money the excessive 
claims of hon. Gentlemen below the 
gangway representing southern consti- 
tuencies received chief consideration. 


same 


Amendment proposed— 

“To leave out Clause 7.”—(Captain Cratq.) 

Question proposed, ‘‘ That the words 
proposed to be left out, to the word 
“sums ” in page 5, line 15, stand part of 


the Bill.” 
Cuptain Craig. 


{COMMONS} 


The Bill was | 
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Mr. T. M. HEALY said he wondered 


if the hon. and learned Gentleman 
when he walked up Whitehall veer 
contemplated the beautiful buildings 


which had been put up at the cost of the 
taxpayers of the United Kingdom. The 
hon. and learned Gentleman had voted 
for the erection of the Goverament 
offices in London for which the money 
was found out of the general taxation, 
though they were of absolutely no 
benefit to Ireland. The sum _ of 
£10,000,000 had been spent in that way. 
There was one of the buildings alone 
which he never looked a without feeling 


ia land hunger, for it cost £3,000,000. 


He entirely deprecated the suggestion 
that the south of Ireland would deprive 
the north of anything it was entitled to, 
or that hon. Gentlemen who represented 
the Presbyterian cause in the north 
were to be deprived of a single sixpence 
which they could get out of the Treasury. 
On the contrary, the more they got the 
merrier he and his friends would be. 
It was entirely unfair to say that in the 
south they were getting any superior 
sum. But if it were true, they could not 
forget the fact that the Catholics of 
Ireland were three-fourths of the people. 
What he complained of was that the 
financial proposals of the Bill, instead of 


' being too large as the hon. and gallant 


Gentleman stated, were a little too tight. 
Subsection (2) of the clause said— 
“There shall be annually paid out of moneys 
provided by Parliament for the general pur- 
poses of the new university having its seat at 
Belfast, and the constituent colleges of the new 
university having its seat at Dublin, the sums 
specified in Part I. of the Third Schedule to 
this Act.” 
The hon. and learned Gentleman argued 
from that that the schedule gave un- 
limited power. The truth was that the 
schedule was too tight. Supposing they 
needed more money, they would be 
prevented by the Bill as it stood from 
vetting it. What was really wanted 
was a rather looser framework than this 
clause. He had not the smallest doubt 
that the University in Belfast would be a 
ereat It would be one of the 
greatest glories of the north, and it would 
come back to Parliament for more money. 
He would advise the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman, instead of putting further 
fetters on the Government, to endeavour 
to get the clause made a little looser. In 


success. 





guex 


ieee nie a ——— a 


i a iat ee: Paes 


572 


‘ted 
nan 
veer 
ngs 
the 
The 
ed 
ent 
ney 
on, 
no 

of 
ray. 
one 
ling 
)00, 
lon 
rive 
to, 
ted 
rth 
nce 
ry. 
the 
be. 
the 
rior 
not 

of 
ple. 
the 
1 of 
lant 
xht. 


neys 
pur- 
it at 
new 
ums 
e to 


ued 
un- 
the 
hey 
be 
rom 
ited 
th’s 
ubt 
e & 
the 
yuld 
ley. 
lant 
ther 
our 

In 





573 Trish 


three or four years time all this religious 
fighting and wrangling would have en- 
tirely evaporated on both sides and they 
would be knocking at the door of this 
House and asking for more money. 


Ameadment negatived. 


*Mr. MASSIE moved to amend the 
proviso of Clause 7 by inserting after the 
word “ benefactions,” the words “ and so 
long as the professorship or lectureship 
is titular only, and does not admit to the 
electoral, representative, or administra- 
tive powers of the ordinary professors or 
lecturers of the university, whether as to 
the senate or the academic council or the 
general board of studies or any faculty 
except the faculty of theology, if and 
when such is constituted” He observed 
that the Chief Secretary had to some 
extent met the Amendment by the 
revised charter for the University to have 
its seat in Dublin, Section xiv (4) of which 
now reads as follows :—‘ A professor of 
or lecturer in theology shall not be eligible 
for membership of the general board of 
studies or of any faculty other than 
the faculty of theology.” 


he would be perfectly prepared to with- 
draw his Amendment. 


Amendment proposed 


tion,’ to insert the words 


{24 JuLy 1908} 
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nary subject, say, mathematics,or menta! 
and moral philosophy, from holding at 
the same time a professorship of theology 
provided that he did not take any money 
for the discharge of the duties in con- 
nection with the professorship of theology. 

Mr. BIRRELL said he should like to 
have notice of that Question. 

Str PHILIP MAGNUS said it was 
quite a possible thing that such pro- 
fessorships might be combined. 

Mr. BIRRELL said he was quite 
willing to consider the question. 

Mr. MASSIE asked leave to withdraw 
the Amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. HOLT (Northumberland, Hex- 


| ham) moved an Amendment to provide 


| section 


that in the event of any professor or 
lecturer under 
the governing 


being recognised sub- 


(4) of Clause 7 


| body of the University should not refuse 
| recognition on equal terms to other 


If the right | 
hon. Gentleman would put what he had | 
read from the charter into the Bill as well | 


professors or lecturers in theology or 
divinity on the ground of their theolo- 
opinions. It had always been 
understood that this was an unsectarian 
and undenominational University, and 
that under this Bill there would be 


gical 


| absolute liberty for any person to endow 
‘In page 5, line 37, after the word ‘ benefac- | 


‘;nd so long as the | 


professorship or lectureship is titular only, and | 


(oes not admit to the electoral, representative, 
or administrative powers of the ordinary pro- 
fessors or lecturers of the university, whether 
as to the Senate or the academic council or the 
general board of studies or any faculty except 
the faculty of theology, if and when such is 
constituted. "—(Mr. Massie.) 

Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 

Mr. BIRRELL said he deprecated very 
much any war on the question of theology. 
He did not see any reason why a professor 
of theology should be treated with more 
suspicion than any other kind of pro- 
He had no objection to the words 
of the charter to which his hon. friend 
referred being inserted in the Bill, but he 
dd not quite know which would be the 
best place to insert the Amendment. 
Perhaps his hon. friend would allow it 
to be inserted in another place. 

*Sirn PHILIP MAGNUS (London Uni- 
versity) asked whether there was any- 
thing to prevent a professor of an ord'- 


fessor. 





chairs of theology. He wished to put 
that down in black and white. He 
understood the hon. Member for East 
Mayo to say that he and his hon. friends 
who represented the Catholics of Ireland 
were in favour of that equality of treat- 
ment. There were other people in Ire- 
land besides Catholics and Presbyterians, 
and he wished to keep the door open to 
them so that they might have the same 
advanta ¥ 5. 

Mr. WILLS (Dorsetshire, N.) second2d 
the Amendment. 


Amendment proposed 

“Tn page 5, line 41, after the word ‘ funcls,’ 
to insert the words ‘and in the event of any 
professor or lecturer being recognised under this 
subsection the governing body of the Univer- 
sity shall not refuse recognition on equal terms 
to other professors or lecturers in theology 
or divinity on the ground of their theological 
opinions.—( Mr. Holt.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 
Mr. BIRRELL did not think it would 


be wise to compel any University to 
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receive a chair in theology or divinity 
simply because it was offered. It was 
obvious they must exercise some control 
over their chairs and faculties, and it 
might possibly be that someone interested 


in the propagation of some theological | 


opinion of his own might grant money 
for the purpose of a professorship which 
would obviously make any learned 
body ridiculous were they to accept it. 
He, therefore, could not accept the 
Amendment. 
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ample.”] The conditions being equal, 
he thought it would be right for the govern- 
ing body to consider and decide whether 
“Christain Science”? came within the 
definition of “ theology or divinity.” It 
would be a thoroughly unfair thing to 
allow the governors to recognise a 
chair of theology or divinity for one 
church and not for another. In Belfast 
there would probably be Presbyterian 
and Episcopalian professorships of the- 
| ology endowed out of private sources, 





Mr. MOORE expressed the hope that but if the governing body did not give 
ia we 2 Ve lies 
the mover of the Amendment would go to | qual treatment to Roman Catholics, the 


a division. He moved this Amendment 
in the Committee upstairs and they got 
an equally halting and unsatisfactory | 
reply then. If a Roman Catholic pro- | 
fessorship was recognised in the new 
Dublin University, and if the money was 
forthcoming, it was right, at any rate, 
that provision should be made for giving 
similar recognition to professorships in | 
connection with the Protestant denomi- 
nations of the country. [An Hon. 








bishops and the priests would come out 
again with the ery that it was a Godless 
University. He wished to have equal 
treatment for all churches. 

Mr. HOLT asked leave to withdraw 
the Amendment. 


Leave refused. 
Question put. 


The House divided :—Aves, 41; 


Noes, 
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| TELLERS FOR THE NoEs— 
| Mr. Joseph Pease and Mr. 
Herbert Lewis. 


*Mr. MASSIE moved to omit from | authorities to allow the erection of a 
subsection (4) of the clause paragraph (b), | chapel within the precincts of the 
which gave permission to the University ' University. 


This paragraph was not 
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originally in the Bill, and it owed its in- 
sertion to an Amendment moved by the 
hon. Member for Cambridge University 
and accepted by the Chief Secretary. He 
was sure that it was moved in all good 
nature; and with characteristic good 
nature it was accepted, but, he was 
inclined to think, with some inadvertence. 
He would not be surprised to know that 
the Chief Secretary was nodding with most 
excusable fatigue. It was a well meaning 
insertion, but he feared that it was rather 
precipitate, that it was gratuitous, and 
that it was mistaken altogether. It had 
not been asked for either by ecclesiastics 
or by politicians, and he thought it was 
an unfortunate concession because it had 
created an artificial difficulty. At the 
time it was accepted it was a breach, 
an unconscious breach, of a pledge which 
had been given that no public money 
should be spent for any religious purpose. 
Of course the site on which the church 
or chapel would be built would be 
land purchased with public money. It 
had been suggested, and indeed prac- 
tically offered, that the site should be re- 
purchased with private money, and in that 
way of course the pecuniary objection 
would be overcome, and the original 
pledge of the Chief Secretary would re- 
main inviolate. But while the price of 
the site, which was a minor difficulty, 
would be taken out of the way, a much 
greater difficulty would be left untouched. 
It was not so much the value of the 


site as the site itself that was the diffi- | 
The presence of a derominational | 
chapel within the precincts of the Uni- | 


culty. 


versity would be flatly opposed to the 
idea of the Bill. On paper at any 
rate the Bill was undenominational, 
but paragra h (6) for the erection of | 
a chapel was on paper denomina- | 
tional, and would allow a_ foothold 
for denominationalism within the pre- 
cincts of the University. It was more 
than merely on paper, because it | 
was a solid and an ostentatious foot- 
hold. It gave room for the flag of a! 
particular denomination to be planted | 
proclaiming that the precincts of the | 
University were the peculiar ground of | 
one denomination. That at once affected 
the conception of the University and | 
produced a conception contrary to the 
idea of the Bill. Many of them had | 
already expressed the hope that Catholics | | 


Mr. Massie. 
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would come to the University of Belfast 
and Protestants to the University which 
ras to have its seat in Dublin, without 
feeling that they were aliens in a strange 
land. But if a chapel met them in the 
precincts of the University they would 
instantly recognise the symbol of an op- 
posing ascendancy just as they did in 
the presence of a chapel within the 
precincts of Trinity College, Dublin, and 
they would be jarzed by a note of discord 
and iiequality. It was quite irrelevant 
to plead that in Oxford and ( ambridge 
each college had its chapel within its 
precincts, or that in the precincts of 
Trinity College, Dublin, there was an 
Episcopalian Chapel. These were old 
institutions and the tokens of ancient 
exclusiveness could not easily be re- 
moved, and could only be slow ly modified, 
and Trinity College, Dublin, should not be 
imitated on the side of its exclusiveness, 
No University recently founded within 
this kingdom had a church or chapel 
within its precincts. The idea was 
opposed to the idea of the Bill: it tended 
to thwart the hope; they entertained of 
a true catholicity in a free University: 


it was not asked for, and, as he 
thought, it was unfortunately given in 
inadvertence and in haste; and _ he 


pleaded that with consideration and at 
leisure the permission. should now be 
withdrawn. 

Amendment proposed— 


“In page 6, line 
(b) of subsection (4) of Clause 7.” 


1, to leave out paragraph 
—(Mr. Massie.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words 
proposed be left out stand part of the 
Bill.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said it was 
fectly true that this particular 
section was not in the orginal Bill, 
and if it were the fact that, from 
the point of view of hon. Members 
behind him, the Bill had been made 
worse during its progress through Com- 
Member for Cambridge 
University must be regarded as its evil 
genius. But, speeking quite frankly, he 
personally could see no reason why a 
University of this description should not 
have a church or chapel, particularly as 
the technical objection could be got over 
not only as regarded the sif@ itself, but 
that the very bricks and mortar of the 
new chapel could be provided by private 


per- 
sub- 





be 
m¢ 
pu 


on 
no 
an 
ns 
aft 


110 


we 


580 


3elfast 
which 
ithout 
trange 
n the 
would 
an. op- 
lid in 
n the 
n, and 
liscord 
levant 
bridge 
in its 
cts of 
as an 
e old 
neient 
ye Te 
dified, 
not be 
eness, 
within 
chapel 
, Was 
ended 
ned of 
rsity : 
is he 
yen in 
d he 
nd at 
yw be 


agraph 
lasst .) 
words 
f the 


per- 
sub- 
Bill, 
from 
mbers 
made 
Com- 
ridge 
s evil 
y> he 
hy a 
d not 
‘ly as 
over 
, but 
f the 
ivate 





581 Trish {24 Jury 1908} Universities Bill. 582 


benefaction. The pledge that no public 
money should be devoted to sectarian 
purposes could be str.ctly maintained. 
His hon. friend who now moved the 
omission of this subsection had said that 
yo analogy could be drawn from Oxford 
and Cambridge, because they were old 
institutions. The Church of Rome was, 
after all, an old institution, too. He saw 
no particular reason why, in a college 
which he had hoped, and still hoped, 
would be a residential college, there 
should not be planted, even within the 
precincts of the University, a church or 
chapel dedicated to the worship of 
Almighty God. He drew no. strong 
distinction between the worship of Al- 
mighty God on one side of a wall and the 
other. He agreed that the erection of a 
chapel was not contemplated by him 
when he drew the Bill, nor was any 
demand or request ever made for it 
except at the instance of the hon. Member 
for Cambridge University, but, having 
been inserted in the Bill, he could not 
disguise from himself the fact that its 


withdrawal would not unnaturally excite | 


acertain amount of feeling. Some of his 
hon. friends had addressed him almost as 
men about to die at the hands of outraged 
constituents on account of the pressure 
the Bill was putting on the consciences of 
Nonconformists. Hon. Gentlemen oppo- 
site who anticipated disaster to the 
Liberal Party in consequence of this 
measure would find their cheerful hopes 
entirely dissipated. At the same time 
the provision was not in the Bill when he 
introduced it, or during the Second 
Reading stage, and as undoubtedly it did 
introduce a new principle in modern 
Universities—[An Hon. MemBer: Mans- 
feld.] Mansfield College was not a 
University. It was a college, not a 
University, and was not, so far as he 
knew, built with public funds. He was, 
therefore, prepared, not without some 
personal regret that this should be forced 
02 him, but fully recognising the great 
loyalty and generosity which his hon. 
fiends behind him had exhibited through- 
Oit, to assent to the excision of the sub- 
‘ection, and he was sure he might rely on 
the warm support of hon. Gentlemen 
opposite whose souls, he knew, were very 
much disturbed by the idea of a chapel 
being built within the precincts of the 
University. 














| 





Mr. JOHN REDMOND said he had 
heard with great regret the statement of 
the right hon. Gentleman. It was true 
that the subsection was not put into the 
Bill at the invitation of the Irish Party. 
They did not ask for it, but having been 
inserted he extremely regretted that the 
right hon. Gentleman had agreed to strike 
it out. On the merits of the question 
he could not, for the life of him, see what 
objection any hon. Member could have 
to the provision. There was, of course, 
the technical objection as to site; that 
the land would be purchased by public 
money under a scheme under which it had 
been said that no public money would 
be devoted to denominational purposes. 
That objection could be removed, how- 
ever, by inserting the condition that the 
site would only be given if it were pur- 
chased from private sources under condi- 
tions imposed by the Senate. He saw no 
objection in principletothat. Everycolleze 
in Oxfurd and Cambridge had its chapel, 
and there was also a chapel in Trinity 
College, Dublin. An hon. Gentleman for 
one of the constituencies in Yorkshire 
had said that a way to settle the matter 
from a Catholic point of view was for 
Catholics to go to Trinity College and that 
another denominational chapel should Le 
provided for them in that college. The 
hon. Gent!'eman who moved the Amend- 
ment had stated that in none of the new 
Universities recently created was there a 
chapel. That was not exactly the point. 
The point was, was there anything in the 
constitution of these Universities to 
prevent a chapel being built within the 
precincts? He did not think there 
was; and he did not think that they 
had any right to impose upon this 
new University whose seat was to be in 
Dublin a disability which was not to be 
found in the constitution of the othe: 
new Universities in England. Ther 
hope was that this should be a residential 
college, and in a residential college they 
had a right to have a chapel for the 
denomination to which the students 
belonged. He wished to express his 
regret and the regret of his friends at 
the decision arrived at by the Chicf 
Secretary, but he thought that under the 
circumstances the least they could do 
was to record their vote against the 
Amendment. 
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*Mr. BUTCHER said that as the evil 
genius of this amended Bill he would like 
to say one word about this subsection, 
the omission of which had been moved. 
He must say he knew at the time he 
proposed its insertion that it was going a 
little bit on the border line to suggest that 
a site bought by public money should be 
given for the erection of a chapel to be 
paid for privately, but that seemed a very 
narrow and technical objection to take. 
Yet if there were, on the other side of the 
House, some disturbed consciences which 
would be relieved by the easy method of 
the excision of these few words, he did not 
wish to prevent the placating of their 
consciences. He would only say that his 
idea in making the proposal and certain 
other Amendments which he had sug- 
gested was really to allow the Roman 
Catholics as Roman Catholics to make 
provisions for the furnishing of their 
University with those varied elements 
which had been historically associated 
with the life of a University and with a 
residential college. 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) said 
he did not desire to prolong the discussion, 
as the Chief Secretary wished to bring 
the proceedings to a close in a reasonable 
time. He suggested, however, that if 
that was the right hon. Gentleman’s 
wish he should not offer to the House 
8ich interesting subjects of debate as 
the probable effect of the passage of 
the Bill on the Liberal Party. If the 
Chief Secretary threw down challenges of 
that kind he must not assume that they 
on that side of the House were not 
prepared to take them up, or that they 
did not hold strong views upon them. 
Nor must he assume that they did 
not believe that when the proper time 
came to test those views it would 
be found that those of his friends 
were more correct than the right hon. 
Gentleman’s, He merely said that by way 
of caveat. He was in this peculiar position 
—he spoke for himself alone—that he 
regretted the action taken by the Chief 
Secretary in omitting this section. He 
hoped that this University would be to a 
very large extent a denominational Uni- 
versity, and if it had been started upon 
those lines its future prosperity would 
depend to a very large extent upon 
the enthusiasm which the Catholic Church 
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in Ireland brought to bear upon it, 
It seemed to him that if a University 
was to be established in Ireland which 
was to satisfy the Catholic population of 
that country, it must be an educational 
centre in an atmosphere distinct from 
that of Trinity College, and it was 
amazing that in the new University they 
were not tobe allowed the privilege which 
was already enjoyed in other similar 
institutions of having a chapel of their 
own. He could not appreciate the sense 
of the view which led to the support 
of this particular Amendment, but the 
Chief Secretary had adopted it and he 
congratulated the House on the ad- 
mirable way in which this part of the 
proceedings had been carried through. 
All he could say was that it showed that 
it was not argument but some totally 
different motive which prevailed in 
accepting or rejecting Amendments. The 
course taken by the Chief Secretary 
threw a flood of light upon the character 
of the proceedings. The acceptance of 
this Amendment was a sort of peace- 
ofiering to those of the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s supporters who had behaved well, 
It was not arguments which always 
carried Amendments ; the time occasion- 
ally came when it was thought desirable 
“to give a little bit of sugar to the bird.” 
The Amendment was not an improve- 
ment upon the Bill, it was not another 
step to meet the just requirements of 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland, but 
was simply in order that the proceedings 
on the Government side of the House 
might be harmonious and peaceful to- 
wards the close. He could say of his 
friends that they were not by any means 
duped or deceived by what was going 
on, but they felt at the same time that 
they were not likely ‘to receive any 
of the sugar. He believed that they 
would be wisely guided if they ab: 
breviated any recommendations they had 
to make, having regard to the fact 
that in all their Amendments they had 
striven to make the Bill undenomina- 
tional in its character. 


Me. C. J. ODONNELL (Newington, 
Walworth) said that he regretted he 
was obliged to separate himself from 
his Nonconformist friends on this occa 
sion. He was a Liberal and had no 


great affection for clerica] interference, 
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but he had an affection for religion, and 
he regretted the excision of this sub- 


{24 Juty 1903} 


section from the Bill, because he regarded 


it as the only undenominational part of 
It was, he thought, monstrous, 
ifthey had Presbyterian students attend- 


the Bill. 
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not have the fullest means of worshipping 
God according to their consciences. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 111 ; Noes, 


ing these Universities, that they should | 172. (Division List No. 221.) 


Abraham, Willitam(Cork,N.E. ) | 
Acland-Hood, RtHn SirAlex.F. 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Balearres, Lord 

Barnes, G. N. 

Bury, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Boland, John 

Bull, Sir William James 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Byles, William Pollard 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

(écil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cliney, John Joseph 

(live, Perey Archer 

Clynes, J. R. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crean, Engene 

Callinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Joseph 

Dillon, John 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A: Akers- 
Duffy, William J. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Farrell, James Patrick 

Fell, Arthur 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gilhooly, James 

Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Halpin, J. 

Hardie,J. Keir (MerthyrTydvil) 
Harrington, Timothy 


Ainsworth, John Stirling 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch ) 
Asquith, Rt. Hn. Hei bert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Baring, Godfrey( Isle of Wight) 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Carrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. 
Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Rellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’ w'r Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Bothell, Sir J.H.(Essex,Romf’d 
Bethel, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Bowerman, C,. W. 

Brace, William 

Brooke, Stopford 





AYES. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Hills, J. W. 
Hogan, Michael 
Hope, James Fitzalan(Sheffield) 


| Jordan, Jeremiah 


Joyce, Michael 
Kavanagh, Walter M. 


| Kennaway, Rt.Hn. Sir John H. 
| Kennedy, Vincent Paul 


Kettle, Thomas Michael 
Kilbride, Denis 

Lamont, Norman 

Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter (Dublin,S) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lundon, W. 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down,S. 
MacVeigh.Charles (Donegal, E.) 
McHugh, Patrick A. 

McKean, John 

McKillop, W. 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Meagher, Michael 

Mechan, Francis E. (Leitrim,N.) 
Meehan, Patrick A.(Queen’s Co. 
Mooney, J. J. 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Nolan, Joseph 

O’ Brien, Kendal (‘Tipperary Mid 
O'Brien, William (Cork) 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 


NOES. 
Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner,RtHnSir J.T(Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.Sydney Charles 
Cameron, Robert 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon, R. R. 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. WinstonS. 
Clark, George Smith 
Cleland, J. W. 
Clough, William 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cochrane, Hon, Thos. H. A.E. 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Craig,Charl«s C irtis (Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain James(Down,E.) 





O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Donnell, O. J. (Walworth) 

O’ Donnell, John (Mayo, 8.) 

O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O'Grady, J. 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. 

O'Malley, William 

O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 

Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend ) 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl 

Phillips, John (Longford, 8S.) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Reddy, M. ' 
Redmond, John E. (Waterford ) 
edmond, William (Clare) 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Smyth,Thomas F. (Leitrim, 8. 
Staveley- Hill, Henry(Staff’sh.) 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxPd Univ 
Valentia, Viscount 

Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Williams, Col. R, (Dorset, W.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C.B. Stuart- 
Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FoR THE Ayes —Mr. 
Patrick O’ Brien and Captain 
Donelan. 


Dewar, Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh. ) 
Duckworth, James 


| Duncan, C, (Bar:ow-in-Furness 


Dunne,Major E.Martin(Walsall 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C. 

Esslemont, George Birnie 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Findlay, Alexander 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Sir Daniéi Ford 
Gordon, J. 

Greenwood, G, (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Harcourt, Rt. Hn. L.( Rossendale 
Harcourt, Robert V.( Montrose) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
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Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harwood, George 

Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.(Aperdeen,W.) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, Col. Sir lvor (Mon.,S. ) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H 
Hodge, John 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Hooper, A. G. 

Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Illingworth, Percy H. 
Jackson, R.S. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, Wil:iam (Carnarvonshire 
Kekewich, Sir George 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich 
Lewis, John Herbert 

Long, Col.Charles W.(Evesham 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Luttrell. Hugh Fownes 

Lynch, H. B. 

MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
Macdonald, J, R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.( Falkirk B’ghs 
Maclean, Donald 

McArthur, Charles 

Mallet, Charles E. 


Amendments proposed— 
“In page 6, line 25, 


to leave 
‘senate,’ and to insert the worcs ‘ 
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Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Marnhan, F. J. 


| Mason, A, E. W. (Coventry) 
| Massie, J. 


Micklem, Nathaniel 
Middlebrook, William 
Mond, A. 
Moore, William 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Myer, Horatio 
Nicholson,Charles N.(Doncast’r 
Nuttall, Harry 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pollard, Dr. 
Price,C. E( Edinb’ gh,Central) 
Priestley, W.E.B.( Bradford, E. ) 
Raphael, Herbert H. 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Pee] 
Rees, J. D. 
Richards,T.F .(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 
Rowlands, J. 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford ) 
Samuel Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Schwann C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Seaverns J. H. 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B.) 
Shipman, Dr, John G. 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
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Smith, F.E.(Liverpo: 1,Walton) 
Stanley, Albert (Staffs, N.W.) 
Stanley, Hn, A.Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thorne, G.R.(Wolverhampton) 
Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Walters, John Tudor 
Walton, Joseph 

Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent) 
Wardle, George J. 

Wason,Rt Hn. E.(Clackmannan 
Wason, John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. 8. : 
Watt, Henry A. 

Wedgwood, Josiah C, 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, RtHn.SirThomas P 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, §.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE Noks--Mr, 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank, 


*Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) 


out the word 
governing 


moved to omit Clause 8 (Application of 





body.’ 

“In page 6, line 26, to leave out the word 
‘their,’ and to insert the word ‘ the.’ ” 

“In page 6, line 26, after the word ‘ colleges,’ 
to insert the words ‘ of the new University having 
its seat at Dublin.’ ’’—( Mr. Birrell.) 

Amendments agreed to. 


Mr. T.M. HEALY moved the ad Jition 
to the clause of a declaration that nothing 
in this section should preclude any 
money being provided by Parliament, 
in addition to the sums provided under 
the section, for the purposes of the 
Universities and colleges. 

Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 6, at the end of the clause, to add the 
words * Nothing in this section shall preclud - 
any money being provided by Parliament in 
nddition to the sums provided under this see- 
tion, either in augmentation of any sums con- 
tributed for the purpese of the Universities or 
colleges from other sources, or otherwise.’ ” 
(Mr. T. M. Healy.) 

Question, “That those words be 
there inserted,” put, and agreed to. 


ithe House was 


surplus of fee fund for the pu poses 
cf Unive's't'es and colleges). It was 
within the knowledge of all the friends 
of the technical instruction movement 
in Ireland that while the Treasury 
grant for that purpose was only £55,000, 
they had been getting a little help from 
this source also. It was with the utmost 
surprise and disappointment that they 


now found it was proposed, without 
explanation, to take away a_ sum, 
amounting roughly to about £7,000, 


which it had been hopcd t» utilise in 
aid of the work of technical education 
in Ireland. As one interested in that 
work, he protested strongly against the 
fund being diverted from the purpose 
for which it was earmarked to the new 
Universities. Such action was unfair 
and entirely without warrant, and 
should be reconsidered even at that late 
stage of the proceedings. In answer 
to a Question put down the other day 
informed that almost 
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all the modern Universities in Eng- 


‘land had been started on their career 


with grants of only £2,000 per annum. 
They found the new University in Dublin 
starting out with an income of £42,000 
per annum, supplemented by a very 
large building grant, and as if that 
were not sufficient they had this com- 
paratively “poor and struggling technical 
department robbed of some £7,000. 
Technical instruction urgently required 
the additional grant which h-d_ been 
ewmarked for is. He begged to move. 

*Sir PHILIP MAGNUS (London Uni- 
versity) seconded. He said that although 
he fully recognised that the Universities 
needed the money, he seconded the 
Amendment, not because he loved tke 
Universi ies less, but becaue he loved 
technical inst-uction more. 

Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 6, line 40, to leave out Clause 8.” 
—(Mr. Barrie.) 

(Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out, to the word ‘for,’ 
in page 7, line 2, stand part of the Bill.” 

Mer. BIRRELL said that this matter 
was fully explained in,Committee. It was 
not quite accurate to say that this fund 
was earmarked for technical education. 
It was set apart in order to meet certain 
demands which had to be met year by 
year. The last person who had any claim 
on the fund died some time ago, and the 
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fund was entirely released. It then 
became a question as to what was to 
be done with it. On consideration of the 
question, and in view of the fact that 
these Universities wanted all the money 
they could possibly get, they thought 
this was the most admirable and proper 
use which could be made of the money. 


Mr. MOORE said a definite appropria- 
tion of this fund was made by Act of 
Parliament, and because it was held in 
suspense to meet certain charges was 
not sufficient ground for saying that 
the money could be appropriated by that 
House for other matters. 


Mr. GORDON (Londonderry, 8.) said 
that technical instruction in Ireland 
would suffer by the withdrawal of this 
money, and he did not think anyone 
wanted to see technical instruction in 
Ireland in any way weakened or ham- 
pered by want of funds. It would not 
confer any benefit on Ireland to take away 
money devoted to a very useful form of 
education for the purpose of giving it to 
the new Universities. The right hon. 
Gentleman had said that money would be 
required for the Universities, but they 
should find it from some other source 
instead of robbing this fund. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 251 ; Noes, 
33. (Division List No, 222.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E. ) 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Asquith, Rt. Hn. Herbert Henry 


Burt, Rt. Hon. 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Cameron, Robert 


Thomas 


Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in- Furness 
Dunne, Major E.Martin( Walsall 





Astbury, John Meir 

Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Lellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boland, John 

Bowerman, ©. W. 

Brace, William 

Beunner, RtHnSirS.T. (Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 


Cawley, Sir Frederick 

Ceeil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. Winston &§, 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Clynes, J. R. 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Joseph 


| Dewar, Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh.) | 
| Dillon, John 


Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, ‘David C. 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Esslemont, George Birnie 
Evans, Sir Samuel T. 
Everett, R. Lacey 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alexander 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gardner, Ernest 
Gilhooly, James 


| Gladstone,Rt.Hn. Herbert John 


Glendinning, R. G. 


| Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 


Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 


| Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
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Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 


Halpin, J. 


Harcourt,Rt. Hn. L.( Rossendale | 
Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) | 


Hardy, George; A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harrington, ‘Timothy 
Harwood, George 

Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hayden, John Patrick 

Hasel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 
Henry, Charles 8. 

Herbert, Col. Sir [vor(Mon., 8.) 
Hills, J. W. 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, James}Fitzalan(Sheftie'd) 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Illingworth, Percy H. 
Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jordan, Jeremiah 

Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kavanagh, Walter M. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kettle, Thomas Michael 
Kilbride, Denis 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich 
Lewis, John Herbert 

Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Lundon, W. 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, 8.M.(falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 


Acland-Hood,Rt Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Bull, Siz William James 
Carlile, E. Hiidced 

Clark, George Smith 

Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. FE. 
Craig,Charles Curtis(Antrim,S. ) 


Craig,Captain James(Down,E.) | 


Craik, Sir Henry 

Douglas, Rt. Hon, A. Avers- 
Fell, Arthur 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
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MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, 8. 
Mac Veigh, Charles( Donegal, E.) 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 
M‘Kean, John 
M'Killop, W. 
Mallet, Charles E. 
Marnham, F. J. 
Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 
Masterman, C. F. G, 
Meagher, Michael 
Meehan,Francis E.(Leitrim,N.) 
Meehan, Patrick A.(Queen’sCo.) 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Mond, A. 
Mooney, J. J. 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Murnaghan, George 
Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, Horatio 
Nannetti, Joseph P. 
Nicholson,Cl arles N.( Doncast’) 
Nolan, Joseph 
Nuttall, Harry 
O’ Brien, Kendal(‘Tipperar yMid) 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
©’ Brien, William (Cork) ~ 
(Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Connor, TT. P. (Liverpool) 
© Doherty, Philip 
( Donnell, :C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Donnell, John (Mayo, 8.) 
O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
0’ Dowd, John : 
O'Grady, J. 
O'Kelly, James( Roscommon, N. 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughness y, P, a. 
O’Shee, James John 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leck) 
Philipps, Owen C, (Pembroke) 
Phillips, John (Longford, 8.) 
Pollard, Dr. 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Raphael, Herbert H. 
Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
teddy, M. 
Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmor d, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’ mpt’n 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( Bradford 
tobertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
NOES. 
Kennaway, Rt.Hon.Sir John H. 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 
Long,Col.Chacles W.(Evesham) 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter. Dublin,S) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis Wi'liam 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MacCaw, William J. MacVeagh 
M‘Arthue, Charles 
Magnus, Sir Philip 
Moore, William 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
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Roch, Walter ¥. (Pembroke) 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway. Fast) 
Roe, Sir Thomas ~ 
Rowlands, J. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir C. E.(Manchester) 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B) 
Sheehan, Daniel Danie! 
Shipman, Dr. John ., 
Sileoek, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smith, F.E.(Liverpool,Walton) 
Smyth, Thomas F.( Leitrim, §,) 
Snowden, P. 

Stanley, Albert (Staffs, N.W.) 
Stanley, Hn, A.Lyulph(Chesh,) 
Strache y, Sir Fdward 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
‘Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Waldron, Le urence Ambrose 
Walters, John Tudor 
Walton, Joseph 

Ward, John(Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wason, Rt. Hn. E(Clackmannan 
Wason, John Catheart(Or kney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, Henry A. 

Wedgwood, Josiah (. 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, Fk. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North 
Whitley, John Henr y (Halifax 
Whittaker, RtHn.Sir ThomasP, 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, W. 'T. (Westhoughton) 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


\ yes—Mr. 
Master 


TELLERS FOR THE 
Joseph Pease and 


of Elibank. 


Parker, Sir Giibert (Gravesend) 
Pease,Herbert Pike- Darlington 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Pee! 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Talbot, Rt. Hn.J.G.(Oxt'd Univ. 
Valentia, Viscount 

Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C.B. Stuait- 


TELLERS FOR. THE Nors—Mr 
Hugh Barrie and Mr. Gerdon 
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593 Trish 


Mr. BIRRELL moved to omit 
“Saint ” before “Cecilia Street School.”’ 
This was not a denominational point, 
but a merely topographical expression. 

Amendment proposed— 

“In page 9, line 1, to leave out the word 
‘Saint.’ °—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the next Amend- 
ment which he desired to move was for 
the purpose of securing that persons who 
had succeeded in passing their degrees 
at the Royal University should obtain 
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“In Schedule 1, page 16, line 19, at begin- 
ning, to insert the words ‘ Members of Convoca- 
tion.’ ’—(Sir Philip Magnus.) 


Universities Bill. 


Amendments agreed to, without 


| discussion. 


Mr. MOORE moved an Amendment 


| to provide that in the case of the Dublin 
| University there should be one member 


them even after the expiration of the | 


five years on Conditions not more onerous 
than those under which they could 
obtain corresponding degrees in the 
Royal University of Ireland. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 9, line 37, at end, to add the words 
and the governing body of each of the two new 
universities shall, so far as practicable, provide 
for any such students obtaining degrees on con- 
ditions not more onerous than those under which 
they could obtain corresponding degrees in the 
Royal University of Ireland.’ ’’—( Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment agreed to. 


Amendments proposed— 


In page 11, line 24, to leave out the word 
‘six,’ and to insert the word ‘ seven.’ ’—( Mr. 
Birrell.) 


“In page 11, line 38, after the word ‘ pro- 
vided,’ to insert the words ‘ and in conditions 
specified.’ "°—( Mr. Kettle.) 

“In page 11, line 39, at end, to add the words 
‘and in the case of an existing officer who holds 
his office during the pleasure of His Majesty 
shall be so re-appointed if His Majesty directs, 
notwithstanding anything in the statutes of the 
University or college.’ ’—( Mr. Birrell.) 


“In page 12, line 13, at end, to insert the | 
words ‘but no such provision need be made by | 


the scheme for any existing officers who are 
appointed to offices in either of the two new 
universities, or of any of the constituent colleges 
of the new University having its seat at Dublin 
by virtue of the charter of the University or 
college.’ ’°—( Mr. Birrell.) 

“Tu page 18, line 4, after the word ‘ Act,’ 
to insert the words ‘ or of any charter granted 
thereunder.’ ’—( Mr. Birrell.) 


“Tn page 13, line 4, after the word ‘ accepts,’ 
to insert the words ‘ or is appointed to.’ ”— 
(Mr. Birrell.) 


“In page 14, line 22, at end, to insert the 
words * The costs of all parties of and incident 
to an appeal shall be in the discretion of the 
committee by whom the appeal is heard.’ ”’ 

“In page 14, line 26, at end, to insert the 
words ‘ and the mode in which any costs allowed 
may be recovered.’ ”’—(Mr. Birrell.) 


VOL, CXCIII. [Fourta Sertss. | 


representing the Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce. In the Belfast University 
there was to be a member of the Belfast 
Chamber of Commerce. He did not wish 


| to alter the symmetry of the right hon. 


Gentleman’s numbers, so he proposed 
to allow three co-opted members instead 


| of four and to have the difference made 


| Commerce. 


up by one from the Dublin Chamber of 
He moved this at the special 
request of the right hon. and learned 
Member for Dublin University who 
was detained in Ireland. He should 
not have moved it had it not been on 
behalf of his hon. friend. They had 
made the best fight they could and had 
been outvoted on all occasions, 
irrespective of argument. At that 


'time of day nothing was gained by 


doing more than allowing the Govern- 
ment to have their way, which they had 
insisted on having by the aid of the 
majority which was at their command. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: What about the 
Dublin Port and Docks Bill ? 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 16, line 20, to leave out ‘4,’ and 


| insert ‘3.’”"—(Mr. Moore.) 


Question proposed, “ That ‘4’ stand 
part of the Bill.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said he could not 
| accept this proposal now. It was dis- 
cussed very carefully upstairs, and he 
had already repeated the reasons he had 
given why it was found impossible to 
recognise all the various representative 
bodies, many of whom had as strong 
claims to be represented as the Chamber 
of Commerce. He would be very sorry 
to see the co-opted members reduced 
even by one. 

Amendment negatived. 

*Sir PHILIP MAGNUS moved the 
Amendment in his name to give repre- 


sentation on the Senate of the Belfast 
| University to the Technical Instruction 


X 
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Committee, which was the governing 
body of the Belfast Technical Institute. 
He said very strong representations had 
been made by the Belfast Technical Insti- 
tute that they should be represented on the 
new University. The Chief Secretary had 
said it was very difficult, if not impossible, 
to accede to all the claims for represen- 
tation, but it was highly desirable that 
institutions like the Belfast Technical 
Institute, which was erected at a cost 
of over £100,000, and had excellent 


Adjournment 


appliances for giving technical ingstruc- | 


tion, should be closely associated with 
the work that was now carried on in 
Queen’s College, and would in future 
be carried on inthe University at Belfast. 


Mr. J. DEVLIN said he would like 
to join in the appeal to the right hon. 
Gentleman to accede to the very legi- 
timate request made in this Amend- 
ment. As one of the representatives of 
Belfast who was in favour of the pro- 
posals of the right hon. Gentleman, and 


who resented very strongly the state- | 


ments which had been made that Belfast 
was opposed to the University proposals, 


he pressed upon him the importance | 


of acceding to the large volume of public 
opinion in favour of the proposal. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘** In page 17, after line 5, to insert the words 


‘Elected by the Belfast Technical Instruction 
Committee.’ ”’—(Sir Philip Magnus. ) 


Question proposed, “ That those words | 


be there inserted.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said he was quite pre- | 


pared to consent to the Motion. 


Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.) as repre- 
senting one of the 
Belfast thanked the right hon. Gentle- 


man for the concession he had made. He | 
thought all the Members for Belfast 


might agree that his readiness to meet 
their wishes was an evidence of 
desire to meet fairness when fairness was 
put forward. In this case he had 
certainly met the wishes of Belfast as a 
whole, and he thanked him very much, 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 17, line 13, to leave out ‘4,’ and 


insert ‘3.’ °—(Sir Philip Magnus.) 


Question proposed, “ That ‘4’ stand 


part of the Bill.” 
Sir Philip Magnus. 
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constituencies of | 


the | 


of the House, 596 
Mr. BIRRELL said he did not think 


the Amendment was at all necessary, 
Amendment negatived. 


Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 18, line 2, to leave out the words 
‘a majority of the Commissioners,’ and to 
insert the words ‘ at least five members of the 

joint committee.’ ’’—(Mr. Birrell.) 





| Amendment agreed to. 


Bill to be 
| morrow. 


read the third time To- 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS [REMISSION.} 
Resolution reported, “That it is ex- 
| pedie:t to authorise the remission of the 
debts due to the Commissioners of Public 
| Works in Ireland from certain railway 
| companies, in pursuance of any Act of the 
present session, to grant money for the 
purpose of certain Local Loans out of the 
| Local Loans Fund, and for other purposes 
relating to Local Loans.” 


Resolution agreed to, 


| EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE 
| Read a second time. 


BILL, 


| Bill committed to a Committee of the 
| Whole House for Monday next.—(Mr. 
Whitley.) 

| 


UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM BILL. 
As amended (by the Standing Com- 
mittee), considered. Bill read the third 
time, and passed. 


semasinitacin 
NAVY AND ARMY EXPENDITURE, 

1906-7. 

Committee to consider the Surpluses 
}and Deficits upon Navy and Army Grants 
for 1906-7, and the application of Sur- 
pluses to meet Expenditure not pro 
vided for in the Grants for that year, 
To-morrow.—(Mr. Hobhouse.) , 

Ordered, ‘That the Appropriation 
Accounts for the Navy and = Army 
Departments, which were presented re- 
spectively on the 6th and 14th February 
last, be referred to the Committee,.”— 
(Mr. Hobhouse.) 
| Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to 
ithe Order of the House of 10th July, 
adjourned the House without Question 
| put. 


| 
| 


Adjourned at fourteen minutes 
before Six o'clock. 





Member. 
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597 Returns, 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, 25th July, 1908. 


The Lord DENMAN, chosen Speaker in 
the absence of the Lord Chancellor and 
the Lords Commissioners. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Education Board Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (London) Bill [H.L.] ; Glas- 
gow and South Western Railway Order 

Confirmation — Bill (H.L.]; Tramways 
¢ Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill [H.L.].— 
Returned from the Commons agreed to. 


> Membe 


Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 1) Bill [#.1.}; Pier and 
Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill 
{H.L.]; Pier and Harbour Provisional 
Orders (No. 3) Bill [#.1.].—Returned 
from the Commons agreed to, with an 
Amendment to each Bill. 


Registration Bill | H.L. | : Local Govern- 
ment (Ireland) Provisional Order (No. 4) 
Bill | H.L.. |.—Returned from the Commons 
agreed to, with Amendments. 


REGISTRATION BILL [1.1.}) 


Returned from the Commons, agreed 
to, with the Amendments. 


NAVAL LANDS (VOLUNTEERS) BILL 


commencement of a Specch indicates revision by the 


(No. 180); GRAND JURY (IRE- 
LAND) ACT (1836) AMENDMENT 
BILL (No. 181). 


Brought from the Commons ; read 1°, 
and to he printed. 


UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM BILL. 

Brought from the Commons ; 
to be printed, and to be read 2* on 
‘Monday next (The Viscount Ridley). 
(No, 182.) 


dn Asterisk (*) at the 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL. 
Brought from the Commons ; read |* ; 
to be printed, and to be read 2* on Mon- 
day next (The Earl of Crewe.) (No. 183.) 


House adjourned at twenty 
minutes past One o’elock, 
to Monday next, a quarter 
past Four o’clock. 


VOL. CXCIII. [Fourrn Sertes. | 


{25 JULY 


read 1"; 
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COMMONS. 
Saturday, 25th July, 1908. 


The House met at Ten of the Clock. 


Reports, &e. 
OF 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


(ras Orders Confirmation Bill [Lords] ; 
Gas and Water Confirmation 
Bill [Lords]; Pier and Harbour Pro- 
visional Orders {No. 1) Bill [Lords].— 
Read the third time and passed, with 
Amendments. 


Orclers 


PETITIONS. 
LICENSING 

Petitions in favour: 
(four): Havant; 
lie upon the Table. 


BILL. 
From Blyth 
and Llandiloes; to 


POOR LAW AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
Petitions in favour : 
Strathmartin : 


upon the Table. 


(SCOTLAND ) 


From Mains and 
and Ricearton; to lie 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
Copy presented, of Diplomatic and 

Consular Report, Annual No. 
4074 [by Command!; to he upon the 
Table. 
MARRIAGES, BIRTHS. AND DEATHS (IRE- 
LAND) 
Copy presenter, ol Forty-fourth de- 
tailed Annual Report ot the Registrar- 
Births, and Deaths 
in Ireland, 1907 [by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


Series, 


fYeneral of Marriages. 


EVICTIONS (IRELAND). 

of Return of Evictions 
30th 
to lie upon 


Copy presented 
for the quarte! 
. 


June 1908 [by Command]: 


the Table. 


in Lreland ended 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS. 
Copy presented, of Report of Pro- 
ceedings by the Department of Agri- 
eulture and Technical Instruction for 
ireland. under the Diseases of Animals 
Acts. for the vear 1907 [by Command] ; 
to he upon the Table. 


Y 
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Questions. 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 

The Channel of the Gaine. 
Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if the Irish Board of 


Works will now, while the water is low, | 


pile a landing-place and deepen a channel 
for boats at the mouth of the River Gaine, 
Lough Derrevarragh, Westmeath, in ac- 
cordance with their inspector’s report. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) The Board 
of Works inform me that they are not 
aware of any report by any inspector of 
theirs containing the recommendation 
mentioned. In any case the Board have 
no power to do works in this district 
except in default of the Upper Inny 


Statement showing the monthly prices 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 600 


l Drainage Board, and neither this Board 

| nor the Drainage Board have power to do 
anything beyond the maintenance and, if 

| necessary, restoration of the works men- 
tioned in the final award for the Upper 
Inny drainage district dated 4th April, 
1881. This work is not one of them. 


Prices of Beef. 

Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, W,): 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade what has been the price of beef in 
the principal markets of this country 
during each of the past twelve months; 
and whether he has any official 
tion as to comparable prices in t 
cipal European countries. 

Mr. Churchill.) Such 
information as the Board possess is con- 
tained in the following tables— 


Intorma- 
he prin- 
i 


by 


(2 Lnswered 


of first quality Beef per ewt., at certain 





markets in England and Scotland from July, 1907 to June, 1908 (compiled from 
Returns received from the market reporters of the Board of Agriculture), 
Scoteh Scotch U.S. Avand —— — 
!Month short- long- English. | Canadian Si 1. —— - 
sides. sides. port killed.) “UnG- — 
quarters, | quarters. 
Per ewt. Perewt. | Per ewt. | Per ewt. | Per ewt. |) Per ewt. 
s 4. % &  & oe 4. es ¢& a. ~& 
London. 

1907: July - - 66 0 59 6 54 0 55 O 46 0 DH 6 
August - - 63 6 57 6 D2 6 53 O 44 6 DH 6 
September e 63 0 58 6 53 O 53 6 $s 0 59 if) 
October 64 6 6 6 51 0 51 6 45 OQ 60 0 
November - 64 6 57 6 51 6 52 0 43 6 59 6 
December - - 63 0 57 0 52 «6 D4 0 41 6 55 6 

1908: January - . 63 0 57 O 52 6 53 6 39 6 54 0 
February . 62 6 56 0 51 F) 52 0 {] 6 53 OO 
March . -| 6 6; 56 O0| 52 0; 82 O 11 0} 58 0 
April J -| 68 6| 59 O| 54 0| 56 0} 49 0} 62 0 
May > -| 63 6 9 0; 55 6 57 O 50 6 62 0 
June - - - 69 0 62 0 60 0 60 6 D4 0 64 6 
Week ending 

16th July 70 0 63 0; 57 2 58 4 44 4, 60 8 








600 601 Questions. {25 Jury 1908} Questions. 602 
ard _ 
: do Scotch | Scotch | U.S.A. and Argentine | American 
d, if Month. short- |  long- English. | Canadian — — 
nen- sides. sides. port killed, hind. } bind 
pper quarters. | quarters. 
pril, —— a Serr paeaiers | ——__—— 
Per ewt. Per ewt. | Per ewt. | Per ewt. | Per ewt. | Per ewt. 
. &@) as & ae a s. ad. i Gt oe & 
™ Birmingham. 
‘+ 1907: July- - - 53 6/ 53 0; 45 0; 55 6 
( 0 
ef in August - - 52 6; 52 0! 45 0} 56 0 
itry 
iths ; September - i 51 0 19 6 $7 QO 57 «66 
rma- 
prin- October - ‘ $8 6 17 6 14 0 56 6 
Such November - - 48 0! 46 6 136 57 0 
cone 
December - - 19 6 {Ss 0 40 QO D4 0 
rtain 908: January” - - ine i 51 6 § ( 39 «OO 5 ( 
ti 190 i 'y Nil Nil ) j 1 0 3 54 0 
February - - 51 6 50 6 41 6, 54 O 
rican March - - 52 6 51 O 10 6 54 0 
lled 
a April - - 55 6 54 0 18 6 60 O 
— May - ae oer 7 0 55 6 50 0 62 O 
‘wt. 
d, June - “ 58 6! 55 6. 54 0. 66 0 
7 Week ending 
16th July a7 22) 5410 44 0 59 6 
, 6 Leeds. 
1907: July - - : 55 6 53 0 45 0: 55 6 
) 
August’ - - D3 6 dl 0 tf 6 56 0 
) U 
September - - 51 6 iS 0 17 O 57.«CO«*G 
» 6 
October” - - 51 6 16 «6 42 6 57 O 
) 6 
November - - 50 0 46 0 15 O 57 6 
t 0 
December - - 51 6 $s 0 38 O 54 6 
, 6 
1908: Jy ary - - ia = 52 ¢ g 9 O > 
- 1908: January Nil Nil ) 19 0 3 f 6 
February - - 53 0 19 6 {2 © 53 «6 
1 0 
March - - 53 0 £50 6 1) 6 53 6 
2 0 
April - - DD O Sa 66 iS O 60 6 
4 0 
May - ‘ e dT «20 55 O 50 O 62 O 
0 8 June - - - 60 0, 36 6, 53 6 635 6 
Week ending 
16th July - - 58 4 53 8 39 8 9 6 
Y » 
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| | 
| Seotch | Scotch |U.S.A. and — American 
Month. | short- | long- English. | Canadian “hi ed chilled 
| sides. sides. port killed. sind hind- 
| quarters. quarters, 
| Per cwt. | Per ewt. | Per ewt, | Per ewt. | Per ewt. | Per ewt, 
is @, ® a 4a. a s. al. s. d, 
Manchester. 

1907: July - - 544 0 53 0 45 O| 55 0 
August - 52 6 51 6 42 0 56 0 
September - 49 0 48 O 44 6) 57 0 
October - 46 0 41 OO} 56 Q 
November - 47 0 _— 39 6) 57 0 
December - 49 6 fn 41 O|} 55 0 

1908: January - Nil Nil 52 6 50 O is 6 53 6 
February - 51 6 49 0 40 0} 53 0 
March - 53 6 50 6 11 O 5) 6 
April 56 0 3653 OG 17 0} 60 0 
May - - 7 «(C6 6 6 19 O 61 0 
June - - 60 0 56 0 53 0 64 6 
Week ending 

16th July ee | 5 8 Ay sd 
Liverpool. 

1907: July - - — 53 0 ‘2 6| & 
August — 52 0 11 O| 56 0 
September - 49 0 50 0 42 6 16 6 
October - 16 6 18 6 39 0 56 (0 
November - 16 6 16 6 39 O!| 56 6 
December - 19 6 19 6 11 O 53 6 

908; January - at 5 6 51 6 37 «6 53 (0 

190 5 Nil Nil | ) l ) 6 ( 
February — 19 G 39 «0 5? 6 
March es 1 6 AY O » | 
April - — 53 6 46 0 Ho 6 
May - - sin 56 6 48 0 61 0 
June - - as 8 6 53 (OO 6+ 6 
Week ending 

16th July — 58. 8, 37 4) 58 4 
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| : 
Scotch | Scotch U.S A, and — — 
Month. short- | long- English. Canadian ‘hind. Shind. 
sides, | sides. port kille 1. quarters. | quarters. 
rn | | 
| Percwt. | Perewt. Perewt. Perewt. Per ewt, | Per ewt. 
| x. &@ | a & s. d. s 4d. “(1 @& i & & 
Glasgow. 

1907: July - : . 59 0 4 O 42 0 7 O 
August - 58 6 52 6 42 6 54 0 
September - - 56 «6 49 6 43 6 59 0 
October - D5 O 49 6 44 6 58 6 
November - 6 6 50 0 _— 8 6 
December - 57 O 19 6 a= “h ee 

1908: January - aes 59 O we DE 38 «6 | 5 6 

1908: January Nil 9 Nil 3 6 a8 OG 4 6 
February - DT =O 52 0 39 6 54 6 
March 16 6 51 6 is 55D O 
April - - - 57 «(OO 54. 6 51 6 60 O 
May - - 57 OO 53 6 50 0 63 6 
June - - - 58 6 56 6 53 6 60 6 
Week ending 

16th July - 60 8 6 O 1 4 63 0 
Edinburgh 

1907 : July . - - 59 6 52 0 46 6 57 6 
August 56 0 51 6 — 56 6 
September - - 51 O 18 O — 58 6 
October - - | dl 6 — 44 6 D7 6 
November - 1 O oe 43 6 58 0 
December - - 53 6 — 39 6 56 0 

1908: January - . Nil 55D 6 Nil 52 6 40 6 55 6 
February . . 57 O 50 6 41 QO 4 6 
March . - 55 0 50 6 13 0 4 0 
April - - - 54° 0 1 0 61 6 
May : . 56 6 — ' oF. 6 63 6 
June- : - 58 6 — 52 6 67 0 
Week ending 

16th July - » 59 6 56 0 44 4 60 8 














607 Questions. {COMMONS} Questions. 608 
| Scotch | Scotch U.S.A. and| ATgentine Amerions 

Month. short- long- English. | Canadian : chilled 

sides sides ort killed hind. hind- 

| ; oo : ve I *| quarters. quarters, 

Per ewt. | Per ewt. | Per cwt. | Perewt. | Perewt. Per cwt, 

s d. s &@ it wm @ 5 & | & &@ a. @ 

Dundee. 

1907: July - - - 58 6 55 0 — 57 0 
August - - 56 (0 - 44 6 57 0 
September - 52 0 48 0 44 6 58 6 
October 51 6 — 45 0 58 | 
November - - 53. 0 446, 45 6: 59 0 
December - - 55 6 = = 56 0 

1908: January - - 56 0 - 42 0 55 6 

Nil Nil 

February - - 55 0 51 6 43 0 54 6 
March - - 55 0 - 42 0 5D 0 
April - : 54 6 -- 49 6 61 6 
May - - - 56C«O — 0 6 63 6 
June - - - ss 6 57 6 66 6 
Week ending 

16th July - 58 4 _ 44 4 60 8 











Statement showing the 
Paris, and Berlin from July, 


average monthly prices of Beef per 8 lbs. in London, 


1907, to June, 1908 :— 





Month. 
London.* Paris.+ Berlin.t 
1907. a dd. s. @. s. 
July - - . - - - . 3 2 4 2) 4 94 
August - : - - - - - 3 1 4 2s 4 9 
September - - - - 3 2 4 24 4 9 
October - - - ° - - 2 81 4 33 4 9} 
November - - - 2 10? 4 24 4 93 
December - - - - 2 11 4 2 4 9f 
1908. 
January - - - - : - 3 13 4 4} 4 9 
February - - - - - - 3 1} 4 3 4 7 
March - - - - - - 3 1} 4 OF 4 5} 
April - - - - - 3 3h 4 Of 4 6% 
May - - - : - - 3 4 4 4} 4 3} 
June - - - - - : 3. 7} 4 4} 4 5h 


Average monthly price per 8 lbs. 








* Mean of the prices of four qualities of English beef. 


in git. be a eee Bee Ged 


+ Mean of three qualities. 
¢ Mean of twelve qualities. 
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Equalisation of London Rates. 

Mr. DOBSON (Plymouth): To ask the 
President of the Local Government 
Board what is the total amount that has 
been specially raised from the more 
wealthy districts of London and trans- 
ferred to the poorer districts in relief of 
their rates under the Act of 1893 for the 
creater equalisation of rates in London. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) The net 
amount levied and distributed under the 
London (Equalisation of Rates) Act, 1894, 
up to 31st March, 1907, was £3,289, 152. 


Londonderry Post Office. 

Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) : To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether he is 
aware that up till 1896 the staff at London- 
derry Post Office was divided, 7.e.. separ- 
ate staffs for postal and telegraphic work 
maintamed¢ that after the Report of 
the Tweedmouth Commission 
staff was maintained for both branches ; 
that, this change proving unsatisfactory, 
the divided system was reverted to in 
1903; and that during recent mouths the 
dual svstem has again been introduced, 
notwithstanding its previous failure in 
Londonderry and in other large centres, 
and whether, seeing that the Hobhouse 
Committee, 1907, recommended that 
offices such as Londonderry should have a 
divided staff, he will 
matter in the interests of local efficiency. 


only one 


reconsider the 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
It is the practice to have a divided staff 
only at those offices where the volure of 
work and the conditions under which it 
is done renders specialisation inevitable, 
and the Parliamentary Committee did not 
recommend any change in this respect. 
The necessary conditions de not obtain 
at Londonderry, where amalgamation is 
desirable not only in the interests of the 
service but also in those of the staff, as a 
more equitable distribution of the early 
and late duties is thus rendered possible, 
and the hours of attendance can otherwise 
be made less irksome than if the staff were 
divided. The amalgamation of the staff 
at Londonderry was decided upon in May, 
196, as a result of the recommendations of 
a Departmental Committee. The matter 
was very carefully considered so recently 
as January last, and I see no reason for 
altering the decision which was then given. 
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Post Office Territorials. 

Mr. GIBBS (Bristol, W.): To ask the 
Postmaster-General if an order has 
recently been issued to those Post Office 
servants who are members of the Territor- 
ial Army that the cost of providing 
substitutes during their absence in camp 
is to be provided out of their civil pay. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
The practice that prevailed under the 
Volunteer system, 7.e., that the cost of 
providing substitutes, if any, was defrayed 
from the civil pay of the absent officer is 
continued under the Territorial scheme. 
If there is any saving the balance is paid 
to the officer absent at camp, while any 
excess cost is borne by the State. 


Spitalfields Market. 

Mr. W. PEARCE (Tewer Hamlets, 
Limehouse) : To ask Mr. Attornev- 
General if his attention has been directed 
to the delay in the proceedings instituted 
by the Corporation of London to acquire 
Spitalfiells Market ; if he is aware of the 
urgency of the matter ; and ifan amended 
statement of claim has been presented for 
his approval. 


(Answered by Sir W. Rohson.) I 
that the action 


relating to 
Spitalfields Market. 


recognise 
which is under the 
control of the Corporation ol London, 
should be brought to trial as soon as 
possible, but regard must be had to the 
complicated nature of the case and care 
taken that all the facts are placect before 
the Court. Application has recently been 
made for my approval of an amended 
statement of clam. I have no reason to 
believe that there has been undue delay 
in the proceedings. 


Meat} Trade* Trust* Inquiry. 

Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he will consider the 
advisability of appointing a representa- 
tive of Ireland on the Departmental 
Committee he proposes to appoint to 
inquire inte the question of the alleged 
control by certain trusts of ihe meat 
trade ; ana whether any question will be 
referred to such Conmrittee affecting the 
importation of Canadian cattle. 
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(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) 1 am 
reluctant to add to the numbers of the 
Committee by the appointment of re- 
presentatives of special interests or 
views. It is a Departmental Committee. 
Its reference is strictly limited to the 
specific financial and economic aspects of 
the question, and it does not extend to 
recommendations affecting the conditions 
of the importation of cattle. If in these 
circumstances my hon. and learned friend 
still presses for the appointment of an 
Irish representative perhaps he will 
communicate with me again. 


Ex-Detective-Constable Cosgrove, R.I.C. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.) : To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can explain the 
circumstances under which Detective- 
constable John Cosgrove, of Belfast, was 
discharged on pension from the police 
force ; whether anv charge was preferred 
against him; and, if so, whether anv and, 
if so, what opportunity was afforded 
him of meeting the charge: whether 
Cosgrove was entitled to his maximum 
pension if he had been allowed to remain 
in the force twelve months longer; 
whether it was charged against him that 
he had no cases for the preceding twelve 
months; whether men are still in the 
service in Belfast who had no cases for 
double that period ; how long was Cos- 
grove on the promotion list ; why was he 
not promoted ; why was he appointed to 
the crime special staff if unfit for pro- 
motion; did any prejudice exist in the 
minds of his supericr officers towards him 
and whether he will have special inquiries 
made into this case, 


(Answered by Mir. Birrell.) Constable 
Cosgrove, who had served for upwards of 
twenty-eight vears, was reported by his 
superior officers as being inefficient and 
unsuitable for further police duty, and 
the Inspector-General in pursuance of 
lis statutory powers, called upon him to 
retire on pension. The constable was not 
charged with any offence against dis- 
cipline. If he had remained in the force 
until he had served for twenty-nine vears 
he would have been entitled to his maxi- 
mum pension of £46 16s. per annum, 
which is but 9s. 5d. per annum more than 
that actually awarded tohim. It was not 
charged against him that he had no cases 
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during the preceding twelve months. He 
was at one time on the promotion list, but 
was passed over by the late Commissioner 
in 1905 as being unfit for promotion, 
It was the same Commissioner who 
appointed him to the crime special staff, 
presumably because he considered him 
suitable to be tried in that capacity. No 
prejudice existed against the constable in 
the minds of his superior officers. No 
further inquiries seem to be necessary, 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Labour in the Transvaal Mines, 

Caprain CRAIG (Down, E.): I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if he can state how many Whites, 
Chinese Coolies, and Natives were en- 
ploved in the Transvaal mings when the 
present Government came into office and 
on Ist July last, respectively. 


Mr. J. H. LEWIS (Flintshire: for 
Colonel SEELY): At the end of December, 
1905, there were 18,159 Whites, 93,831 
Natives and 47,267 Chinese employed. 
On 30th June last there were 21,636 
Chinese. The figures for Whites and 
Natives to that date have not yet been 
received. The average numbers for May 
were: Whites, 18,011; Natives, 145,007. 


Great Britain and Siam. 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether he is 
now in a position to give information 
with regard to the new agreement with 
Siam. 


THE SECRETARY oF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
GREY, Northumberland, Berwick): No 
new agreement has yet been concluded 
with Siam, and I cannot say what progress 
can be made till His Majesty’s Minister, 
who is now on his way home, has returned 
and till various points which require 
investigation have been discussed with 
him, and His Majesty’s Government have 
had an opportunity of considering them. 


STATE FoR 


Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans) : When is the Minister expected to 
arrive ? 
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Sr EDWARD GREY: He is due 


home soon, but it is obvious the Govern- 
ment will not be able as a whole to 
consider this question for some time, 
and presumably we shall not be able to 
settle it till the autumn. 


The Arrest of Mr. Luxenburg. 

(aprain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he will lay Papers setting out 
the correspondence that has passed with 
the Russian Government in reference to 
the wrongful arrest and imprisonment of 
Mr. Luxenburg. 


Srr EDWARD GREY : I will deal with 
this matter in my reply to the Question 
put down by the hon. Member for 
Monday next. 


Alleged Burning of Crofters’ Houses. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) asked the 
Secretary for Scotland whether there 
was any truth in the Report that crofters’ 
houses had been burned in the parish of 
Creich, Sutherland, by the sheriff officer ; 
and that, in consequence, great excite- 
ment prevailed. 

THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. SincLatr, Forfarshire): The only 
information at my disposal on this 
subject is contained in a telegram from 
the chief constable of the county, who 
savs. “* Wire received. Local constable 
crofter’s house burned by 
officer acting under decree of 


reports me 
sheriff 
Court.” 


Mr. MORTON : Who is the landlord 2 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I am not aware 
of his name. If the hon. Gentleman 
wishes any further information perhaps 
he will put down a Question. 


Suppression of Vermin. 

Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): I beg 
to ask the Vice-President of the Depairt- 
ment of Agriculture (Ireland) if his 
attention has been called to the Report 
and Draft Bill published by the Societv 
for the Suppression of Vermin; and if 
he proposes on behalf of the Department 
by regulation, or circular, or otherwise 
to take steps to stamp out the rat pest in 
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Ireland, or in any event to limit its 
increase. t 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrrett, Bristol, N.): 
My attention has been called to the 
Report and Draft Bill in Question. 
We are very anxious to take all the 
steps necessary for this admirable purpose 


Caprain CRAIG. Has the right hon. 
Gentleman consulted the President of the 
Board of Trade on the matter ? 


[No Answer was returned.] 


Irish University Grants. 
Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
(hief-Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can state the 
total capitalised amount of the grants 
to be made under the Universities Bill 
towards the new University to be es- 
tablished for Roman Catholics in Dublin 
and its three constituent colleges in 
Dublin, Cork, and Galway, and the 

affiliated college of Maynooth. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The capitalisation 
of the amount of the annual grant made 
to the University college is a sum which 
anybody can do for himself. 


Cattle-drives in Antrim and Down. 
CapraIn CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he can state how manv cases 
of cattle-driving have been brought to 
the notice of the police in the counties of 
Down and Antrim during the past three 


vears. 


Mr. BIRRELL: 
not been drawn to this matter. 
ask for notice. 


My attention has 
I must 


Orange Demonstrations. 

Caprain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he can state the number of 
cases brought to the notice of the police 
of serious offences arising out of the 
recent annual demonstration in Ireland 
in celebration of the memory of King 
William of Orange. 


Mr. BIRRELL: My attention has 
not been called to this matter. 
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Caprary CRAIG: Is the right hon. | 
Gentleman aware that 300,000 loyal 
Irishmen took part in this demonstra- | 
tion ? 
Mr. BIRRELL: I am _ not. 


The Vatican and the Irish University. 

Capratn CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that, 
owing to the action of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in Dublin and Maynooth, the 
Roman Catholic laity of Ireland have 
hitherto been forbidden to enter for the 
Arts course in any of the three Queen’s 
Colleges of Belfast, Cork, or Galway ; 
and whether he proposes to obtain the 
assent of the Vatican or its representatives 
in this country to the Roman Catholic 
laity attending the new Roman Catholic 
University to be established in Dublin 
before the Lord-Lieutenant names the 
appointed day for dissolving the Royal 
University and before any ‘of the sum 
voted by Parliament is spent on erecting 
the new college for Roman Catholies in 
Dublin. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I 


intention. 


have no such 


Cranagill Orange Lodge Procession. 

Mr. MOORE: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land if he is aware that the road from 
Cranagill to Annaghmore station, in the 
county of Armagh, has from time im- 
memorial been used by all persons on their 
lawful avocations ; if he is aware that on 
15th July last the members of the Cranagill 


Orange lodge were prevented by the 
police from passing along this road ; if he 


is aware that six Nationalists from this 


district were sentenced by Mr. Justice 
Dodd, at the recent Armagh assizes, to 


two months imprisonment for attacking 
members of the Orange Order; and if 
he will state on what grounds the members 
of this lodge were debarred from their 
accustomed use of this highway. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I must ask for notice- 
Mr. MOORE: But notice has been 
given. 
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Mr. I have not obtained 


the information. 
Mr. MOORE: That is 2 different 
thing. The right hon. Gentleman shoud 


ask for a postponement. 


Debates on Irish Matters. 

Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister what day he intends to 
give, before the adjournment, for a dis- 
| cussion on the state of lawlessness now 
existing in the South and West of 
Treland, necessitating an increased charge 
of £72,000 a vear for extra police, the 
questions of cattle-driving, boycotting, 


firing outrages, and other forms of 
intimidation, 
THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 


LORD or tHE TREASURY (Mr, 
AsquitH, Fifeshire, E.): The Govern- 
ment do not intend to give anv further 
opportunity for the Trish 
afiairs other than what may be aftiorded 
on the Second Reading of the Approprie- 
tion Bill. 


discussion of 


TRISH 
Order for 


UNIVERSITIES BILL. 
Third Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read the third 
time.” 


Mr. GORDON (Londonderry, 8.) 
moved that the Bill be read a 
third time that day three months. He 
said he was not at ali forgetful of the way 
in which the Bill had been received by 
the House, nor was he at all under- 
estimating the opposition which his 
Motion was likely to receive. He was 
as deeply interested in the welfare of 
Ireland as any Member of that House, 
and he honestly and earnestly believed 
that the Bill would be injurious to the 
true welfare and prosperity of Ireland. 
He felt, therefore, that it was his duty 
at every legitimate opportunity, and 
by every legitimate means, to endeavour 

| to prevent its becoming law. He recog- 
nised the necessity for some improvement 
in University education in Ireland, but 
| there was something that might be worse 
\than to leave it even in its present 
|condition. He thought this Bill would 
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make matters worse. It ignored 
many important matters which the 


Legislature ought to bear in mind 
in dealing with such a question. He 
believed that every man who was really 
interested in the welfare of Ireland 
must realise that of all the parts of His 
Majesty's Dominions, it was the place in 
which dissensions and disagreements 
were accentuated, not alone in 
political matters, but that there was a vital 
difference of opinion in reference to the 
relations of that country to the Empire, 
and, above all, keenly accentuated racial 
andreligious differences. Wise legislation 
should have for its object the getting 
rid, as far as possible, of all those differ- 
ences Which in any way interfered with 
the material prosperity of the country, 
aud, nothing should be done either te 
accentuate or to perpetuate them. It was 
of great importance that the young men 
of the country should be brought 
together as early as possible, and to 
respect and tolerate each others’ differing 
views. How could they teach them 
those principles of toleration and mutual 
respect if from the very start in life they 
showed them that there was something 
«0 different between the different people 
it Ireland that they could not even 
receive their instruction in the same 
class-rooms ? He thought that that was 
deplorable, and it was a very serious 
step for anyone to take in con- 
nection with Ireland to create three 
purely denominational institutions in 
Ireland. There could be no doubt about 
it One body in Ireland, who had 
asked for one of these Universities, had 
always sought a denominational Univer- 
sity, a purely Roman Catholic University, 
under Roman Catholic control. The 
other two Universities, once that was 
established, would be powerless to pre- 
serve their non-sectarian character. How 
could they do it if they created a Univer- 
sity which would take all the youth of 
the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland 2 
ould there be anything more calculated 
to perpetuate and accentuate the religious 
and other differences which existed 
between the different sections of His 
Majesty’s subjects in Ireland? He de- 
plored it. Gentlemen in that House 
might think that was a narrow-minded, 
bigoted view, held by a few Unionist 
Members, but he unhesitatingly dis- 


most 
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claimed that, and he did not think that 
the people who knew him would describe 
him as a narrow-minded bigot or as 
unwilling to treat fairly his fellow- 
countrymen. He had the advantage of 
being educated in a college where most 
of the students were Roman Catholics; 
he was educated in Galway, where a large 
body—the majority—were Roman Catho- 
lies, and they lived a pleasant and a 
happy life there. No questions were 
raised as to differences of religious 
opinion, or which could be regarded as 
being unfair to any one denomination. 
But was that what this Bill 
going to do? (Queen’s College 
one of the constituent colleges of the 
old Queen’s University; it was un- 
denominational and non-sectarian in 


was 
was 


foundation. It was a place where no 
tests existed, and where no questions 
were asked of any student or pro- 
fessor as to his religious views. 
It was at first accepted by the 
hierarchy of the Roman Catholic 


Church, but after a little while it was 
rejected and banned by them. And 
why 2? Because it was undenominational 
and non-sectarian, and because they 
could not have that control which they 
had always asserted they were entitled 
to in all matters connected with educa- 


tion. Why did they accept this Bill ? 
They were accepting it because they 
knew, and every man of common- 
sense knew, that it was in truth 
and in fact what they wanted to 
have when they rejected the Queen’s 


University—a purely denominational and 
sectarian University under ecclesiastical 
dogmas and control. Let men use their 
common-sense and draw inferences from 
facts. No man would venture to say 
that the Queen’s University was not 
purely undenominational and a 
sound teaching University, which also 
provided what a good many Noncon- 
formists in this country were so anxious 
about. It provided that each religious 
body should have its own dean of 
residence at its own expense if it wished. 
Why was this Bill accepted and that 
banned ? Those who were loud in their 
denunciations of denominationalism in 
England were forcing upon Ireland and 
the Irish people the most denomina- 
tional system of University education that 
existed in the world, and they were doing 


good 
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it at the public expense. Let them face 
the issue. They were voting public 
money to create a University which was 
purely denominational and under eccle- 
siastical control. He thought that, apart 
from the inferences they could draw 
from the history of education in Ireland, 
they could see from the Bill itself that it 
was denominational and intended to be 
so. It provided for the inclusion of the 
students of a purely theological seminary. 
He thought the right hon. Gentleman was 
wise in creating a good teaching Uni- 
versity, although it might inflict some 
hardships perhaps on some of the extern 
students, but what was he also doing ? 
Let them remember that they were voting 
£10,000 a year of public money to 
endow a University. The Bill provided 
directly or indirectly, speaking of the 
University of Dublin, for the bringing in of 
the students of a theological seminary 
over which the University had no control 
whatever, which was purely denomina- 
‘ional, and they were giving those 
students the same advantages, the same 
rights, and the same privileges in their 
teaching and undenominational Univer- 
sity that the students in each of the con- 
stituent colleges would enjoy. That was 
to sav, that to the extent of £10,000 a 
vear, given to the University directly for 
University purposes, they were endowing 
the theological college at Maynooth, 
which had already received between 
£300,000 and £400,000 of public money. 
The right hon. Gentleman said yesterday 
almost in terms: “If you pass the 
Amendment before the House providing 
that the students in that theological 
seminary who wish to graduate in the 
new University should at least attend 
two sessions in one of the constituent 
colleges, it would wreck the Bill.” 
That was to say that from the first, and 
he knew it, the vital question in the Bill 
was that this theological seminary should 
have all the benefits which they were 
asked to give to a purely undenomina- 
‘tional University to be created in Ireland. 
He did not see what answer there was to 
that. If that was a vital question in the 
Bill, the right hon. Gentleman knew it. 
Let them remove all these disguises and 
look at the naked facts. How could the 
right hon. Gentleman get out of it, that 
the £10,000 a vear for the Dublin Univer- 
sity was to be at the disposal of students 


Mr. Gordon. 


educated in this theological seminary jn 
the same way that it would be at the 
disposal of students educated in the 
constituent colleges, but that there wa. 
no control over them ? What was more 
as the Bill now stood, the new college to 
be erected in Dublin was to be built ou: 
of public money, £150,000 being the sum. 
Lecture rooms would come _ jnto 
existence out of public money, and 
the right hon. Gentleman had put in a 
provision that this new college would 
have its cless-rooms used for the 
purposes of theological education. 
If they wanted to have the power o: 
granting a theological degree by the 
teaching of theology, it would be done 
at the mere expense, so far as those who 
wanted it were concerned, of the payment 
of the salary of the professor, who would 
have his buildings, his class rooms, and 
his annual expenditure all coming from 
the public purse, except the mere salary, 
which might not be a large one. That 
was a nice state of affairs for an institu- 
tion which was regarded as being w- 
denominational. His point was that 
it was not at all what some right hon. 
Gentlemen opposite thought. He was 
dealing with what was presented in that 
House as an wndenominational Un- 
versity, and whv should they not have it 
put straight and clear’ The next point 
was with regard to what had occurred 
yesterday, about which, to those who 
knew the facts, there was something 
reilly ludicrous. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had put into the Bill a provisio 
enabling chapels to be erected insid 
the grounds of these colleges. As he 
understood, a deputation of Member 
of that House, who apparently were 
cetting a little bit alarmed, waited o1 
the right hon. Gentleman, and wanted 
him to consider this matter. And ther 
the Chief Secretary, with a show 0 
reluctance, agreed, as a great concession. 
to strike out the provision about erecting 
chapels and places of worship inside 
the college grounds. What were the 
facts? Really the right hon. Gentleman 
had been long enough in Dublin to 
know the locality of this particular 
college; he must know that adjoining 
the present Catholic University college— 
that was its full name—was the University 
Chapel, which was one of the best known 
Roman Catholic chapels in Dublin. If 
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it was not absolutely adjoining, it was 
also in the closest proximity to the new 
buildings of the Royal University. 
(NatronaList Cries of “‘ Oh,” and Mryts- 
TERIAL laughter. | He understood his 
hon. friends from Ireland perhaps a 
little better than most Menrbers of that 
House. There was no one appreciated, 
as he had to appreciate, when he met 
him as an antagonist, the great readiness 
of his hon. and learned friend the Member 
for North Louth in turning away attention 
from anv particular point. But the 
point here was not the question of these 
places of worship being where they were. 
He thought it was quite right to have 
them near the colleges. Who could for 
one moment quarrel with that? The 
point was that the right hon. Gentleman 
knew that the chapel was practically part 
of the new college, when he made this 
concession. That was the true state of 
affairs. In every of the Bill, 
in the statement on the Second Reading, 
in the statements made in Committee, 
and in the farcical dealing with Amend- 
ments on the Paper, in every way possible 
it had been sought to impress upon them 
that this 


stage 


measure was unsectarian and 
undenominational, and that it was abso- 
lutely from control, 
of which no one would be so willing to 


free ecclesiastical 
removed as the 
right hon. Gentleman the Chief Secretary. 
Surely, hon. Members who sat on the 
other side of the House, even at that last 
hour, would recognise the situation they 
were bringing about, in view of the 
position they occupied when they were 


semblance 


see every 


dealing with education in England. 
They should remember, when they 
were helping to create a denominational 
University for Ireland, how in this 


country they poured the vials of their 
wrath against people who were the real 
of the schools having anvthing 
todo with their management and control. 
He was opposed to this Bill in principle 
for the He did 
not want to be misunderstood. He 
hoped he Was a loval enough son of 
Ireland to wish that if the Bill did become 
law his fears about it might turn out to 
be eroundless, and thet the right hon. 
Gentleman and these who were helping 
the Bill would be able to 
had conferred the benefits 
they who were on the other side 


wners 


reasons he had given. 


him to pass 
say that it 


whit h 
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of the House honestly believed that it 
would confer. But he implored them to 
say first, whether it was a wise, right, 
or proper thing to perpetuate those 
differences which unhappily existed in 
Ireland. Although he was met some- 
times with jeers by friends from Ireland 
—he did not think that he was jeered 
outside—he would say honestly, that 
Presbyterian as he was he was as much 
opposed, as he had frequently stated 
in that House, to the establishment of a 
Presbyterian University as he was to the 
establishment of a Roman Catholi 
University in Ireland. To his mind the 
same principle applied to both, and to 
all denominational Universities estab- 
lished or sought to be established. He 
thought that they were going on wrong 
lines and on wrong principles, lines and 
principles which made for the perpetua- 
tion of dissensions and differences, and 
were at the same time a retrograde step 
in University education. 


*Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) in 
seconding the Amendment, said his hon. 
and learned friend had referred to the 
fact that thev were regarded as a narrow 
and bigoted section from the North of 
Ireland, but he thought it well to remind 
the House how far that was from being 
He desired to quote the utter- 
ance of one who in the campaign of the 
last general election was the militant 
high priest of the Radical Party, now 
responsible for this Bill. He referred to 
Dr. John Chliford, who m a 
delivered in London said— 


correct, 


speech 


“When he turned over the pages of past 
history, he read some very sinister interventions 
in human affairs on the part of the Church. 
To-day in connection with the [rish Universities 

sill, it was said the Bill could not pass if the 
Pope of Rome objected. For himself, he hoped 
the Pope would object, as he could not help 
regarding the Irish Universities Bill as 
betrayal of Liberal principles, and with all the 
strength of his nature he was bound to protest 
against it.” 


He thought that that was an English 
opinion which was still of some value, 
though apparently the Party opposite 
did not hold it in such high consideration 
2s they held the opinions of Dr. Clifford 
in the months preceding the last venera! 
election. The words he had read con- 
firmed the views the Ulster Members 
had expressed on this Bill. [An Hoy. 
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MemsBer: Dr. Clifford was not speaking 
of this Bill.] It was exactly this Bill 
that Dr. Clifford was referring to, 


{COMMONS} 


and the speech in which Dr. Clifford | 
made the reference he had quoted was | 


delivered recently. 
Scotland, an important 
called the Scottish Reformation Society, 
at a meeting they held recently, had 
dealt with this Bill, stating their ob- 
jections in a series of Resolutions, with 
whic’ he entirely agreed. They opposed 
this Bill— 


““(1) Because che university in 
Belfast is not desired by those for whom it is 
specially intended, while large numbers of the 
enlightened Roman Catholic laity are strongly 
opposed, in the interests of education itself, to 
the setting up of a new Roman Catholic Univer- 
,Sity in Dublin. (2) Because the proposed 
measure would establish an extensive scheme of 
concurrent endowment ina very aggravated and 
objectionable form, wholly at variance with the 
spirit and purpose of former legislative enact- 
ments in the matter of Irish education. (3) 
Because the proposed constitution of the new 
university in Dublin is such that it would 
speedily brought entirely under the control of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, so that it will in 
reality mean a further huge endowment to 
oman Catholicism at the public expense, 
(4) Because the manifest and main design of the 
Billis to satisfy the demands of the Irish Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, and, experience 
shown, these demands involve 
which the Government of this Protestant country 
is bound, on principle, to resist in the interests 
of civil and religious liberty.” 


proposed 


has 


as 


conces sions 


He was bound to admit that their argu- | 
ments in opposition to this measure had 
been somewhat handicapped by the fact 
that the Chief Secretary had secured in 
advance approval of the Bill by a certain 
section of the great city of Belfast. They 
knew something of the methods by which 
that approval in advance was secured ; 
but they held firmly to the opinion that 
that approval was confined to certain 
academic circles, and that the great 
body of the people in the North of Ireland 
were as bitterly opposed to the Billand all 
that was being done under cover of the 
Bill as they were to all previous attempts 
to endow a Roman Catholic University in 
Ireland. They admitted that they were 
handicapped . by the approval of the 
authorities of Queen’s College in Belfast 
They 
were sorry to have to say—they had said 
it before and they would have to say it | 
that approval had 


having been secured in advance. 


again—that been 


Mr. Barrie. 


If they turned to| 
public body | 


‘camps being set up in Ireland. 
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gained by a lavish expenditure of public 


624 


money. Ifthe object in view was to be 


| attained by a process of bribing the 


different authorities and institutions jy 
Ireland, then the bribe to the city of 
Belfast under this measure was a very 
poor one indeed. Under the Bill, not. 
withstanding that the declared policy 
of the Government was against ll 
endowments of religion, the Romish 
Church got a  sum_ which capital- 
ised meant at least £1,500.000 of 
public money. The total that went 
to Belfast was something like £18,000 
per annum, as against a grant of 
£20,000 for the city of Cork alone. 
Not only was a Roman Catholic Univer. 
sity secured in Dublin, but the Bill was 
so framed that in the course of a few 
vears institutions which had a 
paratively free atmosphere at the present 
moment would 
Queen’s Colleges in Cork and Galway 
would be Romanised. and there would 
be a denominational University at Bel- 
fast for which they had not asked and 
for which no important body of people 
in Belfast were ever likely to ask. He 
entirely himself with his 
colleague as regarded the Belfast Uni- 
versity. It would, undoubtedly, be a 
Presbyterian Universitv just in the 
same way as Trinity College, Dublin, 
would be more and more in the future 
University for the sons of families belong: 
ing to the Church of Ireland. The 
policy of the Irish Presbyterians, like 
the policv of the vast majoritv of the 
people of England. had always been and 
would always be the policy of the open 
They resented most strongly the 
prospect of three hostile educational 
That 
was what was being done under the 
Bill. The Irish Unionists considered it 
was a retrograde Bill, utterly at varianec 
with the professed principles of the 
Liberal Party, and he could only regret 
that their numbers were few that 
their opposition had been so wnsatis- 


com- 


also be Romanised, 


associated 


door. 


sO 


factory in its results so far as weakening 
the more pernicious proposals of the Bill 
were concerned, 


Amendment proposed— 

“To leave out the word ‘now,’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘ upon 
this day three months.’” —(Ur. Gordon.) 
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Question proposed, “That the word | 
‘now’ stand part of the Question.’ ” 


| 


| 
Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) | 
said he did not rise for the purpose of | 
entering into any argument as to the | 
merits or demerits of the Bill. The | 
time for argument had passed and the | 
House as a Whole, he assumed, had 
made up its mind that the Bill should 
pass law. He did not feel the 
slightest inclination to speak bitterly 
about the opposition of hon. Gentlemen 
above the gangway. It would be most 
ungrateful if he did because he recognised 
that all through the various stages of 


into 


the Bill they had done a great service To 

the promoters of the Bill. He regarded | 
this as a very great measure. It was} 
a measure which had its blots from 
their point of view, and if they had been 
called upon to draft the measure them- 
selves. probably it would have been 
diferent in some important respects. 
It was one of the great blots on the Bill 
against which they protested and against 
which he must enter his protest again, 
that sufficient provision was not made 
for the creation of residential quarters so 
as to make sure that they would have a 
residential University. That blot was a 
serious one, but he did not regard it as a 
permanent disqualification of the Unie 
versity, because he felt certain that in 
the future other Governments would be 
willing whenthe scheme proved that it was 
going to be a success to come forward 
ind to set an example to private philan- 
thropists and educationists in providing 
sufficient funds to enable residential 
quarters to be built. But looking to 
the Bill as a whole he could not help 
regarding it as a very great measure 
indeed. It was thirty-five years since a 
British Government proposed seriously 
to deal with the question, and during 
those past years they had been waiting 
and working and hoping for some such 
measure as this. All during those years 
the young men of Ireland had been 
going out into the world without the 
advantage of a University education, 
aud their nation, therefore, all this time 
had been handicapped in its competition 
with other nations and their people 
had been handicapped in every walk | 
of life. Although the Bill might a 
be in all its particulars pleasing to the 
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feelings of other Members in various 
parts of the House he would impress upon 
them the consideration that it would 
be indeed a serious responsibility for 
any man to take to do anything or to 
say anything which would deprive Ire- 
land of this great boon. If she was 
deprived of it now, Heaven only knew 


| when the opportunity would occur again, 


and therefore he desired to acknowledge 


|—and he was sure that in saving this 


he was speaking the sentiments of his 
colleagues—most truly and most grate- 
fully the action of those Members in 
various parts of the House, very many 
of them on the opposite side, who had 
put aside their own strong predilections 
rather than see this great opportunity 
lost for Ireland. He was bound to 
sav that taking the treatment of this 
Bill as a whole by the House there had 
been exhibited not only a friendliness 


to Ireland but a toleration which 
was eminently creditable to every 
section in the House, which he 
could assure the House would not 
be forgotten by the people of Ireland, 
and which would have its effect 
in Ireland in promoting toleration 


and good feeling between different creeds 
in the country. It would also be unjust 


}and ungrateful if he did not express 


their feeling of gratitude to the right 


|hon. Gentleman the Chief Secretary. 
There was nothing that the frish 
people respected more than courage, 


and the right hon. Gentleman’s attitude 
with reference to this question from the 
very moment that he went to Ireland 
had been characterised by the highest 
courage. He remembered last vear when 
ina public speech in Ireland he deciared 
that he considered this, after the want 
of Home Rule, really the greatest of 
all Irish grievances, and that although 
he was precluded from dealing with 
Home Rule he was not precluded from 
dealing with University education, that 
he would deal with it, and that if he 
did not succeed in settling it he would 
no longer remain Chief Secretary. That 
was a very unusual declaration to make, 
and it was a very courageous one, because 
he was speaking about the most thorny 
and difficult of all Irish problems, of 
that problem on which there was most 
difference of opinion amongst different 
classes of people in Ireland. He indeed 
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then took his courage in both hands and 
risked everything upon the course 
he was going to take. He congratu- 
lated the right hon. Gentleman on 
the result of his courage. The 
appeal that he then made to Ire- 


Jand was responded to in every quar- 
ter. He had not satisfied Gentlemen 
representing a certain part of Ireland 
who sat above the gangway, but with 
the exception of them, and those whom 
they represented, he had __ prac- 
tically satisfied public opinion—Catholic, 
Protestant, Presbyterian—all over the 
country. That was a great achieve- 
ment, and if the right hon. Gentle- 
man never did anything else for 
Ireland, if he never did anything else 
as a legislator in that House—he 
hoped Fate would reserve for him to do 
many great things for Ireland, and 
that there might be many legislative 
achievements before him—his name would 
go down to posterity as a man who had 
conferred upon a long-suffering and 


patient people one of the greatest benefits , 


that human power and wisdom could 
confer by opening to them the gates of 
higher education and giving them the 
opportunity of competing in the battle of 
life. That would not be forgotten of the 
right hon. Gentleman. He and _ the 
Nationalist Members might have differ- 
ences. No one could forecast the future. 
They might even have sharp differences 
and, as had happened so _— often 
before, even with friendly Liberal states- 
men, be driven into an attitude of con- 
flict with him. He hoped not, but 
whether they were or not, nothing could 
deprive him of the sense of gratitude 
that they felt to him for his courage in 
this matter, and, therefore, he thought 
he was justified in saving in the name of 
his colleagues that they would not forget 
to him the service that he had rendered 
to Ireland. All he had further to say 
was to express the fervent hope and 
praver that this great measure might 
result in complete success in working. 
When measures were passing through 
that House critics always foretold their 
failure in this and that respect. Those 
prophecies of evil he was convinced 
would be falsified by the working of 
this institution. He believed it would be 
worked in a spirit of toleration and of 


good fellowship between the different 


Mr. Joh nh Re dmond, 
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classes of people in Ireland. He believed 
it would create once more in Irish 
history a great central seat of learning, 
The history of Ireland was remarkable in 
nothing more than in that portion of jt 
which dealt with the question of educa- 
tion and learning. Ireland in the old 
days was one of the centres of learning 
for the whole of Europe, and when the 
bad times came and educational insti- 
tutions were struck down, when it was 
made even a penal offence to educate 
the youth of Ireland, all through that 
period the love of learning of the Irish 
people made itself manifest, as those who 
had read the history of the poor scholars 
at the hedge schools would realise. The 
love of learning was still there, and he 
was convinced that when this great in- 
stitution was established and was in full 
working order the love of learning would 
spring up as brightly in !reland as ever it 
did before, and he looked forward to the 
future when this institution created by 
the right hon. Gentleman would become, 
not only an honour to Ireland, but one 
of the greatest educational establishments 
in Europe. 


*Sir GEORGE WHITE (Norfolk, N.W,) 
said he had not opposed the Second 
Reading of the Bill, and he could not 
oppose the Third Reading, but he de- 
sired to point out the position which 
many Nonconformists had occupied in 
regard to this measure and to enter a 
final word of protest against one or two 
of its provisions. Of course they had 
had to listen to a considerable amount 
of banter from hon. Members opposite 
because they had not made a more deter- 
mined opposition to a measure for the 
creation of a so-called Roman Catholic 
University. He thought some of the argu- 
ments and statements that had been used 
were justified from their point of view, and 
he ‘ound some difficulty in answering them. 
But he would ask the House, and every 
hon. Member opposite, who might fitly 
use this opportunity for chiding them, to 
consider the position in which the great 
body of Nonconformists were situated in 
regard to this Bill. There was no section 
of the House who took a deeper interest 
in higher education than the Noncon- 
formist and who would do more to further 
the interests of higher education in Eng- 
land or in Ireland. Then also they as a 
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body were in favour of Home Rule, and | 
a great body of them had been quite 
willing to let this question be dealt with 
bv a Home Rule Parliament in Ireland. 
Therefore they had to regard the question 
from these two points of view. He | 
profoundly believed that an educated 
priesthood would be a great deal better 
for Ireland than an ignorant priesthood. 
He had an equal belief in an educated 
laity taking a more intelligent part in a 
body like this and its government than 
an uneducated laity. Therefore from 
these two points of view they were bound 
to look very kindly upon any efforts 
made to settle a question which had 
been unsettled for so many 
during which the educational interests 
of Ireland had been sadly neglected. 
These were principles which had served 
to make the Nonconformist party in 
the House less disposed to argue about 
first principles than they otherwise would 
have been. They had endeavoured to 
do something to amend the Bill. In 
the first instance they accepted the Bill 
on its own professions as being an un- 
denominational measure, and so far as the 
clauses which referred to this side of the 
question were concerned they were very 
distinct, and apart from collateral con- 
siderations they regarded the Bill as un- 
donominational. He had supported the 
Second Reading of the Bill desiring and 
hoping to make some changes which 
would have safeguarded its professed 
undenominational character. Very few 
of those changes had been accepted 
heyond one or two which were perhaps 
not altogether without sentiment and 
which prebably would not have any very 
important relation to the issue. He 
did not intend to go into any details, 
but he did not agree that the objection | 
to the erection of «a chapel in the 
University precincts was merely one 
of sentiment, because they felt that 
Whether it was a Roman Catholic or | 
any other chapel which faced the student 
when he entered the University the 
effect would be to give it more or less a 
stamp of denominationalism in accord-¢ 
ance with the religion represented by 
the chapel. Therefore it was not 
altogether a matter of sentiment. He 
knew that it had been said on this point 
that it would be difficult to erect a | 
University anywhere without having 
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some place of worship close to it, but 


| notwithstanding that they felt that the 


erection of this particular chapel was a 
Their only 
desire was to help to preserve the un- 
denominational character of the Univer- 
sity, and they thought the ereetion of 
the chapel was a step in the other 
He was bound to say 
that the concession made by the Chiet 
Secretary for Ireland was of some value 
from this point of view. Having made 
these efforts to amend the Bill in certain 
directions the Nonconformists were not 
p‘epared as a body to take the responsi- 


vility of endeavouring to wreck the 
measure. Moreover, on the part of 


some of them a strong sentiment came 
in because they regarded this as a 
great effort on the part of the Chief 
Secretary, and one upon which he had 
set his heart. Even from that point of 
view many of them felt that if they 
could help to frame the Bill and amend 
it in certain respects they would like 
to save the measure and let the right 
hon. Gentleman have the credit, because 
it certainly would be to the credit of any 


| Statesman to have established a University 


in Ireland into which the great bulk 
of the youth of Ireland were able to 
obtain entrance. Such a University would 
be a standing monument to the state;- 
manship of the Member of the Govern- 
ment who had been able to carry it 
through. Therefore, it was partly senti- 
ment which had led them to look as 
kindly as possible upon this great effort 
of the Chief Secretary. The chief fault 
he had to find with the right hon. Gentle- 
man was that he had shown too consistent 
a determination to satisfy the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. The right hon. 
Gentleman felt that unless he did so the 
University would be practically useless. 
While appreciating that motive, he 
thought he might have paid somewhat 
greater regard to the convictions of many 
Members who sat on the Ministerial 
benches, and not have yielded so much 
to this dominating class. The Nationalists 
were not unwilling to fight the clerical 
element in politics, and he believed the 
time would come—indeed, a great number 
of the Irish laity already recognised the 
fact—when they would find it necessary 
to fight the clerical element in education. 
The Nonconformists had made some 


Z 
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attempt to help them in that House ; 
but they must now leave the matter to be 
fought out in Ireland. There would 
undoubtedly be a struggle, if the Uni- 
versity was to be kept on the lines which 
it was intended to follow. Noncon- 
formists would watch that struggle 
with some doubts, but with a great 
many more hopes. They hoped thai 
the two new Universities to be established 
would conduce to the advancement of that 
higher education which alone would do 
for Ireland what they all desired should 
be done, and would set her free on the 
path ef progress, a path which she had 
not had the opportunity of pursuing for 
a great many years. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of 
London): The hon. Gentleman who 
has just sat down expressed some mis- 
giving that we on this side of the House 
should taunt him and his friends with 
a certain inconsistency of behaviour 
which even the most careless observer 
would hardly fail to see in their com- 
parative treatment of Irish and English 
education where religion is concerned. 
I do not mean to taunt the hon. Gentle- 
man or any of his friends at the present 
moment. The only thought in my 
mind when I heard his speech was that 
if this Bill, or anything at all comparable 
to this Bill, had been passed by a Unionist 
Government his speech on the Third 
Reading would have been of a different 
character. 


Sir GEORGE 
circumstances 
different. 


WHITE : 


would have 


I think the 


been very 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: 
stances would have been 
regards Ireland ? 


id hl e 
Che circum- 
different as 


Sir GEORGE WHITE: The relative 
position of the two countries. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Treland would 
have been, under a Unionist Govern: 
ment, an island lying to the west of Eng- 
land, with a majority of Roman Catholics 
who have very little practical oppor- 
tunity of obtaming University educa- 
tion. I fail to see how the educational 
problem is dijierent when dealt with 


by a distinguished member of a Radical | 


sir George White. 
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Administration from what it would have 
been if dealt with by a member of a 
Unionist Government. The problem as 
regards Ireland would have been the 
same; the only difference would have 
been in the attitude of the hon. Gentle- 
man and his friends. It is largely owing 
to that ditference, I think, that the credit 
of dealing with this question has fallen 
to the right hon. Gentleman, when under 
other circumstances it might have fallen 
to others. I congratulate the right 
hon. Gentleman, as I think he deserves 
congratulated. I have always 
been a supporter of a really serious 
attempt to give that form of higher 
University education in Ireland which 
can alone, as I think, satisfy the majority 
of those in Ireland who at present have 
ho practical opportunity of obtaining 
that higher education. I am glad to 
think that the particular solution adopted 
by the Chief Secretary is in its main out- 
line of a character that I have always 
hoped to see passed. I have always 
hoped to see a scheme which would, in 
the first place, give three Universities 
to Ireland, I have always believed 
that, of the many suggested solutions of 
this problem, that solution was the right 
one, and T am glad it has been adopted 
by the Government. I am glad that 
Belfast is to have a University; that 
Trinity College is untouched ; and that 
there is to be another University, which 
will, I hope, have in time a great academic 
tradition behind it. The Government 
have clearly expressed their preference 
for a residential form of University as 
against an examining University. Their 
wishes and theories have not been wholly 
supported by their practice, but I shall 
have a word to say on that directly. At 
all events, they have clearly expressed 
their idea, and it has been accepted by 
hon. Gentlemen below the gangway. 
Their idea is that higher education in Ire- 
land should in future be carried on in the 
main as it is carried on in England and 
Scotland, in Germany, and in America— 
by a residential rather than an examining 
organisation. I suppose I could hardly 
allow this Third Reading to go by without 
expressing some of the misgivings which 
portions of this Bill raise in my mind 
I am sure the right hon. Gentleman the 
Chief Secretary will not complain of any 
such course. The hon. Member for 
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fast. Mayo yesterday, in reference to | 
certain controversy then going on be- 
tween the two sides of the House, asked 
ys to define the word “ undenomina- 
tional,” and I think it was a very reason- 
able request. The truth is that in this 
case, aS in every case where there is a 
dispute about the meaning, words are 
used, and legitimately used, in quite 
diferent senses, and it is the confusion 
between those varying senses which 
produces all the cross-arguments and 
nisunderstandings between controver- 
iialists on the two sides. In one sense the | 
Bill, as distinguished from the Charter, 
is undoubtedly undenominational—that 
is to say, it plainly follows certain well- 
known and well-understood principles 
of legislation. There are all sorts of | 
provisions laid down in Clause 3, T think | 
it is, which broadly and clearly express 
the undenominational character of the 
Bil from the technical and legislative 
standpoint. There is another view, how- | 
ever, in which this Bill is, and in my 
opinion ought to be, denominational. 
It is intended to meet the needs of 
denominations, and to see that it is in- 
tended and framed for that purpose, and 
that it is‘denominational in that sense, 
you have only got to ask a plain and 
simple question. If you interchanged 
the governing body which you are giving 
to Belfast by giving it to Dublin, and | 
ifagain you gave to Dublin the 











govern- 


ing body which you are giving to Belfast, 
would you or would you not be altering 


the character of the Bill 2 


making it equally revolting to Belfast 
and to Dublin. You would be altering 
its whole character, and in what respect ? 
You would be making it unsuitable to 
the religious beliefs of the persons whom 
you want the Universities to serve. In 
other words, although Clause 3 carries 
out all the approved legislative and 


formal conditions of an undenomina- 
tional §=Bill, which this Bill is in- 
tended to be, if you look deeper, 


it is, and, in my opinion, ought to 
be, denominational in some wider and 
in some deeper sense. It is intended 
by the constitution of the governing 
body of Dublin to secure that it shall 
be different in the case of Dublin College 
from what it is in the case of the Belfast 
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University, and it is idle to say in these 
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circumstances that your new scheme 
is undenominational in that sense, that 
you are indifferent to denominational 
considerations, or that in each of those 
two places of learning you - hold 
the balance equal between denomina- 
tions. You do nothing of the kind. 
and you do not mean to do anything of 
the kind. T think it will be better on all 
sides to look a little below the mere 
drafting of Clause 3 and consider what 
the Government intend, what those 
below the gangway intend, what I, who 
mean to support the Third Reading, 
intend, and what we ourselves know wiil 
be the effect of the Bill. It is in that 
deeper sense undoubtedly a denomina- 
tional measure. I make no complaint of 
the Bill on that account. I confess, 
however, there is one form in which 
denominational idea has taken 
sill which does ‘give me 


| mean the affiliation arrangements with 


regard to Maynooth. Iam not sure that 
if the right hon. Gentleman had thorough- 
ly explained on the Second Reading 


| exactly what the result of that affilia- 


tion would be, he really would have 
been able to carry with him the great 
bulk of opinion in the House, and if that 
be so, much as I dislike the affiliation 
clauses, so ,anxious am I to see this 
question settled that I can hardly regret 
that the right hon. Gentleman did not 
explain that. I do not say he was 
uncandid. Iam sure he was not, but he 
did not take us quite fully into his con- 
fidence, if indeed he himself at that stage 
of the proceedings thoroughly realised 
the ultimate form this: measure would 
take. The hon. Member for East Mayo 
and other speakers yesterday, when this 
question was discussed, pointed to the 
Charters and the Acts constituting the 
new English Universities, and said: 
“Why do you complain of this provision 
by which Maynooth may be affiliated, 
considering that the provisions in the Bill 
and the Charter which render that 
transaction possible, are textually the 
same as, or in no substantial sense 
different from, the Charters and the Acts 
which constitute the new English Univer- 
sities?” That is a perfectly good, 
sound, technical, legal form of argument, 
but we all know that ‘no English Univer- 
sity would ever think at this moment of 
Z 2 
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affiliating to itself a seminary containing 
a larger body of students than the parent 
University and permitting the students 
in that seminary to have all the advan- 
tages of a University degree, all the 
dignity and privileges arising from being 
members of what is called, though it is 
called by courtesy, a teaching University, 
and at the same time giving them the 
power in the future government of that 
University which is conferred by the 
possession of a degree. No English | 
University would ever think of doing it. | 
It never was necessary to guard against | 
a danger which never existed. Every- 
body knows not only that the danger, if | 
it be a danger, exists in Ireland, but that | 
it is absolutely certain that within a few | 
years, it may be within a few months, | 
Maynooth will be affiliated to the new Uni- | 
versity in Dublin, and that the students | 
of Maynooth will get degrees without 
having to put in one week’s residence at | 
the University, that they will obtain the 
degrees of the University without ever 
having lived there and, having obtained 
degrees, they will have a large controlling | 
influence on the future of that college. 
I do not think that anybody will deny, 
however technically parallel may be the | 
new Charter of this University and the 
Charters recently given in England— 
nobody will deny that, however close that 
parallelism may be, there is a substantial 
and operative difference which is almost 
incalculable. Looking at the reality, and 
not the form, I cannot believe that is 
otherwise than a real danger to the | 
educational future, not for the denomina- 
tional future, in the wide sense which I 
have indicated. I am in favour of de- 
nominationalism in that sense, but I 
cannot conceal from myself that this 
provision does constitute a real danger 
that the new University may actually 
fall under what is called clerical control. 
It must be remembered—and this is no 
criticism, hon. Gentlemen below the 
gangway will believe me, upon the 
ecclesiastical organisation of the Roman 
Catholic Church—that that ecclesiastical 
organisation is quite different from the 
rather looser organisation which exists 
in all Protestant Churches which carry 
with them clerical organisation. We 
heard in the debate yesterday a great 
deal about the conditions in the older 


} 
) 
| 
| 
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Oxford before the Act of 1870. I was 
an undergraduate of Cambridge during 
the three or four years which immediately 
preceded that Act. There were all sorts 
of statutes which made it difficult for 
Nonconformists to have what I regard 
as their fair share of the great educational 
advantages of those Universities, but 
although by statute the Church of 
England had a position of preference and 
pre-eminence there, so far as the students 
were concerned it is ludicrous to talk of 
clerical control in any sense whatever, 
It never existed, at all events, not for 
many years has it existed in either 
Cambridge or Oxford, and the real ad- 
vantage of the great Act of 1870 was not 
to turn a clerically managed University 
into a lay managed University; the 
advantage of that Act was not to alter 
the complexion or character of the 
teaching which an undergraduate re- 
ceived, but that it admitted a much 
larger circle of undergraduates into the 
Universities and allowed Nonconformists 
and persons of a different religion from 
the Church of England, or of no religion 
at all, to obtain the highest ac:demic | 
positions. That was the advantage of 
the Act. I do not think that such a 
thing would be possible under the much 
more elaborate and vigorous co-ordination 
of authorities which obtain in the ecclesi- 
astical system of the Roman Church, It 
never has. Their view has always been 
that their responsibility extends to 
spheres of education which the Protestant 
clergy would never touch, and would 
never desire to interfere in. What is the 
enormous advantage obtained by an 
undergraduate at Cambridge or at Ox- 
ford ? It is not so much the coaching, 
the teeching, and the examining; it is 
the independence and the mutual edvee- 
tion of young men brought together, eb- 
solutely free to say what they like end 
to think what they like, to discuss all 
questions of heaven and earth and under 
the earth, knowing that no superior 
authority will concern themselves in 
what they ere doing. That is the great 
and enormous advantage which existed 
in our older Universities even before they 
were thrown open to all sections and 
which I do not think is likely to exist to 
the same extent in any University which 
is under what is called clerical con- 





English Universities of Cambridge and 
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umber of undergraduates which May- 
nooth turns out every year, that those 
graduates belong to this vigorous and 
highly centralised ecclesiastical organisa- 
tion, that if you are going to give 
them a controlling influence in the 
University, and if you are not going 
to exact from them that modifying 
influence which collision at the most 
malleable period of life with their lay 
fellow-countrymen would give them, I 
think that is a real blot on the new scheme. 


Do not let me be told that, after all, 
the graduates of the new University 
ae only a fraction of the governing 


body. I am sorry of the possibility 
of their being brought under c'erical 
control. In itself I regard it as an 
evil. I have heard it described as a 
lemocratic University. Democratic is 
, word which we all utter with great 
vlf-satisfaction. It either means nothing 
or many things, and it certainly means 
many different things on many different 
occasions. But I do not call a Univer- 
sity democratically governed if it is 
governed by county councils. I regard 
that as the worst possible form of Uni- 
versity government. A University is 
democratically governed when it is 
governed by its own graduates; and 
{ am convinced that what the right 
hon. Gentleman has put, not in his 
Bill, but in his Caarter, cannot perma- 
nently stand. The gveat Universities 
of this country are governed by them- 
elves, and I cannot conceive why this 
University, except in a transitory period, 
isnot to be governed by itself. Autonomy 
is the criterion of academic freedom, 
and autonomy is the last thing you 
are giving by this Bill. I do not wish 
to argue in detail the question of this 
intervention of the county councils. 
May I say, however, that the University 
of which I have the honour to be Chan- 
cellor—the University of Edinburgh— 
is probably historically and by traditions 
nore closely connected with the town 
of which it is one of the ornaments than 
can ever be the case with a new Uni- 
versity started in these days. In former 


times the town council of Edinburgh 
had an immense position of influence 
in the selection of professors and in 
other matters connected with the govern- 
ment of the University. 


But the whole 
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tendency of reform in Edinburgh has 
been to diminish the effective control 
of the city over the University. I think 


it is now represented ex officio by the 
Lord Provost for the time being on the 
governing body. Has that had the 
effect of dividing the interests of the 


University from those of the city? Not 
in the least. Every successive body 


of governors in Edinburgh have felt 
equally a patriotic interest in their 
University, and they have been equally 
liberal where they can be. But they 
have been excluded from a function for 
which I venture to say a county council 
as such is unfit, and thtir exclusion has 
not in the least diminished, rather it 
has improved, the harmonious relations 


between the University and the city 
of Edinburgh. I frankly say, therefore, 


that I dislike the hybrid body which 
the right hon. Gentleman has put m 
to govern the new University, to govera 
the University through the colleges. I 
do not like it, and I believe that the 
provision is transitory and provisional ; 
and from that point of view I regard 
it with satisfaction. When a true ideal 
of University government is upheld, 
when a University is really governed 
by its graduates, then your Maynooth, 
important as it is now, would become 
doubly important. If these evils exist 
now, then they would be redoubled 
with every reform which makes your 
new University more autonomous. I 
confess that, compared with this ideal, 
I am absolutely not of the frame of mind 
of the hon. Member opposite who regards 
with satisfaction the prohibition of a 
chapel within the precincts of the new 
University. I cannot conceive why that 
should |e so. In respect of the chapels 
of Oxfoz | »nd Cambridge and of Trinity 
College, Dublin, no one can allege that 
they hurt the conscience of any man 
or do anything in the direction of 
proselytising those who attend. They 
are centres of sentiment which I think 
add an additional charm to the memories 
that have always surrounded our great 
Universities. How anyone who is pre- 
pared to accept the affiliation scheme 
of Maynooth can regard it as a triumph 
of undenominational Protestantism that 
there should not be a chapel, passes 
my comprehension. 
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Sm GEORGE WHITE: I do not ac- 
cept the affiliation college of Mayno: th. 


An HON. MEMBER (on the IrisH 


Benches): That is shocking! 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: TI thought, 
at any rate, that 1 should not be doing 
my duty to the House if I did not make 
this criticism on the Bill, but Ido not wish 
to dwell upon its dangers. It has come 
to pass; and I am going to support the 
Third Reading. That being so, I should 
wish to dwell in a more cheerful key 
than I have couched the inevitable 
criticisms which’ I felt compelled in 
honesty to pass on one of the provisions 
of the Bill. The right hon. Gentleman, 
1 think, would have a perfect right to 
vet up and say tome: “ Well, you have 
passed your criticisms on this Bill; you 
have always been in favour of higher 
education in Ireland; you have not 
passed it, but I have. It is very easy 
for you to criticise a Bill which is new, 
and as to which I have found the difli- 
culties to be almost insuperable; you 
must not complain of me because I have 
been obliged to make some concession to 
forces which in this practical world of 


ours had to be dealt with if the Bill was | 


to pass at all.” If the right hon. 
man chooses to make that criticism, I 
think it is a perfectly fair one. I do 
not think, however, 
myself to the Maynooth clause. The 
right hon. Gentleman has undoubtedly 
had immense difficulties to contend 
with, difficulties, indeed, which his pre- 
decessors found to be immense; and if 
that be so, then I am ready to accept his 
work as being what it is—a great and 
courageous effort. In dealing with what 
{ individually have long considered to 
~ a erying scandal of Irish education, 
it certainly does not beseem me to take 
up a superior and critical attitude towards 
the statesman who has himself fought the 
fight and brought it more or less to a 
termination. But let me add this. I 
think that there are dangers to the true 
interests of higher education deeply 
embedded in this Bill; but if the laity 
of Ireland—by which I mean the general 


public opinion increasing among Irish 
foman Catholics—share, as I think 
they will probably share, my views, I 


helhieve that they 


will be able either to 
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work this Bill effectively as it stands or to 
get itchanged. We have seen in our own 
time the efforts of the educated Roman 
Catholic laity, with no disloyalty to 
the Church of which they are members, to 
obtain in this country and in America 
the most absolute freedom of U hiversity 
training quite apart from any ecclesias- 
tical traditions which may stand in the 
way of that wider University culture, 
I believe that in this country among 

g 
the lay division at Oxford, large numbers 
of Roman Catholies attend a hostel unde: 
the members of their own fold. . But 
I believe also that in America even that 
limitation is absolutely ignored, - and 
ignored with the consent of the Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastics in high — places 
there. That is because, I believe, the 
American Roman Catholics, 
fectly loyal to their Church, insist on 
this absolute freedom for obtaining 
higher education, and in the same way 
the Irish lay Catholics could insist upon 
obtaining the same privileges without 
any breach or chance of friction with 
their Church, and with the full consent 
of the ecclesiastics of their own country. 
| But it rests with the laity of Ireland, and 
| all of us must hope, and many must 
| believe—and I am sanguine mysel{—that 
| the movement of public thought all over 
the world is in the direction of free Uni- 
versity training irrespective of ecclesiasti- 
cal control of whatever kind and whatever 
complexion. If, and as, that condition 
| grows in strength and extends its bene- 
| ficent influence to Ireland, then what- 
|ever the particular provisions of this 
| Bill, I am confident that the scund end 
j}educated lay public opinion in Ireland 
| will take advanta ge of all that is good 
/in this measure ond will take cere that 
everything of evil, if anything of evil 
there be, will be remedied in practice 
by your legislation. I shall support 
{the right hon. Gentleman. 


while per- 





| THE CHIEF SECRETARY ros 

IR 7 AND (Mr. Brreret, Bristol, N.) 
hi ever had any desire to be 
ai sagreeable to the right hon. Gentle- 
| mi in—and sometimes one has a desire 
i to be disagreeable- the speech he 
ihas just made has completely dis- 


armed me. I think that we are all now 
pleased et having reached this pleasant 
| period of our labours, and spezking om 
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adav usually unsoiled by political work 

I think that as far as I am concerned 
the least said the soonest mended. 
The right hon. Gentleman is a master 
of analysis, and he approached the ques- 
tion of whether this was a denomina- 
tional or undenominational University, 
ond I am quite content with what 
he says. I think I could say in one 
of the senses of the word that people 
may assume that this University is 
denominational. It may be assumed, 
but I do not know why. We have 
heard Dr. O’Dwyer’s name mentioned 
a great deal in this debate. The hon. 
Member for the University of Cam- 
bridge quoted him to a very great extent. 
Dr. O'Dwyer is a great man for breaking 
down barriers, and he also is a very 
lively writer. What does he say? My 
hon. friends behind me will hear with 
surprise that he considers that this is a 
Nonconformist University. A Noncon- 
formist University founded on a Bill framed 
by a Nonconformist Chief Secretary in 
combination with, in collusion with, 
vend in constant discussion with, the 
leaders of the Free Churches, and that 
we have palmed off, or are palming off, 
upon the Irish people a rank denomina- 
tional institution of a Nonconformist 
character, full of all the faults of Non- 
conformity, and that we are asking the 
Trish people to accept it. Well, I think 
tata jaundiced view. I put it forward 
to those persons who assert that this is 
® Bill that from first to last aims eat 
giving the Roman Catholie hierarchy 
end the Roman Catholie churches control. 
It is 2 complaint of this eminent ecclesi- 
astic that by the constitution of this 
ill it is not necessary for there ever 
to be any clerical member upon the 
governing body. He says the author 
of the Noneonformist Education Bill of 
1906 is now the author of this Non- 
conformist University measure, and he 
complains bitterly that the clergy have 
heen excluded from what he considers 
their right, in taking any 
ative part or official part in the higher 
elucation of the sons of Ireland. I enly 
mention that as some excuse for myself. 
I think nobody will take Dr. O’Dwyer’s 
view in this House, at all events as to 
the part which I have played in this 
Bill, but they must not tco hastily 
assume that this measure will work cut 


to he 


{25 Jury 1908} 


Universities Bill G49 


rank denom 

not quite agree with the right hon. 
Gentleman opposite that the Bill is 
framed to meet the needs of a denomina- 
tion. It was framed to meet the needs 
of education. It was my great desire 
to obtain access to this University for 
the larger part of the people of Ireland 
who do undoubtedly belong to a par- 
ticular denomination. 


ik & 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I meant to say 
that it was intended to meet the educa- 
tional needs of the members of a 
denomination. 


Mr. BIRRELL : It is intended to meet 
the educational needs of the people of 
Ireland, the large majority of whom 
are members of a particular denomination, 
I gladly hail the frank recognition from 
the right hon. Gentleman that so far as it 
is possible by law we have secured that 
this sheuld for all time be an undenomina- 
tional University in this sense. Suppos 
ing the Protestant clergy had a great 
preaching tour in Ireland (they have not 
been very successful in that in the past) 
in the course of the next few years, and the 
majority of the people in Ireland became 
Protestants and members of a great 
Protestant community, this University 
would require no alteration. Nothing 
need be said or done, it would still remain 
an undenominational Universty. The 
great thing is that the great majority of 
the students who flock to the Universitv 
would possibly in time alter from the 
character they are now likely to have. 
In other words, we are setting up a 
University which protects no one, which 
says that no denomination as such shall 
be protected, which allows free scope 
and free play in the governing body, 
and those who are for the time being the 
vast majority of the graduates and under- 
graduates are not excluded from having 
that proper share in the governing of the 
University which everybody must have 
if the University is to reflect the opinions 
of the majority of the people. Now the 
two things which give the right hon. 
Gentleman cause for anxiety are, in the 
first place,the affiliation proposals. Wher 
1 introduced the Bill I intreduced a Bl 
which mede it perfectly plain that it 
was within the power of the Senate to 
recognisc—affilicticn is the better wore— 
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type, subject to any conditions and limita- 
tions they chose to impose upon them. 
I had very little doubt that Maynooth 
would be affiliated, and I said so in so 
many words, but it was impossible for 
me then as it is now to say what terms the 
Senate may impose upon the affiliation of 
Maynooth. It may for a time impose 
none, and it may after a time if it grows 
stronger impose anything it likes. It 
may require complete residence for the 
whole of three years. It may require 
residence for one, and it may require 
residence for two. That was the position 
I took up when I introduced the Bill, 
and I could not do more than express my 
conviction that the Senate would exercise 
its powers in favour of Maynooth. But 
as to the conditions under which they 
would affiliate Maynooth, they were not 
in my mind at the time. I gave the 
House reasons why I thought it 
would be most undesirable to raise 
this question in the acute form in which 
it was raised by the Amendment yester- 
day. I still say it is undesirable for us 
here under these circumstances to say 
definitely and positively that the Senate 
should not take any power to impose 
what terms it chooses upon Maynooth. It 
would be possible for the Senate at any 
time to impose or change any conditions; 
therefore I think that on the whole 
we did a very wise thing yesterday in 
rejecting the Amendment which was 
moved with so much clearness and force 
of argument by hon. friend behind me. 
The other great objection of the right hon. 
Gentleman was as to the representation 
of the civic authorities on the governing 
body of the colleges. I perhaps ought 
to say that the notion that Maynooth 
students will overwhelm the Senate 
is not quite accurate. These Maynooth 
students will only have the power to elect 
eight members out of a body of thirty- 
five. 
objects to the restrictions and limitations 
of convocation. A nice academic dis- 
tinction is raised here. Many people 


think that the non-residential graduates | 


scattered all over the face of the world 
are not altogether the persons who keep 
themselves most closely in touch with the 
University questions of the day. I am 
rather of opinion, as a Nonconformist 
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to affiliate institutions of a University | suffer much at the University of Cam- 


bridge from the inclusion of those who 
have long since left the University, 
But it is better to leave the position as it 
stands, and after all I rather agree with 
the right hon. Gentleman that a graduate 
of University ought not to be cut of 
more than you can help from some 
influence in the governing body of his 
University. As the Bill stands, these 
Maynooth students will only have the 
opportunity of electing eight gent'emen 
out of thirty-five. Now about a civic 
authorities’ representation on the colleges, 
They are not of course direct representa- 
tives of the University at all, and the 
only way they can come in is upon the 
governing body of the new college at 
Dublin by electing six members, three 
of whom have to be members of the 
Academic Council. Consequently, the 
civic influence is not likely to be very large, 
There would be four from the Queen’s 
College of Cork,of whom two are academic, 
and four from Galway, two of whom 
have to be academic. It is pushing the 
thing far too far to anticipate that on the 
governing bodies of the colleges, these 
six civic gentlemen will have very little 
influence. But the question is as to the 
part they ought to play in the governing 
bodies of the colleges. I agree there isa 
great dealto be said on both sides, and that 
is the reason why I could not accept the 
Amendment moved by the Member for 
Cambridge University, who wanted to 
put into the Bill a modified representa- 
tion. I much prefer to leave the govern- 
ing bodies of the colleges inthe charters, 
where it will be easier to make altera- 
tions if necessary from time to time. 
There is a very strong feeling indeed, 
and I confess I have derived a certain 
amount of pleasure therefrom, particu- 
larly in the localities of Cork and Gal- 
way, that we should enlist the sympathies 


a : : | of the local authorities in what I may call 
The right hon. Gentleman rather | 


the taxable areas of these two new 
colleges, so that no part of the great 
Province of Munster should be lef: out 
of consideration in the working of these 
new colleges, and that is the reason thereis 
such a large proportion of the _ local 
councils in Cork and Galway. If you 
want these colleges to have the least 
foundation in the hearts of the people 
it is escential that you should secure 


and a Liberal, thet on the whole we} |ocal sympathy. For a considerable time 


Mr. Birrell, 
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the colleges must struggle 
adverse fate, and in a country like Ire- 
land full of local feeling—and it follows 
almost to the same extent as_ local 
prejudices—it is most necessary if you 
want these colleges to be successful 
that they should be in sympathy with the 
people, and the people should take some 
share, some lot, in making the fortunes 
of these establishments. That was the 
reason Why we adopted this course — an 
experiment which will be watched in 
Ireland by all academic persons, and I 
believe by all the people of Ireland 
generally, very carefully. And if the civil 
authorityis excessive, well, it can be modi- 
fied. Now I will not detain the House any 
longer. I have had to work very hard fora 
great cause,and I am bound tosay Ihave 
received nothing but kindness and con- 


sideration from all the persons concerned. | 


I should particularly like to refer to the 
frank and loyal support I have always 


received in this measure from the right | 


hon. Gentleman the senior Member for 
the University of Dublin, who has oply 
had some small objections to find in the 
Bill, and who has from first to last given 
me his frank and loyal support, and I 


am all the more grateful because in other | 


aspects of my administration he is some- 
times rather harsh. Ro>ference has been 
mad> to the fact that I have 
future left the Royal University entirely 
out of consideration. I have 
first to last communicated with members 
of its Senate and have received com- 
munications from Lord Castletown, and I 
must say that that nobleman, although 


the University of which he was some | 


time Chancellor is now disappearing, 
has worked most loyally with me and has 


afiorded me every assistance, and there | 


is no feeling whatsoever about the fact 
he is left out of the new institution. 
Such instances of self-denial and self- 
effacement are most peculiarly gratifying. 
Ican only say generally that we all of us 
-the hon. Gentleman who moved the 
rejection of the Bill ended his speech 


by expressing the same opinion—hope | 


that these Universities we are founding 
to-day, which will last long years after 
everyone of us has crumbled into dust, 
will have before them years of usefulness 
and pride and distinction and glory, and. 
that they will keep a light in Ireland, 
a country which has ever, and in the 
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with an| 


for the | 


from | 
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most distressing circumstances, had the 
warmest feeling and respect for letters, 
that will play a great part in revivifying, 
educating, and I hope unifying, a famous 
race and a great people. 


*Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Univer- 


sity) said he would not discuss whether 


the Bill was denominational or un- 
denominational. He thought the last 


and the truest word on that subject had 
been said by his right hon. friend the 
Leaderof the Opposition. The real problem 
was how to frame a University which 
should be Catholic in tone and spirit and 
yet academic in principles. He could not 
but congratulate the Chief Secretary on 
his adroitness in reconciling those 
two difficult conditions. The right hon. 
Gentleman had to unite in his own 
person the views of a Roman prelate 
|and a Nonconformist minister, and he 
|had performed that difficult task i1 
|a way which he believed nobody else 
in that House could have done. They 
congratulated him on the courage he 
had shown in the inception of the scheme, 
and thanked him for the courtesy he had 
| shown in carrying it out. He would like 
to sum up ina general view what to 
his mind were the distinctive merits 
| and als» the flaws of the Bill. The great 
merit of the Bill was that it sought to 
remove a long-standing disability; it 
recognised that the State had an obliga- 
tion, not yet paid, to the majority of the 
Irish people. The Bill was an attempt 
| not only to repair an educational defect, 
but to redress a wrong, unintended on 
| the part of this country, but yet a real 
|}and national wrong. What the remote 
| effects of the Bill would be in the sphe-» 
of politics and in the social and admin'‘s- 
trative spheres, nobody could say. Tho‘ 
it would have the most far-reaching 
effects in every department of Irish lifs, 
he was certain. His own hope—2» con- 
fident hope—was based upon the power 
of knowledge in the direction of emancipat - 
ing and enlarging the mind and producing 
a spirit of toleration. The next reason 
why he welcomed the Bill was that it 
got rid of a false University ideal. It 
displaced an Examining Board and set up 
in its stead two Universities framed 
on the whole on academic principles. 
He ought to qualify that by saying that 
| while it displaced that false ideal in the 
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case of the laity of Ireland, it did not 
do so in the education of the clergy. 
Jn the case anvhow of the laity it laid 
down the principle that examination 
was to follow the lines of teaching, and 
not teaching to follow the lines of ex- 
mination, and he rejoiced that the Chief 
Secretary had held out firmly against the 
“dmission of externs to the privileges of 
® degree. The next point was that the 
constitution of the governing bodies was 
free ; there were no ez-officio clerics on 
eny of them. There were, however, ez- 
officio politicians, who he wished were 
there in much smaller numbers. If the 
Universities wished to have clerics on 
their governing bodies—and he thought 
it was right there should be some—it 
rested with them, of their own free choice, 
to have them. The Bill had the merit 
of leaving the future of these bodies 
entirely in the hands of the laymen of 
Ireland, and it rested with the laymen 
to show whether they were worthy of 
that trust. He had no misgivings what- 
ever as to the future of Belfast University. 
It was amuch more compact unity than 
the new University at Dublin, and it 
would be unvexed by the highly 
controversial questions which they had 
heen discussing for weeks past. It 
consisted of a single college with homo- 
zeneous elements. He was confident 
tet the founding of that University in 
Be'fast would have upon the whole of 
‘he business community in Belfast end 
the outlying industrial districts of the 
north of Ireland the same sort of effect 
$s the founding of the new Universities 
England had hed upon the industrial 
communities here. The men who repre- 
sented the commerce of the north of 
Treland would take the same pride in 
their University as had been shown so 
marvellously in the case of the newer 
U tiversities of England. He knew that 
he work done and the teaching given in 
the University of Belfast would be 
largely of a technical and professional 
kind, and rightly so. The great need of 
Ireland, not only of the north but of the 
south too, was that science should be 
applied to industry, and he believed the 
new University of Belfast would serve that 
end. But he wou'ld express the hope 
that all these specialised studies 
might be carried on in a truly liberal 
way, thet they might be besed on 


Mr. Butcher. 
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scientific principles and have that larger 


outlook which alone could produce 
original research leading to discoveries jn 
science within the walls of the Univer. 
sity. The other hope he had was that 
humane learning might still continue 
to exist side by side with this technical 
teaching; that it would be the pride of 
that University in the midst of a 
commercial community to give literary 
and philosophic culture, and that 
students there might learn what the 
thoughts and doings of civilised men 
were in other regions of know’'edge. 
The new University in Dublin raised 
some grave and difficult problems. It 
was a Federal University; it was 
therefore a complex structure; but the 
hopeful thing about it was that it 
was established en the only lines on 


which a Federal University could 
now be constituted. That was to 
say, the constituent colleges — were 


given the largest possible freedom as 
regards their own courses of study, and 
their own government; they would 
have es few interferences from the Senate 
of the University as was compatible with 
maintaining uniformity of standard and 
general University principles. — Such 
were the merits of the Bill. He would 
next turn to its blemishes. ‘Two of 
them had been mentioned that after- 
noon, and he would not discuss them 
further. First there was a form of affilia- 
tion, under which it was possible for the 
clergy, who were to be cut off entirely from 
academic life, yet to have a share in the 
government of the University. He had hed 
his say on that question upstairs and on 
Report, and he only now wished to express 
his cordial agreement with every word 
that had fallen from the Leader of the 
Opposition. The other flew ley in 
the constitution of the federated colleges. 
He thought there was an undue pro- 
portion of the civic and county repre 
sentationon their governing bodies, and 
that it would be very difficult to earry 
on government, to appoint professors, to* 
regulate the University courses, in any 
free and academic way, if these professed 
politicians exercised the right given them 
to interfere in every detail. But there 
was another blot, the gravest of 2ll, end 
that was that there was no provision in the 
Bill for the establishment of a residentiel 





college in Dublin. From various points 











ATV 
lat 
he 
lan 
ge, 
sed 
It 
vas 
the 
it 
on 
uld 
to 
eTe 
as 
and 
ud 
ate 
rith 
and 
uch 
nud 
of 
ter- 
Lem 
ilia- 
the 
rom 
the 
hed 
1 on 
ress 
yord 
the 
in 
0S, 
pro- 
pre- 
and 
arty 
3, tO ‘ 
any 
ssed 
hem 
here 
and 
i the 
ntiel 
pints 














649 Trish 


of view that was a most serious defect. In | heart. 


the first place, it seemed to him a doubtful 
questi m whether parents or their spiritual 
advisers would recommend young men 
to go to Dublin from the country. 
They would have the prospect of going 
into lodgings ; they would live scatte’ed 
through a great metropolis without any 
kind of diseipline or organised academic 
life. The argument for affiliation, 
too, would be immensely strengthened 
by the fact that there was no residential 
college in Dublin; in fact, the only strong 
argument for it that could be adduced 
remained so long as_ there ths 
defect. It would be © said: i 
you had given us a residential college 
to which could 


was 


{25 JuLy 1903} 


young men ’0, We 
should then have been content, and would 
have encouraged then to go to the 
University ; but as it is, you musi 
affiliate our provincial colleges in 
order to save our students from the | 


moral dangers which beset them in 
the midst of a great city.” 
was another side to this question 

the of that social life which 
was connected with a residential college. 
Hitherto Irishmen had for a 
University, and they had been given 
an Examining Board; they had been 
sive. something in which there was no 
human element, a pieve of cold and 
impersonal mechanism, He would put 
it to hon. Members that if the memories 
of their own college days centred round 
examinations which they had passed or 
in which they had failed, what a different 
thing a University would mean to them 
from what it did to-day! Now the Bill, 
it was true, gavea college, but it did not 
give college life. They were given lecture 
rooms and laboratories, but what they 
needed in order to make the University a 
reality was the human and humanising in- 
fluence of college life. The Irishman was 
sociable and gregarious ; he had an instinet 
lor comradeship, a love of discussion, a rich 
capacity for friendship. He had powers 
Which could not be fully developed by 
solitary study, but must be fostered in the 
intimacy of daily companionship. He 
craved the society of equals and the stimu- 
lus of kindred minds. Society he must 
have of one kind or another. 
some persons with whom you got at the 
heart through the head; others with 
whom you got at the head through the 


a bsence 


asked. 


Then there | 
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In Ireland the heart came first, 
the head second. Head and heart, intellect 
and emotion, working together produced 
a finer intellectual product than intellect 
alone. That union could hardly be pro- 
duced except in the society of friends 
and equals. Without all that belonged 
to college life and college friendships 
they would never be able to call out the 
special qualities of the Irishman, which 
depended upon love of friends and upon 
appeal to the head through the heart. 
The Chief Secretary had done his best to 
get for college bui'dings. It 
was shortsighted and niggardly action 
on the part of the Treasury to spoil a 
great oft for lack of capital outlay. A 
sum of £100,080 given once and for all 
would probably have met the case. He 
thought it was a foolish bitof parsimony, 
but they would go on knocking at the 
Treasury door until they o>taned a 
sum which would start the University 


money 


}under prosperous and hopeful con- 
ditions. Without a residential college 


it was doubtful whether the new Univer- 


sity in Dublin could come into being. 


What he insisted on was that learning 
not a mere abstract thing, but 
that it was realised through personal 
relations, and above all through the organ- 
ised social life of fellowstudents. Under 
the Bull such social life was impossible, 
and it would still remain for Parliament 
to complete the work it had now begun 
by providing funds for true collegiate 


life. 


Vas 


Mr. WILLIAM O'BRIEN (Cork) said 
that before the Motion was carried he 
desired to say one or two words. Auspi- 
cious as the passing of this Bill was to Ire- 
land, the circumstances and almost general 
consent with which it was passed con- 
stituted a still more auspicious event, 
not only for Ireland, but for England, 


| because although credit was richly due 


to the Chief Secretary, fhe right hon. 
Gentleman would, he thought, be the 
first to acknowledge that the passing 


‘of the Bill was practically the work of 


There were | 





all parties, and the result of a certain 
amount of sacrifice and of amicable 
compromise on all sides. The National- 
ists had had something to sacrifice. 
They, in Ireland, were accustomed to 
positions which were not second, but 
only fourth or fifth in matters concerning 
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Irish affairs. He recognised, as his hon. 
friend had done, that the Nonconfor- 
mists in that House, for whom the hon. 
Baronet had spoken, had to a certain 
extent to do violence to their own pre- 
possessions in order to allow this Bill 
to go unmolested. If they had thought 
more of their own preference, their own 
internal searchings of heart, than of the 
magnitude of the blessings this Bill 
would undoubtedly diffuse among young 
Irish men, and young Irish women, they 
might unquestionably, even a small body 
of them, at any moment, have cut short 
the career of the Bill. They had re- 
sisted the temptation, and had made 
themselves a party to one of the best 
and, he believed, most fruitful contri- 
butions to the regeneration of Ireland 
with which the name of the Liberal 
Party would be associated. He must 


Trish 


{COMMONS} 











Universities Bill, 652 


the hon. Member for East Down, to 
realise that they were in no immediate 
danger of being burned at the stake for 
their opinions at the hands of their 
Nationalist fellow-countrymen. Strongly 
as he approved of the Bill, he regarded 
the circumstances in which it had passed 
through the House as a matter of still 
higher consequence to the future relations 
between this country and Ireland, and 
for this reason: that this perplexed 
sectarian controversy, like the still 
angrier agrarian controversy, had been 
placed at all events on the road to 
a solution by, in the first place, the 
spirit of friendly compromise and 
cordial regard amongst Irishmen them- 
selves, a spirit which had prompted 
eminent Irishmen like the hon. Member 
for Cambridge University, and the 
right hon. Gentleman the senior Member 


recognise no less cordially, forgetting | for Dublin University, although. still 


one or two little lapses into Party re- 
criminations, and remembering only the 
generous speech made that afternoon 
by the Leader of the Opposition, that 
the fate of the Bill had to a very great 
extent depended upon the sincerity 
and policy and magnanimity of the 
Unionist leaders, and some of the most 
eminent men of the Unionist Party. 
Although in their active opposition 
they had thrown out no hint of great 
hostility, yet they might easily have 
sealed the fate of this Bill, if not in that 
House, in another place. But he was 
bound to say that both publicly, and so 
far as he knew privately, their co-opera- 
tion in bringing about the success of 
the Bill had been sincere and decisive. 
He did not forget the struggle of the 
few hon. Members for Ulster. He 
did not wish to say one word of 
an uncomplimentary character about 
them. They had fought a dogged and 
evant battle, though discountenanced 
to a certain extent by the Leader of the 
Unionist Party, and, later, by the Leader 
of their own Ulster Party. The Irish 
Party had been so often in a minority, 
so often in a folorn minority, that they 
could not fail to recognise and to honour 
the tenacity and courage of hon. Members 
above the gangway. He hoped that 
their experience for a couple of months 
in the Committee room upstairs, on both 
sides, had left no unkindly memories, 
and had helped hon. Members, even 


Mr, William O Brien. 


| differing from them in some things, to 





meet them on common ground, as sons 
of a common country, of which he was 
sure they were all, in their own way, 
equally proud. In the second place, 
that happy agreement amongst Irishmen 
had been sealed and endorsed by practi- 
cally speaking all parties in that House. 
He congratulated the Chief Secretary 
most heartily on being the beneficent 
wizard, by the move of whose genial 
wand these magic results had been 
produced. He only hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman might be equally able in the 
future, by similar methods, to bring 
about similar results of co-operation 
among Irish parties and among English 
parties. All he could say was, that if 
he could only get the House to regard 
Irish questions, the great agrarian diffi- 
culty and the national difficulty in Treland, 
in the same way as that House was willing 
to treat the question of the Navy or of 
foreign affairs, namely, as questions 
sacred from the mere petty momentary 
interests of party, and as matters in 
which both parties were entitled to claim 
a legitimate share of the credit, then he 
would not despair of living to see the 
day when they would reach and solve the 
final problem of the Irish difficulty in a 
friendly way, and when even the hon. 
and gallant Member for East Down 
might accept the situation with the 
same good humour with which he was 
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sure they would now set to work to make | 
a rattling success of the Belfast Uni- | 
versity, which they had made so gallant 
a semblance of rejecting in England. 


*Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, 8.) | 
said he never felt more unlike a man who | 
was about to die in the last ditch than | 
at that moment. He recognised that | 
in a very short time the last stone would | 
be put on one of the most gigantic monu- 


ments of Nonconformist hypocrisy and | 


incoisistency which that House had ever | 
The hon. Member for Waterford 


seen. 
had said the Nonconformist portion of 


the party opposite had put aside a great | 


many of their predilections, but that 
was putting the case very mildly. He 


would say that they had swallowed one | 


of the most nauseating draughts it was 
possible to conceive. 
he forgot whether it was Shakespeare 
or not, said that when they told a lie 
they should tell a good big one. If they 


were going to do a thing they should do | 


it thoroughly, and he congratulated hon. 
Members opposite. 
done this business very thoroughly. They 
had thrown over in the most absolute 
way all the professions in which they were 
brought up and a good many of the 
professions which had secured them 
admission to the Houseof Commons, and 
if they felt happy in their minds after 
having done so it was not his business 
to criticise them further. His hon. friend 
who moved the rejection of the Bill had 
said that no doubt the action and speeches 
of himself and his friends would be looked 
upon simply as the narrow-minded and 
bigoted views of Ulster. Hon. Members 
opposite, when they cheered that remark, 
forgot for the moment that their views 
on this question were exactly and pre- 
cisely those which they themselves held 
up to about three months ago, and if they 
were the narrow-minded and_ bigoted 
views of the Ulster Members they were 
also the narrow-minded and_ bigoted 
views of the Nonconformist Party up to 


the time the Bill was introduced. They} Mr. T. M. HEALY: 


had had so much unreal discussion on 
the denominational question that he was 
getting tired of it and had almost hoped 
it would be left out of the Third Reading 
discussion. 


{25 Jury 1908} 


Some philosopher, | 
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difficult question to answer, but his idea 
of an undenominational University was 
the present Queen’s Colleges in Ireland, 
had the ban which was put upon them 
by the Roman Catholic hierarchy never 
been imposed. That ban was only 
imposed by the narrow majority of one 
in a meeting of thirteen or fourteen 
bishops. It was a mere toss up whether 
the bishops forty vears ago had accepted 
the Queen’s Colleges in Ireland and 
allowed Roman Catholics to go to them. 
If they had, the Queen’s Colleges in Cork 
and Galway would have been as successful 
seats of learning as the Queen’s College in 
Belfast had been, and they would long 
ago have extracted very large sums of 
money out of the British taxpayer and 
would have been very much better 
equipped and larger institutions. Could 
anybody say that this Dublin University 
would be undenominational ? It had 
been set up precisely because the bishops 
refused to recognise these other institu- 
tions because they were not sufficiently 
denominational, because they were God- 
In 1871 the bishops were calling 
out as they had always done for a 
denominational University, and they 
passed a series of resolutions, among them 
one in which they pledged themselves 
to oppose the return of any candidate for 
Parliament who would not uphold the 
principle of denominational education 
for the Catholic people, and they knew 
| perfectly well the bishops had not 
| changed their attitude in any way. They 
had all along stigmatised this as a purely 
denominational proposal, and all the feeble 
attempts of hon. Members to dispose of 
that accusation had been futile. It was 
because this was a denominational pro- 
posal that hon. Members below the 
gangway were thanking the Chief Secre- 
tary for giving it to them. The Times, 
on the First Reading of the Bill said— 
“The fiction that the measure is anything 
but denominational is too gross to deceive any- 


body, or to soothe any but the most adaptable 
consciences,” 


Mr. Pigott’s 
friend. 


*Mr. CHARLES CRAIG said that Mr. 
Pigott had some friends who discerned 


It had frequently been asked | the political situation with wonderful 
what an wndenominational University | accuracy. 
was, and he admitted it was a very | formist Party on the back benches liked 


The leader of the Noncon- 
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the Bill just about as much as he did, 
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small and a very dangerous argument 


but owing to pressure from various | to use, that no matter how questionable 


quarters he felt compelled not to oppose 
it. He said he was envious for an edu- 
cated priesthood in Ireland. But he 
would like to ask how under the Bill 
the priesthood were going to be better 
educated than they were at present. 
The students of Maynooth who were to 
some extent synonymous with the priest- 


freely exercised of obtaining their degrees 
from the Royal University. As they had 
refused to accept an Amendment pro- 
viding that the Maynooth students were 
to take part in the life of the new 
University in Dublin the situation was 
precisely the same as before, with the 
difference that instead of taking their 
degrees at the Royal University they were 
going totakethem at the new University 
at Dublin. Nineteen-twenticths of the 
year they would be at Maynooth and 
tiey would go up to Dublin possibly for 
a couple of days at the end of the year 
to pass their examinations. The hon. 
Member was under a misapprehension 
when he thought there would be any 
difference in the quality or quantity of 
education given to Maynooth students, 
because it was all a question of the 
standard that was going to be set by the 
new University as compared with that 
which had been set by the Royal Univer- 
sity. He had always understood that at 
the latter it was very high, and it was 
improbable that the standard set by the 
new University would be any higher. 
If that was the hon. Member’s chief 
reason for withholding opposition he 
might just as well vote against the Third 
Reading. He had certainly damned the 
Bill with as faint praise as he ever heard 
and had not a good word to say for it. 
His last attempt to satisfy his conscience 
was that it would be a great pity that 
tie Chief Secretary should not have 
the credit of passing a Bill over which 
he had taken such an amount of trouble, 
and that the right hon. Gentleman had 
stated publicly that if it did not pass 
he would resign office. That he thought 
was rather a reason for throwing out the 
Bill. He did not consider the Chief 
Secretary had been at all a_ success 
in that very responsible office. The hon. 
Member was no doubt of a different way 
of thinking, but it was surely a very 


Mr. Charles Cra gs 





| the Bill itself might be or how little good 
| the hon. Member was able to see in it, 
| it should pass simply because to throw it 
_ out would be a serious blow to the political 


reputation of the Chief Secretary. As 
far as he could see, and that was the only 
speech they had had from a Member of 


'the Nonconformist Party, they were 
hood of Ireland had a right which they 


going blindly to vote for the Bill though 
there had not been a single argument 
adduced in favour of it. He could 
understand hon. Members below the 
gangway, and the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion who had been for many years in 
favour of something of the sort, but they 
had yet to hear from the great body of 
the Nonconformist Party any argument 
by which they could reconcile their 
support of the Bill with every declaration 
they had made in the past on this ques- 
tion of denominational education. He 
wished to criticise two statements made 
by the hon. Member for Waterford. 
The hon. and learned Member said that 
the Bill had received the sanction of 
everybody in the House, and pract.cally 


| of everybody in Ireland with the excep- 


tion of a few hon. Members sitting on the 
Unionist Benches. But however small 
their numbers might be in that House, 
at least they all held their seats by a 
very substantial majority, and according 
to all the ideas of Parliamentary repre- 
sentation they represented the vast 
majority of those who sent them to the 
House of Commons. It was perfectly well 
known that in the North of Ireland and 
in Ulster the people were as mucli op- 
posed to the general provisions of this Bill, 
which set up adenominational,University, 
as they were themselves. It was true 
that the Chief Secretary by hard work 
had been able to stifle the opposition 
of a certain number of persons in Belfast, 
including the professors and their en- 
tourage of Queen’s College in that city, 
but they did not represent the feeling 
in the North of Ireland in regard to the 
Bill. In the North of Ireland the Bill 
was detested just as much as they had 
shown their detestation of the measure 
in the House, and the attitude of the 
Ulster Members towards the measure 
was only a reflection of the feeling enter- 
tained in Ulster. Therefore, for the 
hon. and learned Member for Waterford 
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to try and make the House believe that 
the opposition to the Bill only came 
from a small section of Ulster was very 
misleading. On the affiliation clause 
the hon. and learned Member for Water- 
ford sail he could not understand how 
the British House of Commons could 
treat this question in the way they had 
done in the past after reading the Report 
furnished on the subject two or three 
years ago as to the provision made in 
foreign countries for Roman Catholics. 
It was extraordinary that the hon. and 
learned Member should furnish that as 
an argument in favour of a denomina- 
tional Roman Catholic University. The 
opponents of the Bill had been relying 
upon that document in support of their 
case for years, and every page of 
it showed that the proposal to 
be carried out under the Bill was one 
which had been refused in almost every 
country in the world, and in- those 
countries where frankly denominational 
Universities existed. As time went on 
every one of them had been swept away, 
and with the exception of one in Belgium 
and Austro-Hungary there was not 
in the whole of Europe a single Uni- 
versity which could be said to be denomi- 





national. He was greatly surprised that 
he hon. and learned, Member had found 
himself able to get out of that document | 
an argument in support of his views, 
because it was a document which 
had been relied upon by those who 
were opposed to the Bill. Zut the sill, 
whether right or wrong, was one which 
affected very closely Unionist Members 
from treland. [Cries of “ Divide.”’] | 
He thought that when hon. Members | 
opposite were getting all they wanted 
they might at least tolerate a few words 
from ai opponent. While he had fought 
the measure, and was extremely sorry 
it was about to pass, he cherished a 
hope that the Roman Catholic laity in 
the course of time would share the desire | 


i 


| 
| 
| 


to see Catholics and Protestants working | 
together in the Universities, regardless | 
of religious or political differences. He 
and his hon. friends would do all they 
could to make the scheme a success, and, 
although they had their doubts, since the | 
denominational system was to be stereo- | 
typed, his colleagues and he hoped that | 
notwithstanding its drawbacks and disad- | 
Vantages, the system would be successful. 


learning 


Mr. SAMUEL YOUNG (Cavan, E.) said 
that as a Belfast man and as the oldest 
Member of the British House of Commons 
he desired to say a few words upon the 
Third Reading of this Bill.& In reference 
to Irish measures, it wes not often thet 
an Irishman in that House was justified in 
using language of congratulation. After 


| centuries of educational starvation, after 


years of injustice to the majority, after 
numerous meflectual efforts and Minister- 
ial defeats, that a solution to the Uni- 
versity problem should have been dis- 
covered must be pleasing to the accim- 
plished Chief Secretary and eminently 
satisfactory to the Irish nation. All 
efforts hitherto had failed because they 
were directed on lines unsuited to sectarian 
denominational Ireland. The people must 


| be governed according to their desires, 
|which was the constitutional method. 


Although the country was sectarian the 
Chief Secretary had contrived to construct 
the two Universities on purely academic 


| lines, andatthe same time he had create] 
iby Senates in Dublin and Belfast an 


atmosphere in which the inhabitants of 


| both cities could live end breath with 
| pleasure,and thus he had solved a difficult 


question which had bafiled the wit of man 


ifor centuries. As a Belfast man _ he 
could say that every man in Ulster whose 


opinion was worth having was favourable 
to the Bill. The measure was greatly 
appreciated in Belfast—which was a 
young town that had risen rapidly to 
wealth and importance. Until late in the 
last century it had no reputation for 

g, much less for culture, but the 
generation of toilers who had passed 
away, who devoted themselves only to the 
accumulation of wealth, had left behind 
them new tastesand newaspirations. At 
present inthe city and throughout Ulster 
there. was a growing desire for literary 
and scientific study which could only be 
fostered by University life. In Dublin 
the new University must be still a greater 
boon. It would afiord the Catholic 
people for the first time in centuries 
the opportunity of competing with their 
fellow countrymen for positions of place 
and power and at last remove one of the 
disabilities under which they had too long 
suffered. There was room in Ireland for 
three Universities. In Scotland, a smaller 
country, there were four, which had 
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most place in every region of the world 
where money was to be made or responsi- 
bility acquired. The three Universities 
in Ireland with pending reforms in ele- 
mentary and intermediate education, 
would tend to flush the channels of in- 
tellectual life, widen the boundaries of 
thought, afford the means of parti- 
cipating in the extension of human 
knowledge, and enable her brainy sons to 
take their place in competitive examina- 
tions for the best appointments of the 
Empire. It was admitted that educa- 
tion, secular and religious, wes absolutely 
necessary for the progress and elevation 
of a nation, and he had no doubt that 
this legislative measure would be largely 
availed of, to acquire that useful know- 
ledge necessary even in agricultural pur- 
suits as well as in all other industrial 
enterprises in Ireland. That any re- 
presentative of an Irish constituency 
should venture to oppose this educational] 
measure for his country was to him a 
marvel. It wes a mercy there were so 
few. The enemies of Ireland were happily 


ciminishing in number all over Great | 
Britain and Irelend, but there were still a | 


few to be found in the North-E: st corner 
of Ireland. Even there they were rapidly 
diminishing. The trend of public opinion 
led one to believe that the dawn of a 


brighter day was nearing for that beauti- | 


ful but hitherto ill-governed country. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newecastle-under- | 


Lyme) said that Nonconformists had 
been twitted with having stifled their 


prejudices in allowing this Bill to pass, | 


while the Nationalist Members had not 


repressed their prejudices and allowed | 


the Education Bill for England to pass. 
It seemed to him that when Noncon- 
formists had allowed Ireland to have 
Home Rule in this matter, and to have 
the higher education they wanted, they 
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enabled the Scotsman to take the fore- { might have reciprocated and allowed 


| the Nonconform‘s‘s to have their Bill, 


|He was sure that feeling was widely 
felt throughout the country. He had 
received a letter in which a leading 
Primitive Methodist light in his own 
constituency said— 


““T am now expecting in a few days to he 
again summoned before the magistrates for the 
non-payment of the objectionable educational 
rate. . . . The Government’s silence is aggra- 
vated by contrast, for while we are apparently 
abandoned and expected to take it lying down, 
Ireland is to have its University Bill, a measure 
in flat contradiction to all Nonconformist 
| principles here. The Catholic hierarchy in Ire. 
| land gets its price, while we, who worked as for 
moe than life or death under promises that 
| three years ago were to be fulfilled at the earliest 
| possible period, have been outwitted by lords 
and bishops and over-reached by the Irish 
Party.” 








Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): The Irish 
Party voted for the Third Reading of 
the Bill. 


| Mr. WEDGWOOD: After the Bill 
| had been so modified that it was useless 
| to Nonconformists. 


Mr. DILLON: It was your ow 
Government’s Bill. 
| 
| Mr. WEDGWOOD said they had 


| heard from the eloquent Leader of the 
Irish Party and from the hon. Member 
| for Cork City of the gratitude which 
Ireland would feel for the passage of 
this Bill. He hoped that the hon. and 
learned Member for Waterford and h's 
| friends would remember when legislation 


| on the subject of education was proposed 
| for England that England ought to le 
allowed to legislate for herself. 


Question put. 


| 
| 
| The House divided :—Ayes, 207; Noes, 
119. (Division List No. 223.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E. 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Ambrose, Robert 2 
Astbury, John Meir 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J.(City Lond) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil | 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 


Mr, Samuel Young. 


Boland, John 


Bellairs, Carlyon 
| Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 


Brooke, Stopford 

Bull, Sir William James 
| Burke, E. Hay 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Buxton, Rt.Hn. Sydney Charles 
| Byles, William Pollard 


Cameron, Robert 

Carlile, E. Hildred 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 


iland- 
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Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. | 
Crean, Eugene 
Crooks, William 
Cullinan, J. 


Davies,Sir W. Howell(Bristol,S) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Joseph 

Dewar, Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh., | 
Dillon, John 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 
Duffy, William J. 
Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness | 
Dunne, Major E. Martin( Walsall 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Fell, Arthur 

ferguson, R. C. Munro 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Forster, Henry William 
Gilhooly, James 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Gulland, John W. 

Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 

Halpin, J. 

Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil | 
Harrington, Timothy 

Harwood, George 

Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hayden, John Patrick 

Haaleton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 

Heaton, John Henniker 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen, W. ) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Hudson, Walter 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) | 
Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jordon, Jeremiah 

Joyce, Michael 
Joynson-Hicks, William 
Kavanagh, Walter M. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kettle, Thomas Michael 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Acland-Hood, Rt.Hn Sir Alex. F 
Barrie, H. ‘I. (Londonderry, N.) 


Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 


Cox, Harold 

Craig, Charles Curtis (Antrim,S 
Craig, Captain James( Down, E.) 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred Dixon 
Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 


| Nugent, Sir Walter Richard 
| Nuttall, Harry 
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Kilbride, Denis 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy(Essex, Harwich 
Levy, Sir Maurice 
Lloyd-Georgée, Rt. Hon. David 
Lundon, W. 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S) 
Mac Veigh,Charles (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M’Kean, John ‘ 
M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
Marnham, F. J. 


| Massie, J. 


Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Francis E. (Leitrim,N) 
Meehan, Patrick A.(Queen’s Co 
Micklem, Nathaniel 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morrell, Philip 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, Horatio 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) | 
Nicholson,Charles N.(Doncast’r | 
Nicholson, Wm. G.( Petersfield) | 
Nolan, Joseph 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 


O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 

O Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty, Philip 
O*’Donnell, John (Mayo, 8.) 
O’ Dowd, John 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Kelly, James (Roscommon,N | 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pease, Herbert Pike(Darlingto n 
Phillips, John (Longford, S.) 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 





| Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
' Priestley, W.E.B.(Bradford,E. | 


NOES. 


Gordon, J. 

Hamilton, Marquess of 

Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S) 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
M‘Arthur, Charles 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens | 
Seaverns, J. H. 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 
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| Radford, G. H. 


Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John'E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Richards,T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’ 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon 


Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 


Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rogers, F, E. Newman 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 


| Salter, Arthur Clavell 


Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Schwann, Sir C.E.(Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smyth, Thomas F, (Leitrim, 8.) 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Albert (Staffs, N. W.) 
Stanley, Hn.A. Lyulph (Chesh. 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Talbot, Lord E, (Chichester) 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips | 
Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Wardle, George J. 


| Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
| Wason,Rt.Hn. E(Clackmannan 


Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Williams, Llewelyn (Carmarthe 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


| Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 


Young, Samuel 
Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 


Master of Elibank and Mr. 
Herbert Lewis. 


Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord ' 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE Nogks—mr. 
Lonsdale and Mr. Moore. 
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FINANCE BILL. 
Order for Third Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read the third 
time.”—(Mr. Lloyd-George.) 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN (Wor- 
cestershire, E.): When the history 
of this Parliament comes to be written 
I should not be surprised if it should be 
found that the Finance Bill of the 
present year is the most important 
with which this Parliament has had 
to deal, alike in the precedents which 
it sets up and in the effect which it has 
on our future fortunes. The first of 
these precedents is connected with the 
circumstances under which we have 
been called upon to discuss the Bill. 
The Government has taken the discus- 
sion at a later period of the session than, 
I think, has ever before been the case 
in a session of Parliament which was 
interrupted by no Government crisis 
or a dissolution of Parliament, and they 
have placed the Third Reading of the 
Bill as the second Order at a Saturday 
sitting towards the end of July at a time 
when it is impossible to expect the House, 
as is perfectly obvious from its appearance 
at the present moment, to give serious 
attention to the great problems involved, 
and when it is impossible to take the 
sense of the House fairly and representa- 
tively upon the merits of the measure. 
Under these circumstances, I do not 
propose to follow the course which, 
during the Committee stage of the Bill, 
I had indicated I meant to take, and 
shall not make the Motion for the re- 
jection of the Bill, the hope of doing 
which was at once the excuse and justifi- 
cation for taking no detailed part in the 
discussions and divisions which accom- 
panied the Committee stage. I take 
note of the action of the Government | 


to these Bills are the intrinsic merits of 
the Government’s financial proposals 
themselves, and in that respect. this 
Bill stands out as one of quite exceptional 
and extraordinary importance. It jg 
one of an unparalleled character, | 
think, in our financial history. The 
Government this year have been engaged 
in laying financial burdens upon the 
country in pursuit of a great scheme 
of social reform of a character and of 
an amount which are wholly unparalleled 
in our history. They have, I had 
almost said, by a stroke of the pen, 
but I would say by a single measure, 
laid these great financial burdens upon 
the country and on the future taxpayer, 
but what constitutes the most remarkable 
feature of their policy is that whilst by 
a single act they have assumed these 
great burdens they have made no 
provision for meeting the new liabilities 
that are created, and they have given no 
intimation of the way in which they 
propose to make good the gap yawning 
before us between expenditure and 
revenue. Of the many expectations 
held out by the Goveinment and its 
supporters at the last election, and 
whilst they were in opposition, none 
was more constantly repeated than the 





assurance that they would reduce the 
expenditure of the country. They have 
failed in the two years that they have 
been in power to reduce that expendi- 
ture, and now by their action in the 
present session they have made re 
duction of expenditure in future an 
impossibility. They have remitted here 
and there a tax ora portion of a 
tax, but they are collecting a larger 


|revenue than any of their predecessors 


have ever attempted to collect in time 
of peace, and that revenue is, by confes- 
| sion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
| wholly inadequate to the burdens which 
'the House of Commons have already 


in this respect and of the new precedent | jlaid on the people. At what moment 
which they are creating for Finance Bills. | are they doing it? They are doing it 


Finance Bills as we go on are not 


at the close of a succession of prosperous 


likely to become less important, less | years in which the revenue has advanced 


complicated, or perhaps less contentious. 
But the Government with all their 
responsibility have set a precedent for 
the treatment of such Bills from which 
probably neither this Parliament nor 
future Parliaments can escape. More 
important than the procedure in relation 


| by great leaps, but when already the 
| signs of a reaction are everywhere patent 
around us, when by the Chancello: of 
the Exchequer’s confession taxes are 
yielding less than they did before, and 
when there is, therefore, special reason 
to regard with jealousy and suspicion 
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all new burdens which we have not yet 
decided how to meet. It used to be 
the boast of the Liberal Party, and under 
Mr. Gladstone it was a boast that the 
Party could rightly make, that they 
steadily pursued in office a reduction 
of our expenditure, and that though 
reduction can never be sudden, as 
increase may be, when they had a 
fair field and a reasonable time before 
them they did do something to reduce 
the annual national liabilities. The 
present Government are acting on an 
entirely different principle. They are 
not merely extending liabilities beyond 
the provision that they make this year, 
but they are encouraging hopes and 
expectations which subsequent Parlia- 
ments will be expected to fulfil, and 
which must themselves involve an in- 
crease of the very liabilities for which 
the Government are at present failing 
to provide. There is another aspect of 
the case which renders this matter one 
of increased gravity. I have spoken 
of our domestic situation, of the want 
of elasticity in the existing taxes, and 
of the need for caution, therefore, in 
regard to our national finances. But 
is not the international position one 
which also requires and demands our 
careful consideration in respect of this 
matter, having regard to the liabilities 
which may arise out of our international 
relations, which do not depend solely 
upon our action, and yet may at any 
moment involve us in the heaviest ex- 
penditure which the ceuntry has ever 
sen? I do not know whether other 
Members of this House have read as I 
did the speech which Lord Cromer 
delivered on the Old-age Pensions Bill 
in another place. I differ widely from 
Lord Cromer as to the proper basis and 
character of our fiscal system, but 
although the President of the Board of 
Trade accused tariff reformers of having 
spoken in ignominious terms of Lord 
Cromer at the moment he chose to differ 
from them on the fiscal question, not one 
of them has ever used language about 
Lord Cromer which did not recognise 
his great authority and the wealth of 
experience which he brought to the 
consideration not merely of fiscal but 
of political questions. Hon. Gentlemen 
opposite are very glad to quote the 
authority of Lord Cromer on behalf of 
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his fiscal views. Will they pay any atten- 
tion to his warning as to the result of 
the financial course on which they are 
now embarking. He said the other 
day— 

“ What, I would ask, in the present condition 
of Europe, is the main duty which devolves on 
the Government of thiscountry? For my own 
part, I have no sort of hesitation in replying to 
this question. Their main duty is to make 
provision betimes for the European conflict 
which may not improbably be forced on us 
before many years have elapsed. I am aware 
that the mass of the people of this country, who 
do not follow foreign affairs with any very close 
attention, are not alive to the possibility of any 
such conflict taking place. I say it isthe 
duty of a Government gifted with both 
patriotism and foresight, who have means of 
information at their disposal which is not avail- 
able to the general public, to provide betimes 
for that danger—a danger of which I, incommon, 
I believe, with most people who can speak with 
real authority on foreign affairs, am very 
firmly convinced.” 


Now, what provision are Government 
making for a time of possible danger of 
that kind? They are making none. 
Their attitude is not purely negative ; 
their attitude is one of positive destruc- 
tion of the resources on which we should 
count. It has been a favourite thesis 
of the Party opposite—and not confined 
to them, for at different times Mr. Dis- 
raeli lent the weight of his authority to 
it—that the surest preparation for the 
emergency of a great international con- 
flict in which this country might be 
engaged, is not the piling upof armaments, 
but the piling up of financial resources 
with which to meet them. I accept that 
statement only with great qualification. 
War in recent times, perhaps in all times, 
has not been a matter of improvisation. 
Least of all is it possible to improvise 
either the material or the personnel of war 
in the highly scientific and highly trained 
day in which we live. Therefore, in my 
opinion, it would be short-sighted indeed 
if we allowed our defensive forces to fall 
below the highest standard of efficiency 
that we are able to obtain. But I do 
not for a moment deny that second only 
to our naval and military forces for the 
purposes of a great war are the financial 
resources, which indeed depend on the 
efficiency of naval and military strength 
to give them time to develop and us time 
to use them, but which are rather the 
life blood of a struggle of any long 
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the financial policy of the present Govern- 


ment? When Mr. Gladstone studied 
economy and not less the  reduc- 


tion of the naval and military prepara- 
tions of the Empire, he was careful so 
to husband the financial resources he set 
free, that in the case of a great emergency 
they might be readily available to meet 
the financial pressure that might come 
upon us. But that is not what the 
Government are doing now. The finan- 
cial resources which the Government have 
wbandoned are of two kinds. There are 
the taxes which they have abandoned, 
not primarily on the ground that they 
are unnecessary, but on the ground that 
they are intrinsically and on principle 
bad and ought never to have been im- 
posed. The tax on the export of coal 
was abandoned, not because we did not 
want the money that it provided, but 
because the Government objected to it 
on principle and held it to be a tax to 
which we ought in no circumstances to 
have recourse. The sugar tax which they 
are reducing this year fell, in their eyes, 
intothesamecategory. The only reduction 
which has been made, which, in their 
opinion, according to their principles it 
would be legitimate to go back upon, is 
the small reduction of a penny in the 
tea duty. The other reductions which 
have been made on sugar and on coal 
have been possible only by maintaining 
the direct taxes at the full rate at which 
they stood when the Government assumed 
office. They have provided no additional 
resources ; they have, in fact, destroyed 
or abandoned part of the resources on 
which we had to draw when they came 
into office if we were faced with a new 
war. Now, for the purposes of war we 
have two great financial resources. We 
have the amount which we devote under 
normal conditions of peace to the annual 
reduction of the National Debt, and 
which on any great emergency of war we 
can suspend and devote instead to the 
prosecution of the war. We have, in 
addition, the amount by which the taxes 
which we levy can be raised without 
impairing their yield and without in- 
flicting too great a hardship on our 
people. To the resources of taxation 
the Government have added nothing. 
From them they have subtracted much. 
The resources of the Sinking Fund they 
had announced their intention of apply- 
Mr, Austen Chamberlain, 
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ing next year, pot in order to meet 
a great emergency, but in order to help 
them over the financial ‘difficulties 
which they and their policy have 
created. What the effect of the policy 
they have pursued may be on the public 
opinion of the country I do not know, 
I observe that Lord Cromer, approaching 
the question, as I have said, from a very 
different point of view from mine, accuses 
the Government of making a great breach 
in the walls of the stronghold that they 
were put there to defend, and I think it is 
not improbable that the great and in- 
tolerable strain which the Government 
are placing upon our present narrow 
fiscal resources will make more converts 
to fiscal reform than all the speeches 
which fiscal reformers have been deliver: 
ing in the country. For my ow 
part, whatever may be the effect of 
the Budget in helping forward the 
question of tariff reform, of which | 
am anxious to see the fruition, I regret— 
I more than regret, I view with great 
anxiety, the financial situation the Gov- 
ernment has created, and the financial 
liabilities left for other years to meet. 
I do not think it is consistent or honest 
finance to offer to the poorer classes of 
the country the great boon of old-age 
pensions, coupling with it at the same 
time relief from part of the taxation they 
now pay. When such a proposal, essen- 
tially confined to the poorer classes, so 
costly, so vast in its character is made, 
while the Government has a right to call 
on every class in the community to con- 
tribute to this great social reform, it is 
the bounden duty of responsible states- 
men to call on those who will be the 
beneficiaries under the new scheme to 
make some contribution towards the 
expenditure instead of teaching them 
that they can not only receive this boon 
without contributing towards it, but 
receive it in conjunction with relief from 
taxation which they have sbared with 
others who will be excluded from any 
benefit under the scheme. From the 
point of view of national and domestic 
politics this is an unwise step!for the 
Government to take; it sets a bad pre- 
cedent, and in the hands, if not of this 
Government, of those who may follow 
them, will lead to the temptation on the 
part of those seeking entrance to the 
House to purchase the support of the 
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masses in constituencies by raising hopes 
of progressive relief in the same direction. 
On this ground, and because it goes 
dangerously near inaugurating a vast 
system of national political corruption, I 
regret the Budget proposals. I regret 
them because of the strain placed on our 
financial resources at a critical time, and 
because of the encouragement given by 
action and speeches—notably by the| 
Chancellor of the Exchequer—to those 
who are seeking now still further to reduce | 
our naval and military forces, and to rely 
not on defensive preparations, but on 
soft words and good intentions in a situa- | 





stronger measures. 
in this light, I regret that circumstances, 


| 
| 
tion where our contemporaries trust to | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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as a necessary of life. 
absurd to tax families who had only 12s. 
a week to live upon, and to snatch away 
some of their food, in order to give ls. a 
week for tobacco to an old man who 
already had 12s. and only himself to 
keep. 
of our taxes it was unjust to impose any 
taxation at all upon the very poor. 
the other hand, if taxation was con- 


Viewing the Budget | 5°. | 
nation as a whole, and were not merely 


andthe way in which the Government have | 


used their control of business, prevent 
me from taking the opinion of Members 
in a full House. 
have said on the Report stage and only 
regret that the circumstances of 


I do not qualify what I | 


the | 


time have led me to confine my protest to | 


speech, 


*Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston) noted as 
a curious accompaniment to the right 
hon. Gentleman’s argument against the 
action of the Government in passing the 
Qld-age Pensions Bill that he voted for 
that Bill. It was a position not easy to 
understand. The right hon. Gentleman had 
laid great stress on the duty of the Govern- 
ment to retain taxation upon those who 
were to receive the benefit of pensions, 
and, on the surface, the argument was 
attractive ; but, looked at closely, it 
would be seen that, as this was not a pro- 
posal that the taxpayer should provide 
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Surely it was 


If this was to be the destination 
On 


fined to providing for common national 
purposes, he held that, however poor 


| a man was, he ought to contribute some- 


thing to the upkeep of the nation to which 
he belonged, and from what he knew of 
the poorer classes they were willing to do 
so. They realised they were part of the 


concerned with the necessities of life ; 
they did not live for bread alone ; they had 
a pride in their country, and were willing 
to contribute towards national purposes ; 
but, if the new principle was to be 
adopted and taxation used to subsidise 
the moderately poor, it was absurd to 
tax those who were yet poorer. 


*Sirk EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe) 
moved: “That this House declines to 
proceed with a measure which, while 
reducing substantially the tax on sugar, 
the {produce of foreign countries, does 
nothing to relieve the burden of the tax 
on tea, an infinitesimal part of which is 
imported from possessions other than our 
own; and, while parting with a large 


| part of revenue, renders the discharge 
|of prospective obligations of unknown 


his own pension, but that he should | 


provide other people’s, it would be absurd 
to place a burden upon those who were 
considered too poor to pay their own 
pension. If taxation was to be used 
as a means for redressing the inequalities 
of fortune, clearly it would be absurd to 
tax people to provide money for others 
less poor than themselves. That was 
what they were going to do, because the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer remarked 
to the friendly societies deputation that 
wi extra shilling would be given to 
the man with 12s. a week, Which 
he might spend in tobacco. He 
did not know whether the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer 


magnitude embarrassing to the finances 
and injurious to the credit of the 
State.” He assured the House that he 
was not actuated by any considerations 
of a party character, but rather that he 
was filled with unaffected misgivings as 
to the trend and tendency as much as to 
the actual scheme which this year’s 
Budget represented. His hon. friend 
the Member for Preston had just taxed 
his right hon. friend the Member for 
East Worcestershire with inconsistency 


| in not opposing the Old-age Pension Bill, 


and yet with condemning the Budget. 
The inconsistency was only apparent. 
He himself followed exactly the same 
course, and what they objected to was 


| that the Government, in view of the 


| colossal commitments in which they were 
regarded tobacco jinvolved, should light-heartedly part 
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with revenue such as the sugar tax. 
That was the whole point, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would on 
consideration see that there was some 
method in the plan which they had 
pursued. If there was one feature which 
more saliently stood out than another in 
this Bill, it was the determination, im- 
plied if not avowed, to afford no relief to 
the payers of direct taxation. That 
justified their belief that it was in pur- 
suance of a settled policy on the part of 
His Majesty’s Government gradually to 
exonerate and ultimately wholly to re- 
lieve those who contributed to the 
indirect taxation, those who represented 
four-fifths if not seven-eighths of the 
population, in order to maintain the 
present burdens, and to impose fresh 
charges upon the remaining one-eighth. 
That might be magnificent, heroic finance, 
but it was neither business nor practical 
politics. Anything but a moderate in- 
come-tax used to be considered a sort of 
reserve, a kind of nest egg for periods of 
emergency. Under the new dispensation 
we appeared to have changed all that, 
and he could not, therefore, resist the 
conclusion that when times of stress and 
trouble arrived, as they must in the 
chances and changes of European or 
international politics, we should find that 
that egg would assume attenuated and 
shrunken proportions. The Prime Min- 
ister had somewhat lightly repealed the 
coal tax, every shilling of which practi- 
cally was paid by the foreign consumer, 
because he was unable to obtain that 
hard, smokeless coal elsewhere, and 
basing himself upon the well-accepted 
maxims of political economy, he (Sir 
Edward Sassoon) said without fear of 
challenge that the incidence of the 
tax inevitably fell upon the foreigner. 
[Dissent.] If that was doubted he 
would go to the highest authority in the 
House. It would be within the recollec- 
tion of hon. Members that when the 
Prime Minister was asked to abolish the 
tax for the few months that remained in 
1906, the repeal having been already 
decided on, he distinctly refused, on the 
ground that it would mean anything 
over £800,000 to the foreigner. Sir 
George Livesey, also an authority, the 
Chairman of the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company, employing 5,000 hands, 
and the inaugurator of co-operative 


Sir Edward Sassoon. 
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profit sharing, told his shareholders that 
their gas bill for the year immediately 
following that repeal showed an increase 
of no less than £250,000 sterling. Spo 
that a prime ingredient in all industries, 
an article of necessity to every hut and 
cottage, had been raised in price by the 
direct action of the Government, while a 
clear present of £2,000,000 sterling 
vear had been made to foreign manu- 
facturers. That was a curious frame of 
mind on the part of the Government. 
Whenever they were moved by a spirit of 
generosity, it seemed that it was towards 
the foreigner that their yearnings in- 
stinctively turned. He had already 
alluded to the coal tax. They had 
refused to renew the registration duty 
upon corn, which brought in millions 
without in the slightest degree affecting 
the price of bread. But let that pass, 
Now they had the tea and the sugar tax. 
Which of these did the right hon. Gentle- 
man select for relief ? How did they 
stand relatively to each other? Both 
were articles of universal consumption. 
Both had become commodities of neces- 
sary luxury to the poor, but whereas tea 
was imported from our own fellow- 
subjects, which gave employment to 
hundreds of thousands of lowly agricul- 
turists in India and Ceylon, sugar, with 
the insignificant exception of what was 
imported from our West Indian Colonies, 
we got from possessions other than our 
own. The Prime Minister told them 
that the sugar tax was bringing in six 
millions of money, and that that was the 
soundest argument against its being 
lightly touched. Might he ask the right 
hon. Gentleman whether it brought in 
less now ? Under this benevolent ad- 
ministration what were they going to do ! 
Did they relieve tea? Not a bit of it. 
It was sugar that was the object of their 
affections, and as regards tea, there was 
none so poor to do it reverence. ‘This 
incorrigible sub-conscious bias to benefit 
ihe stranger and to ignore one’s own 
people was revealed to the House in the 
altruistic psychology of the Govern- 
ment with an amazing and a monoton- 
ous consistency. The Government were 
engaged, and properly so, in punishing 
those who were endeavouring to foment 
sedition among the ignorant and ill- 
India. But what 


balanced minds in 
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were they doing for the peaceful, the law- 
abiding, and the staunchly loyal portion 
of the people? They talked of con- 
ciliating them, and he was convinced 
they talked sincerely. Here was a 
chance. Let them remove the extra tax 
upon tea, imposed for the purposes of the 
war, and they would have done more to 
convince the Indians of their earnest 
desire to encourage them in the arts of 
peace than any number of those vague 
and nebulous schemes which, from their | 
very nature, must take years to develop 
andtocome tofruition. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer deluded himself into the 
belief that capital was accumulating in this 
country at a rate which he called colossal. 
But it was notorious that capital was leav- 
ing, and had been leaving the country. 
When he ask the Prime Minister a question 
across the floor of the House on that 
very subject, he seemed to belittle this 
remarkable phenomenon, and aaid it 
was to be accounted for by the return 
of capital, by greater vigilance and 
stringency in the collection of revenue, 
and he would make him a puesent of 
a further admission, that some securities 
held abroad had pow entered the dividend 
paying list, but after all was said and 
done, and after all these deductions 
had been made, there still remained a | 
huge amount which had bee» driven 
out of the country. The figures supplied 
by the Board of Inland Revenue testified 
to this. It was true they were getting | 
the interest on the capital, but did the | 
right hon. Gentleman not see that the 
capital went to fertilise and irrigate 
foreign industries abroad, to the detri- 
ment of the British workman at home ? 
Why, we were fast becoming rent 
chargers. We were creating a sort of 
absentee landlordism in British capital. 
Was that a prospect so alluring and 
so satisfactory to the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s financial conscience ? Then there 
was another gross misconception. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, when he 
went upon that ill-starred pilgrimage to 
the shrine of free trade, North-West 
Manchester, indulged in several state- 
ments—promises to working men, thick 
as the showers of Danae, sops to the 
Jews, doles to the Catholics, free bets 
taken and offered about old-age pensions 
—but there was one point which it would 
qe a pity not to rescue from unmerited 
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oblivion. He talked about the expan- 
sion in the exports of cotton fabrics. 
He said, with that picturesqueness of 
language of which he was so great a 
master— 

“Look! See how your industry has pros- 
pered during the last year! There was more 
business in one district of Lancashire than in the 
whole of the United States put together.” 


If the right hon. Gentleman had been ad- 
dressing some befogged and benighted 
electorsin the backwoods or the backwaters 
of the Lake District, he could have under- 
stood it, but he was addressing the most 
enlightened and the most wide-awake 
electors in this country, and the best 
proof of their perspicacity was seen in 
the fact that they had returned his 
hon. friend whom he saw near him to 
represent them in this House. They 
knew what he must charitably assume 
was removed from the purview of the 
right hon. Gentleman’s knowledge, that 
the average price of middling American 
cotton in 1907 was something like 4d. 
a pound higher than it was in 1906, 
and that this increase in the price of 
the raw material represented almost 
within the sixteenth part of a }d. the 
1l per cent. mcrease in the imports 


| over 1906 to which the right hon. Gentle- 


man called attention. To be quite 
accurate, the increase worked out at 
10°08. This represents no increase in 


trade profits, not a penny more in 
wages, not an ounce of extra employ- 
ment. Let him now revert for an 
instant to the problem of fresh sources 
of revenue. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s name was indelibly identified 
with three enactments on the Statute- 
books of the realm which, by universal 
admission, had enured to the industrial 
interests of the country. He (Sir Edward 
Sassoon) was only a humble searcher 
after the truth. He was disposed to 
sit at the feet of this modern Gamaliel, 
and was tempted to ask him why, if 
it was right to protect the outcome of 
a man’s brains and skill, as was done 
in the Patents Act, it should be so 
frightfully wrong to protect another 
man’s unskilled work. Again, why, if 
it was permissible to protect the British 
seaman from the competition and the 
lower standard of living of his foreign 
and Asiatic rival, it should be pure 
anathema to protect his fellow-worker 
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and fellow-subject from the competition 
of the Californian fields, say hops tended 
by Chinese cultivators, or from the 
sweated, certainly tariff-protected and 
bounty-fed, manufactures of the polyglot 
population of the United States. These 
phenomena were sinking into the minds 
of the people here. They were beginning 
to puzzle things out for themselves. 
The Sphinx-like attitude of right hon. 
Gentlemen opposite afforded them neither 
light, leading, nor guidance. He knew 
they did not like the bother of thinking 
out solutions for novel aspects and 
phases of devolution of economic mani- 
festations going on all the world over. 
They could do that with impunity when 
trade was brisk and manufacturers were 
prospering. But now that they had 
entered upon a period of slackening 
activity and deflated trade, when they 
had launched the ship of State upon 
a career of ambitious social reform, 
now that our colonists, tired of knocking 
at our doors, had started arrangements 
with foreign nations, the inevitable 
effect of which must be enormously to 
reduce the preferential advantages they 
spontaneously offered us, were the 
Government still going to rub along, 
to muddle through upon their restricted 
schedule of taxation, gr were they going 
to tamper with the normal operations 


for, the reduction of debt in times 
of peace? From some _ observa- 
tions which fell from the Prime 


Minister, he feared he had given a direct 
incentive to his successor at the Treasury 
to embark upon some such predatory 
enterprise. With heavy Naval Estimates 
looming before us if the Prime Minister’s 
pledge was to be carried out, as they 
hoped and believed it would be, because 
no one in his senses believed that Ger- 
many, who had shown so marvellous 
a tenacity in adhering to her naval 
programme, to the point of borrowing 
at 4 per cent. on onerous terms, to the 
point of straining her credit, was likely 
to relax her efforts in that direction ; 
with considerable prospective demands 
for education, both in its technical and 
social aspects, with large liabilities for 
the Rosyth and Plymouth harbours, 
the lines of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had not fallen on pleasant places. 
Let them embark upon the amelioration 
of the lot of those who toiled and earned 


Sir Edward Sassoon. 
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their bread by the sweat of their brow, 
certainly, but let them not embark 
upon that by means of quack nostrums 
and empirical panacea. Let them throw 
wide their financial net. Let them tax 
moderately the goods upon which foreign 
labour and enterprise had been expended, 
rather than those which, from climatic 
or other reasons, we or our fellow-sub- 
jects abroad do not or cannot produce, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
shown great resource and responsiveness 
in helping British trade. He had the 
knack of assimilating profitably, novel 
ideas. He implored him to look with 
a tender eye upon the state of our 
finances, and in order to emphasise his 
protest he begged to move. 


*Mr. JOYNSON-HICKS (Manchester, 
N.W.) said that after the references to 
North-West Manchester he could not do 
otherwise than second the Amendment, 
which seemed to involve two _ pro- 
positions. First, it raised the ques- 
tion of fiscal reform, and, secondly, the 
question of how the money was to be 
found to meet the large increase of 
expenditure in this country. He should 
have thought that the question raised 
by the Amendment would have appealed 
to those free traders who had the Imperial 
instinct. The proposals did not cut 
across the main line between free trade 
and protection. If the Amendment had 
raised the question of protection he 
would not be voting for it. He was not 
in the ordinary acceptation of the term 
a protectionist, but he had a strong belief 
in that form of Imperial co-ordination 
which we could establish between our- 
selves and the Colonies. What they 
proposed by this Amendment was to 





| relieve the taxes on commodities which 
| were grown in our own Colonies and 
| Dependencies, and keep them on those 
| which were grown in foreign countries. 
| a aig 
| They had lately had a debate on India ; 
they were all proud of India, and they 
| were all desirous that the condition 
of our Indian fellow-subjects should be 
improved in every way possible. Well, 
here was an opportunity for the Govern- 
ment. It was just as easy for them to 
take the tax off tea instead of off sugar. 
There had been as much agitation about 
the tax on tea as about the tax on sugar. 
Tea was just as much an ingredient of 
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the {ree breakfast table as was sugar. | where taxes could be taken off, and 
Every Member _ opposite had spoken in | he appealed to the Chancellor of the 
bygone days in support of the free | Exchequer, if he was to continue to 
breakfast table, and he had always} occupy that position, and introduce 
understood that it involved the remission | more than one Budget, and had money 
of the tax on tea, which was one of the | to give away, to take the taxes off 
principle ingredients of the breakfast|the commodities grown in our own 
table. In giving away a large slice of | Colonies and Dependencies rather than 
revenue, surely our Colonies and De-| off commodities grown in foreign 
pendencies should have the advantage | countries. The second part of the 
of any relief rather than sugar, which| Amendment raised a wider issue than 
was grown almost entirely in foreign | the fiscal question in the first portion of 
countries. He did not like to suggest | the Amendment —namely, as to the un- 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer that | desirability of parting with a large part 
the decision of the Government had} of the revenue before they knew how 
been arrived at in view of the pressing | far the obligations of the Government 
emergency of a particular bye-election, | went. Old-age pensions, of course, in- 
but at all events he thought that the | volved a very large expenditure in years 
Government might have paid some|to come. He represented a constituency 
attention to the exigencies of our own| with very large commercial interests, 
Colonies and Dependencies. He went! and he was bound to tell the Chancellor 
further than the Amendment, and would | of the Exchequer that commercial men 
exempt, so far as he could, Indian tea, | and bankers in Manchester and in Lanca- 
ad levy the tax on China tea, That | cashire were very seriously troubled with 





would not be an infringement of the prin- 
ciple of free trade, though it might be 
a. infringement of the Cobdenite free 
trade of fifty years ago. Without in 
the slightest degree being protectionist, 
aud without in the slightest putting a 
tax on the people of England to bolster 
up English industries, he could see nothing 
whatever to which the consistent free 
wader, brought up in the strict school 
of Manchester, could take objection 
ifinstead of taking the tax oi sugar they 
had taken some of the tax oif Indian tea. 
He had been frequently challenged both 


inthat House and in the country to show | 


how they were going to give a preference 
to the Colonies without puttmg a tax 
on wheat. This Amendment did not 
taise the question of the tax of wheat, 
aud he did not propose to discuss it ; 


but here was an opportunity to the hand | 
of the Government to give preference | 


to one of our Dependencies without im- 
posing on the British public any single 
luther tax on food stuiis. Many of 
them on both sides of the House were 


| regard to the commitments of the country 
in regard to old-age pensions. He knew 
that it was not beyond the wit of the 
| Chancellor ot the Exchequer to provide 
a scheme of contributory old-age pen- 
sions; there were rumours that the right 
hon. Gentleman himself would have 
provided such a scheme, only that a 
scheme had been provided for him by his 
predecessor, the Prime Minister. But 
in regard to the finances of the country, 
having passed a non-contributory scheme, 
it was of no use going back upon that. 
|The hon. Member for Preston had 
challenged the late Chancellor of the 
| Exchequer, his right hon. friend the 
| Member for East Worcestershire, and 
some others for having voted for the 
Old-Age Pensions Bill. He saw no in- 
consistency in it. He had been in favour 
|of old-age pensions for years past. 
They would have preferred a contributory 
scheme, which they believed to be 
perfectly possible—it had been done in 
other countries, and surely it could be 
|done here. However, that had been 





Iuperially inclined, and put a high| ruled out by the Government, and when 
Value on the relations between Great | they brought in their non-contributory 
Britain and her Colonies. They realised, | scheme those of them who were in favour 
moreover, that the Colonies were in| of old-age pensions, knowing that they 
earnest in asking us for some closer| could not get a contributory scheme, 
commercial union between the Colonies | were of course obliged to vote with the 
and the Mother Country. There would} Chancellor of the Exchequer in favour of 
be other opportunities m time to come | such a system as he was prepared to give 
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them. He thought he was consistent 
throughout the consideration of the Bill 
in voting for the eliminaton of all those 
blots upon it which restricted the pen- 
sions. He would be prepared to vote 
in another session for a further removal 
of restrictions on the issue of old-age 
pensions. He very strongly objected 
to the system which prevented a man who 
had benefited his country by saving 10s. 
a week from having a pension. He would 
give a man a greater pension for having 
done good to his country by saving out of 
the 15s. or 20s. a week he had earned than 
to the man who had just slipped through 
life without coming on the Poor Law, 
though in every other respect he had been 
practically a waster and had done no 
real good to his country. He thought 
that they would be bound to recognise 
sooner or later that there would be a very 
large increase in the cost of these pensions ; 
it would be eight, ten, or fifteen millions 
a year. That was why he was strongly 
supporting the second portion of the 
Amendment, and resisted the idea of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in giving 
away this large amount of indirect 
taxation, which he thought they would 
be bound to put back again as soon as 
old-age pensions came into operation, 
unless they had some undiscovered source 
of income which at present had not been 
brought before the House. This system 
of finance, he wished to point out to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, did not 
commend itself to the merchants and 
bankers and traders of the country, 
though it might commend itself to some 
of those remoter constituencies where 
the finances of the country were not 
considered ; but in the City of London, 
Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, and 
the great financial centres there was very 
considerable unrest at the present 
moment. They had all been told that 
Consols would go up when the price of 
money went down, but money was 
cheaper to-day than ever it had been since 
the Government had come into power, 
yet the price of Consols had not risen 
in accordance, as was expected, with the 
cheapness of money. Income-tax re- 
mained as high as it was before, and his 
hon. friend had toldthem that there was a 
falling off in trade in all the great com- 
mercial centres of the country. There- 
fore, he suggested that it was an inop- 
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portune moment to dispense with the 
revenue from sugar. At all events they 
might have kept it as one of those 
nest-eggs, about which the Prime Minis. 
ter had told them some years ago, for old- 
age pensions. But when they came to 
the Old-Age Pensions Bill this year the 
nest-egg did not exist. About a million 
and a quarter had to be provided (and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had thrown 
away a portion of his revenue), partly 
for old-age pensions, partly for the Navy, 
and partly for expenditure on education. 
They should think twice and thrice before 
dispensing with indirect taxes which were 
not felt half as much as direct taxation, 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out all the words after the word 
‘ that,’ to the end of the Question, in order to add 
the words ‘ This House declines to proceed with 
a measure which, while reducing substantially 
the tax on sugar, the produce of foreign countries, 
does nothing to relieve the burden of the tax on 
tea, an infinitesimal part of which is imported 
from possessions other than our own; and, 
while parting with a large part of revenue, ren- 
ders the discharge of prospective obligations 
of unknown magnitude, embarrassing to the 
finances and injurious to the credit of the 
State.’ ”—(Sir Edward Sassoon.) 


Question proposed, ‘That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” 


Tue CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. Lioyp-Groreeg, Car- 
narvon Boroughs): The right hon. Gentle: 
man who introduced the debate has 
complained amongst other things that 
the Bill has been postponed to a very 
late period of the session. I do not think 
it is absolutely without precedent, and 
I am not sure that he himself is not 
responsible for a precedent even worse 
than ours. In 1904 I understand the 
Budget did not secure its final passage 
until about Ist August. I do not think 
there is really very much in it this year 
apart altogether from precedent, because 
practically we have been discussing 
nothing but the Budget in one shape 
or another for the last two or three 
months. The old-age pensions were 
discussed on the First and Second 
Reading and then we had very prolonged 
discussions upon the Old-Age Pensions 
Bill, and practically the whole of the 
summer has been taken up in the dis- 
cussion of the Budget. We have really 
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had nothing else, and I do not think, 
therefore, the Opposition can complain 
that we postponed the debate on our 
fnancial proposals to so late a period 
of the session as not to afford a full oppor- 
tunity for criticism. When I come to 
the more substantial part of his criticism, 
Jam not sure that I quite understand 
what it is. It is rather vague, if I may 
say so. He has used phrases about the 
intolerable strain and about no provision 
being made for it, but what does he 
mean? There is only one strain upon 
the taxpayers in the Budget beyond 
what this Government inherited from 
its predecessors, and that is the strain 
of old-age pensions. Is that what the 
right hon. Gentleman objects to ? 
Because if not I really am absolutely 
it a loss to know what his criticism is 
lirected against, and I think it would 
have been fairer to the House and to 
those who take an interest in our debates, 
if the right hon. Gentleman were to 
formulate distinctly what his grievance 
isagainst the Government. If he thinks 
we ought not to have made the old-age 
pension proposal he ought to have 
said so. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: I 
am very loth to interrupt, but I do not 
wish the right hon. Gentleman to be 
wder any misapprehension as to my 
views. I did not divide the House against 
the Old-Age Pensions Bill. I should have 
voted for the Third Reading if Ihad been 
uthe House at the moment. Butit isnot 
that Bill standing by itself which is the 
gavamen of the charge I made; it 
8 the imposition of large though un- 
ertain liabilities which are bound to 
gow, simultaneously with the remissior 
ita large part of our resources for the 
mancial burdens. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I now under- 
itand. The right hon. Gentleman does 
it object to the imposition of the 
urden; what he objects to is to pay 
or it. The right hon. Gentleman re- 
tesenting the Opposition on this occasion 
toes not protest against the addition 
‘0 £6,000,000 or £7,000,000 to the burdens 
if the country at all. He objects to 
the absence of any provision to meet 
‘hat burden. I think he also rather 
unted that he objects to the indefinite 
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character of the burden. Really he 
has close acquaintance with the subject, 
and he must realise that that is not a 
fair criticism. I do not care what 
Government brings forward a scheme of 
old-age pensions or what the character 
of the scheme ; it is bound to be more or 
less indefinite in the actual amount of 
the burden, whether it is a contributory 
scheme, a Danish or French, a Belgian, 
or a Colonial scheme, or a scheme of the 


right hon. Gentleman’s distinguished 
relative. Any scheme that has ever 


been submitted is bound to be more or 
less conjectural in amount. £1,000,000 
or even £2,000,000 one way or the other 
must be a matter of experience of the 
first two or three years. Every scheme 
is liable to that. That might be an 
objection to undertaking the thing at 
all, but the right hon. Gentleman does 
not say so. He does not object to our 
having old-age pensions. He will not 
bind himself down to that. The right 
hon. Gentleman next said that the situa- 
tion in Europe is such that the pension 
scheme ought not to be entertained now 
but ought to be put off. That is really 
a very serious thing, especially when you 
are dealing with old people. I never 
recollect a time in politics when the 
situation in Europe was not serious. It 
is always the present state of Europe. 
You may shift the particular quarter 
from which the menace comes. At one 
time it might be the East or the Far 
East; the next it would be nearer. I 
have seen it as near as the French coast. 
Within the last five or six years people 
were talking glibly and solemnly about 
the prospect of war with France. There 
were prospects of invasion and plens for 
invasion. But that has shifted and now 
nobody ever dreams of that. Now there 
is another Empire which is supposed to 
be just as threatening. But this will go 
ov from year to year and generation to 
generation, as it has done in the past, 
until nations realise the folly of scowling 
at each other and sharpening their knives 
to plunge into each other, and spending 
gigantic sums of money which might be 
more profitably utilised for the purpose 
of improving the condition of their own 
people. There is no nation which 
has not got its social problems, its 
poverty and destitution, and it would be 
far better for all countries if, instead of 
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spending £400,000,000 a year on muni- 
tions of war, they would come to a mutual 
understanding that two or three reasonabl: 
individuals could easily have arrived at 
long ago for the purpose of improving the 
condition of their own poor population. 
You cannot wait until this thing passes 
over. I hope it is not a permanent 
phase of human character, and that it 
will eventually pass away. But when 
the right hon. Gentleman talks about the 
present menacing condition of things I 
must point out that the condition has 
improved. Formerly there were three or 
four nations which were said to be hostile 
to us. We were always half-quarrelling 
with Russia about the Far East, and with 
France about Africa and other parts of 
the world. The differences have now all 
been removed, and so far from the con- 
dition beg worse than it has ever 
been it is very much better. And what is 
the use of trying to create an atmosphere 
of suspicion and distrust and ill-will by 
constantly talking about some Power 
going to attack us, as if we are on the look- 
out to strike them or they to strike us ¢ 
That is the way people come to blows. 
I am perfectly certain that if social reform 
is to be postponed until foolish people cease 
to write wild articles in newspapers to 
create distrust and malice and enmity 
between one nation and another, human 
hearts may well despair, for nothing will 
be done. I think that if we were placed 
in the position of having to defend 
ourselves against any foreign nation 
that wanted to make an attack upon us 
our resources are ample—should there be 
such persons—and we have enough and 
to spare afterwards to look after our own 
people at home. Ido not think the right 
hon. Gentleman’s argument, or Lord 
Cromers, with every respect to Lord 
Cromer, is a good and sound one, that 
we should put off all social reform until 
people have ceased to write leading 
articles about prospective invasions of 
each other’s territory. The right hon. 
Gentleman proceeded to say that it is not 
so much the fact of old-age pensions that 
he objected to but that it is not the way 
he would have done it if he had been 
responsible, He said what he objects to 
is that although we impose this burden 
on the country we make no provision 
for it. Here again what does he mean 
by making provision? Does he mean 
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that the Government should have brought 
in a Bill this year to impose a burden of 
seven millions upon the country when we 
do not require more than one or two 
millions # What is the use of raising 
taxation, not to meet a burden, but in 
order to show you. can do it when the 
occasion arises—to show Germany and 
everybody else that if you did want it 
you really coulddoit 4 The Government 
du not want to put on more taxation 
than is really required to meet the burden 
of the year, because they do not want to 
withdraw that six millions from trade, 
Surely the right hon. Gentleman does 
not mean that we ought to raise the six 
millions of taxation this year? Then 
what does the right hon. Gentleman mean 
by an “intimation”? Of one thing I 
can assure the right hon. Gentleman, and 
that is that the Government are not 
going to follow the example of the late 
Government in meeting the current 
liabilities of the year by borrowing. But 
if the right hon. Gentleman means by 
“intimation” to go beyond that, then 
what sort of tax will he impose / Surely 
the right hon. Gentleman knows, as a 
former Chancellor of the Exchequer, that 
the last thing which a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer can do is to “ intimate ” that 
he is going to tax a certain commodity. 
If I did this, then the right hon, Gentleman 
ought to know that in a short time there 
would be no commodity to tax. Is it to be 
urged also that I should indicate clearly 
now how I am to distribute my direct or 
indirect taxation next year, and to what 
extent I shall tax any particular com- 
modity ? The right hon. Gentleman 
knows well that that is impossible. No 
such grotesque demand has ever been 
made upon a Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
What then does the right hon, Gentleman 
mean by “intimation” ¢ I can give no 
“intimation” for the sufficient reason 
that I am not so simple as to tell people 
in advance what exactly are the things 
that I am going to tax. I am, therefore, 
at a loss to know what this “,solemn 
fact” of the Budget means. ‘The right 
hon. Gentleman does not object to old- 
age pensions, which is the only additional 
burden, and I cannot understand the 
motive of the right hon, Gentleman when 
he urges that taxes ought to be raised 
and that information should be give 
of the ‘tax, that J | shall impose. 
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The hon. Member for Hythe objected to 
the sugar tax. But the difference be- 
tween tea and sugar is that one article 
js a raw material of industry and the 
other is not. Sugar is the raw material 
of some very important industries. It 
is by our supply of cheap sugar that we 
get our start in the competition with 
foreign countries, and therefore a tax on 
sugar must to a certain extent impair 
our chances of competing in one of the 
markets at least for our custom. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN : The 
tight hon. Gentleman forgets the draw- 
back. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : The existence 
of a drawback does not really make a 
difference. There are drawbacks im 
America, but the Americans have no 
chance of competing with us in foreign 
markets because we have no tax on 
imports. 


Sir EDWARD SASSOON : 


reduction reach the consumer ? 


Does the 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I know it is 
urged that the tax does not reach the 
consumer. If the tax had been reduced 
only a half, the reduction might not have 
reached the consumer. It would have 
got into the pockets of the middleman ; 
but the Government made the reduction 
over a half so as to make it certain that 
the consumer obtained relief. Then the 
hon. Member said it was notorious that 
capital was leaving our shores for foreign 
countries. But a good deal of our trade 
depends upon that system of investment. 
Take the case of Argentina, where we have 
invested very heavily. Our trade with 
Argentina has grown enormously within 
the last few years, due very largely to the 
fact that every great investment in 
Argentina is an investment of British 
capital. This country is supposed to 
have invested between £100,000,000 and 
£200,000,000 there; and the result is 
that our trade has gone up to £20,000,000 
a year. No country in the world can 
touch us in respect of trade with 
Argentina, 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN : The 
comparative trade return with South 
America and the Argentina does not bear 
out that statement. 
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Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes, it does. 
If the right hon. Gentleman takes the 
Argentine alone he will see that there 
has been an enormous increase during 
the last few years in trade with the 
Argentine, and I attribute that fact 
largely to the circumstance that we get 
the advantage of being a free trade 
country, combined with the investment of 
enormous sums of money in that country. 
The Argentine does not send us cash to 
pay dividends on capital; it pays in 
goods. The same fact is seen in our 
shipping trade. There has been an 
enormous increase of trade between 
Argentina and this country in shipping. 
Thus it is not a circumstance to be de- 
plored that we have invested capital 
abroad. We are the richest country in 
the world, and therefore we have much 
more money to spend, and we can invest 
it abroad. The hon. Member is wrong 
when he imagines that it has been only 
in the last two or three years that there 
has been a great flight of sovereigns from 
this country to other parts of the world. 
On the contrary, there is a return of 
capital which showed that the greatest 
increases were in 1903, 1904, and 1905. 
Indeed, since the Government came into 
power there has been some arrest in the 
progression of increase. Since the 
Government came into power the con- 
fidence in British industry seemed to 
have been restored to such an extent 
that the investment of British capital on 
3ritish soil has rather increased in com- 
parison with the rate of investments 
abroad. The adventures in “ indus- 
trials” outside the United Kingdom 
have been £14,000,000, £17,000,000, 
£19,000,000, £20,000,000, and £21,000,000 
in respective years; and “ industrials” 
are a far more important test than 
Colonial and other securities. British 
capital, therefore, instead of being in- 
vested at home, was being invested abroad 
in the earlier period; but the former 
increase of about £5,000,000 has since 
been £2,000,000 in the return from 
abroad. There are only one or two more 
points [ wish to refer t+. 


“aoe 


Srr GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 





I would like to‘ask the right hon.'Gentle- 
man whether it is not{possible that the 
decrease is due to the disturbed industrial 
jcondition in the United States during 
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the last year and a half? It is not a 
normal period, but an abnormal period, 
on which the right hon. Gentleman has 
based his contrast. 
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Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am glad 
of the interruption. The hon. Gentle- 
man, who is a pronounced tariff reformer, 
has confessed that the conditions are 
so bad in the greatest Protectionist 
country in the world that really they 
cannot meet the interest on the money 
we have invested in their industrial 
concerns. 


Sm GILBERT PARKER: I said 
* disturbed industrial conditions.” 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I say that 
disturbance diminishes profits, and that 
T should not like to see the cause 
of that disturbance encouraged in this 
country. I am not sure but that the 
disturbance is the result of protection, 
and that is why I do not wish to see the 
trade of this country disturbed by the 
introduction of such a system as exists 
in the United States. It is perfectly 
true that the industrial condition is 
disturbed there. A very good word! 
It creates such a sense of insecurity to 
trade and industry that profits are 
diminished, and there has been an arrest 
of the progress of investment from this 
country. People are afraid of it, and 
they prefer to retain their money in a 
free trade country. 


Strr GILBERT PARKER: Does the 
right hon. Gentleman suggest that that 
is due to the protective conditions in 
the United States ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Certainly, that 
is largely what produces these great fluc- 
tuations. It is an artificial state’ of the 
industrial system. The temperature at 
one moment is very high, and the next 
moment it is below normal. It is due 
to this artificial system. They have 
closed the windows, pulled down the 
blinds, and stopped all the ventilators, 
and they are living in this heated atmos- 
phere produced by tariffs with neither 
light nor air. That sort of thing does 
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foster the growth of certain fungi. These 
are the conditions under which they are 
grown—artificial manure and artificial 
heat and light. That is the cause of 
the suffering which we witness there 
while our industries are going up enor. 
mously. There is a constant arrest of 
profits in protected countries which jt 
would be worth while for the hon. Mem. 
ber for Gravesend to study more than 
he has done. I come back to the point 
with which I was about to deal when [ 
was interrupted by the hon. Member, 
I come back to Lancashire, to which the 
hon. Member for Hythe confined himself 
—back to Lancashire with its prosperous 
cotton industry from the United States 
with its troubled finance. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: Is 
the right hon. Gentleman aware of the 
reduction of wages in Lancashire ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: That is 
another of the lessons which the right 
hon. Gentleman has yet to learn. All 
countries depend on markets either at 
home or abroad. Where you get all 
these microbes away from the natural 
light and heat you get the state of the 
markets which has been described. It 
reacts upon us, but to nothing like the 
extent to which it exists in the pro 
tected country. You have not here 
an enormous amount of railway rolling 
stock lying idle,and you have not 30or 
40 per cent. of the working classes out 
of employment. In France they have 
actually had to start distress committees 
in the textile districts. We have not 
come to that yet. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: You may 
next year, 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The hon. 
Member is making himself very happy 
over the prospect of having relief and 
distress committees next year. I hope 
he will be disappointed, and I am sure 
that will be the feeling of every right- 
minded man, whatever opinions we 
have on controversial matters one way 
or another. The fact is we cannot 
support a gamble in suffering for the 
sake of any system. Let me point out 
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to the hon. Gentleman who said that 
the increase in cotton was entirely due 
in Lancashire to the increase in the price 
of the raw material, that it is not merely 
an increase in the price, but an increase 
in the yards. 


Sr EDWARD SASSOON: You 
mean in the quantity. 
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes, in 


quantity. It was not necessary to go 
to Lancashire for that information. If 
the hon. Member had only taken a walk as 
far as the library he would have found it 
out. If he will study the statistics, he 
will find that there is an enormous in- 
crease in the yards. There is an increase 
of 38,000,000 yards. The hon. Member 
gave me a piece of information, and I 
am very glad to return the compliment. 


Sim EDWARD SASSOON: May I 
remind the right hon. Gentleman that 
the increase in the price of the raw 
material is nearly 11 per cent. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: That is 
where the skill of Manchester comes in. 
They are able, in spite of the price of 
the raw material, still to sell all 
these commodities to the world, and 
at the same time to keep their customers 
perfectly happy. That is really the 
system of an intelligent free trade 
community, and I hope the hon. Member 
will not press me for any further ex- 
planation. So much for the past. The 
right hon. Gentleman said that this is 
not the time to restrict the schedule of 
taxes, Here again you increased your 
burdens. Well, we have been diminish - 
ing our burdens. My own view is that 
you ought to diminish your unproductive 
expenditure and increase your productive 
expenditure. That is the first principle 
of business. You do not always benefit 
« business by merely cutting down. 
On the contrary, you can wreck a business 
by cutting down. I agree that the first 
principle of business is that you should 
hot spend a penny piece more upon 
any branch of a business than is abso- 
lutely necessary. . You should not spend 
anything for what is unproductive it 
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freely and boldly upon every extension 
of business which is of real benefit to 
your trade. That is the principle we 
have followed here, and that is why I 
have watched with a jealous eye and 
scrutinised rigidly every penny spent 
on armaments. I hope that that will be 
the first principle of every Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. It was the principle of 
the greatest financier this country has 
ever produced, Mr. Gladstone, that 
every penny spent beyond what 
is necessary for absolute security is 
money thrown away, and that every 
penny spent unnecessarily is a menace 
to other countries. It provokes and 
irritates, and creates other expenditure 
which may end in disaster. That has 
been the lesson of every unnecessary 
expenditure which has been incurred. 
That does not mean that any Chancellor 
of the Exchequer is ever going to propose 
to cut down our expenditure on arma- 
ments below the level of absolute security, 
and I should be the last to propose that. 
When the right hon. Gentleman says 
that this is not the time to restrict the 
schedule of taxes, he hints that you 
should increase the number of things 
you tax. It is not the goods you tax 
that pay the tax. A tax on a parcel 
of sugar does not pay the tax; a tax 
on acanister of tea does not pay the tax. 
It is the person who consumes the 
article who pays. [An Hon. MEMBER : 
Or produces it.] Well, I will not go 
into that argument now. The consumer 
is the man who pays, and if, instead 
of having six taxes, you had 600, you 
would not be increasing the resources of 
the country by increasing the number 
of things you tax. It is one of the most 
fundamental, and one of the erudest 
errors ever advanced that the moment 
you begin to tax 1,000 instead of ten 
commodities you are by some magic 
means increasing the resources of the 
country. The right hon. Gentleman 
talked about destroying our resources. 
We began by taking more than half the 
duty off the sugar duty, by taking a 
penny off the tea duty, and by remitting 
the tax on coal. Then we are told that 
we are destroying our recources. It 
is the first time that I have ever heard 
of a country destroying its resources 


by taking away a tax. If it is a resource 


you can avoid it, and you shoula spend jat all it is still there. The right hon. 
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Jentleman talked about the safety of 
the State as being far more important 
than reductions in the expenditure on 
the Army or Navy. If it is necessary 
to reimpose the taxes we have taken 
off for armaments or war, the com- 
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give £7,000,000 to the old people of this 
country, that we are either to leave them 
to starvation or to abandon the country 
to the mercy of Germany or any other 
Power: such wild talk has nothing in 
common with the facts of the case. We 
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modities are there, and we can do these 
things again. The people of this country 
will consume sugar although the tax 
is taken off. They will drink tea although 
the tax is only 5d. instead of 6d., and they 
will drink it if the tax is 7d. instead of 
5d. if the time ever comes when you 
require these resources. I do not under- 
stand the right hon. Gentleman when 
he talks about destroying the resources 
of the country by taking off taxes. On 
the contrary, we say that you do not. 
What we do at the present moment 
is to set them on one side. 
a 
ti 8 

Mr. AUSTEN 
am glad to hear you say that, but it was 
very different from what was said by the 
spokesman of the Government when they 
too k the taxes off. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I think the 
right hon. Gentleman has been presup- 
posing a sort of Armageddon when we 


shall be fighting everybody in the 
world, when it will be necessary to 
tax everything. I deprecate all this 


lugubrious talk, as if we are at the end 
of our resources. It is not true. As 
a matter of fact, our taxation is much 
less than it was when the right hon. 
Gentleman left office, and during the last 
ten years the income which has passed 
under survey for income-tax has increased 
to the extent of £220,000,000 a year. 
Our taxation during that period has 
increased probably by £20,000,000 or 
£30,000,000, or about one-tenth ; but the 
taxable resources of the country have 
mereased by nine-tenths of that amount, 
so that to talk as if we are at the end of 
our resources is not doing justice to the 
power of this country. And, if anything, 
it is doing harm to this extent—that it 
does encourage foreign countries to 
imagine that, now we have got to the end 
of our power, we have got to choose 
between social reform and the end of our 
country. This country is not put to 
that option. We are a long way off that. 
And really to say, when we propose to 


Mr. Lloyd-George. 


CHAMBERLAIN: 1} 


need do neither. We are not yet driven 
to the resource of Germany—to borrow 
money for defence. But if there were a 
| real danger, there is no Chancellor of the 
ixchequer who would hesitate for a 
moment to pledge the credit of the 
country to make it secure from prospec. 
tive attack from any quarter. We have 
got command of the sea and are free from 
invasion. Nobody can calculate what 
that means to the country and no Govem- 
| ment, whether Liberal or Conservative, js 
ever going to run the danger or even the 
risk of forfeiting that for a moment. | 
agree with the hon. Member that there js 
}a temporary lapse in our trade; but 
trade is like 9 tide—it comes and goes, 
| You have got your ebb and you have got 
| your tidal wave which sweeps away much. 
The spring tide has passed; we are in 
| for the neap, but the spring will come 
jagain. That is the history of our trade. 
| We have got our winters and summers, 
| but every time that there is a bit of a 
jlapse in trade there is a considerable 
number of people who say our trade is 
going. If they would only look at the 
experience of the past they would know 
{that their fears are groundless, And, 
;at any rate, if this is a time when trade 
|is on the dcewn grade for the moment, it is 
not the time for a great ceuntry like this, 
sure of its resources, with its industrial 
powers founded on the most solid founda- 
tions that any industrial country of the 
world has ever seen, to say: “ We wil 
begin to economise, to stint, to draw in- 
rot in armanents, but in providing for the 
aged poor.” This project is a great one. 
It is not my conception. I[t belongs to 
the Prime Minister. It has been my 
pride that my right hon. friend has given 
me the privilege and the opportunity of 
taking a humble share in piloting through 
this House a Budget which is the one 
Budget in my recollection in this House 
in which money has been raised for the 
poor, the unfortunate, and the destitute. 





Sm GILBERT PARKER said 
there was one thing quite certall, 
and that was that the change of office 
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had not changed the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s charm of style, or the influence of 
his speeches upon his audience; but 
even while they fell under the spell 
of his eloquence the natural, and, should 
he call it, the tariff reform intelligence, 
reasserted itself. He was therefore dis- 
posed to make one or two criticisms on 
what the hon. Gentleman had just stated. 
He would not follow the right hon. 
Gentleman in his peroration on old-age 
pensions which had naturally moved all 
of them; and if the Opposition did not 
criticise the provision for the poor of 
which the right hon. Gentleman had 
spoken, it was not because they 
believed that the measure put forward 
by the right hon. Gentleman and his 
colleagues was the best for relieving the 
necessities of the poor. They had asked 
the hon. Gentleman and his colleagues 
to show the House and the country the 
sources, not the resources, from which 
the Government was going to get the 
money for the old-age pensions. The 
right hon. Gentleman made play with 
the term ‘‘ resources,” but he knew 
perfectly well that what the Opposition 
meant was the sources from which the 
right hon. Gentleman said he was certain 
he knew where he was going to get his 
money 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he really 
did not know what the hon. Gentleman 
meant, or what he wanted to know from 


him. 


Sirk GILBERT PARKER said he 
thought he was quite clear in saying 
that the Opposition did not know the 
sources from which the right hon. Gentle- 
man was going to get his money to pay 
for old-age pensions. The Opposition 
said there was a very narrow basis of 
taxation on tea, sugar, and certain other 
necessaries of life. They said that the 
income-tax was at a war rate, and that 
the liquor trade was taxed heavily. It 
was quite possible that the right hon. 
Gentleman was going to find a new source 
of taxation, a new foundation of finance, 
and he thought that the Opposition were 
entitled to ask the right hon. Gentleman 
where he was going to get the money 


for this vast scheme, this far-reaching | 
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permanent demand on our fiscal system. 
The Prime Minister had never answered 
the question, nor had the right hon. 
Gentleman. In referring to the subject 
of indirect taxation, he did not think 
the right hon. Gentleman had put the 
case quite fairly. They on the Opposition 
side said that if taxation was placed on 
a very few articles, by increasing that 
taxation consumption was lessened, and 
therefore the return from the taxation 
of those articles which was needed to 
make up the annual Budget was lessened. 
Did not the right hon. Gentleman see 
that it would be better if the taxation 
were placed upon a series of articles 
which would not press heavily on the 
individual article, and therefore would 
not necessarily lessen consumption? The 
Opposition were reasonable in showing 
that such a system was found effective 
in almost every other country in the 
world. The right hon. Gentleman was 
an Imperiatist ; he did not shrink from 
that term being applied to himself; did 
he not think it, therefore, strange that 
there was not a single British Colony 
which, starting with free trade, had not 
come ultimately to adopt the principle 
of indirect taxation? All that the Oppo- 
sition asked was that the arguments 
which they put forward might be treated 
with due respect. They were not a 
handful of people advocating a policy 
of indirect taxation. They  repre- 
sented far greater constituencies and 
a far greater number of people than 
the right hon. Gentleman. They might 
be wrong; it was quite possible; but 
at any rate, they ought, when they were 
bringing forward their views, to be list- 
ened to with common courtesy. The 
right hon. Gentleman’s reference to the 
United States was not entirely felicitous 
from his own standpoint. He did not 
think that his remarks were very well 
founded. Hon. Members below the 
gimgway were aware that unemploy- 
ment in this country was last month 
8 per cent., which was double what it 
was for the same month of last year. 
It did not become the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to talk as if we were free from 
embarrassment in this country from 


want of employment whilst the United 
States were suffering. He himself had 
only recently returned from the United 
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States, and knew the disturbed condi- 
tions there. But the right hon. Gentle- 
man suggested that the disturbed con- 
dition of the United States was due to 
protection. After all, there was no 
sharper statesman in this country than 
the right hon. Gentleman, and he made 
that point. Whether the point did 
true justice to his knowledge of the in- 
formation conveyed to him by the De- 
partment over which he presided was 
another matter. The United States was 
passing through a crisis which this 
country would also have to pass through. 
We also had trusts. Trusts were growing 
and developing under our system of 
free trade every day. There were British 
trusts which were springing up in various 
parts, yndicates which existed for con- 
trolling prices, in restraint of trade. In 
the engineering trade particularly had 
these great trusts and syndicates sprung 
up in restraint of trade. They were 
absolutely opposed to the free trade 
which hon. and right hon. Gentlemen 
oppos te so strongly and properly, as 
thy believed in it, advocated. He 
suggested that it was such trusts in the 
United States, trusts which the President 
had strongly attacked by the passage of 
laws to restrain them,that had been the 
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country when this £200,000,000 went 
for investment to foreign lands? (ip. 
tainly the interest was paid in goods, 
but was nothing lost in the wages which 
would have been paid if this money was 
invested here? He did not quarrel with 
investments abroad, but he did say that 
the right hon. Gentleman was wrong 
when he argued that the only thing we 
had to consider was the dividend that 
came from that investment. He ven- 
tured to say, and many free traders in 








cause of the disturbance of trade and | 


want of employment in America. Did 
anybody with any sense—did the right 
hon. Gentleman with the information 


at his disposal really believe the United | 
States was in a paralysed condition with | 


regard to her industries or her trade? 
The United States had suffered a check, 
but she would recover from it. 


so, and the right hon. Gentleman was 
neither fair nor just in suggesting that 
this momentary check, this disturbance 


of trade in the United States was due to | 


the fiscal system there. The right hon. 


Gentleman spoke of investments abroad. | 
He spoke of the Argentine, with his | 


usual brilliancy, as the most gorgeous 
flower of the bunch of the South 
American republics. The Argentine was 
precisely the country where money was 
invested because it was an agricultural 
country. 
had observed, and entirely accurately, 
the interest of the money invested was 
paid in goods. But did he seriously 
suppose that nothing was lost to this 


Sir Gilbert Parker. 


Her | 


vast resources would enable her to do | 


As the right hon. Gentleman | 


the House would agree with him, that 
if we could have kept the money, that 
£200,000,000, in this country— 


An HON. MEMBER: 
nothing for it to do. 


We had 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: The hon. 
Gentleman said we had nothing for it 
to do; that was exactly the point to 
which he was coming. 


Mr. J. M. HENDERSON (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) said we iad plenty of 
capital for all our industries and then 
£200,000,000 to spare. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER asked if the 
hon. Gentleman suggested that there were 
no wide opportunities for developing 
British industries. Did he know that 
what the right hon. Gentleman said in 
1903 was true; that some industries 
had disappeared altogether ; that some 
were disappearing, and that others were 
only holding their own by meeting com- 
petition by a strenuous fight to the 
'death. Was not there a disappearance 
| of industrv if we had not the raw moaterial 
worked up from the lowest to the highest ! 
|The United States admitted nearly as 
much raw material free as she taxed. 
If we worked up all our raw meterial 
|in this country, woald the hon. Gentle- 
man or any other Member of the House 
suggest there would not be more scope 
‘for British capital? They thought the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer treated this 
matter far too lightly. The right hon. 
'Gentleman never did himself justice 
in his conduct in the House, because 
|his attitude was bound by conditions 


| imposed upon bim at the last election and 
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py his followers behind him. It was 
only in his own Departmert that he 
gave his mind thet opportunity which 
some day, if they were not mis.aken, 
would leed him and others into the 
of indirect taxation in order to 
revenue from sources which hed 
too long disregarded, and which, until 
they were regarded, would exclude from 
the National profit those sources of 
taxation. 


seek 
been 


Me. C. E. PRICE (Edinburzh, Central) 
quoted an extract from the Report of the 
American Consul at Manchester. 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER (Liverpool, 
Everton) pointed out that the amount 
of bales of cotton used in America and 


bales used in this country and that the 


the bales used in the country. 


An HON. MEMBER : 


figures / 


What are the 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER | s2id he 
had not the exact figures, but they 
were given recently in the Outlook 
and they had never been challenged. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, towards 
the end of his speech, had dealt with the 
fact that the Opposition supposed that 
he was at the end of his resources of 
taxation. Where that charge had come 
from he did not know, but it was an easy 
one to set up a howl at. Their complaint, 
however, was not that this country was 
at the end of its resources for taxation, 
but that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
the country that they were going to 
attack the income-tax paver and the 
Sinking Fund in order to meet the 
enormous deficit which must arise on 
the expenditure next vear. It 
very serious point to be met. 
regard to the sources of taxation from 
which this new expenditure was to come, 
the Prime Minister in his speech as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer when in- 
troducing the Budget had distinctly 
mentioned those sources as the sources 
from which he desired to obtain the 


Was a 


path | 
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monies to. pay for old-age pensions. 
Though the right hon. Gentleman did 
not directly state that the Sinking Fund 
was to be one of them a reference was 
made to the Sinking Fund which sug- 
gested that the right hon. Gentleman or 
his successor might go to that source to 
carry the pension scheme further. The 
complaint was that such a statement as 
that, combined with the reduction 
of the sugar duties, showed that the 
money for the expenditure for old- 


age pensions was to be found by 
one particular set of taxpayers. 


Labour had had its day and was now 
e.rning its full reward from the | enches 
opposite, and one of the reasons why 
the City was so depressed was that men 
would not lend them money; and why 


|ships were going without cargoes, and 
Germany largely exceeded the amount of | 


railways without full wagons, was be- 


| cause there was not a capitalist now who 
proportion of bales used in Germany and | 
America increased in greater ratio than | 


had the slightest confidence in what 
was going to happen to this country, 


| because of the financial attacks which 


were made on them. It was very rare 
that a word was said on behalf of the 
capital interests of the country. In 


{ . e's . 
his opinion they were the saving classes, 
| and it was the savings of capital which 


created the money which was found to 
pay labour. They had nothing this 
session except a tax on every interest 


|connected with capital, and the result 
| was seen in the depressed state of trade. 
| One of the great pioneers of industry 
| told him recently that he wished he was 


| out 


of this country, because it was 


; almost impossible now not to feel that 


any man who had any interest in looking 


|after the diffusion of capital was the 


present Parliament ? 


igod 


enemy of the Government. That was 
his reason tor saying that with reference 


ito the reduction of the sugar duty it 
chequer had so arranged the finances of 


was premature, and in face of the 
enormous expenditure to be incurred 
next year, it was unwise. Had the 
gold reserves been touched by the 


They all recollected 
the dreadful panic that afflicted the 
commercial world during last winter, 
and at that time the outery was that the 
reserves should dealt with. 
The bankers on the opposite side of the 
House had not been able to influence the 
Government, and nothing had been done 
to alter the position that were the enor- 
mous amounts due from the savings 


be 


a 
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banks there was not an atom of gold in 
the Bank of England to represent them. 
The Government would have been better 
advised to deal with that question, and 
not to reduce the sugar duty. The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had talked a great 
deal about the reduction of liabilitiesof the 
Sinking Fund, but what did that mean ? 
He paid so much off and said he was 
clever and had paid off money running 
at 24 per cent., but in Transvaal Loans, 
local loans funds, and Irish Land stock 
he was incurring on British responsibility 
equal amounts with interest at 3 per cent., 
so that the debt was not diminished 
in any way whatever. As between the 
Government and the public the debt 
remained the same. He would like to 
congratulate the Government on the 
clause which related to the duty on 


Adjournment 


tobacco produced in Irelana, because | 


breach of free trade 
which they knew must in the end 
bring down the wall of free trade. 
One of the laws of free trade was that if 
they had a duty for revenue purposes 


that was a 


they must impose an equal excise duty | 


on any article of that description manu- 


factured or grown in the country in which | 


the tax arose, and the result had been 


shown in Egypt in the crushing of the | 
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gone from this country to Argentina 
and other foreign countries, that money 
had been lost as capital in this country, 
But he would ask the House to consider 
what the money was for. In the case 
of Argentina, for instance, the money 
was principally for the development of 
|railways owned to a very large extent 
by the people of this country. The money 
was spent in this country in making 
engines and railway carriages for those 
railways. But even if it were not so 
spent, that money was our extra money 
that we did not require. A little while 
ago Irish stock was put on the market, 
and it was subscribed four or five times 
| over, and that alone showed that there 
| was plentyof money left for industries in 
i this country. Because trade went down 
people did not throw their money into 
businesses and concerns that were not 
/remunerative. We had plenty of money 
| left and almost unlendable at the present 
iday. He would point out that there was 
at the present time a bank rate of 24 
| per cent., and that meant that for every 
| British industry which could show a 
reasonable prospect of there 
was ample and sufficient capital left in 
| the country. 

Question put, and agreed to. 





success 


cotton mills and in India in penalising the | 


poor natives for the benefit of the Man- | 


chester manufacturers. But now for 
Ireland a breach had been started of 
that law to which he had referred. 
For once in a way the Government had 


adopted the theory that it was possible | 
in order to protect an industry to differ- | 


entiate between Excise and Revenue 
duties ; and in that way they had started 
what he hoped they would carry out in 


the future, the idea of abolishing the | 


Excise in Egypt and in India. The 
Finance Bill imposed an _ enormous 


liability on the taxpayer, it attacked 
every interest of 


that in the future there was to be no 
mercy in the House for anyone except 


-apital which was | 
capable of being attacked, and it showed | 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Biil read the third time, and passed. 


HOLDINGS AND ALLOTMENTS 


BILL [Lorps]. 
Read a second time. 


Bill committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House for Monday next.—(M: 
Whitley.) 


| SMALL 


CRAN MEASURES BILL [Lorps!. 
Read a second time. 


Bill committed to a Committee of the 
/Whole House for Monday next.—(Mr. 
Whitley.) 


the one Party which sat on the benches | 


below the gangway. 


*Mr. J. M. HENDERSON (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) said he wanted to correct an 
impression given to the House by the 


hon. Member for Gravesend, who seemed | 
to think that because £200,000,000 had 


Mr. Harmood-Banner. 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant 
to the Order of the House of 10th July, 
adjourned the House without Question 
put. 


Adjourned at seventeen minutes 
before Four o'clock till Mon- 
day next. 
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OF LORDS. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted 
the House, That the Clerk of the Parlia- 
ments had laid upon the Table the 
(ertificate from the Examiners that in 
the case of the following Bill compliance 


> with the further proofs required by the 
= Standing Orders Committee has been 
= proved before them :—Ards Railways. 


The same was ordered to lie on the 


Table. 


4 


LIVERPOOL CORPORATION (STREETS 
AND BUILDINGS) BILL. 


ve 


£ Tar ACTING CHAIRMAN or COM- 
2YMITTEES (Lord Batrour of Bur- 
Y LEIGH My Lords, I have to ask your 


Lordships to suspend the Sessional Order, 
which provides that no private Bill brought 
from the House of Commons shall be read 
a second time after 18th June, in favour 
of the Liverpool Corporation (Streets 
and Buildings) Bill. The circumstances 
under which I ask for this indulgence 
are that, although the Bill was intro- 
duced at the proper time by the promoters 
and no fault rests with them, it was not 
> found possible to take it in the Police 
and Sanitary Commuttee of the other 
House of Parliament until a very late 
date. In fact, the Bill was only re- 
> ported to the other House on 17th July ; 
“it was read a third time on 22nd July, 
‘and no time has been lost in submitting 
: it to vour Lordships. If vour Lordships 
- will be sood enough to suspend. the 
Standing Order, the Committee stage 
could stand over until the meeting of 
Parliament later in the year. 


emicnt of « 


redieine 


ar the 


Moved, ** That the order made on the 
25th dav of March last, * That no Private 
Bill brought from the House of Commons 
shall be read a second time afterthe 1&th 
lay of June next,’ be dispensed with, and 
that the Bill be now read 2*.°—(Lord 
Baljour of Burleigh.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and 
Bill read 2" accordingly. 
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Bill Business. 
DOVER GRAVING DOCKS BILL 
Lord BRASSEY: My Lords, I rise 
to move that the Order made on 25th 
March last, that no Private Bill brought 
from the House of Commons shall be read 
a second time after 18th June, be dispensed 
with. The Dover Graving Docks Bill 
is the result of negotiations which have 
been pending for some time, and I am 
glad to say that the opposition which 
was threatened to the Bill has been 
withdrawn. Graving docks are urgently 
needed at Dover. There are no dry 
docks between Southampton and London, 
and the English cross-Channel steamers 
are sent to Calais for repair. Those 
responsible for the management of the 
port of Dover agreed with the promoters 
of this Bill that it was desirable that the 
scheme as originally submitted to a 
Committee of the other House of Parlia- 
ment for the construction of two large 
graving docks should be approved, but 
in deference to the view of the Admiralty 
the scheme has been reduced, and it is 
now proposed to construct only one 
graving dock. Those interested in the 
port of Dover are hopeful that at some 
future time the present restrictions may 
be withdrawn. In conclusion, I have 
to inform your Lordships that all the 
local authorities of the harbour 
board, the the chamber 
of commerce, and the railway companies, 
have petitioned in favour of the Bill, 
and I therefore 
will suspend 


sive the Bill 


I] 
OQ 
te 


Dover. 


town council, 


hope your Lordships 
Order and 


a Second Reading. 


the Standing 


Moved, ‘That the order 


t made on 
the 25th dav of March last, 


* That no 


Private Bill breught from the House of 


shall be read 


sth dav of next,” be 
dispersed with, and that the Bill be now 
read 2°.”—( Lord Brassey.) 


Commons second time 


+ TY. 
after the June 


Lorp GLANTAWE: My Lords, I 
wish to support the Motion which the 
noble Lord has just moved, and I hope 
the Admiralty, reconsideration, will 
not place a limit on the size of the docks. 
I have had considerable experience in 
these matters, having been a member of 
the Swansea Harbour Trustees for nearly 
forty years. Graving docks have been 


on 


‘ constructed there from time to time, and 
‘the result has always been that a dock 


2C 
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constructed to meet present requirements 
hasjinvariable been found in a few years 
to have been too small; and unless there 
is}special reason for limiting the size of 
the dock at Dover, I hope, for the benefit 
of the people who are taking an active 
part in its construction and the shipping 
community generally, that the restrictions 
as to the size of the dock will be removed. 
I am glad that the opposition to the 
Second Reading has been withdrawn, but 
I would strongly press upon the Ad- 
miralty and those who are in authority 
at Dover to consider very carefully the 
question of the size of the dock to be 
constructed, so that no capital may be 
wasted, and that the port may benefit 
from the experience of other ports in the 
construction of docks of a similar nature. 


Private 


*Lorp WEARDALE, who had given 
notice, on the Motion for the Second 
Reading, to move “ That the Bill be read 


{LORDS} 


a second time this day three months,” | 


said: My Lords, I think I ought to 


explain that in putting on the Paper. 
this Amendment, which I have since with- | 


drawn, I had no desire to place any im- 
pediment in any way to the construction 
of these graving docksat Dover. My object 
was to avoid anything like obstruction in 
the future toa Channel ferry service being 
established, and we consequently ap- 
proached the promotersand have been able 
to arrive at a satisfactory agreement on. 
this matter. In those circumstances I 
do not intend to move the Amendment 
standing in my name. }. 


My Lords, I had the opportunity of some 
conversation with the noble Earl the 
Chairman of Committtees upon this 
matter last week, and I am glad to be 
able to respectfully advise your Lord- 
ships to agree to the Motion. In this 
case, again, there is no fault lying at the 
door of the promoters. The delay was 
caused on account of objections taken by 
the Board of Admiralty to some of the 
provisions of the Bill, objections far- 
reaching and in the nature of public 
policy. These matters have been ad- 
justed to the satisfaction of the Admir- 
alty, but the negotiations have had the 
effect of delaying the presentation of the 
Bill to your Lordships. In these cir- 


Lord Glantawe, 
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cumstances, and as it will now pass, [ 
understand, as an unopposed measure 
I hope the House will agree to the Motion. 


THE KanLoF GRANARD: My Lords. 
I wish to state in a few words the view of 
the Admiralty. In the first instance the 
Admiralty objected to the Bill, for the 
reason that if the dock was made the size 
originally proposed, it would take away 
a large amount of water from the naval 
harbour. Since then the promoters have 
modified their original proposal, and the 
Admiralty now see no reason to oppose 
the Second Reading. The Admiralty, 
however, intend to submit a number of 
Amendments of a protective character 
when the Bill before the Select 
Committee. With that reservation, they 
offer no opposition to the Second Reading 
of the Bill. 


goes 


On Question, Motion agreed to; Bill 
read 2a accordingly, and committed for 
To-morrow. 


London County Council(General Powers) 
Bill.—Read 3a, with the Amendments: 
further Amendments made ; Bill passed, 
and returned to the Commons. 


Gosport Gas Bill; Central Ireland 
Electric Power Bill; Sligo and Arigna 
Railway Bill ; London United Tramways 
Bill; Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
Tramways (No. 2) Bill; Holderness 
Water Bill—Read 3a, with the Ameni- 


/ments, and passed, and returned to the 
THe ACTING CHAIRMAN or COM- | 
MITTEES (Lord Batrour of BuRLEIGH) : | 





Commons. 


Gas Orders Confirmation Bill [#1]: 
Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
Bill [H..].—Returned from the Com- 
mons agreed to, with Amendments 
The said Amendments to be considered 
To-morrow. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill [#.1.].—Returned from the 
Commons agreed to, with Amendmeits. 


Honourable Artillery Company Bill 
[u.t.]; Leith Burgh Bill [#.1.]; London. 
Brighton, and South Coast Railway Bill 
[H.L.].—Returned from the Commons 
agreed to, with Amendments. The said 
Amendments considered, and agreed to. 
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Ravensthorpe Urban District Council 
Bill [H.L.]—Returned from the Com- 
mons agreed to, with Amendments. 
The said Amendments agreed to, with 
an Amendment, and Bill returned to 
the Commons. 


Liverpool Corporation (General Powers) 
Bill; Tyne Improvement Bill; Widnes 
Corporation Bill; Margate Corporation 
Bill ; Manchester Corporation Bill; 
Burnley Corporation Bill.—Returned 
from the Commons with the Amendments 
agreed to. 


Edinburgh and District Water Order | 


Confirmation Bill [H.1.].—Read 2a 
(according to order), and (pursuant to 
the Private Legislation Procedure (Scot- 
land) Act, 1899) deemed to have been 
reported from the Committee; and to 
be read 3a To-morrow. 


Public Offices Sites (Extension) Bill. 
—Reported from the Select Committee 


with Amendments; committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House To- 
morrow, and Standing Order No. 


XXXIX. to be considered in order to | 


its being dispensed with. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 
Return of the number of steam trawlers 
registered at ports in the States of 
Western Europe in the year 1907. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS. 
Report of proceedings 
Ireland, for the year 1907. 


as regards 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Statement showing for each secondary 
school in respect of which waive resolu- 
tions were passed by the local education 
authority under Article 43 of the Regula- 
tions for Secondary Schools, 1907, the 
articles which the board were asked to 
waive, and their decision as regards 
each article. 


TREATY SERIES, No. 20. (1908). 


Agreement between the United King- 
dom and Italy, respecting commercial 
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signed at Rome, 


Reports, &c. 


travellers’ samples ; 
30th May, 1908. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 

No. 5. (1908). Further correspondence 
respecting the Second Peace Conference, 
held at the Hague in 1907 (in continua- 
tion of Miscellaneous, No. 1, (1908) 
[Cd. 4081.] ). 


No. 6. (1908). Final act of the Second 
Peace Conference, held at the Hague in 
1907, and conventions and declaration 
annexed thereto. 


TRADE REPORTS: 
No. 4074. Peru. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


BASUTOLAND. 
Report of proceedings of the Basuto- 
land National Council, 1908, and corres- 
pondence as to affairs of Basutoland. 





NATAL, 
Further correspondence relating to 
native affairs in Natal (in continuation 
of [Cd. 4001.], May, 1908). 


| Despatch from the Governor of Natal 
| forwarding a Bill to make special provi- 
| sion for the trial of natives accused of 
certain crimes (in continuation of [Cd. 
4194.], July, 1908). 


CUSTOMS. 
Fifty-second Report of the Commis- 
sioners of Mis Majesty’s Customs, for the 
year ended 3lst March, 1908. 


MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS 
(IRELAND). 

Annual Report of the 

General, for the year 1907. 


1 


Registrar- 


EVICTIONS (IRELAND). 
Return of Evictions in Ireland for the 
quarter ended 30th June, 1908. 


QUEEN’S COLLEGE, GALWAY. 
Annual Report of the President for 
the session 1907-1908. 





QUEEN’S COLLEGE, CORK. 


Annual Report of the President for 
the session 1907-1908. 


2C2 
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POST OFFICE. 

Fifty-Fourth Report of the Postmaster- 
General on the Post Office. 


METEOROLOGICAL COMMITTEE. 
Third Annual Report for the year 
ended 31st March, 1908. 
Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lhe on the Table. 


LUNACY. 

Return to the Lord Chancellor of the 
number of visits made and the number 
of patients seen by the several Com- 
missioners in Lunacy, during the six 
months ended 30th June, 1908. 


BANKRUPTCY. 

Twenty-fifth General Annual Report by 
the Board of Trade, under Section 131 
of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883. 

General Rule, made pursuant to the 
Bankruptcy Acts, 1883 and 1890, Warrants 
and arrests, under Section 27 of the 
Bankruptcy Act, 1883. 


MINES AND QUARRIES (FIRE AT HAM- 
STEAD COLLIERY). 

Report to the Secretary of State for 
Home Department by R. A. 8. 
Redmayne, Esq., on the causes of, and 
«reumstances attending, an underground 
tire which occurred at Hamstead Colliery 
on 4th March, 1908. 


the 


HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE AND 
COURT OF APPEAL, ETC. 

Account prepared in pursuance of the 

Supreme Court of Judicature Act, 1875, 

showing the receipts and expenditure 

in respect of the High Court of Justice 

and the Court of Appeal during the vear 
ended 31st March, 1908. 


SUPERANNUATION. 

Return, for the year ended 31st March, 
1908, of the Army and Navy officers 
permitted under Rule 2 of the Regulations 
drawn up under Section 6 of the “ Super- 
annuation Act, 1887,” to hold civil 
employment of profit under public de- 
partments. 


LAND REGISTRY. 
Account of receipts and payments in 


respect of the Land Registry, for the | 
| going public. 


year ended 31st March, 1908. 


{LORDS} 


Life at Sea. 708 


CLERGY (WEST INDIES). 
Return of the amount pavable on 5th 
January, 1908, out of the Consolidated 
Fund for Ecclesiastical purposes in the 
West Indies. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


IRELAND (PROCLAIMED COUNTIES). 

Return respecting: laid before the 
House (pursuant to Order of Friday 
last), and to be printed. [ No. 18 t, | 


FINANCE BILL. 

Brought from the Commons; read 1; 
to be printed; and to be read 2* on 
Wednesday next.—(The Earl of Crewe.) 
[No. 185.] 


SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA. 

Lorp MUSKERRY 
attention to certain modified regulations 
which have been adopted recently by 
the Board of Trade in to the 
qualifying time in charge of a wateh 
required of those candidates for Board 
of Trade certificates as mate or master 
who have served an apprenticeship on 
approved sea-going training vessels; to 
refer to the protest against these new 
regulations which has been entered by 
the Imperial Merchant Service Guild; 
to ask why the opinion of the Board of 
Trade Advisory was not 
firstly ascertained before the new regula- 
tions were adopted ; and to move “* That, 
in the opinion of this House, these 
modified regulations are a departure 
from assurances given in this House by 
the Board of Trade, and that it is desir- 
able that the new regulations should be 
withdrawn before they can become in 
any way operative.” 

The noble Lord said: My Lords, in 
calling attention to the Notice which 
stands in my name, I am bringing before 
your Lordships what, I feel, is a very 
serious matter. We are all deeply con- 
cerned in the question of safety of life 
at sea, and I am sure your Lordships 


rose to call 


respect 


Committee 


will agree with me that we should dis- 


countenance in the strongest way any 
changes or alterations which may mil 
mise the safety of our sailors or the sea- 
If there is one thing more 
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than another which is absolutely essential 
in promoting or ensuring safety it. is 
that the ships which fly our Red Ensign 
should be commanded and_ officered 
by the most competent, capable, and 
experienced men. At the present time, 
thanks to the efficiency of the certified 
commanders and officers of our merchant 
fleet, we can feel nothing but pride at 
the way in which our ships are navigated 
in all quarters of the globe. ‘Therefore, 
I contend that the Board of Trade have 
no right whatever to tamper with the 
existing conditions, thus subjecting our 


merchant ships to greater risk and 
converting efficiency into possible 
disaster. 

I know that the standard of the 


examinations for Board of Trade certifi- 
cates of competency has been improved 
of late vears, but I do not know that, 
even vet, it is by any means perfect. 
It may also be said, and I do not disagree 
with it, that the possession of a certificate 
does not necessarily ensure ability and 
eficiency in the particular sphere which 
the certificate enables the holder of it 
to enter. A good mathematician may 
not be a good seaman or vice versa. It 
is the same in all professions, whether 
the sea or otherwise. But I do claim 
that a certificate of the kind imbues the 
holder of it with a due 
responsibilities, and that he is directly 
answerable to the Government for any 
misdoings or for any culpable negligence 
in carrying out the duties and responsi- 
bilities vested in him. What 
the certificate of even more value is 
that it proves that the holder of it has 
had sound practical experience at sea 
for @ number of years. And, in the 
case of certificates for the higher grades, 
they indicate that the owners of them 
have had considerable experience in 
sole charge of a watch—that is, they 
clearly understand what it means to 
be in charge of the bridge and de facto 
of the ship during certain watches each 
day. 


sense of his 


makes 


I trust that your Lordships will agree 
with me when I say that no man should 
be granted a certificate as first officer 
or captain of a British ship until he 
can produce the necessary testimony 
that he has had experience of this kind, 
for it is only then that by practical 
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experience he is thoroughly alive to 
the most serious responsibilities which 
devolve upon him in occupying a position 
of enormous trust on board ship. Until 
the present time the Board of Trade 
have evidently been of a similar opinion. 
Finding that their previous regulations 
were being evaded, the Board issued 
a special circular to their examiners 
laying particular stress on the necessity 
of candidates proving that they had 
been in regular charge of a watch, or 
watches, during each day. The Board 
state that, in the foreign trade, the 
time served in charge of a watch must 
amount to not than eight hours 
of each twenty-four hours of service, 
and in their official regulations relating 
to examinations they say that it must 
be distinetly understood that occasional 
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less 


service in charge of a watch should 
not be accepted as qualifying service 
for certificates as first mate or master. 


The Board their examiners that 
ereat care must be exercised by them 
in regard to such and unless 
the candidate produces a satisfactory 
certificate, setting forth these facts, 
from the master or owner of the vessel 
in which the service was performed, 
it must not be accepted. 


warh 


service, 


In years gone by the Board of Trade 
insisted upon candidates showing actual 
experience on board ship in a similar 
capacity to the certificate they held. 
For instance, before a candidate could 
be examined for a master’s certificate he 
was required to produce proof of twelve 
months chief officer. But 
the Board of Trade have modified these 
regulations from time to time, with the 
result that service in quite junior capa- 
cities is considered sufficient to qualify 
candidates to take out a_ certificate 
enabling them to command a ship. 
The new modifications which the Board 
of Trade have introduced by a stroke of 
the pen, just as they did in regard to the 
deeper immersion of British ships, con- 
stitute a step which compels me to enter 
an emphatic protest. 


service as 


It is not necessary for me to go into 
all the different details as to qualifying 
time required for Board of Trade certi- 
ficates. To put the matter shortly, 
before a candidate can present himself 
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for examination for a first mate’s certi- 
ficate he must show that he has had at 
least twelve months experience in regu- 
lar charge of a watch. Candidates for 
masters’ certificates must show at the 
very least two years—usually it is two 
and a half years—experience of a simi- 
lar kind, twelve months of which must 
have been in a grade not lower than 


second mate. To show you what has 
been the Board’s view hitherto, the 


words “in charge of a watch” are em- | 
phasised in the regulations in order to | 


lay special stress on them. To make 
my point clear it is, that under the latest 


regulations issued by the Board to meet | 


the case of a few favoured ship-owners 


owning very large ships, those who have | 


served in what are to be known as “ ap- 
proved sea-going training vessels” will | 


be permitted to sit for a master’s certi- 
ficate without ever having had charge 
of a watch. Their experience need only 
have been in very junior capacities on 
board ship where, when on watch, they 
have been subordinate to the officer 
actually in charge. 
to say that such candidates, after passing 
their examination, will not 
their certificates as master until they 
can prove that they have had twelve 
months service in charge of a watch, 
though candidates for certificates as 


chief mates need not show any experience | 


in charge of a watch whatever, and their 
certificates will be granted on comple- 
tion of the examination. 

I say without hesitation that it is a 
very serious and a very wrong thing for 


the Board of Trade to make such drastic | 
changes when, as usual, they have not | 


consulted those who are chiefly affected— 
that is, those who are responsible for the 
efficiency and safety of our merchant 
ships. When candidates of very limited 
and immature experience have obtained 
certificates of the highest grades they are 


not in any way bound to remain in the | 


company in which they have been serving. 


It is quite open for them to transfer their | 


services. And it is very likely that they 


will do so on the ground of better pros- | 


pects or higher inducements elsewhere. 


The Board of Trade are thus a party to | 


creating a supply of officers possessing 

by no means the same practical experi- 

ence in responsible capacities as those we 

have at present,and, what the dire results 
Lord Muskerry. 


{LORDS} 


It is proper for me | 


be given | 





Life at Sea. 719 


« 


of this will be in due time will be perfectly 
obvious to your Lordships. I do not 
say that the youths serving in these new 
“approved sea-going training ships” 
will not get a very good training in the 
technicalities of their profession, but | 
do say that it is just as essential with 
them as with others that they should be 
compelled to show that they have had 
actual experience in responsible capaci- 
ties on board ship before being granted 
the higher certificates from the Board of 
Trade. 





Under the new scheme of the Board 
these favoured applicants need only have 
served in very junior capacities pro- 
vided their service has been on vessels 
of not less than 8,000 tons gross making 
|an average speed of sixteen knots and 
upwards and carrying a crew of not less 
than 150 men, including six deck officers 
besides the master. I do not think that 
'the term ‘‘ deck officer ” is a proper one 
for the Board of Trade to use, for an 
officer is an officer of the ship from truck 
| to keelson and his duties and _responsi- 
bilities extend over all parts of her, I 
| may sav that in very large ships, such as 
those of over 8,000 tons, it is all the more 
important that the very best and most 
experienced officers should be carried, 
Presumably more officers will be created 
| by the shipowners through the medium 
of these training ships when, as a matter 
of fact, there are already more than an 
ample supply of officers in the mercantile 
marine. Even up to the present time 
shipowners have usually required appli- 
| cants for junior positions on board ship to 
hold certificates of the highest grades 
from the Board of Trade, and_ thus 
ensure that they have had good practical 
experience in charge of a watch. 


Now, thanks to a hollow and absurd 
‘ery about a shortage of ships’ officers, the 
Board of Trade and shipowners are going 
on the other tack, and officers of the 
most limited experience will be com 
sidered as amply  sutticient to act m 
iresponsible capacities on board ship. 
|My Lords, there is no shortage o 
|officers for our merchant service. 
|have it on the best authority that 
there are a large number of highly 
qualified captains and officers out of 
employment at present and that much 
distress exists in consequence. But there 
is a shortage of British seamen in the 
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forecastle of our ships, and this does 
require the attention of the Government. 
I do not say that training schemes 
should be discouraged, although the 
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eficiency of our present-day captains | 
and officers seems to indicate that there ! 


js no immediate necessity for any such 
schemes. 


The Board of Trade’s new concessions 
to shipowners are, of course, of advantage 
to, for instance, the American Inter- 
national Combine comprising the White 
Star and other lines who, on their new 
training-ship ‘‘ Mersey” intend taking 
cadets and charging high premiums for 
so doing. I may say that as the “ Mer- 
sey” is a sailing ship this is a very much 
better scheme than any of those that 
propose to train boys on steamers, where 
they cannot learn all the details of their 
profession, and therefore can never be- 
come thoroughly efficient officers. 1 
have worked it out and estimate that, 
providing a youngster first puts in two 
years On & stationary training-ship such 
as the ‘*‘ Worcester” or “‘ Conway,” and 
then three years in an approved sea- 
going training-ship such as the “* Mersey,” 
it will take from eight to ten years before 
he—or perhaps I should more correctly 
say, his parents—will be able to show a 
single halfpenny on the credit side of his 
account. The cost of his training up to 
obtaining his first Board of Trade certi- 
ficate will be not less than £400, and 
then after it has taken him five vears to 
his certificate he may consider 
himself lucky if he starts to earn £8 a 
month, upon which he has to keep up 
the position of a gentleman on it, and 
pay for the expensive uniforms he must 
wear. This, my Lords, is what is held 
out as inducements to go to sea nowa- 
days in the merchant service. 


get 


Mr. Lloyd-George made provision in 
the last Merchant Shipping Act for a 
Merchant Shipping Advisory Committee, 
and it was expected that the Board would 
seek the opinion of this committee of 
experts when any important questions 
arose which affected shipping interests. 
It seems to me a very curious thing that 
on this particular question the advisory 
committee was not asked to express an 
opinion, though matters of compara- 
tively minor importance have been 
brought by the Board before this com- 


‘ subjects 
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mittee from time to time. I cannot 
see what use it is to have a committee 
of the kind and put the country to a 
good deal of expense in connection with it 
when, in a matter of this sort, it is never 
consulted. Affecting, as they do, the 
position and the interests of the com- 
manders and officers of our merchant ships, 
surely they have a perfect right to be 
allowed to express their views when such 
changes are suggested. I may say that 
I am chiefly moving in this matter on the 
urgent representations of the Imperial 


Life at Sea. 


Merchant Service Guild. The guild, 
on learning of the new regulations, 


addressed a vigorous protest to the Board 
of Trade, characterising the change as one 
most injurious to the profession which it 
represents and most certainly calculated 
to reduce the high standard of safety and 
efficiency which is at present such a 
distinguishing and gratifying feature of 
the merchant service of this country. I 
am with them entirely in this view. 


There is another very serious aspect 
of this question. Some little time ago 
I had the honour to bring to the notice 
of your Lordships a proposition of ship- 
owners that, under certain conditions, 
the qualifving time shown by candi- 
dates for the Board of Trade 
certificate—that of second mate—should 
be reduced from four to three vears. It 
was with very sincere gratification and 
appreciation that I found that the spirit 
of this House was entirely with me in 
strongly opposing a proposition of this 
kind, and I was equally gratified to re- 
ceive the assurances of my noble friend 
who then represented the Board of Trade, 
that the Board had no intention whatever 
of departing from the present rule as to 
sea service before a man is able to take up 
his certificate. The noble Earl, as I 
thought, very properly supplemented this 
by saying that the only way to get boys 
to go to sea was to make the calling of the 
sea attractive, and until that was done 
he was afraid that we should find it very 
hard to increase the number of British 
serving in the mercantile 
marine. My noble friends the Marquess 
of Lansdowne and Lord Ellenborough 
welcomed this assurance on the part of 
the Board of Trade, and the noble 
Marquess warned the Board of Trade 
as to being extremely careful not to in 


lowest 
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any way relax the requirements in regard 
to the efficiency and competency of 
ships’ officers. 


I want to know why there has now 
been such a distinct departure from 
the Board of Trade’s assurance 
given in this House? A change as to 
jualifving time for responsible positions 
on board ship has been made, and it is 
most certainly a relaxation of the require- 
ments hitherto existing in regard to the 
efficiency and competency of ships’ 
officers. Tdo nat at all like these tinker- 
ing methods of the Marine Department 
of the Board of Trade, especially when 
they are so dangerous, and 
quietly, 


as 


done so 
Your Lordships will inflict no 
hardship on anybody in expressing the 
opinion that the new regulations I am 
referring to should be withdrawn. Ap- 
proved sea-going training-ships have not 
vet started, and the regulations, 
therefore, are not operative as vet. 
The Marine Department of the Board 
of Trade have informed the Imperial 
Merchant Service Guild that thev do 
not consider it necessary to modify the 
regulations in question in any way. 
Fortunately, the Marine Department 
are not the final court in matters of the 
kind. 


as 


There is no need whatever for 
the new regulations, and there is no 


reason why favouritism should be shown 
to candidates who have served in sea- 
going training-ships, where the service 
would be much more pleasant and 
congenial, whilst the less favovred ones 
going through their apprenticeship in 


the ordmary way—though decidedly 
none the worse off in the end—must 
comply with the old regulations as 
heretofore. 


{ trust vour Lordships will support 
this Motion. I must repeat that it is 
our duty to prevent any mischievous 
or dangerous propositions or schemes 
which tend to minimise the efficiency 
and safety of our merchant ships. We 
must have men to command and officer 
them who have had the necessary 
practical experience in responsible capaci- 
ties, and no man should be granted a 
certificate of competency as chief officer 
or captain of a British ship unless he 
can produce proof of real experience in 
responsible capacities. On these grounds 
and on the ground that assurances 


Lord Muskerry. 


{LORDS} 
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given in this House have been departed 
from by the Board of Trade, I submit 
my Motion for the consideration, and, 
I hope, for the support of your Lordships, 
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Moved to resolve, ‘‘ That, in the 
opinion of this House, the modified 
regulations which have been adopted 
recently by the Board of Trade in 
respect to the qualifying time in charge 
of a watch required of those candidates 
for Board of Trade certificates as 
mate or master who have served an 
apprenticeship on approved  sea-going 
training vessels are a departure from 
assurances given in this House by the 
Board of Trade, and that it is desirable 
that the new regulations should be 
withdrawn before they can become in 
any way operative.—(Lord Muskerry.) 


*Lorp HAMILTON or DALZELL: My 
Lords, the noble Lord has been for many 
vears a regular questioner of the Board 
of Trade in this House, and the Depart: 
ment had come to look upon him, if not 
as one of its oldest friends, at all events 
as one who understood them and whom 
they understood. It came, therefore, 
as rather an unpleasant surprise that the 
notice of Motion which he had placed 
on the Paper should contain an accusa- 
tion of breach of faith against the Depart- 
ment. I would submit to your Lord- 
ships that the modified regulations which 
have introduced cannot 
described, and 1 hope your Lordships 
will agree to that view. 


been be so 


Lorp MUSKERRY : 


Lord’s pardon. 


I beg the noble 


*Lorp HAMILTON or DALZELL : 
I said that the modified regulations 


are in no sense a departure from the 
assurances which have already been 
given. I gather from the letter which 
was written by the Merchant Service 
Guild to the Board of Trade that the 
particular assurance which the noble 
Lord and the Merchant Service Guild 
have in their mind is one which was give 
in this House by my noble friend Lord 
Granard on 10th July last year. That 
assurance was given in a discussion upol 
a Motion which had been made by the 
noble Lord, in which he called attentiol 
to the alleged shortage of officers in the 
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merchant service and asked that in any | 


steps which might be taken to remedy 
that deficiency, the existence of which 
he did not admit, the Board of Trade 
would not include amongst those remedies 
any curtailment of the period of service 
atsea whichis necessarygbefore candidates 
can present themselves for examination 
for second mates’ certificates. The Board 
of Trade had no intention of doing any- 
thing of the kind, and therefore. my noble 
friend had no hesitation in giving the 
which was asked for. My 
noble friend is here, and I have no doubt 
is ready to answer for himself. I merely 
mention this for the purpose of saying 
that the Departinent thoroughly endorse 
everything which was said by my noble 
friend on that occasion, and also main- 
tain that these new regulations are in no 


assurance 


sense a departure from that assurance. 
In fact, if does not matter what assur- 
ances were given, because the mrodified 
regulations, where they alter the period 
of service which candidates for these 
certificates must undergo, in every case 
lengthen that period and in no case 
shorten it ; and, where the nature of the 
service is varied, I hope to show your 
Lordships that something is substituted 
for it which is at least as valuable as, 
if not more valuable than, that which 
was required under the old regulations. 


These modified regulations have been 
issued in order to adapt the regulations 
to a new system of training which ha: 
recently been instituted by one of the 
great steamship companies—the White 
Star Line. That svstem was alluded to 
by my noble friend Lord Brassey and 
my noble friend Lord Granard recently 
in this House. It has been adopted after 
consultation with the Board of Trade. 
and it has the full approval of the De- 
partment. I will/deseribe, very briefly, 
how it differs from the old system of 
training, which consisted, as your Lord- 
ships are aware, of four vears’ service at 
sea, either as an apprentice or as a deck 
hand in any capacity. The defect of 
that system undoubtedly is that in these 
days of steamships it is very difficult for 
the officers of the ship to devote very 
much of their time to the teaching of 
apprentices. Under the old system of 
sailing ships they had more leisure to do 
so, and [ think it is universally acknow- 
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Life at Sea. 


ledged that the apprentice system is mre 
valuable on a sailing ship than on a stean- 
ship. In order to carry out a now 
system of training on a sailing ship the 
White Star Line have recently purchased a 
sailing shipof, I think, 1,800 tons. She has 
been fitted up to carry sixty apprentices, 
who will work the ship with the assist- 
ance, I believe, while it is necessary, of 
ten deck hands. Besides a full com- 
plement of officers and a doctor, this 
ship will carry two schoolmasters who 
will instruct the cadets or apprentices in 
various subjects extremely useful to them 
in their career in the merchant service, 
such as foreign languages, navigation, 
nautical astronomy, and other subjects 
technical character. The more 
technical part of their education will be 
undertaken bv the officers of the ship, 
and I believe there will be included in the 
instruction by the 
ambulance work. In fact, the instruc- 
tion which will be given will be of the 
most complete character, and it has the 
thorough approval of the Board of 
Trade. This is the new svstem of in- 
struction to which the modified regula- 
tions are to be adapted. 


of a 


course surgeon in 


[ quite agree with what the noble 
Lord has said, that there is no finer body 
of men in the world than the officers of 
our merchant service. I quite azree 
with him that we are all very proud of 
them and that thev command the greatest 
confidence and respect ; and it is quite 
fair to savy that a training 
which has produced such good results 
cannot have very much the matter with 
it. But even the best of systems is none 
the worse for being brought up to date, 
and that is what this new system of 
instruction will do. The new modified 
regulations deal with the qualifications 
necessary for candidates for the three 
certificates issued bv the Board of 
Trade. The noble Lord has correctly 
stated what those modifications are. In 


system of 


the case of second mates’ certificates, 
they allow the necessary qualifying 


period of four years at sea to be spent 
on one of these approved training-ships, 
on which I think there can be no doubt 
that the instruction which will be re- 
ceived will be very much superior to what 
is likely to be received by a man who 
serves as a deck hand or apprentice. 
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For a first mate’s certificate and for a | fully occupied. It has been fully occupied 


master’s certificate certain further modi-|ever since it was appointed. 


In the 


fications have been introduced in order | second place, Mr. Lloyd-George, the then 


to meet a difficulty which arises. 


The | President of the Board of Trade, in the 


gentlemen who have introduced this new | exercise of the discretion which, I think, is 
scheme of training officers at very con- | 


siderable expense are naturally anxious 
that those officers should be able to serve 
the whole of their service on board their 
ships. The old regulations did not 
permit of their doing so, and I will show 
why. In the case of a candidate for a 
first mate’s certificate it was necessary 
that he should show that he had been in 
complete charge of a watch on a foreign 
going vessel for a space of one year. As 
your Lordships are aware, on these great 
liners watches are invariably kept by two 
Officers, and it would follow, therefore, 
that in order to comply with the regula- 
tions the officer would have to leave the 
service of the company and engage on a 
smaller vessel where only one officer 
kept watch. A similar difficulty arose 
with regard to the examination for the 
master’s certificate. What has been 
done is this. The period during which the 
officer must have served in possession of 


atsecond mate’s certificate has been 
doubled. He now has to serve two 


years instead of one; but it is provided 
that if he is on board a ship com- 
plying with certain conditions as to 
‘size, speed and number of crew, that is 
to say, a liner of considerable size, he 
may put in that service as the junior of 
the two watch-keeping officers instead of 
being in sole charge of the watch. The 
modification with respect to the master’s 
certificate is of a very similar nature. It 
is considered—and I think considered 
rightly—that the fact that the period 
-of service is twice as long, that it must 
have been passed on board a ship where 
the standard of efficiency and discipline 
is so high as it is on these great liners, 
and that the candidate must have had in 
the first instance the advantage of the 
very complete system of training I have 
described, makes this qualifying period 
fully equal, if not superior, to what was 
required under the old regulations. 


Then the noble Lord asks why it is 
that the Advisory Committee was not 
consulted. Mv answer to that is a very 
‘simple one. In the first place, the 
time#of the Advisory Committee was 


Lord Hamilton of Dalzell. 


invariably granted to the head of a great 
Department, considered that this was a 


|matter which he could quite well settle 


, Company a 


himself. I have given details of the new 
regulations and an outline of the new 
system of training which they have been 
adapted to meet, and I have only one 
word to add. The purchase and fitting 
up of this ship has cost the White Star 
very considerable sum of 
money. I am informed that, in spite of 
the fact that the ship will carry cargo 
and that apprentices will pay fees, she 
will be run at an annual loss of several 
thousand pounds. This very consider- 
able expenditure can only have been 
incurred with one object—namely, the 
provision of officers who will have had a 
better training, and will, therefore, pro- 
bably be even more competent than 


| those who fill the positions of officers on 


these ships at the present moment; and 
I contend that for that reason, if for 
no other, the Department are thoroughly 
justified in the course they have taken, 
and in the encouragement which they 
have given to this very valuable new 
undertaking. 


*Lorp LYVEDEN: My Lords, in 
regard to most things connected with 
this mercantile marine I am in full 
agreement with my noble friend Lord 
Muskerry, but to-day I am sorry to say 
I cannot agree with him. For a long 
time past there has been great difficulty 
in getting officers in the mercantile 
marine who have a thorough knowledge 
of sailing ships, owing to the large number 
of steamers now afloat. Your Lordships 
have heard how Mr. Ismay, of the White 
Star Line, formed a committee to con- 
sider the question, and these gentlemen 
decided that the course was to 
purchase a full rigged ship of 2,000 tons, 


best 


.in which sixty cadets could be carried, 


with a large number of instructors. Then 
a difficulty arose as to what could be done 
when the cadets had completed their 
term of apprenticeship. It is the rule 
in the White Star and _ similar lines, 
that all officers should have masters 
certificates ; and when an exception 18 
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made it only applies to the junior | 


oficers of the watch. Thus the regula- 
tions of the Board of Trade could 
not be complied with, as, according to 
those Regulations, the candidate must 
have had full watch on the bridge. The 
(Committee met the officials of the Marine 
Department of the Board of Trade, with 
the result that the concessions referred to, 
which only apply to these training ships, 
were made. These enable 
cadets to pass from the training ship 
into such steamers as junior officers, and 
to go forward with a continuity of em- 
ployment to the examination for mate’s 
certificate and master’s certificate after a 
proper interval. This variation is not 
intended in any way to make it easier to 
obtain these certificates, but to provide 
for those who are specially trained 


concessions 


passing to steamers where two or more 
officers are engaged and going forward to 
a higher certificate under all the advan- 
tages appertaining to a modern liner. 
My friend Captain Reedman, of the S.Y. 
“Argonaut ” told me the following story. 
Anuncle who wished tosee his nephew once 
asked the quartermaster on the bridge : 
“Ts my nephew, Mr. Smith, on board ? ” 
“Mr. who ? ” inquired the quartermaster. 
“Mr. Smith, a fair-haired boy,” was the 
reply. ‘‘Oh, you mean young Carrots. 
He is in the galley with the cook, peeling 
potatoes. Where else do you expect an 
apprentice to be?” That was the sort 
if training apprentices received in the old 
days. Seeing the splendid training these 
boys will receive on these ships I think 
the slight concessions in the regulations 
ire justifiable, and I hope no alteration 
will be made. I feel sure it would only 
hamper these young men who are doing 
the best they can to get a thoroughly good 
education to qualify them for the position 
of officers in the mercantile marine. 


THe Marquess or SALISBURY: My 
Lords, I am sure those of your Lordships 
who have listened to this debate will 
agree with the noble Lord who represents 
the Board of Trade, that it is for the 
alvantage of the country and of the 
merchant service that the methods of 
training should be brought up to date, 
and in much that he said on that head I 
think your Lordships will be disposed to 
toncur. We can all agree that a superior 


kind of education and a more scientific 
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training are all for the best. I confess 
that when I came down to your Lordship’s 
House this afternoon I had hoped it would 
not be necessary for me to say anything in 
criticism of the statement to be made 
in reply to Lord Muskerry ; but I must 
say I do not think that in every respect 
my noble friend behind me will be satis- 
fied with the answer which the noble 
Lord has given. I quite understand, 
and I think he probably will agree, that 
the effort which the White Star Line has 
made is a patriotic effort which they in- 
tend to be of great advantage, not only to 
themselves, but to the great service of 
which they form a part; but I do not 
think personally I should be disposed to 
deny that the period of service which is 
exacted falls short of what ought to be 
expected. There is, I understand, rather 
longer sea service provided under the new 
rules than under the old rules. 


Life at Sea. 


Lorp HAMILTON or DALZELL: 


Twice as long. 


Marevess or SALISBURY: 
Well. that is, of course, so far very 
satisfactory ; but it seems to lack one 
particular quality—namely, that a second 
mate who comes up for a first mate’s 
certificate will never have been in a 
position of absolute responsibility. I 
may have misunderstood the noble 
Lord, but that is what I took to be the 
ease, that owing to the new arrange- 
ment he is never in sole charge of a 
vessel. He undoubtedly is one of the 
two officers in charge of the watch, but 
he is to be the junior of his rank. I 
do not profess to be an expert in this 
matter, but I certainly should have 
thought that the matter above all others 
in which training and experience are 
required by officers of the merchant 


THE 


‘ service is in the exercise of that complete 


responsibility which sole charge alone 
can confer. I do not mean to say that 
the new regulations will not produce 
a very fine article, but I confess I 
question whether anything in the way 
of scientific training or of longer sea 
service will make up for the experience 
which is conferred by the knowledge 
that you, and you alone, are responsible 
for the fate of the ship. I gather from 
my noble friend, that, although the 
examination may take place before a 
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chief mate has ever been in sole charge, 


Cavalry 
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For Scotland, "4 


lads in the new White Star training ship 


yet before he is actually certificated he | will get a very admirable training, ] 


must have been a vear in sole charge of a 
vessel. So that there is a concession 
made with regard to the master, though 
the sole charge even in his case is not 
so long as has hitherto prevailed. 


Lorp HAMILTON or DALZELL: It 


is quite as long. 


THE Marevess or SALISBURY: 
Then I am reassured to that extent, 
but as between second mate and _ first 
mate the criticism I have ventured to 
make hold good. I think 
your Lordships would have been happier 
if the noble Lord had been able to in- 
form the House that the Board of Trade 
had acted in this matter with the com- 
plete assent of the Advisory Committee. 
The noble Lord himself will admit that 
on that his answer was not complete, 
because all he had to say was that the 
President of the Board of Trade. in the 
exercise of his discretion, thought there 
were some subjects which he ought to 
decide himself, and that this was one of 
those subjects. For my part, I should 
have been happier if Mr. Lloyd-George 
had thought it right to consult the 
Advisory Committee. Then if he had 
come to Parliament and said that what 
he proposed had the unanimous support 
of his Advisory Committee, a better 
case would have been made out for it. 
However, these matters are very techni- 
cal. I only rose to make that one ob- 
servation. I cannot that I think 
this is quite a matter upon which it 
would be wise for vour Lordships to 
override Board of 
Trade. There are very few men in this 
House who ave really capable, if I may 
say so with great respect, of appreciating 


seems to 


say 


the decision of the 


the point, and, therefore, I hope my | 


noble friend will not press his Motion 
to a division, though I think he was 
fully entitled to make the criticisms he 
has made to vour Lordships. 


Lorp MUSKERRY: My Lords, after 
what my noble friend who has just sat 
down has said, I will not press my Motion 
to a division; but I should like to say 
one or two words. The noble Lord who 
answered me did not quite grasp what 
I was driving at. I fully admit that the 


The Murquess of Salisbury. 


think I said so in my speech; but no 
amount of training will give them the 
practical experience that a man must 
have if he is going to be a really trust- 
worthy officer. The Board of Trade 
seem to imagine that a junior officer on 
board a big steamship, by just being 
there, will absorb this experience. They 
do not know the usual place the junior 
officer occupies. He may be on the 
bridge going down channel, but after that 
he may be anywhere but on the bridge. 
and when he is on the bridge he is a 
perfect cipher. Though I am not going 
to press my Motion to a division, I cannot 
help saying that the innovation which 
has been made is a dangerous one, and 
I think it will be found that the whole 
of the sea-faring community are with 
me in that. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


CAVALRY FOR SCOTLAND. 

THe Eart or ROSEBERY rose to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for War 
if there was any immediate prospect of 
the restoration of cavalry to Scotland. 
The noble Earl said: My Lords, I 
yromise not to add anything to the 
nightly catechism of my noble friend 
opposite, or to detain vour Lordships 
for more than a minute. The question 
of cavalry in Scotland has become a topic 
of very widespread interest. We have 
had frequent assurances that the with- 
drawal was only temporary, and in one 
answer the limit of two vears was given, 
I think, more than two years ago. Lam 
sure my noble friend will thank me for 
enabling him to make a statement which 
[ trust will reassure Scotland on this point. 


Tue UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
ror WAR (Lord Lucas): My Lords, 
the noble Earl will be glad to know that 
money was taken in this year’s Estimates 
for the purchase of a site, and that we 
have been by no means inactive in regard 
to looking out for one, although, for 
obvious reasons in matters of this 
kind, it is impossible for me to disclose 
either the site or the actual date on 
which it is proposed to purchase it. | 
can assure the noble Earl that steps are 
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being taken, and I hope to be able to 
give a more definite answer in a very 
short time. 

DEPUTY-LIEUTENANCIES. 

THe EARL OF ROSEBERY rose to call 
attention to the War Office Circular of 
th November, 1907; and to move 
for Papers. The noble Earl said: My 
Lords, my second Question demands two 
minutes of explanation. It refers to a 
circular from the War Office with refer- 
ence to the appointment of deputy- 
lieutenants. It is to this eifect— 

* 4 commission as deputy-lieutenant should 
nly be given to a person who possesses the 
wualification, in addition to such as are laid 
jown in the Militia Act, of having either held 
1 commission in one of His Majesty's forces 
for not less than ten years, or of having rendered 
eminent service in connection with the Associa- 
tion formed in his own county under the 
Territorial and Reserve Forces Act, 1907.” 


The subject of deputy-lieutenancies has 
received a great deal of attention of late 
years {rom the War Office. I think the 
we Was first raised, and then their num- 
her limited. 
for I regard them as such—I heartily 
welcomed ; but [ must say that I think 
this restriction imposes a 
great’ limitation the 
deputy heutenants, and may, in fact. if 
Ido not misread it, put an end to the 
appointment of deputy-lieutenants for 
The Militia 


had occasion to 


Was Those improvements 


hew verv 


upon selection of 


. verv considerable time. 
Act of 1882, which I 
look up in connection with this matter, 
imposes a very considerable number of 
limitations upon the appointment of 
deputy-lieutenants already, chiefly those 
relating to property : but if this new 
one is added, that persons to be appointed 
should have held His Majesty’s Commis- 
sion or should have rendered services 
in connection with the Territorial Force, 
itwill be found difficult for some years to 
come to get any deputy-leutenants at 
il. I wish to point out to my noble 
friend that the uses of deputy-lieutenants, 
which may be as vague to some candid 
minds as those of an archdeacon, are not 
entirely limited to military duties. It 
is quite true that they were utilised in 
connection with the Militia; but im the 
Militia Act itself it is stated that three 
deputy-lieutenants might act for the 
Lord-Lieutenant in his absence, which 
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means, | suppose, that they may recom- 
mend to the magistracy and so forth— 
duties which do not obviously require 
military training. There is another 
point to which I desire to call attention. 
Deputy-lieutenancies have been purely 
honorary offices. They have been the 
only means by which a Lord-Lieutenant 
could reward public services rendered 
in a locality. I do not care to cite my 
own course in that matter; but I have 
always observed the strict rule not to 
give a deputy-lieutenancy to anyone 
who had not rendered such public service. 
As a result the number of my deputy- 
lieutenants has become extremely small, 
but under this War Office Circular they 
threaten to become extinct. I do not 
make these remarks in any hostile spirit, 
because I regard the circular as having 
been hastily issued as one of many means 
of promoting the interests of the Terri- 
torial Force. I only ask that the Secre- 
tary of State for War should give his 
attention further to this matter, and 
that the appointments should not be 
limited to purely military persons or 
persons who have rendered services to 
the County Associations, but that some 
scope should be given to a Lord-Lieu- 
tenant to give to persons who have 
rendered local service the onlv reward 
which a Lord-Lieutenant can give. 


Lorp LUCAS: My Lords, perhaps I 
may say a few words with regard to the 
original cause of this circular being 
issued, and the view of the Army Council 
the matter. Originally, the chief 
function of deputy-lieutenants was to 
assist the Lord-Lieutenant of the county 
in raising the necessary number of 
men under the Militia ballot. They had, 
in fact, to raise what was then the 
Territorial Foree of the country, and, 
allowing for the changes in the nature 
of the two forces, the functions of the 
present County Associations bear very 
close comparison to those originally in- 
tended to be performed by the deputye 
lieutenants. It was, therefore, con- 
sidered a suitable opportunity to revive 
the original conception of what was a 
deputy-lieutenant, and that was the 
reason for issuing the circular, in which 
it is clearly laid down that one of the 
qualifications of deputy-lieutenants iy 
that they should have rendered useful 


on 
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service to the County 
It is not confined to that. 
only new qualification ; 


Associations. 
That is the 
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(Ireland) Bill. 
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it has always been treated as a formal 


|matter in this House, and I, therefore, 
move the Second Reading. : 


having held a commission in one of His | 


Majesty’s forces for not less than ten | 


years, thus reviving once 


intended to be a person who exercised | 


certain definite functions very closely 
connected with the military forces of the 
Crown. I will, however, lay before 
the Secretary of State what the noble 
Earl has said. 


THe Eart oF ROSEBERY: I do 
not wish to detain the House, but I 


more the | 
conception that a deputy-lieutenant was | 


Moved, “That the Bill be now read 
| 2°."—(Lord Denman.) 

| On Question, Bill read 2% and com- 
| mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
| House To-morrow. 


| 

| SEED POTATOES AND SEED OATS 
| SUPPLY (IRELAND) BILL. 

| [SECOND READING. ] 

| » 

| Order of the day for Second Reading 
| read. i 


would point out to my noble friend | 


that the original conception of what | 
was a deputy-lieutenant has been over- | 
ridden by the consistent practice of, at 


least, a century, and the effect of the 


Circular will certainly be to impose | 
a hardship upon those who might other- | 


wise expect a deputy-lieutenancy for 
civil services. 


Lorp ASHBOURNE: 


Lieutenant had a perfect discretion as | 


to whom he might appoint. I should 
like to ask whether, in the event of a 
Lord - Lieutenant not being able to 
find deputy-lieutenants coming within 
the qualifications named in the Circular, 
it is intended that he should fall back 
upon the old practice ¢ 


Lorp LUCAS: No case of that kind 
has arisen. If it did occur the point 
would certainly be considered. 


ISLE OF MAN (CUSTOMS DUTIES) BILL. 
[SEconD READING. 


Order of the day for the Second Read- | 


ing read, 


Lorp DENMAN: My Lords, this Bill | 
and two others stand in my name on the 
Paper for Second Reading, and as they 
are all of a non-contentious character, I 
hope your Lordships will permit me to be 
very brief in view of the important 
The 
Isle of Man (Customs Duties) Bill is an 
annual one, which is necessary to give 
validity to what is passed by the govern- 


debate that is to come on later. 


Up to the 
date of the issue of this circular a Lord- | 


Lorp DENMAN: My Lords, this is a 
similar Bill to one which it was my duty 
to introduce in this House some two 
years ago. Owing to the failure last 
summer and autumn of the potato erop 
in Ireland, the Treasury authorised cer- 
tain grants to be made in order to supply 
| seed potatoes and seed oats so as to avert 
| what might have become a potato famine. 
It has always been the custom for the 
Treasury to sanction these loans, and 
{then come to Parliament in order to 
obtain the necessary funds. They did it 
| two years ago, and the Bill received the 
assent of this House. I hope that on 
the present occasion the same reasons 
| will obtain. I beg to move. 
| 
| Moved, “That the Bill be now read 
| 2"."—(Lord Denman.) 

On Question, Bill read 2°, and com- 
|mitted to a Committee of the Whole 

House To-morrow. 


| WHALE FISHERIES (IRELAND) BILL. 
[Seconp READING.] 

Order of the day for the Second Read- 
| ing read. 


Lorp DENMAN : My Lords, a similar 
| Bill was brought in last year for Scot 
land, and it was found also to be desir- 
able that a Bill of this character should be 
brought in for Ireland. Two applications 
|have lately been made for the erection 
_ of whaling stations off the Irish coast, and 
_ these applications have caused some alarm 
/among the fishing populations in these 
| districts. It is certainly necessary that 


_ing body in the Isle of Man. I believe | the industry should be carried on under 


Lord Lucas. 
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certain regulations. In this instance the 
regulations will be undertaken on behalf 
of [reland by the Board of Agriculture. 
I beg to move. 


Moved, “That the Bill be now read 
96” __(Lord Denman.) 

On Question, Bill read 2*, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 


POLLING ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIA.- 

MENTARY BOROUGHS) BILL. 
House in Committee (according to 
Ordér). 


[Lord BALFoUR of BURLEIGH in the 
Chair. | 


Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2 :— 


THe Eart oF DONOUGHMORE, on 
behalf of Lord Avebury, moved an 
Amendment providing “that the local 
authority, within the meaning of the 
same section, in the City of London shall 
be the mayor, aldermen, and commons of 
the city im Common Council assembled.” 
He very much regretted the noble Lord’s 
absence, as this was a matter which con- 
cerned the City of London, and Lord 
Avebury was infinitely more able to 
speak with authority upon this question 
than himself. Hitherto the justices had 
made arrangements in connection with 
the matters under consideration in this 
Bill, but in future the Bill ordained that 
the London County Council should make 
those arrangements. One of the objects 
of the Bill seemed to be to set up 
the London County Council to deal with 
these matters in order to avoid difficulties 
arising from over-lapping, and he did not 
desire in any way to quarrel with that 
object. But the Bill as now drafted 
would set up the London County Council 
as the authority to carry out in the city 
all the arrangements that were dealt 
with in the Bill, and he thought the, 
result could only be one of very great 
inconvenience to all parties. Over-lapping | 
had taken place and confusion had arisen 
in connection with various of the Parlia- | 
mentary boroughs, but the position of | 
the City was absolutely different, and | 
none of the inconveniences feared could | 


possibly arise in the case of the City. 
{n the metropolitan boroughs the justices 
who had dealt with these matters had 
had no connection whatever with the 
municipal body in the district, but in 
the City the justices who had _ hitherto- 
had these matters in hand had been 
the aldermen of the Common Council. 
There had, therefore, been complete 
harmony in the making of these arrange- 
ments between the justices and the 
Common Council. Though not quite 
accurate, it was almost accurate to Sav 
that these arrangements had been carried 
out in the City by the Common Council 
itself ; at any rate, that work had been 
done by gentlemen who were members of 
the Common Council. Therefore, if the 
Bill passed in its present form, the 
aldermen of the City would lose a juris- 
diction which they had exercised from 
time immemorial, and against which no 
complaint had ever been urged. The 
City was divided accurately and com- 
pletely into two petty sessional districts, 
and overlapping was impossible, owing to 
the fact that the whole of the City formed 
the Parliamentary borough. He, there- 
fore, submitted that there was no reason 
whatever for disturbing the status quo. 
On the other hand, great inconvenience 
might result from bringing the county 
council into the City to exercise the 
powers with which this Bill was concerned. 
There were between 130 and 140 parishes 
in the City of London, therefore, the 
closest consideration and the closest 
local knowledge were required in order 
to carry out such arrangements as these 
to the general convenience. He under- 
stood that the London County Council 
saw no objection whatever to the adoption 
of his Amendment, and for this reason he 
hoped the Committee would assent to it. 


Amendment moved— 

“In page 1, line 13, after the word 
‘thereof’ to insert the words, ‘ Provided that 
the local authority, within the meaning of the 
same section in the City of London, shall be the 
mayor, aldermen, and commons of the City of 
London in Common Council assembled.’ ”— 
(The Earl of Donoughmore.) 


ViscouNT MIDLETON said that, so 
far as the London County Council were 
concerned, they had no objection what- 
ever to the Amendment. On the con- 
trary, the authority of the corporation in 
the City of London with regard to many 
county matters was already recognised.. 
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‘The City exercised the powers of a county 
authority in respect of such matters as 
pauper lunatics, explosives, coroners, 
weights and measures, ard other matters 
of that kind; and the County Council 
were not in the least apprehensive that 
any conflict of jurisdiction would arise 
in regard to the City, having regard to 
the very special position which the 
corporation occupied. He, , therefore, 
hoped the Amendment would commend 
itself to the Government. 


EARL BEAUCHAMP regretted that, 
on behalf of His Majesty’s Government, 
he was unable to agree to the Amend- 
ment. It was quite true that at a later 
stage the London County Council in 
another place withdrew their opposition 
to the Amendment. But when it was 
brought before the Standing Committee 
it was there opposed by the representa- 
tives of the London County Council and 
withdrawn. It was after  that—he 
thought on the Report stage—that the 
London County Council withdrew their 
opposition. He thought it only fair to 
remind their Lordships that this Bill 
would in no way take away a privilege 
from the Common Council, for, as the 
Earl had explained, this power rested 
with the alderman, and not with the 
Common Council. After all,supposing the 
3ill were passed and the polling arrange- 
ments altered hy the new authority, it 
was not unreasonable fo say that it 
would be done in the interests of good 
administration, and he thought it was 
obviously desirable that the division of 
districts for Parliamentary and county 


council elections should be the same, 
and should be in the hands of the 
same authority for both purposes. 


The Bill in its present form had been 
before their Lordships four times, and 
had passed through the House as often 
as it had been introduced. Moreover, it 
passed in its present shape, and he thought 
that if the Bill proposed to give any 
very startling powers to the London 
County Council, an Amendment would 
have been suggested on one of the former 
occasions. In view of the fact that the 
present condition of affairs in another 
place made it unlikely that the Bill 
would receive favourable consideration if 
the Amendment were inserted, and also 
in view of the approval which their 
Lordships had given to the Bill as it 


Viscount Midleton. 
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stood four times, he hoped the Amend- 
ment would not be inserted. 


THE Ear oF DONOUGHMORE said 
the present condition of business in 
another place wasa matter with which none 
of their Lordships had anything to do, and 
he did not see why their Lordships House 
should suffer any disability in consequence 
of it. He was not acquainted with the 
reason why this Amendment had not 
been moved during the progress of the 
four previous Bills, but it might be that 
if those Bills were considered hefore the 
last County Council election, the City 
felt there was not much likelihood of 
securing that agreement which they had 
since secured. This was a much more 
important point than the noble Earl 
opposite seemed to think, and he did not 
at present feel that he would be justified 
in not taking the sense of their Lordships 
upon it. 

On Question, Amendment negatived. 

) 


Clause 2 agreed to. 


Remaining clause agreed to, and Bill 
reported without amendment. 


Moved, “That the Standing Com- 
mittee be  negatived.” — (/iscount 
Midleton). 

THe Earn or HALSBURY: My 


Lords, if it is to be the ordinary course 
to move that the Standing Committee be 
negatived, I think the Standing Com- 
mittee stage had better be repealed alto- 
gether. The Standing Committee has, 
since it has been established, done really 
useful business. Now, however, the 
ordinary course of things is to move to 
negative this stage, and it is negatived 
accordingly. It seems to me that, if this 
is to become the usual practice, the 
proper course is to abolish this stage 
altogether. 


*THe SECRETARY ‘or STATE For 
THE COLONIES (The Earl of CREWE): 
My Lords, I understand that the noble 
Earl, Lord Camperdown, was about to 
propose the abandonment of the Stand- 
ing Committee stage. If and when he 
does so, I think we ought to take care- 
fully into consideration the pros and 
cons for maintaining or abolishing 1t. I 
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do not propose to-day to enter into the 
yarious arguments on either side. Per- 
snally I quite concur with the noble and 
learned Lord who has just spoken that, 
in certain circumstances, the Standing 
(ommittee has been a very valuable 
stage in the past. I have seen excellent 
work done there, and I confess I am not 
ina position to state why it has now be- 
come the custom to move to negative this 
sage. I do not take any responsibility 
for it. 


Viscount MIDLETON: My Lords, I 
am, of course, entirely in the hands of 
the House. I am afraid I am_ hardly 
ware of the forms of your Lordships’ 
House in this matter, and if I have erred 
itis because I was told that this was the 
proper Motion to move. 


On Question, Standing Committee 
negatived, and Bill to be read 3* To- 
morrow. 

TELEGRAPH (CONSTRUCTION) BILL. 
House 


Order). 


n Committee (according to 


(Lord BALFOUR of BURLEIGH in the 
Chair. | 


Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 


Clause 3: 


Tuk Kart oF GRANARD moved 
wo Amendments to modify the clause so 
wtorefer to the Railway Commission 
ir arbitration any difference between the 
lostmaster-General and the authority in 
thich was vested any land dedicated to 
the recreation of the public with respect 
0 the erection of telegraph wires. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, lines 6 and 7, to leave out the 
yords, ‘in whom such land is vested or.’ ”— 
The Earl of Granard). 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, line 8, after the word ‘ remains’ 
wo insert the words ‘ Provided that if such 
onsent is withheld or any condition is 
iitached thereto to which the Postmaster- 
teneral objects, a difference shall be deemed 
Whave arisen between the Postmaster-General 
ind that person, and sections three, four, and 
eof the Telegraph Act, 1878, shall apply 


inder that Act.’ "—(Zhe Earl of Granard). 
YOL. CXCHI. [Fount Series. ] 





cordingly as if it were a difference arising | 





e 


Viscount MIDLETON said the 
question raised by the Amendment was 
one upon which the Post Office and the 
London County Council had long been 
at variance. The position was this. 
Up to the present the Postmaster-General 
had not had the power of carrying 
telegraph wires over recreation grounds 
or public property without the consent 
of the individuals in whom that property 
was vested. When the Bill was con- 
sidered in another place this very con- 
clusive clause was proposed and supported 
by the Government, and was inserted in 
the Bill. Under it it would be impossible 
for the Postmaster-General to exercise 
the right of carrying telegraph wires 
over public parks and recreation grounds 
without the consent of the authority in 
whom they were vested. The noble 
Lord now proposed a modification of the 
clause which would take the whole 
question out of the hands of those 
authorities in whom the lands were 
vested, and leave it to be arbitrated 
upon the Railway Commissioners in case 
of a difference. The contention of the 
London County Council had always been 
the same. ‘They were seized by Parlia- 
ment with the responsibility for a con- 
siderable number of open spaces and 
parks, and considering the immense 
number of overhead wires already in 
London, they maintained that these 
operations should be carried on. under- 
ground until the suburbs were reached. 
They felt that it was a very strong 
measure to take this matter out of their 
hands and allow the Railway Com- 
missioners to be the judges of the public 
convenience. If the noble Earl desired 
to persist in this Amendment, which 
almost negatived the whole advantage of 
the clause accepted by the Government 
in another place, he (Lord Midleton) 
would move to amend the Amendment 
by excluding from its operation parks 
and recreation grounds vested in a public 
authority. He was, however, willing to 
substitute in his Amendment ‘“ London 
County Council” for “ public authority,” 
thereby restricting to London the power 
of a local authority to withstand the 
Postmaster-General. 


Amendment moved to the Amend- 
ment 


“To insert, after the words ‘ Provided that,’ 
the words ‘in cases where such land is not 
vested in the London County Council.”— 

(Viscount Midleton). 


2D 
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THe EARL oF GRANARD failed to} later at another stage of the Bill, but 
see why the London County Council | which do not concern us at present. 
should have any special rights in this | 
case. He could assure the noble Viscount | Moved, “ That the Amendments agreed 
that there was no intention of carrying | to by the Joint Committee be inserted.’ 
wires across parks. The Bill only gave | (7he Lord Chancellor.) 
power in respect of land “ being within | 
twenty feet of any such street or road.” | 
The Amendment which he had moved standing Committee negatived. The 
was the outcome of a compromise in the | Report of the Amendments to he received 


other House. on Wednesday next. 


On Question, Amendments agreed to, 


*THE MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE: I ae 
understand that the noble Earl relies) MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY BILL, 
upon the fact that these powers only | 
apply to telegraph lines erected within 
twenty feet of a road. Would he say Order of the day for the Second 
whether, in the case of a public park, a Reading read. 
gravel walk traversing the park would 
be a road within the meaning of the Bill?) THe Earn or STRADBROKE: My 
The noble Earl will see that a good deal | Lords, the object of this Bill is to make 
depends upon that. /married women with separate estate 
equally liable with single women and 
Tur Eart or GRANARD suggested | widows for contribution, in repayment to 
that the point should be held over for the | boards of guardians for the support or 
Report Stage so that he might consider relief of their parents, The Bill has been 
it. | introduced in consequence of a Resolution 
| passed at the last annual meeting of the 
Viscount MIDLETON agreed to this | Association of Poor Law Unions of 
course, and withdrew his Amendment to | England and Wales, and that Re-olution 
the Amendment. arose out of a case taken to the Court 
|of Appeal by the Pontypool Union, 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. | Where a married woman in fairly good 
circumstances refused to contribute to 


[SECOND READING. ] 


Clause 3, as amended, agreed to, the support of her father, although her 
| brothers, who were not in such a good 

’ 
Remaining Clauses agreed to. | financial position, were contributing ls. 


jand ls. 6d. a week respectively. The 
Bill re-committed to the Standing Bill has passed through the House of 
Committee, and to be printed, asamended. Commons without Amendment, and, I 
[No. 186.] | believe, with the approval of His Majesty’s 
sentineanton |Government. I, therefore, trust your 
| Lordships will give it a Second Reading. 
COMPANIES (CONSOLIDATION) BILL. 

House in Committee (according to} Moved, “That the Bill be now read 

Order). 2*.”__(The Earl of Stradbroke.) 


[Lord BALFour of BurLEIGH inthe) THe Eart or HALSBURY: I would 
Chair. | ask the noble and learned Lord on the 
Woolsack whether, in his view, the Billis 
THe LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord | necessary at all. 
LOREBURN): My Lords, this Bill was | 
hefore a Joint Committee of the two| THe LORD CHANCELLOR: I should 
Houses, and we unanimously agreed to | like an opportunity of ascertaining what 
certain Amendments for the purpose of | the exact position is before we proceed 
making the Bill purely consolidation. | with the Bill. Perhaps the noble Earl 
Those are the Amendments that I ask | will allow it to stand over for a day. 
vour Lordships to allow to be taken en | 
bine at this stage. There are certain) Tue Eart or STRADBROKE: My 


other Amendments which I will refer to | only reason for pressing the matter was 
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to get the Bill through your Lordships’ | is a measure of an entirely non-conten- 
louse before the adjournment. As I| tious character, and that it has been 


have said, the Bill has passed through 
the House of Commons without any 
Amendment, 


Lorp ALLENDALE: My Lords, I have 
to say, on behalf of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, that they have no wish to 
offer any opposition to the Bill; in fact, 
they are prepared to give it their support. 


Tat LORD CHANCELLOR: I have 
no doubt the Bill is quite right, but, as a 


should like to have an opportunity of 
ascertaining what the law is before we 
alter it. 


Loxp ASHBOURNE: Perhaps the 


mind to the matter, will see whether 
Ireland cannot be dealt with in the same 
way. 


THE EARL oF STRADBROKE: 
view of what has been said, I shall be 
very pleased to move the adjournment of 
the debate. 


Moved, ‘“‘ That the debate be adjourned.” 
—(Lhe Earl of Stradbroke). 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and 
debate adjourned till To-morrow. 


POLLING DISTRICTS AND REGISTRA- 
TION OF VOTERS (IRELAND) BILL. 


[SeconD READING. | 


Reading read. 


lorpD MARCHAMLEY: My Lords, in 
the absence of my noble friend, the Earl 
f Liverpool, who is detained, I believe, 
neamp, I have been asked to move the 
Second Reading of this Bill, the object of 
vhich is to confer upon county councils 
in Ireland the power to alter the polling 
istricts and the method of compiling 
ists of voters. It is important that it 


hould, if possible, pass through your 
Lordships’ House before Parliament rises 
‘or the summer recess, because the Regis- 
tation Courts in Ireland begin sitting in 
September 





matter of fact, I have not seen it, and I | 


In | 


Order of the Day for the Second | 





Lord Chancellor, while he is applying his | 








supported 


LH 


by all parties in the other 


yuse. It has been supported by Mr, 


Walter Long and others, and by the 
whole of the Nationalist Party, and I 
understand it is approved by the Irish 


Local Government 


For 


Board. the 


purposes of local government in Ireland, 


counties 


are divided into electoral 


divisions, and the lists of voters are made 
up according to these electoral divisions ; 


but for 


Parliamentary purposes the 


counties in Ireland are divided differently, 
and consequently a great deal of trouble 
|and expense is involved in the printing 
and publishing of the Parliamentary lists 


of 


voters. In England the county 


councils have power to alter the polling 
districts, but in Ireland I understand 


that is not the case. 
th: 


Clause 3 provides 
ut any county council in Ireland may, 


with the sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment Board for [reland, arrange to have 


| the register of voters, or any part of the 


register, prepared alphabetically in town- 
lands or, as regards urban districts, 


in 


political 
| all county officials ; 


streets. The Bill is desired by all 
parties in Ireland and by 


and it is urgent 


because as I have explained, it is hoped 


it 


will be applied to proceedings in the 


Registration Courts in September. 


a? 


Moved, “That the Bill be now read 
( Lord Marchamle y.) 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR was put- 


ting the Question, when-—— 


Lorp ASHBOURNE said: I assume 


the Government intend to tell us some- 
thing about this Bill, which purports to 
make important and serious changes in 


polling arrangements in Ireland. 


I do 


not wish to offer any objection to the 
Bill, but I cannot conceive how it will be 
possible, even if the Bill becomes law 
this week, for the county councils to 
prepare the schemes in accordance with 


| the provisions of the Bill and have them 
re: 


ady by September. If there was all 


this urgency the Bill ought to have been 
sent up to your Lordships’ House earlier. 
I have, as I have said, no objection to the 
Second Reading, but I think we are 
entitled to an expression of opinion from 
the representative of the Government 


I think I may claim that it | Department concerned. 


2D2 











739 Wild {LORDS} Birds Bill, 740 


Lorp DENMAN: My Lords, I was | between all the parties, and as a result jt 
hoping that, after the clear explanation has passed the House of Commons with- 
given by the noble Lord behind me, it | out any difference of opinion. It seeks 
would have been unnecessary for me to | no new powers, and the various authori- 
have said anything with regard to this | - concerned are entirely agreed upon 
Bill. The Government are satisfied that | it ; but it is necessary to come to 
this is a useful Bill. As my noble friend | aE tn for powers because the con- 
behind me said, it was backed in the | stitution of the University was settled 
House of Commons by Mr. Walter Long | by Act of Parliament originally, 
and other Unionists, and I: should have | The promoters proceed on the same 
thought that, in those circumstances, it | method as was followed in the case of 
would not have been opposed in your | the London University Bill in 1898, by 
Lordships’ House. the appointment of Commissioners whe 
|are empowered to carry out changes 
Lorp ASHBOURNE: I am not oppos- | according to the schedule of the Bill, 
ing it. I merely asked for some ex-| but have no power to divert any property 
planation. |from the uses to which it is at — 

| given. The Bill as it stands is approved 

Lorp DENMAN: The Bill, as my | by the Dean and Chapter of Durham and 
noble friend has explained, seeks to bring | by all the educational authorities con- 
the electoral divisions for county councils | cerned. I hope that, in these circum- 
and for Parliamentary—— stances, your Lordships will give the 
Bill a Second Reading. 

Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2*.” 
—( Viscount htidley.) 


Lorp ASHBOURNE: I do not want 
to appear to be unduly critical of the Bill. | 
If the noble Lord is in a position to tell is 
me that the Local Government Board of | 0" Question, Bill read 2%, and Com: 
Ireland have examined the Bill and think | ™itted to a Committee of the Whole 
it workable and prudent, I shall be quite | House To morrow 


satisfied. 
| POLLING ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIA- 
Lorp DENMAN: I can assure the | MENTARY BOROUGHS) BILL. 
noble and learned Lord that the Local) House in Committee (according to 


Government Board do approve of the) order). An Amendment moved, and 
Bill. The noble and learned Lord will! negatived ; Bill reported without Amend- 
see that it contains a provision that no| ment; Standing Committee negatived; 
scheme shall be of any force or validity | and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow, 
unless and until it is confirmed by an 
Order of the Local Government Board. TOBACCO es i (SCOTLAND) 
On Question, Bill read 2°, and com- Read 3* (according to order), and 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole | passed. 
House To-morrow. | 


| MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE (MERCAY- 
Sar | TILE CORPORATIONS AND COM- 
| "ANIES) BILL [1.1.} 
UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM BILL, Posissosrorciy me A i 
[SECOND READING. } | MMONS SILL [H.1.} 


Order of the Day for eel Reading | 
read. 


Amendments reported (according to 

lorder), and Bills to be read 3* To- 
| morrow. 

ViscounT RIDLEY: My Lords, this | 
is a Bill on which it is not necessary for | . 
me to say more than a few words, as it is | PROVISIONAL ORDERS (PROCEDURE) 
entirely “of a private character. It is | BILL [H.1.}. 
chiefly concerned with certain internal | Amendments reported (according to 
changes in the constitution of the Uni- | order), and Bills to be read 3* To-morrow. 
versity of Durham, necessitated by its | 


CORONERS (IRELAND) BILL: 


growth as an institution and by the | WILD BIRDS BILL. 
development of its work in Newcastle. Read 3* (according to order), and 


It has been a matter of arrangement | passed. 
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COSTS IN CRIMINAL CASES BILL. 
House in Committee (according to 
order); Bill reported without Amend- 
ment; Standing Committee negatived ; 
and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


{27 Juty 


1908} Oniversities Bill. 742 


two years ago which proved that in the 
years 1906 and 1907 your Lordships’ 
House passed for the present Government 
a larger number of important Bills in less 


\time and with less consideration than 


| they had done in a long preceding series 
| o oD 


| of years. 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL. 
[SECOND READING. j 
Order of the Day for the Second 
Reading read. 


Tue Ean OF CAMPERDOWN: My 
Lords, I rise to call the attention of the 
House to the history of this Bill, which I 
need not point out to your Lordships is a | 
very important Bill. It was introduced 
into this House on Saturday last, two or 
three of your Lordships having to sacrifice 
your holiday, I suppose, in order to give 
it a First Reading. The Bill has not 
been circulated at all, and it was not 
een laid upon the Table of this House 
until 2 quarter past five this evening. 
Your Lordships are now asked to give 
the Bill a Second Reading, and, more- 
over, if report speaks truly, it is thes 
intention of the Government to get 
through the remaining stages during the | 
three Parliamentary days which remain 
of the present week. I want to know 
what is the special reason for hurry 
in connection with this Bill, because, 
unless very special reason can be given, 
[ submit to your Lordships that it is 
treating the House with absolute dis- 


respect. Unfortunately, we are getting 
wed to this kind of thing. His 


Majesty's Government mentioned in the 
Aing’s Speech a much greater number of 
subjects than there is any possibility of 
hoping to treat with anything like 
leliberation in the course of the session. 
They then used weapons of their own in 
another place, and, having done that, 
they come to your Lordships and thrust 
Bills down our throat one after another 
without our having any means of de- 
therating upon them. Noble Lords and 
their friends elsewhere are very much 
given to making attacks on this House 
and to pointing out how unfavourable 
this House is to the present Govern- 
ment. So far from that being true, 
- House has done more for this 
apse in the way of hasty, helter- 

iter legislation than for any Govern- 
ment during the time I have sat in your | 
Lordships’ House. I moved for a Return | 


I should like to ask whether 
the Government really propose to take 
the remaining stages of this Bill during 
the next three days. The noble Earl the 
Leader of the House spoke with grateful 
memory of the stage of Standing Com- 
mittee. Not only will it not be possible to 
take the Standing Committee stage with 
regard to this Bill, but I do not know 
how your Lordships are going to pass it 
through all its stages this week without 
offending the Standing Orders of the 
House. I merely utter this as a protest. 


; Lam not forgetting that we have to come 


back on 12th October. In the first place, 
what shall we have to do when we come 
back, at any rate for some time? Why 
should we not be considering this Bill? 
But, quite apart from that, I have not 
forgotten, and I do not suppose any of 
your Lordships have, the proceedings 
prior to Christmas on the last occasion 
that we had an autumn session. I hope 
we are not going to have any renewal 
of the discreditable scenes—it was not 


| legislation—to which this House was 
then forced to become a party. I hope 


your Lordships will insist that this sort 
of thing shall not be repeated in the 
closing weeks of next December. I 
veuture to place this protest on record, 
and to ask the Government whether they 
propose to proceed with all the stages of 
this Bill during this week, and, if so, for 
what reason. 


* Tue Eart or CREWE: My Lords, I 
think your Lordships will all agree that, 
under the circumstances, the noble Earl 
is fully entitled to make the protest 
which he has just made. It is perfectly 
true that this Bill was brought up early 
on Saturday afternoon, and that it has 
only just been placed in your Lordships’ 
hands. It is by no means the first time 
that something of this kind has happened. 
It has happened with other Governments 
in power. I have never quite understood 
why it is, when a Bill is brought up here 
on a Saturday afternoon, it should be 
found impossible to get anybody to print 
it. Overtime is not unknown, and I 
should have thought it would have been 
conceivable that important measures laid 


. 








743 Trish 


before your Lordships’ House would have 
found someone to print them ; but, ap | 
parently, that difficulty has arisen, and I | 
confess that when I found the Bill had | 
not been circulated I would have been 
glad to have postponed the Second 
Reading, but that would necessarily have 
involved a prolongation of the session 
into next week. 


THE 
Why? 


EARL oF CAMPERDOWN: 


* THe EARL OF CREWE: Because all 


the other days in the week are likely to | 


be filled with other businegs. 


THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN : Why 
not October ? 


* THE EARL OF CREWE: I will come 
to that in a moment. The noble Earl 
asks why we should not be content to put 
this measure off till October. I think the 
answer lies in the nature of the measure 


itself. It is a measure which has 
come up from another place with 
a very general amount of  agree- 


ment arrived at among people of very 
divergent opinions. I do not think it is 
advisable to allow a measure of that 
kind to simmer too long. I think it is 
quite possible that, I do not say noble 
Lords opposite, but other politicians else- 
where, might, if the measure were post- 
poned, develop some differences of opinion 
which so far have not occurred to them. 
In those circumstances I feel that it 
would be advantageous—I do not speak 
as a party man, for this is really not 
a party measure, but in the general 
interests of getting this very important 
question decided —if your Lordships 
would agree to pass it through all its 
stages before we adjourn for the holiday. 
The points at issue, as I think will appear 
when the Bill is debated, are not 
numerous. There are a number of great 
principles involved, but upon those agree- 
ment has been reached. The points upon 
which amendment is likely are, I hope 
and believe, exceedingly few. With 
regard to the general question, I should 
merely like to say this, that although I 
fully agree that it is desirable, both for 
the proper conduct of business and out of 
respect for your Lordships’ House, that 
measures should be in the hands of Mem- 
bers for some time before a Bill is asked 
to be read a second time, yet I think one 
Lhe Earl of Crewe. 
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is bound, as far as possible, to avoid 
pedantry in the matter and to differen. 
tiate between different measures, What 
I am going to say to my noble friend 


| holds equally good for both Houses, and 
| it is this. 


When a measure has been 
very fully discussed in one House and 
has received but little amendment, | 
think it is reasonable to assume that 
those who are interested in the subject 
have followed those discussions and do not 


come to the matter in complete ignorance 


and with an entirely fresh mind; and 
though, of course, I am very far from 
saying that that absolves anybody from 
the necessity of placing the measure in 
your Lordships’ hands, yet I think it is 
only fair to consider the _ particular 
character of the measure and the kind 
of opposition it has received. If this 
Bill had been amended in important 
respects at a late stage in another 
place, the noble Earl’s case would have 
been a great deal stronger than it is 
at the moment, though I greatly regret 
that this should have occurred. 


* THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I am glad that the noble Earl 
commenced his observations by frankly 
admitting that my noble friend was 
within his right in protesting against the 
manner in which this House has been 
treated in regard to this Bill. Even to 
us who are accustomed to treatment of 
the kind, it is rather a strong order that 
a Bill of this importance should he read a 
first time on Saturday and a second time 
on the following Monday, and that the 
Bill itself should not be on the Table 
of the House until within an hour of 
the time when the discussion will prob- 
ably begin. The noble Earl gave us 
certain reasons against the rather obvious 
course which my noble friend suggested 
—I mean the course of allowing the Bill 
to stand over until after the summer 
adjournment. His reason was, if I may 
say so, a rather suggestive one. He 
said the measure was not one of a sort 
that ought to be allowed to simmer for 
too long. We are able, perhaps, to infer 
from that observation what must have 
been the temperature of this Irish stew 
which has been simmering during the last 
few months. We may even divine that 
members of His Majesty’s Govern 
ment may have already burnt their 
fingers, and do not particularly wish 
to burn them again. I rise merely 
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because I do not wish my noble friend | 
behind me to stand alone in his protest. | 
It is one which I have more than once | 
made myself from this Table. With) 
regard to the course which your Lord- 
ships should take, I am bound to say | 
that the noble Earl is perhaps right in | 
saying that this Bill comes to us under | 
rather special circumstances. We are, | 
of course, familiar with the general out- | 
line of the case, and I hope most of us | 
have followed the discussions which have | 
taken place elsewhere. But I should | 
like to remind the noble Earl that | 
amendments, and, I believe, amendments | 
of some importance, were inserted in the | 
Bill as lately as Friday last. I can only 
ay with my noble friend behind me, 
that if we are to submit to treatment 
of this kind at the present period of the 
session, we hope that no attempt will be 
made to repeat the performance at the 
close of the winter session. I really do 
not think we are using idle words when 
we say that a moment will come when 
this House will not only resent, but will 
resist, the kind of treatment to which we 
are becoming too much accustomed. 


* Tue Kart or CREWE: My Lords, I 
do not desire to say anything in reply to 
the noble Marquess, but I will proceed, | 
if may be allowed to do so, to make a few 
observations on the measure, the Second 
Reading of which I shall shortly move. 
This question of University education in 
Ireland is one of the oldest and one of | 
the most difficult that has been before 
Parliament. My right hon. friend has 
embarked upon a road which, like some 
of the caravan roads across the African 
desert, is strewn with the whitened 
bones which show the disasters of travel- 
lers who have passed that way before. 
This question, among other experiences, 
broke up the strongest Government 
which has probably ever existed in this 
country—I mean the Government which 
was formed by Mr. Gladstone in 1868. 


Before I proceed to say anything about 
the measure, perhaps I may be allowed 
to make a brief historical retrospect with 
regard to University education in Ireland. 
Fora long time University education in 
Ireland meant the University and College 
of Trinity, in Dublin. That college and 
University was founded in the year 1582 
a asort of younger sister to the famous 
foundation at Cambridge of the same 
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name; and ever since those days it has 
been in its character a Protestant Univer- 
sity. For at least 250 years it has been 
closely bound up with the Episcopal 
Church of Ireland. It was not until 
1793, when Catholic relief generally was 
in the air, that Catholics were allowed to 
obtain degrees at Trinity, and in 1834 a 
fruitless attempt was made to allow 
Catholics to enjoy the scholarships and 
professorships of the University. 


The next thing that happened to 
University education in Ireland was in 
1845, when the Queen’s University, as it 
was called, was formed, consisting of the 
three Queen’s Colleges of Belfast, Cork, 
and Galway. Within five years from 
their inception these colleges were con- 
demned by the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in Ireland, and also formally condemned 
from Rome, and ever since then they 
have not been looked on with great 
favour by that Church. At this moment 
there are, I fancy, about 250 Roman 
Catholic students in the three colleges. 
In 1854, by private enterprise, what was 
known as the Catholic University was 
founded, chiefly remembered now by the 
famous man who was its first head and 
who afterwards became Cardinal Newman. 
That University, for reasons into which 
it is not necessary to enter, never 
succeeded as a University, and it now 
only exists, so far as it can be said to 
exist at all, as an association of Roman 
Catholic colleges, of which, of course, 
the most famous is Maynooth. 
In 1866 Lord Russell made an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to recognise that Univer- 
sity, and two years later, in 1868, Mr. 
Disraeli attempted to take in hand the 
question of Irish University education. 
At that time Lord Mayo was Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, and it was 
announced that a Catholic University 
was about to be instituted in Ireland ; 
but between the Government of the day 
and the Irish Roman Catholic Bishops and 
the supporters in this country and in Ire- 
land of the right hon. Gentleman who was 
then Prime Minister the scheme fell to 
the ground, and the Government of that 
day, as it appears, were not sorry to find 
an excuse for withdrawing it. 


Then in 1873 came the event to which 
I have already alluded, when Mr. Glad- 
stone attempted to found a great national 
University in Ireland, which was to 
include all the colleges of the first rank, 
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including Trinity and Maynooth. The | to Roman Catholics. I remember one 
fate of that measure, involving as it did | singular instance of this. The late Mr. 
that of the Government, is very well- | James Lowther was the least vacillatine 
known history, but it should also be | of politicians. Not long before his death 
remembered that in that same year,|he told me that he did not believe that 
1873, Mr. Faweett at last succeeded in| he had modified in the slightest degree 
doing what he had unavailingly tried to | any opinion on any subject which he held 
do before—that was, to abolish tests at | when he entered the House of Commons 
Trinity College. Since then Trinity has | in the. year 1865, except on one, and that 
been, at any rate in most respects, a| was this question. He was prepared to 
testless University. In 1879 a further | go almost to any length in assisting the 
attempt was made, also by a Conservative foundation of a Roman Catholic Univer. 
Government. The Queen’s University | sity in Ireland. 
was abolished, although the colleges “ ‘ - 
remained, and what is known as the The next thing that happened arising 
Royal University was instituted. That out of this general interest in the matter 
was a purely examining body, and has | V®s the establishment in the year 1901 of 
remained so down to this time, and its 2 Commission over which the noble and 
existence, I think, has been almost an learned Lord opposite, Lord Robertson, 
unmitigated misfortune for the highest presided. He baie’ assisted by ——— 
type of education in Ireland. | distinguished men. The late Lord Ridley, 
er : | the present Archbishop of Tuam, and the 
One thing is worth noting with regard | gir Richard Jebb were amongst them. 
to this Royal University—that its | That Commission reported in the year 
system of professorships acted as an) 1903, and the effect of its Report was to 
indirect endowment of the Catholic condemn, I think, without any qualifica- 
University in Dublin. That was owing tion, the system of a purely ‘examining 
to the arrangement under which the! University. It also condemned the 
different professors of the new University | indirect system of endowing particular 
were paid. That is to say, those of the | professorships, and it as a whole recow- 
Queen’s Colleges only received a small! mended the institution of a new college 
sum in addition to their stipend, while | jn Dublin, although I think the noble and 
those of St. Stephen’s Green received | Jearned Lord opposite carefully guarded 
the fall payment of professors, and that, himself, if I remember right, from being 
obviously acted as an endowment towards supposed to recommend the establishment 
those particular colleges. Last year, | of a Roman Catholic University as such 
taking entrance examination and degrees | jn the capital of Ireland. ; 
together, about 3,600 students entered | 
for the various examinations at the Royal) [ory ROBERTSON: I stated in my 
University, of whom nearly 2,400 passed, | separate Report that the ground of my 
of whom 486 were women. objection was that I thought it was a 
That has been the condition of Univer. | political question for Parliament to 
sity education in Ireland, and the im- | decide, and not for the Commission. 
provement of that system has been a 
subject of anxious care and study to! *THE Eart or CREWE: I am very 
many statesmen of both parties. I need glad to have that from the noble and 
not mention the prominent part which | learned Lord. Then in 1906 a further 
Mr. Balfour has taken, greatly to his! Commission was held. The Commission 
honour, because it was sometimes, I think, | presided over by the noble and learned 
in opposition to his party interests, in| Lord had been appointed to inquire into 
declaring in and out of season his deter- | the question of University education 
mination to assist if he could in the settle- | outside Trinity College. Trinity did not 
mens of this question. But, as a matter | fall within its purview, but it did fall 
of fact, among the public men of both | within the purview of the Commission ol 
parties who have held office either as 1906. That Commission was also com- 
Lord-Lieutenant or as Chief Secretary in| posed of unusually distinguished men. 
Ireland, there has been, I think, scarcely | It was presided over by Sir Edward Fry. 
one who has returned from Ireland with- | Chief Baron Palles, Sir Thomas Raleigh, 
out a conviction of the necessity of estab- | Professor Henry Jackson of Cambridge, 
lishing in Ireland a University acceptable , Mr. Butcher, whom we all know so well 
The Eurl of Crewe. 
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in another place, and who is also equally 
distinguished on the academic side, Sir 
Arthur Ricker, so well known as the 
Principal of London University, and Dr. 
Douglas Hyde were members of it. All 
but one of those Commissioners, and the 
one was not one of those distinguished 
men that I have mentioned, recommended 
the establishment of a college in Dublin, 
but on one point of the first importance | 
their opinions were diametrically split, | 
and that was the question whether 
Trinity should form part of the new 
University or not. Four of those 
gentlemen recommended that Trinity 
should be included. One, Professor 
Jackson, thought that the inclusion of 
Trinity was the best course that could be 
taken, but believed it to be practically im- 
possible, and three were strongly opposed 
to the inclusion of Trinity. 


In bringing in this measure the 
Government had to decide whether or 
not Trinity should be included. When 
we came to examine the matter at close 
quarters, it was quite evident that Trinity 
strongly objected to inclusion. About 
the position of Trinity College, Dublin, 
there can be no two opinions. It enjoys 
the possession of famous traditions of 
ripe scholarship, and of highly successful 
schools, both in classics and mathematics 
and in theology. It has enjoyed, also, a 
social reputation, for years and centuries, 
for literature and wit which no University 
surpasses. It may be said that among all 
the Universities, the kindly mothers of 
polite learning and of science, not 
one in any country has secured deeper 
devotion or more romantic allegiance from 
its sons than has Trinity. Under those 
circumstances it was no doubt a fascinating 
idea to ask Trinity to bring all its tradi- 
tions to the service of the new University, 
and to act, as Trinity must have acted, 
as leader in the new combination. But 
Trinity did not see the matter in that 
light. ‘Trinity was altogether unwilling 
to join. Whether, in doing so, she 
made one of those great refusals which 
are sometimes made by institutions no 
less than by individuals it is impossible 
tosay ; but it was obviously impossible, 
in view of her opposition, to press the 
point, and therefore we fell back on the 
scheme of the Bill. 

The problem we had to meet was how 
to institute a University in Ireland which 
would be acceptable to the Catholics 
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without endowing a Catholic University, 
which would be to do something which 
has never yet been done in the United 
Kingdom. It might be said, as it often 
has been said : There are no tests now at 
Trinity ; why do not Catholics who 
desire the highest form of education 
attend Trinity College? The one main 
answer to that is that they will not. 
The reason, I think, is not altogether 
far to seek. It is not, of course, that 
Roman Catholic parents and Roman 
Catholic clergy believe that if their 
young men attend Trinity College they 
would be turned into Protestants, but 
they do think that they might return 
from there somewhat less good Catholics. 
The fact that they hold that opinion, 
although a certain number of Catholies 
do go to Trinity, makes a genera! attend- 
ance practically impossible. 
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In some ways the task of the Govern- 
ment was easier than that of any previous 
Government. ‘he question of Belfast 
will settle itself more easily than it ever 
could have settled itself before. Great 
towns like Belfast have now not merely 
become reconciled to the idea of having 
a University, but a University has become 
almost an appanage of first-class towns. 
If Sheffield, with 406,000 inhabitants, 
can have an excellent University, there 
clearly is no reason why Belfast, with 
360,000, should not enjoy a 
similar advantage. It was found that 
when Lord Kelvin strongly recommended 
the institution of a University in Belfast, 
the idea was received there with infinitely 
greater favour than it had ever been in 
former years. Therefore, we leave 
Trinity alone. We propose to form two 
Universities, one with its seat in Belfast, 
and the other with its seat in Dublin, 
consisting of a new college in Dublin and 
the old Queen's College at Cork and the 
old Queen’s College at Galway. As to 
Clause 1, I need only say that for the 
moment the question of the titles of these 
two Universities is postponed. It was 
felt that it would be better that they 
should, so to speak, christen themselves, 
rather than be christened by those who 
might not be in complete sympathy with 
them. But that is a small matter. 

Clause 2 deals with the colleges. I 
need only draw the attention of the 
House to subsection 4 of that clause 


some 


It is one on which a considerable differ- 
ence of 


opinion has existed, which 
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was not altogether reconciled when the 
Bill was discussed in another place. Sub- 
section 4 provides for the recognition — 
that is the word in the Act—or affilia- 
tion, of other colleges by the new Univer- 
sity, and although that recognition is 
carefully guarded, yet it has met with a 
considerable degree of objection. We 
should all agree that if this matter could 
be considered in the abstract the cbjec- 
tion would be fatal to the scheme. It is 
not, as a purely abstract question, a 
desirable thing that a University degree 
should be obtainable by anybody who 
has not shared in the corporate life of the 
University and has not, as a matter of 
fact, lived at the University itself. On 
the other hand we were confronted by 
the practical necessities of the case. 


The two colleges principally concerned 
in this matter are Maynooth, which will 
naturally be recognised by Dublin, and 


Magee, which will naturally be recog: | 


nised by Belfast. It is only fair to state 
that, although those colleges are spoken 
of as theological colleges, they are 
not purely theological, as anybody 
will know who has visited them, 
because there is a faculty of arts at both ; 
and at Maynocth, of which I have the 
most personal knowledge, that is a side of 
education which it would be improper to 
speak of as being neglected. It was sug- 
gested in another place that although it 
might be proper to affiliate Maynooth, 
yet out of three years arts course—the 
whole course, I think, is seven years— 
two ought properly to be spent in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Univer- 
sity. If that is the ultimate outcome of 
this Act, nobody would be more glad 
than myself. One has no right to speak 
in any critical or advisory tone of the 
educational arrangement of a Church to 
which he does not belong ; 
common knowledge, 


siderable number, even in 
itself, who would welcome the possibility 
of such a course as this. But it is not 
practicable at this moment. 


In the first place we must remember 
the important point that we are not ina 
position to found a residential college, 


and it is not possible to provide in Dublin | 


at this moment hostels for students who, 

in view of the fact that they are intended 

for the priesthood, would have to be 

kept under careful supervision whether 
Lhe Eurl of Crewe. 
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but it is! 
I believe, that | 
among Catholics there are a very con- | 
Maynooth | 
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they were at Maynooth or Dublin, 
Under those circumstances it is quite 
clear that to have insisted on this provi- 
sion would be fatal to the reception of 
the Bill in Ireland by those who are 
responsible for that side of education, 
To begin by a controversy of that kind, 
whatever you may think of the merits 
of the case, would have been a poor start 
for the measure and would have undone 
a large part of the good we hope 
the Bill may do. It is important to bear 
this in mind, that the terms on which 
these colleges are to be recognised are 
susceptible of change from time to time, 
and therefore it would be open to the 
senate of either University, whenever it 
thinks that the time has come when such 
a provision of this kind ought to be 
enforced, to make it a condition for the 
continued recognition of either of the 
colleges. 





| 
| Clause 3 deals with the important 
question of tests, and on that I may 
say, because it is a kindred though 
not an identical subject, that it was 
decided in another place, after some dis- 
cussion, not to allow the erection of 
chapels in connection with these Univer- 
sities. As regards the question of tests, 
subsection 2 provides for a custom that 
|does not obtain greatly in England, 
| though it is well known in Ireland, 
and that is the declaration by pro- 
|fessors on taking office. No faculty 
'of theology or divinity can be en. 
'dowed by public money under the Act, 
though those who desire to found pro- 
| fessorships in theology are, of course, at 
| liberty to do so, but those who hold them 
will not be in all respects in the same 
| position as the other officers of the Uni- 
| versity, and the religious belief of the 
| students is carefully safeguarded by a 
conscience clause. 


The next point is one over which a 
It is 
| with regard to the statutes of the Uni- 
versities and the constituent colleges. 
| That has been a matter of some discussion, 
| because the Bill as it stands only pro- 
vides for the regulation of these statutes 
by Parliament. The question has arisen 
| whether the practice of the new Univer- 
sities might not be assimilated to that of 
the Universities in this country. That isa 
question that is to some extent still under 
consideration, but I hope that my right 
hon. friond may find means of meeting 


| degree of controversy has arisen. 
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the wishes of those who have raised this 
point in another place. Then temporary 
Commissioners are appointed. My right 
hon. friend has stated they are a distin- 
guished body of men, both English and 
lrish. They are appointed for the transi- 
tion stage, to draw up statutes and deal 
with the property and the obligations 
of the existing colleges and the Royal 
University. 

As to the finance of the Bill, at present 
Queen’s Colleges each receive £7,000 a 
year from the Consolidated Fund. This 


is brought up by votes and allowances to | 


£13,000 in the case of Belfast, £11,250 
in that of Cork, and £10,600 in that of 
Galway. The Royal University gets 
£20,000 a year from the Irish Church 
surplus, making a total endowment of 
£55,456. The new proposal is that the 
£20,000 of the Irish Church surplus is to 
be divided between the two Universities, 
Belfast getting £10,000 and Dublin 
£10,000. In addition to that, Belfast 
gets £18,000 a year, Dublin £32,000, 
Cork £20,000, and Galway £12,000, 
making altogether a total of £102,000, 
which is £46,544 more than they have 
hitherto been receiving. As_ regards 
buildings, Dublin University and College 
receive a building grant of £150,000, 
Belfast one of £60,000, Cork £14,000, 
and Galway £6,000. Then to Dublin the 
site and buildings of the Royal Univer- 
sity, which cost £77,000, are handed over, 
and the Queen’s Colleges which form part 
of the new University and cost originally 
and with additions altogether £186,000, 
making a grand total of £493,000. 
That, I think, cannot be said to be 
illiberal finance. No building grant, as 
far as I know, has ever been given to an 
English University. To Wales very 
little has been given, for Wales is the 
good child in these matters, and the 
amount raised there by private subscrip- 
tions has been considerable, and the 


Principality has not got much from the | 


Treasury. Scotland, on the other hand, 
18 an astute country, and has had at one 
time or another £380,000 in the shape 
of building grants. 


_This is not: to be a residential Univer- 
sity. It is to be regretted, I think, in 
any case, and all the more in view of the 
fact that Trinity is a residential Univer- 
sity, and, therefore, comparison between 
the two is certain to be instituted, 
although in many respects the new 
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University cannot hope to rival the 
ancient traditions of Trinity. We hope 
that some benefactors will come forward 
from time to time and part with some 
of their superfluous money by way of 
gift or legacy for the purpose of 
instituting a residential University in 
Dublin. I will give only one other set of 
figures—that of the numbers of students 
at the Queen’s Colleges. They show to 
my mind more than anything else the 
necessity of instituting this new founda- 
tion. They have come down progressively 
since 1802. Belfast has fallen from 
502 in that year to 390 in 1906, Cork 
from 348 to 261, Galway from 144 to 
111. I think it is clear that that is due 
to the setting up of the Royal Univer- 
sity. It cannot, I think, be otherwise 
explained. If people could get the same 
degree purely by examination and by 
living where they pleased, they were less 
likely than otherwise they would be to 
attend colleges. Therefore I think we 
may fairly expect, if the Bill is passed, a 
very considerable and steady increase in 
the numbers in these colleges 


I pass rapidly over a great many other 
provisions in the Bill. Clause 10 
provides for the institution of scholarships 
by the Intermediate Education Board of 
Ireland and by county and_ borough 
councils. Clauses 11 and 12 deal with 
various points connected with professional 
education. Clause 13 deals with the 
interests of existing graduates and 
students, and saves the interests of 
those who are at present students of the 
Royal University, because it would be 
obviously unfair for them if, having 
eutered a University course to pass a 
certain examination, they were con- 
fronted in the middle of it with some- 
thing quite different. Then follow long 
and rather complicated clauses upon 


‘which I do not think controversy has 


arisen. 

The first schedule gives the constitu- 
tion of the governing bodies of the 
Universities, and, in addition, draft 
charters of both the Universities and 
colleges have been circulated. The draft 
charters in the case of the colleges 
provide a scheme for the governing 
bodies which is not placed in the Bill, 
and, therefore, the charter can be altered 
without the necessity of coming to 
Parliament. The composition of the 
proposed governing bodies of those 
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colleges is one of the poiuts which has 
formed the subject of some discussion. 


{LORDS} 


We have been told they are not suffi- | 


ciently academic in character, that the 
outside element is somewhat too large. 
That, of course is a matter for discussion, 
and one upon which any man is entitled 
to hold his own opinion. If I may take 


body of thirty-four members, sixteon 
may be taken as being directly academic, 


| education. 


ten appointed by the City and county | 


councils, four appointed by the Crown, 
and four co-opted. 
majority to the academic side. 
it is large enough may be argued, if an 
Amendment is moved on the subject. I 
think it must be borne in mind that it is 


the locality and all those who represent 
it. It is our belief that that is best 


« a7 ode mno | »fe ‘ | ° e 7 
attained by allowing important local | elementary education in England. 


| approach this question in precisely the 


authorities to send representatives to the 
governing bodies. 


That gives a large | 
Whether | 


Such is the character of the measure | 


which I ask your Lordships to read a 
second time ; and, I think, it is pretty 
clear from the history that I gave earlier 
that it is a kind of measure which any 
Government might well be tempted to 
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grievance has been one important con- 
tributory cause to the ill feeling which, 
as we know, has existed from time to time 
between the two countries. Our view is 
that we are very glad to believe that this 
measure offers a settlement. 


We have been taunted—we may be 


Dubli 2 f tk -** | taunted again—with being untrue to our 
as ar sti A. ¢ e gover y | . : . . . q . . 
wolin as an Instance, of the governing | principles by instituting something in the 


nature of endowments of denominational 
Those taunts, I confess, do 
not greatly affect me. I think they can 
only be made by those who are ex- 
ceedingly prejudiced, or who take a very 
shallow view of the facts. The popular 
education of a country must be what the 
people of that country demand in view 


: ; : | Of their beliefs and opinions, whether 
very Important to excite the interest of | 


social or religious. That is exactly the 
spirit in which we approached our 
attempted settlement of the question of 


We 


same spirit. What we desire to do is to 
give to every man, to every boy, freedom 
of opportunity so far as that is com 


| patible with the establishment of a great 


leave alone. My right hon. friend 
the Chief Secretary, however, has 
shown great energy in _ promoting | 
it, and has earned many _hand- | 


some and generous compliments, not only 
from his own side, but from those generally 
opposed to him in politics, 
fore, that the caravan, if I may use the 
simile again, is drawing in sight of home. 
Ireland has waited a long time for some 
measure of this kind; certainly she has 
waited for a full hundred years, Every 
year a new generation of young Roman 
Catholic students has arrived at 
hood without in most cases obtaining the 
highest class of University education. 
That has a political side to it. The 
young student at the time does not 
always recognise his misfortune, for the 
average young man does not usually 
complain that he is being under-educated. 
But when he gets older and finds various 
avenues closed to him and various careers 
thwarted, he must blame somebody ; he 


I hope, there- | 


national system. In the highest eduea- 
tion in Ireland there has existed this 
great gap in the national system. That 
gap this measure is intended, if possible, 
to bridge. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2".” 
—(The Earl of Crewe.) 


*Lorp ASHBOURNE: My Lords, 
after the full and clear statement of the 
provisions of the Bill which has just been 


| given by the noble Karl, [ will venture to 


man- | 


knows he need not blame himself, and, | 
therefore, he blames the British Parlia- | 
ment, which has failed for so long to deal | 


with this question, and I cannot help 
thinking that the existence of this real 
The Burl of Crewe. 


assume that there is no one in your 
Lordships’ House who has not a very good 
idea of the proposals of this Bill. It 
would be impossible for any of us, after 
the discussions that have taken place in 
Parliament, after the proceedings of the 
two Royal Commissions, and after the 
frequent discussions of this matter in the 
Press, not to have a very ample know- 
ledge of all that is meant by the words 
[rish University question. [t is one of 
the most difficult and thorny of Irish 
problems. [ think the noble Earl, if I 
may presume to say so, might have left 
out his closing sentence. Nothing that I 
know of has been said of a taunting 
character in reference to the Government 
in connection with this Bill. But really 
it is something of a challenge to ask us 
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to recognise that this Bill is conceived on | the question. 


the same lines as the solution of the 
English primary education question that 
was presented to your Lordships. The 


noble Earl waved a gentle flag at the | 
close of his speech, but this is not a time 


of the evening that lends itself to going 


out of the way to take up any extraneous | 


topic. 
Tam obliged to the noble Earl for the 
way in which he has referred to the 


University of Dublin, of which I had the | 


honour to be a representative in the 
House of Commons for many years. 
That great University, founded in the 


reign of Queen Elizabeth, was the sole | 


University in Ireland until the founda- 
tion of the Queen’s Colleges. It has hada 


great history and a splendid career, and | 


it is worthy of note that in the Report 
of the last of the Royal Commissions 


referred to by the noble Earl these grati- 


fying words are to be found— 

“ Trinity College as it stands to-day is a noble 
institution for the advancement of sound 
learning, not unworthy of its great traditions 
and of the affection and veneration with which 
it is regarded by its children.” 


Those are worthy and generous words, 


and they are founded upon absolute | 


truth. The connection of the University 
of Dublin with this great question of 
Catholic education is a worthy one, too. 
Long before the great Universities of 
England thought of granting their degrees 
to Roman Catholics, in the year 1793 
Trinity College threw open her degrees to 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland without 
stint or hesitation. In the history ofthis 
question it should never be forgotten 
that the first of the great Universities 
of the Empire that recognised the claims 
of Roman Catholics to University degrees 
was the great University of Dublin. 
Mr. Fawcett’s Act, passed within our own 
memory, threw open every prize, honour, 
distinction, and office within its control 


to everybody, and the portals of Dublin | 


University since the passing of Fawcett’s 
) I 8 
Act have been open to all. 


As an Irishman, and as 
Member for Dublin University, I would 
have preferred if my Roman Catholic 
fellow-countrymen had been satisfied 
with the opportunities presented by that 
University, and I much regret that the 
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Then came the founding 
of the Queen’s Colleges. The Roman 
Catholic Bishops declined to accept that 
solution, and the colleges were put under 
the ban of being regarded as godless. As 
we all know, the demand for a Roman 
Catholic University has grown immensely 
within the last ten years. It is not for 
us in this House, or for the other House 
of Parliament, to say whether we approve 
or do not approve of the demand of the 
Roman Catholics. It is not for us to 
sit in judgment on the opinions and 
desires of other men. Every one has 
a right to his own view as to what he 
desires, and it is not for us to say whether 
the Roman Catholics are right or wrong 
in the demand that they have made. 
They are within their constitutional 
rights, and we are bound to pay attention 
to the way in which they have presented 
their Mr. Gladstone, a man of 
genius and a great University man, 
thought that he could solve the question. 
Well, he tried his hand and failed; and 
he was wise enough never to try it again. 
Two Royal Commissions have sat, pre- 
sided over by men of high eminence and 
composed of men of great distinction, 
and they have given their views. I will 
not discuss the proceedings of those 
Royal Then came Mr. 
Bryce’s scheme, and that was the only 
omission in the speech of the noble Earl. 
The noble Earl never mentioned the 
name of Mr. Bryce. That scheme pleased 
nobody. It touched every point of the 
greatest resistence, and it is not un- 
naturally passed by in the solution 
found in the present Bill. 


Case. 


Commissions. 


The noble Earl has told us the way 
in which the Government approached 
this They appear to have 
applied their minds to it with an anxious 
desire to reach a solution that would 
as far as possible, be acceptable to Roman 


question. 


| Catholics and would not hurt the feelings 


a former | 


authorities of the Roman Catholic Church | 


of other people — a very difficult com- 
bination to work out. The Chief Secre- 
tary is entitled to, and has got, full credit 
for the ability and the skill with which 
he framed this measure. He is entitled 
also to the fullest measure of credit for 
the diplomacy and the adroitness with 
which he carried the Bill through the 
House of Commons. It was passed 
there by great majorities; some im- 


set themselves against that solution of! portant criticisms were made, but the 
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Chief Secretary always met them most 
genially and eloquently, ard his view 
was supported by large numbers in the | 
division lobby. All must admit, I 
think, that the Bill was fairly dealt with 
on both sides in the House of Commons, 
and that it was met frankly and not un- | 
kindly. It is obvious to anyone who 
has studied those debates that there was | 
a desire, as far as possible, to reach a 
settlement of this long fought out ques- 
tion, and, if possible, to find that settle- | 
ment in the Bill of the Government. 
The speech of Mr. Balfour on Saturday 
last was a fine speech, full of generous 
and cordial sentiment towards the Bill, 
and of ungrudging praise of the states- | 
man who had carried it. 


I myself have no desire to suggest 
any doubt as to my action in reference | 
to the Bill. I am prepared to support 
the Second Reading, and to do what I 
can to assist the progress of the Bill 
through your Lordships’ House, of course, 
reserving to myself the right, at the next 
stage, of offering such reasonable and 
fair criticisms as may be right and 
just. The noble Earl, naturally enough, 
hardly mentioned the portion of 
sill that has reference to Belfast. 

quite understand that, because 
is little or no question about it. Belfast 
Queen’s College has had a great and | 
successful career, and no one can doubt 
that, under new conditions as a Univer- | 
sity, it will grow in fame, utility, and 
distinction. The real crer of the Bill 
is to be found in the legislation with 
reference to the new University in 
Dublin. The matters that require exam- 
ination and explanation, the obvious 
and serious difficulties, are all in connec- 
tion with the Dublin University. Mr. 
sirrell was in an enormous difficulty— 
the noble Earl has skated over it very 
delicately—in rors constantly to meet 
the charge that this is a denominational 
measure, and, bearing in mind the 
composition of the House of Commons, 
one can well understand that he did 
not like that charge being made _ so 
often. There is, however, no reason for 
having any hesitation in putting the 
matter perfectly plainly. 


the | 
T can 
there 


The Bill, so far as the drafting of it | 
goes, is framed on undenominational | 
lines. 


Lord y {sh urne, 


{LORDS} 


| second of 


| there 
| . 
i who will not see. 


\is given great authority 
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and particularly those to which the 
noble Earl has referred, will see that 
the structure of the Bill is technically 
undenominational. But when one turns 
to the charters which are to work out 
the Bill, when one sees the mechanism 
to be applied by the charters, and the 
constitution of the governing bodies to 
be called into existence by the charters, 
it is obvious that it is a dencminational 
measure, and intended to be a denomina- 
tional measure. No one with any desire 
to be as frank as the circumstances 
would permit would dream of nesitating 
to admit, in the most candid way, that 
the charters must work out a system of 
education that will be denominational, 


‘If they do not do that, the Bill will not 


satisfy the wishes, the desires, and the 
ambitions of those at whose demand 
it has been produced; and it cannot 
but be a failure if it does not satisfy 
those demands. That is really the posi- 
tion of the case at the present moment. 


| Take the Senate of Dublin University. 


There are no end of loopholes by which 
the atmosphere can come in in a fine, 
vigorous, and robust way at every 
its existence. It is better 
to recognise that as an intelligible and 


, obvious result. 


Anyone who regards this Bill as an 
undenominational settlement of the Uni- 
versity question in Ireland must indeed 
be willing to be deceived; but then, 
are none so blind as_ those 
When the senate is 
in working order there can be no manner 
of doubt as to the atmosphere which 
will control its operations. The senate 
as to those 
whom it will recognise. The Bill says 
that there should be a power given to 
recognise students in the colleges; the 
charter says there is to be power given 
to recognise the colleges. That shows 
what advance was made when the pro- 
moters applied themselves to the pre- 


'paration of the charters, and what is 


Anyone who reads the clauses, | and th: 


the matter that is intended. Power is 
given to confer privileges and to swell 
the roll of graduates in a manner which 
may have considerable result ultimately 
on the management of the U niversities. 
It may be that as time develops and the 
matter is further considered the power 
will “a used in a more moderate way, 
| efforts will be made to avail 
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themselves of the power to confer some | Committee stage some of my noble 
of the advantages of residence on all! friends presented that question for re- 
upils of the colleges. But at present examination. From my knowledge of 
the whole decision in this matter is| Dublin I am quite aware that next to 
given to the senate. Why? The! the Catholic University College there is 
noble Earl said that the Commissioners | a very handsome and fashionable Catholic 
appointed were distinguished men. I} Church, which will, no doubt, be avail- 
agree. Then why are they not given} able while they are waiting for the 
the power to recognise and affiliate ? | building of a chapel, but its locality may 
Why should not the Commissioners | not be convenient. 

have this power while their tenure lasts, 


ard when it ends it could devolve upon | | tf as ealide meenaiad 
the Senate. The Robertson Commission | *P@T ce ae aa sity par eee 
unanimously recommended that the ie own a 7 .™ age pp per 
Royal College of Science in Dublin sayin Saco * eo nal rage 
, ye a ei eal _ Tequirements. We have to look at it 
should be affiliated. Way not give the ~“t gam WI aan Std 1 
(ommissioners power to affiliate that pal aarcmguetarrsee we ee ba by 
en gh te dan. elleetean. of with this solution of the Government ? 
cag ows hele ouslamelt 1 dp ait The Bill has passed the House of Com- 
saa a rt Pins ips affiliation or M028 by large majorities and with a 
Pe die ; ager great deal of approval; it has com- 
recognition is not given by statute. | > Se Ee a captlaeeh enlarge 
That is a suggestion I venture to throw | mesma ainiaae ie spt engraver 
ioe 4. | general approval of the authorities of 
. **  _ | the Roman Catholic Church. As practi- 
Then there is the very large civic’ ¢a] men we must recognise that a settle- 
element in the Senates. That is} ment is desirable, and that we are nearer 
a matter which has been acutely | 4 settlement now than at anv previous 
discussed elsewhere. I will not refer time in the history of this extremely 
to it now; but the noble Earl must not | thorny question. I am in favour, as 
le surprised if it is mentioned in future | [ have said, of granting the Bill a Second 
‘iscussions in your Lordships’ House. Reading, and, subject to fair discussion, 
To call into existence a civic element placing no obstacle in its progress. Yet 
out of all proportion is a very serious jt is impossible to look to the future 
thing, and may _ have considerable | with regard to some important points 
effect. It is impossible to make any real of the Bill without serious misgivings. 
aa here with the new English’ Byt I know that Irishmen are c’ever, 
Jniversities. Then there is the question | that they love learning an irst 
of chapels. It is impossible not to sympa- a I Frontage a = 
thise with Mr. Birrell in his difficulties | general desire of the Roman Catholic 
in trying to meet the Nonconformist | hody in Ireland to make the new scheme 
conscience. In Grand Committee on | 4 success; and, therefore, I trust that 
the Bill, Mr. Butcher, a man of great jt will realise the hopes of its authors 
ability whom everyone likes to praise, and in time become a potent agency 
moved an Amendment that a chapel to as;ist the spread of learning through- 
might be erected by private benefaction oyt the land. e 
within er without the precincts of the 
University or college in Dublin. Mr. Lorzp ORANMORE anp BROWNE: 
Birrell saw the sense of the Amend- | My Lords, it has been the fate of those 
ment and accepted it. But the working | of your Lordships who have been con- 
of the human conscience is sometimes | nected with Ireland during the last 
strange ; and it was intimated to him forty years to find yourselves on nearly 
that the Nonconformist conscience was every occasion in active opposition to 
restive under this proposition, and, | the wishes of the majority of the people 
accordingly on Friday last the erection of that country as expressed by their 
of achapel, even by private benefaction, representatives in another place. I think 
had to be given up. I quite understand | the reason of that is very easy to explain. 
it, but it is one of those things that it is| It is because the subjects which have 
difficult to explain. I should not be in| been dealt with have been nearly always 
the least surprised, however, if at the | concerning either property or the Govern- 


We have to consider this question 
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ment of the country. I think it is uni- 
versally acknowledged that land legis- 
lation, whether good or bad, has seriously 
reduced the value of the land, not of 
the whole of the land of Ireland, but of 
that part of it which belonged to the 
landlord in contradistinction to that 
part which belonged to the tenant So | 
far as the measures which have been | 
introduced have related to the Govern- 
ment of Ireland, your Lordships will 
agree that the opposition which was 
offered to those measures was actuated 
by the sincere belief and conviction that | 
those measures would have resulted in 
a loosening, if not a snapping, of the 
links which bind the two countries 
together. But the Bill which is before | 
us to-night is of a very different nature. 
No one can say that it affects the stability 
of the Empire, and the only way in which 
it affects property is so far as the tenth 
clause is concerned. That clause cer- 
tainly gives very large powers to county 
councils to raise funds in aid of this 
University if they obtain the consent 
of the Local Government Board, although 
without that consent they are 
fined to a sum not exceeding 1d. 
in the £. I think, therefore, the 
people of Ireland will look with much 
interest to see jwhat attitude your 
Lordships will take with regard to this 
measure, and it seems to me that it 
ought to be regarded by us only from 
two points of view. In the first place, | 
we have to consider whether another 
University is needed, and in the second 
place, if such a University is necessary, 
whether such a one as it is proposed to 
establish will satisfy the wishes and the 
requirements of the Roman Catholics 
of that country. I do not propose to 
discuss at all the question of the Univer- 
sity of Belfast. So far as I can make 
out that University is not desired and it | 
is not required, and it is only inserted 
in this Bill for the purpose of satisfying 
that extremely valuable, but at the same 
time, exceedingly liquid asset of the Radi- 
cal Party, the Nonconformist conscience. 


con- 


I propose, with your permission, to 
consider very briefly in detail what are | 
the chief objections which are urged | 
against this Bill. The first is a very old | 
one; it is that Maynooth was originally | 
intended for the education of ecclesiastics 
and «ls> of the Roman Catholic laity, 


Lord Oranmore and Browne. 
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| and that until the Roman Catholic clergy 


agree to restore it to its original use 

° maid | 
no steps should be taken with regard to 
the higher education of Ireland. Ag 


| an argument that sounds very well, but 


as practical men we know that the 
Roman Catholic clergy will never allow 
it to be restored to its original use, and 
consequently those who advocate that 
higher education should be put off until 


| that is done, really wish to postpone 


the establishment of a Roman Catholic 
University until the time of the Greek 
Kalends. The second objection which 
is urged is that Trinity College, Dublin, 
amply satisfies the requirements of the 
people of Ireland; she has opened her 
doors wide, as we have heard, to students 
of all denominations, and she is proud 
to reckon amongst her most distinguished 
alumni members of the Roman Catholic 
Church. I will not give a list of them 


| to your Lordships, but there is one who 


will be well remembered by you—the 
late Lord Morris. [ think this objection 
is a serious one, and deserves to be con- 
sidered. JI, for one, wish that on this 
occasion the Chief Secretary had _ not 
chosen the path of least resistance ; 
that, instead of arranging for three 
watertight compartments, in order that 
Anglicans, Roman Catholics, and Non- 
conformists might be bottled up for 
three or four years and then launched 
on the world filled to the brim with the 
odium theologicum, he had tried to found 
a really national University, where Irish- 
men of all religions, at the age when 
friendships are made, might have met 
and foregathered ; where the religious 
convictions of all would have been 
respected ; where they would have learned 
that good fellows were to be found in 
every denomination, and where, above 
all, they would have been taught that 


lesson which, more than any other, I 
| think my fellow countrymen need'to learn, 


the lesson of mutual toleration. But in 
fairness to the Chief Secretary, I think it 
must be acknowledged that there were 
lions in the path which he would have to 
fight and conquer, had he chosen what 
I believe would have been the better and 
the braver course. [ honestly admit that 
if I were a devout Roman Catholic I 
should hesitate about sending my son, 
at a most susceptible age, to a University 
whose atmosphere is distinctly Anglican, 
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and if [ were, what I fear many of 
my Roman Catholic fellow country- | 
men are, disloyal, [ should certainly | 
not have sent him to a Univer-| 
sity whose proudest boast is that | 
it is loyal to the core. I do not | 
think the whole blame lies on the side 
of the Roman Catholics, because although | 
Trinity College was perfectly willing to | 
make certain concessions I cannot help 
believing that a deep sigh of relief was 
heaved when she found she was allowed to 
pursue her way along the old pathson which 
she had been so successful, unhampered 
by a new and unknown element which 
might have swamped her. 


There is another objection which 
is urged by many educated Roman | 
(atholics—that the University is abso- | 
lutely unnecessary. A well-known Irish 
gentleman, a member of the Roman: 
Catholic Church, said to me the other | 
day, “ Why do you give us thiy Univer- | 
sity? We do not want it. There is| 
nobody to go to it. There is virtually no | 
middle class in Ireland, and we do not | 
want a University for ploughboys.” I} 
said: “If that is your view, and that | 
is what educated Roman Catholics in , 
Ireland think, why do you not ex: | 
press it in public?”’ He replied: “ We | 
cannot do that, it would not do for! 
us to go against the priests; it would | 
make us too unpopular.” I for one} 
am not willing to help those who are | 
not willing to help themselves. I say that | 
the case goes by default, and I do not | 
relieve any of your Lordships would be | 
willing to take up the cudgels on behalf | 
of those who had not the courage to take 
them up for themselves. The last ob- 
jection which is urged against this Univer- 
sity is that it will be priest-ridden ; in| 
other words, that it will be governed 
by clerical influence. Of course it will, 
and if it were not, I do not believe that in | 
the present state of feeling in Ireland | 
it would satisfy the wishes of the Roman 
latholics in that country. I know the 
Chief Secretary thinks it will be an un- 
denominational University, but I am told | 
that the Chief Secretary believes his ad- | 
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be a purely Roman Catholic University, 


with the Pope as patron, Cardinal 
Logne as Chancellor, and with the 


whole bench of Roman Cathole bishops 
as its governing body, for I do not 
believe, unless the University is governed 
by the bishops or by their nominees, that 
Roman Catholics will attend it, and I 
would like to throw upon them the re- 
sponsibility of showing that they are 
able to manage a University so as to 
satisfy modern requirements. 

We live in democratic times, and this is 
a democratic Bill. We no longer affect 
to give the people what we believe to be 
good for them; we give them what they 
want, and my opinion is that what they 
want nowadays is generally what is very 
bad for them. But I believe, at any rate, 
that if we were to take a plebiscite of 
Roman Catholics in Ireland at the present 
time, we should find a large majority in 
favour of a University to be governed by 
the clergy. I should like to say a word 
about the Roman Catholic clergy. I 
used just now the word, “ priest-ridden,”’ 
and I should not like it to be thought that 
I said anything inimical or unfriendly 
towards the Roman Catholic clergy of 
Ireland. I have lived amongst them all 
my life, and amongst their number I can 
count old and valued friends. It used to 
be said in old days that the Roman 
Catholic priest was the centre of every 
form of political intrigue. I believe that 
much of that is changed nowadays, and 
when you find a Roman Catholic priest 
at the head of a political organisation, it 
is nearly always more for the purpose of 
governing and controlling that institution 
than for the object of urging it politically. 
I can say that m my part of the world, the 
West of Ireland, priests are generally 
occupied in looking after the spiritual 
and temporal welfare of their flocks, and I 
must acknowledge that when they look 
after their temporal welfare, they some- 
times wander into political fields where I 
find myself in acute antagonism to them ; 
but except in those matters and on certain 
questions of discipline, where they take 
what I hope they will forgive my calling 





ministration of Ireland has been success- | a rather narrow view of a particular case, 
ful, and a man who believes that will! I am sure that their object is to live on 
believe anything. I wish myself that it | terms of friendliness with their neighbours 
Were not necessary for political reasons to| be they Roman Catholic or Protestant. 
tontinue this farce of calling it an unde-| Of course, they wish to retain control of 
tominational University. I wish it could | education, but I have still to discover 
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the church whose clergy do not wish to do 
the same, and I have no hesitation in 
saying that I would far rather that my 
countrymen were brought up even under 
the strictest form of ultramontanism 
than that Ireland should follow the 
example of those nominally Roman 
Catholic countries where the attendance 
of a man at Mass is sufficient to bar him 
from promotion in the Army, Navy, or 
the Civil Service. 


I should like to say one word about | 


an Amendment which was proposed on 
the Report stage in another place 
end alluded to by the noble Earl the 
Leader of the House, by which it was 
proposed that no one should be able to 
take his degree without being resident 
two years at the University. I am very 
sorry that Amendment was not adopted 
with qualifications, because, as I am in 
favour of a national University where 
Irishmen of all religions might mingle, 
so, in this Roman Catholic University, 
I am in favour of the establishment of a 
hostel where those who are destined to be 
priests will reside, segregated to a certain 
extent, but yet not cut off altogether from 
the laity whoare there. Itissaid that the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy strongly ob- 
jected to this, but it is whispered that 
some younger bishops are not so unfriendly 
to the idea, and I cannot help thinking 
that if this Amendment had been adopted, 
with perhaps a proviso that it was not 
to take effect for ten years, it would not 
have been so unfavourably regarded in 
Episcopal circles as the Chief Secretary 
seems to have imagined. But what 


ever chance there may have been of : 


having a hostel for the education of 
priests in Dublin, it was absolutely done 
away with by the only Amendment of 
importance which was accepted by the 
right hon. Gentleman. I mean _ the 
Amendment which forbade the establish- 
ment of a Roman Catholic chapel in or 
without a college. I was extremely 
sorry to see that Amendment accepted, 
because I am sure that there are many 
Roman Catholics who would gladly have 
contributed towards a chapel which 
might have vied with Trinity College, 
Dublin, and I feel perfectly certain that 
there is no chance of a hostel for Maynooth 
students if there is not a place where those 
students may perform their religious 
duties in common. I hope that when the 


Lord Orunmore and Browne, 


Committee stage arrives your Lordships 
will reconsider that point. 

One word in a lighter vein. Various 
questions have been asked as to what 
shall be the name of this University, and 
no satisfactory answer has been given, 
There is one name which would appeal 
to Irishmen as a suitable name for the 
University, that of the University ot 
St. Patrick, but I am told that that js 
impossible because that name has already 
been taken possession of by St. Patrick's 
College, Maynooth, which will become 
no doubt an affiliated college. Therefore 
I should like to suggest another name. a 
name which will recall the great Roman 
bishop who brought Christianity to this 
island, and will at the same time, com- 
memorate the right hon. Gentleman who 
is giving an undenominational University 
to Ireland; I need hardly tell your 
Lordships that the name | suggest is 
The University of St. Augustine. I shall 
vote for the Second Reading of this Bill, 
not because I believe it is the best 
possible University that could have been 
devised, but because I should like to show 
Roman Catholics that where the stability 
of the Empire is not in danger, and where 
justice is done between man and man, the 
minority in Ireland are only too anxious, 
too willing, to do whatever lies in their 
power to further the wishes and to benefit 
the majority of their fellow-countrymen. 


*Lorp CLONBROCK: My Lords, | 
cannot profess complete satisfaction at 
the Bill now before us, establishing as it 
does a new University, nominally un- 
denominational but having a strong 
denominational character. I should 
much prefer to see the youth of Ireland 
of all denominations educated together, 
and I believe this might be done without 
danger to their religious taith. In the 
course of a tolerably long life I have been 
fortunate enough to count a considerable 
number of Roman Catholics among my 
personal, and some among my intimate, 
friends, many of them earnest and devout 
men deeply attached to the doctrines of 
their Church, and I have never known one 
jarring note struck which might disturb 
the harmony of our intercourse or friend- 
ship or prevent us joining cordially 
together when opportunity offered for 
any public object. It may be said that 
this is the experience of maturer years 
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when a man’s convictions are grounded and 
settled and when his mind is no longer 
so receptive of new ideas or strange influ- 
ences. That is no doubt the case to a 
certain extent, but I believe the same 
conditions might obtain in earlier days. 
I have been assured by friends who have 
gone through Trinity College that not 
only was there no attempt at interference 
with their religion, but that they did not 
fnd themselves in any way debarred 
from associating in every manner with 
the rest of the undergraduates of other 
denominations. I need hardly point out 
the great advantage it would be in the 
future if young men as t! 
would no longer stand arrayed against 


Ley grew wu p 


each other in Opposite camps, but would 
be actuated by feelings of friendship 
towards those around them, and be 
able to combine together for any object 
of public advantage. 

[ would even go further and say, as my 
noble friend has done, that I should like 
to see those who are destined to take 
holv orders educated together with other 
undergraduates. I firmiv believe, and 
my old University recollections, although 
dating from a 
confirm it, that it 


vreat many Vvears back, 
is a great advantage 
for a society of somewhat thoughtless 
voung men to be leavened by the in- 
clusion among them of those of a more 
I also believe it to be 
a great advantage to those who intend to 
take holy orders; that they thereby 
acquire greater knowledge of the world 


serious character. 


and a keener insight into the various 
phases of the thoughts, feelings, and 
aspirations of those whose coursein life will 
be different than thev possibly could do if 
they only associated with students of their 
own character. I believe all this might 
he done without anv danger to the faith 
of those who would participate in such 
education. Indeed, if I thought that it 
was fraught with danger to any voung 
man, that he would be shaken in the 
faith in which he has been brought up, 
I should not advocate united education. 
But unfortunately this feeling of security 
isnot shared in by the great mass of Roman 
Catholics in Ireland, or rather perhaps 
I should sav, of those to whom they 
naturally look for guidance. They refuse 
to accept University education under 


those terms and I do not think it is right | 


to force upon people an education of 
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which they conscientiously disapprove, 
or, what comes to the same thing, to 
force upon them the alternative of 
accepting this system of education or 
without a education 
altogether. 


going University 
[ certainlv am 
not disposed to oppose the Second Read- 
ing of this Bill. 
that have been raised in discussion in 
the other House which [ trust wiil be 


Therefore, my Lords, 


There are many points 


considered in Committee when it comes 
again before vour Lordships’ House. There 
is one great merit, in mv idea, in the Bill 

that it leaves Trinity 
intact. [T° think 
dispassionately considers the great work 
that that venerable 
institution during three hundred years, 
the distinguished who have 
been educated within its walls, and the 
high standard it has ever maintained, 
would think it nothing short of a public 
calamity if anv 


Colleve abso- 


lutelv who 


anvone 
has been done by 


men 


change were introduced 
that might impair its efficiency or reduce 
the value in 
servedly held 
world. In this respect, therefore, [ 
consider this Bill to be a marked im- 
provement on other schemes that have 
been brought forward. I can only hope 
that the educational advantages which 
it offers will be largely availed of in 
Ireland, and that thev will have the 
result which must be the result of any 
system of higher education, of widening 
the ideas of those who profit by them, 
of softening asperities of feeling, and of 
rendermg them more ready to combine 
with others in anything that may advance 
the interests of their common country. 


*Lorp MACDONNELL or SWIN- 
FORD: My Lords, with vour permission 
I shall offer a few remarks upon the Bill 


which its degrees are de- 


throughout the civilised 


which it is proposed to read for the second 
time. I have taken a deep interest in the 
question of University education in 
Ireland, and I have paid special! attention 
to the subject whilst still connected with 


Irish Government. I am not willing, 
therefore, to give a silent vote or to 
abstain from defining my position in 


regard to this Bill, and expressing my 
views upon the general question. Hap- 
pily, it is no longer necessary to state 
the reason or to demonstrate the neces- 
sity for the provision of greater facilities 
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for University education in Ireland. All | 


{LORDS} 


political parties are in practical agreement | 


on that point, and if in recent years any 
divergence of opinion has existed upon 
it, that divergence has been composed 
by the labours of the two Royal Commis- 
sions which have recently considered 
the subject. We in Ireland have been 
looking forward with hope to the result 
of that agreement. Whatever may be 
the particular measure to be adopted for 
giving it effect it cannot fail to promote 
intellectual progress in Ireland and the 
material prosperity of the country. The 
Bill before your Lordships proposes to 
carry that general agreement into effect 


by a multiplication of Universities in | 


Ireland. It establishes two Universities 
in addition to the University of Dublin, 
and I think I am correct in saying that 
by a natural process of evolution a fourth 
or even a fifth University may eventually 
come into existence. This, it is argued, 
proceeds on the analogy of recent aca- 
demical developments in England and 
derives support from the actual state of 
things which prevailed in the Scottish 
academical world. This method of deal- 
ing with the University question in 
Ireland was very clearly before the minds 
of those who considered the question 
before the present Chief Secretary ever 
addressed himself to the subject. 
only speak for myself, but I may perhaps 
be permitted to say that in considering 
the subject there was complete unanimity 


I can | 


of view and absolute identity of purpose | 


between the distinguished men who con- 
sidered the subject and myself. 
ing, therefore, for myself, I confess that 
I entertained very serious doubt as to 
whether those Scottish and English models 
were suitable for the existing state of 
things in Ireland. 
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primary and secondary education in 
Ireland would be taken in hand at once, 
many years must elapse before the new 
Universities would be able to derive from 
the schools the assistance which they 
would want, before they could them- 
selves bring to bear upon the schools the 
influence necessary to stimulate them to 
a tivity. Passing to the English develop- 
ments, my opinion was that the analogy 
between the great commercial centres in 
England which are the seats of the 
Universities and the state of things in 
Ireland is extremely remote. The de- 
mand for higher and better technical 
education in England was, I think, the 
chief tactor which led to the establish- 
ment of the newer Universities, but that 
d mand can hardly be said to exist at all 
in Ireland at the present time. More- 
over, the population of the districts 
served by those new Universities is far 
in excess of the population of the whole of 
Treland, and if regard be haa to the 
resources of the two localities the com- 
parison would be still more adverse. 
These were some of the material con- 
siderations which induced myself and 
others with whom i worked to think that 
a scheme of multiple Universities was 
unsuitable for Ireland, and our 
clusions upon that point were confirmed 
by considerations of academical efficiency 
and political expediency upon which [ 
should like to touch. 


con- 


It is known to your Lordships that one 
of the greatest difficulties we experience in 


| the administration of Ireland is due tothe 


Speak- | 


religious dissensions which distract the 


‘energies of our population and divide it 


In my humble opinion | 


the success of the Scottish University | 


system depended not so much upon the 
number of Universities as upon the excel- 
lent system of primary and secondary edu- 
cation which exists in Scotland, and upon 
the co-ordination of that system with the 
higher teaching of the University. But 
Ireland is lamentably behindhand both 
in regard to 
education, whilst no serious attempt 
has yet been made to co-ordinate the 
work of the two classes of school. Even 
if we were sanguine enough to hope that | 
this most necessary co-ordination of | 


Lord Macdonnell of Swinford. 


primary and secondary | 


| advance 


into hostile camps. We may have been 
over-sanguine, but we believed that that 
difficulty was not imsuperable. The 
promise of events in recents years haa led 
to some assuagement of those hereditary 
animosities, and my own experience as a 
student in Queen’s College convinced me 
that the association, under proper safe- 
guards, of young men of all religious 
beliefs would powerfully contribute to 
mutual toleration and com- 
prehension, objects which should be dear 
to the heart of every patriotic Irishman. 
We thought that by bringing Irish 


| University colleges within the University 


of Dublin in a cordance with what the 
Charter of the University and extant legis- 
lation show to have been the intentions 
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of its founders and supporters, we should 
be giving a powerful impetus to the cause 
of religious and political toleration in 
Ireland. Still more, we believed that the 
bringing of the new colleges into associa- 
tion with the older University, with its 
great teaching and its high traditions, 
ofiered the best guarantee for the main- 
tenance of a high standard of academical 
efficiency of a lay, though reverent 
spirit in Universi y and _ collegia‘e 
administration and of general repute. 
I have never heard of any objection from 
an academical point of view te this plan 
which did not on examination prove 
either invalid or susceptible of easy 
removal. The plan was approved by 
a majority of the last Commission as 
the best which could have been adopted. 
It was received with acquiescence and 
favour by the entire Roman Catholic 
hierarchy of Ireland, and by the Romin 
Catholic laity, by the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, by dis- 
tinguished representatives of the Epis- 
copal Church of Ireland, lay and the 
clerical, and by some of the prominent 
supporters of Nonconformity in England. 
I myself will never cease to regret that 
the plan, which was not only a measure 
for the advancement of education in 
Ireland, but for the mutual reconciliation 
of contending parties, did not commend 
itself to the authorities of Trinity College. 
In my opinion the authorities of Trinity 
College made the great refusal when they 
declined to place themselves at the head 
of this great movement, which ws a 
movement not only for the renaissance 
of learning in Roman Catholic Ireland, 
but also a movement which would have 
lead to the reconciliation of contending 
parties and to the promotion of prosperity 
throughout the country. 


I have heard it urged as an objection 
to the Bill before your Lordships, that 
the new Universities will undersell the 
University of Dublin and starve it to 
death. If this be the result the respon- 
sibility will rest on the authorities of 
Trinity College, who have, I believe, 
sacrified the best interests of their 
country and University to what I regard 
as an outworn prejudice. Should this 
event come to pass I can only hope 
that the wise aspirations of the senior 
Member for the University of Dublin 
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will be borne in mind, and that the 
opportunity of fusion which was rejected 
in 1907 may be turned to good account 
at some future time. 


Failing the plan of a national Uni- 
versity, I should have been glad to have 
seen another plan adopted in the place 
of this Bill. Ishould have liked to have 
seen a new college situated in Dublin 
included in the Dublin University in 
accordance with existing legislation on 
the point, and the colleges united into 
a revived University with charters 
and constitutions somewhat similar to 
those in the Bill. But as the Govern- 
ment deemed the support of Trinity 
College necessary to any Bill which 
could pass through Parliament, and as 
Trinity College would only give its sup- 
port on condition of “‘ Hands off Trinity,” 
I admit that the Bill now before your 
Lordships is as good as any that could 
be accepted from that unholy alliance. 


I am, therefore, not disposed to subject 
this Bill to any meticulous criticism. 
I accept it as a whole, but with one 
reservation. Wherever and whenever in 
Ireland in recent times the cry of Uni- 
versity reform has been raised, that ery 
always contemplated the creation of 
not merely teaching but also residential 
colleges. It is, therefore, to me and to 
all Irishmen a source of extreme regret 
to find that the colleges which are now 
presented to us are to be mere collections 
of classrooms and laboratories. It has 
been said in the course of these discussions 
that the modern idea of a University 
excludes all that association of students 
and all those amenities of college life 
upon which every University man’s 
memory loves to linger. If that be the 
case, | must only regard this modern 
idea of a University as a Beeetian ; 
I think I heard from the noble Earl 
on the front bench that it comes from 
Sheffield. At all events, I wish to quote 
to you, in comparison with that idea, 
the following passage from a great and 
revered master, the late Cardinal New- 
man— 

“Tf [I had to choose between a so-called 
University which dispensed with residence and 
tutorial superintendence, giving its degrees to 
any person who passed «n examination in a 
wide range of subjects, and a University which 
had no professors or examinations at all but 
merely brought a number of young men together 
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for three or four years, if I must determine 
which of the two courses was the more successful 
in training, moulding, enlarging the mind, 
which sent out men the more fitted for their 
secular duties, which produced better public 
men of the world, men whose names would 
descend to posterity, I have no hesitation in 
giving the preference to a University which did 
nothing.” 

My Lords, I commend that extract to 
your consideration. The subject is not 
one of detail. It is one of principle, 
and I think that the Government 
will not launch this great undertaking 
in a manner suitable and in accordance 
with the wishes of the Irish people unless 
some further grant is made for the pur- 
pose of establishing residential colleges. 
I would also suggest that by this means, 
by establishing residential colleges, you 
will bring about that result which so 
many speakers have desired, the bringing 
of young students from Maynooth to 
attend lectures at the University. If 
it be impossible to obtain a further 
grant from the Treasury. I would submit 
to vou that there is one place in Dublin 
which could be utilised for the purpose 
of the Dublin Coilege. It is a place and 
a site around which many memories, 
inspiring memories, of Irish life linger. 
In ancient Celtic tradition it was a place 
of learning and of saintliness ; in medieval 
times, of Norman prowess, of the doings 
of the Knights Templars and Knights 
Hospitalers, and later on down the 
centuries from Tudor times to present 
days the name of the hospital at Kilmain- 
ham frequently occurs in Irishannals. If 
the Treasury are unable to find the money. 
let them make over that Institution to 
the new college, and in that way throw 
some lustre upon, and attach 
dignity to, this new creation. 


some 


*THeE Earn or MAYO: My Lords, 
we have listened with the greatest in- 
terest to Lord MacDonnell’s speech, 
but there is one remark I wish to make 
arising out of it. The noble Lord said 
that the scheme which we in Ireland 
know as Mr. Brvce’s scheme would have 
brought about the niutual conciliation 
of contending parties and that practically 
the contending party was Trinity College. 
To that statement of the nob!e Lord 
I egree. Then he went on to say that 
as it was a case of “ Hands off Trinity,” 
we had to accept the present Bill. 

Lord Macdonnell of Swinford. 
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I agree, and what 
to your Lordships to-night is that 
I, for my _ part, accept the Bill, 
because Trinity College is not in any 
way to be interfered with. Then as to 
the remarks from the noble Earl who 
introduced the Bill into this House. 
The noble Earl said that there was haste 
in the matter and that it was bad to 
allow the matter to simmer too long. 
That was followed by a remark from the 
noble Marquess who leads us on this 
side of the House to the effect that it 
might be an Irish stew that was simmer- 
ing. Then the noble Earl, in dealing 
with the Bill, went on to say that it was 
like a caravan that was marching through 
the desert with the drv bones of the 
different preceding schemes lying on 
each side. Well, I only hope that the 
dry bones will not prove to be the dry 
bones of the Irish stew. I assure your 
Lordships that we are not going to allow 


I want to say 


this matter to become dry bones: we 
have the Bill and we are going to work 
together to trv and make it a success. 
I think it is right that we should con- 
gratulate the Chief Secretary that at 
last he has sueceeded in’ bringing in, 
and passing, a measure of education, 
and that that education is to apply to 
Ireland. But there can be no doubt, 
no matter what has been said about it, 
that this is a denominational measure, 
because the charters and their working 
must result in there being a denomina- 
tional University with a college in Dublin. 
I do not quite understand how the Non- 
conformist been got 
over in this matter. The other day I 
was speaking to a Nonconformist minister 
and he said to me— 

“ Well, in this matter we consider Ireland to 
be quite outside the range of our thoughts; in 
regard to education we have put aside the 
question of Ireland altogether.” 


conscience has 


It comes, therefore, to this, that in this 
matter Nonconformists consider Ireland 
to be absolutely a separate entity. 

No doubt the Bill will pass the Second 
Reading to-night and we shall follow 
the Leader of the House of Commons 
in this matter. At this point I must 
unhesitatingly congratulate the Chief 
Secretary on having got all parties and all 
creeds in Ireland to agree on this measure 
and I am sure the Bill, within its limita- 
tions, will be a success. As to its defects, 
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there is first and foremost the fact that 
this University of Dublin is not residential. 
That, to the minds of those of us in the 
south of Ireland, is one of the most im- 
portant things. The Royal University 
is swept away, and I noticed that the Chief 
Secretary, in dealing with this matter on 
Saturday last, mentioned that Lord 
(Castletown, the present Chancellor of 
the Roval University, helped him in 
every way to annihilate himself and to 
annihilate the University! The Uni- 
versity was solely an examining body, 
and another had been put in its place 
with the difference that the new Uni- 
versity in Dublin is to teach as well as to 
examine. 

As regards the non-residential factor 
in this Bill, it is a question whether 
parents will be willing to send their 
sons to lodgings in Dublin. It will 
also have this effect, that there will 
be no kind of discipline. There is a 
college but no college life, and there 
college friendships formed— 


are no 


friendships of long endurance. Thenas to | 


the buildings, which buildings I know 
very well, and which were the old Ex- 
hibition buildings of 1868, I have no 
hesitation in saying that there is plenty 
of room in the grounds that exist there 
for the building of, at all events, a small 
residential college. A> small one would 
{ do not think 
there is any great hurry in this matter, 
and small beginnings make great ends, 
whilst [ am sure that there are many who 
would be willing to help materially out 
of their own pockets to build a residential 
college and to meet the Government in 
the matter. Maynooth would, no doubt 
be affiliated, and in regard to that I 


be a commencement. 


should like to draw attention to a most 
remarkable passage in the evidence 


given before the Robertson Commission 
by Dr. O’Dyer, the Bishop of Limerick, 
who strongly advocated a residential 
University. Remembering the cr:ticism 
that has been poured on this measure 
by Dr. O'Dyer, it is interesting to note 
what le said. His words were— 


& 


We are, in Dublin, within very easy dis- 
tance of Maynooth, which is our great ecclesias- 
tical college, so that if we had a central in- 
stitution in Dublin we might hope in a very 
short time to have init a very large number of 
students. I should not be at all surprised if 
our numbers were well over 1,000, or, perhaps, 
2,000 students in a very short time, and then we 
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should have really an immens¢ institution in the 
country. Then, again, we think it ought to be 
a residential institution. Trinity College is 
residential and, while we do not think that 
residence or attending University lectures 
ought to be an absolute condition of getting 
University degrees, yet we think that there 
ought to be an opportunity for an adequate 
number of our students getting the education 
of a residential University, because we believe 
that residence, by itself, and the mixing of 
students with one another, and with the fellows 
and their teachers, has a great educational 
effect upon them. It is particularly desirable 
therefore that we should get a residential 
institution in Dublin, and we consider that it 
would be rather unfair and unequal treatment 
to have Trinity College here, in Dublin, for the 
Episcopal Protestants who can reside there, and 
to have our Catholic young men without any 
home knocking about in the lodging-houses of 
the town.” 


| think that is a very remarkable state- 
ment, and one with which many of your 
Lordships will agree. It would be of 
incalculable benefit to young men who will 
be our future priests, and who will take 
care of the Roman Catholics throughout 
Ireland, to go up to Dublin for a short 
time and live in a college away from 
Maynooth, mixing with the other col- 
legians in their work and in their games. 


The noble Earl who leads the House 
knows Maynooth very well, and I should 
like, I hope without hurting the feelings 
of any Roman Catholic, to mention a 
little incident which occurred. We had 
a meeting of the Archeological Society 
of my county at Maynooth and were 
addressed by Dr. Brown, now a bishop 
in the South of freland, on the antiquities 
in the neighbourhood, and then we were 
shown over the place; going into the 
library I asked the assistant librarian : 
**How do you teach history, and have 
vou got a History of England in the 
library ?”” He replied: “* No; history is 
taught by the lecturer.” That shows, 
therefore, that history is taught not from 
the books that one would find in any 
ordinary but by the lecturer 
whose ideas about history are communi- 
cated to the young men who have charge 
more or less of the population of Ire- 
land. Then with regard to the finances 
of this Bill: there were some figures dealt 
with by the noble Earl about which I was 
not quite clear—the mention of a sum of 
£46,555 out of the present endowment. 
I do not quite understand what that 
means. 


library 
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*THE Ear, or CREWE: That is the 
sum total of the additional grant, as 
compared with the present grants paid to 
the various Queen’s Colleges. It is the 
difference which comes from the Treasury. 


*THE Earu or MAYO: That is satis- 


factory. Then there is the £20,000 per | 
annum. That is a fairly generous gift, 


and I should have thought there would | 


have been enough money to build a 
residential college. It must be remem- 
bered that that £20,000 is part of the 
monies acquired by the disestablishment 
of the Irish Church and it is to be 
divided -between Dublin and _ Belfast. 
That is all very well, but it is Irish 
money. In Dublin there is to be a 
Roman Catholic atmosphere and in 
the other a Presbyterian atmosphere. 
The Chief Secretary said on the First 
Reading of the Bill in another place— 


“Where Ireland would be, or where should | 


I be, without this Church fund, I dare not 
think ; it is indeed a horn of plenty.” 

I am a member of the Irish Church, and 
I like to have it recalled to my mind 
that the horn of plenty is being used for 
a Roman Catholic University in Dublin, 
and a Presbyterian one in Belfast. It is 
an interesting fact that has now become 
almost a historical fact. I make these 
remarks not in any carping spirit what- 
soever. I welcome the measure in 
every possible way, and say that 
this Bill has every reason for passing 
both Houses. We shall all, 
try to make it a success, and I, with 
many others, will watch with the greatest 
interest the progress made by our latest 


University, and I feel it will depend | 


almost entirely, talking of Dublin, on 
the way the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
and the Roman Catholic laity work 
together for the good of this great—I 
think it will be a great—University. 
We may criticise details, but one great 
principle remains: the Roman Catholic 


population have as much right to a/| 


college with an atmosphere of Roman 
Catholicism as we have to help to hold 
Trinity College. 


*Lorp KILLANIN: My noble friend 


Lord Macdonnell is, as far as I know, | 


the only Catholic Member of the House 
who has as yet spoken, and I think, 
therefore, that possibly it is only right 
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| that some Member from this side of the 
House who is a Catholic should, how. 
ever inadequately, endeavour to put 
before your Lordships some of the views 
| which many of us Catholics hold jn 
' connection with this question. I can 
| say myself, honestly, that in so far as 
'T have taken any part in political life 
‘either in Ireland or in this country in 
another place, this question of Irish 
University education for the Catholic 
people of Ireland has always deeply 
interested me, and it has for many 
vears seemed to me to be far and away 
the most important question in con- 
nection with Irish matters. Also, my 
Lords, the reality of the grievance under 
that heading, and the urgent and ever- 
growing necessity for dealing with that 
grievance, has always received, whether 
in public or in private, whether in sym- 
pathetic or in unsympathetic company, 
my unwavering support. And in later 
vears, inasmuch as I am a Senator of 
the Royal University, which University 
iis to be dissolved under this Bill, and 
‘jnasmuch as I am also » Commissioner 
of National Education in Ireland, it has 
also more or less been my duty to give 
some attention to the state of affairs in 
connection with this matter, and to the 
/ consequences arising therefrom. Ac- 
‘cordingly, I should like, with your kind 
indulgence, to endeavour this evening 
to give expression to some of the 
views which I hold on this ques- 
tion, and some of the considerations 
which influence me in connection with 
| this matter, and also I should like, on 
i this important occasion in the history 


'of Ireland, to give expression, for 
| my part, to the great pleasure and 
'the great hopefulness with which I 
{see at last this question apparently 


\ 
| 


about to reach a satisfactory solution. 
In the first place, and T think it only 
right, I should like to add my humble 
| tribute of sincere admiration for the 
| courage and perseverance, the tact and 
patience, to say nothing of course 
of his well-known abilities and elo- 
quence, which the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland has shown in tackling this most 
difficult problem, which had baulked 
/soO many great men before him. For 
'my part, I warmly admire the bold, 
and even chivalrous, determination with 


| 
) 
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which the Chief Secretary for Ireland has 
insisted upon finding a solution to this 
problem, and with which he has insisted 
furthermore in carrying that solution 
to a successful issue, and that in spite 
of great difficulties and great and threat- 
ening dangers and risks, both to himself 
personally and to the Party to which 
he belongs. When I have said that, I 
think that even he, the triumphant 
hero in this matter, will generously 
agree with me that, although nothing 
can deprive him of the credit of having 
settled this question, or of the victory, 
the rough and difficult way which I 
admit he has trodden to the goal had 
been, to a large extent, smoothed 
and paved by the earnest and the 
powerful advocacy which Mr. Balfour 
has now for twenty years given to the 
furtherance of this question. When I 
recall to mind the many speeches 
which Mr. Balfour delivered on this 
question in another place, specially the 
famous speech delivered nineteen years 
ago, at Partick in Glasgow, when I recall 
further a passionate speech of his in 
response to a hostile deputation of his 
own constituents that waited on him 
in Manchester, I cannot but feel that, 
although Mr. Balfour was denied the 
satisfaction of adding the settlement of 
this question to the many other remedial 
measures which he passed for the benefit 
of Ireland, the eventual settlement of 
that question owes a great deal to, and 
was largely facilitated by, his powerful 
advocacy and loyalty on this subject. 
But, my Lords, when I think of 
that advocacy, when I recall to mind 
the many eloquent speeches which 
he delivered on this question, 
when I recall to mind what I might , 
almost call his pathetic appeals to his | 
own Party to let him, their leader, and 
above all, their chosen leader in Irish | 
matters, deal with this question, it is | 
painful to me to think of how he was | 
obstructed and successfully prevented 
from dealing with this question by the 
intolerance and the selfishness of a small 
section of his own Party. Many of us 
in Ireland felt that very much, because 
We considered that this was one of those 
Irish grievances that stood out from 
others as a just complaint of the Irish ; 
people which this Parliament, as long as it | 
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to listen to and bound to remedy. We 
considered furthermore that the duty of 
settling that question devolved especially 
on that Party in the State whose principal 
maxim and pledge was, in reference to Irish 
affairs, that the Imperial Parliament was 
willing and capable of dealing with any 
real Irish grievance, which is to my 
mind the only possible position for any 
feasible Unionist policy in Ireland. It is, 
if we come to think of it, but a con- 
tinuance of that policy known as justice 
to Ireland which even O'Connell ad- 
vocated many years ago as an alternative 
policy to repeal of the Union, and cer- 
tainly, as far as I am concerned, it 
is the only Unionist policy that I 
have ever supported, and the only 
Unionist policy that I can ever imagine 
myself supporting. Accordingly, my 
Lords, it was with dismay, amounting 
almost to despair, that many of us in 
Ireland in the later days of Unionist 
administration saw the weakening of 
that policy, and saw a great and just 
complaint of the Irish people such as 
this shelved and put on one side and 
actually contemned, and Mr. Balfour 
beaten in his own Party and in his own 
Cabinet, on this puestion. Many of us 
in Ireland winced under what we felt 
was a true indictment, namely, that the 
treatment of this question by the official 
Unionist Party had furnished an un- 
answerable argument in favour of Home 
Rule, and had struck a heavier blow at the 
Union than it had ever received before. 
However, fortunately sometimes, even in 
this world, things turn out better than any- 
one expects, and now, the carrying of this 
great measure of justice for the people of 
Ireland, carried in the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, in a Protestant Parliament, in 
what I might call, to make use of a much 
abused word,a denominational Parliament, 
with the assistance and co-operation of 
both the great Parties in the State, is to 
my mind a redemption and an eloquent 
of what I have said 
must be a fundamental and essential 
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| pledge and maxim of any possible 
| Unionist policy 
| that Irishmen can look to the Imperial 
| Parliament for the removal of any real 
| Irish grievance. 


in Ireland, namely, 


The question then arises : Is this a real 


is responsible for Irish affairs, was bound | Irish grievance and has the settlement of 
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this question been urgent ? I donot want, 
to go into the whole history of this 
question, especially at this late hour 
of the night, but I think, in order 
to understand somewhat the genesis 
and the growth of the demand of 
the Catholic people in connection with 
this matter, it is necessary to take a brief 
glance at Irish history. It is necessary, 
however shortly, to look to past times in 
Ireland, when the Catholic people, who 
were the majority of the people, had all 
their property confiscated, their churches 
and their schools destroyed or taken from 
thm, when education was a crime, and 
their whole social and political position 
was ruined and destroyed, and when the 
people lived as serfs or banished from their 
own country. We see them then living on 
for generations, and for centuries, without 
churches, without schools, without pro- 
perty, without education, but 
true to and steadfastly holding by the 
faith of their fathers, in spite of every 
worldly temptation and inducement 
to do otherwise. I do not wish to 
dwell on that part of Anglo-Irish history. 
I am only too glad to turn mv _ back 


upon that dark passage of history, but ' 


if I do so, I do so on one condition, 
and that is that we remember that we 
have left the Catholic Trish people very 
poor and very uneducated and without 


any opportunity of being in any other 


position. But when we turn from that 
period, and come down to pleasanter 
times in the history of Ireland, we see 
down through the decades of the last 
century the Catholics being gradually 
emancipated, gradually given means 
of gradually being enfran- 
chised and allowed to take some part 
in the government of their own country. 
And we come to the last decades 
of the last century what is the position ¢ 
We then find that, so to speak, a new 
class has grown up in Ireland, a new 
veneration. They are the same people, but 
they hold a different position. There is a 
great body of Catholic people whom this 
House and Parliament emancipated, whom 
this House enfranchised, into whose 
hands Parliament has given all local and 
political power in Ireland, and in whose 
hands rests, for good or for bad, absolutely, 
the future destinies of Ireland, When 
that is the position, when you have that 
class in Ireland holding that great 


Lord Killaunin, 


education, 


as 
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position, that great power, and those great 
responsibilities, it has always passed my 
comprehension how anyone could hesitate 
to give them every possible facility for 
education and refuse to give the demo. 
eracy, which is going to rule in Ire. 
land as elsewhere, every opportunity 
of taking an enlightened and_ broad. 
minded view of its own powers and 
responsibilities. My Lords, it is for the 


| purpose of meeting the needs of that 


new class, of that new generation who 
are so powerful in Ireland, that a Bill 


| like this has been brought into Par- 
liament. It is for the purpose of 


still | 


meeting the needs of those classes that 
for the last forty vears the Catholics of 
Ireland have been asking Parliament to 
assist them in making arrangements for 
the higher education of the Catholic people 
of Ireland, and it is on account of that 


situation that almost every statesman, 
as the noble Earl the Leader of the 
House has pointed out, during the 


last forty vears, who has had any connee- 


tion whatever with the Government of 
Ireland, has borne testimony to the 
necessity of settling this question. 


Those gentlemen have for the most part, 
mv Lords, been Englishmen. They have 
been Protestants, and their natural pre- 
judices would not have inclined them to 
take this view. There are such well: 
known instances as the noble Viscount who 
sits on the Front Opposition Bench, Lord 
St. Aldwyn, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, who 


was for so many vears Chief Secretary for 


r* t ] ae 
Ireland; Viscount Moriev, also Chief 
Seeretarv: and such statesmen and 


well-known politicians in connection with 
Ireland as Mr. Lecky, Sir Edward Carson, 
Lord Cadogan, and Mr. Wyndham. Also, 
as has been pointed out, two Royal Com- 
missions composed of the greatest educa- 
tional experts that could be discovered 
in these islands, Scotsmen and English- 
men, for the most part Protestants, have 
also borne testimony to the necessity of 
settling this question, and the tragedy 
of the situation is that we should be only 
now settling it when it is almost too late. 
[ savy it isalmost too late because, although 
it is impossible to exaggerate the injury 
that has already been done in Ireland by 
the neglect of this question, the whole of 
the higher and nobler life of three-quarters 
of the population of Ireland has been 


thwarted and stunted during that period. 
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\ bitterness has been created in the 
(ytholic class in Ireland that did not 
exist and need not have existed. All 
the influences of higher education and 
wulture, which do so much for the general 
«od of the community in innumer- 
able ways, have been almost entirely 
bsent during all this period as far 
sthe great body of the Irish people are 
oncerued, and it is because this state of 
airs, even though late, is going, I 
iplieve, to be remedied, that I have no 
ipsitation in welcoming this Bill. 


( 


I believe that under this Bill will be 
mdela great national popular Univer- 
itv, reflecting public opinion and there- 
‘re able to guide public opinion, reflecting 
wpular aspirations and therefore able 
» guide popular aspirations, reflecting 
the popular opinions and tastes of the 
Irish people, and therefore able to guide 
them, It is for these reasons that J, al- 
though like other Members of this House, 
[do not consider this in al respects an 
leal measure. I welcome it. I welcome 
tas, to my mind, the best under all the 
cumstances, I welcome it asa practical 
vlution of a practical question, and I 
iv that it should not be judged on rigid 
rinciples or on abstract theories or ideals. 
The case of Ireland is always a concrete, 
yractical one, and to my mind many of the 
stakes that are made in the government 
fTreland arise from the fact that ques- 
are treated on 
Ireland fits in with 





‘ons 


no theory or 


eal or principle that was ever heard of. | 
Its people are too varied, its history has 


een too cheekered, and its Governments 
r too fickle, and therefore in this matter, 
sinevery other Irish matter, all we should 
sk for and all we should look for is the 
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theoretical lines. | 


est under all the extremely contrary | 


dibernian circumstances. Although, 
this Bill practical 


vlution of a practical question, there 


| welcome as a 


re, of course, in it some blemishes which 


lregret to see, 
ities that the Chief Secretary has not 
en able to make some provision for 
vsidential quarters. That fact will 
Sippoint the people of Ireland. They 
fe Wanimous on that subject. It will 
fear, the enthusiasm and 


ilreland, and it will create jealousies 


t 





[ think it is a thousand | 
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it will prevent this measure having finality. 
When I think of how far the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland has gone, of how 
successful he has been in carrying this 
measure so far, I think it is a pity 
that he should not even now meet the 
wishes of the Irish people on this subject. 


I shall not detain you any farther 


at this hour of the night by going 
into many other points, which I 


could easily do, that have been raised, 
such as whether the University is 
denominational or not. To my mind 
it is not denominational in any proper 
sense of the word. There are no tests, 
there are no barriers, there are no means 
of excluding anyone, it will not be 
denominational and only Catholic ; 
because the people of [reland are Catholic, 
and if all the people of Ireland went to 
bed to-night Catholics but woke up to- 
morrow morning Mahomedans, with 
turbans on their heads, this Bill could be 
sent over to Ireland without a single 
change in its constitution, and it would 
suit the Mahomedans of [reland just as 
well. 

I shall not detain your L wrdships 
further, but conclude by again expressing 
my sincere pleasure and my great hope- 
fulness in connection with the settlement 
of this question. | that the, 
settlement is in the first place a noble 
work in the cause of the education of 
the people of a country. I do not see how 
you could do a greater work. When, 
furthermore, [ consider the difficulties 
of the situation, [ think it is an act of the 
highest statesmanship. i also look 
upon it as a great measure of justice, of 
conciliation, and of reparation to the 
people of Ireland. This Bill 
moves the last disability from which 
the Catholic people of Ireland suifered 
and which through so many centuries 
and generations handicapped them so 
hopelessly in the struggle of lie, and 
late as this measure of relief and justice 
has come to Ireland, I, nevertheless, think 
now that it has come that there should 
be recognised and seen in this settlement 
of this question a generosity of spirit, 
a toleration, a liberality of thought, 
and a friendliness of disposition on the part 
of the people of England and of Scotland 
which deserve and ought to receive the 


consider 


re- 


‘other Universities, and to my mind (grateful appreciation of the people of 
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Ireland. For my part, my Lords, 1 | 
earnestly trust and pray that this crown- | 
ing act of conciliation to the Catholic | 
subjects of His Majesty in lreland may | 
do much to increase that peace, that | 
mutual confidence, and that mutual 
good-will which we should all desire to see | 
existing and growing between the people 
of these two islands that God and nature | 
have put so close together. 


*THe Eart of DONOUGHMORE: In 
view of the late hour of the evening, 
I am unwilling to detain your Lord- 
ships for long, but I am also unwill- 
ing to give an entirely silent vote in| 
supporting the Bill which is now before 
us. Iam sure it will be admitted by the 
noble Lord opposite, who, I believe, is 
to wind up the debate on the part of the 
Government that whatever criticisms 
have been made from this side of the 
House have been friendly criticisms. 
They have not been criticisms attacking 
the Bill with the object of destroying it, 
but have been rather criticisms expressing 
dissatisfaction that the scheme which is 
at present before us is not complete 
enough in certain respects. I do not 
think that can be said of the criticisms 
in the speech of the noble Lord 
opposite, the late Under-Secretary for 
Ireland. His criticisms I do not think 
I describe unfairly when I sav that they 
attacked the structure set up by the 
messure now before your Lordships far 
more than did the criticisms levelled 
from this side of the House, and I confess 
that if I had been blindfolded and had 
heard the speech without knowing who 
was delivering it, I should not have been 
very surprised to hear it finish with a 
Motion for the rejection of the Bill. I 
think it will be interesting for the future 
historian—it is not our business to do 
so to-night in view of our ignorance of all 
the facts of the case—to puzzle out how 
it is, in view of the contrary views which 
the noble Lord holds, that the Bill is 
in its present shape. And here, my 
Lords, I want to disagree a little with 
the speech of the noble Lord and the 
noble Lord who introduced the Bill as 
to some of the history that has been 
put before your Lordships. The noble 
Earl, the Leader of the House, gave us 
a most complete resume of the efforts 
to supply a University education which | 


Lord Killanin. 
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would be satisfactory to the wants of oy 
Roman Catholic fellow citizens in Treland. 
but I noticed he passed by very lightly 
what is known familiarly as Mr. Bryce’s 
scheme, whereas on the other hand, the 
noble Lord opposite devoted the mos 
part of his remarks to pointing out its 
excellencies. The noble Lord assured ys 
that practically that scheme was received 
in Ireland with open arms. I did not 
quite catch, but I think he suggested, 
that it was so received by the Anglican 


Church of Ireland. 


Lorp MACDONNELL or SWIN. 
FORD : Distinguished members of the 
Church of Ireland. 


*THe Ear, oF DONOUGHMORE: | 
am much obliged to the noble Lord for 
his explanstion. My Lords,I am a loyal 
member of the Church of Ireland, and 
I desire to remain at all times loyal 
to its most distinguished men, but 
I think I can promise the noble Lord 
that if it had ever been suggested in 
our synod that we should have approved 
of Mr. Bryce’s scheme, sonre of my 
friends in Ireland could have given 
the proposer of that measure a very 
lively time. The scheme was u- 
doubtedly received by some people 
at first acquaintance, with favour, because 
we were all disposed to receive any 
attempt to deal with this long delayed 
question with favour, but on examination 
I do not think there were many people 
in Ireland in favour of the scheme. 
and I am certain there is nobody 
in favour of it now outside the 
immediate circle of its authors. It 
was very soon after its creation 


damned with extremely faint praised. 
and surely a justification and a finalj: 
proof of that fact lies in the fact thatg. 


it forms no part of the present scheme, 


I want, if I may—TI think I can do it. 


accurately—-to amplify a little some of 
the history which has b-en put before 
us this evening. The noble Lord 
opposite had a great deal to talk 


about, and, therefore, I am sure Ij, 
,was only an accidental omission 0! 
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his part, but I think he showed a 
tendency to attribute the failure 0% 
adoption of Mr. Bryce’s proposals solely 
to the attitude of Trinity College. ! 
do not think that is a fair reflectiom 
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think it is fair to argue that this scheme 


opposition of Trinity College made Mr. 
Brvce’s scheme impossible. 


Tae Earn or CREWE: I certainly 
ji{ not mean to say that, although I 
may have seemed to imply that that 
yas the only cause, but it undoubtedly 
yas a ruling consideration. 


*Pur EAarL OF DONOUGHMORE: I 
ww much obliged to the noble Lord. 
| quite agree that the opposition of 
Tinitv College was a cause, and an 
important cause, but it was net the 
wle cause, and I do net think it was 
oven the most important cause, which, 
Ithink, hes in the fact that the scheme 
yould nave been absolutely unworkable 
in practice, in view of the invariable 
pactice of the Roman Catholic Church 
in dealing with educational matters, 
beause, word it as vou like, the Bryce 
«heme would have set up a system of 
nixed education, a system of education 
shich Protestants and Roman Catholics 
ere to be asked to share together, 
i system of education that we Pro- 
stants, many of us, approve of, 
jut a system that hardly any Roman 
(atholic can be found to advocate. I 
take that from the action of the Roman 
(atholic bishops. They in times past 
id have had systems of mixed edu- 
ation on several occasions. Trinity 
(lege did their best, by offering 
tem the provision of a divinity school, 
bring the Roman Catholics into 
Imity College on absolutely equal 
wms with their Anglican fellow-subjects. 
the Roman Catholie bishops did not 
ike the proposal. I do not blame them 
or that. 


adge as to whether they would accept 
Tor not. 
stem of elementary education in Ire- 
ind or in England, whether you look 
t the treatment of the negotiations 
' Trinity College on this matter, it 
us been made perfectly clear that the 
oman Catholic hierarchy will not coun- 
tance any system of mixed education, 
hether it be, as I say, elementary 










q‘iucation or higher education. I do not 





fumble at this, because they are the 


;; only brought forward because the | 
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on that subject. But I believe that that 
state of things, which exists to-day just 
as strongly as ever, would have made the 
working, although it would not have pre- 


| vented the passing, of any scheme for nded 


on Mr. Bryce’s proposals absolutely 
impossible. That, my Lords, is all I 
desire to say beyond this. I have 
ventured to say several times before 


| that I live in Ireland every day when 


It was a subject on which | 
‘ey, and they alone, were qualified to | 


Whether you look at the | 





I am not in London for Parliamentary 
purposes, and I realise to the full, 
that, whereas I have had the advan- 
tage of a University education, I am 
surrounded by neighbours in many walks 
of life who tell me, not in a spirit 
of complaint, but in a spirit of re- 
gret, that they have never had the 
advantage of a University education, 
and have never had the opportunity 
of receiving a University training, the 
advantages of which they all recog- 
nise. My noble friend who has just 
sat down spoke of the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland obtaining a victory in bring- 
ing the Bll as far as he has brought 
it. But I think my noble friend was 
a little sanguine. I do not deny the 
great work which the Chief Secretary 
has done, and I do not as an Irishman 
deny him the fullest gratitude that 
we find the present Bill to-day placed 
upon our table, brt victory, my Lords, 
is not yet. Victory is only in sight. 
It is in the working out of the proposals 
and in the administration which is made 
possible by the Bill before us this evening, 
that we can hope, and that we must 
hope, to attain to victory, if victory is 
to be attained, and I as an Irishman 
cannot be any less sincere than any who 
have spoken in saying that I sincerely 
hope that victory may come to us, and 
that victory may come to us rapidly, as 
the result of the passing of this Bill. 
*THe Mareouess or LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I think the Government 
are to be congratulated on the re- 
ception which has been accorded to 
this Bill in your Lordships’ House. 
There has been criticism, but it has 
been criticism of the fairest and most 


temperate description; and I do not 
think I misinterpret the feelings of 


noble Lords who sit behind me when [ 
say that it}is\their desire that this Bill 
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should pass into law, and that without 
too much delay. We are led to this pre- 


disposition in favour of the Bill by | 


various causes. In the first place, I 


think I am right in saying that in the | 
minds of most of us there is a feeling of | 
great weariness in connection with this | 


subiect of University education in Ire- 


land; and that were it only for somewhat | 


ignoble motives of that kind, we should 
be glad to see the question disposed of. 


But apart from motives of that kind, 
there is a higher motive which points 


of us feel] that it is little short of a calam- 
ity not only to the people of Ireland, 
but to the whole United Kingdom—! 
will go further and say the whole British 
Empire—that the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, who number a large majority of 
the people of that country, should during 
all these years have found themselves un- 
able to avail themselves, at any rate to 
anything like a sufficient extent, of any of 
the opportunities which we have been able 
to afford them for the purpose of acquir- 
ing what we usually speak of as higher 
education. Therefore, most of us are, 





Ub 
Ireland, then I say do not let us be gy 
foolish as to assume to ourselves credit 
for generosity when we offer to the Roman 
Catholics conditions which we knoy 
perfectly well the Roman (Catholic 
will not accept or will not be allowed by 
their advisers to accept. 


Holding these views, I share the feeling 


of my noble friend, Lord Clonbrock, whe; 


[ find that, in the first place, the Bi] 


‘leaves Trinity College, Dublin, severely 


alone. Next I come to the terms whic 


u 


: ; ‘ : ‘the Bill offers to the an ( Sin 
in the same direction. I think most | Roman Catholics, 


What are those terms? We offer the 
a University which is to be something 


| more than a mere examining University, 


It is a University which, we hope, will 
have some—I wish I could say all—of 


‘the attributes of what we in this country 


I think, ready to welcome a settlement | 


of this difficult question without inquir- 
ing too scrupulously into the conditions 
attaching to it. The spirit in which this 
problem is now approached is much 
more tolerant than that which prevailed 


within the recollection of many of us, | 


and there is a general inclination 
to adapt our theories to the convictions 
of other people rather than to force the 
convictions of other people to fit them- 
selves to our theories. 


Speaking for myself, I may say 
frankly that I am deeply convinced, in 
the first place, that it is highly desirable 
that this question should be settled ; 
and that, in the next place, it isno manner 
of use to offer to the people of Ireland 
a settlement which they are not willing 
themselves freely and readily to accept. 
That leads me to two conclusions. In the 
first place, in regard to Trinity College, 
Dubtin, that we should be extremely 
careful not to impose upon that distin- 
guished and illustrious body any com- 
bination which it is not prepared to 
accept. When we come to the ques- 
tion of the manner in which we ought 


to deal with the Roman Catholies of. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


associate with a teaching University. 
But, at any rate, we hope it will offer the 
students who resort to it some of those 
opportunities for contact with thei 
fellow-students and for association in the 
life and studies of the University, which 
play so large a part in the Universities 
of other parts of the United Kingdom. 
We hope that this new University will 
have a local colour and produce something 
which can be described as “local patriot- 
ism.” I was struck bv a statement of 
the Chief Secretary in the course of the 
debates which we have followed with so 
much attention lately, in which he said 
that, in his view, it was essential that 
Dublin men or Belfast men should really 
be Dublin men or Belfast men. I hope 


‘that is an object of which we shall not 


lose sight. 


Now what are the conditions under 
which we are going to offer this University 
to the Roman Catholics in Ireland! 
There has been a great deal of playing 
upon words in connection with this 
subject. Is it, or is it not, going to be 
a denominational University? Is it 
going to be a Roman Catholic University 
or a University for Roman Catholics! 
I confess I am not very much moved 
by these verbal distinctions. What seems 
to be important is that we are going to 
establish a University which, from the 
force of circumstances, must inevitably 
be a Roman Catholic University. I do 
not see why we should for an instant be 
ashamed or reluctant to face that fact.} 
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If this scheme stands any chance of 
being accepted by the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland it is for the very reason that 
the scheme in its operation will give 
the Roman Catholics that kind of 
University which they desire—a Univer- 
sity with a strong Roman Catholic at- 
mospher*, guided, and in fact dominated 
by the Roman Catholic Church. That 
fact—and I believe i> to be a fact, 
weighs with me much more than the 
fact that in the Bill upon the Table 
tests are specifically excluded. We have 
Jearnt, at any rate, this much from these 
discussions, that the absence of tests is 
perfectly compatible with the presence 
ofa distinct denominational atmosphere, 
and that is a point which, I daresay, 
many of us will bear in mind when we 
come to consider other educational 
controversies which are not yet concluded. 
In this case the whole machinery of the 
the new University is so constituted 
that it cannot fail to have eventually a 
distinctly denominational complexion, and 
the Roman Cafholic hierarchy make no 
secret of the fact that it is on this account 
that the scheme finds favour in their 
eves. We may say that all this is very 
retrograde, that other Universities are 
emancipating themselves from these in- 
fluences; we may say that these things 
are injurious to the highest interests of 
education, but I confess I look upon the 
matter in this light and in this light only— 
are these conditions or are they not the 
only conditions upon which you can 
obtain a settlement which will be accept- 
able to our Roman Catholic fellow- 
citizens in Ireland? I take it that that 
is a matter which is beyond dispute, 
and His Majesty’s Government have 
left us in no doubt that that is a conditio 
sine qua non in the understanding which 
has been arrived at between them and 
the representatives of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Ireland. 


But, my Lords, I am afraid I must go 
on tosay that the desire of His Majesty’s 
Government to render this scheme ac- 
ceptable to the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
has led them at one or two points to 


make a somewhat serious departure | 


from what I conceive to be the principles 
which they had in view, when the scheme 
of this Bill was first formulated. I 
desire, in the first place, to refer to those 
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provisions of the Bill which have reference 
to the recognition of other colleges— 
that recognition which the noble Earl 
who leads the House frankly told us was 
simply another expression for what we 
commonly describe as affiliation. If your 
Lordships will look at the fourth section 
you will find no doubt that it bristles with 
safeguards as to the manner in which 
this right of affiliation is to be exercised. 
The noble Earl told us that the right 
was carefully safeguarded, and it is quite 
true that we are told that affiliation can 
only take place when the Senate are 
satisfied that students are pursuing a 
course of a University type—a course 
approved by the governing body of 
the University, conducted under teachers 
recognised by the governing body for 
the purpose, and subject to conditions or 
limitations contained in the Charter. 


All these safeguards are, I venture to 
say, safeguards of the very thinnest 
description. What I think will take 
place under this clause—and I do not 
think there can be the slightest doubt 
about it—is that Maynooth will come 
in, will be recognised, will be affiliated, 
and it is perfectly well understood that 
this is to be the case. If that takes 
place, then at once the condition of 
residence in the new University dis- 
appears entirely, because we know that 
the authorities of Maynooth are not 
content to accept any conditions neces- 
sitating residence on the part of their 
students. What it will come to will 
be this, that the Dublin degree will 
become not a Dublin degree, but a 
Maynooth degree, and that the Dublin 
man will turn out to be a Dublin man 
in name, but in fact a student of May- 
nooth. That seems to me to be a very 
serious departure from the principles 
upon which this Bill professes to be 
founded. 


The result, cannot fail to be this, that 
the influence of Maynooth will swamp 
the new University and that, to use a 
very apt expression which fell from a 
friend of mine who was describing this 
clause the other day— 

“The centre of academic gravity will tend 
to shift from Dublin to Maynooth.” 

What I confess somewhat puzzles me 
is this. Why was it, when you screwed 
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up your courage to the point of contem- | this clause unfolds, I will not take th 
plating the admission of Maynooth, | responsibility of suggesting that it should 
that you could not screw up your courage be materially modified in Committee 
a little further and allow the Roman : rea 
Catholic students of the n iversity : 

have a ch he new University But, although that is my feeling, | 
to have a chapel of theirown? Tunder- cannot help thinking that the clas 
stand that a chapel might have been at other pvints stands in n — 
provided at the expense of munificent | further examination. I ee Pe 
donors, who were ready to come forward. example. see why thi > UF 

— xample, see why this process of affilia- 

The proposal providing such » chapel | tion should be rendered as easy as it j 
was accepted by the Chief Secretary, under this Bill. I cannot see why 18 
and then at the last moment, owing to should be in the pow ee 
; ee . . : ‘ power of the Senate 
influences which I need not particularise, of the University by simplv ; 

, rsity by simply a resolution 
the clause was dropped out. I confess | ty effect a great operation of this kind 
that seems to me to have been a very ,[ should have thought tl pitas 

ne ae ave ght that the proper 
deplorable exhibition of weakness on machinery to set. it ; 

: : a | mé Ty set In motion would be 
the part of His Majesty’s Government, | that of statute, and that such ‘statutes 
and I hope attention will be called to! should be laid on the Table of the 

’ : . .) : : : ‘ ale @ 
Hoe — hens yan to “ Com- | Houses of Parliament, and that there 
mittee stage. 1 am inclined myself to go | should be an appeal to the Privy Council 
further still and to say that, if you have | for any pe ; phe, Bo Hap, 

1 } y6 | y persons who took exception to 

made up your minds that there is to be | the terms proposed 

in Dublin a University which is to be ‘ 
a University for Roman Catholics, you There is one other point at which the 
might just as well have provided them, provisions of the Bill seem to me to be 
not only with opportunities for divine open to considerable criticism. I refer 
worship in a suitable chapel, but with to the composition of the governing 
some kind of opportunities for residence bodies, and particularly the governing 
in buildings, call them hostels or what bodies of the constituent colleges. These 
you please, which would have prevented governing bodies contain a very liberal 
these young men from being scattered representation of what has been spoken 
over the city of Dublin without that | of ay the civic element. Now, my Lords, 
protection of which youths of that age | the civic element apparently means the 
stand so much in need when they are | representation of the Irish county councils, 
pursuing their University studies. I and [ confess that I have the gravest 
therefore say that I regard these pro- , doubt, knowing what we do of the manner 
posals of affiliation with the utmost | in which these local Irish bodies approach 
suspicion. | their duties, whether it is desirable that 
On the merits I should have been | they should have so important a part 
disposed to support a proposal for, in managing the affairs of these new Uni- 
diminishing the facilities for such affilia- | versities. We who have some knowledge 
tions, but I noted the words of the noble | of Ireland know perfectly well that these 
Earl opposite when he told us that in | local bodies are conducted on extreme 
his opinion any attempt to diminish | political and partisan lines, and we know 
these facilities would have been fatal | that in the case of the most ordinary 
to the reception of the Bill in Ireland. | appointments which fall within the 
That is a very serious statement. I take patronage of these bodies regard 1s 
it as meaning nothing less than that had not so much to the fitness 
if this House were to insert in the Bill| of the individual competitors as 
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clauses which would prevent an operation 
of this kind from taking place, the Bill, 
which the Roman Catholic hierarchy are 
now prepared to accept as a settlement 
of the question, would not be accepted 
by them as such a settlement. If that 
is so—and I do not think that I mis- | 
understood what the noble Earl said— 
much as I dislike the possibilities which | 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


to their political connection and ante- 
cedents ; and to my mind it seems alto- 
gether; wrong that people actuated by 
feelings of this kind should be given 
an opportunity of using an influence 
which may be in some cases a pre- 
ponderating one in the conduct of the 


‘afiairs of the Universities, and in the 


appointment of professors and other 
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officials who will be responsible for their 
management. 


I will not detain your Lordships 
longer. IT am deeply convinced that 
whatever this Bill may be in theory, the 
truit of it will be, so far as Dublin is con- 
cerned, a University which will be for 
all practical purposes a denominational 
University, and [ believe it is because 
that is to be the result that the Bill has 
been accepted as it has been by those 
concerned. I am under the impression 
that His Majesty’s Government were in 
this position—that they had to agree to 
a Bill of this kind or else leave matters 
untouched, and I frankly confess, if 
that was the choice put before them, 
I can quite understand that they 
should have preferred to propose the 
Bill which lies upon the Table of 
vour Lordships’ House. [ trust that 
it may do much good in Ireland, 
that it will bring some, at all events, 
of the advantages of higher education 
within the reach of a large section of the 
population to whom those advantages 
have hitherto been denied, and I also 
trust, therein sharing the feelings of 
some noble Lords who have spoken from 
this side of the House, that in a future 
which may, perhaps, be distant, but to 
which we nevertheless may look forward, 
this Bill may lay the foundation for a 
more liberally conceived arrangement, 
which may bring within the reach of the 
Roman Catholic population of Ireland 
University life and the opportunities 
of higher education in a manner more 
losely analogous to what we understand 
by those words in this country and in 
Scotland. At any rate, if I criticise 
this Bill, [ do so in no unfriendly spirit, 
but with a sincere hope that the most 
iavourable anticipations which have been 
indulged in with regard to it by noble 
Lords opposite may eventually be realised 


*THe UNDER-SECRETARY or 
NATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Lord Fitzmaurice) : My Lords, the 
tovernment certainly have no right to 
‘complain of the manner in which their 
tiort to deal with the long standing 
question of Irish University Education 
tas been received by the House. Least 
itall have we to complain of anything 
waich fell from thenoble and learned Lord, 
lord Ashbourne, earlier in the evening 
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in his able and interesting speech, or from 
my noble friend who has just summed up 
the debate for those who sit behind him. 


i Indeed, the only real criticism of the 


principle which underlies this Bill has 
come from our own side of the House in 
the interesting speech, to which we 
all listened with the deep attention it 
deserved, of my noble friend who sits 
behind me (Lord Macdonnell). In the 
few observations which I shall address to 
your Lor iships I may have a few words 
to say with regard to that speech. 


Dealing for the moment with the 
speeches of noble Lords opposite, | observe, 
in the first place, that a very large portion 
of the speech of the noble and learned 
Lord, Lord Ashbourne, was taken up, 
quite legitimately, with matters no doubt 
of importance but nevertheless matters 
more properly discussed in Committee. 
Some of these points were dwelt on a 
few moments ago by my noble friend. 
First of all there is the question whether 
the affiliation of these new colleges, to 
which it is proposed to give a certain 
position in the University in regard to 
their students, had better be done, as is 
proposed in the Bill, by resolution of the 
Senate, or whether it would be better to 
do it by a statute. There is a kindred 
point as to whether, so long as the 
University Commission is in being, the 
recognition of the student courses 
in such colleges, and, indirectly, of the 
colleges themselves, might not, as the 
noble Lord seemed himself to prefer, be 
entrusted to the University Commission. 
And there is, lastly, the point, upon 
which both my noble friend who spoke a 
a moment ago, and the noble and learned 
Lord, Lord Ashbourne, dwelt, as to 
whether or not the civic element, as it 
has come to be called, should be accorded 
so large a representation as is accorded to 
it in the government of the new Univer- 
sity and of the constituent colleges. I 
do not understand that it is disputed that 
it would be desirable to give some repre- 
sentation to the civic element, but what 
is disputed is whether we may not have 
gone too far. I venture to say that all 
those points, important as they are, are 
pomts which are more properly raised in 
Committee. 

I think the answer with regard t» the 
question of affiliation, as a matter of 
principle and not of detail, was given by 
my noble friend when he introduced the 

2F 
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Bill. I am not going to conceal—it 
would be idle to do so, because these 
facts are publicly known —that the con- 
cession which the Government have made 
to the views of the Roman Catholic body 
upon the question of affiliation has gone 
far to strain the allegiance of some of our 
most sterling supporters in both Houses 
of Parliament. On the other hand, it is 
the undoubted fact that we were desirous 
to lay broad and deep the foundations of 
an edifice to which time, no doubt, might 
make some additions, but which in 
principle would not be altered, and the 
desirability of which would not be called 
in question ;: and we came to the conclu- 
sion that unless we made this concession 
to our Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen 
we should have laboured in vain. 


Trish 


I cannot help saying, in connection 
with this matter—it was not in the 


speeches either of Lord Ashbourne or of 
my noble friend, but in some of the more 





pronounced speeches elsewhere — that 
bitter, and, as I think, unjust, 
taunts have been levelled at the 


Nonconformist Members of the Liberal 
Party on account of what has been, as I 
think, cruelly and unjustly called their 
hypocrisy, because while they had 
accepted this concession with regard to 
the affiliation of Maynooth, for that is 
what the clause in practice will mean, they 
at the same time objected to the provision 
of a University chapel. Both of these 
are matters which, with perfect consis- 
tency, in England, Scotland and Ireland, 
the Nonconformist body has opposed ; 
and it seems to me to be a curious and 
unjust thing that when the great body ot 
Nonconformists have accepted the larger 
concession which was asked of them with 
regard to the Roman Catholic position, 
they should be charged with political 
hypocrisy because they did not make the 
other concession—that is to say, that when 
they have made the major concession in 
regard to the affiliation of the colleges, they 
should be charged with hypocrisy because 
they did not make the minor, That is 
absurd, unjust, and illogical, and even 
although some appearance of contra- 
dictory conduct may be alleged, the 
world is not governed in these matters 
by the strict. application of logic, and 
what I believe will be recognised—and 
recognised outside Nonconformist and 
Liberal circles — iis this, that at a 
critical moment in the history of Uni- 


Lord Fitzmaurice 
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versity education in Ireland the great 
majority of Nonconformists did come 
forward and did accept a position most 
distasteful to them in order to satisfy 
their Roman Catholic fellow -countrymen, 
If anyone likes to amuse himself by 
charging Nonconformists and the Non. 
conformist conscience, at which it is so 
easy to sneer, with hypocrisy in this 
matter, | make him with pleasure a 
present of their merriment. But I ven. 
ture to say that in this matter the 
Nonconformists have shown, not only 
generosity, but the highest statesman. 
ship. If anybody desires to see the Non- 
conformist position in this matter stated 
with great clearness, moderation, good 
feeling, and ability, let him read the letter 
in the JV estminster Gazette of to- night by 
one of their most trusted leaders, Mr. 
John Massie, who is so honourably known 
in the life of the University of Oxford. 


We have heard a good deal about the 
poverty of this Bill in that it does not 
provide a residential college in the 
University of Dublin. Far be it from 
me to say that a residential college in 
that University might not be a very 
desirable thing in many ways, but, after 
all, there must be some limit, especially 
at starting, in regard to maitters of 
expenditure, and I unhesitatingly say 
that to set up a residential college ina 
proper and substantial manner—and it 
would have been no use to do so unless 
we did it in a proper and substantial 
manner—would have added something 
like £100,000 to the cost of the Bill. 
Therefore, I say that upon grounds of 
economy alone we were not in a_ position 
to make that great addition to the 
schedule of expenses. I think the evils 
caused by the absence of a residential 
college have been a little exaggerated. 
It is quite possible to have collegiate life 
and to have social and athletic clubs 
and associations in a college which is not 
a residential college. I was, until the 
other day, for many years a member of 
the Council of University College, 
London—that great building in Gower 
Street, with the existence of which | 
find many people in London are not at 
all acquainted ; and I can only say that 
in that college, which was not, and, 
I believe, never will be, a residential 
college, there is most active social 
life amongst the students, and they 
have all the athletic, scientific, and 
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artistie clubs and associations which are 
to be found in any college at Oxford 
or Cambridge. Therefore, while I think 
it would have been a desirable thing, 
if our means had permitted it, to have 
had a residential college, I do not at 
all despair of there growing up in the new 
University at Dublin, nearly all those 
movements which are so desirable in 
the encouragement of good feeling 
amongst the students themselves. 


The noble Lord opposite, Lord Kil- 
lanin, to whom we listened with great 
interest and attention, dwelt upon the 
early history of this question. He showed 
the House, with unanswerable force, that 
this is an ancient question, and I have no 
intention, especially at this late hour of 
the evening, of following him over the 
sround, interesting as it is, which he 
attempted to open up, I took part many 
years ago in the great debates on the 
University Bill on which Mr. Gladstone’s 
first Government fell. Those debates, 
if referred to now, will be found to be 
mines of information as to the historical 
origin of this question. Nobody—not 
even those, and I was one of them, who 
lisagreed with my own party and opposed 
the Government bill—would deny for a 
moment that the speech which Mr. Glad- 
stone made on that occasion, not only in 
its great eloquence, but also in its historic 
learning on this great question, was one 
of the remarkable monuments of 
his genius. Weare undoubtedly in this 
matter the inheritors of the ditticulties 
ofaremote past. The University ques- 
tion began really as soon as the occupa- 
tion of Ireland in the reign of Henry IL. ; 
hut, if we are the inheritors of the diffi- 
culties of a remote past, I think it would 
be ungracious of us if we did not recognise 
that we are also in recent years the 
inheritors of the goodwill and of the 
previous labours of our immediate pre- 
decessors. 


most 


T agree with my noble friend to whom 
[have just alluded, that it would be 
ingracious if we did not recognise that 
in some of the provisions of this Bill 
we were anticipated by Mr. Balfour. 


| make that acknowledgment with 
perfect sincerity. Those very parts 


of the Bill upon which we had to make 
the strongest demand upon the loyalty of 
ow Radical and Nonconformist friends 
ire precisely those parts of the question 
upon which Mr. Balfour laboured for 
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many years to convert the public. I do 
not deny that some portions of this Bill, 
which I support, may nos be consistent 
with some of my own speeches, but, as 
Emerson says— 

‘Too great a belief in consistency is the 
virtue of weak minds.” 
There are moments when you have to 
accept unwelcome facts. You have to 
bear in mind that compromise is the very 
elixir of political life, and, therefore, it is 
that, though I am willing to grant that I 
very largely share on this question, as I 
always have shared, the views of my 
Nonconformist friends, | am not ashamed 
to say that, for the sake of peace, in 
order that this long chapter may be 
closed, [ am willing to stand and defend 
things which are not absolutely consistent 
with what would be my own personal and 
individual views in the matter. If a man 
is not prepared to do that upon given 
occasions, | think he is not fit to take 
any part in public life at all. 


But this much I do venture to say, 
that there is one essential difference 
between this Bill, even with its undoubted 
concessions to denominationalism, covered 
as these concessions are by the abolition 
of tests and the prohibition of rules, and 
other demands in regard to religious 
belief, and the Bill in regard to which it 
was the misfortune of very many active 
Liberals —Professor Fawcett, Dr. Lyon 
Playfair, Mr. Harcourt, and many others 
whom I couid name, who since those 
days held high office in Liberal 
Governments—to differ from Mr. Glad- 
stone in 1873. There were two great 
objections to Mr. Gladstone’s Bill, which 
were urged in the House of Commons 
and which destroyed that Bill. The 
first was one which, perhaps, was 
in importance rather exaggerated but 
it seized hold of the public mind and 
struck the public imagination. There 
was a prohibition in the Bill against the 
University teaching either history or 
mental or moral philosophy. Nor was 
the prospect improved when somebody 
discovered that this prohibition was 
borrowed from a clause in a charter to a 
Spanish University in the darkest days 
of Jesuit supremacy in Spain in the early 
eighteenth century. That however was, 
comparatively speaking, a matter of detail 
perhaps, though it caused a great amount 
of excitement ; but the other and really 
vital point was this, that Mr. Gladstone’ 

2F 2 
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Bill would have made one University in 
Ireland just as in Napoleonic times there 
was one University only in France. We 
objected to that, in the first place becau-e 
we thought it would be bad for Univer- 
sitv life on educational grounds that 
there should only be one central 
University, as in 'rance was still the 
at that time, in 1873. | may remind 
the House that since the days of those 
debates the whole University system of 
France has been entirely altered, the great 
central University having been largely 
broken up and the old provincial Uni- 
versities restored. 

But there was another reason. Re- 
ligious and political passion at that time, 
as my noble friend observed just now, 
were running higher than at the present 
day. I never recollect » time when the 
air throbbed with religious and political 
passion more strongly than m that great 
debate which caused the fall of Mr. Glad- 
stone’s tirst Government. It was argued, 
with almost unanswerable force, that the 
affiliation clauses relating to new colleges 
in Mr. Gladstone’s Bill within a time 
easily calculable would so have packed 
the senate of the only University in 
Ireland with delegates of small Roman 
Catholic colleges that the whole control 
of University education would have 
passed into the hands of the archbishops 
and bishops of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Ireland, and a document had 
been published which told the Prime 
Minister of 1866, Lord Russell, that the 
Roman Catholic Church in Treland de- 
manded, and would be contented with 
nothing less than, the absolute control of 
all the professors, of all the books, and 
of all the students, and we accordingly 
feared even risking to give them under 
such circumstances an absolute monopoly 
of power in a not distant future 

There was, in the speech of Lord 
Donoughmore, almost a challenge as to 
whether we had any reason to suppose 
that this Bill would be received in the 
spirit in which it was intended. That is 
a periectly reasonable question to ask. 
I am quite aware that that criticism has 


case 


been made, though it has been made, 
oddly enough, more abroad — than 
here. Naturally, in the position which | 


hold in connection with foreign affairs, 
I have to be a student of foreign news- 


papers, and I have observed this 
criticism. It has also been made in one 
or two quarters in England. The 


Lord Fitzmaurice. 
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Liberal Government are told that they 
are making ths experiment, which 
depends so largely upon the goodwill and 
support of the Roman Catholic hier: wehy 
in Ireland, at a singularly unfortunate 
moment, because the authorities of the 
Church of Rome have selected this 
moment to plunge into a great controy ersy 


which has embittered University life 
all over Europe, known as the 
Modernist controversy. I am not 
alarmed by that. I think t at we may 


not unreasonably hope from what we see 
that, far from the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy being dragged at the heels of 
an unprogressive element of their 
communion on the Continent, it may 
work out the other way, and that when 


so 


the Roman Catholic Church sees the 
desire of this Protestant nation to do 
justice and to march with the times, 
the attitude of the Roman Catholic 
Church generally in Europe may be 
influenced thereby, and become in 
the whole assimilated to what I know 


is her position America to University 
education, where practically none of these 
difficulties about the class of books which 
students are to read exist at all. 


I may be over-hopeful, but there 
are signs in Ireland that the old 


passions are dying down with regard to 
education. There is, I think, a real and 
genuine wish for conciliation. It is 
realised that this question must be 
settled; that, as my noble friend said 
just now, it has gone on too long; and 
that the credit of Parliament is involved 
in a settlement. In the great debate to 
which I just now alluded, when political 
passion ran so high, there was one speech 
which caused an immense effect, and it 
did so because it struck a rather different 
note from all the others. It was aspeech 
made by one who afterwards became a 
distinguished statesman and held high 
office, by a man who was one oi the 
greatest ‘living scientists in England, and 
a distinguished University professor, and 
himself at that time a re presentative of a 
Scottish University—I allude to Dr. 
Lyon Playfair. In a speech which can 
be perused even to-day with advantage, he 
asked the House not to look at this 
question simply and selely as, a political 
and religious question, but to think 
of nothing except the educational needs 
of Irel: and. He said— 


‘i have endeavoured to look upon Treland 
as part of this Kivgdom not split into sections 
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by religious differences, but inhabited by our 


fellow-countrymen, who have a right to all 
the alvantages whic th the State can give them 
in regard to higher edueation. I have remem- 
bered the circumstances of the country, which 
render it more important that Ireland should 
enjoy these advantages without stint or 
hindrance than either England or Scotland. 
Ireland has had many obstacles to progress, 
some political, others material. She possesses 
hardly any of those great raw materials of 
industry, which give such advantage to other 
divisions of our country. She has to import 
the chief part of her coal from England and 
Scotland, and that is the mainspring of all 
industries. With small natural resources, 
except those for agriculture, it is above all 
things essential that the intellectual resources 
of [reland should supplement her deticiency 
in natural resources, As civilisation progresses 
science and knowledge, applied to production, 
become more important factors than tne mere 
possession of raw materials. 

“Not only then as regards industrial 
development but also to increase the fund of 
intelligence among the youth of Ireland. so 
as to give them outlets for employment which 
the restricted industry of their country does 
not afford . . . a case is made out for a juster 
development of the new system.” 


My Lords, it is for that reason that 
the Government have brought forward 
this Bill, in the earnest hope that by it 
they may abolish and clear away the 
gloomy distrust bred of the fanatical 
intolerance in past days of Catholics and 
Protestants, and as has been well said 
by a modern author “may restore to 
Ireland the consoling vision of widening 
education and disappearing hates 


On Question, Bill read 2%, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Thursday next. 


House adjourned at five minutes 
hefore Twelve o’clock, till 
to-morrow, &@ quarter past 


Four o'vlock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, 27th July, 1908. 


sili ee 
The House met at a quarter betore 
Three of the (Mock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS [Lorps] 
STANDING ORDERS APPLICABLE 
THERETO COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table 

Report from one of the Examiners of 
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Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, originating in 


the Lords, and referred on the First 
Reading thereof, the Standing Orders 


which are applicable thereto have been 
complied with, viz :—Education Board 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (Corn- 
wall, ete.) Bill [Lords]. 

That the Bill be read a second 
To-morrow. 


Ordered, 
time 


SALMON, TROUT, AND RIVER TWEED 
FISHERIES BILL (STANDING ORDERS 


APPLICABLE THERETO NOT COM- 
PLIED WITH). 
Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table 


Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, pursuant to 
the Order of the House of the 23rd day of 
Julv, That, in the case of the following 
Bill, the Standing Orders which are 
applicable thereto have not been complied 
with, viz. :—Salmon, Trout, and River 
Tweed Fisheries Bill. 
Ordered, That the 
to the Select 
Orders. 


Report be referred 
Committee on Standing 


Water Bill.— 
co} sidered, and 


South-West Suburban 
Lords’ Amendments 
agreed to. 


Urban District Council 
Water Bill [Lords] (King’s Consent 
signified).—Bill read the third time, and 
with Amendments. 


Ammanford 


passed, 


Great Northern, Piccadi]! 
ton Railway Bill [Lords]. 
considered. 


‘,and Bromp- 
ie amended, 


Ordered, That Orders 223 
and 243 be suspended,ai d that the Bill 
read the third time.—(The 
Chairman of Ways and Means.) 

Bill accordingly 
and passed, with 


Standing 


be now 


read the third time, 


Amendments. 


Keighlev Corporation 
As amended, 


Bill [Lords].— 


considered. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 
243 be suspended, and that the Bull be 
row read the third time.—(The Chairman 
of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, and 
passed, with Amendments. 
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Metropolitan. Electric Tramways Bill 
[Lords] .— As amended, considered ; 
Amendments made. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 
243 be suspended, and that the Bill be 
now read the third time.—(The Chairman 
of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, with Amendments. 


Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and 
Water Bill [Lords].—As amended, con- 
sidered. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 
and 245 be suspended, and that the Bill 
be now read the third time.—(The 
Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, with Amendments. 


Thames River Steamboat Service Act 
(1904) Amendment Bill [{Lords].—As 
amended, considered ; a Clause added : 
Bill to be read the third time. 


Wath and Bolton Gas Board Bill 
[Lords].—As amended, considered. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 
and 243 be suspended, and that the 
Bill be now read the third time.—(Zhe 
Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, with Amendments. 


River Wandle Protection Bill [Lords]. 


—Read a second time, and committed. 


Ordered,That Standing Orders 82, 211, 
236, and 237 be suspended, and that the 
Committee on the Bill have leave to sit 
and proceed To-morrow.—(The Chairman 
of Ways and Means.) 


Blackburn Corporation Bill (by Order). 
—Lords Amendments considered, and 
agreed to. 


Crystal Palace Company Bill [Lords]. 
—Ordered, That Standing Orders 211 
and 236 be suspended, and that the 
Committee of Selection have leave to 
appoint the Committee on the Bill to 
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sit and proceed forthwith.—(Zhe Chair. 
man of Ways and Means.) 


Standing Orders (Private Business),— 
Standing Order 26a was read, and 
amended, in line 2, by leaving out the 
words “the Plans and Sections,” and 
by inserting the words “so much of the 
Plans ‘and Sections as relates to the 
portion of the work by which the banks, 
foreshore, or river-bed may be affected.” 


And in line 12, by leaving out the 
words “the river is subject to a Board 
of Conservators,” and by inserting the 
words ** there be a Board of Conservators 
constituted for the conservancy of the 
river.” 


Standing Order 82 was read, and 
amended, in line 5, by leaving out the 
words “and such Copies shall be,” and 
by adding at the end of the Standing 
Order, the words “ together with Copies 
of the estimates and statements deposited 
in accordance with Standing Order 36a 
(if any).” 


Standing Order 172 was read, end 
amended, in line 11, bv inserting after 
36a.’ the words “or under General 
Order made in pursuance of the Private 
Legisation Procedure (Seotland)  <Aet, 
1899.” 

Standing Order 173a 
amended, in lines 30 and 31, by leaving 
out the words ‘‘and shall be circulated 
with the Votes.” 


was read, and 


175a. Ordered, That notice in writing 
of any Bill relating to England or Ireland, 
and containing provisions whereby any 
application of the property of any charity 
not authorised by the Lends Clauses 
Consolidation Acts, shall be directed, or 
the patronage or the constitution of any 
charity, or the right of any charity to 
any property, shall be affected, or setting 
up or taking power to set up or to take 
over or interfere in the management of 
any school or other educational founda- 
tion or institution, or to levy any rate 
or raise money for any such purpose, 
shall be given to the Attorney-General 
for England or Ireland, as the case may 
be, and no such Bill shall be taken into 
consideration by the Committee on the 
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Bill until the House has received a Report 
from the Attorney-General on such Bill, 
and such Report shall stand referred to 
the Committee on the Bill 


Resolved, That this Order be a Stand- 
ing Order of this House. 


Standing Order 188a was read, and 
amended, in line 4, by leaving out the 
words “and circulated with the Votes.” 


Standing Order 220 was read, and 
amended, in lines 2 and 3, by leaving out 
the words ‘Sand circulated with the 
Votes.”"—(The Chairman of Ways and 
Means.) . 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. | 
NATAL. 

Copy presented, of Despatch from the 
Governor of Natal forwarding a Bill to 
make Special Provision for the Trial of 
Natives accused of certain crimes [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy presented, of Return of the 
number of Steam Trawlers registered at 
Ports in the States of Western Europe 
in the year 1907 [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


QUEEN’S COLLEGE, CORK. 

Copy presented, of Report of the 
President for the Session 1907-8, with 
Appendices [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


QUEEN'S COLLEGE, GALWAY. 
Copy presented, of Report of the 
President for the Session 1907-8 [by 

Command]; to lie upoft the Table. 


METEOROLOGICAL COMMITTEE. 
Copy presented, of Third Report of the 
Meteorological Committee to the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, 
tor the year ending 3lst March, 1908 


[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 
POST OFFICE. 
Copy presented, of Fifty-fourth Report 
of the Postmater-General [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


{27 JuLy 1908} 


810 
PUBLIC INCOME AND EXPENDITURE. 
Keturn presented, relative 

{ordered 2nd June; Mr. Ellis}; 

upon the Table, and to be printed. 


258. ] 


Reports, &e. 


thereto 
to lie 
[No. 


CIVIL LIST PENSIONS. 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 2nd July ; Mr. Lamont]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 259.] 


LAND REGISTRY. 

Account presented, of Receipts and 
Payments in respect of the Land Registry 
for the ended 3lst March, 1908 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 260.] 


vear 


CLERGY (WEST INDIES). 

Copy presented, of Return of the 
Amount payable on 5th January, 1908, 
out of the Consolidated Fund for Eeclesi- 
astical Purposes in the West Indies 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Tabl>. 


SUPERANNUATION ACT, 1887. 

Gopy presented, of Return for the vear 
ended 3ist March, 1908, of the Army and 
Navy Officers permitted, under Rule 2 
of the Regulations drawn up under 
Section 6 of the Act, to hold civil employ- 
ment or profit under Public Departments 
fby Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 251.] 


PAPERS LAID UPON THE TABLE BY 
THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
Caledonian Canal. — Copy of One 


hundred-and-third Report of the Com- 
missioners [bv Act]; to be printed. 
rNo. 262 | 
[No. 262. 


Lunacy.—Copy of Return to the Lord 
Chancellor of the number of visits made 
and the number of patients seen by the 
several Commissioners in Lunacy during 
the six months ending on 30th June, 1908 
iby Act}. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Provincial Engineers (P. 0.) Staff. 

Mr. HUDSON (Neweastle-on-Tyne) : 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
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he is aware that for some years past the 
established clerical staff in the pro- 
vincial superintending engineers’ offices 
has been insufficient to meet the work 
in that Department ; 
assistance in the shape of sorting clerks 
and telegraphists, Second Division clerks, 


Questions. 


casual clerks from outside the service, 
has failed to adequately fill the breach, 
and that the members of the permanent 
clerical staff are obliged to perform 
continuous overtime ; and if he can say 
when the bringing up of the establish - 
ment to the required strength may be 
expected. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton). 
I am aware and regret that for some 
time there has been heavy pressure of 
work on the established clerical staff in 
the provincial superintending engineers’ 
offices and that there has been a con- 
siderable amount overtime work ; 
but proposals for ; revision of the 
Engineering Department, including the 
clerical force, have been received, and I 
hope that before verv long the establish- 
ment will be brought up to the required 


strength. 


of 


Trawlers Depredation on Lewis Fisheries. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : To 
ask the Secretarv for Scotland in view 
of the fact that, in reply to a memorial 
from the people of Ness representing a 
population of 4.000, a letter was sent 
from the Scottish Office, under date 
4th June last, deprecating the view that 
the Lewis fisheries had been ruined by 
trawlers, end stating that the Lewis 
fisheries were bettex last vear than thev 
had been for some years, is he aware 
that the figures which he quoted for 
1904-7 largely represent herrings caught 
by English and Scottish steam drifters, 
whereas statistics concerning the line- 
fishing industrv, on which the fishermen 
of Lewis mainly depend, show that the 
weight of line-caught fish landed in the 
istend fell from 126,024 ewts. in 1893 to 
76.011 cwts. in 1904, and 69,833 ewts. 
in 1907: and, in view of this evidence 
in support of the contention of the 
memorialists, will he endeavour to meet 
their grievances. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair). In the 
information referred to the herrings, 
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2 
whether caught by English or Scottish 
drifters, were taken in Lewis waters and 
landed in Lewis. Since 1898, the date 
from which full statistics are available, 
the average catch per boat actually 
engaged in line fishing has remained 


‘practically the same, while the value 
boy clerks, and the employment of | 
| £38 in 1898 to £55 in 1907. 


of such catch per boat has gone up from 
Within the 
same period the number of boats actually 
engaged in line fishing in Lewis has 
decreased from 666 to 451. The latter 
fact much more than accounts for any 
apparent diminution in the catch. 


Motor Cab Regulation. 

Mr. COOPER (Southwark, Bermond- 
To ask the Secret ry of State for 
the Home Department whether, 
does pot advise the prosecution of motor 
cab drivers who take more passengers 
than they are licensed to carry, except 
in ceses of serious overcrowding, why the 
police rigidly carry out the regulation as 
to the number of passengers & tramear 
is licensed to carry, end the reason why 
the tramcer is treated differently in this 
respect to motor cabs. 


sey ee 


as he 


(Answered hy Mr. Secretary Gladstone). 
If more than the authorised number of 
persons are admitted into a tramecar the 
passengers are inconvenienced, generally 


their When a 


cab 1s hired no one 1s inconvenienced by 


against wishes. motor 

® ’ ° ) 
any overcrowding except the hirer and 
his friends, end there is no object m 
where the over- 


prosecuting except 


crowding is such as to cause canger. 


Motor Cab Capacities . 

Mr. COOPER: To ask the Secretary 
of Stete for the Home Department 
whether, as he is unable to advise the 
police to prosecute the drivers of motor 
who more than 
their cebs are licensed to carry, except in 
of has 


issued; 


cabs carry 


passengers 
overcrowding, he 
instruction to the police 
explaining whet serious overcrowding 
and, if will he give the 
regulation, and, if po instruction has been 
issued, whether this question is left to 
the of each constable. 


Cases serious 


ny 


means ; SO, 


discretion 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
As regards the instructions to the police, 
I can only refer the hon. Member to the 
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Answers given to former Questions on 
2th May and 22nd June. The need 
for intervening must necessarily depend 
on the circumstances of each case, and 
be left to a great extent to the discretion 
of the constable. 


French Import Duties on Elastic Tissues. 

Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether the French 
Government propose to increase the 
import duties on elastic tissues; and, 
if so, what steps His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment propose to take to protect British 
miterests. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Grey). My 
right hon. friend does not know whether 
the French Government 
increase the import duties in question, 
as no Official publication has yet been 
made of any of the proposals put forward 
by the Customs Commission of the 
French Chamber of Deputies, which is 


now engaged in 


propose to 


studying the revision 
of the existing French Customs tariff. 


Australian Commonwealth Arms. 

Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, 
Govan): To ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department if Lyon 
King-at-Arms was consulted in regard 
to the new design for the arms of the 
Commonwealth of Australia: and, if 
hot, will he take steps to ensure that 
1e will be consulted. 


Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The Answer to the first part of the 
Question is in the negative. As I stated 
on Thursday last, the arms have already 
been ap proved by His Majesty. 


London Police Holiday. 

Mr. ROWLANDS (Kent, Dartford) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether, pending 
the Report of the Committee on the 
Weekly Day of Rest, he can see his way 
to grant the Metropolitan Police a full 
fortnight’s holiday this vear instead of the 
usual ten days, on account of the exce p- 
tionally heav v duties the force have been 
called upon to perform. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary gee 
No, Sir. I should not feel justified i 
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making any alteration in the leave of 
absence of the Metropolitan Police, at 
any rate until after the Select Committee 
has reported. Even the comparatively 
small increase suggested could not be 
made raising the police rate 


above its present limit. 


without 


London Railway Cab Service. 

Str SAMUEL SCOTT(Marvlebone, W.): 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he has re- 
ceived any complaints respecting the 
shortage of cabs at the chief railway 
termini in London since the abolition of 
the privilege cab system under the Bill of 
last vear. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
No, Sir, I have received no complaints. 


Hom: Work. 

Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD (Lei- 
To ask the Secretarv of State 
Home Department whether the 
of the pro- 
Factory Act 


cester) : 
for the 
administration 
visions of the 


home-work 
was discussed 
at a conference with medical officers of 
health at the Home Office last autumn, as 
promised in a reply to a Question in the 
House on 18th July, 1907: and, if so, 
what results were arrived at 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
Yes, Sir, the conference was held as 
promised. A usef ful discussion took place 
on a number of administr ative points, and 
certain alterations and improvements 
were subsequently made in the tables 
issued to the medical officers for the 
preparation of the statistics. It may be 
hoped, I think, that the conference will 
have its result generally in an improved 
administration of the home-work pro- 
visions of the Factory Act. 


Outworkers Lists. 

Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD : Toask 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether his attention has 
been drawn to the second column in 
Table 6 of Part II. of the Supplement to 
the Annual Report of the Chief Inspector 
of Factories and Workshops for the vea 
1906, where the number of lists of out- 
workers sent in by employers who fulfil 
the legal obligation to send in two lists 
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in the year are given separately from 
those who have sent in only one in the 
vear; whether he has noticed that the 
numbers are, in many cases, odd and not 
even, in one case the number given being 
one ; whether the same thing appears in 
Table 5, which gives the details of the 
returns according to industries: and 
whether he can give any explanation why 
these apparent mistakes have occurred. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I am aware of the figures to which the 
hon. Member calls attention. The figures 
have been tabulated as received from 
the medical officers of health. As ex- 
plained in the introduction to the Return 
issued in 1906, the Department is unable 
to clear up by correspondence minor 
points of doubt that arise in connection 
with these figures. The errors, which are 
not very important, are no doubt due to 
some misunderstanding on the part of the 
medical officers, and the question whether 
the instructions as to filling up the 
tables can be made clearer will be con- 
sidered before they are again issued. 


Infection in Out-workers’ Premises. 
Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD: To 


ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that in Glasgow 
no cases of out-work in infected premises 
are reported as having been found in the 
course of 3,072 inspections of out-workers’ 
premises, although the cases of infectious 
disease throughout the city are reported 
as being at the rate of 24 per 1,000 of the 
population; and whether he has in- 
quired if the places where home-work 
is done in Glasgow are really as immune 
from infectious disease as Column 20 in 
Table 6 of Cd. 3986 seems to show. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The figures in the Returns were supplied 
by the medical officer of health for Glas- 
gow, a most efficient and careful official, 
and I have no reason for doubcing their 
accuracy. The question, however, of the 
prevalence of infectious disease in this or 
any other class of premises is a matter of 
public health with which the Home 
Office is not directly concerned. 
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Animal Dealers—Dog Licences, 

Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH (Anglesey): 
To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether there is any regular system of 
inspecting the shops of animal dealers 
with the view of finding out the number 
of dogs which they keep, and whether 
they pay licences for each of such dogs, 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) No special 
regulations have been issued respecting 
these dogs, but it is a part of the officers’ 
duty to see that licences are taken for all 
dogs which are liable to duty, and the 
Board have no reason to think that there 
is any evasion of duty on the part of 
dealers in dogs. 


Book Imports. 

Me. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northumbet- 
land, Tyneside) : To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he can state the 
nature of the powers entrusted to Customs 
officers as regards the examination of 
foreign books in the luggage of passengers 
landing at British ports from the Contin- 
ent and as regards the seizure of the 
same; and whether it lies in the indivi- 
dual discretion of such officers to pro- 
nounce a giver, book fit or unfit for im- 
portation, or whether any and what code 
of criticism is officially supplied to them 
for application to the problem. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) Under 
Section 42 of the Customs Consolidation 
Act, 1876, books in regard to which 
notice has been given that a copyright 
therein subsists in the United Kingdom 
and indecent books are prohibited to be 
imported. Any books observed by Cus- 
toms officers, in the course of the exam'na- 
tion of passengers’ baggage, which appear 
to fall within these two categories are 
detained and submitted to the Board of 
Customs for their directions. 


Shorthand Writers’ Fees. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: — To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
he is aware that a second Court was 
unable to sit at Guildford last week in 
consequence of there being no short- 
hand writer; whether a second Court 
was unable to sit at Birmingham last 
week for the same reason; whether the 
learned Judge who was presiding invited 
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centlemen who were present to act as 
shorthand writers, and that thev refused 
on account of the lowness of the re- 
muneration; Whether in many places 
shorthand writers have had to be engaged 
at a greater cost than the Treasury seal 
of rmmneration; and whether he will 
rcons:der his decision not to raise the 


scale. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) As I 
stated in reply to a Question on Thursday 
last, the appointment of official short- 


hand writers for the purposes of the 
(riminal Appeal Act rests with the 
Lord Chancellor and the Lord Chief 


Justice. with whom I am in communica- 
tion on the subject. 


Limavady and Dungiven Railway 
Company. 

Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury why 
the grant of £19,601 was made to the 
Limavady and Dungiven Railway Com- 
pany, in face of the fact that the company 
being under an obligation to pay the 
Belfast and Northern Counties Railway 
Company 70 per cent. of the receipts for 
working expenses was incapable of paying 
interest on the loan; and why, when 
the Treasury, after foreclosure, sold 
the line for £2,000 to the Belfast and 
Northern Counties Railway Company, 
they did not require that company at 
once to promote a Bill to confirm the 
proceedings and to settle at the same 
time the obligations of the purchasing 
company in the interests of the public. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) At the 
time (1883) when the advance to the 
Limavady and Dungiven Railway Com- 
pany was made, it was anticipated that 
the net receipts of the line, after paying 
the proportion due for working expenses 
to the Belfast and Northern Counties 
Railway Company, would from the out- 
set suffice to pay the interest and instal- 
ment of principal on the Board of Works 
loan. The Board of Works ultimately, 
with the consent of the Treasury, sold 
their interest in the line to the Midland 
Company subject to the necessary Par- 
liamentary powers being obtained. The 
Midland Railwav Act, 1907, to which 
the agreement for sale with the Board 
of Works is scheduled, conferred the 
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necessary powers. The Limavady and 


Dungiven Railway Acts of 1878 and 
1882 remain, however, in full force and 
apply to the transferred undertaking, 
and under the second schedule of the 
agreement, confirmed by and scheduled 
to the Act of 1907, the Midland Company 
are obliged at their own expense well 
and sufficiently to equip, work, manage, 
and maintain the railway in perpetuity 
and ‘to afford proper facilities for the 
traffic of the district. 


Windsor Motorists’ Prosecution. 

Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): To 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his attention has 
been called to recent prosecutions of 
motorists in Windsor for exceeding the 
speed limit ; whether he has noticed that 
it was admitted in cross-examination 
that one car was capable of travelling 
at fifty miles an hour and another car 
at sixty miles an hour; and who is re- 
sponsible for having licensed such vehicles 
to travel upon the public highway. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I 
have seen a newspaper report of these 
prosecutions which contains statements 
to the effect referred to in the Question. 
An Excise licence has to be taken out in 
respect of a motor car as in respect of 
any other carriage, and it could not be 
withheld on the ground that the car could 
travel at any particular speed. No 
other licence is required. 


Automatic Motor Speed Limits. 

Mr. HAROLD COX: To ask the 
President of the Local Government 
Board whether his attention has been 
called to any inventions for recording 
the speed of motor-cars and for auto- 
matically shutting off the engine and 
applying the brake at a given speed ; 
and whether he will cause an examination 
to be made of any such apparatus sub- 
mitted to him, with a view to deter- 
mining whether it is likely to prove 
suitable for compulsory use. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) My 
attention has not been called to in- 
ventions of the kind mentioned by my 
hon. friend. I should be ready to cause 
any such inventions to be examined if 
they were submitted to me. 
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Paupers’ Clothing Contracts. 
Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD: To 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board if he authorised a certain 
firm in London to value samples of 
clothing submitted to the Poplar Board 
of Guardians by various firms, one of 
which was the Women’s Committee of 
the Central Unemployed Body ; whether 
the report submitted stated that the 
Board had paid to these workrooms 
2s. 3d. for shirts which were valued at 


Is. 9d., 2s. lld. for flannelette vests 
valued at Is. 84d., £1 for men’s suits 
valued at 9s. 1ld. and Ils. 6d.: what 


steps he took to make sure that the 
samples submitted by the private firms 
were the same as those sent originally 
to the board of guardians but returned 
by them; and whether the expert re- 
sponsible for the valuation indicated in 
each case how much he estimated as 
being a fair wages rate for making the 
various articles in question. 


(dnswered by Mr. John Burns.) As 
regards the first two points in the Ques- 
tion. the facts are substantially as stated. 
As regards the third point, I asked for 
the particular samples which had been 
submitted to the guardians by the firm 
referred to, and I have no reason to 
doubt that these were the samples 
furnished to me. They are still in my 
possession. As regards the concluding 
part of the Question, the expert com- 
pared the four sets of samples sent to 
him and assigned a value to the samples 
accepted. He did not indicate in his 
report what he estimated to be a_ fair 
wages rate for making the articles in 


question. 
Vaccination. 
Me. LEHMANN (Leicestershire, 
Market Harborough) : To ask the 


the Local Government 
— whether he is aware that Mr. W. 
R. Hicchecock, the vaccination officer for 
Wandsworth, did not serve Form Q on 
Mr. Cooper, 16, Belfour Street, Nine 
Elms Lane, before his child was four 
months old, and that this omission on 
the part of the vaccination officer con- 
tributed to Mr. Cooper’s neglect to make 
a declaration of conscientious objection 
to vaccination under the Act of 1907, 
Mr. Cooper not being aware of the four 


President of 
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months limit until three days after 
the child attained that age ; and whether, 
seeing that this Form Q was e: xpressly 
inserted in the last Vaccination Order 
on purpose to make known to parents 
more clearly the provisions of Law, 
he will ascertain whether there has been 
similar neglect on Mr. Hitchcoe k’s part 
in any other cases. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) |] 
have not received any complaint with 
regard to this matter, but I will make 
inquiries on the subject. 


Turnchaple Admiralty Contracts. 

Mr. W. THORNE (West Ham. S.): To 
ask the Frist Lord of the Admiralty 
whether he is aware that a firm by the 
name of Rolf and Son are doing work 
for the Admiralty at Turnchaple, in the 
Plymouth district, and are only paying 
the bricklayers’ labourers 4d. and 4} per 
hour, whereas the standard rate is 5d.: 
and whether he intends taking any action 
inthe matter, 00 wut yo a 


¥ 

(Answered by Mr. MeKennas The 
Admiralty are making inquirie and will 
take steps to prevent anv breach of the 
Fair Wages Resolution. 


Deptford Victualling Yard Coopers. 

Mr. BOWERMAN (Deptford): To 
ask the First Lord of the Admiralty if 
he is aware that, in consequence of the 
present staff of coopers emploved at the 
Deptford Victualling Yard being insuffi- 
cient to cope with the coopers’ work 
required there, a quantity of work, suchas 
the heading-up and securing of wood: 


bound casks and cylindricals, hitherto 
performed by coopers at piece-work 
rates, is now being done by lebourers, 


who when employed upon | _ work 
receive an extra payment of 2d. per day ; 

and whether he will consider vt desira- 
bility of restoring this work to the coopers. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
work referred do does not \equire the 
servic es of a trained cooper, and the 
more economical arrangement which has 
been introduced brings the Admiralty 


into line with the ordinary trade practice. 


Obsolete War Ships. 
Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
First Lord of the Admiralty whether the 





820 


after 
ther, 
essly 
rder 
rents 
Law, 
been 
part 


8 
with 
make 


3. 
& To 
iralty 
V the 
work 
n the 
aying 
per 
. bd: 
ction 
The 


1 will 
f the 


TS. 
To 
Ity if 
vf the 
ut the 
nsuffi- 
work 
uch as 
wood: 
therto 
work 
yurers, 
work 
day ; 
lesira- 
opers. 


The 
re the 
d the 
‘h has 
viralty 
rctice. 


sk the 
er the 





91 (uestions. 


original costs of the ships “ Bellona,” 
“Katoomba,” ‘* Mildura,” ‘‘ Pallas,” 
“Pearl.” ‘* Phoebe,” ‘“* Ringmaroona,” 
“Salamander,” and ‘* Tauranga,” which 
were constructed in 1891-2, and which, 
amongst others, were broken up during 
the financial year 1906-7, was £1,058,680 
aud the price realised was only £65,750 ; 
ifso, can he explain for what reason did 
the Admiraltv condemn these nine war 
vessels built fifteen vears ago ; and whether 
che Admiralty will take into account 
this loss of £993,000 on vessels which 
were constructed so recently when pre- 
paring their next programme of naval 
construction. 

(dnswerel by Mr. McKenna.) The 
hon. Member’s figures are correct. Ves- 
wls are placed on the sale list when there 
is no longer any useful function which 
they can perform in the Royal Navy or 
when their usefulness is not commensurate 
vith the expenditure required for main- 
tenance. The precise period in a vessel’s 
life when this occurs must evidently vary 

each case. As regards the last part 
of the Question, the Admiralty take into 
count all relevant circumstances in 
determining the programme of new con- 
struction each year. 


New Armoured Cruiser. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : To ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty whether 
le can state the tonnage of the new 
amoured cruiser to be laid down this 
financial year. 


(Ans wered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
tonnage is not yet settled. 
Rosyth. 
Me. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 


Burghs): fo ask the First Lord of the 
\lmiralty whether, in view of the naval 
wreparations on the other side of the North 
a, he will consider the need for ex- 
editing the contract for the works at 
Rosyth, so that these may be completed 
uthe vear 1912. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
outract time for the completion of the 
“orks at Rosyth having been determined 
recently after careful consideration, I 
im not aware of any such change in the 
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circumstances as would justify me in 
reopening the question. 


Admiralty and the Press. 

Mr. STAVELEY-HILL (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford): To ask the First Lord 
of the Admiralty will he state who sees 
Press representatives at the Admiralty; 
who determines the nature and extent 
of the information given verbally to 
them; whether special information is 
verbally given to the representatives of 
some papers which is not imparted to 
those of others; and whether the First 
Sea Lord ever gives interviews to editors 
of newspapers, or other journalists, or to 
other persons taking part in public con- 
troversy respecting naval matters. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
Answer to the first part of the Question 
is, the private secretary to the permanent 
secretary. The Answer to the second 
part is, the permanent secretary. The 
Answertothe third part is in the negative. 
With regard tothe fourth part of the Ques- 
tion, Ido not know whom my colleagues 
on the Board may see unless they choose 
to tell me; but I have every confidence 
that no communication will be made re- 
specting naval matters in the sense which 
I gather is intended to be conveyed in 
the Question. 


Pembroke Dock Engine Fitters. 

Mr. HUDSON: To ask the First Lord 
of the Admiralty whether he can now 
say what wages are paid by the firm of 
Messrs. Clark, Chapman, and Company 
to the engine fitters engaged on H.M.LS. 
* Defence” at Pembroke Dock; and 
whether the Fair Wage Clause is being 
observed. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) A re- 
port has been received from the firm to 
the following effect:—There are three 
journeymen engine fitters engaged by 
the firm on board H.M.S ‘“ Defence” 
at Pembroke. Two of them receive 36s. 
per week plus 17s. 6d. allowance, and the 
others tls. per week plus 17s. 6d. allow- 
ance. There are, besides, three young 
men who have not yet completed their 
full apprenticeship. Two of these ha-e 
24s. plus allowance, and the other, 30s. 
plus allowance. These young men are 
usually styled “* improvers,” the ordinary 
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standard rate for which class averages 
from 18s. to 21s. per week. The usual 
allowance for battleships is 17s. 6d. for 
journeymen, and 14s. for apprentices. 
The Admiralty have no reason to suppose 
that the Fair Wages Clause is not being 
observed. 


Wireless Telegraphy. 

Lorp EDMUND TALBOT (Sussex, 
Chichester): To ask the First Lord of 
the Admiralty if the Admiralty have 
created a skilled staff of wireless tele- 
graphists ; and, if so, how are they rated. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) A tele- 
graphist branch has been instituted, 
: : q P ° a bl 
and is in process of formation. They 


will be trained from boys, and be ad- 
vanced to the various grades according 
to requirements when qualified by service 
and examination. To meet immediate 
requirements, a proportion of signal 
ratings who have been performing wire- 
less duties have been accepted for transfer 
to the wireless branch, and also a certain 
number of volunteers from other ratings. 
The arrangements for their transfer and 
advancement are given in ae. circular 
letter to the Fleet, a copy of which | 
shall be glad to give to the noble Lord. 


Rosyth. 

Mr. FINDLAY (Lanarkshire, N.E.): 
To ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 
whether, in view of the population which 
will be located at Rosyth on the com- 
pletion of the naval works there, sufficient 
area of land has been secured for laving 
out a town on garden city lines to the 
best advantage, for the health and well- 
being of the people, as befits the spirit 
of the age. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
naval works at Rosyth will not be com- 
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pleted for seven vears after the contract | 


is let, so that the question will not be 


a practicable one for a considerable 
time. In any case the Admiralty do 
not possess sufficient land to lay out a 
garden city themselves. 


Sanitation in the Island of Lewis. 
Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Secretary for 


view of the fact that it is now 


Scotland, in | 
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upwards of three years since Dr, 
Dittmar, the medical inspector for the 
Local Government Board for Scotland, 
reported the sanitary condition of the 
townships in the Island of Lewis as 
dangerous to the public health, will he 
state whether he has yet obtained from 
the local authority information in regard 
to the houses contained in these town- 
ships; and has he yet succeeded in 
making arrangements with the Treasury 
such as will admit of assistance being 
given towards the construction of houses 
on new sites, 
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(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) 1 learn 
on inquiry that steady progress is being 
made in the sanitary improvement of 
crofters’ houses. This and other ques- 
affecting administration in the 
Lews are constantly me, but 
no arrangements in the direction referred 
to by mv hon. friend have been made. 


tions 


before 


Vatersay. 

Sir J. DEWAR (Inverness): To ask 
the Secretary for Scotland if an arrange- 
ment has arrived at with Ledy 
Gordon Cathcart im regard to the Island 
of Vatersay ; and if he can state its 
terms. 


been 


(Answered by Mr. Sinelair.) The 
Government have made additional pro- 
posals, on the lines generally of the 
procedure laid down in the Small Land- 
holders (Scotland) Bill, which safeguard 
the proprietor from possible loss. These 
proposals, which have been accepted 
by Lady Catheart, provide for compensa- 
tion to the tenant for surrender of his 
lease and to the proprietor for loss directly 
attributable to the occupation of the 
farm by small holders. The Govern- 
ment will now proceed forthwith to 
ascertain definitely how far the farm 
of Vatersay may properly be occupied 
by small tenants, to prepare a scheme 
of settlement under the crofter tenure, 
and to carry it into effect with the 
co-operation of Lady Cathcart, who 
remains proprietor of the farm. This 


|) arrangement, I am glad to say, made 


it possible for the proprietor to apply to 
the Court of Session upon Saturday, 
the 18th instant, with the happy result 
that, by the order of that Court, the men 
who were committed to prison for 
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contempt of Court were then liberated. 
[trust that those in whose immediate in- 
terest this scheme of settlement has been 
devised and agreed upon, especially those 
who are in occupation of parts of the 
farm, without whose active support 
the whole arrangement will fall to the 
sound, will now co-operate with the 
proprietor and the Government in facing 
and adjusting the difficulties of the 
situation, and will join in the endeavour 
to make the scheme a practical success. 


Willesden Education Dispute. 

Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether he has now made 
inquiry into the action of the Willesden 
Education Committee in ordering the 
fortnightly prosecution of William Bar- 
nard of that place until he consents 
toinflict what he holds to be a permanent 
injury upon his son, aged fourteen, by 
forcing him to attend a certain school 
for mentally-deficient children in the 
district: whether the Education Com- 
mittee is under any statutory obligation 
to order fortnightly prosecutions in this 
case; and, if not, whether, seeing that 
the father, whose wages are 25s. a week, 
has already been fined £4 since last 
May at the instance of this Committee, 
he can take any steps to recommend 
them to mitigate the severity of their 
action in this matter, and so protect this 
man from complete financial ruin. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) IT am 
making inquiries of the local education 
authority, and when I receive a reply 
Iwill communicate with the hon. Member. 


Teachers’ Registration Council. 

Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Univer- 
sity): To ask the President of the 
Board of Education whether his attention 
has been directed to the hardship in- 
ficted on the registrar, the chief clerk, and 
the lady assistant registrar of the Teachers’ 
Registration Council, recently dissolved, 
who have either been dismissed or are 
under notice of dismissal from the 
Board of Education. 


Mr. BUTCHER : To ask the President 
of the Board of Education whether, 
seeing that the persons mentioned in the 
last Question were engaged in work 
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which seemed to be permanent, the 
President will either secure that they 
shall receive compensation or find for 
them other employment in the public 
service, preferably by taking practical 
steps to reconstitute the Teachers’ Regis- 
tration Council under the Administrative 
Provisions Act of 1907. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) In 
reply to this and the next Question, I 
have already stated that the officials 
referred to were the servants of the late 
Registration Council and were employed 
under agreements providing for the 
termination of their engagements at six 
and three months notice respectively. 
The Board cannot assume responsibility 
for finding employment or compensa- 
tion for abolition of office for persons 
who are not in their service. I may 
add, however, that the Board have 
been able to give temporary employ- 
ment during the last four months to the 
chief clerk, and I have recently appointed 
the lady assistant registrar a woman 
inspector under the Board. With regard 
to the formation of a new council, I 
beg to refer the hon. Member to the 
Parliamentary Paper which has recently 
been issued. It will rest with the new 
council when constituted to determine 
the personnel of their staff. 


Agricultural Unrest at Cayo. 

Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS (Car- 
marthen District): To ask the hon. 
Member for South Somerset, as re- 
presenting the President of the Board 
ot Agriculture, whether his attention 
has been called to the state of unrest 
and agitation prevailing in the parish 
of Cayo, in the county of Car- 
marthen, owing to the collection of 
chief rent alleged to be due to the Crown ; 
whether he has been informed that a 
large number of farmers in the parish 
have formed a committee with a view 
to oppose the payment of chief rent ; 
whether they object to its payment 
on the ground of the disproportionate 
amounts levied respectively on small 
and large farms, and their ignorance 
as to its meaning and application ; 
whether the deputy-steward and the 
Woods and Forests Department have, 
upon request being made to them, 
refused information on these points to 
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the farmers ; whether, in some instances, 
levies had to be abandoned on account 
of excessive distresses; whether dis- 
tresses were levied this month on two 
farms, and the goods distrained upon 
taken away by the bailiff in the absence 
of the farmers to another parish ; whether 
this was done because the deputy-steward 
was afraid to conduct the sales on the 
premises owing to the inflamed condition 
of public opinion in the district ; whether, 
in the neighbouring parishes of Llanga- 
dock, Myddfai, Llanfair-ar-y-bryn, Lland- 
densant, and Llansadwrn chief rent 
has not been paid for the last fifteen 
years, and, if so, why; and whether, 
in view of the difficulty of collection, 
the inequality of the incidence, the 
irritation created, and the inadequacy of 
the result, the Government will take 
steps either to commute or terminate 
the payment of chief rent. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
I am informed by the Commissioner of 
Woods in charge of the Crown Land 
Zevenues in Wales that he is aware 
that there is some unrest and agitation 
in the parish of Cayo on the subject 
of the chief rents payable to the Crown 
in the manor of that name, and he believes 
that a committee has been formed to 
oppose payment. No tangible reasons 
for the objection to payment have been 


Woods are not concerned in any way 
with rents due to private landowners. 
It is intended to enforce payment of the 
rents really due to the Crown unless 
and until they are redeemed, but the 
Crown is perfectly willing to sell them 
on the usual terms as a whole or singly. 


Scottish Probation of Offenders. 
Mr. CLELAND (Glasgow, Bridgeton) : 
To ask the Lord Advocate whether his 
attention has been directed to the inter- 
pretation placed upon the Probation of 


| Offenders Act in parts of Scotland to 


given. The rents are very ancient ones | 


of a manorial character, and have been 
collected for some hundreds of Years. 
They form part of the Land Revenues 
of the Crown. No reasonable requests 


for information have been refused. The | 


Commissioners paid a visit to the district 


and invited the chairman and secretary | 


of the committee referred to to meet 
him, but they declined to come. In 


some instances levies have been aban- | 
friend that a present and practic al diffi- 


doned owing to apprehended violence, 
and in one case in which it was alleged 


that an unneccessary quantity of hay | 


had been seized the distress proceedings 
were abandoned with a view to recovery 


the effect that oifenders on probation 
can only be dealt with and sentenced 
by the individual magistrate who placed 
the accused on probation, and in addition 
that the probation officer’s report cannot 
be placed before the Court; and, if so 
what steps he proposes to take to prevent 
the provisions of the said Act becoming 
nugatory. 


(answered by Mr. Thomas Shaw.) 
My attention has not been called to this. 
I hardly think the polats mentioned 
should cause any difficulty. On the 
first, all that seems to me to be necessary 
is that an offender on probation who 
has failed to observe the conditions of 
the probation order should be dealt 
with by the Court which pronounced 
the order, not by the individual magis- 
trate or magistrates who did so. 01 
the second, the probation officer’s report 
{ think can, and indeed ought, to be 


| placed before the Court, and, if it is 


in another way. In a very recent case | 


tho article distrained was removed to 
a distance owing to apprehended violence 
if. the sale were carried out on the pre- 
mises. There do not appear to be any 
chief rents payable to the Crown in the 
neighbouring parishes mentioned in the 


either sworn to or put on affidavit, it 
appears to me that it would form “ infor- 
mation on oath,” which is what the 
statute requires. A Court of Law may 
have, of course, to determine these 
questions ; and I gather from my hon. 


culty has been felt in administration, 
and it is only for this reason that I have 
ventured to state my views. 


Summary Jurisdiction (Scotland) Bill. 

Mr. COCHRANE (Ayrshire, N.): 
To ask the Lord-Advocate whether he 
will issue a memorandum with reference 
to the Summary Jurisdiction (Scotland) 
Bill, setting out those parts of the Bill 
which are ‘amendments of the existing 


Question, and the Commissioners of|law in different type from those parts 
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which are merely a consolidation of 
existing statutes. 


(Answered by Mr. Thomas Shaw.) 
I should hardly have thought this 
necessary. I presume, however, that 
my hon. friend, while not desiring 


detailed explanations of all the changes 
that are proposed, is anxious to have 
ina convenient form a reference to the 
sources of the various the 
existing legislation with indications of 
new or amended provisions. I think 
this request is not unreasonable, and 
I shall be very glad to have a White 
Paper containing this information issued 
atonce. I should value my hon. friend’s 
active support of this controversial Bill, 
and this, I trust, he will now be able to 
give. 


clauses in 


Irish Land Stock. 

Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans): To ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer how many applications for 
£950,000 each and upwards were received 


by the Bank in connection with the 
recent issue of Irish Land Stock. 
(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 


number of applications for £250,000 


each and upwards was 184. 


Old-Age Pensions. 

Mr. BENNETT (Oxfordshire, Wood- 
stock): To ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether the recepient of 
an old-age pension will, in case of neces- 
sity, be entitled to receive medical relief 
from a board of guardians. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd - George.) 
Medical or surgical assistance supplied 
by or on the recommendation of a medical 
officer to the recipient of an old-age 
pension would not disqualify him from 
gitinuing to receive his pension. 


Military Churches in India. 

Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire): To ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for India whether he can give an 
undertaking that the Indian Govern- 
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(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) This 
course would not be possible. The 


churches in question, of which several 
are appropriated for Presbyterian and 
others for Roman Catholic worship, are 
Government buildings provided for the 
use of the troops, and they could ob- 
viously not be allowed to fall into dis- 
repair and the object for which they have 
been built thus be defeated. 


Mr. LAIDLAW (Renfrewshire, E.) : To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India at what military stations in India, 
where Government churches already 
exist, are places of worship for non- 
Anglican troops to be built, what is the 
estimated total cost, and out of what 


‘funds are they to be paid for. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) The 
hon. Member will find in Appendix 9 


ito the Papers presented to Parliament 


in Cd. 4022 the names of the places where 
unconsecrated churches are being built. 
They are being built out of Government 
funds, but Iam unable to give the exact 
figure without reference to India. 


Mr. LAIDLAW: To ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India how much 
| was paid in the last financial year by 
the Government of India for the upkeep 
and repair of Government churches ; 
and if the Government have contributed 
anything for the upkeep and repair of 
Hindoo temples and Mahomedan 
mosques in the same period. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) In 
1906-7, the last year for which we have 
full accounts, the expenditure on repairs 


of churches amounted to £17,200; but 
this figure probably includes  grants- 


in-aid for churches which are not the 
property of Government. As regards 
the second part of the Question, the 
grants made by former rulers for the 
upkeep of temples and mosques have 


been maintained and special grants 
i} have also been made in the case of 


| 
buildings of archeological interest. 


ment will not apply any public money | 


to the repairing or maintenance of any 


the use of which any denomination 


claims an exclusive right. 


VOL, CXCIII. 


{FourTH SERIES. } 


Births and Deaths in India. 
garrison or other church in respect of | 


Mr. RES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether the statistics of births 
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and deaths in India have become more 
accurate and reliable vear by year; 
and, if the answer be in the affirmative, 
whether the India Office accepts com- 
parisons between the death rate of the 
present time and of past years as afford- 
ing proof that the death rate has risen. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) Accord- 
ing to the last Census Report the degree 
of error in the Indian Returns of births 
and deaths has, in some provinces a‘ 
least, been greatly reduced. 
sons of the kind suggested by the hon- 
Member should be made with all reserve. 


Rathdowney Prisoners in Tullamore. 


Compari- | 


{COMMONS} 





Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Os- | 


sory): To ask the Chief Secretarv to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
the seven Rathdowney prisoners at 
present in Tullamore goal are denied 
the use of tobacco; and, if so, seeing 
that they are bail prisoners, will he 
order that they are allowed to supply 
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police were ordered to use their batons 
against the rioters. The baton charge 
was ordered by Head Constable James 
Spence, who was in immediate charge of 
the police at the moment. I refrain from 
making any statement as to the cir- 
cumstances in which the baton charge 
was ordered, seeing that a charge of 
riot is pending against a number of men. 


Eyrecourt Labourers’ Cottage Scheme, 

Mr. JOHN ROCHE (Galway, E.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that a labourer named Hynes, 
who is married and has six children. 
applied for a cottage in the electoral 
division of Eyrecourt, union of Por- 
tumna; and whether he can give the 
reason why his application was refused. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) It was 
proved at the inquiry that Hynes is a 


' tailor and does not work as an agricul- 


‘tural labourer. 


themselves with tobacco as they are with | 


food. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell): Bail pri- 
soners are allowed to smoke tobacco if 
the visiting committee approve. I am 
informed that none of the prisoners 
referred to have made any application 


for permission to smoke. If they should 


do so, the governor will, as a matter of | 


course, refer the application to the 


visiting committee for their decision 


Rathdowney Police Charge. 
Mr. DELANY: To ask the 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland can he say what office: 
charge of the police at Rathdowney, 
Queen’s County, on 20th June last : 
and whether it was an officer of inferior 
rank who ordered the baton charge, 
and, if so, will he state his nam? and 
rank. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) District 


Chief | 


was in|! 


He is, therefore, not 
qualified to receive a labourer’s cottage. 


Irish Primary Education Grant. 

Mr. J. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he now 
state how the supplementary grant for 
primary education is to be distributed. 


Can 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell): 1 would 
ask the hon. Member to await the ap- 
pearance of the revised Estimate which 
will be laid upon the Table in the course 
of a day or two. 


Ballynahinch Orange Celebration. 
Caprain CRAIG (Down, E.): To ask 


‘the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 


| Down, in 


Inspector Thomas O’Brien was in charge 


of the police at Rathdowney during the 
earlier part of the day, and upon the 


tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that one officer and fourteen extra mes. 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary were 
drafted into Ballynahinch, County 
connection with the recent 
celebration of the memory of King 
William of Orange on 13th July last; 
whether he can state the reason, if any, 
for drafting extra police into that neigh- 
bourhood ; and wh:ther there was any- 


arrival of District Inspector W. 8. Irwin, | thing for them to do when they go: there 


the latter, as senior officer, took charge. 
Neither of th 


district inspectors was | 


(Answerel by Mr. Birrell.) On 13th 


present it the place and time when the} July an extra force, consisting of one 
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officer and twelve policemen, was drafted 
into Ballinahinch for the preservation 
of the peace. The police authorities 
considered it necessary to send this 
force, Which was somewhat larger than 
usual, because Orange drumming parties 
had recently indulged in provocative 
conduct by d umming for a considerable 
time outside the houses of certain persons 
of the opposite party. The proceedings 
of 13th July passed off without dis- 
turbance. 





Crime in Galway. 


Caprain CRAIG: To ask the Chief | 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware of the number 
of cases of manslaughter, threatening 
letters and notices, firing into dwelling- 


houses, killing and maiming cattle, | 


incendiary fires, and boycotting in the 
County Galway since the last spring 
assizes held in Galway, of the number of 
persons with whom police protection 
has to be constant, and of cattle-driving ; 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
the recent charge of Mr. Justice Madden 
to the grand jury, in which he stated that 
the condition of the county was deplorable, 
that recognition of the law was a thing 
of the past, and that it was lamentable 
to think of the perpetual dread of outrage, 
misery, and wretchedness that entered 
into the lives of the unfortunate people 
who had to pass their existence under 
such conditions ; and will he state what 
steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take to restore law and order in that 
particular county. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I am aware 
of the facts as regards crime in County 
Galway, and am informed by the respon- 
sible policesauthorities that, though the 
county is still in an unsatisfactory con- 
dition, there has been an appreciable 
improvement during the last two months. 
Tam not aware that Mr. Justice Madden 
has made any comments on the state of 
the county, but I have seen a newspaper 
report of Mr. Justice Kenny’s address 
to the grand jury at the opening of the 
recent assizes, in which remarks to the 
elect stated in the Question are attri- 
buted to the learned judge. The Gov- 
émment are taking all possible measures 
within the ordinary law for the preser- 
vation of the peace and the punishment 


of offenders in County Galway, and a 
force of 350 additional police has been 
appointed to the county under proclam- 
ation with that object. 


Land Commission Report. 

Mr. FFRENCH (Wexford, 8): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that the 
usual time for the Land Commission to 
issue their Report has passed; and can 
he state when the Report will be issued, 
and explain the cause of delay. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Report 
of the Land Commission for the year 
ending 3lst March last has now been 
received and will be laid upon the Table 
in a day or two. The Repert is rather 
earlier this year than usual. It contains 
a large quantity of statistical information, 
which necessarily takes a considerable 
time to prepare. 


Land Purchase Agreements. 

Mr. FFRENCH: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that agree- 
ments for purchase up to £65,000,000 
will be lodged before lst November 
next; whether the bonus *exhausted on 
that amount at 12 per cent. will be 
about £8,009,000; will the Government 
devote the remaining £4,000,000 for the 
re-instatement of the evicted tenants and 
the relief of the congested districts; and, 
if not, can he say what the Government 
proposes to do with it. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The agree- 
ments for purchase lodged up to the 
present in respect of direct sales and sales 
to the Land Commission represent about 
£64,000,000. The term of five years 
prescribed under the Act for the payment 
of the bonus at 12 per cent. will not expire 
until Ist November next. The Govern- 
ment are not at present prepared to make 
any statement as to the possible revision 
in the terms or percentage of the bonus 
| after that date. A measure dealing with 

the subject of congestion is, as already 
| announced, to be introduced during the 
| coming autumn sitting. 


| Boxwell Estat2, Wexford. 
| Mr. FFRENCH: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant cf 


2G 2 
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Ireland whether he is aware that the 
Estates Commissioners stated on 26th 
May last that their inspector’s Report 
on the Boxwell estate, South Wexford, 
was being considered, and they were 
preparing the necessary documents to 
give a preliminary estimate of the price 
they would be prepared to offer to the 
vendor’s solicitor; whether any offer 
has yet been made by the Estate Com- 
missioners for the purchase of the Box- 
well estate; and, if so, what were its 
terms, and what was the landlord’s reply. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) On the 23rd 
instant the Estate Commissioners fur- 
nished to the owner a_ preliminary 
estimate of the price which are they pro- 
pared to offer for the estate in question, 
and are now awaiting his reply. It is 
not the practice of the Commissioners 
to give information as to the prices 
offered in such cases. 


Service of Writs in County Cork. 

Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- 
tion has been drawn to a statement con- 
tained in the evidence of Mr. H. R. 
Barry, soliciter, Kanturk, at the hearing 
on appeal of the malicious injury appli- 
cation of Lieutenant John MacCarthy 
O'Leary against the Cork County Council, 
to the effect that some writs were being 
served a very short time ago on some 
of the applicant’s tenants, and that 
these writs were taken from the bailiff 
and revolver shots were fired over his 
head; whether he can state the time 
and place at which this outrage is alleged 
to have taken place ; have the police any 
information of this occurrence; and, 
seeing that the tenants on the estate of 
Mr. MacCarthy O’Leary have purchased 
under the Land Act of 1903, can he ex- 
plain the necessity for serving writs on 
behalf of a landlord whose interests in the 
property had ceased to exist. 


Mr. Birrell.) I have 
seen a newspaper report of the evidence 
referred to. The process server alleges 
that at about 8.30 on the morning of 
15th July he was stopped on the road 
at Drominarigle, in the Kanturk district, 
by two disguised men. who took two writs 
from his pocket and tore them up, and 


(Answered by 


{COMMONS} 
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then fired two revolver shots and de- 
camped. The process server passed a 
police station shortly afterwards, but did 
not report the matter to the police, 
who only heard of it casually on the 
following day. The police have made 
careful inquiries, but have been unable 
to obtain any corroboration of the process 
server's statement. I understand that 
the writs were against two tenants of Mr, 
O’Leary who have not purchased their 
holdings. 


Irish Intermediate Board Rules. 

Mr. FFRENCH: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the new rules formed 
by the Irish Intermediate Board have 
vet been published ; whether the teachers 
have at all been consulted with reference 
to those rules; whether under the new 
rules only ten marks are given for arith- 
metic whilst ninety marks are given 
for algebra, and three languages made 
obligatory ; is he aware that there is a 
growing feeling in Ireland that under 
the present intermediate and 
its treatment of commercial subjects 
young men cannot be equipped with the 
knowledge necessary to render them 
efficient leaders of industry ; and will he 
take steps to provide that the tendency 
of the intermediate schools is more in 
the direction of giving boys a_ sound 
practical education, and less in the 
direction of making them dreamers and 
book-worms, 


system 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Rules 
for 1909 were laid upon the Table on 
23rd June, but will not be published 
by the Intermediate Education Board 
until the prescribed period of forty 
days has expired. I am informed that 
before the Rules were made, the Board 
received and duly considered several 
communications on the subject from 
teachers of intermediate schools. The 
percentage of marks allotted to arith- 
metic and algebra, respectively, are in 
the preparatory and junior grades 30 
for arithmetic and 70 for algebra, and 
in the middle and senior grades 10 for 
arithmetic and 90 for algebra. In the 
preparatory grade one language other 
than English is prescribed, and in the 
three higher grades two languages are 
necessary. I am not aware that there 
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Cc 


is any dissatistaction with the treatment 
of commercial subjects by the Inter- 
mediate Education Board. 


War Office Engineers. 

Captain DONELAN (Cork, E.): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he can now state whether he 
ean recommend the payment of removal 
expenses to members of the staff of 
surveyors for engineer services, or to 
make an allowance in respect of such 
expenses, as is done in the case of the 
Army Accounts Branch and to public 
servants in the Admiralty, Office of 
Works, and Inland Revenue Depart- 
ments. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The question of removal expenses has 
not been finally settled. I may point 
out that, owing to recent changes, the 
circumstances of the War Department 
surveyors are not altogether compar- 
able to those of surveyors in other 
offices. 


Royal Military Oollege, Sandhurst. 

Mr. CLAVELL SALTER (Hants, Bas- 
ingstoke): To ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether the 166 cadet- 
ships announced in April last for award 
at the recent examination for admission 
to the Royal Military College, Sandhurst, 
will be sufficient to fill all the vanancies 
at the college as well as the company 
which is to be formed at Woolwich ; 
and, if not, will he arrange for the publi- 
cation, when the result of the examina- 
tion is known, of an extended list of 
successful candidates so as to include 
approximately the number which will 
be actually required, or make some 
other alteration in the present system 
of publishing a list of successful candi- 
dates limited to the number of cadet- 
ships originally offered for competition, 
30 as to mitigate the inconvenience 
caused to the parents of candidates, 
who in many cases, after having made 
other arrangements for their sons, are 
informed, some time after the list has 
been published, that cadetships will be 
offered to them. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
166 cadetships will not be sufficient to 
vacancies 


fill the referred to. When 
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the announcement that 166 cadetships 
would be awarded was made it had not 
been definitely decided to form an in- 
fantry company at Woolwich. When 
this decision was reached at the end of 
May a notice to this effect, and that 60 
additional infantry cadetships would 
be awarded, was given to each candidate 
attending the recent Army competitive 
examination. An extended list of suc- 
cessful candidates will, therefore, be pub- 
lished when the result of the examination 
is known. 


Railways in British East Africa. 

Mr. REES: To ask the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies whether 
the Government proposes to give any 
financial] towards the con- 
struction of railways in British East 
Africa; and, if so, whether any allot- 
ment is proposed for the current year. 


assistance 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) I regret 
that [ am not in a position to add any- 
thing to the reply which was given by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to a 
similar Question on the %th instant 


Crown Servants in Ceylon. 

Str H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.): 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether the director 
of public works ™ Ceylon has issued 
instructions to the consulting engineers 
to the Crown Agents for the Colony not 
to recommend Ceylonese applicants for 
appointments in the Colony ; and, if so, 
whether any action has been taken by 
the Government in regard to this matter. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) The 
director of public works is not in a 
position to give instructions to the con- 
sulting engineers, and | am not aware 
that he has attempted to clo so. 


Sir H. COTTON : To ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the Cevlon Government recently 
advertised for eleven posts of land 
settlement officers with a salary of 
Rs.9,000 per annum ; whether there 
were about 200 applicants, mostly 
Ceylonese, many of whom were highly 
qualified for the office in virtue of their 
knowledge of the native languages and 
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of law; and whether all the appoint- 
ments have been filled up by the selection 
of European candidates who were less 
qualified in these respects. 


Questions, 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) IT am 
not aware of it, but inquiry will be made. 


Native Education in South Africa. 

Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.): To ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies when Parts J. and 
"lL. of the Report on Native Education 
in South Africa will be published, and 
also the Special Reports on Bechuana- 
land and Basutoland. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) \t is 
not proposed to lay these further Papers 
which are not as suitable for publication, 
as they are either no longer quite up to 
date or deal with matters of less general 
interest than the last part which has 
been published. 


Dinizulu. 

. WILSON (Yorkshire, W.R.. 
Holmfirth) : To ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether, in 
view of the dearth of information as to 
the intentions of the Natal Government 
with regard to the imprisonment and 
trial of Dinizulu, he will telegraph for 
an explicit statement for the information 
of the House before it rises next week. 


Mr. H. J 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) The 
Papers distributed to Members to-day 
give the latest information in the posses- 
sion of the Secretary of State, excepting 
that the governor has now informed the 
Secretary of State that the Attorney- 
General anticipates that, so far as the 
prosecution is concerned, the preliminary 
examination will be completed almost 
immediately. 


Shetland Cable. 
Mr. B. HARMSWORTH (Worces- 
tershire, Droitwich): To ask the Post- 


master-General if he can state the cause 
of the breakdown in the Shetland cable 
recently ; and whether it was in any 
way owing to the operations of trawiers 
in these waters. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
The cause of the breakdown cannot be 
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stated. The cable, at a depth of fifty 
fathoms, was simply flattened for a short 
length. There is nothing to show that 
trawlers were responsible, I regret to 
say that the cable is again faulty. 


Wakefield Post Office. 


Mr. ESSEX (Gloucestershire, Ciren- 
cester): To ask the Postmaster-General 
whether he has considered what loss of 
—_ and air the proposed new postal 
but! lain os will cause to the Market Street. 
Wokefield, United Methodist Church, 
ssitating as it will also the use of 
the building only by artificial light ; and 
whether he is. under treaty with the 
trustees of the said Church to pay them 
compensation for damage that has been, 
or mey be, sustained. 


neces 


(Answered by 
The matter has 
consideration. 
that a ‘satisfactory 
post office cannot effected without 
interference in degree with the 
light and air of the adjoining Church; 
but the enlargement of the office has 
as to cause as little 
interference as possible. I am not under 
with the trustees of the Church 
any payment to them by way 
of caste iaal oa 


Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
received my _ careful 
I have learned with regret 
enlargement of the 
be 


some 


been designed so 


tre TV 


Bristol Post Office, 


Mr. W. T. WILSON 
houghton): To ask 
General whether he is 
W. E. Bleke, the contractor for the 
erection of a new post office at Bristol, 
has posted notices on the job to the effect 


(Lancashire, West- 
the Postmaster- 
aware that Mr. 


| that any workmen inquiring whether a 


fellow workman is or is not a member 
of a trade union will be instantly dis- 
missed ; whether he is aware that this 
is likely to lead to a dispute; and 
whether, with the object of preventing 
any action being taken which may retard 
the progress of the work, he will take 
steps to secure the removal of this notice. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) I have 
seen the actual notice, and as it seems 
to be designed to secure equal rights to 
all workmen I do not see that I can 
interfere in the matter. 
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Telegraph Messengers. 

Mr. W. T. WILSON: To ask the 
Postmaster-General whether he is aware 
that when outsiders are employed to 
deliver telegraph messages on which 
porterage has to be paid the full amount 
charged by the Department for such 
porterage is not paid to them, but that 
a deduction of 25 per cent. is made by 


sub-postimasters in some cases; and 
whether the whole of the porterage 


should be paid to the messengers. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) I 
am not aware of the practice in question ; 
but, if the hon. Member will be good 
enough to furnish me with particulars 
of the case or cases to which he refers, 
I shall be glad to make inquiry in the 
matter. 


Phenix Park Powder Magazine. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
the cost of the removal of the old railings 
and the supply of new ones around the 
powder magazine in the Phoenix Park 
has been done at the expense of the War 
Office, or is to be a charge on the Vote 
for the Irish Board of Works; what is 
the cost of the work; what was the 
necessity for the expense; at whose 
request was the expense incurred ; is it 
the fact that the only use to which the 
estate lately added to the Phoenix Park 
has been put is for War Office manceu- 
vres; and when will the general public 
he allowed to participate in the enjoy- 
ment of the area added to the park. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) As re- 
gards the railings the work has been 
done at the expense of the War Office, 
and the cost is estimated to reach the 
sum of £560. The old wooden fence was 
worn out and required replacement by 
a better and unclimbable fence. As 
regards the new estate, I am informed 
that only three acres of a total 200 acres 
have been let by the Board of Works 
to the War Office to facilitate bridging 
practice by the troops. The rest of the 
land, with some insignificant exception, 
is let on grazing tenancies or under 
agreements existing at the time of 
purchase. One of the tenants allows 
the War Office to use his land for signal- 
ling and a little horse training. The 
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property was acquired to prevent its 
being built over and to preserve the 
amenities of the Phoenix Park. There 
is no intention at present to throw it 
open to the public, and a large expendi- 
ture would be necessary before doing so. 


Questions, 


Irish Ordnance Survey Staff. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 
ask the hon. Member for South Somerset, 
as representing the President of the 
Board of Agriculture, whether he will 
state how many of the forty-eight field 
superintendents serving in the Ordnance 
Survey, Ireland, are effective soldiers, 
how many are ex-soldiers of the Royal 
Engineers, and how many are civilians 
who have never served in the Army ; 
and if he will state the service of each 
of the superintendents, showing the 
service of the surveyors and labourers 
working under their orders. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
Thirty-three of the field superintendents 
are effective soldiers, four ex-soldiers, 
and eleven civilians. The service of 
these men ranges from seven to thirty- 
eight vears, and that of the men under 
them from one month to thirty-six years. 
The information for which my hon. friend 
asks in the latter part of his Question 
would entail a reference to the records 
of nearly 500 men, and the Board regret 
that they do not see their way to supply 
it. 

Duleek Survey Staff. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the hon. Member 
for South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, 
if he can state what weekly charge is 
made for conveyance by the field super- 
intendent, Ordnance Survey, at Duleek, 
for paying and visiting a detached party 
at Naul, County Dublin; can he say 
why a surveyor named Carter was 
allowed to compel his labourer to work 
on the bank holiday, 26th June last, 
and what action has been taken regarding 
this action on the part of the surveyor ; 
and if it has been reported to the Division 
Office at Dublin. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The weekly charge for the conveyance 
to which my hon. friend refers is 6s. 6d. 
Mr. Carter and the labourer mentioned 
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worked on 26th June, as the former | 
was not notified that that day was a 
public holiday. A day’s leave in lieu | 
thereof was given to both men on 29th | 





June. 
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questions as to the rating of chapels 
and schools not exclusively appropriated 
to public religious worship or not used 
exclusively as Sunday schools. I have 
no reason to suppose that local authorities 


| generally are unaware of the law on 


Poultry Farms. 
Smk FRANCIS CHANNING (North- | 
amptonshire, E.): Toask the hon. Member 
for South Somerset, as representing the | 
President of the Board of Agriculture, 
whether land used either in large or 
small farms or in allotments for poultry 
and egg production is agricultural land 
as contemplated under the provisions | 
of the Agricultural Rates Act, and | 
entitled to the relief provided by that 
Act. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) My 
hon. friend has asked me to reply to 
this Question. The point referred to 
in it is one which I have no authority 
to determine, but the needful guidance | 
to a solution of the question may possibly 
be obtained by the application of the | 
principle recognised by the House of 
Lords in the case of Smith v. Richmond | 
(A.C. 1899, 448). Accordingly, it may 
be said that if a farm used in part for 
poultry and egg production comprises 
land used as arable, meadow, or pasture 
ground only, the land so used will be 


agricultural land, notwithstanding its | 
association with the other industry. 


Allotments used for poultry and egg 


production would also appear to be 
agricultural land within the meaning | 


of the Act. 


Rating of Chapels and Schools. 


Mr. HUTTON (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Morley): To ask the President of the 
Local Government Board whether he | 


is aware of recent decisions of Courts 
of Law which seriously affect the religious | 
and social work carried on in association 
with chapels, churches, and Sunday | 
schools; . whether he proposes to take | 
any steps to remove the present un- | 
certainty; and whether he will issue | 
a Circular of instructions to local 
authorities for their guidance, or whether 
he will undertake to introduce legisla- 
tion to remove present difficulties. 


i" (Answered by Mr. John Burns.) 1! 
presume that my hon. friend refers to | 


the subject, and I do not think I could 
give any undertaking to introduce legis- 
lation on the subject. I will, however, 
consider the suggestion as to a Circular, 


Fdenbridge £mall Holdings Application. 

Mr. MORRELL (Oxfordshire, Henley) : 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his attention has 
been called to the case of David Nicholls, 
a labourer occupying a cottage, at 5s. 
a week, near Edenbridge, in Kent, who, 
after making an application for land 
under the Small Holdings and Allotments 
Act, is about to be evicted from his 
cottage; whether he is aware that the 
farmer applving for the eviction ad- 
mitted in cross-examination that David 
Nicholls had pa‘d his rent regularly 
and was a decent and respectable man; 
that no satisfactory reason was given 
by the farmer for the course which 
he is taking, and that his action is 
generally believed to be entirely due 
to the application made by Nicholls 
for land under the Small Holdings and 
Allotments Act, whether he is aware 
that in the neighbourhood in which the 
man lives many of the existing cottages 
are already overcrowded and insanitary, 
and there are no other cottages available 
at a rent which labourers can pay, 80 
that eviction is greatly dreaded; and 
whether the Government proposes to 
take any action in the Housing Bill, 
or otherwise, to deal with cases of this 
kind. 

(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) My 
attention has not been called to this 
particular case, but as regards the last 
part of the Question I may say that 
{ hope and believe that the result of 
the Bill will be that cottages will be 
provided by local authorities where they 
are required, and that, consequently, 


‘in any such case as that mentioned 


the tenant will be able to obtain another 
suitable dwelling. 


Hired Men at West India Dock Stores. 
Mr. W. T. WILSON: To ask the 
First Lord of the Admiralty whether 
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he is aware that three hired men em- 
ployed in the Naval Stores, Officers’ 


of 27s. per week, whilst the London 
district rate for this class of work is 
49s, per week; and whether, in view 
of the undertaking given by the Govern- 
ment on Ist March, 1906, to pay the 
standard rate of wages to their em- 
ployees, he will take steps to raise the 
wages of these men to the standard 
rate of the district. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
men are not engaged on joiners’ work 
but on rough carpentry, such as the 
erection and alteration of racks in the 
storehouses, and the repair of packing 
Only one man is continuously 
employed on this class of work, and 
he is paid 33s. per week. 


cases, etc. 


Royal Dockyard Joiners. 

Mr. W. T. WILSON: To ask the 
First Lord of the Admiralty whether 
he is aware that a very large percentage 
of the joiners employed in the Director 
of Works Department at the royal 
dockyards are paid from Is. to 2s. 6d. 
per week less wage than is paid by the 
builders in the towns where the royal 
dockyards are situated; and whether 
he will take steps to raise the wages of 


those men to at least the same rate 
as that paid by the builders. 
(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 


general question of the pay of workmen 
in the Works Department is now being 
considered by the Admiralty, and a 
decision on this and various other grades 
of labour will shortly be promulgated. 


Londonderry Quay Larceny Case. 

Mr. J. DEVLIN (Belfast, W.): To 
ask Mr, Attorney-General for Ireland 
whether his attention has been called 
toa case heard on 16th July at Derry 
Petty Sessions, in which three men were 
charged with the larceny of a bottle 
of porter, value 3d., and returned 
for trial at the Assizes on bail ; whether 
he could state what has been the cost 
of this prosecution up to the present ; 
and whether, in view of the trivial 


ature of the case, he will advise that | effect <n 
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some other method be adopted for 


| dealing with similar cases in future. 
Department, West India Docks, who | 
ure continuously engaged on carpenters’ 
and joiners’ work, are paid at the rate | 


(Answered by Mr. Cherry.) The three 
men referred to were charged with 
stealing porter, of the estimated value 
of 3d., from a barrel which was stored 
in a shed on the quays in Londonderry. 
The accused did not plead guilty or 
consent to be dealt with summarily, 
and therefore the magistrates had no 
power to deal with the case summarily. 
The prosecution was at the suit of the 
Derry Harbour Commissioners, and there- 
fore no expenditure from public funds 
has been incurred. accused 
of petty larceny have the right to be 
tried by a jury if they so elect. 


Persons 


Richmond Royal Houses. 

Mr. WATT (Glasgow, College): To 
ask the First Commissioner of Works 
who are the tenants of Pembroke Lodge, 
Thatched House Lodge, and East Sheen 
Cottage, Richmond Park, on which 
£1,990 will be expended in the year 
ending 3lst March, 1909; and of White 
Lodge, Richmond Park, on which £410 
will be spent in the same time; what 
rents are paid by these tenants; if no 
rents are paid, who has the nomination 
of the occupants ; are any rates paid to 
any of the neighbouring boroughs or to 
the county; and will he in future offer 
these houses to the highest bidder of the 
public, so that the outlay on them may 
be reimbursed to the nation. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) The 
houses mentioned in the Question are 
‘grace and favour” residences in the 
possession and in the gift of the King. 
The Office of Works have no concern in 
the matter except as regards structural 
repairs, as in the case of other palaces. 


Coal Carriage Wastage Allowance. 

Mr. HEDGES (Kent, Tonbridge): To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he can now say what conclusion 
has been arrived at with regard to the 
withdrawal by the railway companies of 
free carriage of a wastage allowance on 
coal freights. 


The 
of Trade have endeavoured to 
settlement 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) 
Board 


amicable of this 
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question, but I regret te say that this has | 
not been found possible. The Board 
have therefore issued the necessary certi- 
ficate under Section 1 of The Railway | 
and Ganal Traffic Act, 1894, to enable the 
complainants to take the case before the 
Railway and Canal Commission. 


Census of Production. 

Mr. GRETTON (Rutland): To ask 
the President of the Board of Trade 
if he can state at what date are the Re- 
turns to be made in connection with the 
contemplated census of production ; if 
all the forms to be fille] in by traders and 
producers have been issued ; and, if not, 
at what date will the remaining forms be 
ready for issue. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) As 
provided in the Gensus of Production 
Act, persons receiving schedules are given 
a period of three months after the issue 
of each schedule within which to make 
returns. The schedules are being issued 
as rapidly as possible. The schedules for 
coal mines and the majority of those for 
factories, builders, and contractors have 
already been issued and the remainder 
will be issued very shortly. The issue of 
the schedules appropriate to workshops, 
which will be in a somewhat simpler 
form, will th n be proceeded with at once. 


Royalties in Patents. 

Mr. HAROLD COX: ‘To ask Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether 
the income derived from royalties 
on patents is treated for purposes of 
incom:>-tax as earned or unearned in- 
come; and whe'her any distin:tion is 
made between such income and income 
derived from copyrights. 


(Answered by Mr. Lioyd-George.) The 
Answer to the first part of the Question 
is that such income is treated as un- 
earned. No distinction is made between 
income derived from royalties on patents 
and income derived from copyrights, 
save when the latter is received by the 
author himself whilst he is still exercising 
the vocation of an author, in which case 
it is treated as earned income. 


National Revenues. 
Mr. WATT: To ask Mr. Chancellor of 


the Exchequer what were the contribu- 
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tions to the revenue per head of the 
population of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, respectively, for the year 1907- 
1908. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
amounts contributed to the revenue in 
the financial year 1907-1908 per head of 
population were— 


ts @ 
Enelandand Wales - 3 12 9 
Scotland - - -3 7 8 
Treland - - 23 33) 


Hotel Licences. 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) : Toask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether steps will be taken 
in the compilation of licensing statistics 
in future to show the number of hotel 
licences granted in each year in Scotland 
upon a justice’s or magistrate’s certificate 
for six days. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) I 
am considering whether it is possible to 
keep a record for future reference of the 
information desired by the hon. Member. 


Hindu Temples and Mahomedan Mosques. 

Mr. REES: To ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether the 
Government of India inherited from its 
predecessors in title large endowments 
for the upkeep and repair of Hindu 
temples and Mahomedan mosques, which 
they were compelled by the Government 
at home to make over to the management 
of committees, appointed ad hoe, after 
resorting to the necessary legislation: 
and whether, since this action gave 
dissatisfaction in India which exists te 
the present day, there is any prospect 
that the Government will reconsider the 
present unsatisfactory position in this 
behalf. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) Under 
the old Regulations of the Bengal. 


Madras, and Bombay Codes, Goveri- 
ment officers were charged with the duty 
of supervising the proper application o! 
the endowments granted by former rulers 
for the support of mosques, Hindoo 
temples, and other religious purposes. 
In 1863 an Act was passed, No. XX., for 
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the transfer of these duties to trustees, | 
themselves professing the religions for | 
the maintenance of whose services the | 
endowments were granted. The Secre- 
tary of State does not accept the 
statement in the Question that the | 
Government of India are compelled by 


the Government at home to “carry | 
through this !egislation.” The principle 
of non-interference with the religious | 


observances of the people is one of the 
settled principles of Indian administra- | 
tion. Various proposals, chiefly in Mad- 
ras, have since heen made for giving the 
public interested in these endowments 
greater facilities for enforcing the due | 
application by the trustees of funds 
which should ke devoted to religious 
purposes, but the projects laid before the 
Government have generally proved open | 
to objections which have been fatal to | 
them. There is, however, a Bill now 
before the legislative council of the 
Governor-General, introduced by the hon. 
Dr. Rashbehary Ghose on 20th March | 
last, for giving greater facilities to the 
public for calling for and inspecting the 
accounts of public charities, including | 
trusts of a religious nature. My hon. 
fiend will fad the Bill end the debate 
which attended its introduction printed | 
in the Gazette of India for March last, | 
which is in the Library of the House. 


Drumkeerin Evicted Tenants. 
Mr F. MEEHAN (Leitrim, N.) To | 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Estates 
Commissioners had taken any action with 
a view of reinstating Peter D. Kelly, an 
evicted tenant on the West estate, 
Drumkeerin, County Leitrim; and, if 
not, whether they will soon do so. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 
Estates Commissioners received Peter | 
Kelly's application for reinstatement on 
the 15th instant only, and, having regard 
to the large number of prior applications 
which have to be considered, they cannot 
say when they will be able to inquire into 
the case. 


The | 


Belcoo Loan Fund Company. 
Mr. F. MEEHAN: To ask the Chief 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that a number 





{27 JuLy 1908} 


| been 


lof the 


|and that the 





Que stions. 850 
of poor people in the district of Glenferne, 
County Leitrim, have been decreed for 
money borrowed from the Loan Fund 
Company, Beleoo and Enniskillen, County 
Fermanagh, notwithstanding the fact 
that in many instances the money had 
repaid and receipts produced ; 
whether the police in the district are in 
possession of warrants to execute decrees 
in connection with the same ; and, if so, 


| whether he would direct an inquiry to be 


made into the matter before the police 
proceed to collect the amounts of the said 
decrees. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The police 
have received sixty-four warrants for 
execution upon decrees obtained at the 
suit of the receiver of the Beleoo and 
Enniskillen loan fund societies against 
borrowers and their sureties, many of 
whom allege that they have paid portions 
debts. The police have been 
instructed that, in every case in which 
such allegation is made, they should 
communicate with the receiver before 
executing the warrant, and should then 
proceed as directed by the receiver, who 
is responsible for any action that may be 
taken for enforcement of the warrants. 


Maghery Sports. 
Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN (Kilkenny) : 


To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


| Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 


that a party of Catholic excursionists on 
their way from Armagh to the scene of 
some sports at Maghery, on Sunday, 
5th July, instant, were groaned at and 
insulted by a crowd of Orangemen, who 
waved Orange emblems and shouted that 
they would attack the excursionists on 
their way back, that the route back of the 
excursionists was arranged between the 
police inspector and one of the former, 
strewn with 


route was 


| broken glass and many of the excur- 


sionists’ cycles injured thereby ; whether 
he is aware that at Canary Orange Hail 
100 or so of the Orangemen assembled, 
armed with pitchforks, spades, and crow- 
bars; whether, when half the excur- 
sionists had passed the Hall, shots were 
fired at them, several pellets striking the 
horses and the brakes, to the greet 
alarm of the women and children, and 
that on the same day an attack was made 
on a car conveying one of the excursionists 
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for medical treatment; whether any unfit for human habitation, the Local 


arrests have been made in connection 
with these occurrences, or whether the 
police have made any report concerning 
them; and what action will be taken to 
prevent a recurrence of such scenes. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The police 
authorities inform me that on Sunday, 
5th July, a party of Catholic excursionists 
proceeded from Armagh to Maghery, but 
were not interfered with by Orangemen 
on the way, although some contingents 
passed through exclusively Orange locali- 
ties. At one of these places a crowd had 
assembled at the Orange Hall, but the 
police arranged with the excursionists 
that there should be no drumming while 
passing through this locality, with the 
result that there no disturbance. 
When the excursionists reached Canary 
on the return journey, a crowd of Orange- 
men, some of whom had _pitchforks, 
opposed their passage. The police and 
the leaders on both sides arranged that 
there should be no band playing by the 
excursionists, who then passed unmo- 
lested. 


was 


Government Board will take the necessary 
steps to secure 2 cottage for this labourer, 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The scheme 
of the rural district council has not yet 
been received by the Local Government 
Board. Assuming that the case of 
Michael Delany is included in the scheme, 
it will be fully considered by the inspector 
who will hold the necessary inquiry. 


National Education Board Secretaries. 


Mr. DELANY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware _ that 


fully one-half of the time of the two 
secretaries of the National Education 


| Board is spent in writing purely for- 


mal and oftentimes useless letters to 
managers, teachers, and others, and that 
an ordinary minute or memorandum 
form would frequently answer the 
purpose much better; and, seeing that 


,if the latter course were more generally 


After the party had passed and ! 


were out of range several shots were fired | 


by the Orange party, out of bravado, 
but the shots could not have reached the 
7 ra bbl . 

horses and brakes. The police have no 
knowledge of anv attack made wpon a car. 
It is the fact that broken glass was strewn 
on the roads in a few places. The police 


authorities state that this was the first | 


occasion on which a Nationalist procession 
had passed by this route. The attitude 
of the opposing party at Canary was 
menacing, but nothing took place which 
would warrant a prosecution. The police 
did everything that was possible to 
preserve the peace and protect the 
excursionists, and they appear to have 
done with seeing that 
injury has been reported. 


so suCcCeSS, ho 


Mountmellick Labourers’ Cottage. 
Mr. DELANY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the site selected by the 
committee of the Mountmellick Rural 
District Council for a cottage and plot for 


Michael Delany, Ballina, Ardderin elec- | 


toral division, has been fixed on demesne | 


lands; and whether, seeing that the 


cabin at present occupied by Delany has | 


been condemned by the medical officer as 


adopted the curtailment of secretarial 
work thereby effected would allow of the 
abolition of the position of one or other 
of these officers, and the consequent 
saving of his salary of £800 a vear, 
whether he will consider the advisability 
of having this course adopted. 


(Answered by My. Birrell.) 1 have 
referred this Question to the Commis- 
sioners of National Education, who 
inform me that they have nothing to add 
to the very full information given in my 
reply to the hon. Member’s Question on 
this subject on 13th July. 


Leslie Estate, Ballbay. 

Mr. McKEAN (Monaghan, 8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland why, under the 
sale and purchase of the Leslie estate, at 
Ballybay, in the county of Monaghan. 
the agreements for which have been duly 
signed, it is not proposed to reinstate 
David M’Clean, of Derryvalley, a tenant 
who was evicted ten years ago from his 
holding because he refused to pay au 
increase of rent. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that the lands 
in which David M’Clean claims reinstate 
ment consist of a town park, and therefore 
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do not come within the provisions of 
Section 2 (1) (d) of the Act of 1903. 
Moreover, the applicant himself was not 
the evicted tenant, but his brother, George 
WClean, who is now in America. The 
Commissioners have decided that in any 
event the case is not one in which they 
ean take action. 


Belfast Lough Foreshore. 

Mr. J. DEVLIN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he can state by whose 
authority some sixteen men who have 
been earning their living by lifting sand | 
on the Whiteabbey foreshore of Belfast 
Lough have been forbidden to do so in 
future: whether he is aware that the 
consequence of this prohibition is that 
these men and their wives and families 
have been reduced to a condition of 
starvation ; and whether he will consider 
the advisability of taking action in the 
matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) As the 
foreshore referred to is under the manage- 
ment partly of the Board of Trade and 
partly of the Commissioners of Woods and 
Forests my right hon. friend has requested 
me to answer this Question. Complaints 
were made to the Board of Trade that 
injury to the adjacent land was being 
caused by the removal of materials from 
the foreshore under their management, 
and they have accordingly given in- 
structions to their local officer to warn 
those found removing such materials that 
no removal should take place without the 
permission of the Board. I have 
information as regards the particular 
cases referred to by the hon. Member, but 
if any application for permission to 
remove materials is made to the Board 
of Trade they will consider whether it 
can be granted, and, if so, under what 
conditions. 


Milford Estate, Ballinrobe. 

Mr. JOHN O’DONNELL (Mayo, 8.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Mil 
ford estate, parish of Kilmaine, Ballin- 
robe Union, has been offered to the 


Estates Commissioners or the Congested 
Districts Board for sale ; and, if so, how 
many years purchase has been asked by 
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the landlord, how many offered, and 
when is the bargain likely to be closed. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Milford 
estate, which belongs to Mr. C. C. Ormsby, 
was oilered for sale to the Congested 
Districts Board in May, 1905, but the 
Board decided not to purchase it, seeing 
that it is situated in a non-congested 
district. The owner has since instituted 
proceedings for the sale of the property 
to the Estates Commissioners under 
Section 6 of the Act of 1903. The Com- 
missioners will have the estate inspected 
as soon as the case reaches its turn to be 
dealt with, and in the meantime 
statement as to price can be made. 


ho 


Tanderagee Labourers’ Cottages. 

Mr. J. DEVLIN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
{freland whether he can state the number 
of applications for labourers’ cottages 
lodged with the clerk of the Tanderagee 
Rural District Council, before 7th Febru- 
iry, 1907 ; whether he is aware that the 
council passed fifteen of the applications 
and formulated a scheme; that, on 
inquiry by Mr. Dickinson, the Local 
Government Board inspector, the number 
was reduced to five, and will he say what 
was the reason assigned for this reduction; 
whether he is aware that disease, and 
particularly tuberculosis, is prevalent 
in the district, and was attributed by the 
medical officer and the inspector, in their 
evidence, to the bad and _ insufficient 
| housing accommodation of the labourers ; 
whether the inspector had any knowledge 
of the district before he held the inquiry ; 
and whether he will make an inquiry into 
the whole matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The number 
|of applications lodged was twenty-nine, 
jand of these the council passed fifteen. 
The reasons given by the inspector for 
| disallowing ten of the proposed cottages 
were communicated to the council on 6th 
March, as follows: In five of the cases 
the applicants were already living in good 
houses ; in three others the sites selected 
were unsuitable; in one case the pro- 
posed site was on a small holding of five 
lacres; and in the remaining case the 
| applicant was not an agricultural labourer. 
Evidence to the effect stated in the 
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Question was given by the medical | 


officer, but it does not appear that the 
inspector expressed any opinion on the 
subject. So far as the Local Government 
Board are aware, the district council have 
not taken exception to the inspector’s 
The question of making a new 
scheme to provide dwellings for labourers 
who may be living in insanitary houses 
is one for the consideration of the council 
in the first instance. 


decision. 


Hop Report. 
Mr. ESSEX: To ask the Prime 


Minister whether he proposes, upon the 


recommendation of the Report of the | 
Select Committee upon the Hop Industry. | 


to bring in a Bill prohibiting the use of 
hop substitutes in the brewing of beer 
in this country. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) Yes, 
Sir, it is in contemplation to prohibit 
by law the use of hop substitutes in the 
brewing of beer in the United Kingdom. 
A Bill for the purpose will be introduced 
at an early date provided general assent 
is secured to put it through during the 
autumn session. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Wireless Telegraphy. 

CoLoNeEL LOCKWOOD (Essex, Ep- 
ping): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War what powers, if any, he 
possesses to prevent the erection of 
Marconi apparatus on private premises 
that might be used for the purpose of 
conveying information, 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, Haddington) : The 


Secretary of State for War possesses no 
such powers. The control of wireless 
telegraphy is in peace vested in the 
Postmaster-General, who issues licences, 
and in war with the Lords of the 
Admiralty. 


CoLONEL LOCKWOOD: Is _ it 


not 

desirable the War Office should have 
some control over this matter? 

Mr. HALDANE: It seems to me 


more important for the Admiralty, 
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Territorial Force and the Civil Power. 
Mr. W. THORNE (West Han, §.) 

I beg to ask the Secretary of State ion 
War whether the terms of enlistment 
under the Territorial Army Act would 
enable the Territorial Forces to be used 

in the aid of the civil power. 


Mr. HALDANE: The terms of en. 
listment do not enable the Territorial 
Force to be specially called out in aid of 
the civil power. The nature of their 
when under military law was 
fully explained by me in debate on Amy 
Estimates of 5th March. 


6th Batt. Royal Highlanders. 

Mr. W. THORNE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War if he is aware 
that under the Territorial Army Forces 
Act, the 6th Battalion Royal Highlanders, 
formerly the 4th Volunteer Battalion 
Royal Highlanders, Perth, under the 
scheme should be 1,000 strong and only 
about 400 men have joined, and this only 
for one year; if he is aware that 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, in the 
absence of Sir R. D. Moncrietfe, Baronet, 
Wednesday, 15th July, 


address, asked them to support the new 
Army scheme, and at the close called 
upon those willing to serve for four years 
to step forward, and out of 179 men on 
parade only 10 signified their intention of 
serving the four years term, and that 
number consisted entirely of  non- 
commissioned officers ; and whether, in 
view of the provisions of the Territorial 
Army Act, he intends taking any action 
to prevent such methods of attempting to 


| get men to join for a long term. 


Mr. HALDANE: I am not aware of 
the incident mentioned, but on the facts 
as stated in the Question I do not consider 
that the action of Lientenant-Colonel 
Campbell wasin any way open to reproach. 
On the contrary I think that such action 
on the part of the Commanding Officer, 
whether fruitful or not, is much to ba 
commended. In other similar 
appeals have led many men to come 
forward, 


cases 


Fife Imperial Yeomanry—Case of 
Private Rennie. 
Mr. KEIR HARDIE: (Merthyr 
Tydfil): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether he can state 





put 
whi 
Aft 
by 
coul 
was 
the 
pro 
con 
of I 
Stol 
tim 
evic 
opp 
agal 
the 
the 
Priy 
info 
befc 
an 
wis] 
f rT 
Offi 
the 


by t 








the 
are 
ces 
ars, 
ion 
the 
nly 
nly 
hat 
the 
ret, 
ily, 

an 
new 
lled 
ars 

on 
n of 
that 
10n- 
, in 
rial 
tion 


gto 


e of 
‘acts 
ider 
onel 
ach. 
‘tion 
icer, 
) ba 
nilar 
‘ome 


‘thyr 
y of 








Questions. 


the number of occasions on which 
Private Rennie, of the Fife and Forfar 
Imperial Yeomanry, was put on fatigue 
duty during the training period at 
Annsmuir this year ; whether two days 
after his arrest for alleged disobedience 
he was taken to the orderly room, when 
Captain Jury, the Adjutant, and Sergeant- 
Major Vine, the regimental sergeant, took 
the evidence of Lieutenant Hutchinson 
and Sergeant Storrer against Kennie ; 
whether, on Rennie asking for time to 
prepare his defence and lead evidence on 
his own behalf, he was informed by 
Captain Jury that he would be allowed 
todo so all in good time ; whether, despite 
this promise, he was on the following 
evening, without having had an oppor 
tunity of saying a word or leading 
evidence on his own behalf, drummed out 
of the camp; whether he was thus sent 
away without receiving allowance for his 
horse or his own pay, and had in con- 
sequence to borrow money to pay his 
train fare home to Methil; and whether 
he will cause inquiry to be made into | 
Rennie’s allegation that Sergeant Storrer | 
had a violent dislike to him, and kept 
him almost continually on fatigue duty | 
during the whole training, and thus pro- | 
voked him into the alleged act of | 
disobedience for which he was dismissed. 


57 


fos) 





Mr. HALDANE: Private Rennie was | 
put on no extra fatigues beyond those in | 
which all members of the corps took part. 
After Private Rennie had been remanded | 
by his commanding officer for trial by 
court martial, the summary of evidence 
was taken down in the orderly room by 
the Adjutant. The Sergeant-Major would 
probably have been present, but was not 
concerned in the taking of the evidence | 
of Lieutenant Hutchinson and Sergeant | 
Storrer. Private Rennie did not ask for 
time to prepare his defence, or to lead | 
evidence on his own behalf. He had the 
opportunity of questioning the witnesses 
against him, and took advantage of it in 
the case of Lieutenant Hutchinson. After 
the summary of evidence had been taken 
Private Rennie was, as is customary, 
informed by the Adjutant that when 
before the court martial he would have 
il Opportunity of saying anything he | 
wished in his defence. ‘The application | 


ior trial was forwarded to the General | 
Viicer commanding, who considered that 
the case should be dealt with summarily 








state 





by the Commanding Officer. 


The Com- 
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(Juestions, 


manding Officer decided to dismiss Private 
Rennie from the corps publicly, and as 
Private Rennie did not deny the charge, 
and as the evidence was quite decisive, 


| that officer did not consider it necessary 


again to ask the acensed if he had any- 
thing to urge in his defence. _Priva'e 
Rennie’s horse allowance has been paid to 
the owner of the horse by the Squadron 
Commander, who holds a receipt for the 
same. Private Rennie’s pay has been 
remitted to him, and his Squadron Officer 
gave him the money for his fare (10s.). 


The money was not lent to Private 
Rennie. The Commanding Officer has 


inquired into the alleged animosity on 
the part of Sergeant Storrer against 
Private Rennie, both amongst the officers 
and non-commissioned officers, and can 
find nothing to justify the allegation. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE 
Private Rennie had no 
laying his side of the 
War Office ? 


: May I ask why 
opportunity of 
case before the 


Mr. HALDANE: 


His case has been 


‘laid before the War Office by the hon. 


Member. 

Mr. KEIR HARDIE: But cannot 
Private Rennie himself be allowed to 
state his case ? 

Mr. HALDANE: No; the whole 


| matter has been carefully considered. 


Officers’ Quarters on Foreign Service. 

Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War on what basis the amount of rent 
charged by the Government to officers 
on foreign service is fixed, and whether 
it bears any and what relation to the 


| original cost of the houses in which the 


officers are quartered ; whether in fixing 
or in maintaining rents which have been 


| fixed in years gone by regard is had to 


the depreciation in value of such houses 
resulting from the lowering of the cost 
of labour or materials, or by wear and 
tear, or by other causes ; whether regard 
is also had to the fact that officers with 
their families have frequently no alte:na- 
tive when serving abroad but to accept 
Government houses at whatever price 
may be asked for them; whether the 
rent charged to officers is on such a 
scale as to involve a substantial profit 


| on the transaction ; and, if so, whether 
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the War Office will submit a statement 
to Parliament showing the profits made | 
out of rents charged to officers; and | 
whether they will affirm their approval | 
of such a system. 


'when subject to military law. 


Mr. HALDANE: Houses are provided 
to a limited extent in certain exceptional | 
cases abroad for those officers who, not 
being entitled to free quarters, find a 
difficulty in obtaining private accommo- 
dation on reasonable terms. There 
no compulsion on officers to occupy these 
Government lettings. The rent charged 
for these houses is based on the scheme 
being self-supporting; the South Africa 
rents being, for instance, arrived at on 
the basis of interest at 3 per cent. and 
the repayment of the principal within | 
forty years (the estimated life of the 
bungalows) plus the cost of insurances 


is 


and maintenance. In addition, there 
are charges for water and_ sanitary 


services. There is no profit to public 
funds arising out of the transactions ; 
the Department stands to lose if the 
lettings are not taken up. The total 
charges are, however, under revision. 


Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire) : 
Can the right hon. Gentleman give us 
any detailed information as to how much 
has been paid for the rent of these | 
houses since our troops have been per 
manently settled in South Africa? Will 
he bear in mind the officers have no 


opportunity of getting any other houses ? | 


Mr. HALDANE: I am afraid that 
would involve a long inquiry which I 
should be reluctant to have made in 
view of the labour involved, 


Soldiers and Jury Service. 

Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for War 
if he can state whether officers and men 
of the Territorial Force are exempt from 
serving on any jury, and whether this 
sxemption extends to officers and men 
of special and extra special battalions 
of the late Militia ; and, if not, can he 
say why this privilege has not been 
extended to them; and whether he is 
aware that considerable doubt exists | 
on the matter at present, and causes | 
confusion among those in authority. 


Mr. HALDANE: Officers and men | 
of the Territorial Force are exempt from | 
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Officers of the 


serving on any jury. 
Special Reserve are exempt from jury 
service when on full pay. Non-com. 
missioned officers and men of the Special 
Xteserve are exempt from jury service 
The 
Special Reserve are treated exactly as 
the Militia, and I am not aware of any 
doubt or confusion on the subject. ; 


Captain CRAIG: Is the right hon, 
Gentleman aware that in several instances 
lately men while out on training were 
called on for jury service and informed 
that they were not exempted ? Will the 
right hon. Gentleman have this answer 
circulated for the information of 4ll 
commanding officers ! 


Mr. HALDANE said he thought the 
mention of the matter in that House 
would suttice. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool): 
Will the right hon. Gentleman take steps 
to place the senior service on an equality 
in this matter with the junior service | 

Mr. HALDANE. We 


are simply 


| carrying out old traditions. 


Captain CRAIG: Is it not the fact 
that in one case the men are exempt all 


|the year round and in the other only 


while on service ? 


Mr. HALDANE was 


understood to 


|reply that the Territorial Officer was 
| doing duty all the year round, while the 
| Special Reserve was only on service at 


certain periods. 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): Will 


| the right hon. Gentleman see that all 


members of His Majesty’s Forces have 
the same privileges in this respect ! 


Mr. HALDANE: It must be borne in 
mind that the more numerous the ex- 
emptions the greater is the burden on 
the rest of the community. 


British Garrisons Abroad. 

Mr. ASHLEY : I beg toask the Secre- 
tary of State for War whether, apart 
from the reduction of the South African 
garrison, any further withdrawal of troops 
from foreign or colonial stations 1 
contemplated. 


Mr. HALDANE: No, Sir. 
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Recruits’ Pay. 

Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War why a boy in 
the Regular Army under eighteen vears 
of age who enlists from the Special 
Reserve is to receive man’s pay, whereas 
a boy of the same age entering the Army 
in the ordinary way only receives boy’s 


pay: 
Mr. HALDANE: These boys enlisted 


from the Special Reserve have cone tive 
months training including a course of 
musketry, and are on an entirely different 
footing from boys enlisting into the Army 
direct. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman think that six months in the 
Special Reserve makes a boy a man ! 


Mr. HALDANE: 


way towards doing so. 


It goes a very long 


Mr. ASHLEY: 
converted into a 
service 


then 
active 


But is the boy 
man fit for 


Mr. HALDANE'’S 


reply was inaudible. 


Officers Training Corps Camp, etc. 

Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War what will be 
the duration of the annual camp training 
of the Ofticers Training Corps ; what form 
the training will take ; and what will be 
the strength of the unit or units which 
will be trained by one of the officers from 
the Regular Forces appointed to act as 
adjutant. 


Mr. HALDANE: The duration of the 
annual camp training will be eight to 
fifteen days for University contingents, 
and eight days for school contingents. 
Uiiicers commanding University contin- 


gents make their own arrangements 
with General Officers Comwanding - in- 


Chief, and if possible with officers com- 
manding other University contingents. 
School contingents will join camps 
lormed for the purpose at convenient 
centres. Regular officers may be ap- 
pointed under r the Officers Tr: ning Corps 
Kegulatious to command camps, or such 
units as may be formed for the purpose 
of training in camp. The training given 
will be entirely connected with duti-s in 
the field. At present adjutants have 
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been, or are about to be, appointed to 
the contingents of Oxford, Cambridge, 
and Edinburgh Universities, the approxi- 
mate strength of these contingents being 
respectively 520, 530, and 390. Adju- 
tants will be appointed to other Univer- 
sities or groups of Universities, as may be 
necessary, having regard to the strength 
of their contingents, their proximity to 
one another, and the number of public 
schools in the neighbourhood, in the 
training of whose contingents adjutants 
will be called on to assist. 


(Juestions. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Will any considerable 
expense be placed on the members of this 
Ofticers Training Corps ? 


Mr. HALDANE: No. We have pro- 
vided all that is necessary, and there will 
be the same allowance as to the Regulars. 


Royal Engineer Special Reserve. 

Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War why, in view 
of his decision that men over thirty-six 
years of age are not suitable for active 
service abroad, a man is permitted to re- 
enlist into the Special Reserve of the 
Royal Engineers, under Army Order 186 
of 1908, up to thirty-five vears of uge for 
a period of four years. 

Mr. HALDANE: Good tradesmen 
were always allowed to enlist in the 
Militia Royal Engineers up to thirty-five 
years of This regulation has been 
extended to the Royal Engineers Special 
Reserve as it is essential that there should 
be a proportion of good and experienced 


age. 


tradesmen in these units. I may add 
that these Engineers have not the same 
war strain on them that Cavalry, 


Artillery, and Infantry have to endure. 


*Mr. ASHLEY: Surely there is more 
strain on the man building a bridge under 
fire than on the man who crosses it ! 


(No Answer was returned. | 


Territorial Regiment—Instructors’ Pay. 
Mr. COCARANE (Ayrshire, N I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether the result ot the new regulations 
for the payments from Association funds 
to instructors on the permanent statf of 
Territorial regiments will be to reduce 
emoluments of the instructors employed 
2H 
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by two Ayrshire battalions from £22 per | 


annum to £6 10s. ; and, seeing that such 
reduction will be regarded by the 
instructors as a 


existing contracts. 


{COMMONS} 


breach of contract, | 
whether he will arrange to continue the | 
present scale until the termination of | 


Mr. HALDANE: No rate has yet! 
been approved pending the receipt of | 


revised proposals from the Association. 


It is not proposed to continue rates paid | 


by Volunteer corps unless they are 


justitied by the conditions of the Terri-| 


torial Force Corps. The permanent staff 
are not serving on any definite contract— 
they are liable at any time to be reverted 
to their regular unit. The hon. Member 
is referring only to the allowances from 
Association funds, and has not mentioned 
the regular pay and allowances which, if 
all are taken in cash, amount to about 
43s. weekly. 


Mr. COCHRANE: 


reduction 2? 


Will there be any 


Mr. HALDANE: I hope it will be 
just the contrary. Many bad systems 
have grown up, and the matter is now 
being properly regulated. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Will there be 
appeal to the County Association or to 
the War Office ¢ 


an 


Mr. HALDANE: They can always 
revert to the conditions on which they 
came into the Line. 


Mr. ASHLEY: But will there be any 
appeal ? 


Mr. HALDANE: Practically, no. 
We shall leave the matter to the 
Association. 


Inns of Court Volunteers. 

Viscount VALENTIA (Oxford): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War why the 27th Battalion County of 
London Regiment (Iuns of Court) has not 
received official recognition as a unit of 
the Territorial Force, having enlisted 
more than 30 per cent. of its establish- 
ment; and whether it is intended to 
convert this battalion into an officers’ 
training corps. 


| West 
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Mr. HALDANE: It has been decided 
'that this unit shall be forthwith reeoo. 
| nised as a Territorial Force unit as con- 
templated by the Territorial Force estab. 
lishments. Regulations will subsequently 
be issued for the organisation of the unit 
as an officer’s training unit for the Terri. 
torial Force. 


Viscount VALENTIA : I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for War whether, 
though the Inns of Court Regiment js 
not a recognised unit of the Territorial 
Force, the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and men of the battalion will 
be entitled to pay and allowances as 
such during their forthcoming camp at 
Down, Salisbury ; and whether 


| those composing the mounted detachment 


will be granted horse allowance for hire 
and forage as heretofore. 


Mr. HALDANE: This unit will camp 
as a Territorial Force unit, the officers 
and men receiving pay and allowances as 
Infantry. The Territorial Force establish 
inents do not provide for a mounted 
detachment. In accordance however with 
the request of the unit the men who 
composed the Mounted Infantry detach- 
ment in the Volunteers will be allowed 
this year to train as mounted men and 
to furnish horses, forage, ete., without 
expense to the public, pending a settle- 
ment of the future organisation of the 
unit. 


Woolwich Common. 


Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether, having regard to the fact that 
under 43 Geo. 3, ¢. 35, by which the 
Ordnance authorities acquired certain 
lands in Woolwich, all common of pasture 
and turbary and other common rights 
and privileges thereon were reserved, he 
will now abandon the proposal to fence 
in any part of Woolwich Common. 


Mr. HALDANE: My hon. friend has 
been misinformed. The Act in question 
contains no such reservation. 


Mr. CROOKS quoted the words from 
the Act in regard to common pasture and 
turbary and asked should this be the 
subject of reference to the Attorney- 
General. 
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Mr. HALDANE replied that it was 
quite unnecessary to refer the matter to 
the Attorney-General. The words to 
which his hon. friend had called attention 
referred to common rights which were 
bought and paid for long ago. 


Lopep BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
Chorley) asked whether, in view of the 
jact that within fifteen months there had 
been three attempts to take land from the 
common, the right hon. Gentleman would 
reconsider this matter. 


Mr. HALDANE said he could not do 
that. It was absolutely necessary to 
take ground for training acompany. To 
encroach on the rights of the public 
would be the last thing in the world that 
he would wish, but he was bound to do 
what he could to secure the efficiency of 
these officers. ‘The War Office had bought 
and paid for all the rights, 


these 
the 


Mr. CROOKS asked 
lands were not the waste 
manor of Eltham. 


whether 
lands of 


Mr. HALDANE repeated that all the 


rights were bought long ago. 


The Union Jack. 

Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War whether, in view of 
the fact that the King’s Regulations pro- 
vide that the Union Jack shall be flown 
at certain military stations on anniver- 
saries and other occasions, he will direct 
that Empire Day shall be observed as an 
anniversary both at home and abroad. 


Mr. HALDANE: T have nothing to 
add to the replies which have been given 
to the House on previous occasions in 
reference to flying flags on Empire Day. 


Captain CRAIG asked what was the 
object of the Government in smothering 
up the Empire Day movement. 


[No Answer was returned. | 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 


S.): What is Empire Day? I do not 
snow the date of it, and I do not care. 


British Officers at Foreign Mancuvres. 
Mr. ASHLEY : I beg to ask the Secre- 
‘ary of State for War on what principle 
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the selection of officers to attend foreign 
manwuvres is based ; whether any grant 
is made to defray expenses , and whether 
extra leave beyond the ordinary is granted 
for this purpose. 


Mr. HALDANE: As a rule a very 
limited number of permissions to attend 
foreign manceuvres are available and a 
selection has to be made from the very 
large number of applicants who wish to 
be present. In selecting officers to attend 
preference is given to those who have 
special linguistic or professional qualitica- 
tions. Grants in aid of travelling ex- 
penses are occasionally made and attend. 
ance is regarded as a duty and not as 


leave. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Do they get ordinary 


leave in addition to extra leave % 
Mr. HALDANE: Oh yes. 


Grantham Barracks. 

Lorp J. JOLCEY-CECIL (Lincoln- 
shire, Stamford): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War if it is pro- 
posed to use the barracks of the late 4th 
Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment ( Militia) 
at Grantham, Lincolnshire, as_head- 
quarters for the Special Reserve recruits 
of the 4th Notts and Derby Regiment. 


Mr. HALDANE: This matter is at 


present under consideration. 


Territorial Cyclists. 

Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War how many of the cyclist 
battalions of the Territorial Force have 
been raised and recognised ; and what 
is their present strength. 


Mr. HALDANE: Eight  eyclist 
battalions have been recognised up to 
the present, and their total strength on 
the Ist Julv was seventy-one officers and 


2.241 non-commissioned officers and 
men. 
Cyclist Companies. 
Mr. CARLILE: I beg to ask the 


Secretary of State for War, in view of 
the fact that the absence of cyclist com- 
panies from the infantry battalions of 
the Territorial Force will much impair 
the value of the tactical training it is 


2H 2 
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possible to give to the infantry, whether 
he will consider the advisability of 
making provision for the addition of 
cyclist companies to these battalions. 


Questions. 


Mr. HALDANE: The Army Council 
has decided to sanction the formation in 
each battalion of Infantry, at the dis- 
cretion of the Association, of a cyclist 
section, composed of one officer, 2 non- 
commissioned officers and twelve men. 
This section will be within the establish- 
ment of the battalion, and will receive 
the same rates of pay as the rest of the 
battalion, 


Mr. CARLILE asked if the decision 
come to was not contrary to the opinion 
held by nearly all commanding ofticers. 


Mr. HALDANE said that it was a 
matter which must be decided by the 
General Staff. 


British Force at Natal. 

Mr. G. GOOCH (Bath): I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for War what is 
the number of Imperial troops at the 
present time in Natal ; and what is their 
annual cost to the British taxpayer. 


Mr. HALDANE: There are at the 
present time rather less than 900 Imperial 
troops in Natal, and their cost is approxi- 
mately £70,000 a year. 


Mr. MACKARNESS — (Berkshire, 
Newbury): May I ask whether the 
presence of these troops does not operate 
to support the Natal Government in 
maintaining martial law ? 


*\Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of 
opinion. 


Hong Kong—Loss through Government 
Opium Policy. 

*\Mr, REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what loss to the 
finances of the Colony of Hong Kong 
will be caused by the opium policy 
imposed upon it by the Colonial Office ; 
and what compensation, if any, from 
Imperial revenues will be paid. 


Tue UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
FOR THE COLONIES (Colonel SEELy, 
Liverpoul, Abercromby): The whole 
question, including the points to which 
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my hon. friend refers, is under the ¢op- 
sideration of the Secretary of State in 
consultation with the Governor; and | 
am not in a position to make any state. 
ment with regard to it at present. 


East African Protectorate. 

Sir C. HILL (Shewsbury): I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the labour rules re. 
ferred to on page 1 of the recent corre. 
spondence relating to affairs in the East 
Africa Protectorate |Cd. 4122] as having 
been fully approved by the Under. 
Secretary of State for the Colonies were 
submitted to and approved by the Seere. 
tary of State before promulgation. 


CoLONEL SEELY : No, Sir. The rules 
were promulgated by the Governor before 
submission to the Secretary of State. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Are we to understand 
that the President of the Board oi Trade 
had authority to approve these regula 
tions without consulting the noble Lord 


COLONEL SEELY: I do not think we 
can assume that at all. Perhaps the hon 
Gentleman will address a Question to my 
right hon. friend on the subject. , 


Land Tenure in East Africa, 

C. HILL: I beg to ask th 
Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the legislation relating 
to land tenure in the East Africa Pro- 
tectorate, which is indicated in the 
despatch from Lord Elgin of the 19th 
March, 1908 (No. 9, in Cd. 4117), has 
vet been introduced ; whether, if so, it 
has met with approval in the Protectorate; 
and whether the Ordinance, as_ finally 
settled, will be laid before Parliament. 


SIR 


CotoneL SEELY: An Ordinance is 
being drafted, but has not yet been intro: 
duced into the Legislative Council.». The 
Ordinance, when passed, will be included 
among the papers relating to land tenure 
in East Africa Protectorate which will be 
laid before Parliament in continuation of 
the papers already present. 


Mr. REES asked if somewhat simiia! 
regulations would be promulgated for 
other Protectorates on the coast. 


CotoneL SEELY: That is rather 
large Questiun : I should like notice of it. 
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South African Compensation Fund. 


Mr. STAVELEY-HILL (Staffordsh re, | 


Kingswinford). I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that correspondence from the 
High Commissioner in South Africa, with 
reference to the amount of administration 
of the Compensation Fund. remained 
unanswered for several months, occasion. 
ing a loss of £41,420 7s. 11d. to the 
Imperial Exchequer ; and whether steps 
have been taken to expedite replies in 
the future to communications received by 
the Colonial Office. 


(oLONEL SEELY: The refe-ence is I 
presume, to Section 10 of the Second 
Report of Public Accounts Committee 
just laid. it is quite a mistake to s»ppose 
that any loss of public money occurred or 
that any additional charge was thrown 
upon the Exchequer through the action 
of the Colonial Office, for whatever may 
have been the merits of the question 
whether administrative expenses could 
properly be charged to the funi the 
Colonial Government had unquestionably 
full power to spend the money in 
increasing the compensation 
protected burghers. I would refer my 
hon. friend as regards this compensation 
fund to the Report of the Central Judicial 
Committee printed in Cd. 3028. I must 
deny that there was improper delay in 
the matter on the part of the Colonial 
Office. The money has since been re- 
voted by Parliament. 


Portuguese East Africans in the 
Transvaal Mines. 


Mr. STAVELEY-HILL: I beg to ask | 


the | 


the Under-Secretary of State for 
Colonies whether, in signing their labour 
contracts, the native labourers for the 


Transvaal mines recruited in Portuguese 


Exst Africa are compulsorily repatriated | 


at the end of their period of work ; and, 
ii so, whether the Government intend to 
make representations to the Transvaal 
Government with a view of altering the 
necessity of repatriation. 


CoLoNeEL SEELY: The Answer to 
both parts of the hon. Member’s Ques- 
tion is in the negative 


Dinizulu's Salary. 
Mr. MACKARNESS: I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
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Colonies whether the attention of the 
Secretary of State has been called to 
the statement made on 3rd June by 
the Attorney-Gencral that the legal 
documents which passed between the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
West Birmingham and the Colony of 
Natal, in 1897, showed that it was 
literally and legally the case that the 
payment of the salary of Dinizulu was a 
condition of the incorporation of Zulu- 
land with Natal; and whether, in view 
of the fact that the Natal Government 
have imprisoned Dinizulu and deprived 
| him of his salary, without the approval of 
| the Secretary of State, the opinion of the 
Attorney-General has been brought to 
' the notice of the Natal Government. 


COLONEL SSELY: The Secretary of 
State is aware of the opinion of the 
Attorney-General, and | would refer my 
hon. friend to the telegrams to the 
Governor which he will find in the Blue- 
book which is being distributed to-day. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: What 
about the answers from the Governor in 
| response 


COLONEL SEELY: I shall be able to 
make a statement to-morrow. 


Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): Are 
the Natal Government aware that all 
sections are united in the belief that the 
Government are in honour bound to pay 
Dinizulu’s salary ? 


CoLone”. SEELY: I am sure that 
every Member of the House will be glad 
to hear the statement from the front 
Opposition bench, that there is such a 
binding obligation. I think the Natal 
Government should be informed that 
that is the view of all Members of this 
House. 


Mr. MACKARNESS : Have the Natal 
Government expressed any dissent from 
the view of the Attorney-General ! 


CoLONEL SEELY: I had better leave 
that till to-morrow. 


Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing): I 

| beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether His Majesty’s 
Government, in arriving at the conclusion 
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regard of the decision of the Natal 
Government, considered the effect such 
action would have upon the trial now 
proceeding, and also upon the sfatws and 
rights of a self-governing Colony to 
manage its own affairs and the trial of 
alleged rebels. 


CoLtoneL SEELY : Yes, Sir. 


Natal Indemnity Bill. 

Mr. G. GREENWOOD  (Peter- 
borough): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the Natal Indemnity Bill has 
passed both Houses of the Colonial 
legislature ; whether the Government are 
now in possession of the terms of such 
sill: whether those terms are identical 
with the terms of The Natal Indemnity 
Act, 1906, with the omission of Section 9 
of that Act; and whether he will lay a 
copy of the Bill upon the Table before 


the debate upon the Colonial Office 
Vote. 
CoLonrL SEELY: Yes, Sir, the 


Bill has passed. It is similar to, but not 
identical with, the Act of 1906, the pro- 
visions for the prospective operation of 
the indemnity being omitted. Details 
will be found in the Papers distributed 
to-day. 


Dre. RUTHERFORD 
Brentford) : 
ber for the Woodstock division of Oxtord- 
shire, I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, whether, in 
view of the obligation undertaken by the 
British taxpayer to provide Dinizulu’s 
salary, His Majesty’s Government. will 
make every effort to secure the trial or 
release of the chief without further 
delay. 


(Middlesex, 


Cotonen SEELY: The Secretary of | 


State understands that the preliminary 
examination is practically concluded, so 
far as the prosecution is concerned, and it 
is therefore to be hoped that Dinizulu 
will soon be brought to trial or released. 
The Secretary of State is not in a 
position to interfere in regard to the 
course of the proceedings. 


Dinizulu’s Trial. 


Mr. MACKARNESS: I beg to ask the | 


Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
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whether the Secretary of State has heen 
informed by the Natal Government why 
it is necessary to examine more than 100 
witnesses on behalf of the prosecution 
against Dinizulu before formulating any 
definite charge against him ; and whether 
he can give any approximate date when 
the Attorney-General of Natal will con- 
sider that sufficient evidence has been 
laid before the magistrate to enable him 
to decide whether the prisoner shall be 
committed for trial or discharged. 


CoLtonel SEELY: The Governor 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State on 
Saturday last that the Attorney-General 
has informed him that he anticipates that 
the preliminary examination of Dinizulu 
will he completed as far as the prosecu- 
tion is concerned almost immediately, 
The Natal Government have not speciti- 
cally informed the Secretary of State of 
the reasons why it has been necessary to 
examine so many witnesses. But it is 
clear that, greatly as the prolongation of 
the preliminary examination is to be 
regretted, it would be unjust to Dinizulu 
to spring upon him any charge at the 
trial which had not been exposed to him 
in the preliminary examination; as a 
consequence the production of new evi- 
dence has rendered a multiplication of 
witnesses unavoidable. Dinizulu’s counsel 

,have not taken any legal action indicat- 
ing a desire that the preliminary examina- 
tion should be closed. 


On behalf of the hon. Mem- , 


Mr. MACKARNESS : Did not Dini- 
zulu’s counsel apply that the magistrates 
should be removed ? 


COLONEL SEELY: That was an objec- 
tion to the personality of the magistrate 
and not the procedure. 


Mr. MACKARNESS : I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether, in view of the unprecedented 
length of the preliminary examination to 
which the chief Dinizulu has been exposed 
in Natal, its secret character, and the re- 
fusal of bail to the prisoner, the Secretary 
of State will inform the House whether 
by the law of Natal a British subject is 
deprived of the right to a writ in the 
| nature of a writ of habeas corpus where be 
_is unjustly detained in prison ; and, if heis 
| not so deprived, whether the Secretary of 
| State is aware of any reason why such & 
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writ has not been moved for on behalf of 
the chief. 


CoLoNEL SEELY: The writ of habeas 
corpus does not exist, I understand, in 
Natal, but there is an analogous procedure. 
For such a procedure to be successful it 
would be necessary to show that the 
authority under which the prisoner is 
detained is illegal and as far as the 
Secretary of State is aware, it is, and 
always has been, open to the prisoner, if 
his legal advisers consider this to be in 
his interests, to take steps to test its 
legality. I presume that they do not 
advise such steps. 


Dinizulu’s Trial—Constitution of Special 
Court. 

Mr. MACKARNESS: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he can now state who will be the 
members of the special court appointed 


totry Dinizulu; and by what law and | 
rules of evidence the court will be bound | 


at the trial. 


’ ‘DoT wv + a: | 
CoLonEL SEELY: No, Sir, I regret 


that 1am not yet in a position to say 
who the members of the Court will be, 


but full information with regard to the | 
composition of the Court will be found in 


the Papers which are now being distri- 
buted. I have telegraphed to the Natal 
Government to send the names in view 
of to-morrow’s debate. 


Mr. MACKARNESS: Will the ordinary 
law of Natal obtain at the trial ? 


CoLoneL SEELY: The answer to that 
will be found in the text of the Special 
Court Bill. 


Alleged Flogging of Witaesses. 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he is aware that 


Miss Colenso, in reply to a statement of | 
Minister of | 


Lieutenant-Colonel Green, 
Railways in the Natal Government, deny- 
ing the flogging of natives in respect to 
the procuring of evidence against Dini- 
zulu, has given twenty-nine cases of 
flogging, including some cases of the 
flogging of women, in addition to those 
officially admitted ; and whether those 
cases of flogging will come within the 
purview of the proposed Indemnity Act, 
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and their perpetrators become immune 
from punishment. 


CotoneL SEELY: I am that 
allegations of flogging have lately been 
made and denied. With regard to Miss 
Colenso’s assertion I notice that accord- 
ing to a Press telegram the Prime 
Minister of Natal on the 23rd instant 
stated that the Government had inquired 
into all the alleged cases of assault during 
the military operations in the northern 
districts and promised further investiga- 
tion upon a formal complaint being made 
and some proof offered in support of Miss 
Colenso’s allegations. My hon. friend 
| will find information regarding the In- 
demnity Bill in the Papers which are 
being distributed to-day. 


aware 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEiLL: Is it more 
favourable to the illegal action of the 
| Natal Government—— 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Tae 
| hon. Member must not refer to a friendly 
Colonial Government in that way. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I did not 
refer to it in the way you thought, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. 
assumes that a thing is illegal. 
remains to be proved. 


Member 
That 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: With great 
respect, Sir, everything done under 
martial law is prima fucie illegal. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is not the business 
of the hon. Member to lecture me on the 
subject of martial law. 


Martial Law in Natal—Indemnity Bill. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether, having regard to the 
sensation produced in this country by the 
method of administration of martial law 
in Natal, and the grave character of the 
charges advanced against officials in 
‘respect to their conduct towards the 
natives in carrying out the martial law 
system, the opinion of the House of 
Commons will be ascertained before the 
assent of the Crown is given to any 
Indemnity Bill passed by the Natal 
Legislature, and that such assent be not 
given when the Imperial Parliament is 
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not sitting, and accordingly without 
opportunity of discussing the situation in 
Natal to any effective purpose. 


CotoneL SEELY: The House will 
have an opportunity of discussing those 
questions to-morrow. Assent will not be 
given before the discussion. 


Dinizulu's Chieftainship. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the effect of Section (b), 
Clause 1, of the Natal Indemnity Act, 
contirming all orders made by the 
supreme chief, will be to  legalise 
Dinizulu’s deposition from the chieftain- 
ship, which was proclaimed by Colonel 
MacNevil at Usutu last December, when 
he said Dinizulu would not return; and 
whether, having regard to the fact that, 
if this be the true construction of the 
Indemnity Bill, Dinizulu, even if 
quitted, would still be deprived of his 
chieftainship, the Government propose to 
take any, and, if so, what, steps in the 
matter. 


CoLoneL SEELY: Ido not think that 
Colonel McKenzie can at any time have 
hed authority to issue an order of the 
supreme chief, nor am I aware that such 
action was ever taken by him. 
think, therefore, that there is any reasen 


| ordinary legal powers. 
ac: | 
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I do not | 


to apprehend the consequences feared by | 


my hon. friend. 


Land in Zululand—Alleged Breaches of 
Faith. 

*Stir CHARLES W. DILKE (Glouces- 

tershire, Forest of Dean): I beg to ask 

the Under-Secretary of State for the 


Colonies whether he is in a position to| PEASE, Essex, Saffron Walden ; 


| 


| 
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Legal Status of Zulus, 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under. 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the constitution granted to 
Natal contains any exceptional reserva. 
tions or conditions depriving the Govern. 
ment of that Colony of such powers as 
are possessed by other Colonial Govern. 
ments; and whether the circumstances 
of the incorporation of Zululand with 
Natal so operate as to affect the legal 
stutus of the Zulus as subjects of the 
Government of the Colony. 
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COLONEL SEELY: The supreme chief 
has of course a special position in Natal 
as compared with other responsibly 
governed colonies and special protection 
as to lands was given to the Zulus on 
annexation. But these do not amount to 
depriving the Colonial Government of 
The constitution 
of Natal is in the main the same as that 
of other responsibly governed colonies 
and the sfatus of Zulus is similar to, 
although perhaps not identical with, that 
of other Natal natives. 


Shipping Claims against Russia. 

Mr. McARTHUR (Liverpool, Kirk- 
dale): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether any 
final decision has yet been given in the 
Russian courts with respect to the claims 
for compensation for losses sustained by 
the British ships “St Kilda.” ‘* Hipsang,” 
and “ Oldhamia,” respectively, during the 
Russo-Japanese war; and what is the 
present position of these cases. 


THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 


TARY to THE TREASURY (Mr. J. A. 
for Sir 


communicate to the House the reply of | Epwarp Grey): My right hon. friend 
the Government of Natal as to the} has nothing at present to add to the 
powers in Zululand and in Natal respec- | Answer he returned to a similar Question 


tively of the supreme chief, controverting 
the view taken by the Under-Secretary 
for Native Affairs on behalf of the 
Colonial Secretary of Natal ; and whether 
the reply on the broader issue as to 
continuous breaches of faith with the 
Zulus in regard to their land, referred to 
on the 12th May, has yet been received. 


CoLONEL SEELY: The answers have 
now been received and the first will be 
found in the Blue-book which is now 
being distributed. It is not proposed to 


publish the other at present. 





put by the hon. Member for Darlington 
on the llth ult., to the effect that 
these particular cases are still before the 
Prize Court and that the Embassy 1s 
doing all in its power to expedite the 
hearing. 


Mr. McARTHUR: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether any reply has been received 
from the Russian Government to the 
representations made by His Majesty 
Government with regsrd to the cases 
of the “ Knight Commander,” “ Calchas,” 
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and “ Malacea,” respectively ; and what 
is the present position of the cases. 


Mr. J. A. PEASE: As regards the 
“Knight Commander,” my right hon. 
friend must refer to the Answer he gave 
on the 2nd ult. to the hon. Member 
for North Hackney, in which he stated 
that the Russian Government had refused 
to submit the case to arbitration. His 
Majesty's Government have expressed 
their regret at this decision, and have 
set forth in an official despatch the 
grounds on which they are unable to 
share the views of the Imperial Govern 
ment in declining to assent to their 
proposal. As my right hon. friend stated 
in his Answer to the hon. Member for 
Darlington on the 11th ult., the attention 
of the Russian Government has again been 
called to the case of the “ Calchas.” 
Russian Government have agreed to pay 
a lump sum in satisfaction of the claims 
arising out of the detention of the Penin- 
silar and Oriental Company’s steamers 
“Malacca” and “ Formosa,” and these 
cases are in course of settlement. 


The Case of Mr, Luxenburg. 
CapTaIN CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he can now state the result of 
his demand on the Russian Government 
for compensation to Mr. Luxenburg for 

wrougful arrest and imprisonment. 


Mr. J. A. PEASE: This case has 
been considered carefully in consultation 
with the Home Office and the Legal 
Advisers of the Crown. Mr. Luxenburg 
was arrested by mistake, kept in prison 
for a fortnight, and then released. 
There is nothing in international law on 
which we could found a claim to com- 
pensation as of right, nor is it the practice 
in this country to admit a claim when a 
man has been arrested by mistake and 
afterwards acquitted or released, though 
compensation has occasionally been given 
as an act of grace. In this case there is 
no doubt that Mr. Luxenburg has 
suffered severely from the conditions of 
his imprisonment, and in view of this 
fact, my right hon. friend is submitting 
the whole circumstances to the Russian 
compensation should be given. He does 
not propose to publish Papers. 
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San Thome Cocoa Industry. 

*3 rn CHARLES W. DILKE : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the British consular 
agent on the island of San Thomé is a 
Portuguese and a near relative of an 
influential planter engaged in the cocoa 
industry ; and whether His Majesty’s 
Government will consider the advisability 
of independent inquiry in the islands of 
San Thomé and Principe, with special 
regard to establishing accurate mortality 
returns, and to the alleged illicit traffic 
in labourers between the districts from 
which they are brought and the islands. 


M: J A. PEASE: The British 
consular agent at San Thome, who is a 
Spanish subject and himself the manager 
of one of the larger cocoa plantations, 
was appoiated on the recommendation of 
Consul Nightingale, who had visited the 
island and who considered that he was 
the most suitable person for the post. 
He is not a salaried official, With 
regard to the advisability of an inde- 
pendent inquiry into the servical system 
in the islands of San Thome and Prineipe, 
my right hon. friend would refer the 
right hon. Member to the Answer given 
on the 29th October, '906, to a Question 
put by the hon. Member for North 
Norfolk. My right hon. friend adds 
that the whole servical question is 
engaging the serious attention of His 
Majesty’s Government, who are in cor- 
respondence with the Portuguese 
Government in regard to it. A Por- 
tuguese official is now actually on the 
spot investigating the subject with a 
view to the better enforcement of the 
regulations, and if necessary their 
amendment. 


Ambergate Reservoir Works. 

Mr. JOHN WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether he is 
aware that the contractors for the 
Ambergate reservoir, Messrs. Wright and 
Company, have during the last two years 
deducted 6d. per week from the wages 
of all workmen employed upon their 
works; whether such deductions are 
alleged to be made for the supply of tools 


| and medical attendance, without first ob- 
J * . } 
Government, and is asking that some 


taining the sanction of the workmen to 
make the same; whether any audit of 
such accounts has been made in accordance 
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with Clause 9 of The Truck Amendment 
Act, 1887 ; whether any report has been 
received upon the 


action, if any, he proposes to take in the 
matter. 


THE UNDER - SECRETARY © oF 
STATE ror rHE HOME DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. Heapert SamveE.,. Yorx«shire, 
Cleveland): The enforcement of the 
provisions of the Truck Acts in this 
employment does not rest with the 
Home Department, but my right hon. 
friend made inquiry of the contractors, 
and I am informed by them that during 
the period they have been engaged on 
these works, about twelve months, they 


have made a deduction of ld. per 
working day for tools and medical 


attendance ; but that this deduction has 
been made by agreement with the work- 
men to whom the proposal was put at 
the outset, and who unanimously desired 
that the arrangement should be made. 
It is stated that it is the invariable 
custom in this trade for the men to pro- 
vide their own tools, and some could not 
be engaged at all if they were unable to 
obtain their tools in this way. There 
has been no audit up to the present, the 
contractors stating that they were not 
aware an audit was required, but they 
are perfectly willing that the accounts 
should be audited. 


Mr. JOHN WARD: Do the Home 
Office propose to take proceedings against 
this firm for an infringement of the Truck 
Act ? 


_ Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: The Home 
Office has no authority to do so. 


Convict Prisons—Female Directors. 

Mr. KEIR HARDIE : I beg toask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment how many women are members of 
the boards of directors of convict prisons. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: There are 
two ladies on the Board of Visitors tor 
Aylesbury Prison, the only convict prison 
where female prisoners are detained. 


Merthyr Tydfil Police. 
Mr. KEIR HARDIE : I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether his attention has been 
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district factory inspector ; and what | 
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called to difficulties which have arisen jp 
connection with the transfer of police 
from Glamorgan County Council to the 
new borough police force at Merthyr 
Tydfil; and whether he will take such 
action as may be necessary to safeguard 
the existing pension rights of such con- 
stables as may be so transferred. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL : The 
pension rights of constables depend on 
statute and are independent of any action 
the Home Secretary can take, but my 
right hon. friend does not think that any 
difficulty need arise. No constable need 
enter the new force except by his own 
wish. If a constable who has three years 
service or upwards is transferred on a 
mutual agreement between the police 
authorities, he carries his pension rights 
with him. If there is no such agreement 
the constable ought, before joining the 
borough force, to have an undertaking 
from the police authority of the borough, 
to allow his previous service of three 
years and upwarcs to count for pension. 


Confidential Documents as Waste Paper. 

Mr. CARR-GOMM (Southwark, 
Rotherhithe): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether he is now able to state the result 
of his inquiry into the case of the ship- 
ment of bales of prison registers and other 
confidential documents from Hull to 
London and from London to Bordeaux, 
which was discovered by the bursting of 
a bale on a ship lying in the Thames 
during the first week of May. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: [find that 
the bale in question was part of a con- 
signment of waste paper which was re- 
moved from Wakefield Prison by a firm 
which has a contract with the Waketield 
Post Office for the removal of their waste 
paper. I regret to find that no stipula- 
tion that the paper should he treated as 
confidential had, in this case, been made 
by the prison authorities. In future, 
all records of prisoners and other con 
fidential papers will be destroyed or 
obliterated in the prison. The Secretary 
of State is obliged to my hon. friend for 
drawing his attention to the matter. 


Asiatics in the Transvaal. 
*Mr. REES : I beg to ask the President 
of the Board of Trade whether he will 
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place in the library a copy of the circular 
from the Trade and Labour Council of 
Johannesburg to the trades councils of 
the United Kingdom, pointing out the 


feeling which exists amongst local 
workers against outside interference 


with the policy of the Transvaal Govern- 
ment in regard to Asiatics, and appealing 
to British labour unions to support that 
policy. 


Tue PRESIDENT or toe BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. CHurcuitt, Dundee): 
] have been unable as yet to obtain a 
copy of the circular to which my hon. 
friend refers. 


*Mr. REES asked if the decision of an 
important conference of trade unions in 
South Africa, objecting to the interference 
of the Home Government in labour 
questions, could not be made known in 
this country 4 


Mr. CHURCHILL said he had tried 
to get the information for his hon. friend. 
If however he was in possession of some, 
perhaps he would communicate it to him. 


Automatic Couplings. 

Mr. MADDISON (Burnley): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that the compulsory 
adoption of automatic couplings in the 
United States in 1893 has reduced 
coupling accidents by 80 per cent. in one 
year, the average reduction during the 
last six years being over 70 per cent., 
notwithstanding an increase of 70,000 
men and 523,083 vehicles ; whether the 
proportion ot coupling accidents acknow- 
ledged by the railways in the Return of 
shunting accidents for 1907 exceeds 24 
per cent., or 1 in 4, of the 3,221 shunting 
accidents recorded in that year; whether 
the Royal Commission on Accidents to 
Railway Servants in July, 1899, con- 
demned the shunting-pole system and 
wged trials of automatic couplings and 
like appliances; and whether he will 
exercise the powers vested in him under 
The Railway Employment (Prevention of 
Accidents) Act, 1900, and institute ex- 
haustive tests of the various automatic 
couplings offered, with a view to secure 
an appliance that will reduce coupling 
accidents in this country. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I fear that my 
hon. friend has misread the American 
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statistics. Coupling accidents in the 
United States, including fatal and non- 
fatal alike, appear to have been reduced 
by 80 per cent. between 1893 and 1902, 
that is to say in nine years, not in one 
year. Since 1902, however, there has 
been a considerable recrudescence. For 
whereas the lowest figure of 143 fatal 
accidents was attained in the United 
States of America in 1902, in the five 
years 1903-1907 the number of fatal 
accidents of this class in the United 
States has varied from 243 to 311. I 
am aware that the figures are not in all 
respects comparable with the total for 
this country—which only varied in the 
same period from 9 to 23—-but they 
indicate that an automatic coupling is 
not an absolute safeguard. On _ the 
general question I must refer my hon. 
friend to the Report of the Railway Em- 
ployment Safety Appliances Committee 
which has just been circulated, and in 
particular to Colonel Yorke’s memoran- 
dum attached thereto. 


Mr. MADDISON : Is it not the fact 
that that Committee instituted no test at 
all of their inquiry. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I did not follow 
the actual course of the Committee in- 
vestigation, but the Committee was very 
highly qualified for dealing with the 
subject, and it had on it representatives 
of the men. 


Mr. HUDSON (Neweastle-on-Tyne) : 
Did I understand the right hon. Gentle- 
man to say that the use of automatic 
couplings adopted in America does not 
obviate the danger of fatal accidents ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I said they were 
not an absolute safeguard. Other acci- 
dents arise as the result of automatic 
couplings. 


Weights and Measures Stamping Fees. 

Mr. WARDLE (Stockport): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that some local 
authorities charge stamping fees on every 
weight, measure, and weighing instru- 
ment submitted for inspection, even 
though such weight, measure, or weighing 
instrument is found correct and already 
stamped ; whether the regulations pro- 
vide against such charges; and, if not, 
whether he will so alter the regulations 
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so as to make fees payable only when 
weights are found unstamped or require 
adjusting. 


Mr CHURCHILL: The law provides 
that stamping fees shall be charged on 
the verification, but not on the inspection 
ot weights, measures, and weighing 
instruments. Under the Weights and 
Measures Regulations of 1907, weights, 


ve., brought to an Inspector of Weights | 
und Measures for verification should be | 
If my | 
hon. friend has in mind any cases where | 


lealt with as upon inspection. 


this course is not followed I should be 
glad if he would furnish me_ with 
particulars. 


Marine Insurance. 

Mr. MACLEAN (Bath): I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware of the growth of 
P.P.I. (policy proof of interest) marine 
insurances, whereby insurers gamble in 
vessels in which they have no real 
interest and thereby put up the rates 
against the shipowners and other legiti- 
mate insurers and otherwise damage their 
interests ; and, if so, will he take into 
consideration the advisability of devising 
means to counteract this growing evil. 


*\IR. McARTHUR asked whether it 
was not a fact that these insurances, 
while undoubtedly used for gambling 
purposes, were also extensively used for 
the insurance of interests which were 
real and substantial, but difficult of proof 
under the law of marine insurance. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: No doubt the 
matter presents many complications. My 
attention has been called to these insur- 
ances, and I will consider, in conjunction 
with the interests concerned, whether any 
action can usefully be taken with regard 
to them. 


Mr. MACLEAN asked whether the 
right hon. Gentleman would pay special 
attention to the case of the “ Albion.” The 
outside policies taken out by persons who 
had no real interest in the ship amounted 
to twice its value. Would the right 
hon. Gentleman take into consideration 
not only the financial interests involved, 
but also the serious risk of loss of life ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Certainly I will 
give that undertaking. 
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Provincial Homes Investment Company, 
Sr F. CAWLEY (Lancashire, 


Prestwich): I beg to ask the Presiden 
of the Board of Trade whether his 


| attention has been called to a case tried 
| before Judge Parry, in Manchester, in 
i which a 


woman named Pointon re. 
covered £37 10s. from a company called 
the Provincial Homes Investment 
Company ; whether he is aware that the 
learned judge described this company’s 
prospectus as containing in every page 
statements that are either direct untruths 
or alluring half-truths; whether he is 
aware that a similar judgment was given 
against this Company by Judge 
Greenwell, at Newcastle ; whether he is 
aware that there are other companies 
obtaining the savings of the thrifty poor 
by the same misrepresentations; and 


| whether he will have the affairs of these 


companies investigated by Royal Con- 


| mission or otherwise with a view to their 


winding-up and also with a view to 
legislation which will protect the working 
classes in the future. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: My attention has 
been called to the case referred to by my 


| hon. friend and to the remarks of Judge 


Parry. I have directed that a careful 
examination of the subject be made in 
order to see whether further legislation 
is necessary. I ought to add for the 
information of a number of persons who 
have addressed communications to the 
Board of Trade on this subject that the 
Board have no power, statutory or other- 
wise to require any sums paid to this or 
similar companies to be refunded. 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.): Has the 
Board of Trade any power compulsorily 
to wind-up this company ? 


[The Answer was inaudible}. 


Meat Supply—The Proposed Inquiry. 

Mr. WILLIAM O’BRIEN (Cork): I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether, having regard to the 
danger to the cattle and means of 
livelihood of more than 200,000 small 
farmers and purchase-annuitants in Ire- 
land from the free importation of the live 
cattle from Canada and the Western 
States of America, he will take care that 
Ireland shall be represented by at least 
one person practically acquainted with 
the Irish cattle trade on the proposed 
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Departmental Committee to inquire into | 
the question of the meat supply of the 
United Kingdom. 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): I beg also to ask the President of the 
Board of ‘rade, whether in consideration 
of Ireland’s interests in the cattle trade 
and in a view of the attempt that is 
being made to allow foreign store-cattle | 
into this country, thereby laying the | 
Home herds open to the risk of disease, 
he will appoint on the meat Committee 
at least two Members from Ireland who 
have a practical knowledge of the subject 
from the agricultural point of view. 


Mr. E. BARRY (Cork County, 8.): 
At the same time may I ask the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade whether, as 
Ireland is interested in the subject to be 
inquired into .by the Departmental 
Committee appointed to inquire into the 
meat trade, he will appoint at least two 
representatives from Ireland who have a 
practical knowledge of the store and fat 
cattle industry as its affects the producer 
and the nation as a whole. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have nothing to 
add to the Answer I gave on Saturday to 
the hon. and learned Member for Water- 
ford when I said that 1 am reluctant to 
add to the number of the Committee by 
the appointment of representatives of 
special interests or views. It is a Depart- 
mental Committee. Its reference is 
strictly limited to the specific financial 
and economic aspects of the question, 
and it does not extend to recommenda- 
tions affecting the conditions of the 
importation of cattle. [ am_ still in 
communication with the hon. Member on 
the subject. 


Mr. GARDNER (Berkshire, Woking- 
ham): I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Trade if the reference to the 
proposed Departmental Committee on 
meat distribution will permit inquiries 
into the prevalence of disease in colonial | 
and foreign countries, and the dangers of 
infection being conveyed to the United 
Xingdom and suggested removal of 
restrictions on importation of live cattle. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Questions affect. | 
ing the diseases of animals in the United | 
Kingdom and elsewhere, or the importa- | 
tion of live cattle from abroad, do not | 
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come within the terms of reference to the 


| proposed Departmental Committee, which 


will be solely concerned with eliciting 
the facts as regards the effect of com- 
binations on the meat supply of the 
United Kingdom. 


London Electricity Bills. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) : I beg to 
ask the Prime Minister whether he will 
consent to the Second Reading of the 
London Electricity Bills (3) being put 
off till the autumn session so that the 
London local authorities may have an 
opportunity of considering the new pro- 
posals of the Board of Trade (which have 
only to day, 25th, been published in the 
papers) and submitting their views before 
the debate on the Second Reading takes 
place ; and also whether any advantage 
will be gained by taking the Second 
Reading now. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: My right hon. 
friend has asked me to reply to this 
Question. I am advised that it would 
be fatal to the Bills if the Second Reading 
were postponed to the autumn session. 
As regards two of the three Bills, the 
proposal to make the London County 
Council the purchasing authority is not 
new, but was considered by the Com- 
mittee of the other House. Full oppor- 
tunity will be given for existing purchasing 
authorities to be heard before the Com- 
mittee and ample time will be available 
for the preparation of their case. 


Mr. MORTON pointed out that very 
large expense might be avoided if the 
local authorities were allowed an oppor- 
tunity of considering the matter by the 
Second Reading ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I do 


that possible. 


not think 


Wales and Post Office Clothing Contracts. 

Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Post- 
master-General whether his Department 
has made separate contracts with Irish 
tirms for tailoring, boots, and waterproofs 
for postmen employed in Ireland; and, 
if so, why similar arrangements cannot 
be made in respect of postmen employed 
in Wales. 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (M.. 
SYDNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
lar): As regards contracts with Irisa 
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firms I may refer my hon. friend to the | 
reply I gave to the hon. Member for | 


South Down on the 7th instant, of which 
I am sending him a copy. 
separate branch of the postal stores 
department in Wales, and it would not 
pe practicable to earmark for the Welsh 
service the work of a particular contractor, 
But I should be glad to receive tenders 
from Wales for the general supplies. 


*Mr. REES: What is the exact difti- 
culty in treating Wales in this respect in 
the same way as Ireland ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: It is not a 
separate branch of the postal department. 


Mr. REES: 
) 


separate ! 


Cannot it be made 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Newcastle-under-Lyme—Postal Pay. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Neweastle-under- 
Lyme): I beg to ask the Postmaster- 
General whether under the new classifica- 
tion of post offices, the scale of pay of 
postmen at Neweastle-under-Lyme has 
been made less than the scale of pay at 
Stoke-on-Trent, and, if so, on what this 
difference in pay has been based. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The prin- 
ciples of the classification of the outdoor 
force and the modifications introduced by 
me, are explained on page 57 of the 
Parliamentary Paper issued on the 11th 
instant. Both as regards the units of 
work and the cost of living, Neweastle- 
under-Lyme is considerably below Stoke- 
on-Trent, the units of work being 754 
at Stoke and ninety one at Newcastle- 
under-Lyme, the figures of cost of living 
being ninety-two at Stoke, and that of 
Newcastle-under Lyme only eighty-eight. 
Stoke therefore falls into Class III, and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme into Class IV. for 
postmen. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware there is no definite 
boundary between the two boroughs—and 
that some of the streets are partly in 
Stoke and partly in Newcastle? May I 
further ask on what principle the figures 
relating to the cost of living are obtained ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: With 
regard to the first part of the Question 


There is no | 





Bill—Point of Order. 
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they are two distinct postal centres, As 
to the latter part the figures are supplied 
by the Board of Trade. 


COAL MINES (EIGHT HOURS) BILL— 
POINT OF ORDER. 

*Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) 
asked the Speaker’s ruling on a matter 
arising out of certain occurrences which 
took place in the forenoon in Standing 
Committee C. That Committee met at 
noon to consider the Coal Mines (Eight 
Hours) Bill. It became apparent. that 
neither the Home Secretary nor the Under. 
Secretary to the Home Oftice had been 
nominated a member of the Committee. 
The Committee adjourned to see whether 
some arrangement could be arrived at. 
By Standing Order 48 it was provided 
that the nomination, discharge, or substi- 
tution of members of a Standine Com- 
mittee were matters solely for the Com- 
mittee of Selection. At a quarter-to-one 
o'clock the Committee reassembled, and 
the Clerk informed hon. Members that 
by the direction of the Committee of 
Selection two hon. Gentlemen had been 
discharged from the Standing Conimittee 
and the two Ministers nominated in their 
places. He now understood, however, 
that no meeting of the Committee of 
Selection, of which three members formed 
a quorum, had in fact been held for this 
purpose ; and that no valid direction cf 
the nature suggested could theretore have 
been made by them. In these circun- 
stances he wished to know whether the 
Home Secretary or the Under-Secretary 
were members of the Standing Committee, 
and, if not, whether the proceedings of 
the Committee were valid, and whether 
any votes either of them had _ recorded 
were valid. 


*\Mr. SPEAKER replied that the state- 
ment was correct, except in one particular 
—namely, when he said that the Com- 
mittee of Selection made no order. He 
held in his hand the Report of the Com- 
mittee, which stated that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and other Members had 
been discharged, and the Home Secretary 
and others put in their places. He could 
not go behind that. 


Str BRAMPTON GURDON (Norfolk, 
N.) apologised to the House for the 
mistake which had been made, and 
explained that it was largely due to the 
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illness of the Clerk of the Committee 
which prevented the orders of the Com- 
mittee receiving that careful scrutiny 
which they always had. 


SELECTION (STANDING 
COMMITTEES). 

Sik WiLt1amM BRAMPTON GURDON 
reported from the Committee of Selection ; 
That they had discharged the following 
Members from Standing Committee C. 
(in respect of the Coal Mines (Eight 
Hours) (No. 2) Bill): Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr. Kearley, Sir Edward 
Strachey, and Mr. Lynch; and had 
appointed in substitution (in respect of 
the said Bill): Mr. Secretary Gladstone, 
Mr. Herb rt Samuel, Mr. Solicitor-General 
and Mr. Leif Jones. 


Witttam) =Brampron GURDON 
further reported from the Committee ; 
That they had discharged the following 
Member from Standing Committee C. 
(in respect of the Coal Mines (Eight Hours 
(No. 2) Bill): Mr. Freeman-Thomas ; 
and had appointed in substitution (in 
respect of the said Bill): Mr. King. 


Sir 


Sir WitttamM Brampron GuRDON 
futher reported from the Committee : 
That they had added the following 
Member to Standing Committee C. (in 
respect of the Coal Mines (Eight Hours 
(No. 2) Bill): Viscount Castlereagh. 


Reports to lie upon the Table. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROVISIONAL 
ORDER (No. 3) BILL. 
Reported, with Amendments [Pro- 
visional Order Confirmed]; Report to 
lie upon the Table. Bill, as amended, 
to be considered to-morrow. 





MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to :—Macecles- 
field and District Tramways (Abandon- 


ment) Bill; London County Council 
Money) Bill, without Amendment ; 
Summarv Jurisdiction (Ireland) Bill; 


Sligo and Arigna Railway Bill; London 
United Tramways Bill; Nottingham- 
shire and Derbyshire Tramways (No. 2) 
Bill; Holderness Water Bill, with 
Amendments. 
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NEW BILL. 
FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT 


(1901) AMENDMENT (No. 2) BILL 
“To amend the Factory and .Work- 
shop Act, 1901,” presented to Mr. 
Steadman; supported bv Mr. Thorne; 
to be read a second time upon Friday, 
and to be printed. | Bill 343.] 


NEW WRIT. 
New Writ for the Borough of Shore- 
ditch (Haggerston Division), in the 
room of Sir William Randal Cremer, 


( Mr. Joseph Pease. ) 


deceased.— 


SUPPLY [l8tH ALLOTTED DAY.] 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmort (Oldham) in the Chair.] 


Army Estimates, 1908-9. 

1. Motion made, and Question proposed , 
“That a sum, not exceeding £840,000, 
be granted to His Majesty, to defray 
the Expense of the Pay, Bounty, etc., 
of the Special Reserves and Militia (to 
a number not exceeding 132,737, includ- 
ing 2,000 Militia Reserve), which will 
come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3ist day of March, 
i909.” 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. Hatpane, Haddington): I 
think it will be well if I rise now to make 
a statement about the present position 
of the Special Reserve. There is a good 
deal of misapprehension current about 
it, and, I think, as regards the figures 
and facts, it is desirable that these should 
be placed as clearly and as briefly as I 
can before the Committee. The Com- 
mittee will remember how the Special 
Reserve came into existence and broadly 
what its character is. It consists of 
two parts, each of which is touched by 
this Vote—a Reserve of men and a 
Reserve of officers. The Reserve of 
men is itself divided into two sub- 
divisions, the ‘‘A” Reserve, which 
contains the Infantry and the Artillery, 
and the *‘ B ” Reserve, which is intended 
to provide for auxiliary services, posta] 
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corps, extra Army Service Corps men, 
extra engineer men, and so on, who can 
be raised upon what might be called a 
Militia basis. These we designed to get 
in connection with the Territorial Force ; 


that is to say, to get the class of civilians | 
Force | 


that trains for the Territorial 
specially to train for the corresponding 
unit in the Territorial Force, and, of 


course,as supernumerary to the Territorial | 


Establishment, to take engagement to 
go abroad on mobilisation. We think 
that will probably turn out to be effective 


in getting these extra men, but as their | 


number is comparatively small in pro- 
portion to the rest of the Special Reserve, 
and as it is obvious we cannot get them 


until the Territorial Force through 
which they are to train is preperly 
in existence, I dc not propose to 


dwell upon that matter to-day. But the 
other and larger part of the Special 
Reserve is in a very different position. I 
would for the moment leave the officers 
out of account and deal only with the men, 
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production of one result and others for 
the other result. Should they be em. 
bodied, they will take, of course, the 
| surplus Reservists of the Regular bat- 
talions of the regiments to which they 
belong, and as recruits come in in time of 
war it may well be possible that they 
| will expand, and when they move from 


| the depot, as the bulk of them would in 


and of the men the most important part | 


in size are the Infantry, but not less 
important, at all event in function, are 
the men in the Artillery. Dealing with 
the Infantry first, it will be in the recollec- 
tion of the Committee that by a suggestion 
that came from the right hon. Gentleman 
the Leader of the Opposition, and which 
was accepted by the Government, the 
establishment of the Special Reserve 
came to be what it is to-day, 101 units— 
101 battalions—and in accordance with 
the suggestions of the right hon. Gentle- 
man these units were made of nearly the 
same character and all of the same 
organisation, so as te fit them for per- 
forming two functions. They could, 
and must, be used to supply lrafts for the 
wastage of war, and they are also organ- 
ised so that at all events some of thenr—I 
think a considerable number of then.— 


such a case, to the barracks which have 
been rendered vacant by the Regular 
battalions going to the theatre of war. 
they will there be able to expand into 
additional battalions, which can be sent 
/in due time either as drafts or to the 
front under their own officers. But the 
| great function in producing lrafis which 
the Special Reserve fulfils is to give 
| scientific provision for the wastage of 


war. That is what the machinery is 
designel to do. With the pending 
withdrawals there would be _ seventy- 


four battalions of Infantry at home 
and seventy-four abroad, and fourteen 
Cavalry regiments at home and fourteen 
abroad. I will not dwell on the Cavalry, 
but each of these seventy-four battalions 
will have behind them one-third of the 
Special Reserve battalion, which takes 
the place of the old depot. Their primary 
purpose is to be there while the training 
is going on, both of Special Reservists and 
of men for the Line, to be trained, indeed, 


| as the men who will form an establishment 


for providing the wastage of war. Hon. 
Members know what is the difficulty 
which formerly existed in connection with 
the Militia. The Militia at the time 
of the War had what used to be called the 
Militia Reserve—that is to say, 130,000 
men were retained in the Militia for going 


‘abroad with the Regular troops, and 


can either proceed as units when they are | 


wanted for lines of communication, and 
to relieve garrison troops, or for the 
purpose of themselves taking part with 


on its Infantry side in that way becomes 
civided into two functions. The 101 
units will supply drafts, and they will 
also be available to go to the theatre of 


when these were drawn on for drafts the 
result was to reduce the Militia battalion 
to a state of great weakness; so that, 
though it was useful in a time of war, its 
maintenance was disastrous to the Militia, 
and it was abolished, in the hope, how- 


a ie ; A 
'ever. that the Militia battalions would 
/revive the force and get it out of its 
their own officers, and the Special Reserve | 


war, and some of them will obviously, | 
when the time comes, be earmarked by | 

. ° . | r 7 ayy 
the force of circumstances mainly for the | up the wastage of war. The War Office 


Mr Hobhouse. 


dwindling condition. But the Militia 
was dwindling steadily in 1906 when the 
changes now brought about were first 
projected, and the purpose of the Tern- 
torial and Reserve Forces Act of 1907 was 
to provide something like a scientific 
system of producing men who would keep 
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ut it to the General Staff, who were 
asked what they recommended. They 
inted out that the Militia was not 
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maintained to go abroad, and that it | 


depended on their goodwill whether they | 


would come out and take service across 
the seas. They recommended in respect 
of the Militia Reserve retained to go 


abroad and on mobilisation that there | 
should be 101 in all the battalions put | 


tovether, or 58,580 men. All of these men 
are not fit to go, because young men of 
seventeen and upwards will be excluded, 
put they will form a reservoir out of 
which we can get 35,000 men. That 
is the actuarial calculation as to the 
Special Reserve. 
we should be prepared to supply for six 
mouths the wastage of war. 
will supply the wastage of war 
first six months, and then, of course, the 
35,000 men being at the depots train- 
ing, another body will be ready to take 


| Artillery at the rate of 75 


What is asked is that | 
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of the rank and file of the Militia Infantry 
and the Artillery together is 83,672; 
on Ist July the Militia is 44,137 and the 
Special Reserve 30,160, making a total 
of 74,297 men, so that we are not a very 
great deal behind what the Militia were 
on Ist January. It is true that we have 
given the Militia the £2 for turning over ; 
but 71 units of Militia have turned over 
up to the 18th inst., and the total per- 
centage of men who have come over is 
70 per cent. The Infantry have come 
over at the rate of 69 per cent., and the 
per cent. 
There remains to turn over to the Special 
49 units of Militia Infantrv and 


veserve 
14 units of Militia Artillery. If they 


; come over in the same way there will 


These drafts | 
for the | 


be a total coming over from the Militia of 
£1,918, to which must be added 12.000 re- 


| eruits coming into the Special Reserve. It 


the place of the first at the end of the | 


six months, and so the machine will be 
at work to supply the wastage. There 
are 124 battalions of Infantry Militia, 


some of them very low in establishment | 


low 


and very in the supply of officers. 
They are as low as 200 and 300 in strength. 
The establishment and the strength 
lifer by about 50,000 men. The Depart- 
ment amalgamated 23 battalions with 
the others and produced 101 Special 
Reserve battalions, 74 to go behind the 
Regular battalions. An undertaking has 
een given that the Militia shell train 
witil the end of this vear’s training. 
About half have now trained, and as 
they are trained they pass over into the 
Special Reserve. The result is that 
we have a substantial number of men 
t good aye who have come over from 
the Militia and are now joining the 
Special Reserve. A question has been 
raised as to recruiting, and how matters 
will stand when the new system is in 
operation. I am glad to say that so far 
the recruiting for the Regular Army is 
gong on very well. In 1906-7 the 
rectuits taken for the Infantry of the 
Regular Army were 25,328; this year 
the number is 27,666. For the first six 
months of 1907 we received through 
the Militia for the Regular Army 5,271 
men; and this vear we have taken from 
the Militia and the Special Reserve 
9,249 men. On Ist January the strength 
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is not too sanguine to say, therefore, that 
we have in the Special Reserve 54,000 men 
in sight and over 30,000 actually in. The 
officers are coming over in an admirably 
lerge percentage. The next thing to 
consider is the conditions under which 
thev are being trained. It is very 
curious to look at the table of recruiting. 
The War Office has found a very marked 
difference from the old state of things. 
In the period just before the summer 
months recruiting for the Special Reserve 
is at a much lower rate than it used to 
be for the Militia. But later on, and 
as the winter approaches, the rate is 
higher. The men will not give up 
summer employment, but as soon as 
they near the winter months they will 
be willing to come in. The Committee 
are not without experience of this. In 
the autumn of 1906 it was decided to 
train twenty Militia battalions experi- 
mentally for six months instead of 
forty-nine days, I have here the 
table which shows the wav in which it 
is working. The result is that the table 


got 


|of recruiting shows that the recruiting 


is going on almost in the same fashion 
for the Special Reserve as it does for the 
twenty experimental battalions which 
are trained on the same footing. 
recruits taken between the 16th January 
when we stopped recruiting for 


"y 
! he 


> 


the 


| Militia, and 18th July numbered 12.078. 


| The 


{ 


number of Militiamen who have 
elected to join the Special Reserve is 
20,258; the number who have elected 


oat 


21 
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to remain in the Militia is 4,085, and the 
number who have elected to take a free 
discharge is 4,478. The number of 
Special Reservists who, on completing 
three months drill, have joined the 
Regular Army is 1,161. Of those who 
have completed four or five months drill 
and are under eighteen, only fifty-nine 
have gone over to the Regular Army, 
and of those of eighteen and over who 
have completed five or six months 
training, eighty-seven have gone over 
to the Regular Army. Out of the re- 
cruits who have enlisted in the Special 
Reserve 10-82 per cent. have joined the 
Regular Army. The number of men in 
the Special Reserve over twenty vears 
of age is 20,994. 


Supply. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool!) 
asked what the figures were in regard 
to men over twenty. 


HALDANE: I have not the 
That is how matters stand 
so far as the men are concerned. I will 
not trouble the Committee with the 
details of how the various battalions 
have come over, but I have got here 
some particulars relating to the officers. 
The officers are coming over to the 
Special Reserve better than the men. 
The men have come over at the rate 
of about 70 per cent.; but the officers 
have come over, I will not say en bloc, 
but in « very large proportion of cases en 
bloc. Ihave stated on a former occasion 
that the deficiency of officers, including 
India, is 8,640, and I wish now to explain 
what steps have been taken to make 
that formidable figure good. In the 
first place we have made a Special 
Reserve of officers the standard of which 
is the Continental standard of service 
of one year with a Regular unit on the 
part of a candidate who has got the 
necessary knowledge tested by appro- 
priate tests. But we know that, in 
order to get the Reserve of officers full, 
it will be necessary to go to the Uni- 
versities and public schools. We are 
opening up a sort of second or alternative 
career to young men who are going in 
for the professions, but who are not 
too busy to give a little time to soldiering. 
If they train for two years in the reformed 


Mr. 
figures here. 


cadet corps at the public schools that | their training is 82 per cent. 
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twelve which is to constitute the standard, 
and if they give two years more in the 
University corps that will let them of 
another four months. We offer to the 
University student who is to be a doctor, 
a barrister, a solicitor, or a schoolmaster, 
on the production of what is called the 
“B” certificate, if he chooses to 20 
through four months work with a 
Regular unit, a commission as a Reserve 
Regular officer. He gets £20 and his 
outfit, and he gets £35 down as a solatium 
for the trouble he has taken in getting 
his ““B” certificate in the belief that 
that is a very useful sum for a man to 
receive when he leaves the University, 
He will be paid as a Reserve officer 
and he will have to train troops with 
his Regular unit for about fifteen days 
in the year. The whole organisation 
for the training of officers, both in the 
public schools and at the Universities, 
has been put under the General Staif, 
Already arrangements have been con- 


cluded with six Universities, and 
officers’ training corps have — been 
formed, the total number of wnder- 
eraduates who have joined — being 


2,092. From fiftv-nine public schools 
we have got 7,049 qualified cadets. Of 
course I do not suyvest that anything 
like all these will become available for 
the Reserve which we want for mobilisa- 
tion; but it is satisfactory that, in the 
case of a scheme which has been working 
for only a few weeks, so many students 
and schoolboys should have come ftor- 
ward. Cambridge has given 540, and, 
in addition, forty-five for the cavalry. 
Oxford has done still better, and has, 
up to date, given 674. Manchester has 
given 111, and it is estimated that 
Birmingham will furnish 280. The 
detailed figures relating to the public 
schools show that Harrow has given 287, 
Clifton 300, and Uppingham 212. 
The arrangements in regard to Eton are 
not yet complete. There is a great deal 
of evidence of keenness to make this 
military training a new part of a Uni 
versity career, and it seems to me that 
this is altogether to the goed. Out of 
1,113 Militia officers 921 have come in 
up to date. The proportion which has 
come over to the Special Reserve, from 
| the regiments which have completed 
That is not 


will let them off four months of the|a bad result, but a good many more 


Mr. Haldane. 
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Special Reserve officers are wanted, and 
the training machinery of the University 
and public school training course cannot 
be expected to produce them for several 
years. ‘Therefore interim means have to 
be taken to facilitate matters. The first 
appointments during the transition 
period will have to be under easier 
conditions. The plan is that a year shall 
be the standard except where cut down 
in connection with the training courses of 
the Universities and public schools. For 
the present it is proposed to allow the 
averaye candidate for Militia officership 
to join the Reserve after four months 
training in a Regular unit, provided he 
comes in before 15th December next. 
We have got 82 per cent. of the old 
Militia officers, and we are beginning the 
process of getting new officers for the 
Special Reserve. The process must be 
very slow until the new training machin- 
ery becomes available, but the condition 
of the Reserve officer will be better than 
it is under Militia conditions. There 
will be better pay, better rank, and better 
provision for giving him employment. 


It is proposed to allow them to take the | 


place in the Regular battalions when 
officers were wanted of Regular officers 
who have been seconded. 
a Special Reserve battalion will be a 
Special Reserve officer, the major will be a 
Regular major, there will be three Regular 
captains and five Militia captains ; there 
will be two Regular lieutenants and 
eleven Special Reserve lieutenants. The 
position of Special Reserve officers will 
be much better than that of the old 
Militia officer. I am in great hopes 
that something will be done to meet 
social necessities. I was in Cumberland 
the other day, and I found that there 
was a great difficulty in finding employ- 
ment for labour during a period of 
distress. I suggested to a large em- 
ployer that the men should take their 
six months training, and I was informed 
that such a system was unknown, but 
ifit were known it would meet a want 
in the labour market, and would be 
much appreciated by those who were 


responsible for finding employment for 
men. 


a different time, and I think that the | 


Special Reserve system may be also 
worked as to enable employers of labour 
to do something to mitigate the trouble 


The colonel of | 


The miners are short of work at | 
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of unemployment. In a letter written 
by a right hon. Gentleman, who, we all 
regret, is disabled by illness from taking 
to-day the distinguished part which he 
generally takes in these debates, this 
sentence is, I think, a little too strong. 
He wrote— 


898 


‘* Enough has been said to show that, even 
under the most favourable conditions, the 
Special Reserve not only may be, but must be, 
an absolute and disastrous failure as far as the 
infantry portion of it is concerned.” 





I do not know why it should be a failure 
when there is such a large proportion 
of recruits over twenty years of age. 
Why should it be a failure when the 
| Militia are coming over as they are at 
the present time ? Why should it be 
a disastrous failure with such an organi- 
sation of officers and such a number of 
men? Why should that be a disastrous 
failure which is organised under the 
advice of the most competent General 
Staff with the view of providing in 





definite fashion for a want which up to 
that time has been characteristic of 
ithe British Army? I am far from 


suggesting that full machinery for making 
good the wastage of war has yet been 
provided, but we have got a long 
way on the road. An immense amount 
of work has yet to be done, but it is a 
|sound plan to recognise that the days 
of the Militia are over; and it is not by 
accident, but by force of circumstances 
that the organisation of that force has 
become rickety and that its officers and 
men are dwindling away, and that they 
have better prospects with a Reserve which 
is constructed, designed, and organised 
for the fulfilment of a definite function 
and the officers and the men of which 
are maintained to fulfil that function. 


*Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) 
said that the right hon. the Secretary for 
War had given a very interesting his- 
torical review of what had happened 
to the Militia and to the Special Reserve 
during the last few months, but he had 
net told the Committee one word to 
‘enable them to judge whether this new 
force would make an efficient land force 
any more able to meet an enemy than 
| the force which he had destroyed. He 
| thought that this discussion was far 
| and away the most important which 
| had taken place this year in connection 


212 
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with our land forces, because it was the 
first time that the new organisation of 
the Special Reserve had appeared in 
the Estimates. The Special Reserve 
had been avowedly started for two 
purposes. First of all, it was to take 
the place of the old Militia which had 
done such good service in the past; 
and in the second place, to make up in 
some small degree for the reduction in 
the Regular Army. He would _ first 
compare the loss and gain in numbers. 
Leaving out, for the moment, the Militia 
Artillery and other corps, on Ist October, 
1907, the strength of the Militia Infantry 
was 67,740 non-commissioned officers 
and men. In order to make the compari- 
son fair between the old Militia and the 
Special Reserve they must rule out all 
men, except engineers, who were over 
thirty-six, and al! men under twenty, be- 
cause the right hon. Gentleman had de- 
clared men over thirty-six unfit for active 
service, and under regulation men under 
twenty were not allowed to be sent 
abroad in case of war, or to serve abroad 
for any other purpose. There were 
7,500 men in the old Militia infantry over 
thirty-six, and 18,300 under twenty, or 
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an actual total of 25,800 to be deducted | 


from the number of men serving in the 
old Militia Infantry. There were,therefore, 
42,000 men available in the 
Infantry on Ist October, 1907. But there 


Militia | 


must be further deducted 10 per cent. for | 
casualties or as being medically unfit, | 


say, 4,000, leaving 38,000 Militia Infantry 
fit to take the field. 
absolutely wiped out by the right hon. 
yentleman the Secretary of State for 
War. Again, since the right hon. Gentle- 
man came into office he had reduced 
the Regular Army by 12,000 foot guards 
and infantry—nine battalions and 
their Reserves. Taking these two forces 
together they had 50,000 men who had 
been wiped off the pay-list of the British 
Army. That was a very large and a 
very serious weakening of our defence 
forces. What did the right hon. Gentle- 
man propose to put in their stead ? 
If they looked at the Army Estimates 
it would be found that the right hon. 
Gentleman proposed to establish an 
Infantry Special Reserve, numbering 
59,000 non-commissioned officers and 
men. These men were to be all under 
thirty-six years of age, except the en- 
Mr, Ashley. 


That force had been | 
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gineers, who were a small body. Now. 
in order to compare this body with the 
old Militia, he thought the right hon, 
Gentleman would admit that it would 
be perfectly fair to deduct from it the 
same proportion of men under twenty 
as was in the old Militia, because the 
men would be recruited from the same 
class and be of the same age. Allowing 
10 per cent. for casualties and as being 
medically unfit, and for those under 
twenty vears of age, that would amount 
to 23,000. Deducting these from the 
proposed establishment of 59,000 men 
there would bea Special Infantry Reserve 
of 36,000 non-commissioned officers 
and men compared with 38,000 of the 
old Militia, or 2,000 to the bad, 
Therefore, he had destroved — since 
he came into office 12,000 Regular and 
38,000 Militia Infantry, and proposed 
to substitute for them 36,000 effective 
Infantry Special Reservists, making the 
net loss to the country’s defence 
14,000. That was the very minimum 
loss, because it was impossible to imagine 
that the strength and the establishment 
of the Infantry would coincide. Last 
vear the old Infantry Militia was 31,000 
non-commissioned officers and men 
below the establishment, and it was 
extremely unlikely arguing from the 
analogy of the old Militia that the 
right hon. Gentleman would get any- 
thing like the number of men for the 
Infantry Special Reserve that he wished. 
He would point out to the Committee that 
on Ist July only 25,500 had been recruited 
out of the 59,000 the Secretary of State 
wanted, and of those not than 
18,000 were over twenty years of age, 
and therefore only 18,000 were avail- 
able for the purposes for which he 
created this Reserve, which was to be 


more 


| the Reserve of the Regular Army m time 


of war. From 15th January to 16th 
May, 4,545 less recruits of all arms 
were enlisted in the Special Reserve 
than were recruited for the old Militia 
last vear. The recruiting had fallen 
by 5,000, so that the right hon. 
Gentleman was not likely to get so many 
recruits for the Special Reserve as he 
got for the old Militia, and indeed how 
could he expect to? This year too they 
had been obtained mostly by the old 
Militia permanent recruiting staff of 
2,232, who in the future were to perform 
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other duties, and the right hon. Gentle- 
man was now going ‘to rely on 
only 148 recruiting officers. Besides 
this he had deliberately dispensed with 
the services of 7,500 men of over thirty- 
six years of age who were in the Infantry 
Militia. He could not understand the 
attitude of the right hon. Gentleman 
with reference to this age limit. If he 
had insisted upon every man who had 
reached thirty-six years of age being 
medically examined to see if he was an 
exception to the general rule, and if he 
was found to be medically unfit, dis- 
charging him, he would have been with 
him. But why should the right hon. 
Gentleman say a man was not fit for 
active service after he had reached 
thirty-six? There were 10,000 men now 
serving with the Regulars, 4,000 of 
whom were in the Colonies and India, 
and 3,500 in the Reserve over thirty-six 
years of age, and yet the Second Reserve 
must not take these men who were most 
useful as non-commissioned _ officers. 
When he had 3,500 of them in the First 
Reserve it was somewhat pedantic to say 
that they must not serve in the Second. 
That was extremely hard on the Special 
Reserve, which the right hon. Gentleman 
desired to make a success, because it was 
these older men who were required to 
steady and stiffen the ranks. The right 
hon. Gentleman hard in the 
matter of age that he would not even 
allow men who were thirty-one years of 
age who had served seven years with the 
Colours and five in the Reserve to take 
on in the Special Reserve till they were 
thirtv-six. He knew of two instances 
which had already happened. His hon. 
friend the Member for Petersfield, who 
commanded a Special Reserve battalion, 
had told him of two men who for many 
Vvears were most valuable non-commis- 
sioned officers who had served their full 
twelve vears and whom he was obliged 
to tell, owing to this ridiculous regula- 
tion, that they were of no use to 
him. He had demonstrated that since 
the Government came into office they 
had reduced the Infantry by 14,000 
as the minimum and had disposed with 
the service of 7,500 men over the age of 
thirty-six, a large proportion of whom 
would be most useful men to have in the 
Special Reserve. Howcouldthe right hon. 
Gentleman justify these reductions not 


was so 
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only in the Regular but in the Special 
| Reserve ? Hesurely could not say the 
| reduction was justified on the ground that 
| the Infantry Reserve in 1899, when the 
| Boer War broke out, was sufficient. Let 
| the Committee read the War Commis- 
| sioners’ Report. Fifty-five battalions went 
| out short of strength, some of them being 
| as muchas 200 below. The Reserve of the 
Guards alone sufficed. The Regular 
' Infantry strength to-day was 5,000 less 
than when the Boer War broke out. 
Instead of the Special Reserve being 
superior it was immeasurably inferior to 
| the strength of the Militia in 1899. There 
were now 5,000 less infantry and not 
more than half what the Militia was in 
1899. The action of the right hon. 
Gentleman had made the position much 
worse, as he would find when the next 
war broke out. Could it be justified on 
the ground that we had an enormous 
| Reserve at the present time? He had 
supposed the. right hon. Gentleman 
would have justified it on those grounds 
until he heard the Under-Secretary of 
| State for War make a speech in another 
place on 16th July. Lord Lucas 
asked why he had closed down enlistment 
into Section D of the Army Reserve, and 
replied that the Reserve at the present 
time was unduly inflated. They thought 
the Reserve was too large, and therefore 
they would not allow men to join the 
Reserve. If that was the Government’s 
view it was no use arguing withthem. It 
was perfectly true that our Reserve had 
increased by 40,000 men since the Govern- 
ment came into office, but the Reserve 
which was now so large would in a vear or 
two begin to diminish, and in the course 
of six vears dwindle down to an insigni- 
ficant factor. But all the credit which 
was due for the creation of the present 
Reserve must rest not with the Govern- 
ment, but with Lord Middleton and 
the right hon. Member for Croydon, 
who by their extension of the terms 
of enlistment, three vears with the 
Colours and nine with the Reserves, 
founded the Reserve which existed at 
the present time. In 1899 the Reserve 
was found to be ridiculously inadequate. 
Lord Midleton took office and stated 
the three-year Colour system in the 
Line ; this system broke down because 
of the drafts for India and concurrent 
' seven and three years Colour service had tc 
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be initiated. So much forthe Infantry. 
What had the right hon. Gentleman done 
tor the Artillery? In 1907 there were 
11,000 Garrison Artillery Militia present 
at training, non-commissioned officersand 


men. There were now to be only 1,450 
Special Reserve garrison gunners. The 
R-gular garrison gunners had _ been 


reduced by 5,000; 11,000 Artillery had 
heen abolished by the right hon, Gentle- 
man, and in their place were 1,450, and 
the Committee was asked to consider a 
Reserve of 1,450 sufficient. 


Mr. HALDANE said that was not 


quite correct. 


*Mr. ASHLEY asked whether the 
right hon. Gentleman said there were 
more than 1.450 Garrison Artillery 
Reserve. 


Mr. HALDANE said there were 15,000 
Field Artillery, 5,000 less than there were 
originally. 


*Mr. ASHLEY : 


the Estimates ? 


Do they appear on 


Mr. HALDANE: Yes. 

*Mr. ASHLEY said in that case he 
did not press that point. Theright hon. 
Gentleman was about to abolish 2,400 
Horse and Field Artillery, and said he 
Wished to train Special Reservists 
to take their places. Had he desired 
to train the Reservists to 
ment these men he would have 
been entirely with the right hon. Gentle- 
man, but he thought it would be most 
pernicious to use them in substitution. 
Take the case of training and organisa- 
tion. The Militia Infantry battalion 
Was an entity in the past. It had 
regimental traditions and feelings; it 
was proud of having served in the 
Crimea and in South Africa; indeed, 
Members of that House, who had been 
associated with the Militia were aware 
that officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and men were as proud to serve in their 
Militia battalion as were the officers 
and men of any line battalion. They 
had their organisation, band, mess and 
everything that a line battalion possessed. 
All that, however, had been swept away, 
in order to have these special battalions, 


Mr. Ashley. 
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which were just the old line depots 
brought back in their worst form. The 
right hon. Gentleman had cut down th: 
staff to a most absurd degree, and his 
hon. friend reminded him that the depot 
staff was abolished altogether. Where 
these 220 extra Regular officers were to 
come from he really did not know, 
because he could not imagine that 
any Regular officer who really cared for 
his profession would join a_ Special 
Reserve battalion, if he was able to 
get a job anywhere else. Indeed, he 
thought, apart from the military side 
of the question, that the money induee- 
ments which were going to be offered 
were not such as to induce him to go 
there. Take the men of the Special 
Reserve battalions. They were going to 
have them at seventeen, 11 many caves 
vounger. The recruit would be trained 
in a squad in a corner of the barrack 
square, apart from the regular recruits 
for the Line. He did not say that he 
would be bullied, but he would be treated 
in an inferior way until he volunteered 
for the Line. He would have coaling 


| duty and all the dirty work of the bar- 


racks to perform, and at the end of six 
months time he would drift away with 
just enough money in his pocket to keep 
him from doing any regular work, but not 
enough to maintain him in a proper 
state. He would come up next year 
for a fortnight’s training and six days 
musketry, and that would go on for 


' three vears, and at the end of that period, 
| when the boy had become a man in age, 


he was turned into a first-class Reservist. 
If the right hon. Gentleman, instead of 
reducing the Army, had said he was 
going to have these men to supplement 
his proper Reserves, he would not have 
had a word to say, or he might have 
said that it might be an improvement 
on the past; but what the right hon. 
Gentleman had done was to reduce the 
regular Army by 24,000 men (12,000 
Infantry), and, in substitution for the 
Reservists, he was putting forward 
these half-trained boys to take ther 
place. In February last the right hon. 
Gentleman himself had said that the 
Militia was composed of youths of seven- 
teen years of age who could not be sent 
to the front until they were twenty, 
and had added that it was a deplorable 
state of things. So it was a deplorable 
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state of affairs, but then they had just | 


as deplorable a state of affairs in the 
Reserves of the right hon. Gentleman. 
Why had they all this upset simply to 
have a more deplorable state of affairs 
than under the old Militia? In regard 
to the question of discipline, in the old 
Militia the men were associated with 
those who had the right to command, 
and the habit of obeying came auto- 
matically. The men knew their cap- 
tain, officers, and non-commissioned offi- 
cers; they were associated with the men 
who would be with them on active service, 
and when they went abroad with their 
units they, therefore, obeyed automatic- 
ally. What was to happen in the 
Special Reserve ? They knew perfectly 
well that the officer who had trained the 
Special Reserve recruit would not be 
the officer who would lead him in time of 
war; the non-commissioned officer who 
had trained him for Army work would 
not be the officer who would command 
him on the field of battle; the comrades 
who had stood right and left of him in 
the barrack square when he learned the 
goose step, would not be with him when 
he fought the enemy; and, what was 
more, the very corps in which he en- 
listed would in all probability not be the 
corps in which he would fight in battle, 
and the man who joined the Rifle Brigade 
at Winchester might very well be sent 
abroad with the Seaforth Highlanders. 
How could the right hon. Gentleman 
expect that these boys, trained so in- 
adequately, could be efficient substitutes 
for the veteran Reservists who had 
served seven vears in the ranks, and who 
were now abolished? This plan must 
undoubtedly be a failure, and he, per- 
sonally, could conceive only one way— 
it was an expensive way, for it would 
mean building barracks—out of the 
impasse into which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had got by having abolished the 
Militia. He must revert to three lines 
instead of two. He must have a 
Regular Army, he must have a Special 
Reserve as a short service Army, and 
then he must have a Territorial Army 
in reserve. Instead of having Special 
Reservists trained for six months and for 
three weeks every successive year, let 
hin make a minimum training of one 
year. He would then always have a 
military body which was an entity, and 
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not a fortuitous collection of individuals 
in a Special Reserve. It would always 
go on exactly as a Line regiment, and it 
would enable the Government in time of 
stress to not only get a considerable 
number of efficient men to fill up the ranks 
when depleted by war and disease, but 
would also enable these Special Reserve 
battalions to go abroad in time of war. 
Under present conditions it was perfectly 
impossible that they could fulfil these func- 
tions. The number of menin each battalion 
must be nearly doubled, and the period 
of training must be raised from six 
months to a year. If the right hon. 
Gentleman did that, he thought he 
would revive the old Militia in its best 
form, and would get a military body 
which would be a strength and not a 


danger to the Empire. 


Mr. COURTENAY WARNER (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) said the speech of 
the hon. Gentleman was a sample of 
the way in which hon. Members thought 
it their duty to find fault with everything 
in a system because there was something 
in it of which they disapproved. No 
doubt the Secretary for War was in a 
very difficult position, and his advisers, 
being Regular officers, had given him 
advice which did not apply to Reserve 
battalions. The hon. Gentleman oppo- 
site had said that the Militia had traditions 
which had been swept away and nothing 
put in their place; but the Reserve 
battalions were exactly the same as the 


Militia battalions. The hon. Member 
shook his head. But he himself, like the 
hon. Member, commanded a _ Reserve 


battalion, and he found it quite possible 
—he had taken care to do it—to maintain 
the old traditions, and to have the band, 
colours, and so forth. He quite agreed 
that it was difficult to continue old 
traditions when a great change was made. 
He was old enough to remember when a 
ereater and more comprehensive change 
than the present one was made in the 
Militia battalions, and when they ceased 
the Militia of the county and 
became infantry attached to other bat- 
talions. That was a long time, and it 
caused a great shock to a good many 
people. Still, that had not stopped the 
Militia, nor would the present change 
stop it. The hon. Gentleman the Mem- 
ber for Blackpool had gone on to ‘say 
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that there were 5,000 less recruits for 
the Special Reserve. But as the Secre- 
tary for War had explained, recruiting 
did not commence in the early months 
of the year, but in the autumn or winter. 
This had been carefully explained by the 
Secretary of State. Men did not join in 
the early part of the year, because six 
months brought them to the summer. 
and that would interfere with their 
summer work. They joined in August 
or September. If they took 1906, they 
found that the recruits had joined the 
regiments, where there was six months 
training, in the late autumn and early 
winter, and not in the spring and summer. 
That accounted for a great many more 
than 5,000. Besides which, it should be 
remembered that there was always a sort 
of stage-fright in connection with any- 
thing new, and for some weeks men would 
hardly join on any terms. Of course, 
there was a slight check at the start, 
but he had no doubt that as 
regarded the Special Reserves there 
would be no difficulty as far as men were 
concerned. The hon. Member for Black- 
pool had referred to the question of 
separate training. If there was to be a 
training separate from that of the Regu- 
lar troops it would be a very serious 
thing for the Reserves. There were three 
things which stood in the way of their 
being trained with the Regular recruits. 
In the first plece they were being trained 
with a rifle that was obsolete, while in 
many cases the Regulars hed the new rifle, 
and they could not be drilled together. 
That was to be got over very soon he 
understood, and he hoped they would 
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have some information as to when the new | 


rifle would be issued. Secondly, there 
was the question of clothing, which made 
a distinction between them, and it was 
a very serious distinction, He hoped 
gradually the Secretary of State would 
manage to get over that and do away 
with any material difference in the cloth- 
ing of the troops of both classes. There 
was a most elaborate scheme issued, he 
thought, by the Director-General of 
Recruiting and Gymnasia, who had the 
instruction of these men because they 
were supposed to be recruits. They were 
recruits for the first three months, but 
not after that time, and it was the 
Director of Troops who ought to have 
the training of these men, and they 


Mr. Courtenay Warner. 
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ought not to be treated entirely as re- 
cruits. However, their recruit ‘training 
had been laid down for the six months 
in such a way that it could not coincide 
with that of the troops required to join 
their Regular battalions in three months, 
The man that joined the Regular Army 
got three months drill at the depét and 
was then sent on to his Regular battalion. 
He had to learn a certain amount in three 
months. But a syllabus had been made 
out by the War Office authorities for men 
who were going to be trained for six 
months as Reservists who they thought 
could not learn enough in the first three 
months to be put alongside the Regular 
recruit. In fact, there were two different 
systems of training ordered by the War 
Office. He hoped that tlat would be 
stopped before long, and that the first 
three months of a soldier's training, 
whether Reservist or not, would be the 
same, and that the three months after- 
wards would be dealt with in other ways. 
The right hon. Gentleman had made 
great eiforts to get the officers he wanted 
by school and University corps. They 
might be very good things, but they had 
not produced a great number of officers 
in the past, and he did not believe they 
would in the future. It was no use to 
say there were 2,000 men in the corps 
of the Universities and 5,000 in the corps 
of the public schools, There was no 


guarantee that they would ever be 
officers. It was true that officers of 
Militia had been offered £20 a year, 


and those cadets were to be given £25 
when they left the cedet corps and became 
Reserve officers, but that would not make 
a very great difference or encourage many 
men to go into the Reserve Army. The 
difficulty had been that they could not 
get enough subalterns in the Militia, but 
they had all the same difficulties in the 
Special Reserve, except that they had 
training for six weeks instead of four, and 
there were very few youngsters who would 
appreciate that. One thing they were 
asked to do was quite impossible—to 
give a longer period to it at just the 
moment when they were entering into the 
world. In the old days it used to be 
two months training for Militia officers 
and now it was to be three. That would 
be rather a difficulty. and he would press 
on the Secretary for War that the difficulty 


‘in getting officers would be very much 
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increased by requiring them to be better 
trained. It was true that if they could 
afford to insist on a higher stand ard they 
might have longer training with Regular 
units, but the unfortunate part of it 
was that they had never been able to 
get enough officers without this higher 
standard. and it was a question whether 
they would have enough officers of the 
old standard—he was quite sure they 
would not get enough of the new. The 
Secretary of State ought to make it easier 
for men to go into the reserve of officers 
instead of more difficult by raising the 
standard. He did not see that it was 
necessary in the least to put them in 
important positions or to promote them. 
He might leave them as second-lieu- 
tenants until they were efficient, but he 
should make it as easy as possible for 
them to be made second-lieutenants. It 
was suggested that these officers would be 
better trained because they would be 
attached to a Regular unit, but that was 
not a good way of getting all the informa- 
tion they required for making them into 
officers. It was a very bad training for an 
officer, and the sooner it was altered and 
he was sent for a shorter period to a school 
or training depot the better the officer 
would be and the easier it would be to 
get officers. He hoped these little details 
might be altered, and he was sure tat 
with such alterations the Special Reserve 
would be quite as efficient as the old 
Militia. It woulda be available to be sent 
abroad, which the old Milita was not, 
without volunteering, and there would not 
be much difficulty in raising the numbers 
of the battalions to any standard 
that was required. The age of thirty-six 
might be too low, but even at that it was 
quite possible to get what would be a very 
strong stiffening of the Special Reserve 


battalions in the form of men who had | 


been through their Army training and the 
Reserve, and in time of war probably 
bounties might be given them to join and 
create the next battalion that was to be 
formed when the others were wanted to be 
sent abroad. He believed the scheme 
would be a success. He was sure the 
Militia had not been injured by it so far, 
and he hoped it would be strengthened by 
small improvements which might vet be 
mace. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved the 
of the Vote by £100. 


reduction 
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Motion made and Question put, “ That a 
sum not exceeding £839,900 be granted 
for the said service.” —Mr. Ashley. 


Mr. GUY BARING (Winchester) said 
he would like to give his approbation 
to part of this scheme—the idea of 
raising the Auxiliary services on a Special 
Reserve basis. He thought that a very 
good idea and likely to work well. He 
also thought the reserve of officers would 
be strengthened. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had said he was adopting the Conti- 
nental standard for the reserve of officers 
and giving them one year’s training. 
But that year was very soon whittled 
down when he said service with a cadet 


corps would entitle him to take 
off four months of the year, and 


service in a University corps to take 
off four more; the result was that 
in the end he would only have four 
months with a regular battalion instead 
of the vear which Continental officers 
had, which was hardly on all fours with 
his statement. There was another point 
in which he thought the right hon. 
Gentleman would do an _ injustice 
to the Regular officer. That was that 
these Reserve officers were to step into 
a Regular battalion to take the place 
of officers seconded. Many times in 
his life he and his brother officers had 
sat down to caleulate how soon they 
would command a battalion, and they 
had more or less a line to go on, but 
with Special Reserve officers coming in 
and out when they pleased, it would 
be very hard indeed on the Regular 
officer who wanted to get some idea of 
how his promotion was going. He 
would very much like to have some 
explanation on that point. With regard 
to the quality of the men to be turned 
out in the Special Reserves, with an 
establishment of 62,000 men they were 
only going to have 35,000 if war broke 
out. That was rather a falling off. 
They had also to face the fact that 
undoubtedly out of that 35,000 a very 
considerable number would be scooped 
up by the battalions mobilising. The 


right hon. Gentleman had to increase 
his establishment if he was to avoid that, 
and as to that he had to consult his 
colleagues and his Party, and then to 
get the men; so there was a great deal 
before him if he wanted to have even 
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35,000 men out of the Special Reserve. 
These men were going to be the Reserve 
of the Expeditionary Force of 160,000 
men. The Expeditionary Force no doubt 
would be well trained and equipped, but 
they would require drafts which would be 
made up from the Special Reserves. 
How did their training compare with 


that of the drafts which Continental 
armies would get? The right hon. 
Gentleman was one of the members 


of the Cabinet who received messages 
from the German Emperor, and he had a 
message not long ago congratulating him 
on the formation of the Territorial Army. 
He did not think the right hon. Gentle- 
man had received any congratulations 
upon the formation of the Special Re- 
serve. It was ridiculous to compare 
the Special Reserve with the German 
Reserve, who had been trained for 
certain one vear and probably for two 
vears. How could those men take the 
places of Regular soldiers after only six 
months training? The fact that they 
had a voluntary enlistment forced them 
to give up 11,000 or 12,000) recruits 
every year for the Regular Army. He 
did not think the right hon. Gentleman’s 
force would ever be trained fit to take 
the field. The statement which the 
Secretary for War had made about men 


enlisting in the winter was not in his 
favour, because that was the worst 
time for training soldiers. He would 


like to know if the training was to. be 
given at Aldershot, Salisbury Plain, or 
at the depot. There was a great military 
difficulty here, and he regretted that the 
right hon. Gentleman instead of showing 
them a way out of it had left them no 
better off. He did not think anything 
would be done till they had a reverse 
in the Field or some regrettable incident 
happened, and then they would probably 
have a War Commission. Some general 
would be crucified and the blame would 
not be put in the right place, which was 
the House of Commons. 


*CAPTAIN 
clover) 


FABER (Hampshire, An- 
the debate had reminded 
him of an old adage that they might do 
anything with bayonets except sit on 
them. The right hon. Gentleman seemed 
to be between the devil and the deep sea, 
because the Army was bleeding to death 
his Special Reserve, and the Territorial 


said 


Mr. Guy Baring. 
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Force was bleeding the Special Reserve, 
The Special Reserve must always be 
weakened by this process, and they were 
in a position which was by no means 
satisfactory. If they were going to be 
short by many thousands in the Special 
Reserve, and 50,000 short in the Terri. 
torial Army, he was sure the House 
and the country would prefer that the 
right hon. Gentleman should get up 
and declare that he meant to get the 
men somehow. He had always believed 
in the scheme brought forward by the 
Secretary for War, provided he could 
get the men. He was inclined to think 
that the way out of the difficulty would 
be to, insist upon those counties which 
had not contributed their proper quota 
by 50 per cent. providing the remainder, 
He did not see why those counties should 
not be called upon to do so. His hon, 
friend behind him had stated that 
would be a bad plan to train soldiers iy 
the winter, but he was inclined to believe 
that training them in both summer and 
winter was a good plan, and if that fact 
was better known they would be ablet 
vet more men. As regarded the age limit 
about which the hon. Member for Black 
pool had spoken, he agreed that it was 
desirable to get a doctor's opinion 
regard to the men of thirty-six vears of 
getting rid of them. It 
seemed not to enlist me 
over thirty-three vears of 
they would reach thirty-six years of ag 
before their service was up. The Seere 
tarv for War might think over that point. 
because it was one which might help 
him. With regard to the 
both officers and men, it was changed 
so often that it trail 
upon the resources of the men, It had 
been said that another member of the 
Cabinet had been interfering in War 
Office affairs, and that was rather hard 
upon the civilian the Wat 
Office, and he hoped no more would be 
heard of this complaint. In conclusion, 
he desired to call attention to the ab- 
sence of so many hon. Members on the 
Ministerial side of the House. 


age before 


very strange 


age because 
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became a great 


servants at 


*Mr. W. NICHOLSON (Hampshire, 
Petersfield) said that as one who had served 
some years in the Militia and who had had 
a slight experience in the Special Reserve 
perhaps he might be allowed to make 3) 
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few remarks. He would like to call the 
attention of the Committee to the con- 
ditions under which recruits joined the 
Special Reserve now serving at the depots. 
Arecruit joined in order to undergo six 
months drill. If he was eighteen years 
of age and completed three months drill 
he could then go on to the Regular Army 
and receive a bounty of 30s. If he was 
seventeen years of age or under he could 
do six months drill and at the conclusion 
he would receive a 30s. bounty and go into 
the Army. If in the Army they laid 
down a rule that they would take no 
recruits under eighteen years of age, why 
did they give a recruit in the Special 
Reserve 30s. to join the Army when he 
was under eighteen, and might be only 
seventeenor under? The special recruits 
did six months drill at the depot, and 
they did it side by side with the men 
who went into the line. His point was 
that the pay of the recruit for the line 
was the same as that of the recruit for 
the Special Reserve, who received in 
aldition a bounty of 30s. 


Mr. HALDANE said he got it whether 


he went into the Regular Army or not. 


*Mr. W. NICHOLSON said that for 
the Special Reservist who went into the 
Army at the end of six months there was 
a bountv of 30s. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had told them that the number of re- 
cruits who had done three months drill 
and joined the Regular Army numbered 
161. That was the reason a bounty of 
30s. Was given at the completion of three 
months drill. The right hon. Gentleman 
told them how manv recruits 
jomed the Regular Army at the age of 
seventeen who had completed six months 
drill. He asked the right hon. Gentle- 
man whether was at all the 
depots sufficient accommodation for the 
carrving out of musketry drill by these 
recruits. Those who at the end of five 
months were dismissed home in conse- 


had hot 


} 
there 


quence of there being no accommodation 
for the musketry drill did not receive the 
bounty, while others who had only 
done three months drill and had 
joned the line had their bounty paid. 
This considered unfair, and he 
hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
look into the matter. With regard to the 


was 


question of allowing the men who had 
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served in the Army to enlist in the Special 
Reserve, he hoped the right hon. Gentle- 
man would alter the age from thirty to 
thirty-five or more. He was sure that 
many men were kept out in con- 


|sequence of the arrangements already 


in existence. With regard to the ques- 
officers, he hoped he might 
be allowed to call the attention of 
Committee to the extraordinary 
regulations under which they had to 
serve. The officer of the Special Reserve 
was on a different footing from every 
other officer in the Army. He had to 
undertake to serve for a year and dur- 
ing that year he could not retire, 
and he could only give notice of his 
intention to retire at the end of the year. 
He was bound to the Army for a yeer, 
he could be sent away from his unit, 
he could be sent to any other unit, or 
he could be sent to any other pert of 
His Maiestv’s forces. ‘iis pressed very 
hardly on the younger officers. He in 
stanced the case of a boy who wished 
to join the Special Reserve when he 
came down from Cambridge or Oxford. 
If he joined the Special Reserve he was 
bound to it for a year, and perhaps it 
might be that, in consequence, he was 
unable to take up other employment 
that might be offered to him. The 
senior officers especially found it very 
hard that they had to retain the responsi- 
bility of belonging to the Spe i il Reserve 
for a under any circumstances, 
and there was agreat feeling among those 
Aficers that they should be allowed to 
One way out of 


year 


retire if they wished. 
the difficulty whi h had been sucar sted 
was that if an officer wished to 
he should be allowed to do so by paying 
back the £20 had 
He was sure it would be difficult to get 
officers unless they got a chance of re- 
tiring. Another pomt to which he 
desired to call attention was that an 
officer of the Special Reserve was bound 
to go abroad with any unit. and not 
necessarily the battalion to which he 
belonged. An officer of the Territorial 
Army was not bound to go at all, and 
consequently that officer was able to 
make his own terms with the War Office. 
Again, an officer of the Territorial Army 
might choose to go with his own battalion 
or not at all. He was, therefore, in an 
entirely different position from the officer 


ret ire 


which he received. 
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of the Special Reserve. 
the training of the officers of the Special 
Reserve, the hon. Member said that at 


Supply. 


the present time they were going to be | 


allowed to take on special duty if their 
services were required. He wished to 
ask the right hon. Gentleman why it 
was that the officer of the Special Reserve 
had not been allowed to take the place 
of a Regular officer at the depot when 
no Regular officer was available. Speak- 
ing on 21st February last at the Militia 
Club dinner the right hon. Gentleman 
said— 


““We shall require for purposes of the new 
third battalions a considerable number of 
additional Regular officers—more than 200. 
These are officers who must be 
year round at their work. Now we are quite 
prepared to consider with you whether it is 
possible for Militia officers of the old organisa- 
tion to help us to the accomplishment of that 
end, It may be that we may find ourselves 
in a position to offer to you commissions 
which will enable those of you who desire and 
are qualified to come in and take your place 
as part of the 220, if that is the exact number 
ot Regular officers whom we require for this 
new task. At any rate, this is a matter into 
which we are prepared to go with you, and we 
shall rely on the advice of your representatives 


in securing to us the particular standard of men | 


who are able to do the work of the Regular 
officers and to be present the whole year round.”’ 


He had asked the right hon. Gentleman 
how many commissions, if any, had been 
offered to Militia officers who desired 
to come in as part of the 220 additional 
Regular officers required in the new 
third battalions, and on 20th July he 
received the following replv— 

**No suchcommissions have been offered to 
Militia officers in place of the proportion of 
Regular officers allocated to the new third 
battalions, nor was this at any time contem- 
plated. As the outcome of a conference with 
the representatives of Militia Commanding 
Officers the Army Council have arranged to 
employ Special Reserve officers both with 
Regular units and at the depots, in the latter 
case where the number of recruits at the depots 
exceeds a certain number. Special Reserve 
officers will be employed with Regular units 
when, as often happens, there is a temporary 
shortage of Regular officers, or when Regular 
officers are seconded. I may add that to 
enable Special Reserve units to obtain junior 
officers pending the machinery of the new 
training corps becoming fully operative, the 
Army Councils have decided, as an interim 
arrangement, to allow candidates for com- 
missions in the Special Reserve to qualify by 
serving with a Regular unit for four months 
provided that they apply for commissions before 
the 18th of next December, instead of the full 
probationary period of twelve months.” 


Mr. IW. Nicholson. 
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He wished to ask the right hon. Gentle. 
;man how he could reconcile these two 
| statements. It was a matter of dis. 
appointment to the officers of the Militia 
many of whom thought they would he 
elegible and qualified to come in and 
take part as Regular officers in the 
depot. He hoped the matter would be 
reconsidered by the right hon. Gentleman, 
He was sure that there was not a suff 
cient number of Regular officers ayail- 
able to go to the third battalions. As to 
special service as a whole he pointed 
out that not only had the members 
of the different battalions been cut 
down, but many of the battalions, instead 
of being amalgamated as the right hon. 
Gentleman had promised last vear, had 
been disbanded. That might seem rather 
a minor matter, but it was not so regarded 
by the officers of the battalions which 
had been disbanded. He was very 
sorry that the War Office had seen fit 
to do away with the services of some 
of those officers who had had experience 
of war and who were well qualified to 
be officers in the Special Reserve. He 
pointed out that the War Office had 


cut down the establishment of the 
existing Special Reserve. In the 
case of the battalion with which he 
was himself connected there used to 
be ten companies and now there 
were only eight, and the establish 
ment had been reduced from 1,000 
to 500. He thought the right hon. 


Gentleman had not allowed the Special 
Reserve sufficient staff to undertake the 


duties which would fall to them in 
future. In connection with the reduction 
of the staff many non-commissioned 


officers had received notice to go in the 
next few weeks. He thought the ques- 
tion of reducing the staff should be 
reconsidered, and that instead of cutting 
it down sufficient staff should be allowed 
to meet emergencies. 


Mr. HALDANE was understood to 
say, in respect of the Winchester case, 
that there had been a misapprehension 
in the treatment complained of, but that 
the point would be dealt with. As 
the officers of the Special Reserve, a col- 
ference of Militia officers had been 
assembled, and he understood that the 
Committee had decided that another 
suggested plan was preferable. The 
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War Office, however, was anxious to do 
all it could to meet the case of the 
Militia officers, and he would consider 
the matter further. He believed that 
the suggested arrangements of the Com- 
mittee were satisfactory to the Members 
resent, even if they had not worked out 
s0 in practice. | 
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Lorp J. JOICEY-CECIL (Lincolnshire, | 
Stamford) said the right hon. Gentleman | 
prided himself that his Special Reserve | 
battalion would be able to go abroad 
as a solid battalion in time of war, and 
that he would be in a better position than 
he was with the old Militia battalions | 
in the last war. He thought the right 
hon. Gentleman would be no better off. 
He had done away with the Militia 
battalions which used to supply drafts 
for the line battalions. Under the old 
system they had a certain number of 
battalions which they could send abroad 
anywhere because they always volun- 
tered when wanted. Consequently the | 
War Office knew what number of men it 
had. Now they had done away with those 
battalions, and he did not see that the | 
forces of the Crown had been strengthened. 
The Secretary for War was always say- 
ing that the great drawback to the old 
Militia Reserve was that at the commence- 
ment of a war the Militia found them- 
selves deprived of their best men, who 
were taken to fill up the line battalions ; 
and that he had done away with this 
trouble for ever. As a matter of fact 
the trouble was done away with after 


the war, by abolishing the Militia 
Reserve, and so keeping the Militia 


battalions intact, except for volunteering 
forthe Regular Army. So, if a Militia 
battalion of 400 men were sent to 
garrison, say, Aden, or some other place, 
the authorities would know that there 
were 400 men there till otherwise 
ordered ; and that none of them had | 
been enlisted to serve with any but 
their own battalion. The Secretary for | 
War had reverted to the old plan of | 
Special Reserves, as, if a Special Reserve | 
battalion was sent out for garrison duty 
and a reverse happened, say in Aden 
or India, and men must be had, a 
telegram could bring a warship and 
embark practically the garrison, leaving 
the place undefended. He contended | 
therefore that there was danger in doing 
away with the Militia as had been 
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done. He believed that the men they 
would get from the Reserve battalions to 
supply the deficiences in the Line would 
in most cases require a great deal of 
knocking into shape before they were fit 
to take their regular place in the line 
battalions. The position which Regular 
officers would have to take during the 
training of the Special Reserve battalions 
must cause friction, and esprit de corps 
would be absolutely extinguished by 
enlisting men for general service in the 
Special Reserve, and also by mixing up 
Regular and other officers. He did not 
agree with the hon. Member for Lich- 
field that the traditions of the Militia 
battalions would go down to the Special 
Reserve battalions. The feeling in the 
majority of counties was just the reverse, 


| and the plan of drafting reservists from 


one regiment to another would have the 
effect of preventing men from joining 
the Special Reserve battalions. 


*Caprain MORRISON-BELL (Devon- 
Ashburton) thought that we 
as a nation im a_ verv serious 
position as regarded our Army. We had 
done what he considered the strangest 
thing that any nation could possibly 
have done, by abolishing not only a large 
number of men, but a very important 
part of the personnel of the Army before 
we had anything to take their place. 
He could not imagine any other nation 
doing anythingso short-sighted. When he 
heard the hon. Member for Lichtield 
saying that he hoped the training of 
the Special Reserve officers would be made 
more easy than at present in order 
to fit them for the duty which they 
might be called upon to perform in time 
of war, it led him to think we were enter- 
ing into a very dangerous position. 


were 


| He did not think that the present training 


of those officers was a bit too arduous. 
He himself had had experience in the 
Militia, of which he was an officer before 
he joined the Regular service. He knew 
they thought a great deal of themselves 
and believed they were nearly as good 
as the Regulars, but when he got 
into the Regular Army he found that he 
had a great deal to learn. Seeing that, 
so far as he could understand, the Re- 
servists would have to take the place of 
Regular soldiers in time of war, he 
deprecated strongly the idea of reducing 
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the training which was given to them at 
present. It would be disastrous to make 
that training less onerous for those who 
would have, in the event of a campaign, 
to take their place in the Line. He had 
also been greatly disappointed with the 
remark of the Secretary of State for War 
that some of the Special Reserve officers, 
when occasion arose, would have to take 
the place of combatant officers. The 
right hon. Gentleman knew well enough 
that there was a very deep feeling right 
through the service that at the present 
moment officers were thinking them- 
selves extremely badly treated because 
of this foolhardy reduction in the number 
of battalions. Owing to that reduction 
a great number of officers were sent into 
the Line battalions, promotion was 
stopped to a considerable extent, and 
much injustice was done to those unfortu- 
nate regimental officers who were the back- 
bone of the service. Those regimental 
officers were threatened that if they 
were seconded for particular duty, 
Special Reserve officers were to be 
brought into their places, and that 
would make it absolutely impossible 
for the regimental officers to secure their 
promotion. He knew of a_ particular 
instance where a senior subaltern had 
only a few months to run to complete 
nine yeais service when another officer 
was brought in and stopped his promo- 
tion, with the result that he had to wait 
nearly three years before he got his 
troop. All that had caused a great deal 
of feeling in the service. It was no use 
asking officers to serve in the Line 
regiments when statements were made 
such as those of the right hon. Gentle- 


Supply. 


man. They felt that the moment 
might come when, after all, they 


were not going to get the promotion 
which they deserved and had worked for. 


He hoped that the Committee would be , 


given some sort of explanation of the 
remarks which had been made by the 
right hon. Gentleman, for he felt very 


strongly and he knew that the regimental | 


officers felt just as strongly that they had 
not been well treated, and there was great 
soreness amongst them because officers 
were brought in from other regiments 
very much against their wishes and so 
prevented them getting their step. 
Another point was that they heard over 
Captain Morrison-Bell. 
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and over again that there was a great 
dearth of officers, that they did not know 
at the present moment where to look 
for officers to fill up vacancies both in the 
Reserve and in the Regulars. It was no 
good talking about the Eton and Harrow 
Volunteers being able to furnish a suff- 
cient supply. It was well-known that 
the percentage of officers coming from 
such cadet corps was not very great, and 
lf was no use pretending to the country 
that because we had cadet corps in the 
public schools we should havea sufficient 
supply of officers. The question of the 
sufficiency of officers was a most serious 
one, more especially when they did not 
know where to look for them, and he felt 
it was no solution «f the problem to say 
that we had these cadet corps in the 
public schools. They had had cadet 
corps before ; they were net new institu- 
tions, and therefore, from past experience 
they could not be looked to to provide 
a sufficient supply of officers. He only 
hoped that the right hon. Gentleman 
would give some explanation on the 
peints that he had raised. He was 
certainly not one to run down 
any scheme, and he sincerely hoped 
that this 


new scheme of Special 
Reserves would be a_ success. ke 
felt very nervous about the matter, 


He did not think much would be done by 
this winter training. The training was 
becoming more practical every year, 
and he did not believe in the men being 
put into depots by way of training for 
the work which they would have to do 
in time of war. Then there was the 
question of shooting. If these Reserv- 
ists were to be asked to take their place 
in time of war among the Regulars, 
they should have facilities given them 
for perfecting themselves in their duties. 
They should not be allowed to have old 
rifles, but those which they would 
have to use in time of war. If, as he 
understood, they were to be armed 
with the new rifles, then he would 
urge that there should not be too long 
a delay in supplying them, and also 
rifle ranges at which to 

He hoped the — scheme 
| would be a success, but he did not at 
| present see that they could look forward 
| to it with much hope of its being so. 
|He sincerely trusted that the men 


| proper 
| practise. 
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vould be given to them to attain pro- 
gciency, and that the training would 
not be reduced or in any way made 
asier for either officers or men. 


Me. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) 
aid he did not rise to take the part in 
the debate which his right hon. friend 
the Member for Croydon was so well 
iualified to take, because his knowledge 
{ the circumstances was not compar- 


ble with that of his right hon. 
friend who, unhappily, had had _ to 
aye under medical orders, and 


ld not be present. He rose to ask 
two questions. He was in full 
went with his hon. friends in deploring 
the reduction which the Government 
had thought fit to make, both in the 
Regular Army and in the number of 
Militia battalions. He thought it a 
very unhappy step, the consequences of 
which they were not even yet in a position 
fully to measure. His first question 
related to the drain which would be put 
nm the Special Force if, un- 
happily, hostilities broke out. The theory, 
is he understood it, was that the fune- 
tion of supplying the waste of war 
would only begin after the battalions 
had been adequately mobilised. If his 
memory served him rightly, the old 
Reserve was inadequate to meet the 
ecessities Of mobilisation at the time 


agree- 


teserve 


{ the South African war. Was he 
ight in supposing that the normal 


Reserve in future would not only be not 
seater than in 189%, but would actually 
he | because the number with the 


i@ss, 
(olours was less now than it was then ? 


Mr. HALDANE: The Reserve pro- 
dueed will be in the normal 117,000. 
That is sufficient to mobilise the battalions 
for home defence. 
Me. iA, J. BALFOUR said the 
iuswer of the right hon. Gentleman 
is regarded the figures was satis- 
latory, but he was a little puzzled to know 
low that result was arrived at, for this 
rason. He believed the establishment was 
lower than it was in 1899. The terms of 
service were the same as in 1899. The 
Reserve in 1899 was inadequate, and he 
‘ould have anticipated under those 
Circumstances that the right 
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Gentleman would not have been in 
the favourable position in which he 
seemed to think himself. If the right 
hon. Gentleman could give the House 
some assurance on that point it would be 
a great satisfaction to many hon. Mem- 
bers. We were in a very favourable 
position as to Reservists because the late 
system gave a great many men for that 
purpose, and it was unfortunate, from 
that point of view, that it had to be 
abandoned. But it was necessary because 
it could not supply the drafts for India. 
He wished to know whether the right 
hon. Gentleman had not, in trying to 
arrive at a system satisfactory from many 
points of view, found that it was not 
satisfactory from the point of view of 
sending battalions into the field at their 
full strength. The right hon. Gentleman 
would find that the number of units in the 
Reserve was not normals the Special 
feserve would have to be drawn upon 
at once and the Special Reserve wou'd 
be at reduced to far below its 
proper strength. It would be seen that 
his first question referred to the mobili- 
sation of the battalions for the field. His 
second question referred to the Special 
Reserve itself and especially to those 
battalions in the Special Reserve who 
were regarded as in the fullest sense the 
successors of the Militia, and who would 
probably be called on in an emergency to 
take the place of Regular garrisons in 
the Mediterranean and elsewhere over 
sea. Did the right hon. Gentleman 
think that under his system they would 
have the same esprit de corps as the old 
battalions of Militia working under 
officers who had trained them? It had 
been made a matter of criticism of his 
scheme that the drafts from the Special 
Reserve might be sent to any battalion 
to make up the wastage of war. That, 
he took it, was inevitable, but the conse- 
quence by which a man might be called 
on to serve in a regiment with which he 
had no connection or local association 
was to be deplored. But his question 
did not relate to that part of the problem. 
It related to the use of those Special 
Reserve battalions by themselves, not as 
supplying drafts. Would they go on 
foreign service, for which they were now 
liable, with the same officers, carrying 
| with them the same traditions, and in all 


once 


hon.| respects as favourably constituted as 








‘923 Supply. 


existing Militia battalions were when 
called upon to volunteer in times of 
emergency ? 


Mr. HALDANE replied that it was 


the intention to preserve the esprit de 


corps of the battalions, and to give them 
as far as possible their own officers. They 
never knew what might happen when 
thev went to the theatre of war; but 
their desire was to go on as at present. 
As to the drain on the Reserve, the right 
hon. Gentleman weuld remember that 


there was a great deal of discussion last | 
He | 
himself did not feel competent to check | 
the actuarial! calculations, and he was not | 


year over the actuarial calculations. 


sure that anybody in the House could. 
But he had them made again, and the 
numbers arrived at were obtained, he 
thought, from taking 89,000 of the 
ordinary Reserve and 25,000 of Section B. 
That gave, and he thought that was 


the way in which the result was arrived | 


at, about the figure he had mentioned. 


Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow) said 
that in the Territorial Army the officers | 


were excused from being obliged to serve as 


High Sheriffs, whereas the officers of the | 


Special Reserves were not so excused. 
Why was that? He would 
reply to that question. He might be 
allowed to congratulate the right hon. 
Gentleman, at all events, on his attempt 


to get officers from the Universities and 
He thought that that was 


public schools. 
the right way to go about the matter. 
But he was afraid that he could not 


congratulate him on getting the men he | 
required, and if he got officers they would 
It seemed to | 
him that the recruits would be found to 


be of no use without men. 


be youths of under twenty years of age, 
who would be of little or 
actual warfare. 


outside of Great Britain. 
another thing which had struck him in 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 
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connection with the recruiting of jm. 
mature boys; it was that the new rifle 
kicked a good deal more than the old one. 
in spite of its bell mouth. He was afraid 
that this new rifle kicked so much that 
the poor lad of seventeen would not 
be able to let it off more than twenty 
or thirty times, instead of perhaps 100 
times, as would be required in actual 





like a} 


no use in 
Many of them were 
certainly weedy and undeveloped, and 
they enlisted because they had been 
starved to a great extent, their parents 
being so badly off that they could not 
afford to bring them up on heavily-taxed 
tea and bakers’ bread, with most of the 
nourishment taken out of it, and which 
might or might not be cheap. Certainly, 
this was one of the “ advantages” of 
allowing our markets to be free to nations 
There was 


warfare. It seemed to him that it was 
| these underfed, immature lads who were 
|to help to hold back the thoroughly 
| trained, picked, fully-developed and well- 
fed men from Germany, or other coun- 
tries, and they had to be able to do that 
with six months training, and until the 
Territorial Army could be got into form, 
It would appear that the Secretary for 
War had declined to allow old Volunteers 
and old men of the Militia and Army to 
be so organised that they could be used 
in case of emergency. He understood 
that the right hon. Gentleman had put 
his foot down and said that he would 
not have it. He pointed out that 
these old soldiers and Volunteers of forty 
or fifty years of age had received a 
thorough training, and were of a great 
deal more use than these poor bovs of 
seventeen years of age. Probably they 
could get them at considerably less ex- 
pense. He would like to give an 
example of the sort of horses whieh 
were hired for the Artillery forces. He 
happened to have a friend who lived not 
| very far from where he resided ; he had 
| known him for a good many years; he 
| was a butcher. Three horses were hired 
| at £3 3s. a week. He happened to know 
them—they were all “screws”; and 
the butcher was told that they were on 
no account to go out for a walk. One 
horse was a small boy’s pony ; the second 
would not pass a bicycle except under 
very severe compulsion ; and the third 
threw itself down when it was not pleased. 
None of them was strong enough for 
the guns. A fourth horse, with navicular 
lameness, was stronger than anv of the 
other three, being up to 12st. 2lbs. He 
was sure that the right hon. Gentleman 
would see that in this case he had got 
economy and efficiency combined. He 
could not see how the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s scheme was going to work, and 
he thought Lord Tweedmouth was right 
when he said that this new scheme was 
a gamble. He thought the Secretary 
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for War was gambling with the safety 
ofthe country ; yet the right hon. Gentle- 
man, from the speech he made in Bristol 


in May last, cevtainly had realised our 


dangerous position. This was what the 
War Minister had said— 


“That we must take care that we did not 
beat our swords into plouzhshares before the 
other nations did the same; that there was no 
cuse greater than war except being unprepared 
for it when it came, because defeat would mean 
the destruction of our trade, commerce, credit 
and security; that war came very suddenly, 
and nations still did wage war; that a blow at 
the heart of the Empire, at a great city like 
London, was a prospect so tempting to an enemy 
that they might be sure that on the least 
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time of national emergency, might rise 
to 700,000 or 800,000. 
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Mr. HUNT said the right hon. Gentle- 
man might have been wrongly reported, 
but he had certainly seen that statement. 
The military correspondent of The 
Times said we should require 700,000-- 
500,000 mobile Army and fairly trained ; 
150,000 for garrison duty in Great 
Britain, and 50,000 to protect Ireland. 


*THe CHAIRMAN: This is not rele- 
vant to the subject of Special Reserves. 
hon. 








encouragement an enemy would take advantage | 


of it; that it would be the easiest way of bring- 
ing a war to a conclusion, and would mean ruin 
to our country and starvati@m to our people.’ 


That was what the right hon. Gentleman 
had said, and he would remind him that 
he had previously warned them that it 
was quite possible that we might become 
too poor to keep up the two-Power 
standard. He supposed that that meant we 
should have to depend upon our Army 


to defend us against invasion. The 
right hon. Gentleman had also said 
that our Navy might be evaded, and 


that we could not keep it tied to our | 
And it was on immature boys, | 


shores. 
with this short period of training, most 
of which was apparently to be carried 


out in the winter months, when 
it was impossible to do field work, 
the right hon. Gentleman told them 


they were to depend in case of serious 


national emergency. He would point 


out that the great German port of 
Cuxhaven was twenty-five and a_ half 
hours from Hull, and ten and a half 


hours from Berlin by troop train, and 
many German Army corps could easily 


be trained to that port. There was 
nothing near Hull except untrained 
Territorial units, which were not vet 
in complete existence, being without 
horses, and their artillery entirely 
weless. Colonel Repington, the military 


of The Times, on 6th 
June wrote that we should require 
700,000 ; but the Secretary for War 
had first of all told them that he was 
wing to get 700,000 to 900,000 for the 
Territorial Army and the Reserve. 


correspondent 


Mr. HALDANE was understood to 
say that he stated that the number, in 
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The Gentleman is talking about 
other matters outside. 


Mr. HUNT thought 
come to the end of his remarks. He 
hoped he would hear an answer 
from the right hon. Gentleman about 
the officers for the Territorial Army and 
the Special Reserves in connection with 
the obligation to serve as High Sheriff 
and to serve on juries, and that the right 
hon. Gentleman would also tell them 
something which would make them feel 
a little more comfortable about the safety 
of the country. 


he had 


about 


*THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Actanp, York- 
shire, Richmond) said he might perhaps 
be allowed to sav a few words Or the 
general matters which had been raised 
in the debate. He thought that quite 
the most important question was as to 
whether or not the Special Reserve 
could be relied upon to perform the 
function for which it had been called 
into existence—namely, for finding the 
drafts. If they found that the Special 
Reserve was required to fill up the bat- 
talions, and only some portion of it 
remained for drafting purposes— 
the purpose for which it had been called 
into being—then to a consider- 
able extent it would have failed. 
They relied not on the Special Reserve 
but on the ordinary Reserve to raise 
units to the full strength at the beginning 
of hostilities. They had been asked 
two or three times in the course of the 
debates: “ As it was the fact that some 
units were not able to mobilise at full 
strength at the beginning of the South 
African War, how will you be certain 
that that will not occur again, and that 
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you will not have to call upon these | 


Special Reserves in order to mobilise 
your units in the first place?” 
answer was largely that the condition 


of things at the beginning of the South | 


African War was by no means a normal 
condition. In the first place, they had 
just before that time been creating new 
units, and had been re-enlisting men 
from the Reserve into these units. The 
Reserve had been specially depleted to 
form new units, and was therefore 


considerably below the strength it would | 


otherwise have been at. 


How much below ? 


Mr. ASHLEY : 


Not very many. 


*Mr. ACLAND said that there had 
been considerable  re-enlistment from 
the Reserve into the Line. Another 


reason for the special difficulty was 
that they had not power at that 
time to call out men from Section D 
until the whole of Section B had been 
exhausted. Now, they could take men 
from Section D when they wanted them, 
and therefore those special disadvan- 
tages which existed at the beginning of 
the war no longer existed. They were, 
of course, in a specially advantageous 
position now owing to the Reserve 
containing many men who had served 
for three vears, but it was as certain as 
anything could be that when the normal 
had been reached, provided care had 
been taken that units did not sink below 
the safe and proper establishment, 
the ordinary would be amply 
sufficient to complete the units to the 
full strength. 


Reserve 


Mr. ASHLEY: I[ wish the hon. 
Gentleman would explain how, in view 
of the fact that at present the Infantry 
are 5,000 below the strength they were 
in 1899, 5,000 fewer men could produce 
a greater Reserve than was produced 
in 1899. 


*Mr. ACLAND said he was only speak- 
ing about such units as existed. It was 


away with in the last few years—not by 
one Secretary for War alone. He could 


not pretend that the same total force | 


would be mobilisable as at the time 


Mr. Acland, 
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| Special Reserve units would be sufficient 


| winter 
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several years ago. Then there was the 
important question whether the training 
which was going to be given to these 


to fit them for this purpose of providing 
drafts for the Regular Army. Time 
would show. All they could say for 
certain at present was that the training 
these men were having would be at 
any rate a great deal better than the 


, training which the Militia used to have, 


Very good opinions were given as to the 
results of the training of the Spectator 
Company, which was trained during the 
the worst time of year. The 
training of the Special Reservists would 
be for six months, and it would give 
very much better material than anything 
they had had before. More they could 
not say. With regard to the officers, 
there, again, surely they would be in a 
better position. The normal position of 
the Special Reserve officers under the 
new conditions would be that they would 
have been through a special two-year 
course at a school, a special two-year 
course at a University, and four months 
attachment to a regular unit. That, 
again, was a great improvement on any- 
thing which was asked for before, and 
especially in this way—that to spread the 
training over a series of years and to 
have graduated courses which were not 
all taken in a few months together was, 
he believed, a much better way of training 
men who already possessed a certain 
amount of education than trying to 
concentrate their training altogether, 
because they were interested in their 
work, keen about it, and thinking about 
it, and picked up in one year very quickly 
at the place they left off the vear before. 
Then there was a question about the 
bounty on transfer to the Regular Army. 
Here the right hon. Gentleman ‘who 
wrote a letter in The Limes that morning 
had fallen into an error. It was nota 
fact that there was a special £2 bounty 





/ontransfer from the Special Reserve into 
| the Regular Army. 


The £2 bounty was 


for transfer from the Militia into the 


|Special Reserve, and the bounty given 

> | 
no doubt true that units had been done | 
the Regular Army was 30s., and that 


on transfer from the Special Reserve into 


given, not as a bounty on transfer into 
the Regular Army, but as a bounty on 


|completion of the six months service. 
before any reforms had taken place | 


They regarded the men as having eamed 
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that bounty whether they joined the 
Regulars or not, and they did not offer 
the special bounty to try to induce 
men to go over into the Regulars 
extra to that which was given in any 
case. 
*Mr. W. NICHOLSON: The 
under. On the other hand, the War 
Office lavs down that eighteen is the 
eatliest age for any boy to join the 
Regular Army. 


*Mr. ACLAND said that that was not so. 


These bounties were not given to boys of | 


seventeen. They would take great care 
to see that no boys of that sort joined the 

ogulars. But they were no doubt taking 
Reg 


30s. | 
bounty is given to boys of seventeen or | 
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bovs of seventeen and a half, joining the | 


Special Reserve at seventeen, doing their 
six months and getting their 30s. They 
were no doubt taking these boys younger,at 
the end of their six months training, than 
they would hke to take them if they 
came straight as recruits for the Regulars. 


! 


Thev had the disadvantage in that case | 


that they were vounger, but they had the 
very great advantage that they came 
after their six months training and 
therefore in a much better physical and 


military condition than they would be if | 


they sent them away for six months and 
then took them at the age of eighteen. 
They gained in efficiency and lost perhaps 
in the age at which they were taken into 
the Regular Army. 


*Vr. W. NICHOLSON said that aceord- 
ing to the Regulations a recruit at the 
conclusion of six months might join the 
Regular Army even if he had not attained 


the ave of eighteen years, provided he | 


fulfilled the necessary physical require- 
ments, and he was to receive his bounty. 


Ifthe boy was under eighteen the country 


had to pay for him for the extra six 
months and keep him during that time, 
and did not gain a man who could go on 
foreign service. 


go on foreign service. 


The country had to keep | 
him so many months longer until he could | 


*Mr. ACLAND stated that the quota: | 


tion just read from the Regulations 


showed that the statement previously 
made by the hon. Member that these 
boys were taken by the Regulars under 
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seventeen was quite erroneous. Refer. 
ring to a further point raised, it was, of 
course, true that they had taken powers 
to post these Special Reservists to any 
unit in the Army of the arm to which 


they belonged. That was inevitable. 
| They could not give anything like 
an absolute guarantee that men would 
only be sent to join the Regular 


unit to which the Special Reserve unit 
belonged. It might quite well be that in 
those particular units of the Regular 
Army there had been no wastage at all. 
If that it would surely be 
unreasonable to ask them to lock up the 
Special Reservists belonging to those 
units and not to post them to other units 
in which there might have been very 
heavy wastage. He was sure it was 
intended not to break the Territorial 
connection, but they could not give any 
guarantee on the point. It had been 
said that officers were going to be posted 
to Regular battalions instead of officers 
seconded, but that was only intended to 
be done very much temporary 
measure. It was not intended thereby 
to reduce the rate of promotion, but there 
might be periods when an officer was 
seconded for a comparatively short time 
and where it would not be fair to make a 
promotion, because he would be soon 
coming back and the particular rank that 
he belonged to would be over-full. It 
was very carefully considered by the 
Adjutant-General, and he could not 
imagine anybody more careful as to rights 
of officers of the Regular Army. With 
regard to jury service, surely it was true 
that the Territorial officers and men got 
less pay and probably quite as much if 
not more reaponsibility than those of{the 
Special Reserve. The responsibility of 
the Territorial also lasted the whole of the 
year, whereas that of the Special Reservist 
was only for a comparatively short 
period. It was only fair, therefore, to 
give the privilege, such as it was, of being 
excused from service on juries all the 
year round to men of the Territorial 
Force. 


were’ 80, 


as a 


Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans) said it was a thankless task 
to have to criticise the Special Reserves, 
and it always went against the grain to 
criticise the provision made for the 
defence of the Empire. He thought the 
2K 2 
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-speeches delivered that night had taken 
the right and just course. When the 
Minister for War last rose from his seat 
it was to offer to the Leader of the Op- 
position an assurance that in connection 
with the Special Reserves the esprit de 
corps should be carefully watched and 
preserved. It was very difficult indeed 
for those sitting on the Opposition side of 
the House to realise that that was the 
attitude of the Minister for War. The 
men who enlisted in this force were not 
told that they might be drafted in any 
time of emergency to any other unit and 
that they might be called upon to fight 
in a unit to which they were not accus- 
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tomed. This applied not only to non- 
commissioned officers and men _ but 
also to the officers. Any officer of 


the Special Reserve when war broke out | 


or a national emergency arose might be 
drafted off to another unit to fight among 
perfect strangers. Of course the officers 
would feel those strange surroundings 
less than the men, but in the case of the 
men it would be more serious, because 
they were greatly influenced by the fact 
that they had with them comrades to 
whose habits and friendship they had been 
accustomed, and to be thrown amongst 
complete strangers seemed to him to be a 
curious way of safeguarding the esprit 
de corps of those troops. Why did the 
right hon. Gentleman go out of his way to 
destroy sentiment in connection with this 
force? He did not believe there was 
any assembly which was more controlled 
by sentiment than the House of Com- 
mons. He had seen the House almost in 
tears over sentiment. and he had often seen 
it reduced to laughter. The House of 
Commons did not ignore the fact that 
sentiment was one of the greatest powers 
in the world, and yet the right hon. 
Gentleman when handling this part of the 
defensive forces went out of his way and 
destroyed one of the finest sentiments by 
changing the name of the Militia, around 
which military men had clustered ever 
since the days of Waterloo, ever since the 
days when they garrisoned the Mediter- 
ranean, and ever since they volunteered 
for South Africa, where they did a noble 
work on behalf of their Queen, King, and 
country. Why could he not allow them 
to remain under the name of the Militia 
of which they were proud ? He had now 


Mr, Cartile, 


{COMMONS} 
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given them an emasculated kind ot title 
known as Special Reserve. He did not 
think the right hon. Gentleman ignored 
the power of sentiment always,although he 
had done so in connection with this foree, 
What chance was there of this being made 
an efficient force? The lads joined at 
seventeen years of age, and as soon as they 
were any good the best of them would be 
drafted off into the Army. Yo this 
force on which they would learn to rely as 
years went by, in which the right hon. 
Gentleman had succeeded by regula 
tions in destroying esprit de corps and 





sentiment, would be constantly emaseu- 
| lated by the removal of all those who 
constituted its best members and 
'there would be only the residuum left, 
| They were to have six months training 
in their first year. That surely was little 
enough for such a future as the right hon. 
Gentleman proposed to place them in, 
The next year’s training dropped from six 
months to three weeks. Those lads did 
not come from theclasses which provided 
| the Territorial Army. They did not 
come out of the great operative and textile 
centres throughout the country, but they 
came more or less from a poor class and 
many of them had suffered from unen- 
ployment. They joined this force, got 
their six months training, and the next 
year they got three weeks training— 
which was far too little—and in the 
}meantime, while they were not being 
|trained for the other forty-nine weeks 
'of the year, they were seeking employ- 
|ment and were bound to deteriorate. 
|For forty-nine weeks in the 
|year they had to seek a precarious 
livelihood, and they would deteriorate 
|not only in physique, but  intellectu- 
| ally and morally as well. This could 
not possibly be avoided under the 
system. Why should they be told that 
they could rely upon this Special Reserve 
which was marked off as something 
peculiarly choice ? This was the force 
they were to rely upon in case of war. 
It was true that boys learned quickly, 
and at seventeen a boy would learn 
in half the time that a man at twenty- 
seven would take, but it should not 
be overlooked that they were equally 
quick at forgetting what they had 
learned. Instead of taking care of these 
men, nurturing them, protecting them s0 








second 








932 


title 
not 
ored 
hhe 
Tce, 
ade 
1 at 
hey 
1 be 
this 
y as 
hon. 
rula- 
and 
scu- 
who 
and 
left. 
hing 
ittle 
hon. 
In 
1 SIX 
did 
ided 
not 
xtile 
they 
and 
1em- 
got 
hext 
ng— 
the 
elng 
eeks 
jloy- 
rate. 
cond 
ious 
rate 
ectu- 
‘ould 
the 
that 
serve 
hing 
force 
war. 
ckly, 
earn 
nty- 
not 
ally 
had 
hese 
m so 





933 Supply. 


as not to allow them to deteriorate, 
they were allowed to suffer through un- 
employment. It should not be forgotten 
that the Militia sent out 24,000 men to 
the South African War, but he would 
like to know how many this Special 
Reserve could send out. Out of the 
58,500 who would be necessary to 
form the establishment of the Infantry, 
only 18,000 at the very utmost would 
be available to go abroad in time of war. 
During the South African War the 
Militia sent out 24,000 men, and they 
did grand work. When the right hon. 
Gentleman’s Special Reserve was formed, 
it would not be able to do what the 
Militia did with an organisation which 
had sentiment and esprit de corps, which 
the right hon. Gentleman had done his 
best to destrov. What could they say 
about the men trained in the depots / 
The one thing they wanted now was to 
be able to train the brains of their men, 
and the humblest private in the Special 
Reserve ought to have his brain trained. 
They wanted to institute initiative 
amongst the men. They would be sent 
out to do work in extended order, and 
they could not always be in touch with 
the captains and others. The men would 
have to think for themselves, and they 
were not being trained in the country 
where they could be taught to take cover. 
How could they train the men to take 
cover in a barrack square? It could 
not be dore. The first year the men 
might get a little training, but the 
second year’s training would be fatal to 
any powers of initiative in the men. 
They wanted them to think. These were 
serious considerations which ought to be 
kept in mind by the Secretary of State 
for War before he gave the assurance to 
the Leader of the Opposition that the 
esprit de corps was to be carefully nur- 
tured and preserved in connection with 
the Foree which he feared very much 
would never really be an efficient Force. 
His hon. friend the Member for Mid. 
Devon, who had had considerable mili- 
tary experience, said he was nervous 
about it. He did not wonder at that. 
The word of the hon. Member in the 


matter ought to carry considerable 
weight. What did the hon. Member 


think of boys of seventeen being sent to 
garrison Malta and other places like 
that’ The right hon. Gentleman had 
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told the Committee that the Special 
Reserve was going to be sent out to 
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Malta. He would like to see the right 
hon. Gentleman attempting to send 


boys of seventeen to garrison the Medi- 
terranean fortresses. There was not a 
mother in the country who would not be 
coming up and saying: “ You will not 
send my son of seventeen to those 
climates.” The Prime Minister had had 
a hot time in regard to the suffragettes, 
but that was mere child’s play compared 
with the experience which the Secretary 
of State for War would have with the 
mothers of England, who would give him 
such a time as he was never likely to 
forget. He hoped the right hon. Gentle- 
man would take to heart many of the 
things which had been said by hon. and 


right hon. Gentlemen on that side 
of the House. He hoped that, not- 
withstanding the present regulations 
which were very much against the 


esprit de corps which was always essen- 
tial in a British military Force, the 
sentiment which enabled our soldiers to 
rally round the name which they held 
dear would be shown, for without it a 
military Force nowhere could do any 
good. 


*Caprain MORRISON-BELL said there 
was one remark of the Secretary of State 
for War which, he was sure, the whole 
of the officers of the Regular Forces 
would receive with the deepest disap- 
pointment, namely, the statement that 
the officers of the Special Reserve 
were to be allowed to go into the 
places of those seconded from their 
regiments. Were these Special Reserve 
officers to fill the gap? If that was 
the intention of the right hon. Gentleman, 
he felt that he would cause the greatest 
disappointment to the officers of the 
Regular Forces. The regimental officers 
were the backbone of the Army, and 
yet they had been passed over again and 
again and others had been put into 
positions which might have been given to 
them. There might be reasons for that, 
but he did not know what they were. 
He thought it was a mistake co put in 
the Special Reserve officers, and he hoped 
it was not too late to reconsider the 
matter. If he commanded a regiment, 
and an officer came to him to ask to 
be seconded under these circumstances 
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he would see him——Tlaughter]. This 
Was a serious question, and the pro- 
posal would cause the greatest con- 
sternation among regimental officers. 
There was no justification for it, and he 
hoped there would be some further 
reference to the matter by the Secretary 
of State. 


Mer. ACLAND said the matter was 
made perfectly plain by the Secretary 
of State in the following Answer to a 
Question on 20th July— 


¥ “Special Reserve officers will be employed 
with Regular units when, as often happens, there 
is a temporary shortage of Regular officers, 
or when Regular officers are seconded. I may 
add that to enable Special Reserve units to 
obtain junior officers pending the machinery 
of the new training corps becoming fully opera- 
tive the Army Council have decided, as an 
interim arrangement, to allow candidates for 
commissions in the Special Reserve to qualify 
by serving with a Regular unit for four months, 
provided that they apply for commissions before 
the 18th of next December, instead of the ful: 
probationary period of twelve months.” 


It was not intended to block the hopes 
ot promotion of the regimental officers. 


Caprain MORRISON-BELL said that 
if these Special Reserve officers were 
going to be put in the place of officers 
who were seconded for three years a great 
injustice would be done to the regimental 
officers, who already felt that thev had 
a strong grievance. 


Mr. HALDANE made a remark which 


{COMMONS} 
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*Caprain MORRISON-BELL said he 
could not take great comfort from that 
statement. Already promotion had been 
delayed to a most dangerous degree, 
and the officers were deeply disappointed. 
The officers knew at present that they 
had a very poor chance of promotion to 
the command of a regiment. From 
start to finish promotion was slow, but 
now they were told that Special Reserve 
officers were to be put in. That would 
make promotion still slower, and there 
was not the slightest justification for 
such an injustice being done. 


Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) con- 
curred in the expression of pity which 
had fallen from hon. Members on the 
other side of the House as to the abolition 
of the Militia. He believed that the 
Militia had been abolished through the 
procedure in past vears by which the 
Volunteers had entered so 
competition with the Militia. He under- 
stood that of the 101 battalions there 
were twenty in Ireland where there was 
no competition with the Territorial 
Army. Of these twelve were kept intact 
and eight were draft-producing battalions. 
He wished to know how the right hon. 
Gentleman had succeeded in recruiting 
officers and men from the Militia in 
Ireland as compared with the recruiting 
of officers and men from the Militia in 
this country, where the Territorial Army 
was in competition. 


much into 


Question put 


The Committee divided :—-Aves, 77; 
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Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 
Channing, Sir Francis Aliston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. Winston 8. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins.Sir Wm.J.(S. Pancras, W 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 

Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Craig, Herbert J. (Tynemouth) 

Crooks, William 

Crostie'd, A. H. 

Delany, William =» 

Dewar, Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H. (St. Pancras,N 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W, 
Duckworth, James 

Duncan,.C, (Barrow-in- Furness 

Dunne,Major E.Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 

Essex, R, W. 

Esslemont, George Birnie 

Fvans, Sir Samuel 7. 

Everett, R. Lacey 
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Rutherford, W. W, (Liverpool) | 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Starkey, John R. 

Staveley-Hill. Henry (Staff’sh. 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Valentia, Viscount } 
Walker,Col.W.H. (Lancashire) 


NOES, 


Faber, G. H. ( Boston) 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fiennes, Hon. Eustace} 
Findlay, Alexander 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gill, A. H. 
Gladstone. Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G, 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Gooch, George Peadboy (Bath) 
Greenwood, G. ( Peterborough) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Rt Hn.SirW. Brampton 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 
Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Hardie,J. Keir( MerthyrTydvil) 
Harmsworth. R.L.(Caithness-sh 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haworth, Arthur A, 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson..J.M. (Aberdeen, W.) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hogan, Michael 

Hope.W. Bateman(Somerset,N. 
Horniman, Enislie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Illingworth, Perey H. 

Isaacs. Rufus Daniel 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones,William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Sir Hudson E, 
Kekewich, Sir George 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G, (Leominster 
Lambert, George 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich 
Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis. John Herbert 


Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David | 


Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Lyell, Charles Henry 





938 


Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 

Wortley, Rt. Hon. C.B. Stuart- 


Younger, George 


Supply. 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Ashley and Mr. William 
Nicholson. 


Lynch, H. B. 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J. M. (FalkirkB’ghs 
Maclean, Donald 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MW’ Hugh, Patrick A. 
M’Micking, Major. G. 
Maddison, Frederick 
Mallet, Charles F. 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G.Croydon (Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 
Massie, J. 
Micklem, 
Mond, A. 
Montagu, Hon. E. &. 
Mooney, J. J. 
Morse, L. L. 
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, loratio 
Napier, T. B. 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,Charles N.( Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nugent, Sir Walter Richard 
Nuttall, Harry 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
(Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Grady, J. 
0’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Priestley, W. E. B.{ Bradford, FE.) 
Radford, G. H. 
Rainy, A. Rolland 
Rea. Russell (Gloucester) 
tees, J. D. 
Richards. Thomas(W. Monm’th 
Richards, T.F. (Wolverhampton 
Ridsdale, E. A. 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
toch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 
Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 
Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 


Nathaniel 
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Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Sir C.E.(Manchester) | 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne | 
Seaverns, J. H. | 
Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B.) 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Simon, John Allsebrook 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie | 
Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Albert (Staffs, N. W.) 
Steadman, W. C. 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward | 
Straus, B.S. (Mile End) | 
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Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) | 
Tennant,.Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr | 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Thorne,G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Tillett, Louis John 

Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walsh, Stephen 

Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wason,Rt.Hn. EF (Clackmannan 
Waterlow, D. 8. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
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Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Rt.Hn Sir ThomasP 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrorgh) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M*Kinnon 

Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Mr, 


Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 


CIVIL SERVICE ESTIMATES, 1908-9. 
Cass Il. 

2. Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £40,830, be 
granted to His Majesty, to complete 
the sum necessary to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 31st day 
of March, 1909, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Department of His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs.” 


*Mr. A. PONSONBY (Stirling Burghs) 
said that he desired to raise a question 
in the sphere of foreign politics, which 
was of the greatest importance at the 
present time. He alluded to the state of 
affairs in Turkey, especially as it affected 
our policy in Macedonia. It was with a 
feeling of great embarrassment that he 
touched upon this subject, not only 
from the fact that he was addressing 
the House for the first time, but also 
because events in that part of the world 
had been passing with such surprising 
rapidity during the last few days that 
anyone who took a close interest in the 
foreign politics of Europe was obliged 
to feel that his views were daily and 
even hourly undergoing some change or 
modification. He had intended to raise 
the question of Macedonia not in any 
spirit of criticism or even of complaint, 
but with a view to supporting and en- 
couraging the right hon. Gentleman the 
Foreign Secretary in the attitude he 
had taken up with regard to affairs in 
the Balkan Peninsula. And he ventured 





to choose this subject because three 
years residence in Constantinople had 
enabled him to realise how complicated 
was the path of any Minister and with what 
difficulties and dangers it was strewed, 
in any negotiations he had to carry on 
with the Turkish Government. There 
were many ways of approaching this 
intricate problem. Indeed, there were 
many grounds for forming _ political 
opinions on any subject. People built 
their political opinions on moral founda- 
tions, on legal and economic foundations, 
and on humanitarian foundations ; and he 
thought that those who built their views 
on humanitarian foundations, although 


they might sometimes be laughed 
at for indulging in sentimentality, 


in the long run, whether they were 
dealing with problems which concerned 
our social life at home or with 
national and international questions, their 
views were generally found to be dis- 
interested, just, and generous. But it 
was not only the humanitarian view 
that had to be considered in regard to 
this question. The whole problem was 
fraught with danger and _ concerned 
closely the interests of all the great 
Powers of Europe. Perhaps _ he 
might be allowed to allude to matturs 
as they stood before the last two or 
three weeks had very much altered the 
state of affairs. The right hon. Gentle- 
man the Foreign Secretary, after two 
anda half years, finding that no real change 
had been made and that the situation 
was really becoming more dangerous, 
and that the population of that unfor- 
tunate country was suffering more and 
more from misgovernment, drew up 
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general approval, and which was sub- 
mitted first of all to the Russian Govern- 
ment and eventually to be transmitted to 


the other Powers and ultimately to the | 


Sultan himself. He considered that the 
scheme which the right hon. Gentleman 
suggested was one that was moderate 


and would ke effective if it were 
ever accepted. There was no doubt 
that there was every justification 
for taking strong measures, consider- 


ing that for the last two years, since 
the promulgation of the Miirsteg pro- 
gramme, there had been absolutely no 
amelioration; on the contrary, the state 
of affairs had become considerably worse, 
md the outrages of the bands had 
increased. Before attaching blame to any 
particular section, it must be remembered 
that retaliation was often more violent 
than the original act which provoked it, 
and, to use a phrase employed two or three 
rears ago by the Leader of the Opposition, 
“the balance of criminality ” did not rest 
with that particular section of the 
population which was responsible for 
the greatest number of outrages, but 
with the authority in whose hands the 
government or mis-government of 
the country lay. If the bands of 
‘ervians, Bulgarians, Greeks and Alban- 
ins had treated with equal 
wstice, or even with equal scverity, 
avery different state of affairs would 
have been the consequence. But as 
those who had studied the problem 
closely knew well, favour was shown 
to the Servian and Greek bands in 
wer that they might counteract the 
encroachments of the Bulgarian bands. 
He, therefore, insisted that the blame 
rested on the 
That was not the Turkish Army. The 


Turkish Army, if properly officered and 


been 





with efficient generals, would be, he 
night sav, almost the most formidable 
Amy in the world. The blame did not 
rst with them, nor with the Sublime 
lorte. The Sublime Porte only con- 
asted of a number of officials who regis- 
tered the decrees of the Sultan end who, 
vith all the wiles of Oriental diplomacy, 
lunaged to frustrate the demands of the 
Mowers. No, the ultimate authority 


sponsible was the Sultan himself— 
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a scheme of reforms which met with | 


responsible authority. | 
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that strange and, he might say, uncanny 
personality who, in his cowardly retire- 
ment at Yildiz, managed to control the 
affairs of his country and the destinies of 
every individual one of his subjects with 
a control so complete and so absolute 
that it might be fairly said that no 
autocrat had ever before managed to get 
the whole authority centred in his own 
person to the same extent. It was 
with the Sultan that they had to deal. 
He did not wish to elaborate the scheme 
of reform; of the right hon. Gentleman 
the Foreign Secretary. There were many 
points in it which might be considered 
the absolute irreducible minimum for the 
reform of these provinces. But to what 
extent was everything changed by the 
revolution now going on ? This revolution 
had been accomplished very rapidly. To 
what influence was it to be chiefly attri- 
buted? There was no doubt that the 
Young Turkey movement had had a 
considerable influence, but he believed 
the disaffection in the Turkish 
Army, widespread for so many years, 
had gradually come to a_ head, 
The Young Turkey Party had taken 
advantage of the opportunity and 
also of the Albanian national move- 
ment. The result was that the 
Sultan had granted a_ constitution. 
He believed that that constitution 
would be very like the one granted in 
1876; it was a ruse on the part 
of the Sultan in order to tide over 
anembarrassing moment. He had shown 
great skill in the past in dealing with all 
sections of people, with the Armenians, 
with the Macedonians, and, time after 
time, with the Powers of Europe, and no 
doubt in this instance he would know 
how to deal with his own countrymen 
and his own race. With the Army against 
him he knew that resistance was useless, 
but he would no doubt find means to get 
them on his side. If, however, this revolu- 
tion were successful, if it was a great liberal 
movement which was to result in better 
treatment being meted out to the Chris- 
tian subjects of the Sultan, then it would 
be wrong for us to interfere, and we ought 
to stand by and look on sympathetically. 
But he doubted whether it was 
a movement of that kind, and he 
thought that in a few months time it 
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would be seen that this concession, given | the oppressed and not on the side of the 
by the Sultan at a time of danger, had not | oppressor, and any attempt on our part 
diminished any of his power. The | tocondone, even by expressions of official 
Secretary of State when he spoke would | cordiality, the misdeeds and unjustifiable 
be able to tell the Committee what was | cruelties of an authority who must 
going on, but in the condition of flux in| be held responsible for the misgovern- 
which Turkey now was it was not likely} ment and persecution, would not be 
that the right hon. Gentleman would be | approved by the people of this country 
able to outline any definite policy. He|who were lovers of justice and political 
himself felt, however, that the right hon. | liberty. 
Gentleman’s schemes for the reform of 
Macedonia should not be put aside Mr. LYNCH (Yorkshire, W.R., Ripon) 
altogether, but should be kept until a | said the questions which he desired to 
favourable opportunity could be found | raise were the two most prominent 
for putting them forward. When they questions on the stage of international 
were pressed he trusted the Govern-| politics at the present time, namely 
ment would not assent to any miti-| Macedonia and Persia. What was the 
gation, weakening, or whittling down | Paramount interest of Great Britain in 
which would have the etfect of rendering | Macedonia and Persia! In Persia we had 
them as useless as many of the reform | "eat commercial interests. Our trade 
schemes which had been presented to the with that country was in the past greater 
than that of any other country in the 
world, and at the present time was only 
second to that of Russia. We had con- 
structed a telegraph line from one end of 
the country to the other, and anybody 
travelling in Persia and taking note of 
| the currency would find that the bank 
| notes issued through a British bank. 
| In Macedonia our commercial interests 
comparatively were small; but in 
Turkey, of which Macedonia was a 
| part, they were very large. But com- 


Sultan before. He was not a_ great 
believer in the Concert of Europe and 
the council of ambassadors at Constanti- 
nople. Unanimity was apparently the 
main object, and they were only com- 
pletely successful if they were absolutely 
inactive. But if it was intended ‘o 
work through the Concert, then it 
should have a conductor, and he suggested 
that this country could undertake that 
role better than any other Power, be- 
cause we had a high reputation for dis- mercial interests were not the paramount 
interestedness and for being the cham- | interests of Great Britain either in 
pions of interna ional justice. When he) \facedonia or Persia. Our paramount 
travelled in Turkey he had been received | interest in those countries was to main- 
with embarrassing cordiality, not because | tain their integrity, to foster 0 
he was attached to the Embassy, but far as that might be possible by a 
because he was an Englishman. The | friendly outside Power like ourselves, 
right hon. Gentleman would know how | of all the best elements of the popula- 
and when to press his schemes and there | tion with the object of preventing 
was no one who enjoved greater con-|the extension at the expense of 
fidence or who was supported by a more | those countries of the great military 
powerful public opinion than the right.hon. | Empires of Europe. Everything that 
tended, therefore, to strengthen these 
courtries was a British interest. The 
right hon. Baronet had put the case ex- 
: tremely well on a previous occasion when 
misgovernment in another great Empire, speaking on Macedonia. He said that the 
namely, Russia. And he would, with all greatest weakness of Turkey itself was the 
respect, urge the right hon. Gentleman to continuance of the Macedonian difficulty. 
remember that even in an Empire where So long as we held India on the one hand 
we were not bound by treaty obligations and Egypt on the other this country 
and’ where there could be no question could not afford to be indifferent to the 








Gentleman who now occupied the position 
of Secretary of State. Before concluding, 
he might be allowed to refer to the 


of our interfering with the internal condition of the populations of the coum: | 


affairs, the heartfelt sympathy of the tries that lay in between. Should that 
British people was on the side of | condition become bad and the population 
Mr. A. Ponsonby. 


' 


i 
‘ 
3 
A 








944 


the 
part 
icial 
able 
aust 
er- 
be 
ntry 
tical 





pon) 
d to 
nent 
onal 
nely 
the 
n in 
» had 
rade 
ater 
the 
only 
con- 
id of 
body 
e of 
bank 
yank, 
rests 
in 
aS a 
com- 
ount 
rin 
ount 
main- 
[ $0 
by a 
elves, 
ppula- 
nting 
> of 
itary 
that 
these 
The 
3 @X- 
when 
at the 
as the 
vulty. 
hand 
untry 
0 the 
Coun: | 
that | 











lation | 


4 








945 Supply. 


the Governments which ruled over them 
pecome indebted to a very large extent 
either to the Government or to the 
concession hunters of any particular 
country, then the result might be that 
these populations would come under a 
foreign control. They might lose their own 
native resources and strength, and the 
tendency would be for one or other of the 
geat military Empires to approach ever 
nearer to our borders in India and Egypt 
It might be asked how we were going to 
prevent the great military Powers of 
Europe extending into these countries. 
That was a difficult question to answer, 
and he certainly would not argue that it 
was possible for a country with resources 
like ours single-handed to arrest the 
aggression of great military Empires in 
these countries. What he would urge 
was that we should do nothing by our 
diplomacy to assist them in that direction. 
On two occasions in recent history we had 
so assisted. We assisted in 1902 when 
we refused a loan to Persia at a high rate 


of interest on excellent security. From 
that refusal dated the Russian pre- 
dominance in Persia, and all those 


deplorable events which had recently 
happened in that country, including our 
exclusion from the paramount position 
which we had previously occupied. 
Only last vear there was another question 
which had a great influence in the same 
direction, he alluded to the concession of 
the 3 per cent. in rease in the Turkish 


had 


Customs. He never concealed 
his admiration for the manner in 
which the right hon. Baronet, the 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
had conducted the final stage of those 
negotiations. His hands were, he had no 
doubt, in a sense tied by the action of 
his predecessor; but he did say that 
the grant of this 3 per cent. had had the 
elect of releasing other revenues for the 
purpose of the great enterprise known 
sthe Bagdad Railway; and this con- 
cession on our part had been a very 
powerful factor in bringing about a 
relation of financial bondage between 
Turkey and Germany, and the extension 
of German influence over that country. 
Vith regard to the question of Mace- 
donia, which was raised by his hon. friend 
the Member for Stirling Burghs, how did 
the matter stand at the present day ? 
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suffer from any cause whatsoever ; should 
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After nearly five years of so-called reforms 
—the Miirzsteg programme was intro- 
duced in 1903—the condition of Mace- 
donia was now actually worse than it was 
before the Powers ever put their hands to 
the plough. If he merely took the period 
—and he only did so because it was a 
convenient measure of time for hon. 
Members— during which the present 
Parliament had sat, a period of about 
two and a half years, no less than 5,000 
people out of a population of 2,000,000 


Supply. 


had met with violent deaths in 
Macedonia. The figure was even 
possibly higher. Now the blame for 


this state of things had been thrown 
upon the bands: and the right hon. 
Gentleman the Leader of the Opposition, 
in a memorable speech some years ago 
attributed the blame to the bands in a 
much quoted phrase about the balance of 
criminality. One heard little of this view 
at the present day. It had become plain 
that the bands were only a symptom of 
the disease and had little to do with 
its real cause. What was the real cause ? 
Obviously it was bad government on 
the part of the Turkish Government. 
And it was more than that—it was the 
refusal both on the part of the population 
of Macedonia and on the part of the 
adjacent Balkan States to recognise the 
seriousness of the reforms introduced by 
the Powers. The Macedonian peasant 
contrasted his lot with that of his brother 
or his cousin who lived under a very much 
happier state of things in the adjacent 
Balkan States: and those States them- 
selves, having no confidence in the re- 
forms, and looking forward to the break up 
of the present order of things in Mace- 
conia,were all engaged in pegging out their 
claims. He thought that he had a per- 
fect right to say that the bands were not 
the cause of the state of things in Mace- 
donia, but were merely a symptom of that 
state of things. What had the Powers 
done? They had combined to introduce 
the machinery of reform, but they had 
altogether omitted to supply the moiive 
power. The machinery of reform they 
had put down in the shape of some forty 


military officers for the gendarmerie, 
and of two civil agents and four 


financial advisers who proferred advice 
to the Turkish Inspector-General. But 
they had never supplied the motive 
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power—that was to say, they had never 
given these officers or civil agents 
any real executive control of the affairs of 
Macedonia. These officers ate out their 
hearts in the wild mountains of Mace- 
donia. He had talked with them; 
he had enjoyed their hospitality; and 
he had found that they regarded it 
as disgraceful to the Powers of Europe 
that they should send their officers 
to Macedonia on such a_ purposeless 
errand. They had no power; and their 
superiors at Salonika, with the financial 
and civil agents, were always thwarted 
by the counsels which prevailed at Yildiz 
Kiosk, whence the Sultan puled the 
strings. He had preached from this 
text whenever he mentioned the subject 
of Macedonia; and therefore, he was | 
delighted when during the debate of the | 
25th February, he had |'stened to these | 





remarkable words of the right hon. | 
Baronet, ihe Secretary of State for | 
Foreign Affairs. | 


“With things as they are in Macedonia, | 
anything whic h is less than a real remedy can 
be but little better than a farce,’ 

That was the conc!usion which he 
had himself expressed. What was the 
real remedy ? His hon. friends keside 
bim were, at all events, 
interested to find a_ real 

There were two alternative remedies 
which they might adopt. One was 
that they might copy the example of | 
the Ottoman Public Debt Commission, 
an institution controlled by Europeans 
working with native officials, and which 
had produced the most admirable results 
without in any way offending the sus- 
ceptibilities of the people. They might 
follow that precedent, and might press 
for the grant of contro! to the financial 
Commission which they hed already 
established. Or, they might keep the | 
Financial Commission, as they kept the | 
gendarmerie officers, to assist the Turkish | 
officials, and they might appoint a 

Turkish governor with the consent of 
all the Powers, for a definite period of | 
years, to be irremovable without their 
consent, and to have a pension on | 
retirement. That was the alternative | 
remedy ; and it was theremedy which was 
suggested by the right hon. Gentleman in 
that memorable speech of the 25th of | 
February. Personally he cared little which 
of tkese tuo remedies they adopted, and | 


Mr. Lynch. 


deeply | 
remedy. | 
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| things, 


ishould be real reforms. 


| dreds of miles aw ay. 
gave Russia the privilege of sending in | 
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he thought that his hon. friends 


would agree with him in that matter. 
But what they wanted to know was 
this. If this were the real remedy, 
why had there been this intolerable 
delay in putting it into application? 
Why, the proposal to appoint a Turkish 
Governor responsible to the Powers 
was a proposal which dated from the 
time Lord Lansdowne was in office— 
before the present Government came 
into power, He thought they had a 
right to ask why it had taken all this 
time to put this proposal into practice, 
The right hon. Baronet had told them, 
by way of explanation, in the debate 
of the 25th of February, that the delay was 
due, at all events in part, to the ex- 
haustion which was felt by the Powers 
after the naval demonstration of 1905, 
He did not traverse that. He recognised 
that it had been difficult to do anything 
with the Powers in that frame of mind. 
But what he did say was this—that since 
that naval demonstration of 1905, 
|two things, and two very important 
had occurred. Two weapons 
had been placed in the hands of 
the right hon. Gentleman which 
were not in the possession of his prede- 
cessor, Lord Lansdowne. On the one 
hand our consent was necessary to the 
increase of the Customs, and we ought 


|not to have given our consent except 


reforms 
ought to 


the 
We 


upon the condition that 


have obtained the ‘real reform” of 
which the right hon. Gentleman had 


spoken in February last, failing which 
we ovght to have refused to penalise our 
trade by giving our adhesion to the in- 
creased duties. Then again, about a 
year ago we concluded a very notable 
convention with Russia—the Anglo- 
Russian Convention. Russia, as ‘the 
House knew, was one of the Powers 
which occupied a spec ‘ial posit’on in the 
Macedonian question. In September of 
last year we concluded that Convention, 
and what hed we given to Russia under 
it? We gave her priority of commercial 
exploitation over a large part of Persia 
—in fact, the greater part of Persia. We 
gave her equal rights with ourselves in 
Tibet, though the nearest Russian terri- 
tory does not adjoin Tibet, but is hun- 
In Afghanistan we 
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commercial agents and we even engaged 
that Russian goods should be admitted 
into Afghani-tan on the same terms as 
ours, though Afghan goods had to pay 
enormous duties on the Russian frontier. 
The concessions made to Russia under 
the Convention were undisputably great 
and far-reaching; and the House were 
led to hope that, as a consequence, 
they would be able to work with Russia 
in a much more friendly way towards 
the solution of the many problems in 
which both countries were interested. 
Thev had therefore, a right to expect some 
consideration from Russia in settling 
such quesions as that of Macedonia in a 
thorough-going way. Thedebatein which 
the right hon. Gentleman announced his 
“real remedy,’ took plice on the 25th 
of February. Oa the 12th of March, 
in answer to the hon. Member for Totten- 
ham, it was stated that a despatch had 
been addressed to the Powers putting 
forward the views of His Majesty’s 
Goverument, as expressed in the debate. 
On the 23rd of July, many months after- 
wards, he had himself put a similar 
Question; and the right hon. Baronet 
told him that only a part of the reform 
proposals had as yet been submitted 
to the Powers at all. He hoped the right 
hon.” Baronet would explain the dis- 
crepancy between these two answers. He 
widerstood that the present position of 
the matter was this. We had made a 
proposal to the Powers for the organisa- 
tin of a flying column to hunt the 
bands; and the other proposals—a Turkish 


Governor responsible to the Powers; the 
retention of the financial delegates, 


placing them on terms of equality with 
the civil agents ; and that the civil ex- 
penditure should be made a first charge 
upon the Macedonian Budget. These 
proposals, he understood, would follow 
later,and were likely to be submitted not 
by ourselves, but by the Russian Govern- 
ment. He would like to know why 
there had been all this delay in dealing 
with these proposals. He hoped the 
Russian Government would not allege 
alleged by Russian 
hewspapers—that delay was necessary 
owing to recent events in Macedonia. 
He saw no reason why the movement 
which had set the Army in a position of 
power in Macedonia should in any way 


—as was certain 
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delay the presentation of the reform 
proposals to the other Powers. He 
could understand that it might delay 
the proposal for the hunting of the bands ; 
because the bands had fraternised with 
the Army, and there was no reason at the 
present moment for organising a force 
against them. But surely those who led 
theYoung Turkey movement, and who had 
established themselves in a position of 
supreme power in certain districts of 
Macedonia, would not be averse to the 
adoption of the “ real remedy ” enunciated 
by the right hon. Gentleman. He thought 
one of the main contributory causes to 
the liberation of Turkey which had just 
taken place had been the presence in 
Macedonia of the foreign gendurmerie 
officers and the civil agents. The Turkish 
officers had seen among them a number 
of officers from various other Powers, 
well paid, well clothed, men who really 
enjoyed a position which inspired respect. 
They had also seen a great improvement 
in the collection of taxes, and he was 
sure this result, at all events, was due 
to the excellent work which had been 
done by the European members of the 
Financial Commission, which he did 
not wish to disparage in any way. 
He was loth to believe that the 
Younz Turks, now that they had estab- 
lished themselves in a_ position of 
power, would be anxious to rid them- 
selves of all these foreign institutions 
at a moment’s notice. He should think 
they would rather be disposed to accept 


gladly the right hon. Baronet’s real 
remedy of a Turkish governor in Mace- 
donia, practically independent of the 


central Government. It was true that 
the Young Turks hoped to reform the 
Government as a whole ; but, even if they 
succeeded, Macedonia, where the Christian 
population were double the Mussulmen, 
must always present a special problem 
which would have to be treated in 
a special way; and he could not help 
thinking that the wisdom of those who 
controlled the new movement in Turkey 
would for 
reforms of the right hon. Baronet with- 
out demur, with the knowledge that, 
when they had contrived to reform the 
central Government, and had convinced 
Europe of their capacity, these props 
round the edifice of Government in 


all those reasons accept the 
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Macedonia would be thrown aside and 
the building handed over to its rightful 
owners, There was one other point to 
which he desired to allude. He trusted the 
right hon. Baronet would give it to be 
understood that our consent to the in- 
crease in the Customs duties would not be 
granted for more than seven years. The 
general receipts of the province had in- 
creased by £234,000 Turkish within the 
last two years, and the Financial Com- 
mission expected that they would be 
able still further to increase the revenue 
by £100,000 Turkish in a year or 
so. This revenue had not been obtained 
by grinding down the peasants. On 
the contrary it had been accompanied 
by an amelioration of their condition. 
It had been obtained by forcing the well- 
to-do taxpayers, who formerly eluded 
taxation to make their due contributions 
to the revenue. 


Turning to Persia, it was noticeable 
that the same reform movement which 
had overspread Macedonia had taken root 
in Persia, but there it was a thoroughly 
popular movement. It did not spring 
from the Army as in the case of Turkey. 
The idea of a Persian constitution had 
become accepted by the people of Persia 
of all classes, not merely as a_ political 
expedient, but as an article of faith. 
As a result of that thev saw the rising 
into being of a popular assembly. which 
had been temporarily suppressed, not 
by purely Persian forces, but by such 
forces under Russian direction. On the 
23rd of June the Persian Parliament 
House had been reduced to a mass of 
ruins. The day before, the Shah had 
held a council with his Russian 
advisers, and had given orders to the 


Russian commander to deal with his 
subjects as he liked. The result had 
been that shell and shrapnel were 


brought against the Parliament buildings 
and the adjacent mosque, and the Popular 
Assembly was suppressed after 
bloodshed. It could be 
it was a matter of some importance 


some 
shown—and 


that it should be shown—that this action 

on the part of the Shah was wholly 

By Article 45 of the 

Persian constitution it was provided 

that the Royal firmans would be sanc- 

tioned only when they had received 
Mr. Lynch. 


unconstitutional. 
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. 


the signature of a responsible Minister. 
It could not be contended that the 
suppression of the Popular Assembly 
was sanctioned by any Minister respon- 
sible to the Assembly. It should not 
be overlooked that in December last, 
when the Shah for the first time attempted 
a coup detat against the Parliament. 
the Legations of Britain and Russia. 
the two protecting Powers of Persia. 
pressed their advice upon the Shah to 
observe his promises to the Popular 
Assembly. They had, therefore, made 
themselves parties to the establishment 
of a constitutional segime in Persia, 
In July of this year Russian officers 


on the active list of the Russian 
Army made it possible for _ this 
same Shah to break the promises 


which he made to the Popular Assembly 
at the instance of the  Legations, 
He thought that was a novel procedure. 
Great Britain had in the past lent 
British otticers to Persia ; but they had 
never taken sides in a constitutional 
grievance between ruler and people. In 
the present instance Russian officers had 
taken part in the suppression of one arm of 
the constitution of the country whose 
servants they were, namely the Popular 
Assembly. They had been told that 
much would depend upon the spirit 
in which the Anglo-Russian Conven- 


tion would be worked. Was that the 
spirit? What was the outstanding 
feature of the Anglo- Russian Agree- 
ment? It was that it professed to be 
an instrument for the maintenance 
of the integrity of Persia. It was 
stated in the preamble that both 


Powers had mutually engaged to respect 
the integrity and independence of Persia; 
and the right hon. Baronet had told them 
—and he was very glad to hear this 
declaration—on the 25th of May, in 
answer to one of his Questions, that 
the maintenance of the integrity of Persia 
was one of the principal objects of the 
Convention. The question he wished to 
put was this: If the maintenance of the 
integrity of Persia was one of the prin- 
cipal objects of the Convention, how did 
they propose to maintain that integrity if 
they allowed the Parliament to be sup- 
pressed ? The only way in which they 
could maintain the integrity of such a 
loose organisation as an Oriental cout 
try was by assisting the central (roveri- 
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ment in that country. Now one | 
their great difficulties in assisting | 
the Central Government of Persia had 
always been that the money was mi 
over to the Shah, and went into the 
Royal Treasury to be expended on motor | 
cars, gramophones and other luxuries. | 
The principal grievance between the 
Shah and the popular party had been 
that Parliament had insisted that guar- 
antees should be given that all moneys 
paid in future to Persia should be de- | 
voted solely to national objects. They 
could not set Persia on her legs, or give 
that solidarity to the Government which 
was in an Oriental country, | 
wiless thev had a Parliament who would 
ve to it that the national funds were 
devoted to national purpcses. Some hon. 
Members—and even the Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs—might object that it was 
ours to interfere in the 
internal affairs of Persia. 


necessary 


no business of 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Burghs) 
Hear, hear. 

Me. LYNCH: If by that cheer was 
meant friendly assistance to the people 


of Persia then he maintained—and_ he 
challenged his hon. friend to contradict 
him—that for a period of 100 vears they 
had consistently interfered in the in- 
ternal affairs of Persia. Every Shah 
of Persia from and including Mohammed 
Shah in 1834 had been placed on the 
throne with British assistance. In the 
case of the last two Shahs— Muza ffer-ed- 
Din avd Mchammed Ali Shah—we had 
shared these friendly offices with Russia. 
These two Shahs had come to the throne 
with the assistance of Russia as well as 
of Great Britain. Moreover, it was the 
practice for a Shah of Persia to announce 
to the two Powers—Russia and England— 
the person whom he nominated as his 





worked in the spirit of 
the integrity of Persia, it 
that the National 


maintaining 
was essential | 
Assembly should be | 
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upheld against the plots of the reaction- 
aries. Heasked the Houseto consider the 
importance of Persia to Great Britain. 
At the present time the Russian frontier 
touched our Indian frontier only on the 
Pamirs, in the regions of almost impass- 
able icefields. But if Russia were to absorb 
Persia, and come down to the line 
drawn on the map by the Anglo-Russian 
Convention, they would have a land 
frontier contiguous with that of Russia 
for no than 1,200 miles. Was 
there any hon. Member of the House 
who for a moment supposed that this 


less 


country with its present military re- 
sources could defend such a frontier as 
that? To those hon. Members who 


| were of that opinion he -would like to 


read a short passage from a very im- 
portant despatch addressed by the 
| Government of India to Lord George 
Hamilton on 21st of September, 1899. 
This was what the Council of India 
said— 

“We desire deliberately to say to your 
Lordship, with a full consciousness of our 


successor. Not only had the two Powers 
thus interfered in the internal affairs 
of Persia, but they had also stood 

sponsors for the National Assembly. | 
It followed therefore, that, if the Anglo- 
Russian Agreement was going to be 


responsibility in so saying, that, difficult as we 
find it in existing circumstances to meet the 
financial and military strain imposed upon us 
by the ever increasing proximity of Russian 
power upon the northern and north-western 
frontier of India from the Pamirs to Herat, we 
could not contemplate without dismay the 
prospect of Russian neighbourhood in Eastern 
or Southern Persia, the inevitable 
of which must be a great increase 
burdens; while the maritime 
India would require to be 
sidered were the dangers of 


consequenc e 
of our own 
defensibility of 
altogether recon- 
a land invasion to 


| be supplemented by the appearance of a possible 


antagonist as a naval Power in waters contiguous 
to Indian shores.” 


The Indian Government, under the full 
their responsibility, said they 
could not contemplate without dismay 
the occupation of those districts of Persia 


sense of 


by Russia. But, supposing another 
course were adopted, and Russia got 
Persia over to her side, and organised 


a Persian army. He would like to quote 
on this point the views of the most 
experienced soldier whom they had eve1 


_| had out in those parts, the late General 


Sir Henry Rawlinson. This is what he 
| had written after serving for some time 
as an instructor and commanding officer 
|in the Persian Army :— 


* There are no people in the world who offer 
| better rough material for military purposes than 
} 
Persians ; 


| the the physique of the men is 
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admirable, and their powers of endurance are 
great; their general intelligence and personal 
courage are beyond all praise. If the Persian 
material were placed at the disposal of a 
European Power who would encourage and 
take care of the men, and develop their military 
instincts, a fine working Army, very superior 
in my opinion, to anything Turkey could pro- 
duce, might be obtained in a very short period 
of time.” 

In a lecture at the Roval United Service 
Institution in 1858 Sir Henry had pre- 
viously said that— 

‘It was impossible to avoid foreseeing that 
as any European war becomes developed in the 
East, the military resources of Persia must be 
called into action. In fact, it seemed that we 


{COMMONS} 


could not have a more formidable engine of | 


attack and defence launched against India 
than a Persian Army commanded by Russian 
officers. In thé same way we could not have a 
more efficient instrument of defence than the 
same Army led by British officers, or by officers 
acting in our interests.” 

Those were weighty words, and he did not 
desire to add anything to them. In the 
present critical phase of the fortunes of 
Persia and of British relations with that 
country he commended those words to the 
consideration of the Government, of the 
House of Commons and of the country. 


*Sir CHARLES W. DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean) said that until now 
the House had not had the opportunity of 
considering those relations which lay at 
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in a certain entente with Russia wer 
correct and generally approved of, and 
were perfectly consistent with friendly 
relations with all the Powers. Unforty. 
nately persons were continually writing 
articles which were supposed to help 
the policy of this country, and jp 
foreign Parliaments persons made 
speeches which were supposed to express 
the foreign policy of this country, |; 
was said that we had succeeded jp 
isolating Germany. He did not in the 
least impute that to the policy of the 
Government. He found nothing in the 
language of his right hon. friend to give 
ground for that suspicion, but it was most 
unfortunate that throughout the world 
that explanation was given of our foreign 
policy. He was not speaking of the 
danger of war. He was not one of those 


| who believed in the likelihood of war. He 


the very bottom of all these questions. | 


The hon. Member for the Stirling Burghs 
had expressed his hostility to Russia and 
the greatest anxiety to concern himself 
with the internal affairs of that country, 
and he had expressed the greatest horror 
of what was going on there ; and vet at 
the same time the hon. Member was sup- 
porting Anglo-Russian action in Mace- 
donia, To him it seemed to weaken their 
policy if it were to be supposed that 
they were specially inclined to act with 
Russia only, or, at any rate, specially 
inclined to act with a group of Powers 
which invariably excluded one of the 
great Powers. He spoke with the great- 
est hesitation upon a subject of extreme 
delicacy. Personally he had no com- 
plaint to make of the language or so far 
as he knew it of the policy of the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs in this 
respect. The speeches which had been 
made here about the entente with France 
-and its supposedJnecessary consequence 


Mr. Lynch, 


was speaking of the danger, from the point 
of view of our policy in all parts of the 
world, of such a belief. As to the entente 
with France, that it should be closer if 
possible, and that it should be permanent 
was desired by all of them, but there were 
some who wrote as though we had achieved 
this curious measure of success, that while 
there was no alliance with France. and 
while France did not desire a military 
alliance with us, we on our part should 
defend France 2s though a military alliance 
existed between these two countries, 
As a matter of fact by glosses such as he 
had described there was a risk—that of 
promoting the rapid increase of arma- 
ments. The direct tendency of comments 
such as those which were made without 
contradiction all over the world was to 
increase the German Fleet, and to force 
the literal execution of the German naval 
programme of construction, and, there- 
fore, to involve us in corresponding con- 
struction, and in a race of armaments 
to add to our burdens. Moreover, he 
could not but think that it directly 
weakened our policy in Macedonia. At 
the present time the Committee were in 
this position. They were not acquainted 
with the whole of the proposals of the 
Government, but only with a_ portion 
of them. They did not know what the 
Powers had said in reply in regard to that 
portion, and they were unable, therefore, 
effectively or usefully to discuss the policy. 
But it was described as an Anglo-Russian 
policy, and he thought it would be far 
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sented also the Powers which had the most 
influence in Turkey. Personally he had 
every hope, without having too much con- 
fidence,that the Powers would welcome the 
return at Constantinople to the constitu- 
tion of twenty-eight years ago. He 
doubted whether they could usefully dis- 
cuss the details of that subject that night, 
although it did come under his general 
belief that our policy had been weakened 
by its being represented that one of 
the great Powers had been isolated. 
There had been in the House no real 
debate on another great international 
occasion, namely, the conference of the 
Powers at the Hague. Some of the 
papers which had been promised in re- 
gard to the conference had not yet been 
circulated, and he had hoped to have 
them in time for that debate. What 
they might be he did not know, but it 
was impossible to read the Papers 
which had been laid before them without 
seeing that there was hostility all through 
the Hague Conference between Germany 
and ourselves. One result had been 
claimed for the Conference. The Leader 
ofthe Opposition and the French Foreign 
Office had said that it was the only 
result, and the late Prime Minister 
said that an enduring result and very 
solid achievement of that conference 
was the agreement to create a maritime 
court. In the instructions given to Sir 
Edward Fry the Government put that 
proposal very high indeed; they gave 
the most direct instructions to Sir 
Edward Fry that the Government were 
anxious to see the constitution of an 
international tribunal of appeal from the 
decisions of the Prize Courts, and wrote 
that, if the Hague Conference accom- 
plished no other object than the con- 
stitution of that tribunal, it would render 
inestimable service to mankind. That 
was very strong language. He under- 
stood that the Germans were aware of 
the proposal. We communicated it just 
before the Hague Conference began, 
and they made no reply, but at the 
conference itself they gave notice of a 
Resolution on the same subject. They 
were called first, and the result was that 
our proposal became a German pro- 
posal, and it was adopted as such. Since 


that time the question had gone back- | 


wards. The German Government stated 


VOL. CXCHI. [Fourtu Sertes. } 
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that Germany took the initiative for the 
establishment of that tribunal,\but that 
they were acting with “some degree of 
caution.” Then a Question was asked 
in this House by the hon. Member for 
Norwood, and in reply the late Prime 
Minister said that there must be legis- 
lation by Parliament before the ratifica- 
tion of the Convention could take place. 
It seemed to him pretty clear from the 
proceedings of the conference that there 
was jealousy and hostility behind the 
scenes all the time between Germany 
and this country, and he confessed that 
he was not surprised,—as a policy, which 
was perfectly correct and defensible in 
itself, had been described as one 
which had isolated Germany. He was 
not surprised that a feeling of irrita- 
tion should have grown up, and that 
suspicion had been thrown on our policy 
in all portions of the world. He was far 
from being convinced that our policy in 
regard to the Congo State was not in- 
fluenced by the same cause of difficulty 
and hostility. We were as deeply com- 
mitted in regard to the Congo State as in 
regard to Macedonia. This Parliament 
would be sitting in the autumn months, 
but it would be sitting dumb so far as 
foreign affairs were concerned. There 
would be no opportunity for debate 
on this subject. Both in regard to 
the Congo and Macedonia the Govern- 
ment were under deep promises to this 
country. It was, therefore, all the more 
incumbent on them before the House 
separated that they should state what 
they would be responsible for, and what 
their pledges were in regard to the Congo 


State. The fresh Congo Papers had not 
yet been distributed, and curiously 


enough the Belgian Government had 
stated publicly that they insisted on their 
immediate publication. The’Government 
would have to carry out the promises 
made to the House in Congo matters as 
in Macedonian matters, and he would like 
very briefly to state, subject to correction 
if he was wrong, and subject to con- 
firmation of hon. friends on both sides 
if he was right, what he understood these 
promises to be. The Secretary of State 
had told them that he had represented 
to the Belgian Government that it must 
be a condition precedent to any annexa- 
tion that the Congo State should be taken 
over terms which would afford a 


21 


on 
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guarantee to us that the conditions of 
our Treaty and the Berlin Act were 
carried out. The circumstance to which 
we attached most importance and which 
that guarantee was concerned with was 
stated by the Secretary of State in the 
words “A radical alteration in the 
economic system.” In reply to Questions 
on 25th June, as to whether the changes 
required and to be so guaranteed would 
include the free collection of rubber by 
the natives and the sale by the natives to 
merchants of all countries, the answer 
was that all concessions should be subject 
to native rights and that the natives 
must not be debarred from the collection 
or rubber or from the sale of it to mer- 
chants of all countries. He thought 
“concessions” was a word of undue 
limitation. The right should exist any- 
where throughout the territory, and not 
in the territory of the concessions only. 
Subject to that, the answer was 
thoroughly satisfactory. But since that 
answer was given there came the White 
Paper called “ Taxation of Natives, and 
other Questions” and in that he confessed 
he thought that rather too much im- 
portance was given to secondary ques- 
tions, such as those relating to currency, 
at the expense of our main position. 
How dangerous it was in dealing with 
Belgium to make any concessions at all 
might be seen from a comparison between 
statements on page 2 and page 37 of the 
White Paper. On page 2 the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, in a letter 
dated 27th March, 1908, said— 

“His Majesty’s Government have every 
confidence in the earnest desire of the Belgian 
Government to introduce thorough and _ far- 
reaching reforms into the present system of 
administration in the Congo, and they are 
therefore particularly anxious to maintain an 
attitude of strict forbearance, and to abstain 
from any act which might be construed as inter- 
fering with the complete liberty of action of the 
Belgian Government in the future management 
of the internal affairs of the Congo.’ ” 


The Secretary of State went on to say 
that there must be adherence to our 
treaty and the Berlin Act which covered 
everything. ‘What did the Belgian 
Government do? They omitted these 
words, and took solemn notice of the 
words which he had quoted. They 
said— 

“The Government of the King are happy to 
take act of the assurance given by the Govern- 


Sir Charles W. Dilke. 


{COMMONS} 





Supply. 960 


ment of His Britannic Majesty ‘to abstain 
from any act which might be construed ag 
interfering with the complete liberty of action 
of the Belgian Government in the future 
management of the internal affairs of the 
Congo.” 

At this moment the Belgian Government 
were professing, not for the first time, 
their most anxious desire for complete 
publicity in regard to their position, 
Last week an article appeared in Le 
Temps which stated that the Belgian 
Government had insisted that the corre- 
spondence should be published as speedily 
as possible; but they had not yet got 
it. This country, at all events, had 
nothing to lose by pubiic'ty. The posi- 
tion was clear, and he had set forth why 
our expectations ought to be carried out. 
If the present session passed over without 
the Act of annexation being passed, it 
was highly probable that the matter 
would drag on and that in November, 
when this House was known to be sitting, 
but from the nature of their proceedings 
they should be prevented from expressing 
their opinion, a state of things might 
arise when the Foreign Secretary might 
be glad if they reminded him and the 
Belgian Government through this House 
of the promises which had been given, 
and of the policy on which both sides of 
the House were united in supporting the 
Government. There was only one other 
matter, closely connected with the feeble 
administration of the Congo in the interior, 
to which he wished to draw attention. 
As a result of the captures which had 
taken place by thousands of revolted 
troops who carried on slave raiding and 
the sale of slaves, a stream of slaves 
continually passed to Portuguese posses- 
sions on the islands of San Thome and 
Principe. A party of convicts were also 
sent to serve their sentences in these 
islands. The slave trade was carried on 
by the Portuguese Government, and the 
report which Mr. Burtt had made upon 





'the subject had been toned down for 
| publication. They had been told that 
ithe Government were giving anxious 
consideration to this subject, and that 
communications had been made with 
| the Portuguese Government with regard 
‘to it. A Captain Francisco Paola Cid, 
who had been formerly a governor of the 
territory, it was said, had been sent to 
report upon the whole matter. He 
thought that this excrescence on the 
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Congo, which was notoriously continuing 
to the present time, was a matter which 
required more rapid attention than the 
Government had yet given to it. They 
had allowed themselves to be put off 
with promises; those promises had not 
been kept any more than those which 
had been given by the Belgian Govern- 
ment. In conclusion, he wished to say 
that in his opinion our policy in all parts 
of the world was not facilitated by 
attempts which were made in many 
quarters to direct it against a particular 
Power. This country meant peace ; but 
we had a great interest besides that of 
peace—the interest of not pushing war- 
like preparations, and, consequently, the 
cost of these warlike preparations, to the 
extreme. 


*EarL PERCY (Kensington, 8.) said 
he thought the House owed the right 
hon. Baronet a debt for having raised 
the general debate on foreign policy, 
and for having redeemed their discussions 
from the charge that they entirely 
concerned themselves with the internal 
affairs of o her countries. He supposed 
they would all be glad if the Govern- 
ment could do or say anything which 
would mitigate or remove the unfortunate 
suspicion which our foreign policy ap- 
peared to excite in some quarters in 
Germany. On the other hand, he con- 
fessed that it was difficult to understand, 
apart from the constructions placed upon 
it in the Press, why a policy, which con- 
sisted merely in trying to remove the 
grounds of friction between ourselves 
and other countries with which we had 
various controversies at issue, should 
excite the suspicions of any other Power. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): What about 


Lord Cromer’s speech ? 


*Eart PERCY said that Lord Cromer’s 
speech illus‘rated the difficulty of bringing 
about a better atmosphere of public 
opinion either in this country or Germany 
until the two Governments could arrive 
at some kind of agreement for arrest- 
ing what had become an acknowledged 
rivalry in naval armaments. In regard 


to the Congo question, he agreed with 
the right hon. Baronet that they would 
be faced with some difficulty next session 
by the fact that annexation might be 
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decided upon without our having any 
opportunity of debating it. They must 
trust to the Government with regard 
to the proper time to renew our repre- 
sentations, but they should be renewed 
before annexation was decided upon. 
The despatch of the Belgian Govern- 
ment left on his mind the impres- 
sion that that Government, having 
assured us of their general concurrence 
with the reforms which we had urged, 
thought that they might now investigate 
at their leisure the systems prevailing 
in other parts of the Congo basin, and 
that they were under no necessity to 
communicate any further information 
as to the precise steps by which they 
meant to carry their professions into 
practice. If that were their view, 
it betrayed a very serious miscon- 
ception of the position of this country ; 
and he was not quite sure that that 
misconception might not be strengthened 
by the sentence in the despatch of the 
Foreign Secretary when he said that 
it was not our desire to prescribe 
the precise method by which the ad- 
ministration of the Congo should be 
brought into conformity with the prin- 
ciples of the Berlin Act. There was 
no doubt that the present Congo adminis- 
tration was a violation of the Berlin 
Act. But it was also a violation of the 
expressed conditions under which the 
original International Association ob- 
tained recognition from this country and 
from America—and so obtained the 
status which alone enabled it to becom2 
a party to the Berlin Act at all. 
The vital point, as it seemed to him, 
was that before we gave our consent 
to the annexation of the Congo by the 
Belgian Government we should insist 
that in the Treaty of Cession, the same 
legal security which was provided for the 
rights of the concessionary companies 
should also be secured for the rights of 
the natives by the restitution to them not 
only of land sufficient for occupation, but 
also of their original freedom to sell all 
the products (except ivory) grown in 
territories which are not effectively occu- 
pied by the companies and exploited 
by means of free labour hired in 
the open market. Passing to the ques- 
tion of Macedonia, he would be glad 
if the right hon. Gentleman found 
it consonant with the public interest 
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to make a statement with regard to 
the present state of Turkish affairs. 
There seemed to be a general impression 
in the responsible Press that in view of the 
events of the last few days England and 
Russia would take time to look around 
and reconsider their position before they 
presented their new reform schemes to the 
Sultan. He imagined that this impres- 
sion was well-founded. It would appear 
somewhat absurd to enter into a solemn 
discussion as to the co-operation of the 
military and gendarmerie for the repres- 
sion of these bands, at a time when the 
bands had temporarily disappeared and the 
military had broken loose from control. 


Supply. 


And it must be remembered that what- 
ever other results might follow from the 
present constitutional movement in Tur- 
key, it was almost certain that it would 
increase rather than diminish the general 
dislike and opposition to interference from 
outside. He had always believed that the 
desire for reform was as widespread 
among the Mahomedans as among the 
Christians, but at the same time it sprang 
in no small measure from the conviction 
that only the removal of the most glaring 
abuses would rescue their country from 
constant and humiliating tutelage on 
the part of the Powers. Speaking for 
himself alone. he had never 


or hope the schemes for so-called auto- 
nomy, partial or otherwise, in separate 
provinces of the Turkish Empire. 
believed that it was idle in the light of 
past experience to expect that they could 
persuade the Mahomedans that a policy 


He | 


of that kind was anything else than a first | 


step towards the dismemberment of the 
country, nor did he think that 


belief in the justice of the European | 
Powers was likely to be strengthened | 


contrast between their con- 
to apply the strongest 


by the 


stant readiness 


pressure at Constantinople, and their | 


extraordinary reluctance to go beyond 
the most polite representation to the 
Governments at Sofia, Belgrade and 
Athens, who were responsible for per- 
mitting the equipment and _ passage 
of the bands. He had no desire to go 
back to the details of the reform scheme 
which was adumbrated in the last 
speech ol 


th 
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allude to one part of the scheme for which 
the right hon. Gentleman was responsible 
and upon which he confessed he looked 
with some regret. The right hon. Gentle. 
man, following in that respect the policy of 
Lord Lansdowne, declared some time ago 
that he thought that itwould be unfairand 
unjust to ask Turkey to reduce her Regular 
forces in Macedonia unless we either 
asked for a corresponding reduction of 
forces by the Bulgarian Government or 
unless the Powers were ready to give a 
collective guarantee for the maintenance 
of the integrity of the Turkish frontier, 
The idea of a collective guarantee fell 
through owing to the opposition of the 
Russian Government. The right hon, 
Gentleman then very properly dropped 
the proposal that we should insist on the 
reduction of the Turkish Army. But 
what he thought it was unjust to do 
directly he did indirectly. He laid down 
the condition that the support of the 
troops must not be made a charge on 
the Macedonian Budget. 


Supply. 


Tur SECRETARY or STATE for 
| FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 


pre- | 
tended to view with any satisfaction | , a ie 
y | went to show that, if the civil adminis- 


Grey, Northumberland, Berwick): | 
said that the civil expenses were to be 
the first charge. 

evidence 


*EarL PERCY said all the 


| tration was to be made a first charge on 


the Budget, the finances would be wholly 


‘inadequate to support the large force 


their throw 


which the Turks were compelled to keep up 
in Macedonia. What must the practical 
result of that policy be? It was neither 
just nor expedient, because it must 
upon the unfortunate taxpayer 
in other parts of the Turkish Empire 
the greater part of the burden of main- 
taining the army in Macedonia. 


Mr. LYNCH said a great pait of the 
expenditure in Macedonia was found by 
the 3 per cent. import duty, which was 
derived from the trade of the whole of 
Turkey. 


*Eart PERCY was glad to hear from 
a free trader that the 3 per cent. import 


iduty*was paid by the foreigner and 


‘ ° 4 | 
Foreign Secretary and| not by the consumer. 


He , had only 


of which thev had some further informa- | raised this point for the $ purpose of 


ti! i t 


Earl Pi Cy. 


he White Paper, but he must |showing the extraordinary difficulty, 
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he thought the impossibility, of treating 
the Turkish question piecemeal. We | 
seemed now to be in the presence of a 
general movement on the part of all races 
and creeds to combining together for 
the pursuit of common reforms on the 
basisofa common patriotism, We might 
be sanguine or the reverse as to the 
results of that movement, but, at all 
events, let us do nothing to prejudice 
its success, This country had always 
had a great reputation among the popu- 
lations of the Turkish Empire for being 
probably the only disinterested Power 
in Europe, and he earnestly hoped that 
at the present juncture we would show 
by our words and our diplomatic action 
that nothing would please us better 
than the success of any movement for 
reform from inside, which might perhaps 
eventually free us from the necessity of 
having to interest ourselves in the internal 
affairs of the Turkish Empire. 





Sr EDWARD GREY: 
think that the noble Lord’s account 
of the proposal which I made _ with 
regard to the civil and military ex- 
penditure of Macedonia really gave a| 
fair impression of what that proposal was. | 
The words of his to which I took exception | 
were that we had demurred to the military 
expenditure being defrayed out of the 
Macedonian Budget. We did _ not 
demur to the military expenditure 
being defrayed out of the Macedonian | 
Budget. What we did demur to was | 
the part of the Macedonian Budget 
allocated to civil expenditure being 
starved for the sake of the military 
expenditure. We did not attempt to 
say that either one or the other 
should have been defrayed out of 
the Macedonian Budget. What we did | 
attempt to lay down was that, if there 
was not sufficient for the full amount of | 
both, the civil expenditure should be | 
defrayed first and the deficit on military 
expenditure should be made up by funds 
from elsewhere. The noble Lord says that 
that would have caused the expenditure 
on the Army in Macedonia to be defrayed 
by taxpayers in other parts of the Turkish 
dominions. But the army is not kept 
there solely for the internal purposes of 
Macedonia. It is kept there, as other 
qations keep large parts of their Army on 
their frontier, for the sake of the integrity 


I cannot 
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of the whole empire. My hon. friend the 
Member for Ripon seemed to me to be 
urging that in making the Anglo-Russian 
Convention we might have used that as 
a lever to get some special co-operation 
with Russia in regard to the Macedonian 
question which might have shortened the 
delay that is taking place in pressing 
reforms. That is exactly what we could 
not do. It was expressly understood 
that the Anglo-Russian Convention was 
being arranged between the two Powers 
to deal with parts of the world and 
interests in those parts of the world which 
concerned themselves, and that we were 
not going to bring into that Convention 
any extraneous interests which might be 
a cause of offence to other Powers. There- 
fore we could not mix up the two things. 
As to the delay which has taken place, 
I made no secret at the time when I 
originally placed the proposal before the 
House that we were not going to take 
isolated action, and that we must carry 
the other Powers with us. Neither 
Russia, nor England, one or other, nor 
both together, had either the disposition 


'or the power to attempt to settle the 


Macedonian question without consulting 
the other Powers, and if it has taken a 
long time it has simply been due to the 
fact that there are so many Powers to be 
consulted, and that the problem itself 
But 
I will ask to be excused to-night under 
the special circumstances from going 
in any detail into the question of 
Macedonian reform. The situation has 
changed, and has changed sO suddenly 
and yet so greatly in the last few days 
that I would rather confine myself to 
some general observations upon how the 
prospect is affected by the changes which 
have taken place. They must be general 
observations only, because it is too soon 
to pronounce a definite, considered 
opinion. My hon. friend the Member for 
Stirling Burghs in a speech to which 
the House listened with interest and 
welcome, knowing well the interest which 
he has taken in politics, and expecting 
from him, as I am sure they are entitled 
to expect in future years, much help and 
useful support yin our debates—in 
his speech he #analysed what the 
situation “in Macedonia » had -been. 
It may be summed up in one. word... The 
root cause of the mischief of the situation 
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has been bad, weak government. It 
is that which has been the temptation 
to neighbouring States, or to the citizens 
of neighbouring States, or those who 
in Macedonia itself are of the same 
nationality as the neighbouring States 
—it is that which has been the tempta- 
tion to them to strengthen their own 
nationalities in Macedonia at the ex- 
pense of each other. The Government 
being weak, being incapable of adopting 
methods for the preservation of order, 
played off the one party against the 
other, instead of taking strong, vigorous, 
and impartial measures. It is against 
that situation, against those methods 
of governing, we, in common with the 
other Powers of Europe, have been 
for some years protesting. There was 
some protest from the Turkish army 
and from the Musulman population ; 
but the extraordinary part of the matter 
is this, that these sudden events of the 
last few days, though attended with 
violence which in some circumstances 
might have been expected to lead to 
further violence and disorder, suddenly 
produced, for the time, order, security, 
even rejoicing. It is a very remarkable 
situation, and it comes at the very 
moment when we submitted to the other 
Powers proposals for forming a mobile 
force composed partly of Turkish troops 
and partly of gendarmerie, to be placed 
at the disposal of the Turkish Governor, 
and organised in Macedonia by Turkish 
officers and the commanders of the 
gendarmerie, in order that this force 
might be allocated for the purpose of 
putting down the bands impartially 
and vigorously. At this moment—so 
far as my information goes—at this 
moment the bards have melted away, 
they have dispersed under the influence 
of the events which have taken place. 
Well, of course, if this state of things 
continues, if these bands have really 
dispersed for good, there is no further 
need for the mobile force. We welcome 
the momentary situation and trust it 
may last. We trust that the Balkan 
States and also Greece on the border 
will use their utmost endeavours to 
secure that it shall last, and that no 
advantage will be taken of anything 
which has occurred in Macedonia itself 
for anything but a cood purpose; that 


Sir Edward Grey. 
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those States will do all in their power 
to prevent bands being recruited from 
their own territories, and will do their 
utmost with the Powers of Europe to 
preserve the present situation. Our 
object has never been political, as the 
hon. Member for Stirling has said; it 
has been truly humanitarian and dis- 
interested. It is known at home, but 
is not yet credited abroad, that for 
us the Macedonian question is the ques- 
tion of good versus bad government. 
It has been pointed out that our 
object in Macedonia has been to 
derogate from the authority of the 
Sultan as head of the Mahomedan 
faith and the integrity of his dominions, 
There is, of course, no truth in that. 
Then it has been said that our object is to 
assist the Christians against Mahomedans; 
but, as we know, we have only been acting 
in the Macedonian question because of 
the treaty obligations we have in common 
with other Powers in regard to particular 
parts of the Turkish Empire, and we are 
well aware that, while the Christian 
population has suffered from bad govern- 
ment, Mahomedans have suffered as 
well. It comes back to this, that in the 
Macedonian question our sole desire is 
to see good government introduced ; 
and if Turkey is going to improve the 
whole government of the country and 
ensure that the Mahomedans and 
Christians shall benefit equally by the 
improvements, then it is better that the 
Macedonian question should be settled 
by the Turks taking in hand and doing 
what for years we have been urging them 
to do than by pressing partial reforms 
on reluctant, unwilling and obstructing 
authorities. I noted the apprehensions 
expressed by the hon. Member for Stirling 
that things may not turn out so well as 
they promised at first. Well, of course 
we must wait events ; but at the present 
time I can only say this: our own sym- 
pathy must be with those who are trying 
to introduce reforms, and I should be the 
last to prophesy that they will fail. If 
they succeed, then they must succeed 
by their own efforts; but our sympathy 
is with them. I will only say this: we 
shall continue, watchful and earnest a8 
we have ever been, in pursuing the object 
of securing good government in Mace- 
donia, and in the other parts of Turkey 
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will only say with reference to present 
events in Turkey that we welcome the 
news that the Sultan has proclaimed a 
Constitution. We welcome the news 
of the strength of the feeling which has 


bought about the proclamation of the | 


Constitution; and while not relaxing 
our watchfulness, while not becoming 
slack in our desire to do all in our power 
to promote improvement in Macedonia, 
we shall for the present preserve an ex, 
pectant and sympathetic attitude /I 
come to another question of great im- 
portance which I should not have touched 
upon if it had not been touched upon 
by the right hon. Baronet the Member 
for the Forest of Dean. It is a question 
of great importance and of extreme 
delicacy, and, indeed, he himself recog- 
nised by the manner in which he spoke 
that it was necessary to be careful and 
guarded in the words he used. It is as 
necessary for me to deal with it delicately, 
and I would not myself have introduced 
it into this debate. I do not complain 
that it has been introduced ; but it is a 
serious question. It is undoubtedly most 


undesirable that any section of opinion | 


in this country should represent it as an 
object of British policy toisolate Germany. 
It is equally undesirable that any section 


of public opinion in Germany should | 


believe in that being the case. When 
you come to deal with a question of the 
relations between two great Powers 


of this kind, I would ask the people 


who really wish to form an opinion | 


of the feeling of the two countries 
towards each other not to take too 
short views. The feeling of any two great 
countries towards each other may vary in 
degree from year to year; but I at least | 
say this—that anybody who reviews 
the history of the last twenty years 
impartially must be bound to admit 
that the attitude of this country has | 
not been that of a Power which was| 
teluctant to be on good terms with 
Germany. And if on reviewing the 
last twenty years you carry your mind 
back to the events which occurred in | 
the first decade of the twenty years, 
You will find that there was at one time 
& moment when there was constant, 
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with which we are concerned. But at | 
the present moment it would be im-| 
possible to forecast by what methods | 
that object would be achieved; and I} 
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friction between this country and France, 
and at another time a moment when 
there was constant friction between 
this country and Russia. Now what 
have we done in recent years? We 
have come to agreements with those 
two Powers which have removed the 
friction which existed, and removed all 
danger of a breach of the peace either 
between us and France or between us 
and Russia. That is a distinct change. 
But does any Power in Europe say to 
us that a favourable balance of power 
from their point of view depended on 
our being on bad terms with France or 
Russia, or any other Power? We have 
settled by agreements which are known 
to the world certain causes of dispute, 
removed possibilities of friction between 
us and these two Powers. It is not so 
long ago—I think only last year—that 
Prince Biilow said that the policy of 
Germany did not depend on provoking 
enmity between other Powers. I would 
complete that by saying that, as far as we 
are concerned, it is no part of our policy 
to give our friendships any hostile point 
towards any other Power. But we 
must be free to make those friendships. 
Having made them, I am willing to give 
the utmost guarantees that we shall 
use them for the mutual advantage of 
ourselves and the other countries with 
which we are concerned; but we shall 
not take advantage of those friendships 
to make enmity between our friends 
and any other Power; nor is it our 
object to isolate any Power whatever. 
And, after all, when the isolation of 
Germany is spoken of, 1 think it is only 
fair to bear in mind that Germany has 
two allies. We have never grudged that 
alliance; we have never considered 
that alliance as directed against us, 
and if we have made agreements with 
France and Russia (which, by the way, 
are public to the world, while those of 
the Triple Alliance are not) there is 
as little reason to suppose that the 
object and motive of these agreements 
was isolation or unfriendly action to- 
wards any other Power. Let me ex- 
amine the point which the right hon. 
Baronet the Member for the Forest 
of Dean raises with regard to Macedonia. 
His argument was that there might be 
an impression that, because Russia and 
ourselves were acting together on the 
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Macedonian question, we were forming | variance, I think, with almost every 
something apart from other Powers other Power in turn on some quescion, 
which might give offence to them. I| We were at variance, sometimes with 
will explain exactly how these proposals | one, sometimes with another, because 
about Macedonia arose. We made pro-| we dealt with questions solely on their 
posals which were announced in this merits, and sometimes with one Power 
House, and those proposals were made and sometimes with another we differed, 
on our own account without consultation But when Germany brought forward the 
with other Powers, simply, because, in| Prize Courts Convention we cordially 
our opinion, the situation was such that | welcomed it; and if it has not pro- 
it was necessary, either that we should | ceeded faster since, it is due simply to 
dissociate ourselves from the reform! this, that in order to adhere to that 
movement altogether or that it should Convention legislation would be neces. 
take some more Vigorous and active shape. sary here, and we cannot get that legis. 
After-we had made these proposals, Russia lation through Parliament unless we 
intimated that she would be prepared to have some further agreement with other 
advance some proposals of her own Powers, including Germany, but not 
going in the same direction but not Germany alone, on certain points con- 
going so far, and the other Powers nected with the law of maritime war, 
including, I am pretty sure, Germany, in which it is obvious we must have 
were among the first to say that they some agreement with tne great naval 
would be willing to receive the Russian | Powers before we can pass legislation to 
proposals and to accept them. The ratify the Prize Courts Convention. 
proposals were discussed between us | We have a conference which will meet in 
and Russia because we at first adum- the autumn to discuss the question, and! 
brated the larger scheme, for it was hope it will arrive at an agreement 
important for us to know how much which will enable us to ratify the Con- 
substance there was going to be in the | yention next year by the time named. 
Russian proposals in order that we/With regard to the Congo, which, I think 
might make up our minds whether we with the right hon. Baronet, is the third 
could give them our cordial support; instance in which we were isolated, it 
but as far as other Powers were con- is quite true that we have been alone 
cerned, they showed not only readiness except for the United States. 

but even alacrity to accept the Russian 
proposals after ours had been announced. 
Therefore there can be no question of 
the action of England and Russia in 
Macedonia having originated in any 
desire to form a group among the other 
Powers. With regard to the Hague 
Conference, if we had had any political 
design we should not have chosen as 
our first delegate, as we did, a man of 
the highest character, of great learning 
in international law, and of great judg- 
ment, but one who had had no experience 
as a diplomatist. If we had had a 
political object in view we should have 
thrown considerations of international 


*Sir CHARLES W. DILKE: I did not 


say We were isolated. 


Str EDWARD GREY : I understood 
the argument to be that, owing to our 
general policy, we were weaker with re- 
gard to the Congo than we might have 
been, because the other Powers have not 
been willing to act with us. I have said 
over and over again that we should be 
delighted to welcome the co-operation 
of any Power and we should be relieved 
not to have to bear the burden of pro- 
moting reform alone. If any other power 
made the least intimation that it is taking 


law to the winds and chosen the most 
experienced diplomatist we could find. 
We gave everybody a guarantee that 
we should discuss all questions at the 
Hague Conference on their merits; and, 
as a matter of fact, if he read the pro- 
ceedings, the,right hon. Baronet will 
know that, while we were often at 


interest in reform, we should be delighted 
to welcome their co-operation ; and | can 
assure the House that with the burdens 
we have upon us, we have no false pride 
on our side and no artificial ambition to 
play the leading part ourselves if any other 
Power desires to do so. With regard 


| to the publication of further Papers, we 


variance with Germany, we were at | are quite ready, and I had hoped they 


Sir Edward Grey. 
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would have been’ presented already, but 
the Belgian Government wishes to present 
Papers, including the ones we are going 
topresent. ‘They are also going to include | 
some communications they have had with 
the United States. They are arranging 
that matter at the present moment, and 
the present situation is that I have in- 
formed the Belgian Government that we 
are ready to publish Papers at any time, 
and are only waiting to hear from them 
what the date of their publication will be so | 
that we may publish them simultaneously. 
But when they are published I am sorry 
to say that they will be very incomplete. 
They end up with a communication we 
have received from the Belgian Govern- | 
ment, but they do not contain our reply. 
They carry the matter as far as it can 
be carried by general assurances, and I 
hope the House will recognise that, as far 
as general assurances go, the line taken by 
the Belgian Government is very differen 
from that taken by the Congo Govern- 
ment. The whole tone of the corre- 
spondence is very different. The noble 
lord is perfectly right in supposing that 
before we definitely accept the situation 
of the transfer of the Congo State to Bel- 
gium we shall need to send a reply to the 
last Belgian communication. ‘Uthat reply 
will take some consideration. It must 
deal somewhat exhaustively with the 
question of concessions and with our 
own right to have some say before we 
definitely recognise the transfer of the 
Uongo State to another Power. We 
originally recognised the Congo State 
der a certain agreement and in the 
expectation that it would promote 
ree trade and be a civilising influence. 
Those treaty rights we consider have been | 
broken, and when the Congo State has 
broken the treaty rights which were 
the very foundation and origin of its 
existence tne Powers which are aggrieved 
we bound and I consider entitled to 
“amine very closely the terms on which 
that State is to be transferred to another, 
ind to get explicit assurances as to the 
uterpretation which will be placed on | 
their treaty rights. ‘Therefore when the 
text Papers are published I must ask | 
the Con mittee to bear in mind that they 
ite pubiished quickly because the Belgian 
‘overnment de.ire them to be published | 
telore the Belgian Parliament rises, and | 
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that, so far as we are concerned, they 
must not be regarded as complete because 


| they neces itate a reply from vs which 


will need some consideration and some 
time. The question of concessions 


| is an exceedingly difficult one. I, quite 


realise that it would be going on a 
somewhat exacting tack to demand of 
the Belgian Government that it shall 
apply in the Congo, if it becomes 
a Belgian Colony, some system different 
from and less free than that which exists 
in the Colonies of other countries who 
have possessions in the same region. What 
has our own practice been? I under- 
stand it to be this: before giving any 
concessions we have surveyed the country 
carefully, and we have then only given 
cocessions where it has appeared clearly 
that there were vacant lands which had 
not been in native occupation. In West 
Africa, I believe, our general practice has 
been to give no concessions, because 
we tound that the different native trbes 
and villages had already parcelled out 
the land between them. In East Africa 
I believe there are lands which have never 
been in native occupation, and those lands 
are regarded as the property of the Crown 
and as available for concessions. The 
Congo Government pursued the reverse 
course. It gave concessions first without 
inquiring about native rights. The pro- 
blem before the Belgian Government is 
to put that matter right. It is going too 
far to say there should be no concessioas 


| in the Congo State. Vacant lands, if there 


be vacant lands, we can hardly contend 
should not be the subject of concessions 
in the Congo State as they are in our 
Colomes. But the which 
have been granted have been granted 
without any regard to native rights, and 
it is an exceedingly difficult matter to 
produce order out of this situation. The 
Congo question divides itself to me, 
roughly, mto two heads—first of all there 
is the question of forced labour and abuse 
of it. The Belgian Government, says 
definitely that forced labour must come to 
anend. If it is to come to an end it is 
essential without delay that the natives 
should be put in possession of large tracts 


concessions 


| of territory which will enable them to 


cultivate and to feed themselves and to 
trade, otherwise they would have no 
means of earning a livelihood. These 





975 Supply. 


tracts must come out of the concessionary 
area where there are natives in the con- 
cessionary area. The question of forced 
labour and the treatment of natives is 
one which I regard as an axiom in the 
eyes of any civilised State. The Belgian 
Government have made no scruple about 
saying they will abolish forced labour. 
In regard to the other branch of the 
question, the right of freedom of trade, 
we have proposed to the Belgian that if 
there should be difficulties of interpreta- 
tion of treaty rights in this matter, the 
question should be submitted to arbitra- 
tion. The humanitarian side of the 
question—the question of decent treat- 
ment of the natives—is separate from the 
commerical question. 


Eart PERCY: Does that include the 


freedom of the natives to trade? Is 
that to be referred to arbitration ? 
Str EDWARD GREY: No. It goes 


without saying that the native must have 
the lands of which he has been in occupa- 
tion and freedom to trade in those lands. 
When you come to the question how 
vacant lands should be dealt with, the 
questions of the monopolies of a particular 
province and questions which are purely 
commercial, I should be prepared to 
refer those questions to arbitration, 
because I have always wished to make it 
clear that in the matter of Congo reform 
our prime motive at any rate has been 
the humanitarian motive. When it is 
purely a matter of trade interests as 
distinguished from the humanitarian 
interest, I think it only right we should 
deal with it as any other country would 
deal with it, and agree that it should be a 
matter for arbitration. Before the Gov- 
ernment commits itself to any definite 
recognition of the situation as satisfac- 
tory, assuming that the Belgium Parlia- 
ment decides to empower the Govern- 
ment to annex the Congo, we shall have 
to have had further correspondence, 
which we shall lay before the House, and 
the whole situation will have to be care- 
fully considered by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, who will then, no doubt, announce 
what their decision is./I can say little 
about the Portuguese question. We 
have brought all the information at our 
disposal before the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, and urged them to do all in their 
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power and with as little delay as possible 
to put things into a satisfactory condition, 
Of course, anyone who reflects on the 
internal troubles of Portugal will realise 
that the time has not been a fortunate 
one for undertaking reforms in Portuguese 
territory. With regard to Persia, I will 
only say that the hon. Member for Ripon 
did not give a correct impression in regard 
to the Russian officers. The Russian 
officers were not sent in to suppress 
sedition. These were officers who had 
been in Persia for some years—long before 
the Anglo-Russian Convention. They 
were officers not sent in by the Russian 
Government, but acted as bodyguard 
under the orders of the Shah, and with 
regard to what part they may have taken 
in the events at Teheran I do not suppose 
the Russian Government itself has full 
information in regard to the facts. The 
general situation is this, that there are 
two parties in Persia, the constitutional 
party and the reactionary party, and 
that there has been practically a state of 
civil war, in which the Shah has won in 
Teheran, and the nationalist or constitu- 
tional party has got the upper hand at 
Tabriz. The only course for us to take 
in these circumstances is that, so long as 
there is no danger to British subjects, and 
there has been none, we shall not go one 
inch further in intervention than we can 
help. As long as we abstain from inter- 
vention, I hope the Persians will fight 
out their affairs in their own way. The 
hon. Member for Ripon recommended 
friendly assistance. Yes ; but it is a very 
difficult matter offering friendly assistance 
when there is a state of civil war. When 
you offer friendly assistance the party to 
whom you offer it are apt to ask how far 
you are prepared to go, and there is no 
more dangerous thing than to offer 
sympathy and friendly assistance unless, 
when a dangerous state of affairs occurs, 
you are prepared to back up those who 
have leant upon you by going somewhat 
further. I can assure the hon. Member 
for Ripon that if we have not intervened in 
Persia it is not because we are more ol 
one side or the other or because we have 
not got sympathies ; it is simply because 
it is not right to leave people to expect 
your assistance unless you are prepared | 
really to intervene to protect them. | 
Take, for instance, the case of the Lega- | 
tions. There is a custom in Persia that | 
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anybody who has a grievance against | country for a year and a half; but as 
the Persian Government takes refuge | long as we obtained security for life 
in a foreign Legation. It is a custom | and property it was the utmost limit 
culiar to Persia, and I am most desirous | to which we could go without interfering 
it should not be extended. In fact, it | with the politics of the country. As to 
has really become necessary to keep it | joint action, I trust that we may con- 
within bounds in Persia. Two years | tinue to agree as at the present time 
ago some thousands of people took|on the policy of non-intervention in 
refuge in the British Legation in Teheran | internal affairs. If there be in Persia 
because they were dissatisfied with their | genuine movement on behalf of freedom 
Government. The other day the same | and good government which takes a 
situation began, but we had only sixty- | practical shape, it will lack no sympathy 
six persons who took refuge in the | from us. No action of ours will ever 
British Legation. The instructions that | embarrass it; but the Persians must 
have been given are these: That refuge | work out their own affairs in their own 
is not to be refused to anyone who is| way. But as far as we and Russia are 
in danger of his life, but that refuge | concerned, there is a genuine desire 
must not be given to people who use | on the part of both to intervene as little 
the Legation for political purposes.| as possible in the internal affairs of 
That is an obvious precaution, otherwise | Persia as long as our own subjects are 
you would have to contend with political | not threatened. That, I am sure, is 
parties when some among them, suffering | a wise policy, because any Government 
under a temporary disadvantage, took | in Persia at the present time which was 
refuge in a foreign Legation to wait | known to lean on foreign support would 
until the bad time has passed by and| be unpopular in the country, and what 
then take up the contest again. Any | we desire is to see a Government there 
foreign Legation used in that way would | possessing the confidence of the Persian 
have its position made impossible ; and | people. 

so we have restricted the right of allowing | 

refuge to those who are in immediate| gyp GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
danger of life. Within these bounds | said the House always listened with 
we have kept. That is the reason why | interest, and generally with great satis- 
refuge was refused at Tabriz, though | faction, to the right hon. Gentleman, 
refuge to a limited extent was admitted | not only because of the gravity of the 
at Teheran. The state of excitement problems with which he dealt, but 
was very great at Teheran ; a consider- | hecause of his own impartial attitude. 
able number of lives were lost, and the fo felt to-night that on one question 
fact that some of the constitutional the right hon. Gentleman had not spoken 
party, in getting the worst of it, were | with the directness and clearness which 
taking refuge in the British Legation | they had been used to in his speeches, 
was a reason for some improper proceed- | and that was on the question of the 
ings on behalf of the Shah’s troops Congo. There had been one clear policy 
round the Legation, impeding access | jn regard to the Congo on both sides 
to it, and placing it almost under sur- | of the House. It was expressed with 
veillance. We demanded, and we re-| determination on the part of the last 
tived, a proper apology for what had Government by Lord Lansdowne in 
taken place; and if we did not ask for | 1903, and it had been continued by his 
more reparation than that it was because | successor the present Foreign Secretary. 
there was practically a state of civil! That policy was that the question of 
war in Teheran, and we passed by some- the Congo must be settled upon the 
what more lightly events that would | basis of the Berlin Act. Speaking in 
have been taken more notice of had this House on 26th February last in 
they been more deliberate. Then, with | regard to the possibility of the trans- 
regard to the refugees in the Legation, | ference of the Congo Government to 
we obtained a promise of security for | the Belgian Government, the Secretary 
their lives and their property. A condi- | of State for Foreign Affsirs said— 


tion was made in regard to some of = « But assuming that this does not take place, 
them that they should go out of the and that after the close of the present Belgian 
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session we have to deal with the existing | 


Government of the Congo unchanged, then we 
must be free to deal with questions of this kind 
or others which may arise out of our treaty 
rights in our own way.” 


He and his friends relied absolutely 


on thet assurance given with great | 


deliberation by the right hon, Gentleman. 


Sir EDWARD GREY said he did 
not wish to go back in the least on what 
he said in February. If no conclusion 
was reached at the end of the present 
Belgian session that would be a very 
grave circumstance to be considered 
by the Government as a whole. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER said they 
were extremely glad to hear the re- 
affirmation of the right hon, Gentleman’s 
statement. He was sure that he did 
not exaggerate in the least when he 
said that the speech delivered by the 
Belgian Prime Minister in July must 
have caused great anxiety in the minds 
of those who had been interested in 
this question from the beginning. In 
that speech he stated that there were 
practically no obligations on the part 
of the Belgian Government in connection 
with the Congo to other nations, and 
in effect he repudiated any responsi- 
bility on the part of the Belgian Govern- 
ment or the Congo Government to the 
signatory Powers of the Berlin Treaty. 
He was sure the right hon. Gentleman 
must have read that speech with anxiety. 
They all made allowances, of course, 
for speeches made under the stress of 
party passion. There was a great deal 
of opposition in the Belyian Parliament, 
and when speeches were made on such 
occasions there was always a temptation 
to appeal to the patriotic instincts of 
an independent people, and he had no 
doubt that the Belgian Prime Minister 
was somewhat led away by the circum- 
stances of the moment. But the speech 
remained, and it had not been explained 
away. The Committee had no papers 
before them which could give them 
any understanding of the real situation. 


He gathered from the right hon. Gentle- 
SD | 
man’s hesitation that the Government | 


were not satisfied, because he said that 
the Government had received general 
assurances only, and that before the 
Government replied to Belgium’s last 
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sider. what course they might. find it 
necessary to pursue. That was a graye 
statement, and it suggested to the minds 
of those who listened to the right hon, 
Gentleman that he was not wholly 
satisfied. Anyone who read the White 
Paper and other papers which had been 
published, and the speeches delivered 
in the Belgian Parliament, must haye 
come to the conclusion that the funda 
mental evils which existed in the Congo 
under the present system were not being 
dealt with radically by the Belgian 
Parliament in the transfer that might 
be made. He referred to the question 
of concessions. The tight hon. Gentle. 
man said that assurances had_ been 
received from the Belgian Government 
that forced labour must come to an 
end. That sounded very well, but 
the right hon. Gentleman had allowed 
the Committee to see what was his 
view of forced labour coming to an 
end. It was that the native, if 
he was to have the position that was 
provided for him under the Berlin 
Act, must have an opportunity to trade, 
The natives must have rights in the 
products of the soil, and be able to buy 
and sell in currency to which the right 
hon. Gentleman had attached so much 
importance in his despatch. ‘The right 
hon. Gentleman had given great satis- 
faction when, he said that the position of 
the Government remained unchanged 
regarding this question as to the nights 
of the natives ; and he made it very clear 
to the Committee that concessions on the 
present basis, without any formal system 
being established by which land might 
be set apart for the natives, and a com- 
munal tenure of the land be granted 
to the natives would not be satisfactory. 
All that this Government could ask was 
that the communal system should be 
recognised, and that the land outside 
the plantations and outside the villages 
should be set apart for the benefit of 
the natives, otherwise the end of the race 
inhabiting the Congo Basin was sure. 
When civilisation came in, and at the 
same time the kind of concessions which 
now existed in the Congo came with It, 
the natives must either be forced to work 
or the system must break down and the 
country become bankrupt. It had beea 
said that the natives of the Congo woulh 


communication they must carefully con-|not be forced to work if the system 


Sir Gilbert Parker, 
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proposed by the Belgian Government 
was established, but it would come in 
the end to the same thing as long as the 
natives had not a right to trade in the 
products of soil, and the right of tenure 
which they had enjoyed from time im- 
memorial. At any rate it was the duty 
of the Government which took over the 
Congo to see that the vacant lands were 
set apart on a reasonable and impartial 
basis for the use of the natives. He 
hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
not think him in the least inappreciative 
of the great difficulties under which he 
had laboured. It was always difficult to 
intervene, even when we had the right, 
in the internal affairs of another 
country. We were obliged to do it 
with the consent of all the Powers in the 
case of Egypt. We had done it in the 
case of Macedonia ; but only successfully 
in the case of Egypt where we had the 
power to enter, to re-construct the 
administration, and to put our own 
people to work. Happily, in the case 
of Turkey it would seem as though the 
reforms would proceed from the inside, 
as all true reforms must proceed. The 
action of all the foreign nations could not 
produce true reform in Macedonia without 
the co-operation and consent of the 
Government primarily responsible, and 
we should not succeed with reforms in the 
Congo State unless the Belgian Govern 

ment co-operated with us and acceptec 

the principles of reform which we hac 

laid down, He sincerely hoped that th 

assurances which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had given in the past, and which he 
had renewed that night, but which still 
left them considerable anxiety with regard 
to the position of affairs, would be ful- 
filled, and that what the Government 
had striven for would be attained. He 
trusted that the right hon. Gentleman 
would be able when they met again in the 
autumn, if not before, to place before 
the country not only the assurance, but 
the simple fact that all that had been 


urged in previous debates in relation to | 


the Congo would be accomplished ; and 
thatthe Belgian Government, representing 
a great free, strong, and democratic 
people in modern Europe, would recognise 
that the system which had existed in the 
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| 


Congo was one which could not last in this | 


age of civilisation and at this time, when 


,of the 


every Kuropean nation understood the | 
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principles on which native races should 
be governed. 
and people recognised that, and made 


If the Belgian Government 


such a treaty of transfer as would incor- 
porate the two clear principles which this 
Government had laid, down,. then, he 
believed, this country, would once again 
have justified its pure humanitarianism 
and its real desire to assist those nations 
and those people who were struggling for 
better conditions. Happy were those 
free peoples who were too strong to be 
dispossessed, but blessed were they 
among nations who were prepared to eo 


strong with the rest. 


*Dr. RUTHERFORD (Middlesex, 
Brentford) expressed his pleasure that 


it was not our object. to isolate any 
particular Power in entering into an 
entente with other Powers. 


The fact, 


however, was that Germany was isolated 


and many felt that in the interests of 


the preservation of peace and the 
limitation of armaments the: policy of 
an entente should be extended to Germany. 
He trusted the Foreign Secretary would 
use his best endeavours to bring that 
state of things about. With regard to 
freedom, he must just say they were wit- 
nessing a spectacle such as he believed 
the world had never seen. They saw 
freedom in travail, in what would be called 
the Grand Conception, in India, Persia, 
Egypt, Russia, and Turkey. It was 
with that movement, as it related to 
Egypt, that he wished to deal. In 
Egypt there were two parties, the 
moderates, who wished to see self-govern- 
ment under British influence, and the 
extremists, who wished for full and 
complete independence.” There was, 
happily, no Clan-na-Gael party, or any- 
thing of that kind, in Egypt, and 
he was anxious that the Foreign 
Secretary should see that no such 
party was ever formed by a policy 
of coercion on our , part, and also 
by taking care that the *legitimate 
demands for reforms {by {the people 
should be no *longer ‘delayed. They 
all recognised that British rule in Egypt 
had been of undoubted benefit, but 
at the same time, Egypt to-day was in 
a position of political servitude which 
was unsatisfactory. The imperative needs 
country were self-government 
and extension of education, Some might 
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advocate that it would be better to| What the Egyptians were asking for, § He | 
educate first, but his view was that self- | and what he hoped the House woyli 20% 
government and education should be listen to and assist them to get, was , @ thet 
run together. We seemed unable to real Parliament with Ministers responsible § £° 
frame a scheme of education satisfactory to it, with power to legislate and to ad. | 1 
to the people. Although we were meet-| minister. At present the Ministers wer. § of f 
ing§the need for education in some | mere puppets in the hands of the British § 4a 
degree by introducing Arabic gradu-| advisers. If real power were given to the 
ally as the medium of teaching in the | Legislative Council and the Generl | SI 
higher schools, and by setting aside an | Assembly it was felt by many that the | said 
additional £100,000 this year, it | party system would be developed, electors § Gen 
must be realised, when only £374,000 | canvassed, elections hotly contested, § the 
was spent on all the Departments | and politicial life and character developed § 2s 

of education for the instruction of | in the country. A Parliament in Egypt § upo! 
12,000,000 of people, that that sum was | would be a tremendous force in the new § cou! 
wholly inadequate. At the elementary life of the country, and it was the business § Com 
schools there were only 24 per cent. of of England to give it to them at the § obje 
boys of school age in attendance. There earliest possible moment. It was said § bety 
were only four secondary schools pro- | that the capitulations were the great draw. was 
vided by the Government in the whole | back and bugbear to Egypt, but the § imp 
of Egypt, and there was no University | granting of self-government would be § first 
of modern character such as would be | one of the best means, after free institu. 9 elas 
recognised in this or any other European | tions had gained the confidence of the § to 2 
country. The El-Azhar was chiefly | foreign Powers, of getting rid of the § Sinc 
a theological college. There was now | capitulations. He and those who thought § rais 
a@ movement among the Egyptians with him felt there was no true national § min 
to establish a University of their own, | life, and could be none, in Egypt Jol ¢ 
and he would like to know why the! until these concessions were given. § 200 
Government could not arrange financially |He hoped the Foreign Secretary would § mix 
to he!p such an institution. In Cairo|at an early period turn his mind and § and 
there was a medical, a law, an engineering. | hand to this subject. The proposals of § mur 
and an agricultural school. Why could | Sir Eldon Gorst with regard to the Pro- § the 
not the Government amalgamate those, | vincial Councils had been condemned by § cate 
and let them form the basis of a Univer- | Egyptians, because their functions were § fron 
sity for Egypt? If such Universities | also of a merely advisory character. } For 
were established, they would be a great) Egypt was at the present moment J the 
benefit to the intellectual as well as the | a source of great weakness and J atte 
moral life of the people. With regard | danger from foreign complications to this ] Tha 
to self-government, Sir Eldon Gorst in| country. We could not get over that J Sec 
his first annual report argued against it, |if we ignored what was just and right 9 men 
because such a small percentage of electors | to the Egyptians. They were just a8 § duti 
voted in the first stage. The reasons| much entitled to govern their country J step 
were the complicated system of election, | as we were to govern our own, and until 9 to 

and the fact that the vast majority of | we recognised that justice could not be J ans 
the Egyptians looked upon the Legislative | done. He would like to quote the Jhon 
Council and the General Assembly, advice of the late General Gordon on J the 
which were» purely consultative and | this matter. General Gordon said— iner 
advisory bodies, as a sham and a fraud.) « po not take Egypt. Have a grip over it, § pub 
The remedy was simple; first, they | and give its people free institutions.” of 1 


should get rid of the system of electing Aver ol, they believed thet Liberalism Cus 
delegates to elect the members of these 26g c Eevoti Cha 
bodies and then give real power to the | “3% quite capable of solving the Egyptian aie 

é‘ ‘| riddle as it had solved most success 9 ‘8 


institutions themselves. These institu- . exis 
. Fe : fully the Transvaal and Orange River 9° 
tions were started under British auspices y the T B 













. r » Secre- ‘oul 

by Lord Dufferin, but they had not been Colony problems. He asked the Se e stat 
s . ; tary {of State for Foreign Affairs to) 

encouraged by this country. They had 4.1) them what his policy was. Anjg {te 

no power, no authority, and no reasonable attitude of laissz-faire or non possums | His 

mat 


or fair chance to show what was in them. | was unworthy of the great Liberal Party. | 
Dr. Rutherford. i 
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He hoped his policy was a big, real, and 
good step towards a solution. He knew 
there were risks attendant on 
government, but it was infinitely better 
to risk embarking Kgypt on the ocean 
of freedom than to let it remain in the 
dead sea of despotism. 


Sr F. BANBURY (City of London) 
said he wished to ask the right hon. 
Gentleman a question with regard to 
the alteration of the treaty with France 
as regards the imposition of duties 
upon certain goods imported from this 
country. 
Commission sitting in France with the 
object of revising the Customs tariff 
between this country and France, It 
was proposed to make alterations in the 
import duties on elastic fabrics. It was 
first proposed to raise the duty upon all 
elastic fabrics from 200 frs. minimum 
to 250 frs., with a maximum of 300 frs. 
Since then it had been proposed to 
raise the duty on silk goods from 200 frs. 
minimum to 400 frs., with a maximum 
of 600 frs., and on artificial silk from 
200 frs. minimum to 600 frs., with a 
mixinum of 900 frs., and on cotton 
and woollen goods from 250 frs. mini- 
mum to 300 frs. He was informed that 
the Foreign Office had been communic- 
cated with, and the reply of 7th July 
from the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs was to the effect that 
the whole question was engaging the 
attention of His Majesty’s Government. 


That morning he asked the Foreign | 
Secretary whether the French Govern- | 


ment proposed to increase the import 
duties on elastic tissues, and, if so, what 
steps the Government proposed to take 
to protect British interests. The 
answer he received was that the right 
hon. Gentleman did not know whether 
the French Government proposed to 
increase the import duties as no official 
publication had yet been made of any 
of the proposals put forward by the 
Customs Commission of the French 
Chamber of Deputies, which was now 
engaged in studying the revision of the 
existing French Customs tariff. How 
‘ould that answer be reconciled with the 
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Party: 





statement of 7th July that the whole 
question was engaging the attention of 
His Majesty’s Government? No answer 
it all was given 
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solf- | 


He was informed there was a | 


to the last part! 
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of his Question as to what steps the 
Government proposed to take to protect 
British interests. Perhaps the right hon. 
Gentleman thought it was impossible 
for him under the present one-sided 
system of free trade to take any steps 
to protect British interests. He was 
afraid that was a fact. He would, how- 
ever, be obliged to the right hon. Gentle- 
man if he would inform him whether it 
was possible for him to make represen- 
tations to the French Government upon 
this revision and increase in the duties 
which would undoubtedly destroy a 
large trade which existed between this 
country and France, and at a time when 
unemployment was rapidly increasing, 


Srr EDWARD GREY said there was 
no inconsistency in his answers. The first 
answer was that they were giving atten- 

| tion to the question, and it was as the 
| result of that attention that he was able 
to give the House of Commons the answer 
| to his second question. He was able to 
| give him the information contained in 
'the answer which had been given that 
| afternoon. He could tell him what the 
| position of the matter was. A French 
| Parliamentary Commission had for some 
| two years been considering what report 
| it should make on the question of Customs 
duties. Nobody yet knew what that 
report was. Jt had not been published. 
If he were to make representations to 
the French Government their answer 
would be that they did not know what 
the Report of the Parliamentary Com- 
mission was yet. When it was published 
they would have to consider it, and so 
it was impossible to give any reply until 
the draft was published and considered. 
Therefore, it was premature to consider 
the question as between the two Govern- 
ments at all. 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) 
said he felt considerable diffidence in 
addressing the Committee after the hon. 
Member for Brentford, who was able to 
speak with confidence of the feelings and 
wishes of all the Egyptians! His confi- 
dence was colossal. It was of that kind 
which was only characteristic of pro- 
found acquaintance or profound un- 
acquaintance with the subject. It was 
somewhat painful to those who had 
lived in Russia to hear the manner 
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in ‘which that Government was 
always referred to in that House, and 
though he believed he was the only 
Russian interpreter in the House he had 
had no opportunity to speak when the | 
deplorable debate on the King’s visit to 
the Czar took place, nor could he do 
more now than express his dissent | 
from what the hon. Member for Stirling 
Burghs had said, and he recommended 
him rather to go to Russia and live 
amongst the peasants, than to take the 
sentimental imaginations of popular 
writers as his guide. The subject to 
which he wished especially to refer was 
the Bagdad railway. Could the right 
hon. Gentleman tell them anything now | 
on this very important subject, which 
was a matter of pleasantry to ceriain hon. 
Members opposite, who hardly realised 
that it was a project of equal importance 
with the Suez Canal, in which this nation 
above all others was exceedingly in- 
terested. He understood that four new 
sections were to be made, and that the | 
Porte was now in a position, thanks 
to our permission, to raise their 
Customs duties by 3 per cent., to give the 
necessary kilometric guarantee. He did 
not know if the door was open to us still 
to participate financially in this great 
project, but if it was he trusted we should, 
or at any rate that we should ebtain 
some internationalisation or some power 
over the Gulf section, which would enable 
us to maintain the position we had hither- 
to had in the Persian Gulf, and in sur- 
rounding territory. He hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would be able to tell them 
that something was being done following 
on the Anglo-Russian Convention to get | 
control over the Northern shores of the 
Gulf and to obtain concessions there which 
might at any rate serve to keep other 
Powers out of concessions. He had | 
received a letter that morning from one | 
of the ports in the Gulf emphasising , 





the importance of a _ subject on | 
which he had several times interro- 
gated the right hon. Gentleman— | 


the great extent to which gun-running 
took place there. He was told that for 
three months in every year large cargoes 
of guns were run under the very bows 
of our gunboats, or at anyrate close by, | 
and were landed on the Northern shore, | 
and sent up countryg to Afghanistan. | 


Whether there guns came from England | 


Mr. Rees. 
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or Germany, they were destined to be 
fired at our own people. These questions 
were of as much importance as any others 
which had been debated, and even nowy 
perhaps the right hon. Gentleman would 
say a word or two upon them. 


Sirk WILLIAM BULL (Hammersmith) 


asked when the trial of the foy 
Englishmen in Antwerp was likely 
to come on. He knew the Forejgn 


| Office had interfered in one particular, 
'and they were acquitted of the first 


charges made against them. But since 
that another charge of stealing had been 
made against them, with the result that 
a trial was still hanging over them. 
Could the right hon. Gentleman give 
any assurance that the British Govem- 
ment would interfere. to have them 
brought to trial as quickly as pos. ible ? 


Sirk EDWARD GREY said he was 
unaware that this last point was to be 
raised, but he would make inquiries as to 
the present position of the trial. He 
asked to be excused from entering into 
the question of Egypt at that late hour. 
The question of the Persian Gulf and 
the Bagdad Railway was also of very 
great importance, for the construction 
of the railway must be of great interest 
to any country that had possessions in 
the East. But he did not know that 
either of these subjects lent themselves 
to public discussion at the present 
moment. If he did not deal with the 
various points raised, it was not because 
he did not admit their importance, but 
because there was considerable difficulty 
in making a public statement at that 
late hour. 


Question put, and agreed te. 


Resolutions to be reported. 


Crass I. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £37,000 
(including a Supplementary sum of 
£5,000), be granted to His Majesty, to 
complete the sum necessary to defray 
the charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1909, for Houses of 
Parliament Buildings.” 
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And, it being Eleven of the Clock, |saying that the Commissioners might 
the CHAIRMAN left the Chair to make | acquire the land although in the occu- 
his Report to the House. pation of a tenant bona fide farming 
the same, provided such tenant gave 

Resolutions to be reported upon | his consent in writing. It was perfectly 
Wednesday ; Committee also report | clear up to that point what the scope 
Progress; to sit again To-morrow. of the Act was, but it was evidentls 

aan felt that in drawing up tke Bill that if 

the tenant gave his consent it ought to 

EVICTED a en BILL override the Act of last Vear. What 
4ORDS 





was the effect of the proviso in the 
Bill? It was that the tenant should 
sign this particular consent in a parti- 


Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) ‘cular way. They were entitled to have 
it made clear that if the tenant was to 
Clause 1: |sign a consent which gave away the 


Me. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD | right he had to remain in possession of 
moved to insert after the word ** consent ” the land that consent had not been 
in line 9 the words “voluntarily and |extorted by intimidation, but had 
without intimidation.” In order to | Voluntarily been given. Briefly, that 
understand the nature of this clause,| was the effect of his Amendment. 
and the effect of this Amendment it was| If it could be shown that there 
necessary to go back for a few moments | had been any intimidation or that the 
to Section 1 of the Evicted Tenants {consent had not voluntarily been given, 
(Ireland) Act, 1907. By Section 1 of | the effeet of his Amendment would be 
that Act, which this particular Bill was | that the transaction could be upset. 
designed to patch up and alter, it was | and it would prevent the Commissioners 
provided that— | from expropriating that land and taking 

“Tf it appears to the Commissioners ex- it away trom the man who was bona fide 
pedient to acquire land for the purpose of this cultivating it when consent had been 
Act, and if they have offered to the person who | extorted from him in a way of which 
appears to be the owner of that land the amount 
which appears to the Commissioners to be its 
value, and if that amount has not been accepted | 
then the Commissioners may acquire the land | tary for Ireland had already said it 


the Committee, he was sure, would not 
approve. From what the Chief Secre- 


compulsorily.” was evident that he was going to propose 
By Section 3 of the Act passed last | to leave out all those words which would 
vear it was provided— give satisfactory security to the bona 


fide tenant in the transaction, and the 


* That untenanted lands should be so acquired é ; 
proper place to put that security in was 


unless in the occupation of a new tenant, or z 
unless the Commissioners think that the evicted | Where the word “ consent Was first 
tenant ought to be reinstated.” mentioned. It was on those grounds 
Then there was a proviso— that he proposed his Amendment. He 
1 ‘ begged to move 

“That no tenanted land should be acquired _— ; 
compulsorily which is in the possession or 


; , Amendment proposed— 
occupation of a bona fide tenant using or cul- propos d 


tivating the same as an ordinary farmer, in ** In page 1, line 9, after the word ‘ consent ” 
accordance with proper methods of husbandry. | to insert the words * voluntarily and without 
| intimidation.” "—(. Wr. William Rutherjord.) 


One would have thought that that was 

an exceedingly valuable proviso. It Question proposed, “* That those words 
was clear that the Commissioners were | be there inserted.” 

not to come and take away compulsorily | 

any land which was bona fide in the [ue CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
occupation of a bona fide tenant using | IRELAND (Mr. BIRRELL, Bristol, N.) 
and cultivating the same as an ordinary | said the hon. Member knew the law, and 
farmer in accordance with the proper | he knew that to insert these words would 
methods of husbandry. Now the whole | be contrary to all Parliamentary practice 
basis of this Act was designed to get | and an offence against the established 
rid of that proviso, and it started by | principles of legislation. 
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Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said| Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, §)) 
he was satisfied if it was clearly under-| expressed his intention to support 
stood that the consent had been obtained | the Chief Secretary. When they 
voluntarily and without intimidation.| voted on this question before, the 
He asked leave to withdraw the Amend-| view the Unionist Party took was 
ment. | that. if special powers were taken to 
| restore evicted tenants, thev should not 


| be exercised to the detriment of men 


Mr. BIRRELL moved the omis- | °¢cupying farms who did not desire to 
sion from the clause of words provid- vacate them. They devoted themselves 
ing that notice of the filing of consent | t® securing that a new tenant should not 
should be given to the landlord and | displaced unless he rig wielineersrtace”.. 
published in a local newspaper and that | P®TtY- The Amendment inserted in the 
the consent should not be acted upon | House ol Lords necessitated SO Great a 
if the landlord should satisfy the | delay _m restoring the evicted tenant 
judicial Commissioner that the tenant that it practically made the Act of 
had been compelled to give consent by no value. If a wre venant bn willing 
unlawful means. The intention of the | t° 89: and the conditions on which he was 
Act of last year was that anvbody who |asked to go were satisfactory and fair, 
held a farm from which somebody had | then Parliament laid it down that his land 
been evicted should not be removed | Should be acquired. Phere es had 
without his consent, even although | been any suggestion of an appeal to the 
compensation or another farm was offered | landlord as to whether he wished the 
to him. Therefore he had no objection tenant ae go or not. It must not be 
to so much of the Lords’ Amendment as overlooked that this weigh to bad 
related to that matter, and which re- siderable hardship to the landlord. 
quired that the tenant should in presence | After all, a landlord was Soy landlord - 
of two witnesses attach his name to the Ireland, just as much as in England or 
consent, but he could not agree to the Scotland, up to @ certain _ and i 
part of the Lords’ Amendment which | anything was done to deprive him of his 
aia. property he had reason to complain. It 

a ial ial i Dil tia a al should be remembered that this Bill 

NO or s g, being, re time | | : , . , ' an eee 
and manner prescribed, given to the landlord sought to amend an Act of Parliament 
of the land to which the consent applies, and | which attacked one landlord and had 
published - two sas ge issues = a brought the management of his estate to 
vaper circulating in the district in which such bli = oi en Se 

cirel t , > eve. » was going to 
ser is situate; and provided further that the Ra nic HP He oe Oe 
such consent shall not be acted upon if the | Criticise Lord Clanricarde’s management 


said landlord, or any other person interested | of his estate. It was not an unpopular 
in or having a claim upon the said lands, shall, | thing to hold up Lord Clanricarde to public 
after having an opportunity of being heard ws y : 
in the time and manner prescribed, satisfy the contempt, but there w as & great deal to 
Judicial Commissioner that the tenant was | be said on the other side. That, how- 
compelled or induced to give such consent by | ever, was not a subject which ought to 
intimidation or other unlawful means. be considered at that moment. Thev 
He thought that was unreasonable, | had passed deliberately an Act of Parlia- 
having regard to all the circumstances of | ment for a particular object, and it had 
the case. The original Act was not been proved bevond doubt that that 
intended to protect the landlord at all. | object must be defeated unless this 
The sole object of it was to protect the amending Bill were passed, He did not 
actual tenant, and to secure that, he! think that the Committee could ask the 
should not be removed until he had | Chief Secretary to go further than he had 
indicated his consent. done. On behalf of himself and_ his 
friends, having regard to what was said 
and done in that House and in the House 
of Lords, he said it would be impossible 
|for them, if they were to be consistent 
Question proposed, “That the words with the declarations they had made and 
proposed to be left out stand part of the the attitude they had assumed, not to 
Bill.” ‘agree with the Government in the course 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘*In page 1, line 13, to leave out from the 
word ‘Commission’ to the end of the clause.” 
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which they proposed. That course was 
the only one to take in the circumstances. 
Although there was a deplorable amount 
of intimidation in Ireland which ought 
to be prev vented, it was not the way to 
prevent it by refusing to pass this amend- 
ing Bill. It could only be prevented by 
better administration of the law, a 
subject, however, which could not be 
discussed at present. With the caveat 
of expressing profound regret at what was 
really Ireland, he should 
offer no opposition to the Bill. 


going on in 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that although he was entitled to look 
with suspicion on any proposals brought 
up in the middle of the night, he thought 
after the explanation given by the Chief 
Secretary it was quite proper to leave 
out the words proposed to be omitted. 
Believing that the interest of the tenant 
would be sufficiently secured, he agreed 
that the Amendment should pass. 


Question, That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the clause,” 
put, and negatived. 

agreed to. 


(“ause. as amended, 


(Clauses 2 and 3 agreed to. 


Bill reported ; as amended, to be con- 
idered To-morrow. 


COMPANIES BILL 


Considered in Committee. 


| LorDs]}. 


(In the Committee.) 


Clause 1: 


Mr. RAWLINSON 
versity’) sad he 
\mendment 


Uni- 
the 
hame of 
King- | 
** Possession ” 
words ‘to which this | 
and,” These words led 
clause which was also on 
i¢ Paper in the name of the hon. and 
imed Member for Kingston— 
‘(1) His Majesty may by Order in Council 
ay this Act to any British Possession where 


is Majesty is satisfied that by the law of such 
rossession a company inc orporated in the 


(Cambridge 
wished to 
standing in the 
learned Member for 
the word 


move 


e hon. and 
ton, after 
the 
applies, 


DtoO a new 


' insert 
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| he saw no real necessitv for them. 


| confined its 





ited Kingdom and having a place of business 
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in such Possession is entitled to priviléves similar 
to those conferred by this Act. (2) His Majesty 
in Coancil may revoke any such Order when it 
appears that the law of the British Possession 
has been so altered that it would not authorise 
the making of an Order under this section.” 


The Bill proposed to give power to 
certain companies to hold land in England 

. power which they had not at.present. 
When the matter w: 
Second 


ts discussed on the 
teading it was paturally agreed 


that it was necessary to prevent un- 
desirable companies springing up here 
and getting the benefits of the Bill 


while they were ye subject to proper 
restrictions. The ol ject of the Amend- 
ment w apply i Act only where 
the laws of the 
which the Act would apply 
safeguarded the interests of investors 


as to 
Colonv or Possession to 


properly 


Amendment proposed 
‘In page 1. line 5, after the word ‘ Posses- 
sion,’ to insert the words *to which this Act 


applies, and.’ ””"—(.Mr. Rawlinson.) 


(Question prop sed, ** That those words 


there inserted.” 


*THe PARLIAMEN 
TARY To THE 
(Sir H. Kearcey, 
had the 


‘TARY SECRE- 
BOARD or 1 RADE 
Devonport) said he had 
opportunity of speaking to 
the hon. and learned Member for King- 
with regard to these Amendments, 
and when the learned Gentle- 
man explained to him what he wanted, 
The 
and learned Gentleman spoke speci- 
the Channel Islands. 


ston 


hon. and 


hon. 


ally of Only so 


recently as last vear they had had a 
most important conference with the 
Channel Islands’ authorities with refer- 


| ence to their bringing their laws up to such 


& point as the recurrence 
of the evils xssociated with the promotion 


to prevent 


of certain companies in these Islands. 
That G mn ference had ‘ lready b rie 
| good fruit. Jersey had alre dy passed 


a law by which they gave no registration 
to a company in that Island unless it 
operations to Jersey. As 
regarded Guernsey, the authorities met 
them to a ble extent. Their 
law did not go so far as that of Jersey, 
but it had been already brought up to 
the point which satisfied the Board of 
Trade here. They had accepted our 
Companies Acts of 1890, 1893 and 1900, 


M 


considera 
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As the House was aware the Government | 
had a Consolidation Bill in hand which 
would incorporase these and last year’s 


Companies 


Act. A draft copy had been submitted | 


to Guernsey and he had every hope thai 
they would adopt it. 
cumstances the hon. 
for Kingston was good enough to say 
that the case he wanted to provide for 
had been met; and, therefore, he asked 
the hon. and learned Member to withdraw 
the Amendment. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD 
thought it was a great pity that the 
Bill now before the Committee had 
any restrictive or limiting words what- 
ever. He should have thought that 
it would have been the right thing 
to see English companies incorporated 
abroad. 


*THe CHAIRMAN said that the hon. 
Member not in order in that line 
of discussion. 


was 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD siid 
he might be in order in proposing a 
further Amendment by inserting the 
words ‘in British Possessions or else- 
where abroad.” 


*THE CHAIRMAN said that the hon. 
Member could not move that now. 


Mr. RAWLINSON said that though 
he was hardly satisfied with the hon. 
Gentleman’s explanation he would not 
press the Amendment. 

Amendment 


Leave To withdraw 


refused. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that all he desired to make clear was that 
in England we had a large number of 
companies formed and registered and 
which did business in Britislf Possessions 


as well as every other country on the 
face of the globe. When they found 
there were restrictions there was not a 


business man who did not wonder why 
there were these stupid restrictions to 
prevent business being done in the 
particular country. But when they 
found there were similar’ restrictions 
here with reference to companies in 
British Possessions, and that they were 


Sir H. Kearley. 
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Under these cir- | 
and learned Member | 
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not permitted to hold land in this country, 
then they thought it was only reasonable 
that there should be restrictions against 
us. He hoped the Committee would 
| agree with him that all these restrictions 
should be swept away, and that it should 
be made as easy as possible between 
|one country and another. He regretted 
| this Amendment because, although 
would do something in the direction 
of these restrictions being swept away, 
it did not go to the extent he would 
like to see it go. 


| 


Amendment negatived. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD 
moved to add after ‘‘ 1907,” the words 
“and complied with all the other require- 
ments of Section 35 including an 
address to which notices might be 
sent or at which they might be served 
in accordance with such section.” He 
said that the Amendment made it clear 
that, if a company registered abroad 


desired to do business in the United 
Kingdom, it must have the name 
and an address of a person in the 


United Kingdom on whom notice could 
be served and to whom process could be 
sent. It was to this particular section 
that the clause now before the Committee 
referred. If a company registered 
a British Possession desired to own land 
in England, it was now required to 
comply with Section 35, subsections (a), 
(b), (c) of the Act of 1907; “(a)” 
required a company to file a certified 
copy of its memorandum or ™ charter 
or statutes: ‘(b)” said i _must file 
a list of the directors ; nF Cc) 
it must give the names and aa 
of one or more persons authorised to 
accept service. Why should there le 
a distinction made between a company 
which wanted to carry on 
England and a company which simply 
wanted to own land? This Bill wanted 
to make a portion of Section 35 of the 
Act of 1907 applicable to the company 
which wished to own land in England, 
requiring it to send in a list of its 
a ‘tors. But, supposing they did send 
1 list, if they did not go on filing 
one of Vvear to year, in nine or tel 
|vears time it would ke a list of dead 
people. What was the object of leaving 
out the other requirements of the Act of 


‘ sald 


business In 
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lat vear’? He proposed that all 
requirements of Section 35 of that Act 
should apply, and he would give two 
illustrations to show how necessary it 
was. Supposing a company owning 
land refused to pay rates, there would be 
no person on whom notice could be 
served. At present it was clear that 
no company cou'd own land in this 
country unless it had got an address 
at which notice might be served; but 
if this Bill were passed in its present 
shape, it need not have an address, the 
list of directors might be an old list, 
and the articles or statutes of the com- 


the 


pany might have been altered fifty 
times without any of the alterations 


having been registered. If all the pro- 
visions of Section 35 of the Act of 1907 
were applicable to a company which did 
business in England, they ought to 
be applicable to a company which 
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35 which said that “a process shall be 
sufficiently served if it is left at that 
address,” was left out. What was the 
object of providing for an address if 
they left out those words? Then why 
should not a company owning land in 
this country have to file a summary of 
its affairs at Somerset House the same 
as any other company, and be liable to the 
same fine of £50 if it broke any of the 
provisions of the He main- 
tained that any common-sense man 
would insist upon these provisions being 
incorporated in the present Bill. 


section ? 


Sir H. KEARLEY: hon. 
Member make com- 


panies exempt from the provisions / 


the 
these 


Does 


suggest we 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 


he certainly suggested, that because they 


| took certain subsections and said they 


simply owned land here, and he sub- | 


mitted that the Bill ought not to be 
accepted unless it was amended in that 


vay. 


Amendment proposed 


after the word * 19u7. 
to insert the words * and complied with all the 
ther requirements of Section — thirty-five 
including an address to which all notices or 
processes may be sent or served in accordance 
with such section, and continues from time to 
time to comply therewith. ”—(VUr. William 
Rutherford.) 


“In page 1, line 9, 


Question proposed, ** That those words 
he there inserted.” 

Sir H. KEARLEY said he could 
assure the hon. Member that thev had 
secured all they wanted and that there 
Was nO necessity to draft the whole of 
the provisions of the section of the Act 
of last vear into the clause. The main 
provision of the section was made appli- 
cable, and they were satisfied that no 


would be able take 


company to an 
mproper advantage of the Bill. Under 
certain circumstances the other pro- 


visions of the section of the Act of 1907 
would also apply. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that no provision was made for the filing 
of any alterations in the company’s 
articles or statutes or in the list ef 
2 of Section 


directors, and subsection 


| outside 


| the 


should apply to companies owning land 
in this country but thev did not 
intend to include the rest of the matters 
which were included in the 
(a), (b) and (c). They were 
entitled to complain that the President 
of the Board of Trade was not there. 
He supposed he should not be in order 
to move to report progress, but at all 
events he desired to press his Amend- 
ment. 


section 


Mr. MARKHAM (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) said as he was responsible for 
these paragraphs, and the Government 
had accepted his Amendments relating 
to paragraphs (a) and (b) of Clause 35 of 


Companies Act of last vear, he 


| thought the Secretary to the Board of 
| Trade would be well advised in having 


the memorandum and 
articles of association registered at 
House. He had an Amend- 


ment moved that all companies regis- 


alterations in 


Somerset 


|tered abroad with transfer offices in 
this country should deposit their 
Articles and Memorandum of Associa- 


tion together with a list of their share- 


| holders and the Government accepted 


| that Amendment. 


It was very careless 
on his part not to have put down in the 
same paragraph an Amendment to the 
effect that any alterations in the Memor- 
andum and Articles of Association should 
be at once registered at Somerset House ; 
otherwise the articles might be altered 
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from time to time foreign countries 
where British companies were registered 


and they have no knowledge of it. He | 


hoped the Under-Sec retary would on the 
Report stage introduce such Amendments 
as would cover that point, which would 
be helpful in finding out exactly the posi- 
tion of these companies. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
thatif the hon: Gentleman would assure him 
that in the meantime the matter should 
be looked into with a view of seeing 
whether there were not some other pro- 
vision in Section 35 that ought to be 
included, he would withdraw the Amend- 
ment. 


*Sir H. KEARLEY said that Section 35 
applied to every company incorporated 
outside the United Kingdom which had a 
place of business in the United Kingdom 
or a transfer office. Therefore, these 
particular Colonial companies in whose 
interest the Bill was being passed, only 
got the benefit of the Bill provided they 
were carrying on business in this country. 
If they were, the section in its entirety 
would apply to them. It was specified 
in the Bill that they must comply with (a), 
(b), and (ec), which he thought was suffi- 
cient for the purpose. Section 35 of the Act 
of 1907 applied to all companies, whether 
foreign or Colonial, if they carried on 
business in this country. 


Mr. RAWLINSON: Is 
restriction in this Bill to 


there any 
companies 
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carrying on business in this country ? 
A company may fall under this Act 
not under the 1907 Act. 
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and 


Str H. KEARLEY said the Act only 
applied to companies established in 
British and carry ing on 
business here. It had nothing whatever 
to do with ordinary businesses carried on 
here. 


Possessions 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
thet if a company registered in a British 
Possession carried on business here it 
must comply with the whole of the 35th 
Section. But this Act would clearly only 
benefit a company registered in a British 
possession which did not carry on business 
here and was not complying with the 
whole Act but simply desired to own land, 
and the right hon. Gentieman’s Bill was 
to allow that company to own land 
without complying with the whole section 
and without carrying on business, and it 
did not apply to a company that was 
carrying or. business here at all. 


Sir H. KEARLEY said that was 
exactly what the Bill did apply to. It 
applied to companies carrying on business 
here which were incorporated in British 


Possessions. 
Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 32; 
Noes, 168. (Division List No. 225.) 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn Sir Alex. F 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

Banner, John 8S. Harmood- 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks | 
Bowles, G. Stewart | 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Carlile, E. Hildred 
Cecil, Lord John P. 
Clive, Perey Archer 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Dalrymple, Viscount 


Gibbs, G. 
Gordon, J. 
Gretton, John 


Hunt, 


Joicey- 


Forster, Henry William 
A. ( Bristol, West ) 


Hamilton, Marquess o* 

Hill, Sir Clement 

Houston, Robert Paterson’ 
Rowland 1 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Morrison- Bell, Captain 

Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Pee! 


Scott. Sir S. (Marylebe ne, W.) 

Starkey, John R. 

Stavele »y-Hill, Henry (Statf'sh.) 

Talbot. Lord E. (¢ ‘hiche ster)i 

Valentia, Viscount 

Williams, Col. R. (Dorsct, W. 

Younger, George 

i 

TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Watson Rutherford and Mr. 
Hugh Barrie. 


NOES. 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Adkins, W. Ryland D. 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 


Asquith, 


Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Rt.Hn. Herbert Henry 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George | Bellairs, Carlyon 


Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 
Beck, A. Cecil 


Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) | Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) | Berridge, T. H. D. 


Mr. Markham. 
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Bowerman, C. W. 

Bright, J. A. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brunner, J. F. L.(Lanes., Leigh) | 
Bryce, J. Annan | 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, W. J. D. 

Byles, William Pollard 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 

Cleland, J. W. 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
(ollins,Sir Wm.J.(S. Pancras, W 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Craig, Herbert J. (Tynemouth) 
(Crostield, A. H. 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies,Sir W. Howell( Bristol,S) 
Duckworth, James 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Essex, R. W. 

Esslemont, George Birnie 
Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gill, A. H. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Rt Hn SirW. Brampton 
Harcourt, Robert V.( Montrose) 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil 
Harmsworth, R L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, W.E.( Derbyshire, N.E) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 


Clause 2: 


Question put, “ That the 
part of the Bill.’ 


The Committee proceeded to a division. 


Mr. JosepH Pease and the Master of 


ELIBANK were appointed 
the Ayes, and, there being 


willing to act as Tellers for the Noes, the 
Chairman declared that the Ayes had it. 


Clause agreed to. 
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Holland, Sir William Henry 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geotfrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Lev y( Essex, Harwich) 
Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down,S.) 
M*Hugh, Patrick A. 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mantfield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 

Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Mond, A. 

Morrell, Philip 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,Charies N.( Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nugent, Sir Waiter Richard 
Nuttall, Harry 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Peace, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 


clause stand 





Tellers 


no Members 


| done. 
for | 
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Priestley, W.E.B.( Bradford, E.) 
Radford, G. H. 

Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts,Sir JohnH.( Denbighs. ) 
Robinson, S. 

Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. EF. Newman 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Scarisbrick, is PP L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Scott, A.H.( Ashton under Lyne 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Colonel 

Shackleton, David James 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Stanger, H. Y. 

Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, FE. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, H. J. ( Berwickshire) 
Thomas,David Alfred( Merthyr 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Thorne, William (West Ham) 
Tomkinson, James 
Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Walsh, Stephen 
Ward,John(Stoke upon Trent) 
Ward, W.Dudley(S’thampton) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, John Catheart( Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 
White, Sir George ( Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras,S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 
Wood, T. M'Kinnon 
TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 


Joseph Pease and Master of 


Elibank. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD, on 
a point of order, asked the 
under Standing Order 30, to record him 
as having voted against the 
agreed to by the House. 


Chairman, 


clause just 


That 


cannot be 


Bill reported, without Amendment ; 
read the third time, and passed, without 
| Amendment. 
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PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
* That Clause 1 stand part of the Bill.” 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
he felt bound to look with the greatest 
suspicion upon Bills brought in like this 
in the middle of the night, and he should 
move to leave out Clause 1. His object 
was to get some explanation from the 
Government as to how the money was 
made up which was mentioned in para- 
graph (a), and that for Ireland referred 
to in paragraph (6). It seemed to him 
that to ask the Committee of the House 
to pass a section like that without any 
discussion or any explanation from the 
responsible Minister was an unreasonable 
proposal. The section involved no less 
than £3,000,000 for England and £700,000 
for Ireland. These were large figures. 
and the Committee were entitled to some 
details before they agreed to the clause. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
TO THE TREASURY (Mr. Hopuovuse. 
Bristol, E.) said that the explanation 
was a simple one, and could be given 
to the Committee in a few words. 
The mention of the sum of £3,000,000 
in the clause did not necessarily mean 
that the amount in question was to be 
spent in its entiretv. As a matter of 
fact, it was a sum within which the Com- 
missioners and 
which they could net go without the 


could borrow bevond 


assent of the House of Commons. The 
sum was the same as that taken last 
vear, and £500,003 Jess than the sum 
taken in the vear before that. The 


amount mentioned in the Bill had, in fact, 
always been about the same. Of course 
the figures were inserted as the result of 
the knowledge possessed by the Treasury, 
who had some anticipations of the de- 
mands which were likely to be made by 
local authorities and others in the course 
of the year. These sums were put down 
in the Bill with the idea of leaving a 
sufficiently wide margin to meet all 
reasonable contingencies. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD asked 


whether in lending the balance of the 
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£3,000,000 the House of Commons had 


in any way to be consulted. Who were 
the authorities that had to decide whether 
loans were to be made out of this money ? 
Was there any control exercised by the 
House of Commons over the money ? 
These were points that needed to ‘be 
explained for the information of the 
Committee. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said there was no 
actual expenditure of money at all. It 
only meant giving authority to public 


works. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD re- 
marked that the House of Commons had 
no control over the works on which the 
money Was spent. 


Mr. MARKHAM asked whether any 
portion of the money related to the 
Housing and Town Planning Bill. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE thought there was 
a section of the Bill now in Committee 
upstairs which referred to housing, but 
the Bill under discussion at that moment 
did not cover that. 


Clause agreed to. 


Clause 2: 

Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD 
moved to omit the clause in order to 
ask whether the hon. Gentleman 2 
charge of the Bill could tell them 
the meaning and effect of the clause. He 
gathered they were absolutely writing 
oif sums, some of which were exceedingly 
paltry, but at the same time there were 
large Under Clause 2, in fact. 
considerable sums of from 
that Department in past years had beer 
lost or were now to be wiped out. That 
was to say, the money had = dis- 
appeared. These sums when they were 
authorised did not come before the 
House in detail, the House simply 
authorising a limit of £2,000,000, and i 
was found every year that a considerable 
portion of that money authorised to be 
borrowed had been lost, and the House 
was asked to write it off. What did they 
see in the list of items that were bemg 
written. off? He found when he looked 
at the schedule to which the section 
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referred that they were asked to 
write off a sum of 2s. 9d. No; 
the gentleman in question had 13s. 
éd. lent to him and _ had _ paid 


9s, 9d. off the money. It was a very 
praiseworthy thing on his part, but being 
an Irishman. he could not help paying the 
money. He owed 10s. 9d. more, but that 
10s. 9d. the Government had found out, 
having instituted an inquiry no doubt, 
was not recoverable. It was a bad debt. 
Therefore they were to lose it and they 
were to pass an Act of Parliament now 
to say that it was gone. When they 
looked at the next item they found—— 


*Toe CHAIRMAN: This is not the 
time to discuss the items of the schedule 
in detail. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
he bowed to the Chairman’s ruling. 
He regretted that he was betraved into 
discussing the items of the schedule. 
but that was not done for the purpose 
of picking out an item and saying it 
should not be disallowed. 
It was really done, if he might respect- 
fully submit. for the purpose of illus- 
trating the clause under discussion, which 
said that these amounts were to be 
absolutely wiped out. It was not cniv 
trivial matters such as those to which 
he had referred, but there were enormous 
sums which were to be similarly dealt 
with. It would be out of order fo> him 
to give the exact figures of these amounts, 
but they totalled upwards of £100,090 
an! it was a very serious matter indeed 
that they should be kept there at twenty 
inutes past twelve at night and asked 
to wipe out all these sums with practi- 
cally no explanation, or chance of ex- 
planation, or discussion in that House. 
He did not know whether it was part 
of our Constitution that these loans 
should come before the House for 
confirmation or not, but certainly 
when they were lost and the House 
was asked to wipe them out they 
should know what they were and why 
the amount should be written off. There- 
lore he wished respectfully to insist on 
moving his Amendment that Clause 2 
be omitted from the Bill unless he could 
get some reasonable explanation from 
the hon. Gentlemen in charge as to 
the items which had been lost and how 


sheuld or 
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the amounts to be written offtwere fixed. 
He thought it was most unreasonable. 
When he looked across the House he 
saw Members on the opposite side who 
came in pledged to economy, and then 
voted with their mouths practically closed 
on matters touching over £100,000. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said the whole 
reason for the position was that the 
clause was a clause repeated in every 
Act of a similar character every year. 
It wrote off in one column or another 
of the schedule either the principal or 
the interest of the money advanced. 
The whole details cf transactions were 
stated in a paper circulated in the House 
two days ago. 


Clause agreed to. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that he had no desire to waste the time 
of the House and he would reserve further 
observations for the schedule except in 
regard. to Clause 6. With regard to 
Clauses 3, 4, and 5, as to which he had 
given notice of Amendments he would not 
move. 


Clauses 3, 4, and 5 agreed to. 

Clause 6: 

Mr. HOBHOUSE said he moved an 
Amendment the object of which, he said, 


was to make clear the purpose 
of the Act. 


quite 


Amendment proposed— 

‘In page 4, line 1, to leave out the words 
‘any of the purposes for which,’ and to insert 
the words ‘ the acquisition of land or the pur- 
chase, erection, construction, alteration, oT 
enlargement of any building or permanent 
work by.’ "—(Ur. Hobhouse.) 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


Str A. ACLAND-HOOD said that the 
words were inserted in agreement with 
the Opposition who had some doubt as 
to the meaning of the words of the original 
Bill. 

Lorp BALCARRES: Does this cover 


ranges ? 
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Mr. HOBHOUSE: Yes. 


Question put, and negatived. 


Question put “That those words be 
there inserted.” 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD moved 
to amend the proposed Amendment, so 
that it would read ‘‘the payment of 


monies necessarily required to be ex- | 


pended in connection with the acquisition,” 
etc. He moved because he himself was 
the trustee of certain properties which had 
been occupied for the last twenty years 
by a battalion in connection with the 
Army. The lease of that property had 
been taken for all these vears in the name 
of the colonel of the regiment. The lease 
expired just as the County Association 
was coming into power. A new lease 
was sought to be negotiated and what 
was the position ¢ The Association said 
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pended in connection with the acquisition 
of land,” they would see that they were 
simple words which would enable business 
to be properly carried on and enable 
these County Associations to do what any 
| public body ought in reason to have 
| power to do, to spend any money reason- 
| ably required for the purpose of acquiring 
land. : 


Mr. HOBHOUSE thought that these 
words were hardly necessary. The ques- 
tion of payment did not arise. The 
proposal before the Committee was 
merely to extend the powers of the 
Public Works Loans Commissioners, 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that the hon. Gentleman did not 
| approve of the words he had suggested 
he would, in order to save the time of 
the Committee, ask leave to withdraw 
| them. 


as 


they had power to take the lease but no | 


power to pay the paltry stamp. 


An HON. MEMBER: Write it off. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said | 


that what he wished to point out was that 
if County Associations were really to have 


proper powers of acquiring land as it was | 


contemplated under the Act of last vear 
they should be given powers not only to 


acquire land but to pay the cost of ac- | 


quiring it. Difficulties had arisen all 
over the country in connection with the 
Territorial Force. All kinds of technical 
points had cropped up. To his know- 
ledge property that had been acquired 
and taken over by these battalions had 
been hanging fire because of the difficulty 
that had been found in getting money. 
If they looked at the Act of last vear 
they would find that the Army Council 
was empowered provide — these 
local County Associations with sufficient 
money to carry on their business. Why 
had they not done that ? 


to 


THe CHAIRMAN: That does not arise 
on this Amendment. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD 
submitted that if they looked at 
the full meaning of these words 
which he suggested, ** The payment of 
monies necessarily required to be ex- 


Amendment to the proposed Amend- 
ment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD 
| moved as an Amendment to the original 
Amendment to insert after the word 
by ” the words “or for.” He said 
'that if they referred to the original Act, 
to which this was supposed to be an 
Amendment by way of elasticity, it was 
made clear that any of these transactions 
might be done by or for the County 
Association in each case. In each case 
he came across as a matter of business 
connected with the County Association 
the work had been done for them and 
not by them. The which they 
took were in the name of the principe! 
Secretary of State, and were not taken 
by the County Associations at all 
Under these circumstances he thought 
the Committee would see the reason- 
ableness of his proposal that the section 
should read: “* The acquisition of land 
or the purchase, erection, construction , 
alteration, or enlargement of any building 
or permanent work by or for a County 
Association.” He hoped the Amend- 
ment would be accepted. 


leases 


Amendment proposed to the proposed 
Amendment— 


“ After the word ‘by’ to insert the words 
‘or for.’ "—(Mr. W. Rutherford.) 
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Question proposed, “ That those words | 
be there inserted.” 





Mr. HOBHOUSE thought 
moment’s reflection would make 
clear to the hon. Gentleman that the | 
of these words would enor- | 
mously increase the powers of the Secre- | 
tary of State and defeat the restriction | 
which in accordance with the wishes of | 
hon. Gentlemen opposite was inserted | 
in the original Amendment to the Bill. 


a | 
al 
it | 


inser 10h 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that he would not propose this Amend- 
ment if the Secretary to the Treasury 
put the matter in that way. 


Amendment to the proposed Amend- 
ment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 


Amendments proposed— 


“Tn page 4, line 3, to leave out the words 
‘is for the time being authorised by,’ and to 
insert the words ‘ in pursuance of,’ ”’ 


“Tn page 4, line 51, to leave out the words | 
‘to borrow.’ ’—(.Vr. Hobhouse.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


(‘lauses, as amended, agreed to. 


Schedule Ps 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that he should certainly have been con- 
tent to have allowed the schedule to 
pass without question if the hon. Gentle- 
man in charge of the Bill had given 
them some short explanation as to what 
the very different items contained in 
He knew the hon. Gentleman 
had said that they were set out in some 
paper that had been published, but it 
was only in Committee that Members 
could go into these matters in detzil, 
ud especially when they came up, as 
they did now, in the middle of the night, 
‘ Was important that they should not 
'e allowed to slip through without some 
‘amination. He very much objected 
‘) some of the items in the schedule, 
sid he contended that the Committee 


it Were, 
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were entitled to an explanation on the 
subject. 
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Mr. HOBHOUSE said that the smaller 


items and the exact circumstances ot 


| each case were set out in the White Paper 


presented to the House on 20th July. 
He thought it would be taking up the 
time of the Committee unnecessarilv 
if he were to read out from a Parlia- 
mentary Paper, which was available to 


| all, the particulars connected with each 


of the items. The fact that these items 
were set out in the White Paper referred 
to only showed, in his view, how care - 
fully the Treasury did its work. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD ex- 


plained that the reason why he asked 


| this question was that, on reference to 
| the White Paper, he found that the 


schedule was somewhat illusory. For 
instance, if they took the last two items 


|in the schedule they found a loan of 


£55,000 to the Waterford and Wexford. 
now the Fishguard and Rosslare Rail- 
ways and Harbour Company, in regard 


|to which a sum of £7,053 19s. 6d. had 


to be written off. Not onlv was that 
the case, but some of the principal sum 
of £53,000 had already been written 


| off, together with £13,980 17s. 4d. for 


interest. There was no elear_ state- 
ment of this fact in the schedule, and 
it was necessary to examine very closely 


‘into the Bill to get at the true bearings 


of the transaction, which, looked at 
from every point of view, was a very 
serious one having regard to the loss 
it had entailed. Then in regard to 
the Limavady and Dungiveen Railwey 
Company, he found that £19,601 was 
advanced, and no less a sum than £17,601 
had to be written off, besides a loss in 
interest amounting to £12,2525s. ld. He 
thought that when the Minister in charge 
of a Bill presented them with a schedule 
of that description and did not choose 
to give them an explanation of what 
the items were, they were quite within 
their rights in making effective a 
protest as possible. 


as 


Schedule agreed to. 


Bill reported, as amended, to be con- 


| sidered this day. 
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EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. Clause 2: 
Considered in Committee. | 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1: 


Question proposed, “ That the clause 
stand part of the Bill.” 


— ; Mr. CONOR O’KELLY (Mayo, N,) 

Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD (Lei-| asked who was the Minister in charge 
cester) said he wished to ask for] of the Bill, as he wished to say one oy 
the ruling of the Chairman on an | two words on subjects connected with the 
Amendment he had to propose. The | clause. 
real substance of his Amendment 
was to leave out Part H., but in| giz 4, ACLAND HOOD remarked that 
order to secure his object he thought | there ought to be some Minister . 
it would be necessary for him to move | charge of the Bill. He had sat in th 
to leave out Part I. to begin with. House for many years while this Bil 

a ; oe ; ; had annually passed through Committee, 

*THe CHAIRMAN said that this point and he had never known it to be taken 
arose on the Schedule, and he thought} without some Minister being definitely 
the hon. Member had better reserve | ~ 
his Amendment till that was reached. 





‘in charge of the proceedings. 


| 


' . : Mr. HOBHOUSE: I am in charge 
Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD said | of the Bill. . 


that if they turned to the Schedule they 
would find that there was only one Act Sir A. ACLAND-HOOD : Is the hon. 
included in Clause 2. He wished to} Gentleman responsible for all the Act 
know whether, if Part I, was left in,| mentioned in the Bill? 1 think th 
it would not prejudice his opportunity 
of moving the deletion of Part II. from 
the Schedule. 


action of the Government is unsatis- 
factory, and I move to report Progress. 


a ane . THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 

*THe CHAIRMAN said that, as he | tHE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Gap 
understood, the hon. Member desired to 
move the omission of the Unemployed 
Workmen Act. 1905. He desired to 
know whether, if the Committee passed 
Part I. of this Bill, it would make it 
necessary that there should be a Part IT., | Sr A. ACLAND-HOOD said he 
so that the Unemploved Workmen Act collected the right hon. Gentleman a great 


would have to stand part of it. | lea longer than twenty-five years age, 
| long before he was Junior Lord. In those 


days he was a great footballer and he al- 


sTONE Leeds, W.): This is quite in ac 
cordance with the usual practice. Whe 
| was Junior Lord twenty-five v 
| used to be in charge of this Bill. 


ea@rs ag 


Te: 


Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD - said 
that what he then wished to know was | 
whether if they passed lines 5 to 7 in- 
‘lusive in the second paragraph of the 
tirst section, that would not still more 
yrejudice his Motion. 


| ways plaved the game. There were three 
Amendments down to the Schedule 
regard to which the Minister ought to be 

| there to explain. He moved to report 


| progress. 


' *THE CHAIRMAN : I see that the | Motion made, and Question put, *¢ Phat 
10n. Member means the preamble. That the Chairman do report progress, and ask 

comes after the Schedule, and therefore | Joave to sit again.” —(Sir A. Acland-Hood.) 

we are not passing the preamble at all | 
t the present moment. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 34: 
Clause 1 agreed to. | Noes, 137. (Division List No. 226.) 
AYES. 
\cland-Hood,Rt Hn.SirAlex. F, Balearres, Lord Beach, Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Arkwright, John Stanhope | Banner, John S. Harmood- Bowles, G. Stewart 


Ashley, W. W. | Barrie, H.T.(Londonderry,N.) | Bridgeman, W. Clive 
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Carlile, E. Hildrea 

Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
(live, Perey Archer 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Dalrymple, Viscount 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gordon, J. 

(Gretton, John 

Hamilton, Marquess of 

Hill, Sir Clement 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland D, 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Brodie, H. C. : 
Brunner, J.F.L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
sryce, J. Annan 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, W. J. D. 

Byles, William Pollard 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 

illins. Sir Wm.J.(S. Pancras, W 


Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett.C H(Sussex,E.Grinst’d 
Craig, Herbert J. (Tynemouth) 
( A. H. 

Davies,Sir W. Howell( Bristol,S. 
Duckworth, James 

Duncan, (.( Barrow-in- Furness 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Hssex, R. W. 

Esslemont, George Birnie 
Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gill, A. H. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Gulland, John W 

Harcourt, Robert V.( Montrose) 
Hardie,J. Keir( Merthyr Tydvil) 
Harmsworth, R.L, (Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, W.E.( Derbyshire, N.E,. 


rostield, 


Clause agreed to. 


s ‘hedule ° 


Mr. EVERETT moved to leave out 
Poor 
He said that by an 
Act passed in the 43rd year of Queen 
Elizabeth’s reign, entitled 


of the schedule ‘* The 
emption Act, 1840.” 
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Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hunt, Rowland 

Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Morrison- Bell, Captain 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool 
Scott, Sir S.(Marylebone, W.) 


NOES. 


Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) j 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Jones, Leif (Appleby, 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 
Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
Mac Veagh, Jeremiah(Down,S.) 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E, W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 
Masterman, C. F. G. 
Mond, A. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,CharlesN.(Doneast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

Parker, James (Halifax) 


sassetlaw) 


the 
other things 





Relief of the Poor,” 
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Starkey, John R. # 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh. ) 
Valentia, Viscount 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 


Younger, George 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Lord 
Edmund Talbot and Mr. 
Forster. 


Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek} 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Centra! 
tadford, G. H. 

Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln 
Robinson, 8S. 

togers, F. E. Newman 
Searisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde 
Scott, A.H (Ashton under Lyn 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Colonel 

Shackleton, David James 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Stanger, H. Y. 

Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham 

Tay lor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, H. J. ( Berwickshire) 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Thorne, William (West Ham 
Tomkinson, James 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Vard,W. Dudley (Southampt’n 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, John Catheart (Orkney 
White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 

W ilson, J. i. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S. 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wintrey, R. 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master ot 
Elibank. 


it was among 
provided that the overseers 


of every parish should raise by taxation of 


* Every inhabitant, parson, vicar and other, 


Rate Ex- 


** Act for 


an 


and of every occupier of land, houses, tithes, 
inpropriate, propriation of tithes, coal mines 
or saleable underwoods in the said parish in 
such competent sum or sums of money as they 
should think fit, a convenient stock of necessary 
ware and stuff to set the poor on work and also 
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competent sums of money for and towards the 
relief of the poor not able to work, and also for 
the putting out of poor children to be appren- 
tices; to be gathered out of the same parish 
according to the ability of the same.” 


Expiring Laws 


Two principles were noticeable in that 
Act, that every inhabitant or occupier 
was to pay; that it was a case of persons 
not property—and that ability to pay 


was to be the measure of payment. 
It was a great and good Act and a 
just Act, and upon it the foundation 


of all our rating system had been based. 
In 18406 a change was made in that Act. 
A measure was passed to exempt, ** until 
the 3lst December, 1841,” inhabitants of 
parishes, townships and villages from 
liability to be rated as such in respect 


of stock in trade or other property to 
relief of the poor. The Act provided 
that it should not be lawful for the 


overseers of 
* Any parish, township or village to tax any 
inhabitant thereof, as such inhabitant, in respect 
of his ability derived from the profits of stock 
in trade or any other property for or towards 
the relief of the poor,” 
Provided always that nothing iv the Act 
‘In anywise affected the 
parson or vicar or of any occupier of lands, 
houses, tithes impropriate, appropriations of 
tithes, coal mines or saleable underwoods 
to be taxed under the provision of the Act for 
and towards the relief of the poor.” 
It was this Act they were asked again to 
renew. The grounds for passing it were 
the practical difficulties found by overseers 
in ascertaining what were the profits 
accruing from stock in trade and other 
personal property. If they omitted to 
rate them or rated them wrongly the 
legality of the whole rate was invalidated. 
The Act was passed to remove this diffi- 
culty, but it was only passed for one year. 
In the debate on the passing of the Act 
Mr. Goulburn said that the necessary con- 
sequence of exempting one class of pro- 
perty from rating was the imposition of 
increased burdens on another, 


liability of any 


of property to which no compensating 
advantage was given. He (Mr. Goulburn) 


added that the printed communications | 


from the Poor Law Commissioners showed 

that a vast quantity of property would 

rating under the Bill which on 

every principle of justice ought to pay 

its proportion. The principle of 

the law of Elizabeth that it 
Mr. Everett. 


escape 


was 


{COMMONS} 


and there- | 
fore the Bill was strictly speaking an | 
augmentation of taxes on every species | 
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should bear equally on all parties, 
The Act exempting people from liability 
had been renewed year by year for 
sixty-seven years. Why had that been 
done ? Simply because the main pro- 
visions of the Act were so unjust towards 
different persons that no Government 
had dared to incur the responsibility 
of making it permanent. He respect: 
fully submitted that the Act was grossly 
unjust and that the injustice of it was 
really becoming more because 
while exemption was given from con- 
tributing to the relief of the poor a great 
number of other objects had also been 


serious, 


added to it. The whole result had been 
that rates had become much _ heavier 
than thev formerly were. When they 


were on the subject of income-tax they 
argued about pence in the 
when they came to rates 
with shillings in the pound. 
the sufferers by the present 
things? They were the 
all those persons who happened to possess 
property which was not exempted from 
rateabilitv, namely, 
or owning land, 
mines, railways, ete. 
justly treated 


pound, but 
a dealt 
Who were 
state of 
ratepayers . 


persons occupying 
factories, coal 
Thev were un- 
inasmuch as they had 
not only to pay their fair share of the 
rates, but to make up the 
that was lacking owing to others, who 
were equally well able to pav, being 
exempted. If they passed this Act 
again he maintained that thev would 
be repeating this and 

justice. His object in moving the 
omission of the Act was in that 
thev should not continue this injustice 
which he had shown was a very real 
and serious The present Govern- 
ment had announced that thev had it 
in contemplation to deal with the question 
of rating, and the ratepavers naturally 
were very anxious to know on what 
lines Ministers were likely to proceed. 
They could not help feeling a certain 
amount of anxiety on the subject. A 


houses, 


money 


great YTOSS in- 


order 


one, 


certain Valuation Bill which came under 
the notice of the House last vear and 
again this vear was introduced it was 
supposed as a basis of the new system 
of rating. If they took that Bill, along 
with the commentary upon it of the 


Solicitor-General for Scotland, they had 
forced upon them the unwelcome con- 


| clusion that the idea at the back of it 
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yas still further to narrow the already 
oo narrow basis on which rates were 
now charged. They feared that it would 
nean narrowing the basis down to one 
ind of property alone and making that 
srry thefwhole burden, thus exempting 
age classes of property which were 
ow liable to rating. He desired very 
tronglv to urge the Government not 
» seek to commit Parliament to a 
soposal which would be so enormously 
just to a great number of persons 
the country. 


*Toe CHAIRMAN : Order, order. I 
cust remind the hon. Member that he 
nnot now deal with other legislation. 
{| that he can deal with is what is in 
js Bill. He is now discussing another 
iil which has nothing to do with the 
(uestion before the Committee. 


Mr. EVERETT: I hope, Sir, you 
i] allow me to make a passing reference 
proposals which have been fore- 
tadowed to us by the Government. 


Tae CHAIRMAN: Certainly not. 
Mr. EVERETT said in that case he 
nuld conclude what he had to say with 
he remark that the Government should 
hve a studious regard for fair play and 
dealing all round. 


{mendment proposed— 


In page 7, to leave out lines 7 and 8.” 
Wr, Everett.) 


\uestion proposed, “That the words 
pposed to be left out stand part of the 





edule.” 


Ize PRESIDENT or THe LOVAL 
VERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Jonny 
revs, Battersea) said that his hon. friend 
| from some points of view justifi- 
tion for the Motion he had made. 
Femphasised the justification he had 
fmoving the Motion by stating that no 
‘in the House liked to pay rates, and 
te hon. Member had added that no one 
edto pay taxes he (Mr. Burns), believed 
would have secured an equally hearty 
ponse. Rates and taxes would, how- 
Ht, have to be paid under present 
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it would be able to do, to inquire into the 
system of local taxation. He appealed 
to his hon. friend after the remarks made 
by the Prime Minister last year, and also 
in view of the fact that the question of 
local taxation was under the considera- 
tion of the Government, to realise that he 
had better not his Motion that 
night. They were relatively small points 
that had been raised in the Motion. and 
to discontinue the Poor Law Exemption 
Act, 1840, would not put them much more 
forward on the road he desired to tread 
than if they were to allow this Act to be 
included in the Expiring Laws Con- 
tinuance Act for one more vear. The 
question had been before the House for 
sixty-seven years, and it raised a point 
which to the rural and agricultural Mem- 
bers was of some importance. The ques- 
tion it raised indicated that ther» was an 
inequality and some injustice, but every 
vear during the past sixty-seven years 
the rural and agricultural Members had 
taken many opportunities of exacting 
from the Treasury a sum of money that 
had its advantage to the rural and 
agricultural districts in disproportion to 
the disadvantage which they under this 
Act might suffer. In consequence, the 
question had never been dealt with wholly 
as he believed it must be when this Act 
was expunged. He appealed to his 
hon. friend not to press his Motion, but 
to rest content with the assurance that 
when the Government dealt with the 
question of rating and valuation—both 
of which they intended to deal with in the 
next session—then, as the greater in- 
cluded the less, they would be compelled 
to deal with the subjects raised in the 
Act of 1840 which was covered bv the 
Motion. After the assurance and guaran- 
tee that the Government intended to 
deal with the larger subject, of which this 
was a smaller issue, he begged his hon. 


press 


' friend not to press the Motion. 


Mr. HICKS BEACH  (Gloucester- 
shire, Tewkesbury) remarked that the 
Government appeared to recognise the 
unfairness of the present svstem of 
local rating, because Lord Wolver- 
hampton, speaking the other day in the 
House of Lords, said the Government 
had declared their intention to deal with 


ditions until the Government re-|the question this year. Then the noble 
med its pledge, as he believed shortly | Lord went on to say that the Prime 
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Minister had pledged himself to a reform 
of the Poor Law system, and that one of 
the first questions taken in hand would be 
the relations between local and Imperial 
taxation. It would be very satisfactory 
to all parties if something could be done 
to remedy the just grievance which 
existed as regards local taxation, but 
up to the present time the Govern- 
ment had not even brought in their 
promised Valuation Bill. 


Expiving Laws 


*Tor CHAIRMAN: Order, order. 
The point is whether or not the Act of 
1840 should be left out of the schedule. 
The hon. Member cannot discuss what 
action the Government should or should 
not take in regard to a Valuation Bill. 


Me. HICKS BEACH said he agreed, 
but what he wanted to express was that 
the Government in refusing to agree to 
the Motion to exempt this Act from 
the schedule had given nothing but a 
vague promise to bring in a Valuation 
Bill by way of dealing with the sub- 
ject. The point he put before the Com- 
mittee was that there was small pro- 
bability of the Government being able 
to bring in that Bill in the autumn. 


*THe CHAIRMAN: Tf the hon. 
Member takes the view that the Govern- 
ment will not be likely to bring in their 
Bill he can use that as an argument, but 
he is not in order in discussing the ques- 
tion as he is doing. 


Mr. HICKS BEACH said he had no 
wish to go further. He had stated his 
ground in supporting the Amendment, 
which seemed to him the only way he 
could take at the present moment to 
enforce the view of several Members on 
that side of the House that local taxation 
was of the utmost importance to county 
boroughs. They wished to enter their 
protest against the Government for not 
having taken any serious action in regard 
to the matter. 


Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye) 
said the Act of 1840 imposed the 
heaviest burden the British agricul- 
turist had to bear. It imposed a 
burden never intended when the Act 
was passed, He would#explain in a 


Mr. Hicks Beach. 
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few words what he meant. It was 
cited in the preamble that a person 
should;pay for the relief of the poor out 
of the profits derived from his stock 
in trade or other property. But it 
was never intended that anything but 
profits should be rated. But the Act 
had the effect, especially in rural districts, 
of throwing the whole burden upon 
agricultural lands. Profits from agri- 
cultural lands, however, were insufficient - 
and, in the second place, the rate was 
levied not on the profits but on the land 
itself. For years agricultural land had 
been paying rates and yet very often the 
occupier had not been getting any profit 
at all. The burden had been heavy and 
increasing. It had been increased, as 
the hon. Member who moved the Amend- 
ment had stated, by various statutes 
which had been passed, and there was 
no doubt whatever that it would be in- 
creased as a result of recent legislation 
in the next few veais. It would le 
increased next year through the legis- 
lation passed this year. The burden was 
really becoming intolerable, and it was 
quite time that those who were interested 
in agriculture should press for some 
relief from their oppression, the injustice 
of which was evident to anyone who 
considered the matter. The farmer was 
paying on his all, everything he possessed. 
It was all in the land on which he was 
rated so heavily. A banker who might 
be making enormous profits was rated 
only on the buildings which he occupied. 
He might be receiving an annual profit 
of many hundred pounds more than the 
poor farmer, vet he would be paying very 
much less rate. It was the same with 
other trades and professions. The burden 
was hardest for the agriculturist just be- 
cause in paying on his stock in trade he 
paid on his all. For this reason, without 
at that late hour entering into the man) 
arguments which might be adduced in 
support of the demand for the reliet 
of the agricultural ratepayers, he would 
ask the right hon. Gentleman opposite 
to consider the question in a rather mor 
sympathetic way than he had done. He 
did not mean osay the right hon. Gentle- 
man did not wish well to the agriculturists, 
because he knew he did, but he really 
thought it was impossible for agricultural 
Members to allow that question to be 
indefinitely postponed in the hope that 
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something might arise to help them in 
the dim future when unknown legislation 
which was only foreshadowed was brought 
in. He therefore would most urgently 
urge the Committee to support the 
Amendment. 


Mr. CONOR O’KETLY rose to ask 
if the Act applied to Ireland, in which 
ease he would like to say something. as 
his constituency was very much like 
that of the hon. Member who had spoken. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: No. 


Mr. YOUNGER (Ayr Burghs) said 
he did not think that was how to 


approach the subject. No advantage 
was to be gained by leaving out that 
particular Bill. It would be impossible 
to overturn the whole system of local 
rating by simply exempting that one 
statute, and on that account he thought 
the Amendment futile, and urged that 
it should be withdrawn. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Sir SAMUEL SCOTT (Marylebone, W.) 
moved to exempt the Militia Ballot Act. 
He was in hopes ‘of getting a little 
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information as to that Act, but when 


ihe looked at the Treasury Bench he 


did not ses a single member of the 
Government representing the War Office 
from whom he was the least likely 
to get any informa ion whatever. That 
was the sort of treatment to which 
the House was becoming somewhat 
used. As soon as the clock got past 
twelve, apparently the Government (who 
were paid to be in that Chamber) went 
to bed. 


An HON. MEMBER: A very sensible 


thing. 


Sir SAMUEL SCOTT said that in the 
circumstances, that there was 
not a single representative of the Govern- 
ment from whom he could get any 
answer, he would move to report Pro- 


gress. 


seeing 


Motion made, and Question put, “ That 
the Chairman do report Progress; and 
ask leave to sit again.’—(Sir Samuel 
Scott.) 


The Committee divided i—Ayes, 32; 
Noes, 135. (Division List No. 227.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Hood. Rt.Hn Sir Alex. F 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 

Banner. John S. Harmood- 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry.N.) 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

‘ecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
‘live, Perey Archer 

ourthope, G. Loyd 


Gibbs, G. A. (Bri 
Gordon, J. 


Hill, Sir Clement 
Houston, Robert 


Hunt, Rowland 


Mason, James F. 


Dalrymple, Viscount 
Forster, Henry William 


Hamilton, Marquess of 


Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 


Morrison- Bell, Captain 
Pease,Herbert Pike( Darlington | 


Raw linson.John Frede ‘ick Peel 
tutherford, W. W. (Liverpoot) 
Starkey, John R. 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh.) 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Valentia, Viscount 

Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Younger, George 


stol, West) 


Paterson 


(Windsor) TELLERS 


Sir 


FOR 
Samuel 
CGretton, 


AYES— 
and Mr. 


THE 


Scott 


NOES. 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Adkins, W. Ryland D. 


Bryce, J. Annan 


Burns, Rt. Hon. . 


Esslemont, George Birnie 


John Evans, Sir Samuel T. 





Ainsworth, John St irling 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Rellairs, Carlyon 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bowerman, ('. W. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brunner, J.F. L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
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Byles, William Pollard 
Cobbold, Felix Thorniey 
Coilins,Sir Wm..J.(S, Pancras, W 
( ‘ooper, G. J. 

Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Craig, Herbert J. (Tynemouth) 
Crostield, A. H. 

Davies,Sir W. Howell( Bristol,S) 
Duckworth, James 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in- Furness 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Randor) 
Essex, R. W. 
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Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gill, A. H. 

Gladstone, Rt.Hn Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Sir: Daniel Ford 
Gulland, John W. 

Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Hardie, J.Keir (Merthyr Tydvil 
Harmswo:th, R L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
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Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles FE. H. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Perey H. 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Lehmann, R. C. | 
Lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich | 
Levy, Sir Maurice 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
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M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G.Croydon (Launceston) 
Marnhan, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Mond, A. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,CharlesN.(Doncast’r 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

0’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Radford, G. H. 

Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
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Seddon, J. 

Seely, Colonel 

Shackleton, David James 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Stanger, H. Y. 

Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. 8S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Taylor, Theodore C, (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire)| 
Thorne, G.R.(Wolverhampton) 
Thorne, William (West Ham) 
Tomkinson, James 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Ward, John(Stoke unpon Trent 
Ward, W. Dudley (Southampton 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Wilson, J. H (Midd!esbrough) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 





Mackarness, Frederic C. Robinson, S. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, 8) | 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 


Seaverns, J. H. 


Sir SAMUEL SCOTT said he would , 
not detain the House more than one or 
two minutes, but he would like to have | 
some explanation as to why the particular | 
Act they had been discussing was left 
i: the Expiring Laws Continuance Bill. 
He was perfectly aware that the Act was 
somewhat different from the other Acts in 
the Bill, because instead of continuing 
an Act of Parliament it suspended an 
Act, namely, the Militia Ballot Act. 
He would like to hear from the hon. 
Member who represented the War Office 
what was the exact position at the 
present time with regard to that Act. 
The Secretary of State for War had said 


on 4th June of last year that the Terri- | 
torial Army Bill did not kill the Act | 


legally, so far as the Militia continued 
to exist, but the Militia in its present 


form had become obsolete, for it had been | 
abolished by the Territorial Army Bill. | 


The hon. Member representing the War 
Office shook his head, but it was a fact 
that, except as regards Ireland, the 
Militia was abolished. 


Mr. ACLAND said three options had | 
been given to the Militia. They might 
come over to the Special Reserve, they 
might accept their discherge, or they | 


Winfrey, R. 


Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


might continue as Militia. Seeing 
that they were given the «ption of con- 
tinuing as Militia, they had thought it 
right to keep that Act in the Expiring 
Laws Continuance Bill. Militiamen could 
serve out their term cf service as Militia- 
ren, and that being the case he hoped 
the hon. Member would withdraw his 
Amendment. 


Sir SAMUEL SCOTT said he could 
quite understand the reason for con- 
tinuing the Act, for so long as Militia 
continued that Act ought to be continued. 
He asked leave to withdraw his Amend- 
ment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*Mr. LUTTRELL (Devonshire. Tavis 
tock) said he wished to move an An end- 
ment providing that certain powers given 
to the Commissioners under the Light 
Railways Act should be alterea. He 
thought those provisions ought to be 
allcwed to expire, for he would remind 
the Cemmittee that when in 1896 the 
Bill passed through Committee there 
was a majority in favour in not allowing 
the Lands Clauses to apply to the making 
of light railways. This was altered ata 
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Clauses were now incorporated. The 
they had to pay very much more 
for land which was wanted for rail- 
ways than they ought to pay. If 
the landlord objected to the railway 


Act able to get a much higher price for 
his land. That was an encouragement 
to people who objected to railways being 


of the House of Commons to encourage 
the making of railways. It was a great 
hardship on the public that they should 
have to pay very much more, sometimes 
10 per cent. more, than the value of the 
land. 


seeking to amend certain clauses of the 
Light Railways Act, but he would be in 
order in moving the Amendment which 
he had handed in to leave out the whole 
Bill. 


Mr. LUTTRELL said his proposal was 
to leave out part of the Bill. 


*Toe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said the 
Amendment could only be against the 
Bill being continued. The elimination 
of the references to the Lands Clauses 
Acts would involve the amendment of 
several sections, 


Mr. LUTTRELL said he would under 
those circumstances move that the whole 
Bill should be left out. 


*Tae DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said that 
ifthe hon. Member moved to leave out 
the whole Bill he must apply himself to 
the whole Bill and not simply to the 


dealt with by an amending Bill. 


Mr. LUTTRELL said he objected so 
strongly to that part of the Bill that he 
objected to the whole Bill. 


*ToE DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said in 
his observations to the whole Bill, giving 


continued, 





*Tue DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said the | apy, Zetiredl.) 


hon. Member would not be in order in | 


made, and he felt that it was the duty | 
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effect of this was that under the Act | 
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Mr. LUTTRELL said he proposed to 
deal with the portion which he had 
mentioned. He objected to the whole 
Bill. It was a bad Bill because it 
had the portion which he referred to in 


| it. He thought he was in order in saying 


coming on his land, he was under that | 


that it was a bad Bill, that a Bill that had 
provisions such as those to which he had 
alluded which made it possible for the 
public to pay far in excess of the land, 
must be a bad Bill. He therefore 
wanted the Bill to expire; and another 
Bill should be substituted to take its 
place. It was extremely wrong that the 
public should have to pay far more than 
the value of the land. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘In page 4, to leave out lines 29 and 30.”— 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
schedule.” 


Mr. JOHN BURNS said the point 


raised by his hon. friend was, he gathered, 


| that he objected to the method of pro- 


cedure in acquiring land under that Bill. 
In the case of land the provisions of the 
Lands Clauses Act of 1845 were applied 
to land which was required for light 


tailways. There was some force in 


| what the hon. Member had said, but 


discussion of a part which ought to be | 


that case the hon. Member should confine | 


reasons why the Bill ought not to be | 1903. 


he could only inform the House that 
the Act in question had only been 
in operation for twelve years, and the 
time had now come when the Government 
and the Department responsible for the 
Act would have to deal with it in the 
light of experience acquired. He would 
ask his hon. friend to withdraw his 
Motion, and he trusted that when an 
opportunity came for simplifying the 


| acquisition of land, something might be 


done to meet the hon. Member’s views. 


Mr. LUTTRELL said he thanked the 
President of the Local Government 
Board for what he had said and readily 


_ withdrew his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
pr 


Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 
bury) moved to omit the Motor Car Act of 
He did not propose to make a lony: 


| speech at that late hour, for he though 


2N2 
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it would be admitted on both sides of the | not know whether he would be justified 
House that the present state of the lawas | into going into the cause of the failure, 
to motor cars was perfectly inadequate | but he thought a large section of the 
both in town and country, and that some | community had deliberately set. itself 
alteration was therefore most necessary. | against obeying the law as aig 
He need not go into the intolerable injury ,|down by Parliament. He was very sure 
inflicted on people both in town and in | that all sections of the House would agree 
country, but he wished tocall theattention | that the present state of effairs under 
of the Government to the growing sense | which the law was broken by the very 
of injury which was being produced, and | persons who ought to obey it, many of 
to appeal to the Home Secretary and the | whom were themselves law-makers, could 
President of the Local Government | not goon. Members of that House were 
Board, who, he thought, were both in the very persons who ought to be most 
sympathy to do something to improve | careful to set the example, and_ they 
the present state of affairs. He did not | ought not to be the persons to break 
know that any of the replies of either the and evade the Motor Car Act as they 
right hon. Gentleman had been very deliberately set out to do, setting on one 
hopeful that anything would be done, side all questions of the welfare of the 
and his object in moving the omission of |community. It would be difficult at 
the Act was to ascertain the intentions of | that hour of the morning to go into the 
the Government as to future legislation ; many defects both in the law and in its 
and to find out, if possible, in what way | administration. After the very satis- 


they proposed to alter the law. factory answer the President of the Local 
Government Board had given them the 

Amendment proposed— other dav in reference to that Act, he 
“In page 4, to leave out line 13.”—(Mr. sincerely trusted that very soon they 
Mackurness.) might see a better state of things arising, 


In the meantime, he was sure the House 
Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney could not do better than enter its 
and Shetland) said he desired to vigorous protest against the manner in 
second the proposal of his hon. | which this Act had been deliberately set 
friend. He had not the least cause to | aside and evaded. It was in the hope 
complain of the action of his right hon. | that that protest would carry due weight 
friend, the President of the Local Govern- | that he seconded the Amendment of his 
ment Board, in regard to the administra- | hon. friend. 
tion of the Act while he had been in 
office. But the Act had not been carried Mr. MARKHAM said the hon. Member 
out throughout the whole country as it | who had just sat down was one of those 
ought to have been. It would be | very Members of Parliament of whom he 
very much better if the Act were | had been speaking. He had taken the 
repealed and the President of the! law into his own hand, he had disobeyed 
Local Government Board was compelled | the law, and he had, he understood, also 
to bring forward another Act dealing | been fined for exceeding the speed limit. 
with the question at the earliest possible Hedidnotintendat that late hour to speak 
opportunity. Those hon. Members who | at any length on that subject, but if 
were in the House in 1902 knew perfectly | he did not take that opportunity of 
well that the Act was the result of an | speaking he would have to take some 
arrangement entered into by general | other, and he did not know that the 
consent by a compromise on both sides. next case would be any earlier than 
The proposals for further restrictions were that. When the Motor Car Act of 1903 
largely supported by hon. Members now was introduced they had a_ specific 
in opposition, but then on the Govern- | pledge that that Bill should be in opera- 
ment side of the House, So far as they | tion for a period of twelve months only, 
had seen the working of the Act through- | and that at the end of the twelve months 
out the country, he thought they would | it should come up for revision. There 
all, including the President of the Local | was a great deal of legislation by reference 
Government Board, be prepared to admit | in the Act of 1903, but the law was quite 
that it was an absolute failure. He did | clear in regard to the nuisance at present 


Mr. Mackarness. 
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caused by motor cars. The responsi- 
bility was to a very large extent divided 
E > ‘ 
between the Home Secretary and the 
President of the Local Government 
Board. The Home Secretary in that 
House in answer to questions constantly 


told Members that those questions should | 


be addressed to the President of the 
Local Government Board, but when 
they put them to the President of the 
Local Government Board he told them 
that they should be addressed to the 
Home Secretary. The duties of the 
two Departments were quite clearly 
defined. The Act said that the speed 
of motor buses must not exceed twelve 
miles an hour. He had asked questions 
about that in the House, and being 
unable to get satisfaction he had gone 
to the Chief Commissioner of Police 
and asked him how it was that motor 
*buses travelled at eighteen miles an hour 
without being prosecuted. 


*THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN 
would the hon. Member 
clause he was referring to? 


asked, 


say which 


Mr. MARKHAM satd he was referring 
to the whole Act, but more particularly 
to Clause 7. Subsection 4 of Clause 7 
suid that no person should in any in- 
stance drive a motor car at a speed 
exceeding twenty miles an hour, and 
contained numerous references to the 
Act of 1861, which laid down the speed 
of motor "buses at ten miles an hour. 
As the Act was entirely by reference, 
he felt he was perfectly in order in 
showing that it had not been obeyed, 
but had been set openly at defiance. 
If ever there was a case where an Act 


had been flouted and was the proper 
subject for discussion it was there. 
The speed of motor ’buses was twelve 
miles an hour. That had been laid 


down by the President of the Local 
Government Board in his regulations 
under the provisions of that Act, and 
the Chief Commissioner of Police had 
informed him that no action had been 
taken though the law said the speed | 
should not exceed twelve miles an hour, | 
because it came under an Act of 1875 | 
under which no locomotive was to| 
exceed twelve miles an hour. The Chief | 
Commissioner of Police told him that 
certain circumstances made it necessary | 
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for him to allow four miles an hour over 

| the speed laid down by the regulations. 
Tt was intolerable that when that House 
laid down that the speed of these vehicles 
should be a definite one not exceeding 
'twelve miles an hour the Home Office 
should vary that speed. It was the 
| duty of the police to see that the law 
was enforced, and it was the duty of 
the Home Secretary to see that the 
Chief of the Police took action. Every 
street in the Metropolis was filled with 
the stink of petrol. 


Continuance Bill. 


*THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said that 
had nothing to do with the Motor Car 
Act. 


Mr. MARKHAM said he felt it had. 


*THe CHAIRMAN said that griev- 


ances with regard to the administration 


of the Motor Car Act eould not be 
discussed 
Mr. MARKHAM pointed out that 


the Act provided that regulations should 
be laid down by the Department; he 


had not the reference there, but he 
would find it; it was in Clause 12, 
which defined that the Local Govern- 
ment Board should have power to 


make regulations under any section for 
dealing with motor on the 
highways. He was sorry the Deputy- 
Chairman was restricting him. If he 
had known that a point was to be raised 
in that way by the Chairman, he would 
have had all the Acts mentioned in the 
Motor Car Act and given each one of 
them. 


cars 


*THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said the 
hon. Member could not go over the terms 
of the Act; he could only tell the Com- 
mittee in general terms the reasons why he 
thought the Act should not be renewed. 


Mr. MARKHAM said the Act of 1903 
was a dead letter, so far as its operation 
was concerned. Was not that a proble- 
matic discussion on the Expiring Laws 
Continuance Bill ? 


*Tue DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said that 
if the hon. Member spoke in general terms 
that was a very different thing from 
giving every section of the various Acts. 








1031 Expiring Laws 


The hon. Member would be perfectly in 
order in giving general grounds why the 
Act should not be renewed. 


Mr. MARKHAM said that his general 
statements were that motor cars were 
an. intolerable nuisance. They were for 
the pleasure of the rich. They were 
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Bill dealing with this question he would 
find that the people of the country 
would give a very strong expression of 
their intention not to sit quietly down 
{and allow motor cars to be driven at 
any speed which the owners liked to the 
|imminent danger of other people asing 
ithe highway. 


run by speculative companies and no | 


regard was paid to the protection of the 
public. That Bill had done a tremendous 
amount of harm if people only knew it. 
Many motorists showed an 


fellow citizens. They had only to go 
to the Great North Road to see that. 
Those cads on wheels went by making 
life intolerable for the people in the 
district, and though there were many 
motorists who acted in a moderate 
manner, a great many men seemed to 
lose all sense of right or wrong when 
they got into a motor car. Even the 
hon. Member for Orkney and Shetland 
when he got into a motor car broke 
the law. He said in all sincerity that that 
was a question which must be dealt with. 
It was necessary not only in London, 
but throughout the country that the law 
should be altered and people suitably 


punished who put it at defiance. He 
might tell the Committee that the 


present Motor Car Act was openly set 
at defiance day after day with the greatest 


impunity, and he thought it was some- | 


thing like a farce that they should have 
an Act on the Statute-book which was 
openly disregarded by every motorist. 
He did not believe that there was a 
single owner of a motor car who did not 
openly disobey the law every time he 
went out. When he himself took his 
car out, he openly disobeyed the law, 
and he did not think that in this respect 
he was a bit worse than anyone else. 
He had found that it was possible to 
drive motor cars down the street in 
which he lived at a speed of thirty miles 
an hour, and he had regularly broken 
the law by following them to find out 
at what speed they were going. The 
law was openly flouted and he had 
broken it himself in order to show that 
this was done. The time had arrived 


law into 


effective operation. If the 
President 


of the lTocat Government 
Board did not introduce next session a 


My. Caldwell. 


utterly | 
callous disregard for the rights of their | 


when steps should be taken to put the | 


| Mr. JOHN BURNS said he was not 
/a motorist, he had not been apprehended 
for driving at forty miles an hour, and 
he sincerely regretted that his hon. 
friend who had just spoken should have 
set such a bad example by showing 
how easy it was to break the law. As 
.to the hon. Gentleman’s statement that 
he had driven at the speed of thirty 
miles an hour to find out if other motorists 
1were breaking the law, he (Mr. Burns) 
had guarantee that all the other 
transgressors had not been doing precisely 
the same thing, and perhaps they might 
‘urge with more plausible reasons. He 
sincerely hoped that the hon. Member 
would discontinue that rather vicious 
| practice and return to the ways of the 
law-abiding motorist. He had risen as 
one of the Ministers responsible for the 
,administration of the Motor Car Aet 
to reply for the hon. Member for Newbury 
and the hon. Member for Orkney and 
Shetland. The hon. Member _ below 
ithe gangway said that the country 
would be much better without the 
Act than with it. He would remind 
the hon. Member, however, that if they 
' were to carry out that night the object 
he had in view, and were to discontinue 
this particular Act, the registration of 
cars would be impossible, the licensing of 
drivers would be discontinued, the twenty: 
mile an hour speed-limit would be 
abolished, and reckless driving would not 
be punishable either by a penalty or mn 
serious cases by imprisonment. The result 
would be that they would be in a worse 
condition than before. He could not too 
strongly impress upon the Committee that 
if this particular Act were repealed things 
would go from bad to worse. What he 
suggested was that they should continue 
this Act and make the best posible use 
| of it until such time as they could seriously 
consider the existing legislation with a 
| view to its proper vemendment. If the 
Motion were carried, motor cars would 
still be used, but there would be no limit 
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to speed, no registration, no licences, 
and penalties would be lessened. He 
would point out to the hon. Member 
that under Section 1 if any person drove 
a motor car on the public highway 
recklessly or negligently, or at a speed 
or in @ manner dangerous to the public, 
having regard to the circumstances of 
the case, that person was guilty of an 
offence under the Act. The point he 
wished to make was that in that section 
there was no qualifying condition as to 
twenty, ten, five, or even two miles an 
hour. If on the evidence produced and 
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facts shown a@ man was found to have | 


been driving even at a mile an hour in 


a crowded place, and it was proved that | 


he did it negligently, that man was 
liable to a fine, and in certain circum- 
stances to imprisonment. 
was carried, Clause 
the clauses of the Motor Car Act would 
be repealed, and their condition in the 
last case would be worse than in the 
first. The hon. Member for Moansfield 
had said that practically nothing had 
been done. He could assure the hon. 
Member that that not so. If he 
looked at the number of summonses 
and the number of convictions he would 
find that as each quarter went on, the 
number of people who were summoned, 
the number of people who were fined, 
and the number of people who were 
convicted in the later quarters was 
immensely larger than in the preceding 
quarters. He was very glad to say 


was 


that the police universally now were | 


realising their responsibility in this 
matter, and that magistrates also were 
beginning to recognise that roads were 


intended for other people besides those | 
Also, he | 
believed, that at last the local authorities | 
whose duty it was to administer this | 


who possessed motor cars. 


Act, were becoming really alive to their 
responsibility in regard to the matter. 
He had already in answer to Questions 
in the House given some details as to 
the number of local authorities who 
had approached the Local Government 
Board on the matter, and he could only 
say that he was’ losing no opportunity 
of impressing upon them the necessity 
of discharging their duties to the full. 


The hon. Member had said that the 
Local Government Board was anxious 
t) put the responsibility om the 


{27 Juty 1908} 
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Home Office, and the Home Office had 
an opportunity of evading responsibility 
in the matter. He could assure the hon. 
Member that was not so. His right 
hon. friend the Home Secretary and 
himself had had frequent consultations 
on the matter, and they were prepared 
heartily to co-operate in order to make 
the legislation they had at present <s 
effective as possible. The Home Secre- 
tary in his Department and he himself at 
the Local Government Board were tighte.- 
ing up the restrictions in order to make the 
legislation more severe than it had been. 
As regards the Local Government Board 
he might say that during the two and a 
half years during which he had had the 
honour of holding his present office, they 
had had forty applications only from local 
authorities for the prohibition or redue- 
tion of the speed limit, and in the over- 
whelming majority of those cases he 
had been glad to consider the reduction 
of speed asked for. In one case he had 
actually prohibited the use of motors 


Continuance Bill. 





|altogether, namely, between Kingston 
| Bridge and Hampton Court Bridge. 


Generally speaking, the Local Govern- 
| ment Board had granted the applications, 
as was shown by the fact that out of the 
forty they had refused only four. He 
realised as fully as anyone could do that 
there was still a large number of motor 
drivers who used the roads for road 
racing and other purposes, that made 
the traffic dangerous to the public. He 
fully agreed with his hon. friend that it 
was desirable that the laws for 
protection of innocent people should not 
| be evaded. There were a number of 
| people using motors with whom they had 
yet to deal, and he was anxious, as soon 
as he could do it, further to remedy 
matters. He intended to issue a circular 
to the local authorities setting before 
them their powers, duties, and liabilities 
under this particular Act with a view to 
securing from the local authorities a more 
vigorous supervision over those men who 
drove beyond the maximum speed of 
twenty miles an hour. There was, he 
| would point out, an aspect of this question 
which they must consider in relation to 
| any restrictive legislation that might be 
| passed. He had, as an engineer, some 
| knowledge with reference to the manu- 
| facture of motor cars, and he might say 
| that whereas eight years ago this country 


the 


| 
| 
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made £70,000 worth of motor cars, this 
year we had made £7,000,000 worth of 
motor cars. 
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Mr. MARKHAM: 
down of pedestrians generally ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS said in no sense was 
he defending the recklessness of motorists 
on the road when driving at five, twenty, 
or thirty miles an hour. On the contrary, 
he deprecated as strongly as he could 
the driving of cars at these high speeds. 
What he wanted to point out as the 
Minister at the head of the Department 
curiously enough responsible for motor 
cars, as well as responsible for dealing 
with the question of unemployment, was 
that eight years ago we made only £70,000 
worth of cars as compared with £7,000,000 
worth to-day. We had displaced America 
from the third place, Germany from the 
second place, and we were now in the 
running with France for the supremacy 
of the industrial nations as regards the 
output and manufacture of motor cars. 
What we would like to see was that, 
consistent with maintaining that trade 
and supremacy which he hoped the old 
country would always have in the arts 
mechanical and peaceful, we should be 
able to keep the roads of our country ir 
order and put “the motor cad” in his 
proper place, which, in many cases, ought 
to be in prison as a reward for his scan- 
dalous conduct in recklessly risking killing 
his fellow people. In so far as they had 
been able, his right hon. friend the 
Home Secretary and himself had done 
their duty cautiously yet boldly ir 
endeavouring to suppress the 
nuisance. He must say this of the local 
authorities, that unless they showed 
greater enthusiasm in enforcing the law 
within their province, the Local Govern- 
ment Board would have to take more 


serious steps. The hon. Member had com- | 
plained of motor “buses in London, and | 


expressed regret that the Home Office 
had not taken more serious steps in order 
to put a stop to the nuisance they caused. 
He would remind the hon. Member how- 
ever that for four years the London 
County Council had not made a single 
representation to the Home Office or the 
Local Government Board for the re- 
striction, reduction, or regulation of the 


Mr. John Burns. 


{COMMONS} 


Does that justify | 
the killing of children and the running | 


motor 
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| speed of motor ‘buses. The City Corpora- 


(tion, which was also an authority in 
| London, had not made representations 
ito the Local Government Board for 
nearly four years. With regard to the 
question of motor omnibuses they now 
had a maximum of twelve miles, and he 
believed his right hon. friend was con- 
sidering the question as to whether that 
maximum should not be reduced to a 
lower figure. With regard to the question 
of petrol the streets did not bear witness 
to the use of petrol and the dropping of 
grease ard lubricants to-day as they did 
six or twelve months ago. Manufacturers 
saw that it was wasteful to waste grease 
and petrol in that way and car makers 
were correcting their mistakes. If the 
local authorities did not do their duty 
after his Circular the Local Government 
Board would have to consider the question 
whether there should not be further 
legislation. They could not have a Motor 
Car Act Amendment Bill this vear, and 
the passing of the present Motion would 
simply render the situation more intoler- 
able to those who did not use motor cars, 
He appealed to his hon. friend not to press 
the Motion, but to rest assured that so 
far as a non-motoring President could 
keep these people in order and defend the 
public it would be done. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON expressed 
the hope that the Amendment would 
be withdrawn after the speech to which 
thev had listened, but he could not 
allow the remarks which the right hon 
Gentleman had made with regard to 
local authorities to pass unchallenged. 
The right hon. Gentleman seemed to 
consider that local authorities had been 
much to blame and had been slack in 
this matter. He must direct their atten- 
tion to the fact that before the right hon. 
Gentleman came into office there was @ 
circular issued by the Local Govern- 
ment Board informing local authorities 
that there was no need for their applying 
for any speed limit because no applica 
tion would be received with favour by 
the Board. 


. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS, said the only 
Circular he had issued was a Circular 
urging that the corners of roads and 
| hedges should be seen to with a view 
to minimising the risk of accident, and 
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that this should be done in co-operation 
with the Local Government Board. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON said that 
the Circular to which he referred was 
issued prior to the right hon. Gentle- 
man coming into office, and that was 
one reason why the local authorities 
had not till now taken action. Thev 
had had a great grievance against the 
Motor Car Act from the time of its incep- 
tion. It had not fulfilled anything like 
what was expected of it. He thought 
the right hon. Gentleman was in error 
in what he said about Clause 1. The 
effect of its deletion would simply be 
to go back to the common law of the 
countrv. He congratulated the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board on 
his speech and upon the Circular to 
which he had alluded as being 
which he intended to issue. 


one 


Mr. MACKARNESS said he had moved 
the Amendment with the object of 
getting a declaration, and he thought 
after the declaration he had got that 
the present state of the law was unsatis- 
factory he did not require to press his 
Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD moved 
to omit the Unemployed Workmen’s Act 
from the schedule. He felt he ought to 
apologise to the House for raising such 
an important subject at that hour of the 
morning, but that was the fault of the 
(rovernment and not The Labour 
Party did not intend to pass unchallenged 
any reference to the Unemploved Work- 
men’s Act so long as the Government 
remained inactive on the subject as it 
had been since it came into office. He 
did not desire to go outside the scope 
and liberty which a Member was allowed 
in the discussion of that Bill. If they 
tumed to the third subsection of the 
fourth clause of the Bill they would see that 
the whole administration of the Act was 
handed over to the Local Government 
Board, and that secondly, the Act 
ving nothing but an administrative 
Ieasure, it was absolutely impossible 
to discuss whether it should or should 
lot remain on the Statute-book with- 
out referring to some extent to the 


his. 
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wav in which the administration of the 
section, which was the main section of 
the Act, had been carried out. They had 
heard several times that the Govern- 
ment could do nothing with the Act 
until a certain Commission had reported, 
and therefore the Act which automati- 
cally expired this year must find a place 
in that Bill. Nevertheless the Govern- 
ment had legislated on old-age pensions, 
which was a subject much more germane 
to the scope of the reference to the Poor 
Law Commission. Surely in that case 
the Government could not think that that 
was an adequate reason why they should 
refuse to deal with the problem of un- 
employment. The problem of unem- 
ployment had less to do with the Poor 
Law than old-age pensions. But that 
was not the only reason they had against 
the Government for refusing to legislate 
further. The Government themselve 
proposed in 1906 legislation on the sube 
ject and the Poor Law Commission was 
then sitting. The Government had not 
yet explained how it came that in the 
King’s Speech of 1906 they proposed to 
legislate for the unemployed, and in 
1908 said thev could not legislate because 
the Poor Law Commisson was. sitting. 


*THe CHAIRMAN : It is not in order 
to discuss upon the question whether 
this particular Bill should be left out 
or not pledges which the Government 
have given with regard to legislation. 
The only question which can be raised is 
whether or not this Act or some specific 
portion of the Act should be left our. 


*Mir. RAMSAY MACDONALD said he 
had no intention whatever of going out- 
side the scope of the subject, but the 
point was that the Government gave 
that as a reason why the Bill should be 
included in the Expiring Laws Con- 
tinuance Bill and not made a subject of 
fresh legislation. He had said all he 
wanted to say upon that point. What 
they had to deal with was that the present 
position should not be continued. There 
were a great many reasons for that, and 
he regretted exceedingly that it was 
at twenty-five minutes past two in the 
morning that they were asked to discuss 
them. He could not, therefore, go over all 
those reasons, but it would be absolutely 
necessary to go into them to some extent, 








1039 
The Liberal Party might not consider it 
necessary, but the Labour Party con- 
sidered it was, and that settled the 
matter so far as they were concerned. It 
would be quite justifiable even at that 
hour to gooverall the reasons, but he did 
not propose todoit. There were, however, 
one or two reasons which must be dealt 
with. First of all, in the working out of 
that Act they had experienced that 
it did not impose upon the Local Govern- 
ment Board the necessity of being 
positive in its suggestions. The Act in | 
its present form did not imply more than | 
that local distress committees might 
present to the Local Government Board 
a@ scheme for work. All the Local 
Government Board needed to do under | 
the Act was to say that the scheme could 
not be accepted by them, and the Local 
Government Board having come to that 
decision, all the efforts of the Local 
Distress Committee to put the Act into 
operation came to an end. They found 
that the Local Government Board worked 


Expiring Laws 





this subsection which was the most 
important section of the Act in a strange 
way. There was a women’s” work 


eommittee in London. The Local Gov- | 
ernment Board sent samples of their 
work to an expert. The expert was of 
the character who did not know the 
lifference between flannel and flannelette. 
He actually assumed that certain work 
supposed to have been done in flannelette 
was in that material when it actually 
was in flannel. Moreover, the Board and 
its expert did not seem to know 
the difference between 2s. 11d. and 2s. Id. 
In answer to a Question he put that day 
to certain prices quoted by this 
‘expert a price 2s, 11d. was given when it 
should have been 2s. Id., and the 
difference which the expert tried to 
make out for the purpose of discrediting | 
the work of the women’s committee was | 
altogether false. He did not propose to 
elaborate that point. He was speaking 
at a late hour. 


as 


*THE CHAIRMAN: I really must | 
:ppeal to the hon. Member to apply | 
himself to the Amendment. This is all | 
criticism of the administration. So far | 
the hon. Member has not really applied | 
himself to the question whether the Bill | 
should stand part of the Schedule or not. | 

Mr, Ramsay Macdonald. 


{COMMONS} 


| ministration of 
| Member can state reasons against the 
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*Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD said he 
did not desire to go beyond his privileges, 
If they turned to Section 4 of the Act 
they would see that that section was the 
most important section and that once 
they passed it they gave the whole Act 
away. It began with a statement that 
the Local Government Board might 
make regulations for carrying into effect 
the Act. That was the whole point, 
that was what he was criticising. 


*THe CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 


| desires to omit the Act from the Schedule. 


The whole Act must go if the Amendment 
he moves is carried. It does not seem to 


| me to be competent in regard to this Bill 
|under our rules of order to discuss the 


Bill in detail, and particularly the ad- 
the Bill. The hon, 


Bill as a whole and as to why he desires 
it should be left out. He can say the 
administration is so bad that the Billis 


utterly worthless and he desires it 


| accordingly to be left out, but he cannot 


go into the question of administration in 
detail. 


*Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD said the 
point he wished to make was that the 
Act contained provisions that the Local 
Government Board might make regula- 
tions, and he wished to show that Section 
3 of Clause 4 was being put into operation 
in such a way as to make the Act of no 
effect in dealing with the problem. For 
that reason he was moving the deletion 
of the Act from the Schedule. 


*T'HE CHAIRMAN said that any criti- 
cisms of the administration of the Act 
ought to be taken on the Vote for the 
President’s salary. 


*Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD said that 


he would not press the point. There 


| was another reason, however, for lis 


objection. There was a_ provision it 
the Act which, wh!e it remained part 
of the law and was carried into effect, 
really meant that any attempt to deal 
with the unemployed by that Act was 
impossible. The conclusion he had come 
to, therefore, was that the Act had 
better The Act 
distress committees power to register the 


go altogether. gave 





an wi ta ee a a ee ee ee | 


i « a 


ae ae a ee ee 


1040 


said he 
rileges, 
he Act 
ras the 
t once 
le Act 
it. that 
might 
) effect 
point, 


[ember 
hedule, 
idment 
eem to 
his Bill 
iss the 
he ad- 
» hon. 
ist. the 
desires 
say the 
- Bill is 
ires it 
cannot 
tion in 


aid the 
iat. the 
> Local 
regula- 
Section 
eration 
t of no 
. For 
leletion 


y ctiti- 
he Act 
for the 


rid that 

There 
for his 
sion ill 
od part 
_ effect, 
to deal 
Let. was 
.d come 
ct had 
t gave 
ster the 





1041 Expiring Laws 
unemployed, but did not impose on dis- 
tress committees the duty of finding work 
for registered persons. The three years 
experiment which they had of the treat- 
ment of the unemployed problem under 
that Act had shown that anything which 
did not impose on distress committees 
the responsibility for finding work for 
the people they put on the register, must 
be a failure. They found, as a matter 
of experience, that only about thirty-six 
out of every sixty persons registered by 
the distress committees had work found 
for them by the distress committees, and 
that proportion was being diminished 
rather than increased. It was perfectly 
true that it was better than nothing, but 
thirty-six from sixty left a very large 
number for whom nothing was done, and 
they were not going to be content with 
that. 
it was shown they only found work 


When after three years experience 


for thirty-six out of every sixty people 
registered they were not going to stand 
by when the Government told them that 
the only treatment for that Act was to 
put it in the Expiring Laws Continuance 
Bill. 


more distress than ever. 


This winter we are going to have 
The President 
of the Local Government Board and his 
colleague, the hon. Member for North 
West Ham, had both confessed that the 
distress committees created by Clause 1 
of the Act had broken down. The hon. 
Member for North West Ham had said 
30 in a previous debate this session, and 
the President of the Local Government 
Board had made a 
last The distress 
created by Clause 1, 


statement 
committees 
according to the 
right hon. Gentleman and his colleague, 
the hon. Member for North West Ham, 


} 
had broken down, and yet the proposal 


similar 


session. 


was to give these distress committees | 


another months, to show that 
they still remained of very little use. 
That was the only contribution the 
Government could make to the unem- 
ploved problem for the next twelve 
months. If the rules of the House had 


allowed it they would not have put down 


twelve 
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an Amendment for the omission of this 
Act for the Expiring Laws Continuance 
Bill. The rules of the House, however, 
had conypelled them to do so if they were 
to speak at all about the Act and make 
their protest. If they could have moved 
an Amendment to the Act they would 
The House knew that 
perfectly well, and it was only by putting 


Continuance Bill. 


have done so. 


down the Amendment which was in his 
name were they able to make the protest 
which thev desired to make. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘* In page 4, to leave out lines 41 and 42.” 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald), 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
schedule.” 


Mr. MADDISON 
the Member for 
have the courage of his convictions and 
division. 


(Burnley) 
Leicester 


hoped 
hon. would 
Amendment to a 
If he did so he would promise to vote 
for him. He did not think there had 
a motion made which might be 
more useful than that. The President 
of the Local Government Board proved 
himself a true prophet when that Act 
He was convinced that 
vital 


carry his 


been 


was introduced. 
the Act had 


fundamental to assist the problem of 


done nothing or 
dealing with the unemployed, and he 
would, therefore, willingly vote for its 
removal from the Expiring Laws Con- 
tinuance Bill. A distinguished Member 
of the House had told him that the 
distress committee of the constituency 
which he represented had complained 
that they could get under 
the Act, and had asked him to exert 


no money 
his influence to secure that there should 
be a proper (listribution of the money. 
He had 
had said that if they would make a case 
out would do his best for them- 
that thev had 
unemployed register, that they had no 
certainty that 
but 


written for particulars, and 
he 


Their reply was no 


they would 


that if 


get any 


money, he would assure 
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would provide the unemployed. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS sincerely trusted 
the House would not accept the 
motion which had been brought. fer- 
ward by the hon. Member for Leices- 
ter. There were several reasons why it 
He did 
intend to go into the criticism of the 
administration of the Act which the 
hon. Member had made, for that could 
be better dealt with when the Local 
Government Board Estimates came on 
later in the week. When they did come 
on he hoped to have an opportunity 


should not be accepted. not 


of correcting in the most courteous aril 
frank way the suggestion made by the 
Member for that the 
Local Government Board was respon- 
sible for certain defects in the Act. He 
could assure the hon. Member that the 
statement not true. He did not 
think that the hon. Member for Leicester 


hon. Leicester 


was 


would, when those Estimates came up, 
repeat his statements. Jn the case of 
women's workrooms—— 


*THe CHAIRMAN he must ask 
the right hon. Gentleman to keep to the 
Amendment before the Committee. 


said 


Mr. JOHN BURNS said the hon. 
Member for Leicester had availed himself 
of the opportunity which he had had 
to make statements which he did rot 
think he would attempt to 
but he would reserve his opporturity 
of replying to the hon. Member. He 
willingly accepted the ruling of the 
Chairman. He did that 
the hon. Member for Leicester really 
thought it better that this Act should 
goaltogether. Ifthe Motion were carried 
and the Act were to go, the £200,000 grant 
would disappear. The hon. Member 
could rely on it that if the Act were 
repealed the grant of money which 
the Government substituted for the 
amendment of the Act would undoubtedly 


sustain, 


not believe 


not be made, for they would not feel ' 


Mr. Maddison, 


{COMMONS} 


them they would get the money, they | 
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justified with the Unemployed Act re- 
|moved from the Statute-Book and with 
the disappearance of all the regulations 
under which the £200,000 could be 
spent, in continuing the grant of money. 
He did not share the rather gloom 
view of the writer of a letter in that 
day’s Times that next winter was going 
to see distress of an urparelleled char. 


acter. There were many people who 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| took the contrary view, and he at least 
that 


vear 


| believed whatever distress there 


next they would be able 


|to cope with it, and that they would 


| was 


be able to meet the demands of the 
In regard to the 


| distress committees. 
distress committees which applied to 
them for money, money was ready for 


them, and in nearly every case they 
were able to leave them in the hope of 
having a hand. If. this 
Motion the unemployed 
in thirty or forty districts would have 


balance in 


was carried 


no reason to thank the hon. Member 
for Leicester for the plight in which they 


would find themselves. It was because 


he would have the duty of distributing 


this £200,000, and because he believed 
they had a right to sperd that money 
till the Report of the Roval Commission 
on Poor Law was presented, that he 
appealed to all sections of the House, 
particularly to the Labour Members, 
support the Member for 
Leicester in the Motion which he had 


not to hon. 


made. In taking the line he had taken 
that right he was taking the same 


half 
when he said that the Goverrment did 
not intend to amerd that Act, but to 
provide £200,000 in order to work the 
Act, until the Report of the Royal 
Commission on Reform was 


line as two and a years ago, 


Poor Law 
received. That Commission was within 


a measurable distance of reporting, 
Thev wanted more scientific action than 


that Act enabled them to have. 


*THE CHAIRMAN pointed out that 
that had nothing to do with the Bill. 
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Mr. JOHN BURNS said he presumed 
that on Wednesday the Local Govern- 
ment Board Vote would be challenged 
and he would then have‘an fapportunity 
of speaking on the subject. He asked 
the House not to accept the Motion, 
for if it was carried it would be one of 
they could 
possibly have, and would greatly hinder 


the most serious blows 


them in dealing with the unemploved 


yroblem. 

*Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr 
Trdvil) said the argument had been 
ysed against the Motion that if the 


the 
£90,000 would have to be withdrawn. 
This the 
that Act was passed, borough councils, 
and other felt 
theirs, to 
for the unemployed. 
The Act had done two things. It had dried 


Act were not renewed grant of 


would not be case. Before 
similar organisations, 


the obligation which was 


make provision 


up to a large extent the founts of charity 
from which funds used to be forthcoming 
to make provision for the unemployed. 
Those of the Labour Party who supported 


the Act during its passage through 


Parliament saw these things coming, 
and supported it only as a first step 
towards the State making adequate 


provision for the unemployed. The 
complaint of the Labour Party was that 
the Act had only made matters worse, 
and they contended that in these cir- 
cumstances it would be better that it 
siould drop, so that the old authorities 
who formerly dealt with the unemployed 
should have the responsibility placed upon 
them of again taking over the duty. 
One other reason why he supported the 
Motion was because the Act created false 
hopes. The fact that the Act had been 
placed upon the Statute-book created an 
expectation which its machinery had 
been totally 


unable to realise. He 


hoped that the optimism of the right | 


hon. Gentleman was justified, but so far 
as he could see at the present time, not 
only from letters in the Press, but also from 
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| Government, 
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the Board of Trade Returns, and from 
speeches by the heads of great commercial 
firms, the coming winter promised to 
be one of exceptional trade severity. 
The Government knew that this might 
be the case, and there was reason to 
complain that they had done nothing 
to meet the situation by way of intro- 
ducing a Bill to amend the Unemployed 
Workmen Act. What he 
that if the Act was allowed to remain 


feared was 


on the Statute-book with all its costly 
machinery—machinery that went on 
creating offices and paying out money 
for officials without doing anything 
really eilective for the unemploved—it 
would have the effect of aggravating 
the problem during the coming winter. 
He said honestly that he would a thousand 
times rather face the approaching un- 
employed this Act 
Therefore, if his hon. 
friend went to a division on the matter 
he should certainly go into the lobby 
with him, and he hoped the Committee 
would realise that the Labour Party 
were registering their protest that night 
in the only way they could do, against 
the not introducing 
fresh legislation on the subject. 


question without 


than with it. 


Government for 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
it was impossible for him not to sympa- 


the 
did 


thise with the speech delivered by 
proposer of the Motion, though he 
not in the least sympathise with the 
Motion itself. It impossible to 
contemplate what had been going on 
with this matter—and he 
spoke with some knowledge of the work 
ing of the Act in a large commercial 
centre—without realising that the Act 
was quite inadequate to deal with what 


Was 


regard to 


| was undoubtedly the greatest problem 


of the day. It was a matter which no 
called itself 


Liberal or Torv, ought to allow to remain 


whether it 


undealt with, and he blamed the present 


fulfilled 
its pledge to legislate on the subject. 


Government for not having 
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However, even if it was admitted that 
the present Act was inadequate and that 
its administration was not all that 
could be wished, there were many 
Members who realised the serious con- 
sequences that would follow if it were 
suddenly struck out of the Statute- 
book. The effect would be most disas- 
trous upon the people whom the Labour 
Members alleged that they particularly 
represented. He ventured to think, 
after the discussion they had heard that 
night, that his hon. triends below the 
gangway were not in earnest in moving 
that the Act should be omitted from the 
schedule of the Bill. He did not think 
they would dare to go into the lobby 
and vote in favour of such a Motion, and 
be believed they had taken the oppor- 
tunity of moving an insincere Motion. 


Expiring Laws 


*Tue CHAIRMAN: It is not com- 
petent for the hon. Member to say that 
it was an insincere Motion. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that if it was an improper remark he 
would withdraw it. 


Mr. JOHN WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) 
said that the hon. Member who last 
addressed the Committee 
hit the nail on the head 
declared that in his opinion the Act 
was a dead letter and was _ totally 
inadequate to deal with the unemployed 
question in any shape or form. One 
would expect that this would be the case 
with any Act of Parliament dealing with 
a problem of this description passed by 
the Party to which the hon. Member for 
Liverpool belonged. The hon. Member 
also said that he did not think the pro- 
poser and seconder of the Motion were 
really in earnest in moving that the 
Act should be excluded from the schedule 
of the Bill. It was, however, only fair 
to say that they did not themselves 
suggest that this was the case; on 
the contrary the mover stated that he 
did not wish the Act to be excluded from 

Mr. Willium Rutherford. 


probably 
when he 


{COMMONS} 
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the schedule. The hon. Member for 
Leicester only moved his Motion for the 
purpose of bringing the question forward 
and eliciting a reply from the Gover. 
ment, because it was impossible to deal 
with the matter in any other way. 
The mover of the Motion having made 
that statement, he (Mr. Ward) was 
surprised to hear from the hon. Member 
for Merthyr Tydvil that he hoped 
his hon. friend the Member _ for 
Leicester would persist in his Motion, 
and that he would be only too delighted 
to vote in favour of excluding the Act 
from the schedule of the Bill. He 
almost felt inclined to risk his reputation 
and to support the hon. Member for 
Merthyr Tydvil in voting against the 
inclusion of the Act, because he well 
remembered the meeting which took 
place between the Labour Members of 
the different organisations in the country 
at which it was decided that the Bill, as 
it then was, was inadequate, utterly 
ridiculous, and absurd from beginning 
to end. He well remembered also the 
hon. Member for Merthyr Tydvil and the 


hon. Member for Woolwich breaking 
away from an agreement made at a 


conference in that House and deciding 
that the Bill should be supported without 


the Amendments which the Labour 
Members, in consultation with their 
colleagues in the trade unions, had 


deemed necessary to make it of any use 
whatever to deal with the question under 
discussion. He well remembered, too, 
that the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, who was not then a member 
of the Government, and probably had no 
thought that he was ever likely to be, 
was opposed to the Bill in its entirety, 
almost from beginning to end. They 
had private conversations and_ private 
conferences. The trade unionists of 
the country considered the question at 
Caxton Hall, and in Committee Room 
15. He did not suppose, in fact, that 
many hon. Members knew the enormous 
amount of trouble that was taken over 
the measure before it was placed upon 
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the Statute-book. From the very inception 

of the Bill up to the time it passed into | 
law the President of the Local Govern- 

ment Board adopted precisely the same | 
attitude towards it that was now taken 
up by the hon. Member for Merthyr 

Tydvil. The strange thing was that the | 
President of the Local Government Board 

now appeared to have changed places 

with the hon. Member for Merthyr 

Tydvil, and while the latter was prepared 

to yote against the continuance of the 

Act the right hon. Gentleman appealed 

to the Committee to allow it to go on for 

another year. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS observed that the | 
Government were pledged to spend 
£200,000 for three years on the unem- 
ployed. They considered that, apart | 
from their actual views, sympathies, 
and prejudices, the responsibility for | 
spending that money with a minimum 
amount of the harm which had been pre- 
dicted would arise from its distribution 
should be carried out. They had been com- 
pelled to adhere to that mainly because | 
the hon. Gentlemen around | 
him were in favour of putting the motor 
car on the legislative road without any 
petrol. He supplied the petrol, though 


who sat 


he was a bit doubtful as to the 
destination. 
Mr. JOHN WARD said he could 


assure the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board he did not object to reviving | 
these reminiscences. He wished to refer | 
particularly to one or two statements | 
Jy those who were emphatically in | 
favour of these measures when they | 
stopped borough councils from doing their 
duty. It was now suggested that they 
chould abolish the Act to give an oppor- 


tunity to the borough councils of doing 
what they would have done if the Bill 
had not become law. 





That seemed to | 
Then they were told that | 
the Act went on paying officials who | 
were doing nothing. He did not think | 


him peculiar. 
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[that was quite right. In spite of the 
President of the Local Government 


| Board he thought the mere placing of 


the matter on the Statute-book had 
recognised the status of the unemployed 
workmen, and until some better Act 
was placed on the Statute-book he would 


not vote for its being excluded. 


*Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD said he 
would not put the House to the trouble 
of a division, especially after the state- 
ment made by the President of the 
Local Government Board that he did 
not believe in the Act but that he would 
vote for it. He begged leave to withdraw 
the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.) said 
there were one or two points upon which 
he would like a statement from the Secre 
tary to the Treasury. What Bills were 
omitted from the schedule of this year 


| that were included in the schedule of last 


year? That was a somewhat important 


| point, because they did not know what 
| the Treasury clerks had done. 


He would 


take one case that occurred to his mind. 


| A number of Acts affecting the Bank of 


England appeared in the schedule from 
year to year. It might be within the 
of Members of the 


recollection some 


| House that he had put a few questions 
| 


from time to time about unclaimed bank 
balances. He was rash enough to state 
upon one occasion that when the Ex- 
pirmg Laws Continuance Bill came up 
and these Bills conferring certain powers 
on the Bank of England were proposed 
to be renewed, he would draw attention 
to the fact of the Bank of England’s 
annexing money which did not belong 
to them. What was the result ? These 
Bills disappeared from the schedule. 
How did that happen? The matter 
was one in which they were entitled 
to have explanation. The Bills 
had been included year after year for 


ah 
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the past fifty years. Either that was’ Africa and Asia. The Financial Seep. 
a piece of tomfoolery—— tary once voted in protest for 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD: 
the Member entitled to 
Acts which are not in the schedule ? 


Is 


hon. discuss 


THe CHAIRMAN : No, but he was in 


order in putting the question he put. 


that 


why 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH - said 
what he wanted to know 
the Bills were omitted. What pressure 
brought to to them 
struck out? It quite possible 
the Secretary to the Treasury knew 


was 


was bear have 


was 
nothing about it. Some well-paid and 
well-fed Treasury clerk might have per- 
formed this without his knowledge, but 
the House was entitled to know what 
had happened and why the Bills had 
disappeared. There was another point 
on which he would like to have a state- 
ment from the Secretary for the Treasury, 
There was in the schedule a Bill relating 
to sand entitled ‘The Sand 
Grouse Protection Bill.” The Secretary 
to the Treasury, if he remembered right, 
denunciation 


grouse, 


made a most eloquent 


against the inclusion of this Bill in the 


schedule. Why did he introduce it 


now ? He (Mr. MacVeagh) did not know 
anything about grouse. He had never 


been grouse shooting in his life, but he 
was assured there was no such thing 
Why 
were they passing vear after vear a Bill 
to protect what did not exist / 


as a sand grouse in this country. 


was intended to acclimatise sand grouse 
in the United Kingdom. 
going on for twenty-three years, and the 


This had been 


sand grouse was not acclimatised yet. 
Might he ask why the Secretary to the 
Treasury included that Bill? He could 
not put the responsibility on anvbody 
else. He was told they should give 
the grouse a few years yet, but where 
were they coming from. He had looked 
up the Encyclopedia in the Library, 
and he found that they never came to this 
country at all. They only existed in 


Mr. J. MacVeagh. 


The Bill | 


certain Amendment which was moved 
by the President of the Board of Trade. 
That Amendment stated that in the view 
of the House it was inexpedient that 
when important Acts of Parliament had 
been passed for a limited period, such Acts 
should be included in a general Bill like 
the Expiring Bill 
brought in at the close of the Session, 


Laws Continuance 


without any opportunity being afforded 
for discussion. 


*THe CHAIRMAN : 


arise on the schedule. 


That does not 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH > ee arises on the 
question whether the schedule should 
Bills 


obsolete or totally unnecessary, 


contain which are notoriously 


* THe CHAIRMAN: I think that would 
arise on the Second Reading rather than 
on the schedule. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH asked whether it 
might arise on the Third Reading. He 
thought it would be more for the conven- 
ience of the House if he were a!lowed to 
finish the few he had to sat 
rather than put the trouble of 
repeating it all. That Resolution was 
moved by the President of the Board 
of Trade, supported by the Under-Secr- 


words 


be To 





tary for the Colonies 
*THE CHAIRMAN : Order, order. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH asked if the 
Secretary to the Treasury would give 
him an explanation as to whether he 
intended to give effect to the Resolution 
or would give an undertaking to give 
effect to the policy which he had advo- 


| cated that the whole question of this 


schedule should be referred to a Select 
Committee to report what Bills were 
obsolete and what measures should be 
adopted in future years. He could 
make that promise with great safety. 


ma 
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It had been made by every Government 
and not a single Government had ever 
carried it out. He hoped for the sake 
of consistency the Financial 
Secretary would give them the same 
pledge. He thought carry 
the sympathy of the House with him 
when he said that this method of piling 
all these Bills into one schedule, and 
coming to the House without giving 
it opportunity by means of a Select 
of 


only those measures which were neither 


(27 


present 


he would 


(ommittee or otherwise including 
obsolete nor ridiculous was not a common- 
He would ask the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury—he did not want 
to put the House to the trouble of a 


to give him the benefit of his 


gense method. 


division 


JULY 1908} 








advice. Would he especially tell him 





why the Bank of England was to be 
left out of the schedule ? 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said he had been re- 
minded of a speech he made some years 


ayo. 


Me. J. MACVEAGH 


speech too, 


A very good 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said he found him- 
self unable to sustain the objection he 
made, 

Me. J. MACVEAGH: Not a bit of it. 

Me. HOBHOUSE that with 
revard to the remarks of the hon. Gentle 
to the Bank 
England balances, if he had given him 
a little warning he would have looked 


said 


man with reference of 


very carefully with a view to discovering 
whether the hon. Gentleman was accurate 
or not. 


Me. J. MACVEAGH: I 


lutely accurate. 


am abso- 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said that that might 


be so. events he 





At all would look 
at the point and see whether there | 
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was anything in it. [Several MEMBERs : 
What about sand grouse ?] 


Mr. MARKHAM: Can the _ hon. 
Member give us no reply on the question 
of sand 2 Surely this Bill has 
some value, otherwise it would not be 
included in the schedule. 


grouse 


Schedule agreed to, 


Bill reported to 


Amendment. 


the House without 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a third time.” 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH said he presumed 
that he might now be allowed to remind 
the Secretary to the Treasury of the fact 
that on a previous occasion he supported 
a Motion proposed by the President of the 
Board of Trade against the inclusion of 
Acts in the schedule of the Bill brought 
in at the end of every session for the 
continuance of expiring laws. That 
Motion, he saw, was supported by Mr. 
Buchanan, Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Causton, 
the Master of Elibank, Mr. J. M. Fuller, 
Mr. H. J. Gladstone, Mr. McKenna, Mr. 
J. A. Pease, Mr. H. M. Samuel, Mr. 
Thomas Shaw, Mr. Churchill, and Major 
Seely —a very respectable division list in 
favour of the principle of reform of this 
method of legislating by schedule. The 
names had be 


he should 
suflicient to convinee the present Govern- 
ment that 


advancing 


mentioned 
the argument he was now 
was worthy of their serious 
consideration. He did not propose to go 
into the question of all the Bills contained 
in the schedule, but he submitted that it 
was really absurd in the twentieth century 
that year after year they should go on 
re-enacting the Ballot Act, which no one 
would ever think of enforcing. He sug- 
gested to the Government that a Select 
Committee ought to be set up to go 
through the schedule, picking out the Acts 
which were obsolete, and arranging to 
include in one Bill such Acts as it was 
desirable to make permanent. 
30 


He was 
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only asking the Secretary to the Treasury 
to induce the Government to undertake 
to carry out which the hon. 
Gentleman himself had put before the 


views 


House on previous occasions, and 
which no one supported more 
vigorously than the hon, Gentleman 
sitting on his right (Mr. Whitley). 


He hoped they would have an undertak- 
ing that this question would be seriously 
considered by the Government, and that 
a Committee would be set up with the 
object of removing anomalies from the 
schedule, thus putting the legislation with 
respect to the continuance of expiring 
laws on a common-sense basis. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE said that no doubt 
there was a good deal to be said in sup- 
port of the advanced by 
the hon. Gentleman that there should 
be a revision of the schedule, but as the 
hon, Gentleman realised it was necessary 
that an Act like the Ballot Act 
should be continued. 
the ground a great deal of Parliamentary 
machinery would fall with it, and there- 
fore it was clearly necessary that i 
should be re-enacted. 


contention 


even 


- 


While he would 
undertake to look into the schedule very 
carefully, and to strike out anything that 
was undesirable, he took it that 
Government would be prepared on the 
recommendation of a Select Committee to 


embark hastily on a proceeding of that | 


sort, 


Mr. JOHN WARD hoped that the} 


hon. Gentleman would not on the mere 
statement of another hon. Member decide 
to strike out of the schedule an Act re- 
lating tosand grouse. He knew nothing 
himself about the habits of this bird, but 
it might be hoped that the continuance 
of the Act would have the effect of in- 
dueing it to visit our shores in larger 
numbers than it had done hitherto, 


Question put, and agreed to. 


3ill read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. J. MacVvagh. 


{COMMONS} 


If that Bill fell to | 
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Clause 1: 


Mr. CARLILE said he believed an 


arrangement was come to between the 





| ’ ° 

| two Front Benches as to the Bills to be 
taken, and this Bill was not among 
them. 





| Mr. FLAVIN asked if the right hon. 
| Gentleman was in order in stating that 
| an arrangement Was come to between 
| the Front Benches when the 
| Opposition Front Bench was absolutely 
empty. ; 


two 


Clause agreed to. 


Clause 2: 


| Mr, WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
| that they had got through a great deal of 
work that night. They had gone along 

very well up to that point and dealt with 
}a number of important questions, Bat 
/ now they were all very tired and as this 

Bill raised important questions he moved 
| to report progress, 


THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said that 
ihe could not take the Motion at that 
The Committee had_ recently 
| rejected a similar Motion. 


| stave. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
|TARY To THE TREASURY (Mr 
| J. A. Peas, Essex, Saffron Walden) said 
that porhaps he might be allowed to state 
| that no definite arrangement was made as 
to which Bills the Government were going 
to take that night or in regard to the 
number. What he said to the right hon. 
Gentleman for the Welliagton Division 
of Somersetshire was that the Govern- 
ment proposed to take a certain 
number of Bills appearing first on the 
Paper and the last item, Last week 
he pointed out to the right hon, Gentle- 
man that there were a number of Bills 
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that it was absolutely essential the Gov- 
ernment should take before the recess, and 
the right hon, Gentleman agreed with 
him as to the number of those Bills, in- 
cluded among which was the Naval 
Marriages Bill. 


Mr. CARLILE said it appeared to 
him that the privilege of having the banns 


read on board ship in the Navy was a} 


yery desirable one, and he did not see 
why it should not be extended to the 
mercantile marine, 


*Tur DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : This is 
the Naval Marriages Bill. The hon. Mem- 
her cannot discuss extension to the mer- 
cantile marine. 


Mr. CARLILE merely wished to make 
the suggestion to the hon. Gentleman in 
charge of the Bill. 
not be confined to sailors of the Royal 
Navy. 
the same privilege should be enjoyed by 


) 


the sailors of the mercantile marine ! 


Tue DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN: That 


question cannot be raised upon this Bill 


Mr. CARLILE: Am I not at liberty | 


toask the Minister in charge of the Bill 


why certain sailors are to have this 


) 


privilege and other sailors are not ? 


THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : We are 
on Clause 2, and on that clause the ques- 
tion is not relevant. 


*THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to rHE ADMIRALTY (Dr. Mac- 
NAMARA, Camberwell, N.) said the Bill 
was a very necessary little Bill which he 
might mention to hon. Members opposite 
was recommended two years ago by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. It was to 
enable officers and bluejackets and marines, 
to secure that the preliminaries to mar- 
riage might be taken on board a ship at 
sea. Under it the banns 
called, and the men 
they had made due declaration, could 
receive a certificate from the commanding 
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The privilege should | 


Why was it not proposed that | 
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officer corresponding to the registrar’s 
certificate on land. The effect of striking 
out the clause would be that sailors 
could not get this certificate. The 
Bill, as he said, simply enabled sailors 
to take the proper preliminaries to 
marriage in the absence of domicile. In 
every case with the exception of an Arch- 
bishop’s licence, which was a very costly 
affair, prohibitive to officers, to say nothing 
of bluejackets, domicile was required of 
seven or fifteen days in the case of 
one of the parties, at any rate, and in 
some cases both persons had to be living 
in the country on the day when notice 
was given. The Bill enabled bluejackets 
}and marines to take the preliminary 
steps without such necessity of domicile. 
[t was entirely non-controversial and it did 
not alter the law in any respect whatever, 
except in regard to that one matter. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 


it was not his intention to obstruct the 
passing of the Bill. It seemed to 
him, however, that the title was a 


misnomer, that it really ought to be 
called the Naval Banns Bill. 


THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN: We are 
| not on the title of the Bill. 
Clause 2. 


We are on 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
the effect of the Bill, particularly of 
that section, was to allow not naval 


There was 
nothing about marriages in the clause. 


marriages but naval banns. 


Dr. MACNAMARA said the clause 
provided that where a marriage was not 
intended to be solemnised by banns the 
commanding officer was empowered to 
take the declaration would be 
made before the registrar. 


which 


Clause agreed to. 


Clauses 3, 4, 5 and 6 agreed to. 


could be | 
interested, if | 


Bill reported without Amendment to 
/the House, read the third time, and 
| passed. 











1059 Navy and {COMMONS} Army Expenditure. 1060 
AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS BILL | Clause, as amended, agreed to, 
{Lorps]. 
a ee ee : a 
Considered in Committee. Remaining clauses agreed to. 
Clause 1: ' 
Schedules agreed to. 
Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 
that this was a very big Bill with a tremen- Bill reported with an Amendment ; as 
dous number of clauses. Was it right and | amended to be considered to-morrow, 
fair to take a matter of that sort at that 
time in the morning? Of course, if it oa 
was to go on he dared say some of them 


could get a copy of the Bill before they alae” re PREVENTION 
got through its many clauses, He hoped (IRELAND) BILL, 


the Government would consent to report Order for Committee read and dis- 
progress, taking instead of it Navy and | charged. Bill committed to a Standing 
Army Expenditure, 1906-7, Committee. Committee.—(Mr. J. A. Pease.) 


THe TREASURER oF tHe HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir Epwarp STRACHEY, Somer- 


‘ NAVY AND ARMY EXPENDITURE 
setshire, 8S.) urged the hon. Member not | ' 


1906-7. 
to press his objection. The Bill was : ae 
a purely consolidation Bill, which was Considered in Committee. 
desired by agriculturists on both sides 
of the House. There was one Amend- (In the Committee.) 


ment to make matters clear. 
I. Whereas it appears by the Navy 


Clause agreed to. Appropriation Account for the year 
ended the 31st day of March, 1907, and 
Clauses 3 to 41 agreed to. the statement appended thereto, that the 


aggregate expenditure on Navy Services 
a F ¥5 

Clause 42 : has not exceeded the aggregate sums 
appropriated for those Services, but that, 


Amendment proposed— ? ; 
as shown in the Schedule hereto appended, 


“In page 20, line 41, at end, to insert the a ; ; 
words ‘Provided that where such a tenancy | the total differences between the Ex- 
Was a tenancy from year to year the com- chequer Grants for Navy Services and 
pensation payable in respect of an improve- los, eat diabetes ait e iii 
ment comprised in the Third Schedule to this "Me Net expenditure are as tollows, viz. : 
Act shall be such (if any) as could have been 


claimed if this Act had not been passed.” i a 
(Sir Edward Strachey.) - ss sia 
lotal Surpluses 1,041,698 8 7 

Question proposed, “ That those words Total Deficits 644,285 12 7 


be there inserted.” sili erie eat 
Net Surplus - £397,412 16 0 
Mr. CARLILE asked whether the omnuEeesnemmenennate 
Amendment removed words put in in the | 
other House in order to reinstate the Bill| And whereas it is expedient that the 
in the condition in which it left the | application of so much of the said total 
House of Commons. surpluses on certain Grants for Navy 
Services as is necessary to cover the said 
Sir EDWARD STRACHEY said the | total deficits on other Grants for Navy 
only object of the Amendment was to | Services be sanctioned. 
make it quite clear that the law was not | 
altered. | Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the application of such sums he 
Amendment agreed to, | sanctioned.” —(Mr, Hobhouse.) 
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Schedule. 
Ditferences between Exchequer Grants 
Number and Net Expenditure. 
of Navy Services, 1906-07. Votes. 
Vote. 
Surpluses Deficits. 
1S 
| £ $ d £ S ad 
l Wages, &e., of Officers, Seamen, 
and Boys, Coast Guard, and 
Royal Marines - ° : — 954.136 17 1 
: 2 Victualling and Clothing for the | 
ol Navy | 187,206 2 8 ‘a 
ny : | 
. : 7 ee . 
} Medical Establishments & Services 39.275. 13 8 
: 
} Martial Law - - - - - | 1842 18 O -- 
My P . - “ , | a 
D Kducational Services - - 9894 19 7 
6 Scientific Services | 9771 14 81 
7 Royal Naval Reserves | 80,309 1 6] 
vy 8 Shipbuilding, Repairs, Maintenance, | 
ear VCS 
ind 
the I. Personnel sZ,s45 1 11 
ice ; , , 
Il. Matériel - | 264,933 12 10 
ims | 
hat, III. Contract Work | 199,886 1 10 
led, 
Ix: y) Naval Armaments 260,541 17 5 - 
and 
10 Works, Buildings, and Repairs, at 
Home and Abroad 194,528 0O 11 
d. , ee ; 3 2 
7 1] Miscellaneous Effective Services 78,025 9 9 | 
7 
7 12 Admiralty Office 4,465 8 7 
0 13 Half Pay, Reserved and Retired Pay 20,078 19° 7 
» 14 Naval and Marine Pensions, Gratui 
ties, and Compassionate Allow 
, the ances . 19,338 9 4 
total 
Navy 15 Civil Pensions and Gratuities 895 11 4 
said Pa. =e 
Navy Amount written off as irrecoverabl: — 1554 0° 6 
Total 1041698 8 7 694,38) 32 7 
osed, 
ms be 


Net Surplus £397,412 16 O 
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Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said 


he wished to call attention to the scandal- 
ous state of affairs disclosed in the Resolu- 
tion. It was not so much that a million 
of money voted for certain purposes had 
not been spent, because that they might 
reasonably expect ; but that other items 
of expenditure had been greatly in excess 
of the amounts voted to the extent of 
£644,285. It was proposed by the Re- 


Navy and 


{COMMONS} 
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| extra had been spent for materials. On 
| the other hand, the Admiralty had not 
| spent £199,886 on contract work, which 
they had asked Parliament to sanction 
' but while this work had not been done, 
|the money had been utilised to help 
| towards meeting the over-expenditure in 
| other directions. The proceeding he had 
| described reflected no credit on the 
| present management of the Department. 


solution that the shortcomings of the | 
Navy Department should be covered up | 


by the appropriation of the surpluses to | 


meet the deficits. This kind of thing 
happened every year, but he doubted 
whether there had ever been a more 
flagrant instance of it than was disclosed 
on the present occasion. It showed the 
way in which a Government which was 
supposed to have a great care for the 
finances of the country really looked after 
matters, and was an extraordinary com- 
mentary on the manner in which the 
Estimates were made up. It was a 
matter which ought not to be passed by 
without a serious protest. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA remarked that 
the hon. Member had said that this was 
a flagrant case, but as a matter of fact 
the thing was usual. They took power 
under the Appropriation Act to transfer 
sums from one Vote on which money had 
becn saved, to another Vote on which the 
estimated expenditure had been  ex- 


ceeded. There had been a_ saving 
altogether of over £1,000,000, and 


against that had to be placed a deficit | 


on other Votes of £644,000, which meant 
that the Admiralty had required nearly 
£400,000 less than was allowed. 
hon. Gentleman wanted particular in- 
formation on any one point he would he 
glad to give it to him. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD said | 


that he did not desire information on any 
particular point, but it seemed a scanda- 
lous way of meeting outlay. When the 
Estimates were under consideration the 
Committee were asked to vote cer- 
tain sums for specific purposes. He 
noticed that on the wages of officers, 
seamen, and boys, there had been 
£254,136 more spent than the Admiralty 
got the authority of Parliament to spend. 
On shipbuilding, repairs, and mainten- 
ance, there was an excess expenditure of 
£82,848, and in the same way £264,933 


If the | 


| Mr. JOHN WARD believed that the 
| Admiralty took credit for £200,000 to 
| he expended on Rosyth. He wished to 
| know whether any part of the surplus 
|was due to money saved from the 


| expenditure at Rosyth. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA : I do not think 
ofthand that any of this saving is due to 
money estimated for Rosyth, which was 
not spent. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


| Il. Whereas it appears by the Army 
| Appropriation Account for the year ended 
the 31st day of’ March, 1907, and the 
statement appended thereto, that the 
| aggregate expenditure on Army Services 
| has not exceeded the aggregate sums 
| appropriated for those Services, but that, 
| as shown in the Schedule hereto appended, 
the total differences between the Ex 

chequer Grants for Army Services and 
| the net expenditure are as follows, viz— 


£ s. di 
1,336,708 4 1 
42,029 13 4 


Total Surpluses 


Total Deficits 


Net Surplus £1,294,678 10 9 





And whereas it is expedient that the 
‘application of so much of the said total 
| surpluses on certain Grants for Army 
Services as is necessary to cover the said 
total deficits on other Grants for Army 
| Services be sanctioned. 
| Motion made, and Question proposed, 


'“ That the application of such sums he 
sanctioned.” —(Mr. Hobhouse.) 
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Jn . Schedule. 
10t 
ich 
vn, Differences between Exchequer Grants 
Ne, Number and Net Expenditure. 
elp of Army Services, 1906-7. Votes. 
in Vole. 
vad Surpluses. De ficits. 
the 
nt. 
£ & d: Cae ie 
1 Pay, &e., of Army - - - 358,433 12 y 
the : ‘ , : oe ee 
Me 2 Medical Establishment : Pay, &e. 44,876 13 4 — 
to ee 
en 3. Militia: Pay, Bounty, We. - 41,127 7 2 _- 
the ay ) 
t Imperial Yeomanry : Pay and Allow- 
ances - - - : 16,943 14 7 — 
ink 5 Volunteer Corps: Pay and Allow- 
s to ances - 30,198 4° I - 
was ; “ 
6  (Quarterings, Transport, and Re- 
mounts : - ‘ - 107,764 3 7 
7 Supplies and Clothing — - : 105,665 13 2 — 
= 8 Ordnance Department  Establish- 
e! ments and General Stores - - 128,775 0 10 
B( 
the 4 me sand Enet i ; are 4% 
the Armaments and Engineer Stores 366,429 11 4 
eset 10 Worksand Buildings — - . 87,310 0 6 
that, . . . = 2 
ded 11 Establishments for Military Educa- 
Ex. tion - - - - - . -- Pena «6G 
and ' a ae ee , 
che 12 Miscellaneous Effective Services 24,390 16 4 — 
d 13) War Office and Army Accounts 
Department : . 4,229 10 11 - 
] 
{ 14 Non-effective Charges for Oflicers, 
be = oe 20,563 15 6 
9 15  Non-etfective Charges for Men, Xe. _- 32,744 16 2 
— 16 ~~ Civil Superannuation, Compensation, 
he Compassionate Allowances, anid 
4 ve Gratuities - 2,855 2 7 
ota 
ee Balances irrecoverable — - . — 1106 7 11 
» Salt 
Army —— 
Total - . . | 1,336,708 4 1 42,029 13 4 
posed, 
ns be Net Surplus « £1,294,678 10 9 
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Mr. CARLILE said that if his hon. 
upon the previous 


Adjournment 
friend’s criticisms 
Resolution were warranted, as he certainly 
thought they were, the statement now 
discussion still 
He could not look at it 


under deserved more 


severe censure. 


without realising that the cheeseparing | 


policy of the present Government in 


dealing with the Army was clearly 


brought before them by these figures. 


The Government asked for considerable | 


did 


The Army was cut down in numbers and 


sums and then not spend them, 
consequently the Government were able 
to show a large surplus, upon which he 
supposed they would consider themselves 
entitled to congratulation. There was a 
great surplus under the heading of pay, 
and it was evident from the figures that 
the Army stores had not been kept up 
to the right level. It was evident that 


the Government were starving the Army. 


The only excuse that they could offer | 


was that they had miscalculated their 
requirements, and he thought it was a 
grievous thing that this should be the 
case in regard to every one of the sixteen 
He hoped the 
that it 


items in the schedule. 


Government would not think 
could take any credit to itself for a state 
of things under which the Army was 
bound to sutfer. 
be feared that the cheeseparing policy of 
Government would expose 


risks 


ought never to have been encountered. 


the 


country to great national 


Mr. JOHN WARD noticed that the | 


the schedule as 
714, Lid. 


He would like to know whether that 


amount written off in 


irrecoverable was only £4,106 


was lost on canteens. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY 1% 


THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. ACLAND) said | 


{COMMONS} 


Besides that it was to | 


the | 


which | 





of the House, 
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| that the amdunts irrecoverable were the 
|remains of claims arising out of the 
| South rather 


| remarkable that the sums were so small 


African war. It was 
‘but they had fought a great many 
jclaims and had got back a good deal 
of money, though sometimes there were 
What the hon. Member for 
| Hertfordshire 


| cheeseparing 


/no assets. 
called a 
the 


called economy. They were quite pleased 


starving and 
policy Government 
that they had been able to spend this 
large amount less on the Army than 
they calculated upon doing when the 


| Estimates were framed, 


| Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD 
|asked the hon, Gentleman in charge of 
| the Bill if he would tell them how many 
| officers and men were represented in free 
That 


| medical establishments and so on. 
| would give them a better idea of what 


the surplus really meant. 


Mr. ACLAND said they took the 


number of men authorised at the 
heginning of the year, and therefore 


The matter 
the 


had 


the sum was not so large. 
raised on 


House 


to have been 


ought 


Estimates on which the 


spent five days. 


Question put, anl agreed to. 


Resolutions to be reported to-morrow. 


Mr. 


| pursuant to the Order of the House of 


/ 10th July, adjourned the House without 


| Whereupon DEPUTY-SPFAKER, 
Question put, 


Adjouinsd at two minutes after 
Four o'clock a.m. 
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PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Dover Graving Docks Bill.—The King’s 
consent signified; and Bill reported 
with Amendments. 


Marriages Provisional Order Bill; Usk 
Fisheries Provisional Order Confirmation 


: Provisional Order (No. 11) -Re- 
: ported, with Amendments, and re-com- 
< mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
: House forthwith. 


231 
diil, 


_ Local Government Provisional Orders 
*(No. 1) Bill; Local Government Pro- 
‘ visional Orders (No. 2) Bill; Loea!] 
‘Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) 
: Bill; Local Government Provisional 
: Orders (No. 7) Bill: Local Government 
> Provisional Order (No. 8) Bill.—Re- 
: ported, without Amendment, and_re- 
F committed to a Committee of the Whole 
‘ House forthwith. 


it 
Ammanford Urban District Council 
: Water Bill [H.L.]; Great Northern, 


s Piccadilly, and Brompton Railway Bill 


4: (H.L.]; Keighley Corporation Bill [#.1.] ; 


i Metropolitan Electric Tramways Bill 
(H.L.}; Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas 
and Water Bill [u.L.]; Wath and Bolton 
(ras Board Bill [H.L.].—Returned from 
the Commons agreed to, with Amend- 
ments. The said Amendments considered 
and agreed to. 


South West Suburban Water Bill: 
Blackburn Corporation Bill.—Returned 
from the Commons with the Amendments 
agreed to. 


VOL. CXCIIL. [FourtH Series. ] 
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Bill; Wye Fisheries Provisional Order 
 Bill.- -Reported, without Amendment, 
and re-committed to a Committee of 
= the Whole House To-morrow. 
> Local Government Provisional Orders 
~ (No. 5) Bill: Local Government Pro- 
: visional Orders (No. 6) Bill; Local 
: Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) 
Bi Local Government Provisional | 
‘ Orders (No. 10) Bill: Local Government 
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Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill [x.1.].—Commons Amend- 
ments to be considered To-morrow. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) 
Bill.—House in Committee (according to 


order). Bills reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived, 


and Bills to be read 3* To-morrow. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill; Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 6) Bill.—House in 
Committee (according to order). The 
Amendments proposed by the Committee 
made. Standing Committee negatived 
The Report of Amendments to be received 
to-morrow, and Standing Order No. 
XXXIX. to be considered in order to its 


being dispensed with. 


Loca! Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 7) Bill; Local Government Pro- 
visional Order (No. 8) Bill.—House in 
Committee (according to order). Bills 
reported without Amendment. Stand- 
ing Committee negatived, and Bills to be 
read 3* To-morrow. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) Bill: Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 10) Bill; Local 
Government Provisional Order (No. 11) 
Bill.—House in Committee (according to 
order). The Amendments proposed by 
the Committee made. Standing Com- 
mittee negatived. The Report of Amend- 
ments to be received to-morrow, and 
Standing Order No. XXXIX. to be con- 
sidered in order to its being dispensed 
with. 


Water 


Gas 


Gas and Orders Confirmation 
Bill [H.1.]; Orders Confirmation 
Bill [H.L.].—Commons Amendments con- 
sidered (according to order), and agreed 
to. 


Lanark Corporation (Extension of 
Boundaries, ete.) Order Confirmation 
Bill.—Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed. 


Edinburgh and District Water Order 
Confirmation Bill [H.L.].—Read 3* (ac- 
cording to order), and passed, and sent 
_ to the Commons. 


2P 
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Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 2.) Bill [H.L.]; Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Order (No. 3.) Bill [#.1.].— 
Commons Amendment considered (accord- 
ing to order) and agreed to. 


PETITIONS. 
OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL. 
Petition against proceeding with until 
the Report of the Roval Commission on 
the Poor Law has been issued ; of per- 
son signing; read, and ordered to lie 
on the Table. 


POLLING ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS) BILL. 
Petition against : Of the Mavor, Alder- 
men, and Councillors of the City of West- 
minster ; read, and ordered to lie on the 
Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING (LOSS OF LIFE). 
teturn showing the lives lost by wreck, 
drowning, or other accident in British 
sea-going merchant ships reg stered in 
the United Kingdom during the vears 
1891 to 1907 inclusive (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper [Cd. 3695.). 


COMMERCIAL, No. 5 (1908) (SUEZ CANAL). 

Returns of shipping and tonnage, 1905, 
1906, and 1907 (in continuation of Com- 
merical, [No. 6. (1907) }. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(IRELAND). 
Annual Report for the year ended 31st 


March, 1908. 


BOARD 


[IRISH LAND COMMISSION. 
Report of the Commissioners for the 
period from Ist April, 1907, to 31st March, 
1908. 


Presented (by command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 
PACIFIC CABLE ACT, 1901 
1907-1908). 
Account showing the money issued 
from the Consolidated Fund under the 
provisions of the Pacific Cable Act, 1901, 


(ACCOUNT 


{LORDS} 





(Extension) Bill. 
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and the money received, expended, and 
borrowed, and securities created under 
the said Act, to 3lst March, 1908: to. 
gether wi h report of the Chairman of the 
Pacific Cable Board. Laid before the 
House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to 
lie on the Table. 


BATTLESHIPS, ARMOURED 
AND DESTROYERS. 

Moved, that there be laid before the 
House a Return showing the comparative 
st reneth in First Class battleships less than 
twenty-five vears old ; armoured cruisers 
less than twenty vears old ; and destrovers 
built and building of Great Britain, the 
United States of America, France, Ger- 
many, and Japan, on Ist April, 1908, 
(The Earl of Cawdor); agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly. 


CRUISERS 


COMPANIES BILL [#.1.}. 
Returned from the Commons avreed 
to. 


TELEGRAPH (CONSTRUCTION) — BILL 

Leported from the Standing Committee 
without further Amendment. The Re- 
port of the Amendments m de in 
mittee of the Whoie House to | 
on Thursday next. 


Com- 


e recely ed 


EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 

Brought from the Commons, and read 
1; to be printed; and to be read 2° 
To-morrow (The Earl of Crewe). | No. 187. 


NAVAL MARRIAGES BILL. 

Brought from the Commons, and read 
1; to be printed ; and to be read 2¢ To- 
morrow (The Lord Granard (2. Granard) ). 
[No. 188.] 
OFFICES SITES 

BiLL. 

House in Committee (according to 
order). The Amendments proposed by 
the Committee made. Standing Com- 
mittee negatived. Then Standing Order 
No. XXXIX. considered (according to 
order) and dispensed with. Amendments 
reported ; Bill read 3, with the Amend- 
ments, and passed, and returned to the 
Commons. 


PUBLIC (EXTENSION) 
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Order of the Day for the House to be 
put into Committee, read. 


Moved, “That the House do now 
resolve itself into Committee.”—(Vis- 
count Wolverhampton.) 


Tue Eart or ROSEBERY: Mv 
Lords, on that Motion I wish to submit 
to the consideration of the House whether 
it is WI indeed, worth while to 
proceed with the Amendments which 
are being moved from many parts of the 
House, except the front bench opposite. 
It seems to me that there were two courses 
open to the House wth regard to this 
measure. One was to reject it on Second 
Reading, either by a direct negative or 
by an Amendment which was equivalent 
to a direct negative. Your Lordships, 
very wisely I think, refused to negative 
this Bill. If I had moved the Amend- 
ment which would have 
mended itself to mv mind I should have 
moved that this Bill be made the subject 
of a referendum to the country at lerge, 
becuse we know from the express 
announcement of the Prime Minister that 
it was no part of the programme on which 
the Government consulted the country | 
at the last election. I think, therefore, | 
thit such a proposal could have been 
justified, and that the country was en- 
titled to be consulted before so grave an 
operation was entered upon. But 1} 
reflected that the referendum Was a new 


Wise, Or, 


most recom- 


measure in this country, that there was | 
no machinery to carry it out, though such 


michinery might easily be found, and 
that in any case so great an innovation 
on our Gonstitutional practice should not 
be introduced in an indirect manner in the 
House of Lords. Well, vour Lordships 
decided neither to adopt any rejecting 


Amendment nor to reject the Bill. Now 
the question [ have to ask is this: Do you 


think it worth while, by inserting Amend- 
ments which are not likely to be accepted | 
by the House of Commons, and which in| 
any Gase cannot very considerably limit 
the operation of the principle, to share 
any part of the responsibility for this 
great measure ? I for my part do not, 
Ido not doubt that the Government have 
at their disposal plans and schemes of 
finance which they rightly do not com- 
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municate to the public, at this time, and 
which will cover without injustice to 
other classes, and without compromising 
our means of national defence, all the 
cost of this vast operation, They may 
even possess means of limiting its future 
extension—means of which I am _ not 
aware, and which will prevent its in- 
creasing to the enormous amount to 
which it is likely to increase under the 
operation of electoral necessities. 


This is a vast policy, it is not an ordi- 
narv Bill; and those who are willing to 
touch this Bill must be ready to under- 
take their share of the responsibility. 
Some of us objected to the Bill on the 
ground that it non-contributory. 
No Amendment miking it contributory 
can be inserted by this House. Some of 
us objected to it on the ground that it was 
inopportune, that with everything falling 
and shrinking—revenue, commerce, all 
except unemployment, which already in 
the summer has reached dangerous pro- 
portions—it not an opportune 
moment to add enormously to the burden 
of taxation. I know very well—I think 
it was expressed crudely by a Member in 
the other House—that there is a rough 
and ready policy at work which finds 
some not insignificant favour elsewhere, 
that the great object of all government 
now must be to make the rich poorer 


was 


was 


and the poor richer. It is easy to 
make the rich poorer, but there is 
a long interval between that and 


making the poor richer. 


The surplus of income which I presume 
you propose now to devote to one helpless 
class in the community is a_ surplus 
income largely given in the payment of 
wages and in employment, both of which 
may shrink largely, if not nearly dis- 
appear, under the operation of this 
measure. But financial opportuneness is 
not a ground which this House can take in 
opposition to the other House, which has 
unanimously declared that it is financially 
opportune. That we may gather from 
their vote. The third ground on which 
some of us objected to it, or doubted with 
regard to it—because none of us, I think, 
either felt or expressed anv objection to 
its benevolent aim—the third ground 
was this, that it compromised our means 
of national defence. We have to find 
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men, we have to find ships, and soon, it 
appears, we shall have to find an aerial 
armament—all imposing a vast and in- 
creasing burden on thecommunity. One 
of the greatest resources of Great Britain 
in all our wars, as everybody who has read 
history with even the most careless eye 
must know, has been the great reserve 
of national wealth which enabled us to 
wear out some of the greatest of our foes. 
That reserve of the national wealth this 
Bill proposes seriously to tap, because we 
are living under war taxation now, and 
this Bill must indefinitely increase that 
war taxation in the time of profound 
peace. But that, again, is a ground on 
which the House of Lords has no standing 
as against the other House. The other 
House that finds the funds, that provides 
the money, is the guardian of our national 
defence ; and there isno resolution that I 
can see which could be brought within 
the limits of the privileges of this House 
which would enable us to put that 
consideration into the Bill, if indeed any 
practical form could be found of doing so. 
I say, then, that according to all the 
doubts which I have been able to ascertain 
with regard to this Bill on its Second 
Reading vou can do nothing effectually, 
you can do no good, but you will assume 


{LORDS} 


some share of the responsibility that | 


attaches to His Majesty’s Government 
and the other House in this matter. 


There is one Amendment, I confess, 
which I view with some sympathy, which 
is that of my noble friend on the cross 
benches (Ear! Cromer). That is a limit- 
ing Amendment which isin the nature of 
a Second Reading Amendment, and which 
I think, if it were practicable, might have 
some influence on the future. But I greatly 
doubt if it be practicable, and if it would 
be found binding when the limit of time 
had been arrived at. I do not myself 
think that the House of Commons for a 
moment would adopt that limit, and I 
do not suppose that this House is dis- 
posed to enter into serious conflict with 
the other House with regard to such a 
question as that. 


May I put one point to my noble 
is this. If 
this old-age pension scheme is ever to be 


friend, and only one? It 


limited in its operations, if it is ever to 


The Eurl of Rosebery. 
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be put a stop to, and put on a different 
or contributory footing, if in any sense 
it is to be reversed or amended, that, jt 
seems to me, can only be one by the 
full action of Parliament after experience 
of the working in a certain definite 
time. If the country finds that it com- 
promises its means of national defence 
in such conjuncture as that portrayed 
in vivid colours by my noble friend the 
other day, it will retrace its steps without 
any limit of the kind which he seeks to 
impose. On the other hand, the limita- 
tion that he seeks to impose by the 
Amendment is one of a paper description, 
which, though I admit it was adopted 
in the case of the Ballot Act by the 
other House by way of compromise, [ 
do not think they would take as a limit 
to a financial Bill of their own. It is 
quite easy to imagine a_ position of 
affairs when the country will find itself 
unequal to the task of nationa! defence, 
and may say that, great as this scheme 
of benevolence was, we were not able 
to afford it, and, while respecting exist- 
ing beneficiaries, were obliged to 
retrace our steps. 


we 


May I say in passing that I do not 
consider as altogether justified the lurid 
colours in which the noble Lord painted 
the general situation ? But I do share 
his views to this extent, that the situa- 
tion would become quite as alarming 
as he described it if we were found to be 
weak or unequal to the task of the 
responsibility of the armaments that 
encumber us. That would be a dangerous 
moment, and that may be a dangerous 
moment if our finances are unequal to 
the demand. I further 
to say. I have delivered my soul, and 


have nothing 
have washed my hands free so far as I 
can from any responsibility for this 
vast measure of policy, which must rest 
on the responsibility of His Majesty's 
Government alone. I do not doubt 
that they welcome and rejoice in that 
responsibility with the means and i- 
formation at their disposal. But we 
have not those means. We have not, 
in my judgment, any adequate means 
for practically or largely improving this 
Bill as a measure, and yet we are about, 
by tinkering with it, to assume a share 
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of the responsibility which, in my judg- | 
ment, we should be most reluctant Tto 
take on our shoulders. 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 
House in Committee accordingly. 


|Lord Batrour of Bur eieH in the! 
Chair. } 


Clause 1: 


THE LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LoREBURN) : My Lords, before the Amend- 
ment of the noble Earl (Earl Cromer) 
is considered, I shall ask vour Lordships’ 
leave in accordance with precedent to 
make a very few observations on the 
occasion of this Committee entering on 
these Amendments. I need not dwell 
on the nature and extent of the privilege 
always claimed by the House of Commons | 
which is embodied in the well-known 
Resolution of 1678—a Resolution which 
has been repeatedly affirmed by the 
action of the other House and is now | 
a part of the Constitution. I wish | 
merely to refer to the particular applica- 
tion ofthat Resolution and of the privilege 
to these Amendments. This is a Bill 
which orignated with a financial Resolu- 
tion m the House of Commons, and was 
throughout treated in the House of 
Commons as a part of the Budget of 
the vear, and it is in the strictest possible 
sense a money Bill. It is a Bill which 
deals almost entirely with the application 
of public money to a specified purpose. | 
I believe it will appear that the House of | 
Commons will regard as an interference 
with their privileges anv Amendments | 
which in substance either increase or 
diminish the charge or which affect the 
conditions upon which the money is 
to be spent. It may be, of course, that 
the House of Commons may take a 
different view from the view which I 
take, but it is mv duty, I think, to tell 
your Lordships that, in my belief, that 
House will take that view, for I know, 
and we all know, how jealous thev are 
of any encroachment upon their privilege. 
There is one part of the Bill, that relating | 
to machinery, on which no doubt,there 
mav be a different opinion. It stands | 
somewhat apart from the clauses relating | 
to the application of the money, and [| 
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do not think that Amendments relating 
to machinery would be treated as coming 
within the privilege. But as regards 
the Amendment which is in the name of 
the noble Earl, Lord Cromer, I think it 
is my duty, in accordance with precedent, 
to state to your Lordships that, in my 
opinion, that Amendment will be certainly 
regarded as a violation of their privileges 
bv the House of Commons. 


*THE Mareuess oF LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I am sure the House will not 
take amiss the friendly warning, if I 
may so call it, given to us by the noble 
and learned Lord; and I entertain so 
much respect for his high authority that 
I hesitate very much to suggest anything 
to vour Lordships which might seem 
not in accordance with his advice. But 
the matter is a very grave one for this 
House. We have to think, not only of 
the privilege of the House of Commons. 
but of the rights of the House of Lords. 
And I must say that there seems to me 


| to be a tendency to restrict those rights 


in a manner dangerous to the public 
interest. These restrictions are parti- 
cularly dangerous at the present time 
because, owing to the arrangements under 
which business is conducted in the House 
of Commons, it happens again and again 
that important measures pass through 
that House without discussion of some 
of their most important clauses. It 
comes then to this, that you may have a 
Bill of first-rate importance, of which a 
large part is not discussed in the House 
of Commons, because no room is left for 
that “discussion under the guillotine 
arrangements much in vogue, 
and which is not discussed in the House 
of Lords because we are brought up short 
by a reference to the privilege of the 
House of Commons. That seems to me 
to disclose a very serious danger. 


how so 


Now this question of House of Com- 
mons privilege has been not unfrequently 
discussed in this House. We have the 
right I believe that is not contested— 
to reject a Money Bill altogether, but 
there seems to be a verv considerable 


| difference of opinion as to the extent to 


which we are free to deal with Amend- 
ments to a Money Bill, particularly 
if it is not a Money Bill pure and simple, 
but one of those Bills which, dealing 
with financial questions, also involve 
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important legislative issues. The noble 


and learned Lord told us a moment ago | 


that this was a Money Bill in the strictest 
sense of the word, because it was intro- 
duced after a Resolution passed by the 
House of Commons. I shall be able, 
I think, to show presently that there have 
been other Bills introduced in an exactly 
similar manner under cover of an exactly 
similar resolution which the House otf 
Lords has been allowed to amend. 


I am tempted, and I am afraid I shall 


have to ask the patience of the House | 


while I cite one or two authorities in 
support of my view. The matter is 
so important and is one that cannot be 
hurriedly passed over. I shall endea- 
vour to show to your Lordships that 
there has been in the past a reasonable 
interpretation of the rule of privilege 
as well as an unreasonable interpretation 
of that rule, under which it is sorght 
to deny to this House all opportunity 
of dealing with Bills of this class. So 
far as I am able to gather from the 
precedents to which I have referred, it 
has been on previous occasions admitted 
that this House did not encroach on the 
privilege of the other House if its Amend- 
ments were distinctly within the scope 
and intention of the Bill under dis- 
cussion, and, in support of that view, I 
should like to cite to vour Lordships the 
following One of them arose as 
long age as the vear 1838, and I find 
that Mr. Abercromby — used 
these words. Dealing with the Lords’ 
Amendments to the Poor Relief (Ireland) 
Bill, he said—- 


Cases, 


Speaker 


{LORDS} 
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| ments, which were doubtless framed with the 
| view rather of forwarding the objects of the 
| Bill than otherwise.” 

I find that the subject arose again in the 
vear 1847, when somewhat similar lap. 
guage was used, which I will not trouble 
vour Lordships by reading, and again 
jin the year 1849 in connection with 
another Poor Relief (Ireland) — Bill, 
Upon that occasion Lord John Russell 
said this— 


** Town it appears to me that, so long as the 
House of Lords confine themselves to amending 
the Poor Law, with a view to effect hetter 
legislation on the subject of a legal provision for 
the poor, and not for the sake of increasing 
the amount of rates, or with the especial view 
of imposing a tax upon the subject, it is not 
expedient that we should assert our privileges 
in that respect. With regard to legislation 
in reference to the condition of the poor, it 
must be acknowledged by all to be a subject 
of very great importance, and one concerning 
which both Houses of Parliament should be 
entitled to give an opinion. I think legislation 
is likely to proceed more harmoniously between 
the two Houses of Parliament if we do not assert 
our privileges on an occasion of this kind.” 
I cannot conceive language more exactly 
fitted to the circumstances through which 
we are passing at the present time. 
Lord John Russell went on 


“ T believe that the Amendments have been 
introduced by the House of Lords with a view 
to amend, in their opinion, the law relating 
the poor in Ireland. That I conceive to be 
a subject upon which they are fairly éntitled 
to give an opinion, and respecting which they 
have a right to propose such Amendments as 
they think would conduce to the better manage- 
| ment of the poor in Ireland.” 


Those are, no doubt, comparatively 
remote cases, and I wish to mention one 
or two of more recent date. 


“As the Bill was one of a very peculiar | 


character, affecting not only the proprietors 
of the land, but the great mass of the people of 
Ireland, and, as the principle of rating was 
necessarily incidental to such a measure, he 
considered that, if the privileges of this House 
were strictly pressed in such a case, they would 
almost tend to prevent the House of Peers 
from taking such a measure into its considera- 
tion in a way that might be on all grounds 
advisable.” 

He then gave this remarkable advice to 
the House— 

“He thought the privileges of this House 
would be best secured by being not too far 
pressed.” 

That was the view of the Speaker, and, 
upon that, Lord John Russell made the 
following comment— 

‘** He hoped, therefore, that the House would 
enter upon the consideration of these Amend- 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


I come to the Free Education Bill 
|of 1891. That Bill, like the Bill upon 
the Table, was a Money Bill in the 
sense that it began with a Resolution in 
the House of Commons. The Resolution 
with which the Free Education Bill of 
1891 began was really word for word 
the same as the Resolution upon which 
this Bill is framed. The two Resolutions 
are in precisely similar terms. The 
House of Lords amended the Free Edu- 


cation Bill of 1891, and some of the 
Amendments were accepted by the 
House of Commons. With others the 


House did not agree, and the Speaker 
advised the House not to accept them. 
The House of Lords did not accept that 
decision of the Speaker without demut, 
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for I find that the late Lord Salisbury 
drew attention to the matter in thi- 
House and made a very remarkable 
statement. Lord Salisbury said— 

“Tt appears to me the claim set up in the 
reasons sent by the House of Commons is an 
excessive claim, and much in advance of anv 
that has been made before, and I do not think 
the decision of the Speaker is tenable. . . 
I think, in assenting to this Amendment, we 
ought to indicate that, though we do so for the 
sake of the Bill being passed, we cannot consent 
to the doctrine stated in the reasons sent up 
by the House of Commons being made a pre- 
cedent hereafter, that anything which may 
indirectly lead to an increase in the public 
charge is outside the competence of this House.” 
Lord Salisbury then moved, and the 
House accepted, the following Resolu- 
tion— 

“That this House, in agreeing to the said 

Amendment, makes no admission in respect of 
any deduction which may be made from the 
reasons offered by the House of Commons, and 
does not consent that the said reasons should 
hereafter be drawn into a precedent.” 
That shows that this House guarded 
itself against accepting what I ventured 
to call just now the extreme interpreta- 
tion of the privilege of the House of 
Commons. 


I am afraid that I must trouble your 
Lordships with one more case. It is a 
case of recent date that appears to me to 
go even further in support of the view 
that I have ventured to maintain. In 
1906, when we sent down the Edueation 
Bill of that vear to the House of Commons 
with a very large number of Amendments, 
a Member of the House of Commons sug- 
gested that the whole of those Amend- 
ments were an encroachment on the 
privilege of the House and should there- 
fore be rejected en bloc. I want vour 
Lordships to consider what was said on 
that by the present Speaker of the House 
of Commons. He said— 

“The hon. Member asks me to rule that all 
the Amendments are infringements of the 
privileges of this House. In asking me to do 
that I think he is asking me to press the position 
which this House has taken up on questions of 
privilege far beyond the rule which has hitherto 
obtained. If the argument of the hon. Member 
were pressed to its logical conclusion it would 
prevent the House of Lords from dealing with 
any question which affected the Army, or the 
Navy, or the Civil service, or with any object 
whatever for which any grant is voted by this 
House. I donot think that that is the intention 
of the Resolution which he cited, and it certainly 
has not been. up to the present time. the practice 
of this House to press its privileges so far. 
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Therefore, I am driven to the conclusion that 
the hon. Member has asked me to lay down a 
rule which has never hitherto been adopted by 
this House, for which he himself said he was 
unable to find any direct precedent, and for 
that reason I cannot accede to the view he has 
put forward.” 

Well, my Lords, these cases seem to me 
to show that it has been again and again 
conceded that this House is within its 
rights when it amends a Bill which, 
although in a sense a Money Bill, deals 
with matters which are not mere financial 
matters, but goa great deal bevond mere 
question of finance. I will go further and 
say that it is the duty of this House, if it 
considers that a Bill coming from the 
House of Commons is capable of useful 
amendment and that the Amendments 
are not inconsistent with the general 
scope and effect of the Bill, to suggest 
those Amendments even if they touch the 
border of privi'ege and leave to the House 
of Commons the responsibility of rejecting 
them. 


The matter is one of very great diffi- 
culty and delicacy, because it involves 
the relations of the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment. I am almost disposed to think 
that it is a matter that deserves to be 
thoroughly inquired into with a view to 
the establishment of rules more 
distinct than anv which can be gathered 
from the text-books: but in the mean- 
while I humbly suggest that the opinion 
expressed by Mr. Speaker Abercromby 
that the privilege of the House of Com- 
mons can be best secured bv not pressing 
it too hard, is a reasonable and states- 
manlike view. For that reason I trust 
that vour Lordships will not be deterred 
from discussing the Amendment of my 
friend on the benches, or, 
indeed, any of the Amendments on the 
Paper, merely because we are to be told 
that this is a money Bill and that, there- 
fore, the House of Lords has not a right 
to lay a finger upon any one of its pro- 


some 


noble cross 


visions. 


THe Eart or HALSBURY: My 
Lords, I do not rise for the purpose of 
entering into a general controversy on 
the subject of privilege, and I do not 
find anything in what was said by the 
noble and learned Lord on the Woolsack 
with which I ean specifically disagree. 
But I wish, in the first place, to point 
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o.it that the discussion is in one sense 
inopportune. No one has ever doubted 
for a moment the right of this House to 
discuss at any length all the provisions 
of any Bill, whether a money Bill or 
otherwise. The House of Commons his 
repeatedly adopted suggestions intended 
to promote the general object of a Bill, 
without considering whether they were 
or were not an infringement of their 
privileges. The question, therefore, would 
only arise after Amendments had been 
mide by your Lordships, and when 
the Bill as amended was presented to 
the House of Commons for its assent. 
Another proposition has also been re- 
peatedly pointed out in the House of 
Commons. That is that, even assuming, 
in the strictest sense, that it is an invasion 
of privilege, an Amendment moved by 
vour Lordships might, nevertheless, be 
such an improvement to the Bill that the 
House of Commons were quite prepared 
to accept it and make it part of the Bill. 
Those two propositions appear to me to 
show that a discussion at present makes 
it inopportune to determine what should 
or should not be the course of proceeding 
with regard to Amendments. I may 
sav, in passing, that the noble Earl, Lord 
Rosebery, if he will forgive me for 
siving so, assumed a_ contradictory 
position. If these Amendments, such 
as they are, are rejected by the House 
of Commons as not being within the 
eompetence of this House to insert, 
where is the responsibility for the Bill 
hereafter when that which we have 
suggested in the way of Amendment has 
been rejected by the House of Commons / 
It appears to me that that is an argument 
which defeats itself. The only mode in 
which we could be supposed to be re- 
sponsible for the consequences of this 
Bill would be by the adoption on the 
part of the House of Commons of any 
of our Amendments. 


THe Eart or ROSEBERY: I did 
not sav that all the Amendments were 
against the privilege of the House of 
Commons. 


THE Eart or HALSBURY: Then 
that restricts my observations to the 
perticular Amendments to which the 
noble Earl did refer. 


The Earl of Halsbury. 


{LORDS} 


No responsibility | 
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on our part can be involved if our Amend- 
ments are rejected, but it seems to me 
that it is our duty to try and make the 
Bill, if it is to pass, as good as it can 
be made. Apart from the merely techni- 
cal question of privilege, there are cases 
which might be quoted which show 
that other questions arise. I remember 
that on one occasion, when the House 
of Commons had passed a_ provision 
appointing certain agents in Jamaica 
to hold office for three years, this House 
altered the period to five years, thereby 
adding another two years salary; and 
that Amendment was accepted. But 
the technical question is not just now 
before us. Nothing could be more 
true or more absolutely pertinent to 
the position than what the noble Earl 
Lord Rosebery said when he spoke 
of the vast change in public policy in- 
volved in this Bill, and is it to be said 
that this House alone is to be silent in 
such a case? I should be very sorry, 
indeed, if anv technical rules of privilege 
prevented the fullest and amplest dis- 
cussion of the various provisions of this 
Bill. If it ever were true that we ought 
to assert the right of discussion, at all 
events, it is certainly true at a time when 
some of the most important provisions 
of this Bill have been passed over without 
discussion at all, at the instance of the 
Ministry for the time being. It appears 
to me that it is time for us to assert 
our right of discussion, and that one of 
our institutions, at all events, should 
insist upon the right of free discussion, 
and not be entirely controlled by the 
Ministry for the time being. 
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*THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE COLONIES (The Earl of Crewe): 
My Lords, I have indeed very little to add 
to what has been said by my noble and 
learned friend. He said with perfect 
truth that we are not the guardians of 
the privileges of the House of Commons, 
but in saving what he did he acted accord- 
ing to many precedents in drawing atten- 
tion to certain Amendments on the Paper 
which, in his opinion and in the opinion 
of others, might, if adopted by this 
House, be regarded by the House of Com- 
mons as a breach of privilege. 


That has happened before. The noble 
and learned Lord opposite wil] very well 
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remember what happened on the Volun- 
tary Schools Bill in 1897. On that occa- 


sion an Amendment was moved by my 


noble friend Lord Spencer, the effect of 
which would undoubtedly have beer 
somewhat to diminish the charge under 
the Bilt; and the noble and learned Lord 
opposite, then upon the Woolsack. drew 
attention to the fact that this proposed 
Amendment was in contravention of the 
famous Resolution of the House of Com- 
mons. He considered it his duty, with, 
I think, the general agreement of the 
House, to call attention to the fact. That 
is what my noble and learned friend be- 
hind me has done on this occasion. The 
noble Marquess, Lord Lansdowne, adduced 
various precedents of varying age, and 
also.if I may say so, of varying value. I 
do not think that he added much to the 
strength of his position by alluding to 
the Motion which was made by Mr. Paul, 
the Member for Northampton, in respect 
to the Education Bill of 1906, or to the 
observations which at that time fell from 
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Paul’s contention was 
that because the Bill in certain repects 
dealt with money it should in no way be 
touched or amended by your Lordships ; 
that is to say, that, supposing vour Lord- 
ships had inserted an Amendment that 
one of the managers should be a woman, it 
would be a breach of privilege of the 
House of Commons. I think it would 
be generally agreed that that was strain- 
ing the theory of privilege bevond any - 
thing that has ever been attempted be- 
fore, and the hon. Member himself fullv 
admitted that that was the case. 

On the other hand, it seemed to me 
that in the observations which he made 
the noble Marquess opposite took a line 
in the other direction, which, so far as I 
can understand, this House has not 
previously attempted to take. I under- 
stood him to say that, although an Amend- 
ment affected the charges either in the 
way of increase or diminution, as long as 
it wes within the scope and purpose of 
the Bill it ought not to be considered 
a breach of privilege. I ask the noble 
Marquess whether the House of Commons 
would not consider it to be outside the 
province of this House to double or halve 
the charges connected with a Bill. It 
could not be said that to do that would 


be foreign to the whole scope and purpose | 
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of the Bill, but I think it must be generally 
agreed that that would be regarded by 
the other House as a very distinct breach 
of privilege. 


Pensions Bill. 


The noble and learned Lord who has 
just sat down said that this was a great 
change of public policy, and the House of 
Lords ought not to be debarred from con- 
sidering it. There I fully agree with him, 
but I do not think that because a change 
of policy is important a breach of privilege 
becomes more venial. The other House 
might be prepared in a particular case to 
waive their privileges, or might not con- 
sider the matter of sufficient importance 
to call for the assertion of them ; but it 
certainly would not be on account of the 
magnitude of the interests involved that 
that course would be taken. The object 
of my noble friend was, as I think the 
object of us all ought to be, to avoid 
anything in the nature of a collision of 
opinion between the two Houses if it can 
be reasonably avoided. My noble friend 
simply uttered a warning, as I think he 
was not only entitled but bound to do in 
the position which he holds. 


*EarL CROMER moved to amend 
Clause | (right to receive old-age pension) 
by inserting at the beginning the words : 
“until the 31st day of December. 1915.” 
He said he was unable to respond to the 
appeal which Lord Rosebery had made 
to him. His noble friend’s argument 
appeared to be that their Lordships 
would be less responsible for this measure 
if they did not attempt to amend it than 
iftheydidamendit. Personally he would 
feel much less responsible if he had done 
his best to amend the Bill than if he had 
taken no step in that direction. The 
Bill, as the noble Earl the Leader of the 
House had remarked on a former occa- 
sion, was not a long one, but it was one 
of very great importance. It wasscarcely 
an exaggeration to sav that not only 
every clause, but every line of each 
clause bristled with difficulties. The Bil 
had been in their Lordships’ hands for 
little more than a week, and he submitted 
that that was far too short a time forthe 
proper study of a matter of such im- 
portance. 


He wished to draw attention to the 
very great difficulties under which private 
Lordships’ 


Members of their House 
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laboured in dealing with a question of this 
sort. They could, indeed, through the 
medium of the reports, necessarily 
abridged, which were published of the 
proceedings in the other House, gain 
some imperfect knowledge of the argu- 
ments advanced for and against the 
Various provisions contained in the Bill, 
but they could not apply themselves 
seriously to the work of amendment until 
the Bill, in the form in which it finally 
left the other House, was in their hands. 
Then some of their Lordships would, he 
had no doubt, like to consult the many 
authorities outside the House who had 
made a special study of the questions with 
which the Bill dealt. Finally, when 
any individual Member had made up his 
mind as to the nature of the Amendment 
he would like to propose, he generally 
had to get it put into proper form by 
some one versed in the somewhat abstruse 
science of drafting. A monthorsix weeks 
would not have been too long for the 
study of this question before the Com- 
mittee stage was taken. In the course 
of the last few days he had _ re- 
ceived a great many letters on the 
subject of the Bill. He would like to 
read an extract from one ofthem. It was 
from a working man. In the course of a 
somewhat lengthy letter he wrote— 


**T can assure you that there are some even 
among working men whe endorse your views, 
and I exceedingly regret that greater oppor- 
tunities for discussion were not allowed. [ 
heartily wish you success in your Amendment. 
The limited experience it would impos» would, 
Iam sure, be sufficient to convince even ardent 
supporters of the measure of the grave mistake 
they are so cheerfully making.” 


Many suggestions had been made to him 
by persons whose opinions were entitled 
to respect, as to how the Bill could be 
amended, and he had not the least doubt 
that if time were available for further 
discussion some very useful Amendments 
in detail might be made without in any 
way striking a blow at the principle of 
the Bill. All Amendments of this nature, 
however, required careful consideration 
before they were brought forward, and 
the time ior adequate consideration had 
not been given to them. He need 
hardly say that he was far from blaming 
any individuals for that state of things. 
He was aware that they owed it to the 
unfailing courtesy displayed by the 
Earl Cromer. 


{LORDS} 
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noble Earl the Leader of the House that 
a few days’ grace had been accorded to 
them, and that the Committee Stage 
was adjourned from last Thursday till 
that day. 


The system was at fault, and he must 
say that anything more unsatisfactory 
than the practical working of the legisla. 
tive machinery of this country at present 
could scarcely be conceived. In the first 
stage of any important legislation there 
was generally what would seem to be 
almost a plethora of talk. Then ther 
rushed from the extreme of procrastina- 
tion to the other extreme of precipitation. 
The guillotine was ruthlessly applied and 
the measure reached their Lordsh'p; 
House without any adequate discussion 
having taken place in the other House 
on some of its most important pro- 
visions. In the House of Lords 
they were, fortunately, free from the 
operation of any guillotine, but he 
submitted that a moral pressure was 
put upon them which produced a very 
similar effect. They were hustled into 
precipitate legislation, and thus became 
in some degree responsible for measures 
which all were fully aware might 
be greatly improved if time for im- 
provement had been allowed. So fully 
convinced was he of the unwisdom of 
haste in dealing with the Bill before 
them, that it was with great reluctance 
that he abandoned a proposal which at 
one time he had thought of submitting 
to their Lordships to the effect that the 
Committee stage should be adjourned 
till the Autumn Session. He was aware 
that the adoption of that course would 
have postponed by a few months the 
passing of the Bill, but that would not 
have been too high au price to pay for 
eventually producing a measure which 
would have been well-considered, instead 
of one which bore throughout the stamp 
of undue haste and want of foresight. 
He trusted their Lordships would pardon 
him for this digression. He had wished, 
however, to enter a further protest, I 
addition to those which had frequently 
been made on former occasions, agaist 
the legislative procedure now in vogte. 


Of the two Amendments to the clause 
standing in his name the second was 
merely a natural consequence of the first, 
and he would deal with them together. 
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Under the Bill as it now stood, not only 
every person now living, but everyone 
born hereafter would, on attaining the 
ave of seventy years, be entitled to 
receive a pension if he or she fulfilled | 
the conditions laid down in the Act. 
His proposal was that the obligation to | 
give pensions on attaining the age of 
seventy under the conditions of the Bill 
should expire on 31st December, 1915, | 
but that no person in receipt of a pension | 
under the Act on that date should be | 
deprived of his pension by the expiry of | 
the Act. He need hardly say that cad 

| 

| 

| 

| 


did not mean that the system of granting 
old-age pensions would cease and de- 
termine in 1915. Far from it. All that 
the Amendment provided was that at 
some time prior to the close of 1915 the 
subject must again come before Parlia- 
ment, with a view to the introduction of 
a new and probably more complete 
system based on the experience which by 
that tume would have been gained. 


The Amendment was not conceived 
inany spirit of hostility to the Bill. It 
was in no sense what was generally 
called a wrecking Amendment. On the 
occasion of the Second Reading, he spoke 
somewhat strongly against the Bill as a | 
whole, on the ground that no adequate 
provision was made for the heavy ex- 
penditure which would be incurred. But 
he had never in the least doubted the | 
desirability of making better provision 
than now existed for the aged poor, and, 
moreover, even if this were not the case, 
he would consider that now that the 
principle had been affirmed by both 
Houses of Parliament, it was far too 
late to call it in question. Nor did the 
Amendment contain any covert attack 
oh a non-contributory system. What- 
ever might be said for and against that 
system, the Bill was based upon the 
principle that a non-contributory system 
was to be recognised by the law of this 
country. He therefore wished to say 
that he accepted that principle loyally. 
But this did not imply the absolute 
negation of some sort of contributory 
scheme for all time. 


In the course of the debates which had 
taken place in this and the other House, 
it had been fully recognised by Members | 
of His Majesty’s Government that the | 
plan embodied in the Bill was of a 
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provisional, and not of a permanent 
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nature. The Prime Minister, speaking 
in the other House on June 17th, dis- 
tinctly said— 

“The Bill does not prejudice any action 


Parliament may see proper to take in the years 
to come ”’— 


he was also right in 
stating that in a speech made to a 
meeting held in London the Prime 
Minister said that the Government Bill 
would not prevent the enactment of a 
contributory measure hereafter. What 
he wanted to see was the essentially 
provisional character of the measure 
stamped upon the face of the Bill. If 
once a distinct promise was given, not 
only to the present but future generations, 
that all were to be entitled to a pension 
who fulfilled the conditions set forth in 
the Bill, it would, he conceived, be very 
difficult to do anything which would 
render the Government of the day open 
to the charge that the promise had been 
‘troken. He wanted, therefore, to limit 
the liability of the Government. 


and he thought 


One of the main objections to a con- 
tributory scheme was that it would be a 
great Many vears before it would come 
Under the Amendment 
which he proposed this difficulty dlis- 
appeared. ‘To use a term which had been 
frequently employed in these debates, 
it enabled the transitionary period before 
a more thorough scheme could be devised, 
to be bridged over. He did not hesitate 
to say that he would like to see some 
sort of contributory scheme grafted on 
to the present Neither 
he at all convinced that such a process 
would be impossible, though he did not 
in the least say that he was prepared 
to bring forward a cut-and-dried scheme 
at present for effecting this object. But 
the Amendment did not pledge the 
Government to the adoption of a con- 
tributory scheme. On the contrary, it 
left the field quite clear. All it did, in 
effect, was to sav—This is a temporary 
measure; we provide by this Bill for 
people who are already advanced in lite, 
and we await the Report of the Poor 
Law Commission and the experience 


into operation. 


measure. Was 


| which will be gained by the practical 


working of this temporary measure, In 
order to reconsider the matter and 
bring forward some more thorough 
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measure for dealing with the whole of 
this important question. 


There could not be any doubt that 
the Bill as it stands would strike a very 
serious blow to the operations of the 
friendly societies. Under his Amend- 
ment the effect of this blow would be 
very much mitigated. There would still 
be a strong inducement to all persons 
under sixty-three years of age to make 
provision for themselves, with the result 
that thrift would not be discouraged. 


After the discussion that had taken 
place he could hardly hope that His 
Majesty’s Government would accept the 
Amendment, which had been brought 
forward after consultation with many 
who had devoted their lives to the con- 
sideration of this important question, 
and which would be very warmly received 
by the very numerous classes who viewed 


with much alarm the very sweeping 
nature of the scheme involved in the 
Bill. The date of 3lst December, 1915, 


had been mentioned because, in moving 
the Second Reading of the Bill, the noble 
Viscount (Lord Wolverhampton) stated 
that probably Lord George Hamilton’s 
Commission would report in the autumn, 
and that then it might take four or five 
vears to frame a Bill for the reform of 
the administration of the Poor Law. 
He did not hold any strong opinion as 
to the date which should be mentioned 
in the Amendment; but for purposes 
of discussion, he had given six vears, or 
one more vear than the maximum period 
named by the noble Viscount. 


Amendment moved— 

“In page I, line 5, to insert at the beginning 
of the clause the words * Until the thirty-first day 
of December one thousand nine hundred and 
fifteen.’ "°—( Earl Cromer.) 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
he did not quite see what advantage 
would accrue by the adoption of this 
Amendment. The Amendment _ pro- 
ceeded on the assumption that Parlia- 
ment would, on the passing of the Bill, 
lose its power for so many years. 
the Bill could not bind a succeeding 


{LORDS} 
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privilege as between the two Houses, 
he quite agreed that there were Amend. 
ments in. regard to which the House of 
Commons wisely waived the question 
of privilege. It had been done in a 
great many He reminded the 
noble Marquess the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion that there was one precedent which 
he did not quote, and that, he thought, 
was the most recent of all. That was 
the precedent of the Voluntary Schools 
Bill of 1897 when Lord Halsbury, then 
Lord Chancellor, called attention to the 
position in which an Amendment moved 
by Lord Spencer stood. The noble and 
learned Lord said— 


cases. 


* He called attention to the matter at once 
for the sake of saving time, for he thought the 


| same question would arise on most, if not all, 


of the Amendments proposed to be moved,” 


He thought that, so far as he could fore- 
cast the future, the same state of things 
would be repeated on this occasion. 
Lord Halsbury continued—— 


“The Bill was for the purpose of making 
certain grants-in-aid to voluntary 
The rule—he called it a rule, for, although it was 
originally a protest and a Resolution of the 
cther House, it had, as Sir Thomas May said 
in his book, been acted upon as a rule of Parlia- 
mentary procedure for some 300 years—was: 
‘That all aids and supplies and aids to His 
Majesty in Parliament are the sole gift of the 
Commons and al! Bills for the granting of any 
such aids and supplies ought to begin with the 
Commons, and that it is the undoubted and 
sole right of the Commons to direct, limit, and 
appoint in such Bills the ends, purposes, con- 
siderations, conditions, limitations, and quaii- 
fications of such grants which ought not to be 
changed or altered by the House of Lords.” 


Lord Halsbury then quoted Sir Thomas 


s hools, 


, May’s comment upon this, which was— 


But | 


Parliament as to the duration of the Act, | 


and it could be repealed by any future | atter 
7 | respectful to the House to discuss the matte 


Parliament whenever it thought fit so 


, . m 
“It is upon this latter Resolution that al 


proceedings between the two Houses in matters 
of Supply are now founded.” 


The noble and learned Lord continued— 


** Upon this Parliament had acted ever since’ 
and in the circumstances he put it to the noble 
and learned Lord opposite whether he agreed 
with him in the construction to be put upon the 
words. He had no authority, although Speaker 
of the House, to decide questions of order. 
Had he that right. he should decide that the 
Amendment standing in the name of Earl 
Spencer was out of order, but he now only put it 
to the noble Earl and the noble and learned 
Lord beside him whether it was possible, in the 
face of the authority he had quoted, to say 
that the Amendment was in order? If it 
were not in order then it would be hardly 


and to come to a decision to which their Lord- 


to do, Referring to the question of! ships could give no practical effect, because if 


Earl Cromer. 
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Clause#1. The noble Duke expressed 
his confidence that their Lordships would 
extend to him the indulgence which was 
always given to one who, however prac- 
tised speaker, addressed their Lord- 
ships for the first time. 
down the Amendment in the hope that 
it would elicit from the Government an 
explanation of how it was proposed to 
carry the Bill into effect. Machinery 
would have to be devised by which a 
sum, at the very lowest computation, 
of £150,000 a week would have to be 


distributed in pensions, ranging from 
the maximum of £13 a year to the 


minimum of £2 10s. a year, in all parts 


of the United Kingdom. At present 
the machinery in the Bill consisted of 
a Central Pensions Board, which was 


to have power to delegate its authority 
to any committee or individual. It 
seemed to him that the President of the 


Local Government Board for the time 
being would be the central pensions 
authority. The other machinery was 
the local pensions committee and the 
pensions officer. The last-named was 

Treasury official, and upon him to a 


great extent would depend the success 
or failure of the Act. The Government 
had left it to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, the Postmaster-General, and the 
President of the Local Government 
Board to devise schemes as to how this 
Act was to be carried into effect. They 
were taking a very great step in delega- 
ting what were really the functions 
of the Imperial Parliament to the Minis- 
terial officials for the time being. Very 
many of the difficulties in putting the 
Territorial Forces Act into operation 
were due to the uncertainty of the Act 
itself, and to the fact that the country 
had to wait to see what the orders of 
the Army Council would be. In this 
Pensions Act they were dealing with a 
very large sum of money, and there was 
no information in the Bill itself as to 
how that money to be brought 
down to the pockets of those whom Par- 


was 


He had put | 


{LORDS} 


liament intended to receive that money. | 


He understood the agency to be employed 


would be the Post Office, but what 


authority would the Post Office require | 


in disbursing these monies ? What were 
the rules and regulations which would 
deal with the distribution of this large 
and increasing sum of money? The 


The Duke of Devonshire. 


| 


| Government 
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whole system of the machinery in the 
Bill was vague and loose. Those of 
their Lordships, who, like himself, 
had been connected with the Public 
Accounts Committee in the House of 
Commons would know how essential jt 
was that Parliament should clearly 
and distinctly lay down the source by 


which money was to flow from the 
Treasury. That was the only way jn 
which an effective control could be 


maintained. He did not pretend’ that 
in the face of the somewhat vague and 
faulty machinery in the Bill his Amend- 
ment would convert it into a satisfactory 
machinery ; but he had adopted practi- 
cally the same phraseology as was to 
be found in the Small Holdings Act, 
If hts Amendment were ace epted it would 
enable Parliament to be placed in receipt 
of the necessarv accounts to enable 

thorough and systematic audit to take 


place. At the present time there was 
no provision in the Bill for any audit 
at all. 

Amendment moved-— 

‘In page 1, line 15, after subsection (3) t 
insert the following new subsections: * (4 
For the purposes of this Act there shall be 
opened an account at the Bank of England 
called “ The Old-Age Pensions Account,” and 


there shall be paid to this account such money 


as may from time to time be provided by 
Parliament towards defraying the costs and 
expenses incurred in Great Britain in the 
execution of this Act, and all other sums 


received in respect of old-age pensions under 
this Act, and directed by regulations under this 
Act to be paid into the Old-Age Pensions 
Account. (5) The costs and expenses incurred 
in Great Britain in the execution of this Act 
shall be paid by the Local Government Board 
subject to regulations to be 
Treasury out of the money standing to that 
account. (6) At the end of every financial 
year, accounts of the receipts and expenditure 
of the Old-Age Pensions Account shal! be made 
up in such form and with such particulars as 
may be directed by the Treasury, and shall be 
audited by the Comptroller and Auditor-General 


made by the 


as public accounts in accordance with such 
regulations as the Treasury may make, and 
shall be laid before Parliament together with 
his report thereon.’ ”"—(Lhe Duke of Devon- 
shire.) 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
pressed his pleasure at hearing 
the of Duke, 
to whom he had sat for many 
the other House. He regretted that the 
could not accept the 
The regulations tor the 


all 


the noble opposite 


voice 
years Ill 


Amendment. 
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distribution of the money would be laid | 
before Parliament as soon as_ possible. 
The schemes and the details of the 
schemes had been prepared and con- 
sidered by the Treasury officials, to whom 
the finances of this country had been 
entrusted for so many years and with 
so much success. There were reasons, 
which the noble Duke would appreciate, 
why it would be most unwise to put a 
great deal of the machinery into an Act 
of Parliament, because it could not then 
be altered or amended without going 
through all the various stages of passing 
a Bill through both Houses of Parlia- 
ment. The machinery for distribution 
would have to be carefully tested under 
the supervision of the Ministers of the 
(Crown, and when the defects had been 
ascertained then those defects could be 
administratively altered without delay. 
It was desirable to avoid having separate 
Acts of Parliament for these Amend- 
ments in machinery. He could assure 
the noble Duke that his fears in the 


matter were groundless. 


Viscounr St. ALDWYN said their 
Lordships were indebted to the noble 
Duke for having called attention to the 
deficiency in the Bill in the most im- 
portant matter to which he had alluded. 
What had been the answer of the noble 
Viscount 2 It was merely that regu- 
lations would be made and would be 
presented to Parliament. He was quite 
aware that it would be impossible to 
insert all the necessary regulations in 
an Act of Parliament. The noble Duke 
had explained that in the Small Holdings 
Act there were certain definite principles 
laid down with regard to the expenditure 
of money which it would be perfectly 
possible, mutatis mutandis, for His 
Majesty’s Government to have em- 
bodied in this Bill. But that was not 
done. Would it not have been very 
much better, considerg how long this 
matter had occupied the attention of 
the Government, and that they must 
have arrived at certain conclusions 
upon it by this time, that those regula- 
tions should have been laid before 
Parliament before they were asked to 
Voteyupon the matter, so that they 
might know exactly what they were 
dong? He thought, however, after what 
hadabeen said that his noble friend 
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would probably not desire to press the 
Amendment, although he had done a 
public service in moving it. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 1, as amended, agreed to. 


Lorp AVEBURY moved the insertion 
of a new clause which, he said, raised 
the whole question as between a con- 
tributory and a nen-contributory scheme. 
The price of an ounce of tobacco or a 
glass of beer a week when a man entered 
life would find the money. He had 
shown in the debate on Second Reading, 
and His Majesty’s Government had not 
attempted to controvert it, that with 
a few exceptions our workmen could 
easily provide themselves with pensions. 
Some 250,000, indeed, had done so 
already. The Board of Trade had shown 
that German workmen had lower wages, 
longer hours, dearer food, and dearer 
clothes than our people. They could and 
did provide themselves with pensions, 
and yet they were told that Englishmen 
could not. The Government had stated 
that contributory pensions were impos- 
sible in England. They had given no 
reason, except that Mr. Chamberlain 
once said so. Mr. Chamberlain, how- 
ever, said they were impossible because 
vou could not bridge over the interval. 
But the Germans had bridged over the 
interval, and the Bill with their Amend- 
ments would do so. True charitv would 
promote independence and encourage 
thrift. The Bill as it stood would 
increase dependence and _ discourage 
thrift. Thomas Tucker long ago said 
that husbandry (by which he meant 
thrift) was not an English virtue. They 
were doing their best to prevent its 
ever being so. They were penalising 
prudence, and subsidising self-indulgence. 
The advocates of a contributory scheme 
said to the workman, “If you will save 
something the State will double it.” 
The Government said to the workmen : 
“Tf you spend your savings in beer and 
tobacco we will give you a pension ; 
but if you are fool enough to put it by 
for old age we will do nothing for you.” 
And yet the Government professed to 
be, and he knew really were, in favour 
of temperance. The expenses of the 
| Bill would be enormous, but that was 
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not, to his mind, the great objection. 
If their Lordships rejected the Amend- 
ment the Bill would seriously lower the 
character and independence of the 
people, but if they passed it they would 
really confer a boon on the working 
classes. 


Amendment moved— 


** After Clause 1, to insert the following new 
clause: *‘(1) A person born after the first day 
of January nineteen hundred and nine and a 
person who on that day is under sixty-five 
years of age shall not be entitled to a pension 
under this Act. (2) The Treasury may make 
regulations enabling persons not entitled to 
pensions under this Act to provide the like 
pensions for themselves, and shall cause tables 
to be constructed for that purpose in which 
interest shall be calculated at the rate of four 
per cent. per annum. (3) Where a person, 
who on the first day of January nineteen 
hundred and nine is above the age of forty-one 
and under the age of sixty-five desires to provide 
a pension for himself as aforesaid, but is unable 
to pay the full coatribution that is required by 
the tables from a person of his age, the Treasury 
may pay for him so much of that contribution 
as exceeds the contribution that is required by 
the tables from a person of the age of forty- 
one.’ °"—(Lord Avebury.) 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
the proposal of the noble Lord reopened 
the whole controversy about contributory 
schemes. The Amendment could not 
be accepted, because the decision of 
both Houses of Parliament and of the 
country had been given against a contri- 
butory scheme. The question, so far 
as the Government were concerned, 
was a chose jugee. 


Viscount RIDLEY hopea the noble 
Lord would not press the Amendment 
at this moment. If he did he would be 
reluctantly compelled to vote against it, 
not because there were not mer:is in the 
proposal, but because there had been no 
time properly to consider it, and because, 
though many people for many years had 
been endeavouring to arrive at a satis- 
factory contributory scheme, there was 
no great body of opinion behind any 
particular scheme of that kind. 


Viscount St. ALDWYN associated 
himself with the appeal of the noble 
Viscount behind him, not so much for 
the reason his noble friend had given, 
but because the Amendment seemed to 
be a clear breach of privilege since it 


Lord Avebury. 


{LORDS} 
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proposed a grant from the taxpayers fora 
purpose for which the House of Commons 
had voted nothing at all. Although 
he could not see that the Amendment 
moved by the noble Earl on the crosg 
benches, Lord Cromer, necessarily raised 
the question of privilege, yet this Arend. 
ment did raise it in so clear a way that 
he submitted it should be withdrawn, 


Lorpv AVEBURY, while he did 
not understand how an Amendment 
that would effect a great saving to the 
Exchequer would be a breach of privilege, 
in deference to the noble Viscount’s 
opinion, asked leave to withdraw the 
Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn, 
Clause 2: 


Viscount) MIDLETON moved an 
Amendment to Clause 2 (‘* Statutory con- 
ditions for receipt of old-age pensions”) 
which would add to the condition as to 
recipients of pensions having attained 
the age of seventy the words ** as verified 
by certificates of birth or baptism, or, 
in the absence of such certificates, by 
census returns or other official docu- 
ments.” He apprehended that this 
Amendment would not come under the 
ban of privilege. If it were contended for 
a moment that it was improper for their 
Lordships to attempt to lay down how 
the age of seventy should be arrived at, 
then he thought the question of privilege 


would invade almost every measure 
which came before their Lordships’ 
House. This was an Amendment which 
merely attempted to secure the fair 


administration of the Bill, if it became an 
Act, in a particular as to which at the 
moment there was no regulation at all. 
This particular provision of the Bill con- 


tained nothing but uncertainties. There 
was no method in it whatever. They 


could not doubt that, as the Bill stood, 
the door was open to a distribution which 
had not got solid foundations, and in 
which naturally the impulse of every man 
would be on the side of liberality, especially 
in the poorer districts. In Ireland there 
were the fewest records, and_ there 
was also a traditional open-handedness 
and a very wide and hearty appreci2tion 


of the depth of the public purse. He did 
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not think his Amendment would in any 
way add difficulties to the scheme. 
In England there were registers of births 
going back to the year 1837. In Ireland 
the registers only went back to the year 
1866. There were, however, marriage 
registers, and a married man who did not | 
know the place of his birth would certainly | 
remember the place of his marriage. 
There were also other official statistics. 
Everv man who had served the Crown 
in any capacity had to state his age, 
and was officially accepted as being of 
a certain age. Those who had passed 
through the various forces of the Crown 
must number several millions, all of whose | 
could be ascertained from the | 
records. Where there were no other 
records, he relied on the Census Returns. 
He did not think it was asking too much 
to say that only cases which could be 
verified in this way should be dealt with | 
by the Pensions Committee, and that | 
where there was difficulty in verification | 
of any kind the matter should be dealt 
with by a separate and special body. | 
Many anomalies would arise unless some 
such provision were inserted. He thought 
it would be evident to their Lordships | 
that this was a case in which some | 
concession should be made. 
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Lorp ATKINSON suggested that Vis- 
count Midleton’s Amendment might fairly 
be accepted if the words “ wherever prac- 
ticable ’ were inserted after the word 
“ verified.” In many cases in Ireland 
there would be no official evidence avail- 
able beyond the census returns, except 
in the case of men who had served the 
Crown. A great many of the parish 
priests, however, had kept registers which 
might be available, and he therefore sug- 
gested the insertion in the Amendment 
of words to include true copies of any 
register of births or marriages kept by 


|a clergyman of any religious persuasion 


in connection with any office he might 

have held. 
Amendment moved to the Amend- 

ment— 

“To insert, after the words ‘ as verified,’ the 

words *‘ wherever practicable.’ ”°-—{Lord Atkin- 


son.) 


*THe Mareuess or LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I hope that either with or 
without the Amendment His Majesty's 


| Government will accept some such words 


as my noble friend has suggested. It is 
abundantly clear that, unless this clause 


|is fortified in some way, the taxpayers 


| of this country will be exposed to whole- 


Amendment moved— 


“Tn page 1, line 21, after the word ‘ seventy,’ 
to insert the words ‘ as verified by certificates 
of birth or baptism, or in the absence of such 
certificates by census returns or other official | 
documents.” —( Viscount Midleton.) | 

| 


*Viscountr WOLVERHAMPTON said | 
that the practice in the Colonies where | 
pensions had been established was that | 
the Court were not bound to require legal | 
evidence in this matter. Of course people 
would endeavour to get pensions to which 
they were not entitled, but the pension 
officer was a representative of the Ex- 
chequer, and he could be trusted to be 
a very favourable watchdog for the 
Treasury. There might be unjustified 
generosity in the local pension committees, | 
but there was an appeal to the Local 
Government Board. The Government 
had given attention to this point. They 
had not thrown this Bill upon the Table | 
absolutely ignorant of all its difficulties, | 
but they were confronting them and doing | 
their best to conquer them. 


YOL. CXCIIL [Fourru Series. } 


| 
| 


| 


sale fraud. The noble Viscount in charge 
of the Bill tells us that we need have no 
misgivings lest this difficulty should have 
been ignored by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and that these matters are to be pro- 
vided for in rules and regulations. But 
we have to take all these things upon 


trust. I do not want to be told exactly 
what the letter of the rules and regula- 


tions is to be, but I want to know on 
what general lines it is intended to as- 
certain whether these claims are genuine 
or not. Upon whom, for example, is 
the burden of proof to lie? Has the 
claimant to prove to the satisfaction of 
the authority that he is seventy? I do 
not find that in the Bill as it stands, but 
unless there is some. official evidence to 
support the pensioner’s claim, the door 


lis wide open to fraud. Something 
has been said as to evidence of 
age in the case of recruits. My noble 
friend and I well remember what 


took place in that matter. There was 
a great difficulty in getting recruits 
of full age, and many of them were 
» 
2Q 
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enuire:y without the means of satisfying 
the War Office what their age was. 
Thereupon the military authorities in- 
vented the ingenious plan of directing 
the recruiting officers to be content with 


what used to be called the “ physical | 
We | 


equivalents ” of the age of eighteen. 
had no idea what those physical equiva- 
lents were, but we knew that a great 
number of youths of sixteen and seven- 
teen and even younger were considered 
to possess those equivalents. In this 
case you have to produce the physical 
equivalents, not of eighteen, but of 
seventy. What are the physical equiva- 
lents of seventy? We know that a 
great many people resort to ingenious 
plans for making themselves appear 
vounger than they really are, but I am 
afraid you will have a regular industry 
for the purpose of making people appear 
a great deal older than they are in order 
to obtain these pensions. The risk is a 
serious one, and I hope, in spite of 
what fell just now from the noble 
Viscount in charge of the Bill, that His 
Majesty’s Government will accept some 
form of words, either that suggested by 
my noble friend behind me, or another 
form of words in order to make it clear 
that there really is to be full and adequate 
proof that the claimant has reached the 
age entitling him to be pensioned. 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
pointed out that the Bill provided that 
the Treasury should make regulations for 
prescribing the manner in which claims 


to pensions might be made and the’ 


procedure to be followed to secure the 
fulfilment of the statutory conditions. 
But he had no objection to accepting the 
Amendment with the insertion of the 
words “ wherever practicable” after the 
word “ verified,” as suggested by Lord 
Atkinson. 


Lord ATKINSON inquired whether | 


the noble Viscount would also accept his 
suggestion as to inserting words with 
regard to true copies of any register of 
births or marriages kept by a clergyman 
of any religious persuasion. 


“Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
thought this would be introducing a 
religious element, and might give rise to 
a good deal of dispute. Moreover, he 


The Marquess of Lansdowne, 


{LORDS} 
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‘saw no necessity for the addition of those 


words. If the registers were official 
documents they would be got at. There 
would be no difficulty in the way of the 
pension committee or the pension officer 
asking for these documents. 


Viscount St. ALDWYN sympathised 
with the view taken by the noble Vis. 
count. The object of Lord Midleton’s 


, Amendment was to give a preference to 


the utmost extent to official documents, 
but if they specified in the Bill something 
which the noble and learned Lord had 
said was not official at all, would it not 
rather suggest that evidence could be 
taken which was not of the character in- 
dicated by Lord Midleton ? He thought 
it would be better to amend the Amend- 
ment by inserting the words “ wherever 
practicable,” and confine themselves to 
that. 


On Question, Amendment to the 
Amendment agreed to. 


On Question, Amendment, as amended, 


| agreed to. 


Lorp AVEBURY moved to amend 
Clause 2 so as to provide that a person 
applying for an old-age pension must 
“satisfy the local authority” as to his 
residential qualifications. He argued 
that this would throw the onus of proof 
upon the person applying for the pension 
and make it quite secure that he had to 
| satisfy the pension authority. He hoped 
to have the support of Viscount St. 
Aldwyn, because in the debate on the 
Second Reading the noble Viscount 
distinctly laid it down that in his judg- 
ment the onts of proof should not rest 
with the pension authority as in the Bill, 
but on the applicant. He gathered that 
that was also the opinion of the Mar 
quess of Lansdowne, and he hoped His 
Majesty’s Government might accept the 
Amendment. 


Amendment moved— 

“In page 1, line 22, after the word ‘ must,’ to 
iusert the words ‘satisfy the local pension 
committee that.’”—(Lord Avebury.) 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
pointed out that the Amendment assumed 
| that the local pension committee was the 
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to the pension officer, then to the local 
pension committee, and possibly, on 
appeal, to the Local Government Board. 
Those three authorities had to be satisfied, 
and the Bill was drawn upon that basis. 


Lorp AVEBURY said the point he 
wished to raise was that the onus probandi 
should rest on the person applying. The 
word ‘‘ local? was, however, not wanted, 
and he would delete it. 


On Question, Amendment, as amended, 
agreed to. 


Consequential Amendment agreed to. 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
moved an Amendment to add to sub- 
section 2 that the twenty years resi- 
dential qualification, should be subject 
to any exceptions provided by the 
regulations under the Act. 


Amendment moved— 
“In page 1, line 25, after the word ‘ Act,’ to 


insert the words ‘ and — to any exeeptions 
provided by these regulations.’ ”’—(Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 


Viscount St. ALDWYN hoped their 
Lordships might have some statement 
as to what exceptions were intended. 
The noble Viscount proposed to amend 
the Bill so as to enable the pension 
authority to do what certainly it 
always must have intended to do— 
to make certain exceptions, which he 
hoped would not be very wide exceptions, 
tothe provision of residence. He thought 
they ought to know precisely what was 
intended by the exceptions. Was it 
merely intended that, for example, persons 
in the Army and Navy abroad on this 
duty should be excepted from the term 
of residence, or was it intended to go 
very much wider than that and exempt 
persons who spent the whole, or nearly 


the whole, of the term abroad on their | 


own private avocations, and pension them 
even if they had not really done any 
work in this country during the twenty 
years? He did not think the Govern- 


ment could intend to go as far as that, 
but meant to maintain the spirit of the 
residential qualification while allowing 
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solitary and final authority, whereas | 
under Clause 7 the claim first of all went | 


| taken. 


ordinary sense of the term. 
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*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON ex- 
plained that a legal objection had been 
The Government themselves were 
perfectly satisfied with the Bill as it 
was drawn, but the Law Officers of the 
Crown raised the doubt whether the 
provision was enough to enable regula- 
tions defining residence to include that 
which was not “residence” in the 
Personally 
he thought there would be no object 
in the provision unless it had that effect 
and he did not think the Amendment 


necessary. On the other hand very 
distinguished lawyers had taken the 


point, and it might be well to make it 
clear in order that people who were 
abroad in the Army, Navy, or merchant 
service might be duly protected. The 
intention of the Government was to pre- 
vent a dispute arising as to the true 
meaning of the section. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
It is quite clear that if this Amendment 
is adopted, a very considerable latitude 
of interpretation would be given to 
the authorities which they would not 
possess under the Bill as it now stands. 
I desire, in passing, to call the attention 
of the House to the fact that according 
to the rendering of the privilege doctrine 
to which we listened early in the evening 
this Amendment would appear to be an 
invasion of the privileges of the House 
of Commons, because it is intended to 
widen the scope of the clause and to 
throw an increased burden upon the 
Exchequer. But I gather that what 
is desired is that the Department that 
administers this Act is to have the right 
of ruling that the word “ residence,” 
which I have always understood was a 
legal expression with a very strict 
interpretation, is to be considered in a 
sense not at present known to the 
law. The matter, however, does seem 
to be rather a serious one, and I am very 
glad that my hon. friend beside me 
called the attention of the House to it. 


Viscount St. ALDWYN again asked 
for some answer from the noble Viscount 
as to the exceptions which it was in- 
tended to make. 


2Q2 
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*Viscourr WOLVERHAMPTON said 


the question was as to how they were 
to define the word “residence.” It 
was a very difficult word to define in | 
regard to people who spent the great 
portion of their time abroad. There 
were a large number of cases—men 
in public works in the Colonies and in 
European countries, although practically | 
their residence was in England. If they 
had a wife and children at home that 


would be their residence, but there was | 


no reason why men should be deprived | 
of their pensions, who had not homes in 
England, but had.gone out from England 
to do work and then come back. The 
intention of the Government was that 
Englishmen, Scotsmen, and Irishmen 
should not be disqualified simply because 
they had not continuously resided in 
ingland during the twenty years. 
would do great injury by raising legal 
points which might deprive some deserv- 
ing people of their pensions. The Law 
Officers thought it was a desirable thing 
that the words in the Amendment should 
be put in. 


THE Marquess or SALISBURY said | 


the two Amendments which stood next 


upon the Order Paper in the hands of | 


Lord Clinton and Lord Muskerry had 
the same object as that of the noble 
Viscount. They were agreed that certain 
exceptions ought to be made, but what 
the noble Viscount suggested to the 
House was that it should be 
the power of the Government to dispense 
entirely with residence or with anything 
corresponding to it, because the words 
were absolutely wide. Any exceptions 
which the pension authorities chose to 
lay down were to have the same force 
as if they were enacted in the Act. The 
noble Viscount who was in charge of 


the Bill asked them to trust the Govern- | 


ment. He was making a very large | 
demand upon their confidence, and 


although they had great respect for 


him and for those whom he represented | 


they hardly thought he was quite fair 
to them. The exceptions ought to be 
defined so that the House should know 
what they were, and not be asked to 
give an absolutely blank cheque to the 


Government to make any exceptions they | 


It seemed hardly | 


pleased to send up. 
necessary to discuss the Bill at all. 


{LORDS} 


They | 


within 
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| Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON: The 


Government do not make the regulations, 
but the pension officer, the pension com. 
mittee, and the Local Government Board, 
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| 

| THE Marqu Ess OF SALISBURY: Of 
course, it is quite clear ; they 

| be made by a De .partnie nt of the ¢ Govern- 

ment. 


are going to 


| Lorp FITZMAURICE said that the 
two Amendments next in order on the 
Paper, to which the noble Marquess had 
referred, answered his own arguments. 
| Those two Amendments dealt with cer- 
tain classes of exceptions to the general 
rule, and had occurred not at all un- 
naturally to the minds of those two noble 
Lords, thereby showing that there were 
| certain classes of cases which might give 
rise to considerable hardship if not 
dealt with. They were agreed that 
| those cases ought to be dealt with in some 
way or another, and the only question 
was whether the rules should be embodied 
| in the body of the statute, or whether they 
| were to trust the regulations made by 
| a Government Department. He ventured 
to ask the noble Lords opposite to carry 
| their minds back to a few of the recent 
statutes for which they were responsible. 
Were there no regulations, for example, 
under such Acts as the Workmen’s Com- 
‘pensation Act with which the name of 
|Mr. Chamberlain was so honourably 
associated 2 Were there no regulations 
dealing with questions just as ¢ omplicated 
as that before the House? It was a 
matter of common knowledge to every 
man who had a seat in Parliament 
or who practised at the Bar that they 
were thrown back more and more in these 
days—and, in a way, it was a source of 
regret—upon the action of Government 
Departments, because the burden of 
legislation and of administration was 
becoming so onerous that the legislative 
machinery of Parliament was likely to 
begin to break down under it. If they 
tried to embody in the Act all those 
things which might be dealt with by regu: 
lations they would be sitting through the 
whole of the months of August and 
September. Further, if they once began 
placing limited classes of exc eptions in 
the Act they would immediately be 
deemed by a Court of law to have practi- 
cally determined that those cases, and 
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those cases only, should be dealt with} Lorp ASHBOURNE said they were 
by way of exception. The Government | entitled to know the result of -whatever 
claimed that their machinery, by regula- | consideration had been given to the sub- 
tion, would meet all the views and objects | ject, before they gave a blank cheque. 


of noble Lords opposite and with which | The debate would also be somewhat 





they entirely agreed. There ought to be | 
a method of dealing with exceptional | 
cases, and that being so he hoped noble 
Lords opposite would see that the Govern- 
ment had not, for a moment, overlooked 
the importance of the matter; it had 
been most carefully considered by them. 


*Lorp MAYO suggested that the Law 
Officers of the Crown might define the 
word “ residence,” in order to assist His 
Majesty’s Government in the passage 
of the Bill. 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said there was 
no more intricate or difficult subject in 
English law than that of domicile. 
Practically what they were asked to do in 
defining “residence” in the Act of} 
Parliament was to touch on the fringe 
of that most difficult and dangerous law. 
That would really be a most unwise thing | 
for the Committee to do. 





| confessed that 


| 


Lord ASHBOURNE asked whether | 
the noble Lord meant to convey that it | 
was the opinion of the Law Officers that 
it could be held that if a man had 
retained, not abandoned, his domicile in | 
the United Kingdom he had retained his | 
residence, 





Lorp FITZMAURICE replied that | 
that was a good instance of the sort of | 


illaminated if they knew how the House 
were going to deal with the next two 
Amendments, in which they represented 
specific points. They had a right to 
know what was in tne minds of the 
Government as to the nature of the excep- 
tions that would be put into the regula- 
tions, so that they could see how the 
Government would fill up their blank 
cheque. He did not unduly press th> 
point of domicile, which was, however, 
a legitimate one. 


*Viscount Sr. ALDWYN said the 
House had great cause to complain of the 
answer they had received from the 
Government on the matter. Noble Lords 
had realised the hardships that might 


arise under the Bill as it now stood. 
The Government, while asking for 
|general power to make exceptions, 


House 

He 
what he was afraid of 
was that in attempting to remedy hard- 
ships in that general way the exceptions 
which might be forced upon the Govern- 
ment by their supporters elsewhere might 
be so numerous that practically the 
roquirements of residence would be alto- 
gether done away with. From the point 
of view of the British taxpayer there was 
much to be said on the subject, because 
it would be quite unreasonable that a mere 


said they could not tell the 
what the exceptions would be. 


conundrum that the Government thought | retention of a domicile in England should 
they ought to avoid in an Act of Parlia- | entitle a person who had spent his twenty 


ment, 


| years abroad to receive a pension at the 


Ces oe |cost of the taxpayers of the United 
Lorp ASHBOURNE said that every-| Kingdom. That would be obviously 


one knew that ‘ domicile” depended | 
uponintention. Aman might live for the | 
best part of his life out of England, but | 
if he had left the country without the | 
intention of abandoning his domicile he | 
would be held to have retained it. Did | 
the noble Lord say that one of the points 
submitted for the decision of the law | 
Oficers was that if a man retained his | 
domicile he was held to have retained | 
his rights to a pension ? | 





Lorp FITZMAURICE replied that that 
was the sort of point that could only be 
dealt with effectually by regulation. 





unfair unless a certain part of that time 
had been spent in service rendered to the 
country, either in the Army or the Navy. 
There was danger that the Amend- 
ment might enable large additional 
burdens to be imposed on the British 
taxpayer by persons who were certainly 
not entitled to receive pensions. 


*Viscounr WOLVERHAMPTON at- 
tached no importance personally to the 
Amendment and was quite willing to 
withdraw it if the House was against it. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn, 
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Lorp CLINTON moved to add that 
the regulations should provide that a 
person should not be disqualified by 
reason only of absence beyond the seas 
during the whole or part of the qualifying 
period, either in actual naval or military 
service on behalf of the Crown, or where 
his domicile in the United Kingdom was 
continuously retained in the performance 
of any duty arising from, or incidental | 
to, any office, trade, service or employ- | 
ment. He welcomed very much the 
announcement that soldiers, sailors, and 
men of the merchant service ought not 
to be subject to disqualification, yet it 
seemed a matter of very sincere regret 
that the Government had refused in this 
particular instance to include actually 
in the Bill itself the terms which would 
appear in the regulations. In regard to 
pases coming under the statutory con- 
ditions it seemed obvious that the mind 
of the Government was made up, and if 
that was so he saw no reason why it 
should not appear in the Bill. The 
second part of his Amendment was 
tolerably widely drawn and should in- 
clude almost all cases where hardship 
could arise out of any construction 
put upon the word “residence.” But 
after the assurance of the noble Viscount 
it was unnecessary that he should include 
the cases of soldiers and sailors. He 
gathered that their case was admitted 
and that it was an overwhelmingly 
strong one. He believed, however, that 
the cases of many people who had to go 
abroad in the ordinary course of their 
employment, always with the intention | 
of coming home again, was scarcely less 
strong. They weretoldthat pensions under 
the Bill were to be given not as a charity 
but as a matter of right, that they were 
to be a sort of deferred pay for veterans 
of industry, and a man was no less a 
veteran of industry if, during the course 
of his life and of his employment, he had 
had to spend a year or two abroad, 
possibly for the very purpose of pushing 
forward some English trade or business 
in a foreign country. There were, for 
instance, the cases of men, and even of 
women, who, in the course of their 
ordinary employment as domestic ser- 
vants, went out in the households of 
Ambassadors or of any other person who 
ws hound to be abroad. It would be a 
hardship if such people, when they came | 


‘ 
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home, should find themselves in an 
intolerably worse position in regard to 
these pensions than the men in exactly 
the same class of employment who had 
remained at home during the whole 
qualifying period. There was another 
instance which was a very common one 
in country districts. A man, in order to 
escape unemployment, and to endeavour 
to prevent himself becoming a burden 
upon the rates, accepted the offer of an 
emigration society, or by other means 
went to Canada or some other part of 
the world. When he arrived he found, 
as so many did, particularly those of 
mature age, that work was not so easily 
obtainable as he had supposed and he 
was driven to accept the inevitable and 
return home again. When he returned 
home he found he had got to live and to 
work in this country another twenty 
years before he could qualify for a 
pension. Such a man had, it was true, 
failed, but he had made a really great 
and supreme effort to achieve success, 
Why should he be in a worse position 
than the man who had remained at home 
and who had equally failed but who had 
not made the same effort? He thought 
that would be a case of very real hardship. 
It was quite unnecessary for him to 
multiply instances, which would occur 
very readily to their Lordships, but he 
would like to make a comparison of the 
disqualification which came under the 
condition of “residence.” In subsec- 
tion (2) of Clause 3 it was provided that a 
person who was convicted of any offence 
and ordered to be imprisoned was dis- 
qualified during the time of his imprison- 
ment, and for a further period of ten 
vears, from receiving an old-age pension. 
In the same way an habitual drunkard 
who was liable to have a detention order 
made under the provisions of the In- 
ebriates Act, 1898, might be disqualified 
for ten years, but a man who went abroad 
for one year might be disqualified for 
twenty years. Taking a concrete case, 
a man at the age of fifty-nine was, 
perhaps, convicted of a crime and was 
sentenced to one year’s imprisonment. 
He came out at sixty but his disqualifying 
period was no disqualification to him, 
because he had worked it out before he 
had reached the age of seventy. Buta 
man of the same age, fifty-nine, who went 
abroad for a year and returned at the age 
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of sixty, was disqualified for twenty 
years—that was until he had reached 
the age of eighty, which amounted practi- 
cally to permanent disqualification. 
Therefore they discovered at once a 
really serious case of hardship which 
ought to be considered and which he had 
no doubt was being considered by the 
Government. He thought, however, that 
there should be in the wording of the Bill 


some recognition of the fact that such | 


cases of hardship were prevented. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 1, line 26, after the word ‘ King- 
dom,’ to insert the words ‘ and such regulation 
shall provide that a person shall not be dis- 
qualified by reason only of absence beyond the 
gsas during the whole or part of the qualifying 
period, either on actual naval or military 
service on behalf of the Crown, or where his 


domicile in the United Kingdom is continuously | 


retained in the performance of any duty arising 
from, or incidental to, any office, trade, service, 
or employment.’ ”—(Zord Clinton.) 


clared that they must either throw 
regulations overboard altogether or stand 
by regulations. If they commenced 
putting classes of exceptions and con- 
ditions into the Bill it would be fatal to 
the carrying out of any satisfactory 
legislation on the subject. He agreed 
with almost every word the noble Lord 
had said, but he could not consent to the 
Amendment, simply because if they 
began defining in the Bill the question 
would arise as to what had been left 
out. That would create the presumption 
that every case not mentioned was not 
intended to be included. The Govern- 
ment knew their own intentions as to 
what they would put into the regulations. 
Those regulations would be submitted to 
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Lorp AVEBURY said that the 
Amendment went very far indeed. A 
man for instance, might be engaged in the 
service of a foreign railway or firm, 
be away for years, and get an English 
pension. 


*Lorpv ZOUCHE or HARYNGWORTH 
suggested that the mover of the Amend- 
ment should consider the advisability 
of dividing it into two parts, leaving out 
that relating to “domicile.” There 
would naturally be much doubt as to 
whether domicile were ‘continuously 
retained in the performance of any duty, 
etc.” It was rather difficult to define 


| exactly what that meant. The Bill related 


practically to poor men of small means 
and such men would hardly retain 


| continuously a domicile in the United 
| Kingdom if they went abroad for any 
*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON de- | 


Parliament and possibly disapproved of, 


but it was impossible now for them to 
take item by item the classes of people 
who under certain conditions ought to be 
entitled to pensions. 
to leave the whole question in the hands 
of the framers of the regulations. He 
was confident that there would be an 
Opportunity in Parliament to discuss 
the regulations. The desire of both 


It would be better | 


‘left to the chapter of accidents. 


length of time for the purpose of working. 
The first part of the Amendment was 
open to very little objection, and it was 
just possible that the Government might 
see their way to adopt those or some 
similar words. 


*Toe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
I do not think there is any difference 
between both sides of the House as to the 
necessity of providing in some measure 
for the class of cases covered by my noble 
friend’s Amendment. I am under the 
impression that a distinct promise was 
given in another place that the case of 
sailors, sailing in registered vessels, was to 
be expressly provided for. What many of 
us feel is that some means or other should 
be found of making that appear upon 
the surface of the Bill. The matter is so 
important that it is not one that can be 
The 
noble Viscount has told us that the 
matter will be dealt with in the regula- 
tions, and he laid stress upon the fact 
that the regulations will come before 
Parliament. I should have been dis- 
posed to accept that as a sufficient 


|explanation, but the ground has been 


Houses would be that while all economy | 


should be exercised, nobody being allowed 
to have a pension who was not properly 
eititled to it, yet, at the sam> time, 
uobody who was 


justly and fairly 


cut from under that argument because 
earlier in the evening we were told 
that the law officers of the Crown had 
advised that unless something was put 
‘into the Bill on this point, itjmight be 
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found impossible to deal with the cases of | some exceptions ; but he must admit that 
sailors and others whom we desire to | there was a considerable danger in pie king 


protect. 


out specific cases and dealing with them, 
That might mean the exc lusion of cases 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON: The | that did. not come within the exceptions, 


noble Marquess quite misunderstood me. 
The law officers advised that litigation 
might arise as to what was the true 
meaning of the clause as it stood, whereas 
the non-professional advisers thought 


the clause was sufficient, and the House | 


thought it sufficient. I 
or value whatever. We thought the 
classes we wished to include were safe, 
but the law officers thought it might stop 
any possibility of argument if these 
words were put in. 

Str. ALDWYN 


*VISCOUNT said that 


after what 


myself have | 
considered the words of no importance | 


had been said it was clear | 


that the scope of the Amendment was | 


too wide, particularly when they took 
into account the difficulty in intro- 
ducing anything about 


domicile. If | 


the noble Lord would consent to leave | 


out the words after “ Crown” 


and to | 


insert the words “or seamen in the 
British merchant service or others en- 
gaged in some temporary service,” he 
thought it would cover all the cases 
desired to be covered. 

Lorp CLINTON was very certain | 


that a large number of persons would 
be abroad for quite a short time, and 
would suffer a very serious hardship 
if there were not some further exceptions 
made in the Act. 


THe Eart or MOUNT EDGCUMBE 
asked whether the noble Lord would 
have any objection to widening the first 
portion of thee Amendment to include 
all those actually in the service of the 


and he ventured to suggest that the 
best course would be to withdraw the 
Amendment. 


THe Marquess or SALISBURY 
affirmed that the fact was the Govern- 
ment had consulted their own law 
officers and their own law officers thought 
that what the House wanted to be done 
could not be done by regulation. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON : We 


said that doubts might be raised. 


THE Marquess oF SALISBURY said 
it would be a most unfortunate thing if, 
in consequence of their not dealing with 
the matter when before the House, 
doubts were afterwards raised, and it 
might turn out to be impossible by 
regulation to confer pensions wpon the 
two classes—those who served the State 
and those who went abroad for purely 
temporary purposes. That would be 
a most unfortunate result, and he could 
not help thinking that his noble friend 
would be unwise to press his Amendment 
at the present moment, but they could 
not allow the Bill to go back to the 
House of Commons without making it 


| absolutely certain that seamen and those 


Crown, not merely specifying the Army | 


and the Navy. 


*Viscountr KNUTSFORD suggested 
the withdrawal of the Amendment. 
view of the statement of the Government 


in | 


who went abroad for purely temporary 
purposes were not prevented from getting 
a pension. If there was really a doubt 
it ought to be cleared up. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LorEBURN): I have not the faintest 
doubt that under the regulations we can 
provide for the things desired. 


*THE EARL oF CREWE: In confirma- 
tion of that I am given to understand 
that the expression “of the Law Officers 
applied to what might happen in the 


| case of individuals, and not in the case 
that they would be prepared to accept | 
Lord Camperdown’s Amendment that 


the reguiations should be submitted to | 
Parliament. That undertaking had not 


been given when Lord Clinton’s Amend- 
ment was prepared, and there was, 


therefore, good reason for pointing out | 


The Murquess of Lansdowne. 


of classes of persons. That, I suppose, 
would equally hold good whether the 
provision appeared in the Act or in the 
regulations. 


*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
After the very categorical statement 
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made by the Lord Chancellor, and Lorp AVEBURY moved to provide 
considering that we have received an/|that the person applying for a pension 
asurance that these regulations will be | must satisfy the local pensions authority 
laid before Parliament, and that a full| that his means as calculated under the 
opportunity of considering them will | Bill do not exceed £31 10s. He explained 
be given, I suggest that the Amendment | that his Amendment was really conse- 
should not be pressed. quential upon the one just accepted. 


Lorp CLINTON: Is it the intention Amendment moved— 

that the classes to whom I have referred “In page 2, line 1, to leave out the words 

should be provided for not in the Bill} ‘ means of the,’ and after the word ‘ person,’ 

but in the regulations ? to insert the words ‘ must satisfy the local 
“S . . . e ’ >» 

pension committee that his means.’ ”—(Lord 

Avebury.) 





Tae LORD CHANCELLOR: There 


is not the least doubt that anyone who| trp \CTING CHAIRMAN or COM- 
wishes for fair play would desire to include | yypTRES pointed out that having 
the persons referred to. inserted the word “yearly” the 
Committee could not now leave out the 
word “means” without making the 
clause ungrammatical. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Lorp MUSKERRY proposed to insert | 
that in the case of masters and seamen | Lorp AVEBURY accordingly altered 
4 / DJ " 
of British nationality service at sea should | his Amendment to enable the provision 
be deemed sufficient to constitute a resi- | ito read “ That the person must satisfy 
dence. He argued that under the Act t | the pension authorities that his yearly 
a master was not a seaman and therefore | | means. etc.” 
it was absolutely necessary to make it| 
clear that measters were provided for. | On Question, Amendment, as amended, 
agre ° 
Amendment moved— | vgreed to 
“In page 1, line 26, after the word ‘ King- 
lom,’ to insert the words ‘in the case of all | 
masters and seamen of British nationality, | 
service at sea shall be deemed sufficient to con- | Clause 3: 
stitute a residence under the terms of this | 


—(Lord Muskerry.) 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 


| *Viscount St. ALDWYN moved to 
/omit the words “the thirty-first day of 
December, 1910 unless,” so that the dis- 
qualification for a pension should apply 
to a person “ While he is in receipt of any 
yoor relief (other than relief excepted 
tor the noble Lord to raise the question | a a this es and until Pantin. 
if he thought the regulations defective, | ent otherwise determines, if he has at 
nut he did not think it would be neces-| any time since the first day of January, 
ary, 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON as- 
sured the noble Lord that the Govern- 
ment would do their best to meet his 
views. There would be an opportunity 


| 1908, received, or hereafter receives, any 
such relief.” He said that this was the 
disqualifying clause by whicha person who 
"Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON moved | was in receipt of relief on Ist January last, 
‘o amend the statutory condition for re- | or might be in receipt of such relief in 
eipt of a pension by providing that the | future, would he rag aan -_ : 
‘yearly? means of the persons as cal-| Peusion until 3ist December, 1910, 
ulated under the Act must not exceed | unless | Parliament otherwise _deter- 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


SL 10s. mines.” He supposed it was common 
ground to all that outdoor relief of the 
Amendment moved— | ordinary kind and pensions should not 


“In page 2, line 1, after the first ‘ the,’ to | 2° together, and he imagined that His 
insert the word ‘ yearly.’ °—(Viscount Wolver- | Majesty’s s Government had inserted th's 
Pa) : | disqualification in order to prevent any 

On Question, Amendment agreed to. | sudden transfer of persons now in receipt 
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of out-relief by the boards of guardians 
in different districts to the old-age pen- 
sions list. There was no doubt what- 
ever that there were a great many 
persons over seventy years of age in 
receipt of out-relief, especially in country 
unions, who would be more properly the 
recipients of old-age pensions, and whom 
the boards of guardians would be likely 
to transfer at the earliest opportunity. 
He imagined, therefore, that this dis- 
qualification had been inserted with a 
view to preventing anything of that 
kind. But he did not understand what 
was the object of the particular words 
““3lst December, 1910, unless,” which 
he was moving to omit. He could quite 


understand that a person who had been | 


since Ist January last in receipt of such 
relief, or might hereafter receive it, 


should not be qualified for a pension, | 


and that such disqualification should 
last until Parliament otherwise deter- 
mined, because he understood it was 
the intention of the Government to 
connect this Bill with an alteration and 
reform of the Poor Law by which Poor 
Law relief would be subject to a better 


classification than was the case at pre- | 
passage | 


sent, and that pending the 
of such a Bill it was not desired 
that any persons in receipt of Poor 
Law relief should be qualified for pen- 
sions. The clause as he proposed to 
amend it would carry out that intention 
completely The disqualification would 


last until an Act was passed which | 


would deal with the matter; but 
why the disqualification should cease 


on 3lst December, 1910, whether such | 


an Act were passed or not, he did 
not understand. These words, he be- 
lieved, were not in the Bill at the time 
of its introduction, but were inserted 
in another place, for what reason he did 
not know, unless it was considered to 
be perfectly certain that a Poor Law 
Reform Bill would pass before the date 
named. Nothing of the kind could be 
certain in Parliamentary proceedings. 
The time of Parliament was already 
mortgaged by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment with proposals for the disestab- 
lishment and disendowment of the 
Church in Wales, for a great Reform Bill, 
and for other smaller matters which he 
need not enumerate, but which would 


Viscount St. Aldwyn. 
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{ quite take up the time of Parliament 
| without any measure of Poor Lay 
——_ No Government, therefore, 


could be certain that by 31st December, 
1910, any measure of the kind would be 
passed. He wanted to ask the noble 
Viscount what was the reason for these 
| words and what they meant. Was it 
in contemplation that Parliament might 
remove this disqualification before 3lst 
December, 1910, if it so chose, or was it 
in contemplation that Parliament should 
extend the term of disqualification in 
the event of no Poor Law Reform Bill 
passing? He submitted that it must 
be intended that the disqualification 
should last until : oor Law reform was 
an accomplished fact, and that being so 
it would be very much better that the 
' clause should so provide. 


Amendment moved— 

“Tn page 2, line 7, to leave out the words 
‘the 31st day of December, 1910, unless,’ ”— 
(Viscount St. Aldwyn.) 


| *Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
the noble Viscount had correctly de- 
scribed the intentions of the Government 
/at the present time. The words were 
inserted in the House of Commons to give 
effect to the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
pledge that the Poor Law question would 
dealt be with before the end of the year 
1910. It was clear that these words 
were a pledge given by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and in order to make 
it binding upon him they were inserted. 
He perceived the objection of the noble 
| Lord, but the answer was that any 
Government that was in power would 
'take care to deal with this question in 
| order to prevent a large number of people 
| being made pensioners so as to relieve 
| the rates. The majority in the House 
|of Commons were of opinion that these 
words ought to be inserted so that there 
would be no chance in the meantime of 
| Poor Law reform being put on one side. 
| He quite appreciated the noble Viscount’s 
| point as to the impossibility of making 
| these pledges binding as events might 
alter them, but that was the sole ex- 
| planation why the Government pledged 
themselves to take that view, and these 
words were simply put in as a record of 
ithe pledge. 
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Tue Eart oF CROMER asked if the | £3,000,000. The very thing that the 
noble Viscount could say what would be | Government did not wish to do would 
the complete cost if the Poor Law dis- | be done by the retention of these words. 
qualification were removed on 3lst | That was why he ventured to move their 
December, 1910. omission. 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said| ‘THE Ear or CAMPERDOWN 
he had no figures which would justify | believed he was correct in his recol- 
him in making such a statement, but it | lection that on the Second Reading of 
would be a very serious increase on the | the Bill the noble Viscount said that the 
Exchequer. Poor Law Reform Bill could not be 
passed for four or five years. 

Tur Eart oF CROMER: It has been 
stated to be £2,000,000 or £3,000,000| *Viscounr WOLVERHAMPTON: I 
sterling. did not say that. 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON : I Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN asked 
am not responsible for that. if the noble Viscount would explain the 
difference of opinion which appeared to 
*Tuz Marquess or LANSDOWNE: | exist between him and the Chancellor of 
It has certainly been stated that the the Exchequer. Supposing for the mo- 
removal of this disqualification would ment that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
involve a loss of £3,000,000 to the} Was wrong, and, what was much more 
public, and that figure still holds the| likely, the noble Viscount was right, 
feld. what would happen ? 





*Viscount St. ALDWYN said he| *Viscounr WOLVERHAMPTON said 
was anxious to save the £3,000,000| he quite agreed with the noble Lord 
f{ possible. He quite accepted what | that it was impossible for the Government 
the noble Viscount had said as to/to give a binding pledge of this sort 
the reason for the insertion of these| which under all circumstances they 
vords. It was a pledge on the part of | would carry out. His individual opinion 
he Chancellor of the Exchequer that | was that this was the first question 
Poor Law reform should be carried before | with which the Government ought 
the date named, but the Chancellor of |to deal, as soon as the Report 
the Exchequer was not omnipotent in | was presented by the Royal Commission, 
ach matters. He might find it im-|no matter what Government was in 
wssible to carry anything of the kind. | power. The House of Commons were 
What would happen then? As _ the | very anxious that that should be secured, 
‘lause now stood, all these people would | and the pledge was given by the Govern- 
ome upon the old-age pension list,| ment to comply with that request. 
inless the Government of the day | What he had said was that when that 


J tought in a Bill to provide that they | Report was presented it would require 
qiould not. Was it likely that the|the most careful consideration by the 


tovernment, not having had time to | Government, who would have to con- 


Fass a Poor Law Reform Bill, would take | struct a scheme, and before it could be 


ip again so difficult and controversial | brought into actual working it would 
‘question as to how and when persons | take probably four or five years. 
a receipt of Poor Law relief should | That would not at all interfere with the 
me on to the old-age pension list? | pledge the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
He was afraid if these words re-|had given. He was quite sure that if 
waned in the Bill the Government | the noble Viscount opposite were at the 
vould not be able to carry out their | head of the Treasury the pressure which 
ledge for Poor Law reform by the date | would result from this sum coming out of 
med, and they would not bring in a Bill | the Exchequer would make him insist on 
or disqualifying all these people though, | this pledge being carried out. It was 
eir coming into the old-age pension | not an individual pledge in that sense, 
‘4st would increase the cost by some | but an official one. 
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Tuer EArt O¥ CAMPERDOWN: Whose | closely allied to the case of those who 
pledge is going to be carried out ? | received free surgical assistance, The 
5 Til Ls ¢.<, ., | Only difference was that in the One case 
*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said the persons could be treated outside, but 
the pledge of the existing Chancellor of | in the other, owing to limitations perhaps 
the Exchequer to the existing House of | in accommodation, they could only be 
Commons. | treated inside, and it was something of 
’ : | hardship that those who were slightly 
Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN: But | better off in their house accommodation 
the noble Viscount speaking from his own | should not be disqualified while those 
judgment says that is impossible. | who were worse off in that respect should 
| be disqualified. He would like to know 
*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON : No. | if this point had been considered or would 
| be covered by the section. 
*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: | ‘ 
The noble Viscount could not have put it | 
more fairly to the House. These words, “In page 2, line 17, after the word ‘of’ 
were a pledge given by the Chancellor of | t® insert the words * the temporary or occa. 
é : sional maintenance of that person or by means 
the Exchequer to the present House of | o¢>+_(Lord Clinton.) ; 
Commons. That is a very interesting 
historical fact which it is well to have on *Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
record. But I submit that this is not | that this was clearly a matter of priv- 
the kind of thing that we want to put into | lege, as the Amendment would add to the 
a _ of ee — 1S @ — ' cost, and the Government took their 
ication which alfects the taxpayers ol | , d upon that ground. 
this country to the extent of about ae 
£3,500,000 a year. I desire that that Lorp CLINTON said he would not 
disqualification should hold until Parlia- | press the Amendment. 
ment otherwise determines. That is a | 
perfectly simple and clear-cut issue,and| Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
I submit that it is not wise to complicate | 
it by such personal matters asthe pledges| Viscounr GOSCHEN moved to 


Amendment moved— 


given by Ministers. ‘omit the words which disqualified a 
/person for receiving an _ old-age 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. | pension, if he had habitually failed 


ito work ‘“‘according to his ability, 

Lorp CLINTON moved to amend | opportunity, and need,” and to substi- 
the second proviso in paragraph (a) tute the word “diligently.” He said 
subsection (1) for the purpose of that the Amendment was not hostile 
ascertaining whether the medical or sur- to the Bill, but its intention was 
gical assistance, the receipt of which would | rather to make the section plainer 
not disqualify a person from receiving! in its working. He thought that what- 
an old-age pension, would cover a case | ever opinion might be held with regard 
like the following : a person was suffering | to the form or nature of a pension Bil, 
from a complaint or the effects of some they would probably all be agreed that, 
accident, and could not be treated at provided the statutory conditions were 
home, possibly on account of the unsuit- | fulfilled, the Bill should be drawn sufi- 
able accommodation or because of the’! ciently wide to admit within its scope 
nature of his complaint, or it might be | the hard-working and deserving without 
because of the impossibility of getting difficulty, while, at the same time, there 
proper attendance. In those cases the! should be sufficient restriction to keep 
ordinary course was to remove the person | out the idle and undeserving who might 
to some charitable institution—a cottage | be ingenious enough to find a hole in 
hospital or a free infirmary, but in the | the Bill by means of which they might 
event of such charitable institutions not | derive some benefit. Surely this could 
being available there was no course left only be done by making the language 
open but to take the person to the work- | as simple as possible, and equally intel: 
house infirmary. That was a case very! ligible to those who_had to administel 
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the Act and those for whom it was ad- 
ministered. He ventured to think the 
word “diligently ” would be sufficiently 
understood by all and would be intelligible 
to all, but he could not imagine three 
words about which there was more likely 
to be contention than “ability, oppor- 
tunity, and need.” They had to recollect 
that the onus of proof lay with the pension 
oficer and the pension committee. If 
there were any case in dispute, it was not | 
the claimant who had to prove that he 
had habitually worked according to his 
ability, opportunity, or need, but the 
pension officer had to prove that he 
had failed so to work, which would 
be much harder to prove. He doubted 
if there was any quality about 
which there would be more difference of 
opinion than with regard to a man’s 
ability, either mentally or physically, 
towork. It would be extremely difficult 
to prove that a man had not worked 
according to his ability, or to prove what 
ability a man had to work. He supposed 
the word “ opportunity” meant the | 
means or the chance of working. It) 
could be proved whether a man had | 
worked or not, and whether he had | 
worked diligently or not, but surely | 
there would be extreme difficulty during 
the course of a man’s life in finding 
out whether he had had the opportunity 
of working or not, if he said he 
had not. With regard to the third 
word, what was a man’s “need” ? 
He supposed it was what a man liked to 
make it. There were many cases of 
men who preferred to do quite casual 
labour and earn a very precarious means 
of livelihood in order that they might 
mly work a few days in the week 
and have a holiday during the rest. 
Surely they would not be deserving 
vf a pension, and yet they would 
be able to assert that they had worked 
irom their view according to their need. 
By this Bill very heavy responsibilities 
ind a great burden would be placed upon 
the pension officers and those who were 
responsible for the administration of 
the Act. Surely, therefore, they ought 
‘omake their duties as light as possible, 
ind he believed they could only do this 
by lessening the opportutities for friction, 
lispute, and discussion, and it was 
because he believed that this Amendment 
went somewhere in that direction, while 
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at the sante time it assisted the deserving 
and lessened the opportunities of misuse 
of the Act by the undeserving, that 
he ventured to submit it to their Lord- 
ships. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, line 30, to leave out the words 
‘according to his ability, opportunity, and 
need, in order to insert the word ‘ diligently ’.” 
—(Viscount Goschen.) 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said he was 
advised that this Amendment, as quali- 
fying the conditions upon which a pension 
could be granted, was inadmissible on 
the ground of privilege, but apart from 
that, he could not help thinking that 
the noble Lord would see there were 
grave objections on the merits of the 
proposal. The aim of this subsection 
was to attain an object which he thought 
the whole Committee would agree in 
considering desirable, that was to say, 


| to hit heavily the person who was popu- 


larly known as the wastrel. None of 
their Lordships, whatever their ideas 
might be about old-age pensions in 
general, would hesitate to say that an 
habitual wastrel was a person who at 
the end of a dishonourable career, as 
it would have been, ought not to receive 
a pension. That was the object of the 
clause, and the words “according to 
his ability, opportunity, and need,” 
had been considered by those upon 
whom for the purpose of drafting the 
Government had to rely as being the 
words best calculated to describe the 
sort of person with whom they had to 
deal. But the words which the noble 
Viscount wished to introduce did not 
affect the person, but the character of 
work, and they opened up a very difficult 
and, it seemed to him, almost impossible 
set of considerations ; that was to say, 
they were to consider whether a man 
had or had not for a long period of years 
been working diligently. That struck 
him as being almost impossible. In 
addition, it would in many cases land 
them in a position to a certain extent 
of absurdity, because these words would 
be open to the obvious objection that 
a@ man who up to the age of, say, sixty 
or sixty-five years, had had the means 
to live without working hard, or perhaps 
without working at all, and then, through 
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misfortune, had lost his money, would 
lose his pension because he had not 
diligently worked in the period during 
which he was able to live in the capacity 
of a gentleman at large, if he might use 
the expression. He did not think it 
could have occurred to the noble Lord 
that the words he had put on the Paper 
would have that effect. Therefore, 
for the whole of these reasons, but 
especially the first, he hoped the noble 
Lord would not press the Amendment. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
The suspicion with which we regard this 
formula arises from a certain humility 
of mind which is perhaps peculiar to us 
on this side of the House, because when 
we examine ourselves, we come to the 
conclusion that there are few of us, if 
any, who can really say with confidence 
that we always work according to our 
ability, opportunity, or need, and there- 
fore we desire, if possible, to find some 
formula of a more precise description. 
My noble friend suggests the substitution 
of the word “diligently.” It seems to 
us a very sensible and easily understood 
expression, but my noble friend who 
spoke for the Government objected to 
the substitution of the word on the 
ground of privilege, and on the contention 
that it qualifies the financial effect of 
the clause. I should like to have it| 
from His Majesty’s Government in what | 
sense they qualify it. Do they mean} 
that a man can have worked according | 
to his ability, opportunity, and need, 
and yet, nevertheless, has not worked 
diligently? That seems to me rather a | 
difficult position to assume. What we | 
feel throughout these discussions is that | 
we are unable really to grasp the first | 
principle upon which this proposal is 
based. Is it your object in this Bill 
to relieve poverty or to reward industry ? 
Which principle is it you are working 
upon? You profess that there are many 
clauses in the Bill which are in- 
tended to reward industry, and your 
idea apparently is to leave the relief 
of poverty to the Poor Law. When it 
comes to defining what you mean by 
industry, you are compelled to fall 
back upon these extremely woolly for- 
mulas which no persons in the House 
interpret alike, and which it would 
be absolutely impossible for ,the | 


Lord Fitzmaurice. 
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pension authorities to interpret. I take 
it that the object of my noble friend wag 
to elicit from His Majesty’s Government 
some idea of the spirit in which these 
regulations are to be interpreted, and | 
am afraid he has failed altogether jp 
his object. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn, 


Viscount GOSCHEN moved an Amend. 
ment with the object of obtaining an in. 
terpretation of the proviso that a person 
should not be disqualified “If he has 
continuously for ten years up to attaining 
the age of sixty, by means of payments 
to friendly, provident, or other societies, 
or trade unions, or other approved steps, 
made such provision against old-age, 
sickness, infirmity, or want or loss of 
employment as may be recognised as 
proper provision for the purpose by 
regulations under this Act.” He be- 
lieved the words in regard to the ten 
years meant what his Amendment 
expressed, namely, during the _ last 
ten years immediately preceding the 
attainment of the age of sixty, but 
as they stood they seemed liable to be 
construed to mean continuously for 
any ten years up to attaining the age of 
sixty. Astheclause was framed to favour 
thrift he presumed that it would natur- 
ally be drawn to favour the man who 
during the last years of his life 
had made some provision for his old 
age; but as the clause stood it seemed 
liable to either construction being placed 
upon it. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, line 34, to leave out the word 
‘for,’ and to insert the words ‘ during the 
last.’ ’—(Viscount Goschen.) 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said that, syn- 
pathising as he did with the wish of the 


noble Viscount that this clause should be | 


clear, he could not help thinking that 
the words were sufficiently clear as they 
stood. The matter was very fully gone 
into in the House of Commons, and there 
was a general agreement that these 
words on the whole expressed the view 
intended. , , 


Tue Marquess or SALISBURY : Oh, 
no. 
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Lorp FITZMAURICE said that, by 
agreement he did not mean that there 
was no difference of opinion expressed 
in the House of Commons on the subject, 
but that eventually these words were 
accepted as the words which expressed 
the general feeling, and he believed that 
if their Lordships sent them back again 
they would only involve themselves in 
a minute verbal discussion without any 
object sufficiently great to warrant an 
alteration leading to a great deal of 
discussion between the two Houses. 
He was not saying that there was any 
objection on the merits of the words of 
the noble Viscount, or that it was not 
conceivable that his words were slightly 
better than those in the Bill, but, bearing 
in mind that on the whole there was 
agreement that these words expressed 
the very meaning which the noble 
Viscount himself desired should be in the 
Bill, he could not help thinking that they 
had better be kept as they were. 


Toe Marquess or SALISBURY said 
the noble Lord had been misinformed if 
he thought there had been a general 
igreement in the House of Commons on 
this point. 


Lord FITZMAURICE: I did not 
vay there had been no discussion, but 
eventually there was agreement. 


Tae Marquess or SALISBURY said 
his information was rather different. 
During the debate in the other House 
there was great doubt as to the mean- 
ng of these words, and a large section 
ff Members interpreted them just as 
tis noble friend thought they might 
ve interpreted, namely, that all that was 
any ten years 


ubscribe to one of the friendly societies, 
A large section of the House of Commons 
took that view, and he could not conceive 
vhy the Government should resist words 
vhich clearly expressed what they said 
vas their intention. Being rather in- 
terested in this matter he took the pre- 
taution of consulting good legal opinion 
8 tothe meaning of these words, and the 
tentleman who advised him at once said 
thatyhe thought it meant; any ten years 
‘efore reaching the age of sixty. Under 
those circumstances it was hardly worth 





{28 Juzy 1908} 


Pensions Bill. 1130 


arguing the case. The Government 
wanted it, and his noble friend suggested 
it, and of course they ought to accept it. 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment moved — 


“In page 2, lines 34 and 35, to leave out 
the words ‘up to attaining,’ and to insert 
the words ‘immediately his attainment of.’ ” 
—(Viscount Goschen.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


*THe ACTING CHAIRMAN orf 
COMMITTEES pointed out that an 
Amendment in the name of Lord Saltoun 
had been handed in, but had been omitted 
from the list of marshalled Amendments, 
and it would be necessary to take it. 


Lor» SALTOUN moved an Amend- 
ment providing that a person sent to 
prison without the option of a fine should 
only be disqualified for a pension for a 
further period of ten years after the date 
on which he is released from prison, “ if 
the Court before whom he is convicted 
so orders.” He said that there were 
crimes and crimes. Of course, a very 
serious crime might be committed, 
and then probably the imprisonment 
might be of greater duration; but if 
they took the case of an old man, say, 
who had gone to sleep while driving a 
cart, he might be fined for such an offence 
on more than one occasion by the 
Justices. Jf he continued to do it he 
might be put in prison for a week perhaps. 
For that he was penalised to the extent 
of ten years, and if he were a man of over 
sixty years of age, it would naturally put 
him out of court altogether. That 
seemed to him to be a very serious 
hardship, and he wished to draw atten- 
tion to the subsection which gave the 
protection of His Majesty’s Government 
to the drunkard, who, under the Ine- 
briates’ Act, was not to be disqualified. 
He thought a distinction should be 
drawn between trifling offences and 
serious crimes, and to secure that he 
begged to move the Amendment. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 2, line 17, to insert the following 
words, ‘ If the Court before whom he is con- 
victed so orders.” —(Lord Saltoun.) 
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*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
the objection to the principle of this 
Amendment was that it was introducing 
an option, so to speak, in this matter 
to the Court. He thought there was a 
good deal of force in what the noble Lord 


had said, and that there were occasions | 
when offences which were punished by a | 


short term of imprisonment—perhaps for 
a day,as sometimes in a bigamy case the 
person convicted was sentenced to im- 
prisonment only until the rising of the 
Court. That, he thought, would be a 
very hard case, and the words that he 
would suggest to meet it would be words 
providing that the imprisonment which 
was to act as a disqualification should be 
“for any period not less than one 
month.” 


THe ACTING CHAIRMAN or 
COMMITTEES hoped the noble Vis- 
count would not object to his pointing 
out that the line in question had been 
passed, and as they had not left much 
over to a later stage, he suggested this 
might be left to the Report. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON: I 
am quite agreeable to that. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 


Clause 4: 


*Viscount Sr. ALDWYN moved an 
Amendment to provide that in calculat- 
ing the means of a person for the purpose 
of the Act, account should be taken of 
the yearly income which might be 


expected to be derived from any property 


belonging to that person, ‘‘if such property 


being at the time capable of realisation | 


were realised and invested in the purchase 
of a Government annuity for the life of 
such a person. Provided that the house 
in which such person resides, and any 
furniture or effects necessary for its 
occupation, shall not be considered as 
property that could be realised for the 
purchase of such annuity.” He said 
this was a very important point which 


was raised in another place on the | 


Third Reading, but to which, so far 
as he was aware, no answer had been 


given by His Majesty’s Government, 
By an Amendment already inserted 
in the Bill the means of a claimant fo, 
a pension were interpreted to be a yearly 
means ; in other words, the income derived 
from any source of labour or property, 
The fourth clause laid down a rule for 
calculating the yearly means of a person 
for the purposes of the Act. Sub. 
section (a) of the clause said that in the 
absence of other means for ascertaining 
the income the income might be taken to 
be that actually received during the 
preceding year, and then subsection (¢), 
on which he was raising this question, 
said the yearly income which might be 
expected to be derived from any property 
belonging to that person which, though 
capable of investment or profitable use, 
was not so invested or profitably used 
by him. The Committee would see 
that under those words the income 
derived from any form of investment 
would be calculated as the yearly in- 
come. The result might be that, sup- 
posing a person invested a certain sum 
in Consols, returning an income of not 
more than 24 per cent., he might possess 
as much as £1,200 in Consols and yet be 
the recipient of a pension of ls. a week 
under the Bill. That was of course an 
extreme case, but it was a case that ought 
not to occur. It would be ridiculous 
to say that a person possessed of that 
kind of property should be entitled to 
the benefit of a pension under the 
Bill. These old-age pensions were not 
intended for any case of that kind, yet 
as the Bill stood it would be possible. 
If a husband and wife lived together, 
each of them possessing the amount of 
Consols he had mentioned, they might 
each get 1s. a week under the provisioné 
of the Bill as it now stood. If they 
possessed about £800 each in Consols, 
each might obtain the full pension of 5s. 
a week. It could not be the intention of 
His Majesty’s Government, yet that was 
what would result from the provisions 
of this Bill. This matter was called 
attention to by Sir Henry Norman, 4 


supporter of the Government in another | 


place, on the Third Reading of the Bill. 
Clearly there ought to be some kind of 
limit as to the amount of realisable 
property which a person might own who 
| was coming under the provisions of the 


'Old-age Pensions Bill. In New Zealand, 
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which he understood from a speech of | 
the Prime Minister on the Budget had | 
been rather a model to His Majesty’s 
Government in framing this Bill, the 
limit was £200. What he suggested by 
this Amendment was that where a person 
possessing property which, if realised 
and invested in a Government annuity, 
would produce £31 10s., which was the 
income debarring a person from receiving 
a pension under this Bill, such a person 
should not be the recipient of a pension. 
That appeared to be perfectly fair 
because he had added the proviso that 
it should not apply to the house in which 
any pensioner resided, or to the furniture 
or effects necessary for its occupation. 
If the Government thought that too hard 
a condition—and he would say that it 
did not compel the realisation of the 
property for that purpose, but simply 
related to the income which might be 
derived from the property if realised 

would they insert in this clause some- 
thing to show that at any rate the 
claimant for a pension was bound to 
make the best he could reasonably make 
by way of income from any property 
which he The words as 
they now stood did not carry that out. 
For example, a man who possessed £1,200 
in Consols could with perfect safety 
transfer investment to East India 
34 per cent. and he would get a much 
larger income in that way. There ought 
to be kind of rule laid down in 
the Bill to prevent the abuse of giving 
old-age pensions at the cost of the tax- 
payers to people who did not need them. 
That was why he placed the Amendment 
upon the Paper, and he hoped the noble 
Viscount opposite would be able to give 
some satisfactory assurance 
would insert words to carry 
principle he had mentioned. 


possessed ? 


his 


some 


out the 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 3, line 40, to leave out the words 
‘which, though capable of investment or 
profitable use, is not so invested or profitably 
used by him,’ and to insert the words ‘ if such 
property, being at the time capable of realisa- 
tion, were realised and invested in the purchase 
of a Government annuity for the life of such 
person. Provided that the house in which 
such person resides, and any furniture or 
effects necessary for its occupation, shall not 
be considered as property that could be realised 
for the purchase of such annuity.’ ”—( Viscount 
St. Aldwyn.) . 
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*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
that this was a question on which there 
was a good deal to be said on both sides, 
The noble Viscount had put a case of the 
claimant to a pension with £1,200 in- 
vested in Consols. That was an extreme 
case, and he quite agreed that such a 
man ought not to have an old-age 
pension. A more likely case was that 
of a man of seventy who had accumu- 
lated, say, £300, and who had carefully 
husbanded that amount to provide for 
his widow or child. According to the 
noble Viscount’s Amendment, as it 
appeared on the Paper, he would be 
bound to invest that sum in the purchase 
of a Government annuity. 


*Viscount St. ALDWYN: He would 
not be bound to do it. His income would 
be calculated as if he had done so. 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
the man might live only a vear, and the 
Government annuity would be calculated 
upon his expectation for life. They 
might almost call it a gamble with his 
money. The man had to risk at once 
the sacrifice of his capital in order to 
his He thought that 
would be discouraging thrift to a very 
great extent. He thought there ought 
to be some mode ot dealing with the 
point, but he did not like the noble 
Viscount’s proposition, and he did not 
like his own. He had, however, great 
confidence in the noble Viscount’s fair- 
ness, justice, and ability, and perhaps he 
would bring up at the next stage of the 
Bill an Amendment, and then the Gov- 
ernment could see if they could carry out 
something that would be fair and just in 
all the circumstances of the case. He 
thought they ought, as far as they could, 


increase income. 


to encourage thrift, but this Amendment 


would shut the door against it. 


Viscount St. ALDWYN: No. 

*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
he was afraid it would, but he was quite 
that His Majestv’s Government 
would be willing to co-operate with the 
noble Viscount in anything reasonable 
and fair in the matter. 


sure 


Viscount ALDWYN said the 
noble Viscount had met the principle he 


2R 


ST. 
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wanted to establish to some extent, though | might put up cottages worth £200 each. 
he had not made any definite suggestion. | That would be a benefit or privilege 


Would the noble Viscount insert in place 
of the Amendment words which would 
establish the same principle and which 
would make the section run: “ The 
yearly income which might be expected 
to be derived from any property belong- 
ing to that person which, though capable 
of investment or profitable use, is not so 
invested or profitably used by him so as 
to insure the largest income which might 
be reasonably derived from it” ? 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
that this suggestion commended itself 
much more to him, but he would like 
to consult the Treasury officials upon it, 
because, after all, it nnght involve 
more than he saw at the moment. He 
quite sympathised with the noble Vis- 
count’s views that the income should be 
calculated upon the largest sum the 
claimant could safely expect to get for 
his money, but if they allowed an annuity 
principle to come in they were dealing 
with part of his capital. Of course, as 
the noble Viscount said, a man could 
get 4 per cent. with perfect safety. 


Viscount St. ALDWYN said that if, 
as he understood, the noble Viscount 
would consult the Treasury, he would 
not press the Amendment now. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


THE Marovess or SALISBURY 
asked the Government to explain the 
meaning of paragraph (d), which ran :— 
“The vearly value of any benefit or 
privilege enjoyed by that person.” The 
object of the clause was to provide 
that in calculating the needs of the 
applicant for a pension, any benefit 
or privilege he enjoyed was to be 
taken into account, and he wanted to 
know from the Government how they 
would apply that principle in the case, 
say, of a cottager whose house was 
worth 2s. a week. That would be all 
right if the house were worth £100, 
as the 2s. would fairly correspond to its 
value. But many landlords would not 
be satisfiel with a cottage on 
property worth only £100. They might 
be persons interested in the proper 
housing of the working classes, and they 
Viscount St. Aldwyn. 


their 


to the occupier. There might be two 
old labourers, each seventy years of age, 
receiving equal wages or no wages at all, 
both paying a rent of 2s. a week, but one 


| occupying a house worth £100 and the 
Other occupying one worth £200. 


In all 
other respects they were in exactly 
the same position. Was the proper 
interpretation of the Bill that the means 
of the man who lived in the more 
expensive cottage were higher than 
the means of the man_ who lived 
in the less expensive cottage’? In 
that the man who lived in 
the better cottage might get the worse 
pension. He did not know whether 
that was the interpretation the Govern- 


case 


ment put upon the Bill, but if so 
it was a very unfortunate result. 
What it came to was that in order 


to get the highest possible pension the 
man would prefer to live in the bad 
cottage rather than the good cottage. 
The whole effect of that would be that 
the labourer would be in favour of bad 
houses rather :han good houses in order 
to get the largest amount of pension 
under the scale. It all turned on the 
words “the vearly value of any benefit 
or privilege enjoved by that person,” 
and if that value varied according to the 
value of the house the result would be 
very unfortunate. He would, however, 
like the Government themselves to 
explain what they conceived to be the 
interpretation of their own clause. 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said his noble 
friend had put a number of con- 
ceivable cases, and he had asked the 
Government whether they could lay 
down any general rule and standard such 
as could be stated then and there as 
to how the different pension authorities 
would deal with each one of the different 
cases he had put. No doubt it would 
have been very easy for each one of their 
Lordships to have mentioned cases out of 
his own experience, where circumstances 
varied and difficulties could be put in the 
way, as the noble Marquess had done. 
His answer to his noble friend was that 
the points that would arise in this case 
were questions of fact of which the 
pension officer and the pension com- 
mittee, and, in the last resort, the Local 
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Government Board, would have to judge. | spoke. The Bill had gone right through 
He was not saying that difficult cases the House of Commons—veryil!-discussed, 
would not arise, and the noble Marquess | he admitted—and it came up to their 
had put an exceedingly fair instance of the Lordships’ House at the end of July, and 
sort of difficulty that might be expected. | then the most simple question put to 
The noble Marquess started by taking | the Government could not be answered 
the case of a cottager living rent free.) by them. 

What. he asked, would be the manner in 

which the pension officer would judge a 

case of that kind? He (Lord Fitzmaurice) *THeE Eart or CREWE: The noble 
should say that the pension officer,| Marquess has paid my noble friend the 
being a local man who would be cognisant compliment of having one of the finest 
to a certain extent of the value of the minds in the House. I think we should 
house, would judge the value of it to pay the noble Marquess the comp'iment 
the neighbourhood, and so on, in every of having one of the most ingenious. 
case where cottages were let, as they often In this particular instance I can assure 
were, at a comparatively low rent, upon him heis wrong. This question was very 
the estates of a large landowner who very carefully considered indeed. The noble 
often built exceedingly good cottages and Marquess thinks that he has put us into a 
let them at low rates. Those cases, no difficulty by mentioning the case of a 
doubt, would have to be judged one by house worth £100 and one worth £200. 
one as part of the very arduous task of the But the difficulty does not stop there. 
pension officer. He couldnot in reply to [t is quite conceivable under any old-age 
the noble Marquess lay down any general pension scheme that an inmate of the 
tule to show how these difficulties would nobleMarquess’ house at Hatfield might be 
be solved. Thev would have to be perfectly competent to receive an old age 
solved on the principle of solvitur ambu- pension. Conceive the possibility of 
lajdo. Beyond that he really did not some aged retainer of the noble Marquess 
think he could go. who did not receive from him or from 
any other source an income of £30 a vear. 
He or she would undoubtedly be qualified 
to receive an old-age pension, even though 
inhabiting the residence of the noble 
Marquess, which is worth a great deal 
more than £100 or £200. 


THE Marquess oF SALISBURY asked 
whether it was not a marvellous state of 
things that the noble Lord, who was one 
of the most intelligent Members of their 
Lordships’ House, explained that he was 
mable to solve these great difficulties, 
mit said: “* Do not distress yourselves, 
there is always the exciseman in every 
ounty who is qualified to so ve all these 
lifficulties.” This wonderful Imperial 
officer, whom the noble Lord, speaking 
with great humility, credited with far 
nore intelligence than himself, was going 
to solve all the difficulties which the noble aig ‘ 
Lord could not approach. Was it not pet wen be after the word ——_ 

to insert the words ‘ but this provision shall 
verfectly clear that the Government had not include the value of the maintenance of a 
Lot thought out what the provisions of person by relatives who are by law compellable 
this Bill were ? Notwithstanding the maintain that person.’ ”’—(Viscount Ridley.) 
ssurance of the noble Viscount that 
these things had been thought out Lorp FITZMAURICE said the Amend- 
ir the last twelve months, he thought ment on the Paper went a great deal be- 
he Government really had not fathomed vond the point the noble Viscount said 
the effects of the Bill, and were abso- he wished to raise, which, if he fol- 
itely unable to give any answer to this lowed him correctly, was that he wished 
vmple conundrum. He ventured to say to inquire what would happen in the 
hat the points he had raised had case of a certain amount of poor relief 
tot occurred to the Government until he | finding its way into a household. The 


2R 2 


Viscount RIDLEY moved an Amend- 
ment with the object of discovering 
whether the sum paid by a son or daughter 
towards the support of a parent by an 
order of a board of guardians was to be 
counted in the income of a pensioner. 


Amendment moved— 
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Amendment went a good deal beyond 
that and said that the vearly value of any 
benefit or privilege enjoyed by the person 
whose case was under consideration should 
count towards his income. That would 
cover a great number of cases. A man, 
whom he would call William Smith for 
the purpose of argument, might have a 
relative living with him who paid some- 
thing towards the household expenses. 
That went into William Smith’s pocket. 
As the Amendment stood it would not 
count in the calculation of William Smith’s 
income, and the noble Viscount was get- 
ting distinctly within the meshes of the 
question of privilege, because if the 
Amendment were carried it was quite clear 
that one of the safeguards of the Bil! 
would be knocked away, and though there 
might not be a great increase of expendi- 
ture it would arise in a certain number of 
cases. Then there was the more limited 
class of cases where a certain amount 
of money would come in from certain 
members of the household for payment 
which went, so to speak, into the common 
pot, and therefore went to the help of the 
household. He understood the noble 
Viscount to ask what was the intention 
of the Government with regard to sums 
of that kind. He (Lord Fitzmaurice) 
desired to speak rather under correction, 
and possibly it might be desirable that 
this point should be gone into on Report, 
but as the words stood at present he 
thought there could be no doubt at all 
that any sum of that kind would come 
within the meaning of the word ** benefit ” 
and would count towards income. Some 
people might think that hard, but no 
doubt the Government had had to hedge 
round the granting of these pensions with 
a great deal of precautions and limita- 
tions. Hitherto the Government in this 
House and elsewhere had chiefly been 
attacked for not having put in safeguards 
enough, but now and again criticism 
was directed against them from an exactly 


opposite point of view, and noble Lords ° 


wanted to knock away some of the safe- 
guards the Government had erected. 


Viscount RIDLEY said the noble 
Lord had certainly misunderstood the 
object of his Amendment. This 
of Wiliiam Smith, so far as he could 
understand it, certainly would not come 
under his Amendment, the 


case 


because 
Lord Fitzmaurice. 


{LORDS} 
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Amendment suggested the maintenance 


of a person by relatives who were 
by law compellable to maintain that 
person, whereas William Smith 


was 
being maintained voluntarily. 
Lorp FITZMAURICE: — But they 


might be persons compellable by law 
to make the payment though they were 
making it voluntarily. 


VISCOUNT RIDLEY said the case he 
wished to put before their Lordships was 
that of poor people who, by order of the 
guardians, had their support helped by 
sons or daughters with whom thev lived. 
They might perhaps have a small income 
of their own, and the board of guardians 
might make an order for the payment of 
more, and he could not help thinking 
that it was not the the 
Government that such when so 
ordered should of the 
regular income. 


intention of 
sums 
count part 


as 


Viscount St. ALDWYN said he 
certainly interpreted his noble friend’s 
Amendment in that way, though he did 
not think it would carry it out 
wasat present worded. If it read, “shal 
not include any sum paid for the main- 
tenance of a person by relatives who 
are by law compelled to maintain him,” 
that would probably meet the case. 
He thought it would be better to post- 
pone the point until the Report stage, 


as it 
] 
A 


because he would be sorry, and he 
thought his noble friend would be 
sorry, to include such cases as those 


to which the noble Lord referred. 


Viscount RIDLEY said 
withdraw his Amendment 
the matter up on Report. 


he would 


and bring 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said that before 
the Amendment was withdrawn he 
desired on the part of the Government 
to reserve the question of privilege on 
this point, because although the amount 
affected was not large, there would be 
some increase, and therefore the question 
of privilege could be raised. 

Viscount St. ALDWYN) said he 
could not help thinking that if the 
Amendment were altered in the way he 
suggested there would be no question 
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of privilege at all, because it could not | 
be intended by the Bill that orders of 
the kind referred to should be included 
in the income. 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said that that | 
was not quite the point. There might be 
some person at the head of a household | 
receiving sums from persons in the house | 
which would go into the common pot, | 
and practically be part of the income of | 
the head of the household. 


Lorp AVEBURY asked whether there 
was not a danger of a person having 
an income being handed over to his 
children who were compelled to maintain 
him. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Viscount RIDLEY asked the meaning 
of subsection (2) of the clause which pro- 
vides that in calculating the means of a 
person being one of a married couple 
living together in the same house, the 
means shall not in any case be taken to 
be a amount than half the total 
means of the couple. He asked what 
was the object of the provision. It 
might lead to very considerable hardship 
in certain When the Bill was 
originally brought in, the idea was that 
persons entitled to pensions should not 
receive more than 3s. 9d. a week if thev 
lived together, and it was altered on its 
being pointed out that a husband and 
wife would be penalised. But the effect 
of this would be that if they took two 
old people of seventy who were sisters 
or brothers, or no relations at all, and A 
had £21 a vear and B £29, A would get 
ds. a week and B Is. a week, but in the 
ease of a married couple enjoying the 
same respective incomes A would only 
receive 3s. and B ls. If that was the 
effect of those words it would in certain 
circumstances penalise old married 
couples who lived together. 


less 


Cases. 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
that if the noble Viscount would put down 
an Amendment to express his views the 
Government would give it consideration. | 
They could not answer off-hand what 
construction could be put upon it. 


| 
Viscount RIDLEY said he did not | 


desire so much to put down an Amend- 
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ment, because he fully agreed that the 
Government could not meet every possible 
case arising under the Bill, but he would 
be satisfied if a member of the Govern- 
ment could tell him what the object 
of this particular subsection was. If 
the noble Viscount wished time, he 
would raise the question on Report. 
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Lorp FITZMAURICE said that per- 
haps the noble Viscount would refer to 
it on the Report stage. 


THE Marquess oF SALISBURY said 
he was sorry that the Government took 
that line, because he wished to ask a 
question on the subsection. How were 
married couples going to be treated 
under the Bill? He took the case of 
an old man of seventy who had an in- 
come of £52 a year, while his wife of 
seventy had nothing. He would get 
nothing, while presumably his wife 
would get 5s. a week. But if each had 
£16 a year, making the total income of 
the same amount, both would come in 
on the lowest limit and would be entitled 
to the highest pension, and the household 
would get 10s. a week. Did the Govern- 
ment defend that the two households 
should be treated so differently in the 
same circumstances ? 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
he must enter his protest against the 
noble Lord’s question, as to what the 
Government intended. They had put 
all they intended into a clause and if 
the noble Lord was dissatisfied with 
their wording the legitimate mode of 
proceeding was for him to put down 
an Amendment. He hed had as much 
experience as the noble Marquess in 
Parliamentary history and never heard 
of such a thing as being cross-examined. 

*Lorp SANDERSON asked if the 
noble Viscount would not say what was 
the meaning of the subsection. I+ pro- 
vided that the means of one of a 
married couple should not be taken at 
less than half the total means of that 
couple, yet there was no provision that 
the means of the other one might in 
certain cases be taken at less than the 
full amount belonging to that individual. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON: It 


means what it says. 








1143 Old-A ge 


THE Marquess or SALISBURY said 
he was sorry he should have incurred 
the rebuke of the noble Viscount. He 
had had the honour of sitting opposite 
to him for manv years, and had watched 
his conduct of important measures, 
including the Local Government Bill, 
through the other House. 


more have thought of refusing to answer 
a question put by one of his opponents 


than he would have thought of flying. | 


It was reserved for their Lordships’ 
House to be treated in that way by the 
Government. He asked a perfectly re- 
spectful question. He took a perfectly 
simple instance and wanted to know 
the meaning of the Bill. If the noble 
Viscount objected to the point being 
put in the form of a question, he would 
make it in the form of an assertion, 
His point wes that in precisely similar 
cases the pension in one would be 5s. 


a week and in the other double that 
amount. Whatever their opinion might 


be as to the policy of old-age pensions 
all would agree that the Bill ought to 
be a fair one. That was whv he did 
not very much care for the Bill, though 
he had done his best in anything he 
had said to put the Bill into proper 
shape. 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said th..t nobody 
had complained of the way in which 
the question was put or of his noble 
friend illustrating his view by stating 
a concrete His noble friend had 
said that, as there was no Amendment 
on the Paper, his attention had not been 
specially drawn to the concrete case 
which had been put forward, and, 
therefore, he asked that he might be 
allowed to give an answer on the Report 
stage. That was all. The case stated 
by his noble friend was a reasonable one, 
so far as he had been able to follow his 


He 


case, 


argument. must confess he was 
not aware that on this subsection 


these points were going to be raised, 
and, therefore, he was not so fully pre- 
pared on these points as on others. 
these points, the Committee would agree, 
especially when they worked them out 
by mathematical calculation, were ex- 
tremely complicated, and it would be 
fairer to his noble friend to give his 
answers on the Report stage, when 


{LORDS} 


In the House | 


of Commons the noble Viscount would no | 


All; 
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| they would be able, he had no doubt: 
to give complete answers to the per- 
fectly legitimate points raised by the 
noble Lord. 
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Viscount RIDLEY said that so far 
}as he was concerned, he would be per- 
ectly satisfied to defer the Amendment 
to the Report stage, but he would point 
|out the extreme difficulty in which the 
House was placed. The Bill was only 
| brought into their Lordships’ House a 
| few days ago and there had been very 
little time to put down Amendments, 
and he desired to ask for information 
concerning rather an important  sub- 
; section in order that, if he thought fit, 
he might put down an Amendment before 
the Report stage was reached. That 
would be impossible if he did not get 
the information until then. Considering 
the amount of time the Government 
spokesmen had been giving to the details 
of the Bill, he could not he!p feeling 
sorry that they had not been able to 
give him information upon a subsection 
which at anv rate, needed explanation. 


Clause 4 agreed to. 


Clauses 5a d 6 agreed to. 
Clause 7: 


Lorp ATKINSON moved to add that 
if the pension committee, after the 
receipt of the report of the pension 
officer upon a claim or question referred 
to him, do not, within the time prescribed, 
proceed to give their decision on the 
matter, the recommendation or opinion 
of the pension officer shall, as far as 
practicable, be treated as a decision of 
the pension committee. They wished, 
he said, that the pension committee, 
when application was made either for the 
granting of a pension or the forfeiting 
of a pension that had been already 
granted, should not put it aside and do 
nothing. It was possible that the pension 
officer’s report might not contain any: 
thing like a decision either in favour of 
or against the applicant or claim. There- 
fore, there might not be any decision. 
| He admitted that his Amendment was 
not perfect, but it was lucidity itself com- 
pared to the Amendment next on the 
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Paper in the name of the noble Viscount. 
There were complaints that the pension 
committee would do nothing, but the 
noble Viscount proposed that there 
should be an appeal against their decision. 
That was exactly the defect. The Bill 
provided that when they came to a 
decision the pension officer and any 


person aggrieved might appeal to the | 
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checked. It was a question simply of 
which machinery was the best. He 
|} would adopt the suggestion of the 





noble Lord and hoped that before the 
Report stage they would have arrived 
|at the best means of dealing with what 
would be a very serious evil unless dealt 
with. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


central pension authority against the | 


decision of the local committee. It 
seemed to be a strange misapplication of 
language to say that they were also to 
appeal when there was no decision. He 
did not understand how any human 
being could perform the operation of 
appealing against a blank. What the 
noble Viscount and he himself both 
desired was that when a pension com- 
mittee did nothing the central authority 
should be in a position to hear the 
question and to decide it, putting the 
pension committee entirely aside when 
that committee refused to do its duty. 
He suggested that if the noble Viscount 
would leave out all the words from the 
word “may” and insert ‘ 
central pension authority to consider and 
finally decide such claim or question 
which the said last-mentioned authority 
shall have power to do,” that would 
meet the case. He would withdraw his 
Amendment if the noble Viscount would 
say he would consider the matter so that 
on the Report stage they might decide 
as to the form of words whic wouldh 
carry out the common intention they 
both entertained. 


Amendment moved— 


“ In page 5, line 11, after the word ‘ question,’ 
to insert the following new subsection: ‘ ( ) 
the pension committee after the receipt of the 
aforesaid report do not within the time 
prescribed proceed to give their decision on 
the claim or question so reported upon, the 
recommendation or opinion of the pension 
officer as expressed in his report shall, as far as 
practicable, be deemed and taken to be a 
decision of the pensions committee upon the 
same, and shall be acted upon and treated 
accordingly.’ ’—(Lord Atkinson.) 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON was 


glad the noble Lord had understood his 


meaning in the clause which had been | 


drafted and put down. They were 
perfectly agreed as to what the evil 
was which the noble Lord feared, and 
perfectly agreed also that it should be 


‘apply to the | 


Amendment moved— 

** In page 5, line 20, after the word ‘ them,’ 
to insert, * If a local pension committee refuse 
or neglect to consider any claim for a pension 
or to determine any question within a reasonable 
time, any person who would have the right 
under this provision to appeal against the 
decision of the local pension committee may 
appeal as if the pension committee had given 
such a decision.’ ’’—({ Viscount Wolverhampton.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp ATKINSON moved to provide 
that a member of the committee who 
disapproved of the decision should be 
deemed to be a party aggrieved. The 
object was, he said, to make it clear 
what was meant by the words “ person 
aggrieved. Apparently the appeal was 
practically confined to the pension officer 
and to the applicant whose claim was 
refused or who was held to be disqualified. 
That was a most unsatisfactory position. 
He did not want to go into the position 
which the pension officer would have to 
occupy in very many parts of Ireland. 
Viscount St. Aldwyn had said that the 
pension officer would be the watchdog 
|of the Treasury. In the West of Ireland 
he wished no dog an unhappier fate 
than would be the fate of a pension 
officer who decided against a popular 
man or in favour of an unpopular man. 
He should think the famous “ dirty dog,” 
or a dog sent out into a street filled with 
his enemies, and with a tin-kettle on his 
tail, would have a peaceful, dignified, 
and happy life compared with that of 
the pension officer who decided on the 
lines of which he had spoken. He 
thought the menber of a committee 
who disapproved of the decision at 
which the committee had arrived should 
be deemed to bea person aggrieved within 
| the meaning of the section, and should 
have a right to appeal to the central 
authority against their decision. Every- 
| one desired to have an administration of 
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the Act which was pure, efficient, and 
carried on with ordinary celerity. To 
expect a pension officer to appeal against 
a popular decision, however unjust,was 
absurd. 


Amendment moved— 


‘In page 5, line 20, to add the words, *‘ That 
a member of the committee who disapproves 
of the decision shall be deemed to be a party 


” 


aggrieved within the meaning of the Act.’ ’— 
(Lord Atkinson.) 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
thought the Amendment would require a 
little consideration and might be allowed 
to stand over. He would like to know 
what the Irish Office thought of it. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


On Question, clause, as amended, agreed 
to. 


Clause 8: 


THE DuKE oF DEVONSHIRE moved 
an Amendment to provide that the 
majority of the local pension committee 
(a pointed bythe council of the borough, 
district, or county, and, according to 
the clause, the persons appointed need 
not be members of the council) should 
consist of members of the appointing 
council, The clause was, he said, an 
important one, as he understood that, 
although practically the local pension 
committee would not have the means of 
administering any public funds it would 
practically be on their advice that the 
lists of those to whom pensions were 
ultimately given would be compiled. 
He understood, however, that the ultimate 
decision on the matter was still in the 
hands of the Government so far as the 
regulations were concerned. The point 
he wished to raise was this: Under the 
clause as it now stood the councils, either 
horough, urban or district, were placed 
in a position of trust,and had to act with 
the Government in finding out who were 
eligible for the pensions. At one time 
it was an axiom of the Liberal Party that 
taxation and representation should go to- 
gether. By the present Act they were 
placing the control of vast sums of money 
in the hands of individuals who certainly 
had not been elected by any constituency 
of any description for the purpose of 


Lord Atkinson. 


{LORDS} 
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administering those funds. All he asked 
was that the authority to which they 
gave these far-reaching extensive powers 
should have some responsibility cast upon 
them and should not, in the words of the 
Act, have the power of delegating the 
whole of their authority to some com- 
mittee of whose constitution they had no 
knowledge whatever. Therefore he made 
the suggestion that any committee which 
might be appointed by those different 
authorities should have at any rate a 
majority of the appointing committee 
serving on It. 

Amendment moved— 

* In page 5, line 30, after the word ‘ county’ 
to insert the words ‘and shall consist eithe: 
wholly or partly of members of the appointing 
coun-i!, but the members of such council shall 
be a majority of the whele committee,’ ”— 
(The Duke of De vonshire. ) 


LorpD FITZMAURICE said he could 
quite realise that when his noble friend 
moved the Amendment he had perhaps 
some feelings running in his mind similar 
to those which animated Mr. Pitt when, 
on a celebrated occasion, thinking that 
his great rival, Mr. Fox, had made a 
mistake, he said he would “ un-Whig” 
him. He quite felt that it was difficult 
for them on the Liberal side of the House 
to appear to resist an Amendment of the 
kind moved,even if it were moved from 
the Opposition side of the House, based 
as it was upon an appeal to the great 
canons of popular representation, and 
indeed to a strict application of what he 
might call democratic doctrine. The 
noble Duke objected to the Bill as it 
stood the ommittee 
might consist of outsiders, and was in no 
manner compelled to have upon it a 
majority of members of the actual 
appointing authority, the county council, 
and no doubt he would say that there 
he was standing upon essentially Liberal 
cround, a strong Liberal foundation, and 
he (the speaker) was the very last person 
to regret seeing the noble Duke standing 
on those grounds. But, notwithstand- 
ing, he could not help thinking that there 
were some reasons for leaving the Bill 
as it stood. The other day the noble 
Viscount, Viscount St. Aldwyn, dwelt 
upon what he thought was the great difi- 
cultvand future dangerof county govern- 
ment, namely, that year after year Parlia- 
ment went on piling new duties upon 


because pension 
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those bodies until they were almost 
breaking down under the burden. That 
was most true. Not a year passed by 
without very complicated duties of a 
burdensome character being put upon 
the county councils, and all that work 
had to be done by committees. They 
had to man their committees, and must 
man them with men who were able to 
attend, for it was essential to have con- 
tinuity of policy, and, therefore, the 





mous increase of work placed in recent 


to throw upon those bodies the duty of 
finding the greater portion of the mem- 
bers of these committees they might be 
getting into a very considerable practical 
dificultv. He might perhaps point out 


great difference between this ‘ommittee 
and many other committees of local 
bodies such as county and_ borough 
councils that had been appointed, because 
in all those other committees Parliament 
had verv wisely insisted upon a majority 
of the members of a committee con- 
sisting of members of the council. The 
county council had been administering 
funds which, if not wholly, had in any 
case in part come out of the local rates, 
but that was not at all so in the present 
The county council would 
administering Imperial funds, and he 
took it that what a county council ought 
really to try to do was to pick out men 
who were skilled administrators. They 
ought to look a great deal towards the 
example of the German municipalities. 
A very great portion of local administra- 
tion in Germany was carried out by 
experts, appointed and selected by the 
local authorify, but not necessarily mem- 
bers of the appointing body. They were 
a mixture of the permanent official such 
as was known in this country and of the 
local member, because they were selected 
from persons living in the areas in which 
the committee had to act. 
he was not inclined to think that he was 
teally offending against sound Liberal 
doctrines when he said that in this case 
the balance of argument was contrary to 
the proposal ofhis noble friend, although 
he thought it was not at all an un- 





case. be 
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presence of people who were able to give | 
theirtime to the work. He could not help | 
fearing that, bearing in mind the enor- | 


years upon county councils, if they were | 


to the Committee that there was a very | 


Therefore, | 


natural thing to consider or to discuss, | he certainly thought it would be better 
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and he hoped. whatever the decision of 
the Committee might be, it would see that 
the Government, in making this pro- 
posal, had been animated, not by dis- 
| trust of popular representation, but 
| simply by the desire to obtain the best 
practical machinery for carrying out the 
exceedingly difficult and important duties 
it would have to perform. 





| Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Viscount MIDLETON moved an 
Amendment to make a Metropolitan 
borough and the City of London the 
authority under the section by which the 
local pension committee is appointed. 
The Amendment, was, he said, one of 
those that had the misfortune to come 
under the guillotine in another place, and 
| he imagined the Government would be 
prepared to accept it. He believed the 
intention was that the London County 
Council should nominate all these pension 
committees, and he submitted it was 
highly desirable over so great an area 
that the committees should be nominated 
by the borough councils which were 
representative of very large masses of 
the inhabitants, and had a much greater 
local knowledge as well as being the 
authorities for such business as appoint- 
ing distress committees. The commit- 
tees ought to deal with the present matter, 
| which involved Imperial and not local 
funds, direct with the controlling body 
and not through the machinery of the 
county council. He suggested that the 
present system could only result in the 
whole work being done by inter-com- 
munication between them. 


Amendment moved— 


** In page 5, line 30, after the word ‘ county’ 
to insert the words * for the purpose of this sub- 
section the expression “ borough” means and 
includes a metropolitan borough and the City 
of London.’ ’—( Viscount Midleton.) 


* Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
that in London there was a strong differ- 
ence of opinion, and so far as the Govern- 
ment were able to form any impression of 
what the view of Parliament was it 
seemed to be most decidedly in favour 
of the county council being the authoritv 
in London. So far as efficiency of ad- 
| ministration was concerned in London. 
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—it had proved to be so in educational | 
matters—that the county council should 
be supreme and not the borough council. | 
Therefore the Government could not | 
assent to the Amendment. 
| 
| 
' 


Viscount MIDLETON thought it 
was laying upon the County Council of 
London a duty which they could not hope 
to perform satisfactorily. They could not 
force the borough councils to undertake 
the duties, and if they themselves had | 
throughout this vast area to find local 
pension committees where they them- 
selves had not the local acquaintance 
which the borough council had, it would 
really mean putting upon them not only 
a duty which they could not satisfactorily 
discharge, but an amount of 
pondence and work which they would be 
most unwilling to undertake. Certainly 
in a matter of this magnitude he should 
have thought the Corporation of the 
City of London would have been the 
proper authority within the boundaries 
of the City. He asked the House to 
consider the Amendment further. 


corres- 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


THE Duke or DEVONSHIRE moved 
to insert a new subsection providing that 
the Local Government Board should 
have power to appoint such persons 
as they should select not exceeding three 
in number to serve as ex-officio members 
of any local pension committee. He 
understood that these committees were 
at present capable of being entirely 
appointed by the different county 
authorities, but the Amendment in his 
name simply gave the power of appoint- 
ing to serve on those committees two or 
three gentlemen whom the Local Govern- 
ment Board thought fit. They had but 
little experience as to what these pension 
committees might lead them _ into, 
and the Amendment was a_ safeguard 
against either mal-administration or 
failure on the part of these nominated 
bodies to carry out the intentions of the 


Act. 
Amendment moved 


33, and to insert the following new subsection : 
‘ The Local Government Board may have power 


| 
| 
“In page 5, to leave out lines 31, 32, and | 
to appoint such persons as they shall select, not | 


Viscount Wolverhampton. 


{LORDS} 
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exceeding three in number, to serve as ex-officio 
members of any local pension committee,’ »— 


(The Duke of Devonshire.) 
Lorp ATKINSON said he had on the 


| Paper an Amendment which had the 


same object. Probably this was the first 
time in the course of English legislation 
that a body that did not represent those 
who supplied the funds were given 
the power to spend them in the way the 
pension committees were in this Bill, 
He had no doubt that the committees 
would be most generous in the ey. 
penditure of these funds. It was abso- 
lutely necessary that experts should be 
employed, and in that he agreed with the 
noble Viscount, Viscount Wolverhamp- 
ton. Where they differed was as to the 
person who was to nominate the expert. 
The nobleViscount had said that the expert 
ought to be nominated by the pension 
committee, whilst he suggested that he 
should be nominated by a Government 
Department in some way representing the 
taxpaver who would really have the 
paying for all the operations carried on 
by the pension committee over which 
that taxpayer had no control whatever. 
It would also ensure that there would be 
somebody on the committee to stand up 
for the pension officer; to argue and 
support his report and to defend his 
action if necessary. If that was not done 
no person outside would know why a 
report was ignored. In addition to that 
there would be somebody who would 
be able to bring the proceedings in ¢on- 
mittee on appeal to the central authority. 
He could see no reasonable objection 
that could be urged against the Amend- 
ment. It not opposed to any 
principle of taxation and 
tion. On the contrary, it carried out 
that principle, for an expert appointed 
by the Local Government Board would 
more truly represent the Imperial tax- 
payer than the members of the county 
council who represented the ratepayer, 
and in no way represented the Imperial 
tixpayer whose money they had to spend. 


was 
representa- 


Lorp FITZMAURICE thought the 
Committee would have come to the con- 
clusion that this particular question 
was really an Irish question. They had 
had put before them by the noble Lord, 
Lord Atkinson, certain special dangers 
which might arise in certain districts 1 
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Ireland in regard to the conduct of the | of an Excise officer. 


pension committees. Assuming that 
those arguments were sound, that those 
kinds of difficulties might arise in par- 
ticular places owing to party, local, re- 
ligious, or personal feelings, he was bound 


{23 Juty 1908} 


to think that that difficulty was really | 
met by giving a claimint to a pension | 


the right of going on appeal to the Local 
Government Board, if the pension com- 
mittee refused, for instance, to meet 
aud thereby to do justice to the individual 
But while such a course as that proposed 


by the noble Duke and the noble Lord | 


might be desirable in some parts of the 
West of Ireland, to give this really gigantic 
power to the Local Government Board all 
over the country would be an exceedingly 
difficult and invidious power to exercise. 
Ifthe Local Government Board exercised 
it generally a great cry would arise that 
the Government were not trusting the 
local committees, and if they did not 
trust the local committees on the ground 
that those committees were not fit to deal 
with Imperial funds they had better not 
have appointed them at all, but simply 
have put the matter into the hands of 
officers _ Excise officers or other officers 
who might be appointed. Then, on the 
other hand, if they picked out particular 
places- he was speaking generally, in the 
light of English experience—it would 
still be an exceedingly difficult thing, be- 
cause it would give rise to great contro- 
versy and comment, to complaints that 
lifferent places were being treated in 
lifferent ways, and the Local Government 
Board would be called upon to justify 
the appointment of the representatives. 
They would be asked, for example, if 
something had gone wrong, or whether 
they suspected something wrong or im- 
proper was going to be done in _par- 
ticular districts. The Local Govern- 
ment Board would be brought into con- 
stant collision with the county authorities. 
He did not see that there was any half- 
way house between appointing these 
‘ountv councils and trusting them 
r doing what would have been a 
perfectly conceivable alternative, namely, 
saying = that these funds were 
(mperial funds they were to be en- 
rely administered by Imperial officers. 
The Bill was, he admitted, to a certain 
*xtent, a compromise, because they had 
wrought in an Imperial officer in the shape 


as 
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On the other hand, 
the noble Duke and the noble Lord wished 
to go further in bringing in the Imperial 
element, not in the representative of the 
Treasury alone, in the person of the Excise 
officer, but also the Local Government 
Board. That, he was inclined to think, 
was pushing things rather too far. In 
any case the Government, having made up 
their minds to start by giving the full 
confidence, subject to the control in the 
Bill, to the county and borough com- 
mittees, were not in a position to accept 
these two Amendments or either of them. 
At the same time, if there were districts 
in Ireland where the difficulties 
described might arise, that would 
met by the provision giving the claim int 
power to go by the pension committee and 
appeal to the Local Government Board. 
He hoped that in any case at starting the 
pensions that would be sufficient to 
remedy any difficulty that might arise 
in the West of Ireland. 


} 
be 


Lorp ATKINSON said the noble Lord 
had misunderstood the Amendment. Its 
object was to protect the Imperial tax- 
paver. There was no difficulty what- 
ever in carrying out the administration 
of Ireland, in the Local Government 
Board appointing as their officer a Poor 
Law inspector who did exactly for every 
Board of Guardians in Ireland what le 
would be asked to do under the Amend- 
ment, namely, to attend to give the 
people the benefit of his advice and 
to prevent corruption and 
extravagance. 


abuses, 


*Viscount St. ALDWYN said they did 
not consider that this was purely an 
Irish question. It was a question of 
importance to Imperial taxpayers 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland. The 
proposal under the Bill was the strange 
one of allowing local committees ap- 
pointed by local authorities full scope 
in the expenditure of Imperial funds. 
He looked upon that as a dangerous 
proposition, especially when they all 
knew that it would be to the interest 
of these local authorities to transfer cer- 
tain Poor Law charges from the rates 
to the Exchequer. The Government 
had thought fit to empower county and 
borough councils to appoint these com- 
mittees. What hadthecounty and borough 
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‘councils to do with the matter at all ? | 
They did not find the funds. The only 
reason was that they possessed the local 
knowledge which would enable them 
to choose more easily the pension com- 
mittees than the Local Government Board 
could do. What was asked now was that 
the Local Government Board which 


represented the taxpayer should have some | 


voice on these pension committees in 
defence of the taxpayer. They were 
to appoint not more than three mem- 
bers of such committees. This was 
characterised as a gigantic power on the 
part of the Local Government Board. 
He had really never heard an assertion 
which appeared to him more absurd, 
because all that it would involve was that 
there should be some representation 
of the taxpaver on bodies which almost 


naturally would be rather antagonistic to | 


the interests of the taxpayer. He hoped 
that one of the Amendments would be 
pressed to a division, because he was 
quite sure something of the sort ought 
to be embodied in the Bill. 


*THE Ear. or CREWE: Two entirely 
separate questions are involved in this 
Amendment. What is spoken of 
the Irsh side of the question appears 
to us to depend upon the possibility 
that person might be deprived 
of a pension because for some reason or 
other he was locally unpopular, and 
that the pension officer would be debarred 
by threats from doing his part in repre- 
senting the case. The other side of the 
case is the one which has been alluded 
to by the noble Viscount, Viscount St. 
Aldwyn, who feared that pension officers 
would be too easy-going, and that being 
local people their tendency would be to 
transfer charges where they could from 
the rates to the taxes. I admit at once 


as 


some 


that the county council, as such, have | 


this matter at all. 
They aave no more power to decide the 
allocation of this money than any other 
body of taxpayers. 
to choose these committees because they 
have local knowledge and a 
and substantial position in a 
locality. The committees, it 
will be composed of what are 
called people of ‘‘ good-will,” people 
who are willing to give their time and 
trouble without remuneration to the 
Viscount St. Aldwyn. 


no locus standi in 


is hoped, 


{LORDS} 


Thev are selected | 


very real | 
particular | 


sometimes | 
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service of local duties in their own neigh- 
bourhood. It is perfectly true, as the 
noble Viscount has said, that there may 
be a temptation on the part of those 
people to be too easy-going in admitting 


| cases, but when the noble Viscount said 


that they have an unrestricted power 
of allocating public money he cannot 
have read the Bill. The allocation 
in every case is subject to the consent 
of the pension officer, who, of course 
represents the taxpayer. It is perfectly 
arguable that the pension officer by 
himself may not be strong enough to 
resist the committee, and ought to be 
strengthened. The noble and learned 
Lord suggested that the Local Govem. 
ment Board would put its inspectors 
on these committees. There are, of 
course, not enough inspectors of the 
Local Government Board to go round 
to all the committees to the numbe: 
of three in each, so you come to this 
difficulty, that the only people the Local 
Government Board could nominate are 
people who will be subject to precisely 
the same limitations as members of the 
pensions committee. They could not 
all be officers, because the officers do not 
exist, but they will have to be some 
nominated people in the neighbourhood. 
Those people will be subject to exact) 
the same temptation to save the rates 
and impose on the taxes. Tne mer 
fact that they are nominated by the 
Local Government Board will not remov: 
that. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Lorp CLINTON moved an Amend: 
ment to provide that the local pension 
committees should be so constituted as 
to contain representatives of the other 
‘local authorities within their area. He 
said that the object of the Amendment 
was that certain members of the pensio! 
committees should men of _ local 
knowledge and men belonging to the 
minor order of local authorities. Thi 
part of the clause appeared to him t 
be so widely drawn that it might result 
in the whole local pension committee 
being appointed from outside the areas 
of the pension committee. Consequently. 
no member of the committee would be 
in any way acquainted with the locality 
‘or its people. Personally, he would have 


be 
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neigh. preferred that a very large number of | 
a8 the gihese committees should have been | 
© may members of local authorities, but he had 
those ontented himself with suggesting that 
hitting ome, at all events, of the minor local 
at said uthorities should be represented on 
power he committees, It was true that any 
cannot  ounty council would probably wish 
‘cation 9 appoint such men, but the second 
‘onsent i art of the clause said that they 
‘ourse eed not do so, and in fact appeared to 
srfectly mply that it would be better if they 
er by & lid not do so at all. He knew that was 
wh ty quot the intention of the Government, 
‘to be qvecause although the clause was not 
learned liscussed in another place, yet in answer 
tovern- go a deputation the Chancellor of the 
pectors Exchequer expressed himself as being 
ire. of @eutirely in svmpathy with the idea that 
of the embers of the guardians should be un- 
round gifficiaily upon these committees. He 
number vent as far as that with the Chancellor 
to this @ol the Exchequer, but also one step 
e Local  arther. when he suggested that the other 
ate are ocal authorities, such as the parish 
recisely council, should also be represented. It 
s of the vas of extreme importance that these 
ld not committees should have sufficient local 
; do not @ mowledge to deal with many of the 
e sone  lifficult and oftentimes delicate questions 
urhood. @ Which would come before them. 

exacth 
he rates Amendment moved— 
le mere “To insert the words ‘ Each local pension 
by the gcommittee should be so constituted as to 
*  gcontain representatives of the other local 
TemMOve B authorities within their area.’ ” — (Lord 
Tinton.) 
awh. Lorp FITZMAURICE said the pro- 
posals of the Bill were in reality to a 

Amend @(ettain extent a compromise, and he 
pension lid not think the Government could 
tuted a fo bevond the stage that they had 


eached in regard to recognising local 
nformation. 
leal of criticism for which no doubt 
theoretically a very great deal could be 


he other 
rea. He 
endmelt 
 pensio! 


of local id, but with all respect for local | 
- to theg 2overnment he thought that in a matter 
ay, Thisgt this kind it would be going a very 


great deal too far to bring in representa- 
tives of not only what were known as 


» him t 
ht result 
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They had heard a good | 
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difficulties of Poor Law administration, 
unless the chairman of the board hap- 


| pened to be a very strong man and had 
|one or two members to back him up, 


was the tendency of each parochial 
representative to look after what he 
called his “‘ own poor.” That very often 
took the shape of a guardian coming 
into the room, and after doing what he 
thought was his duty, “looking after 
his own poor,” going away and leaving 
the remaining guardians to do likewise. 
That how mal-administration and 
jobbery arose. If they desired this pension 
scheme to work well they must take 
every precaution against anything ot 
that kind happening, and for that reason 
the Government, when they decided to 
trust local authorities, selected the large 
authorities, leaving them to be the masters 
of the persons to whom they were dele- 
gates, and he sincerely hoped that in 
practice the county councils and other 
bodies would make up their minds to 
rise a little superior to the ordinary 
British prejudice against what was called 
the expert. There was nothing in the 
world difficult administering 
poor relief, and this would also be an 
exceedingly difficult duty. In fact a 
man might almost devote a very great 
portion of his life to attaining the know- 
ledge which was necessary to administe1 
matters of this kind faithfully and 
skiltully. There was another objection 
to the proposal, namely, that by bringing 
in the representatives of boards 
guardians as such— 


was 


50 as 


ot 


Lorp CLINTON : 


them in by name. 


I did not bring 


Lorp FITZMAURICE pointed out 
that local authorities would include 


boards of guardians. They all desired 
| to keep the administration of the pensions 
|and the Poor Law entirely distinct. 
If there was any member of a board of 
'guardians who from long experience 
had become an expert in the subject 
he felt convinced that the county and 
borough council would not require any 
spurring to call in their assistance. 


»ymmitter the minor local authorities, but of the 
the area ards of guardians and even of the | 
equently. parish council, and might give rise to | 


very considerable confusion. Anybody 
who had sat on a board of guardians 
knew that one of the very great 


would be 
e locality 


yuld have 








*Lorp LANSDOWNE: I quite agree 
that these committees should be strength- 
ened, but I cannot help thinking that 

| there are practical objections in the way 
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of this proposal. 
it obligatory upon the county councils 


to include on the local pensions com- | 


mittees representatives of every local 
authority within their areas. It would 
be obligatory under those words to in- 
clude members of the misgor councils 
and also of the boards of guardians, and 
I think there is force in the objection 
that this Bill desires to keep the ad- 
ministration of the Poor Law entirely 
distinct from the administration of the 
pension law. I am afraid, therefore, 
that if this Amendment were to be in- 
serted n the Bill it would give rise to a 
good deal of complication and trouble, 
and I respectfully suggest that my noble 
friend had better not press it. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


THe Eart or MAYO moved the 
omission of the words “either abso- 
lutely or under such conditions as they 
think fit,” from the provision giving 
local pension committees the power to 
delegate to sub-committees powers and 
duties of the local pensions committee. 
He submitted that the words were not 
the ‘east necessary, and if they were 
left out the subsection would have 
exactly the same effect as if they were 
in. 

Amendment moved— 

“In page 5, lines 37 and 38, to leave out 
the words ‘either absolutely or under such 
conditions as they think fit.””—(Z’he Earl of 
Mayo.) 


Lorp FITZMAURICE thought there 
would be no difficulty in proving that 
the words ought to be left in. In the 
first place there was precedent for them. 
He was practically certain that the 
same words would be found in the 
Education Act of 1902, in regard to the 
delegation clause under which practically 
the education of the country was earried 
on. Considerable trouble arose at 
time in the working of the Local Govern- 


one 


ment Board Acts, because there were 
certain powers there which it was stated 
could be delegated, and some great 


lawyers took the view that delegation, 
if not qualified, was absolute and irre- 
That danger was to be guarded 
What the words really did 
Lord Lunsdowne, 


vocable. 
against. 


{LORDS} 
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was that they enabled the county council 
to delegate and at the same time to 
remain members of their own delegation, 
If the words were left out, there might 
be considerable danger of unqualified 
delegation, putting the county coune] 
or other authority in the position of 
having parted with some of their powers 
and rendering it difficult for them to 
get them back. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn, 


THE DUKE or DEVONSHIRE 
moved to add, at the end of subsection 
(2), which ran— 

(2) A local pension committee may appoint 
such and so many sub-committees, consisting 
either wholly or partly of the members of the 
cominittee as the committee think fit, anda 
local pension committee may delegate, either 
absolutely or under such conditions as 
they think fit, to any such sub-committee 
any powers and duties of the local pension com. 
mittee under this Act”—the words “other 
than the power to give a decision on a claim 
Within the meaning of this Act.” 

He moved this Amendment in the hope 
that the power of actually dealing with 
claims might be reserved to the pension 
committee. The sum of £7,000.000 was 
delegated by the Treasury to the local 
authorities. Those local authorities had 
power to appoint a committee, and this 
committee in its turn was empowered 
to appoint a sub-committee which would 
possess absolutely every power conferred 
upon the local pension committee by 
the Bill. Thus it would be possible for 
the local pension committee to delegate 
all or any of its powers, either absolutely 
or under such conditions as they might 
think fit, to this sub-committee. It 
would be possible, under this clause, for 
the pension committee to delegate the 
power of granting pensions to the vicar 
and churchwardens. He did not know 
whether such a provision would commend 
itself to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
His Amendment would full dis: 
cretion to the sub-committee to vather 
information and collect as much material 
as possible to enable the local 
committee to arrive at a decision. but 
the giving of the decision would rest with 


\++ 


the responsible local pension committee. 


leave 


ension 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 5, line 40, after the word * Act,’ 
to insert the words ‘ other than the 
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togive a decision on a claim within the meaning 
of this Act.’ "(Zhe Duke of Devonshire.) 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said that, if it 


vas thought that the pension committee | 
vere going to act in the manner proposed, | 
chev ought not to give them these powers | 


it all. It was surely a fair thing to 

issume that bodies of this kind would act | 
na reasonable manner. He could not 

magine anv county or borough authority | 
sith which he was acquainted acting in 

the wav suggested, merely because the 

‘nds with which they would be con- 

erned did not come from the local rates 

wt from the Imperial Exchequer. There- 

ore he thought the precautions proposed 
to be taken quite unnecessary. If they 

ould not trust these committees, the | 
ly rational alternative would be not to | 
rive them the powers at all. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 5, line 40, after the word ‘ Act,’ 

insert the following new subsection: ‘( ) 
The Local Government Board may appoint 
ny person or any persons not exceeding three 
a number to be a member or members of any 
al pensions committee, or of any sub-com- 
jittee appointed by the latter, who shall, 
shen appointed, have all the rights of ordinary 
nembers of such committees.’ ”—(Lord Atkin- 
m.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 8, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 9: 


Amendment moved— 


“Tn page 6, line 7, after the word * obtaining,’ 
insert the words * or continuing.’ ”"—( Viscount 
Volverham pton. ) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 6, line 8, after the word ‘ Act,’ 
insert the words ‘ either for himself or for 
uy Other person, or for the purpose of obtaining 
‘continuing an old-age pension under this 


@<t for himself or for any other person ata 


ther rate than that appropriate to the case.’ 
Viscount Wolverhampton.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Ine Earn or CAMPERDOWN moved | 


) add words in the same subsection to | 








| recovered as a debt due to the Crown.’ 


_duty it was to make the inquiry. 
| Amendment met that point, and placed 
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| meet an obvious omission, and said he 
| understood the Amendment was accepted 
! 

| by the Government. 

;™ 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 6, line 9, after the word * mis- 
representation,’ to insert the words ‘or if 
it appears that any person has directly or 
indirectly deprived himself of any income 
or property in order to qualify himself for 
the receipt of an old-age pension, or for the 
receipt of an old-age pension at a higher rate 


than that to which he would otherwise be 
entitled under this Act.?”—(The Earl of 
Camperdown.) 

Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON | ac- 


cepted the Amendment. 
On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp ATKINSON moved the insertion 
of a new subsection. He said that asthe 
Bill stood nobody was interested in 
making an inquiry to ascertain whether 
the recipient of the pension had ceased to 
be qualified to receive it. Subsection 2 
provided that— 

“ Tf it is found at any time that a person has 
been in receipt of an old-age pension under 
this Act while the statutory conditions were 
not fulfilled in his case or while he was dis- 
qualified for receiving the pension, he, or in 
the case of his death, his personal representative, 
shall be liable to repay to the Treasury any 
sums paid to him in respect of the pension 
while the statutory conditions were not fulfilled, 
or while he was disqualified for receiving the 
pension, and the amount of those sums may be 


But there was no person or tribunal whose 


His 


the duty of making the inquiry upon the 
pension officer. If that were not done, 
he failed to see the value of the dis- 
qualifying Unless this duty 
were imposed upon somebody the inquiry 
would not be made, and a person once in 


clauses. 


| receipt of a pension might easily continue 


to receive it though he had become dis- 
qualified. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 6, line 11, after the word * labour,’ 
insert the following new subsection: *( ) 
The pension officer may at any time, without 
the matter having been referred to him, call 
upon and require a person in receipt of an 
old-age pension to establish that he has not 
since the same was granted to him become 
disqualified to receive it, and the pension 


to 








Whale Fisheries 


officer shall inquire into the matter of the 
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pensioner’s disqualification and report on the | 


same to the pension committee, who shall receive 
and, as far as applicable, act upon the said 
report as if it were a report received under the 
provisions of Clause 7, subsection (7).’ ”— 
(Lord Atkinson.) 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
thought this a case that might be left to 
be met by the regulations. 


*Lorp HAVERSHAM supported the 
Amendment and said he had received a 
letter from Sir John Young, for many 
vears Secretary of the Royal Patriotic 
Fund, with whom he served for fifteen 
vears as a member of the Executive of the 
Patriotic Fund, in which he stated that it 
was of the utmost importance that there 
should be personal visits by the pension 
officer to the pensioners. The areas 
allotted to the pension officers should not, 
therefore, be too large. He hoped there 
would be stringent regulations on this 
matter, and that every pensioner changing 
his residence should notify it to the 
pensions officers. 


Lorp ATKINSON warned the noble 
Viscount in charge of the Bill that he was 
taking a very dangerous step in embark- 
ing upon the task of giving jurisdiction by 
regulations. He admitted that it was 
possible to draft regulations as to the 
mode in which jurisdiction should be 
exercised, ; it was a very different matter 
to attempt to give jurisdiction by regula- 
tions. 


On Question, Amendment negatived. 
Clause 9, as amended, agreed to. 


Clause 10: 

THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN moved 
to insert a new subsection 
for the laying of the regulations before 
Parliament. He said it was not without 
considerable hesitation that he had 
adopted the period of twenty-one days 
in his Amendment, but, in the circum- 


stances, it would, perhaps, be sufficient | 
to give Parliament an opportunity of | 
examining, and, if necessary, objecting to | 


the regulations. He was surprised that 
the Government had not inserted in the 


{LORDS} 


providing | 
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some provision akin to this. 

because the whole administration of the 
| Billdepended upon regulations. If Parlia. 
ment were not to insist upon having the 
regulations laid upon the Table and did 
not take power, if necessary, to object 
to them, then he thought Parliament 
would be surrendering a most valuable 
power. 


| Bill 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 7, line 17, after subsection (2) 
to insert the following new subsection; ‘(3) 
Every regulation under this Act shall be laid 
before each House of Parliament forthwith, 
and if an address is presented to His Majesty 
by either House of Parliament within the next 
subsequent twenty-one days on which that 
House has sat next after any such regulation 
is laid before it, praying that the regulation 
may be annulled, His Majesty in Council may 
annul the regulation, and it shall thenceforth 
be void, but without prejudice to the validity 
of anything previously done thereunder,’ °— 
(The Earl of Camperdown.) 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
accepted the Amendment. 


On Question, Amendment agreed to 
Clause 10, as amended, agreed to. 
Remaining clauses agreed to. 


Standing Committee negatived. 


Amendments to be 
Bill to be 
189.) 


The 
received 
| printed as amended. 


Report of 
rr 
[o-morrow, and 


(No. 


ISLE OF MAN (CUSTOMS DUTIES) 
BILL. 
SEED POTATOES AND SEED OATS 
SUPPLY (IRELAND) BILL. 
House in Committee (according to 
order): Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived; 
and Bills to be read 3* to-morrow. 


WHALE FISHERIES (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

House in Committee (according te 
order): Bill reported without Ament: 
iment. Standing Committee negatived ; 
and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 
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Battleships, Armoured 
POLLING DISTRICTS (COUNTY 
COUNCILS) BILL. 
POLLING ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS) BILL. 
Read 


passed. 


3* (according to order), and 


MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE (MERCANTILE 
CORPORATIONS AND COMPANIES) 
BILL [H.1. }. 

Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed, and sent to the Commons. 


COMMONS BILL [1.1]. 
Read 3* (according to order.) 


{28 JuLty 1908} 


| mitted to a 
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learned Lord on the Woolsack is satisfied 
on the point of law raised in this Bill, 
and I therefore hope your Lordships will 
give it a Second Reading. 


Cruise sy ul wl Destrovers. 


com- 


Whole 


On Question, Bill read 2°, and 
Committee of the 


House 


r 
To-morrow. 


POLLING DISTRICTS AND REGISTRA- 
TION OF VOTERS (IRELAND) BILL. 
UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM BILL. 

House in Committee (according to 
order): Bills reported without Amend- 


ment. Standing Committee negatived, 


land Bills to be read 3* To-morrow. 


Tue PRESIDENT 
or AGRICULTURE anp FISHERIES 
(Earl CarrInGton): My Lords, at the 
request of Lord Fortescue and the men 
of Devon I have to ask the House to 
me to insert an Amendment. 
(9) of Clause 1 provides 
that the expression “animals” shall | 
mean “ horses, asses, cattle, sheep, and 
swine.’ The men of Devon are anxious 
to add goats. 


or THE BOARI) | 


allow 
Subsection 


Amendment moved— 
; — ; , 
“In page 3, line 17, after the word ‘ sheep, 
toinsert the word ‘ goats.’ ’°—(£arl Carrington.’ 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Bill passed, and sent to the Commons. 


CORONERS (IRELAND) BILL. 
Read 3* (according to 
the Amendments; further Amendments 
made; Bill passed, and returned to the 
Commons. 


order), with 


PROVISIONAL ORDERS (PROCEDURE) > 
BILL [u.1.]}. 

Read 3 (according to order), 

passed, and sent to the Commons. 


and 


MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY 
BILL. 
Debate on the Motion for Second 
Reading resumed (according to order). 


Tae Earn oF STRADBROKE: My | 





Lords, I understand that the noble and | 
VOL. CXCIIL. 


[FourTH SERIES. ] 


GRAND JURY (IRELAND) ACT, 1836, 
AMENDMENT BILL. 
[Second READING. ] 
Order of the Day for the Second 
Reading read. ° . 


Lorp DENMAN: Mv 
a Bill of a 
which I do 
lengthy explanation. 


Lords, this is 
non-contentious character 
any 
Its object is to 
amend Section 67 of the Grand Jury 
(Ireland) Act, 1836, with to 
piers, quays, and other works, and for 
other connected therewith, 
and it provides that the maximum sum 
which the council of a county may resolve 


not think requires 


respect 


purposes 


to levy off the county for any work 
undertaken under the section shall be 
raised from £390 to £1,500. I beo to 


move. 


Moved, “* That the Bill be now read 
2*.”—(Lord Deninan.) 


On Question, Bill read 2°, 
mitted to a Committee 
House To-morrow. 


and 
of the 


com- 


Whole 


BATTLESHIPS, ARMOURED CRUISERS, 
AND DESTROYERS. 
Return laid before the 
House (pursuant to Order of this day), 
and to be printed. (No. 190.) 


respecting ; 


House adjourned at ten minutes 
past Twelve o’clock a.m., 
till a quarter past Four 
o'clock p.m. 
25 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. {| Amendments to Honourable Artillery 
| Company Bill [Lords], Leith Burgh Bill 
iV 9 . i 5 
Tuesday, 28th July, 1908. | [Lords], London, Brighton, and South 
— | Coast Railway Bill [Lords], without 
The House met at a quarter before | Amendment. 
Three of the (lock. | 


| Amendments to Ravensthorpe Urban 
| District Council Bill {Lords}, with an 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. | Amendment. 


| 





That they have passed a Bill intituled, 
‘An Act to Confirm a Provisional Order 
under The Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 1899, relating to Edin- 
burgh and District Water.” [Edinburgh 


Holderness Water Bill, London United | . 
Tramways Bill, Nottinghamshire and | 
Derbyshire Tramways (No. 2) Bill, Sligo | 
and Arigna Railway Bill.—Lords Amend- | 
ments, in pursuance of the Order of the | ee 2 
H berg? ‘Ma Pron ; | and District Water Order Confirmation 

ouse of 23rd July, considered, and Rill [Lords 
agreed to. ep 





| » 2° 7 . ee ae 

Local Government Provisional Order | Edinburgh and District Water Order 

(No. 3) Bill—As amended, considered ; | Confirmation Bill [Lords}.—Read _ the 

to be read the third time To-morrow 7 | first time ; and ordered (under Section 9 

j ' : lot The Private Legislation Procedure 

Education Board Provisional Orders | (Scotland) Act, 1899) to be read a second 
a > = _ . 7 + > . . 

Confirmation (Cornwall, etc.) Bill [Lords]. | time To-morrow, and to be printed. 


. | (Bill 344.] 
—Read a second time, and committed. | Ul 44] 


Commons Regulation (Towyn Trewan) | PETITIONS. 
Provisional Order  Bill.— Reported. | 


without’ Amendment [Provisional Order | HOUSING, TOWN PLANNING, ETC., BILL. 


confirmed]; Report to lie upon the| Petition from Lewisham, for altera- 
Table. tion; to lie upon the Table. 
Bill to be read the third time To- LICENSING BILL. 
morrow. Petitions in favour : From Gillingham ; 
and Rochester (two); to lie upon the 





Crystal Palace Company Bill [Lords]. | Table. 
—Reported, without Amendment; Re- 
port to lie upon the Table. 





POOR LAW AMENDMENT (SCOTLAND) 
| BILL. 

| Petitions in favour: From Cam- 
| busnethan; and Ferry-Port-on-Craig; 

River Wandle Protection Bill [Lords]. | lie upon the Table. 

—Reported, without Amendment; Re- —--- 
port to lie upon the Table, and to be RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
printed. ear 

LOSS OF LIFE AT SEA. 

Copy presented, of Return showing 
the lives lost by Wreck, Drowning, or 

MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. other Accident in British sea-going 

That they have agreed to, Tobacco | Merchant Ships registered in the United 
Growing (Scotland) Bill, Wild Birds Bill, | Kingdom during the years 1891 to 1907, 
without Amendment. ‘inclusive [by Command]; to lie upon 

| the Table. 

Public Offices Sites (Extension) Bill, | 
London County Council (General Powers) | LOCAL TAXATION ACCOUNT,  17-*. 
Bill, Gosport Gas Bill, Central Ireland; Return presented, relative thereto 
Electric Power Bill, with Amendments. | {ordered 22nd July; Mr. Masterman| ; 


Bill to be read the third time. 


Bill to be read the third time. 
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to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
(No. 263. | 


LOCAL TAXATION LICENCES, ETC., 
1907-8. 
Return presented, relative thereto 


(ordered 22nd July; Mr. Masterman|; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
(No. 264.] 
IRISH LAND COMMISSION, 

Copy presented, of Report of the 
fommissioners for the period from Ist 
April, i907, to 3ist March, 1908 [by 
Command}; to he upon the Table. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD (IRELAND). 
Copy presented, of Annual Report of 
the Local Government Board for Ireland, 
for the year ended 3ist March, 1908 
(hy Command]; to lie upon the Table. 

SUEZ CANAL (COMMERCIAL, No. 5, 1908). 
Copy presented, of Returns of Shipping 


(anal, 1905, 1906, and 1907 
mand] ; 


[by Com- 

to lie upon the Table. 
TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKS. 

Return presented, 

ordered 22nd July; 

Banbury | ; 

0 be printed. 


relative thereto 


S ir 


[No. 265.] 

PACIFIC CABLE ACT, 1901. 
Account presented, showing the Money 
issued from the Consolidated Fund under 
the provisions of the Pacifie Cable Act, 
1901, and of the Money received, ex- 
vended, and borrowed, and Securities 


March, 1908, together with a Copy of 
the Report of the Chairman of the Pacific 


a 


{28 JuLy 1908} 


ind Tonnage passing through the Suez | 


| continuation 


Frederick | 


to lie upon the Table, and | 


ireated under the said Act, to the 3lst | 
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Cable Board [by Act]; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 266.] 


DEATHS FROM STARVATION OR 


ACCELERATED BY PRIVATION 
(LONDON). 
Return presented, relative thereto 


{Address 19th February; Mr. Talbot]; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


[No. 267.] 


MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT. 
Order [25rd June] for an Address for 
a Return relative thereto, read and 
discharged ; and, instead thereof :— 


Address for “ Return of the names 
of every Member returned to serve 
in the Twenty-seventh Parliament of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland appointed to meet 3rd 
December, 1900, and dissolved 8th 
January, 1906, specifying the names 
of the county, city, university, or place 
for which each Member was returned (in 
| of Parliamentary Paper, 
| No. 365, of Session 1901).”—(Sir William 
Bull.) 


OFFENCES IN COUNTY ARMAGH (IRE- 
LAND). 

Return ordered, “‘ showing the number 
of convictions for indictable and non- 
indictable Offences committed in the 
following districts in Ireland in the 
three years ending the 30th day of April 
1906, 1907, and 1908, repectively: (1) 
the town of Newry; (2) the village of 
Bessbrook; (3) the electoral division 
of Camlough, excluding Bessbrook, and 
(4) the electoral division of Mullaghan 
and Tullyhaggy, in the following form :— 








' 


| Total Number 


District. > 
strict of Offences. 


Newry - 7 é ‘i 
Bessbrook = - - é 


Hianiough, exclusive of 
Bessbrook - . : 


Tully- 


cuy * - 
age) 





Minor Offences 


Cases of ah Serious 
( . 
Drunkenness. UOtfences. 


Drunkenness. | 








(fr. Sloan.) 
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1171 Questions. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Addition to Phenix Park. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
the cost of the removal of the old railings 
and the supply of new ones around the 
powder magazine in the Phoenix Park 
has been done at the expense of the War 
Office, or is to be a charge on the Vote 
for the Irish Board of Works; what is 
the cost of the work; what was the 
necessity for the expense; at whose 
request was the expense incurred ; is it 
the fact that the only use to which the 
estate lately added to the Phoenix Park 
has been put is for War Office manceu- 
vres ; and when will the general public 
be allowed to participate in the enjoy- 
ment of the area added to the park. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
As regards the railings the work has been 
done at the expense of the War Office, 
and the cost is estimated to reach the 
sum of £560. The old wooden fence was 
worn out and required replacement by a 
better and unclimable fence. As regards 
the new estate,I am informed that only 
three acres of a total 200 acres have been 
let by the Board of Works to the War 
Office to facilitate bridging practice by 
the troops. The rest of the land, with 
some insignificant exception, is let on 
grazing tenancies or under agreements 
existing at the time of purchase. One 
of the tenants allows the War Office to use 
his land for signalling and a little horse 
training. The property was acquired to 
prevent its being built over and to pre- 
serve the amenities of the Phoenix Park. 
There is no intention at present to throw 
it open to the public, and a large expendi- 
ture would be necessary before doing so. 
et so! 

“Matchem and Company and the Fair 
Wages Clause. 

Mr. W. THORNE (West Ham, 8.): 
To ask the First Commissioner of 
Works whether he is aware that a firm of 
contractors named Matcham and Com- 
pany are doing work at the Plymouth 
Post Office, and are only paying the 
bricklayers’ labourers 4d. and 44d. per 
hour instead of the recognised standard 
vate, viz., 5d. ; 
iaking any action in the matter. 


{COMMONS} 


and whether he intends , 
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(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) T have 
made careful inquiries, and find there js 
no foundation for the allegation in the 
Question. 


Sub-letting of Messrs. Lester & Perkin’s 
Contract. 

Mr. W. T. WILSON (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) : To ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether he is aware that 
the firm of Lester and Perkins, who have 
the contract for fitting up the steam- 
ship “ Rohilla” for conveying troops to 
India, have sub-let a part of the work 
to Mr. G. Peacock, of Wandsworth Road, 
and that he is paying from 24d. to 34d. 
per hour less than the standard rate to 
his workmen; whether this work was 
sub-let with his sanction and approval; 
and whether he will take steps to enforce 
the terms of the Fair Wages Clause in 
connection with this sub-contract. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
work referred to was such could 
scarcely be considered as involving a 
sub-letting of a portion of the contract, 
but the matter has been inquired into, 
and my information is that the rate paid 
to the workmen works out in excess of 
the standard rate accepted as current in 
the district. 


as 


Cost of Living in Welsh Provincial Towns. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the Postmaster-General what are 
the respective units and cost of living at 
Welshpool, Newtown, Montgomery, 
Llanidloes, Lilanfyllin, and Machynlleth ; 
and whether their classification is the 
same as that of other towns in Welsh 
counties. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) 
The information asked for as regards 
Welshpool, Newtown, and Machynlleth, 
so far as it is available, will be found on 
Pages 62, 64, and 65 of the Parliamentary 
Paper, Post Office (Changes in Wages, 
ete.), issued on the 11th instant. Mont- 
gomery, Llanidloes, and Llanfyllin are 
sub-offices, and their classification has 
not yet been definitely decided. The 
principles governing the new classification 
are explained on Pages 54 et seq. of the | 
Parliamentary Paper referred to, and § 


. oe ax o¢ ‘s a 
the list on Pages 57 to 65 of the same § 


paper contains the classification of all | 
head offices throughout the kingdom. 
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1173 Questions, 


Sunday Duty in the Post Office. 

Me. JOHN O7DONNELL (Mayo, 8.) : 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether | 
the Post Office Department obliges post 
office to work Sunday 
without remuneration ; and, if so, when 
will the practice be discontinued and 
these officials placed on the same footing 
as those in other grades of the service. 


assistants on 


(dnswere d by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
Assistants are not required to undertake 
Sunday duty without remuneration. Such 
duty is taken into account in fixing the 


weekly wages. 


Promotion in the Customs--Mr. Clarke’s 
hange. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
he is aware that Mr. C. Clarke, employed 
in the Statistical Office, Customs, was 
informed bv Treasurv letter. dated 4th 
June, 1907, that no application for his 
exceptional promotion would be con- 
sidered until he had withdrawn certain 
charges which he had made: what was 
the date on which Mr. Clarke formally 
withdrew his charges, and how long after 
that date was he nominated for excep- 
tional whether Mr. Clarke 
was induced to send in his withdrawal by 
promises made to him by his superior 
officers that if he took that course his 
name would be submitted for nomination 
for exceptional promotion; what was 
the nature of the charges made by Mr. 
Clarke and against whom were they 
directed ; whether he*is aware that Mr. 
Clarke has been unable to take up the 
superior post to which he has been 
nominated owing to the refusal of the 
Civil Service Commissioners to grant him 
the necessary certificate, and will he sav 
how many times have they refused and 
on what grounds ; whether it is intended 
to continue to present Mr. Clarke to the 
Commissioners until he sueceeds in 
obtaining their certificate ; to what class 
of officers in the Statistical Office does 
Mr. Clarke belong ; is it the practice to | 


promotion : 


select a number of specially meritorious 
men in that class for the discharge of 
superior duties, such as checking, for 
which certain monetary allowances are | 
granted, and have all previous promo- 
tons from the class to superior appoint- 
Ments been made exclusively from the 
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ranks of these selected men ; and whether, 
in view of the distrust in the system of 
selection for promotion shared by all 
classes in the Statistical Office, he will 
cause an independent investigation to be 
made into the circumstances of the 
nomination of Mr. Clarke for promotion 
over the heads of officers who are his 
of whom a number are 
specially entrusted with duties recog- 


seniors and 


nised by grants of monetary allowances 
as being officially superior to those per- 


formed by Mr. Clarke. 


by Mr. Hobhouse.) The 
officer referred to is one of 121 assistant 
clerks who signed a Memorial addressed 
to the Treasury in which an unfounded 
allegation of breach of faith as regards 


(Answered 


promotion was made against His 
Majestyv’s Government. It is not the 
case that an intimation was made to 


this officer individually as is suggested, 
but a general reply was sent to the 
memorialists to the effect stated in the 
Question. Mr. Clarke withdrew his signa- 
ture to the Memorial on 13th September 
last, but it is not true that he was in- 
duced to do so on any promise whatever. 
He was nominated for the position of 


port clerk on 3rd December following, 
and has been examined twice by the 
Civil Service Commissioners, but on 


both occasions has failed to qualify. 
It is the ordinary practice of the Civil 
Service Commissioners toallow two trials 
and it is not proposed to allow him a 
third. The monetary (i.e, checking) 
allowances in the Statistical Office are 
assigned in strict order of seniority to 
those assistant clerks who are certified 
to be efficient and of good character, 
but the possession of a checking allow- 
ance does not imply that the holder is 
of such exceptional merit as will justify 
the Board in recommending him jor 
promotion to a superior appointment. 
No clerk with an allowance was qualified 
for such advancement when Mr. Clarke 
was nominated. 


Colonial Audit Branch. 


Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): 


| To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 


whether, seeing that the old system of 
recruiting the Colonial Audit Branch 
by nomination without any actual edv 
cational test examination has now broken 
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down, he will explain why Volunteers | 
for that branch were not heretofore | 
called for, except in one or two cases, 
from amongst the trained auditors of 
the main establishment of the Ex- 
chequer and Audit Department. 


Questions. 
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various classes in a school, that some 
elasticity should be allowed in the 
number of children who may be taught 
by each individual teacher. Article 14 
lays down the limits of that elasticity, 
and inasmuch as it imposes a limit upon 


| the size of each class it is not an exten- 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether two chief | 
examiners and a senior clerk in the | 
Exchequer and Audit Department now 
serving in London, who owe their present 
superior position to the fact that they 
were members of the Old Colonial Audit 
Branch, are liable to further periods of | 
service abroad, and, if so, will he explain 
why the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General has recently threatened to bring | 
outsiders into the Department if Volun- 
teers are not forthcoming for foreign 
service. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) These 
Questions relate to matters that, under 
Section 9 of 29 and 30 Vict., c. 39, are | 
entirely within the discretion and author- 
ity of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, and I have no power of inter- 
ference. 


sion but a curtailment of the latitude 
allowed by Article 12, which is applie- 
able only to the staff of the school as a 
whole. 


Dismissal of Married Teachers at 
Aberdare. 


Mr. YOXALL: To ask the President 
of the Board of Education if His Majesty’s 
inspector of schools for the (istrict has 


reported concerning the dismissal of 
several teachers at Aberdare who are 
married women, some of whom. are 


nearing the pensionable age, and will, 
therefore, be unable to conxplete the 
maximum service entitling to a pension; 
whether he has informed that 
some of the vacancies thus created are 


been 


| to be filled by the appointment of teachers 


who are related to a member of the Aber- 
dare Education Committee; and if so, 


| whether he proposes to take any action 


|in the matter. 


Education Problem. 
Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, 
Education whether under Article 14 
of the Code of Regulations for public 
elementary schools in England, the 
phrase—The number of scholars under 
the instruction of any one teacher— 
means the number of scholars on the 
class register who may be under the 
instruction of one teacher, or the number 
ordinarily present under 
and, if the latter, is this regarded as in 
effect a material enlargement of the 
average attendance for which under 
Article 12 a teacher is counted as suffi- 
cient. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) The 
number of scholars under the instruction 
of any one teacher means in this article 
the greatest number of scholars actually 
taught by that teacher at any one time. 
Article 12 supplies, subject to Article 
10, a subordinate test of the sufficiency 
of the staff of a school or department 
as a whole. It is obviously necessary, 
in view of the difference in size of the 


W.) : | 
To ask the President of the Board of | 


instruction ; | 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) I have 
not received a Report upon this Question ; 
but, in view of Section 35 of the Ele- 
mentary Education Act, 1870, it is within 
the power of a local education authority 
to terminate the engagements of teachers 
in their employment, and the Act gives 
the Board no power to intervene. | have 
no information as to the last part of 
the Question. 


College-Trained Teachers in Elementary 
Schools. 

Mr. YOXALL: To ask the President 
of the Board of Education if he can 
state for what reason the Board of 
Education have abandoned the footnote 
to Article 10 in the Code of 1906, indi- 
cating that, after July, 1909, the Board 
may require the employment of a certain 
proportion of college-trained — teachers 
upon the staff of the public elementary 
schools; and whether, in view of the 
number of qualified teachers unable 
to get appointments and the number 
of unqualified teachers at present em 
ployed, the Board will take steps t# 
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re-issue this notice, and to announce 
some definite provision to secure the 
reform indicated. 


(A nswered by Mr. Runciman.) The 
withdrawal of the footnote was due 
mainlv to the fact that a deputation 


from the National Union of Teachers repre- 
sented to my predecessor that the new 
provision would, in their view, inflict 
grave hardship on a large number of 
their colleagues unless all teachers cer- 
tificated prior to 1908 were to be regarded 
as “ trained,’ — ctive of whether 
or not they had in fact “completed a 
course of training in a training college.” 


Coastguard and the Naval Mancuvres, 


Mr. GRETTON (Rutland): To ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty what 


number of coastguards was mobilised for 
the Fleet during the recent manceuvres; 
if all the coastguard stations the 
coasts of Great Britain and Ireland were 
fully manned at war strength during 
the manceuvres; and, if not, in what 
part of the coast was there a deficiency. 


on 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) 1,300 
coastguard men were embarked for 
manceuvres, being about half the number 
that would embark in war time. The 
war complement of the coastguard was 
maintained complete during 
manceuvres, the men embarking for 
manceuvres being taken only from those 
stations that would be vacated in war 
time. 


Independent Order of Foresters—Funds 
in Toronto. 


Mr. J, DEVLIN (Belfast, W.): To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
if he will state what amount of funds, if 


any, the Independent Order of Foresters, | 


whose head office is at Toronto, 
deposited with his Board as security for 
their liabilities in this country ; and if 
he will take steps to prevent the with- 


drawal of such de »posit from this country, 


proceeding against them for a recovery 
of premiums paid, they should have no 
realisable assets here. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) 
{Independent Order of Foresters (Toronto) 
0 November, 1892, made the deposit of 
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£20,000 with the Postmaster-General 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature, as 
required by Section 3 of the Life Assur- 
ance Companies Act, 1870. This deposit 
was withdrawn on 29th December, 1904, 
pursuant to an Order of Court dated 5th 
December, 1904. Under the provisions 
of Section 55 (1) of the Companies Act, 
1907, this company is required to file 
with the Registrar of Joint Stock Com- 
panies the names and addresses of 
some one or more persons resident in 
the United Kingdom authorised to 
accept on behalf of the company service 
of process, 


Tullaghan Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. F. MEEHAN (Leitrim, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether an 
application has been received bv the 
Estates Commissioners from Michael 
Felly, of Cragh, Tullaghan, County 
Leitrim, for reinstatement in the farm 
from which he has been evicted on the 
Folliott estate; and, if so, what steps, 


| if any, they purpose taking to have him 


the | 


has | 
| of the 


reinstated. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners proposed to allot Michael 
Feely, a holding on the estate of Miss 
Dickson, but they now find that they 
cannot acquire this land compulsorily. 
The applicant’s name has been retained 
the list, and it 
intended to provide him with a farm if 
the Commissioners should acquire any 
untenanted land in the neighbourhood. 


on Commissioners’ is 


Naval Court Martial. 

Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing): To 
ask the First Lord of the Admiralty if 
he will say what is the number and per- 
centage of the men composing the crews 
Altantic, Channel, Home (Nore 
Division), and Mediterranean Fleets 
respectively, who, during the past twelve 


| months have been tried by court martial 
lest, in the event of any of their member 


The | 


for offences against discipline. 


(answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
number of men tried by court martial 
in the various fleets is given in a quarterly 
Return, a copy of the latest issue of 
which I have sent to the hon. Member. 


It is not clear from the Question on what 


— 
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(hive stions 


basis the hon. Member desires the per- 
centage calculation to be made, but on 
any basis they would involve an amount 
of labour out of proportion to any adven- 
tage which it would seem could be gained 
from the result. 


Creech Grange Post Office. 

Mr. O’GRADY (L E.): To ask 
the Postmaster-Geneial whether he is | 
aware that the postmistress in charge | 
of the Greech Grange Office near Ware- | 
ham, has to work excessive hours. week | 
days 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.. Sundays 7 a.m. 
to 12 noon, without relief, unless she 
pays for help out of her own stipend ; 
whether he is aware that such stipend 
is £24 a vear, out of which she has also | 
to provide lamp, oil and blotting 
paper for use in the office; if so, will 
steps be taken to staff and equip this 
office as requires, and to see | 





eeds. 


. coal, 


the need 


that adequate wages are paid such | 
staff. | 
| 

(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) | 
The circumstances are approximately | 
' 


as stated, and. although the attendances 
are not quite so arduous as they may 
appear, I am inquiring into the question 
of reducing them. The remuneration | 
will probably be somewhat increased 
as soon as the new scale of pay is brought 
in force. The sub-postnuistress is re- 
munerated on the usual basis applicable 
to small post offices maintained in con- 
nection with a private business, and o! 
course she does not depend for her liveli- 
hood on her emoluments from Post 
Office work. The amount of business 
transacted falls far the standard 
which would justify me in maintaining 
and staffing a salaried post office. 


Sligo Post Office—Night Duties. 

Mr. McHUGH (Sligo, N.): To ask 
the Postmaster-General if he is aware | 
that in Sligo Post Office officers who | 
perform a considerable amount of night 
duty, from i.45 am. to 9 am., are 
required to return on overtime, on 
Mondays, from 2.30 p.m. to 4 p.m. :| 
is he aware that for a considerable weaned 
past, even when the overtime attendance | 
in this office was abnormal, the officers | 
performing the night attendance were 
exempted from this overtime; and will 
he give instructions that this practice 
will be again introduced. or that a suth- | 


below 


| 
| 
| 
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cient period for rest be given to officers 
on completion of their duty at 9 a.m, 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Bucton.) 
I regret there should be any necessity 
for working overtime at Sligo, but it 
from the difficulty experienced 
at this time of the year, more especially 
in the North of Ireland, in providing 
substitutes for officers absent on leave, 
In the case of the particular officers in 
question the duty commences at 3.45 
a.m., 1.45 a.m. on Mondays only, so 
that they enjoy an interval for rest of 
eleven and three-quarter hours after 
tf p.m. No better alternative is feasible. 
The duties will be restored to their usual 
linvits as soon as possible. 


arises 


Thames Steamers and the Conveyance 
of the Mails. 
Mr.CARR-GOMM (Southwark, Rother- 
hithe): To ask the Postmaster-General 
whether any attempt was made by the 
Post Office to utilise the London County 
Council Steamboat Service for the pur- 
pose of the conveyance of mails, in 
accordance with C ‘lause 36 of the Thames 
tiver Steamboat Service Act, 1904. 


(Answered by Mr. Buxton.) 
The steamboats on the Thames have 
not been used for the conveyance ol 
as it did not at any time appear 
improvement in the service 


Sydney 


mals, 


| Small-Pox among Post Office Employees, 


Mr. 
ford) : 


LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Slea- 
To ask the Postmaster-General 


| what was the nuneber of cases of small- 


pox and the number of deaths, if any, 
from small-pox among the employees 
Office in each of the ten 
years ending with 1907. 

(Answered by Mr. Sydney Bucton.) 
The following statement gives the number 
of cases in each year :— 


1898 - - no cases. 
1899 - - one case. 
1900_ - - no cases. 
i9O01L - - three cases. 


sixteen cases. 
Six Cases. 
four Gases. 
two cases. 
no cases. 


These | 1902. - - 
| three were! 1903 - 7 


years of 

épidewic. | 1904 - — - 
1905 - - 
1906 - 


1907 - - no cases. 
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There were three deaths in 1902, and 
none in any of the other years. The 
approximate number of persons to whom 
this Return applies was 82,000 in 1898, 
rising to 132,000 in 1907. 


Shetland Cable Breakdown, 

Mr. PIRTE (Aberdeen, N.): To ask 
the Postmaster-General if his attention 
has been drawn to the renewed break- 
down of the Shetland cable between 
Aberdeen and Lerwick which ceased 
working over a week ago ; 
that this cable was laid down by a 
private company over forty years ago: 
and whether, seeing that these constant 
breakiowns are inflicting lesses on the 
herring-fisning industry in the North of 
Scotland, the business transactions of 
which are necessarily largely carried on 
through cablegrams and which is at its 
height at the present moment, he will see 
to the immediate repair of this cable, and 
also take steps to provide him with a 
little delay as possible for a new cable 
with a larger number of wires than the 
existing one. 


(Answered by Mr. Buxton.) 
My attention has been drawn to this 
unfortunate occurrence. The cable was 
laid by the Post Office twenty-three vears 
ago. A ship has been sent to repair the 
cable. and in the meantime I am glad to 
say that my engineers have been able 
to arrange for more rapid working on the 
remaining cable. The question of laying 
anew cable or of establishing a wireless 
service is under consideration. 


Sydney 


Bristol Post Office. 

Mr. HOWELL DAVIES (Bristol, 8.): 
To ask the Postmaster-General if his 
attention has been called to a notice 
posted on the new Post Office works at 
Bristol by the contractors to the Govern- 
ment, stating that any workman inquir- 
ing of another workman engaged on the 
works if he belonged to a trade organisa- 
tion would be subject to summary dis- 
missal ; and whether he will ask the con- 
tractors to so modify their notice to their 
workmen as to bring it within the spirit 
of the fair wage and condition clause 
which they, the contractors, signed before 
receiving the contract. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) The 


ton. Member will find my Answer to a 
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similar Question yesterday to the Post- 
master-General which is .circulated with 
Votes this morning. 


Willesden Education Committee. 

Mr. MACPHERSON (Preston): To 
ask the President of the Board of Eduea- 
tion whether he is aware that Willesden 
Education Committee have introduced an 
area scheme against the wishes of the 
parents, and also a scheme which imposes 
hardships upon the scholars, as, under the 
said scheme, children are being removed 
from tke schools in which they have 
received all their education, and are being 
sent to other schools, in some instances 
further from their homes ; and will steps 
be taken to seé that the scheme is vetoed 
and the wishes of the parents recognised. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) It 1s 
understood that the Willesden Local 
Education Authority desire to assign 
a particular area to each of their council 
schools and to confine or give a pre- 
ference in admission to each school to 
the children resident in that area. The 
arguments advanced by the local educa- 
tion authority in support of fhis arrange- 
ment are by no means trivial, and the 
Board agree with them in thinking that 
it offers substantial advantages from 
the point of view of organisation and 
would, on the whole and in the long run, 
be quite as convenient to the parents 
as to the local education authority. 
On general grounds, therefore, the Board 
are reluctant to interfere with the dis- 
cretion of the local education authority. 
On the other hand, the introduction of 
such an arrangement may give rise to 
persona! orievances in some cases, and 
although the local education authority 
are willing to make large ex eptiens 
to their rules and to the elder 
children (and the younger of the sam> 
family as elder children) to continue in 
attendance at the schools which they 
now attend, it is possible that still 
further provision should be made to 
meet the views of parents who object 
to their children’s removal to a new 
school. The whole question is receiving 
careful consideration. 


allow 


Certified Training Colleges. 
e Sir EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
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Education whether he will state the 
names of the training colleges which 
fulfil the conditions set forth in Sections 
7 (9). 7 (h), and 8 of the Training College 
Regulations, 1908; and also the names 
of those colleges which are known as 
certified training colleges, under Chapter 
11 of the same Regulations. 


{ Answered by Mr. Runciman.) 1 will 
send the hon. Member a list of the train- 
ing colleges recognised by the Board. 
As I have already stated, the Board have 
no reason to believe that any of those 
colleges fail to comply with the Regula- 
tions. No occasion has yet arisen for 
certifying a training college as efficient 
but not as recognised for grants. 


Sheep-Dipping in North Wales. 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W.): To ask the hon. Member 
jor South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, 
whether the objections of farmers in 
North Wales to the double dipping of 
sheep enforced by the recent Sheep-scab 
Order have been considered ; and 
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of Nicholls’ landlord, the reason alleged 
being that Nicholls has applied for land 
under the Small Holdings Act; and 
whether he proposes taking any action 
in the matter; and, if so, what. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The attention of the President of the 
Board has been drawn to the case to 
which my hon. friend refers. It is a 
matter of very great regret to him that 
he has no power to take any action in 
the nratter. 


Horse Breeding. 
Mr. GRETTON (Rutland): To ask 
the hon. Member for South Somerset, 
as representing the President of the 


Board of Agriculture, to whom the 
inspection and approval of stallions 


| and mares in connection with the horse- 


breeding scheme is to be entrusted; 


jand if any steps have yet been taken 


whether he is in a position to make a | 


statement with reference to any modifi- 
cations which can be made in the said 
Order in response to the representations 
made by those concerned. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The reply to the first part of the Question 
is in the affirmative. The Board are 
prepared to alter the dates of dipping 
provided by the Sheep-dipping Order 
io meet, so far as it is possible, local 
convenience ; but, in view of the pre- 
valence of sheep-scab in North Wales, 
they are unable to relax the requirement 
for two dippings until a very consider- 
able diminution in the amount of disease 
has been effected. 


Small Holdings Act—Tonbridge Eviction 
Case, 

Mr. GEORGE ROBERTS (Norwich) : 
To ask the hon. Member for South Somer- 
set, as representing the President of the 
Board of Agriculture, whether his atten- 
tion has been directed to the case of 
Mr. David Nichols, against whom an 
eviction warrant was made by a bench 
of magistrates sitting at Tonbridge on 
the 20th instant, upon the application 


| receive 


to organise the proposal. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The proposals put forward have not 
been approved, and it would be there- 
fore premature for me to enter into the 
details of the scheme. 


Scottish Sheriffs and Insurance Company 
irectorships. 


Mr. WATT (Glasgow, College): To 
ask the Lord-Advocate if his attention 
has been called to the fact that sheriffs 
and sheriffs’ substitute in Scotland 
frequently act as ordinary directors of 
insurance companies, for which they 
remuneration, and that these 
companies are often engaged in litiga- 
tion in the Law Courts, in many cases 
as defenders against workmen’s compen- 
sation claims; and if, in future appoint- 
ments to Sheriffships, he will make it 
a condition that active work in connec- 
tion with trade shall not be entered 
on. 


(Answered by Mr. Thomas Shaw.) My 
attention has not been called to this, 
and there is no information to support 
the suggestion that sheriffs and sheriffs’ 
substitute frequently act as described. 
The disqualifications and disabilities of 
sherifis and sheriffs’ substitute are set 
forth in Section 21 of the Sheriff Courts 
(Scotland) Act, 1907, and to this I cannot 
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doubt that they conform. As to the 
sheriffs’ substitute, they are prohibited 
from inter alia engaging in “ legal bank- | 
ing, or other private practice or business,” 
and this would seem to include the 
directorships referred to. If anv cases 
were found to exist in which director- 
ships are held by sheriffs which have 
produced, or are likely to produce, 
indirect relations with litigants or a 
conflict with judicial duty it woald be 
for consideration whether the section 
mentioned should not be amended. 
As to future appointments there is, of 
ourse, no power to impose conditions 
not warranted by the law as it stands. 


British Museum Extension. 

Sm WILLIAM BULL (Hammer- 
smith): ‘To ask the First Commissioner 
of Works why the building operations 
for the extension of the British Museum 
in Montague Place have been suspended 
for nearly a year, and when they are 
likely to be renewed. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) The delay 
has arisen in connection with the settle- 
ment of internal deta‘ls and the prepara- 
tion of the drawings the super- 
structure. It is anticipated that the 
works will be recommenced early in 
October. 


for 


Officers on Retired Pay. 

Mr. W. NICHOLSON (Hampshire, 
Petersfield) : To ask the Paymaster- 
General if he can state by what authority 
a form has been issued to officers on 
retired pay demanding full particulars 
of their incomes from all sources, private 
and official, to be forwarded without 
delay to the Paymaster-General. 


(Answered by Mr. Causton.) Under the 
Finance Acts the officers of His Majesty’s 
Paymaster-General are assessors of in- 
come-tax and act with regard to the | 
collection of income-tax under the autho- | 
rity of the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue. 


East London and the Pension Scheme. 

Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth) : To ask | 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer if he | 
proposes to make special arrangements | 
to assist the pension officers in the East | 
End of London, where large numbers of | 
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| the alleged tenant on the farms of 
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claims for pensions from naturalised 
foreigners are to be expected, and where 
the double difficulty will arise of proving 
not only the births of these claimants in 
foreign countries, but also the dates of 
their arrival in this country and of their 
naturalisation. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
arrangements necessary for meeting the 
requirements of the district referred to 
will be duly considered at the proper time. 


Dromard Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. McHUGH: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land whether the Estates Commissioners 
wrote to an evicted tenant named Edward 
Gillmore, of Brockagh, Dromard, County 
Sligo, on 17th January last, informing 
him that he had been noted as a person 
whom the Commissioners deemed suitable 
to be provided with a new holding in place 
of the holding, from which he had been 
evicted on the estate of Mrs. tamsay, 
Ballintogher, County Sligo, and which 
is occupied by a planter; and can he 
state what steps have been taken to 
provide Gillmore with a holding, and 
with what result. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners wrote the letter of 17th 
January referred to in the Question, but 
they have since further considered the 
matter and have decided to take no action. 
The applicant lives with his mother on 
a holding of about twelve acres. 


Knocklong Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. LUNDON (Limerick, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he will ascertain from 
the Estates Commissioners whether they 


| have at any time been in communication 


with Mr. Sanders, of Charleville, County 


| Cork, agent to the Cooper estate in 


Knocklong, County Limerick, over the 
reinstatement to their evicted farms 
of John McGrath and Thomas Barry on 
the same estate, or are the Estate Com- 
missioners aware that William Hatte, 
Me- 
Grath and Barry, is not even a planter 
nor a farmer, as he does not reside on the 
lands but in Blackrock, County Dublin, 
and has never farmed an acre of land, 
but has been chief clerk in Mr. Sanders’ 
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office, and latterly a partier in the firm ; 
are the Estates Commissioners aware, 
or can they say, that the farms have been 
worked by a caretaker; and will the 
Estates Commissioners resume with Mr. 
Sanders negotiations for the reinstate- 
ment of those tenants. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners have inquired into the 
cases of the evicted tenants in question, 
and intend to provide holdings for them 
if possible. The Conimissioners have 
ascertained that the evicted holdings are 
occupied by Mr. Hatte, who lives at 
Blackrock, Dublin, and is partner of Mr. 
Sanders, the agent of the estate. Mr. 
Hatte has signed an agreement to purchase 
the holdings. The 
consider all the circumstances before 
making an advance to him. The case of 
the evicted tenants has been placed in 
the hands of an inspector with the object 
of procuring their restoration or of pro- 
viding other holdings for them. 


Comnuissioners will 


Land Purchase in County Limerick. 
Mr. LUNDON: To ask the Chief 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
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of Lord Massey, Mr. Lowe, the Earl oj 
Clonmel, the Earl of Limerick, ang 
Erasmus Smith, but no proceedings are 
pending before them in donnection with 
the Earl of Dunraven’s Croom property 
or the estates of Mr. Duncan, Mr. Repton, 
or Mr. Brazier. The Commissioners wil! 
consider any application which may be 
made to them in reference to any of these 
estates, but cannot undertake themselves 
to open negotiations between the land- 
lords and tenants, 


Fermoy Urban Council Meetings. 

Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork 
County, N.E.): To ask the Chief Seere- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if 
he will state whether the Lord-Lieutenant 
has yet considered the petition of the 
urban council of Fermoy respecting their 
right to hold meetings of the council in the 
Court-house, conferred by the Fermoy 


| Act of 1808 and renewed by the Towns 


Treland can he ascertain from the Estates | 


Commissioners whether negotiations have 
been carried on for sale to the tenants on 
the part of Lord Massey on his Galbally 
property in the County Limerick, Mr. 
Lowe and his tenants around Galbally in 
Lowestown, Earl Dunraven and _ his 
tenants around Croom, County Limerick, 
Mr. Duncan and his tenants around 
Ballylander, County Limerick and, if 
the rural tenants have signed the agree 
ments for purchase, will the Estates Com- 
missioners endeavour to effect arrange- 
ments for sale and purchase between 
those several landlords and their town 
tenants; and will the Estates Commis- 
sioners open negotations for sale and 
»urchase as between landlord and town 
tenants on the estate of Lord Clonmel 
around Down, the representatives of the 
Xeptons around Cappamore, the Earl of 
Limerick around Bruff, Mr. Brazier in 
Kilmallock, and the agent of the Erasmus 
Smith property in Pallasgrean, all in 
County Limerick. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Proceedings 
have been instituted before the Estates 
Commissioners for the sale of the estates 


Improvement Act of 1854, and if this 
right, exercised and enjoyed for over 100 
years, will be confirmed ; whether he is 
aware that, while the memorial of the 
urban council was under the considere- 
tion of the Lord-Lieutenant, Mr. Carroll, 
Crown Solicitor, who had duly 
notified thereof, proceeded to peremptorily 
demand from the council the surrende: 
of their right, under threat of eviction; 
if he is cognisant of the fact that Mr. 


been 


| Carroll, who held the position of legal 





adviser to the urban council, was deprived 
of that office a month ago by the council 
acting within their discretion; and 
whether he will take any steps to restrain 
the action of the Crown Solicitor in this 
matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The petition 
referred to is still under the consideratio! 
of the Lord-Lieutenant, who will cause 4 
reply to be sent to the Fermoy Urban 
District Council as soon as_ possible. 
As the hon. Member has already been 
informed, Mr. Carroll, is not acting in the 
matter as Crown Solicitor, but as the 
private solicitor of the High Sheriff, m 
whose custody and control the Court: 
house is vested by statute. I am not 
aware that Mr. Carroll has been deprived 
of the office of legal adviser to the urban 
council. The Government cannot restrain 
Mr. Carroll from acting as solicitor to the 
High Sheriff. 
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Irish Assistant Teachers. 

Me. THOMAS O’7DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether, in 
view of the character of the salary and 
prospects of promotion of assistant 
teachers in Irish National Schools, 
provision will be made in the new grant 
sideration for their services; what are 
the proposals of the Government for the 
future payment of those men; and is 
it proposed to enable them to enter the 


second grat le. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I would 
refer the hon. Member to the revised 
Supplementary Estimate for Public 
Education, Ireland, which is now before 
the House. 


Shoeburyness Foreshore. 

Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War what is the character of the 
estate of about 890 acres of foreshore at 
Shoeburvness, recently purchased by the 
War Office for £5,500: whether it is 
part of the Maplin Sands; what is its 
whether, and, if so, to what 
extent, it is covered at high water; what 
use, if any, has been made of it by the 
and whether the War Office 
has acquired it in order to acquire the 
right of firing over it, or for what, if 
any, other purpose. 


position Mi 


vendors > 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
This estate is part of the Maplin Sands 
and lies almost three miles north-east of 
Shoeburyness. It is entirely covered at 
high water. So far as the War Depart- 
ment is aware, no use of this foreshore 
was made by the vendors, but the War 


Department fired over it and have 
acquired it for the purpose of firing 


over it. 


Territorial Uniform Contracts. 

Mr. T. F. RICHARDS (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether he is aware that uni- 
iorms for the Territorial Reserve Forces 
are being made in the homes of emplovees 
in the East End of London, and that 
some of the contractors are working 
their employees in their factories seven 
days per week: and whether, in view 
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for giving those teachers greater con- | 
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'of the Fair Wages Resolution of this 
House, it is his intention to take any 
action in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I am not aware of the matters alluded 
to in the Question. The attention of the 
associations has been drawn to the Fair 
Wages Clause, but, as I have already 
informed the hon. Member, it is not 
practicable to interfere with their dis- 
cretion. 


Bermuda Engineer Stores. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether any officer has been 
held responsible for the incompetency in 
connection with the Bermuda engineer 
stores; and, if so, what was his name 
and what notice has been taken of his 
incompetency. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I must refer mv hon. friend to the evi- 
dence taken before the Public Accounts 
Committee which will shortly be in the 
hands of hon. Members. 


Territorials at Brecon Public Meeting 
Mr. T. F. RICHARDS: To ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether he 
is aware that a Mr. Thomas Davies, 
whilst wearing the Territorial uniform, 
disturbed a public meeting at Brecon on 
12th June, 1908, assisted by others also 
attired in uniform, this meeting being 
addressed by a Mr. Pattison, of Ruskin 
College, Oxford, and not by a lady, as 


the right hon. Gentleman has been 
informed; whether he is aware that 
a second meeting held on 16th June. 
with the Territorials absent, was con- 


ducted without anv disturbance : whether 
he is aware that a third nreeting was held 
on 19th June. i908, and addressed by 
a Mrs. Keating Hill, of Cardiff, was 
again interrupted by Territorials led on 
by Mr. Thomas Davies as before-men- 
tioned, and, although this gentleman was 
allowed five ninutes, during which he 
addressed the meeting, he afterwards 
continued to upset the meeting; and 
what action does he intend to take in 
the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
|I have no information regarding the 








1191 Questions. 


meetings of 12th and 16th June, and 
I am awaiting a full Report. The 
meeting of 19th June was dealt with in 
my previvus Answer to the hon. Member, 
to which I have nothing to add. 


Orissa, 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether the operations of keeping 
up-to-date the record of rights involved 
in the last resettlement of the temporarily 
settled districts of Orissa is being con- 
ducted without causing any vexatious 
interference to the parties concerned. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) It is 
presumed that the Question has reference 
to the operations set on foot by the 
Bengal Government for revising, as the 
first step in the scheme for their annual 
maintenance, the village records prepared 
some twelve years ago at the last land 
revenue settlement of Orissa. According 
to the latest Reports the operations are 
proceeding satisfactorily. The local 
Government has made the procedure as 
simple and expeditious as possible, and 
has confined the work to what is ab- 
solutely necessary for bringing the records 
up-to-date. The settlement officer re- 
ports that the revision is welcomed by 
the ryots and the better class of land- 
lords, as it clears up disputes and gives 
effect to changes which have occurred 
since the records were first prepared. 


Registration of Titles in Scotland. 

Mr. C. E. PRICE (Edinburgh,Central) : 
To ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he is now able to state when the Report 
will be issued of the Royal Commission 
on the Registration of Titles in Scotland 
which was appointed on 23rd May, 1906. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) I am in- 
formed that the Royal Commission hope 
to conclude the evidence during the en- 
suing autumn, when they will proceed 
to consider their Report. 


Rates in the Island of Lewis. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Secretary for Scotland in view 
of the fact that the chief contributor to 
the rates in the island of Lewis has failed 
to meet the demand for payment made 
on him, and seeing that there is no pros- 
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pect of the difficulty being overcome 
in the near future, will he state whether 
the local authority has applied to the 
Local Government Board for Scotland 
for guidance and assistance ; and, if go, 
will he state the nature of the advice given 
by the Board. 


(Answered by Mr, Sinclair.) I am in- 
formed by the Local Government Board 
that, in reply to communications from the 
parishes of Barvas, Lochs, and Uig, they 
telegraphed that the parish councils should 
take immediate proceedings to recover 
the outstanding rates. 


Syre Settlers. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary for 
Scotland, in view of the statement con- 
tained on page 9 of the last Report of 
the Congested Districts Board, will he 
state on what ground settlers in Syre 
have expressed their desire ta become 
tenants instead of purchasers. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) The 
grounds are financial; but, under the 
circumstances at Syre, I think the settlers 
are mistaken in their view. 


Post Office Surveyors—Subsistence 
Allowances. 


Mr. A. ROCHE (Cork): To ask the 
Postmaster-General whether the” sub- 
sistence allowance to surveyors of the Post 
Office when absent from head-quarters 
is intended as a source of profit; is he 
aware that the subsistence allowance of 
the head surveyor of the Southern Dis- 
trict in Ireland, when absent from his 
head-quarters in Dublin, is not less than 
21s. per diem, while his actual expenses 
do not exceed 50 per cent. of this amount ; 
and, in these circumstances, will he ex- 
plain why sorting clerks and telegraphists 
compelled to perform relief duties in 
country districts are expected to exist 
on a subsistence of 3s. per diem. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) It 
is a well-established Treasury principle 
that subsistence allowance is not intended 
as a source of profit, but rather as a 
repayment of necessary additional ex- 
penses involved by travelling. Obviously 
a different scale of expenses is warranted 
in the case of a high officer such as a 
surveyor and one occupying the position 


ofa sorting clerk and telegraphist. Ihave: 
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e no information as to the sums actually ; whether he can state, for each of the 
er spent by surveyors. Their subsistence | years 1907-8 and 1908-9, as estimated 
he allowance is that commonly granted to | the amount of revenue raised by taxes, 
“a all officers of similar standing in the Civil | distinguishing the revenue raised by 
0, Service. permanent enactment from the revenue 
a 7 raised by temporary enactment, with 
Revenue Statistics. the totals of each. 
: Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) : 
7 To ask the Secretary to the Treasury (Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.)— 
r 
he Revenue raised by Taxes, 1907-8. 
ev 
ld (Net Receipt. ) 
ver 
Revenue raised, 
| | 
for | By a By | . 
|} Permanent Temporal Total. } Temporary Duties. 
On- Enactment. Enactment. | 
of | { 
he | | | 
yre } £ £ | £ { 
me | | The whole of the tea duty 
5d. the pound 
: id. per pound on 
Che aici ; 
unmanufactured 
the | tobacco, with 
lers | proportionate | 
Customs - | 26,355,715 | 6,296,279 | 32,581,904 {| BeTeases on) 
| cigars and; From 
e | } manufactured! Ist 
| tobacco | April 
the | | 1s. per barrel on | to 
sub- | | beer | 30th 
Post | | 6d. per gallon on | June 
ters | | Spirits | 1907 
3 he | | 
A ‘1s. per barrel on | 
is- er 
his Excise- - | 35,104,582 | 620,003 | 35,724,585 4 Pex pitinen| 
than | spirits 
nses Estate, e., | 
mnt: Duties -| 19,108,256 | on 19,108,256 | - 
eX: 
hists Stamps - 7,930,584 | -- 7,930,584 | oa 
s in | 
exist Land Tax - 710,003 | -— 710,003 = 
! 
House Duty - 1,939,865 | —_ 1,939,865 | — 
It | 
sip |The whole of the tax, 1s. 
nded | | | in the pound on unearned 
as a Income Tax - — | 31,860,380 | 31,860,380 ?| incomes and 9d. in the 
| ex | || pound on earned incomes 
ously | | \| to 5th April 1908. 
nted | mes _| | 
as @ | | 
‘ition 91,149,005 | 38,706,662 |129,855,667 | 
have | 




















1195 Questions. {COMMONS} Questions. 1196 
Amount of Revenue estimated to be raised by Taxes in 1908-9. 
Amount of Revenue estimated to be raised. 
By By 
Permanent Temporary Total. Temporary Duties, 
Enactment. Enactment. 
| £ £ £ 
Customs” - - | 23,400,000 | 5,800,000 29,200,000 | The whole of the 
| | Tea duty Dd. the 
pound, 
Excise - - | 35,500,000 | — 35,500,000 — 
Estate, &¢., Duties | 19,500,000 | = ' =19,500,000 — 
| | 
Stamps - - | 8,080,000 | — 8,080,000 — 
| ae ; 
Land Tax -~— - | 700,000 | — 790,000 | -- 
! | 
House Duty - 1,900,000 | — | 1,900,000 o- 
Income Tax - — 33,000,000 | 33,000,000 | The whole of the tax 
Js. in the pound 
on unearned in- 
comes and 9d. in 
the pound on 
earned incomes to 
Sth April, 1909. 
| 89,080,000 38,800,000 127,880,000 





American Cattle. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney and 
Shetland): To ask the hon. Member for 
South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, if, 


the coal used to the Forth ; how does the 
original cost plus this carriage compare 
with the price of Scotch coal purchased 
on the spot ; and will he use the cheaper 
coalon future prolonged visits to Scottish 





in view of the agitation being fomented waters. 
on both sides of the Atlantic for the un- 
restricted importation of American cattle 
without any quarantine regulations, he 
will issue a leafiet specifying such diseases 
as are existent there. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) Welsh 
coal was used by the Fleet on its last visit 
to the Forth. ‘‘ Scotch smokeless coal” 
is presumably a trade term, as no Scotch 
coals which have been tried by the Fleet 
have proved ‘‘ smokeless,” except when 
burnt at low powers. The Admiralty 
after making many trials of all descrip- 
tions of coals, have adopted Welsh steam 

‘coal as that which, taking into account 
all considerations, is the best coal for use 
in His Majesty’s ships. 


(inswered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The Board do not see their way to adopt 
my hon. friend’s suggestion. 


Scotch Smokeless Coal. 

Mr. WATT: To ask the First Lord 
of the Admiralty whether Scotch smoke- 
less coal was used by the Fleet on its last | Naval Paymasters. 
visit to the Forth; if not, will he say! Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): To ask 
what was the freight per ton for bringing | the First Lord of the Admiralty whether, | 
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on a survey of the paymaster’s branch 
of the Navy, together with the few pros- | inserted. 
tive retirements on account of age 
el 1920, and allowing a reasonable | (Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
margin for deaths and voluntary retire- | ih essity for claiming the relief granted 
ments, there is reason to believe that the | Y the Finance Act, 1907, within the period 
seniority of assistant paymasters will by prescribed by the Act, is clearly indicated 
1920 have increased to a grave extent, thus | °" the forms referred to. 
arresting the equal and steady flow of pro- ' 
motion which Mr. Childer’s Order in Ballymahon Evicted Tenant. 
Council of 22nd February, 1870, was Mr. J. PHILLIPS (Longford, 8.) : To 
designed to promote; and what steps ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
the Board intends to take to inaprove | tenant of Ireland if the Estates Com- 
the prospects of these officers. missioners will reinstate Gerald Daly, of 
Ballymahon, county Longford, in a farm 
(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The from which he was evicted off, the pro- 
seniority of assistant paymasters on pro- | perty of W. Molyneux Shouldham, now 
motion is at the present time under nine | In the possession of the Commissioners, 
vears, which is less than it was a few years | or about to be purchased by them for the 
ago. It will be time enough to consider | tenants of this estate, and, if not, why will 
what steps should be taken when the | they not do so. 
necessity arises ; but it may be remarked 
that the twelve officers at the top of the (Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The reply is 
list did not obtain their promotion to |in the negative. The holding in which 
paymaster’s rank under about sixteen | Gerald Daly claims reinstatement con- 
sisted of a house, yard, and out-offices, 
and was, therefore, not one to which the 
Land Law Acts applied. The applicant 
|is not eligible for reinstatement under 
| Section 2 (1) (d) of the Act of 1903. 


desirability of having such a refer2nce 


years seniority. 


Regent's Canal. 

Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, W.) : 
To ask the First Commissioner of Works 
whether his attention has been called 
to the defective condition of the paling 
separating a portion of the Regent’s Park 
from the towing-path of the Regent’s 
Canal, permitting an easy access of children 
from the park on to the towing-path ; 
and whether, in view of the danger in- 
curred by children thus trespassing on the 
tow-path, he will direct that the paling 
in question be kept in proper repair. 


Clonrellick Lands, 

Str WALTER NUGENT (Westmeath, 
S.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
| Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if the lands 
of Clonrellick, near Monte, county West- 
meath, have been purchased by the 
| Commissioners; and, if so, when they 

will be in a position to allot the same to 

intending purchasers. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners are unable to identify 
the estate referred to, but if furnished 
with the name of the owner or late owner 
they will be in a position to answer the 
| Question. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) The 
Regent's Canal Company is responsible 
for the repair of this fence, and this com- 
plaint as to its condition will be brought 
to the notice of the company. 


Income-Tax, | Claremorris National School 

Mr. DUNDAS WHITE: To ask Mr. Mr. CONOR O’ KELLY (Mayo, N.) 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether, in | To ask the Chief Secretary to] the Lord- 
the forms for ¢laiming a reduction of | Lieutenant of Ireland whether he will 
income-tax from the ls. rate to the 9d. | inquire if the Commissioners of National 
rate in respect of earned income, there is | Education in Ireland are aware that in 
uy reference to the need for claiming | the recent local government elections in 
such reduction before 30th September | Ireland the Claremorris National School, 

f the year for which the tax is charged ; | which was built by the people of Clare- 
“a, if not, whether he will consider the | | morris, was plac ed at the disposal of one 
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of the two parties nominating candidates 
for the county and district councils, and, 
as the result of the elections showed, 
placed at the disposal of the party sup- 
ported by a minority of the electors ; 
whether the Commissioners are aware 
that the great majority of the parents 
of the children attending the Claremorris 
school voted against the candidates to 


whom the school-house was lent for 
electioneering purposes; whether the 


Commissioners are aware that demon- 
strations were organised in the school 
by the supporters of the candidates of the 
minority, which led to regrettable scenes 
in the streets of Claremorris, culminating 
on one occasion in a baton charge which 
the constabulary were compelled to make 
in the interests of public order and 
tranquillity; whether any damage to 
school furniture, windows, maps, slates, 
or papers was done during these meetings, 
and, if so, by whom will the expense of 
making good the damage be borne; 
whether the Commissioners of Education 
will sav if it is recognised as an essential! 
principle in the management of Irish 
national schools that schools should not 
be made available for one particular 
religious or political section in anv district 
for the purpose of antagonising the views 
of another section in the same district ; 
and whether the Commissioners propose 
to take any steps to prevent in future the 
use of school buildings for objects in 
connection with which differences of 
opinion exist amongst the parents whose 
children attend such schools. 

(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education inform 
me that, under their rules, no political 
meeting can be held in any school-house, 
nor can any political business whatever 
be transacted therein, and further that 
school-houses are not permitted to be 
used for meetings called to support or dis- 
cuss the claims of candidates for the 
office of district or county councillor. 
The Commissioners have no information 
that the Claremorris National School- 
house has been used in contravention of 
the rules in question, but they have 
directed inquiries to be made into the 
matter. 


Rathdowney Disturbance. 
Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Os- 


sory): To ask the Chief Secretary to the. 
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Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he jg 
aware of the attack made by the police 
upon the people of Rathdowney on 20th 
June last; whether he is aware that 
peaceable inhabitants were assaulted 
returning from their work, inside their 
own houses and the houses of their 
employers, and that amongst those 
assaulted by the police on the occasion 
was their own officer, District Inspector 
Irwin, acting county inspector, who was 
in coloured clothes ; and will he say what 
steps he proposes taking in connection 
with this matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) As 1 informed 
the hon. Menyber yesterday, a charge of 
riot is pending against a number of myn 
in this case, and while the matter is sub- 
judice it is undesirable that I should 
make any statement as to the details. 


Sir George Colthurst’s Estate. 

Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether any deci- 
has vet arrived at by 
Estates Commissioners on the claims of 
the three tenants excluded from the pur- 
chase on the estate of Sir George Colt- 
hurst, viz., Messrs. Forrest, Henderson, 
and Byrne, on the alleged ground that 
they were demesne tenants; have the 
Commissioners received a copy of a 
valuation made in the case of Mr. Hender- 
son in 189%) by Mr. Richard Martin. 
valuer for the landlord ; was this valua- 
tion at the instance of the landlord and on 
the assumption that Mr. Hencerson’s 
holding was a purely agricultural one: 
is it a fact that Mr. Henderson has bee 
paving rent since {890 on the basis of Mr. 
Martin’s valuation: and, having regar 
to the fact that these three tenants an¢ 
their predecessors have been paying ren' 
for generations for the farms helo by them 
and used by theny as agricultural tenan- 
cies, will he urge upon the Estates Cont 
missioners the desirability of having 
then: admitted to purckase on the same 
terms as the other tenants. 


sion been the 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners have made inquiries inte 
the cases of Messrs. Forrest, Henderson 
and Byrne, who occupy, as yearly tenants, 
certain land in the Ardrum demesne of 
Sir George Colthurst. The vendor has 
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buildings and settling his eldest son in 
what was for many years the residence 
of the Colthurst family. He is, therefore, 
unwilling to sell t» these three tenants, 
and the Commissioners do not propose to 
refuse to declare the other holdings, 
some hundreds in number, to be a separ- 
ate estate because the vendor is unwilling, 
on what would appear to be reasonable 
grounds, to sell these three holdings in 
his demesne to yearly tenants. The 
Commissioners have received from the 
hon. Member a copy of the valuation of 
Mr. Martin referred to, but they have no 
information as to the circumstances in 
which it was made. 


Irish School Teachers’ Grievance. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.) : To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 


of Ireland if his attention has been 
called to complaints of teachers of 
national schools in Ireland of their 


treatment by the two chief inspectors 


of the National Education Board and to 
the fact that complaints of such ill- 
treatment are rarely brought before the 
Commissioners, if brought, are 
seldom properly represented by the 
officials in question; and whether, as 
foreshadowed a vear or so since, he will 
hold an inquiry into the general working 
of the office, in view of the dissatisfac- 
tion therewith that prevails throughout 
Treland. 


or, sO 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education inform 
me that they have received no complaint 
from teachers regarding their treatment 
by the chief inspectors, and the Com- 
have no to believe 
that there is anv general dissatisfaction 
with the manner in which the chief 
inspectors discharge their duties. 


missioners reason 


New Forest Military Camps. 
Sir ROBERT HOBART : 


To ask the 
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with persons not 
residing in the New Forest previous to the 
date in question ; and, if so, will he give 
instructions to cause his promise to be 
carried out. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
Holmesley and Ashley Walk Camps were 
fixed 17th June, and Rochford 
Common on 16th July. As regards the 
rest of the Question there appears to be 
some misunderstanding. I told my hon. 
friend on Ist June that I hoped the 
military would find it possible to obtain 
butter, eggs, and milk locally, but I 
gave no promise that all contracts should 
be placed locally or that I would give 
instructions to units to make their 
canteen purchases locally. Some of the 
contracts for bread and meat, forage and 
fuel, have been placed locally, Canteen 
purchases are always left entirely to the 
units to arrange. 


on 


Colonial Auditors. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether, seeing that special 
terms are now given by the Comptroller 
and Auditor-General to local auditors 
and assistant auditors mm the Crown 
Colonies and Protectorates who 
volunteered from 


1 
have 


to come home un- 
healthy climates, he will explain why it 
Was hecessary to give these special terms 
to these officials serving in such climates 
in addition to granting them the privilege 


of returning to the United Kingdom. 


Mr. FIELD: 
the Treasury whether he will explain. why 
the ex-Second Division in the 
Exchequer and Audit Department, who 
have voluntarilv accepted habilitv. to 
serve abroad, 
serving abroad, are not put on the same 
scale of salary as the nominated members 
who entered the old Colonial Audit 


To ask the Secretary to 


clerks 


. 3 
and some of whom are 


| Branch without any actual educational 


Secretary of State for War whether he will | 
state the date when the sites of the camps | 


for the military manceuvres in the New 
Forest were finally settled ; whether, in 


accordance with his promise, instructions | 


have been given to the military authorities 
to purchase supplies for the troops from 
persons residing in the immediate locali- 
ties; and whether any contracts have 


} 
| 
| 


| 


test examination. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he will explain how, 
seeing that members of the Colonia’ 
Audit Branch now serving abroad are 
offered special terms on coming home or 
condition that they remain liable for a 
further term service abroad, this 
liability applies in the case of a man who 


2T 2 


of 








1203 Questions. 


returns on account of a breakdown in 
health, and who under the old system 
would have returned under similar cir- 
cumstances to a scale of salary only equal 
to that of the old Second Division clerks. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he will explain why, 
seeing that those members of the Colonial 
Audit Branch who, prior to amalgama- 
tion, returned to headquarters after ser- 
vice abroad, either on account of 
health or unfitness, were placed on a 
scale of salary similar to that of the old 
Second Division and remained liable for 
service abroad, a salary based on an initial 
salary of £100 per annum is now offered 
to those who return under similar condi- 
tions, while it was denied to those former 
members of the Second Division who 
became examiners at the reorganisation 
in 1905. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretarv to 
the Treasury whether he will explain why 





| 
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benefited under the Order in Council of 
December, 1907. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he will explain why, 
seeing that members of the Colonial 
Audit Branch of the Exchequer and 


| Audit Department who joined that 
branch before the amalgamation did so 
|for the express purpose of a career 


| 


ms } 
ill- | #ma : ; 
| which occur in the Colonies and Pro- 
| tectorates, it was considered necessary to 


| abroad, and that the Department now 


finds great difficulty in filling vacancies 


offer them exceptional terms as an 
inducement to return home. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he will explain why 
the six nominated members of the old 


Colonial Audit Branch of the Exchequer 


and Audit Department, who were serving 


|at headquarters at the time of the 
amalgamation on a_ scale of salary, 


in the Exchequer and Audit Department | 


two bodies of men are employed on 
identical work with identical periods of 
service to their credit, the one, however, 
receiving from £65 to £115 per annum 
more salary 1p 
performed on petty accounts abroad for 


| certain 


consequence of service | 


which they were liable on entry and had | 


been already adequately recompensed 
financially. 


| Colonial 


£70, £5, £100, being unfit for service 
abroad consequent on lack of training or 
health, were immediately advanced to a 
salary of £100 per annum, whereas 
Second Division clerks who 
were transferred to the Colonial Audit 
Branch, consequent on the breakdown of 
the system till then in force, were com- 
pelled to continue on the scale that the 
Audit Branch men had _ been 


| receiving. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to | 


the Treasury whether he will explain why, 
that members of the Colonial 
Audit Branch who entered by the system 


seelng 


which has now broken down, and who | 


were sent abroad in many with 


insufficient training, are offered with the 


cases 


sanction of the Treasury special terms if | 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) 1 have 
nothing to add to the previous replies 


'in connection with these points. 


they elect to come home and enter the | 


main office, a considerable body of met |of the Admiralty whether he will make 


who entered under the Order in Council of | 


21st March, 1890, who became examiners 
at the reorganisation of 1905, and from 


of accounts in the 
Colonial Audit Branch, and volunteers 
have been called for to serve abroad, 
are compelled to remain for periods 
varying from twelve to nineteen years at 
a considerable financial disadvantage as 
compared with contemporaries in other 
offices with inferior certificates who have 


the examination 





QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 
British-built Warships. 
Mr. HERBERT (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe): I beg to ask the First Lord 


it a condition of the retention of firms 
upon the list of contractors to the Admir- 


2M | alty that they will undertake to insert in 
whose ranks men have been chosen for | 


all contracts for the construction of ships 
of war for any foreign Power a provision 
that in the event of such Power desiring 
to sell any such warship it shall be first 
offered to His Majesty’s Government. 


Tue FIRST LORD or tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. McKenna, Monmouthshire, 
N.): It is not proposed to insist on the 
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insertion of a condition in the terms sug- 
gested. As my hon. friend will observe, 
once a ship built in this country has been 
delivered to the foreign country to which 
it belongs, the contractor would have no 
means of enforcing against such foreign 
Power the provision which he suggests. 


Mr. HERBERT: Would not His 
Majesty's Government be able to enforce 
it! 


Mr. MCKENNA: The contract would 
not be between the Government and a 
foreign Power. It would be between the 
contractor and a foreign Power, and the 
contractor would have no power to en- 
force it. 


Mr. HERBERT: Might not the 
Government be given the right under 
the contract ! 


Mr. MCKENNA: I do not think any 
contract made between a contractor and 
a foreign Government could give the 
British Government such a right. 


Mr. HERBERT: Are the right hon. 
(rentleman’s advisers unable to settle any 
form of contract which would give such 


) 


aright % 


Mr. MCKENNA: I do not think it is 
conceivable that any form of contract 
between a contractor and a _ foreign 
Government would give it. 


Mr. HERBERT: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman give me an opportunity of 
submitting such a form of contract ? 


Mr. YOUNGER (Ayr Burghs): Might 
not the right hon. Gentleman insert a 
clause giving the right of pre-emption ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: The British Govern- 
ment cannot impose on a contractor a 
condition that they shall have a right of 
pre-emption on his ship. 


Apprentices on Naval Contract Work. 
Mr. CURRAN (Durham, Jarrow) : I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the 
Admiralty whether he is aware that the 
firm of Messrs. Hawthorn and Leslie, 
Wallsend, have drafted a number of 
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apprentices to Devonport to take the 
place of men withdrawn from work on 
H.M.S. “Temeraire” on account of a 
dispute as to wages ; and what action he 
proposes to take in the matter. 


Que stions. 


Mr. McKENNA: The question as to 
what action I should propose to take in 
the circumstances alleged by the hon. 
Member does not arise, as there appears 
to be no foundation for the statements 
made. 


Mr. CURRAN: From what source 
did the right hon. Gentleman get that 
information ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: From the Dockyard 
at Devonport. I got it by telegraph this 
afternoon. 


Wallsend Slipway Company’s Employees. 


Mr. CURRAN: I ask the 
First Lord of the Admiralty whether he 
is aware that the Wallsend Slipway Com- 
pany have compelled about a dozen 
draughtsmen, under threat of instant dis- 
missal, to perform fitters’ work on 
H.M.S. “ Superb,” at Elswick ; and what 
action he proposes to take in the matter. 


hee to 


Mr. McKENNA: We have no know- 
ledge of the circumstances set out in the 
hon. Member's Question ; but assuming 
the facts to be as stated, there does not 
appear to be any ground for action by the 
Admiralty. 


Mr. CURRAN: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that this is a breach of 
the Fair Wages Clause ? 


Mr. McKENNA: I have examined 
the question and am unable to discover 
that the alleged circumstances constitute 
a breach of the clause. It does not deal 
with fair wages at all. 


Mr. CURRAN: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the firm of Leslie’s 
have Government contracts overdue, and 
are asking for an extension of time on 
the ground of labour disputes ! 


Mr. McKENNA : I should like notice 
of that Question. 
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Admiralty Payments to Quantity 
Surveyors. 
Mr. GUINNESS (Bury St. Edmunds) : 
1 beg to ask the First Lord of the 
Admiralty what sums have been paid by 
the Admiralty in each of the last five 


years to firms of quantity surveyors; 
how many firms have been employed, 
and what amounts have been paid to 
| each, 


| Mr. McKENNA: 


Fees paid to Quantity Surveyors from 1903 to 1908. 


Naval Works Acts and Vote 10 Works. 








Name. 1903-4. 1904-5. 1905-6. 1906-7. 1907-8, 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Corderoy, G., & Co. - - 332,842 | 30,739 28,411 19,894 13,671 
Deacon, T. M. - - - — | 809 315 one 137 
Franklin & Andrews - — | 128 73 29 _ 
Gardiner & Theobald — 122 67 _ — 
Hitchen, T. - . é si =< 264 _ a 
Hodgson, H. M.~ - - _ — ake ome 153 
Hunt & Steward’ - . — — 46 — a 
Lawrence, B., & Co. - — 59 — — 94 
Leaming, J., & Sons - — 407 124 145 = 
Lorrimer, Fairbairn & 

Lightbody - - - a 53 63 18 18 
Mann, C. J., & Sons - 711 1,222 1,015 1,562 1,615 
Moreham & Gardiner - — 53 123 — -_ 
Rualt & Young : : set 280 1 ee on 
Strudwick, W. H. & P. B., 622 212 — = — 
Welch & Atkinson - - 8&3 — — ms — 
Widnell & Trollope- | 1,442 1,609 5142 | 597 509 

Totals - - -| 35,700 35,743 35,664 | 29,945 | 16,197 





— 





Defence of Sea Trade Routes. 

Mr. STAVELEY-HILL (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford): I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty whether, in view 
of the Report of the Treasury Committee 
upon the subject of national insurance 


for merchant ships, and of its conclusion | 


that the latter must depend for protec 
tion exclusively upon the Navy, and in 
view of the fact that the Navy list shows 
that we have but sixty-seven unarmoured 
cruisers, most, if not all, of which would 
be required for service with our battle 
fleets, with which our armoured cruisers 


fol 


mn 


gr 


Sté 
WI 


ve 


ve 
ou 





1208 


ors 
ved, 
1 to 


otec- 
1 in 
10Ws 
ured 
ould 
attle 
isers 





1209 Questions. {28 JuLy 1908} Questions. 1210 


are also mainly intended to serve, the 
Government are prepared to guarantee 
the security of our trade routes in time 
of war. 


Mr. McKENNA: While we do not 
ommit ourselves to the accuracy of the 
statements made in the preamble to the 
Question, the reply is in the affirmative. 


German Naval Policy. 

Mr. STAVELEY-HILL: I beg to ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty whether, 
having regard to the fact that Germany 
has laid down thirty-six destroyers in the 
last three years, he will consider the 
advisability of increasing the number of 
those to be laid down during a similar 
period by this country from seven to a 
igure corresponding with that of 
Germany. 


Mr. McKENNA: Iam unatle to 
verify the figures on which the hon. 
Member has based his statement that 
during the last three years seven British 
lestrovers were laid down. As to the 
number to he laid down, the hon. Member 
will observe that in the present year it 
is proposed to lay down sixteen. 


Mr. STAVELEY-HILL: Is it not the 
fact that the German destroyers for this 
year are already laid down ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: The German year 
differs from the British year, and that 
makes it impossible to draw a comparison. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, B!ackpool): 
ls it not a fact that the German destroyers 
ior this year are already laid down ? 


Mr. McKENNA: It is impossible to 
make a comparison, as the year’s pro- 
grammes do not cover the same period. 


Mr. ASHLEY : Are we really to under- 
stand that the Government do not know 
what has been the German programme in 
gard to destroyers for the last three 
vears ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: The Admiralty are 
vertectly aware, but that does not arise 
out of the Question, 


1.M.S. “ Invincible ”—Fair Wage Clause. 
Mr. HUDSON (Neweastle-on-Tyne) : 


I beg to ask the First Lord of the! 


Admiralty if he can now say why 
Messrs. Armstrong, Whitworth, and 
Company, Elswick, have not carried out 
the Fair Wage Clause in their contract 
on H.M.S. “Invincible,” at the Elswick 
Works, with regard to the wages paid to 
the electrical wire-workers. 


Mr. McKENNA: The contractors 
state that they pay the wages generally 
accepted as current for competent work- 
men in their trade, and the evidence 
which so far has been put before the 
Admiralty is not inconsistent with that 
Statement. 


*Mr. HUDSON: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that this question has 
been pending since March last, and as 
late as last week thirty-five of the men 
were paid at a figure below the standard 
rate which obtains in the district ? 

Mr. MCKENNA: We have examined 
the evidence we have been able to obtain 
and are not satisfied that wages below 
the current rate are being paid. 


*Mr. HUDSON: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman place himself in communica- 
tion with the trade union of the electrical 
workers and obtain from them a statement 
as to the wages current in the district ? 


Mr. McKENNA: We have had a 
communication, but 1 am not sure if it 
came from the trade union. I rather 
think it did. 


German Naval Expenditure. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): I beg 
to ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 
if he can state by how much the naval 
expenditure of Germany was above or 
below the Estimates in the years 1903 to 
1907, inclusive ; and whether any reports 
have been submitted to the Admiralty as 
to the assistance rendered to German 
naval administration and expenditure 
by the State ownership of canals and 
railways. 


Mr. McKENNA: The difference 
between the naval expenditure of 
Germany and the money voted is as 
follows—In 1903-4 there was £149,162 
more expenditure than was voted. In 
1904-5 there was £464,600 less; in 
1905-6 there was £123,477 less; in 
1906-7 there was £341,507 less; for 
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1907-8 the total naval expenditure is not | 


yet available. We have no official infor- 
mation as regards the latter part of the 
Question. 


Mr. BELLAIRS: What is_ the 
authority for these figures ? They do not 
agree with the Berlin Imperial Guzette 
figures 4 


Mr. MCKENNA: They are official 
figures. I will inquire as to the 
divergence. 


The Admiralty and the Press. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
First Lord of the Admiralty whether he 
is aware that the King’s Regulations and 
Admiralty Instructions forbid naval 
officers holding any communications with 
the Press and so prevent them from con- 
tradicting statements of a defamatory 
character ; and whether in the absence 
of any guidance in the King’s Regula- 
tions and Admiralty Instructions, he can 
state if they are free to take proceedings 
for libel when a newspaper of repute 
Submits them to malicious and defamatory 
attacks. 


Mr. MCKENNA: As regards the first 
part of the Question, the existing rule, 
as laid down in circular letter of 21st 
November last, is that all persons be- 
longing to the Fleet are forbidden to 
write for publication or to publish or 
cause to be published, either directly or 
indirectly, any matter or information 
relating to the naval service unless the 
permission of the Admiralty has been 
first obtained. With regard to the 
second part of the Question, an ofticer on 
half-pay or on the retired list would be 
free to act, should he so elect, without 
formal reference to the Admiralty, sub- 
ject to the paramount interests of the 
naval service. An officer on full pay or 
serving under the Admiralty on salary 
would, as a matter of discipline, apply to 
the Admiralty for sanction of his pro- 
posed proceedings. 


Mr. BELLAIRS:: In the event of its 
being against the paramount interest of 
the Navy for an officer on full pay te 
bring a libel action, do the right hon. 
Gentleman and his colleagues recognise 
their special obligation to defend an 
officer whose reputation is assailed by 
falsehoods circulated in a paper of repute / 
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Mr. McKENNA: I have no ease 
before me in which it is alleged that it ig 
not in the interests of the service that any 
officer on full pay should bring an action 
for libel. I cannot consider the question 
unless I have a specific case before me. 


1212 


Mr. BELLAIRS: Is any statement 
going to be made in regard to the alleged 
occurrence in the Channel Fleet under 
Lord Charles Beresford ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: That is an entirely 
different question. It has nothing to do 
with the Question on the Paper. 


Mr. GRETTON (Rutland): Does the 
regulation quoted apply to naval officers 
employed at the Admiralty or on the 
staff of the Admiralty ? 


Mr. 
would 
service. 


McKENNA: The 
apply universally 


regulations 
through the 


Chain Cable Contracts. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON (Gateshead) : I beg 
to ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 
whether the Government has extended 
the period of a contract for chain cables 
and mooring chains entered into with 
several firms of chain-makers, under which 
arrangement other employers have been 
debarred from tendering; if so, will 
he say on what grounds such preference 
is justified ; and whether, in future, he 
will see that equal opportunity is given 
to all firms to tender for such contracts. 


Mr. McKENNA: Pending the pre- 
paration of certain technical details fora 
new contract, the existing arrangements 
have been temporarily continued to meet 
current requirements. As soon as the 
necessary particulars aro available the 
usual opportunity will be afforded to all 
firms. 


Land Trade between Persia and 
British India. 

*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs): I 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for India whether the disturbed condition 
of Persia has adversely affected the 
traffic to and from India by the Quetta 
Nushki route. 


Tur UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 
For INDIA (Mr. BucHANAN, Perthshire, 
E.): The figures of the land trade 
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between Persia and British India via Sind 
and British Baluchistan, the bulk of 
which, presumably, went by the Nushki 
route, show an increase for 1907-8 as 
compared with the two preceding years. 
The value of the total trade by the 
Nushki route for 1907-8 was the biggest 
op record. 


Sylhet Bomb Factory. 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether a 
branch of the Manicktollah bomb factory 
has been discovered in Sylhet ¢ 


Mx. BUCHANAN : The Secretary of | 


State has no official information on this 
subject, but he gathers from the news- 


papers that arrests have been made at a | 
place in the Sylhet district of persons | 


who admit being engaged in the manu- 
facture of bombs for revolutionary 


purpost ‘S. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr 
Tydvil): Was this information obtained 
through Reuter’s agency ? 


Mr. BUCHANAN : I cannot say. 


Gun Ranning on the Afghan Frontier. 


*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether the 
India Oftice has information to the effect 
that another large caravan of arms is in 
transit through Persian Baluchistan to 
the Afghan frontier; and whether it is 
proposed, by strengthening our patrol in 
the Persian Gulf, or by representation to 
the Sultan of Muscat, to deal with a state 
of affairs which is a menace to the North- 
West frontier. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: The Answer to 
the first Question is in the negative; the 
last caravan of which the Secretary of 
State has information must have reached 
its destination some weeks ago. Every 
possible means is taken by action on the 
coast and otherwise to stop the trattic, 
and, as was stated by the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs on the 30th 
June, the question of the tratte at 
Muscat is engaging the attention of the 
onference now sitting at Brussels. 


*Mr. REES : It seems there is a regular 
gun-running season for three months in 
the year, 
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Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
Can the right hon. Gentleman say from 
what country the arms conveyed by this 
caravan came ? 


Mr. 


to say. 


BUCHANAN: I am _ unable 


AN HON. MEMBER suggested that 
the Government should send the hon. 
Member for Montgomery Boroughs out 
to patrol the Persian Gulf, or to act as 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Sultan of 
Muscat. 


Sedition in Northern India, 

*\Ir. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether the 
Muslim community of Madras, in public 
meeting assembled, has expressed its con- 
demnation of the growing sedition of 
Northern India, and assured the Govern- 
ment of its own staunch loyalty to British 
rule. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I have seen in 
the Press a notice of the meeting referred 
to, and my hon friend is no doubt aware 
that meetings of a similar character have 
been held in other parts of India. 


Indian Civil Service. 

*Mr. REES : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether the 
local Governments and high judicial 
authorities consulted, condemned the 
proposed separation of executive and 
judicial functions in the Indian Civil 


| Service ; and, if so, whether the opinions 


of such Governments and authorities will 
be made public. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: The opinions of 
the local Governments and other author- 
ities consulted on this subject have not 


| yet reached the Secretary of State: it is 


not possible, therefore, to say whether 
they are papers which could suitably be 
made public. 


Indian Excise Administration. 

Str HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether the 
reply of the Government of India to the 
statement relative to Excise administra- 
tion, submitted to him on the 17th 
last and forwarded for con- 
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of India, has now been received; and 
whether he will lay Papers upon the 
Table before the end of the present session. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I regret to say 
that the reply has not yet been received. 


Calcutta Liquor Shops—Hour of Closing. 
Sir HERBERT ROBERTS: I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 


{ndia whether he is aware that the Indian | 
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able increase in the number of liquor 
shops. But it has issued instructions 
which will reduce considerably the 
number of cases in which licences for the 
two classes of liquor are held conjointly. 


The Sentence on Mr, Tilak. 

Dr. RUTHERFORD (Middlesex, 
Brentford): I beg to ask the Under. 
Secretary of State for India whether the 
Secretary of State for India will recom- 





Excise Commission recommended that | mend His Majesty the King to extend 


liquor shops in India should be closed at 
9 p.m., and that this recommendation was 
approvediby the Government of India ; 


and whether any special reasons exist for | 


the extension of the hour of closing to 
10 p.m. in the case of liquor shops situated 
in the neighbourhood of mills in Caleutta. 


Mr. BUCHANAN : 
Commission recommended 
general rule the closing hour should be 
9 o’clock, but that this limit should be 
relaxed in special cases, when a special 
fee should be levied. The Government 
of Bengal has been advised by the 


Caleutta :Licensing Committee that ex- | 
tension is necessary in the case of 


particular shops in certain localities where | 


owing to late shifts at mills, docks, etec., 
the workers do not leave work until a late 
hour. Such cases are dealt with on their 
merits by the Board of Revenue, under 
power given to it by the Excise Act. 


Calcutta Country and Foreign Liquor 


Licences. 
Sin HERBERT ROBERTS: I beg to 
ask the Under Secretary 


sion recommended the entire separation 


of the country liquor and foreign liquor 


licences in Caleutta, with such a redistri- 


bution of facilities as would not increase | 
this | 


the number of sites; whether 
proposal was provisionally approved by 
the Government of India; and whethe 
effect hasbeen given to the proposal 
under the resolution of the Government 


of Bengal recently issued upon this 
subject. 
Mr. BUCHANAN: The Answer to 


the first two Questions is in the affirma- 


tive. With regard to the last Question, 
the Government of Bengal has not given 
complete effect to the recommendation, 
as separation cannot, in their opinion, be 
effected in Calcutta without an undesir- 


The Indian Excise | 


that as a| 


of State for | 
India whether the Indian Excise Commis: | 


| his clemency to Mr. Tilak, in view of the 
| position he holds in the Indian national 
movement, and remit a portion of his 
sentence, with a view to allaying to some 
| extent the present unrest in India.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|Gentleman thought that expressions of 
|sympathy in the House with notorious 
enemies of British rule were likely to 
have the effect of “allaying to some 
extent the present unrest in India.” 


| *Mr. REES asked if the right hon. 
| 
| 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I think the 
Answer I have to make will cover both 
Questions. It is impossible for the 
Secretary of State to take the action 
suggested in the Question. |My hon. 
friend hardly realises the nature of the 
| charge on which Mr. Tilak was convicted 
and the circumstances of the trial. The 
| trial lasted ten days before a judge of the 
| Bombay High Court with a special jury. 

| Mr. Tilak was convicted by seven out of 
nine jurvmen of offences under Section 
| 124a and 153a of the Indian Penal Code. 
At the beginning of the trial he exercised 
his full rights of challenge, objecting to 
six Europeans, one Jew, ‘and one Hindu. 
He spoke for several days in his own 
defence. In passing sentence the judge 
said—“ The articles are seething with 
sedition ; they preach violence ; they 
| speak of ‘murder with approval ; and the 
| cowardly and atrocious act of committing 
}murder with bombs not only seems to 
meet with the prisoner's approval, but he 
hails the advent of the bomb in India as 
if something had come to India for its 
good.” I think the hon. Member will 
agree with me that writings of such 4 
character cannot fairly be ‘held to fall 
under the exception made by the Penal 
Code in favour of “ comments expressing 
disapprobation of the measures or action 
of the Government with a view 1 
obtaining their alteration by lawiul 
means.” The Government deliberately 
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instituted these proceedings in a Court 
of Law, and in a case of this kind for 
them immediately to traverse the verdict 
of the Court or precipitately to set aside 
its sentence, would be to stultify them- 
selves. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE asked if the | 
article could now be published as a 
Parliamentary Paper to give the House 
and the country the opportunity for 
learning what foundation there was for 
the language used by the Judge. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he could make 
no promise of the kind. 


Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.) : 
Can a copy be placed in the Library ? 


Mr. 
pledge. 


BUCHANAN: I can give no 


*Mr. REES asked if the right hon. 
Gentleman was aware that copies could 
he obtained at the office of the paper 
called India. 


Sirk H. COTTON asked if the sub- 
stance of the article published in The 
Times was correct. 


Mr. BUCHANAN : I cannot say. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 
asked if the proportion of seven 
Europeans to two natives was the usual 
proportion on special juries in Bombay. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I cannot. say. 
There were on the jury seven Europeans 
and two Parsees, and the Judge was a 
Parsee gentleman. 


Mr. LUPTON : And then there was 
adivision of opinion on the jury ? 


Mr. BUCHANAN: 


ilready stated so. 


Yes ; I have 


Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, 
Newbury): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether 
we sentence of six years’ transportation 
teeently passed upon Mr. Tilak can be 
wade the subject of appeal ; whether a_ 
“ntence of transportation involves the | 
rmoval of the prisoner to a penal settle- 
ment; and, if so, what is the nature | 
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of the punishment to which he is there 
subject. 


Mr. BUCHANAN : No appeal lies to 
the High Court from any order or sen- 
tence passed by a Judge exercising the 
original jurisdiction of the Court, but 
points of law may be reserved for con- 
sideration. The Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council may give special leave 
to appeal in cases where grave and sub- 
stantial injustice appears to have been 
done. The appeal, in such cases, lies to 
the Judicial Committee. A sentence of 
transportation may involve the removal 
of a prisoner to a penal settlement, but 
does not necessarily do so; the prisoner 
may be sent instead to a Central Jail 
appointed for the purpose. A prisoner 
sentenced to transportation is subject 
for a time to solitary confinement: he 
is then put to some form of work with 
the other prisoners, and may obtain 
various privileges by good conduct. 


Bombay Factory Workers’ Disturbances. 


Mr. HARWOOD (Bolton): I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether there have been disturb- 
ances amongst the factory workers of 
Bombay ; and, if so, whether he has any 
information showing that these are largely 
the excessive hours of 
work ; and whether the Government 
proposes to take any steps in the matter. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: The Secretary of 
State understands that the disturbances 
which have occurred in the factory quarter 
of Bombay are not exclusively connected 
with labour questions, although, as my 
hon. friend is aware, the subject of the 
hours of labour has recently been in- 
vestigated by the Factory Commission, 
whose Report is now under considera- 
tion. He is informed that they are 
connected with political agitation, by 
which pressure has been exercised on 
the Hindu mill hands to come out on 
strike, and, in some cases, to attack 
Europeans. The Mahomedan factory 
workers have not joined in the rioting, 
and resent the enforced loss of wages. 


Stir EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe): 
Had the Factory Inspector to be afforded 


police protection ? 


Mr. BUCHANAN : 


statement to that effect. 


I have seen a 
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Law of Transportation in India. 

Str H. COTTON: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for India if he 
can state what is the law in regard to 
transportation in India ; and whether 
there is any authority or precedent for 
sending a convicted offender to the 
Andamans for a period of less than seven 
years, 
| 

Mr. BUCHANAN : The law in regard 
to transportation in India is contained 
in Sections 53, 55, 57-59 of the Indian 
Penal Code, and the sections of that code 
prescribing transportation as the penalty 
for particular offences. Section 124a 
enables the person convicted under that 
section to be “ punished with transporta- 
tion for life or any other shorter term.” 
There is, therefore, no reason to doubt the 
legality of a sentence of transportation 
for less than seven years. 





Sirk H. COTTON: Is there not a 
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Tinnevelly, have appealed against the 
sentence ; and, if so, what has been the 
result of the appeal. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: The Secretary of 
State has no information as to whether 
an appeal has been filed. 


Treatment of Prisoners in India, 

Sir H. COTTON : I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for India 
whether his attention has been drawn 
to the character of the sentences which 
are being passed in India on persons 
who are accused of seditious utterances : 
and whether the Government will con- 
sider the propriety of issuing instructions 
which will prohibit the herding of political 
offenders with common criminals. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: The Secretary of 
State does not consider it necessary to 
take action in the manner suggested by 
the hon. Member. The punishment for 


statutory rule which limits transportation | offences under Section 124a Indian Penal 
to cases of seven years punishment and | Code varies over a wide range, from fine 


does not permit it in the case of persons 
over forty-five years of age ? 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I am not aware 
of that, but I would refer my hon. friend 
to the various sections of the Penal Code 
which govern the law relating to 
transportation. 


Prosecutions for Sedition in India. 

Str H. COTTON: I beg to ask the 
Under - Secretary of State for India 
whether he will grant a Return of prose- 
cutions for seditious speeches and writings 
which have been instituted in India since 
Ist January, 1907, showing the names of 
the persons charged, the courts which 
tried them, the precise character of the 
charge, and the decision in each case. 


Mr. BUCHANAN : If the hon. Mem- 
ber will move for a Return the Secretary 
of State will instruct the Government of 
India to prepare it. 





Sentences for Treason at Tinnevelly. 
Sir H. COTTON: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


without any imprisonment through simple 
imprisonment and rigorous imprisonment 
up to transportation for life. As regards 
simple imprisonment, Inspectors-General 
of Gaols already have authority to order 
the provision of separate accommodation 
for prisoners in certain cases. 


Lorp R, CECIL (Marylebone, E.): Is 
there anything in Indian _ legislation 
which makes incitement to murder a 
political offence ¢ 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Indian Relief Works. 

Mr. R. HARCOURT (Montrose 
Burghs) : I beg to ask the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for India whether it is 
proposed to lay before Parliament papers 
giving an account of the relief works 
recently carried out in India, particularly 
in the United Provinces, in continuation 
of Famine Commission Reports already 
issued, 


Mr. BUCHANAN : On the conclusion 
of the present relief operations full re- 


State for India| ports regarding them will be submitted 


whether Chidambaram Pillay and Sub- | by the several local Governments, ard 
ramania Siva, who were lately convicted | the Secretary of State will then be glad 
of treason and were sentenced to trans-| to consider whether any, and, if any, 
portation for life and for ten years| what Papers might with advantage be 
respectively by the district judge of} presented, 
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Bombay Factories Commission. 

Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether the 
India Office has information that the 
factory workers in Bombay have depre- 
cated interference with the system under 
which they work; and whether the 
Factory Commission has reported that 
the hours of work in Bombay factories 
are not excessive. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: The Commission’s 
Report, which will be presented shortly, 
will show the hon. Member that he is 
under a misapprehension in respect of 
both points of his Question, 


Carib Canal, St. Vincent. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland) : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what 
was the original cost of the Carib Canal 
in St. Vincent, and by whom was it 
borne. 


THE UNDER - SECRETARY or 
STATE ror THE COLONIES (Colonel 
SeELY, Liverpool, Abercromby): I 
cannot supply the information, but the 
Governor will be asked to do so, if my 
hon. friend wishes. 


*Mr. LAMONT (Buteshire) : I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the disuse of the Carib 
freshwater Canal in the island of St. 
Vincent has prejudicially affected the 
districts which it formerly served ; and 
whether its reopening is stated by the 
Governor of the Colony to be an essential 
preliminary to their development. 


CoLONEL SEELY : Yes, Sir, and recog- 
nising these considerations, the Secretary 
of State has agreed to a loan to Mr. 
Porter, in addition to the free grant of 
£1,600 already sanctioned, though not a 
loan from the invested portion of the 
Eruption Fund. 


St. Vincent Eruption Relief Fund. 

Mr. LAMONT: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he will state the total amount 
subscribed for the St. Vincent Eruption 
Relief Fund, and the amount of the un- 
expended balance of that fund. 


CotoneL SEELY: The amount sub- 
scribed was £73,340. The unexpended 
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balance consists of the £25,000 invested. 
The rest or practically all the rest has 
now been expended or definitely allocated 
for expenditure. 


Carib Canal Loan. 

Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies if he will state when the 
despatches from the Governor of the 
Windwards, recommending that the 
Secretary of State should assent to a loan 
from the Eruption Fund for the purpose 
of reopening the Carib Canal, will be laid 
upon the Table. 


CoLoNEL SEELY: It is not proposed 
to lay the despatches. The chief des- 
patches recommending a loan are marked 
“Confidential,” except one, and that deals 
with the business and family affairs of 
private individuals, and could not properly 
be published. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.): I beg to ask the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies whether he 
willlay upon the Table a copy of the Memo- 
randum from the Governor of the Wind- 
wards with regard to the Carib Canal 
question which was read by the Admini- 
strator of St. Vincent at the meeting of 
the Legislative Council on 30th May. 


CoLoneEL SEELY: The Secretary of 
State has just received a copy of the 
Memorandum referred to. He does not 
consider it necessary to lay it, 


Parsee Indian in Natal. 

Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether his attention has 
been drawn to the case of Mr. Shapurji, a 
Parsee Indian resident of Charlestown, 
Natal, who has been arrested and ordered 
to leave the Transvaal as a prohibited 
immigrant although he was able to fulfil 
all the educational requirements of the 
Immigration Laws of that Colony ; and 
whether, in assenting to this law, His 
Majesty’s Government understood the 
test of desirability to be one of race or of 
education. 


CotoneL SEELY: The Secretary of 
State has made telegraphic inquiry with 
regard to this case and other British 
Indian complaints, but no reply has yet 
been received and, pending the Governor's 
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Report, I am not in a position to make any 
statement. 


Island of St. Vincent Revenue. 

Mr. WATT (Glasgow, College): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies what was the floating balance 
of revenue of the Island of St. Vincent at 
the end of the last financial year. 


CoLONEL SEELY: On the 31st of 
March last the surplus of assets was 
£6,258 3s. 4d. Against this, however, 
there is a sum of £700 due to the 
Treasury at home, in refund of an over- 
payment from Parliamentary Grants in 
Aid. 


St. Vincent Relief Fund—The Carib 

anal, 

Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies what were the purposes for 
which the St. Vincent Relief Fund was 
collected ; and what was the cause of the 
disuse of the Carib Canal. 


CoLONEL SEELY: The relief fund 
was subscribed for the relief of distress. 
The disuse of the canal was caused by 
the eruptions. 


Mr. FELL: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies when 
he will lay Papers upon the Table with 
regard to his refusal of the request from 
the Government of St. Vincent for author- 
ity to make a loan from the Eruption 
Fund. 


CoLONEL SEELY: I would refer the 
hon. Gentleman to the Answer to the 
hon. Member for Blackpool. It is not 
proposed to lay Papers on this subject. 


South African Compensation Fund. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Neweastle-under- 
Lyme): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether his 
attention has been called te the loss of 
£41,420 7s. lld. entailed on the Exche- 
quer through the failure of the Colonial 
Office to reply to the High Commissioner 
of South Africa as to the allocation of the 
charge for the administration of the Com- 
pensations Fund between Great Britain 
and the Transvaal ; whether the responsi- 
bility for this loss has been brought home 
to any particular official ; and what action 
has been taken in the matter. 
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CoLONEL SEELY: I would refer my 
hon. friend to my reply to a similar 
Question yesterday. 


Crown Colonists Stranded in England. 

Mr. OWEN PHILIPPS (Pembroke 
and Haverfordwest): I beg to ask the 
Undersecretary of State for the Colonies 
whether there is any public fund to defray 
the cost of return to their native land of 
inhabitants of the Crown Colonies who 
may be unfortunately stranded in 
England: and, if not, whether the 
Government will favourably consider the 
question of providing a fund for this 
purpose. 


CoLONEL SEELY : There is no public 
fund which could be ear-marked to the 
purposes which my hon. friend mentions. 
The matter is one of great difficulty, but 
the Secretary of State proposes to take it 
into early consideration. 


Kingston Wharves and Railways. 

Mr. OWEN PHILIPPS: I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the Governor of Jamaica, 
since his return to the island, has been 
able to advise him of any progress in the 
scheme for connecting the Government 
railways with all the wharves of King- 
ston; and whether he is aware that in 
the neighbouring island of Cuba the ports 
are being rapidly developed in connection 
with the railways. 


CoLONEL SEELY : The Governor has 
not yet reported as to the progress of the 
scheme referred to by my hon. friend, 
but I have no doubt that he will do soas 
soon as he can. [am sorry that I have 
no official information as to what is being 
done in Cuba. 


King’s House, Jamaica. 

Mr. OWEN PHILLIPS : I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the damage to the 
King’s House at Jamaica, caused by the 
earthquake in January, 1907, has yet 
been repaired; and, if not, will he 
ascertain when the King’s House will be 
again fit for habitation ‘by the Governor 
of the Colony. 


CoLONEL SEELY : The money for re- 
building King’s House in St. Andrew has 


‘been voted by the Legislative Coundll, 
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and the Vote has been approved by the 
Secretary of State. The Governor’s 


recent Visit to this country was chiefly | 


concerned with the arrangements for this 
and other public building work, and I 
understand that the question of the 
acceptance of a tender for the restoration 
of King’s House is now under the 
Governor's consideration. 


able to re-occupy the house. 


The Sultanate of Bruni. 


Sir EDWARD SASSOON : I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, when establishing a British resi- 
dency in the Sultanate of Bruni, has also 
assumed any responsibility other than 
advisory to that State, and, if so, what 
are the limitations of any such authority 
prescribed by His Majesty’s Government ; 
will he say from what source year by 
year since such recent residency was 
established the expenditure connected 
therewith, either directly or indirectly, 
has been defrayed : and if any, how much, 
of the money applied as above-mentioned 
has been borrowed or granted from the 
purse of either the Federated Malay 
States or from that of the Straits Settle- 
ments ; will he state the amounts given or 
lent by either or both, the rate of interest 
charged on such loans, and what prospect 
there is of repayment. 


CoLONEL SEELY: The treaty with 
the Sultan of Brunei, which was signed 
in 1905, provides that the advice of the 
British Resident must be taken and 
acted upon in all questions in Brunei 
other than those affecting the Mohamme- 
dan religion in order that a similar 
system may be established to that exist- 
ing in other Malay States now under 
British protection. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, therefore, through the Resident, 
control the whole administration of the 
State, except where religious matters are 
concerned. The Resident of Brunei is 
also Resident of Labuan, which is now 
part of the Straits Settlements, and in 
view of that fact he draws a salary from 
Straits Settlements funds, a sum of £600 
a year being paid from Imperial funds to 
the Straits Settlements in consideration 
of the Consular work performed by this 
officer. The other expenses of the Resi- 
dential system are borne by Brunei funds. 
To enable the Government of the State 
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|to buy up a number of monopolies and 
concessions, and to put the new system 
into working order, the Federated Malay 
States advanced to Brunei the sum of 
$200,000, without interest. I cannot say 
when this sum is likely tobe repaid. No 
grant or loan has been made by the 
Straits Settlements. 


The Governor | 
will be asked when he anticipates being | 


Trade of Brunei. 

Sirk EDWARD SASSOON: I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies the value of the export and import 
trade of Brunei for the last year for which 
tigures can be obtained ; whether a poll 
tax of $2 per head has been imposed on 
the Kadavans in the Muara district, 
and, if so, by whose authority ; whether 
such an imposition is not directly in 
contravention of Clause 3 in tif Farms 
lease held by His Highness the Rajah of 
Sarawak from the late Sultan of Brunei ; 
whether it was proposed to exact a 
similar tax from the Brunei Malays ; and 
whether the cause of remitting, or of not 
imposing, such tax in such quarters was 
the expressed or the anticipated intention 
of these Malays to emigrate from Brunei. 

CoLONEL SEELY: I am unable to 
furnish any reliable figures as to the 
Trade of Bruni. In 1906,the dutiable 
imports were valued at $60,878 and the 
dutiable exports at $1,560, but no record 
was taken of the value of articles on 
which no duty was levied. The Secre- 
tary of State has no information with 
regard to the other points raised by the 
hon. Member, but the High Commissioner 
will be asked for a Report. 


West Indian Banana Trade. 

*Mr. LAMONT: I beg to ask the 
Under-Seeretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he is aware that an annual 
subsidy, at first of £10,000 and latterly 
of £20,000, has been paid out of the 
Treasury since July, 1899, to the Imperial 
Direct West India Mail Service, 
principally in order to encourage a trade 
in bananas between Jamaica and Eng- 
land ; whether during the financial year 
1907-8 a total of 15,847,5 0 bunches of 
bananas were exported from Jamaica, oi 
which 14,505,911 bunches were shipped 
to the United States and only J,239,50v 
to England ; and whether he will give 
notice to terminate this contract at its 
jexpiry on 15th January, 1911, seeing 
' that £20,000 paid by the taxpayers of 
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the United Kingdom for the advantage 
of receiving 1,239,500 bunches of bananas 
is equivalent to the bounty of fourpence 
per bunch, and that a sufficient supply of 
this fruit can be obtained, without 
subsidy, from other West Indian Colonies, 
from the Canary Islands, and from other 
parts of the globe. 


Questions. 


CoLoneL SEELY: I am aware gener- 
ally of the conditions of the service 
referred to. The question as to the 
renewal or termination of the service is 
one which will no doubt receive very 
careful consideration, but, as the contract 
does not expire for some years, it would 
be premature to consider it now. 


Str GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
May I ‘sk the hon. Gentleman if this 
subsidy was not granted in order to assist 
in developing the banana trade generally, 
and whether this proportion !of 14,000,000 
bunches and 1,000,000 bunches to the 
United States and England respectively 
does not represent the purest principles 
of free trade ? 


CoLoNEL SEELY: I do not know 
what the hon. Gentleman means by the 
“purest principles of free trade.” I 
should hardly think he is a good judge. 
I would only add that my bon. friend 
is quite right in supposing that there 
are other considerations involved besides 
the encouragement of the trade between 
Jamaica and England. 


*Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.): Was not 
this contract made in the reign of the 
protectionist Party ? 


CoLtoNnEL SEELY: I do not know 
what the particular views of the Party 
were at the time this contract was 
entered into. 


Dominica Light Railway. 

*Mr. LAMONT: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether proposals have recently been 
made to the Government of the Leeward 


Islands regarding the formation of a 
company to build, on the land-grant 


system, a light railway into the interior 
of the island of Dominica, with a view 
to the development of its resources; 
whether negotiations are in progress ; 
and, if so, whether the Colonial Office 
regards the project with a favourable eye. 


{COMMONS} 


_ originally 


Questions. 


CoLonEL SEELY : Yes, Sir, a syndicate 
has been in negotiation w ith the Govern. 
ment of Dominica since about a year ago 
with regard to the construction of a light 
railway up the Layou valley. The 
Secretary of State regards the project 
favourably. 


Imports of Live Cattle. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs if he will state what countries 
have made representations to His 
Majesty’s Government with reference to 
unrestricted importation of live cattle, 
and the nature of such represe utations ; 
and whether, in view of the fact that 
all foreign countries impose quarantine 
restrictions of a severe nature, he can 
state if any have made any suggestions 
for reciprocal arrangements for free trade 
and abandon of quarantine restrictions 
imposed by them 


THE SECRETARY 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
GREY, Northumberland, Berwick): Since 
the present Government have been in 
othice representations have been made by 
the Governments of Norway and Sweden 
asking that the regulations prohibiting 
the importation of live cattle from those 
countries might be revoked. The Answer 
to the last part of the Question is in the 
negative, 


oF STATE For 


Cancellation of Venezuelan Concessions. 

Mr. H. GOOCH (Camberwell, Peek- 
ham): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs whether he is aware 
of the cancellation by the Venezuelan 
Government of certain concessions held 
by British subjects ; and, if so, what steps 
he has taken or proposes to take in the 
matter, 


Sir EDWARD GREY: 
that the Venezuelan 
cancelled two concessions, 
manufacture and the sale of matches, 
granted to a Venezuelan 
citizen and subsequently transferred to a 
Venezuelan company, and the other for 
working the salt deposits of Venezuela, 
originally granted to a British subject 
and subsequently transferred to a 
Venezuelan company, the shares of both 
enterprises being now, it is understood, 
controlled by two British companies re- 
spectively. The matter is at present 


I am aware 
Government have 
the one for the 
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under consideration ; it presents many 
difficulties owing to local peculiarities 
which operate adversely to the interests 
of all countries. 


Franco-Canadian Treaty. 

Sir EDWARD SASSOON : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether he is now in a position 
to lay Papers upon the Table relating to 
the Franco-Canadian negotiations in 
respect of the most-favoured nation clause. 


Sin EDWARD GREY: For the present 
Jam not in a position to add to the 
Answer which T returned to the hon. 
Member's Question on 30th ultimo. 


Sir EDWARD SASSOON : Are there 
any means of expediting the negotiations 7 


SIR EDWARD GREY : As far as I 
understand, the subject of the treaty is 
still under consideration in Paris. 


The Release of Mr. Clark Kennedy. 

Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs if the rapid release of Mr. Ciark 
Kennedy from the brigands in Morocco 
was owing to the fact that the Govern- 
ment announced that no ransom would 
be paid; and if this resolution will be 
strictly adhered to in the future. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The Answer 
to the first part of the Question is that I 
do not know. If British subjects, in 
pursuit of their own pleasure or business, 
and in no public character, are captured 
by brigands in Morocco, there will 
certainly not be any advance from the 
British Exchequer for the purposes of 
ransom, and anyone who counts upon it 
under any circumstances is likely to be 
disappointed. 


Mr. FELL: Will that also apply to 
captures by Smyrna and other brigands ! 


Sin EDWARD GREY: We have issued 
a warning to the effect that in no case 
must people expect the Government to 
advance money for their ransom. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Has the right hon 
Gentleman made an exception in the case 
of Raisuli ? 
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Str EDWARD GREY: He is not a 
British subject. He is under British 
protection, which is not the same thing. 


The Czar of Russia. 

Mr. W. THORNE (West Ham,8.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he has any 
official information showing that it is the 
intention of the Czar of Russia to pay a 
visit to this countrv before the end of 
September: and, if so, whether it is the 
intention of the Goverament to associate 
themselves in any way with such a visit ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY: No intention 
has been expressed by the Czar of visit- 


| ing this country during the present year. 


The Scots College at Rome. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND (Elgin Burghs) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs what is the cause of the 
delay in bringing to trial the assailants of 
the students of the Scots College at Rome ; 
and whether he can state if and when the 
trial is likely to take place. 


Sim EDWARD GREY: The trial was 
to have taken place this month, the delay 
being accounted for by the necessity of 
collecting additional evidence and of 
ascertaining how far the injuries of the 
victims were likely to be permanent, with 
a view to the proper assessment of the 
penalties. It now appears, however, that 
the accused have appealed against the 
judgment of the Court of First Instance, 
committing them for trial by the Court of 
Assize, and it is to be feared that the case 
will not be heard before November. His 
Majesty’s Ambassador will continue to do 
all in his power to secure an early hearing, 
and I may add that the legal adviser to 
His Majesty’s Consulate has been in- 
structed to watch the proceedings. 


The Russo Japanese War—British 
Claims. 

Mra. GRETTON: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
how many outstanding claims for damage 
to British shipping and property during 
the late war in the Far East remain 
unsettled ; and what steps are being taken 
to obtain a settlement. 


Sik EDWARD GREY: The position 
as it stood last year was stated generally 
in an Answer I gave to the hon. Member 

2U 
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for the Cockermouth Division of Cumber- 

land on the 23rd of May of last year. 

I have stated the present position of | 
specific cases in answers I have given in | 
the course of the present and last month 
to various hon. Members, and particularly | 
in the replies I made yesterday to} 
the hon. Member for the St. Austell | 
Division of Cornwall. No later develop- 
ments have occurred. 


Home Department whether his attention 
has been drawn to the continued and 
increasing discrepancy between the total 
number of addresses of out-workers re. 


| ported by medical officers of health as 


forwarded to other councils, and that re. 
turned having been received by other 
councils ; whether, according to the Home 


| Office Return [Cd. 3986], those reported 


as received were only 34,377, whilst 


| 50,579 had been forwarded : and, if so, 


The Imprisoned Suffragists. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON: I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if, in view of the 
statement that the imprisoned suffragettes 
are more or less associated with criminals, 
and that their methods have been en- 
couraged by references to former riots 
and breaking park railings by a Cabinet 
Minister, he “will see that : ‘the ladies shall 
not associate with or be treated as 
ordinary criminals. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.): None of these 
prisoners are allowed to associate with 
ordinary criminals. 


Medica] Officers’ Reports. 

Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester): 1 beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether, in view of the apparent lack of 
uniformity in the reports of medical 
officers of health, he has considered the 
advisability of issuing a Circular to local 
authorities informing them that they 
must include in the Annual Report of 
the medical officers of health to the 
Home Office all premises visited in con- 
nection with infectious disease, provided 
home work is found to be carried on. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: TI have no 
authority to issue the instructions sug- 
gested in the Question, nor would they 
meet the case, as Sections 109 and 110 
of the Factory Act do not apply to all 
kinds of home work. The Home Office 
has done what it could to secure uniformity 
in the Reports of the medical officers of 
health by issuing forms of tables, but 
the use of the forms is not compulsory. 


Out-workers Returns. 


Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD: I) 


|about which similar representations were 


beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 


' whether he will confer with the Post. 


master General as to where the 16,209 


| missing lists have gone. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am aware that 
the discrepancy between the number of 
addresses respectively forwarded and re. 
ceived by local authorities rose trom 
7,350 in 1904, and 5,300 in 1905 to over 
16,000 in 1906. It will be seen on ex. 
amination of the Return that the increase 
is chiefly a London increase, and _ prob. 
ably the key to the problem lies here, 
I am not prepared to say positively what 
is the reason for it, but the increase, 
which cannot, I think, be accounted for 
as merely an increase in the tringe of 
out-workers outside London working for 
London employers, probably indicates an 
increasing thoroughness on the part oi 


, London authorities in enforcing the Act, 


both in forwarding lists themselves and in 
searching the lists sent to them for dupli- 
cates of names already on their lists. It 
may be noticed especially that the City 
of London forwarded 14,376 addresses in 
1906, as against only 3,334 in 1904, | 
will consider the point further when the 
figures for 1907 are available. 


Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD: [beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether his attention 
has been drawn to Table 6 in Part 2, in 
the Summary of Reports of Medical 
Officers of Health for 1906, to the Home 
Office, wherein it is shown that the 
number of names of out-workers received 
are greatly in excess of the number of 
inspections made in Stepney, Worcester, 
West Ham, Gloucestershire, and other 
places; whether representations wert 

made last year about the places named ; 


what steps he proposes to take in the case 


of these and others, such as Leeds, to 
bring the local inspection up to an eff 
cient standard ; ; and whether his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that Ipswich, 
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made regarding its neglect in 1905, has 
made no Return at all for 1906; and 
what steps he proposes to take with 
that town. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am aware of 
the figures in the Return which has been 
issued by my directions. I would remind 
the hon. Member that in October of 1906 
the Home Office issued a circular to local 
authorities (printed in the Report of the 
Chief Inspector of Factories for that year) 
urging a more thorough enforcement of 
the Home Work provisions of the Factory 
Act, and the figures in the Return in 
question relate to a period before the 
issue of that Cireular. The above 
question will come up for consideration 
in connection with the Report of the 
Home Work Committee just issued. 


Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD: Can 
nothing be done in cases like that of 
Ipswich, which seems to be particularly 
bad ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: There is much 
that may be done, and I will see what 
I ean do. 


Tramcar Speeds in London. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department if he is aware of the speed of 
tramears in such places as the Vauxhall 
Road, and the risk of life and limb by 
motors passing the rapidly-driven trams 
on the offside, any vehicle or pedestrian 
passing in front of a tram being liable to 
be run into or run over; and if he will 
give necessary instructions to the police 
to protect the public. 


Mr. GLADSTONE : In the Vauxhall 
Bridge Road, to which I presume my hon. 
friends refers, the Board of Trade regula- 
tions permit tramears to proceed at a speed 
of twelve miles an hour, except when they 
are passing the end of Rochester Row. 
There is no rule of law with respect to 
traffic passing tramears, and any general 
rule must be subject to exceptions accord- 
ing tothe circumstances ; but the common 
practice of passing a tramcar on the near 
side is usually the safest course. The 
police do their utmost to protect pedes- 
trians crossing the road. 


Mr. MYER (Lambeth, N.): Is the 
right hon. Gentleman aware that tramcars 
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in London frequently run at a speed of 
over twenty miles an hour? Will he not 
consider the advisability of making a rule 
that the drivers shall be supplied with an 
instrument which will show them the 
speed at which they are proceeding ? 


Questions. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: 
for the Board of Trade. 


That is a matter 


*Mr. WATT: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman consider the desirability of 
publishing anew the rules of the road, as 
it is not clearly understood on which side 
a vehicle should pass a tramear going the 
same way. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I will see if any- 
thing can be done. 


Disabled Motor-Buses. 

Mr. S. COLLINS (Lambeth, Kenning- 
ton): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether his 
attention has been called to a recent 
speech of the Mayor of West Ham, in 
which he stated that every day in the 
main roads of that district there was an 
average of twenty-two disabled motor 
omnibuses; and whether, as similar 
breakdowns are constantly occurring in 
other parts of the metropolis, he will 
demand that greater care be exercised in 
the licensing of these vehicles so as to 
prevent the dislocation of tratte and the 
inconvenience of the public. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have not seen 
the speech referred to. Perhaps the 
figure quoted includes cases where the 
driver gets down to make temporary 
adjustment. The police have no know- 
ledge of so many omnibuses_ breaking 
down, and if these vehicles had been 
disabled on the scale indicated, it must 
have come under their notice. Great 
care is taken in licensing motor omni 
buses; but in working them the strain 
on the machinery is very great, and it is 
inevitable that a certain number, how- 
ever good when licensed, should get out 
of order from time to time. 


Eart WINTERTON (Sussex Hor 
sham): When a motor bus breaks down, 
do the police take note of it ! 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Yes, Sir. 
2U 2 
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Isle of Man Excursion Steamers, 

Mr. McLAREN (Staffordshire, W.) : | 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade whether he is aware that on 
the 15th instant the boats “ Ben 
Machree” and “La Marguerite,” carry- 
ing large numbers of passengers from 
the Isle of Man to Liverpool, began 
to race on approaching port and came 
within a few feet of one another ; and 
whether, in view of the fact that a 
collision’ was narrowly averted, he will 
take steps to put a stop to this 
dangerous practice. 


Questions. 


THE PRESIDENT oF tHe BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. CuurcuHiLl, Dundee): 
Yes, Sir. My attention has been called 
to the matter to which my hon friend 
refers, and I have communicated with 
the owners of both vessels concerned. I 
trust that no further ground for com- 
plaint will arise, but any instance of 
improper navigation which infringes the 
collision regulations will be severely dealt 
with, 


Port of London Inquiry. 

Mr. FELL: I beg to ask the President 
of the Board of Trade what has been the 
cost to date of the inquiry into the Port 
of London Bill before the Committee, 
and how much more will it probably cost ; 
from what source this sum will be paid, 
and if the capital of the dock trust is to 
be inflated or watered by the amount 
of these expenses; and how much the 
port dues will have to be increased to 
pay the additional interest charge 
involved. 


Mr. CHURCHILL : It is not possible 
to state at present the cost of the pro- 
ceedings before the Joint Committee on 
the Port of London Bill. It is provided 
by the Bill that all costs incurred by the 
Board of Trade in connection with the 
preparing, applying for, obt.ining and 
passing of the Act shall be repaid to the 
3oard by the port authority. This is in 
accordance with the usual practice. It is 
not anticipated that the payment of these 
sums will have any appreciable effect on 
the amount of port dues, or that they 
will amount to anything approaching the 
cost that would have been incurred had 
the docks been purchased by arbitration. 


Mr. FELL: Does not the cost exceed 
£100,000 2 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: I canadd nothing 


to my Answer. 


London Traffic Commission Report, 

Sir HENRY KIMBER (Wandsworth) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade whether there is any intention 
on the part of the Government to take 
any action on the recommendations of the 


Royal Commission on London traffic, 
appointed five years ago: 
Mr. CHURCHILL: The Board of 


Trade have constituted a special branch 
to deal with matters relating to London 
trattic. This branch is at present engaged 
in preparing a Report on the whole 
subject, bringing up to date, so far as 
far as possible the information collected 
by the Royal Commission on London 
traftic. This report will shortly be com- 
pleted and His Majesty’s Government 
will then be in a better position to deter: 
mine what further action if any it is 
expedient and practicable to take. 


Meat Trade Inquiry. 

Mr. WATT: I beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade with reference 
to the appointment of a Departmental 
Committee to inquire into the prices of 
meat in this Country, whether he will 
have a representative from Scotland on 
that Committee. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: As I have already 
stated in reply to questions on this sub- 
ject, I am reluctant to add to the numbers 
of the Committee by the appointment of 
representatives of special interests or 
views. In those cireumstances, especially 
as the reference to the Committee does 
not extend to recommendations affecting 
the conditions of the Importation ot 
Cattle, I do not, as at present advised, 
think it necessary to include a representa- 
tive of Scotland among the Members. 


*Mr. WATT : How many business men 
are there on the Committee, and if none 
will he see his way to appoint one ! 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Mr. Weddell, a 
very distinguished gentleman connected 
with the meat trade but having no 
personal interest, has already been ap- 
pointed. 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Trade n 
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reference to the constitution of the Com- | 


mittee appointed to inquire into the 
general supply, distribution, and price of 
meat in the United Kingdom, whether 
he has taken into consideration the views 
of the noble Lord the Member for Maryle- 
bone on the subject, when asking him to 
act as chairman of the proposed Com- 
mittee ; and whether he will consider the 
advisability of appointing representatives 
of agricultural constituencies on the 
Committee. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: In answer to the 
first part of the hon. Member’s Question 
l have to say that I have considered to 
the hest of my ability all the qualifications 
of the noble Lord the Member for Maryle- 
bone to preside over an inquiry of this 
character. With regard to the second 
part of the hon. Member’s question, the 
reference to the Committee does not in- 
clude inquiry into matters relating to 
diseases of animals in the United King- 
dom or into the conditions of the importa- 
tion of live cattle from abroad and | 
not under the circumstances think it 
necessary to include in its numbers 
representatives of agricultural 
stituencies, 


do 


con- 


The All-Red Route. 


Mr. MCHUGH (Sligo, N.): I beg to 
ask the Postmaster-General whether his 
attention has been drawn to a resolution 
recently adopted by the Canadian 
Government endorsing the resolution of 
the Colonial Conference in reference to an 
All-Red Route; has His Majesty’s 
Government concluded its negotiations 
with the Governments of Canada, New 
Zealand, and Australia as to subsidising 
the proposed All-Red Route ; is he aware 
that all sections of Irish Parliamentary 
representatives are in favour of including 
Ireland in the proposed scheme, and will 
he state what is the present position in 
regard to negotiations with Colonial 
Governments ; an! what are the inten- 
tions of His Majesty’s Government in 
reference to this matter. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have been 
asked by my right hon. friend to reply 
to this Question. My attention has been 
called to reports of the resolution referred 
to, but Iam not in a position to add any- 
thing to the statements which have been 
already made to the House by the Prime 
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Minister and other Members of His 


Majesty’s Government. 


Severn Foreshore. 

Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire): I beg to ask the President of the 
Local Government Board, in view of the 
decision in the case of Lord Fitzhardinge 
v. Purcell, 1908, 2 Ch. 139, that a private 
title had been proved to part of the 
foreshore of the Severn and that the 
public have no rights in respect of that 
foreshore except such as are incident to 
navigation, whether that foreshore is 
taken account of in the valuation list for 
rating purposes; if so, whether it is 
valued separately or is included with the 
adjacent property, and at what amount 
it is valued or what proportion of the 
valuation of the property as a whole is 
attributable to it. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. JoHNn 
Burns, Battersea): I have made inquiry 
on this subject, and am informed that 
the foreshore affected by the decision in 
Lord Fitzhardinge v. Purcell is mostly 
situate in the Unions of Dursley and 
Wheatenhurst. According to the in- 
formation I have at present received, it 
is not assessed for rating purposes in 
either union. 


Mr. DUNDAS WHITE: Was it 


assessed at all for rating purposes ’ 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I 
I may say that the hon. Member for 
Cambridge has presented me with a 
handsomely bound volume containing a 
report of the case, and I hope to read 
it in the holidays. 


cannot say. 


Shoeburyness Foreshore. 

Mr. DUNDAS WHITE: I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board, with reference to the estate of 
about 890 acres of foreshore at Shoebury- 
ness, recently purchased by the War Office 


‘for £5,500, what was taken as the annual 
| value of that estate for rating purposes 





at the time of the purchase ; or, if that 
estate formed part of a larger subject, by 
how much the annual value for rating of 
that larger subject has been reduced in 
consequence of the severance of that part. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I am informed 
that up to the present time the foreshore in 
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question has not been assessed for rating 
purposes. I understand, however, that 
the valuer of the Guardians of the 
Rochford Union, in which it is situate, 
is in communication with the Treasury 
valuer as to the assessment of this and 
other parts of the foreshore belonging to 
the War Department. 


Questions. 


Motor Competitions on Public Roads. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON: I beg 
to ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his attention has 
been drawn to the conviction for dangerous 
driving through Croydon of one of the 
competitors in a motor-cycle race from 
London to Edinburgh; and whether, in 
the interests of the public safety and 
to relieve the pressure on the police, he 
is prepared to take steps to make all such 
competitions on public roads illegal. , 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: Probably my hon. 
friend refers to the conviction at Chester- 
le-Street of one of the competitors in a 
motor car run from London to Edinburgh. 
He came from Croydon. Some informa- 
tion about the case has been supplied to 
me since the Question appeared on the 
Paper. I think these competitions on 
public roads are much to be deprecated, 
and I will bear in mind the suggestion 
which my hon. friend makes with regard 
to them. 


Driffield Guardians Vaccination Contract. 
Mr. FERENS (Hull, E.) : I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board if his attention has been directed 
to the recent action of the guardians of 
the Drittield Union in determining their 
vaccination contract with Dr. Brand, 
solely in consequence of his resignation of 
his office as district medical ofticer ; and 
if he has sanctioned the utilising of 
emoluments, arising from the office of 
public vaccinator, as an inducement to 
Poor Law medical officers to accept low 
salaries and aliowances for supplies of 
medicines, surgical appliances, and dress- 
ings, visits, and consultations in their 
treatment of sick poor parish patients. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: My attention 
has been called to this matter. I have 
not expressed any approval of the 
principle referred to in the last part 
of the Question. It was, however, com- 
petent for the guardians to determine 
the vaccination contract if they thought 
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| fit to do sc, without any sanction on my 
part. 


Motor Car Dust Nuisance. 

Mr. HERBERT: I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government Board 
whether he will consider the advisability 
of making regulations, under Section 6 
of The Locomotives on Highways Act, 
1896, prescribing a minimum height from 
the ground for the bodies of motor cars, 
with a view to abating the dust nuisance. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The suggestion 
is generally similar to that which was 
made in the Question put to me by my 
hon. friend the Member for Orkney and 
Shetland on the 13th instant. As [ then 
stated, I will take note of it, but I am 
not sanguine that it will be possible to 
adopt it. 


Disclosure of Official Information. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): I beg to ask the Vice-President 
of the Department of Agriculture (Ireland) 
whether he is aware that recently an 
extract from a Treasury Minute of 1875, 
against the divulging of official information, 
was circulated amongst the ofticials of the 
Department ; and whether this was done 
by his authority ; and, if so, will he say 
to what cause the revival of this Minute 
was due. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool, 
Exchange, for Mr. T. W. Russe.) : The 
Minute referred to was circulated by my 
right hon. friend’s special directions for 
reasons which appeared to him to render 
that course desirable. In my right hon. 
friend’s opinion, the present Question 
illustrates the necessity for the adoption 
of that course. 


Mr. DELANY: Does the right hon 
Gentleman hold that an M.P. should not 
have access to a Department which 
spends so much of the taxpayer's 
money ! 


Mr. CHERRY: The objection is to 
the statf of the Department giving 
confidential information. 


Irish Department of Agriculture Official 
Salaries. 


Mr DELANY: I beg to ask the 
Vice-President of the Department of 
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Agriculture (Ireland) whether, since 
the money for the payment of the officials 
of his Department is voted by this 


House, he can state the grounds which | 


commended themselves to the Treasury 


and the Department for increasing the | 


salaries of the three chief officials of the 
Department’s veterinary branch, by a sum 
amounting in the aggregate to £350 ; 
whether he can also state how many of 
the assistant clerks of the veterinary 
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Mr. ASQUITH: The Secretary for 
Scotland will, before the House adjourns 
for the recess, introduce a Bill to prohibit 
in English and Irish ports what is already 
prombited in Scottish ports—namely, 
the landing or sale of fish caught by 
trawling in prohibited areas of the sea 
adjacent to the coast of Scotland. It is 
hoped that this measure may provide an 

| effectual remedy for the difficulty which 
exists in relation to these waters. 


branch are eligible for promotion to the 


Second Division, and why they are 
denied the right of entrance thereto; 
and whetber he will see that no further 
promotions of the higher officials of the 
veterinary branch will be made till the 
claims of the subordinate gentlemen are 
duly dealt with. 


Mr. CHERRY: My right hon. friend 
has nothing to add to the Answers which 
he has given to the hon. Member's 
previous Questions on this subject. 


Canadian Cattle Imports. 

Mr CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Prime Minister if his attention 
has been directed to the fact that, since 
the last Colonial Conference, when the 
question of the unrestricted importation 
of Canadian cattle was discussed at no 
great length, no representations have 
been made by the Canadian Government 
to His Majesty’s Government with 
reference to the subject ; and if, in view 
of the dangerous infectious diseases 
existent in America, he will not propose 
any modification of the existing law 
unless such modification is accompanied 
by the stringent quarantine regulations 
in force in America and Europe. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 


LORD or tHE TREASURY (Mr. 
ASQUITH, Fifeshire, E.): There is no 
present intention of proposing any 


legislation in regard to this matter. 


Illegal Trawling in the Moray Firth. 
Mr, SUTHERLAND: I beg to ask 
the Prime Minister whether, in view of 
the dissatisfaction along the East Coast 
of Scotland in connection with existing 
conditions regarding fishing in the Moray 
Firth, the Government would consider 
the advisability of urging negotiations 
with foreign Powers with the object of 


bringing the present unsatisfactory state | 


of affairs to an end. 


Natal Act of Indemnity. 

Mr. MACKARNESS: I beg to ask 
the Prime Minister whether, in view 
of the fact that martial law was pro- 
claimed and has been maintained in 
| Zululand in opposition to the views of 
His Majesty’s Government, and consider- 
ing the purposes for which it has been 
used in connection especially with the 
arrest, imprisonment, and trial of 
Dinizulu, it is the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to advise that 
the sanction of the Crown be given to 
the Act of Indemnity recently passed 
by the Legislature of Natal. 


Mr. ASQUITH: My hon. friend will 
state the views of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in the course of the debate on the 
Colonial Vote this afternoon. 


Land Law (Ireland) Acts. 

Mr. McHUGH (Sligo, N.): I beg to 
ask the Prime Minister whether, in view 
of the promise conveyed in the King’s 
Speech at the opening of the present 
session that a measure would be intro- 
duced to amend the Land Law (Ireland) 
Acts, and of the dissatisfaction prevail- 
ing in Ireland at the failure of the 
(sovernment to carry out its promise in 
this regard, he will, with a view to 
preventing unrest and disturbance in 
Ireland, state what are the present 
intentions of His Majesty’s Government 
on this matter, 


Mr. ASQUITH: My right hon. friend 
the Chief Secretary for Ireland has more 
than once stated that it is the intention 
of the Government to introduce in the 
coming autumn a measure dealing with 
congestion in Ireland—that is still our 
intention. The Report of the Royal 
Commission is at present under con- 
sideration with that object. My right 
| hon. friend has not had sufficient time, 
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since the Report was received, to formu- 
late the necessary legislation for dealing 
with a matter of so much importance. 


Mr. WILLIAM O’BRIEN (Cork): 
Will the Bill deal generally with the 


question of land purchase ! 


Mr. ASQUITH: I prefer to reserve 
my reply to that till the autumn. 


Government Army Policy. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister, in view of the changes 
in the Government, whether they adhere 
to the statement of policy of the Secre- 
tary of State for War in the city of 
Jondon on 4th January 1906, prior to 
the general election, when he announced 
that the Prime Minister and _ the 
Cabinet as a whole had given him a free 
hand in reference to the Army, and that 
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman — laid 
such stress on efficiency that, if necessary, 
the Government was prepared to find 
more men and more money for the 


Army. 
Me. ASQUITH: If my hon. frend 


will refer to the speech of the Secretary 
of State for War on the occasion in 
question, he will find that he said that 
while the policy was as stated in the 
Question, he was not at all sure that it 
would necessitate the finding of either 
more money or more men My right 
hon. friend is of opinion that in this 
respect his antic.pations have been well 
founded. 


THE SPEAKER AND Mr. SWIFT 
MACNEILL. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.), referring to the action of Mr. Speaker 
in stopping him putting a Question in 
which he applied the term “illegal” to 
certain proceedings on the part of the 
Natal Government, asked Mr. Speaker if 
he would lay down how far the term was 
to he barred. Did it imply or infer a 
rule that the term was not to be used in 
reference to the administration of Colonies 
having responsible Government ! 


Mr. SPEAKER: When I stopped the 
hon. Member yesterday he had not com- 
pleted his Question ; but, when he had 
reached a point imputing illegality to the 
Natal Government, I thought it was time 
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to intervene. It seems to me that it is 
undesirable, by means of a supplementary 
question, to make observations of that 
kind which are very much resented by the 
Government to whom they apply. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I want to 
guard against any restriction on absolute 
freedom of discussion in ordinary debates 
in this House in reference to the internal 
administration of Natal. 


SUMMARY JURISDICTION (IRELAND) 
BILL. 


Lords’ Amendments to be considered 
To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 
345. | 


PUBLIC OFFICES SITES 


BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments to be considered 
To-morrow, and to be printed. — [Bill 
346. | 


(EXTENSION) 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (SUPPLY). 
Ordered, “ That on this day, notwith 
standing anythng in Standing Order 
No. 15, Business other than Business of 
Supply may be taken before Eleven of 
the Clock.” —(M/r. Secretary Haldane). 


SUPPLY [19TH ALLOTED Day). 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee). 
[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in theChair.] 


CIVIL SEKVICES ESTIMATES, 1908-9. 
Ciass IL. 

1. Motion made, and Question pro- 
posed, “That a sum, not exceeding 
£31,450, be granted to His Majesty, to 
complete the sum necessary to defray the 
Charge which will come in course of pay- 
ment during the year ending on the 31st 
day of March, 1909, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Department of His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, including a grant in aid of cer- 
tain expenses connected with emigra- 
tion.” 


*Mr. LYTTELTON (St. George's, Han- 


over Square) said that South Africa was 
the centre of interest in Colonial matters ; 
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chiefly to South African subjects, he had 
a word or two to say in the first 
instance on a matter relating to the 
opium traffic, which, unless it was 
cautiously handled by the Government, 
might bring us trouble in our great 
Eastern Dependencies. In discussing 
the Resolution of the House for the dis- 
couragement of the opium traffic, it was 
presumed by everyone who took part in 
that debate that any action taken by the 
Government woud be deliberate and 
cautious, and in particular that they 
would seek to enlist the co-operation ot 
the authorities of the various Colonies 
concerned. Unless he was misinformed, 
there had be na grievous departure from 
that wholesome rule in Hong kong, and 
asimilar disposition seemed to be likely 


in regard to the Straits Settlements. 
The Legislative Council in Crown 


Colonies consisted of official and unofficial 
members. The latter were a kind of 
advisory council in a permanent minority 
but their advice was extremely valuable. 
It was axiomatic at the Colonial Office 
that the utmost consideration should be 
shown to those gentlemen, and that they 
should be consulted on every occasion of 
importance. Such an attitude was pre- 
eminently desirable in the case of the 
juestion of opium. The opium habit had 
wen an engraved habit in the East for 
enturies, and a large portion of the 
revenue of these Colonies was raised 
rom opium. In a matter so delicate, 
therefore, that, he would have 
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@fore taking any 
regard to the matter. 


thought it hardly credible that the 
i vernment should not have consulted 
ihe Leyislative Council of Hong-kong 
specific action in 
He was informed 
‘tas a peremptory telegram was sent by 
fhe Secretary of State on 6th May saying 
0 the Colony of Hong-kong that His 
lajesty’s Government had decided to 
se the opium establishments in Hong- 
song, =That telegram reached Hong- 
‘ug three hours before the statement 
tis made public in the House of Com- 
uns, and therefore before any informa- 
tn Was vouchsafed to the Colony on the 
hatter. Absolutely no previous consulta- 
wn had taken place, so far as he was 
tiormed, and no opinion taken of the 
embers of the Legislative Council 

iturally this exeited a great deal of 
itling amongst the members of that 
ily. They moved and voted for a! 
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ment for that very high-handed pro- 


ceeding. He hoped there would be 
;some explanation given of this pro- 


ceeding, because, in his opinion, it 
was calculated rather to hinder than 
advance the object—the reduction in 
the consumption of opium. There was 
another matter which he thought would 
interest the late Under-Secretary more 
than the present, because it referred 
to some sarcastic comments which he 
made with regard to a certain concession 
that had been made in the pearl fisheries 
of Ceylon. The late Under-Secretary, 
who, if he might say so, was the youngest 
and most inexperienced of any official 
who had had any dealing with this sub- 
ject at all, selected and identified himself 
as the only person among the officials to 
condemn that particular concession. His 
ground was—and he was good enough 
to absolve him (Mr. Lyttelton) from 
any fraud in the matter—but his 
ground of condemnation was that this was 
not a speculative but a very valuable and 
stable undertaking, and that therefore 
the Ceylon Government had acted very 
wrongly in parting for twenty years with 
the pearl fisheries. For 100 years the 
profits had averaged £10,000 a year. 
There had been sometimes years with- 
out a pearl being taken at all; on other 
occasions the profits had been very large. 
The Government did not like tospend their 
revenue upon so unstable a product, and ac- 
cordingly they thought it desirable to put 
the matter upon a pre per footing. The fish- 
eries were therefore leased to a compiny 
for twenty years at a rental of £20,000 a 
year, and there was an obligation on the 
part of the concessionaires to spend 
3,000,000 rupees on the development of 
the fisheries during the period of the 
concession. At the end of that time the 
Government were to resume possession. 
If, therefore, the large expenditure 
was successful the Government would 
have the results of that success, and if it 
was a failure the company would have to 
bear the expense. It might be thouzht 
that that was not altogether a_ bad 
arrangement, but the late Under-Secre- 
tary, cheered by the reflection that the 
company had an extremely good first 
year, spoke in very opprobrious terms 
of the wisdom of the grant, but un- 
fortunately he forgot that time some- 
times brought correction even to the 
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youngest of them. This vear the com- 
pany was in the position of having to pay 
the Government £20,000 to execute 
150,000 rupees worth of development 
work, while they had not been able to 
recover a single pearl. He thought 
that was worth mentioning. 

Passing to the position of affairs in the 
Transvaal, he said that the minority 
there had borne themselves like men in 
the last two years. There had been no 
unmanly laments as to the consequences 
of the action that had been taken; they 
had courageously and toughly accepted | 
that which was inevitable. He ad- | 
mitted that after self-government was | 
granted they were bound not to indulge | 
in any factious criticism nor to embitter 
feeling by any partisan comment. At | 
the same time he utterly repudiated | 
the indolent and pusillanimous counsel | 
that, in the circumstances which existed | 
in the Transvaal and River 
Colony, they were entitled to absolve 
themselves from all criticism, to shut 
their eves, and to say lazily after all 
the sacrifices which our fellow-subjects 
had made and the immense financial | 
aid this country had given them, that | 
these Colonies were immune from all | 
criticisr beca:se they had _ self-govern- 
ment. On the contrary, the condition | 
of these Colonies and the financial 
obligations we had undertaken not only | 
entitled Parliament to exercise, but 
demanded from them an unceasing vigi- 
lance and also criticism where it could 
be honestly made and where it was sin- | 
cerely felt. There were some features | 
of the situation in the Transvaal to 
which he thought thev were all entitled to 
look with satisfaction. The great fabric 
that had been erected by the labours 





Orange 





| 
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and genius of Lord Milner’ anc 
his colleagues after the war in 
the main stood. That fabric included 


the railways, the roads, the bridges, 
public works, schools, municipal self- 
government, a system of education 
which needed only wise and _ tolerant 
administration, a of law  re- 
modelled to bring the Colony 
fully up to every modern need, a judiciary 
equal to ary in the Empire over seas, 
a ‘scientific system of agriculture which, 
by the assent of the Dutch and the 
British, had done great good in bringing 
classes together, in improving agriculture 


Mr. Littelton 


svstem 


SO as 
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in the Colony, and in increasing its pro- 
ductiveness. There was also a progress 
towards unification of the Colony, g 
progress which had been recognised by 
General Botha as being largely due to 
the results of the war. That unifiea- 
tion was furthered by the Progressive 
Party in South Africa. He thought 
they were entitled to congratulate them, 
and to congratulate the country upon 
the progress that had been made towards 
it. Let those who had denounced the 
war from the beginning permit him to 
read a passage from a speech by General 
Botha. He said 

“If we go back into the history of South 
Africa we find that there were not only Colonies 
here, but also republics, and as long as there 
was more than one flag, it was impossible to 
think of a united South Africa. The dissension 
which has existed in the past has led to serious 
difficulties. We know that it has led to diffi. 
culties between the Colonies and the republics, 
and has led to one of the most bloody wars that 
Africa has ever seen. . . . Before the 
war was over it was impossible to think of a 
united South Africa.” 
They might congratulate Lord Milner 
and those who supported the war at the 
time on the fact that such an autho- 
ritv should have uttered so striking a 
statement. He might say parenthetie- 
ally that the main source of difficulty 
which he anticipated in the future in 
respect of the problem of unification 
warmed 


was one about which he had 

‘the Government two years ago. It 
was the lowering of manhood suf- 
frage in the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, contrary to all South 
African precedent, with the result 


that when the position of the natives 
came to be discussed in connection with 


the entire subject the only argument 9 
left for those opposed to a native suffrage 
was “your skin is black and the white | 
That was a posi | 
were | 


man’s skin is white.” 


ition of which the Government 


true. Having pointed out some 0} 
° . f 
those matters, which were matters 0 


legitimate congratulation, he was bound § 
to say that there were three main sources j 
of irritation and bitterness which still} 


Africa, and which 
influence of — the 
to be enlisted to 
was glad to recog 
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in the personnel of the Government 
the same abuse of the British minority 


which they used to have from 
the hon. Member’s predecessor had 
been absent. [MINISTERIAL cries of 


“Withdraw.”’] He was speaking in the 
recollection of the House when he 
declared that on almost every occasion 
vhen South African matters were dis- 


eussel they were prefaced or con- 
cuded by the late Under-Secretary 
by whoops of invective and sarcasm 
more fitted for other assemblies 
than the House of Commons. [Mrnts- 
reRIAL cries of “ No.”’] Then there had 
been—he knew some hon. Gentlemen 


did not like it, but he was going to say 
it—repeated and injurious comments 
made on the system of labour which had 
prevailed in the Transvaal for a number 
of years; and lastly, and most con- 
spicuously, there had been a failure, as he 
rad the difficult and obscure facts, to 
arry oui towards the Civil servants em- 
ploved in the country the honourable 
understandings which they owed to all 
those who served the King in any depart- 
ment. He maintained that the minority 
n South Africa endured the chiefest bur- 
len of the war. They also endured at 
the present moment the heavy taxation 
which was necessary. Seven-eighths of 
the taxation was borne by them. He did 
no think that any candid opponent would 
leny that a heavy strain had been placed 
ipon them when, contrary to the policy 
of the last Government, to the treaty, 
ind to the expressed intentions of many 
uithorities, responsible government was 
santed tothe Colony. He did not go back 
pon that, but he did not think that any 
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indid opponent would deny that a serious 
train was imposed on their cheerful 
wvalty and their temper by the handing 
wer to the custody of a great majority 
i their political opponents the actual 
vernment of the country. He would 
uve thought that every chivalrous 
idversary and every lover of concord 
‘ould have thought them worthy of 
respectful treatment. But far from 
melving respectful treatment these 
‘olonies had received in the House of 
‘omimons jeers and insults. The late 
\uder-Secrotary had delivered speeches 
Containing Many iniurious attacks and 
it had caused them to be circulated in 
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a change 


Pout Africa in official telegrams. It 
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was one of those lucubrations which 
poured suspicion on the voters list, and 
the consequential alteration of the voters’ 
list caused the minority to be a good deal 
smaller than it would have been. [An 
Hon. MemsBer: “No.”’] That, at any 
rate, was the opinion of those on the spot. 
What could be more odious to men of great 
industry and ability doing this work than 
an imputation cast on their good faith ? 
That imputation had never been frankly 
withdrawn by the former Under-Secre- 
tary, notwithstanding the fact that Lord 
Selborne had absolutely denied that 
there was any grounds for suspicion, 
and that the present Under-Secretary was 
good enough to say the Governmeat did 
not associate itself with the imputation. 
There were other matters tending to 
cause exasperation, imputations on the 
good faith of those who managed the 
recruiting of native labour, and reflections 
made, not here, but in South Africa, upon 
the financial administration of the Cro vn 
Colony Government. Perhaps the hon. 
and gallant Gentleman would give some 
information in regard fo this matter. 
It was reported that the Treasurer last 
year had condemned the extravagence 
and incompetency of the Crown Colony 
Government, by alleging that there was 
a large deficit, but it had been pointed 
out by the official audior that the 
deficit had been created by putting a sum 
of £67,000 in the accounts of the f>l'ow- 
ing instead of the current year. He 
would not say that an apology was due, 
but a retractation should be made of 
the statement, because the honour of 
the Crown Colony Government ought to 
be dear to no one more than to the hon. 
and gallant Gentleman who represented 
that Government in this House, and 
who was bound, when an accusation of 
that kind was made, if it were true, to 
call attention to it. He knew that 
offensive imputations of that kind had 
provoked the bitterest feelings in South 
Africa, and had done much to weaken 
the spirit of conciliation which they all 
desired to see in the Colonies. No one 
on the Unionist side ever doubted that 
there wer: mischiefs attendant upon 
indentured labour in South Africa. 
What were the facts about native labour 
at the present moment? What was 
the difference between indentured native 
labour and Chinese labour, about the 
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abolition of which hon. Gentlemen oppo- 
site congratulated themselves so much, 
and asked the country to congratulate 
them ? He would tell the House what 
the condition was now with respect to 
Po: tuguese natives, say, 50 per cent. of 


the native labour employed in the 
Transvaal mines. It was foreign alien 
labour. It was indentured foreign 
labour. It was brought thousands 
oi miles, and from a climate which 
made those who came a_ great deal 
more susceptible to illness than 


Chinamen. These labourers were brought 
without their wives or their families, 
and the arrangements were such that 
there could be no holding of land and 
no holding of property by those who 
came. 


THEUNDER-SECRETARY or STALE 
FOR THE COLONIES (Colonel SEELY, 
Liverpool, Abercromby): Why ? 


—*Mr. LYTTELTON said he would tell 
the hon. Gentleman in a moment. The 
arrangement previded also for the re- 
patriation of the labourer immediately 
his indenture was terminated. The dis- 
ability from holding land arose from the 
fact that the person who was subject 
to the indenture was bound under penal- 
ties to work in the mines for the whole 
period of his indenture, and he was 
obliged to return to his own country 
at the end of it. The recruiter was 
bound to effect and defray the cost of 
repatriation in accordance with the 
obligations undertaken by him. The 
native was under an obligation to return 
to Portuguese territory immediately the 
period of his contract was ended unle.s 
he effected a re-engagement. He quite 
agreed that, in the absence of an Ordi- 
nance, there was no opportunity com- 
pulsorily to exercise the provisions of 
that contract. But Lord Selborne had 
stated explicitly that the Gove n> ent 
we-e bound in honour not to countenance 
the settling of Portuguese natives in the 
Transvaal. What occurred was_ this, 
The Foreign Office had made an arrange- 
ment with the Portuguese authorities 
by which the system of indenture was 
permitted on condition that the Portu- 
guese natives should spend the money 
they had earned in Portuguese territory. 
Not merely -were we bound in honour 


Mr. Lyttelton. 
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to fulfil that obligation ; but, if it were 
not fulfilled, the arrangement would be 
at once terminated. 


CoLoNnEL SEELY : It is not fulfilled, 


*Mr. LYTTELTON said it might not 
be fulfilled in every But the 
Government had bound themselves to 
fulfilit, and if they did not, the Portuguese 
Government had a grievance against 
them, not merely because of an obligation 
of honour unfulfilled, but because of 
an actual injury done. If the Under 
Secretary did not value his opinion in 
regard to the character of this indentured 
native labour let him listen to the opinion 
of his great friend Mr. Cresswell, whose 
sincerity had never been controverted. 
That gentleman in a Report on the subject 
of native labour in the mines, after giving 
figures in regard to the natives imported 


case. 


into te Transvaal, said— 
“It is clear from these figures that so far 
as the Transvaal is concerned the supply of 1 


indigenous cheap coloured labour is wholly in- 
sufficient for the carrying on of the mining 


industry, and that the great mass of coloured I 
labour employed upon the mines has to k [ 
obtained from outside its borders. The supply Pl 


is, therefore, not a natural supply, indigenous § ; 
to the Colony; it is not even a 1atural supply 
Py . ¢ a6 i. Ser . ¢ y 
indigenous to British South Africa. So faras § " 


the natives imported from outside British J t 
South Africa are concerned, constituting 4 § ¢| 
further 41 per cent. of the coloured labour y 


force, these consist for the most part of East 
Coast natives, whose importation is dependent 
on arrangements between this country and the J & 














Portuguese authorities. The continuance of @ ¢| 
these arrangements on our side depends, @ ,, 
among other things, upon the view being up. 9. 
held, that while it is undesirable, and has been J" 
made unlawful, to import indentured alien Wal 
coloured labour—from China—it is beneficial @ yy 
and deserving of State help to do so overland J _ 





—from adjacent territories in Africa. In the 






opinion of the Commission, the imported "+ 
Portuguese East African offers no advantages 9 li 
to the country, from a social or economic point in: 
of view, more than the imported Chinese coolie he 





work 


ao 





did. Both fill the place of, and 
which would otherwise be done by white men. § 
Both take out of the country a large proportion § 
of the wages fund which ought to be spent 
in the country by a resident industrial popula: 
tion, thereby stimulating the prosperity an¢ 
development of the country. There remains § 
the 17 per cent. of the coloured labour force | 
recruited in British South Africa, and the >| 
per cent. recruited in the Transvaal. 
There they had the opinion of the greatest 
opponent of Chinese labour, given after 
months of investigation, that the differ- 
ence between Chinese labour and the 
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native labour, upon which hon. Gentle- 
men opposite were always congratulating 
themselves, was the difference between 
bringing indentured alien coloured labour 
overseas and bringing black labour over 
land. Perhaps the subtlety of hon. 
Gentlemen opposite might be able to see 
some essential difference ; he confessed 
he was unable to do so. The mischiefs 
such as they were attendant upon inden- 
tured labour arose from the settled deter- 
mination of every white man’s community 
in the world, in which there was a great 
preponderance of native labour, not to 
take anv part in the work done by the 
lowest class of coloured labour. If they 
looked into the matter with a candid mind 
they would find that the mischief existed 
with regard to natives who were brought 
thousands of miles overland as well as 
with regard to those brought from China ; 
and the one serious and lamentable differ- 
ence was that the death-rate in the case of 
the former was two or three times what it 
was in the case of the latter. He came 
now to the third cause of exasperation, the 
retrenched Transvaal officials who had 
been employed when the Transvaal was 
a Crown Colony. He admitted that the 
facts were very difficult to get at, but 
many of those to whom notice of re- 
trenchment had been given believed 
themselves to be dependent, first on His 
Majesty's Government and, perhaps, in 


a second degree on the Transvaal 
Government, for standing between 
them and absolute ruin. Naturally 


enough they were timid as to giving 
information. He did not wish to, and he 


q did not believe that anyone would for a 


moment, impute to the present Govern- 
ment that they would bear hardly 
against any man whose name Was 


WBuentioned in a debate like this, or who 
mic point x 


made any complaint as to the wrongs 
he believed that he had suffered. The 


@psition was this. Nobody denied that 


there was and had been a need of re- 
tenchment ; but the Civil servants in 
the Transvaal were given to understand 
that when they took that position—of 
course at that time the rule was that of a 
frown Colony—that at any rate the rule 
of Great Britain in South Africa was 
wing to last much longer than it actually 
did. They were assured by Sir Arthur 
lawley on Ist December, 1905, that— 

is Many of them had acquired vested rights, 
tat the country was under obligation to them, 
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and that he had sufficient confidence in his 
countrymen that these obligations would be 
fulfilled.” 

Lord Se!borne, at a meeting of the 
Intercolonial Council on 30th May, 
1906, said of the constabulary— 

“It would be quite impossible to ask the 
existing officers and men to accept reductions 
in their pay and allowances and not, at the 
same time, to fulfil those hopes which had 
always been admitted and encouraged, that the 
South African constabulary would one day 
be a permanent police force and their services 
pensionable.” 

Sir Richard Solomon, acting Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of the Transvaal, at the 
Legislative Council on 25th May, 1906, 
said in no less strong terms— 

* This session gives the present Government 
its last opportunity of redeeming its pledges 
to the Civil servants, and of that opportunity 
it intends to avail itself. An ordinance regulat- 
ing the pensions of officers of the service will, 
therefore, be introduced, substantially based 
on the recommendations of the Public Service 
Commission, to which I believe no possible 
objection will be taken by any section of the 
people of this Colony. I wish it clearly to be 
understood that the Government _ ficmly 
believes that the new Parliament of the Trans- 
vaal under responsible Government would 
deal fairly with the Civil servants of this Colony, 
and it would with the greatest confidence leave 
any legislation relating to the sfatus and pen- 
sions of Civil servants to such Parliament ; 
but it feels that it cannot honourably leave the 
pledges it gave to these Civil servants any 
longer unfulfilled, especially in view of the fact 
that the principles on which the legislation 
will be based will have been decided by an 
independent Commission, whose personne! has 
been approved by the people of this country.” 


The opportunity was not taken and 
there were now scores of Civil servants 
who were being retrenched without 
pensions. He inferred—of course, he had 
never seen the report—from a letter that 
Sir West Ridgeway had written and 
which appeared in The Times that he had 
reported so as jealously to safeguard 
the rights of the Civil servants. If that 
were so, it would only be candid if the 
Government would tell the Committee 
what the facts were, what they had 
done in order to fulfil the three separate 
promises which had been given, afterwards 
confirmed by the West Ridgeway Com- 
mission. He did not intend to weary the 
Committee with a long list of names, 
but those who had acquainted them- 
selves with this subject of retrenchment 
knew that many British officers and 
officials in the Transvaal had been re- 
trenched and replaced by Dutchmen. 
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Supply. 
He might mention the cases of Colonel 
Curtis and Colonel O’Brien, the heads of 
both police forces who had had eight 
years of honourable service. These dis- 
tinguished men were replaced by a 
gentleman by the name of Papenfus, who 
had had no active service in the police, 
and the outcry against whose appoint- 
ment out there as well as here was so 
acute that he learned a day or two ago 
that that gentleman had resigned. 
CotonEL SEELY: He 
appointed temporarily. 


was only 


*Mr. LYTTELTON said he was quite 
aware that he had been replaced, but 
he was not aware that his appointment 
was temporary. Then there was the 
case of Dr. Sansome, a gentleman who 
had rendered eminent services in the 
Medical Department of the mines, and 
during the course of whose service in 
Lord Milner’s time and afterwards had 
been able to reduce the death-rate 
amongst the natives by at least 50 per 
cent. Two persons had been appointed 
in his place, but he did not gather that 


there had been any reduction in the 
cost of the Department. Then there 
was the case of Mr. Thornton, the 


General Superintendent to the Victoria 
Hospital, whose dismissal could not 
be looked upon with other than 
grave indignation by those who valued 
the honour of this country; and the 
cases of the three magistrates, Major 
Bolton, who had filled his office of resident 
magistrate at Pietersburg for five vears 
with conspicuous success, and who had 
given up the prospect of commanding 


his regiment to join the service ; Major 
McInerney, the resident magistrate 
at Barberton, Mr. Rolleston, resident 
magistrate at Lichtenburg, and others. 
He did not wish to assume that all 


the facts in favour of the case which 
he was putting before the Committee 
were absolutely correct in every detail. 
He frankly admitted that he had found 
it impossible accurately to inform him- 
self, except in a few instances, of all 
the details. He did not think he would 
be justified in asking the Committee 
to draw the inference which he had 
drawn if it were not for the fact that 
new circumstances had occurred since the 
time that he and the hon. Member for 
Mr. Lyttelton, 


{COMMONS} 





Supply. 


1256 
Gravesend had brought this subject 
before the House of Commons op 
previous occasion. The position they 
taken up by the Government in regarj 
to it seemed a very strong one, It was 
said that Lord Milner himself had pointed 
out the necessity for considerable yp- 
trenchment, and that many of the 
retrenchments had been made unde 
the advice of a distinguished Indian 
Civil servant, Mr. Marriss, who had been 
appointed by the late Crown Colony 
to superintend the reconstruction of 
the Transvaal Civil Service. But these 
pleas were no longer open, for on 15th 
May, 1908, Mr. Marriss wrote to the 
Transvaal Government in these terms— 
* T have decided with reluctance to ask you 
Government relieve me from my > 
appointment under it, in connection with the 
public service reorganisation. I do not feel 
that retrenchments and appointments are being 
made in such a way that I can remain associated 
with them. I will send you a further memo 
andum on the subject, and need not go int 
details now. I place myself in your hands 
regards the actual date of my departure. |: 
may be convenient that [ should wait a few® , 
days to finish half-completed proposals, and t 
the time to decide 


to present 


what 


give Government 

arrangements, if any, it will make to carry ; 
the work. But I do not propose to undertake Mf 1 
any fresh work, and should be glad to leat 
as soon as it is convenient. 


A valuable authority speaking withi ; 
respect to the manner in which the ; 
grievances were to be redressed, said , 




























that a Bill was before the Transvaall , 
Parliament to enable the Government + 
of the colony to make the appointments 
to the Civil Service exactly as thevi} } 
pleased. There was no provision fom } 
entrance examinations, and it wal] Gg 
truly affirmed that if that policy waslj ¢, 
carried out it might be said with 
perfect accuracy that there would bag y 
no test at all of the ability of the mem } 
to be appointed to the Civil Served tj 
in the Transvaal: and that the Govem## iy 
ment would not be able to resist thé y 
pressure put upon them by their supg al 
porters for appointments. ‘Two yealf] q 
ago, it was pointed out in tha g 
frankest possible manner that thea D; 
spoils should be given to the victors ay 
He thought he had shown the Gover] do 
ment the facts of the case, but he api go 
pealed with all the earnestness in li ( 
power to hon. Gentlemen opposite 2 th 
to assume the facts as he had state ;, 
them, but to influence the Governmell] ,,. 
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to have an inquiry by three men of} a humane and an expedient thing to do. 
impartiality from this country, who They had also acted legally in putting 
would go into the facts, and who would | Dinizulu through a long preliminary 
sav whether the case, which rested on | examination. A Statute had been 
the very strong prima facie grounds put | passed by the House authorising them 
before the House, was one which did not |to do it. He spoke with diffidence, 
mark the action which should be taken | for there were lawvers present who 
by His Majesty’s Government. He} would correct him if he was wrong, 
was extremely sorry to detain the House | but he thought that even in this country 
so long, but there had been no oppor- | there had been occasions in which two 
tunity of discussing these matters at all| or three months had_ been spent in 
this session. The only discussion of | preliminary investigations in important 
the affairs of Natal in which thev had | cases. 

engaged in that House was aff orde'l of what 

he thought, was the most exasperating| Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 
form of controversy, namely, by Questions | bury): Without formulating a definite 
put to the Government by zealots below | charge Q 

the gangway. In this controversy it | 

should be remembered that our *Mr. LYTTELTON said he did not 
policy had added to the work of the|think that was quite the point. The 
Natal Government the very forraidable | arrest took place under a warrant or 
problem of Zululand as well as the very | under an information in this country, 
formidable problem with respect to | but frequently the result of a preliminary 
natives in their own territory. Natal was | investigation was an indictment to be 
asmall Colony with honourable traditions, | made of entirely different character 
and in the humanity of whose rulers he | from the cause of the original warrant. 
had the most implicit confidence. This | Now the length of time required for 
controversVv, so far as he was able | the purposes of the law was about 
to judge, had gathered round four | double what was needed in this country. 
principal points. One was the arrest 
by a strong force of the Chief Dini- 


The distances in Zululand were enormous. 
The difficulty of finding the witnesses was 
miu; the second was the proclama- | exceedingly great, as was also the amount 
tion of martial law ; the third was the | of time occupied in bringing them up to 
question of the prolongation of the | Court. The Attornev-General had also 
preliminary examination of Dinizulu; and | distinctly stated that he regarded it as 
the fourth was the question of Dinizulu’s | jn the interests of the prisoner, that 
salary. Speaking entirely for himself, | every fact to be relied upon at the trial 
he thought we were in this difficulty. | should be given notice of to him and his 
We were bound to believe that the Nata! | advisers in the preliminary exam‘nation. 
Government were acting with reasonable | [t was stated that the view which 
cause. At the same time we were|the Attorney-General had taken had 
bound by all our honourable traditions | met with the approbation of those 
to presume the innocence of a man until| who defended Dinizulu. Although it 
he was found guilty. These two posi-| was natural that comment should 
tions were extremely difficult to reconcile | have been made on the length of time 
in discussing this matter, and the House | occupied, yet on reviewing the circum- 
would bear with him if he might seem not | stances in comparison with our own 
ilways satisfactorily to recognise them. | system, which, of course. possessed 
He was bound to assume that the Natal | facilities infinitelv creater for ensuring 
tovernment had good cause for arresting | speed, he doubted whether any just 
Dinizulu; he was glad to assume it, | condemnation could be cast on the Natal 
ind he could assure them he would not | Government in respect of this delay. He 
lo so unless he thought that they had | gig not pass any opinion in regard to the 
food cause. He thought that the Natal | circumstances in which martial law was 
‘overnment were absolutely right, i proclaimed, but he was entitled to say 
they undertook that step, to use a force | that martial law never had been ad- 
to effect the arrest which would make | ministered in a more lenient way than by 
resistance impossible. That was both! the Natal Government. Not a single 
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execution had taken place under it, and 
it would be unjust and ungenerous in | 
them at this distance from the scene to 
pronounce a hasty opinion against the 
proclamation until they were fully ac- 
quainted with the circumstances under 
which it was made. In regard to the 
payment of Dinizulu’s salary, he thought 
that His Majesty’s Government were right 
in having paid it to him. He thought 
that the documents showed that there 
was a primary obligation on His Majesty’s 
Government to pay that salary, unless 
the circumstances could be established 
affording not technical but real and 
convincing reasons why they should 
not do so. He did not attach much 
importance to the question, but for 
what his own personal opinion was worth, 
he thought that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were right, having regard to the 
length of the proceedings that were 
taking place and to the poverty and 
unjust needs of the Chief Dinizulu, in 
recognising that the obligation to pay the 
salary to him, even if their view did not 
coincide with that of the Natal Govern- 
ment. He did not believe that there 
would be much difficulty for anyone in 
whom they had confidence to persuade 
reasonable men in Natal on_ this 
point, and he did not think that he 
should have any difficulty now. He was 
afraid that he had detained the House 
longer than he had intended, and he 
knew that he had tried the good-will 
of the hon. Gentleman opposite once 
or twice. He had endeavoured, as he 
should always endeavour, to speak on 
these matters in no partisan spirit. He 
thought that that which had taken place 
with reference to questions in the East 
was of very serious importance. Unless 
the House was satisfied that the Govern- 
ment were really going to consult and 
pay some deference to the views of 
legislative councils in the Crown Colonies, 


an infinite amount of trouble would 
come upon us. He admitted that 
the problem of South Africa was 
more vital than even those other 
questions in the East to which he 
had referred. How could we expect 


to retain the confidence and allegiance 


of our fellow-subjects in South Africa if | 


His Majesty’s Government stood by and 
allowed Civil servants to return ruined 


from the country to which they had’ 


Mr. Lyttelton. 
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rendered good service? No country, 
however great, could afford to lose such 
allegiance, and he appealed to hon, 
Gentlemen opposite, who he knew felt 
as strongly as he did upon this subject, 
whether this was not a problem which 
closely touched the honour and reputa- 
tion of our own country. He had made 
no reflection on the Transvaal Gover. 
ment, and he would be unwilling to do 
so, unless the facts were more fully 
known. He had asked that an inquiry 
should take place in order to satisfy 
the people of this country. The honour 
and reputation of the country ought not 
to suffer at their hands, and he made 
this demand for an inquiry in terms whieh 
he had striven to make moderate jy 
tone, and he commended it with the 
utmost earnestness to the consideration 
both of the House and the country. 


Supply. 


CoLONEL SEELY said he had listened 
with much pleasure to the right hon. 
Gentleman, and although he had said 
that it was a long speech, it had 
not proved too long for those who had 
heard it. He would endeavour to answer 
all the points which the right hon. 
Gentleman had raised. He might say 
that he welcomed the moderation with 
which he had spoken, as he always did, 
with the exception of an allusion which 
he had made to his right hon. friend, to 
which he would revert later. On the | 
last point to which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had referred he thought that he] 
had a complete answer—so complete] 
that he made an appeal to hon. and] 
right hon. Gentlemen in that House. ! 
and to all persons outside, especially those ff 
who had a knowledge of or were connected j 
with our Civil Service, to take note of the 
official figures, which were an absolute] 


t 


os 









9 









refutation of the charges made against]j ! 
the Transvaal Government. The right]! 
hon. Gentleman had spoken of the opiu{ h 
traffic, and said that they had taken] 
action without consulting the authorities r 





= 











at Hong Kong. It was impossible fully! 
to consult the authorities. It was now )l 
certain until a short time before theg t 
debate that that particular debate wouldg st 
take place. Although they did their tl 
best to ascertain the views of thos b 
cognisant of the matter, it was quitag in 
impossible to get anything like a reasoned] ¢¢ 
opinion from the inhabitants of Hong 6 
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Kong. He reasserted what he had said 
in a previous discussion, that it was the 
policy of the Government to close the 
opium dens in Hong Kong. That re- 
mained the policy of the Government, 
and as regarded that policy itself the 
right hon. Gentleman would forgive him 
if he quoted some words of his. The 
right hon. Gentleman said on a former 
occasion— 

“T congratulate the Government and the 
Under-Secretarv on having taken steps which 
are entirely reasonable in the circumstauces.”’ 


*Mr. LYTTELTON: Of course, I 
agreed with that policy, but what I said 
was that every person of sense presumed 
that the ordinary steps had been taken | 
that would make the policy palatable. | 


CoLoNEL SEELY said the ordinary 
steps could not be taken for reasons 
that he had given. The ordinary steps 
were now being taken, and the Govern- 
ment would act throughout on the advice 
they had recently obtained, and would 
obtain, from the Governor. He believed 
he would be able to satisfy the House 
that the best public opinion in Hong Kong, 
and the opinion of the Governor himself, | 
coincided with the policy of the Govern- 
ment as to the measure they proposed 
to take. With regard to Ceylon pearls, 
the right hon. Gentleman opposite was 
extraordinarily persistent on that point, | 
which he would have thought anyone in | 
his position would have desired to forget. | 


| 


In a public career which had been dis- | 
tinguished by almost uniform success, | 
in the opinion of the man in the street, 
there were two matters on which the | 
tight hon. Gentleman had come croppers. 
Qne was the question of Ceylon pearls 
and the other Chinese labour. But the | 
tight hon. Gentleman would return to 
them. The right hon. Gentleman said that 
his right hon. friend the President of the 
Board of Trade had used some sarcastic | 





fanguage on the subject; but that 
language seemed to him to be well 


justified, and, speaking on behalf of 
the Colonial Office, he said they | 
till thought that the right hon. Gen- 
tllman made an uncommonly bad 


bargain, for he thought he was right 
in saying that the company that got the 
toncession, greatly to the right hon. 
Gentleman’s surprise, made a profit of | 
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something over 60 per cent. That was a 


fairly large percentage. When a man 
made a bargain with another man to 


|exploit something which he had in his 


possession, and that person made a 
profit approaching even remotely 60 per 
cent., the man in the street would say 
that he had made a bad bargain. That 
the profits in this particular year had 
not been so great was exceedingly likely, 
but, of course, this was rather a barren 
controversy, because they would not 


| know for many years, with certainty, 
| who was right. 


But if they took the 
contract as far as it had gone and the 
profits made, the right hon. Gentleman 
had made a very bad bargain. Now he 
left these two points, and came to the 
question of Natal, which had occupied the 
House at Question-time very fully for 
many days past. He would say that the 
matter was critical and important, for 
at this moment the Natal Parliament 
was discussing it. The Natal Govern- 
ment had not seen fit to pay Dinizulu’s 
salary. He did not wish to go over the 
ground again, but it would be remem- 
bered that their reason was that Dinizulu 


; was in the position of an ordinary civil 


servant, and that, therefore, they were 
To this 
the Government had replied that what- 
ever their view might be, when the right 
hon. Gentleman the Member for West 
Birmingham made the bargain he said 
that the salary should not be withdrawn 
without the consent of the Secretary of 
State. The Government were convinced 
that if the right hon. Gentleman were 
present—and he need hardly say that 
every one in the House wished ardently 
that he were—he would agree with the 
Government that to take away a man’s 
salary just at the moment when he 
wanted it most, just at the moment when 
by the operation of martial law he was 
debarred from getting resources from 
his own countrymen, was action they 
could not take and action to which they 
could not and would not give their 
consent. The Government had said 
they would wait until the Natal Supreme 
Court had decided whether the Natal 
Government were liable or not—because 
the Natal Government said they wished 
to submit the question to the tribunal—- 
but they were not able to wait, first, 
because the action did not come on, 
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and also for two other reasons which | 
were conclusive to them and he under- 
stood to hon. Gentlemen opposite. The 
first was that they had found out 
that Dinizulu had got no more money, 
and that those who supported him had 
no money either. He did not know 
what the expenses of the defence of this 
native chief were, but he was told they 
amounted to £100 a month, and if they 
amounted to anvthing like that it was 
apparent that there had been a strain 
on his and it was not sur- 
prising that he and his friends should be 
denuded of Convinced that 
what they were told was correct and that 
he had no more money, the Government 
decided that that was an added reason 
why they should themselves pay in 
accordance with the statement made by 
the Attorney-General. The third reason 
why they considered that they must 
take action was that thev were threatened 
with legal proceedings as a Government, 
based on the statement of the Attorney- 
General, for the pavment of the salary 


resources, 


resources, 


from Imperial funds. So far as the 
payment of the salary was concerned, 
they would have been most willing 


litigants, for they wanted to pay the 
salary, and nothing would have pleased 
them better than to have been ordered 
to do so by the Court ; but they foresaw 
that were a case brought, either by peti- 
tion of right or by some other method, 
against the Government in the Courts here 
the pleadings and the speeches of counsel 
would have contained violent indictments 
of the Government of the Colony of Natal 
for their action in not paying. They were 
anxious, and especially in view of the 
effect it might have on natives in Natal, 
that no such state of affairs should arise. 
A public controversy between the Govern- 
ment of this country and the Govern- 
ment of Natal on a matter of honourable 
obligation, would have been so injurious 
to all concerned that it was their bounden 
duty to put an end to it at once by 
paving the salary; and in taking that 
action he felt confident that the Govern- 
ment had the assent of all their friends 
on their own side of the House. And 
he must add that all on his side of the 
House would welcome the statement of 
the right hon. Gentleman opposite that 
he was convinced that in this case the 
Government had acted rightly ; but even 
Colonel Seely. 
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more were they grateful to the hon, 
Member for Darlington, who, yesterday, 
knowing the views of the Opposition, 
and that the statement of the right hon. 
Gentleman would come too late to be 
brought to the notice of the Natal Parlia- 
ment, who would wish to know the 
opinion of the Members of the House of 
Commons, with characteristic courage 
and straightforwardness, stated in the 
form of a supplementary question 
the view to which he had referred. 
He thanked the hon. Member for his 
courage and assistance in the matter, 
With regard to the Special Court, hon, 
Members wished to know how it would 
be constituted. It would be constituted 
on similar lines, though not precisely the 
same, to the Special Court which tried 
what were called the rebels in Natal. 
He wished at once to explain that, of 
course, the forming of a Special Court of 
Judges was greatly to the interest of the 
prisoner. No one would wish to suggest 
that a jury of white men in Natal would 
not wish to come to an absolutely fair 
conclusion, but it was also true that when 
even the honourable men were 
asked to try a prisoner whom they had 
lately been mobilised to capture they 
would find it a matter of almost super- 
human difficulty to arrive at an un 
prejudiced conclusion. 


most 


Eart WINTERTON 
sham): Oh, Oh! 


Hor- 


(Sussex, 


CoLoNEL SEELY : Perhaps the noble 
Lord has an excess of superhuman virtue. 


Eart WINTERTON : My interruption 
was directed against the amazing asser- 
tion of the hon. Gentleman that because 
a man was sent out to capture this 
unfortunate chief he would not be able 
to form anunbiassed opinion on his case. 


CoLoNEL SEELY said he had stated 
thot it would be more difficult for such a 
man than it would be for the Judges who 
would be appointed under this Act. 
He knew the noble Lord was a soldier, 
but he was sure he would agree with him 
that were he to mobilise his Yeomanry 
in order to capture somebody with whom 
he disagreed in some portion of his 
constituency h's judgment would possibly 
not be quite so sound as that of a man 
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who had had nothing to do with the 
capture. But in order that the noble 
Lord might set his mind at rest, he wished 
to read from a despatch sent to the 
Government by Sir Matthew Nathan. 
Speaking on behalf of his Government, 
he said— 

“Mr. Carter gave me various instances, 
some of which,I know, are recorded in your 
Lordship’s office, in which trial by jury, owing 
toracial feeling, had proved most unsatisfactory, 
and he told me that it had been generally 
recognised that the special tribunal above 
referred to had served its purpose exceliently.” 
The noble Lord and every one in the 
House would see that by the appointment 
to this special tribunal, which was re- 
commended by the Attorney-General in 
Natal, it was more certain that they 
could ensure an absolutely unprejudiced 
trial for this chief; and for that, he 
thought, all in the House would be grate- 
ful to the Natal Government. It might 
be supposed that pressure from home 
had induced them to take this step. So 
far as he was aware, that was not the 
Of their own motion the Natal 
Government proposed this Special Court 
in order to secure the most unprejudiced 
trial possible for this native chief. He 
had been asked what the constitution of 
the Court was to be. He could not say 
definitely, but he thought it was very 
likely that Sir William Smith, a puisne 
Judge of the Transvaal, would serve, 
and every one who knew anything of 
South African Judges would agree that a 
more admirable and impartial appoint- 
ment as President of the Court could not 
be made. The other representatives 
would be also judicial functionaries, 
and there would be at least 
with a special knowledge of native affairs. 
Mr. Schreiner, who, he thought, might be 
said to be the greatest lawyer in South 
Africa, had been retained for the defence 
of Dinizulu, and by the generosity of 
those who were anxious to see complete 
aid unprejuciced justice done, the funds 
would be forthcoming for the defence. 
Much of the funds had been provided from 
Natal, and some by members of that 
House and others, irrespective of their 
general views, simply because they were 
anxious to see full justice done to the 
prisoner in the matter of legal assistance. 


case. 


one 


Dinuzulu had been in prison seven 
months. The right hon. Gentleman 


opposite had very properly made the best 
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case he could for the Natal Ministry, but 
the fact remained that to keep a man in 
gaol seven months without a definite 
charge was unprecedented, at any rate 
in recent times. It was impossible to 
expedite the matter from here, but he 
was sure the House would be glad to hear 
that Dinuzulu was not suffering in health 
from his confinement. The following 
telegram had been received from the 
Governor of Natal that morning in reply 
to a telegram sent by his noble friend 
the day before—— 

“ Have spoken to Dr. Ward, medical officer 
in charge of Central Gaol, Maritzburg, in 
whose sympathetic treatment of prisoners I 
have full confidence. He informs me that 
Dinizulu’s general health considerably better 
than when he arrived in December, and that 
chief recently told Governor of gaol he had not 
been so well for years. He is less puffy, and 
unsatisfactory symptoms are less 
pronounced. He has all exercise he wants and 
such dietary and medical treatment as suited 
to his state of health.” 


kidney 


He was sure the House would be glad to 
know that Dinizulu was not suffering 
from ul-health. The prosecution would 
be brought to an end verv soon indeed. 
He understood that the extraordinary 
idea had gained ground in Natal that 
there was some intention on the part of 
His Majesty’s Government, as a con- 
sequence of undertaking the obligation 
of paying Dinizulu’s salary, to take an 
active part in this matter and send him 
away from the legai proceedings which 
were now going on and return him to 


Zululand. Such a statement was abso- 
lutely absurd. The Government had 


neither the power nor the wish to interfere 
in any direction of that kind, and to 
attempt to send Dinizulu back to Zulu- 
land before any Court had pronounced 
judgment on a charge definitely brought 
against him was absolutely out of the 
question. With regard to the Indemnity 
Act, the point that had excited most 
interest was whether, if His Majesty 
were advised not to disallow it, the 
Home Government would not be assenting 
to a proclamation made deposing Dini- 
zulu from his pesition as chief—a position 
which was assured to hint by the Member 
for West Birmingham. It had _ been 
stated that a pronouncement had been 
made by a neilitary officer that the 
sanctioning of the Indemnity Act by the 
Home Government would for ever deprive 
the supreme chief of his position as such 
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in Zululand. 
the Governor that he did not think 
that was the case, but he had induced his 
noble friend to send a further telegram 
with a view to making quite sure on the 
point, because he believed that irrespective 
of party the House would hesitate to as- 
sent to this Bill if the result of it was 
likely to be as stated by Miss Colenso and 
others. In reply to inquiries, the Gover- 
nor of Natal had telegraphed— 

** T have reason to believe that McKenzie did 
make statement imputed to him, but that he 
was not authorised by Governor Natal. I 
certainly gave no authority to exercise powers 
of supreme chief, nor was I advised by Ministry 
to do so.” 

It would thus be that whatever 
pronouncement had been made _ by 
Colonel McKenzie was of no effect in law. 
The Indemnity Act would not legalise 
the action which he had taken, which was 


seen 


illegal from the start. The House, 
therefore, need have no fear that the 


Indemnity Act would prejudice the 
status of Dinizulu. In the view of the 
Home Government to take the step of 
hesitating to pass the Indemnity Act 
would be most unwise. The Act was the 
only means by which they could get rid 
of martial law. and to refuse to pass it 
would be quite contrary to precedent, 
and would have a most prejudicial effect. 
The Home Government were so convinced 
that to hesitate in this matter would be 
prejudicial to the interest not only of 
good relations between ourselves and the 
Government of Natal, but especially to the 
natives in that territory, that they wou d 
ask the House to raise no question as to 
recommending His Majesty not to dis- 
allow the measure which was shortly 
to be presented to them. He came to the 
question of the Transvaal, and Lord 
Milner’s judiciary and agricultural pro- 
posals. Heagreed that the judiciary and 
many other things set up by Lord Milner 
did admirable work; but they were 
set up on an altogether extravagant 
scale, and when the right hon. Gentleman 
asked them to say that all the retrench- 
ments and reductions were due to the 
policy of General Botha’s Government, 
he must remind him that the greatest 
retrenchment and reductions were made 
under Crown Colony government. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
asked how many of those reductions 


Colonel Seely. 
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were made during Lord  Milner’s 


administration. 


CotonEL SEELY said he could not 
say how many. With regard to man- 
hood suffrage, the whole question was 
whether we ought to have granted it, 
and in so doing indirectly. set up a 
colour bar. He could not say more than 
that the thing wasdone. He remembered 
very well his right hon. friend below 
the gangway raising this point when 
the Constitution was first granted. He 
did not then fully apprehend the dangers 
which might follow from that course. 
He was not there to criticise in any way 
the conclusion which was come to, but 
he declared that the Government fully 
realised the difficulties which were created 
by this situation. It might be said 
that had they taken the other course, 
the difficulties would have been as great, 
in some greater. That 
was all he now had to sayon this matter. 
The thing had been done and could not 
be undone. To deprive white people 
of the vote they had enjoved was a 
thing which it seemed to him they could 
not seriously propose. With regard to 
federation or unification, he could only 
repeat that the Government would 
welcome proposals from the South African 
Governments to that end. Thev were 
fully aware that the unification or federa- 
tion of the South African Governments 
in whatever form it must tend 
to make things easier in almost every 
respect, and especially in regard to the 
relations between this Government and 
the Governments out there. But the 
Government did not 
make any proposition themselves ; 
thought it would be 
They awaited confidently and with great 
interest the conference shortly to meet 
at Durban, and would take every step 
to render it due dignity. The right 
hon. Gentleman had said that they ought 
to remove the causes of irritation and 
bitterness which now existed in South 
Africa. He mentioned four, but before 
doing so he poured what he could hardly 
describe as less than vitriol on the head 
of the President of the Board of Trade. 
He admired the right hon. Gentleman s 
adroitness in choosing for the purpose a 
moment when the President of the Board 
of Trade was out of the House. Besid»s 


respects even 


came, 


propose to 
they 
unwise to do so. 
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that his right hon. friend had left that | to Chinese labour, the right hon. Gentle- 


Department and, therefore, could not 


speak for himself. 


Mr. LYTTELTON asked whether the | 


tight hon. Gentleman meant that they 
were to abstain from criticism of Ministers 


because they were absent from the House | 
when important questions were being | 


discussed, in regard to which their 


presence was required, 


CoLoNEL SEELY said that when any 
Member criticised another in far more 
violent terms during his absence than 
durmg his presence, it might naturally 
be imputed to him that he was using 
a wise discretion. 


Mr. LYTTELTON said he himself 
gave the hon. and gallant Gentleman 
notice of the general line of his argument 
and, therefore, he ought to have ac- 
quainted his right hon. friend. 

SEELY said he 


COLONEL thought 


| the 


his right hon. friend was fully justified | 


in the statements to which the right 
hon. Gentleman took exception. 
statements were almost always directed 
against persons who introduced a_par- 
ticular form of labour in South Africa. 
That form was regarded on the opposite 
benches with favour: on the Ministerial 
side with disfavour. As to the voters’ 
list, he did not wish to reopen the con- 
troversy. He must repeat that. whilst 
the Government did not disagree with 
or demur to Lord Selborne’s statement 
that he was satisfied that the list was 
accurate, it could not be surprising that | 
people in South Africa did demur to it | 
when they found that several thousand | 
more persons were on the register than | 
they believed there were adult males | 
in the country. There was great reason | 
for people calling in question a roll| 
of this kind with so remarkable a dis- 
crepancy. He himself was of the opinion 
that there had been an extraordinary 
influx into the Rand, and he should | 
think there was no proof of any kind | 
that the roll was not accurate. He | 
submitted that it was most unwise to | 
teopen a controversy which could only | 
have the effect of reviving certain class | 
and race bitterness in South Africa | 


now happily passing away. With regard | 


Those | 


man said there was no difference between 
Chinese labour and black labour im- 
ported from Portuguese East Africa. 
To that he listened with amazement, 
thinking such a statement could not 
be made by any reasonable man. What 
did the Liberal Party say about Chinese 
labour? They said first of all that it 
was introduced against the will of the 
people. They went to an election and 
by a nrajority of two to one they said the 
Liberal Party was right. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY (Sheffield 
Hallam) here interjected a remark across 
Table which was not heard in the 
Press gallery. 


GoLtoneL SEELY: I trust that 
remark will be recorded in the 
journals of the House. A more disgrace- 
ful and unworthy suggestion——! Loud 
MINISTERIAL cheers. | 


not 


Mr. Stuart Wor LEY rose, but Colonel 
SEELY refused to give way. 


The CHAIRMAN also rose amid cries 
of ‘‘ Name’? and ‘** Withdraw.” 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY: I 


to order. 


rise 


*THe CHAIRMAN: I think hon. 
Members on the front benches ought 
to know that it is not in order to remain 
standing when I rise. If the right hon. 
Gentleman rises to a point of order I 
will hear hin. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY: I wish 
to ask whether the expression of the 
hon. Gentleman Parliamentary—the 
word “ disgraceful.” 


is 


CotoneL SEELY: On that point of 
order may I ask whether the original 
statement of the right hon. Gentleman 
's Parliamentary ? [SEVERAL MEMBERs : 
What was it ? ] 


* THe CHAIRMAN: I did not 


what the original statement was. 


hear 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY: I said 
the people of the Transvaal arrived at 
no such vote as the hon. Gentleman said 
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they did, and T added, not till the loan 
of five millions was offered, and not 
oven then did the people of the Transvaal 
arrive at such a vote. 


Supply. 


* THe CHATRMAN : T do not think, 
whatever opinion hon. Members may 
form of what the right hon. Gentleman 
said, that he said anything unparlia- 
mentary. Then I am asked whether 
the word “ disgraceful” is unpariia- 
mentary. I do not consider the word 
is essentially an unparliamentary ex- 
pression. 


CoLONEL SEELY: I remained stand- 
ing, Sir, only because IT thought it was 
the custom in this House that the hon. 
Member speaking should give way or 
not at his option, end T did not wish to 
give way until I had concluded my 
sentence. I apologise to you, Sir, for 
the mistake I made. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY: In re- 
maining standing, Sir, while vou wer 
standing I was undoubtedly guilty of 
a mistake, but I thought you were 
securing to me the right to rase my 
point of order. 


CoLoNEL SEELY said he was saying 
when he was interrupted, that such a 
statement commenting in such language 
upon a Government friendly to this 
country, which had rendered us such 
signal service, or under any circumstances, 
seemed to him absolutely contrary to 
the best traditions of this House, and 
he ventured to hope that the right hon. 
Gentleman would withdraw it. 
and cries of “ Withdraw.”] The sugges- 
tion was one which he could not charact- 
erise in Parliamentary language. Revert- 
ing to the retrenchments the hon. Member 
said that, although he did not consider 
there was any blame to be attached to the 
Transvaal Government in this matter, 
the Colonial Office had done their best to 
find places for those who were retrenched. 
The total number of these retrenched 
candidates since the beginning of 1907 
was 164, and committee of the 
Colonial Office had found room for thirty- 
nine and twenty-one and eight, making 
56 per cent. of the vacancies. There 
were persons outside who had made the 
extraordinary allegation against General 


Mr. Stuart Wortley. 


| Cheers 


the 
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Botha’s Government to the effect that 
they were making wholesale displacement 
of British officials and replacing them by 
Dutch, that no Englishmen need apply, 
and other wild statements of that kind. 
It was admitted there was a larger Dutch 
population than an English in the Trans- 
vaal. It was almost certain that the adult 
males of South African descent were larger 
in number than the adult males of English 
descent. Ifthere were any word of truth 
in the allegations made, one would expect 
to find that there were about 60 or 70 
Dutchmen to 20 or 30 or 40 Englishmen 
in every 1CO. What were the facts ? 
In the whole Transvaal Civil Service, in- 
cluding the police and prison department, 
but excluding the railways, instead of 
there being about 70 Dutchmen and only 
30 Englishmen in a country where the 
Dutch preponderated, out of every 100 
there were 84 Englishmen and 16 Dutch- 
men. He asked the House to realise 
the significance of those figures. He 
asked that the campaign of misrepresenta- 
tion against General Botha’s Government 
should come to an end. It was abso- 
lutely unjustified. What about the 
new appointments ? He would not have 
been surprised if, in that case, there had 
been a preponderance of Dutch to redress 
the balance, though he would have de- 


plored it. Yet, instead of 70 or 


80 Dutchmen being appointed to 
30 or 20 Englishmen, since General 
Botha took office the number of 
new appointments made were 59 


English, 41 Dutch. Well, they had now 
seotched and killed that calumny, and he 
Looking at those 
figures which had just come to him, and 
certified officially to be correct, it would 
be observed that General Botha and his 
Government had treated the minority 
politically with extraordinary  gener- 
osity. He did not himself admit that 
the racial _ lines. 
Then there were the railways. In 1907 
there were emploved of South Africa 
born (English and Dutch descent) 2,195; 
English born, 3,629; other nationalities, 
329, the percentages being 35 per cent., 
58 per cent., and other nationalities 7 
per cent. He could not add, therefore, 
to the statement he had made, and 
directly the figures were presented he 
thought that the whole argument fell 
One could not help being 


was glad they had. 


cleavage was on 


to the ground. 








men 
Cts ¢ 
, In- 
lent, 
| 0} 
only 
the 
100 
itch- 
alise 
He 
nta- 
ment 
ibso- 
the 
have 
had 
dress 
» de- 
) or 
| +0 
neral 
r of 
, 69 
now 
id he 
those 
, and 
vould 
d his 
jority 
rener- 
that 
lines. 
1907 
\frica 
195; 
lities, 
cent., 
jes 7 
efore, 
and 
dhe 
‘ fell 


being 





| realise what that war meant to us. 


1273 Supply. 


. 
sorry for the gentlemen whose appoint- 
ments had been brought to a close. He 
had seen nearly all of them personally, 
and in several cases the Department had 
managed to get them suitable appoint- 
ments. He had received an announce- 
ment, indeed, to the effect that on the 
previous day an important appoint- 
ment had been secured for one gentle- 
man, and he would make an appeal to 
the other Departments of the Govern- 
ment to see whether they could not 
give help in a similar direction. He 
thought. however, that he had disposed 
of the allegation that had been made. 
The right hon. Gentleman said it still 
stood on record that the Opposition pro- 
tested against the grant of self-govern- 
ment to the Transvaal. He sur- 
prised that ‘he right hon. Gentleman 
continued to make that statement. It 
was a great experiment, but its success 
had most surprising. Of that 
there could be no question, for, whereas 
a few years ago we had there a hostile 


Was 


heen 


population, it was now true to say that 
inmatters of great difficulty and delicacy 
during the last eighteen months no man 
had been so loyal a friend to the British 
Government as Jotha. That 
opinion was not confined to Englishmen 
in this country. He did not know 
whether hon. Members had read the 
speech which had recently been delivered 
by Sir H. de Villiers during the celebra- 
tions at Quebec, but it was so interesting 
that he would quote it— 

Africa in recent years has passed 
through a terrible ordeal, but she is slowly 
recovering from the effects of an injurious war. 
Only those who have lived there and had friends 
and relatives fighting on both sides can fully 
[t was under- 


General 


“South 


| taken for the purpose of obtaining equal rights 


for all, but for some time after peace was 


| established it looked as if political rights were 


| to be withheld for an indefinite 


| however, different counsels prevailed. 





period from 
King. At length, 
A policy 
of trust was adopted, with the novel result that 
asullen and discontented people were, as if by 
magic, changed into law-abiding, loyal su bjects. 
From that quarter no danger need be appre- 
hended for the future. On the contrary, if ever 
wy foreign Power should attempt to wrest 
South Africa from the Empire, you may be 
juite sure that history will repeat itself, and, 


the new subjects of the 


just as the French-Canadians were foremost 
in defending their country against attacks 
from without, so the Dutch inhabitants of 


South Africa will fight shoulder to shoulder 


wita their British. fellow-subjects for their 


King and country’ 
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The Government were persuaded that 
the eloquent words uttered by this 
speaker represented the truth in South 
Africa, and His Majesty’s Ministers 
rejoiced that they had enjoyed the 
privilege of helping to carry out this 
great and beneficent work. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY said that 
he adhered to what he had stated. He 
said that the hon. Member’s description 
of the South African elections was 
inaccurate, and that it had been adopted 
for the purpose of casting obloquy on 
his right friend. Personally he 
had said nothing which had not already 
been said both in and out of the House. 
Botha had stated that the 
returned from the polls 
not pledged to abolish Chinese labour— 


hon. 


General 
Government 


[Oh, oh !}—and for some time after they 
announced their intention not to abolish 
it. Thereafter the Government thought 
fit to accord to the Transvaal exceptional 
financial which 


treatment had never 
been accorded to any self-governing 
Colony; and he said that according to 
the historical sequence the evidence 
was accurate, and he had nothing to 


It was 
for the Government to explain why they 
offered that financial assistance at that 
particular period of time. He had never 
seen anv explanation of 
he refused to ad- 
in his statement. 


take away from the statement. 


satistactory 
the circumstance, l 


ana 


mit any inaccuracy 


CoLoNeEL SEELY pointed out that 
General Botha in his speech before the 
poll, said that 

“We will 
indenture or 


Chinese labour with 


indenture. 


not have 


without 
The policy adopted as to Chinese labour 
had been justitied bv its complete success, 
and he hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would see that his statement with regard 


to the programme of the Government 
was incorrect. General Botha’s  state- 
ment was conclusive on that point. 
He regretted that the insinuation of the 
right hon. Gentleman had been made, 


and he hoped that before the 
was closed he would withdraw it. 


sitting 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY said that 
the statements were made by the Minister 
in the Transvaal to the effect that they 


returned from the polls to continue 
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this Chinese labour policy. Hon. Mem- 
bers could only speak according to the 
general evidence that reached them. 


*Mr. RAMSAY 
(Leicester) drew attention to the attitude 


of mind of the right hon. Gentleman the | 


Member for St. George’s, Hanover 
Square, as shown in his opening remarks. 
The right hon. Gentleman had treated 
the Committee once again to the now 
familiar doctrine that if they persisted 
in their criticisms on the action of Natal, 
they were doing something that was 
showing disloyalty or that was giving 
embarrassment to the loyal minority in 
that Colony. It was a most extra- 
ordinary doctrine to be preached from 
the front Opposition bench that in that 
Imperial House they must not say what 
they believed to be true of the political 
conduct of Ministers of our self-govern- 
ing Colonies lest they laid themselves 
open to the retort of the right hon. 
yentleman that they were putting 
obstacles in the way of and creating 
embarrassment for what he called the 
loyal English minority. 


Mr. LYTTELTON said that, on the 
contrary. he claimed and had always 
claimed in that House to criticise the 
action of the Government with regard to 
the Transvaal, and especially with regard 
to giving them self-government. 


*Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD §ad- 
mitted that that was perfectly true, but 
before the right hon. Gentleman made 
the general statement, he made with 
special reference to Natal the observation 
to which he (Mr. Macdonald) now re- 
ferred. If the right hon. Gentleman did 
not mean to convey that impression, he 
could only say that that was the way it 
struck him. Those who had ventured 
to make these criticisms and who 
honestly believed they were entitled to 
do so, had met with the criticism outside 
that they were doing something to 
disrupt the Empire and putting diffi- 
culties in the way of Natal. It was 
perfectly true that they might sometimes 
criticise things that had happened in 
Natal during the last two or three years 
with a strength of feeling and in a way 
that might create offence in Natal, but 
hon. and right hon. Members must 


Mr. Stuart Wortley. 


{COMMONS} 


MACDONALD! 
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; remember that whilst that criticism 
on Natal might be objectionable and 
indiscreet, those who exaggerated 
the meaning and value of that 
criticism and who came to that 
| House and m’srepresented that criti- 
cism were doing more than _ those 
who uttered it to contribute to the 
| unrest in Natal. The person who ex- 
aggerated what was said in the House 
and caused it to be exaggerated out in 
Natal, forgot that it was his exaggeration 
quite as much as the criticism in this 
House that caused unrest there. 





Mr. LYTTLETON: Let the hon. 
Member quote the words that he imagines 
I made use of. 


*Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD said he 
iwas sorry he had not taken down the 
observations which were made by the 
right hon. Gentleman with regard to the 


criticism that was offered both inside 
and outside the House on affairs in 
Natal. With regard to the Transvaal 
Civil Service appointments, his hon. 


and gallant friend had completely and 
in the strongest way disposed of the 
complaints which were so common on 
that subject. But there was something 
more that he (Mr. Macdonald) might 
say. He happened to be in the 
Transvaal shortly after the peace, 
and he saw the influx of those extra- 
ordinary Civil servants whom Lord 
Milner appointed to carry out the paci- 
fication. He did not wish to refer to 


what went on, it would be sufficient 
for him to say to any hon. Member of 
the House who had made __ himself 


acquainted with the affairs of the Trans- 
vaal that the whole body of imported 
Civil Service which Lord Milner placed 
in authority in offices in the Transvaal 
was known to the people of the Trans- 
,vaal as “Milner’s Kindergarten.” Any- 
| body who went into the Government 
| offices of Johannesburg, Pretoria, or 
| Bloomfontein must have seen, that since 
| the War a great change had taken place. 
| Firstly, the staff, numerically, was far 
| too large; and, secondly, the men whom 
| Lord Milner appointed were not the 
| proper men for the duty imposed upon 
|them. Every Dutch Civil servant he 
| had had the pleasure of consulting in the 
| Colony held up his hands in horror and 
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said that as soon as _ self-government 
was granted the unfortunate thing they 
would have to face was the complete 
reconstruction of the personnel of the 
Civil Service that had been imposed upon 
the Colony by the Governor. That 
had taken place. It was inevitable that 
it should take place, and it was an evi- 
dence of the common sense of the Govern- 
ment put into power both in Johannes- 
burg 2nd Bleemfontein. Last session he 
took part in the debate in the House on 
the question of the franchise in the 
Transvaal, and he then expressed some 
doubt as to the advisability of the man- 
hood suffrage which the Government 
had instituted in the Transvaal, not 
because he was opposed to manhood 
suffrage but because he believed that 
everybody who had studied affairs in 
South Africa would see the enormous 
disadvantage of such a franchise when 
the time came to enfranchise the 
natives. It was certain that the 
question of the native franchise would 
not be left long, and directly that ques- 
tion came up it would be a great obstacle 
to the enfranchisement of the natives 
all over Africa that there was man- 
hood suffrage in the Transvaal. His 
democratic principles, he was sorry 
to say, had struggled in vain to 
justifv the action the Government took 
on that occasion, in view of the larzer 
juestion of native rights. He thought 
greater good would have beer done if 
the white men had been subjected to a 
higher standard of franchise. He 
thought we should not have established a 
franchise in the Transvaal which might 
be a permanent bar to the enfranchise- 
ment of the natives of South Africa. He 
hoped the Government would do its 
best to see that the Cape solution was 


) followed when the new Federal Constitu- 


tion was being framed. Although he 
xnew that the Home Government might 
hot want to interfere, unofficial members 
might express a hope that Cape Colony 
would stand by the native franchise 
when the Federation Convention meets. 
The first thing to observe about 
Natal was the extraordinary Indemnity 
Act, which he regretted the House was 
Lot going to have a further opportunity 
ifdiscussing. The extraordinary feature 
of the present Bill, a feature that had 





;lever been known in connection with 


Bel 


an Indemnity Bill, was the change 
that had be made in the Bill now on 
its way to this country as compared 
with the Act of 1906. In the Act of 
1906 the preamble recited— 

‘* That whereas serious disturbances accom- 
panied by rebellion have recently arisen and still 
continue among certain parts of the native 
population of this Colony.” 

Some Members doubted the rebellion. 
Some of them had never yet been con- 
vinced that there was ever a_ rebellion 
in Natal, though there were people who 
alleged from their point of view that 
there was a rebellion which justified the 
proclamation of martial law in 1906. 
The Bill did not allege rebellion, This 
was an example of the “‘ Rake’s Progress.” 
The Natal Government were now going 
to withdraw “rebellion” and put in 
** several crimes of violence in Zululand 
creating a state of unrest and insecurity 
among the inhabitants.” Was ever a 
more flimsy pretext made for martial 
law? What were we going to come to 
if we were going to jump from rebellion, 
from a state of war, from a hostile state 
of things under which it was impossible 
for the ordinary civil and criminal Courts 
to sit—the proper justification for martial 
law hitherto—to a state of things where 
‘“ several crimes of violence” created 
a “state of unrest”? — not even of 
civil disturbance but unrest—and_ in- 
security among the inhabitants as the 
justification ? Why, the brewers in this 
country at the present time could say 
that owing to the Bill in this House a 
state of unrest had come among them, 
and something akin to martial law should 
be established. He did not believe that 
political differences divided them on 
this matter. Hon. Members above the 
gangway shared their sense of British 
justice and were not going to countenance 
martial law in Natal because of ‘several 
acts of violence.” Later on the words 
“disturbance and rebellion” were 
omitted, and the words “crimes and 
the restoration of order and good govern- 
ment’ were inserted. Another reason 
given for the proclamation of martial 
law was to facilitate the investigation 
of crime and the arrest and detention of 
the persons charged. There was, he 
would venture to say, not a single 
Member of the House, even of the most 
old-fashioned Conservative type, who 
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would maintain that the allegations in 
the Blue-book were adequate for a pro- 
clamation of martial law. 


as they were. 
question of 


That brought up the 
Dinizulu. What about 


evidence for defence ? That was just the | 


wickedness of it, because it proved 
that they went and did a certain 
thing which created injustice, and then 
at a certain point the Government 
turned round and said that unless they 
were excused from their wrong-doing 
the evil of that wrong-doing would be 
visited on the heads of innocent people. 
He was not going to argue the point, he 
only stated it and left the Committee 
to draw its own conclusions. The Com- 
mittee would at all events agree that it 
was the duty of the Government to see 
that this sort of thing did not happen 
again. That was the general case against 
the Natal Government, not from a petty 
sectional point of view, but from an 
Imperial point of view; not from the 
point of view of Labour or Liberal 
Members, but from the point of view of 
the national, the inherited liberties of 
the British race. The right hon. 
Member for St. George’s in his almost 
ladylike and drawing-room account of 
what was going on made him wonder if he 
was really listening toa statement of how 
Dinizulu was being tried. The right hon 
Gentleman left out the salient points. He 
did not tell them of the continued cam- 
paign of calumny, he did not tell them 
that they had to wait day after day and 
week after week before the Government 
could make any charge against Dinizulu ; 
he did not describe the vagueness of the 
charges made against the chief; he did 
not refer to the long campaign of calumny 
which preceded the arrest when the Natal 
Government refused to protect Dinizulu 
from the libels. The Government were 
cognisant of the fact that these calumnies, 
amounting to libel, were published day 
after day in the South African Press, and 


the Government of Natal never gave any | 


reason to show that they were the pro- 
tectors of Dinizulu. They were, there- 
fore, bound to say that the Government 
held on, waiting for an opportunity which 
inevitably came for arresting Dinizulu, 
not on any charge, but on a vague basis 
of assertions not one of which was 
definite enough to make it possible 


My. Ramsay Moedonald. 


{COMMONS} 


The hon. and | 
gallant Gentleman had said that if we did | 
not accept this Bill things would remain | 
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(for Dinizulu’s solicitor to deal with it, 
| Dinizulu was accused of murder—the 
'murder of whom, where, when—ten 
years ago, twenty years ago, or yester- 
day? Not a single definite statement 
| was made in support of the accusations 
}on which Dinizulu’s solicitor or his 
friends could go and search for witnesses 
to enable them specifically to show that 
this or that particular story was untrue, 
because there was never a_ particular 
story told. The Natal Government had 
secured to themselves a roving com- 
mission to spread their emissaries and 
agents all over Zululand under martial 
law to inquire into this, that, and the 
other, not to find out whether this or 
that statement true, but to find 
out whether Dinizulu had ever done 
anything which would enable them 
sooner or later to formulate a decent 
indictment to place before the Court. 
And not only that, but it had been alleged 
that in the course of gathering the 
evidence there had been certain, floggings. 
He was perfectly well aware thatthis had 
been denied, and he was not going to 
make the statement .as absolutely true; 
but he thought that no one who read 
the Blue-Book published yesterday would 
be very much impressed with that 
denial; nor did he think that anyone 
who read the newspapers would be very 


was 


much impressed by it, seeing that 
Miss Colenso had offered to prove 
twentv-nine definite cases, with the 


names of the persons and circumstance: 
under which they were flogged, and 
submit them for impartial investigation 
in Natal itself. But he was bound to 
say that in this case his mind was oper. 
It was said, also, that Dinizulu’s wife 
had made a statement, it was not de- 
finitely said whether on oath or not, but 
he thought it must have been made under 
oath. She stated that Sir Duncai 
McKenzie had threatened to shoot her 
unless she gave evidence against her hus- 
band. That had not been contradicted 
so far, and a statement given under those 
circumstances made it presumably 
accurate. Apparently a good many Mem- 
bers of the House had come in contact 
with the native. He did not care where 
they met him, whether in the Southern 
States of America, where they saw 
him generally in railway carriages, oF 
elsewhere, he was always willing to tell 
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one anything that seemed to please. 
He remembered very well an interesting 
incident which happened to himself, 
which established this characteristic of 
which he had spoken. He got into 
a train exceedingly tired one morning 
about four o'clock, and the negro atten- 
dant, seeing he was weary, was very 
anxious to assure him that he would 
have breakfast immediately. It did 
not come, however, until eight o'clock. 
Anvone who had come in contact with 
the native knew perfectly well, that, 
owing to the social habit of obeying 
which he had acquired, it was easy to 
put statements in his mouth, and get 
him to say what his questioner re- 
quired. If the Government came and 
said they wanted evidence it was a 
perfectly certain thing that some native 
would give it. It was the psychology 
of the native to do a thine like that. 
Martial law being proclaimed in Zulu- 
land, emissaries, who were known to be 
agents of the Government, had gone 
hither and thither across the face of 
Zululand asking for evidence on which 
Dinizulu was to be tried, telling the 
natives what the evidence was for 
id what sort of evidence they wanted. 
Would any hon. Member who understood 
the native psychology tell them tor a 
single moment that evidence would not 
he forthcoming ? That was the sort of 
way in which the Natal Government 
was conducting this trial. It was neces- 
sary to say that. He knew that right 
hon. Gentlemen above the gangway 
might think it exceedingly criminal on 
his part to express such sympathies and 
opinions ; but he held them very 
honestly, and he could assure them that 
he held them not from a party or see- 
tional point of view, but from the Im- 
perial point of view, because he and 
those with him felt that the future of 
- Empire would be decided by its 


j tonour and by the way in which it 


S administered justice. Then as to 


* 





Dinizulu’s salary. From every quarter 
of the House there came thanks 
to the Government for having deter- 
ined to pay Dinizulu’s salary. There 
vas absolutely no distinction of opinion 
on that point, no dissentient voice on 
the matter. It was what they had 


expected from His Majesty's Govern- | 


ment; and they were delighted that it 


had done precisely what they believed 
it would do. There was one little un- 
pleasantness, however. Yesterday they 
had been told that after the reply to the 
despatch of His Majesty’s Government, 
policemen were sent up into Zululand, 
and again there was the cry of “ unrest 
in Zululand.” Whenever anything was 
said by His Majescy’s Government which 
seemed to run counter to the will of the 
Natal Government, the latter were in a 
position to have telegrams sent to this 
country, specially and carefully preserved 
telegrams, which appeared exclusively 
in certain organs of the Imperial press, 
for the purpose of trying to deceive the 
people of this country, who were ignorant 
of what was going on, and also for the 
purpose of getting responsive telegrams 
from this country to Natal to strengthen 
the hands of the Government of that 
Colony by misrepresentation of public 
opinion here. The reply to the despatch 
was the first step towards creating 
another defence so as to justify them- 
selves. He had a cutting from the 
Natal Mercury which said— 

‘The whole Press of Natal is unanimous in 
condemning the Government’s action in these 
matters as severely as any newspaper in England 
has done, and this expression of opinion 1S 
endorss'l by the Colonists generally. The 
sooner the people of England are impressed with 
the feet that the Government are in these matters 
acting in direct conflict with the ideas of 
Natalians, the sooner they will recognise that a 
gross injustice is being done to the good sense 
and the good taste of the people of Natal.” 


That was the published opinion of ax 
important Natal newspaper. Yet in 
spite of that, the moment His Majesty’s 
Government ranged itself on the side 
of the majority of the people of Natal, 
some policemen were sent into Zulu- 
land in order to give His Majesty's 
Government reason to pause. In 
reference to Dinizulu’s salary, his hon. 
friend had said that he could not 
understand the delay and Dinizulu’s 
solicitor not applying for it. He had an 
extract from the Natal Witness giving 
the complete series of Mr. Renaud’s 
letters. He was not going to read them, 
but this was one of them, written 
on 18th May to the acting Attorney- 
General— 

“ We beg to refer to the correspondence which 
has passed between us with reference to the 
cession of Dinizulu’s salary to us. You wrote 
us on 30th January that the matter was receiving 
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attention, but since that date we have not heard 
from you.” 

Therefore, the explanation was that 
the delay was not due to Dinizulu’s 
solicitor, but to the Natal Government. 
When there was nothing more than a 
mere acknowledgement required, they 
took a day or two to give it, when more 
was required, they took weeks and 
months to investigate the matter, 
and make their reply. He had said 
all that he need say on the subject. He 
had spoken not as what was called 
Little Englander,” but as an Imperialist. 
He had spoken as one who believed that 
this Empire was going to depend, not 
merely upon its size or its physical 
strength, but upon its justice, and he 
was perfectly certain that if they gave 
way one inch in their desire to see justice 
done to the unenfranchised negro, then 
it would absolutely impossible to 
keep the Empire so clean and so pure 


be 


as to enable it to survive the stress 
and storm which time had in store 


for it. 


Srr GILBERT PARKER thought he 
would not be alone in regretting that 
the debate had not been absolutely 
free from heat. Perhaps he regretted 
it more than anyone else, because 
of a rather painful interruption which 
occurred in the last Parliament and 
in which the hon. Gentleman opposite 
was responsible. His right hon. friend 
below him was making his speech con- 
cerning South Africa, and was making 
statements in good faith and with great 
moderation he always did, when 
the hon. Gentleman and several of his 


as 


friends sitting below the Opposition 
gangway made remarks which he him- 
self thought wholly unparliamentary 
concerning his right hon. friend and 
his statements. They questioned his 
good faith. 

CoLoneL SEELY : No; I may say—— 

Sir GILBERT PARKER: Allow 


me to finish. They questioned his good 
faith, and he interjected, but not loudly, 
the word ‘ disgraceful.” The hon. 
Gentlemen opposite, the President of 
the Board of Trade, the President of the 
Board of Education, and the Presidént 
of the Local Government Board, entered 


Mr. Rumsuy Muacedonald. 


{COMMONS} 
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2 loud protest, and demanded that the 
Member for Gravesend should be pilloried 
by the Speaker. The Speaker rose, 
end the Member for Gravesend rose also, 
stating the cause of his interjection, and 
immediately, without being called “upon 
to do it, withdrawing the word “ dis. 
graceful,” which the Speaker had _pro- 
nounced as un-Parliamentary. He only 
wished to say this because he thought 
it was the hon. Gentleman himself who 
had imported heat into the debate that 
afternoon. Remembering his career, 
however short it might have been in the 
Colonial Office, and his urbane and 
admirable manner in ell other debates. 
he regretted exceedingly that he had 
given them cause to feel that they were 
not safe in future in making reasonable, 
and as he believed, just criticism. He 
wented to sav something very quietly 
and he hoped without offence. He 
understood the position taken up by his 
right hon. friend. He had stated that the 
elections in the Transvaal were not de- 
cided on the question of Chinese labour. 
He thought the right hon. Gentleman 
was correct. Furthermore, the right 
hon. Gentleman hid suggested, as it had 
been suggested before and no doubt 
would be again, that considerations 
concerning the repatriation of the China- 
men entered into all the relations between 
this Government and the Botha Govern- 
ment, and also affected the granting 
of the Constitution itself, but he hoped 
to be able to quote the words of the 
Under-Secretary for the Colonies himself 
in which he frankly said, for no one 
eevr doubted his courage or audacity, 
that considerations of the repatriation 
of the Chinamen did enter into the 
granting of the Constitution and into 
our relations with the Transvaal Govern- 
ment, and the Transvaal Government 
would never have got the £5,000,000 
loan if they had not agreed to repatriate 
the Chinamen. At any rate hon. Gentle: 
men would say he had said nothing 
offensive. 

CoLtonrL SEELY There is not 4 
word of truth in that. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER said he 
might very well be angry at the hon. 
(entleman’s say ing there was not a word 
of truth in what he said, but he was 
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too broad minded. He understood what | law. Our hold was very slight. Destroy 
the hon. Gentleman meant, though the | 


hon. Gentleman did not always under- 
stand what he meant. The hon. Gentle- 
man he thought could not be speaking 
with absolute accuracy. It would be 
better for him to consult with his friend 
the late Under-Secretary, who, if he 
was sometimes vituperatiye, could stand 
a good deal of vituperation in return. 
He was a gallant fighter. He did not 
want to say that the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman was not a gallant fighter— 
thev knew that he was—but he must 
not really pretend to this splendid 
indignation against a right hon. Gentle- 
man on that bench when he made per- 
fectly Parliamentary statements. In the 
last debate he thought the statements 
of the hon. Gentleman cpposite would 
not add to the smoothness of debate, 
and he had expressed himself strongly 


about it. How much more strongly 
could he express himself concerning 


the speech made by the hon. Gentleman 
who had just sat down. He had no 
fault to find with the underlying argu- 
ment of that speech, but he had every 
fault to find with the manner in which 
He did not think 
the terms in which his argument was 
couched would tend to good feeling be- 
tween Natal and this country, though he 
thought his main argument was sound, 
that martial law as it was applied by the 
Natal Government was not wisely applied. 
But he said in the last debate, and said 
very strongly, that the Government now 
in power was responsible for the present 
position, and it was responsible for the 
speech of the hon. Member who had just 
sat down. They had it in their power, 
when martial law was to be proclaimed, 
through their Governor, through their 
supreme official, the King’s representa- 
tive in Natal, to prevent martial law 
being proclaimed. They had since ac- 
knowledged that the conclusion drawn 
by the Attorney-General was wrong, that 
in effect the Governor was the servant of 
the Natal Government. No one would 
stand up more strongly than he for the 
tights of a Colony or a Colonial Governor, 
but no one would stand up more 
strongly for the Imperial connection. 
The only thing they had was the Privy 
Council and the power of the Governor 
in regard to just such things as martial 


it was expressed, 


the technical and constitutional hold 
that we had just through the Governor, 


|and we destroyed our Imperial Power 


this whole business.’ 


altogether. On the other hand, the 
refusal by Members to believe that Natal 
was acting in good faith, honestly and 
sincerely, did infinite harm to the Im- 
perial connection. Suppose the Natal 
Government had made a mistake. Every 
Government desired to keep its self- 
respect and it was Natal who would pay 
the price of its mistakes, if it had made 
mistakes. It paid the cost in blood. 
This Government threw the whole re- 
sponsibility for the late trouble upon 
Natal, and in a certain despatch, of which 
the hon. Gentleman was fully aware, 
said in effect: ‘* We wash our hands of 
> But having washed 
their hands of the whole business they 
still intervened. Did they not see the 
absolutely absurd position in which they 
had been placed, not by Members of the 
House but by the Government? One 
word about Dinizulu’s salary and the 
trial. He said deliberately that he 
thought Natal ought by every means in 
its power to expedite the conclusion of 
the examination of Dinizulu. Seven 
months was a long time. If the Govern- 
ment could not in seven months gather 
enough evidence against this man to 
formulate definitely a charge, he should 
be discharged. Ofthat he had no manner 
of doubt. Natal could only act, as he 
understood it, as a Government, com- 
patibly with the relations of the executive 
and the judicial. It was a difficult 
situation, but he believed the Attorney- 
General could expedite the conclusion 
of the examination either here or in Natal. 
He believed in Natal’s bona fides abso- 
lutely. He believed it had acted honestly 


|and sincerely, but he was firmly con- 
| vinced that it would do well in all the 


circumstances, even if the guilty were 
to go free, to bring Dinizulu to tric! 
immediately. As to the salary, he had 
his doubts in the last debate whether it 
was correct to pay the salary—whether 
the suspension of the salary did not go 
with the suspension of the office. But it 
was certain that if the Government on 
the best advice possible interpreted the 
arrangement made by his right hon. 
friend the Member for West Birmingham 
as meaning that the salary should in no 
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case be suspended without the consent 


of this Government and this Government | 


did not grant its consent, it was the 
duty of this Government to pay that 
salary. 
the consequences that must flow from 
such action. It practically overrode the 
act and the policy of the Natal Govern- 
ment. It was a dangerous thing to do at 
any time. It was extremely dangerous 
to do it now when events were so acute, 
and when feeling ran so high. Recog- 
nising the consequences that would flow, 
and it being a small matter. the Natel 
Government would have been well 
advised if it had paid the salary. Having 
said that he desired to pass to another 
subject. The position of the retrenched 
officials had been dealt with most effec- 
tively by his right hon. friend. The 
Under-Secretary read some figures which 
seemed entirely conclusive to hon. 
Members opposite. The figures showed 
that there had only been a verv limited 
number of changes and that of those 
changes the preponderance of applicants 
had been of British born subjects. He 
hoped the hon Gentleman recognised 
that a great many of the names _ thet 
appeared as English names were names of 
those who fought against us in the last 
war, and who were not Britishers in the 
true of the term. They knew 
perfectly well that the retrenchment of 
officials would go on slowly, and that the 
replacement of British officials by Dutch 
would also be slow. He had never made 
any wild statements. -He had been most 
conservative in a double sense, in speaking 
of the action of the Botha Government. 
He had never accused the Botha Govern- 
ment of deliberately and wilfully throwing 
out British officials and putting in Dutch 
officials. If ever men worked, no matter 
how young they were or how inexperi- 
enced, for the country, giving their whole 
life and energy, it was the men who went 
out from this country to what had 
been called Lord Milner’s Kindergarten. 
He could mention cases which ought to go 
to the heart of every Member of the House. 
It was idle to say that there were only 
afew. They knew that many of them 
suffered uncomplainingly. A _ petition 
was presented yesterday to the Prime 
Minister on this subject, and anyone 
who read it must be impressed by the 
quiet reserve and the diginity of its 
Sir Gilbert Parker. 


sense 
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He knew the House recognised | 
| venture toread one 
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terms. There was no complaint, but 
there was an appeal, and that was 


what they all heard in every letter 
from South Africa. He had received 
two letters that morning, and he would 
of them, because 
it was very important. The hon. Gentle. 
man had said that there were practically 
no replacements of British officers by 
the Government. He would make the 
following quotation from one of the 
letters he had received— 

‘* Owing to the characteristic thinness of the 
Boer methods it is difficult to produce evidence 
at this distance of specific cases such as this 
Gazette provides. Hitherto, many of the 
replacements have been indirect, that is to say, 
British officials have been ‘ retrenched’ from 
the established Government Departments and 
new offices embracing similar duties have been 
created to which only Dutchmen have been 
appointed. I refer in particular to the re-estab. 
lishment of the Field Cornet system of pre-war 
days. In connection with these new appoint. 
ments I would point out that when a number 
of us were retrenched at the end of last year 
on the ground of reduction of establishment, 
it was stated that in the event of vacancies 
occurring at a subsequent date the names of 
those officers who had already served for a 
good many years and who were leaving through 
no fault of their own, would be considered in 
preference to any new candidates. This pro- 
mise like many others has evidently been 
ignored.” 

To what did he refer? Fe referred to 
the appointment of eight acting inspec: 
tors of constabulary in the 
British officers, he being one of those 
who had retrenched. When the 
hon. Gentleman said that British officers 
were pot retrenched and replaced by 
Dutchmen, he made a statement which 
was not accurate. He did not dery 
the right of General Botha and his people 
to be represented in the Civil Service of 
their country ; it would be a monstrous 
thing to assert that after his own ex- 
perience of another covntry, which had 
two races, and he would be the last 
man to suggest that there should not 
be Dutchmen in the Civil Service. 
What he did say, however, was that 
to turn out Britishers in order to put 
in Dutchmen, and turn them out without 
adequate compensation or pensions, Was 
quite a different thing. He did not 
accuse the Botha Government of this, 
but he accused the present Government 
in this country of being responsible for 
that, because they failed when they 
vere granting the rew constitution to 


place of 


been 
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the}Transva2l, to secure and safeguard 
the, rights of British Civil servants. 
He assumed that the sympathy of the 
hon. Member representing the Govern- 
ment, and his patriotism disapproved 
of the action of the Government to which 
he belonged in making no _ provision 
for these retrenched Civil servants. Had 
the hon. Gentleman any real reason 
for not inquiring further into this matter ¢ 
The late Under-Secretary for the Colonies 
promised that every effort should be 
made to draft the retrenched officials 
into other departments at home. The 
figure which had been given amounted 
to 56 per cent. out of 164, and although 
that was not bad it ought to have been 
100 per cent. [An Hon. Member: 
Why ?| Because, as the hon. Member 
knew. if there was one man who could 
not get a job it was a man who had 
been a Government servant. Men who 
had emploved in general pro- 
fessions or general trades could get ¢ 
job anvwhere. But in the case of men 
who had been in the Government service 
their chances were much less of getting 
They all knew that those 
who had served in the Army or in the 
public service had always a difficulty 
in getting a situation. The Govern- 
ments in every other country, in Italy, 
Prussia, Canada, or anywhere where 
responsible government was granted, 
alwavs took care that the Civil servants 
should have their interest safeguarded, 
and he thought the letter he had read 
might verv well be framed and hung 
up in the Colonial Office for the guidance 
of his hon. friend and his colleague. 
Whoever wrote that letter was well 
informed as to what was the duty of 
the Government in the matter, and there 
was an element of ugly meanness in a 
representative of any Department of 
the State not even going extravagantly 
in the direction of protecting civil ser- 


been 


emplovment, 


vants. There was not a right hon. 
Gentleman sitting on the Ministerial 


front bench who did not hold that the 





members of this Department and of 
all Departments of State deserved the 
best of treatment by this House, and 
this Government did a brutal thing 
n throwing upon the Botha Govern- 
ment the necessity of providing for the 
tetrenched civil servant. They found 


money to pay Dinizulu’s salary, and to 
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repatriate Chinamen. He had evidence 
in his pocket in the shape of a letter 
showing that a distinguished officer, 
holding the C.M.G. Order, was given 
a third class indulgence passage by the 
Transvaal Government home to this 
country. He submitted that that was 
a case which ought to brine the blush 
of shame to the representative of any 
Government. Would it not have been 
a fair thing, after deciding that the 
compensation should be month’s 
salary for every vear’s service, to have 
sent that man and his five children 
home. Would it not have been fair, 
having deprived that man of that which 
he believed was a permanent position 


Supply. 


one 


and pensionable, to have given him a 
second-class home? Not a 
single retrenched Civil servant had had 
his passage paid from Johannesburg to 
the Cape or from the Cape home, and 
many of them had assisted in 
regard to their passages by people in 
this country. He thought the Govern- 
ment would do well even if they set 
apart in the Estimates a sum of money 
for these retrenched officials. 
“Oh, oh.”] Why not? Thev had no 
hesitation about voting £10,000 to 
Jamaica. He desired to draw attention 
to the railway which was being built 
in Uganda. Already a number of officers 
had gone out as engineers, and there were 
a good number of retrenched officials 
who were very capable and competent 
engineers. He would like to know why 
they could not be employed on those 
railways. 


passage 


been 


[Cries of 


CoLoNeL SEELY dissented. 


Str GILBERT PARKER sa‘d he had 
presented a concrete case where some- 
thing could be done, and he dd not 
see why these men should not be given 
a chance. The condact of the Govern- 
ment was to be wholly reprehended. 
It was not too late to redress this griev- 
ance, because these men had been led 
to believe that their positions would be 
permanent and pensionable. He thought 
it was the duty of the Under-Secretary 
for the Colonies to see that none of these 
men should suffer so severely and cruelly 
2s many of them were now suffering. 
He wanted to speak briefly on the ques- 
tion of land settlement in the Orange 
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River Colony and the Transvaal. He 
wanted to warn the House that an effort 
was going to be made to force the Land 


Board into making an arrangement with | 


the Government. The Land Board which 
had been established was independent 


of the Government for five vears. Both 
sides of the House agreed to that. Since 


the Board was set up there had been 
steady pressure to force’ it into an 
arrangement with the Government. The 
Board had behaved extremely well, and 
it had refused to do this. He did not 
hesitate to say that they had been incited 
to quarrel with the Land Board, in 
spite of the fact that the Board had been 
eminently successful in all it had done. 
He thought it was perfectly natural 
that the Orange River Colony should 
try to quarrel with the Board. Why ? 
There was a revenue of £40,000 a year 
from rents and payments for land, and 
they would take that sum and apply it 
to the interest on the £1,200,000 loan 
which went for land settlement. The 
£40,000 now went to get fresh land on 
which to put the few settlers who did 
go there and to make it easy for the 
settlers when bad times came, and to 
shepherd them over the rough places. 
The Orange River Colony would be glad 
to have that money, A member of the 
Orange River Colony Government had 
said that it was inequitable that they did 
not get that money. They forgot that 
the Government here in its magnanimity 
wrote off a loan of £5,000,000 for which 
the Orange River Colony was responsible. 
He did not think that the Orange River 
Colony had really any ground of com- 
plaint. He still believed in the policy 
of the late Government in regard to 
Chinese labour and other matters, but 
he thought they made a great mistake 
when they guaranteed the £5,000,000 
loan. What was the basis of his argu- 
ment in saying so? It was that, when 
two races were together in a country, 
having to face prosperity and disaster 
together, they ought mutually to be 
responsible for all their liabilities and 
all their needs. He believed the hon. 
Gentleman opposite agreed with him 
that it would have been far better to 
have said to those people: “‘ Work out 
your own salvation and raise your 
own loan within your colony. Struggle 
together until you find common working 


Sir Gilbert Parker. 


{COMMONS} 
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ground.” The two races would have come 
more closely together infinitely sooner jf 
they had been jointly responsible for 
the £5,000,000 which this Government 
secured to them, not without a political 
purpose behind it. [An Hon. Memprr: 
What about the £30,000,000 7] Passing 
to West African affairs he said he did 
not think he would shock the suscepti- 
bility of any hon. Gentleman opposite 
in regard to the question he was about 
to raise. The Committee might be 
surprised if he appeared in the rile of 
temperance advocate, but he did so 
that afternoon. He was going to chal- 
lenge this Government, the past Govern- 
ment, and all past Governments in this 
country for their dealings with the 
natives in regard to the liquor traffic, 
There were certain portions of His 
Majesty’s dominions where the sale of 
liquor was prohibited. He had always 
taken the ground that the vices of one 
race should not be made possible or 
incorporated in the nature of another 
race. The oriental could bear the effects 
of opium much better than the occidental. 
A European would find himself upset if 
he took a small portion of Kaffir beer, 
but a native would drink it by the gallon 
and not feel any evil effect. To every 
race its own vices. For this Government 
or any Government to get 67 per cent. 
of its revenue out of the sale to the 
natives of spirits made from potatoes 
chiefly in Germany was a thing which 
made one’s Christian blood In 
our own race there was, he supposed, 
natural microbe which resisted to a 
very considerable extent the effects of 
our own liquors and spirits. The native 
had no such microbe. He thought the 
view expressed by the late Lord Salis- 
bury in 1888 was which would 


boil. 


a 


one 


;commend itself to ell members of the 


Committee. He said— 

‘T need not inform you that I am not a 
temperance enthusiast myself. I do not 
coincide with many of the views which I hear 
urged with great confidence in this country. 
But the controversy here and the controversy 
with respect to the native races have nothing 
in common. The native races are for all 
practical purposes children, aud so far as we 
can do it, like children they must be protected. 
No one who even looks at history, still less at 
contemporary history, can doubt the extreme 
character of the evil which this unrestricted 
traffic causes. It has before this swept whole 
races away; it is now producing the greatest 
havoc in all parts of the world. We are so 
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deeply convinced of that, that any efforts on 
our part would never be wanting, nor would our 
attention for a moment relax, from the purpose 
of inducing that common effort by which alone 
this miserable traffic can be restrained.” 


The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for West Birmingham in 1889 said— 


“JT do not think I am a fanatic, and no one, 


Ihope, has called me a sentimentalist, and I am | 


certainly not a teetotaller. I hope I am not 
extreme with regard to any subject ; but I hold, 
as a matter of deep conviction, that the liquor 
trade, and above all, the increase of the liquor 
traffic in West Africa amongst the native races, 
is not only discreditable to the British name, 
not only derogatory to that true Imperialism— 
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sale of drink to the natives in Southern 
Nigeria? If he would not do that, 
would he promise that the Committee 
which the Colonial Office had promised 
to appoint would be guided in the con- 
clusions it came to on the merits of the 
drink question? Would he appoint a 
Committee to sit in London with power 
to send out a Commission to take evidence 
in West Africa ? Southern Nigeria was 


Supply. 


/a small place so far as the trading com- 


| the examination there. 


the sentiment which I desire to inculcate in all | 


my countrymen—but it is also disastrous to 
British trade.” 


He believed that to be the indub table | 


truth. What were the places where the 
sale of spirits to natives was prohibited 4 
It was prohibited in the northern terri- 
tories of the Gold Coast and Northern 


Nigeria. It was also prohibited in 
British Somaliland, the British East 
Africa Protectorate, Uganda, Nyassa- 


land, and Rhodesia. 
of the South 
namely, the 


In all the countries 
African Customs Union, 
Cape, Natal, Orange River 
Colony, Transvaal, Southern Rhodesia, 
Basutoland,Swaziland, and the Bechuana- 
land Protectorate, more or less stringent 
prohibition of sale to natives existed. Lord 
Crewe, the other day, replying to a letter 
from an association which took a great 
interest in this subject, said that the 
question of revenue had to be looked to. 
Of course if once they established the 
principle of getting revenue from liquor, 
it was very hard to do away with it. 
It was verv hard to get it out of cotton. 


cotton in Nigeria. Wherever the revenue 
fom drink was highest the record of 
cotton was lowest. This Government 
and hon. Members opposite were always 
on the side of the angels, and thev often 
said that the Members of the Unionist 
Party were on the side of the diable. 
When hon. Members opposite 


it 


Was a question of revenue. They 


their principles to the off-licences. He 
wondered whether the hon. Gentleman 
would make a sympathetic reply now. 
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A certain amount was got now out of | 


were | 
6 challenged to carry out their good in- 


munity was concerned and there were 
going to be difficulties in carrying out 
There were local 
difficulties to contended against. 
The native hesitated to give evidence 
in regard to the people with whom he 
was associated. The clerk to the small 
trade the effects the drink 
trade, but he would hesitate to give 
evidence if a Member of the Committee 
happened to be his official superior in 
the district. He did not question the 
impartiality of any man in West Africa, 
but he did say that the choice was narrow. 
They could not argue this case from the 


be 


knew of 


purely official standpoint, or-as the case 
of those who were necessarily more or 
interested the production of 
He suggested that the Com- 
mittee be appointed here, and from that 
committee one commissioner should be 
sent out to Africa who would act 


chairman of a local committee. 


tess in 


revenue. 


as 
He 
believed that this was one of the gravest 
questions with which the Imperial Parlia- 
ment had to deal. He had always been 
a prohibitionist where native races were 
concerned. There was going to be in 
South Africa an the native 
And would increase still 
if liquor did not destroy them, 
This country was bound to lead, as he 
it led at the Brussels Conven- 
tion when it secured that there should 
be a minimum taxation of liquor, so as 
have some effect in checking the 

He believed that this country 

all other countries in the 


lead 


increase of 


they 


races. 


more 
believed 
to 


trade. 


should 


| matter of the treatment of the native 


hesitated on the Licensing Bill to apply | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Would the hon. Gentleman on behalf | trusted that the Committee would have 
of the Cape Government prohibit the |a favourable reply from the hon. and 


We knew more about them than 
all other nations and we had the faculty 
for governing them. But we must 


races. 


20 


| with clean hands to other nations and 


not say to them that out of potato spirit 


He 


we got 67 per cent. of our revenue. 


2Y 
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gallant Gentleman. 
hon. and gallant Gentleman tried to meet 
the views of the Committee so far as was 
compatible with his position as Under- 
Secretary and the difficulties of his 
Department. He appealed to him to 
exercise to the fullest extent his influence 
with his Department. and when he was 
told that they could not get revenue 
otherwise, 
They tried for years to get cheaper 
postage of magazines to Canada before 
setting it and now the Post Office was 
going to make it pay. They could make 
temperance pay. He hoped that when 
the hon. and gallant Gentleman replied, 
he would make it clear that there were 
no longer to be mere vain pledges, but 
that a real reform in this respect would 
be introduced which would redound to 
the credit of the Empire. 


*Mr. G. GREENWOOD (Peterborough) 
said he would not attempt to follow the 
hon. Member for Gravesend, but as one 
of those Members alluded to by the 
right hon. Member for St. George’s, Han- 
overSquare, as guilty ofputting Questions, 


he desired, with the permission of the | 


Committee, to say a few words on the 
subject of Natal. He thought they 
were all agreed on one thing, that when 
we granted self-government to a colony, 
the less we interfered with that colony 


the better. But he ventured to say that 


there should be some limit to the doctrine 
self-governing 
separate 
He had lis- 


tened to speeches from hon. Gentlemen | 


of non-interference. A 
colony, after all, was not a 
and independent country. 


opposite, in which opinions were expressed 
which, if carriedout toalogical conclusion, 
that if a self-governing 
colony were to establish a system of 
undoubted slavery in their territory, 
it would, nevertheless, be the duty of 


came to this: 


this country to acquiesce in it. To} 
that doctrine he could not subscribe. 
There must be a limit, and after that 


limit had been passed—as he thought 
it had heen passed in this matter by 
Natal—it became the duty of the pre- 
to 
interfere to save the credit and honour 
There was that going 
on in Zululand and Natal which it would 
not be time wasted carefully to consider. 


dominant partner in the concern 


of this country. 


Sir Gilbert Parker. 
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he should say they must. | 
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Sometimes it was said that they were 
making an attack upon the colony of 
Natal. He wanted to repudiate that 
idea. Even if they ventured to criticise 
the Government of Natal it could not be 
said that they were making any attack 
or criticism against the colony, because 
he did not believe that the Government 
of Natal really could be said to represent 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





the colony. He was entitled to say 
|that, for he had in his hand what 
lhe believed to be an authentic 


document which purported to be the 
declaration of combined committees jn 
Natal who asked for redistribution in the 
Colony. These combined committees 
pointed out that the Prime Minister 
of Natal was returned to Parliament 
bv 327 votes, that Mr. Carter, Minister 
of Justice and Attorney-General only 
polled 302 votes, whereas both the 
senior and junior Members for Durban 
had each polled more votes than Mr. 
Moor and his whole Cabinet put together. 


Eart WINTERTON : Ave there 


bye-elections in Natal ? 


any 


*Mr. G. GREENWOOD said he 
no relevancy in that interruption. 
committees went to 


saw 
The 
| combined on say 
that— 

‘The numbers of the white population are 
decreasing at a rate that already makes it 
questionable whether we are entitled to the 
status of a self-governing Colony, sufficient to 
itself, in maintenance of its authority. unaided.” 


| He thought it would be well to bear 
that in mind, because, as was pointed 
| out, owing to the gerrymandering of the 
constituencies in the colony, it could 
not be maintained that the present 
Grovernment represented the colony. 
The question of the treatment of Dini- 
zulu had been often From 
the Blue-books which he had carefully 
read, he found that in September, 1, 
the Natal Ministers and the Native 
Affairs Commissioner had apparently 
come to the conclusion that cost what 
it might, he might almost say whether 
the Chief was guilty or imnocent— 
it was absolutely necessary that Dini- 
|zulu should be arrested and deported 
from the country. That was in strong 
contrast to what was said during the 
rising in May, 1906, when Sir C. Saunders 
‘and Sir Henry McCallum consistently 


discussed. 
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bore witness to the correctitude of 
Dinizulu’s conduct and his loyalty. But 
opinion changed and the Ministers and the 
Commissioner asked that Imperial troops 
should be sent into Zululand, and they 
decided that a secret inquiry should be 
held as to the guilt or otherwise of 
Dinizulu, and whether he was implicated 
in the rising of 1906. Lord Elgin replied 
in September, 1907, that the Government 
could not possibly become parties to the 
proposed policv, nor could they defe id 
it in Parliament. Time went 
and it seemed to those gentlemen that 
if they could not get their own way in 
this matter, there was another expedient 
open to them: they could suspend the 
constitution of the colony and govern it 
at their own will by martial 


on 


sweet 


lav. Accordingly on 5rd December, 
17, martial law was proclaimed 


in Zululand, followed by martial law 
being proclaimed in the Northern dis- 
tricts of the colony. The Governor of the 
colony when he announced that decision 
to the Home Government said that in 
his opinion the proclamation of martial 
law was premature. And why ? Because 
there was armed resistance. 
Lord Elgin Lith asked 
mn What charge was Dinizulu to be tried 
md what Court, and 


ho 
on December 


before when 
The Natal Government 
replied that they would not assent to 
the withd: ] 


‘aWal 


be withdrawn. 


of the proclamation of 
iartial law, although on 23rd December 
the Governor telegraphed to Lord Elgin | 
that the forces were to be demobilised, | 
except 200 men, showing that it could | 
uot be maintained that there was any | 
danger of a rising. The Governor tele- 
graphed again that his Ministers, against 
his advice, would— 

“Maintain martial law pending the arrest 
{criminals and further search for arms.” 





proclamation of martial law 


Lord Elgin telegraphed that it was 
juustifiable to maintain martial law 
lor that purpose, and that martial law 
nght never to be extended where there 
was no armed resistance, and that he had 
wnfidently expected to hear that the 
had 


There was one extract which 





been 
} withdrawn. 
Ble asked to be allowed to read. On 
8th December, 1907, the Governor | 
)suid that he had urged upon Mr. Moor— | 
“(1) The immediate withdrawal of martial 
law; (2) the release of all men in prison in 
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: ‘ | necessity of the case 
the proclamation of martial lew would | 


| military law. 
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connection with last year’s rebellion ——_ 
| those at St. Helena and those awaiting tria 
(3) the proclamation of a general amnesty ” 


, 


(with certain exceptions), and that he 
had pointed out to himn— 

“that the continued maintenance of martial 
aw tended to bring the civil law into con- 
tempt, and to prove the Government devoid 
of moral power.” 

Nevertheless the Government of Natal 
insisted maintaining martial law 
although there was no suspicion of a 


on 


rising and although they knew that 
it would “tend to bring the eivil 
law into contempt, and to prove the 


Government devoid of moral power.” 
What was martial law? It had never 
been better stated than when stated to 
the Governor of Canada as long ago 

1838 by Sir John Campbell and Sir R. 
M. Rolfe, the then Law Officers of the 
Crown, each of whom _ subsequently 
became Lord Chancellor. They said : 


as 


“ Martial law is stated by Lord Hale to be 
in truth no law, but something rather indulged 
than allowed a law, and it can only be 
tclerated because by reason of open rebellion 
the enforcing of any other laws has become 
impossible. It cannot be said in strictness to 
supersede the ordinary tribunals, inasmuch as 
it only exists by reason of those tribunals 


as 


| having been already practically superseded. 


The right of resorting to such an extremity is 
a right arising from and limited by the 
-quod necessitus eogit, 
de fi ndit.” 

If it said that that was 
authority he had a more modern 
and one to which the right hon. Gentle- 
man opposite would pay the greatest 
deference. Lord Alverstone speaking in 
the House of Lords in April, 1902, quoted 
Vice-Chancellor Kent to this effect 


old 


» 
ole : 


was an 


** Martial law is quite different from ordinary 
It is justified by paramount 
necessity and proclaimed jby a military chief.” 


And further on Lord Alverstone stated— 


A The acts must be acts done by ne 
the defence of the Commonwealth where there 
is war within the realm. . . .The 
is, is there such a state of war or rebellion that 
it cannot be put down by the civil authority, 
or by the military authorities acting under the 
orders of the civil authorities 7” 


And finally 


“The limits of what the executive may do 
under military law are limited by that necessity,’ 
because ‘ the foundation of martial law is 
necessity.” 


essity for 


whole question 


r 


[That was in entire agreement with what 
was stated in Lord Carnarvon’s circular 
despatch of January, 1867, which had 


s¥3 
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been reprinted in the Blue-book of | 


May, 1906, in which he said that to 
justify martial law there must be 
men rising in armed resistance to the 


authority of the Crown. He could 
hardly conceive why it was said 
with all these cumulative authorities 


that there was any doubt upon the point. 
In Natal it could not be suggested for a 
single moment that any of these condi- 
tions existed. There was no armed 
resistance, no paramount necessity, 
and no rebellion. As the hon. Member 
for Leicester had pointed out, the pro- 
posed Act of Indemnity omitted the 
word ‘ rebellion,” that it really 
came to this that martial law was 
applied unconstitutionally and illegally. 


sO 


against the advice of the Governor and 
the Secretary of State. They continued 
it in order that they might search for 
arms and arrest prisoners. They not 
only flogged natives because they would 
not give the evidence they required them 


to give, but thev also prevented Dini- | 
zulu’s solicitor going into Zululand to | 


get evidence. Thev did exactly what 
the Stuart Kings did in the past, and 
which the Petition of Right declared 
to be illegal—they tried to govern by 
martial law in time of peace. He had 
called the attention of the hon. Gentle- | 
man, the Under-Secretary, to the fact 
that in Lord Carnarvon’s circular despatch 
it was stated that the Governor was 
solely responsible both for the proclama- 
tion of martial law, and the withdrawal 
of that proclamation at any moment— 
that the responsibility for proc!aiming 
martial law and the power of declaring it 
at anv moment to be at an end must rest 
with the Governor as the representative 
of the Crown. He asked the late Under- 
Secretary whether that applied to the 
Governor of a_ self-governing 
and he was told that it did not because 
he was bound to act on the advice of h's 
Ministers. He ventured, with respect, 
to submit that that answer was given 
on imperfect consideration, because it 
was perfectly clear that this was a 
matter peculiarly within the prerogative 
of the Crown. There were certain 
things the responsibility for which rested 
on the Governor alone; there was 
the prerogative of mercy, and the pre- 
rogative of amnesty, and the dissolution | 
of Parliament. Though a Governor | 
Mr. G. Greenwood. 


col mv, 
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ought, of course, to consult his Ministers, 
the responsibility in these cases was 
his alone. If they referred to the 
highest authority in this matter. such 
as Todd’s Parliamentary Government 
in British Colonies, they would find 
it laid down that— 

“It must always be remembered that the 
Governor is not bound to comply with the 
advice of his Ministers. In the event of a 
recommendation being submitted to him that 
involved a breach of the law, or that was 
contrary to express instructions received from 
the Crown, he would be obliged to refuse to 
sanction it. For no violation of the law could 
be excused or the plei that it was advised by 
others.” 

Surely that must Le so when the Governor 
was asked to supersede the civil law in 
the country in favour of martial law 
which was no law. This question of 
martial law was considered in this House 
by a Committee which sat in 1849, before 
which Sir David Dundas, then Judge 
Advocate Genera’, gave | and 


e idence, 
said— 


“T believe the law of England is that a 


| Governor, like the Crown has vested in him 
| the right, 
| judging of it and being responsible for his 


where the necessity arises, of 


work afterwards, so to deal with the laws as 
to supersede them all, and to proclaim martial 
law for the safety of the Colony.” 

He, therefore, submitted that it 
the Governor and the 
on his own responsibility to proclaim mar- 
tial law or to issue a proc!amation putting 
an end to it. He ventured to point out 
that the mere proclamation by the 
Governor did not make anything legal 
which would be illegal without it. All 
that such a proclamation amounted to 
was a notice that in future the country 
was to be governed by martial law and 
that was an answer to 
that if this Bill of Indemnity was 
refused martial law would continue. 
When it was considered that the 
ordinary Courts, civil and criminal, were 
open during the whole time, because there 
had never been any armed resistance, 


was for 
Governor alone 


the suggestion 


he should think there was no necessity 


for accepting that Bill. He respectfully 
submitted that if the Governor was re 
sponsible for proclaiming martial law 
or putting an end to it, the Government 
should advise the Governor of the Colony 
to issue a proclamation putting an end 
to martial law,. which could be done 
without assent being given to this 
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}same thing was in this present Bill. 
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Act of Indemnity. 
demnity was on the 


The Bill of In- | 


model of the 


present form, the assent of the Crown 
should not have been given. He did 
not believe any precedent could 
found for such an Act of Indemnity. 
Not only did it legalise things to be done 
in the future under martial law, but pro- 
vided that there should be no appeal 
from any sentence by court-martial which 
had been pronounced before the Royal 
assent was given to the Act. Here he 
might refer to the case of the unfortunate 
chief Tilonko, now undergoing a sentence 
of ten years imprisonment in St. Helena. 
Martial law was proclaimed on 9th 
February, 1906. On 12th April the 
Minister of Justice of Natal, with the 
knowledge of the Governor, wrote to 
the Commandant of Militia that in view 
of the suppression of the native insurrec- 
tion he thought it undesirable to try any 
more natives under martial law. It was 
on 7th July that the Bill of Indemnity 
passed the Legislative Assembly, and 
o the 12th it passed the Upper House 
of Natal. It was not till the 30th that 
Tilonko was tried by court-martial under 
martial law. On 13th August Lord 
Elgin telegraphed to the Governor that 
he might give his gassent to the Bill 
f Indemnity on the assumption that 


martial law should be withdrawn. For 
some reason or other that assent was 
‘ithheld i October, : 

withheld until Ist October, and the 
Colonial Parliament was dissolved in 
the meantime. The result was that 
this unfortunate chief, because of the 
delay which had taken place in the 


assent being given to the Bill of Indem- 
nity, was told when he appealed as he 
id, to the Privy Council and the 
Sipreme Court of Natal, that he was 
leprived of his legal remedy, because | 
tnder the Act of Indemnity there could 
le no appeal fromrany sentenc es! y cour’- 
martial pronounced before the © Royal 
assent was given to the Act. The 


It was laid down that there should be 
lo appeal from sentence of court- 
martial, and more than that this Bill did 
hot conform to what the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, in his despatch to the New Zea- 
land Government, laid down as being the 
ptoper” form of a Bil! of Indemnity. | 
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The Duke of Buckingham in his despatch 


| of 18th May, 1867, said— 


‘ : o | 
Act of Indemnity of 1906. That was| “In my opinion the Indemnity Act should 
an Act to which, in his opinion, in its | 


have been limited in its phraseology to an 
indemnity from acts ordered or approved by 
some responsible military or civil authority.” 


That despatch had not been published, 
but it was to be found in the Colonial 
Office, and it had been reproduced in 
the debates of the Parliament of New 
Zealand at the time. What the Duke 
Buckingham said in his despatch 
applied to this Bill, and the Government 
ought not to give their consent 
it in its present form, for it would be 
an evil precedent. It would actually 
provide an indemnity for acts done 
wantonly and maliciously. They heard 
a good deal at the present time about 
Imperialists. He thought they 
all Imperialists now. But there were 
Imperialists of different shades and com- 
plexions, and for his part, he thought 
the best and truest Imperialist was he 
who was most jealous and sensitive for 
the honour of the Empire and the sane- 
tity of its obligations, for the justice ot its 
dealings, and for the rights and liberties 
of all its subjects on British soil through- 
out the world, whether their colour 
were white or whether their colour were 


black. 


of 


to 


were 


EarL WINTERTON said he did not 
propose to touch on the case of Dinizulu, 
but if he might without im- 
pertinence, he thought the attitude of 
the Under-Secretary was entirely correct 
wnd proper. Although, of course, 
disagreed with a great deal of what 
the hon. Gentleman who had just 
spoken said, he did not think he could 
him of unfair bias in favour of 
Dinizulu; but they must remember, 
in dealing with this subject, that what- 
ever view the Committee might hold as 
to the action and attitude of the Natal 


sav so 


he 


Government they could not too much 
emphasise the special circumstances 
by which that Government found 


themselves surrounded. Natal had an 
enormous black population, with only a 
small handful of white men. They must 
remember further, and it was a point 
which some hon. Gentlemen opposite 
or their friends in the country apparently 
had not realised, that the Government of 
of Natal had been aggravated beyond 
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human endurance. For the last six or 
nine months, indeed long before the case 
of Dinizulu came up, every species of 
innuendo and suggestion had been made 
against the Natal Government by 
called responsible newspapers in this 
country, and it could not be wondered 
at, in these circumstances, having regard 


so- 


to the situation in which the Natal 
Government found itself, that it had 
shown natural indignation, and had 
resorted to measures which did not 


meet with the support of the people of 
this country. Moreover, hon. Gentle- 
men who had taken up the attitude thev 
had done on this question, an attitude 
which certainly he did not think they 
could complair of that day, must remen- 
ber that certein hon. Gentlemen 


were 
altogether suspect in the matter of 
native administration, because they 


belonged to a body of people who for the 
last four vears had done their very best 
in England and elsewhere to make 
native administration an impossibility. 
Probably they had done it with the best 
intentions. He did not refer to the 
hon. Member for Newbury, but to some 
of the hon. Members below the gangway., 
and chiefly those below the gangway 
who had done their very best to make 
native administration an impossibility. 
They had not realised that their attitude 
was not supported by a single section or 
class of the population of those countries 
where there was a native question to be 
dealt with. The hon. Gentleman the 
Member for Merthyr Tydvil was not 
supported by a single man of his own 
class or any other class in the Colonies. 
Though he thought it was most regrettable, 
vet the hostility which he was met with in 
South Africa was a demonstration which 
represented the very strong feeling which 
his action had caused, and the entire 
lack of sympathy on the part of the 
peop'e who had to deal with such pro- 
blem with his views on the subject. He 
hoped the Committee, whatever their 
views might be as to what Natal had 
actuaily done, would not be too hostile 
in their views towards it. There was 
another matter which had not been 
sufficiently ventilated and which had 


beer referred to by his right hor. friend | 


in his speech, viz., the retrenchment 

of the Civil service in the Transvaal. He 

did not think the answer which 
Earl Winterton. 
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Under-Secretary had given was at all 
an adequate reply to the contention 
put forward by the Opposition. He 
wished to put aside the question of race 
prejudice. He was fully aware that 
it was difficult to form an unbiassed 
opinion on that subject, and for various 
reasons he thought it better to leave it 
entirely alone; but he would say, re. 
ferring to what had been said by his 
hon. friend the Member for Gravesend, 
with reference to the end 
tables which were put forward, it was 
abundantly clear, but not sufficiently 
known in this country, that the vast 
majority of Britishers, or rather men 
bearing British names, were renegades 
in the South African war. A_ large 
proportion of them fought for the 
Boers, and they must remember that 
circumstance when the hon. 
man put forward his figures and tables 
so triumphantly. The hon. Gentleman 
had alluded to General Botha, and had 
paid a great tribute to his lovalty, which 
he had been surprised to hear loudly 


statistics 


Gentle- 


cheered by the hon. Members below 
the gangway. Indeed, it was a very 
pleasing feature of that afternoon's 


debate that loyalty should be cheered 
by hon. Gentlemen, below the gangway 
the other side of the House, and 
most pleasing of all by the hon. Member 
for Newbury. The Under-Secretary 
finished his speech by saving that he did 
not think any prejudice had been shown 
in the matter by General Botha. He 
thought that if the Under-Secretary went 
to South Africa and. ascending any 
platform, Dutch or British. said that 
General Botha had shown no kind ot 
prejudice towards men of his own race 
he would be laughed out of the Trans- 
vaal. The hon. Gentleman’s suggestion 
that General Botha had shown no pre- 
judice in favour of men of his own race 
was ludicrous. 


Olt 


CoLoNEL SEELY said tht General 
Botha had been freely denounced by people 
of Dutch extraction because he had not 


employed enough of them. 


Eart WINTERTON said that tha* was 
no doubt true, because a large number of 
Dutch people voted for Ceneral Botha 
believing that when he came into power 
there would not be a Britisher left 





Jone eaepepeRen es 


1304 


at all 
tention 
m. He 
of Tace 
e that 
biassed 
various 
leave it 
say, Te- 
by his 
vesendd, 
‘Ss end 
it was 
iclen‘ly 
le Vast 
r men 
Legacles 

large 
or the 
r that 
Gentle- 
tables 
tleman 
nd had 
which 
loudly 
below 
a very 
rnoon’s 
-heered 
ngway 
e, and 
[ember 
retary 
he did 
shown 
a. He 
Vv went 
any 
that 
ind of 
nh race, 
Trans- 
gestion 
10 pre- 
nh race 


g 
i 


‘eneral 
people 


ad not 


at was 
iber of 
Be tha a 
power 

left in 





TEPER NR ICE = 


1305 


Africa, apart, perhaps, from some half- 
hearted men among the Dutch popula- 
tion, but he would find no one really 
prepared to support him in that con- 
tention. The point with which both 
sides could deal that afternoon with a 
more or less unbiassed mind was what 
was to be done with these unforunate 
men who had been retrenched. They 
held on that side of the House that 
there had been unnecessary retrench- 
ment, and that it had not by any means 
resulted in increased economy. He cid 
not see how anybody on either side 
could disagree with the statement that 
those men had been led to believe, both 
by the late Government and the present 
Government, that they would have 
something in the nature of permanent 
employment and a pension at the end 
of it. For the first time in British ad- 
ministration the honourable continuity 
which had lasted for vears, 
the continuity of the relations between 
many of the Colonial Governments and 
Civil servants, had been broken. That 
relationship had been referred to in 
eloquent terms by the President of the 
Board of Trade in the life of this Parlia- 
ment, and by writers on politics. In 
future, any man sending his son into 
the Civil Service of Egypt or India or 
elsewhere would say that he could not 
trust that some Government would 
not come into power and at one 
stroke sweep away the future of the 
men in its service. It was the bounden 
duty of the Government to make inquiry 
into the circumstances and do some- 
thing for these unfortunate men. His 
right hon. friend had mentioned that 
there were many cases of Civil servants, 
who had been retrenched, a very large 
number of whom were men who came 
from other parts of the Empire—New 
South Wales, Australia, from Canada, 
and other places, where they had been 
previously in employment and occupied 


Supply. 


scores of 


high positions. [An Hon Member: 
Net high positions.] These men 
had filled high and honourable posi- 
tions. He would like to ask hon. 


Members to think what His Majesty's 
dominions beyond the seas would think 
of the Government of a country which 
could treat its servants as this country 
had treated these men in South Africa. 
These men who raised contingents and 
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did yeoman service to the Empire during 
the war would now go back to their 
part of the Empire penniless and broken 
men, and it would be a warning to the 
people in those Colonies not to place any 
reliance upon the gratitude or the 
good faith of the British Government. 
What would happen in the next 
time of crisis when this country 
relied, as she would have to rely, upon 
assistance from other parts of the Empire 
in fighting her battles? What would 


they say when they remembered 
these men who fought for their 
country and were afterwards ™ so 
badly treated? There had been® no 


attempt made, either by answer across 
the House, or in the course of debate, 
to deny the charges which had been 
brought against them. They knew per- 
fectly well that there had been many 
hard men had put out 
of employment through no fault of their 
pledges had been shamelessly 
broken, and though they had not perhaps 
excited the interest of the country as 
they ought to do he believed when 
the next election came round the 
people of the country would not forget 
the Government’s treatment of these 
faithful Civil servants in South Africa. 
More especially it would not forget the 
sneers delivered by the hon. Member 
for Leicester against men who did more 
veoman service for the Empire in a time 
of stress and crisis, than perhaps had 
been done for the last 100 vears. As a 
protest against the refusal of the Govern- 
ment to make an inquiry into these 
circumstances and to treat these men 
justly, he moved to reduce the Vote by 
£1,000. 


been 


Cases ; 


own, 


Motion made and Question proposed, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £31,350, be 


eranted for the said service.” — (Earl 
Winterton.) 
Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 


Burghs) said the question on which he 
wished to say a few words was whether 
it would not be practicable to have a 
conference to consider the whole question 
of oriental immigration as it affected the 
Empire—a conference in which our 
Colonial and Foreign Offices could take 
part, and inwhich the India Office would 
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be represented, as well as the Govern- 
ments of the great Dominions and Colonies 
beyond the seas. It was a matter in 
which we should properly take the lead, 
not to dictate, but to endeavour to clear 
away the difficulties with which the 
Empire was confronted. We had the 
greatest responsibility in this matter, 
both with respect to Imperial as well as 
oreign affairs, and vet we were apt to 
look on whilst each Colony in turn had 
to deal piecemeal with oriental immi- 
gration as each incident occurred. It 
would be well if we upon our side realised 
more fully the difficulties with which the 
Colonies had to deal and if they upon 
their side could realise a little more 
clearly our responsibilities. If such a 
Conference could be held we should get a 
clear statement from them, and even if 
ro solution were in the first instance 
propounded, if we had to face the facts 
and obtain a clear statement of them, 
that of itself would promote a solution 
and might be the only way to do so. It 
was not a matter which should be treated 
piecemeal by the exigencies of each 
Colony. The Indian was told that 
everywhere within the Empire he was 
treated as an equal under British rule. 
Fe found out that that was not so and 
what they had to find out were the parts 
ofthe Empire where oriental immigration 
could be allowed and those parts where 
it must be subjected to some restriction 
or limitation. If thev were to have 
restrictions and limitations they should 
be applied so as to create as little friction 
as possible. The matter was put forward 
ir some detail in a letter to The Times last 
April—a letter to which he was one of 
the co-signatories. but which he did not 
himself write. He could say. therefore 
that it gave a verv excellent statement of 
the case. He would like to know that 
that matter had been considered at the 
Colonial Office. As matters stood the 
questions arising from oriental immigya- 
tion into the different parts of the Empire 
hirdered in some respects the unity of 
Imperial interests. and therefore he would 
urge that they should find out by a 
Conference whether it was possible or not 
to have a more comprehensive policy 
than we had now in the Empire as 
regarded restrictions or limitations upon 
The 
was whether these could not be applied 
Mr, Munivo Ferguson 


oriental immigration. question 
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with less friction and danger than now 
existed. He trusted tht this very 
important matter would have received 
the attention of the Colonial Office and 
that some information might be given 
to the House upon it, because he 
regarded it as one on which the House 
was entitled to have some information. 


*Mr. HAMAR GREENWOOD (York) 
said he was clearly of the view, speaking 
as a Colonial, that the attitude of all the 
self-governing Colonies required no con- 
ference to be well known. Hon. Members 
might take it that Canadians, Australians, 
South Africans, and New Zealanders, 
reinforced by the whole of the American 
people, would not allow any unrestricted 
immigration, whether the Orientals 
were Chinamen, Japanese, or our own 
fellow-subjects from Hindustan. One 
of the peculiarities of discussing Colonial 
questions in that House was that the 
debate seemed to get off on an academic 
line, leaving out of consideration the 
strongest instincts of those white men 
who lived on the frontiers of the Empire, 
who were not interested in academic 
definitions of Empire or of martial law; 
but who were brought face to face with 
one of the most profound and mysterious 
problems, the racial problem, as well as 
the problem of how to keep out, 
or co-exist with, this Oriental immigra- 
tion. At present it threatened to swarm 
on the Pacific edge of both Americas, 
from Alaska to The Con- 
ference would do good in. this, that it 
would show the Home Government once 
and for all that in dealing with Ovientals 
the mind of the self-governing Colonies was 
made up, and thai made-up mind should 
receive, as in reference to the Chinese in 
South Africa it the en- 
dorsement of the Government. 
He had risen especially to speak on the 
Natal It presented to him 
but two points, one a point of detail, 
namely, the imprisonment ot Dinizulu, 
and the second, a point of substance, 
namely, the whole of the negro 
problem in South Africa. As to the 
point of substance, namelv, the relation- 
ship of the white people of Natal to the 
million of negroes that surrounded 
them, he believed it ought to be the pri 
ciple of the Government to endorse the 
view and uphold the attitude of the 


Patagonia. 


had received, 
pr ent 


problem. 
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Natal Government in dealing with the 
black races, unless they had the clearest 
and most unmistakeable sign that that 


view would ultimately work against 
the white population in Natal. He had 


no sympathy whatsoever with those 
learned and finely spun discussions as 
to whether or not there was really a 
rebellion, or any of those minor matters 
that in no way touched the great and 
awful problem of the relationship of the 
white races to the great and numerically 
predominant black races in South Africa. 
There they were discussing in an almost 
empty House one of the most profound 
conflicts that the human mind could con- 
ceive, namely, of conflict between! two 
races. He believed the consideration of His 
Majesty's Government of to-day and of 
the great to-morrow should be primarily 
the consideration of the Britishers living 
in those distant Colonies, and they 
should trust them to see that justice 
was done between black and black, and 
between black and white. It was very 
easy to find fault with the Government of 
Natal because perchance they had made a 
mistake in erresting Dinizulu. Whether 
they hed or had not, far be it from 
him to prejudge the Natal Government. 
He would rether trust the Natal Govern- 
ment on that question than the Govern- 
ment of anv party in that House. There 
were in Natal about 100,000 white men, 
women, end children, surrounded by 
1.000.000 of the most militant of the 
black races of the world. To these 
colonists there was a constant source of 
impending menace. This black 1,000,000 
might for unknown 
up, and that would mean the annihila- 
tion of the white people who came 
within their sphere of 
The Natal Government was not only the 
best but the only judge as to the proper 
action to be taken to repress a supposed 
riot. He had always held that the 
return of Dinizulu was a mistake. The 
return of this hereditary king to the 
Zulus was an invitation to those grea 
native warriors to resume hope that 
Natal, or at any rate that part of it 
which they thought was theirs, would 
Xe once more under the dominion of a 
tegro monarch. He hoped that the 
fovernment would not continue on the 
ines On which he was compelled to think 


they had started, of finding fault with 


some reason rise 


operations. 
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the Natal Government in terms and tones 
which to his mind, in the first place, were 
undignified to the Mother Country’s 
Government, and, secondly, detracted 
from the dignity and __ self-respect 
of those Ministers of the Crown in the 
Colony of Natal. They had to face the 
problem free from all this threadbare dis- 
cussion as to whether martial law should 
be declared to-day or to-morrow after- 
noon. They had to make up their 
minds at because the lives of 
thousands of men and women were in 
danger at the seat of trouble. Surely 
it was possible for this Imperial House 
to refrain from endeavouring to draw out 
of the Under-Secretary for the Colonies 
day by day every little detail in regsrd 
to Dinizulu, and the visits paid to him by 
this man or that woman, the only effect 
of which might be to make the loval 
government of Natzl appear unworthy 
in the eves of this country and of the 
world. He thought that more respect 
should be shown to the views of 2 
self-governing Colony and more 

sideration paid to the Ministers of the 


once 


con- 


Crown who were faced with diffi- 
culties which the Government of this 
country knew nothing about. He coald 


not see why the communications of the 
Colonial Seeretary like the communi- 
cations of the Foreign Secretary should 
not remain private, and not always be 
made public. If it y 
for the Home Government sympatheti- 
cally to complain of the attitude of 
the Natal Government surely it could 
be done in courteous terms, and if they 
must be let their despatches 
remain secret as between this and that 
Government and not be dragged out in 
such a way as to make the Government 
of the Mother Country appear queru- 
lous. He had every sympathy with 
the Government of Natal, and if he were 
in Natal he would be the first to resent, 
as that Government had resented, the 
unfortunate attitude the late Colonial 
Secretary took up in reference to this 
matter between the Home Government 
and Natal. He would go so far as to 
say that neither the present Government 
norany other Government would venture 
to take up that attitude in dealing with 
General Botha. They would not write 
those despatches to Sir Wilfred Laurier, 
and he was inclined to believe that some 


became necessar 


strong 
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unfair advantage had been taken of the 
fact that the Government of Natal was 
a small Government of a smaljl white 
population in a small Colony, although 
in his opinion that should be all the 


more reason why they should have 
greater consideration, more dignified 


treatment, and more respect shown them 
than had been meted out to Natal. So 
much for the relations between the self- 
governing Colony of white people and 
the black population. As to the treat- 
ment of Dinizulu, that was a point of 
detail which in his opinion had been 
exaggerated out of its true position in the 
proper perspective one should have in 


dealing with native affairs. He was 
a Chieftain whom the Government of 
Natal thought fit to arrest. As to 


whether they should have withheld his 
salarv or not he did not express any 
opinion, but that could not be fairly 
urged as a reason why this Chieftain 
was unable to prepare his legal defence. 
He knew something about the Bar and 
the long time one had sometimes to wait 
for fees. He knew that in Natal there 
would never be the slightest difficulty 
for Dinizulu to get the money necessary 
for his legal defence. Whether Dinizulu 
was guilty or not it was not for him to 
sav, and he expressed no opinion as to 
whether he should have been arrested or 
not. As a Colonial himself, as a Liberal, 
and as one who believed that Liberalism 
had made the British Empire, in spite of 


the sneers of the noble Lord the 
Member for Horsham: as one who 
believed that Liberal principles — in 


dealing with self-governing Colonies alone 
were the sound and safe principles upon 
which to continue the structure, he said 
that this Government had been _ ill- 
advised in not more cordially endorsing 
the attitude of the Natal Government. 
Even now the Natal Government should 
be made to know clearly that in their 
dealings with Dinizulu, which was a point 
ot detail, and in their dealings with the 
black races, which was a point of sub- 
stance, they had the whole-hearted 
and cordial support of the Government, 
and he would also like to think the 
cordial support of this Imperial House 
of Commons. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) said that no doubt the 


Mr. Hamur Greenwood, 
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powerful speech of the senior Member 
for York would carry great weight 


upon the other side of the House. If 
he did not follow him it was not because 
he did not appreciate that speech, but 
because of the fact that the time which 
remained for the discussion of Supply 
was so short that a thrice told tale should 
be avoided. He wanted to bring to the 
attention of the Government two matters 
connected with the West Indies and 
British Guiana. One of those questions 
related to a question of principle, and 
the other touched some commercial 
interests, The first question was in 
relation to the Island of St. Vincent, 
Six or seven years ago in that island, 


in the vear 1902, there was a great 
disaster. There was a violent erup- 


tion, the 
and the 


countryside was devastated, 


island laid in ruins, and 


an appeal was made to charitably- 
minded persons. A large number of 
subscriptions were collected in this 


country towards a fund for the relief 
of the distress caused by the eruption 
and to assist in rehabilitating the in- 
dustries of that island. This country 
responded nobly, and a sum amount- 
ing to £75,000 collected — for 
this purpose. He wished to point out 
that to-day, £25,000 or 40 per cent. 
of that sum still remained unspent. 
In view of the purpose for which the 
fund was collected the greatness of the 
sum which was left seemed to indicate 
a rather grave state of affairs. Its 
gravity had been accentuated by cir 
cumstances which he might be pardoned 
if he pursued a little in detail. because it 
illustrated the importance of the prin- 
ciple he wished to emphasise. Before 
the eruption there was a canal ealled 
the Carib Canal which conveyed the 
water to the inhabitants of a country 
which was otherwise waterless and des- 
titute of any hydraulic power whatever. 
That canal was constructed he could 
not say when, and it was almost im: 
possible to ascertain by whom. It had 
been in existence for a very long time, 
and its upkeep was borne by various 
estates through which it passed. There 
were five estates in all and the upkeep 
cost something like £500 a year. That 
canal served a considerable area of the 
country, and hon. Members would ap- 
preciate what a water supply meant In 


was 
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that island. They would also appre- 
ciate the benefits conferred by the 
presence of this canal, because it was 
now impossible, without the presence 
of a water supply, to rehabilitate the 
industries of that part of the country, 
and continue the cultivation which 
previously went on there. In the course 
of the eruption that canal was destroyed. 
It was blocked up with ashes and broken 
down by lava. The water supply 
was cut off, and the country which the 
canal served was evacuated and _ be- 
came a desert and had remained a 
desert ever since. Therefore, the im- 
portance to the island of reconstructing 
that canal must be obvious to the Com- 
mittee. Its importance had been in- 
sisted on in Reports presented to the 
Colonial Office from Sir Daniel Morris, 
from Mr. Powell, and from a local com- 
mittee which inquired into the adminis- 
tration of the eruption fund and how 
the fund could best be emploved. All 
those people recommended that among 
the objects towards which the money 
should go was the reopening of this 
canal, This canal passed in large measure 
through an estate or upon the borders 
of an estate which belonged to 
person. That was a facet which ought 
to be stated at once, although it was 
of no weight in considering the question, 
hecause the representations which had 
been made on the subject came from 
a very wide area and strata of society 
which showed that the demand was a 
genuine one. So far as he was concerned 
personally, he did not know this gentle- 
man and it was only the other day that 
he heard his name. He had never had 
any communications with him, and he 
was simply stating the facts as they 
were laid before the local committee. 
That supply had been lost in consequence 
of the eruption. Proposals were made 
by the owners of the land to the Govern- 
ment and they were accepted. The 
(rovernment gave a grant of £1,600 out 
of th fund. and the owners spent between 
£3,000 and £4,000 in advancing the work. 
At a certain stage it was discovered that 
the damage done by the eruption had 
been more serious than was at first sup- 
posed. The lava had filled up ravines, 
and it was found that the water would 
have to be carried by pipes for irrigation 
and power purposes, and that must 


one 
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necessarily be an expensive method. 
The owners were put in the position of 
being £5,000 out of pocket, and they had 
to decide whether they would go on or 
not. They decided to drop the project. 
So serious did the matter appear with 
regard to the industries of the island that 
the matter was considered by the local 
committee and public meetings were 
held regarding it. The committee recom- 
mended that a loan from the fund should 
be made for the purpose of carrying on 
this work—a loan from the fund sub- 
by charitable people in_ this 
country. The loan was to be terminable 
and interest-bearing. The Secretary of 
State refused assent to that course. He 
was aware that when a colonial in any 
portion of the British dominions had a 
grievance to state it was the Colonial 
Office that was cast for the part of the 
wicked uncle. He had found that that 
was sometimes done in circumstances 
which were entirely undeserved. When 
there was a conflict of opinion between 
the official and the non-official members 
of the legislative council the duty of the 
Colonial Office was plain. and that was to 
support the official members. Unless the 
Colonial Office carried out the policy of 
trusting the men on the spot there would 
be difficulty. But that was not the 
question here, because among those 
foremost in recommending that a loan 
should be made for the purpose mentioned 
were the official! representatives of the 
Government. It was they who had been 
repeatedly urging this policy on the 
Colonial Office. The policy had been 
recommended by the legislative council, 
by the officials in charge ot the island, and 
by the Governor in charge of the group 
of islands. The reply of the Colonia! 
Office was that they had no objection to 
the loan being made, but that if it was 
made it ought to be out of the floating 
balance of revenue. He was bound to 
say that from the point of view of finan- 
cial theory there was a good deal to be said 
for that policy, but in the circumstances 
it was ludicrous, for the floating balance 
only amounted to £5,000, and from that 
had to come provision for secondary 
education, provision for a subsidy to the 
West Indian Telegraph Company, and 
a contribution for a new jetty which 
was now under construction. The float- 
ing balance was already earmarked and it 


scribed 








1315 Supply. 


was absolutely impracticable to take the 
loan out of it. When that suggestion 
was made a special meeting of the 
legislative council was called to consider 
the question. Apparently there was 
an objection to laying the dispatch sent 
by the Secretary of State on this matter 
on the Table of the House, but it had 
already been published in the island. 
The Governor telegraphed to the Secre- 
tary of State asking him to reconsider 
his decision. The administrator made, 
a speech in which he quoted a Memo- 
randum setting forth the whole details 
of the subject. That Memorandum, wh ch 
had keen published in the Colonial papers, 
was one which the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman refused to lay on the Table 
of the House of Commons. He _ took 
the greatest exception to the despatch 
being laid before the legislative assembly, 
while the representative of the Colonial 
Office refused to place it before the 
House of Commons. That was quite 
a novel proceeding, and he ventured to 
say that it was unconstitutional. The 
whole of the legislative council, official 
and unofficial members, were united in 
refusing to have anything to do with the 
scheme which the Secretary of State 
put forth. He submitted that that 
constituted a state of affairs which was 
really in principle rather grave. He 
would support the Colonial Office in 
acting on the advice of the officials on 
the spot, but the position was rather 
grave when they set up their own view 
against that of the local representatives 
and their own officials. He appealed to 
the hon. and gallant Gentleman to give 
further consideration to this point. The 
fund subseribed for the relief of 
distress and for the rehabilitation of the 
industries of the natives, but the Colonial 
Office desired that a portion of it should 
be left so as to form an insurance fund 
against future disasters. That might 
or might not be a desirable thing to do, 
but he maintained it was ultra vires to 
devote anv portion of the money sub- 
scribed for the relief of distress to that 
purpose. When a fund was being raised 
for the relief of the people of St. Vincent 


Was 


many of the subscribers pointed out that 

40 per cent. of the money subscribed 

to the Jamaica fund was still in the 

cofiers of the Colonial Office, and they 
Mr, Mitchell-Thomson. 
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subscribed on condition that the money 
would be applied to the purpose for 
which it was given. Referring to the 
question of cable communication with 
the West Indian Islands, he said that the 
cable service with Jamaica was above 
reproach. There were two competing 
lines at about 3s. a word, and there 


had been remarkably few  interrup. 
tions during the ‘past ten years. With 
regard to the southernmost islands, 


Trinidad, Barbados, and British Guiana, 
the very reverse was the case. The 
cable service was costly and unreliable 
The service had been always and was 
at the present moment costly and un- 
reliable. The rate to Jamaica was 3s, 
a word, which was reasonable. It was 
not a light rate, for a telegram could be 
sent longer distances for less. The rate 
to Siam, Australia, and Japan, half-way 
round the world,was 4s. 10d. a word, while 
it was 4s. 9d. to Barbados, 5s. ld. to 
Trinidad,and 7s. to Demerara in British 
Guiana. That showed that the service 
was costly, which was partly in conse- 
quence of an agreement with an Americal 
company to Cuba to “route” the messages. 
That the service was unreliable was de- 
monstrated by the fact that during th 
last six months of this vear, to the end of 
June, or 182 davs, cable communication 
was interrupted between British Guan: 
and Trinidad and Barbados on forty-five 
days, or two days out of every five. The 
best practical evidence as to the un- 
reliability of the service was shown by 
the wav the Colonies concerned had tre- 
duced their contributions to the cable 
company by way of subsidy, The subsidy 
cost this country nothing; the charge 
fell only on the exchequers of the different 
Colonies, amounting in all to £15,000 a 
year. Barbados had reduced its con- 
tribution from £2,500 to £1,500 ; Deme- 
rara from £4,500, to £3,000; Trinidad 
from £6,000 to £3,000. The hon. and 
gallant Gentleman would agree that it 
was time that something was done to im- 
prove matters. It was evident that from 
the commercial and political point of view 
great use was made of the cables by the 
Colonies, and from a strategic point of 
view cable communication would become 
more importent when the Panama Canal 
was an established fact. The Govern- 
ment of British Guiana in November last 
made an agreement with a cable company 
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for the establishment of a system of 
wireless telegrams, but he understood 
that nothing had been done to carry it 
into effect. If that were so, would the 
hon. and gallant Gentleman see that 
something was done soon? He was far 
from siving that wireless telegrams would 
prove less costly than cable messages ; all 
he was anxious to see in the meantime 
was that something should be done to 
establish communication between British 
(fuiana and Trinidad. As regarded the 
lnk between ‘Trinidad and Barbados 
and between Barbados and Bermuda, 
the strongest possible case had been made 
out foran all-British cable. A direct cable 
between Bermuda and Trinidad was re- 
commended by an Inter-Departmental 
Committee which sat in 1902,and by a 
resolution passed unanimously by the 
chambers of commerce of the Empire 
in 1906. The only question that re- 
mained to be settled was that of finance ; 
aid he wished to make a suggestion. 
The Colonies used to contribute £15,000 
a vear; they now contributed £7,000, and 
hid expressed their willingness to make 
an increased contribution if this direct 
cible were laid. He had been told that 
the cost would be £25,000 per annum. 


CoLoNeL SEELY: Including Deme- 
rara { 
Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON: Yes, 


including Demerara. Of course a great 
saving would result in the rates. If 
the Colonies contributed their original 
subsidy—which they had _ practically 
agreed to do— of £13,000 that left 
£10,000 to be provided for. Canada 
at a conference held last year at Ottawa 
had expressed willingness to contribute 
towards this cable £5,000, leaving only 
£5,000 to be borne by the Colonial Office. 
He did not put forward this financial 
method as final, but he thought it was 
worth consideration by the hon. and 
gallant Gentleman in view of the value 
such a cable would be from adminis- 
rative and strategic considerations to 
the Government. In the meantime he 
pressed on the hon. and gallant Gentleman 
the great importance of doing some- 
thing in regard to the existing state of 
things, which constituted a burden which 
could hardly be borne by the Colonies 
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and an injustice which required im- 
mediate remedy. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) said 
that the noble Earl above the gangway 
had gone out of his way to sneer at the 
Labour Members, more _ especially 
the hon. Member for Merthyr Tydvil and 
the hon. Member for Leicester. There 
was a great deal of difference between 
the way people looked at things, but he 
would like to say that if the noble Earl 
wis prepared to change places with the 
hon. Member for Merthyr Tvdvil, and had 
gone out to the Transvaal to expose 
how the country was being ruined by 
men whose only desire was to make 
wealth, he might not have got a better 
but rather a worse reception. He had 
great admiration for officers who did 
their duty, but men who went into the 
factory and the mine could be just 
as great heroes as any man who served 
under the colours; and whatever might 
be said in regard to the Transvaal War 
the Labour Members had felt that thev 
were speaking in the interests of the 
common workers of the country. Last 
vear on this Vote he had called atten- 
tion to the Government of the West 
Indian Islands, but without much effect, 
and he hoped he would have more 
success with the hon. and gallant Gentle- 
man than with his predecessor. He 
asserted that the administration of the 
West Indian Islands was altogether 
too costly and that it imposed on the 
people of those islands an enormous bur- 
den of taxation which was altogether out 
of proportion to what it should be. The 
revenue of the islands last vear amounted 
to £3,000,000, and how had that been 
raised 2? What he was about to state 
ought to appeal to a free-trade Govern- 
ment. He found that in Jamaica the 
duty at present on bacon was 20 per cent. 
He asked the hon. Member what he 
thought of Customs taxation which 
ranged from 33 per cent. on biscuits and 
bread, and 45 per cent. on flour, to 70 
per cent. on domestic lighting oil. « No 
one supporting a free trade Govern- 
ment could argue that such a state of 
things could continue. This taxation, 
it must be remembered, weighed on the 
people of these islands very heavily. 
Of course if reductions in the Customs 
were to be made it was necessary to find 
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some way of reducing the expenditure, 
and he suggested that Governors of these 
islands were considerably overpaid as 
compared with the Governors of self-gov- 
erning Colonies. In Tasmania, with an 
average export of £16 a head the Gov- 
ernors salary was £2,500. In Jamaica, 
where the exports were £2 a head the 
Governor's salary was £5,000. 
same remarks applied to other islands. 


They ought therefore to commence by re- | 


ducing the salaries of the Governors of 
these islands. The importation — of 
coolies from the East Indies to these 
islands had reduced the wages of the 


agricultural labourers from fifty-five cents | 


to thirty-two cents per day, and they 


objected to the subsidy of £8,000 
taken out of the taxation which 
thev had to pay being given to the 


planters of these islands in order that 
they might bring in cheap labour. There 
were plenty of men to work if the planters 
only paid a proper price, and it was unfair 
that these people should be compelied 
to pay this taxation and that out of that 
taxation £8,000 should be given to the 
planters to import cheap labour from the 
East Indies. Year after vear he had 
applied to the Opposition when in power 
for this redress, but instead of giving it 
they did exactly the opposite in 1896. In 
the Straits Settlements the planters 
themselves had to pay for the introduc- 
tion of this labour and the Government 
should now see to it that they did not 
subsidise the planters in these islands 
anv longer. He also appealed to the 
Government again to allow the Port of 
Spain to have a municipal council. In 
1896 they had a municipal council which 
was suppressed owing toa riot. They had 
been without now for thirteen years which, 
he thought, was punishment enough for 
what had taken place, and he hoped the 
hon. Gentleman would, in his reply, indi- 
cate to the Committee that the municipal 
council would be re-established next 
vear. He also objected to the power 
which was placed in the hands of the 
town board of the Port of Spain sum- 
marily to sell by auction the property 


of anvbody who was indebted to them. | 
° i 


He knew of a case of a man whose house, 

which was worth £250, was sold for about 

£17 at auction because there were some 

£2 or £3 due from him for certain work in 

the shape of municipal repairs done by 
Mr. Summerbell. 
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the town board. With regard to the 
| Gilbert Islands he had seen a document 
signed by several chiefs on those islands 
which stated that the laws were badly 
|administered and flagrantly broken by 
the Governors ; that people were wrong- 
fully deprived of their land; that their 
trees were cut down; andthat there were 
numerous floggings and other outrages, 
He asked that these matters should be 
investigated because, if they were as 
stated, it was quite time that some reform 
took place. He also appealed to the 
right hon. Gentleman to consider the 
case of Mr. William Davis of Dominica 


which had now been hanging on for 
several vears. That gentleman had, it 
appeared, a genuine grievance, and he 


hoped the hon. and gallant Gentleman 
would cousider the matter and, if he found 
that the 
justice was done. 


*Mr. THEODORE TAYLOR (Lan- 
cashire, Radcliffe) drew attention to 
the question of the opium consumption 
in Hong Kong. 
sented the action of the Home Govern- 
ment in bringing their 
question into line with the action of the 
Chinese Government. All that the 
Colonial Secretary had done was to say 
that sooner or later the opium dens 
must be closed. Tl 


case was as stated, see that 


The people there re- 


action upon this 


hat was two months 
ago, and not a single dem had vet been 
closed; so that time was certainly being 
given forthe chan e. The old argument 
had been brought up that if opium was 
bad it was not bad as drink, as if 
that had anything to do with it. On 
28th May in the Hong Kong Legislative 
Conncil a resolution of protest was moved 
against the dens being closed. In second 
ing that resolution a Chinese member of 
the council said he desired to maintain 
the council’s rights, but he deseribed the 
existence of the dens as “a blot on Hong 
Kong’s fair fame, dragging the splendid 
Colony in the mud.” He “urged that 
the opium dens and farms should be 
destroyed root and branch.” That was 
the attitude of the respectable Chinese 
members of the Colony. The objection to 
suppression was merely a question of 
revenue, He begged the Government 
to persevere in their policy of suppressing 
the opium habit. The colonists were 
complaining that there would be a loss 
of revenue and asked to be relieved 
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of their contribution of $1,250,000 
towards military expenditure. The 
same question arose in the Straits 
Settlements. Svmpathising with this 
complaint, he supported the Govern- 


ment in giving them a little time, but he 
implored them to stick to their policy and 
not to be dismayed in the very least 
by whatever was said. There were 
interested parties who helped to create 
a local public opinion in favour of the 
trafic, and, though he did not want to 
overstate the matter, he had the very 
best evidence for saying that many of the 
(Chinese were afraidto move to show their 
anti-opium feeling. As a matter of fact, 
whereas in China the Government 
couraged bv edict anti-opium societies, the 
natives 10 Hong Kong feared to promote 
these societies because they were afraid 
tooffend the Brit'sh there. He had good 
sround for stating even more than that, 
aud he was quite certain there was 
in this Crown Colony, owing to the fact 
that a large proportion of the revenue 
depended upon the opium dens and 
habits, a considerable European opinion 
in favour of the continuance of them. 
The question affected not only Hong Kong 
and the Straits Settlements, but the other 
day they heard of it in copnection with 
Cevlon. He thanked the Government 
for the action thev had taken there. 
Contrary to common belief there was 
not only opium-eating but  opium- 
smoking in Ceylon. He had a letter 
written by the late Sanitary Officer 
of Colombo to a local newspaper stating 
that, “fas the Sanitary Officer, he was well 
acquainted with all the slums in Colombo, 
and there was no part of the city when 
making inspection of the poor parts where 
he did not find opium -smoking; the 
vity of it being that the habit was preva- 


lent a 


en- 


nong the women.” It was very 
mportant that thev should not allow this 
habit to grow. They hadthe same story 
from South Africa. A memorial lately 
presented by the Witwatersrand Church 
{ the stated 


Council in that 
there were twenty opium dens with 300 


Transvaal 
resular customers, whiist the number of 
included 
The 
Govern- 
do 
Mackenzie 


victims was inereasing and 
White people as well as coloured. 
the 
ment replied that they could not 


anything this Mr. 


Secretary of Transvaal 


year. 
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King’s inquiry for the Canadian Govern- 
ment into the damage resulting from 
the anti-Asiatie riots of last September 
discovered that a large trade was being 
carried on in the manufacture of opium. 
There were seven factories in Victoria, 
Vancouver, and New Westminster, the 
majority of them only recently estab- 
lished. The opium was mostly 
sumed by Chinese, but the habit 
making headwav among white 
women, and even among white bovs and 
girls. The Canadian Parliament had just 
passed a law prohibiting the importa- 
tion, manufacture, and sale of the drug 
except for medical purposes; and that 
was the kind of thing they wished to 
press upon the British rmment. 
They wanted the non-medical use of 
opium prohibited, whether inside or out- 
side dens. It was nota question of opium 
dens merely. If the opium dens were 
closed the practice would be carried on in 
private houses, though no doubt to a 
less extent. They had to follow the prac- 
tice wherever they found it. Australia 
and New Zealand had stopped it, and in 
every country public opinion was waking 
up on this question, and it was becoming 


Suj yply. 


con- 
was 
men and 


Gove 


the policy of the civilised world to 
suppress the traffic. He urged the 
Government not to fall short of that 


policy, lest we should soon find more 
opium dens in our own country. There 
were a few already. They largely 
existed in Crown for 


Colonies which 


we were specially responsible. In the 
United States, in Japan, in our own 
chief self-governing Colonies, and else- 
where public opinion now apprehended 
the seriousness of the matter, and it was 
becoming the policy of the world to stop 
the smoking of opium. They were told 
bv those who excused this easy method 
of raising revenue that they might follow 
it wherever they liked, but they would 
not stamp it out. It was no doubt very 
easy tosmuggle. He remembered when our 
own sugar duty was imposed, the Govern- 
ment had to take very stern measures to 
the smuggling of saccharin, an 
article of high value and small bulk ; 


stop 


and if the Government meant business, 
the opium traffic could be stopped. 
Where there was a will there was a way. 
There was no need for the Government 


Why should it 
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deal more gently with the traffic than 
Japan ? They only needed a thorough- 
going law and to have it properly ad- 
ministered. If the Government was 
determined and passed stringent laws 
and saw they were rigidly enforced, 


the traffic could be put down in our | 


territory as it had been put down in 
Japanese territory and in our own self- 
governing Colonies. 
also were about 

hibiting the traffic. 


to pass a law pro- 


*Mr. BOULTON (Huntingdonshire, 
Ramsey) said the Opposition had laid 
down a new and extraordinary d»ctrine, 
and they were making the most of it 
inside and outside the House: 
said that the Government were acting 
in an anti-Imperial way when they 
made suggestions in the mildest form 


to the Natal Government, and _ refused | 


to take any steps to interfere in the 


internal policy of the Transvaal. The 
Opposition drew a great distinction 
between Natal and the Transvaal and 


Orange River Colony. It was wrong to 
interfere in the slightest way with Natal. 
but it was right to interfere with the 
Transvaal. 
absurd. The right hon. Gentleman 
opposite, the late Colonial Secretary, 


had suggested that the Government 
should appoint a Committee to in- 
vestigate the local policy of the 
Transvaal. He had never heard of | 


a precedent for doing anything of the 
kind. The local affairs of a self- 
governing Colony had never been in- 
vestigated in such a way the 
right hon. Gentleman suggested in 
the history of the Empire, and the 
suggested Committee of Inquiry would 
be entirely unconstitutional and quite 
uncalled for. At the same time, the 
Opposition attacked the Government 


as 


for making a mild suggestion to the | 
Natal Government in a matter of exterior | 


policy—the question ofthe government of 
the natives. It had been suggested that 
the Government had entered into some 
sort of disgraceful conspiracy with the 
Transvaal by which they lent a large sum 
of money in consideration of the Trans- 
vaal Government doing away 
Chinese labour. 
ment had decided to do away with Chinese 
labour before any negotiations were 


Mr. Theodore Taylor. 
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The United States | 


they | 


That, in his opinion, was | 


with | 
The Transvaal Govern- | 
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opened for a loan. It was, in his opinion 
|a disgraceful charge to bring against 
His Majesty’s Government and _ the 
Government of a self-governing Colony, 
| There had been some 9 


strong language 


fused, and he thought the words 
of the Under-Secretary were largely 
justified. He protested against any 
‘such suggestion. It never ought to 
have been made. He had felt a 
|considerable amount of doubt about 


| the retrenched officials of the Transvaal. 
but the speech of the Under-Secretary 


‘had satisfied him that the position 
lin the Transvaal was not at all un- 
| satisfactory. That was a matter of 


satisfaction on that side of the House. 
He was very glad to hear that steps 
were being taken to find positions for 
these unfortunate men. He knew several 
of them who came from Canada, and got 
positions after the war was over, and 


ihad now lost them. At the same 
time knowing something about those 
gentlemen and their capacity he 


could understand perhaps that while 
capable for positions while the war 
was going on they were not altogether 
suited to fill very responsible positions 
in the civil administration of a 
governing Colony. That might of 
course have had something to do with 


self- 


their retrenchment. At any rate it 
was perfectly obvious from the. start 
|that the Civil Service of the Trans- 
vaal was very much overstaffed and 


| would have to be very largely retrenched, 
and consequently what happened was 
only what might have been expected. 
They were satisfied that the retrench- 
ment had been principally under the 
last Administration—under the Adminis- 
tration of Lord Milner—and not under 
this, and further he felt verv great satis- 
faction that the new appointments had 
been made without any respect to race. 
In these great Colonies where they had 
two races side by side, the only chance ot 
amalgamation and fusion of the races 
was to treat them as Transvaalers, and 
not as Boers and Englishmen, and in that 


way they might hope some day to have 
the Transvaal, a 

| Transvaalers living under the 
Jack. The speech of the Under-Secretary 
| would give great the 
country generally. 
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Lorpd BALCARRES 
Chorley) asked how the authority of 
Parliament was to be obtained for the 
payment of the salary to Dinizulu. It 
was @ new service, and could not be 
paid out of any economies in the Votes 
they were going to pass that evening 
and the next day, and it could not be 
done by Supplementary Estimate. He 
did not know how the authority of the 
House could be obtained. The proper 
thing was a Supplementary Estimate, 
but if it was introduced during the 
autumn session a Consolidated Fund 
Bill would be necessary. 


CotoneL SEELY said the proposal 
was to take a Supplementary Estimate 
in the autumn session. In any case 
they would have had to come to Parlia- 
nent for a supplementary sum, and this 
small sum of £400 for Dinizulu would 
be included. The money would be 
paid and would be forthcoming, and he 


thought he could undertake that it 
should be done in due form. With 


regard to the opium question, he had 
been asked whether some action would 
be taken to deal with the evil effects 
of opium derivatives as well as of opium 
itself. That was no doubt most impor- 
tant. There could be no question that 
bad as was the effect of smoking opium, 
the injection of morphia was even more 
injurious. He had received a most 
interesting letter from one of the 
Governors of the Straits Settlements, in 
which he pointed out from personal 
experience how awful were the effects of 
the injection of morphia, making a man 
a wreck in a year if he once took to it. 
He trusted the International Commis- 
sion, which was to assemble shortly, 
would include in its purview these opium 
He understood, though he 





eae 


+The International 


American representatives were anxious 
to take this course. The Government 
would of course agree on that point. 
Commission would 


meet in Shanghai, on Ist January 
text. Our representatives would be 


present and would take part in the 


leliberations with a view to at 
east coming up to the standard 
ot China, if not of going beyond 


rf 





The hon. Member for Lanark had 
devoted some time to the question of 
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St. Vincent and the Carib Canal. He 
was sorry to find himself in disagreement 
with the hon. Gentleman on the subject, 
because on the whole of the other matters 
connected with the West Indies he gladly 
availed himself of his help and saw eye to 
eye with him. Ifthe hon. Member was of 
opinion that they were wrong about the 
Carib Canal he must continue to endeavour 
to convert them. They were not con- 
verted yet. The situation was this. A 
benevolent public subscribed £73,000 to 
repair the damage done in St. Vincent 


Supply. 


| at the last eruption and in general terms 


to relieve distress. It seemed good to 


| Lord Elgin that of this amount £25,000 


should be retained as a nest egg for future 
eruptions. A gentleman who was specially 
concerned in these matters, and had 
personal acquaintance with the West 
Indian Islands, had said regretfully to 
him that he could guarantee either an 
eruption, an earthquake, or a hurricane 
within ten years. It was very unfortu- 
nate that this should be the case, but if 
there was any truth in it surely it was wise 
to keep this sum of £25,000 for the moment 
when the next disaster occurred. They 
trusted it might never occur, but unless 
a fresh cataclysm of Nature occurred, 
which should transfer the earthquakes 


'and eruptions to another part of the 


world, something of that kind, or even a 
drop in the price of sugar of a phenomenal 
kind might occur which would need im- 
mediate application of relief. They would 
then have this £25,000 available under 
the scheme laid down by Lord Elgin. 
The hon. Gentleman said— But the 
Carib Canal will remain full of ashes, 
and without a fresh water canal you can- 
not expect to have the island properly 
cultivated.” This Mr. Porter who owned 
the land at the edge of the canal was 
digging out the ashes as fast as might 
and if the hon. Member said in 
point of fact he would give up digging, 
his only answer was that he was 
coming over to this country, and they 
hoped to have an opportunity of 
seeing him, for they would then know 
just how they stood. They would, of 
course, see Mr. Porter and learn all he had 
to say; but as at present advised they were 
not disposed to devote this sum to the 
digging of the ashes out of the canal}be- 
lieving as they did that Mr. Porter would 


be, 


do it. 


2Z 
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Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON said his | took exception to making a contribution. 


point was that although it might 
be desirable to provide a fund for 
future contingencies, they had no power 
to divert this sum, which was subscribed 


But they had shown a disposition to join 
together to increase their contributions 
for a particular cable, and although he 


|could not give any assurance on that 


for the relief of immediate necessities and | particular point he could tell the hon, 


earmarked for that particular purpose. 


legal aspect of that matter had been 
considered, and he himself had looked 
into it, and he was of opinion, speaking 
as a lawyer, that they were fully justified 
in the action they had taken. If it 
should turn out that they were bound 
to expend the sum, they would have to 
reconsider their attitude, but they had 
taken the best advice and were quite 
sure they were right. He thoroughly 
agreed with what the hon. Gentleman 


had said as to the importance of doing | 


something to improve the cable com- 
munication both between the West 
Indies themselves, and between thu: 
country and the West Indies. It wa 
certainly a most remarkable fact that the 
cost should be so great. The 
Member told them it cost 7s. to Demerara, 
and that it cost to telegraph to the West 
Indian Islands, which were only a fort- 
night’s steam from here, within a penny 
what it cost to telegraph to Japan, 
which was half-way round the world. 
He agreed that they ought to do some- 
thing, and the Secretary of State pro- 
posed to take what action he could. 
There was this difficulty, that there 


hon. | 


| Gentleman on the authority of the 


| Secretary of State that they were anxious 
Cotonet SEELY said he knew the | 


to improve communication with the 
least possible delay. The hon. Member 
for Sunderland had addressed them on 
the subject of the finance of the West 
Indies. It was true that the salaries 
paid appeared to be large, but they 
must take into account the climate and 
| the liability to earthquakes in estimating 
'the salaries of Governors. The hon, 
Member had also referred to the coolie 
question and to the fact that in some 
|of the West Indian Islands there was 
| assisted immigration. It seemed to him 
that there were sound grounds for 
protesting against that system. It did 
not seem reasonable on the face of it to 
assist immigration which might be 
supposed to cut down wages. He con 
sulted the Governor of Jamaica on the 
question of indentured coolies when he 
was over here, and with regard to the 
| cutting down of wages he assured him 
that wages had gone up, and that the 
work done by the coolies was work 
which would not be done by the natives 
of Jamaica. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL: 


wages. 


Not at the same 


| 


were the two competing systems of | 


submarine cable and wireless telegraphy. 
The hon. Member was quite right in 


what he told the Committee about the | 
superior efficiency of cable communi- | 


cation, and the fact that they had taken 
to it in one case if not two. 
it difficult, because the inhabitants of the 


Islands themselves, who had subscribed | 


the money, were not at one asto which 
was the best method. There must 


come an end to knocking people’s heads | 


together, and the Secretary of State was 
anxious to try the experiment of wireless 
telegraphy in one place, and, it might be, 
to increase and improve the cable com- 
munication elsewhere. These Islands 
were not very rich, and although it 
might be desirable to improve cable 
communication, when any concrete pro- 
posal was made, the Islands frequently 


This made | 


| CoLtonEL SEELY replied that he was 
convinced that the system did not operate 
in Jamaica in 
pected to operate in other parts of the 
|world; but Government 


the 


| 

| would watch the experiments closely. 
| His Majesty’s Government were not in 
| favour, as a rule, of indentured labour, 
but such indentured labour as existed 
they could not sweep away except in 
South Africa where it would be swept 
away; but in other parts of the world 
they could not sweep it away. He 
would return to that subject later on. 
As to the Gilbert Islands, there was 
in the Pacific a gentleman well known 
for his sympathy with the natives, 
Sir Everard im Thurn, and his Re- 
port did not bear out the statements 





the way it might be ex | 
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Pre) 


that had been made. That gentleman | pointed without delay to investigate 
was on his way home, and he would bring | the matter on the spot, first, to find out 
before him what his hon. friend who raised | the extent of the evil, and secondly 
the question had said. Although it | to make suggestions as to a remedy. Of 
might be very unfortunate that people | course the hon. Member for Gravesend was 
should have to work four days a week | aware, and other hon. Members who had 
when three days work was enough, and | spoken on the Ministerial side were also 
that they should be only allowed to daice | aware, that the Government were some- 
on Saturday afternoons, he hardly thought | what tied in this matter by the contiguous 
his hon. friend was justified in viewing | frontiers of foreign countries. They had 
the situation in the Islands with the alarm | entered into engagements with foreign 
which he professed. | Powers to raise the duty in order to 
check the traffic. Some of those Powers 
Mr. SUMMERBELL said he had only | were anxious to go much faster and 
asked the hon. and gallant Gentleman to | some of them were not 
give his attention to the state of things! much further. Unless they could come 
alleged to exist by the chiefs. to some agreement with those foreign 
countries which had contiguous frontiers 
Coronet SEELY said he understood | the drink which was being smuggled 
that the people alluded to were what were | ' might cause as much damage as the 
called “ the old men.” He did not wish | other drink evil. Unless they could 
to appear to be in any way throwing| get the consent of foreign Powers in 
ridicule upon this question, but he wished | this direction they could not check the 
to defend those whom he had reason to| sale of the article. He could assure 
believe were administering affairs with | hon. and right hon. Gentlemen oppo- 
due regard to the“conditions"under which | site that the Secretary of State viewed 
those people were working. With*regard | the whole situation with concern, and 
to West Africa”and the liquor traffic, he | he proposed to appoint this Committee 
admitted that there they were by no_| to consider what action was possible. 
means on strong ground. The hon. Mem- 
ber for Gravesend had pointed out that; Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
60 or 70 per cent. of the revenue in some | Appleby) asked if the hon. and gallant 
Colonies was drawn from drink. That | Gentleman could say of 
was, no“doubt, approximately accurate. | Committee would consist ? 
The Secretary of State viewed with} 
concern the immense amount of| Cotonen SEELY replied that he 
liquor imported into West Africa! could not. The association of which 
and the immense ratio which the/ the right hon. Baronet the Member 
liquor tax bore to the rest of the revenue. | for Honiton was a leading light had 
That was not a desirable state of finances | been asked to communicate their pro- 
in the interests either of the natives or of | posals on this subject, and he was now 
the country, and the Secretary of State | waiting to hear from them as to their 
was anxious to amend it. They were | suggestions. 
of opinion that demoralisation followed 
from the importation of this spirit, and | Sir JOHN KENNAWAY (Devonshire, 
as he understood that it only cost 8d. | Honiton): They are now on their way. 
a bottle he was not at all surprised at ‘ . 
that. One would suppose from what ; a biel , 
had been said that this spirit was highly Coronet SEELY said he was glad 
injurious and was killing the natives in | hear it, and as soon as they were 
great numbers. To his great surprise received they would be considered with- 
he found on inquiry from persons who | °“ delay. 
were qualified to judge that the actual 
harm done was slight. It seemed to; Sir GILBERT PARKER asked if 
him that that was very unlikely, but | the Government had considered the 
the Secretary of State had decided to | suggestion to appoint someone from 
appoint a Committee to investigate the | this country to act as Chairman of the 
matter, That Committee would be ap- | Committee ? 


2Z 2 
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whom the 
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Coronet SEELY said he would bring 
that suggestion to the notice of his noble 
friend, and ask him if he could see his 
way to follow it. With regard to Natal 
his hon. friend the Member for York 
had addressed the House at some length 
on this question, and he had begged of 
the Government not to interfere. They 
had endeavoured not to interfere in 
Natal; for over seven months they 
had endeavoured to avoid any undue 
interference and he did not believe that 
any words which had been addressed 
to the House from that box could give 
ofence to anyone in Natal. He had 
always endeavoured that that should 
be the case. With regard to Natal, the 
Home Government had endeavoured to 
avoid any undue interference. It was 
necessary for them to take the action they 
had taken. He was glad to have the 
approval of every Member of the House 
who had spoken on this subject. It 
augured well for the bringing of Colonial 
matters out of the scope of ordinary party 
politics. In this matter every hon. 
and right hon. Gentleman who had 
addressed the House had expressed 
himself in the main satisfied that His 
Majesty’s Government had acted in this 
matter with every wish not to offend 
the Natal Government, and they desired 
that the promise of the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for West Birmingham 
should be fulfilled. Points had been 
raised in regard to the Act of Indemnity 
by the hon. Member for Gravesend, 
the hon. Member for Leicester, the hon. 
Member for Huntingdon, and the hon. 
Member for Peterborough, and _ they 
had given a long and accurate account 
of the circumstances which had led up 
to the present situation. The omission 
of the word “rebellion” from the Act 
might be,in the view of the hon. Member 
for Peterborough, an indication that the 


state of affairs did not amount to re- 
bellion. He submitted respectfully to 
the Committee that that made no 
difference whatever as to the policy of 
assenting to the Indemnity Act itself, 
It was a fact that the operation of martial 
law had not been attended with violent 
measures, and it was admitted that it 
had not been attended with much dis- 
turbance. If the Government were in 
any way to demur to assenting to the 
Act, the practical effect would be to 
the disadvantage of the natives. It 
was said that the Governor had an 
absolute right to proclaim martial law; 
but some things were possible which 
were not expedient. He wished to say 
a word or two about the Transvaal 
officials. It had been assumed in the 
course of the debate that although the 
figures were more or less conclusive 
that General Botha’s Government had 
not unduly favoured the Dutch, there 
was an impression that those officials 
who had been retrenched had not been 
adequately compensated, and one hon, 
Member had said that they had received 
nothing. Altogether the  retrenched 
officials, 345 in number, hed received 
£87,000 from the Transvaal Govern- 
ment. That might not be enough to 
compensate them for the loss they had 
sustained, but at least any obligation 
undertaken by the Transvaal Govern- 
ment had been lovally fulfilled. He 
hod no time to deal with Asiatic ex- 
clusion. It must be the subject of 
careful consideration, and the Govern 
ment were most anxious to co-operate 
with the Colonies in finding a solution 
of the difficulty. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 92; 
Noes, 247. (Division List No. 228.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir Alex.F | Bowles, G. Stewart Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Arkwright, John Stanhope Burdett-Coutts, W. Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Ashley, W. W. | Campbell,Rt. Hon. J. H. M. Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Balearres, Lord | Carlile, E. Hildred Du Cros, Arthur Philip 
Banbury,Sir Frederick George Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) Duncan, C.(Barrow-in-Furness 
Banner, John S. Harmood- | Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- Dunean, Robt.(Lanark,Govan) 


Baring, Capt.Hn.G(Winchester | Cecil, Lord R. 


(Marylebone,E.) | Faber George Denison (York) 





Barnes, G. N. Cochrane, Hon. Thos, H. A.E. Faber, Capt. W.V.(Hants,W.) 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry,N.) | Craig,Charles Curtis(Antrim,S. | Fell, Arthur 
Beach, Hn, Michael Hugh Hicks | Craik, Sir Henry Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
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Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gill, A. H. 

Gordon, J. 

Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil | 
Harris, Frederick Leverton 
Harrison- Broadley, H. B. 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Hope, JamesFitzalan(Sheffield) 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hudson, Walter 

Jenkins, J. 

Joynson-Hicks, William 
Kennaway, Rt.Hon.Sir JohnH. 
Keswick, William 

Law, Andrew Bonar(Dulwich) 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter(Dublin,S. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 


Supply. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 

Allen, A. Acland(Christchurech) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Asquith, Rt. Hn. Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 

Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, Sir J. Williams( Devonp’rt 
Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamets,S. Geo. 
Berridge, I’. H. D. 
Bethell,SirJ.H.( Essex,Romf’rd 
Bethel!, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Boulton, A. C. F. 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, RtHnSir J.T(Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 

B rns, Rt. Hon. John 

Buxton, Rt. Hn.Sydney Charles 
Carr-Gomm, H.; W. } 
Causton,RtHn. Richard Knight | 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. Winston S. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 


{28 Juty 1908} 


Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
M‘ Arthur, Charles 
Magnus, Sir Philip 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Morrison- Bell, Captain 
Nicholson Wm. G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker,Sir Gilbert(Gravesend) 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Randles, Sir John Securrah 
Rawlinson,John FrederickPeel 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, S.(Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Ronaldshay, Ear! of 
Rutherford, W. W.(Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col.Thos. Myles 
Seddon, J. 


NOES. 


Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett,C H(Sussex,E.Grinst’d | 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Sir Clifford John 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cowan, H. W. 

Crooks, William 

Curran, Peter Francis 
Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) | 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C. 

Essex, R. W. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Findlay, Alexander 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F, 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Guest, Hon. [vor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. | 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. | 
Hall, Frederick | 
Harcourt,Robert V.(Montrose) | 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, R.L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, W.E. (Derbyshire,N.E 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemmerde, Elward George | 


Supply. 1334 


Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Snowden, P. 

Starkey, John R. 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh. ) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Summerbell, T. 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Valentia, Viscount 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Warlde, George J. 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley(York,.E.R.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Younger, George 


AYES.— 
and Mr, 


TELLERS FOR THE 
Earl Winterton 
Gretton. 


Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen, W.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold(Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 

Holt, Richard Durning 

Hope, W.Bateman(Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley, Sir Hudson, E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 

King, Alfred John( Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Leese,Sir Joseph F.( Accrington 
Lever, A.Levy(Essex,Harwich) 
Levy, Sir Muri e 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. Dav id 
Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lyach, H. B. 

Maclean, Donald 

Maecnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeagh, Jeremiah(DowrS. 
M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Statford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles FE. 

Markham, Arthur Basil 

Marks, G.Croydon(Laun esto} 
Marnham, F. J. 
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Massie, ds 
Masterman, C. F. G. 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Molteno, Percy Alport 
Mond, A. 
Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J.Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morse, L. L 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, I’. P.(Liverpoo]) 

O’ Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Malley, William 

Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearee, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pearce, William(Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W.D. (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edw ard Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Radford, G. H. 

{aphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell, (Gloucester) 

tea, Walter Russell(Scarboro’ 
Rendall, Athelstan tow. ben 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richardson, A. 


{COMMONS} 


Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts,SirJohn H.(Denbighs.) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 


| Roe, Sir Thomas 


Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir C.E.( Manchester) 
Scott, A.H. (Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seely, Colonel 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T.(Hawick, B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Albert (Staffs, N. W.) 
Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh’e 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S.t(Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, Theodore C, (Radcliffe) 


Thomas, David Arthur(Merthyr | 
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Supply. 


Thomasson, Franklin 


Thompson,J. W.H.(Somerset,E 


| Thorne,G.R.(Wolverhampton) 


| Torrance, Sir A, M. 


Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 


| Walsh, Stephen 


Walters, John Tudor 
Walton, Joseph 


| Waring, Walter 


Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 


| Waterlow, D. S. 


Watt, Henry A 
White, Sir George (Norfolk) 


| White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 


| 


Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Rt Hn. SirThomasP 
Wiles, Tuomas 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras,S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M’ Kinnon 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Mr. 


Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 





And, it being after Ten of the Clock, 
the CHAIRMAN proceeded, in pursuance 
of Standing Order No. 15, to put forth- 
with the Question necessary to dispose 
of the Vote under consideration. 


Question “ That a sum, not exceedng 


‘included in Class I. 


£31,450, be granted for the said Service,” 
| 


put, and agreed to, 


The CHAIRMAN then proceeded to put 
severally the Questions, ‘‘ That the total 
amounts of the Votes outstanding in each 
Class of the Civil 
including Supplementary Estimates, and 
the total amount of the Votes outstand- 
ing in the Estimates for the Navy, the 
Army (including Ordnance Factories), and 


Services 


the Revenue Departments, be granted 
for the Services defined in those Classes 
and Estimates— 


Crass I. 


2. “ That. a sain, 


£608,168, be granted to His Majcsty, to 


defray the Charve 


whic i will come in 


course of paymeut during the vear ending 
on the 3ist day of March, 1909, for 
| Expenditure in respect o° the Services 


of the Estimates for 


Civil Services, viz.— 


£ 
1. Royal Palaces . 42,500 
2. Osborne - - - - 7,300 
3. Royal Parks and Pleasure 
Gardens - 79,900 
1. Houses of Parliament 
Juildings (including a 
Estimates, Supplementary Sum of 
£5,000) : - 37,000 
LA. Salisbury Memorial - 1,100 
5. Miscellaneous Legal Build- 
ings, Great Britain 18,000 
! 6. Art and Science Build- 
| ings, Great Britain 55,000 
10. Surveys of the United 
Kingdom - - - 116,815 
11. Harbours under the Board 
not exceeding of Trade - . - $2,840 
o' 12. Peterhead Harbour - 22,000 
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£ £ 
14. Public Works and Build- 20. Public Record Office - 14,820 
ings, Ireland - - 134,259 | 21. Public{Works Loan Com- 
15, Railways, Ireland - - 31,454 mission - - - 2,507 
—— | 22. Registrar-General’s Office, 
£608,168 ” England - - - 26,825 
— |24. Woods, Forests, and 
Land Revenues, mm 
Question put, and agreed to. Office - 13,613 
25. Works and Public Build. 
Crass IT. ings Office - - - 53,693 
: P 26. Secret Service . - 10,000 
“That a sum, not exceeding 
£1,145,045, be granted to His Majesty, to Scotland. 
defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year} 27. Secretary for Scotland’s 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, Office - - - 11,600 
for Expenditure in respect of the Services | 28. Fishery Board - - 14,998 
included in Class IT. of the Estimates for | 29. Lunacy Commission - 3,901 
Civil Services, viz.— | 30. Registrar-General’s Office 3,063 
£ | 31. Local Government Board 11,592 
1. House of Lords Offices - 15,956 | 
2. House of Commons Treland. 
Offices : 19,900 32. Household of Lord-Lieu- 
3. Treasury and Sdlenitante tenant of Ireland . 2,627 
Offices . . . 62,917 33. Chief Secretary for Ire- 
4, Home Office - . - 139,967 land - : - 18101 
7. Privy Council Office : 6,217 35. Charitable Donations and 
8 Board of Trade 213,169 Bequests Office - . 1,053 
9. Mercantile Marine Ser- 36. Local Government Board 52,616 
vices - : - - 80,347 37. Public Record Office - 3,625 
10. Bankruptcy Department 38. Public Works Office 27,413 
of the Board of Trade - 5 39. Registrar-General’s Office 7,338 
11. Board of Agriculture and 1). Valuation and Boundary 
Fisheries - : - 83,124 Survey ‘ é - 15,147 
12. Charity Commission - 15,308 . sctliaisscsialiad 
lf. Exchequer and Audit De- £1,145,045 ” 
partment = - . - 39,900 ont 
15. Friendly Societies Regis- | 
try - . : 5,819 | Question put. 
16. Local Government Board 156,500 
17. Lunacy Commission, Eng- The Committee divided; Ayes, 282 
land - - - - 11,384 | Noes, 81. (Division List No. 229.) 
AYES. 
Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) | Beauchamp, E. Brigg, John 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) # | Beck, A. Cecil right, J. A. 
Acland, Francis Dyke sell, Richard Brodie, H. ¢ : 


Adkins, W. Ryland D. 
Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 


| Bellairs, Carlyon 
| Benn. Sir J.Willistiis 
| Benn, W.(T’w’ rHamlets.S.Geo) 


Bre woke, St opford 


Devonp’rt Brunner, J. F. 


L.( Lanes.,Leigh) 


Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Astbury, John Meir | Boulton, A. C. F. 
Baker, Joseph A. (Fiusbury,E.) | Bowerman, C. W. 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) | Bramsdon, T. A. 
Barnes, G.N. ' Branch, James 


Berridge, T. H. D. 
| Bethell,Sir J H.( Essex,Romf’rd 
| Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 


Brunner, RtHn SirJ.'T(Cheshire 
Beyce, J. Annan 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Buxton, Rt.Hn. Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, Rt. Hn. RichardKnight 
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Cawley, Sir Frederick 

Chanze, Frederick William 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheeth m, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Sir Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crooks, William 

Curran, Peter Francis 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Erskine, David C. 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 

Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 

Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, R L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James ( Derbyshire) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. EF. 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.{ Aberdeen, W. ) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Holt, Richard Durning 
Hope, W. Bateman (Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 








| Mallet, Charles FE. 


{COMMONS} 


Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton)} 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Kekewich, Sir George 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Leese,Sir Joseph F.(Accrington | 
Lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich 
Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lundon, W. 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
Macpherson, J. 'l’. 

Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down, 8) 
M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 





Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G.Croydon (Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. FE. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, Hon. E. S. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
©’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
©’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Malley, William 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W. D. (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M. (Suffolk, Eye) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, ECward Hare 
Pirie, Duncan V. 

Pollard, Dr. 

Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Power, Patrick Joseph 





Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
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Priestley, W.E.B.( Bradford, E.) 
Radford, G. H. 
Raphael, Herbert H. 
Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’) 
Rendall, Athelstan 
Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 
Roberts, Charles H., (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts,SirJohn H.(Denbighs,) 
Robinson, &. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Logers, F. I. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Sir C.E.(Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.{ Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Colonel 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw.(Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 
Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stank v, Albert (Stafts, N. W.) 
Stanley,Hn. A, Lyulph (( ‘hesh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, FE. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, 'T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. ( Radcliffe) 
Tennant.Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset,£ 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Joseph 

Wardle, George J. 

Waring, Walter 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason,John Catheart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. 8. 

Watt, Henry A. 
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Wedgwood, Josiah C, 

Weir, James Galloway. 

White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whitt ake r,RtHn SirThomas P. 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) | 


Acland-Hood,Rt Hn.SirAlex.F. | 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G(Winchester) 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach, Hn. MichaelHughHicks 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Bull, Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
(Carlile, E. Hildred 

Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Cochrane, Hon, Thos. H. A. E. 
Craig,Charles Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 

Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Faber, Capt. W. V. (Hants, W.) 
Fell, Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
Forster, Henry William 


Gardner, Ernest 


Crass III. 


‘That a sum, 


of Law : : 








not 
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Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W. R.) 
Wilson,’ John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh.N.) 


Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) | 


NOES. 
. (Bristol, West) 
4.4 b. 


Gibbs, G. A 
Gordon, J. 
Gretton, John 
Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 

Harris, Frederick Leverton 
Harrison-Broadley, H. B. 
Hope, James Fitzalan(She ffield 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Joynson-Hicks, William 
Kennaway,Rt. Hn. Sir John H. 
Keswick, William 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter (Dublin,S.) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
M‘Arthur, Charles 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Morpeth, Viscount 
Morrison-Bell, Captain 
Nicholson, Wm. G.( Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 


12. Register House, 


exceeding burgh 


- 51,316 
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Wilson, W. 'T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
tonaldshay, Earl of 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Starkey, John R. 

Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh.) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester* 
Thomson, W. Mitchell- (Lanark) 
Thornton, Perey M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York,E.R.) 
Winterton, Earl 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. 
Younger, George 


B. Stuart- 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES— 
Mr. George Faber and Sir 


Frederick Banbury. 


Edin- £ 
26,966 


£1,685,768, be granted to His Majesty, to 13. Crofters’ Commission - 008 
defray the Charge which will come in 14. Prisons - i : - 60,790 
couse of payment during the year Ireland. 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, | 15, Law Charges and Criminal 
for Expenditure in respect of the Services Prosecutions i - 38.078 
included in Class III. of the Estimates | 16, Supreme Court of Judica- 
or Civil Services, viz— ture and other Legal 
£ Departments - - 60,446 
1. Law Charges - - - 54,190 | 17. Irish Land Commission - 160,978 
2. Miscellaneous Legal Ex- | 18. County Court Officers, &e. 70,475 
penses - - - 22,564 | 19. Dublin Metropolitan 
3, Supreme Court of Judica- | Police - - - 36,632 
ture - - - - 189,867 | 20. Royal Irish Constabulary 739,902 
4. Hand Registry . - 21,750 | 21. Prisons - = + 64,661 
5. Public Trustee - - 1,500 | 22. Reformatory and In- 
6. County Courts - 3 dustrial Schools - 55,225 
7. Police, England and W: “me 24,858 | 23. Dundrum Criminal 
| Lunatic Asylum - 3,222 
Scotland. | ? cee es 
ll. Law Charges and Courts £1,685,768 ” 
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Supply. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William VRhondda} 
Acland, Fr: ancis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland D. 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Astbury, John Meir 


Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 


3enn, W.(‘T’w’r Hamlets,S8.Geo. 
Berridge, T. H. D. 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boulton, A. C. F. 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner,J.F.L.(Lancs.,Leigh) 
Brunner, RtHnSir J.'T(Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon John 

Buxton, Rt.Hn.Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, RtHn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 


Collins,Sir Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W 


Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 


Cooper, G. J. 


Corbett,C H(Sussex,E.Grinst’d 


Cornwall, SicfEdwin A. 
Cory, Sir Clifford John 
Cotton, SirjH. J. 8. 
Cowan, W. H. 


Craig, Herbert J. (‘Tynemouth) 


Crooks, William 

Crosfield, A. H. 

Curran, Peter Francis 
Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Dobson, Thomas W. 


| Everett, 
| Ferens, T. R. 


Baker,Joseph A.(Finsbury, E.) | 


Foster, Rt. 
| Fuller, John Michael F, 


| Gill, 
Benn,Sir J.Williams(Devonp’rt | 





{COMMONS} 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 299; 
(Division List No. 230.) 


Noes, 86. 


AYES. 


Duckworth, James 
Duffy, William J. 


| Duncan, C.(Barrow-in-Furness | 


| Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Healey) 


| Edwards,Sir Francis (Radnor) 


Erskine, David C. 
Essex, R. W. 
R. Lacey 


Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Hon. Sir Walter 


Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

A. 

Gladstone, RtHn, Herbert John 
Glover, Thomas 


Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 


| Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 
| Greenwood G. 


(Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 

Haldane, Rt. Hon Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 

Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr Tydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, A.G.C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 


| Harwood, George 


Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hagel, Dr. A. E. 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 
Herbert,T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 


| Holland, Sir William Henry 
Holt, Richard Durning 
Hope, W.Bateman(Somerset,N 


Horniman, Emslie John 


| Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 


Hudson, Walter { 
Hyde, Clarendon 
Idris, T. H.W. meee 


Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 


Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley, Sir Hudson, E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 


| King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 


| Pearson, Sir W. 
| Pearson, W.H.M.(Sutfolk, Eye) 
Jones,Sir D. Brynmor(Swansea) | 
| Pickers 


Supply. 


Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 
Lamont, Norman 
Leese, 
Lever, 


Lupton, Arnold 


| Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Lyell, Charles Henry 


Lynch, H. B. 


Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Mackarness, Frederic C, 


Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. T 
Macpherson, J. T. 
MacVeagh, Je 
K’ Kenna, I 
M Laren, Sir C. 
M'Laren, H. 
M’Micking, 


Mallet, Charles E. 


Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Arthur Basil 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston 


Markham, 


Marnham, F. J. 
Mason, 
Massie, J. 
Masterman, C, F. G. 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Molteno, Ps 
Mond, A. 


Montagu, Hon. E. 8. 
Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Lloyd(C 


Morgan, J. 


Morse, L. L. 


Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 


Myer, Horatio 
Napier, T. B. 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,Charles 


Norman, Sir Henry 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 


Nuttall, Harry 


O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare,N.) 
O’Connor, T. P.(Liverpool) 

O’ Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 


O’Grady, J. 
O'Malley, William 


Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Willliam (Limehouse) 
D. (¢ ‘ ‘Ichester) 


Pearce, 


Philipps, Owen C. 


Pirie, Duncan V. 
Pollard, Dr. 


Ponsonby, 


Sir Joseph F.(Accrington 
A. Levy(Essex, Harwich) 
| Levy, Sir Maurice 

| Lewis, John Herbert 

| Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 


remiah(Down,S 
¢t. Hon. Reginak 


D. (Stafford,W.) 
Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 


A.E.W. (Coventry) 


‘rey Alport 


gill, Edward Hare 


Arthur A.W.H. 
Power, Patrick Joseph 


EE eS ee eS a ee 
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Price, C. E.(Edinb’gh,Central) 
Priestley, W.E.B.( Bradford, E.) 
Radford, G. H. 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rea, Walter Russell,(Scarboro’ 
Rendall, Athelstan 

Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th | 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt’n | 
Richardson, A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts,Sir John H.(Denbighs. 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Rutherford, V.H. (Brentford) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir C.E. (Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Colonel 

Shackleton, David James 

Shaw, Charles Edw.(Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt.Hon .T. (Hawick B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Shipman, Dr, John G, 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F. | 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John St: unhope 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

Baldwin, Stanley 

Banbury,Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Capt. Hn.G( Winchester 
Barrie, H.'T.(Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Eve lyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joice y- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Maryle bone, E.) | 
Coc hr: une, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Craig,Charles Curtis (Antrim,S. 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Dixon. Hartland,Sir FredDixon | 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 
Duncan, Robert(Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 


| Sinclair, Rt. Hon. Joha 


| Snowden, P. 
| Soames, 


| Gibbs, G. 
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Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 


Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Albert(Staffs,N.W.) 
Stanley, Hn.A.Lyulph(Chesh. ) | 
Steadman, W. C. 


| Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 


Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 


| Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
| Stuart, 


James(Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C.(Radcliffe) 
Tennant,Sir Edward(Salisbury) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,David Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
Thorne, G.R. (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Joseph 
Ward,John(Stoke upon Trent) 


NOES. 


Fell, Arthur 


| Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 


Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

A. (Bristol, West) 
Gooch,Henry Cubitt( Peckham) 


| Gordon, J. 


Gretton, John 

Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harris, Frederick Leverton 


| Harrison-Broadley, H. B 


Hope, James Fitzalan(Shetflield) 
Houston, Robert Paterson 


| Joynson-Hicks, William 
| Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir John H. 
Keswick, William 


Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R. 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 

| MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
| Mc Arthur, Charles 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Mason, James F, (Windsor) 


| Mildmay, Francis Bingham 


Morpeth, Viscount 
Morrison- Bell, Captain 


Faber, Capt. W. V. (Hants, W.) ! Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield: 
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Ward,W. Dudley (S’thampton) 
Wardle, George J. 

Waring, Walter 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, John Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, Henry A. 

Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, RtHn.SirThomas P. 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, Henry J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, J.H.(Middlesbrougk) 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh,N. 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 
Wodehouse, 
Wood, T. 
Yoxall, 


Supply. 46 


Lord 
M'Kinnon 
James Henry 


rHk Ayes—Mr. 
and Master of 


TELLERS FOR 
kj Joseph Pease 
Elibank. 


Nield, Herbert 
O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker,Sir Gilbert(Gravesend) 
tandles, Sir John Scurrah 
Rawlinson, John Frederick Peel 
tonaldshay, Earl of 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, Abel H.( Hertford, East) 
St irkey, John R. 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Stafl’sh. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton, Perey M. 
Valentia, Viscount 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A.Stanley (York, E. R 
Vinterton, Earl 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. 
Younger, George 


B. Stuart- 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Mr. 
Samuel Roberts and Sig 
William Bull 
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Crass IV. 

5. “That a sum, not 
£8,217,512, be granted to His Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in| 9 
course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, 
for Expenditure in respect of the Ser- 
vices included in Class IV. of the Esti- 
mates for Civil Services, viz.— 





{COMMONS} 


exceeding | 8. 


Supply. 1348 


£ 
Public Education, Scot- 
land - - - 1,198,557 


. National Galleries, Scot- 


land - : - 2,497 


Treland. 


. Public Education (Sup- 





£ plementary) - - 114,000 
1. Board of Education - 6,594,150 | 11. Endowed Schools Com- 
2. British Museum - - 115,137 | missioners - - 515 
3. National Gallery - . 7,414 | 12. National Gallery - - 1,153 
4. National Portrait Gal- | 13. Queen’s Colleges - - 2,200 
lery - 2.621 | soni 
5. Wallace Collection . 4173 | £8,217,512” 
6. Scientific Investigation, | i, 
&e., United Kingdom — 28,295 
7. Universities and Colleges, | Question put. 
Great Britain, and In- | 
termediate Education, | The Committee divided :—Ayes, 261; 
Wales . ‘ - 146,800 | Noes, 129. (Division List No. 231.) 
AYES. 


Abraham, William(Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Adkins, W. Ryland D. 
Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling | Cherry, Rt. Hon. R 
Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) | Cleland, J. W. 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) Cobbold, Felix Tho 
Ashton, Thomas Gair | Collins, Stephen (L 
Astbury, John Meir | 
Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey(Isle of Wight) 
Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 
Beck, A. Cecil 


CaustonRt. Hn. Ricl 
| Cawley, Sir Frederi 


| Channing, Sir Franc 
| Cheetham, John Fi 


| Cooper, G. J. 


| Cornwall, Sir Edwi 
| Cory, Sir Clifford J 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 
Bell, Richard | Cowan, W. H. 
Bellairs, Carlyon Craig, Herbert J. (" 
Benn,Sir J.Williams-Devonp’rt | Crosfield, A. H. 
Berridge, 'T. H. D. 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) | 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Boulton, A. C. F. 
Bramsdon, I’. A. 
Branch, James 
Brigg, John 
Bright, J. A. 
Brodie, H. C. 
Brooks, Stopford Evans, Sir Samuel 
Brunner, J. F. L.(Lances.,Leigh) | Everett, R. Lacey 
Brunner, RtHnSirJ.T.(Cheshire | Ferens, T. R. 
Bryce, J. Annan | Ferguson, R. C. Mi 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Buxton, Rt. Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 


Dewar,Sir J. A. (In 


Duckworth, James 
Edwards, Enoch (I 


Erskine, David C. 
Essex, R. W. 





Findlay, Alexande 
Foster, Rt. Hon. S 


Fullerton, Hugh 





Chance, Frederick William 


Collins,Sir Wm.J.(S. Pancras, W 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 


Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 


| Dalaiel, James Henr 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 


Dobson, Thomas W. 


Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 


Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 


Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 


Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 

| Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar ( York) 


vardKnight | 
ck 


‘is Allston 
ederick 


. BR. Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Gulland, John W. 

rnley | Gurdon,Rt Hn.SirW. Brampton 

ambeth) Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 


Hall, Frederick 
Harcourt, Robert V. (Montrose 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 


nA, 
ohn 


Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire, N.E. 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Helme, Norval Waltson 


['ynemouth) | 


Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Holt, Richard Durning , 
HopeW. Bateman(Somerset, \. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hyde, Clarendon 

Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones,Sir D. Brynmor(Swansea 
r | Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

ir Walter Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 

King, Alfred John ( Knutsford) 


verness-sh.) | 


[anley) 


ZT. 


inro 





Harmsworth, R.L. (Caithn’ss-sh 


Henderson, J. M. (Aberdeen,W.) : 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) § 
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497 








bo 
oa 
— 


rt John 
rd 

y (Bath) 
ore yugh) 
ork) 


yard 


rampton 


hard B. 


Tontrose 


folk) 


rhn’ss-sh 


idale) 


ire, N.E. § 


shire) 


i 2 8 
deen,W.) 9 
‘ycombe) § 


H. 
Henry 


ir 
erset, N. 


hn 
y 


red 
yn) 
(Swansea 


ry onshire 


nutsford) 


1349 


Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lardner, James Carrige Rushe 
Ivese,Sir Joseph F.( Accrington 
lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich 
Levy, Sir Maurice 

lewis, John Herbert 
Llovd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacVeagh,Jeremiah (Down, 8.) 
WKenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
MLiren, Sir C., B. (Leicester) 
VW'Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
WMicking, Major G. 

Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,C.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 

M issie, de 

Vasterman, C. F. G. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Perey Alport 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, Hon. E. S. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, ‘I. B. 

Nicholls, George | 
Nicholson.Ch ilesN.(Doneast’r 
Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, ( ipt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

(Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
(Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
Malley, William 

Partington, Oswald 


Supply. 


Acland-Hood, Rt. Hn Sir Alex. F 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

Baldwin, Stanley 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G (Winchester 
Barnes, G. N. 

barrie, H. I. (Londonderry,N.) | 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks | 
Bowerman, C. W. A | 
Bowles, G. Stewart 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
bull, Sir William James 
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Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W. D. (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M. (Suffolk,Eye) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pirie, Duncan V. 
Pollard, Dr. 
Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Centre!) 
Priest!ey, Arthur (Grantham) 
Priest!ey, W.E.B.( Bradford,E.) 
2adford, G. H. 
Raphael, Herbert H. 
Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’) 
Rendall, Athelstan 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts,Sir John H.(Denbighs. 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
tobson, Sir William Snowdon 
20e, Sir Thomas 
togers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 
Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Sir C.E.(Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 
Seaverns, J. H. 
Seely, Colonel 
Shaw,CharlesEdw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 
Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Sir Albert 
Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Albert (Staffs, N. W.) 
Stanley,Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 


NOES. 


Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E, 
Coates, Major E.F. (Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos, H. A. E. 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crooks, William 

Curran, Peter Francis 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred Dixon 
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| Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 


Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 


Tennant,Sir Edward (Salisbury 


Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Joseph 

Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Ward, W. Dudley (Southampt’n 
Waring, Walter 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. 8S. 

Watt, Henry A. 

Wedgwood, Josiah C, 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, Sir George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Rt.Hn Sir ThomasP 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W. R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh.N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Winfrey, R. 

W ode house, Lord 

Wood, T. M' Kinnon 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers-}! 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Edwards, Clement -Denbigh) 
Faber, George Denison (York* 
Faber, Capt. W. V. (Hants, W.) 
Fell, Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gill, A. H. 

Glover, Thomas 

Gooch, Henry ( ‘ubitt(Peckham) 
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Gordon, J. 

Gretton, John 

Griffith, Ellis J. 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil 
Harrison-Broadley, H. B. 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Hope,James Fitaalan (Sheffield 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hudson, Walter 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 


{COMMONS} 


Mason, James F’. (Windsor) 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Morpeth, Viscount 
Morrison-Bell, Captain 
Nicholson, Wm. G.(Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

O'Grady, J. 

O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, 8. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 


Supply. 


Steadman, W. C. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Summerbell, T. 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr 
| Thomson,W.Mitchell- (Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Valentia, Viscount 
Walsh, Stephen 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Wardle, George J. 
Wilkie, Alexander 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 





Joynson-Hicks, William 
Keswick, William 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long,Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MacCaw, William J. MacGeagh 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macpherson, J. T. 

M Arthur, Charles 

Magnus, Sir Philip 


tobinson, S. 


Seddon, J. 


Starkey, John R. 


Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Ronaldshay, Earl of 
Rutherford, W. W 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 


. (Liverpool) 


Shackleton, David James 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East 


Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 


Wilson, A. Stanley( York,F.R.) 


Winterton, Earl 


Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR 


Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh.) 


THE 
Mr. Leverton Harris and Mr, 
Bertram Straus. 


Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart. 


Yoxail, James Henry 


Nors— 


Crass V. £ 
6. “That a sum, not ‘exceeding 3. Hospitals and Charities, 
£366,236, be granted to His Majesty,/, . Meland = - 116 
to defray the Charge which will come 4. § agp, Banks’ : and 
in course of payment during the year Friendly Societies’ De- ms 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, | _ ficiencies ee : e 109,718 
for expenditure in respect of the Ser- |” Old-Age Pensions - — - 1,200,000 
vices included in Class V. of the Esti- ea 
mates for Civil Services, viz.— £1,684, 845 
1. Diplomatic. and Consular t Question put, and agreed to. 
Services - ° ° ° 323,103 CLass VII 
3. Telegraph Subsidies and ; . 
Pacific Cable - - 42,133 . 
site 8 “That a sum, not exceeding 


4. Cyprus (Grant in Aid) - 1,000 


£366,236 ” 


Question put, and agreed to. 


£382,104, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, 
for Expenditure in respect of the Services 


| included in Class VII. of the Estimates 


Crass VI. 


| 5 ; ° 
| for Civil Services, viz.— 


7. “That a sum, not exceeding | £ 
£1,684,845, be granted to His Majesty, 1. Temporary Commissions - 25,000 
to defray the Charge which will come | 2. Miscellaneous Expenses - 7,867 
in course of payment during the year| 3. Repayments to the Local 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, Loans Fund - - - 4,404 


for Expenditure in respect of the Services | 4. 
included in Class VI. of the Estimates for | 5. 


Treland Development Grant 
Repayments to the Civil 


85,342 


Civil Services, viz.— | Contingencies Fund - 41,491 
* | 6. Expenses under The Un- 
1. Superannuation and, Re- employed Workmen Act, ’ 
tired Allowances - . - 375,022 | 1905 : - - 200.000 
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£ | £ 
1. Relief of Distress (Ireland) 13,000 |10. Works and Buildings - 2,515,000 
8, Government Hospitality - 5,000 (11. Miscellaneous Effective 
——— Services - - - 73,006 
£382,104” |12. War Office and Army 
——- Accounts Department - 580,000 
Question put, and agreed to. Ordnance Factories - 100 
£13,505,100” 


Navy Estimates, 1908-9. 


9,“ That a sum, not exceeding 
£5,562,700, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1909, 
for Expenditure in respect of the Navy 
Services, V1Z.— 

£ 
9, Vietualling and Clothing 
forthe Navy - - 2,286,400 


4, Martial Law - - - 13,900 
§. Scientific Services - - 66,000 
7. Royal Naval Reserves - 368,300 
9, Naval Armaments - 2,048,700 
ll. Miscellaneous Effective *— 
Services - - - 409,200 
]2, Admiralty Office - - 370,200 


£5,562,700 ” 





Question put, and agreed to. 


Army Estimates, 1908-9. 


10. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£13,505,100, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1909, 
for Expenditure in respect of the Army 


Services, including Army (Ordnance 
Factories), viz.— 
£ 

2. Medical Establish- 

ment, Pay, ete. - - 451,000 

Territorial Forces - 2,005,000 
5. Establishments for : 

Military Education - 142,000 
6. Quartering, Transport, 

and Remounts - 1,839,000 
7. Supplies and Clothing - 3,912,000 
8 Ordnance Department 

Establishments and 

General Stores - : 498,000 
9% Armaments and 

Engineer Stores - - 1,490,000 





Question put, and agreed to. 


Revenue Departments Estimates, 
1908-9. 


ll. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£11,821,531, be granted to His Majesty, 
to complete the sum necessary to defray 
the Charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 
3ist day of March, 1909, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Post Office, including 
Telegraphs, and Telephones.” 


Question put, and agreed to. 
Resolutions to be reported To-morrow. 


;WAYS AND MEANS. "1! 

Resolved, “ That, towards making good 
the Supply granted to His Majesty for 
the service of the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1909, the sum of 
£69,157,274, be granted out of the Cone 
solidated Fund of the United Kingdom. 
—(Mr. Joseph Pease.) 


Resolution to be reported To-morrow. 





EVICTED TENANTS (IRELAND) BILL 
[LorDs]. 
As amended, considered; read the 


third time, and passed, with Amend- 
ments. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
As amended, considered ; 
third time, and passed. 


read the 


AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS BILL [Lorps]. 


As amended, considered; read the 
third time, and passed. 
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SMALL HOLDINGS AND ALLOTMENTS 
BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 

(In the Committee.) 
Clauses 1 to 29 agreed to. 
Clause 3) : 


THe TREASURER or tHe HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir Epwarp Srracuey, Somer- 
setshire, 8.) moved a verbal Amendment 
providing that the reference in Clause 30 
should be, not to the Acts of “‘ 1883 to 
1906,”’ but to the “ Act of 1908.” This 
Amendment was made necessary in 
consequence of the Consolidating Bill 
which had just been read a third time. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 20, line 7, to leave out the words 
‘Acts of 1883 and 1906,’ and to insert the 
words ‘ Act of 1908.’ ”—(Sir Edward Strachey.) 


Eart WINTERTON thought the Com- 
mittee were entitled to some further 
explanation of this Amendment. 


Str EDWARD STRACHEY 
some further remarks which 
audible in the Press Gallery. 


made 
were in- 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) said 
hecould not quite understand the explana- 
tion which had been given. [An Hon. 
Memper: Tellus what it was.] Heunder- 
stood that the hon. Member told them 
this Amendment was necessary in con- 
sequence of the passing of the Consolida- 
ting Bill which had only just passed 
through the Report stage. The House 
ought clearly to know whether they were 
entitled to include a Bill which had not 
actually passed this House or at any rate 
which had not vet received the assent of 
the Crown. He had for a long time been 
a careful student of Parliamentary pro- 
cedure and he did not remember anything 
of this kind having been done before. 
It might be necessary to do this when they 
were approaching the end of the session, 
and when they were anxious to get the 
business through. The reason given 
by the hon. Member for taking this 
course had no solid foundation, and 
he believed that this was the first 
time such a proposition had ever been 
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made to the House of Commons. Until 
they had the authority of the Law 
Officer of the Crown upon the point he 
had raised he did not think they ought to 
pass this Amendment. 


Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (sir W, 
Rosson, South Shields) said they were 


dealing here with a simple question of 


drafting. In the first part of the Bill 
now under discussion there was a reference 
to the Agricultural Holdings (England) 
Acts for 1883 and 1906. They had now 
passed a stage of the Consolidating Bill 
which made it unnecessary to refer to all 
the previous Agricultural Holdings Acts, 
and, therefore, it was much more conveni- 
ent that the one Act of 1908 should take 
the place of the preceding Acts. They 
were now proposing to strike out the 
old reference which had now become 
inaccurate and to put in the new 
reference. That was all the Con- 
mittee were being asked to do, 
Both these Acts would law 
together, and no difficulty was likely to 
arise from making the reference more 
convenient. 


become 


Sir F, BANBURY (City of London) 
said the hon. and learned Member had 
given them a very lucid explanation of 
the object of this Amendment, but 
he had made one mistake. It had always 
been held that they could not move an 
Amendment which would make nonsense 
of a Bill. The words which it was pro- 
posed to insert were “ Act of 1908.” Now 
as a matter of fact there was no Act of 
1908, and, therefore, they could not 
insert it. The hon. and learned Gentle- 
man had said that the Bills were going up 
together, and that probably they would 
receive the Royal Assent. The hon. and 
learned Gentleman could not tell whether 
the Crown would give the Royal Assent 
ornot. Supposing that the Royal Assent 
was given in one case and not in the 
other, this Bill would be nonsense. In 
that case the words in regard to the Act 
of 1908 would be meaningless, because 
there would be no Act of 1908. It was 
really only a question of form. He was 
sure that hon. Members on both sides of 
the House would agree with him that 
they ought to do things in proper and 
orderly form. Nobody objected to these 
Bills passing. If they were objected to, 
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they would be discussed. It should not be | they should be passed in order to con- 
assumed that the Crown would give its | solidate a number of measures affecting 


assent, and, therefore, the Amendment | one of the greatest industries in the 
was out of order and could not be put. 


and Allotments Act. 


country. But the Prime Minister knew 
better than anybody—certainly as well 


| as anybody in the House—the danger of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


*Tue CHAIRMAN: On the point of 


| Were now discussing. 


order I think the hon. Baronet is not | 
quite correct. There are precedents 
this kind of thing. I not see how} 
what the hon. Baronet wants can be 
achieved except by the method proposed | 
or by the putting off of the Bill. That | 
however iS not a question for me. | 


The | 


for 


do 


Amendment is not out of order. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHe TREASURY (Mr. As- 
quit, Fifeshire, E.) congratulated the 
hon. Baronet on having made a good point. 
Technically, the Consolidating Bill, which 
had received a Third Reading, was not an 
Act of Parliament until it had received | 
the Royal Assent, but it was put down 
first in order that it might receive the 
toval Assent a moment before this Biil. 
When this Bill received the Royal Assent 
the previous Bill would be ‘‘ the Act of | 
1908.” 
to the hon. Baronet whether it was worth 
If it 


pressed he would be obliged to move to 


In these circumstances he put it 


while pressing his point. were 
report progress on the Sill, and the pas ing # 
of he 


postponed for two or months, | 


a useful measure would have to 
three 
when it was desirable to have the two 
Consolidating Bills on the Statute-!ook | 


at the same time. 


Mr. WALTER LONG thanked the 
Prime Minister for the fullness of his reply 
and the clearness with which he had 
dealt with the technical point raised. 
He ventured to say that it was rather 
tore than a technical point which they 
The Prime Minister 


, had appealed to them not to press the 


point on the ground that it was very 
lesirable that these two Consolidating 
{ets should he He 
entirely accepted the statement on the 


passed into law. 


Jiart of the right hon. Gentleman that | 


VOL. CXCII. [Fourtu Serigs. ] 





| Having stated that it could easily 


creating a bad precedent in regard to the 
business of the House. They were all in 
favour of the passing of this Consolidating 
Bill, and they had no objection whatever 
to the insertion of Amendments in order 
that the Statute should be intelligible 
after passing into law, but the Prime 
Minister had admitted—and he thought 
note should be taken of that admission— 
that this procedure was exceptional. 
When the learned Attorney-General dealt 
with the case a 


few he 


began by asking whether the objection 


moments ago 
which he had raised was a serious one. 
be 
disposed of, the hon. and learned Gentle- 
man showed the force of his own convie - 
tion by evading altogether the point 
raised. The hon. and learned Gentleman 
did not deal with the difficulty at all. 
He appealed to the Attorney-General, as 
the highest authority on constitutional 


| law in the House, to state whether there 


was any precedent for the House, when 
dealing with that which was only a Bill, 


calling that Bill an Act of Parliament. 


| While the hon. and learned Gentleman 


said he had no doubt there were many 
precedents, he did not cite one. He 


' doubted whether the hon. and learned 


Gentleman was able to do so. 


Sin W. ROBSON said the right hon. 
Gentleman had invited him to give a 
specific precedent. There was one ex- 
actly to the point. |The Attorney-General 
gave the name of a Bill, but it was inaud- 
ible in the Press Gallery. ] 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Was that an 
Act passed by the present Government ? 


Sirk W. ROBSON : 
3.4 


Yes. 
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Mr. WALTER LONG said the enly 


precedent was one created by the present 
The fact remained that 
the Prime Minister had admitted that if 
the point was pressed, the only course he 


Government. 


could adopt would be to move to report 
progress and leave the fulfilment of this 
scheme of legislation to another period. 
That was a course which he had no desire 
to press on the Prime Minister, and he 
was sure that his hon. friends did not 
desire to press it. They had justified the 
raising of the question. Asan old Member 
of the House, and one who was more 
jealous of its traditions than some who 
had long in the House, he 
this 
portance, 


not been so 
still believed that was a matter of 
first rate The Prime 
Minister had not only dealt fully with the 


{COMMONS} 


| plexity and 


case, but had frankly offered to postpone | 
: post} 


the Bill, and in the circumstances, he had 
The right 
him and 
friends in a perfes tly fair and courteous 


no desire to press the point. 


hon. Gentleman had met his 
spirit, and they were willing to meet him 


halfway by withdrawing their opposition. 


Mr. ASQUITH said that this was a 
situation which could only occur when 
two Consolidating Bills were being passed 
side by side. Obviously it was not in the 
interest of the public generally, and still 
less in the interest of agriculture, that 
one should be passed into law and the 
other not. It was on that ground alone 
that he asked the House to accept the 
advice given by the right hon. Gentlenran 
Opposite and not to press the point which 
had bee raised. 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 
versity) said he would point out that this 
Bill as it stood now did not come into 
operation until lst January next year. 
This certainly ought not to become a 
it 
matter on which, if 


precedent, and was obviously 
the other 
did it, many Menbers would make it 
a subject of complaint. [An Hon. 


MEMBER On the MINISTERIAL Benches: 


a 
House 
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Why «do not you divide? Further, 
he asserted that the necessity the 
Prime Minister referred to would 


bring out many other inconveniences. 
For instance, here were two Bills which 
In the 
first there was a definition of a provision 


they were passing that night. 


about small holdings referred to in the 
Small Holdings and Allotments Act of 
i907. This Bill repealed that Act al- 
together, so that they were introducing 
quite the worst form of legislation— 

by 
This 
difficulty on 
He did 


anything 


legislation not reference, but by 


nrust lead to com 
the 


hot 


anticipation. 
part 


of many people. wish 


to go back on said from 


the front bench, but it was a bad prece- 


dent, was constitutionally wrong, and 
would cause inconvenience. 
Mr. ASQUITH said he would point 


out most respectfully to the hon. and 
learned Gentleman that the Government 
would not have taken this course except 


His hon. 


and learned friend and he both belonged 


in the case of two parallel Bills. 


to a profession in which they knew many 
people who brought out text-books to in- 
form the public what was the state o! 
the law, and it was very desirable that 
they should have the whole subjec t before 
them so that they might occupy their 


time in the Vacation. 


Sin KF. BANBURY said that during 
the speech of his hon. and learned friend 
the Member for Cambridge University 
an hon. Member opposite said: “ Why 
don’t you divide ayainst the Bill?’ 
He only rose on account of that interrup- 
They on that side of the House 
had accepted the very courteous as 
surance of the Prime Minister that he 


tion. 


did not regard this as a precedent and 
that he would like the House to allow it 
to pass now. He always thought that if 
they on that side of the House were met 
in aconsiderate way, they waived a point. 


The Prime Minister ' acknowledged 
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that this was not a good form of proce- | 


1908} (Master's) Bill, 1362 


Amendment agreed to. 


dure, and that he did not wish to make a | 


precedent of it; 
standing the Party on that side of the 
House did not divide. He would point 


out that there would be no necessity | 


Minister 
without | 


press the | 


Prime 
that 
a division, if they chose to 


to divide because the 
had assured the House 


point, he would accept it. 


Amendment— 


Clause as amended, agreed to. 
(Clauses 31 to 46 inclusive, agreed to. 
Clause 47 : 


Amendments proposed— 


“In page 30, line 6, to leave out the words 
‘three of the Market Gardeners’ 
et, 1895," and to insert the words ‘forty-two 
fthe Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908.’ ”’ 

“Th page 30, lines 19 and 20, to leave 
I *(England) Acts, i883. to 
ind to insert the words * Act, 1908.’ ” 


( ‘ompensat ion 


out 


words 1906,’ 


“In page 30, lines 24 and 25, to leave out 
the words ‘three of the Market Gardeners’ 
Compensation Act, 1895,’ and to insert the 


words * forty-two of the Agricultural Holdings 
Act, 1908," ” 

“In p 30, line 28, to leave out the word 
1800,” and to insert the word * 1908.° ” 

“In page 30, line 38, to leave out the words 
‘(England) Acts, 1883 to 1906.’ and to insert 
the words * Act, 1908.? °—(Sir Edward Strachey.) 


Amendments avreed to. 


Clauses 48 to 54 inclusive, agreed to. 


1 
) 


ament propose = 


Clause 55.” (Sir Kdward 


leave 
Strach 4.) 


out 


(mendment agreed to. 


Clauses 56, 57, and 58, agreed to. 


Clause 59: 


{Amendment proposed— 


“In page 37, line 25, to leave out the words 
(England) Acts, 1883 to 1906.’ and to insert 
the words* Act, 1908.’ ’—(Sir Edward Strachey.) 


and on that under- | 


Clauses 59 to 64 agreed to. 
Schedule : 


Amendments proposed— 

** In page 42, line 22, to leave out the words 
‘(England) Acts, 1883 to 1906,’ and to insert 
the words ‘ Act, 1908.’ ” 

“In page 42, line 23, to leave out the words 


‘those Acts,’ and to insert the words ‘ that 
Act.’ ” 
* In page 42, lines 24 and 25, to leave out the 


words ‘those Acts,’ and to 


‘that Aet,’’ 


insert the words 

—(Sir Edward Strachey.) 
Amendments agreed to, and the Bill, 

as amended, reported, and to be con- 

sidered To-morrow. 

ENDOWED SCHOOLS (MASTERS) BILL. 
Order for Second Reading read. 
Motion 

“ That 


time.” 


nade, and Question proposed, 
Bill 


the be now read a second 


Mr. RAWLINSON said did not 
oppose the Second Reading of this Bill 
altogether. He merely desired to draw 
attention to the provision relating to the 


he 


time of dismissal of a master as being 
contrary to the ordinary practice of the 
common law and as being liable to lead 


He also 


to Clause 2 


“) 


to considerable inconvenience. 


desired to draw attention 


provision 


which contained a peculiar 


statirg thet nothing in the Act should 
prejudice the operation or enforcement 
of any judgment pronounced or made 
before Ist April, 1908. Why had 
date been chosen for the beginning of the 


Act ? should be 
altered to the day of the passing of the 


1 
+ 
Ciba 


He suggested that it 


Act. 


THs PRESIDENT or roe BOARD or 


EDUCATION (Mr. Runerman, (Dews- 


bury) said that he agreed with 
the points which had been put 
by the hon. Member; but the Bill had 


been the result of agreement between 


the assistant and head masters’ associa- 
interested — in 
The 


tions and others en- 


dowed schools. words mentioned 
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were pressed for by the assistant school- 
masters, and the date mentioned was 
about the period when an agreement was 
fixed. He hoped the hon. Member would 
not press his objection. 
had been arrived at after long and in- 
tricate negotiations, and he would be 
very sorry if it was disturbed. 


Navy and Army 


An agreement 


Mr. CAVE (Surrey, Kingston) said 
the effect of the Bill was to alter the 
rights of parties, and it might be that 
somebody had brought an action on the 
basis of the existing law and had not got 
judgment. If that had been the case, 
he did not think the other party to the 
action should be prejudiced by legislation. 
The two doubt 
representative bodies ; but they did not 
represent every member of the profession, | 
and they ought to consider everybody | 
when altering an Act of Parliament. He | 
ventured to think that Clause 2 required | 





associations were no 


careful consideration and possibly radical | 
alteration. The Bill ought not to pre- | 
judice any judgment pronounced before | 
it was passed, nor ought it to prejudice | 
the rights of any parties who had already | 
commenced proceedings. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN thought he could 
reassure the hon. Gentleman. There 
had been no case in recent years 


under the existing law except that of the 
Marquess of Zetland. 


Sm WILLIAM ANSON (Oxford | 
University) hoped the Bill would be 


allowed to pass before the adjournment. 
It was the result of the settlement of a 
long-standing difficulty arising out of the | 
power of a new head master to dismiss 
without notice upon his appointment the | 
whole of th staff of a If the | 
Bill was not passed, the trouble would be 


school. 


accentuated. 


CESIL 
right 


ord R. 
hoped the 


(Marvlebone, FE.) 
Gentleman 
would give careful consideration to the | 
second clause. If the Bill 


hon. 


was not 


Mr. Runciman, 
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designed to take away the rights of 
somebody who had already commenced 
an action at law, why was it not in the 
ordinary form? Such a clause, if it 
got into an Act of Parliament, was apt 
to become a precedent, and might be 
inserted in another Act where there 
was no excuse for it. It was not desir- 
able to have this kind of clause unless 
there was some over-mastering reason, 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and com. 
initted to a Committee of the Whole 
House for To-morrow.--(Mr, Runciman.) 


NAVY AND ARMY EXPENDITURE, 
1906-7. 


Resolutions reported. 


I.—Whereas it appears by the Navy 
Appropriation Account for the year 


ended the 3lst day of March, 1907, and 
the statement appended thereto, that 
expenditure on Navy 
Services has not exceeded the aggregate 


the aggregate 


sums appropriated for those Services, 
but that, as shown in the Schedule hereto 
appended, the total diiierences between 
the Exchequer Grants for Navy Services 
and the net expenditure are as follows, 
viz. :— 

£ 
- 1,041,698 8 


644,285 12 


Total Surpluses— - 
Total Deficits : 


Net Surplus = - £597,412 16 0 


And whereas it is expedient that the 
application of so much of the said total 
surpluses on certain Grants for Navy 
Services as is necessiry to cover the 
said total deficits on other Grants for 
Navy Services be sanctioned, 

1. “That the such 


sums be sanctioned,” 


application of 





es i=] rn 


Ty 
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of Schedule. 


ed 
the Differences between Exchequer Grants 
t Number and Net Expenditure. 
1 of Nayy Services, 1906-07. 
apt Vote. 
a Surpluses. 


Votes. 
Deficits. 
sIr- £ i. @ = 8. & 


less 1 Wages, &c., of Officers, Seamen, 
and Boys, Coast Guard, and 


Royal Marines - - ‘ - -— 254,136 17 1 
2 Victualling and Clothing for the 
Navy - - . - - 187,206 2 8 a 
3 Medical Establishments & Services 23,2395 13 8 ae 
ym: 4 Martial Law - - : . 1842 18 0 — 
ole 5 Educational Services — - 2 , 9,894 19 7 i 
in.) 6 | Scientific Services - - - ;, 2,771 14 8 — 
7 Royal Naval Reserves - - - 80,309 1 6 ame 
8 Shipbuilding, Repairs; Maintenance, 
&e. : 
’ I. Personnel : : : 82,848 1 11 
? II. Matériel - . - - 264,933 12 10 


Ill. Contract Work ‘ 199,886 1 10 —_ 


9 Naval Armaments - . 260,541 17 5 _— 


10 Works, Buildings, and Repairs, at 








Home and Abroad - —- . 194,528 0 11 -— 

rr Miscellaneous Effective Services — - 78,025 9 9 — 
and 12 Admiralty Office - - - - 4,466 8 7 ~~ 
hat 13 Half Pay, Reserved and Retired Pay — 20,078 19 7 
AVY 14 Naval and Marine Pensions, Gratui- 
rate ties, and Compassionate Allow- 
ai ances - os - a 19,838 9 4 

‘ 15 Civil Pensions and Gratuities - — 895 ll 4 

roto -- | Amount written off as irrecoverable — 04 O 6 
reeh | 

ices a 

WS, Total - - - 1,041,698 8 7 644,285 12 7 
| d. Net Surplus £397,412 16 0 

‘ 
7 I1.—Whereas it appears by the Army £ s. d. 


Total Surpluses— - - 1,336,708 4 1 


Appropriation a i 
Potal Deficits - - 42,029 13 4 


Account for the year 
:% ended the 3ist day of March, 1907, and 


~ the statement 


appended thereto, that Net Surplus - 1,294,678 10 9 





the aggregate expenditure oa Army =< 
the aP +hereas it is expedie ' 
ne Services has not exceeded the aggre- And whereas it is expedient that th 
iin aaa 1 , 
Iti ; application of so much of the said tot: 
laa gate sums «appropriated for those | PI . ; said total 
ay’ i : surpluses on certain Grants for Army 
Services, but that, as shown in the 
ms sc 1 le pear sehiceag Services as is necessary to cover the said 
for Schedule hereto appende , = : 
for | redule hereto appended, the total iota] deficits on other Grants for Army 
differences between the Exchequer Grants Services be sanctioned. 
for Army Services and the net expendi-) 4 «my — 
=" 2. “That the application of such 


ture are as follows, viz,— 


sums be sanctioned,” 
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Sche lule. 





Differences between Exchy quer Grants 





Number and Net Expenditure. 
of | Army Services, 1906-7, Votes. 
Vote. pet . ; 
Surpluases, | Deficits. 
| 
£ s. di S 8 d, 
] Pay, &c., of Army - ‘ ‘ 358,433 12 9g | = 
2 Medical Establishment : Pay, Xe. 44,876 13 4 | = 
3 Militia: Pay, Bounty, Xe. - - 41,127 7 2] 
} Imperial Yeomanry : Pay and Allow- | 
ances - - - - - 16,943 14 7 | - 
5) Volunteer Corps: Pay and Allow- 
ances . - . 30,198 4 1 | 
6  Quarterings, Transport, and Re- | 
mounts - - : 107,764 3 7 
7 | Supplies and Clothing - - - 105,665 13 2 ~- 
8 | Ordnance Department Establish- 
ments and General Stores - - 128,775 0 10 | -- 
9 Armaments and Engineer Stores 366,429 11° 4 | 
10 Worksand Buildings — - - - 87,310 0 6 | : 
11 Establishments for Military Educa- 
tion - - - - . - — 2,323 6 & 
12 | Miscellaneous Effective Services — - 24,390 16 4 — 
13. War Office and Army Accounts 
Department - . : : 4,229 10 11 -: 
14 | Non-effective Charges for Officers, 
aC, - - - : - - 20,563 15 6 — 
15 | Non-effective Charges for Men, e. — 32,744 16 2 
16 Civil Superannuation, Compensation, 


Gratuities - - 


| 
‘ 4 
Compassionate Allowances, and | 

> . ; | 
-- Balances irrecoverable - = . —- 


») 
4,106 71 


| 
Total - . 1,336,708 4 1] | 12,029 13 4 
Net Surplus — - £1,294,678 10 9 
Resolutions agreed to. wise in doing so, in order to make it 
perfectly clear what was meant. The 
CRAN MEASURES BILL. whole object of the Bill was to give 
Considered in Committee. the local authority power, if they thought 
\ j i é > cri sasure to 
(In the Committee.) fit, to adopt the cran measure and 


allow the fisherman to use his cran and 


j made. ¢ ( st] ‘ e 
Motion made, and Question proposed, quarter cran measure. 


* That Clause 1 stand part of the Bill.” 
Question put, and agreed to. 
Lorp R. CECIL said the clause was 
very strangely drafted. It seemed extra- 
ordinary that it should be necessary to 
enact that four times a quarter cran 
measure was equal to a cran measure. Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to 
ithe Order of the House of 10th July, 
Sir EDWARD STRACHEY said they | adjourned the House without Question 
were following the precedent of the put. 
Scottish Bill, and the Government Adjourned at nineteen minutes 
draftsman had no doubt been very before ‘Twelve o'clock. 


Bill reported, without Amendment ; 
Bill read the third time, and passed, 
without Amendinent. 
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Liverpool Corporation (Streets and 


Buildings) Bill.—Committed. 


Thames River Steamboat Service Act, 
1904 (Amendment) Bill [#.L.].—Returned 


fom the Commons agreed to, with 
Amendments. The said Amendments 
considered, and agreed to. 

Holderness Water Bill: London 


(nited Tramways Bill; Nottingham- 


shire and Derbyshire Tramways (No. 2) 
ES Bill; Sligo and Arigna Railway Bill.— 
> Returned from the Commons with the 
‘ Amendments agreed to. 

= Local Government (Ireland) Provi- 
~ sional Order (No. 4) Bill [#.1.].—Com- 
> mons Amendments considered (according 


to order), and agreed to. 


Local 


- } 
= sonal 


Government (Ireland) Provi- 
Orders (No. 1) Bill | H.L. |. — 
Amendment considered 
cording to order), and agreed to. 


ecch indte 


S7 


* Commons (ac- 


Marriages Provisional Order Bill: Usk 
Fisheries Provisiona] Order Confirmation 
Bill; Wve Fisheries Provisional 
Bill.—House in Committee (according 
toorder). Bills reported without Amend- 
Standing Committee negatived, 
and Bills to be read 3° To-morrow. 


emcnut of a 


Order 


COTE 


ment. 


> ks ame 


tL) «6Local Government Provisional Orders 


E (No. 1) Bill: Local Government Pro- 
F visional Orders (No. 2) Bill: Local 


kK Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) 
| Bill—Read 3° (according to Order), 
F and passed, 


DOVER GRAVING .DOCKS BILL. 
Tue ACTING CHAIRMAN or COM- 
MITTEES (Lord Batrour of Bur- 
LEIGH): My Lords, I have to ask your 





Lordships to consider Standing Order 
| No. 143 in order to its being dispensed 
| With in respect of this Bill, and that the 
Bill be read a third time. Your Lord- 
ships had the circumstances which had 
caused the delay explained the other 
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day. All that is asked now is that 
this Standing Order, which provides 


that the print of an amended Bill must 
lie three days with the Departments 
concerned before the Bill is read a third 
time, should be suspended. If that 
were not done, it would be impossible 
to get the Royal Assent given to the 
Bill this week. I may add that the 
Board of Admiralty, the Department 
concerned, consent to this course. 


Moved, ** That Standing Order No. 
143 be considered in order to its being 
dispensed with in respect of the said 
Bill, and that the Bill be now read 3%.” 
—(Lord Baljour of Burleigh.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to; Bill 
read 3*, and passed. 
THE STANDING ORDERS. 
Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: 


My Lords, I have to ask your Lordships 
the Amendments to the 
Standing Orders which appear in my 
name on the Paper. I think a short 
explanation is due to the House, having 
regard to the postponement of this 
notice for some days. It was a matter 
of conversation between mvself and the 
noble Earl the Chairman of Committees 
and I undertook to move the Amend- 
ments to the Standing Orders in the 
form in which they were left by my 
noble friend. In that form they pro- 
posed to extend to Ireland the pro- 
vision which obliges municipal corpora- 
tions to deposit the estimates of any 
work thev undertake by 
private Bill or provisional order with the 
Government concerned. I. still 
adhere tothe view that that provision 
ought to be extended to Ireland, and I 
understood it was practically agreed 
that it should be so extended. But 
since my noble friend the Chairman of 
Committees has gone away, representa- 
tions have been made to the Chairman 
of Committees in the House of Commons 
by hon. Gentlemen from Ireland objecting 
to the proposed extension, and as it is 
not customary to make alterations in the 
Standing Orders of the House of Commons 
so near the end of the session, the Chair- 
man of Committees in the other House 
has resolved not to press the matter at 
this moment, but in all probability he 
3B 


to agree to 


propose to 


offices 
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session of Parliament. 
stances, although we have not the same 
understanding here, I think your Lord- 
ships will agree that this House should 
not make a change in the Standing Orders 
which would make them different from 
those of the House of Commons except 
for grave reason. I am of opinion that, 
in all the circumstances, it is advisable 


to postpone making the change for 
another vear, and therefore I have not | 


renewed the notice as it was left by the 
Lord Chairman. As I had to act on my 
own responsibilitv, I thought it due 


{LORDS} 


| accordance with Standing Order 


to your Lordships to make this explana- | 


tion. 
form. 


Imovethe Motion in the amended 


Moved, “That the Standing 
ameygded as 
words struck through are to be omitted, 
end the words printed in Italics are to be 
inserted. 30. Where by anv Bill power 
is sought to take or interfere with any 
churchyard, burial ground, or cemetery, 
or any part thereof, or to disturb the 
bodies interred therein, or where power 
is sought to take any common or common- 
able land, as the case may be, a copy of 
so much of the plans, sections, and books 
of reference required by these Orders 
to be deposited in the office of the clerk 
of the Parliaments in respect of such 
Bill as relates to such churchyard, burial 
ground, or cemetery, common, or CoOm- 
monable land, shall, on or before the 
thirtieth day of November, be deposited 
at the Office of the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, and a copy 
of so much of the said plans, sections, 
and books of reference as relates to such 
common or commonable lands shall, 
or before the said day, 
the office of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. 134. In the case of any Bill 
whereby any municipal corporation, 
district council, improvement commis- 
sioners, joint board or joint committee, 
or other local authority nm England or 
Wales are authorised to borrow money 
for any purpose within the jurisdiction 
of the Board of Trade or the Local 
Government Board, estimates showing 
the proposed application of the money 
for permanent works shall, except so far 
as the exercise of the borrowing power 
is made subject to the sanction of the 


he 


| sideration of the Commons’ 


Ordeis | 
follows :—Note.—The | 


| Government, if 
/is in them. 


on | 
be deposited at | 
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In these circum- | as introduced into Parliament and proved 


| before the Committee. 
estimates 


Copies of the 
and statements deposited jn 
36a or 
under General Order made in pursuance 
of the Private Legislation Procedure (Scot- 
land) Act, 1899, shall be laid before the 
Committee for the purposes of this Order,” 


—(Lord Balfour of Burleigh). 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


PIER AND HARBOUR PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS (No. 1) BILL. 
Order of the Day read for the con- 


Amendments. 


Moved, ‘* That these Amendments 
be agreed to.”—(Earl Beauchamp.) 


THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN: Will 
the noble Earl tell us what the Amend- 
ments are ? 


Eart BEAUCHAMP: In the absence 
of my noble friend Lord Hamilton of 
Dalzell, I am wnable to explain the 
technical details; but I understand there 
is no opposition to the Amendments. 
Of course, if the noble Earl desires it, I 
will put the Bill off till another occasion 
and give him a complete exposition on 
the subject. 


Fart ofr CAMPERDOWN: We 
have an enormous number of Bills on 
the Paper, and really His Majesty’s 
they put Bills down, 
know something about what 
I do not wish to delay the 
progress of this Bill, but the noble Ear! 
appeared to think it unreasonable to 
what the Amendments were. He 
quite injured at asked 
such a — I do not wish to oppose 
the Motion, but I think it would be well 


THE 


ought to 


ask 


seemed being 


lif for the future the noble Ear! would 





Pa 
learn whet the Amendments ere which 
he is asking the House to agree to. 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill; 
visional Orders (No. 6) 
ment reported (according 


Bill. 


to order) 





Local Government Pro- | 
-Amend: | 


372 


Bill 
ved 
the 
1 in 
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Scot- 
the 
ler.” 


NAL 


con- 
ents. 


lents 


Will 
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Orders 
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districts in the Chester-le-Street Parlia- 
mentary Division. 
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then Standing Order No. XXXIX. 
considered (according to order), and | 
dispensed with. Bills read 3%, with | 


the Amendments, and passed, and re- 
turned to the Commons. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 7) Bill; Local Government Pro 
Order (No. &) Bill.—Read 3- 


(according to order), and passed. 


visional 


Local Government Provisional Orders 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


| UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT, 
University Court Ordinance, No. 28 
(Edinburgh, No. 10). Regulations for 
higher degrees in arts and science. Laid 
before the House (pursuant to Act), and 
to be printed. [No. 193.] 


1889. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 


(No. 9) Bill: Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 10) Bill: Local 
Government Provisional Order (No. 11) | 


Bill—Amendments reported (according 
to order), then Standing Order No. 
XXXIX. considered (according to order), 
and dispensed with. Bills read 3*, with 
the Amendments, and passed, and re- 
turned to the Commons. 

RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 

LOTTERIES AND INDECENT 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
from the Joint Committee 
(with the proceedings of the Committee) 
made, and to be printed. [No. 198.] 

Minutes of Evidence, together with 

an Appendix, laid upon the Table, and 
to be delivered out. 


Report 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 
Interim Report of proceedings under 
the Small Holdings and Allotments 
Acts to 30th June, 1908. 


TRAMWAY ORDERS. 
Report by the Board of Trade of their 
proceedings under the Tramways Act, 
1870, during the session of 1908. 


LOCAL TAXATION ACCOUNT (SCOTLAND) 
ACT, 1898. 

Return showing the total payments 
into and out of the Local 
(Scotland) Accounts for the 
year 1907-1908. 

Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


Taxation 
financial 


POLLING DISTRICTS (COUNTY OF DUR. 
HAM). 

Order made by the council of the 

county of Durham altering certain polling 


Brought from the Commons; to be read 
2* To-morrow.—(The Earl of Crewe.) 
CRAN MEASURES BILL [u.1.]. 


Returned 
to. 


from the Commons agreed 


EVICTED TENANTS 


[H.L. ]. 


(IRELAND) BILL 
Returned from the Commons aereed 

with an Amendment. The said 
Amendment to be printed, and to be 


[No. 191.] 


to, 


considered To-morrow. 


AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS BILL [u.t.]. 

Returned from the Commons agreed 
to, with an Amendment. The said 
Amendment to be printed, and to be 


considered To-morrow. [No. 192. ] 


MOTOR CAR LEGISLATION. 

*Lorp WILLOUGHBY DE BROKE 
rose to ask His Majesty’s Government 
whether the question of motor-car legis- 
lation was being considered, and to call 
attention to the dust nuisance in country 
districts. The Lord said: My 
Lords, I rise to call attention to a matter 
of considerable public importance. | 
am very sorry to detain vour Lordships 


noble 


on this question at this period of the 
but I will 


as short as I possibly can. 


remarks 
It is useless 
to expect the Government to produce 
any legislation dealing with the motor- 
car question, in view of the large amownt 
of work which Parliament has _ before 
it; but I submit that this question is 
at least as important as the proposal 
to get everybody out of bed an hour 


$82 


session, make my 
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earlier between the Ist April and Ist 
September. That, however, may be a 
matter of opinion. 


Your Lordships will remember that 
the Royal Commission reported in July 
1906. Nothing was done during that 
session of Parliament, but a debate 
on the question was raised in your 


Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, who I am 
glad to see in his place, said the use of 
the automobile was becoming less un- 
popular every day. I think that was 


{LORDS} 


| 
| 
| 


a particularly fortunate time for intro- | 


ducing a discussion upon automobiles, 
because we had had a very wet summer, 
and the dust nuisance was not so apparent 
as it usually is at that time of the year. 
The noble Lord further said, I think, 
that he hoped legislation would not be 
produced in the dog days when the 
dust nuisance was at its highest and 
motor cars were not enjoying that popu- 
larity which perhaps they ought to enjoy. 
The question was again raised in March 
of this year when Lord Allendale in- 
formed your Lordships that no general 
legislation was contemplated. 


I know, of course, that in calling 
attention to this matter nothing that I 
sav can possibly injure the very powerful 
motor industry. It is only repeating 
a platitude to say that the introduction 
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Beaulieu), has very properly been lifted 
to the dignity of big print in The Times, 
and consequently his views claim the 
attention of the nation, while the poor 
people who dwell by the roadside are, 
to the extent to which they are harassed 
by motor cars, dust, and so forth, really 
absolutely defenceless, and it is on their 


Sey. ; = | account that I wish to say one or two 
Lordships’ House in July, 1907, when | 14. 


on this subject this evening, 
As to motor buses in London, I think 
the people of London are quite able to 
take care of themselves. I do not pro- 
pose to address myself to the motor 
bus question at all. Parliament has 
been already very influentially memorial- 


| ised by those who dwell in the City, and 


|dust nuisance and the danger, 


it is to be hoped that something will 
be done in that matter. It is the country 
districts to which I particularly desire 
to call attention. 


When we begin arguing about the 
and So 
forth, the usual line of defence taken 
by motorists is that it is only the wicked 
owner of motor cars, the scorcher and 


| the inconsiderate man, who gives offence, 


and that they would willingly join the 


|rest of the public in putting that down. 


good for the country at large, but, of | 


course, it has its drawbacks. It 
had a verv bad effect on horse-breeding, 
and the displacement of a large number 
of horses will probably give serious 
cause for alarm to those who are interested 
in maintaining the armaments of this 
country; but there is one crumb of 
comfort to those interested in the horse 
question, and that is that the introduc- 
tion of motor-cars has put an end to the 
breeding of the hackney horse, which 
has had such a deleterious effect on 
horse-breeding generally in this country. 


I think your Lordships will agree with 
me that some legislation on this question 
ought not to be very long delayed. I 
venture to call attention to it because 
motorists have got every possible social 
and financial influence behind them. 
Their principal protagonist the noble 
Lord behind me (Lord Montagu 


Lord Willoughby de Broke. 


has | 


of | to make. 


That may be true with regard to many 
accidents, but the dust nuisance is 
absolutely inherent to the use of any 
kind of motor car. I think I shall not 


; tae be overstating the case when I say that 
of motor-propelled traffic is in most cases } 


it is almost impossible for anybody, 
however philanthropic he may be, to 
drive a motor car on a dusty or muddy 
day without inflicting some annoyance 
and discomfort on somebody. And to 
that extent they are trying to adapt 
to the roads of this country a form of 
traffic which in their present state they 
are not intended to carry. 


It is quite easy to produce figures 
to show that there have been an enormous 
number of accidents owing to motor cars 
being driven at a high rate of speed. 
I have had compiled from the newspaper 
reports of 1907 figures which show that 


| 932 aecidents resulted from motor traffic 


of all kinds, in which 215 people were 
killed. Accidents are inseparable, it is 
contended, from this kind of traffic, 
and will eventually become fewer and 
'fewer. I may be asked what remedy 
|I propose. Well, I have a suggestion 
If the use of the horn or 
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warning signal by motorists was for- 
bidden, they would have to take the 
same chance as drivers of horse vehicles ; 
they would have to go much slower round 
corners and through populous places, 
and would not be able, by blowing a 
horn, to order everybody else out of 
the wav. Their speed would be greatly 
reduced, they would have to pull up 
oftener, and they would be forced to 
be a little more considerate of other 
people. I know what the answer to 
this argument is. It is said that if 
motorists were prevented from using 
the horn they would have continually to 
shout when coming behind a _ covered 
van or Vehicle of that kind. But I have 
to shout when I am driving a_ horse 
vehicle, and why should not motorists / 
Personally I do not think there is such 
a great deal in that as many people 
try to make out. 


As to the dust nuisance, we hove 
some very telling evidence in the Report 
of the Royal Commission. A market 
gardener at Brentford said that th 
effect of the dust was to destrov the 
value of his produce, and other evidence 
of a similar kind was given by persons 
residing in the vicinity of the main 
roads. It is to the dust nuisance that 
Parliament ought, I maintain, to address 
itself very strenuously. There is no 
doubt whatever about the dust nuisance. 
It is abundantly complained of on all 
sides, and is admitted by motorists 
themselves. It would not be difficult 
to work up a case and to speak in 
language of emotion of the terrible 
scourge inflicted by motor traffie on 
roadside dwellers and cottagers on dusty 
days, and more particularly on Sunday 
afternoons, their only holiday. The 
Royal Commission declare that there 
isno doubt all at about the dust nuisance, 
and that it causes material damage, 
discomfort and annoyance to users of 
and dwellers by the highways. 


The Royal Commission went on to say 
that there were three wavs in which the 
dust nuisance might be mitigated—first 
by an alteration in the structure of the car: 
secondly, by the treatment of the roads : 
and, thirdly, by some regulation with re- 
gard to speed. [am not an expert in re- 
gard to the construction of motor-cars. 
Perhaps my noble friend Lord Montagu 


| will be able to tell us something about 

that later. But I think it is not unfair 
| to say that the motor car which does not 
| raise dust when driven at twenty miles 
'an hour remains yet to be invented. I 
‘think the same argument applies with 
reference to the remedy of treating the 
roads. Itisin the first place an exceeding- 
ly expensive thing to carry out, and 
though tarred roads do not raise such 
clouds of dust as ordinary roads, they do 
raise black dust of a particularly venomous, 
hurtful, and mischievous kind. I do not 
think I am going too far when I say that, 
however thoroughly you may prepare 
the surface of the road, and however much 
money you may spend upon it, the enor- 
mous width of the steel-shod tires will wear 
through any specially-prepared surface in 
a comparatively short time. Therefore, 
I think we may dismiss that suggestion 
as impracticable. 

There is no doubt whatever, if we are 
to place credence in the Report of the 
Roval Commission, that dust does in- 
crease in.a corresponding ratio to the 
increase of speed. This is what the Com- 
missioners sayv— 

‘Speaking generally, we came to the con- 
clusion that at a speed below ten miles an hour 
the dust raised is comparatively slight, that it 
increases very greatly at from twelve to twenty 
miles an hour, and continues to increase, but 
in a smaller proportion, at higher speeds. 
It, therefore, follows that the dust nuisance is 
largely within the power of the motor driver to 
control if he be content to reduce the speed of 
his car to that of ordinary horse-drawn traffic.” 


It is speed which, in my humble opinion 
is the real mischief. I do not want to 
recommend anything savage or Dra- 
conian with regard to the speed-linut, 
but there is no doubt whatever that 
dust will increase in corresponding ratio 
to the increase of speed. I am not 
going to propose that Parliament should 
require that anybody who has a motor 
car should go no faster than anybody 
who has a dogeart. That would be 
ridiculous and inepossible to enforce. 
I was one of the few who went into the 
lobby in favour of the twenty miles per 
hour speed - limit, which was subse- 
quently adopted by the other House, 
but it has been found impossible to 
enforce that in the open between one 
village and another. 

I do not wish to lecture any Member 
of your Lordships’ House or anybody 
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else. I may say that I have not got a 
motor car of my own, but have con- 
stantly been in one, and I am not sure 
whether breaking the law in somebody 
else’s motor car is not more disreputable 
than breaking it in your own. But I 
do think that it is very deplorable that 
at this time of day society should have 
set itself to thwart and embarrass the 
police in the execution of their duty 
and in trying to enforce the law and 
obey the orders of their superiors. I 
think that to bring the Executive into 
discredit as has been done is a very 
regrettable thing indeed. It is no use 
for Parliament to attempt to pass a 
law if society generally has resolved 
not to obey it. You produce an impasse 
from which it is impossible to get 
out. But I do urge upon His Majesty's 
(rovernment, most respectfully and most 
strongly. that if they would only let 
it be made clear that the central autho- 
rity intends to enforce a reduction of 
the speed limit to something like ten 
miles an hour in villages and populous 
places, they would have the support of 
the whole of the better kind of opinion 
among both motorists and non-motorists. 
and would earn the thanks of the very 


much oppressed «dwellers in country 
districts. This ought not to be difficult 
to do. 


{LORDS} 


At the end of this Blue-book there is an | 


extremely able report by the Secretary 


of the Roval Commission upon motoring | 


in other European countries, and in every 
one of the countries mentioned there is a 
provision that motor-cars shall not go 
bevond a certain speed—the highest 
is twelve miles an hour—through villages 
and populous places. It may be said that 
this ought to be done by the local authori- 
I believe the local authorities 
several places have done what they 
to mitigate this nuisance by 
notices outside the villages, 


ties. 
can 
placing 


in | 


but I think | 


that in a very short time familiarity with | 


the notices of the local authority with- 
out any extra penalty behind them will 


breed contempt, and that these notices, | 


though possibly efficacious here and there | 


for a short time, will soon come to be dis- 
regarded and will not have the same 
authority as they would have if placed 
there by the central Government. I 
ask the noble Lord whether he cannot 


Lord Willoughby de Broke. 
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send round some kind of requisition or 
instruction to each local authority to 
schedule all villages and populous places ; 
but unless a more stringent penalty is 
onforeed for driving through villages at a 
high speed, the dust nuisance will still 
continue and be just as bad as ever, 
Noble Lords opposite know quite well 
how to deal with local authorities who do 
not do their duty, and if they would 
only ‘“ ginger’’ the local authorities a 
little bit with regard to enforcing penalties 
and scheduling populous places in rural 
districts, their action would receive a 
great amount of support. 

Noble Lords who live in the country 
know that this is a very serious matter, 
It may be thought a trifling domestic 
affair, but it is a matter which is very 
likely to have a serious effect upon society 
at large. Iam told, and I know from my 
own experience, that there is nothing 
which sets the poor against the rich and 
class against class so much as the practice 
of driving through their villages and 
smothering them with mud in the winter 
and dust in the summer. These people 
who live by the roadside have a right to 
be protected, and I trust that we shall 
hear that attention is being given to the 
matter by His Majesty's Government. 


Lorp MONTAGU or BEAULIEU 
My Lords. this debate is very similar 
in tone to those we have had on two or 
three previous occasions which I 
have had the honour to address vour 
Lordships. But to-day we have had an 
able and conciliatory speech from the 
Lord, and with many of his con- 


on 


noble 


clusions, although I am a very keen 
motorist, I am bound to agree. I 
thoroughly agree as to the ill-feeling 


caused between motorists 
especially those 


which might be 
and the general public, 
who dwell along the roadside, by the 
inconveniences to which they are put; 
but, on the other hand, I am bound to 
sav that the number of careful drivers 
is very largely on the increase. I think 
people offend in these matters more 
from thoughtlessness than anything else ; 
but I have seen an immense improve- 
ment in this respect within the last 
Vear or two. 3 jig 384) A) dd 

The Governmentfare continually beg 
given’ good advice from the patties 


ed 





aes ous 


380 


L or 


try 
ter, 
stic 
very 
lety 
my 
hing 
and 
tice 
and 
hter 
ople 
t to 
hall 
the 
it. 


EU: 
ular 
» or 
h I 
your 
1 an 
the 
con- 
keen 
| 
sling 
rists 
hose 
the 
put ; 
1 to 
ivers 
hink 
nore 
aise ; 
‘ove: 
last 
wsdl 
eing 
rties 


te nad 





1381 Motor Car 


interested on both sides. No doubt 
they can take care of themselves per- 
fectly well. Everyone who has followed 
the Answers given by the President of 
the Local Government Board must be 
convinced that he is trying to find a 
solution to the question, and that pend- 
ing a solution he is prepared to consider 
any suggestion that may be submitted 
to him. The noble Lord made one 
suggestion which, if he would extend 
ita little, I should be prepared to agree 
to. He said that there should be a 
reduced speed limit in villages and 
populous places. If he would add to 
that, that we might outside villages and 
populous places, where obviously there 
is no danger and no risk of life, exceed 
the twenty miles limit, we should be 
quite prepared to give that suggestion 
very careful and friendly consideration, 


Ic is really in populous _ places, 
streets, and villages, where the danger 
and nuisance exist. There are a great 
many miles of main road in this country 
where no nuisance or danger can be said 
to arise except when vou are meeting 
vehicles, and then every reasonable 
person—and I am glad to think they 
are in the majority—slows down. In 
the dog days we are apt to think that 
dust is always with us, but, as a matter 
of fact, a friend of mine at the Meteoro- 
logical Office informs me that on the 
average there are only fifty dusty days 
out of the 365 in the vear, or one in 
seven. Therefore, it is not so serious 
a question during the greater portion of 
the vear, and I think more impartial 
consideration is likely to be given to 
the discussion of the subject if it takes 
place in February rather than in July. 

As to accidents, everybody, of course, 
deplores them, but they are bound to 
oceur with every kind of vehicle. Though 
Ido not wish to say that motor vehicles 
are not driven sometimes much too reck- 
lessly, on the whole I do not think the 
motor car can really be called a dangerous 
Vehicle. I made a rough calculation 
while the noble Lord was speaking of the 
number of miles which would be likely to 
be run in a year by motors and motor 
eveles. There are to-day, in this country, 
roughly about 60,000 motor-cars and 
40,000 motor cycles. If anything that 
8 an under-estimate. Let us assume 
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that they run 100 miles a week apiece. 
On that basis they would run over 
500,000,000 miles a year, which is a very 
considerable mileage, and the number of 
accidents is only about 1,000 a year. 
That is small in proportion. I am not 
such an efficient mathematician as to be 
able to work out the exact percentage, 
but it is very low indeed, and probably 
far lower than the percentage in the early 
days of railways. If one considers the 
great mileage run, I do not think the 
number of accidents, although deplorable, 
anything out of the way. 


Legislation. 


Then the noble Lord referred to the 
horn, and suggested that if horns were 
done away with there would be less 
furious driving and fewer accidents. I 
do not agree with him. All vehicles 
which go at any speed have a means of 
signalling their approach. Hansom cabs 
that were fitted with rubber tyres had to 
have bells on the harness ; that was only 
another way of giving a signal to the 
public of their approach. The use of 
horns was prohibited in Paris, but the 
Paris authorities admitted that their 
abolition had not added to the safety of 
the public. I do not think that in the 
present state of our roads, with high 
fences at each side and children making 
mud-pies in the middle, it would be safe 
to do away with the use of the horn. 
Then there is also the difficulty in driving 
at night and meeting carmen asleep. I 
have often had the misfortune to meet 
sleeping carters whom it has been most 
difficult to wake. A sleeping driver on 
the road in the country is by no means 
rare. Then there are carriers’ vans 
filled with clattering parcels, and the 
(river, with the best will in the world, is 
frequently not able to hear traffic ap- 
proaching from behind. The abolition 
of the horn would lead, I am afraid, to a 
noisier form of ergine, whereas the present 
tendency is to secure a quiet form. 


The arguments for and against all these 
questions are so well known to your 
Lordships that I will not detain you upon 
them, but if the Government intend to 
bring forward any legislation on this 
subject, they ought to do so very care- 
fully indeed. At the present moment 
the industry is not by any means in a 
flourishing condition, and any really 
drastic legislation would affect a large 
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number of workers and a large amount of 
capital, and would strike a very serious 
blow at what is a great and growing trade. 
As regards dust, I have hopes that we are 
on the eve of a solution of this question. 
I have spent a good deal of time during 
the past year in visiting places where dust 
material has been put down on the roads, 
and I have come to the conclusion that a 
great deal of progress is being made in 
this direction. In a great many counties, 
notably in Hampshire, great portions of 
the villages, by public and private money, 
have been laid with dustless paving with 
excellent results, and I believe we shall in 
that way do a great deal to abolish the 
dust nuisance. We certainly should not 
stand in the way of the Government in 
the matter of fresh legislation. But 
while I do not think considerate mo‘orists 
would oppose a reduced speed limit in 
populous places, they would ask for some 
relaxation in regard to those parts of the 
country where there is no danger, and also 
that the penalties under the Act of 1903 
should be reconsidered and_ revised. 
The desire among motorists generally is to 
be considerate to the public and to mini- 
mise the nuisance which we are quite 
aware in some places we are guilty of 


creating. 


*Lorp ALLENDALE: My Lords, I 
have no reason to complain of this 
question having been raised again, or of 
the tone of the speech of the noble Lord 
who introduced it. If I have anv com- 
plaint at all to make, it is rather that the 
question was not raised earlier in the 
s ssion, as we have had a good many 
sittings occupied with only minormat‘ ers 
when we might have discussed this subject 
with advantage. To-dav, however, there 
is a great deal of business on the Paper. 


There was, as Lord Willoughby has 
reminded us, a debate on this question 
earlier in the session, initiated by Lord 
Montagu, to which I had the honour 
of veplvmg. That discussion dealt with 
another aspect of the question—that 
of the taxation of motor-cars—there 
being at the time some apprehension 
as to possible increased taxation being 
announced in the then forthcoming 
Budget. I intimated at the time that 
the Government were not contemplating 
any legislation during the present session 

Lord Montagu of Beaulieu. 


{LORDS} 
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amending the Motor Cars Acts. Hovy- 
ever, the Government and the Local 
Government Board have not lost sight 
of the question, nor of the fact that the 
existing Acts require amendment in 
many particulars. The working of these 
Acts is being considered. Although the 
noble Lord who raised this discussion 
did not allude to any personal grievance, 
he has, I know, a personal and justifiable 
grievance against motor cars, for a year 
or two ago serious damage was done 
to some very valuable horses. The 
noble Lord has my fullest sympathy 
as a hunting man. 


As to the suggested abolition of the 
horn, I think it is the abuse of the hom 
or siren which has led to complaint. | 
quite agree with what fell from my noble 
friend Lord Montagu on this subject. I 
daresay your Lordships, in reading the 
reports of prosecutions for excessive 
speed or accidents, have noticed that 
the question is often asked: “Did he 
blow his horn?” Very often the driver 
is told that he ought to have blown his 
horn; and, if a man is nearly run over, 
one of the first things he says is: “* Why 
on earth’’—or something stronger— 
“did not you blow your horn, and let 
me know you were coming?” There: 
fore, with regard to the abolition of the 
horn, there are two sides of the question 
to be considered. The use of motor cars 
was, as your Lordships know, first 
made possible in this country by the 
Act of 1896, which was amended in 
many particulars by the Act of 1903. 
Heavier motors have been allowed, 
identification plates and registration in- 
sisted upon, and the speed limit raised 
to twenty miles an hour. It was felt 
then that the motor car industry was still 
in its infancy, and, in view of further 
legislation, 2 Royal Commission was 
appointed. Most of your Lordships are 
aware of the recommendations of this 
Commission. 


The question of the speed limit is 
undoubtedly one of the most important 
dealt with by the Royal Commission ; 
but, at the same time, the Royal Com- 
mission were by no means unanimous in 
their recommendations. On this question 
precisely opposite opinions are held by 
motorists and the general public, and 
I can only repeat that the matter 1s 
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receiving the attention of the Local 
Government Board. Other business, 
however, has made it impossible to intro- 


duce legislation up to the present. - The 
existing Act is, therefore, scheduled 


again ir. the Expiring Laws Continuance 
Bill. The Government are not without 
hope that the delay which is taking 
place in the introduction of legislation 
may meanwhile result in more general 
agreement being come to on many points 
in order that fresh legislation when 
passed may be permanent and not have 
to be tinkered with continually. 


I should like to support what my 
noble friend Lord Montagu said, that 
there is not now so much opposition to 
motor cars as there was formerly, and 
that as a rule the drivers are much more 
careful and the owners much more 
considerate than was formerly the case. 
Whatever may be the difference of 
opinion as to the speed on open roads, 
Ithink all reasonable persons will agree 
with Lord Willoughby that the greatest 
care should be exercised in populous 
places and when going through towns 
and villages. The local authorities have 
certain. powers, with the sanction of the 
Local Government Board, of limiting 
the speed, and I understand that when 
this question of the continuance of the 
Motor Act was raised two days ago in 
another place the President of the Local 
Government Board intimated his inten- 
tion of issuing a Circular drawing the 
attention of local authorities to the 
provisions of the existing law which 
may be put in motion in order to 
cor‘rol the inconsiderate and dangerous 
use of motor cars. I am sure that if the 
noble Lord has any suggestions to make 
to my right hon. friend as to anything 
that could reasonably be embodied in 
this Circular, it will receive most careful 
consideration. The Local Government 
Board have certain drastic powers under 
the Act of 1903, but of course, they 


niturally do not take action until 
they are asked to do so by the 
local authorities. Speaking for myself, 
I certainly think that the minor. 
authorities, the urban district councils 
and rural district councils, might 


ilso have power, without having to 
go to the county council, to schedule 
certain districts where motor traffic is 
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dangerous. I should like to see the 
speed-limit considerably reduced in 
crowded and populous places, and in 
villages. 


Legislation. 


A good deal of the noble Lord’s speech 
was taken up with the question of the dust 
nuisance. I do not think there can be 
any doubt in the minds of your Lordships 
that the dust nuisance is one of the 
greatest disadvantages of motoring, both 
to the general public and to motorists 
themselves, but there are, as the Royal 
Commission states, obvious difficulties 
in making dust production a statutory 
offence. As Lord Willoughby said, the 
dust nuisance is to a considerable extent 
aggravated by excessive speed. Then 
the question of road-making was alluded 
to. I think it is obviously impossible 
to have a uniform system in all localities. 
Various experiments have been tried, but, 
largely owing to the expense, they have 
been tried only on a small scale, and the 
attempt has not been sufficient to secure 
reliable information. Anyhow, whatever 
system is adopted it must increase the 
cost of road-making considerably. The 
type of car has also been alluded to. Al- 
though some cars throw up more dust than 
others, I am afraid that any motor-car 
driven, even at a moderate speed, on a 
dusty road would throw up a considerable 
amount of dust. 


There is to be a congress shortly in Paris 
to consider the subject of road construc- 
tion, at which a number of experts from 
this and other countries will meet. One 
of the engineering inspectors of the Local 
Government Board has been deputed 
to attend on behalf of His Majesty’s 
Government, and it is hoped that some 
information on this important subject 
may be forthcoming. As I have said, 
I have no complaint to make of this ques- 
tion having been raised. All I will say in 
conclusion is, that the whole development 
of motor traffic in this country is being 
watched with a view to supplementary 
legislation, and that I will represent the 
views which the noble Lord has put for- 
ward to the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. 


THe Eart or HALSBURY: My 
Lords, I cannot help feeling a little 
disappointed at the noble Lord’s state- 
ment, because I think there is serious 
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and urgent necessity for the protection 
of life in the Metropolis. I observed 
that both the noble Lord who raised this 
question and the noble Lord who followed 
him disclaimed any interest in London. 
They devoted the whole of their remarks 
to country districts. I am a Londoner ; 
I see a great deal of what goes on in the 
streets of the Metropolis, and I cannot 
help thinking that it is a matter which 
urgently demands attention. It is im- 
possible to doubt that a great number 
of people are deterred from ordinary 
circulation in London by reason of the 
state of the traffic in various streets. 
There are certain streets which it is 
manifest cannot be crossed without 
peril to life unless one has a policeman 
with him. 


Although I have been a Londoner all 
my life, and am used to the streets, I 
find it difficult to cross some of them 
except at points at which are stationed 
the police, who so admirably discharge 
their duties. I walk a great deal; I 
always walk if I can, and from time to 
time I find a whole procession of motor 
vehicles on both sides of the road, follow- 
ing each other in rapid suecession, and 
going at such a pace that to attempt 
to cross is a very rash thing. Surely 
this is not a question that need demand 
long deliberation before an end is put 
to the present state of things in the 
Metropolis. I can quite understand that 
there may be some difficulty in dealing 
with the question of dust, although in my 
opinion, I think the dust question might 
be solved very well by an indictment 
for causing a nuisance. But that is not 
the question which at present seems to 
be so urgent. As far as the cost of road 
construction is concerned, I think those 
who use the roads should be made to pay. 
My own view is that we shall have to 
go back to the old turnpike system. But, 
as I say, that is not what seems to me 
the most urgent matter. 


Day by day one is struck by the number 
of accidents caused. A speed limit 
may be applied to vehicles travelling over 
a country road ; but it would be absurd 
to apply the same limit to such thorough- 
fares as Piccadilly or the Knightsbridge 
Road at three o’clock in the afternoon. 
If there were no speed limit applicable 
to such streets, it would be clear that a 


The Earl of Halshury. 
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driver would be responsible for travelling 
at a rate which was injurious to the 
public in the sense that it made it dan- 
gerous to pedestrians to cross the road, 
That view unfortunately was over-ruled, 
and it was determined to fix a speed 
limit; but I think everybody must be 
struck by the absurdity of making the 
rule apply equally to such places as 
Piccadilly and a country road. 


There is another matter which seems 
to me to call for consideration. In 
regard to bicycles, the use of which by 
boys in the employ of traders has 
become general, it is not so mech a 
question of the bicycle doing mischief, 
but a question of the cyclist dodging in 
and out and preventing the ordinary 
passenger using a crossing, because he 
has to calculate what will probably 
happen before he can reach the other 
side of the road, and before he had 
finished he would probably be run over. 
These are difficulties which exist in fact 
now, and to remit them to a general 
consideration of the whole motor in- 
dustry and what may be done in country 
roads is small consolation to those 
persons who have to cross thoroughfares 
in London. It appears to me _ that 
some drastic measure is needed in respect 
of the mode in which motor cars can be 
driven on London streets. 


I rather doubt the value of the motor 
horn in this respect. I think it acts as 
a deterrent against people crossing tne 
road, and the effect is that the hor- 
blowers have established a reign of 
terror. It is all very well to say they 
have no right to drive you off the road, 
but people do not wish to try the experi- 
ment at the risk of their lives: they 
therefore have recourse to the igno- 
minious expedient of running out of the 
way. I think the public convenience 
in that matter ought to be considered, 
and I am very much disappointed that 
this should only be the subject of con- 
templation by the proper authorities. 
I should have thought that sonrething 
for the convenience of the public could 
have been done at once, and that the 
other and remoter questions might be 
left for future consideration. It appears, 
however, that until the number 
accidents reaches a still larger figure 
and exceeds what is considered a fit 
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proportion in comparison to the nunrber 
of miles run, nothing will be done. I 
protest against its being supposed that 
nothing is to be done, and that the state 
of the London streets is to be permitted 
to continue as at present. 


Ear. RUSSELL: My Lords, I have 
not much to add to the remarks of my 
noble friend Lord Montagu, but I 
should like to call your Lordships’ atten- 
tion to one or two general considerations 
ofthis question which I think are perhaps 
a little lost sight of. First of all, I 
that the figures which were 
given Lord Willoughby de Broke 
of the number of persons killed should 
he accepted with a good deal of reserve. 
They were, as the noble Lord said, 
extracted from the newspapers, and I 
think vour Lordships ought to be assured 
that they did not include accidents 
from traction engines and tramears and 
vehicles of that kind. Your Lordships 
will doubt remember that before 
the Roval Commission many instances 
were brought forward of supposed deaths 
from motor car accidents which were 
reporte in the newspapers, but the 
accuracy of which the local police, on 
being approached, denied. In one case 
1 large motor car was said to have 
crushed a man to death in Oxford Street ; 
but the Commissioner of Police said 
he had heard of no such accident and 
no man had killed. Therefore, 
I suggest that the figures taken from 
the newspapers should be accepted with 
reserve. 


suggest 
by 


no 


been 


Much has been said as to the abolition 
of the horn. T think it might make 
careful men drive more carefully, but 
the drivers who are to be feared are 
the reckless and inconsiderate drivers. 
They would not, I am afraid, be led 
to drive any slower in consequence of 
the abolition of the horn, but would 
be inclined to take the risk. Personally. 
if Il were coming to a cross road, at 
whatever speed I was approaching it, 
I should not think that I was doing 
my duty without sounding the horn ; 
inl I think the abolition of the horn 
would place people in a danger they 
heed not be placed in. 


As to the question of speed, I think 
the noble and learned Lord opposite 
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has sounded the right note. You will not 
attain public safety by imposing anv 
artificial limit of speed, because when 
traffic is congested ten miles an hour is 
as ridiculous a speed as twenty miles an 
hour. It is not wise, I venture to think, 
to distract people’s attention from that 
which should always be present to their 
minds—driving safely, having regard to 
the traffic, the state of the road, the 
condition of the car and the amount of 
control over it—by directing their atten- 
tion to any artificial limit of speed. It 
may be perfectly safe in many streets 
in London at certain times of the day to 
drive at fifteen miles an hour, and it 
may be extremely dangerous in other 
streets to drive at four miles an hour. 
It is quite true, as the noble Lord opposite 
has said, that it is difficult to cross a 
continuous line of traffic, but I suggest 
that that is not a characteristic of motor 
cars alone. The same thing might have 
been observed in the early morning on 
the Embankment before motor cars 
became so fashionable, when City men 
were driven to business, and I am afra d 
that that is really an incident not of 
motor cars but of the ordinary congestion 
of traffic. It could, of course, be over- 
come by making it the law that the driver 
of a motor car should stop if a pedestrian 
desiring to cross held up his hand. Per- 
sonally, I should not think of interfering 
with the progress of a pedestrian who had 
begun to cross, but should give him plenty 
of time. 


Lord Montagu is right when he says 
that the proportion of considerate drivers 
has very largely increased, and is con- 
tinually increasing. Your Lordships, I 
am sure, will not lose sight of the fact 
that the three largest organisations to 
which motorists belong are continually 
impressing on their members the necessity 
not only of safe driving, but of considerate 
and courteous driving. That is being 
done by example, by individual cases of 
discipline, and by the issue of pamphlets 
and circulars. The drivers’ organisation 
is also directing its attention to the same 
subject. 


As to the suggested speed of ten miles 
an hour, I think the Local Government 
Board ought to reflect that that is not, 
as a rule, a reasonable speed. Figures 
were placed before the Royal Commission 
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which showed that a horse-drawn omni- 
bus in Victoria Street, Westminster, was 
going at a speed of thirteen miles an hour, 
that hansom cabs travelled at a speed as 
high as sixteen miles, and that tramcars 
went at sixteen and seventeen miles an 
hour. I submit that a tramear, which is 
on rails and cannot swerve, travelling at 
seventeen miles an hour is almost neces- 
sarily more dangerous than a light motor 
car travelling at that speed. If rates of 
speed are to be fixed, I would suggest, 
in the interests of having them observed, 
that they should be fixed at some reason- 
able rate. Ten miles an hour is almost 
impossibly slow for an ordinary motor 
car. It appears hardly to be moving. 
Those of your Lordships who drive in the 
Royal parks, where the speed of ten miles 
is rigidly enforced, know perfectly well 
that you are constantly passed by hansom 
cabs and even by four-wheelers. I 
think your Lordships will see that that is 


putting a very considerable strain on’ 


human nature. 


Then with regard to the dust problem, 
what can be done in the way of speed 
and of construction is, I fear, only in the 
nature of a palliative. A pair-horse van 
ambling along at six miles an hour on a 
dusty road will cause a large cloud of 
dust to rise. I fear that the tarring of 
the roads would also be only in the 
nature of a palliative. Ido not think the 
noble Lord who initiated this discussion 
was quite right when he said that the 
effects of tarred roads were injurious. 
If they were, it is strange that those who 
live in villages should themselves sub- 
scribe to the cost of tarring the roads. 
The real remedy, I venture to suggest, 
is to put the main roads under a central 
board and to assist them with national 
money—to create in this country some- 
thing corresponding to the routes nation- 
ales in France. The real remedy is to 
adopt the suggestion made by two 
Departmental Committees and one Royal 
Commission—to make these main roads 
a national charge and to construct them 
in the best possible way. A good many 
experts have said that if once a road is 
made up in a proper and satisfactory 
manner the cost of maintenance will be 
enormously reduced, and I venture to 
think that that will be the ultimate 
remedy for the dust nuisance. 


Earl Russell. 


{LORDS} 
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Lorpv BALFOUR or BURLEIGEH: 
My Lords, I want very strongly indeed 
tofsupport the general contentions which 
were put forward by the noble and 
learned Lord opposite (Lord Halsbury), 
The noble Earl who has just sat down 
talked about considerate drivers. The 
difficulty is, when you want to cross the 
road, that you do not know whether the 
driver is going to be considerate or not, 
and you do not find out that he is in- 
considerate until you have been run over, 
and that is rather late. I think the noble 
Earl must have been fortunate in his 
choice of four-wheel cabs. My experience 
of them, and I go about a good deal in 
them, is that they never exceed the limit 
of ten miles an hour. I think that 
statement, if I may use a colloquial 
expression, is rather too thin to be of 
much weight in a discussion af this kind. 
The noble Earl used the expression, 
“ Driving with safety, having regard to 
the circumstances of the traffic.” I 
think that is a rather dangerous provision, 
because it is generally the more ex- 
perienced driver who takes the greater 
risks. Many of those who are skilful 
think that they can take great risks, and, 
though they may succeed many times, 
when. they fail there are usually ]ament- 
able results. But I rose for the purpose 
of expressing my hearty sympathy with 
the suggestions made by the noble and 
learned Lord. I think that the 
Commissioner of Poliee, who has con- 
siderable powers in this matter, should 
be stirred up to action in regard to motor 
traffic, and, if he has not sufficient power, 
he should be armed with powers to place 
trusted members of the police force 0! 
the watch at certain points in London 
and to prosecute drivers guilty of reckless 
acts. 


THe Eart or DONOUGHMORE: 
My Lords, the noble Lord who has just 
sat down threw some doubt on the state- 
ment that hansom-cabs and four-wheelers 
go more than ten miles an hour. The 
other day I was going along the Mallat, 
according to a very accurate speedometer, 
twelve miles an hour, when a hansom cab 
ran away from me. I desire to repudiate 
the suggestion that the more skilful e 
driver the more risks he takes. In my 
experience, the more skilful the driver, 
the more he appreciates the dangers 0 
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the road and the more considerate he is 
to the public. 


BEE PEST (IRELAND) BILL. 


{29 JuLy 1908} 


Order of the Day for the House to be | 


put into Committee read. 


Moved. ** That the House do now resolve 
itself into Committee.”—(Lord Denman.) 


*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, on the Motion to into 
(Committee I desire to say one word on 
the subject of this Bill. I believe it 
was read a second time under circum- 
stances which rendered discussion difficult 
or impossible, and I do not think the 
House has heard very much as to the 
reasons Which have induced His Majestv’s 
Government to take the Bill up. It 
wdoubtedly contains some extremely 
drastic and inquisitorial provisions. I 
was very much struck by an observation 
which fell from Lord Willoughby de 
Broke, who, in the course of his speech 


gO 


earlier to-day, said many sagacious things, 
to the effect that it is no use passing a 
law unless you can see your way to make 
people obey it. The law embodied in 
this Bill is certainly one which it will 


not be very easy to enforce. Bee- 
keeping has increased enormously in 
Ireland. You hardly see a single cottage 


in the poorer parts of the country where 
there are not beehives, and the owners 
of these hives will be subject to the 
legislation contained in this Bill. Now 
what the Bill do? It compels 
everv owner of bees whose bees show 
symptoms of this disease to notify the 
fact, and if he fails to notify it he is liable 
toa severe penalty. Then inspectors are 
to be appointed who are to have power 
to enter at all reasonable times any 
premises where bees are kept, and any- 


does 
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is found to exist, and within that area 
the department may cause the whole 
of the bees, as well as the articles and 
appliances used in connection with bee- 
keeping, to be destroyed. These are 
very strenuous powers, and [ find at 
the end of the Bill that they can be 
delegated by the county council to a 
local authority. What I wish to know 
is whether His Majesty’s Government 
have satisfied themselves by taking the 
advice of practical people that this is a 
kind of legislation which there is any 
prospect of successfully enforcing. Has 
there been any inquiry? Have the 
county councils been consulted? If not, 
I should like to know why there is se 
much hurry to force the Bill through 
Parliament, when, of course, there would 
be ample time for considering it at our 
leisure after the summer adjournment. 


THe Eart or MAYO: My Lords, I 
should like to sav a few words with 
regard to the remarks of the noble 
Marquess. Other places besides Ireland 
have suffered from this bee pest. I am 
told by a noble Lord near me that every 
bee in the Isle of Wight last season was 
killed by this disease, known foul 
brood. The Bill is required in order to 
and promote the cottage 
industry of bee-keeping in Ireland. I 


as 


encourage 


cannot agree with the noble Marquess 


one obstructing an inspector is liable to | 


penalties. In the next clause the depart- 


ment or the local authority may order | 


the destruction, not only of the bees 


supposed to be infected, but of all articles | 
wid appliances used in connection with | 


hee-keeping which are infected with the 
disease or suspected of being infected ; 
and there, again, a penalty is imposed 
for failure to comply with the clause. 
Finally, there is power taken to proclaim 
a whole area in which this bee disease 


that this Bill is too drastic in its effect. 
The noble Marquess quoted the expres- 
sion of opinion of Lord Willoughby de 
Broke, that it was no good having a law 
unless it could be enforced; but I 
must point out that there are provided 
in this Bill penalities for not declaring 
the existence of this pest in particular 
hives. Where there are penalties surely 
the law can be enforced. I can 
vour Lordships that the Bill is really 
wanted in Ireland. 


assure 


Lorp DENMAN: My Lords, I hope 
[ shall be able to show the noble Marquess 
that, although the provisions of this 
Bill appear at first sight to be of 
rather a drastic character, yet they are 
not really The Bill, as the noble 
Jarl opposite has just said, is urgently 
needed to stamp out, and to stamp out 
as soon as possible, this disease. The 
noble Marquess asked if the local autho- 
rities had been consulted. The answer 


SY. 
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to that is that we are promoting this 
Bill at the request of the local autho- 
rities in Ireland. I believe that nearly 
all the local authorities and the Council 
of Agriculture as well as the bee-keepers 
of Ireland have asked the Irish Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to introduce a 
measure of this kind. Our desire is to 
meet, as far as possible, the wishes of 
these local authorities and of the people 
interested in the success of bee-keeping. 
The disease with which the Bill deals 
has spread rapidly and caused very 
great loss. Experts are agreed that the 
only way to cope with the pest is by 
destroying the infected bees and also 
the appliances. That is what this Bill 
seeks to do; and compensation is to be 
paid te the owner of any bees or ap- 
pliances destroved to the extent of half 
their value. This compensation will be 
paid out of the funds of the Agricultural 
Committee of each county. These funds 
consist of a small rate, generally of 1d. 
in the £, and a larger sum in the shape 
of a contribution from the Department 
of Agriculture. The Department will 
bear a large proportion of the cost of 
administering the Act, for not only will 
they supply a considerable part of the 
funds but they will also provide the 
cost of inspectors and other people 
to carry out its provisions. 
The Department of Agriculture recog- 
nise the urgency of this matter. I do not 
know whether the noble Marquess will 


necessary 


consider that I have answered satis- 
factorily the points he raised. The 
noble Earl opposite, Lord Donough- 
more, has some Amendments on the 


Paper which would considerably enlarge 
the scope of the Bill, and with the great 
majority of which I am unable to agree. 
I hope that, although the Bill has been 
brought up at a late period in the session, 
noble Lords opposite will not resist the 
_ passing of it into law before the adjourn- 
ment. 


*THE MarqurEss or LANSDOWNE: I 
am much obliged to the noble Lord 
for his explanation. If I had been in 
possession of the information he has 
giver to the House I should not have | 
troubled him. 


| 

) 

. . | 

On Question, Motion agreed to. | 
Lord Denman. 


{LORDS} 


(Ireland) Bill. 


House in Committee accordingly, 
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[Lord Batrour of BuRLEIGH in the 
Chair. ] 


THE Eart or DONOUGHMORE, who 
had two pages of Amendments on the 
Paper, said he had consulted the noble 
Lord in charge of the Bill, and in view 
of the late period of the session he would 
not propose any Amendment to which 
the Government did not assent. 


Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to. 


THE Eart or DONOUGHMORE had 
an Amendment on the Paper to insert, 
after Clause 4, the following new clause— 

** Any person who knowingly removes from 
his premises, or sells or disposes of to any other 
person, or imports into any district any bees, 
or any article or appliance used in connection 
with bee-keeping, shall be guilty of any offence 
under this Act, and shall be liable on summar: 
conviction to a penalty not exceeding, for the first 
offence, five pounds, and for the second or any 
subsequent offence ten pounds.” 

He desired to enter ean emphatic protest 
inst the action of their Lordships’ 
printers. He had handed the Amend: 
ment in in proper English, and it was 
circulated to their Lordships. The 
printers, however, had chosen, off thei 
own bat, to reprint it and recirculate it, 


aga 


leaving out the most important word. 
The Amendment should read 
“Any ‘infected’ bees or any ‘* infected’ 


article or appliance.” 


As his Amendment stood on the Paper, 
the removal of a bee hive from one place 
to another would an offence. It 
was curious that when their Lordships 
worked hardest the printers seemed to 
get slackest. It was a very strong thing 
for the printers to revise their Lordship: 
Amendments, and he thought the House 
ought to consider whether some inquiry 
should not take place into the slipshod 
methods of the printers. He moved 
his Amendment he desired it to 
be put. 


be 


as 


Amendment moved— 


** After Clause 4, to insert the following new 
clause: ‘ Any person who knowingly removes 
from his premises, or sells or disposes of to any | 
other person, or imports into any district any 
infected bees or any infected article or appliance 
used in connection with bee-keeping, shall be 
guilty of an offence under this Act, and shall 
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be liable on summary conviction to a penalty 
not exceeding, for the first offence, five pounds, 
and for the second or any subsequent offence 
ten pounds.’ ”°—(T'he Earl of Donoughmore.) 


Lorp DENMAN moved to amend 
this proposed new clause by leaving 
out the words “any infected bees or 
any” and inserting the words “ any 
bees infected with bee pest or foul brood, 
or any”; and by inserting after the 
word “ bee-keeping” the words “and 
infected with that disease.’ He ex- 
plained that the scope of the Bill would 
enlarged by Lord Donoughmore’s 
Amendment as it stood, and he wished 
to restrict it to bees infected with this 
particular disease. 


be 


Amendment moved to the Amend- 


ment— 

“To leave out line 3, and to insert the words 
‘any bees infected with bee pest or foul brood, 
or any’; and in line 4, after the word ‘ bee- 
keeping * to insert the words * and infected with 
that disease.’ ”’°—(Lord Denman.) 
Amendment the 


agreed to. 


On Question. 
Amendment 


to 


Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 5 and 6 agreed to. 
Clause 7: 


Eart or DONOUGHMORE 
to amend Clause 7, so as to 
enable the Department to make regula- 
tions with respect to the method of 
isolation, cleaning, and disinfection of 
bees in addition to their destruction. 


THE 
movec l 


Amendment moved— 

“Tn page 3, line 12, after the woczd ‘ of,’ to 
insert the words ‘isolation, cleaning, disinfec- 
tion, or,’ and after the word ‘ bees ’ to insert the 
words ‘bee products or.’”—(The Earl of 
Donoughmore.) 


Lorp DENMAN said he would accept 
the Amendment if the noble Earl would 
delete the word “isolation.” He had 
taken legal advice on the point, and had 
been told that there would be some 
poeeity in the matter of isolating a 
ee, 


Tue Eart oF DONOUGHMORE ac- 
cepted the suggested alteration. 
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On Question, Amendment, as 2mended, 
agreed to. 


Clause 7, as amended, agreed to. 


Remaining clauses agreed to. 

Standing Committee negatived; the 
Report of Amendment to be received 
To-morrow, and Bill to be printed as 
amended (No. 195). 


FINANCE BILL. 
[SeconD READING. ] 
Order of the Day for the Second Read- 
ing read. 


*Viscount St. ALDWYN : Mv Lords, 
early in the tenure of office of His Majesty’s 
present advisers the minds of a good many 
stern economists among their followers 
who had been taught to believe in the 
extravagance of the Administra- 
tions of Lord Salisbury and Mr. Balfour 
must have been much cheered by the state- 
ment made by the Prime Minister that he 
considered that the Estimates for the 
Supply services, as they then stood, at 
£111,000,000, were quite excessive, and 
that he held it to be the first and para- 
mount duty of the present Government to 
return to a more thrifty and economical 
administration. The effect of that an- 
nouncement was seen last vear by the 


STOSS 


reduction of these Estimates by something 
lessthan l percent. This vear lam sorry 
to sav that the £111,000,000 has been 
exceeded by nearly £1,000,000. I do not 
complain of that. I allude to it solely 
for the purpose of expressing the hope 
that, now it that was been shown by the 
experience of the present Government 
that the charges of extravagance which 
they so freely launched in the days of 
their predecessors were wrong, these 
charges will not be repeated in the future. 
What is the present position? We 
have Estimates for the Supply services 
of nearly £112,000,000, but that is by no 
means all. We have before us in the 
years that are immediately to come 
anticipations of large additions to those 
Estimates, not including any question of 
old-age pensions, but for the ordinary 
services of the country. Bills have been 
| passed or are passing, such as the Irish 
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Universities Bill or the Small Holdings 
Act, 
expenditure. When the question of ele- 
mentary education is settled, and I sup- 
pose all of us hope that a reasonable 
settlement of that question may 
arrived at before long, a further large 
charge will undoubtedly be 
on the Exchequer. Then there 
other more important items of in- 
creased expenditure -to which we may 
look forward, first in Army services. Un- 
less the rumours which have been abroad 
within the last few weeks as to intended 
reductions in the Army are true, as I 
cannot imagine for a moment they are, 
and if the Territorial Army scheme is a 
success, very considerable additions must 
be made to the Army Estimates in the 
coming vears on that account, especially 
in order to establish the Territorial Ar- 
tillery. 
with the needs of the services tell us that 
both in the Army and Navy, 
have been depleted in the last two years 
which will have to be replaced in future 
years. Lastly, the new construction 
vote for the Navy for three vears running 
has been reduced toa point which has been 
unknown for many years previously, with 
the certain result that if the promises 
of the Government with regard to the 
maintenance of our Navy in an effective 
state are realised the new construction 
vote must be increased in the years before 
us, probably by several millions. 





stores 


there 
naval 


In addition to those charges 
are two important permanent 
works—the docks and harbour 
Rosyth and the Portsmouth lock—for 
which a sum of no more than £100,000 
taken in the Estimates of the 
present vear, but for the completion of 


is 


which at least £4,500,000 will be needed. | 


We have been told that the works at 
Rosyth are to take ten years. If the 
policy of spending money at Rosyth 
is sound, and I believe it to be necessary, 


there can be no question that these works | 


ought to be brought to a conclusion at 
the earliest possible date. 


naval dockyard on the whole east coast 
of this country capable of receiving a 
ship of the “ Dreadnought” class. 
postponing the execution of this great 


work owing to their desire to keep down 
' 


Viscount St. A ldwyn 
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which must necessarily add to the | 


be | 


imposed | 
are | 


Then those who are acquainted | 


at | 


I believe at the | 
present moment there is not a single | 


If by | 
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|naval Estimates, that work should be 


found to be not ready in the event of a 
| possible naval war in the North Sea.a 
responsibility will rest on the shoulders of 
| the Government which T should be sorry 
to bear. Taking all these matters to- 
| gether, and remembering that the Govern- 
ment have set their faces against loans, 
I believe a sum of several millions must 
| be added to the ordinary annual peace 
istimates during the next few years, 


That is not all. We have now before 
us the Old-Age Pensions Bill, which 
will impose a burden commencing at 
£7,500,000 or so, and extending to an 
amount which no man can foresee, upon 
the finances of the country. What has 
been the policy which the Government 
have pursued with a view to prepar- 
ing for this great increase? We have 
been told by the Prime Minister that 
| he budgeted not merely for one year, 
| but that his Budgets form part of 
the whole of a great financial policy. 
Last year he gave up £3,500,000 of 
indirect taxation in the shape of 
coal duty and reduction of the tea duty. 
This year he follows that action up by 
giving up £3,500,000 of the sugar duty— 
£7,000,000 of indirect taxation given up 
in two vears with these great liabilities 
before us. 


I have never contended, and am not 
about to contend now, that either the 
coal duty or the sugar duty i is free from 
objection. I defy any man to discover 
}a tax against which no objections can 
be made. Least of all can that be said 
for the income-tax, the high rate of 
which is certain to have a direct effect 
upon the employment of the people 
and upon the condition of trade. But 
what I have contended is that, granting 
that there are objections to the coal 
‘tax and the sugar tax, just as there 
must be objections to every kind of 
tax, it would be absolutely impossible 
|for any Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to raise the amount which those taxes 
have produced with less disturbance 
to the general trade and industry of 
the country, and with injurious 
effects upon the masses of the people. 
I have no doubt that the repeal of the 
coal duty benefited the employers a and 
workmen concerned in the production 
of coal. It did not benefit them to the 


less 
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extent that was anticipated, because 
I think the rise in the price of coal 
that took place last year was due 
not so much to the repeal of the coal 
duty as to the great expansion of trade 
on the Continent, which largely increased 
the demand for our coal, and conse- 
quently together with the repeal of the 
duty, had this effect upon the general 
consumers of coal in this country that, 
it materially added to the price which 
they had to pay for a necessary article 
of consumption. But the coal duty 
has gone. 


The reduction of the sugar duty, so far 
as sugar is used as an article of manu- 
facture, has certainly given relief to 
manufacturers. It may have given some 
relief, like the reduction of ld. on tea, 
to the direct consumers. I do not believe 
that the reduction in either case gave 
much if any relief to the very poor 
classes among us who purchase both their 
tea and sugar in very small quantities 
indeed. The reduction of 4d. a pound on 
sugar can be of no benefit to the poor 
person who buys no more than half a 
pound of sugar at a time. But what I 
contend with regard to both these duties 


is that neither of them pressed severely | 


upon the masses of the people. That is 
clearly proved by the fact that the 
consumption both of tea and sugar, in 
spite of the duties upon them, has been 
considerably increasing, and the sugar 
duty in 1907 produced a larger sum than 
has ever been known before, while sugar 
was at what the Prime Minister described 
as a satisfactory price. 


The Prime Minister described the sugar 
duty as vicious in principle, burdensome 
as to its incidence, and unequal as to its 
operation as between different classes. 
If it is vicious in principle His Majesty's 
Government would have carried out their 
principles by repealing it altogether 
instead of leaving half of it in existence. 
[contend that it is not vicious in principle. 
It is in accordance with the strictest 
tanons of free trade. Nobody has ever 
denied that. No doubt it is a tax on food 
and a tax on raw material also, but 
sugar is mainly used as a raw material 
of manufacture by two classes in this 
‘ountry—the manufacturers of confec- 
tionery and the manufacturers of aerated 
waters. I pass by the brewers because 


[FourtTH SERIES. | 
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they have no business, in the opinion of 
many persons, to use sugar at all. The 
two trades that I have named are the 
trades which complain of the sugar 
duty. Yet it is a remarkable fact that 
their trade expanded while the sugar duty 
was at the full amount. Therefore I 
should contend that it is not burdensome 
in its incidence. 


But the Prime Minister said that it is 
unequal in its operation as between differ- 
ent classes. No doubt both with regard 
to tea and sugar the great masses of the 
people pay more to those duties than the 
comparatively richer classes. But that 
is the very object of taxation of that 
kind, unless it is taken for granted that 
the taxation of this country is to be 
confined to those who pay direct taxation 
and the ever-decreasing number of the 
working classes who consume alcohol and 
tobacco. That is a principle which I 
believe cannot be maintained as sound 
finance. It was all very well to 
talk of a free breakfast table when 
the expenditure of this country was 
small as compared with the enormous 
expenditure which we see nowadays, 
and when the income-tax was at 5d. 
in the £. A free breakfast table is a 
very different thing when we have in- 
come-tax in peace time at the rate of Is. 
in the £, when our expenditure is already 
£111,000,000 for the Supply services, and 
is certain to be increased, and when 
we are about to impose, in the name of 
social reform, a largely increased burden 
on the taxpayers of this country. In 
these circumstances I contend that it 
is not sound finance to exempt altogether 
from taxation those members of the 
working classes—and they are many— 
who consume neither alcohol not tobacco, 
but that they ought to pay something to 
the great expenditure of the country, 
and especially to that kind of expenditure 
which is described as social reform. 


It was by repealing taxation of this 
kind that His Majesty’s Government 
thought fit to prepare for the increased 
expenditure which may be anticipated 
in the future. They have not suggested 
that they are about to increase taxation 
in any shape. What they have stated 
is that they will devote part of the sum 
which is now used for the redemption of 
Debt towards the cost of old-age pensions. 
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I was not surprised at that suggestion 
from the Prime Minister, because a few 
weeks ago I observed that he taunted 
the Government of Lord Salisbury, in 
which I was Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
for annually raiding the Sinking Fund 
between 1896 and 1899, instead of de- 
voting it to the formation of an old- 
age pension fund. 


If your Lordships will pardon me, that | 


charge having been made, I should like 
to show that it is a grossly unfounded 
charge, and that it is even audacious on 
the part of Mr. Asquith. I will not 


{LORDS} 





dwell on the fact that during the years | 


named the subject of old-age pensions 
had not been sufficiently examined to be 


ripe for being dealt with in any way ; | " 
but I challenge the statement as an entire | country. 


misrepresentation of what I did. Between | 
1895 and 1897 the Exchequer received a | 


realised surplus in those three years of 
£10,250,000. That would, according to 
law, have been automatically devoted 
through the old Sinking Fund to the 
reduction of Debt. The 
time was unpurchasable at its nominal 
value ; if you wanted to buy Consols you 


| example. 
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because in days previous to the years 


to which I am referring they had 
been delayed until it was absolutely 
necessary, owing to the great increase 
in the size of ships and the increase in 
our Navy and Army, that a large ex- 
penditure should at once be incurred in 
that way. It had to be done. It could 
only have been done, either by loan or by 
the devoting of that realised surplus to 
that purpose, and that is what I did. 
And that is described as raiding the 
Sinking Fund! That is not all. Of the 
£9.000,000, £2,500,.000 was devoted to 
the erection of great public buildings 
—South Kensington Museum, the Ad- 
miralty, and those great offices in White- 
hall which I think are a credit to the 
And I am very glad to observe 
that in the Bill now before your Lord- 
ships Mr. Asquith has followed my 
In the ninth clause of this Bill 


| it is proposed to raid the Sinking Fund to 


the extent of £600,000 for continuing that 


| very range of buildings on which much of 


Debt at that | 


my £2,500,000 was expended. After this 


| action on the part of Mr. Asquith I hope 


would have had to pay £110 for £100 | 


nominal value on 
those three years. 
and I remember it appeared also to Lord 
Wolverhampton—that that would have 


an average 


during | 
It appeared to me— | 


been very great waste of public money. | 


And, therefore, instead of devoting that 
£10,000,000 to the reduction of Debt 
during those vears, what I did was to 


devote £9,000,000 of it to public works, | 


which otherwise would have had to be 
provided for, under the precedent set by 


Lord Rosebery’s Government in 1895, by | 


borrowing for short terms of years. That 
proposal was approved by the House of 
Commons at the time. I think it was 
approved wnanimously, and I am glad 
to see that view confirmed by the noble 
Lord opposite. 


What were those works? They were 
the formation of docks and other im- 
portant naval works at Devonport, 
Keyham, Gibraltar, and elsewhere, the 
building of barracks, urgently required 
at that time for the comfort and 
health our soldiers and_ sailors, 


of 


the provision of ranges and manceuvring | 


grounds for the training of 
Army—all matters that were 


Viscount St. Aldwyn. 


I shall hear no more of my sins of raiding 
the Sinking Fund for the very purpose for 
which he proposes to raid it now. 


I turn to another point. The Prime 
Minister is specially proud—and I admit 
that it is a subject of pride to the 
country—of the amount of Debt which 
he has paid off during the last three 
years. He claims to have paid off— 
and I dare Say it is quite correct— 
£47 000.000 of Debt in. three vears, 
He claims also to have restored the 
credit of the country. I wish the credit 
of the country had been restored. What 
are the facts? I suppose that the price 
of Consols is a pretty good measure of 


the credit of the country. Consels 
were never so low during the Ad- 
ministrations of Lord Salisbury and 
Mr. Balfour as they were last vear. 


The present price of Consols is actually 
lower than the lowest price which they 
touched in 1905—the last year before His 
Majesty’s present Government came into 
office, the last year of those extravagant 
Administrations. 


Of course, it would naturally stand 
to reason that a large reduction of Debt 


our | should increase the credit of the ccuntry, 
urgent, | Why has it not done so ? 


At the present 
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moment, if His Majesty’s Government 
wish to issue a comparatively small 
amount of 2} per cent. Jrish land stock, 
they cannot get any more than 89} 
for 100 of it, on their own showing. Why 
js not the credit of the country better 
after this reduction of Debt? There 
are reasons for which His Majesty’s 
Government are in no way responsible 
which have undoubtedly affected the 
question, but there is one reason for 
which they are responsible, which has 
affected the credit of the country 
materially. Iamafraid one of the reasons 
why the price of Consols has not increased, 
but has rather fallen, since their adminis- 
tration began, is the support they have 
given to the attacks which so many of their 
supporters have made on property in every 
shape and form. Further, at the very 
moment that the Prime Minister prides 
himself on paying off £47,000,000 of Debt in 
three years, he is about to impose a new 
burden on the country, commencing with 
£7.500,000 to £8,000,000, ending nobody 
knows where—a charge equal, if noble 
Lords will consider it, in amount to what 
represents £250 000.000 of capital. These 
are reasons, for which His Majesty's 
Government are absolutely responsible, 
which have kept down the credit of the 
country and prevented Consols from 
rising in spite of the redemption of Debt. 


I now come to the way in which this 
redemption of Debt has been effected. 
and I think some little attention should 
be given to that, because, although I 
entirely congratulate His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment on having made it, yet we ought, 
to consider how it has been done. Now 
out of these £47,000,000, £13,500,000 have 
been found by the realised surplus of the 
three vears. Whatis that realised surplus 
dueto? Itis due tothe fact that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer of the day has 
under-estimated the vield of his taxation 
aid overestimated his expenditure. When 
I was Chancellor of the Exchequer I 
always carefully guarded myself against 
taking any credit whatever for a realised 
surplus. To my mind it is rather dis- 
creditable than otherwise, because it 
shows that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer’s calculations on one, if not both 
sides have been wrong. Well, £13,500,000 
have been found by the realised surplus. 
Then the process has been made more easy 
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by the price at which the Debt has been 
redeemed. It has been possible during 
these three years to redeem Consols at a 
discount varying frony 20 per cent. to 
12 per cent. 


Lastly, the bulk of the money which 
is devoted to this purpose has comethrough 
the New Sinking Fund out of the Fixed 
Debt charge of the country. That 
unquestionably is a matter for which 
the Prime Micister as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer may take credit. He 
has kept that Fixed Debt charge at the 
amount of £28,000,000. He even raised 
it last vear to £29,500,000, and that has 
no doubt tended largely to this redue- 
tion of Debt. Nowit is suggested, that that 
amount should be reduced next year. The 
Prime Minister said that the New Sinking 
Fund would next Aprilamount toas much 
as £9,785,000, and out of that sum a 
certain portion might be set free in order 
to go as far as it could, towards provid- 
ing for old-age pei sions. I, for 
should have no quarrel in principle with 
such a proposition, end I observed the 
other day that Lord Welby, speaking 
on the Old-Age Pei Bill, took a 
similar But when, in 1899, I 
pointed out, as Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, to the House of Commons of 
that day, that owing to the approaching 
reduction of the interest on the Debt, and 
falling in of terminable annuities, the New 
Sinking Fund would verv shortly amount 
to a sum much larger than that to which 
it had ever amounted before, and, there- 
fore, that it was advisable to do pre- 
cisely what the Prime Minister suggests 
amely, to reduce the fixed Debt 

why, I up hill 
and down dale by the leading Members 
of the Opposition of that day, including, 
[I am quite sure, Lord Wolverhampton, 
whom I now see opposite. 


T think I was right, and I think if Mr. 
Llovd-George, as Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, should decide to take a similar 
course next vear that he will be right 
also. But I have two things to say. 
In the first place, the deadweight Debt, 
asit is called, will next April be £70,000,000 
more than it was at the time to which I 
was alluding—in 1899; and, secondly, if 
the fixed Debt charge is reduced, I 
think that anything that is gained by 
that reduction >%ught in accordar.ce 
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with all precedents to be devoted to the 
relief of taxation. What has enabled 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
devote so large an amount out of the 
Fixed Debt charge to reduction of Debt 
during the last three years? It is just 
this, that he has maintained the income 
tax at a shilling in the £. If the in- 


Finance 


come-tax had stood at 8d. in the £ during | 


those three veers, the rate at which 
it stood before the South African War, 


the Exchequer would have received 
£30,000,000 less in income-tax in the 
three years than it actually did. There- 


fore, what has happened is this, that the 
£47,000,000 of Debt has beer mainly 
redeemed out of the extra 4d. on the 
income-tax and out of the realised 
surplus of the three years. 


But, my Lords, there is no prospect 
that if the Fixed Debt charge be reduced 
next year, the sum by which it 
reduced will be devoted to the reduction 
of the income-tax. 


that it is to be devoted to old-age | 


pensions. I venture to say that that 


is not sound finance, considering the | 


source from which it comes. Considering 
the great reductions that have taken 
place in the last two years in indirect 
taxation—no less than £7,000,000—it is 
not finance that in my belief would have 
been sanctioned by any of the prede- 
cessors of the present Government. What 
does it mean? You are imposing in 
the name of social reform an enormous 
new burden on the country for the 
benefit of the masses of the people. 
You are proposing to pay for it,. so 
far we know at present, solely 
at the expense of that small class on 
whom direct taxation falls. That is the 
proposal, so far as we know it. Perhaps I 
am anticipating rather the Budget of 
next year, but I hope I am not unduly 
detaining your Lordships in doing so, 
because it does seem to me that these 
questions deserve the attention and 
consideration of the country, even before 
that Budget is proposed. 


as 


Let me give two reasons why the 
income-tax should not be retained at 
Ils. in the £. The first reason is that it 
is a very heavy tax indeed upon a certain 
class of the community. In my belief, 


with an income-tax of Is. in the £, persons | 


who receive unearned incomes of between 
Viscount St. Aldwyn, 
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is | 


We know very well | 
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| £700 and £1,500 a year are ebout the 
| most heavily taxed persons in the com- 
| munity at the present moment. Secondly, 
la point which I have over and over 
| again endeavoured to impress upon the 
| country is this, that to retain the income- 
|tax at ls. in the £ in time of peace is 
| wrongfully to deplete what should be 
your resource in time of wear. When 
'the South African war broke out, the 
/income-tax was 8d. in the £. The 
| income-tax is now Is. in the £. If war 
‘should unfortunately break out to- 
morrow, the country would be the poore: 
for war expenditure than it was in 1899 
by no less than £10,000,000 a year, because 
'4d. in the £ of income-tax has elready 
been appropriated to peace expenditure. 
|I will not labour that point, but I will 
say this, that, looking to the hints that 
have been thrown out that some further 
contribution is to be derived from payers 
of direct taxation towards the cost of 
old-age pensions, it does appear to me to 
| be a matter which now more than ever 
before, deserves to be considered by the 
country at large. What is the position ! 
Here, in the name of social reform, 
you are actually imposing a burden, 
the extent of which in the future nobody 


‘could foresee, upon the taxpayers of the 


‘country. So far as we know at present 
it is practically to be paid for solely 
by the payers of direct taxation, while 
indirect taxation has been reduced by 
£7,000,000 in two vears. Why did the 
Prime Minister reduce the sugar duty 
this year? He said it was because he 
did not need it for the expenditure of 
the vear. That was not the view he 
took of the circumstances in his Budget 
of 1907. Inhis Budget of 1907 the Prime 
Minister deliberately levied £1,500,000 
more than he required for the expendi- 
ture of the year on the ground of the 
burden about to be imposed on the 
country by the institution of old-age 
pensions. He devoted that sum very 
properly last year to the repayment ot 
the Debt and this year it goes towards 
| old-age pensions. If the Prime Minister 
‘hed followed this vear the wise and 
/sound financial policy he adopted last 
year in making provision for the future 
burden which he knew was imminent 
| he would have continued the sugar tax and 
would have devoted £3,500,000 this year 
towards additional repayment of the Debt 
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and have had £3,500,000 in hand next 
year as a most important contribution 
towards the cost of old-age pensions. 
Had this been done it would have been 
not only in accordance with financial 
prulence but with justice in the alloca- 
tion of taxation, because I cannot con- 
ceive a tax that could be more appro- 
priatey used to bear a part of the burden 
of old-age pensions than the sugar duty. 
But no; financial prudence and justice 
have been thrown aside; they have 
given way to the party political exigen- 
cies of the moment and to the clamour 
of the supporters of the Government in 
the House of Commons for a part repeal, 
at any rate, of the sugar duty, and this 
is done precisely at the moment when 
we are imposing this great burden on 
the country without knowing how it will 
eventually be met. 

I have heard this described as a 
popular Budget. I suppose it is a 
popular Budget, because, no doubt, it 
has met with little opposition in the 
House of Commons and in the country. 
[can only say that in my opinion it is 
a Budget fraught with evil omen for 


the future. It seems to me utterly 
devoid of any financial foresight ; it 
seems to ignore any equitable distri- 


bution of our burdens among the different 
classes of the population, and to disregard 
what is even more important, the absolute 
necessity of maintaining unimpaired in 
time of peace our principal resource for | 
what may be vital needs in time of war. 





| half 


Lorp St. DAVIDS: My Lords, the 
noble Viscount, Viscount St. Aldwyn, 
had said the present Government accused 
the late Government of extravagance 
but had not been very much _ better 
themselves. He has said that the present 
Government in their first year reduced 
the Budget by £1,000,000, and in the 
present year have slightly increased it, 
but it ought to be borne in mind that 
the present Government have adopted 
the principle that public works, such 
as barracks and docks, should be done, 
when they are done, out of the revenue 
of the year, whilst the Government of 
which the noble Viscount was a Member, 
in addition to the monies raised by 
taxation which they spent every year, 
spent further sums, almost every year 
of their life, in public works which, though 
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they have been said to constitute a 
capital charge, meant, many of them, 
the spending of money on wasteful 
objects. They ought really, I think, 
to have been paid for out of the revenue 
of the year. That, I think, is the policy 
of the present Government, and for which 
the noble Viscount ought to have given 
them some credit. Then the noble 
Viscount has said that the farthing a 
pound off sugar will be very little relief 
to the very poor classes, because they 
buy their sugar half-a-pound at a time. 
That may possibly be the case, but I 
have very vividly before my mind that 
just after the announcement of this 
reduction in the price of sugar I was 
taken on a motoring tour acrcess the 
country, and I was struck immensely 
by the number of notices which I saw 
in the village shops to the effect that 
because of the Budget the price of sugar 
was reduced. We must remember that 
although there may be those who buy 
their sugar half-a-pound at a_ time, 
most of the village people throughout 
the country go into the towns shopping 
Saturdays and buy considerably 
more than half-a-pound of sugar at a 
time. They very often buy several 
pounds, and those people in almost 
every case have got the benefit of the 
reduction from the very day it was 
made. The noble Viscount has said that 
the sugar tax was said by Mr. Asquith 
to be vicious in principle, and that yet 
the Government have only taken off 
of it. The Government have a 
good deal to do, and the fact that although 
in office only two and-a-half years they 
have taken off half a tax is considerably 
to their credit, whilst the noble Viscount 
would not probably have given them 
any additional praise if they had taken 
off the whole of it. The noble Viscount 
went on to say that taking off taxes 
from coal and tea and sugar was, in his 
opinion, unsound finance. I am: very 
interested to hear it, but it is very 
vividly before my mind that there is a 
great propaganda going on inthecountry 
in favour of what is called tariff reform, 
and what the tariff reformers are saying 
from one end of the country to the other 
is that they propose to take off the taxes 
of tea and sugar the moment they have 
the power. ‘he noble Viscount himself 
may not hold that view, but it must 


on 
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be in his knowledge that his own col- 
leagues and memrbers of his political 
party are advocating every day on 
public platforms that taxes shall be 
put on corn and other articles of 
consumption in order that taxes may 
be taken off tea and sugar. 


a 
Finance 


The noble Viscount went .on to sav 
that the credit of the country had not 
improved under the present Govern- 
ment. He gauged the credit by the price 
of Consols, and he told us that in his 
jadgment the price of Consols had failed 
to rise, partly because of the old-age 
pensions scheme, and partly because of 
general attacks on property by supporters 
of the Government. But I think we 
ought to recognise that there is no party 
in this country, not even the extremest 
socialistic party, that has ever proposed 
any attack on public credit. We have 
never had in this country any party wild 
enough to say that the public debt should 
be repudiated or the interest on it re- 
duced. Whatever attacks we have had 
we have never had attacks on public 
credit. I should like to remind the 
noble Viscount that there are other 
causes for the low price of Consols. One 
of them is, undoubtedly, the fact that 
we have had very good vears of trade 
and that when trade is good it is a 
commonplace that money goes from the 
banks into trade and that there are not 
big sums to be invested by the banks 
and by capitalists in Consols as temporary 
investments. There is also the fact 
that in the last few years we have had 
nearly all commodities at a much higher 
price than the average. That means that 
a big merchant who, perhaps, all his life 
has been in the habit of borrowing from 
his bank, say, £100,000, merely because 
the prices of commodities in which he 
deals are higher, will, on the same volume 
of trade, have to borrow £120,000 or 
£130,000, instead of £100,000. That is 
one of the main reasons why Consols have 
been low. There is another reason, and 
one for which the party opposite is 
entirely responsible, and that is the law 
under which trustees in this country 
are allowed to invest in Colonial stocks. 
I do not think we felt the full effect of 
that on the price of Consols when it was 
done, because trustees are very lethargic 
bodies, and when holding Consols or 


Lord St. Davids. 
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anything else are very slow to move out 
of those securities and to go into some- 
thing else. But we now have the Colonies 
borrowing money and coming to the 
British public to do it. Canada the other 
day issued a loan at par paying 3} per 
cent., and the Cape of Good Hope quite 
recently issued a loan at par paying 4 
per cent. When trustees are allowed 
by law to go into securities that pay 33 
per cent. or 4 per cent., is it not likely 
that they will cease putting very much 
money in Consols which will pay much 
less? That was, undoubtedly, one of the 
causes of the low period; a cause we 
are only just beginning to realise and a 
cause for which the noble Viscount and 
his friends are entirely responsible. | 
should like to see some Government re- 
peal that law altogether. I would not com- 
pel those who have made Colonial invest- 
ments to go out of them, but I do not 
think trustees should be allowed to 
make such investments in the future un- 
less, of course, provisions to that effect 
are made in their trust deeds. 


The noble Viscount 
that a reduced fixed debt charge when- 
ever made ought, as a matter of principle, 
always to benefit the taxpayer. That 
may be so, but, after all, there is not 
such an enormous difference in the minds 
of some of us between a taxpayer and 
aratepayer. If a reduction in the fixed 
debt charge of this country is to be 
used for old-age pensions we must 
remember that as the old-age pensions 
scheme becomes operative it must tend 


went on to say 


io keep down rates by taking these 
poor old people off the rates. The 
noble Viscount wound up by saying 
that he thought it was a serious matter 
that the imcome-tax was no_ longer 
available as a war tax. He pointed 
out that it is being kept at 1s. in the 
£, instead of 8d. where it used to stand, 
and that that means that £10,000,000 
a year out of the income-tax being used 
for the ordinary purposes of the year, 
it cannot, therefore, be put on as 4 
special war tax. That, no doubt, 1s 
so, but in the last two years by reducing 
taxes on coal, on tea, and on sugar, the 
Government have given up at any rate, 
£7,000,000. If a big war should un- 
happily come upon us it would be neces- 
sary to put on some taxes, and for myself 
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I cannot help thinking that it should 
be well understood that taxes would 


have to be put on that everybody would 
feel. It would tend to reduce the war 
fever if everybody knew that a war 
was going to be a serious burden. I 
do not see why the Government should 
not be able to reply that if they have 
not available the £10,000,000 that 
could be raised from income in time 
of war they have these £7,000,000, at 


oot 


any rate, which they could raise on 
taxes on tea, sugar and coal. 
*EarL CROMER: Mv Lords, I did 


not come to the House with any intention 
of speaking on this Bill, but I should like 
to say a few words, more especially in 
connection with the partia! repeal of the 
sugar duty. The noble Lord who h 
just spoken took credit on behalf of the 
Government for a reduction of taxation. 
I should like to hear that que tion dis- 
cussed twelve months or'two years hence, 
when we know what further taxation is 
gol «TO be imposed, For my own part, 
speaking as a free trader, I want to say 
that it would be a very great mistake to 
suppose that all free traders welcome the 
reduction of the sugar duty. It is not, 
of course, that we like the sugar duty. 
We are very glad to see it reduced ; bui 
many of us certainly think the moment 
for reducing it was singularly inoppor- 
tune, for the very good reason that the 
country could not afford it. The noble 
Viscount has dealt at length with some 
of the fresh charges which are about to 
come upon the country. There is, in the 
first place, the altogether uncertain charge 
for old-age pensions. In connection with 
that subject I wish for one moment to 
diverge and to that I altogether 
repudiate the charges made—not, indeed, 
in this House, but outside—that those of 
your Lordships who thought it your duty 
to oppose, in some measure, the old-age 
pensions scheme of the Government are 
not animated by any sympathy with the 
poorer classes or do not think old-age 
pensions of some description desirable. 
It is not by any means a pleasant thing 
to take all the odium and misrepresenta- 
tion which naturally accompany opposi- 
tion to a law which presumably is popular. 
It is certainly, as far as I am concerned, 
only a very strict sense of duty that has 
induced me to do so, 


say 
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Old-age pensions are to cost we do not 
The noble Viszount sa‘d 
£7,500,000. I think the lowest estimate 
given by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
is £6,500,000 ; whilst in 1910, unless the 
Government's undergoes some 
amendment, there will be an additional 
£3,500,000 steriing. Then there is for 
education an altogether unknown sum ; 
the question of unemployment will have 
to be dealt with; there is a perfectly 
unknown sum to be exp2nded for in- 
creasing the Navy, the amount of which 
does not altogether depend upon us, bui 
upon what is done by other nations ; and 
then there are the numerous charges 
arising at every moment. This after- 
noon we have heard a suggestion made 
that Imperial taxation should bear the 
cost of remaking all the roads of the 
country ; and I think I have rarely heard 
any debate in this House in which there 
has not been made a proposal which, if 
accepted, would not add to the burden 
of taxation. 
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scheme 


What have we on the other side—the 
assets ? First, the verv problematical 
reform of Poor Law administration which, 
let us hope, will produce a saving, but of 
which we know nothing at present. In 
the second place there is the Sinking 
Fund. I quite agree that £10,000,000 
a year is an excessive sum and that the 
amount devoted to the extinction of debt 
might very well be diminished. The 
noble Lord opposite did not say by how 
much he thought it would be safe to 
diminish it, but I suppose no Chancellor 
of the Exchequer would dream of re- 
ducing it by more than one-half, and, 
my part, I think that sum would 
be excessive. That gives us only 
£5,000,000 ; and certainly, when we look 
at all these charges which are 
coming upon us, which at the lowest 
estimate, I should say, will amount in a 
couple of years to £15,000,000. or more 
probably to £20,000,000, we are not very 
much advanced by getting £5, 000,000 
out of the Sinking Fund. I have been 
engaged in this sort of financial work all 
my life, and I have learned that it is very 
nearly impossible for any one who has 
to deal with the finances of a country to 
be popular if he wishes to do his duty. 
I cannot help thinking that there is a 


for 


fresh 


rather strained desire at the Treasury 
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now, not to look at the facts or arithmetic 
but rather to look at what would be most 
popular in the country at the moment. 
I really regret that on every occasion I 
have to speak on this subject, I pose 
rather in the attitude of a male Cassandra, 
but all I can say is, whatever the noble 
Lords opposite may think, the financial | 
future of the country inspires me with | 
the very gravest misgivings. 


Finance 





*Lorp FABER: My Lords, the dis- 
cussion on the Finance Bill in this House 
is more or less academic, but at the same 
time it seems to be an interesting question. 
There are three subjects as regards the 
Budget that stand out from among the 
rest, namely, the Sinking Fund, the 
pensions scheme, and the reduction of 
the sugir-tax. As regards the Sinking 
Fund, there can be no doubt that a 
Sinking Fund of £15,000,000 is a very 
fine and good one indeed. In my view | 
it adds great strength to the Budget 
generally; it adds also prestige to | 
Consols and has been of enormous benefit | 
in adding to the stability of the stock | 
markets. After all, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer regards the Sinking Fund 
as doing for the nation what any prudent | 
man would do in business—helping to put | 
by certain money as reserves. As regards | 
old-age pensions I do not think anyone 
wanted for the moment to prevent old 
men who have served the State well, so 
far as they could, getting pensions. The 
whole argument really was whether the 
pension should be contributory or not. 
I was astonished when we were told that 
contributory pensions were impossible, 
and I think that assertion was founded 
on the dictum of Mr. Chamberlain. Now 
how can that be so when we only have to 
look at what is going on in Germany to 
find that contributory pensions there 
are working very well and have answered @ | 
Is it that in the prosperous state of this 
country we have become too lazy to 
try and work out for ourselves the | 
possibilities of this case, or is it that in | 
the avalanche of public business the 
human machine has given way and is 
not able to do the necessary work to | 
keep up with legislation, and that as a 
result we have been too much inclined | 
to say that a thing is not possible, because 
we have not time to attend to it properly ? | 
This Old-Age Pensions Bill, with all | 

Earl Cromer. 
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its far-reaching effects and complicated 
clauses, which ought to have been the 
work of nearly a whole session, has been 
put off, almost to the end of the session, 
and then three-quarters of it has been 
guillotined without discussion in the 
other House. 
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Then there is the policy of the reduction 
of the sugar tax. Of course, that may 
be considered wholly and solely in the 
light of the next Budget. We do not 
expect, we cannot expect the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to tell us what his 
Budget will be, what taxes he proposes 
to put on, but I think we have a right 
to ask this—that when a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer budgets for the coming year 
he should be able to feel the pulse of the 
market at the time. He should be able 
to know whether it is likely that his 
Budget figures will come out too high 
or too low. When the Chancellor of 


| the Exchequer took off the sugar duty 


last April, he knew quite well that there 
had been a great depression in America, 
that trade was very bad there, and 
that trade in Germany also had been 
bad, whilst he also knew that trade was 
falling off in this country. But the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer budgeted 
on too prosperous lines. As a matter 


| of fact we are face to face with a deficit 
|of no small amount. 


I do not think we 
need be surprised if next year from 
£7,000,000 to £8,000,000, has to be 
provided for old-age pensions. Then 


‘let us take £3,000,000 for the Navy. 


If the figures continue to go as badly 
as now as regards next year’s Budget, there 
will be a deficit of several millions. 
Therefore I think we have a right to 
demand that when any Chancellor of 
the Exchequer takes off a big tax like 


‘the sugar duty, he should prudently 


consider whether his Budget figures will 
come up to the mark. In this case un- 
less the three-quarters of the year that 
is left goes very much better than the 
first quarter, there will be a deficit of 
several millions. How we are to find 
anything from £15,000,000 to £20,000,000 
I know not. If we make a raid on the 
Sinking Fund, we can only get from 
£5,000,000 to £6,000,000, and in any case 


| I venture to think that either an attack 


on the Sinking Fund, or the raising of 
the income-tax would be very much more 
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harmful than to have left the sugar-tax 
as it was. 


As regards the Sinking Fund we must 
admit it has been touched by the party 
to which we belong. Lord Goschen, in 
1887 or 1889, dealt with it, and I believe 
the noble Viscount, Viscount St. Aldwyn, 
in 18°99, but of course, on the latter 
occasion we were at the beginning of a 
big war and it was obviously useless 
to raise very large loans on the one hand 
and keep up a big Sinking Fund on the 
other. But directly the war was over we 
put the Sinking Fund at as high a point 
as it has eve: touched If we attack the 
Sinking Fund now, it will have the effect 
of putting Consols still lower. A further 
point for consideration is that if the 
Government attack the Sinking Fund, 
they will knock down gilt-edged stocks, 
and if the Government has ito raise 
money for the Irish loan and Exchequer 
Bills, they will be face to face with having 
to pay very much more for their money 
owing to the effect of the Sinking Fund re- 
duction on gilt-edged stock. I agree that 
Consols are low because more money has 
been used in trade, but that was some few 
months ago. I agree also that the 
unconsidered utterances of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer outside the House, and 
the considered utterances of the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade in the House, 
have had a very disturbing effect upon 
men's minds, and I think part of the fall 
in the Funds must be directly attributed 
to that. Finance is on far too narrow 
a basis; that is the truth of the matter, 
and the basis of taxation will probably 
have to be altered. When we had the 
interesting discussion on the Second 
Reading of the Old-Age Pensions Bill in 
this House, the noble Lord, Lord Cromer, 
touched on very interesting subjects, 
and there were two matters of which I 
took considerable note. The noble Lord 
said he thought tha‘ if this nation took up 
the question of tariff reform it might 
cause friction with important nations 
on the Continent; that friction in 
business would result, and that that 
would be bad for us. If the noble Lord 
is right in thinking that tariff reform 
would hurt this country, why does he 
suppose that our competitors in business 
on the Continent would take umbrage at 
our doing something which, as business 
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men, would hurt us? On the other 
hand, I should think the nations of the 
Continent would be glad if we were to 
take a course that is harmful. The 
noble Earl made another remark that 
interested me. He said that so far as 
he could gather, tariff reformers were 
those who wanted to tax people—who 
thought that by taxing people they 
would make the country prosperous. 


Eart CROMER: What I said was 
that that argument was occasionally 
put forward by tariff reformers. Many 
tariif reformers no doubt repudiated it. 


*Lorp FABER: I have never heard 
tariff say that. What they 
do say is quite a different thing. They 
say not that to tax people will make the 
country prosperous, but that to tax 
other people will make the country 
prosperous. That seems to me to be 
rather a different state of things. There 
is one other question which is rather 
interesting but of a more technical 
character. How dd the Government 
spend the £15,000,000 in reduction of 
Debt this year, and did they spend that 
£15,000,000 in the best way? The 
noble Viscount, Viscount St. Aldwyn, 
said that they spent about £600,000 on 
the buildings close to us. Besides that, 
they spent £4,000,000 on the purchase 
of Exchequer bonds and Treasury Bills. 
For those Exchequer bonds and Treasury 
Bills they gave par. The Exchequer 
bonds that the Government bought 
are short-dated bonds due on the average 
in 1911, and therefore the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer gave as much in buying 
them at par as he would ever have to do. 
The Treasury Bill is also a short-dated 
loan, repayable at par, and therefore 
the Government obviously gave as much 
as they could ever be called upon to 
give for the Treasury Bill. And then 
they gave £6,000,000 for a certain 
amount of War Loan, for which they 
gave very nearly par—£99 12s. Od. per 
cent. But here again the War Loan is 
short-dated. It is repayable at par 
in 1910, and therefore the Government 
again gave as much as they could ever 
have been called upon to give for the 
War Loan. Thus, of £14,500,000 they 
used £10,000,000 in buying short-dated 
stuff for which they gave the highest 


reformers 
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possible prices. The other £4,500,000 
they invested, quite rightly, in Consols, 
which they started to buy at the lowest 
price on record—81}. That was a very 
good buy. The highest price to which 
Consols went up was 874, and the average 
of their purchase was 85. My contention 
is that there was a very large scope for a 
rise in Consols, that the Government 
had £15,000,000 to deal with, and that 
it would have been very much better 
and wiser finance to have put more in 
Consols, and less in the stuff for which 
they gave the very highest possible 
prices. They would have saved money 
by a transaction of that sort. It would 
have been wise also to remember that. 
after all, Consols are the bell-wether of 
the market. 


effect on all stock is very marked, where- | 


as to buy short-dated stocks has no 
eilect whatever. The Sinking Fund 
is of very great importance. It sup- 
ported the Consols market at a very 
critical time last year, and so far as I 


can gather it would have been rather | 


better to have applied more of the 
Sinking Fund to the purchase of Consols. 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE COLONIES (The Earl of Crewe) : 


I am sorry to rise at so late an | 
hour, but I need not detain your 
Lordships at any very great length. 


I may, perhaps, be allowed to remark | 


in passing, when we are told of 
the congestion of business towards the 
close of the session, I have observed 
that during the last fortnight of it, 
which is normally and naturally the 
busiest, quite half of our time has been 
taken up by debating very interesting 
Bills in the names of private Members, 
all of which, as far as I know, might 


perfectly well have been dealt with at | 


some other time of the vear. I propose 
to say a few words on this debate. It 
has always been the custom in this 
House for the Peer who occupied the 
position of Leader to speak on this 
subject. Had it not been for that J] 
should have been very glad to leave 
the matter to my noble friend Lord 
Wolverhampton, who speaks with far 
more practical experience than I do. 
It is always customary also on these 
occasions not to make anything in the 
nature of a Budget speech, and those 


Lord Faber. 
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noble Lords who have taken part in the 
debate have not entered in any degree 
into the intricacies of the Finance Bill, 
such as they are, but have rather dealt 
with large principles. I am_ relieved, 
therefore, from minor points in the 
Finance Bill. Had I been obliged to 
mention them I should have -been glad 
to draw some attention to the interesting 
change which has been made in handing 
over what used to be called the ossessed 
taxes to the collection of the county 
councils. That, I believe, will be a useful 
and practical change, and the manner in 
which it is to be carried out will, as we 
hope, throw no extra financial burden 
on those bodies, and will be altogether 
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\ . 
| to their advantaze. 
On the general question, the main 


indictment, I think, of the noble Vis. 
count opposite, who, of course, speaks 
with such great authority, is that we have 
carried too far the change in the ratio 
raised by indirect taxation in this country 
as compared with direct taxation. It 
| is perfectly true that we have done so. 
That ratio five or six years ago was, | 
think, in the proportion of upwards of 
52, and it is now as low as 46 9. Well, 
|we make no apology for that. We 
| believe that the proportion of the 1e 
venue of the country, which is, even now, 
|raised by indirect taxation, is, at any 
rate, quite as high as it ought to be. 
It is argued by noble Lords opposite— 
| it was argued again to-night by the noble 
Viscount opposite—that, by keeping the 
income-tax at its present rate, vou are 
i really making the country poorer in the 
e that you are diminishing the 
opportunities of employment. If that 
is to be taken as an absolute canon It 
would involve the proposition, which I 
am not at all disposed to admit, that 
all the income derived by the largest 
| payers of income-tax is productively 
employed. Unfortunately we know that 
that is by no means the case, and, there- 
fore, so far as that proposition is true at 
all it has to be taken, with very con- 
siderable qualifications. 


sense 


The noble Viscount spoke all through 
his speech of an income-tax at Is. But 
the income-tax at Is. is paid by only 
some 20 per cent. of those who pay 
income-tax. It is, I have no doubt, or 
at least I hope, paid by all Members of 
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your Lordships’ House on that scale, but 
as a matter of fact, it is only paid by 
200,000 persons, of the whole body of 
income-tax payers. I[ think it is a 
familiar fact that about 94d. is the average 
rate of income-tax which is paid in this 
country. The noble Viscount says that the 
case is very hard on those whose incomes 
range from £700 to £1,500 a year. There 
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used to be a story of a very rich man who | 
said he supposed that everybody got | 


£700 a year, but we know that there 
are a large number who pay income-tax 
on less than that. But, so far as the 
observation of the noble Viscount goes, 


it points, possibly, if you will have it so, | 


to a further scale of abatement, but it 
does not point itself to a reduction of 
the Is. income-tax on large incomes. 
And it is only fair to point out that we 
have made an important difference as 
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of Exchequer bonds and bills, instead 
of devoting the whole sum available 
to paying off Consols. But I imagine 
it was the desire of my right hon. friend 
to deal to some extent with the floating 
debt; at any rate I fancy it is a point 
upon which financial authorities might 
well differ. The noble Viscount some- 
what depreciated the work of the present 
Administration in the reduction of Debt. 
Still, the fact remains—of course I know 
it is subject to many examples and 
qualifications—that during the ten years 
in which the late Governments were 
in office they—without any mention of 
the war loans, which were little short 
of £160,000,000—paid- off the National 
Debt at the rate of £2,200,000 a year, 
while since we have been in office we have 
paid of at the rate of £15,300,000 a year. 


| That is subject to a number of qualifica- 


between earned and unearned income, | 


which, we believe, will prove a very great 
relief to the poorer class of income-tax 
payers in this country. 


On the general question of the revenue 
and the credit of the country, it must be 
borne in mind that the national wealth, 
happily, goes on inereasing. What 


|form of 


| wisely or economically spent. 


the actual national wealth is, I believe | 


nobody knows. Most of the estimates 
that are made of the national revenue 


there are figures for the United Kingdom 
of the from all 
of profits which are brought under the 
view of the Inland Revenue and which 
show a very remarkable and progressive 
increase. Those figures have gone on 
sing from £704,700,000 in 1896-7 to 
£925,184,000 in the year 1905-6. And 
the other criteria of the national wealth 


sross income classes 


The taxation per head of the country | 


is now estimated at £2 17s., which, of 
course, is some shillings less than it 
Was three or four years ago. Taking 


the whole position of taxation as shown | 


by statistics, I think it must be admitted 
that the capacity of the country to bear 


that taxation is distinctly greater than | 


i was. On the point of the reduction 
of Debt, I am not competent to deal 
with the technical point raised as to 
Whether it was wiser for the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to reduce the Debt 
by paying off a considerable proportion 


tions, no doubt. The noble Viscount 
mentioned the £9,000,000 which he 
devoted to current expenditure in the 
works. That was, 
no doubt, a proper allocation to make, 
but we think that, when large sums 
like that come to be spent all at onee, 
they are not always likely to be very 
We have 
to bear in mind also the line we have 
taken up of paying our way as we go 


necessary 


, | in the matter of naval and military works. 
are, as | believe, pure guess-work. But | 


which has undoubtedly 
actuated us in so doing is that we believe 
that it leads to very real and substantial 
economy. On the other hand we are 
very much impressed by the remarkably 
rapid obsolescence of many of these 
so-called permanent works. It is a 
deplorable thing to have to go on paying 
off a loan for a so-called work which 


One reason 


: | is admitted by evervone to be absolutely 
camot be held to be unsatisfactory. | 





useless, a position in which we find 
ourselves in regard to some of , the 
works authorised and undertaken by our 
predecessors. 


As to the question of the credit of the 
country, I do not think it is quite rea- 
sonable to take the price of Consols as 
the single criterion of the state of the 
national credit. Taken alone, I do not 
think it can be said to be a criterion. 
You are bound at the same time to 
look at the prices of kindred stocks in 
other parts of the world and to the 
state of credit of other nations. My 
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drew attention to what I believe is by 
far the most active cause in the con- 
tinued depreciation of Consols—I mean 





the opening of Colonial stocks to trustees. | 


I do not agree with him, I need hardly | 


say, in the position I hold, that we should 
withdraw from the position, but I very 
much doubt whether at the time that 
was done, in a rather light-hearted way, 
it was realised what very serious effects 
it would have on the money market. 


{LORDS} 


Nowadays the proportion of trust funds | 


invested in Consols is extraordinarily 
small. In regard to marriage settle- 
ments, it is almost invariably the rule 
to invest in other stocks. That, of 
course, is due to the great variety of 
other stocks which can be relied upon 
to produce a somewhat larger interest. 
Then we are told that we have driven 
Consols down still further by our old-age 
pensions scheme. On 6th May Consols 
stood at 851; to-day they are just 87. 
It would be unreasonable, I think, either 
on one side or the other, to ase ibe fluc- 


tuations of that kind to any fear of our | 


great financial measures. 


Then as to the various reductions of 
taxes. We have been criticised for 
having taken off the coal duty. Coal is 
one of the subjects which the noble 
Viscount would have continued to tax. 
I do not enter into the controversy as to 
whether the Party of the noble Viscount 
opposite had pledged themselves 
take off the coal duty at the first oppor- 
tunity, although there have been state- 
ments to that effect which have not 
been contradicted. But I think it can- 
not be doubted—and I am quite sure 
that my noble friend Lord Faber, who 
knows very well the trade of the north- 
east ports, will agree that the coal tax 
was a very serious hindrance to that 
trade. It is quite true it did not affect 
the Welsh high-class coal in the same 
way, because those coal-owners have 
somewhat of what is called a “ seller’s 
monopoly,” and therefore I can quite 
believe that in that case, at any rate, a 
part of the tax was paid by the foreigner. 
But it was certainly not paid by the 
foreigner so far as the Yorkshire and 
Midland coal was concerned, and its 
repeal was recognised there as a great 
relief, not merely to the coal trade, but 


The Earl of Crewe, 


to | 





Bill. 
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noble friend behind me (Lord St. Davids) | to the kindred trades. Then as regards 


tea and sugar, especially the latter. [t 
is true we have given up £3,400,000 
by the reduction of the sugar tax, 
My right hon. friend the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer believes that by the 
method he has employed in rather more 
than halving the tax he has succeeded 
in reaching the consumer as a rule. 
Those who buy infinitesimal quantities 
of sugar can hardly be reached by any 
means, but so far as the general con- 
sumer concerned, my right hon. 
friend believes that he has reached him. 


is 


Then there is the question of the effect 
on trade. The noble Viscount said 
the confectionery and mineral water 
trades might have benefited. But those 
are two enormous trades; they employ 
a vast amount of labour, and surely it 
was worth while, if we could, to relieve 
them. I suppose that what the noble 
Viscount would have done is that, in- 
stead of taking off the sugar tax, he 
would have taken something off the 
income-tax, far as it affects those 
who pay ls., on the ground that that 
would have added to his possible war 
chest. I confess I was impressed by 
the arguinent of my noble friend Lord 
St. Davids when he said that when 
you come to the question of raising an 
indefinite number of millions, it is 
apparently as easy to reimpose your 
indirect taxation as it is to reimpose 
your direct taxation. 


so 


Viscount St. ALDWYN: I did not 


find it so at all in the South African 


war. 


*THe Earn or CREWE: Not to 
produce the same amount. I agree that 
you cannot be sure of imposing the same 


‘amount, but assuming that the noble 


Viscount had only taken off the equivalent 
in income-tax, I confess I do not see 
that the one would be more difficult 
than the other. I am, of course, assum- 
ing that a large sum has to be raised. 
I am not, of course, on the point of the 
advantage of the one course or the 
other, but it does not seem to be reason- 
able to assume that in one case the 
money is always there at command, 
and that in the other it is absolutely 
and irretrievably gone. 
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I do not wish to enter at this hour 
into the old-age pensions controversy 
so far as it is acontroversy. Still less do 
[ desire to allude to the two points con- 
nected with tariff reform to which the 
noble Lord referred in allusion to what 
was said the other night by Lord Cromer. 
On this question of old-age pensions any- 
thing that is said must necessarily be 
absolutely uninteresting. It is impossible 
for any member of the Government to 
attempt to anticipate 
next year. 


sider that course contrary to sound 
canons Of finance. But I think it was a 
mistake to suppose that that is the only 
source from which, if necessary, some 
further increase of the national income 
could be derived. When noble Lords 
opposite, quite apart from that, talk of the 
continually increasing burden of old-age 
pensions, it is important to know what 
they mean. So far as the burden in- 
creases by the natural growth of the popu- 
lation, we hope it will be more than met 
by its automatic growth of revenue. But 
if noble Lords opposite mean the lowering 
of the age or the increasing of the amount, 
that is another matter., and a matter 
in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
of the day will have to face the public, 
and will have to explain what his means 
permit of his doing. I do not propose to 
go into the question of the ccst of the 


defensive services, because, although, 


of course, it is a subject which in a | 
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the Budget of | 
I was very glad to hear the | 
noble Viscount say that he did not con- | 
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| although your paper strength may be 
| equal or superior to that of another 
| Power in the proportion you consider 
| sufficient, yet their ships may be just a 
little newer and alittle better than yours. 
Therefore, the Construction Vote ought 
| to be most carefully watched with the 
object of always being ahead, not only in 
numbers, but also in novelty of type. I 
do not think I have anything to add fur- 
ther. I confess some of the statements 
which have been made outside this House 
as to the damage that we have done to 
national credit have been very unfair 
and most grossly exaggerated. - We 
believe that we shall be able to go on pay- 
ing our way so far as the defensive ser- 
vices are concerned, and we do believe 
that we shall be able, without any dra- 
matic, or, still more, any melodramatic 
increase of taxation, to carry through 
this great scheme of benefit for the aged, 
of which we are very proud indeed to be 
the authors, 


On Question, Bill read 2*: Com- 
mittee negatived, and Bill to be read 
3* to-morrow. 


COMPANIES (CONSOLIDATION) BILL 
[H.L.]. 

Amendments reported (according to 

order) ; further Amendments made. 


Bill to be read 3* to-morrow, and to be 
printed as amended. [No 196.] 


general view of national finance could not | 


possibly be passed over, vet it is one | 


which does not arise in immediate con- 
nection with this Bill. But with regard 
towhat the noble Viscount said about 
the Construction Vote having fallen, the 
Vote 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL. 
House in Committee (according to 
order) : Bill reported without Amendment 
Standing Committee negatived, and Bill 
to be read 3* to-morrow. 





LEGISLATION BY REFERENCE, 


must, of course, depend upon 
the needs of the year. There could | 
be no more absolutely foolish, or | 
weconomical policy than to build | 


more warships than you want at the 
moment. 
most | kea flower after you have plucked 
it. From the moment it is sent on its 
trial trip it begins to verge upon be- 
coming obsolete, and, therefore, to build 
more ships of a particular type than you 
require at the moment is one of the worst 
possible economies, because in relation 
to the programme of other nations it 
places you at this disadvantage—that 


The modern warship fades al- | 


THe Ear, or CAMPERDOWN: My 
Lords, a few days ago I made a Motion 
with regard to the practice which is known 
as legislation by reference, and the Lord 
Chancellor was good enough to say he 
agreed with the Motion in a general 
|way, and that he would submit the 
| matter to the Cabinet so that they could 
| consider what is the proper way to deal 
| with this practice. I wish to put the 
| Question standing in my name on the 

Paper :—‘‘ To ask the Lord Chancellor 


} 
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with reference to the Motion: ‘That |the choice either of having the Bill of 
a Select Committee be appointed to consolidated with all its imperfections or in 
inquire “whether means cannot be of having it tidied up so to speak, | nt 
devised, either in the way of a detailed move that we take these Amendments 60 
Memorandum or otherwise, for conveying , as a whole. on 
to the House in plain language the effect be! 
of proposed legislation when reference Moved, “ That the Amendments be fol 
is made in Government Bills to Acts takenasa whole.”—(The Lord Chancellor.) ex 
and sections of Acts of Parliament with- | be 
out explanation,” whether His Majesty’s| On Question, agreed to, Pa 
Government have taken the matter into | inc 
consideration.’ ’ Moved, “ That the Amendments be 
agreed to.”—(TLhe Lord Chancellor.) ‘ 
THe LORD CHANCELLOR: My vs 
Lords, I was under the impression thet) Q, Question, agreed to. ti 
I had already stated our decision, We in 
propose to appoint a Joint Committee | Bill to be read 3* to-morrow, and to be Ma 
of the two Houses to report on the printed, as amended. pe 
drafting of Bills, and whether any | edt 0 
improvement should be adopted in| on 
relation thereto. IRISH LAND ADMINISTRATION, pa 
Lorp CLONBROCK : My Lords, Sec 
I wish to ask His Majesty’s Government ff} 4» 
COMPANIES (CONSOLIDATION) BILL. | the Question standing in my name. offe 
Amendments reported (according to | It is of a very simple nature, and I need eer 
order). not trouble your Lordships with any pol 
| explanation. My Question is: How fj 
THe LORD CHANCELLOR: My, much has been received (up to the per 
Lords, I will ask leave to say one or two present or any recent date), in respect ore: 
words on this. This Bill was referred | of the sinking fund from tenants’ annuities J 53, 
to a Joint Committee of both Houses, paid under the Trish Land Act, 1903, 9 iy, 
and we then agreed to certain Amend- | and how much thereof has been applied whe 
ments in order that the Bill should lav: or invested in making further advances ‘on 
down exactly what we think the law! under the Act. pos 
should be. These Amendments have | sect 
been already accepted by your Lordships,| Lorp DENMAN: The Answer to iin 
but when the Bill was before the Com- | the first part of the Question as to per’ 
mittee a noble Lord, Lord Balfour of the accumulated amount received in does 
Burleigh, suggested with reference to | respect of the sinking fund from tenants’ that 
certain points that arise that we should | annuities paid under the Irish Land imp 
also have a schedule of the Amendments, Act, 1903, from 10th June, 1903, to sia 
that we propose, Amendments merely | 30th June, 1908, is £190,955, and of this J ooo, 
relating to the small matter of tidying | £182,100 has been applied in making offe 
up or making more convenient the opera- | further advances under the Act. | It j 
tion of the Jaw. I could not say that | think that gives the noble Lord the The 
there is absolutely no change in the! information which he desires. I th 
law, but there is no change in any im- | this 
portant particular, and the Committee | ee ae the 
unanimously agreed to recommend certain THE IMPRISONED SUFFRAGISTS. last 
Amendments strictly of the character! *Eart RUSSELL: 1 wish to put th the 
[ have referred to. These are the | first Question standing in my name on ‘ite 
Amendments which I propose to intro- | your Lordships’ Paper, viz.: Whether the J ¢¢ , 
duce at this stage in this House, as it! women agitating for the vote who were sas 
was thought by the Committee that | arrested on 30th June were prosecuted set 
this was the most convenient way of | before Mr. Francis under Section 2 of than 
dealing with the matter. If this matter, the Prevention of Crimes Amendment trati 
goes to the House of Commons, as I} Act, 1885, whether the maximum penalty J ,, , 
hope it will do, they will be feesd with , on conviction under that Act is a fine pa 
The Earl of Camperdown. 
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of £5 or imprisonment for two months 
in default; whether, in fact, a certain 
number of those prosecuted were not 
convicted under such Act, but were 
ordered to find sureties to be of good 
behaviour, and were in default imprisoned 
for three months, what legal authority 
exists for requiring sureties of good 
behaviour of these defendants, and 
for dealing with them in the manner 
indicated. 

[regret that this Question should appear 
on the Paper on a day when there is so 
much work to do, but Imay remind your 
Lordships that I postponed it last week 
in deference to the request of His 
Majesty’s Government. There is a rather 
peculiar circumstance with regard to the 
recent sentences in connection with the 
women who were arrested on the 30th of 
June. The prosecution took place under 
Section 2 of the Prevention of Crimes 
Amendment Act, 1885, which has the 
effect of making a new crime of cases of 
resisting or wilfully obstructing any 
police officer in the execution of his duty. 
It provides that under that section a 
person convicted shall not be liable to a 
greater penalty than £5 or in default of 
psyment imprisonment for not more than 
two months. The effect of that is that 
when a person is convicted under that 
section, if it is considered to be the worst 
possible case that could arise under that 
section, then the maximum penalty that 
can be inflicted is a fine of £5, and if the 
person who has the option of prying that 
does not do so the maximum sentence 
that can be imposed is two months 
imprisonment. Instead of passing that 
sentence, however, the magistrate pro- 
ceeded to offer to bind over these 
offenders to be of good behaviour. 
It is difficult to see how that arises. 
There is the common law power which, 
I think, would not apply, and therefore 
this must have come under Section 1 of 
the Probation of Offenders Act. passed 
last year. If that is the Act under which 
the magistrate acted you have the 
curious result that under a_ section 
of an Act which says that where the 
nature of an offence is trivial, and it is 
not considered expedient to inflict other 
than a nominal punishment, the magis- 
trate gives three months imprisonment 
to people who would otherwise have 
only been fined £5 or in default would 
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have been imprisoned for two months. 
It may be legal to do that, I dare say it 
is legal, but I think your Lordships 
will be of opinion that it is rather strain- 
ing the provisions of an Act of Parlia- 
ment which professes to hold out leniency. 
It may be said that these persons might 
have entered into the surety to be of 
good behaviour, but I do not think that 
that is a fair thing to say, for, though 
mistaken these ladies may be, they 
hold a certain view and they hold it 
as definitely as people connected with 
the Salvation Army hold their views, 
and they naturally refuse to be bound 
over not to do again what they think 
they have a right to do and ought to do. 
That they refuse is shown by the fact 
that all these ladies are, I imagine, 
till serving their sentences of three 
months imprisonment in the second 
division and the second division does not 
differ appreciably from the third division 
for it involves the wearing of prison 
clothes, the eating of prison diet, and 
solitary confinement each day for 
twenty-two and a half hours. We can 
hardly consider it reasonable that these 
ladies should be given an addition totheir 
punishment under an Act which professes 
to ameliorate the punishment which 
can be given to them. They might 
have been charged with being disorderly, 
but they were not, and Parliament has 
limited the penalty under this particular 
section to £5. I should like to ask if it 
is under the Probation of Offenders Act 
that they have been imprisoned. 


Eart BEAUCHAMP: The Question 
of the noble Lord divides itself into two 
parts. On the question of fact he is 
entirely accurate. It is only in the last 
three lines of the Question that there 
comes a legal question, and with regard 
to that I am somewhat unwilling to enter 
the lists against the noble Lord. I do 
not think the Probation of Offenders 
Act had anything to do with the decision 
of the magistrates, and therefore the 
argument of the noble Earl, so far as it 
was founded on that Act, falls to the 
ground. The noble Lord asked what 
legal authority there is under Section 2 
of the Prevention of Crimes Amendment 
Act, 1885. These come under 
Section 12 of the Prevention of Crimes 
Act, 1871, under which any person who 


cases 
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is convicted of an assault on any constable 
in the execution of his duty is guilty 
of an offence for which he shall be 
liable to a fine of £20, or in default to 
aterm of imprisonment with or without 
hard labour. I apprehend that it was 
under this section the magistrates acted, 
and I am bound to say that I think 
the steps they took met with the appro- 
bation of the people of the country. 


The Imprisoned 


Eart RUSSELL: I am _ not sure 
how much I comprehend that answer. 
Now I want to ask the second Question 
in my name, viz.: Whether the women 
imprisoned in connection with the recent 
disturbances on 30th June, are not poli- 
tical offenders within the rule laid down 
in Re Castioni, and why their treatment 
in prison is more severe than that usually 
awarded to political offenders; and 
further, whether His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment seriously contends that there is any 
legal obstacle to the exercise of the 
Royal prerogative of mercy in these cases. 
I do not want to trouble your Lordships 
at any length, but I must remind you 
of the well-known case of Castioni, who 
shot and killed a person in a political 
rising and the question arose whether 
he was guilty of a political crime. I am 
well aware that the question of its being 
a political crime could only arise on the 
question of extradition, and that if he 
had shot and killed a man and been 
captured in his own canton he would 
have been dealt with in the ordinary 
course. The worst offenders among the 
ladies who have been arrested have been 
guilty of nothing worse than making 
speeches, and whatever their trifling acts 
may have been they were admittedly in 
furtherance of a political object. They 
are treated as second division prisoners, 
and this differs only from an ordinary 
sentence of hard labour in the fact that 
there is possibly not so much labour to 
do, better prison diet is provided, and 
possibly also they are better off in the 
privileges with regard to receiving visits ; 
but they have to wear prison clothes, 
they are not allowed books or writing 
materials, and they have to spend 
twenty-two and a half hours out of 
twenty-four in their cells. This question 
has been pretty often raised in the 
other House, and I have watched the 
answers of the Home Secretary, but I 


Eurl Beauchamp. 


{LORDS} 





Suffragists. 


have not been able to detect whether 
Mr. Gladstone says that the Royal 
prerogative of mercy does not exist in 
this case. On some occasions I gather 
that Mr. Gladstone said that these were 
not cases where he had the power to 
exercise the Royal prerogative of merey, 
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I should like to ask whether the 
Home Secretary cannot, and in some 
cases has not, exercised the Royal 


prerogative, and in some instances has 
interfered in cases in regard to contempt 
of Court. May I remind the House of 
the very different attitude adopted 
towards these ladies from the attitude 
which was adopted in regard to the 
squatters who have settled on the Island 
of Vatersay and for whom great sym- 
pathy was expressed, although they were 
treated as first-class misdemeanants, 


Eart BEAUCHAMP : 
also the Question of the 
devises itself into two parts. As to how 
far these ladies come within the rule 
laid down in Re Castioni the noble Lord, 
versed in the best arts of an advocate, 
forgot to say that this relates only to 
cases under Section 3 of the Act of 1870, 
which relates to penalties in respect of 
offences committed abroad. 


In this case 


noble Lord 


Kart RUSSELL: I said so. 

Eart BEAUCHAMP: The women 
referred to in the Question have been 
dealt with for offences under the ordinary 
law, for failing to keep the peace, and 
they have been dealt with in the same 
manner as others who have similarly 
offended. In regard to the Royal pre- 
rogative, His Majesty’s Government does 
not contend that there is an absolute 
legal obstacle to the exercise of the 
Royal prerogative of mercy, but where 
Parliament has expressly given to the 
magistrates discretion in deciding in 
which class prisoners should be placed, 
it would, in the opinion of the Government, 
be unconstitutional to override their 
decision. Even if it were possible to 
exercise the prerogative in one case it 
could not be done in order to place a 
whole class of prisoners in a privileged 
position. There is an obvious difference 
between dealing with one person in 
ill-health and in exercising the Royal 
prerogative in the case of a class. I 
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believe in this case, as in the other which 
the noble Lord has raised, the magis- 


satisfied with the decision given by the 
magistrates. 


NAVAL MARRIAGES BILL. 
Order of the 
Reading, read. 


Tuk Earn or GRANARD: I beg to 
move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. The Bill will remove a difficulty 
which exists in regard to sailors serving 
on His Majesty’s ships. Very often 
they are away on commission for three 
or four years, and when they come 
back they want sometimes to get married 
and do not want to wait for three or four 
weeks. The object of this Bill is to 
enable the banns to be set up on board 
ship at the same time that the young 
lady is having them published in this 
country. 


Moved, ‘* That the Bill be now read 
»*”_(Earl of Granard.) 

On Question, Bill read 2", and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 
fead. 2" (according to order), and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


SECONDARY EDUCATION (WALES). 

*Lorp GLANTAWE: I beg to ask His 
Majesty’s Government whether they will 
twnish this House with a Return showing 
the number of and the 
mount of money subscribed voluntarily 


subscribers, 


by the Welsh people towards secondary 
education as the result of the passing of 
the Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 
1889, 


The object of my Question is to show 
‘to your Lordships’ House to what ex- 
tent the Welsh nation have appreciated 
the powers of self-government in second- 
ty education which have been entrusted 
'othem by various Governments. 


VOL. CXCIII. 
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trates have interpreted the wishes of | 
the people, and that they are entirely | 


Day for the Second | 
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| In 1889 the Government of the day 
| passed the Welsh Intermediate Educa- 
tion Act. This was followed in 1896 by 
a scheme based on that Act which pro- 
| vided for the establishment of a Central 
| Welsh Board for Intermediate Educa- 
tion. The Conservative Government of 
| that period—in fact the Conservatives 
were responsible for all these steps— 
were so much satisfied with the work 
of the Central Welsh Board that by 
the Board of Education Act, 1899, the 
Central Welsh Board is made a statutory 
body for the examination and inspection 
of the intermediate schools in Wales. 


I feel certain that the Return which 
I have asked His Majesty’s Government 
to furnish your Lordships’ House will, 
if granted, show that Wales has responded 
by voluntary contributious to the national 
recognition granted to her by the passing 
of the Welsh Intermediate Act, 1889, to 
an extent that cannot be equalled by 
wv of the other three countries. The 
keen and general interest taken by the 
Welsh people in education can be proved 
by the following facts 


(1) The local taxation account mone y 
was devoted entirely by Welsh bodies 
to This was not done by 
any of the other three countries until 
they were obliged to do sO by the Edu- 
cation Act, 1902. 


education. 


(2) The amount of monev raised per 
head for educational purposes in Wales 
is more than England and Ireland together 
or Ireland and Scotland together. 


(3) The education rate per £ in Wales 
is more than that of England and Ireland 
together, Scotland and Ireland 


or to- 


vether. 

(4) The number of pupils per 1.000 
population in Wales is nearly double 
that of England, Scotland or Ireland. 


(5) The percentage of pupils who 
remain in the secondary schools of 
Wales for the third and fourth vear 
courses is much greater than in the 


secondary schools of anv other of the 
three countries. 


education has ad- 
vanced during the last few vears to such 
an extent in Wales that experts in edu- 
cation are of opinion that it will not be 
necessary after next year to provide 


3D 


(6) Secondary 
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for education lower than that of Uni- 
versity grade in the constituent colleges 
of the Welsh University. 

(7) More than 80 per cent. of the 
pupils attending Welsh secondary schools 
received their primary education 
public elementary schools. 


Secondary 


(8) The students who are, selected to 
undergo normal training in the Welsh 
University colleges have received very 


much better training than those selected | 


by English colleges, and this in spite 
of the statement in the last report of 
the Board of Education which says 
that the percentage of failures in the 
preliminary certificate examination 
Wales is double that in England. In 
fairness to Wales the Report should 
contain a qualifving statement to the 
effect that Welsh students take the 
matriculation examination and the 
higher examinations of the Central Welsh 
Board instead of the preliminary certi- 


ficate examination, and degree courses | 


instead of the final certificate exam1- 


nation. 

Perhaps I should add that with all 
this Wales has received very little en- 
couragement from the Exchequer com- 
pared with what has 
Scotland and Ireland. 

(1) We have not received 
one-tenth of the University building 
grants that have or are to be given 
either to Scotland or Ireland. 
either 


(2) Compared with 


versity colleges should be double or 


three times what they are at present. | 


(3) Museums, libraries, portrait gal- 
leries, ete., have been built and main- 
tained by the Government in Scotland 
and Ireland. So far no such blessings 
have been conferred on the Principality. 

Though I am sorry to have taken up 
so much time in submitting this state- 
ment to vour Lordships’ House, vet | 
felt compelled to do so in order to justify 
the action of the Welsh nation in opposing 
most strenuously the attempt that is 
being made by the Board of Education to 
cripple the powers, and undermine the 
influence of the Central Welsh 
This they have no right to do. It 
not constitutional, for the Central Welsh 


is 


{LORDS} 


in | 


in | 


been given to | 


hardly | 


Scotland | 
or Ireland the grants to the Welsh Uni- | 


Board. 
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over secondary education in Wales as 
| was given by the same Act of Parlia- 
/ment to the Board of Education over 
elementary and secondary education in 
| England. 

The Welsh people are looking forward 
to the day—in fact the Welsh Members 
in Parliament are now considering a 
scheme—when it may please His Majesty's 
Government to establish a national 
}council which shail have control over 
primary, secondary, and University edu- 
cation in the Principality, and in the 
|meantime it is our sincere hope that 
the Government of the day, by adminis- 
trative action, will do all in its power 
| to place Welsh affairs in the best possible 
|position to attain that object. No 
| other nation in the world has sacrificed 





more for education, and therefore no 
other nation deserves greater freedom 


{to establish a national system of educa- 


tion. 


THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN: I 
rise to a point of order. I would ask the 
Lord Chancellor whether the Question 
before the House is not that a certain 
Return be granted. Ido not know what 
| document the noble Lord is reading, but 
we cannot make it ont. 

*Lorp GLANTAWE: [ beg 
Lordships’ pardon for taking up so much 
| of your time, but this is a very important 
matter. It is so important that contrary 
to my usual custom I have written out 
my speech, and have supplemented my 
Question by the remarks I have just 
made. 


vour 


Moved, “That there be laid before the 
House a Return showing the number of 
subscribers, and the amount of money 
subscribed voluntarily by the Welsh 
| people towards Secondary Education as 
ithe result of the passing of the Welsh 
Intermediate Education Act, 1889.—(Tle 
Lord Glauntuwe.) 


Eart BEAUCHAMP: TI quite agree 
with the noble Lord. and the Question 
he has asked refers to a very large sun 
of money. It is an important question, 
and is regarded as especially important 
by the people of Wales. I am sorry the 
Government cannot grant the noble 





Board has been given as much control | Lord the Return he asks for, but the 


Lord Glantawe. 
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have given for this object. 


the minimum sum has been granted, 
ther have done their part. In- most 
cases, however, the people of Wales have 
given a great deal more than the minimum 


and of the Government only give the 
minimum sum asked for. We consider 
it would be quite unfair to the people 
of Wales for us to give a Return of the 
minimum sum asked for; there are no 
figures in the possession of the Government 
or of the Board of Education except 
these inadequate sums, which do not 
represent the generosity of the people 
of Wales, and I hope the noble Lord will, 
therefore, withdraw his motion 
Return. I would venture to suggest 
that if the noble Lord wishes to obtain 
the figures he should apply for informa- 


for 


this matter. 


Lorp GLANTAWE : 
Motion. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


{29 JuLy 1908} 


very generosity of the people of Wales | 
is the reason which makes it so difficult | 
to ascertain the amount of money they | 
The Charity | arms ; 
Commissioners have asked that a certain | tested 
minimum sum, generally including a site, | 1907, 
shall be given, and when the Charity | 
Commissioners have been satisfied that | 


sun asked for, but the figures at the | 
disposal of the Charity Commissioners 


| to 
| cruits for Special Reserves :—(a) Attested 


| under twenty, Ist October, 1908, 
a | 


tion to the various school governing 
bodies, which have been concerned in | 


[ withdraw my | 
| Lansdowne for Viscount Midleton.) 
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and Ist October, 1908: Cavalry; Ar- 
tillery (Horse and Field Garrison) ; Foot 
Guards; Infantry of the Line; other 
total. Number of recruits at- 
for Regular Army, Ist October, 


to Ist October, 1908: Militia 
and Special Reserve: Strength of 
Militia, Ist October, 1905: Infantry ; 


Artillery. Strength of Special Reserve, 
Ist October, 1908: Infantry; Artillery. 
Number of recruits, Militia: (a) At- 


tested for Militia: (b) Transferred to 
Regular Army: Ist October, 1903, to 
Ist October, 1804: Ist October, 1904, 


to Ist October, 1905: 
to Ist October, 1906 : 
Ist October, 1907. 


Ist October, 1905, 
Ist October, 1906, 

Number of re- 
for Militia or Special Reserve ; (b) Trans- 
ferred to Regular Army: Ist October, 
1907, to Ist October, 19908. Number 


| of Militiamen under twenty, Ist October, 


1905. Reservists 


Volun- 


Number of Special 


teers:—Number of Volunteers, ist 
October, 1905: (a) Infantry; (6) Ar- 
'tillery. Number of Territorial Army, 
| Ist October, 1908: (a) Infantry; (6) 
Artillery. Volunteer recruits, — Ist 
October, 1904, to Ist October, 1905. 
Recruits for Territorial Army or 
| Volunteers, Ist October, 1907, to Ist 
October, 1908. — (The Marquess of 


Earn BEAUCHAMP: The Under- 


| Secretary for War has directed me to say 
that he would be very glad to agree to 


STRENGTH OF REGULAR AND 


TORIAL ARMIES. 
LANSDOWNE: 


TERRI. | 


THE MARQUESS OF 
Mv Lords, my noble friend Viscount 
Midleton unable to here this 
vening, but I observe that the repre- | 
entative of the War Office is also absent. 
‘tom that I gather that he would be 
‘illing that the address which Viscount 
fidleton asks for shall be presented. 
n behalf of the noble Viscount I beg 
)move. 


is he 


Moved, ‘‘ That an humble address be 
resented to His Majesty for a Return 
lowing the strength of the Regular 
my, Special Reserve, and Territorial | 





rry the 
poble 
put the 


my @n Ist October, 1908 :—Strength | 
f the Regular Army on the Home | 
stablishment on Ist October, 1905, | 


the presentation of the address, 


Motion agreed to, and ordered 


cordingly. 


ac- 


OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL. 
Amendments reported (according 
order). 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
he had to move several Amendments 
which the Government had _ promised 
to bring up on the Report stage. The 
first Amendment he had to submit to 
their Lordships was one which added 
to the definition of evidence which must 
be given in reference to the age of the 
applicant for a pension. The Amend- 
ment did not alter the clause, but 


3 D2 
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added the words “by census returns 
or other documents or in such other 
manner as may seem well to the pension 
authorities.” The whole clause would 
then read: “The statutory conditions 
for the receipt of an old-age pension 
by any person are: (1) The person 
must have attained the age of seventy 
as verified when practicable by a cer- 
tificate of birth or baptism or in the 
absence of such documents by census 
returns or other documents or in such 
other manner may seem sufficient | 
to the pension authorities.” 





as 


{LORDS} 
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down certain words, but he understood 
from Lord Saltoun that he had agreed 
with the Government in an Amend- 
ment which was different in words but 
really the same in substance. It would 
run as follows: “In page 3, line 21, 
after the word ‘and’ to insert the words 
‘Tf his term of imprisonment is not less 
than one month he shall be disqualified? 
The result of that was that he could 
not receive a pension while he was 
imprisoned. When he left prison he 
would be disqualified for a further period 


| of ten vears if his term of imprisonment 


| had been for one month. 


*Viscount St. ALDWYN said he did | 
not think it was quite clear as the words 


stood as amended by the noble Lord | 
that such evidence would have, if | 
possible, to be obtained. They ought | 
to have more binding words in the | 
clause, and he would move that the | 
words should be inserted ‘* where no | 
such certificates or documents are | 
obtainable.” 

Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 


he thought the words were unnecessary. 
Thev had already the words ‘ where 


no such documents or certificates are 
obtainable.” 
*Viscounr St. ALDWYN said the | 


whole thing would be made clear by | 
such words as he had suggested. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
if the noble Lord wished to have the 
words in he would accept them. 


Amendment moved to the proposed 
Amendment— 


“To add the words ‘where no such certifi- 
eates or documents are obtainable.’ ”’—(lis- 
count St. Aldwyn.) 


On Question, agreed to. 
Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 3, line 21, after the word ‘and’ 
to insert the words ‘if the term of imprison- 
ment to which he is sentenced exceeds one 
month he shall be disqualified.’ ”—( Viscount 
Wolverhampton. ) 


Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN said 
he}believed the noble Viscount had put 
Viscount Wolverhumpton. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR: The 
Paper handed in to me runs as follows: 
“In Clause 3, page 3, line 21, after the 


| word ‘and’ to insert the words ‘if the 


term of imprisonment to which he is 
sentenced exceeds one month he shall 
be disqualified.’ ” 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 


that was the agreement come to. 
On Question, Amendment avreed to. 
*Viscount St. ALDWYN said thathe 


had raised the point to which the next 
Amendment referred in Committee on 


the Bill, and he understood that Lord | 


Wolverhampton would some 
Amendment to meet, in some measure, 
the point he placed before him. He 
now begged to move the Amendment 
he had placed on the Paper, because 
he imagined from what fell from the 
noble Viscount in Committee, it would 
commend itself to the Government. It 
| was to insert after the word * him” in 
| Clause 4, the words “as to produce 
| the largest income that can be reasonably 
obtained from it.” 


propose 


Amendment moved— 
| “In page 4, line 4, after the word ‘hin, 
to insert the words * as to produce the largest 
income that can be reasonably obtained from 
it.” ’—( Viscount St. Aldwyn.) 


Lorp FITZMAURICE said that this 
question was discussed at some length 
on the previous day, but the 
Amendment of the noble Viscoumt wa‘, 
he thought, very much reduced in im- 
portance, if he might say so, by the 
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suggestion he had now made. They 
had to point out that any modification 
of this clause presumably would come 
within the scope of the rule as to the 
privileges of the House of Commons, and 
that even if they agreed to accept it in 
anv way they could only accept it subject 
toa warning on that subject; but having 
repeated that, he saw no objection to 
the words which the noble Viscount had 
proposed. 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
moved an Amendment, which he thought 
would meet the approval of the noble 
Lord opposite. 


Amendment moved 


“In page 5, line 20, to leave out from the 
word ‘them * to the end of line 26, and to insert 
the words ‘if any person is aggrieved by the 
refusal or neglect of the local pension com- 
mittee to consider a claim for a pension or to 
determine on any question referred to them, 
that person may apply in the prescribed 
manner to the central pension authority, and 
that authority may, if they consider that the 
local pension committee have refused or 
neglected to consider and determine the claim 
or question within a reasonable time, them- 
selves consider and determine the claim or 
question in the same manner as on an appeal 
from the decision of the local pension com- 
inittee.’”"—( Viscount Wolverhampton.) 


Lorp ATKINSON indicated that he 
with the Amendment of 
the noble Viscount. 


was satisfied 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp ATKINSON said he wished to 
move a clause in connection with what 
occurred on the previous night. He 
moved then that any member of the 
committee should have the power of 
appeal. and he did not withdraw the 
Amendment, but, on the contrary, he 
pressed it, and he understood it was 
agreed to. He now understood, how- 
ever, that there was some mistake, and 
the easiest way of correcting that mis- 
take was to move a new clause sub- 
stantially the same as the Amendment 
he moved on the previous day. He 
dared say the fault was his. It enabled 
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any member of the committee to appeal 
from the decision of th: committee to 
the central authority. He thought that 
perhaps an objection might be made 
to that, that if a memer did not choose 
to attend the committee he should not 
be allowed to appeal after the com- 
mittee had arrived at a certain decision 
of which he might disapprove, and 
therefore he proposed to move a new 
clause in a more restricted form, as 
follows: ‘Section 7, Clause (d), the 
expression ‘party aggrieved’ shall include 
a member of the said committee who 
has taken part in the consideration ef 
the report, and has dissented from the 
decision.” The noble Viscount would 
see that that limited it very much and 
only conferred the privilege of appeal 
on a person who had come to the com- 
mittee and endeavoured to do his duty 
in that respect. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
he understood from his advisers that 
there was a mistake on the previous 
night in the Amendment and that the 
Amendment now moved was substantially 
agreed to. Therefore, the Government 
would now assent to the Amendment. 


Amendment moved— 


to add a further sub-clause 
(a) The expression “ party aggrieved ” shall 
include a member of the said committee 
who has taken part in the consideration of the 
report and has dissented from the decision.’ ” 
—(Lord Atkinson.) 


“In Clause 7, 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp FITZMAURICE moved, in Clause 
8, to leave the words ‘* means 
and.’ It was merely a drafting Amend- 
ment in consequence of the Amendment 
carried on the previous day with re- 
terence to the M tropolitan boroughs. 


out 


Amendment moved— 


** In page 8, line 37, to omit the words * 
and.’ "| Lord Fitzmaurice.) 


means 


On Question, Amendment egreed to. 


Amendment moved— 


** In page 5, line 38, after the word ‘ London,” 
to insert the words * and the expression “* council 
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of a borough ” includes the council of a metro- 
politan borough, and in respect to the City of 
London the mayor, aldermen, and commoners 
of the City of London in common council 
assembled.’ ’—(The Marquess of Salisbury.) 


Lunacy 


’ 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON 
moved to insert a new subsection in 
Clause 8, which he said, was 
sidered to be a desirable addition. 


con- 


Amendment moved— 

“In page 6, line 18, to insert the words, 
‘Any reference in this Act to the pension 
authority shall be construed as a reference to 
the pension ofticer, the local pension coim- 
mittee and the central pension authority, or to 
any one of them, as the case requires.”— 
(Viscount Wolverhampton.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON said 
that Clause 9 as it originally passed the 
House contained these words: ‘If for 
the purpose of obtaining or continuing 
an old-age pension under this Act, either 
for himself or for any other person, or 
for the purpose of obtaining or con- 
tinuing an old-age pension under this 
Act for himself or for any other person 
at a higher rate than that appropriated 
to the case, any person knowingly makes 
anv false statement or false representa- 
tion, or if it appears.” Whom it was to 
appear to was not stated, and it evi- 
dently would create a great deal of doubt, 
and what he proposed was to strike out 
the words “it appears that,” so that it 


would read: ‘ Any person knowingly 
makes anv false statement or false 
representation, or if any person has 


directly or indirectly deprived himself 
of any income or property in order to 
qualify himself for the receipt of an 
old-age pension, or for the receipt of 


an old-age pension at a higher rate than 
that to which he would otherwise be 
entitled under this Act, he shall be 


liable on summary conviction to 1m- 
prisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months, with hard labour.” It was 


only a drafting Amendment. 


Amendment moved— 


* In page 6, lines 24 and 25, to leave out the 
words * it appears that.’ ’—(Viscount Wolver- 
ha mpton. ) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
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Drafting Amendments agreed to. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON aid 
they proposed to make the Third Reading 
of the Old-Age Pensions Bill on the next 
day. 


THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN asked 
if they could not take it now. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON aid 
he would be very glad to do so, but 
he was given to understand that it would 
be against the rules of the House. He 
would like, if their Lordships would 
allow him, to explain that this had been 
a very rapid progress, but the reason, he 
was sure their Lordships would apprecia- 
ate, was the time of the session, and the 
absolute necessity if possible in order 
that Parliament might be adjourned On 
Saturday, that these Amendments, after 
the Bill had been read a third time to- 
morrow morning, which he hoped could 
be done, should go to the House of 
Otherwise they would 
run the risk of being kept there over 
Sunday. Would he be in order if he 
moved that the Bill should have prece- 
dence to-morrow over other business / 


Commons at once. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH 
said they must give notice to suspend 
the Standing Orders, and it could then 
have precedence to-morrow, but he did 
not think they could move now that the 
Bill should have precedence without 
giving notice, as it was a matter which 
involved the suspension of the Standing 
Orders. 


Bill to be read 3* To-morrow, and to 


be printed as amended. (No. 197.) 
ISLE OF MAN (CUSTOMS DUTIES) BILL 
SEED POTATOES AND SEED OATS 


SUPPLY (IRELAND) 
fead 3" 


passed, 


BILL. 


(according to order), and 


LUNACY BILL. 
[SECOND READING. | 


Order of the day for Second Reading 
read. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR: This 
Bill is produced with the utmost brevity 
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mv Lords, because all the clauses have 
already received the sanction of this 
House in former Bills. The real purpose 
of the Bill is to extend the administrative 
powers under the Lunacy Act, 1890, 
with regard to the estates of lunatics 
and other matters. I beg to move that 
the Bill be read a second time. 


Moved, “That the Bill be 
read 2°.’—(The Lord Chancellor.) 


now 


On Question, agreed to. Bill read 2", 
and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 


LANDS (VOLUNTEERS) 


[Second READING. | 


NAVAL BILL. 


Order of the day for Second Reading 
read. 


THe EarRL oF GRANARD: This Bill is 
of a very simple character. Itis designed 
to applv to Naval Volunteers, who were 
created in 1903, the benefits as 
accrue to the land Volunteers or 
Tervitorial Army, as I think they are now 
called, with regard to the hiring of land 
and the acquisition of land by these 
bodies. It is verv useful for the erection 
of buildings and drill halls, and the Naval 
Volunteers can then borrow money at a 
lower rate of interest than they would 

able to do. I move that 
» Bill be read a second time. 


same 


the 
i 
1) 
il 
otherwise be 


The 


Moved, * That Bill be now read 
a second time.”-—(The Earl of Granard.) 


the 


On Question, agreed to. 


Bill Read 24, and 


Committee of the 


committed to a 
Whole House to- 


morrow, 


WHALE FISHERIES 
Bill read 3* {2 
(Lord Denman.) 


(IRELAND) BILL. 


cording to order). 


Lorp DENMAN: I 
leave out subsection (1), in 
page 4. Off the coasts of Ireland, the 
Whale has a different rank or class to 
What it has off Scotland. Off the coast 


beg to move to 
Clause 5, 


of Ireland it is a Royal fish, but off | 


Scotland it is only an ordinary fish. 
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Bill. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 4, to leave out subsection (1) of 
Clause 5.”—(Lord Denman.) 
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On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Bill the 


Commons. 


passed, and returned to 


CRIMINAL 


3* (according to 


BILL. 
and 


COSTS IN 
Reac | 


passed. 


CASES 


order), 


MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY BILL. 

House in Committee (according to 
order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived ; 
and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


POLLING DISTRICTS AND 
TION OF VOTERS (IRELAND) 


Read 3* (according to order). 


REGISTRA- 
BILL. 


Amendment moved— 
iter the word * of,’ to 
* Parliamentary.’ °—(Lord 


*In page 2, line 9, 
insert the 


Dy man. 


word 


On Question, Amendment agreed t». 
Amendment moved— 

“In page 2, line 12, to leave out the words 
‘for Ireland.’ "—( Lord Denman.) 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Bill passed, and returned to the Coin- 
MoUs. 
UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM BILL 
Read 3° ling ft 


nassed, 


(accor oO order), and 


JURY (IRELAND) ACT, 
AMENDMENT BILL. 
House in Committee (according to 
order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived; 


GRAND 


1836, 


, and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


REGISTRATION BILL. [x.1.). 
Commons Amendments 
Motion), and agreed to. 


( onsidered {on 


House adjourned at half-past 
Ten o'clock, till To-morrow, 
a quarter past Four o'clock, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, 29th July, 1908. 


Private 


The House met at a Quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Water and Improvement 
Bill; Padiham Urban District Council 
Bill.—Lords Amendments considered, and 
agreed to. 

Central Ireland Electric Power Bill : 
Gosport Gas Bill; London County 
Council (General Powers) Bill.—Lords 
Amendments, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of 23rd July, considered, 
and agreed to. 


Criccieth 





Ravensthorpe Urban District Council 
Bill [Lords].—Lords Amendments to 
Commons Amendments, in 
of the Order of the House of 23rd July, 
considered, and agreed to. 


Crystal Palace Company Bill [Lords]. 
—Ordered, That Standing Order 243 
be suspended. and that the Bill be now 
read the third time.—(The Deputy Chair- 
man.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, without Amendment. 


River Wandle Protection Bill [Lords]. 
—Ordered, That Standing Order 243 
be suspended, and that the Bill be now 
read the third time.—(The Deputy Chair- 
man.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, without Amendment. 


Thames River Steamboat Service Act 
(1904) Amendment Bill [Lords ].—Ordered 
That Standing Order 243 be suspended, 
and that the Bill be now read the third 
time.—(The Deputy Chairman.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, with Amendments. 


Commons Regulation (Towyn Trewan) 
Provisional Order Bill.—Read the third 
time, and passed. 
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Edinburgh and District Water Order 
| Confirmation Bill [Lords].—Read a 
second time; and ordered to be con- 
sidered To-morrow. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That thev have agreed to :—Polling 
Districts (County Councils) Bill; Polling 
Arrangements (Parliamentary Boroughs) 
} Bill: Lanark Corporation (Extension 
/ of Boundaries, ete.) Order Confirmation 
Bill. without Amendment. 


Coroners (Ireland) Bill ; Local Govern- 
ment Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill: 
Local Government Provisional Orders 
| (No. 6) Bill: Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 9) Bill: Local 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 
10) Bill: Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 11) Bill: Dover Graving 
Docks Bill, with Amendments. 


| Amendments to:—Gas and Water 
Orders Confirmation Bill [Lords]; Gas 
Orders Confirmation Bill — [Lords]; 


Ammanford Urban District Council Water 
Bill [Lords]; Great Northern. Piccadilly; 
and Brompton Railway Bill [Lords], 
Keighley Corporation Bill [Lords]; 
Metropolitan Electric Tramways _ Bill 
[Lords]; Rhymney and Aber Valleys 
Gas and Water Bill [Lords]: Wath 
and Bolton Board Bill {Lords}, 
without Amendment. 


Gras 


Amendment to:—Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill [Lords]; 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Order 
(No. 3) Bill [Lords], without Amend- 
ment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
* An Act to confer the Municipal Fran- 
chise upon Mercantile Corporations and 
Companies.” [Municipal Franchise (Mer- 
cantile Corporations Companies) 
Bill [Lords]. 


and 


Also, a Bill, intitaled, ‘* An Act. to 
regulate the turning out upon Commons 
of Entire Animals.’ [Commons Bill 
[Lords]. : 


And. also. a Bill, intitulei, “An 
Act to enable Rules to be made regulating 
the procedure with respect to Pro- 
visional Orders made by the Board of 
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Trade and the Local Government Boara 
under certain Acts of Parliament, and 
for other matters incidental cthereto.’’ 
[Provisional Orders Procedure Bill 
{Lords}. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Petition from Kirriemuir, for altera- 
tion; to lie upon the Table. 


HOUSING, TOWN PLANNING, ETC. BILL, 
Petition from Lambeth, for alteration : 
to lie upon the Table. 


LICENSING BILL. 

Petitions in favour: From Bristol: 
Crediton: Ebbw Vale: Hammersmith : 
and Mile End Road (two); to lie upon 
the Table. 


Petitions against: From Marshfield : 
and Steeple Ashton and other places ; 
to lie upon the Table. 

SALE OF INTOXICATING 
SUNDAY BILL. 
Two Petitions from Thorne, 

to lie upon the Table. 


LIQUORS ON 
in favour ; 
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BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 


Copy presented, of Interim Report 
under the Small Holdings and Allotments 
Acts to the 30th June, 1908 [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


LOCAL TAXATION ACCOUNT (SCOT- 
LAND) ACT, 1898. 

Copy presented, of Return showing 
the Total Payments into and out of the 
Local Taxation (Scotland) Account for 
the financial vear 1907-8 [by Command] 
to lie upon the Table. 


UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) 

(ORDINANCE). 

Copy presented, of University Court 

Ordinance No. 28 (Edinburgh, No. 10) 

(Regulations for Higher Degress in Arts 

and Science) [by Act]; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 269.] 


ACT, 1889 


ADMIRALTY CASUALTIES, ETC. 


Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 27th May; Mr. Vincent 
Kennedy|; to lie upon the Table, and 


to be printed. [No. 270.] 


PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE BY THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
Inquiry into Charities (Administrative 


‘County of Lancaster).—Further Return 


RETURNS, REPORTS, 


TRAMWAY ORDERS. 


Copy presented, of Report of the 
Board of Trade of their Proceedings 
under the Tramways Act, 1870, during 
the Session of 1908 [by Command]; te 
lie upon the Table. 


ETC, 


TRAMWAYS AND LIGHT RAILWAYS 
(STREET AND ROAD). 

Return presented, relative thereto. 
jordered 14th April; Mr. Lloyd-George| ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No, 268. | 


POLLING DISTRICTS (COUNTY OF — | 

DURHAM). 

Copy presented, of Order made bv 

the Council of the County of Durham 

altering certain Polling Districts in the 

Chester-le-Street Parliamentary Division 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


, and 


relative thereto (ordered 8th August, 
1898 ; Mr. Grant Lawson]. to be printed. 


| [No. 271.) 


Inquiry into Charities (Administrative 
County of Lancaster) and Inquiry into 
Charities (County Borough of Preston) 
Inquiry imto Charities (County 
Borough of  Barrow-in-Furness). — 
Further Returns and Return relative 
thereto [ordered 8th August, 1898, 26th 
July, 1905, and 25th March, 1903; Mr. 
Grant Lawson and Mr. Griffith Bos- 
cawen|; to be printed. [No. 272.] 


Inquiry into Charities (Administrative 
County of Wilts).—Further Return re- 


lative thereto [ordered 9th August, 
1901; Mr. Griffth Boscawen]: to be 
printed. [No. 273.] 


Inquiry into Charities (Administrative 
County of Berks).—Further Return re- 
lative thereto [ordered 28th March, 
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1905; Mr. Griffith Boscawen]; to be | average attendance, boys and girls ye. 
printed. [No. 274.] spectively, in such schools to be stated,” 


CIVIL SERVANTS (RETIREMENT AT THE 
AGE OF SIXTY-FIVE). 

Copy ordered, “of Treasury Minute, 
dated the 27th day of July, 1908, stating 
the circumstances under which certain 
Civil Servants have been retained in 
the service after they have attained 
the age of Sixty-five, and of the Return 
therein referred to.”—(Mr. Hobhouse.) 


| 
} 
| 


| 


COUNTY COURTS (PLAINTS AND 
SITTINGS). 
Address for ‘ Return from every | 


County Court in England and Wales 
of the total number of Plaints, ete., 
entered in each County Court from the 
Ist day of January to the 31st day of 
December, 1907, both days inclusive, 
distinguishing those not exceeding £20, 
those above £20 and not exceeding £50, 
those above £50 and not exceeding £100, 
and those by agreement over £100. 


“ And of the Sittings of the County 
Courts in England and Wales holden 
before the Judges of such Courts in the 


vear 1907 (in continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper, No. 258, of Session 


1907).°—( Mr. Herbert Samuel.) 


EDUCATIONAL EXPENDITURE 
(COLONIES). 

‘Address for ‘ Return showing, for 
each of the last five vears for which the 
tigures are complete and available, the 
Expenditure of the Governments of the 
Dominion of Canada and its Provinces 
respectively, of the Commonwealth of 
Australia and of its constituent States 
repectively, of the Cape Colony and of 
Natal, and of New Zealand, on Education, 
elementary, technical, secondary, and 
university, showing separately any ex- 
penditure of public money on scholar- 
ships and on post-graduate or research 
work, specially in connection with science 
and agriculture, as well as with other 
subjects and industries ; in the case of 
consolidation of schools, the money spent 
out of public funds, and, where possible, 
out of private funds, to be indicated, 
whether in the construction, equipment, 
or maintenance of central schools, or in 
the conveyance of children, or in other 


ways, and the numbers of children in 


—(Mr. Verney.) 
EAST INDIA (PROSECUTIONS 
SPEECHES, ETC.). 

Address for “ Return of Prosecutions 
for Seditious Speeches and Writings 
which have been instituted in India since 
the Ist day of January, 1907, showing 
the names and descriptions of the persons 
charged, the courts which tried them, 
the precise character of the charge, and 
the decision in each case.”—(Sir Henry 
Cotton.) 


FOR 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Treatment of the Crew of the 
“ §trathyre.” 

Mr. HAVELOCK WILSON (Middles- 
brough): To ask the President of the 
Board of Trade if his attention has been 
called to the attempted escape from the 
British steamer “Strathyre” at the 
port of New York of twenty-five Chinese 
sailors and firemen; whether he is aware 
that two of these Chinamen were drowned 
as a consequence of their attempt to 
escape; whether he will cause a public 
inquiry to be held to ascertain if the 


Chinamen in question had been sub- 
jected to ill-usage ; whether he has any 


official reports showing that 
three of these Chinamen are being de- 
ported to Liverpool on the steamship 
‘** Lusitania ” and, if so, whether he 
will insist on the owners of the steamel 
“Strathyre” paving the expenses ol 
deporting these twenty-three Chinamen 
to their homes in China. 


twenty- 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill). My 
attention has been called to the case 
referred to by my hon. friend, and I am 
aware that two of the Chinese seamen 
were drowned in consequence of an 
attempt to escape from the steamship. 
I understand that an inquiry into the 
case has been instituted by the New 
York authorities, and as soon as [ am 
acquainted with its result I will consider 
whether any further action is called for. 
Three of the Chinamen have been de- 
tained in connection with the New York 
inquiry, but the remaining twenty have 
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been sent to Liverpool on the steamship 
“Tusitania.” Without further informa- | 
tion as to the conditions under which | 
the seamen have been sent to this 
country, I am unable to say whether 
the owners can be required to repatriate 
the men to China. They will, however, 
be called upon to pay any expenses to 
which they may be lable. 


County Westmeath Revaluation Cost. 

Srr WALTER NUGENT (West- 
meath, S.): To ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury if he will give directions to 
have a separate account kent of the work 
done and expenses incurred by the 
Commissioner of Valuation in connection 
with the annual revision of valuation of 
the county Westmeath, and that par- 
ticulars of the same may be furnished 
to the county council, 

(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) I am 
informed that the course proposed by the 
hon. Baronet is impracticable. 


Delay in appointment of Sub-postmaster 
at Dunleer. 

Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 
Green): To ask the Postmaster-General 
if he can say is the cause of the 
delay in appointing a sub-postmaster 
to the vacancy which exists at Dunleer, 
County Louth, Ireland; whether it is 
tended to appoint a constable who is 
at present a member of the toval Irish 
Constabulary, and who is a candidate 
for the position; whether there are anv 
other condidates for the vacancy ; and, 
if so, will he fill the position without 
further delay. 


what 


(Answered by Mr. 
The sub- postmaster of Dunleer, Drogheda, 
has given notice of his intended resigna- 
tion, but he is not due to relinquish his 
appointment until 23rd Se ptember next, 
three months notice being 
A new sub- postmaster will be selected as 
soon as the necess: ary inquiries regarding 
the qualifications of the various candi- 


hecesser Vv. 


‘dates have been completed, 


Examination for Overseers at Cork 
Post Office. 


Mr. A. ROCHE (Cork): To ask the 


Postmaster-General if “i will state on 
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| whose authority have sorting clerks and 

| telegraphists in the Cork sorting office 
| been recently examined for the position 
‘of overseer, what are the subjects of 
| examination, and who are the examiners ; 
and will he on this occasion consider the 
claims to this position of sorting clerks 
and telegraphists who have been per- 
forming overseer’s duty for a number 
of vears to the entire satisfaction of the 
department. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
The hon. Member has been misinformed. 
There has been no examination for the 
position of overseer at Cork. Some of 
the senior sorting clerks and telegraphists 
however, have been afforded an oppor- 
tunity of showing their ability for certain 
writing work which forms an important 
|part of the duties of overseer at Cork. 
In accordance with the rule of the 
service, the claims and qualifications of 
all the senior eligible officers will be duly 
considered before any promotion is made 
to the position of overseer, and the 
officer will be selected who is, in mv 
opinion, best qualified for the efficient 
performance of the duties. 


Telegraphic Delay at Cork. 

Mr. A. ROCHE: To ask the Post- 
master-General if he will issue a Return 
showing the delay on the telegraphic 
work dealt with in the Cork post office 
during the period 29th June to Ith 
July, and if he will say if such delay was 
jabnormal, and what were the causes ; 
ican he also give the number of hours 
|overtime performed daily in the tele- 
| graph office during this period; is he 
aware that members of the Cork tele- 
| graph staff are compelled to work three 
and four hours overtime per diem; and, 
j if so, will he consider the advisability of 
| increasing the staff of the Cork telegraph 
| office. 


(Answered by Mr. 
During the period in question 
| unusual delay occurred, resulting mainly 
| from wire failures and from the handing 
in of press matter of which notice had 
inot been given. The average daily 
|amount of overtime performed in the 
|instrument room during the period 
| stated was seventy-three hours. No 
| officer was compelled to work overtime. 


Buzton.) 
some 


Sydney 
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A revision of the Cork indoor force is 
now being prepared, which I hope will 
do much to diminish the overtime. 


Mess Payment System in the Navy. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : To ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty whether 
he has had under consideration the 
hardship inflicted on men who have 


entrusted their savings for the payment | 
of mess debts to a mess caterer who | 
subsequently deserts with the money ; | 


and whether, in conjunction with the 
pay department of the ships, or in the 
case of destroyers with the pay depart- 
ment of the parent ship, some more 
responsible system can be adopted. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) This 
point has been met, for all practical 
purposes, by the new victualling system 
which came into force on Ist October 
last. Under this system the canteen 
tenant must submit a statement to the 
commanding officer, within forty-eight 
hours of the payment of the messing 
allowances, showing what debts are still 
due to him from messes, thus greatly 
reducing the possibility of misappropria- 
tion. Further, in all ships bearing an 
accountant officer, the paymaster himself 
settles the mess debt with the canteen out 
of the money due to the mess. It is not 
considered practicable or desirable for the 
Admiralty to go further than this. 


Spark Catchers on Factory Chimneys. 

Mr. BELLAIRS : To ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether, in the case of factory chimneys 
in the vicinity of danger buildings where 
explosives are manufactured, regulations 
are made ordering the chimneys to be 
fitted with spark catchers within certain 
limits of distance; and, if so, what is 
the date of the regulation and what is the 
authorised limit. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
There is no general regulation to this 
effect, but the fitting of a spark catcher 
is an ordinary precaution which is very 
often adopted in explosives factories ; 
and in factories licensed under the Ex- 
plosives Act the fitting of an efficient 
spark catcher is, where deemed necessary, 
specifically required. A spark catcher 
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|is practically never required for the 


chimney shaft of another factory in the 
vicinity of an explosives factory, because 
each danger building of an explosives 
factory (if licensed under the Act) has 
to observe a specified distance from 
every factory outside the licensed area, 


Education Grants. 

Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.): To 
ask the President of the Board of Edu- 
cation whether grants are still being 
made to local education authorities to 
assist in the provision of public elementary 
schools in cases where the existing school 
accommodation is wholly of a denomina- 
tional character. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) Yes, 
Sir, but only in settlement of cases already 
provisionally approved by the Board. 


Naval and Military Courts of Inquiry. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask the Prime 
Minister whether the Government will 
grant a Return giving a list of all inquiries 
which have been held into naval and 
military affairs since the year 1800, the 
Reports of which have been published 
as Parliamentary Papers. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) I see no 
objection to granting this Return. 


Breeding of Kerry Cattle. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): To ask the Vice-President of the 
Department of Agriculture (Ireland) 
whether, seeing the importance of the 
breed of Kerry cattle and the necessity 
of keeping the breed pure, he will take 
any steps to establish a breeding centre 
in some part in the County Kerry. 


(Answered by Mr. T. W. Russell.) The 
Department of Agriculture have grecog- 
nised the importance of the breed gof 
Kerry cattle by establishing a dairy herd 
book, in which the owners of animals that 
conform to type and are of good milking 
quality can have them entered,*so that 
their progeny may be eligible forfservice 
premiums. All the breeders of Kerry 
cattle may participate in this%scheme, 
and the benefits likely to accrue there- 
from are, in the opinion of the Depart- 
ment, much* greater than would follow 
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from the establishment of a breeding 
centre as suggested in the Question. 


Promotion in the King’s Liverpool 
egiment. 

Mr. CROSFIELD (Warrington): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he isaware that in October, 1901, 
two extra battalions of the King’s Liver- 
pool Regiment were disbanded ; that 
the officers who then became supernumer- 
ary have only just been absorbed, owing 
to which cause promotion has been ex- 
ceedingly slow, especially in the junior 
ranks ; and whether in view of these facts, 
he will take measures to prevent officers 
being brought into the King’s Liverpool 
Regiment from other regiments. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The circumstances of the 
fully considered, and there did not appear 
to be any reason why this regiment 
should not teke its quota of the super- 
other regiments. 
The hon. Member may not be aware that 
the regiment got the entire benefit of 
the promotion entailed by the augmen- 
tation of 1900, which had only been 
partially carried out when it was aban- 
doned in the following year. No officers 
were brought in from other regiments 
as in the case of other augmented regi- 
ments. So far, therefore, from the 
officers suffering by the partial aug- 
mentation and subsequent reduction 
the reverse has been the case. 


case were 


numeraries like the 


Territorial Association and Rifle 
Shooting. 

CapraIn MORRISON-BELL (Devon- 
shire, Ashburton): To ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether he is aware of | 
the desire which exists in practically 
every part of the country for gaining 
experience in rifle shooting through 
miniature rifle clubs; and whether he 
would be prepared, through the Terri- 
torial Associations, or otherwise, to! 
co-ordinate and organise this movement, 
so that this desire may be utilised in 
some practical way towards helping in | 
the national defence. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I am aware of the general interest that is 
taken in miniature rifle clubs, but it is | 
impossible at present to ask the associa- | 
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tions to take the matter up while they 
have so much other work on hand. A 
War Office committee will, however, 
consider the question later on in the 
autumn in conjunction with the associa- 
tions. 


Appointments and Rank of Officers on 

the Special Reserve. 

Mr. GODFREY BARING (Isle of 
Wight): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War in what rank officers of the 
Special Reserve will be attached to 
Regular battalions; for what time such 
appointments will last; who will be 
responsible for the selection of the officer 
to be appointed; and whether the 
officer commanding the Regular battalion 
will be consulted. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
When officers of the Special Reserve are 
attached to Regular battalions they will 
be employed in the rank they hold in the 
Special Reserve. The probable duration 
would be stated at the time when such 
employment was being offered; it is 
impossible to state it now. Officers of 
the Special Reserve who desire employ- 
ment with Regular units register their 
names with the officer commanding the 
district, on the recommendation of the 


| officer commanding the Special Reserve 


unit. The selection of the Speciai 
Reserve officer would rest with the War 
Office. The officercommanding the Regu- 
lar battalion will not necessarily be 
consulted. 


Direct British Steamship Line to 
East Africa. 

Mr. EVELYN CECIL (Aston Manor) : 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether His Majesty’s 
Government can yet see their way toward 
promoting or establishing a direct British 
steamship line to East Africa. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) The ques- 
tion is engaging the attention of His 
Majesty’s Government. While endea- 
vouring to find a satisfactory solution of 
it they are not at present in a position 


to make any public statement. 


Religious Instruction in Prussian, 
Bavarian, and Belgian Schools. 
Lorp R. CECIL (Marvlebone, E.): 


To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
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Affairs what provision is made for 
religious instruction in the elementary 
schools in Prussia, Bavaria, and Belgium. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) I cannot at such short notice 
furnish the desired information, but the 
correspondence will be examined and, if 
necessary, reports on the subject will be 
obtained. 


Letter Deliveries at Derreenavurrig 

and Bullough. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): To ask 
the Postmaster-General whether he is 
aware that there is only one delivery of 
letters in the week to residents in the 
districts of Derreenavurrig and Bullough 
near Sneem, County Kerry ; and whether, 
in view of the inconvenience thereby 
caused, he can arrange for improved 
postal facilities. 


(Answered by Mr. Sudney Buxton.) J 
have cailed for a Report on this subject, 
and on its receipt I will send the hon. 
Member a reply. 


Hastings and St. Leonards Post Offices, 

Mr. DU CROS (Hastings): To ask 
the Postmaster-General when the indoor 
staff at the Hastings and St. Leonards 
offices will be revised so as to initiate the 
rotation of duties promised in February, 
1907 ; and on what date the new system 
will commence. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) 
The revision of the indoor force at Hast- 
ings and St. Leonards will shortly be 
carried out. The revision will provide 
for the employment of each officer in 
rotation on the various duties in which 
he would be required to become efficient. 


“Nut Butter.” 

Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire) : To ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President of 
the Board of Agriculture, if it has been 
decided whether the compound generally 
known as nut butter, when prepared 
entirely from nuts, of a brown colour, 
and free from any trace of animal fat, 
comes within the definition of margarine 


in Section 13 of the Butter and Margarine | 
at which he would have arrived had he 


Act, 1907; and whether the Board will 
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| by that Order. 
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consider the advisability of introducing 


-an amending Bill to remove doubts and 


to enable this vegetable compound to be 
sold as nuttine or under some similar 
name which does not convey the mis- 
leading suggestion that it is made up of 
animal fat. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
Any decision as to the interpretation of 
the section to which my hon. friend 
refers rests with the Courts and not with 
the Board. We do not consider that any 
Amendment of the Act in the direction 
suggested is called for. 


Exchequer and Audit Department 
Officials. 


Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury 


' whether, seeing that acting examiners in 


the Exchequer and Audit Department 
receive £122 10s. per annum during their 


eighth year of service, and that on 
completing their eighth year they 


are promoted and given a superior 
certificate, but with a reduced salary 
of £115 per annum, he will 
anv general rule or authority under which 
promoted officials suffer loss on promotion 
and. for a considerable number of years 
thereafter. 


quote 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) The 
officers referred to are Second, Division 
clerks, who on completing eight years 
service are eligible for promotion to the 
class of examiners in the Exchequer and. 
Audit Department. As Second Division 
clerks they have the right, under Clauses 
5 and 6 of the Order in Council of 21st 
December, 1907, to elect to be placed 
upon the new scale of salaries prescribed 
But it has been decided 
in this case, as well as in similar cases in 
other offices, that there is no reason for 
varving in their favour the conditions of 
promotion to the class of examiners 
which were contemplated on the recent 
reorganisation of the Department. Any 
such clerk, therefore, who, having elected 
under the above-mentioned Order in 
Council to be placed upon the new scale 
becomes qualified and is recommended 
for promotion, is required to enter the 
scale of the examiner class at the point 
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continued to serve as a Second Division 
clerk on the old scale up to the date of | 
promotion. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he will state how 
many local auditors and assistant auditors 
abroad have now signified their intention 
of returning to the headquarters of the 
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auditors and 
accepted the new scheme of amalgamation 
The information as to age and service is as 
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Exchequer and Audit Department, and 
the age, length of service at home, and 
length of service abroad of each. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) Eleven 


assistant auditors have 


follows— 





Service in Colonial Audit Department. 


Number. Age. 
At Home. Abroad. 
l 30 & months 6 vears 5 months 
2 25 1} ly ie ae 
3 27 2 years 2 months 1 > 
| 27 10} months ee 5 
5 29 2 vears + months Sig Joe oe 
6 99 \ e ~ 3 
7 29 BD ecw x 8 years 
R 27 10 months 2 years 3 months 
4 29 | year 7 months £ » 10 
10 28 lL « & a 4 , 10 
1] 33 — 


3 years* 





* Served previously from 1892 under various 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether, seeing that return- 
in Colonial auditors and assistant auditors 
will have their names interspersed with 
those of the former members of the main 
establishment of the Exchequer and 
Audit Department, but with considerably 
higher salaries, and that service abroad is 
held out as a special qualification for 
promotion, he will explain how the 
interests of the former members of the 
main establishment of the Exchequer and 
Audit Department are safeguarded in this 
procedure, 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) This is a 
matter which, under Section 9 of the 


Colonial Governments. 


Exchequer and Audit Departments Act, 
is within the discretion of the Comptroller 
and Auditor-General. 


Agricultural Credit Banks. 

Mr. MORRELL (Oxfordshire, Henley) : 
To ask the hon. Member for South Somer 
set, as representing the President of the 
Board of Agriculture, whether in view of 
the powers contained in Section 39 of the 
Small Holdings and Allotments Act on 
the subject of co-operative and credit 
bank societies, and of the determination 
of the Government not to give its sanction 
to any scheme of agricultural credit banks 
involving unlimited liability, the Board 
will direct full inquiries to be made and a 
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Report issued upon the systems of 
agricultural credit practised in Germany, 
Austria, France, and Italy, so as to 
ascertain whether and to what extent 
agricultural credit societies in those 
countries are under limited liability ; or, 
if not, whether unlimited liability has 
entailed those detrimental consequences 
which the Government appear to attribute 
to it, and generally to obtain particulars 
as to the working of such societies. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The Board have published in their 
Journal from time to time articles dealing 
with agricultural credit banks in foreign 
countries. Information as to Germany 
was given in March, 1906, and as to 
France in June, 1905. 
which obtain in Austria and Italy will be 
described when opportunity offers. 


Applications for Small Holdings in 
Yorkshire (North Riding). 


Mr. HAMAR GREENWOOD (York) : 


Toaskthe hon. Member for South Somer- 
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tained by rates levied on ratepayers in the 
neighbouring baronies, he will see that 
the railway company is not permitted to 
ignore the reasonable wishes of the people 
of the district. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The 
representations to which the hon. Member 
refers were duly received by the Board 
of Trade and communicated to the 
railway company with a request that 
they might receive careful consideration, 
The company’s reply is as follows 

Great Southern and Western 
Railway Company (Ireland), 
Kingsbridge, Dublin. 
25th July, 1908. 

Sir.—In reply to your letters of the 
21st and 23rd instant, I bee to inform 
you that my Board have again gone into 


the question of the train service on the 


Kenmare Branch, and they find that 


| they must adhere to the decision conveyed 


to you in mv letter of the &th instant. 


| The question was very carefully gone 


set, as representing the President of the | 


Board of Agriculture, whether any, and, 
if so, how many, applications have been 
made for small holdings to the County 


into by this company before the change 
in time-table was carried out, and every 
effort was made to supply such a service 


| as would meet the reasonable requirements 


Council of the North Riding of Yorkshire ; | 


what is the acreage, if any, already 
granted for small holdings; and 


whether the Board is aware that this 
county council has suggested to any 
possible applicants that they should apply 
to local landlords for small holdings and 
not rely on the county council. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) We 
are informed that 288 applications have 
been received for 5,494 acres, but no small 
holdings have as yet been actually pro- 
vided. The Board are not aware that 
the council have suggested that applicants 
should be made to landiords, but we 
will at once make inquiry on the point. 


Headford Kenmare Train Services. 

Mr. BOLAND: To ask the President 
of the Board of Trade whether he has 
received further represenations from Ken- 
mare protesting against the alteration in 
the railway time-table, whereby the 
interests of the people of the district are 
subordinated to those of a few tourists ; 
and whether, seeing that the Headford 
and Kenmare Railway is largely main- 





of both the through and local traffic. 
I have only to add that the present 
service is really a better one than the 
traffic warrants, and that this branch 
line is worked at a considerable loss to 
the company.—(Signed) I am, ete., 
Francis B. Ormssy. 
Secre tary. 


Establishment of a Model Farm at 
astlequin. 

Mr. BOLAND: To ask the Vice- 
President of the Department of Agri- 
culture (Ireland), whether he is now 
in a position to state what steps 
the Department proposes to take in 
order to carry out the establishment 
of a model farm at Castlequin, Cahir- 
civeen, in accordance with the suggestions 
submitted for his consideration; and, 
if not, whether he is prepared to consider 
any alternative scheme for the promo- 
tion of scientific agricultural knowledge 
and the improvement of the breed of 
Kerry cattle by utilising the land now 
available at Castlequin. 


(Answered by Mr. T. W. Russell.) 
The Department do not propose to 
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establish a model farm at Castlequin. 
Alternative schemes for the dissemina- 
tion of scientifie and practical agricul- 
tural knowledge and the improvement 
of the breed of Kerry cattle are being 
adopted. For the dissemination of such 
knowledge the Department have placed 
the services of eight trained men at the 
disposal of the farmers in the backward 
districts of Kerry, while, for encouraging 
the breeders of Kerry cattle, the Depart- 
ment have put into operation a scheme 
which will confer on the owners of 
these animals the benefits which breeders 
of other cattle now enjoy. 


Appointments of Scottish Lords- 
Lieutenant. 

Me. WATT (Glasgow, College) : To 
ask the Secretarv for Seotland whether 
he can state the rules governing the 
appointment of Lords-Lieutenant of 
counties in Seotland; whether there 
is any property qualification : with 
whom the appointment rests; for what 
term is the appointment made; what 
are the duties of the position ; and what 
are the powers of those holding such 
posts with regard to the appointment 
of Justices of the Peace. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) [ am 
not aware of the existence of any bodv 
of rmles governing the appointment of 
Lords-Lieutenant. These officers are ap- 
pointed by the King on the recommenda- 
tion of the First Lord of the Treasury, 
and the appointment is for hfe. My 
hon. friend will find an account of the 
luties exercised by them and_ their 
powers in respect of the appolntn ent 
of Justices of the Peace in Sir W. Anson’s 
“Law and Custom of the Constitution.” 


Mr. WATT: To ask the Secretary 
for Scotland whether in view of the 
practice that Lords-Lieutenant of coun- 
ties are appointed on the understanding 
that they are politically in sympathy with 
the Government of the day, he e2n state 
how many of the Lords-Lieutenant of 
counties in Scotland have been appointed 
by the present Government and how 
many of them are in political sympathy 
with the present Government. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) Four 
Lords-Lieutenant have been appointed 
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for Scottish counties since December, 
1905. I cannot say how many of them 
are in political sympathy with the 
Government of the day. 


Scottish Crofting Legislation. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : 
To ask the Secretary for Scotland having 
regard to the fact that the Small Land- 
holders (Scotland) Bill has now been 
definitely abandoned, will he state whether 
in view of the pressing need of land 
legislation, he intends to introduce, at 
an early date, a fresh Bill to amend 
the Crofters Acts. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) I can 
only refer my hon. friend to the Answer 
given by me yesterday on behalf of the 
Prime Minister to the similar Question 
addressed to him by my hon. friend. 
I must remind my hon. friend of the 
fact that the arrest of the progress ot 
the Small Landholders (Seotland) Bill 
this session was due ot to its abandon- 
ment by the Government, but to its 
rejection upon Second Reading by the 


House of Lords. 


Rate Arrears in the Island of Lewis. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary 
for Scotland in view of the fact that on 
the 3lst March last the arrears of rates 
in the Island of Lewis amounted to 
upwards of £9,000, and that there is 
no prospect of this sum being liquidated 
in the near future, will he state how it 
is proposed to continue the administra- 
tion of the affairs of the island. 


(-Inswered by Mr. Sinclair.) As ] 
have already informed my hon. frienc 
the parish councils have been advised 
that it is their duty to take the ordinary 
steps to recover arrears of rates overdue. 
[ appreciate the difficulties ‘of the existing 
situation, which are engaging my close 
attention. 


Rebuilding of Houses in the Island 
of Lewis. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary for 
Scotland in view of the need for the 
rebuilding of houses on sanitary sites 
in the Island of Lewis, will he state how 
he proposes to arrange for this to be done, 
seeing that the Small Landholders (Scot- 
land) Bill, which made provision for the 
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improvement and rebuilding of dwellings | in case of the sale of the site of the Duke 
in congested districts, has now been |of York’s School, Chelsea, means wil] 
definitely abandoned. | be taken to reserve at least some portion 
thereof as an open space and to retain 

(Answered by Myr. Sinclair.) This! as many of the large trees as may be 
matter, as my hon. friend knows, is | possible in the thoroughfares that will 
under close observation and considera- | be laid out; and whether any plan or 
tion, but at present I have no announce- | scheme has yet been prepared. | E 
ment to make. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) No plan 
Corporation of London and Cleaning = °" scheme has yet been prepared, and 
of Spitalfields Market. I am not able to make any further J 

Mr. STUART SAMUEL (Tower Ham- | *t*tement. 
lets, Whitechapel) : To ask Mr. Attorney- | 
General whether, in view of the fact | 
that by an Act dated 31st July, 1902, 
the Corporation of London obtained 


Suggested Naval Base at Invergordon. 
Mr. WEIR: To ask the First Lord ‘a 
of the Admiralty whether in view of : 
the recent manceuvres, the question of 


powers to acquire the leasehold of ~~ Ss a coal ee ma to 
Spitalfields Market, and, upon such wong , - res ae c ic = nvergordon, th 
purchase being completed (which was | °". : 0 ne ee Firth, Ross- of 
to be 18 months after notice was given, shire, will again be considered. al 
which notice was served on 27th January, (answered by Mr. McKenna.) The in 
1903), the Corporation of London under- | reply to the hon. Member's Question js su 
took to clean and scavenge the streets in the negative. to 
in and abutting on the market, such co 
cleaning being still undertaken by the! Bisley Camp—Traders’ and Hawkers’ a 
Stepney Borough Council at a cost of Licences, in 


over £1,000 a vear, owing to the purchase Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye): bu 
of the leaseholder’s interest not havine | To ask the Secretary of State for he 
been affected, he will take steps to| Home Department whether summons 


expedite the proceedings now being | have been issued against the occupants do 
undertaken in his name by the Corpora- | of tents in the bazaar lines at Bisley sti 
tion of London, so that the Stepney | Camp on the ground that they had not of 
Borough Council may be spared the | taken out hawkers licences; and, if J go 
expense consequent upon the Corporation | so, whether he will stop further proceed- § th 
of London’s failure to fulfil the obligations ings against such persone. fee 
imposed upon it by the Act of 1902. mm 
im} I : (Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
‘ 2 : lide’ : CO! 
” ee matter referred to is still under inquiry 
‘Answered by Sir William Robson.) julr’ bei 


by the Inland Revenue authorities, who 
are bound by the provisions of 51 and 


52 Vict., c. 33, 8. 2. 


This action was commenced in the name 
of the Attorney-General at the relation 
of the Corporation of London against 
the leaseholder of Spitalfields to have Spirit Duties - 
determined certain questions which affect Me. WATT: To ask Mr Chancel Sec 
the price to be paid for the market. . he en salam ar — “eae Zs Tre| 
The Corporation of London has the | ° hy aadinameek sage ages Lidigst om — tion 
carriage of the proceedings, and I under- | P™G 0". spirits (not wine or beer) Y at | 
stand it is doing all in its power to head . the population of = was 
expedite them. It cannot be said that Scotland, oud ireland, respectively, for ff 199 
it has failed to fulfil its obligations under the year 1907-€. tha 
the Act of 1902, as such obligatons (Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The girl; 
(in respect of cleaning streets) have not | net duties on spirits collected for the § and 





yet arisen. vear 1907-8 in England, Scotland, and coll: 
; ireland, re-pectively, were as follows— viev 
Duke of York’s School Chelsea— £ buil 
Suggested Open Space. England - - — + 9,959,743 sur 

Mr. HORNIMAN (Chelsea): To ask Scotland - - - 7,486,642 that 


the First Commissioner of Works whether | Ireland - : 4,392,432 It is 
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Qalculated upon this basis, the payment 


per head of the population would be | 
for— 
S -s.-4, | 

England - - -0 5 8 
Scotland - - -111 4 
Treland - : -~5} @& 


But no safe conclusion can be drawn | 
from these figures, as the place of pay- | 
ment of duty by no means necessarily 
corresponds to the place where the spirits 
are consumed. 


Hop Substitutes. 
Mr. ESSEX (Gloucestershire, Ciren- 
cester): To ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether in the Bill he desires 
to introduce this session to prohibit 
the use of hop substitutes in the brewing 
of beer in the United Kingdom, he will 
also prohibit the use of malt substitutes 
in the brewing of beer; and. failing 
such prohibition, will he make it obliga- 
tory upon the sellers of in this 
country to declare the substances, if 
any, other than malt and hop extract 


beer 


in the brewing of such beer to each 
buyer. 
(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) 1| 


do not think that the use of malt sub- | 
stitutes is on the same footing as that 
of hop substitutes, and, unless an equally | 
good case were made out for prohibiting 
the use of malt substitutes, I should not 
feel disposed to support my hon. friend’s 
proposal, But the point can be further | 
considered when the proposed Bill is | 
being prepared. | 


Grant for Re-building School at 
Curraheen. 

Mr. BOLAND: To ask the Chief | 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of | 
Ireland whther he is aware that applica- | 
tion for a grant to build a new school | 
at Curraheen, Glenbeigh, County Kerry | 
was made by the manager in November, | 
1%)2, accompanied by the statement | 
that the floor between the boys’ and the 
girls’ school was in a dangerous condition, 
and that even though propped it might 
collapse at any time; and whether, in 
view of the fact that the whole school | 
buildings have been condemned by the 
surveyor of the Board of Works, and | 
that, owing to the poverty of the locality, | 
it is impossible for the manager te raise | 
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£400 from the district as required by 
the Board of Education, being a con- 
tribution of one-third, he will arrange 
for an equitable distribution of the 
expense of constructing a new school 
in the place of one which is a constant 


| source of danger to children and teachers. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education have 
erant of £872, being two- 


| thirds of the estimated cost of a new schoo! 


house for bovs and girls at Curraheen, 
in place of the existing schools which 
have condemned. The manager 
has recently represented that he is unable 
to raise the required local contribution 
of £436, and has applied for a grant of 
the entire 
not in a position to consider appplications 
of this kind, pending a 


been 


cost. The Commissioners are 
decision upon the 
general question of special erants towards 
districts 
is at present under consideration. 


school buildings in necessitous 


which 


Improvement of Boat Slips at Roads 
and Glen. 


Mr. BOLAND: To ask the Chief Secre- 


| tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Treland 


whether the Congested Districts Board 
now propose to carry out the necessary 
works of improvement at Roads and Glen 
boat-slips, seeing that under the present 
conditions it is not possible for the fisher- 
men to carry on the fishing industry. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Con- 
gested Districts Board intend to carry 
out the work at Roads during the present 
summer. The Board have already ex- 
pended £451 at Glen Boat Cove, but after 
the work was finished the fishermen asked 
to have a boat vard constructed. They 
have been informed that the Board have 
no funds for expenditure on fresh projects 
of the kind this vear. 


Evictions on the McGillicuddy Eager 
Estate. 


Mr. BOLAND: To ask the Chief 


| Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 


land whether the attention of the Estates 
has been called to the 
eviction of six tenants on the McGillicuddy 
Jager estate, near Glenear, County Kerry ; 
and whether, seeing that negotiations 
for purchase were on foot, the Commis- 
sioners will now intervene with a view 
to a settlement. 


SE 2 


Commissioners 
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(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates | to seaside visitors; and whether any 
Commissioners cannot trace the receipts steps have been taken to check it in the 
of any applications from evicted tenants | present season. 
on this estate, but if the hon. Member 
will furnish them with the names of the (Answered by Mr. Birrell.) JT am 
persons to whom he refers they will make informed that no complaint has been 
inquiries. made to the police by the inhabitants of 

Blackrock, near Dundalk, in regard to 

Delay in the Sale of the King-Harman = annoyance by tramps. The local police, 

Estate. however, have been instructed to pay 

Mr. JAMES O'KELLY (Roscommon, | attention to the matter. ai 
N.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he has anv | Evicted Tenants Act in County Cavan. 
information as to the cause of the delay) Mr, VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
in carrying out the sale of the King-Har-| W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
man estate (No, 3), County Roscommon, | Lord-Lieutea.nt of Ireland if he will state 
which has been hanging fire for the past | whether any steps have yet been taken 
five years; and whether he can hold out | to put the Evicted Tenants Act, 1907, 
any hope that the sale will be completed into operation in County Cavan, and 
at an early date. what are they; and has every evicted or 

alleged evicted tenant been ll spec tec in 

(Answered by Mr, Birrell.) The ques- | County Cavan, and, if so, how often. 
tion of purchasing this estate is at present , 
engaging the attention of the Estates (Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
Commissioners, who hope to make an | tates Commissioners propose to acquire 
offer for the estate at an early date. ‘in County Cavan, under the Evicted 

Fenants Act, i29 acres on the estate of 
Purchase of the Estate of Mr. D.C. Virs. C. E. Hvnds, and 379 acres on the 
O’Connell, 

Mr. BOLAND : To ask the Chief Secre- jcase the prescribed notice has been 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland | gazetted. All applications received from 
whether the Estates Commissioners have | oyjcted tenants prior to Ist May, 1907, 


estate of Mr. John Fay’, anc in the former 


taken any, and, if so, what, steps to bring 
about a settlement as to terms of purchase 
on the estate of Mr. D. C, O'Connell at | gale of the Estate of Mary B. Falkner. 
C mah rer near Mastergeehy Co ty 7 . r\r \ ’ ‘ 

senate a ae r Ma a ar ren , Co “ y Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Ossory): 
Kerry, in accordance with the memoria 


submitted to them by the tenants. 


have been inquired into. 


; To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the estate 
of Marv B. Falkner, situated at Springhill, 
he Land 


Judges Court in October, 1903. has been 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 'The Es- 


i 
' ie oi Queens’ County, and placed in t 
tates Commissioners Inform me that on : 
the 17 instant vy received ¢ ) ial . oo 
rhe {7th instant they re | ived a memorial | . 14 to the Estates Commissioners, and, 
bas seven snant » ast; >in ‘Ge ° } . 
irom seven oa uN s on the es “ n = | ifso, upon what date; has the purchase 
ion, Stating thelr clesire to purchase their . ¥ 
; 1 Pieces Sac h = C Irehase Their | money been paid the several owners ; cat 
| ly : , > 1eQ) TS . : 
no aings through the omnussloners. | he say what was the amount coming to 
Phe Commissioners have no power to com- 
pel the landlord to sell the property, 
but they are writing to him in order to | ; Be 
pe eee | annuitants and the amount paid to each. 
ascertain his intentions in the matter. 


each owner: and whether he can state 
the name of the several mortgagees and 


| (Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Regis- 

Tramp Nuisance in Blackrock. itrar of the Land Judges Court informs 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): To! me that the estate in question was sold 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- to the Estates Commissioners on 24th 
tenant of Ireland whether the attention | January, 1997, since when substantially 
of the County Louth police has been called | the entire purchase money, amounting 
to the complaints of the inhabitants of | to £10,238, has been distributed by the 
Blackrock, near Dundalk, of the tramp | Land judge among the parties entitled 
nuisance, which causes much annoyance | thereto, so far as they were known. There 
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1473 (Questions, 
was large number of owners entitled to 
comp! icated fractional! 
to supply the detailed 
for it would be withdraw 
the officers of the Court from their proper 
business 2 
final sched 
open to 
information which the 
desires. 


shares, and in order 
information asked 
necessary to 
é The 
however 
ford the 
Member 


t a time of great pressure. 
lule of Incumbrances is 
inspection, and will a 


hon. 


Reinstatement of Mr. William Aherne. 
Mr. WILLIAM AB R. AHA! 
C 


\ 


YM (Cork 
h 


Countv, N.E.): To ask the ief Secre- 
tary to the L sd tioueeanet of Ireland 
whether the Estates Commissioners are 
now in a position to state approximately 
when they expect to eftect the rein- 
statement of Mr. Wilham Aherne i 
his former holding on the Annesley 
estate, Ballinamona, Glanworth, County 
(ork, seeing that agreements for thi 
purchase of this estate as a whele have 
been signed. eighteen months ago, and 
that the holding in question is un- 
tenarted. 


(dnswered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
Estates Commissioners ypose to pro- 
vide W lam Aherne with a_ holding 
if poss! ble, and have referred the case 


to an inspec tor with that object. 
are unable to make any further 
ment in the matter at present 


They 


state- 


Superannuation of Irish National 
School Teachers. 

DEVLIN (Belfast, W.): To 

Chief Sec retary to the Lord- 

Lieute ant of whether he 

state male and 

hationa! 


Mr. 
ask the 
frelay d Cal 


+ 


the number o 


female 


schoo] teachers with thirty 


Years service or more who — resigned 
on pension during the past five vears, 
speciivir o the number in first. second, 


and third class, and what was the amount 


f 
or pe nsion payable to the teachers ii 


each | 


(Answered by 
teturn asked for 
able time to 


Mr. Hobdhouse y The 
would take a consider- 
service o! 


prepare, as the 


all +} 4 = 
ail the teachers (about ri {)) who have 
been berstoned during the last five 


Years would have to be examined. a 
“targa which would entail! much labour. 


Member’s 


Porl hap sit would serve the hon. 


{29 JuLy 1908} 


Questions, 1474 


purpose if the total number of teachers 
retiring in each class, with the total 
amount o1 pension li each class, were 
civen, without entering into the question 


e : 1 ‘Vy 
of service, as almost all 


1 


teachers retiring 


on persion have given upwards of thirtv 
vears service. I shal! be glad to give 
him this information if he will address 
. nh setinn + i . tha . } : = 7 - 
a lestion to me on the subject aitet 
the recess 


Increased Grants for Irish Workhouse 
Teachers. 

Mr. J. DEVLIN: 

Secretary t the 

Ireland 


To ask the Chief 
Lord-Lieutenant of 
the 


whether, in distribution of 


the grant to national teachers in Ire] 





ana, 
he will make provision lor in reases 
to the workhouse teac} ers ish unions. 
as such teachers are under the nation al 
board rules and their salaries are paid 
by Government grants, and as in many 
ses there pever has been any improve- 
me l thelr po ons in the way of 
. 
vlaries 
(Lnswered | Ty. Birrell.) The reply 
i the negative No charge il respect 
of the salaries of teachers of Poor Law 
UPLOW Ss h OLS has ver been borne Onn 
the Vote tor public edue: ation. Such 
hers are he service of the boards 
of guardians, and are paid out of the 
low | rates 


Reinstatement of Patrick M’Clushy. 
Mr. LARDNER: To ask the Chief 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
lreland if he will explain why the Estates 
Commissioners have informed the solicitor 
fr Patrick M’Clushv, who claimed to 
be reinstated in a farm in Mulladermott. 
the estate of 
h ive decick a 


County Monaghan, on 

Colonel Leshe, that they 
not to take any action in the matte1 
and that they do not intend to provide 
Patrick M’Clushy with a farm; 
if they will reopen the case and recon- 


4 


sider it. 


and 


(Answe red by Mr. Birrell.) The 
Estates Commissioners inform me that 
their decision was based on a full con- 
sideration of the circumstances of the 
and they regret tha they are 
unable to depart from it. 


case, 
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Claims of John D. M’Auliffe, | Distribution of Holdings on the Blacker 
Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.) :! Douglas Estate. 


To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-| Mr. FLAViN: To ask the Chief 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Estates | Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Commissioners have considered the claim | Ireland whether he can state when the 
of John D. M’Aulifie, evicted tenant | holdings in the Blacker Douglas estate, 
on the estate of Mr. Devyanes Smith |in North Kerry, will be vested in the 
at Blarney, for reinstatement; and, | tenants, 


F 4 7 ’ E é > M 7 od M4 + iT Y a € aed . . 
if so, what action it is proposed to take] (4jnewercd by Mr. Birvell.) The 
in the matter. 


| Estates Commissioners are not at present 
iin a position to answer this (Question, 
(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The|'They are awaiting their inspector's 
Estates Commissioners have fully con- | Report in the matter. 
sidered the application of John D. | 
M Aulifie, and have decided to take| Date of Completion of the New Duke 
no action upon it. of York's School. 

Mr. HORNIMAN : To ask the Seere- 
tary of State for War whether he has 
| vet any information as to the date of 
the completion of the new buildings at 
Dover, and as to the date on which the 
boys will be transferred there from the 
Duke of York’s Schoo', Chelsea. 


Claims of Mrs. Mary Callaghan. 

Mr. SHEEHAN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the lLord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether an application has been 
received by the Estates Commissioners 
from Mrs. Mary Callaghan, of Derry- 
valing, Ballingeary, whose father, Denis (Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
Cronin, was evicted from a farm on} The new buildings at Dover are expected 
the White estate at Gortloughra, Kealkil, | to be completed by the end of this year, 
Bantry, and has she been placed on! and it is intended that the transfer of 
the approved list as a person entitled | the bovs from Chelsea will take place 
to 1einstatement. |! about the following Easter. 


a Pepe > ol?) ‘ho Bullets Used by the British Teams at 
(Anowered by Mr. Birrell.) The) "ahs Olympic Games Shooting Match. 
Mr. COURTHOPE: To «ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether the 
| rifle team of the Hythe School of 
| Musketry, who represented Great 
Britain in the 300-metre international 
match at the Olympic Games, received 
instructions not to use pointed bullets; 
if so, on what grounds; and whether 
Killarney Land Commission Appeal. this team was successful in the competi- 
Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): To ask | tion. 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- | 
tenant of Ireland whether he can say 
when the decisions in the appeals-to 
be heard before the Chief Land Com- 
mission at their last sitting in Killarney 
will be given. 


Estates Commissioners have received 
an application for reinstatement from | 
Mrs. Mary Callaghan, and they have 
noted her name as being suitable to 
be provided with a holding in the event 
of any untenanted land being acquired 
in the neighbourhood. 


| (Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
| No instructions were given by the War 
Office as to the bullet to be used. The 
Department was not prepared to manu- 
facture pointed bullets specially for this 
competition. No official information as 
to the result of the competition has 
te fae been received, but it is understood from 
Land Commission inform me that the | the daily papers that this team was not 
last sitting of the Appeal Court in | sannessial. 

Killarney was held on 30th June, and | 

the cases are still in the hands of the | Drafting of Bills. 

assessors, whose Reports have not yet| Mr. DUNDAS WHITE: To ask the 
come in. It is not at present possible | Prime Minister, with reference to Con- 
to say when the decisions will be given. solidation Bills as presented in this House, 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
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1477 Questions. 
whether originating here or in another 
place, and wita a view to facilitating 
the examination of them, what steps, 
if any, will be taken to establish as a 
general practice that each such Bill 
shall have a table of corresponding 
sections showing where the sections 
of the earlier Acts are reproduced ; 
that each section of such Bill shall have 
a marginal reference to the earlier 
section to which it corresponds; and 
that new matter and substantial altera- 
tions shall be distinguished by italics 
or underlining. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) The 
practice suggested in the Question as 
to the preparation of a table showing 
the mode in which, in a Consolidation 
Bill, the Acts consolidated are dealt 
with, and as to marginal references to 
the corresponding sections in the earlier 
Statutes, has been for some time followed 
in all Consolidation Bills prepared by 
the Government draftsman. 
is sometimes not circulated to the 
House with the Bill, but can alway: be 
circulated if required. The suggestion 
as to distinguishing, by italics or under- 
lining, new matter and substantial alter- 
ations, even if new matter and substantial 
alter.tions were introduced in Consolida- 
tion Bills, would, from a practical point 
of view, be difficult to carry out satis- 
factorily. These and other points affect- 
ing the drafting of Bills will form the 
subject of inquiry by a Joint Com- 
mittee which the Government have 
promised to set up. 


Scottish Crofting Legislation. 


Mr. WEIR: To ask the Prime Minister. 
having regard to the fact that the Small 
Landholders (Scotland) Bill is not to 
be proceeded with, will he state whether 
the Government propose to make any 
further effort during the present Parlia- 
ment to amend the Crofters Act, and so 
give effect to the repeated pledges of 
the late Prime Minister and members 
of the present Government. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) 1 am 
not at present able to add anything to 
what I have already said on behalf of 
the Government luring this session 
upon this subject. 
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QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


f ibe stions, 


German Destroyers. 

Mr. ARTHOR STANLEY (Lanca- 
shire, Ormskirk): I beg to ask the 
First. Lord of the Admiralty whether, 
having regard to the fact that German 
destroyers of the current years pro- 
gramme have already been laid down, he 
will consider the advisability of spending 
more than £4,000 a-piece before 31st 
March next on the 16 destroyers to be 
laid down by this country. 


THE FIRST LORD or tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. McKenna, Monmouthshire, 
N.): The question of naval expenditure on 
shipbuilding for the current financial 
year was fully considered by the Board 
of Admiralty when the Vote for ship 
construction was brought before Parlia- 
ment in the present month: the Vote 
was approved by this House so recently 
as the 15th instant. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) : 


| Does the right hon. Gentleman admit that 


the German destrovers have been laid 
down ! 


Mr. MCKENNA: The expression, cur- 
rent years programme, has no real ap- 
plicwbility to the German method of 
building. I must not be understood as 
admitting the accuracy of statements in 
(Juestions put to me, 


Mr. BELLAIRS (King’s Lynn): Will 
the right hon. Gentleman say if the fact 
was taken into consideration that the 
contracts for the German destroyers 
which were laid down in April provide 
for their completion in twenty months, 
and whether our destroyers take from 
twenty-three to thirty months in 
building ? 


Mr. McKENNA: Yes, this was taken 


into consideration. 


Mr. ARTHUR STANLEY: I beg to 
ask the First Lord whether he will con- 
sider the necessity of increasing the num- 
ber of destroyers especially designed for 
work in the North Sea, having regard to 
the fact that Germany has 60 of 26 knots 
so designed, 


Mr. McKENNA: The number of de- 
stroyers is being increased annually, in 
accordance with requirements. 
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Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing) had 


notice of the following Question ; “To 
ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 
what were the amounts of tonnage pro- 
vided for by the British and German 
Governments respectively by their pro- 
grammes for the years 1906-7, 1907-8, 
and 1908-9 respectively.” 


Questions. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland): Before the right hon. 
Gentleman replies, may I ask whether he 
does not think that in the interests of 
peace and friendly relations with other 
Powers it would be well not to answer 
Questions of this kind, which draw 
invidious comparisons ? 

*\Mr. SPEAKER: The Question has 
not been asked. 


Germany v. British Shipbuilding 
Programmes. 

Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty whether, in view of 
the fact that the total tonnage of armoured 
vessels provided by the three programmes 
of the present Liberal Administration is 
approximately 150,000, and that during 
that time the battleship “ Montagu” of 
14,000 was lost, and in view of the fact 
that during the same period the armoured 
tonnage provided by Germany was 
aproximately 183,000, making a_ total 
deficiency in the British programmes of 
47,000 tons below bare equality, it is the 
intention of the Government to take 
immediate steps to redress the inequality. 


Mr. MCKENNA: In reply to my hon. 
friend the Member for Orkney, I join 
with him in deprecating most strongly 
Questions in which, these invidious com- 
parisons are drawn. The figures for the 
British programmes and for the tonnage 
of the “ Montagu” are correct. As far as 
is known there are no statistics availabk 
to confirm the alleged German armoured 
tonnage. The proposed comparison, how 
not lead to the conclusion 
stated by the hon. Member, as although 
the German tonnage may have been 
included in the programme, the whole of 
the tonnage will not be provided at the 
expiration of the period when the whole 
of the British tonnage will have been 
completed. 


Mr. ASHLEY : 


Gentleman 


ever, does 


As 


not 


hon, 
the 


the 
know 


right 


does what 
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yerman shipbuilding programme is, how 
can he confidently assert that it will not 
be finished as secon as our own 2 


Mr. MCKENNA: If the hon. Member 
will refer to the German Naval Bill, he 
will see what the programme is and in 
what time it is expected to be finished. 


Mr. BELLAIRS: Does the right hon, 
Gentleman say that he will add any 
British ships to the Navy before the 
German ships are completed ? Does not 
the statements in the Question lead to the 
conclusion that the comparison does hold 
good ¢ 


Mr. MCKENNA: No, I do not agree 
that it does. 


Mr. BELLAIRS: Does the right hon, 
Gentleman expect to add any vessels to 
the British total / 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
First Lord of the Admiralty on what date 
the orders were given for the three 
German battleships of the 1908-9  pro- 
gramme ; and whether he can state if the 
fourth armoured this vear’s 
programme has been ordered by 
Germany. 


vessel of 
yet 


Mr. MCKENNA: We have no official 
information that the orders have yet been 
given, though it is understood from the 
Press that the three battleships were 
allotted to various builders in June. No 
information has yet been published with 
regard to the fourth armoured vessel. 


Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
First Lord of the Admiralty when he 
anticipates that the design of the 
armoured cruiser of this year’s programme 
will have been settled, and when the 
Board propose to lay down this vessel 
and the other armoured ship of the 
1908-9 programme. 


Mr. MCKENNA: The type of vessel 
has already been settled as an improved 
“Invincible.” The complete design will 
he settled not later than October. Ac- 
cording to present arrangements, it is 
proposed to lay down this ship at Devon- 
port in February, 1909, and complete her 
in two years, and to lay down the other 
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armoured ship at Portsmouth in January, £19,150 ; 


1909, and complete her in two years. 


Mr. BELLAIRS: As the German 
pattleships order was given eight months 
in advance of the order for the British 
ships, how does the right hon. Gentleman 
expect that the latter will be completed 
before the German ships ! 


Mr. MCKENNA: We have no official 
information that these orders have been 
given, and my hon. friend has no right to 
conclude they have been given. 


Deptford Victualling Yard. 

Mr BOWERMAN (Deptford): I bey 
toask the First Lord of the Admiralty if 
he is aware that all hired workmen em- 
loved at the Deptford victualling yard 
and other naval establishments are dis- 
charged upon reaching the age of sixty 
years, although previous to three years 
ago the age for compulsory discharge was 
sixty-five years ; whether he is also aware 
that recently the Board of Customs has 
reverted to the sixty-five year age limit ; 
and whether, looking at the difficulty 
experienced by such men in obtaining 
other employment upon leaving the 
service, and to the fact that they will 
not become entitled to claim an old-age 
pension until they reach the age of 
seventy, he will consider the desirability 
of reverting to the sixty-five-vear limit. 


Mr. MCKENNA: The present regula- | 
ar : os | Sacrifice ; 
tions permit of men being retained until 


sixty-tive years of age when their services 
are required, and they are fit to perform 
the duties. It is not proposed to modify 
this practice. 


War Office Expenditure on Aeronautical 
Work. 


Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War what have been the 
amounts of public money allotted to aero 
nautical work during each of the last five 
years and this year; and, in view of the 
paramount Importance of the command of 
the air, what steps are being taken for 
the further development of this branch of 
the service, 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
WAR (Mr. HALpANe, Haddington): The 
expenditure upon aeronautical work has 
heen — 1903-4, £14,600; 1904-5, 
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(Juestio ns. 


1905-6, £23,600: 1906-7- 
£20,750; 1907-8, £16,500. The esti- 
mated expenditure for 1908-9 is £13,750. 
Such steps as are considered necessary are 
being taken in connection with the 
further development of this work. 


Hired Horses for the Military. 

Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether he is aware of the delay in 
paying for the loan of the horses which 
accompanied the Army Medical Corps to 
Ramsay, Isle of Man; and whether he 
can state if owners in Manchester of the 
herses which returned on 19th June have 
yet been paid. 


Mr. 
this 


HALDANE: I am not aware of 
The hon. Member is  pre- 
sumably alluding to the Lancashire 
Territorial Foree Medical Units. The 
horses are hired by the County Associa- 
tions and the payment is made by them. 
They can obtain advances of money 
from the Chief Accountant of 
Command. 


Case, 


the 


North Riding Territorial Association. 

Mr. CLYNES: | beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether his 
attention has been drawn to the remarks 
made by the chairman at the recent 
meeting of the North Riding Territorial] 
Association, that working men going 
into camp must necessarily make a great 
and whether he can make any 
statement on the declaration of Colonel 
Williams and others at the meeting that 
it was the duty of the Government to 
supply the means. 


Mr. HALDANE: My attention has 
not been drawn to the particular speeches 
in question. I am, however, well awate 
of the splendid self-denial shown by the 
various classes of men serving in the 
Territorial Force. [| think that the 
Government have done what is right in 
making the provision they have made. 


Notts and Derby Regiment. 

Mr. STARKEY (Nottinghamshire, 
Newark) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War what is the reason for the 
proposed transfer of the headquarters of 
the 4th Notts and Derby Regiment from 
Newark, in Nottinghamshire, to Grant- 
ham, in Lincolnshire. 
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Mr. HALDANE: It is a question of 
sufficiency of accommodation, but no 
decision has been arrived at to transfer 
the headquarters of the 4th Notts and 
Derby Regiment from Newark _ to 
Grantham. 


(uestions. 


Mr. STARKEY: Is there any intention 
of closing the barracks at Newark? 


Mr. HALDANE: No decision has yet 


been come to. 


Mr. Tilak’s Trial. 

Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for India if Mr. Tilak, at his recent trial 
in Bombay, was convicted by seven Englsh 
jurymen and acquitted by two native 
jurymen ; and, if so, in view of the fact 
that the jury were disagreed and of the 
feeling caused by the sentence of six 
years imprisonment in the Bombay Presi- 
dency, whether the Secretary of State 
will cause the sentence to be remitted. 


THe UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE ror INDIA (Mr. BucHanan, 
Perthshire, E.): With regard to my hon. 
friend’s Question, I have nothing to add 
to the full statement that I made yester- 
day in reply to the hon. Member for 
srentiord. 


Rioting in Bombay. 

Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for India whether he can make any 
statement to the House regarding the 
frequent and serious riots in Bombay, 
with special reference to the causes 
thereof and to the method adopted to 
restore quiet. 


Mr. BUCHANAN : I made a state- 
ment on this subject in reply to the hon. 
Member for Bolton yesterday. Since 
then the Secretary of State has received 
a report from the Governor of Bombay to 
the effect that the situation had improved 
and some mills were at work; he has 
issued a proclamation promising that any 
grievance properly presented will receive 
consideration and calling upon all citizens 
to help in restoring order. 


Sir H. COTTON : Will the right hon. 
Gentleman get information as to the 
causes of these riots and the methods 
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adopted to restore quiet? Were the 
causes political or purely economic ! 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I answered ag 


similar Question to that yesterday. 


Sirk H. COTTON: On how many 
occasions did the military fire on the mob, 
and how many people were killed 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 


must give notice of that Question. 


Indian Public Works Staff 

Mr. YOUNGER (Ayr Burghs) : I heg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether new rules have recently 
been issued altering the pay and allow. 
ances of officers of the India Public Works 
Department ; whether those have been 
approved by the Home Government ; and, 
if so, whether he will publish the old and 
new schemes for the iniormation of the 
House. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: Revised rules of 
pay for the engineers in the Public Works 
Department have been issued in India 
with the sanction of the Secretary of 
State. The new rules have been pub 
lished by the Government of India in the 
Gazette of India on 25th April, 1908, a 
copy of which is in the Library. If the 
hon. Member wishes it I can have a copy 
of the old rules also placed in the Library. 


Imperial Conference Secretariat. 

Mr. TENNANT (Berwickshire): | 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies what steps are being 
taken by the secretariat to the Imperial 
Conference with a view to keeping the 
Governments concerned informed betweell 
now and the next meeting of the Con- 
ference in regard to matters which have 
been or may be subjects for discussion, 
and with a view to fulfilling the desire 
on the part of the self-governing Colonies 
to be brought into closer contact with 
each other and with this country ; and 
whether the secretariat is so organised 
and equipped as to be able to discharge 
these functions satisfactorily. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror THE COLONIES (Colonel 
SEELY, Liverpool, Abercromby) : I can 
not at present add anything to the 
| Answer which I gave to the right hon. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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1485 (uc stions, 
Member for St. George’s, Hanover Square, 
on this subject on the 20th inst. 


Mr. TENNANT: Is it intended to 


be a permanent and real body ? 


CoLONEL SEELY 


atflirmative. 


Natal Indemnity Act. 


Mr. G. GREENWOOD _ (Peter- 
borough): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he is aware that the Natal 
Indemnity Act, 1906, passed both Houses 
of the Colonial Legislature in July, 1906 ; 
that the Governor was authorised to give 
the Royal Assent to that Act, which was 
not specially reserved for the Royal con 
sideration, on 13th August, 1906, and 
that the Governor postponed giving that 
assent till Ist October, 1906; and, seeing 
that in the meantime the Colonial Parlia- 
ment had been dissolved, and that in 
these circumstances doubts have arisen 
concerning the validity of Act, whether 
any steps have been taken, or are in 
contemplation, in order to set such doubts 
at rest 


COLONEL SEELY: The point raised 
by the hon. Member’s Question was 
argued before the Judicial Committee 
ot the Privy Council on 5th July of last 
year, and the doubt, if any, which may 
have previously existed was finally set at 
rest by the decision of that tribunal. 


Inland Revenue Fines. 


Mr. H. C. LEA (St. Pancras, E.): I 
heg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer if he will state the fines levied | 


by the Inland Revenue authorities in the 
Walsall district during the year 1907-8 
and the ten previous years respectively ; 


and will he state whether Inland Revenue | 


officers responsible for the cases where 
fines are imposed get any commission on 
the fines so inflicted, and, if so, what is 
the amount. 


THe CHANCELLOR or THE EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. Lioyp-GrorGr, Car- 
narvon Boroughs): The amount of fines 


imposed for Excise offences in Walsall | 


Excise district during the ten years 
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1907, is as 


Ouesttions. 


ended 3lst December, 


follows :— 

Year. Amount. 

£ «. & 
1898 e. Oo a 
1899 - - - 34 16 O 
1900 - -l12 5 0 
1901 - - - 20 18 0 
1902 - - -16 6 O 
1903 - - - 1511 O 
1904 - - ot & @ 
1905 - . > 2G 
1906 - P — op Fo 
1907 - ~ «se -F © 


In cases where fines are imposed as a 
result of an Order for legal proceedings 
by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, 
a reward is paid to the officer concerned, 
but the amount of such reward depends 
upon the circumstances of each case. 


Mr. H. C. LEA: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman approve of the system of 
paying commissions to Inland Revenue 


officers in order to secure convictions ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am_ not 
prepared to answer the Question until 
[ have considered the point. 


Mr. H. C. LEA: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman, in view of the abuses which 
arise, inquire into this matter ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: If my hon. 
friend can give me any information show- 


ing that mischief has been caused, I will 


certainly inquire. 


Rates in the Western Hebrides. 

Sir J. DEWAR (Inverness) : I beg to 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer if 
his attention has been drawn to the 
rates in several parishes in the Western 
Hebrides, resulting in the complete break- 
down of local government, and if he can 
state what steps the Government prepose 
to take to meet these exceptional cir- 
cumstances, 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes, Sir; my 
attention has been called to the cireum- 
stances to which my hon. friend refers, 
and I am in communication with my right 
hon. friend the Secretary for Scotland on 
the subject. I am unable to give my 
hon. friend any further information at 
present. 








1487 Questions. 
Lyon King-at-Arms. 
Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, 
Govan): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department if he can 
now make a statement as to the standing 
of Lyon King-at-Arms in matters of 
Imperial heraldry. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY oF 
STATE rortut HOME DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. Hersert SaAmugt, Yorkshire, 
Cleveland): The Secretary of State has 
no statement to make, except to say that 
questions of what he understands the hon. 
Member to mean by Imperial Heraldry 
are outside the jurisdiction of the King 
at-Arms. Arms are granted to a Colony 
by Eis Majesty under a Royal Warrant, 
countersigned by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. All that is done by the 
Officers of the Earl Marshal’s Department 
is to put into heraldic form the design the 
colony wishes to adopt, and to see that the 
King’s concession is duly recorded in the 
Department. 


Mr. R. DUNCAN: Is the hon. 
Gentleman aware that on the accession of 
King James the VI. and IL. Imperial 
heraldy became of moment and required 
a corresponding status for the heralds of 
England and Scotland ? 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: I 
afraid I had forgotten that. 


am 


Brecon Open-air Meetings. 

Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether his attention 
has been drawn to the letter of Mr. A. S. 
Williams, chief constable for Brecon, in 
which he refuses to afford protection to a 
public open-air meeting because he does 
not approve of meetings in the thorough- 
fare; and whether he will inform the 
local authorities that this failure on the 
part of the police to preserve order 
against organised rowdyism is a proof of 
inefficiency in the force which, if persisted 
in, will lead to the police grant being 
withheld. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: The Sec- 
retary of State has made inquiry in this 
matter and finds no reason to suppose 
that the police have failed to repress 
violence or disorder at Brecon. It is no 
part of the duty of the police to secure a 
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quiet hearing to a speaker or to prevent 
verbal interruptions. The Secretary of 
State sees no reason, on the facts known 
to him, for addressing any warning to the 
responsible local authority. 


* Mr. KEIR HARDIE: Is the hon, 
Gentleman aware that at one time there 
were ugly rushes endangering life, and 
that the police did not interfere ? 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: 


not our information. 


That. is 


Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester) : And cannot the hon, Gentle- 
man make inquiries in other quarters 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: We have 
had a statement of facts from the hon, 
Member for Merthyr Tydvil 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE: Why not take 
the same steps to preserve order at Brecon 
as are taken at Hyde Park ! 


*\in. HERBERT SAMUEL: Similar 
steps should be taken if the cases are 
similar. 


Workmen’s Compensation Kettering 
Judgment. 

Sirk FRANCIS CHANNING (North- 
amptonshire, FE.) : I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether his attention has been called to the 
recent judgment of the County Court 
Judge at Kettering in the case of Bowler v. 
Foskett, under the Workmen’s Compen- 
sation Act, in which it is held that Section 
13 of the Act does not cover accidents to 
workmen employed on casual labour or 
peicework ; whether he will take th 
opinion of the Law Officers as to w hether 
the principle on which this judgment ts 
hased is likely to be upheld ; and w hether 
in that event, he will, in the interests 
alike of workmen, employees, and insur- 
ance companies, introduce a short declara- 
tory Bill to make clear the intention ot 
Parliament to include casual and _ piece 
labour under the provisions of the Act. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: The Sec- 
retary of State has read the newspaper 
report of the case. The decision does not 
go so far as the hon, Member suggests. 
The main question of law before the Court 
was whether the applicant was employed 
asa workman, or whether he was a person 
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who had undertaken to carry out an 
independent contract; ant the Court 
decided the question in the latter sense. 
It is true that the Judge referred to the 
facts that the man was paid by the piece 
and that he was not regularly employed. 
But the Secretary of State does not con- 
sider that there is any need for fresh 
legislation, since there can be no doubt 
that piece-workers and casual labourers 
are entitled to compensation under the 
Act in all proper Cases. 


Literature in Prisons. 

Mr. MONTAGU (Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, 
whether, in view of the fact that public 
attention has recently been directed 
towards the regulations in prisons as to 
the supply of books and other matters, 
he will make investigations by Depart- 
mental Committee, or otherwise, with a 
view to improving these regulations. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: The See- 
retary of State replied to this Question a 
day or two ago, in a printed Answer which 
was circulated with the Votes, that the 
matter was under his consideration, 


Motor Cab Regulations. 

Mr. COOPER (Southwark, Bermond- 
sev): | beg to ask the Secretary of State 
tor the Home Department whether his 
ittention has been drawn to the fact 
that several motor cabs on the day of the 
Marathon race arrived at Windsor with 
six, and in one case eight, passengers ; 
whether the police have made any report 
or taken any action in the matter; and, 
if not, whether this inactivity on the part 
of the police arose because the police 
were of opinion that in neither of those 
cases Was there a case of serious over- 
crowding; and whether he has considered 
that the official refusal to carry out the 
terms upon which a cab licence is granted 
acts unfairly to other licensed drivers 
and deprives them of an opportunity of 
securing a fare. 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: 
Secretary of State’s attention has not 
been drawn to the incidents mentioned 
and he does not know whether the 
Windsor police took any action. The 
Metropolitan police had not heard of them. 
The occasion was of course very eX- 
ceptional; but the presence in a cab of 
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six or eight passengers would certainly be 
regarded by the Metropolitan police as 
serious overcrowding. Every endeavour 
is made by the pulice to enforce the cab 
regulations impartially and with due 
regard both to the interests of cab drivers 
and to the public convenience. 


Robbery and Violence in Yorkshire. 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 


S.): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether his 
attention has directed to the 
remarks of Lord Coleridge, as Commis- 
sioner of Assize, to the grand jury at the 
Normanton assizes, in which he referred 
to the fact that several cases of robbery 
with violence were to come before them, 
and laid stress on the inflicting of the 
sentences of corporal punishment, mostly 
passed in cases of this nature to check 
such crimes ; and whether, having regard 
to the observations of the learned judge 
and to the fact that the great majority 
of judges never impose the punishment 
of the lash, which is a matter of judicial 
discretion, he will undertake, in each case 


been 


in which a sentence of tlogging is imposed, 


to consider the facts with a view, if 


possible, to the remission ot the 
sentence, 
Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: The 


Secretary of State doubts whether the 
hon. Member has placed the right in- 
terpretation on the observations which 
Lord Coleridge is reported to have made 
in charging the Grand Jury, at Swansea, 
on the 17th of this month ; but, however 
that may be, he may remind the hon. 
Member that, by the Criminal Appeal Act, 
1907, their tribunal has been established 
to which prisoners sentenced to corporal 
punishment can apply for leave to appeal 
iwwainst their sentences or their convie- 
tions ; and that no sentence of corporal 
punishment can be carried out until after 
the expiration of the period within 
which such an application can be made. 


| I must decline to give the undertaking 
|asked for by the hon. Member. 


The | 


Mr. H. C. LEA: Have there been 
any successful appeals against sentences 
for Hogging ? 


Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL asked for 


notice, 
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Meat Trade Inquiry. 

Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye): I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade when the Committee upon meat 
prices will sit ; and whether their sittings 
will be public. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHE BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. CiurcHiy, Dundee) : 
I understand that the first meeting of the 
Departmental Committee upon combina- 
tions in the meat trade has been fixed for 
Friday next, 31st July. As at present 
advised I see no reason for any departure 
from the usual practice that the meetings 
of Departmental Committees are not open 
to the public. 


Mr. COURTHOPE: I beg to ask the 
President of the 
the President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries was consulted as to the 
appointment of the Committee to inquire 
into the price of meat, and agreed to the 
proposed composition of the Committee. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. COURTHOPE: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
in view of the importance to British agri- 
culture of the question of meat supply, 
and the inadequate representation of the 


agricultural interest upon the proposed | 
Committee to inquire into the meat prices, | 


he will postpone the inquiry until the 
Autumn Session in order to enable the 
question to be adequately discussed in the 
House of Commons, 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have already 
informed the hon. Member that the Com- 
mittee has appointed Friday next, the 
31st July for its first meeting. As the 
reference to the Committee is limited to 
an inquiry as to the existence and influ- 
ence of combination of companies or firms 
in the meat trade of this country I have 
no reason to suppose that any specific 
representation of the agricultural interest 
is necessary, Or that a postponement of 
the enquiry is desirable, 


Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury): Am I to understand that 
the scope of the Committee will be strictly 
confined, and that they will not inquire 
into the desirability or otherwise of 
removing the restrictions on the impor- 
tance of Canadian cattle ? 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: It will not touch 
the agricultural side of the question. The 
Committee gre to inquire into the economic 
and financial results of the operations of 
the beef trust. 


British East Africa—Native Labour 
Rules. 

Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade in view 
of the fact that certain Native 
rules, approved by him on his own 
responsibility when visiting the British 
East African Protectorate, were con. 
}demned at a large meeting of colonists 
on 24th March: whether he was 
authorised by the Secretary of State 
before leaving England to sanction regu- 
lations or do other acts affecting the 
general policy or expenditure ot the 
| Protectorate without reference Home. 


labour 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The promulga- 
| tion of rules for the treatment of Native 
|labourers is fully within the competenc 
|of the Governor of East Africa. During 
|my visit to that Protectorate I had the 
|opportunity of discussing with — th 
| Governor and his oflicers the conditions 
junder which Native labour should } 
recruited and regulated, and His Exeel- 
lency saw fit to embody the result of 
these conversations, and of minutes which 
[ had written upon them in a series of 
rules designed to secure native labourers 
recruited for private employers by Govern- 
ment agency protection against neglect 
or ill usage, and generally to enforce a 
greater respect for their rights and a 
more intimate study of their needs. I 
afterwards expressed my entire agree- 
ment with the Governor in the course he 
had adopted. This procedure was 
regular in every respect. The phrase 
employed by the hon. Gentleman “ con- 
demned at a large meeting of colonists” 
is inaccurate and misleading. Less than 
150 persons were present at the meeting. 
There are upwards of 4,000,000 natives 
in the administered districts of the East 
African Protectorate. 


Mr. ASHLEY was undsrstood to ask 
if the meeting of colonists was not a very 
large one. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: It may have 
been large for Nairobi, but certainly it 
was not large when compared with the 





number of settlers concerned. | 
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Edenbridge Labourer’s Eviction. 

Mr, MORRELL (Oxfordshire, Henley): 
[ beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he has yet 
made inquiries into the case of the 
labourer, David Nicholls, occupying a 
cottage near Edenbridge, in Kent, who, 
after applying for land under the Small 
Holdings and Allotments Act, is about to 
he evicted from his eottage ; whether he 
jsaware that David Nicholls was admitted 
by the farmer who is about to evict him 
to be a decent and respectable man, who 
has paid his rent regularly, and that no 
satistactory reason has been assigned for 
the action that is now being taken against 
him; and whether, if the facts are as 
stated, the Government will consider the 
advisability of inserting a clause in the 
Housing Bill giving the Local Govern- 
ment Board special powers to deal with 
urgent cases of this kind. 


Tut PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. JoHn 
Burns, Battersea): I have no authority 
to interfere in a ease of this kind, and I 
donot gather the nature of the powers 
which my hon. friend thinks the Local 
Government Board should be authorised 
to exercise in such circumstances. I doubt, 
however, whether the matter could be 
dealt with by means of a clause in the 
Housing Bill. 


Millport Telegraph Service 


Mr. LAMONT (Buteshire): 
ask the 


I beg to 
Postmaster-General whether he 
is aware of the inconvenience caused to 
the people of Millport by the frequent 
interruption of the telegraph service, due 
to the bad condition of the cable between 
that place and the mainland ; and whether 
he will give instructions to have the 
cable repaired or replaced at an early 
date, 


) 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SYDNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, 
Poplar) : I understand that the cable in 
question has not previously been inter 
rupted for some years, and perhaps the 
hon. Member will kindly give me_ par- 
ticulars of the alleged “ frequent inter- 
ruption.” In consequence of the recent 
interruption it was decided about a week 
- to supply a new shore end to this 
cadie, 
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Postal Employee’s Attacks on the 
Hobhouse Committee. 

Str C. HILL (Shrewsbury): I beg to 
ask the Postmaster-General whether his 
attention has been drawn to a_ public 
speech made by Mr. Dowling, a postman 
at Maryborough, containing an attack 
on the Chairman and other Members of 
the Parliamentary Select Committee on 
Post Office Servants ; and what action 
he intends to take, or has taken, in 
regard to it. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: My atten- 
tion was called to a public speech made 
at Maryborough by a postman named 
Dowling, who, I may mention, had 
received an increase of 3s. a week in bis 
maximum pay as the result of the recent 
reclassification. The speech contained 
imputations on the good faith of the 
Chairman, as well as a gross personal 
attack on him and on other Members of 


the recent Select Committee on Post 
Oftice Servants, because of their action 
as Members of the Committee. When 


asked for an explanation, Dowling made 
no adequate withdrawal or apology, and 
I decided that his two good conduet 
stripes should be forfeited and that he 
should be severely reprimanded. I feel 
sure that the House will coneur in the 
view that it was necessary to take serious 
notice of Dowling’s conduct. 


Rushden Postmen’s Wages. 

Sin FRANCIS CHANNING: I beg 
to ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he is aware that the maximum of post- 
men’s wages has been reduced at Rushden, 
Northants, by ls. a week, while in the 
adjoining town of Wellingborough the 
maximum of postmen’s wages has been 
raised by 1s.; whether he is aware that 
the cost of liv ing and the character of the 
work in both towns are approximately 
the same, Rushden having just over 
15,000 inhabitants, and Wellingborough 
just over 20,000 ; whether this inequality 
of the maximum of wages is due to the 
somewhat out-of-date arrangement by 
which so large a town as Rushden is still 
classed as a rural sorting oftice; and 
whether he will make local inquiry into 
the circumstances, and consider whether 
the maximum at Rushden can be raised 
to the level of Wellingborough. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The volume 
of work at Wellingborough is represented 
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by 134 units. It therefore falls into 
Class III. for outdoor force, on the 


system of classification recommended by 
the Committee, and modified by me for 
the benefit of the outdoor force. The 
lower limit for that class is approximately 
100 units of work, as stated in th 
Parliamentary Paper (Post Office : 
Changes in Wages, ete.) issued on the 
llth instant. The cost of living is 
represented by the index number 96, and 
is therefore slightly below the average. 
Rushden sub-ottice, where the volume of 
work is considerably below 100, being 
only 32 units, goes naturally on the same 
system into Class IV. The cost of living 
is probably about the same at Welling- 
borough. 


Work for School Children. 

*Mr. MONTAGU (Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton): I beg to ask the President 
of the Board of Education whether the 
terms of reference to his Inter-Depart- 
mental Committee include the hearing of 
evidence in support of extended facilities 
for taking children away from school 
to engage in such remunerative work as 
can be safely entrusted to young children, 
or to help in domestic work ; whether it 
is intended to exclude such evidence ; and 
whether he can see his way to frame 
jmpartial terms and set up an impartial 
eomiittee. 

THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
oF EDUCATION (Mr. RuNcIMAN, Dews- 
burv): The answer to the first part of 
the Question is in the negative. So far 
as Lam aware the Committee and the 
terms of reference are impartial. — In 
any case I should be sorry to hazard a 
cuess as to the direction in which my 
hon. friend thinks they are biassed. 


*Mr. MONTAGU: But is there not 
« considerable belief that the children are 
compelled to attend school in the country 
districts to the prejudice of their physical 
welfare ? 

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I daresay that 
is so, but this is hardly relevant. 

Mr. MONTAGU: But would not it 
be relevant to an inquiry into facilities 
tor half-timers } 

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I have no doubt 
the whole question will be fully inquired 
into. 
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Douglas Hall, Hoxton. 

Mr. A. ALLEN (Christchur-h) : I pe: 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the London County 
Council have asked for the recognition of 
Douglas Hall, Hoxton, as a 
school for the purpose of ace umodating 
children from St. John’s Church — of 
England School during the reconstr ction 
of the school : and w hether, seciny that 
it is proposed to 
staff, and managers er luc from St. John’s 
School to Douglas Hall, and subsequently 
to transfer them to St. John’s School, 
and thus, in fact, to defray the whole ex- 
penses of a non-provided school out of the 
rates, the Board will decline to sanction 
the proposal. 


provided 


transfer the children, 


| beg also to ask the President of the 
Board of Education whether his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that Douglas 
Hall, Hoxton, to which the London 
County Council propose to transfer the 
children from St. John’s School, is the 
hall of a political club ; and whether, 
under the circumstances, the Board will 
decline to sanction the arrangement. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : In reply to these 
Questions, the building referred to was, | 
understand, in use betore the approval of 
the Board was asked. I am not aware 
that it is the hall of a political club, but in 
view of the nmsatisfactory character of the 
premises the Board's sanction has 
given only on the understanding that their 
use is discontinued after the summer holi- 
days. The attention of the London County 
Council has been drawn to the fact that 
it is not open to them to provide premises, 
even of a temporary nature, for a volun- 
tary school and they have been informed 
that it will, therefore, be necessary thata 
building should be hired by the managers 
of the St. John’s School or alternatively 
that recognition as a council school 
should be applied for. 


been 


Mr. 8. COLLINS (Lambeth, Kenning: 
ton) asked whether it was necessary 
under Section 8 of the Education Act to 


vive notice of the intention to use these 


premises as a school, 


Mr. RUNCIMAN asked for notice of 


that Question. 
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‘Bermondsey County Council School. 

Mr. COOPER (Bermondsey): I beg 
to ask the President of the Board 
of Education whether he is aware 
that many parents of children attend- 
ing the London County Council School, 
Monnow Road, Bermondsey, have 
received notices of the intention of 


some other school in the neighbourhood, 


ildren have attended this school for 
ome considerable period ; and whether he 
proposes to take any action in the matter. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : Part of this school 
has been converted into a higher 
elementary school, and it has, therefore, 
heen necessary to provide elsewhere for 
hildren who are not qualified for ad- 
mission to the higher elementary school. 
I think this must be regarded as a 
reasonable ground for exclusion within 
the meaning of Article 53 of the Code. 


Mr. COOPER: Do I understand from 
the right hon. Gentleman’s Answer that 
the chiidren, some of whom for several 
ears have been taught the religious 
svilabus of the London County Council, 
will now be compelled to accept the 
sectarian religious teaching of a non 
provided school, or their parents must 
take advantage of the conscience clause 
and their children be deprived of any 
religious teaching at school? 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The County Council 


iust, of Course, carry out the law. 


London County Council School at 
West Square. 

Mr. COOPER: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
vhether he is aware that a number oi 
hildren attending the West Square 
London County Council School have been 
ompulsorily transferred from this school 
o other schools in the neighbourhood ; 
hat some of these children have been 
ent to the St. Jude’s non-provided school 
wainst the wishes of their parents ; that 
he parents of children sent to this school 
lave either to accept sectarian religious 
eaching being given to their children or 
ake advantage of the conscience clause ; 
nd whether, seeing that the St. Jude's 
hool has been overcrowded by this action 
t the County Council, and before the 
OL, CXCHI [FourrH Series. ] 








the Council to transfer their children to | 


and in some cases to non-provided schools ; | 
whether he is aware that some of these | 
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holidays a class had to be taught in the 
cloakroom, he proposes to take any action 
in the matter. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : Part of this school 
has been converted into a higher elemen- 
tary school, and it has accordingly been 
necessary to provide elsewhere for children 
who are not qualified for admission to the 
higher elementary school. I will make 
inquiries as to the last part of my hon. 
friend’s (Juestion. 


Llangollen School. 
Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.): I 


| beg to ask the President of the Board of 


Education whether the legal questions of 
some importance raised by the managers 
of the Llangollen Church of England 
School, were raised by their letter of the 
17th of March last; whether a reply to 
those questions have vet been arrived at, 
and, if not, what is the reason why so 
long a period has been found necessary 
tor deciding a point of law. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The legal ques 
tions referred to were raised by the 
managers in a letter dated the 2Ist 
February, and have received careful con- 
sideration. I have now decided that 
there is no reason to depart irom the 
decision which was previously arrived at 
and which has since been acted upon. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman consider the case of the 
Garforth School in the West Riding, 
which seemed to raise very much the 


) 


same point | 
Mr. RUNCIMAN: If the noble Lord 
wishes to draw any analogy between the 


two cases, I should like notice of the 
(Juestion, 


Penmachno School. 

Lorp R. CECIL: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether, in view of the proximity of the 
site of the proposed Penmachno School to 
a sewage tank, any local inquiry wes 
held by the Board as to its suitability ; 
if so, whether the report was in favour of 
the site; to whom did the site belong 
and what was the price paid for it; and 
how and by whom was the price settled. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: No local inquiry 
was held by the Board, as no objections 
3 F 
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to the site were received by them, but the 
report from their inspector was not un- 
favourable. I understand that the 
sewage tank referred to has been disused 
for some considerable time, and that the 
objections on that score will only arise in 
the event of the tanks again being 
worked. The site belonged to Dr. 
W. N. Williams. The price paid was 
£400, which was settled, I presume, by 
agreement between the vendor and the 
Carnarvonshire County Council. 


Questions. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that only £350 was 
given for 4 acres of land, of which this 


school site purchased for £400 was 
a part? 
Mr. RUNCIMAN replied in the 


negative. 


Newspapers Files for Members. 
Mr. LARDNER (Monoghan, N.): I 


beg to ask the First Commissioner of 
Works if he will consider the advisability 
of providing a room, and arranging for 
the filing of the daily papers in the House 
for at least a vear back, for the con- 
venience of Members who may wish to 
refer to them during the course of the 
Parliamentary Session. 


THe FIRST COMMISSIONER oF 
WORKS (Mr. L. HArcourt, Lancashire, 
Rossendale) : The disposal of newspapers 
is under the charge of the Librarian and 
Authorities of the House ; I regret to say 
that there is no unoccupied room avyail- 
able for this or any other purpose. 


Provincial Homes Investment Company. 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): I beg to ask Mr. Attorney-General 
whether he will state if the police auth- 
orities in England have full information 
affecting several companies, such as the 
Provincial Homes Investment Company, 
as to their fraudulent constitution and 
business methods ; will he state if they 
have similar information as to concerns 
known as doubtful traders ; will he say 
where this information can be obtained 
by the public; and, in view of Judge 
Parry’s recent remarks in Manchester at 


his Quarter Sessions, will he direct steps | 
to be taken to warn the public in some | 
way, that they may safeguard themselves | 
against attempts to obtain money under | 
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false pretences by companies or indi- 
viduals known to the authorities to be 
fraudulent. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir W, 
Rosson, South Shields) said he could not 
answer as to the particular case mentioned, 
and upon the general question could not 
undertake to say what information might 
be in the possession of the police. He 
could assure the hon. Member that, if the 
police obtained the necessary evidence 
which in his opinion would justify such 
action, proceedings would be taken by 
the Public Prosecutor. He could scarcely 
undertake to issue such a warning as was 
indicated in the question. 


Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E) 
asked if it was intended to take any 
action in respect to advertisements in 
newspapers having the effect of misleading 
the public. 


Sir W. ROBSON said he was disposed 
to hope that some action would he taken 
hy the proprietors of newspapers, with 
whom he had been in communication, to 
check the insertion of such advertisements. 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: If the 
hon. and learned Gentleman will look at 
the Police Gazette he will see how many 
companies there are of that description. 


Thurso Steamboat Service. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) : I beg to 
ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he will consider the possibility of estab- 
lishing a regular weekly steamboat 
service between Lochinver and Thurso. 


THe SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Stncuair, Forfarshire): As my hon. 
friend is aware, the efforts that have been 
made to develop local traffic north of 
Lochinver have not been successful and 
no proposition of the kind referred to 1s 
now before me. 


Burning of Crofter’s House in Suther- 

landshire. 

Mr. MORTON: I beg to ask the 
Secretary for Scotland whether he has 
any further information with regard to 
the alleged burning of crofters’ houses in 
the parish of Creich, Sutherlandshire. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I have received a 


report from the Chief Constable stating. 
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that a house in the Parish of Creich, in | recent date of the eviction the Commis 
the occupation of John Murray, was|sioners are not able to say when they 
burned by a Sheriff's officer on the 18th| will be in a position to consider the 
instant. It seems to be a matter of some | application. There are numerous prior 
doubt whether Murray was a crofter who | cases which must’ first be dealt with. 

had paid rent to Mrs. Hadwin the owner 
of the estate or not. I am making 
further inquiries and shall inform my 


| 

| Cranagill Orangemen. 
hon. friend. | 
| 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware 
that the road from Cranagill to Annagh- 
more station, in the county of Armagh, 
has from time immemorial been used by 
all persons on their lawful avoeations ; if 
he is aware that on the 13th July last 


Mr. MORTON: Who is the owner of 
the property and who authorised the 
burning of the house ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: [have said I am still 
making inquiry as to the facts. 


| 

| 

| 
| the members of the Cranagill Orange 
Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: Were | Lodge were prevented by the police from 
the premises evicted before they were set — “— = road ; if ne is aware 
fire to? | that six Nationalists from this district 
| were sentenced by Mr. Justice Dodd, at 
— The | the recent Armagh Assizes, to two 
caitlin afiteue cated ota dite oh de | months imprisonment — for attacking 
rae — of the Orange Order; and if 


he will state on what grounds the 

shania see ; ‘ {members of this lodge were debarrec 

Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.):; Was tho | from their finer oro: use of this bleh. 

house set fire to in order to get the we ; ee 
tenant out? 7 





*Mr. SPEAKER: The right hon. Mr. BIRRELL: In ordinary circum- 
gentleman has already stated that he is p> eee or Payee ing en 
further inquiring into the facts. aang cea a & 

13th July the police prevented the 
Cranagill Orange drumming party from 
Farrihy Evicted Tenant. passing over Annaghmore Hill, an 

Vir. HALPIN (Clare, W.): I beg to | exclusively Nationalist locality, and _in- 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-| duced them to proceed to Annaghmore 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is | T#ilway ‘station by another and safe 
aware that John Haugh, with his wife | Toute which is but a quarter of a mile 
and eight young children, were evicted longer. At the recent Assizes, eight 
trom their holding at Farrihy, owing, at | PeTSons were sent to prison for two 
the date of their eviction, two-and-a-half | months for attacking an Orange drum- 
years rent ; whether he is aware that |™ing party near Annaghmore. Party 
during the great storm in June last, they | feeling runs high in the locality, and 
took shelter in their old home, and that | the police authorities consider it necessary 
Haugh offered to pay one year’s rent to | for the preservation of the peace that 
the landlord, Mr. R. Stacpool, and the | Urange parties with drums should not 
balance in instalments, if permitted to | Pass over Annaghmore Hill. The Orange 
remain ; and whether he proposes to take | party have seldom attempted to use 
any action in the matter. | that road. In April, 1906, a serious 

7 | riot took place when they attempted to 

Tar CHIEF SECRETARY vor IRE-|0° % 2nd later in the same year s 
LAND (Mr. Brrrgtt, Bristol, N.): The | 1° % 150 police had to be called in 
Estates Commissioners inform me that on | ue keep » peace when similar attempt 
3lst March last, they received from John | ““* — 
Haugh an application for reinstatement in | atid 
a holding from which he was evicted on| Sales by the Estates Commissioners. 
llth January last. The Commissioners| Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: I beg 
have no knowledge of the circumstances | to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
of the eviction. Having regard to the! Lieutenant of Ireland if he will state 


3 F 2 
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the date on which the estates for sale | 


now being dealt with by the Estates 
Commissioners were lodged; and how 
many estates have been sold through the 


Estates Commissioners for the twelve 
months ending 31st May, 1908. 
Mr. BIRRELL:; The Estates Com- 


missioners are at present dealing with 
estates for the sale of which the agree- 
ments were lodged in June, 1905, During 
the year ending 31st May last proceedings 
were instituted before the Commissioners 
for the sale of 1,188 estates by landlords 
to tenants, and for the sale to the Land 
Commission of 127 estates by landlords, 
and of 12 estates in the Land Judge's 
Court. 


Dickson Estate, Doon. 


Mr. LUNDON (Limerick, E.) : I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that the lands of Lackanagoneeny, Doon, 
County Limerick, formerly part of the 
Dickson property, is in the hands of the 
Estates Commissioners ; and, if so, what 
is the cause of the delay in its allotment 
and distribution, or is there a prospect of 
such in the immediate future. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have not vet received posses- 
sion of the untenanted lands referred to, 
but their inspector has been directed to 
prepare a scheme for the division of the 
lands. 


Ballyneety Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. LUNDON: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that the 
late Morgan Haves, of Carriganaltin, 
Ballyneety, County Limerick, was evicted 
within the past twenty years off two 
farms on the estate of Courtney Croker, 
one farm at the above address, the other 
on the Ballinagarde side of the road; is 
he aware that a stepson of Hayes, named 
Peacocke, whose father originally owned 
one farm, is living in America, and a 
daughter, named Mrs. Hammersly, lives 
in the parish of Grean, some ten miles 
distant; and have those persons applied 
to the Estates Commissioners for those 
evicted farms, and, now that the Croker 
estate is being sold off to the tenants, 
will the daughter and stepson of Hayes 
he restored, one to each farm. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates (Com. 


missioners have received from Mr, Pea- 
cocke and Mrs. Hammersly applications 
for evicted holdings on the estate jn 
question, and have referred the case to 
their inspector in connection with the 
proposed division of the untenanted lands 
on the estate. The applications will be 
fully considered by the Commissioners 
when they are dealing with the inspector's 
report, 


Clery Minors Estate, Limerick. 

Mr. LUNDON: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland can he say whether the 
Estates Commissioners are in negotiation, 
or have instituted proceedings, with the 
Court of Chancery for the purchase of 
the Clery Minors Estate at Athlaeca, 
County Limerick, with the view of dis. 
tributing it among the holders of un- 
economic holdings, landless people, and 
evicted tenants ; can he say whether the 
leases of the cattle dealers and exporters 
from the Court have expired ; and, if so, 
will the Court, in whose hands the 
estate now is, sell it to the Estates 
Commissioners for the above purposes. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed that 
in November last an order was made by 
the Lord Chancellor authorising the 
receiver of this estate to enter into 
negotiations with the tenants for the 
sale to them of their holdings. The 
matter has since on several occasions been 
under consideration, but no agreement 
for sale has vet been arrived at. I do 
not gather that any question as to selling 
the estate to the Estates Commissioners 
has arisen, but the Lord Chancellor will 
doubtless take the matter into his 
consideration. 


Police Protection in Ireland. 


Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid): 
I beg to ask the chief  Secre- 
tary wo the Lord-Lieutenant of  Ire- 
land if he will state what was the 


number of persons receiving constant 
police protection and special protection 
by patrols throughout Ireland on the 
last day of June, 1908. 


Mr. BIRRELL: On 30th June there 
were in Ireland seventy-one cases of 
constant police protection and 238 cases 
of protection by patrols. 
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Ballyvourneen Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. LUNDON: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretarv to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he is aware that the late James 
Reardon, of Ballyvourneen, Cahirconlish, 
County Limerick, was evicted from his 
farm some fifteen years ago; that a planter 
named Timothy Reardon subsequently 
took up the farm; has the wife or son of 
James Reardon made any application to 
the Estates Commissioners for reinstate- 
ment ; and, if so, on what grounds has 
reinstatement been refused or delayed. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have received an application 
for reinstatement from the widow of the 
late James Reardon, and have decided to 
provide her with a holding if they should 
acquire untenanted land in the neigh- 
bourhood., 


Outrages in Ireland. 


Mr. LONSDALE: | beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the  Lord- 
laeutenant of Ireland what was the 
number of outrages in Ireland recorded 
as agrarian and non-agrarian, respectively, 
in which firearms were used during the 
six months ended 30th June, 1908. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The numbers are— 


Agrarian, 83; non-agrarian, 37 


Orange Demonstration in Fermanagh. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
8.) :1 beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he | 
is aware that on the 12th July last the | 
Catholic inhabitants of Brookborough and 
Snow Hill, County Fermanagh, were | 
obliged, on their way to church, to pass | 
under several Orange arches spanning the | 
public roads of these villages; and | 
whether, having regard to the irritation | 
produced by the erection of these party 
emblems and to the calculated insult con- | 
veyed thereby to the Catholies in the | 
distriets in which they are erected, steps | 
will be taken, in the interests of peace and | 
goodwill and the maintenance of public | 
order, to prevent similar displays of | 
Orange party emblems on the 
August, more especially as Catholics and | 
Nationalists forbear from any displays | 
calculated to offend the feelings of their | 
Protestant neighbours in their annual | 
celebrations on the 15th August. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: The police authorities 
inform me that on 12th July two Orange 
arches were erected over the public road 
at Brookborough, but none at Snow Hill. 
One of the arches at Brookborough was 
put up in a Catholic district within 200 
yards of the Catholic church, and the 
congregation had to pass under it when 
going to and from church. The in- 
habitants resented the erection of this 
arch and pulled it down, but it was 
subsequently put up again. The local 
police are of opinion that the erection of 
Orange arches in this Catholic district ‘s 
liable to endanger the peace, and the 
question whether the erection of such 
arches can be prevented in the future 
is at present under the consideration of 
the authorities. 


Mr. LARDNER: Had they to obtain 
the permission of the authorities 
to erect these arches ? 


local 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am told they were 
not consulted. 

Mr. LARDNER: And yet the Post- 
master-General has to obtain permission 
to carry a wire across tne street. 


De Blaquiere Estate, Clare. 
DUFFY (Galway, 8.): 
Chief Secretary to 
Ireland whether he is 
that Thomas Hanley, Tubber, 
County Clare, holds only 1 acre 1 rood 
22 poles of land on the De Blaquiere 
Estate ; and will he explain why this 
tenant’s holding was not increased and 


made economic, 


Mr. 
the 


I heg to 
the Lord- 


aware 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have referred Thomas Hanlev’s 
application to their inspector for inquiry 


| and report, and until they have receiv ed 


the report they are unable to say what 
their decision in the matter may be. 


Irish School Literature. 
Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 


12th | aware that the sanction of the Commis- 


sioners of National Education has been 
withdrawn from the Advanced National 
Reader, a book which has been exten- 
sively used in Irish national schools for 
the past three years; whether the first 
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and only public notification of the with- 
drawal of the sanction of the use of the 
book was contained in a letter from the 
secretary of the Board to the Imperial 
Protestant Federation; can he state 
whether the decision there announced 
was made by the Commissioners as a 
body, or, if not, by whose authority was 
it issued ; and can he specify what part 
or parts of the book are now pronounced 
unsuitable for Irish national schools. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Commissioners 
of National Education inform me_ that 
Brown and Nolan’s Advanced Reader was 
never sanctioned for general use in 
national schools. It was sanctioned for 
use in some particular schools, but on 
objection being made to it on religious 
and political grounds the sanction in these 
cases was withdrawn in accordance with 
Rule 124 (a). The Commissioners do 
not consider it necessary to make any 
further statement on the subject. The 
whole question is to be considered by the 
Board at their next meeting. 


Mr. McHUGH: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the Nationaal 
Board considered this book at their meet- 
ing yesterday, on the suggestion of the 
Protestant Imperial Federation 4 


Mr. BIRRELL: I! do not know what 
happened at that meeting. I dare say I 
shall be supplied with intormation before 
long. 


Mr. McHUGH gave 
would raise the question. 


notice that he 


’Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kilkenny): 
Is it not a fact that the National Board 
met yesterday and investigated the merits 
of a book, the circulation of which they 
had stopped many weeks ago, condemning 
it first and buying it afterwards ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have no knowledge 


of the business that was before them. 


Mr. MCHUGH: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman know that the Imperial Pro- 
testant Federation has Lord Ashtown as 
its figure-head 4 


Mr. BIRRELL said he did not know. 


Mr. BARRIE 
Will the right hon. Gentleman make him 
self acquainted with the book ? 


(Londonderry, N.) | 
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Mr. BIRRELL: Oh, I have the book 


in my room, and I propose taking it 
away with me on my holidays. 


Mr. LARDNER: Is the Federation to 
decide what is to be read in Catholic 
schools ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: Not at all. 


Mr. McHUGH: Has the right hon, 
Gentleman any control over the National 
Board of Education 4 


Mr. BIRRELL: Only when they die. 


Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN : And in the 
interests of education the sooner they 
die the better. 


Warrenpoint Excursion Fatality. 

Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 
Green): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Trade whether his attention 
has been drawn to the fatality to a lady 
excursionist at Warrenpoint, County 
Down, Ireland, on Sunday, 19th July, 
1908 ; whether he is aware of the feeling 
that exists that had the Great Northern 
Railway Company taken reasonable 
precautions this fatality would have been 
avoided ; and whether he will order an 
inquiry, which will satisfy the public 
and which may lead to the prevention of 
such accidents in the future. 











| 

| 

| 

| 

| Mr. CHURCHILL: This accident has 

| been duly reported to the Board of 

| Trade. No representations have been 

peennines indicating that the railway 
company failed to take reasonable pre- 

| cautions. Both the jury at the coroner's 

| inquest and the police have expressed 

a opinion that no blame attached to 

|anyone, and I do not think that any 

| useful purpose 

| further inquiry. 

| 

| 


would be served by a 


The Bank of Ireland. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I beg to 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
| whether he has considered the question 
| as to whether any change should be made 
in the relations of the Government with 
/ the Bank of Ireland, in which the 

Government accounts are kept, and of 
| which the late Treasury Remembrancer 

in Dublin Castle bceame a director while 
_ still holding that office, and which is 
| viven a preference in dealings by the 
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Government to other banking institutions 


in Ireland, regard being had to the’ 


decision in the action of Alderman 
Corrigan against Mr. Edward R. Read, 
as chairman of the late National Assur- 
ance Company of Ireland, which was 
heard in Dublin in June last before Mr. 
Justice Andrews and a special jury, and 
to the fact that the National Assurance 
Company, four of whose directors are also 
directors of the Bank of [reland, was 
accommodated by overdrafts up to 
£90,000 by the Bank of Ireland, by | 
which the directors were enabled to 
conceal its true position and to postpone 
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Mr. JAMES CAMPBELL: As a 


matter of personal explanation, may I say 
that my interest was on behalf of the 
plaintiff, in whose interests this Question 
is put. I simply rose in the interests of 
fair play to ask the right hon. Gentleman 
whether he was aware that the facts of 
this case are still sub judice ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I think there 
is an appeal. I am not clear whether 
it isa question of fact or a question of 
law, but it makes it undesirable that I 
should give any answer which would 
prejudice the case one way or the other. 





its winding-up, to the ruin of the share- | 

holders; and whether he has considered| Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Does 
the effect likely to be produced on public | the right hon. Gentleman know that the 
confidence in commercial probity by | questions of fact are undisputed and 
revelations of so grave a character | that the appeal is on a question of law ? 
making no alteration in the attitude of | 

of the Government to the Bank of| Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, S.): 
Ireland, as a favoured institution for|Can the right hon. Gentleman say 
Government accounts or business. whether the £90,000 was advanced by 
the Bank of Ireland out of the unclaimed 
balances ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I have | 
nothing to add to the Answers which | 
[ have already given to similar Questions | 
| 
| 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: 


morals in Ireland. 


Financial 
put down by the hon. Member for the 


ith 8th instant. 
6th and 8th instant Irish Land Stock. 


Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
| Albans): I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer whether, in view of the 
disappointment felt by small investors in 
connection with allotments made recently 
of Lrish Land Stock, he will when issuing 
future Government loans adopt some 
such method as the following, viz., to 
| issue the prospectus to the public twenty- 

Mr. JAMES CAMPBELL (Dublin Uni-| four hours before subscriptions are 
versity): May I remind the right hon. | received; make the application money 
Gentleman—— £15 per centum ; promptly close the list 
of subscriptions for town (the country 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The | applications to have twelve hours longer) 
right hon. Gentleman is giving informa- | a8 soon as the loan is cov ered a few times ; 
tion, not asking for it. ; allow only one application from the same 
| address ; and give prior allotment to all 
applicants undertaking to pay up in full 
on the understanding that the stock 
allotted to them is not to be transferable 
or certificates to bearer obtained until 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Ona point} the final call has been paid upon the 
t Order, Mr. Speaker, is it usual for partly-paid stock, the bank to issue letters 
counsel employed in a case to use the} of allotment in two colours, thus differen- 
information he has received as counsel? | tiating between fully paid and _partly- 
paid stock. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Does the 
right hon. Gentleman admit the fact that 
four directors of the Bank of Ireland 
were likewise directors of this fraudulent 
company, and does he admit the Govern- 
ment give a preference in all money 
transactions to this bank ? 


Mr. JAMES CAMPBELL: May 1 
wk whether it is a fact—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it is 
at all desirable that counsel who has been | 
employed should take any part. 





Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am obliged 
to the hon. Member for his suggestions, 








1511 Lotteries {COMMONS} and Advertisements. 1512 
which shall be borne in mind. Some of{ Mr. CHARLES ROBERTS (Lincoln): 


them could not, I fear, be adopted without 
risk of interfering with the success of a 
loan, and others would impose conditions 
which could easily be evaded. But I will 
consider the matter further. 


Irish Land Purchase Act. 


Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire): I | 
beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, | 


before the House rises, he can give any 
information as to the proposals of the 
frovernment for financing the Irish Land 
Purchase Act. 


Tur PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD oF THE TREASURY (Mr. 
ASQUITH, Fifeshire, E.): I am afraid J 
cannot make an statement on the subject 
before the House rises. 


The Licensing Bill. 

Mr. ADKINS (Lancashire, Middle- 
ton): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether, if Clause 1 of the Licensing 
Bill becomes law, it will be possible under 
any circumstances to grant a licence for a 
new hotel in any place while the number 
of licences in that place is above the strict 
statutory scale, 


Mr. ASQUITH : Under the clause as 
it stands at present such a licence could 
in my opinion be granted under the pro- 
visions for the modification of the statu- 
tory scale, but, as it is a matter of con- 
siderable practical importance, I propose 
to make the matter clear by inserting on 
the Report stage an express enactment 
that in proper cireumstances and under 
proper limitations a new licence can be 
granted to an hotel, notwithstanding the 
provisions of the clause. The provision 
would apply not only to hotels, but to 
railway refreshment rooms, &c. 


Mr. ADKINS: I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister whether the inclusion in Clause 
1 of the Licensing Bill of the period of 
fourteen years as the period for the 
statutory reduction of on-licences neces- 
sarily involves the retention of fourteen 
years as the period for the time-limit 
under Clause 3. 


Mr. ASQUITH: No, Sir; the period 
for the statutory reduction under Clause 
1, and the period for the time-limit under 
Clause 3, need not necessarily be iden- 
tical. 


| May I ask whether the decision taken 
| under Clause 1 necessarily precludes the 
| possibility of shortening the period under 
| Clause 3! 

| Mr. ASQUITH: No, 


| shortening nor lengthening. 


Sir, neither 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 
\*= Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin. 8) 
‘asked as to the order of business for 
Friday. 


Mr. ASQUITH stated that the first 
business for Friday would be the Com- 
mittee Stage of the Appropriation Bill; 
after that he proposed to take the Lords’ 
Amendments to the Old-Age Pensions 
Bill and the Irish Universities Bill. As 
he was afraid there was not general 
assent to the Motion with regard to the 
Wednesday sittings in the autumn they 
would afterwards take the Motion for the 
adjournment. The Motion with regard 
to Wednesdays would not be taken 
unless there was general assent. 


LORD CROMER. 

Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): I beg to 
give notice that on an early day I will 
move—“ That, having regard to the fact 
that this House recently voted £50,000 
to Lord Cromer it is of opinion that he 
does not stand in need of a Government 
pension of £900 per annum, and that it 
should cease on and after Ist January, 
1915.” 

SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES)’ 

Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON re 
ported from the Committee of Selection; 
That they had discharged the following 
Members from Standing Committee C 
(in respect of the Coal Mines (Fight 
Hours) (No. 2) Bill: Mr. Long and Karl 
Percy ; and had appointed in substitution 
(in respect of the said Bill): Mr. Samuel 
Roberts and Sir Frederick Banbury. 

Report to lie upon the Table. 


LOTTERIES AND ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Report from the Joint Committee, 
with Minutes of Evidence, brought up, 
and read. 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 275.] 
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MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE (MERCANTILE 
CORPORATIONS AND COMPANIES) 
BILL [LORDS]. 

Read the first time; to be read 
second time upon Tuesday, 13th October, 

and to be printed. [Bill 347.] 


Su p ply. 


CORONERS (IRELAND) BILL. 

Lords Amendments to be 

To-morrow, and to be 
319. 


considered 
printed. [Bill 


t 


NEW BILL. 


LICENCES (ABOLITION) 
BILL. 

“To amend the Law with respect to 
the grant or renewal of licences for the 
sale of beer, wine, and spirits, to be con- 
sumed off the premises,” presented by 
Mr. Robinson; supported by Mr. 
Maclean and Sir Maurice Levy; to be 
read a second time upon Tuesday, 13th 
October, and to be printed [Bill 348.] 


GROCERS’ 


SUPPLY [20TH ALLOoTTED Day] [281TH JULY}. 
Resolutions reported. 


CIVIL SERVICE ESTIMATES, 1908-9. 
Ciass II. 

l. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£31,450, be granted to His Majesty, to 
complete the sum necessary to defray the 
Charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 
3lst day of March, 1909, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Department of His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, including a Grant in Aid 
of certain Expenses connected with 
Emigration.” 


Cuass I. 


2.“ That a sum, not exceeding 
£608,168, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March, 1909, for 
Expenditure in respect of the Services 
included in Class I. of the Estimates for 

Civil Services, viz.: 


p 
l. Royal Palaces ° . 42.500 
2. Usborne - . : 7,300 
3. Royal Parks and P —— 

Gardens . : . 79,900 
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£ 

Houses of Parliament 
Buildings (including a 
Supplementary Sum of 

£5,000) - 37,000 

4A. Salisbury Memor ial 1,100 
5. Miscellaneous Legal 
Buildings, Great 

Britain . : - 48,000 


6. -Art andScience Buildings, 
Great Britain - - 
10. Surveys of the United 
Kingdom - - - 
11. Harbours under the 
Board of Trade - “ 32,840 


55,000 


116,815 


12. Peterhead Harbour 22.000 
14. Public Works and Build- 

ings, Lreland - - 134,259 
15. Railways, Ireland - 31,454 


£508,168 ” 


Cass II. 


“That a sum, not exceeding 
£1,145,045, be granted to His Majesty, 
to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst dav of March, 1909, for 
Expenditure in respect of the Services 
included in Class LI. of the Estimates for 
Civil Services, viz. :— 

£ 
15,956 
19,900 


1. House of Lords Offices 
House of Commons Offices 
3. Treasury and Subordinate 


Offices - - - - 62,917 
t, Home Office - 139,967 
7. Privy Couneil Office - 6,217 
8. Board of Trade . - 213,169 
9. Mercantile Marine Ser- 
vices - - - 80,347 
10. Bankruptey Department 
of the Board ot Trade - D 
ae Board or Avril ulture and 
Fisheries - . - 83,124 
12. Charity Commission - 15,308 
14. Exchequer and Audit 


Department 39,900 
15. Friendly Societies 

Ree vistry - - 
16. Local Government Board 
17. Lunacy Commission, 


5,319 
156,500 


England - - - 11,384 
20. Public Reeord Ottice - 14,820 
21. Public Works Loan 

Commission - - 2,507 
22. Registrar-General 's Ottlice, 

Engle und - . - 6,825 
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£ Ireland. 
24. Woods, Forests, and Land £ 
Revenues, &c., Office - 13,613 15. Law Charges and 
25, Works and Public Build- Criminal Prosecutions - 38,078 
____ings Office - : 53,693 16, Supreme Court of Judica- 
26. Secret Service - - 10,000 ture and other Legal 
‘ 4 Fhe 
ee Scotland. , Departments . - 60,446 
27. Secretary for Scotland's . 1%. Irish Land Commission - 160,978 
a Office ; : : : 11,600 18. County Court Officers, ete. 70,475 
=0. Fishery Board. arg > 14,998 19. Dublin ainiaithe taltiege 
29, Lunacy Commission - 3,901 Police - x i 36.632 
30. Registrar-General’s Office 3,063 | 90, Royal Irish Constabulary 739,902 
31. Local Government Board 11,592 | 91. Prisons - i 64.661 
21. ; 
itaai 22. Reformatory ond Indue- 
eee £ trial Schools - - 55,225 
' 23. D rimi i ic 
32. Household of Lord-Lieu- ie — “ene - 
tenant of Ireland 2,627 ee oe or Ss ee ae 
33. Chief Secretary for Ire- 21 @nk 760” 
L118: es 
land - - - 18,101 se waited 
35. Charitable —_— and 
Bequests Office - - 1,053 C: 
Lass IV. 
36. Local Government Board 52,616 
37. Public Record Office = 3,625 5. “That a sum, not exceeding 
38. Public Works Office 27,413 | £8,217,512, be granted to His Majesty, 
39, Registrar General’s Office 7,338 | to defray the Charge which will come in 
40. Valuation and Boundary | course of payment during the year ending 
Survey = ; = 15,147 | on the 31st day of March 1909, for Ex- 


£1,145,045 ” 


Cuass III. 


4. That a sum, not exceeding 


| penditure in respect of the Services in- 


cluded in Class IV. 


£1,685,768, be granted to His Majesty, | 
to defray the Charge which will come in | 


course of payment during the year ending | 
on the 31st day of March, 1909, for Ex- | 


penditure in respect of the Services 
included in Class III. of the Estimates 
for Civil Services, viz. :— 


£ 

1. Law Charges - - - 54,190 
2, Miscellaneous Legal Ex- 

penses - - 22,564 
3. Supreme Court of Sides 

ture - - - - 189,867 
4, Land Registry 2 21,750 
5. Public Trustee . - 1,500 
6. County Courts - . 3 
7. Police, England and 

Wales - - - - 24,858 

Scotland. 

11. Law Charges and Courts 

of Law - - - 51,316 
12. Register House, Edin- 

burgh - - . - 26,966 
13. Crofters Commission _ - 2,345 
14. Prisons - - - 60,790 


of the Estimates for 
Civil Services, viz. :— 


£ 
1. Board of Education - 6,594,150 
2. British Museum - 115,137 
3. National Gallery - 7,414 
4, National Portrait Gallery 2,621 
5. Wallace Collection - : 4,173 
6. Scientific Investigation, 
ete., United Kingdom 18,295 
7. Universities and Colleges, 
Great Britain, and In- 
termediate Education, 
Wales - - - - 146,800 
8. Public Education, Scot- 
land - . - - 1,198,557 
9. National Galleries, Scot- 
land - - - 2,497 
Ireland. 
£ 
10. Public Education (Supple- 
| mentary) - - 114,000 
| 11. Endowed Schools Com- 
missioners - - - 515 
12. National Gallery - 1,153 
13. Queen’s Colleges — - - 2,200 
£8,217,512 


pen 
Ht cluc 
Civ 


eo tor 


or 
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Crass V. | £ 

6. “That a sum, not exceeding 6. ——- —s bi 

£366,236, be granted to His Majesty, to | employed W orxmen Act, 





: : 905 — - . . ee 
7g defray the Charge which will come in | 7 ann ‘Di tee ae 
course of payment during the yearending| {* *° ee istress (Ireland) 5 
on the 31st day of March 1909, for Ex-| ®: Government Hospitality 5,000 
| 
iture in respec the Services in- | ee 
{ penditure in respect of Se | ane - 
~ cluded in Class V. of the Estimates for | £382,104 
15 Civil Services, viz. :— | —_—— 
£ | 
2 ]. Diplomatic and Consular Navy EsTIMATES, 1908-9. 
02 Services . - - $23,103 a ; 
5] 3, Telezraph Subsidies and 9. “That a sum, not exceeding 


Pacific Cable : _ 42133 | £5,562,700, be granted to His Majesty to 





5 4, Cyprus (Grant-in-aid) — - 1,000 | defray the Charge which will come in 
: _______ ‘| course of payment during the year ending 
29 £366,236 | on the 3lst day of March, 1909, for 
wee ; Expenditure in respect of the Navy 
no 1 Z Services, viz. :— 
58 Crass VI. 
~ 7 «That as t exceeding | . 
i. : at a sum, no F excee. ing 2. Victualling and Clothing 
£1,684,845, be granted to His Majesty, | Die than ane 2.986. 40 
sci alge? Rea” escinaggaee ac Tag : r the Navy - - 2,286,400 
to defray the Charge which will come in | 4 Mietiek Tae 13.900 
ing ‘ourse of payme ins wepde@lee! 6 ae ek - ; 
Ing J course of payment during the year ending | 6, Geleaiite Geaehes.. - 66,000 
sty, on the 3lst day of March 1909, for Ex- | ? tek Miesh ees... Sane 
’ In Jyenditure in respect of the Services in- | + Wis Snenanie ‘ - 048.700 
ling cluding in Class IV. of the Estimates for | 11. Miscellane “ Sinwitem 
Ex. dl Seevinns. via, = - Miscellaneous ective 
- a £ |, Admiralty Office | $70'300 
' . re 2. Admirality Office - - 370,2 
lor =f |. Superannuation and Re- | , y rit 
tired Allowances - - 375,022 | Lo a 
P . gee ? £5,562,700 
3. Hospital and Charities, : peed 
50 Ireland Fe ss - 110 | 
37 4, Savings Banks’ = and | 
14 Friendly Societies’ De- Army Estimates, 1908-9. 
9] ficiencies —- : - 109,713 ve , 
VE 3, Old-Age Pensions - - 1,200,000 | 10. That a sum, not exceeding 
: ‘sinceticiaadiene: ~ £13,505,100, be granted to His Majesty 
95 £1,684,845” | to defray the Charge which will come in 


| course of payment during the year ending 
; (on the 3lst day of March, 1909, for 
Crass VII. | Expenditure in respect of the Army 


300 & “That a sum, not exceeding | Services, including Army (Ordnance 
£382,104, be granted to His Majesty to | Factories), viz. :— 
57 lefray the Charge which will come in | £ 
ourse of payment during the year! 9 Medical Establishment 
i nding on the 31st day of March, | ev fe. <« -« - 45 
‘ 909, for Expenditure in receipt of the| 4 Pin. ee Forces - _9 prey 
° ° y | ’ an - ’ 
ervices included in Class VII. of the | 5. Establishments for Mili- 
Stimates for Civil Services, viz. : -— | tary Education - - 142,000 
| 6. Quartering, Transport, 
100 = £ . | and Remounts . - 1,839,000 
1, Temporary Commissions 25,000 | 7. Supplies and Clothing - 3,912,000 
15 2. Miscellaneous Expenses 7,867 | 8. Ordnance Department 
53 3, Repayments to the Local a4 Establishments and 
200 Loans Fund - - 4,404 | General Stores i 498,000 
: 4. Treland Development Grant 85,342 | 9. Armaments and Engineer 
12 5. Repayments to the Civil Stores - - - 1,490,000 


Contingencies Fund - 41,491 | 10. Works and Buildings - 2,515,000 
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£ distinction between different Ministers 


11. Miscellaneous Effective 


Services - - 73,000 

12. War Office and Army Accounts 
Department —- - 580,000 
Ordnance Factories — - 100 
£13,505,100 


REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 
1908-9 

ll. “That a sum, not exceeding 
£11,821,531, be granted to His Majesty, 
to complete the sum necessary to defray 
the Charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1909, for the Salaries 


and Expenses of the Post Office, including | 


Telegraphs, and Telephones.” 


First two Resolutions read a second 


time, and postponed. 
Third Resolution read a second time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution.” 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) said 
he desired to address to the President of 
the Local Government Board 
three questions, not in any unfriendly 
spirit, but partly because there was a 
general desire that some information 
should be conveyed to the country, and 


two or 


partly because he desired to press on his ' 


attention what he believed to be a very 
desirable question. He first desired to 
ask in what stage was the consideration 
of the status of the Local Government 
Board, the Board of Trade, and the Board 
of Agriculture. From what took place 
earlier in the session, many of them were 
in hopes that before now it would have 
been possible for the Government to 
announce their decision to raise the status 
of these Departments, and the position of 
the occupants of these offices, and to 
bring them into nearer, if nct complete, 
equality with other great Departments of 
the State. This was a question which 
aroused a great deal of interest amongst 
local authorities throughout the country. 
He was certainly among the last persons 
in that House to attach any undue im- 
portance to status and to distinction of 
title, or to salary, but any common-sense 
person must realise that if they made a 


‘occupants of the offices. 


| but to their offices. 


people outside would call for the reasons 
of that distinction, and would draw from 
the fact inferences which were not always 
satisfactory or gratifying to the existing 
There was, he 
thought, a general consensus of opinion 
at the time to which he had referred 
that the Departments ought now to 
be raised, and he ventured to say 
then that he hoped the Government 
would deal with the question, which was 
not a very difficult one, and that they 
would deal also with the redistribution of 
the duties as between the Home Office 
and the Local Government Board, for 
instance, and he expressed the earnest 
hope that the present occupants of the 
offices concerned would not feel themselves 
bound, by a sense of false modesty, if he 
might say so, to refuse themselves a 
distinction which was given, not to them, 
In this particular 
case, he gladly repeated in the House 
what he had said outside, viz., that, 
politics apart, he was glad to testify to 
the courage, ability, and independence 
with which the present President of the 
Local Government Board had discharged 
his duties. Asan old President of that 
Department he would rejoice to see that 
Department raised, and he would be glad 
indeed that the first occupant of the office 
in its improved conditions should be the 
right hon. Gentleman who now presided 
over the Local Government Board. He 
was convinced that anyone who followed 
the working of that House would find 
that the Local Government Board was 
one of the most important offices in the 
State. It was concerned not only with 
those great questions which affected the 
well-being of the poorer classes, the ad- 
ministration of the Poor Law, and other 
cognate subjects, but also with the public 
health of the country ; and any Department 
charged, as that was charged, with the 
supervision of public health, although it was 
true that the Local Government Board 
had no very great control over the work 
done by the subordinate local health 
bodies, had immense power and influence 
which could be well exercised in the 
direction of good government, and he 
believed it had been so exercised without 
interruption, whatever might have been 
the politics of the presiding Minister for 
the time being. If anyone were to eX- 
amine the work done by the chiet 
permanent officials or the subordinate 
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permanent officials of the Local Govern- 
went Board, they would find it at least 
equal to that of any other department in 
the State and considerably heavier than 
that of some Departments. He would be 
very glad to hear that the inquiry had 
reached a conclusion and that the 
Government would be prepared before 
yery long to announce their decision 
on the question. There was some dis- 
cussion in the House on the previous day, 
or between three in the afternoon and 
breakfast-time, with regard to the Motor 
Car Act, and he wanted to offer asugges 
tion to the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. It wasidle to pretend that 
they were going by legislation or by 
regulations, or by speeches, to interfere 
with the rapid development of motor 
traffic in this country. Whether they 
liked it or not, it had come to stay, and 
it was a very impertant factor in all 
business at the present moment. There 


could be no doubt that motors as at 
present used, whether the motors oi 
luxury or of business, constituted in 


many cases not only a great discomfort 
to the public, but a source of danger, 
ud he believed that a great deal might 
check that if the Local 
Government Board, in conjunction with 
the Home Office, would issue instructions 
tothe police. When the Motor Car Bill 
Was passing through the House, he was re- 
sponsible for it in its original form, and it 
included no limitation in regard to speed. 
That limitation was imposed on the then 
Government against his wishes, and 
against the wishes, he thought, of most of 
his party, but it was the manifest opinion 
of the House at that time, and to that 
opinion they bowed, as they were bound 
to do and, he thought, as they were justi- 
fiedin doing. But he had never changed 
his opinion, and he had been a close ob- 
server in London, in some of the large 
towns, and in the country, of the effect 
of that Act on motor traflic. If the House 
then had been content to rely on Section 
] of that Act they would not have thrown 
on the police the duty they now had to 
perform of everlastingly trying to arrive 
at the pace of motors, instead of asking 
themselves the simple question of whether 
the driver of the vehicle was driving to the 
public danger or not. Under Section 1 
there were ample powers, and he did not 
hesitate to say that the pace at which a 
car was proceeding had very little to do 


he done to 
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with the possible results in regard to the | 


Supply. 


public. The pace at which it was going, 
say on Salisbury Plain, might be 


sixty miles an hour without the smallest 
danger to the public, but in a town four 
miles an hour might be as dangerous as 
twenty-five or thirty elsewhere. At present 
the whole attention of the police was con- 
centrated on the speed at which the 
vehicle was proceeding, their efforts being 
devoted to proving that the man was going 
beyond the statutory limit of twenty 
miles an hour, and that had led to what 
he regarded as a most undesirable practice, 
known as the police trap, which was con- 
trary to British methods. They did not 
lay traps for evil-doers ; they took them 
openly and fairly, and they knew from 
experience that if they said it was in the 
interests of justice to lay traps they 
brought as a consequence similar action 
on the part of those they were trying 


to trap, in order to avoid detection. 
In this country we had a system 
which was absolutely ridiculous. The 


roads were covered with men who acted 
as scouts, whose duty it was to warn the 
driver of a motor car that there was a 


police trapin the neighbourhood. Some- 
times they succeeded, and sometimes 


they failed, but the consequence was that 
they had motor policemen trying to 
catch the driver and motor scouts warning 
the driver that the motor policeman was 
near. Could there be anything more 
ridiculous and more calculated to destroy 


the foundation of justice? If the 
police, instead of being occupied in 


this stupid practice, this waste of time 
and of public money, were engaged on 
their ordinary road patrol, and were 
advised by the Local Government Board 
and the Home Office that their duty 
was to protect the safety of the public, 
and that they would be supported if they 
summoned the drivers for driving to the 
public danger, regardless of the pace at 
which they were going, he ventured to 
say the Motor Car Act would be much 
more effective than it was now. He 
believed that until the Government 
Departments took action in the matter 
the police would not abandon the practice 
of looking to the pace rather than to the 
effect of what the man was doing. If 
the Local Gevernment Board and the 
Home Office would work together and 
send a letter to the local authorities, 
calling the attention of the joint com- 
mittee and chief constables to the faci 
that there was throughout the country a 
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strong sense of injustice to the community 
at large by the dangerous use of motors 
and that they could check it by the full 
exercise of the powers in Section 1 of the 


Act, he believed that a great improve- | 


ment would ensue. There was another 
suggestion he had to make to the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board. 
Under the Motor Act the local authorities 
were charged with the duty of posting 
on their roads at certain places signboards 
indicating that there was danger on 
account of some sharp turn or for some 
other reason, and that the speed of the 
motor ought to be reduced. It was quite 
obvious that they could not go outside 
that clear definition to a large extent ; 
but he ventured to suggest that the 
right hon. Gentleman might in con- 
junction with the Home Office issue a 
circular to the local authorities saying 
that they would be well advised to put 
up signposts on the roads at places where 
there was no danger on account of the 
state of the road, but where, owing to a 
cluster of cottages occupied by the 
peasantry, the dust raised by the motors 
caused a nuisance. At present the dust 
raised by motors on many roads was so 
abominable that life in the cottages 
became impossible. It might be said that 
this was a class suggestion. 


It was quite true that the dust was as 
great a nuisance to a big house as toa 
small house, but it must be remembered 
that the big house was generally some 
distance off the road, while the cottages 
were generally right alongside the road. 
His suggestion applied to where there 
were two or three cottages, or a cluster, 
or asmall hamlet. All those who lived 
in the country knew the infinite love 
which many cottagers had for their 
gardens and the great amount of labour 
they bestowed on them, and what a 
beautiful feature those gardens were 
in the country landscape. The gardens 


which lay alongside the road were too | 


often smothered in dust raised by 
motors, and their most beautiful flowers 
came to naught. He had had an experi- 


ment made of instructing the motor driver | 


to drive at a reduced speed past cottages 
of that kind, with the result that the dust 
raised was practically nil. That implied, 
of course, that the motor should be driven 
at a reduced speed for 300 or 400 yards ; 
but what on earth did that matter to the 
driver? They all liked to go fast—he knew 


Mr. Walter Long. 
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He did not | 


care in the least for that kind of criticism. | 
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| that he did when he was ina hurry—with 
safety ; but surely when travelling on the 
public roads of the country which were 
intended for vehicles drawn by horses, for 
equestrians and for foot passengers, and 
were also the necessary places for so many 
iwelling places of poor people, they should 
| not be used like railway lines, but with 
| some regard for the safety of the public 
and the general convenience and comfort 
of the people living alongside. He believed 
\that the issue of some such circular 
suggestion as he had made by the two 
Government Departments would have 
much effect on the local authorities, that 
it would lessen the dangerous use of motors, 
and also that the hostility to motors now 
existing would disappear. There was 
another subject to which he wished to 
direct attention. It was one of the most 
important which the House of Commons 
could be called upon @o consider in regard 
to the administration of Acts relating to 
public health, When he was at the 
Local Government Board he was intensely 
interested in the discovery made by Pro- 
fessor Koch with regard to tuberculosis, 
He thought that that threw a wonderful 
new light on certain diseases. Though 
Dr. Koch was so confident that his first 
discovery justified his greater conclusion, 
that eminent scientist went on to hold 
that it must not necessarily be assumed 
that the tuberculosis which was developed 
in the lower animals became a danger 
to man. It was that theory which 
induced him to appoint the Tuberculosis 


| Commission, and that was the first 
itield of investigation which the Com- 
mission were asked to cover. The 


|Commission had now been six years in 
| existence, and he ventured to say that 
anyone who had followed their work, 
even in the most elementary manner, 
must admit that their labours had been 
of enormous benefit to the country. 
Already the knowledge possessed by the 
country with reference to tuberculosis 
was of immense value and the proper 
use of that knowledge had led to the 
prolongation of human life. It had also 
disposed effectually of Koch’s theory 
that there was no danger of the trans- 
mission of tuberculosis from the lower 
animals to man. There were rumours 
that the labours of that Commission 
could no longer be justly continued. 
He might pay a passing tribute, honest 
and sincere, to the work done on that 
‘Commission by Sir W. H. Power, who 
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had had an honour conferred upon him | ledge had yet to be attained by investiga- 


by His Majesty in recognition of his 


scientific attainments. It was impossible | 


to exaggerate the value of the work he 
did or the energy and devotion with 
which he laboured on this and other 
subjects. At the time of the appoint- 
ment of the Commission, he had the 
same difficulty which every Minister 
had to face. He had to go to the 
Treasury to get the necessary money 
for the expenses of the Commission. 
The Treasury was not very much 
different then from what it was now. 
He had heard hard things said about 
the Treasury in that regard, but he must 
confess he had always found them very 
ready to listen to what he had to say 
and to do what they could in the way 
of giving a share of the funds at their 
disposal. But they were the guardians 
of the public purse and had to cut down 
expenditure as much as they could. 
There were some characters in this 
country of which they could not be 
too proud—namely, those good people 
who, when public money failed, came 
forward with some generous provision 
for carrying on a good purpose. In this 
case the Treasury found the money, but 
he had to find a suitable place in which 
the Commission could carry on_ its 
investigations. Sir James Blyth, now 
Lord Blyth, came to his assistance, ancl 
the Department were able to provide 
the necessary farm where the experi 
ments were conducted. This entailed 
loss to Lord Blyth, but it had been borne 
out of a generous desire to serve the 
public. It was impossible to ignore the 
fact that even with that co-operation 
the labours of the Commission could not 
end with inquiry into one subject. It 
was no doubt true that scientific 
opinion did not now dispute the conclu- 
sions at which the Commission had 
arrived. Dr. Koch’s theory of the non- 
susceptibility of man to tuberculosis 


from the lower animals had been | 


entirely disproved. It was now ad- 
mitted that there was a danger of man 
heing infected by disease from the lower 
animals. Buta good deal more had yet 
to be done in that regard. He knew 
little or nothing of the degree of risk to 


he run, either through milk or meat. | 
He knew little of how that risk was | 


to be dealt with, Everybody acquainted 
with the conditions of an ordinary farm 
must know that a great deal more know- 


tions made in the interests of the public 
at large. He earnestly hoped that the 
Government would not check these in- 
quiries. Apart from the question of milk 
and meat, there was another subject which 
required investigation, namely, how far it 
was safe to allow tuberculous cows to be 
retained in dairies for ordinary purposes. 
A good deal had to be done in that 
direction, partly because our knowledge 
on the subject had not been brought 
to a sufficiently high level, and partly 
owing to the fact that however much 
we knew of the application of the laws 
of health, the more accurate knowledge 
we could get the easier it would be to 
secure a proper administration of those 
laws. A great part of the difficulties 
that had arisen between the Local 
Government Board who were the pioneers 
in sanitary knowledge, and the Board of 
Agriculture and the local authorities, was 
that they were not all equally fortified 
with the results ofscientific investigations. 
He hoped that nothing would be done 
to stay the progress of these investiga- 
tions which were of the utmost im- 
portance to the lives of the people of 
this country. He did not say that it 
was absolutely necessary to continue the 
Commission as it was now constituted. 
He knew that Lord Blyth, whose heart 
was in this work, would make almost 
any sacrifice to continue the investiga- 
tions, and if the present system was not 
altogether satisfactory — he had no 
authority to speak in Lord Blyth’s name, 
but he believed his Lordship would be 
ready to meet the Government more 
than half-way if they had any sugges- 
tions to make. He repeated that this was 
a question above all others; at any rate, 
none was more important. It was a ques- 
tion vitally affecting the poorer classes of the 
country. The growth of the tuberculous 
diseases had heen very serious. He did 
not know whether it was an actual 
growth, or whether it was owing to the 
fact that we knew more about them, and 
that their existence was made more 
public than formerly, but wherever one 
went, and asked the doctors what was the 
prevailing difficulty they had to meet, 
the answer was that it was tuberculous 
disease. Its effects were bad ; it caused 
fearful suffering, and it frequently ended 
in death. The rich could surround 
themselves with every precaution; they 
could avail themselves of every possible 
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remedy ; but in the case of the poor that 
was impossible. They could not secure 
the separation which was essential in that 
kind of disease. The House would agree 
with him that only fifteen or sixteen 
years ago it was believed, not only by 
uninformed laymen, but by the medical 
profession, that tuberculous diseases were 
hereditary and not infectious. But it was 
now known beyond dispute, and he 
believed that no eminent scientist would 
deny it, that these diseases were com- 
municable by individuals, and were not 
hereditary, except in this sense, that where 
an individual was affected with tuberculous 
disease—for instance a mother, the infant 
child which slept with her and breathed 
the same atmosphere as she, the unfor- 
tunate, suffering parent, might become 
infected, though it had not the disease 
hereditarily. Tf this fact was not known 
fifteen or sixteen years ago, so far as 
scientific knowledge went, how much 
more might they not possibly learn by 
patient investigation about this, one of 
the most terrible scourges of the human 
race? The total cost of the Com- 
mission was about £5,000 a_ year. 
He was the last to look upon that as a 
small or contemptible sum ; he recognised 
that it was a considerable sum ; but even 
if the amount were only £500, he held 
that not one penny of it should be spent 
save wisely, carefully, and in the public 
interest. But the £5,000 spent in continu- 
ing these investigations was money well 
spent in the interests of the people at 
large. A disease of this peculiar character 
affected not only one or two members of 
the family, but the whole of it, the 
mother and half-a-dozen children, who 
might become helpless members of society, 
unable to maintain themselves, unable to 
do their duty as citizens—a curse laid 
upon them, a curse which Parliament 
might help to remove. With the aid of 
science, which, in its turn, would lead to 
better administration, they might be able 
to reduce the disease to infinitesimal pro- 
portions. It was because he believed this 
to be no dream, but a practical work, 
which, if only smiled upon those in 
authority, might be carried on with 
immense advantage to the community, 
that he earnestly urged the Government 
to press on the work of investigation, at 
all events for a year or two more, in the 
hope that they might add to their store 
of knowledge, and in the belief that they 
would be doing something real and sub- 


Mr. Walter Long. 
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stantial in the interests of the health of 
the community at large, especially of its 
poorer classes. 


*Mr. HERBERT (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe) said he had listened, as he 
presumed other Members had done, with 
great satisfaction to the greater part of 
the observations of the right hon. Gentle. 
man in regard to motor car traffic. The 
right hon. Gentleman was thoroughly 
well acquainted with the conditions of 
country life, and he was sure that all 
dwellers in the country owed him a deep 
debt of gratitude for raising the question 
in such a courageous way. He would 
press upon the President of the Local 
Government Board the view that the 
time had indeed arrived when he ought 
to take action in the direction pointed 
out by the right hon. Gentleman. He 
quite agreed that motor tratlic was very 
useful, he had no desire to suppress it 
or interfere with it unduly. But it had 
heen, and was being increasingly abused. 
The roads of this country were not suit- 
able for express trains. As the repre- 
sentative of a country constituency which 
suffered very largely from the abuses of 
this traffic, he urged the President of the 
Local Government Board to exercise the 
undoubted powers which he possessed. 
He hoped the authorities of the Motor 
Union and kindred associations would 
note the declaration made on the author- 
itv of the right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for South Dublin, who thoroughly 
knew the conditions of the case in the 
country, that something which — had 
always been denied on behalf of the 
motor interest, namely, that scouts were 
used to defeat the police, was the fact, 
and that the function of scouts was to 
act as conspirators to circumvent the 


_police in the discharge of their duty. 


The right hon. Gentleman had said, on 
his great authority, that his experience 
showed him that this was absolutely true. 
He hoped that this observation would be 
taken note of by the motor authorities. 
He quite agreed that something might be 
done upon the lines of the regulations 
which had been pointed out by the right 
hon. Gentleman. But there was an obli- 


_gation upon the President of the Local 


Government Board to do something much 
more than that. The situation was very 
simple. Parliament in its wisdom had 
thought it right to lav down in the Motor 
Car Act of 1903 that no person should 
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under any circumstances drive a motor | by means of a regulation that no car 
upon the public highway at a greater speed | which was geared—for it was not the 
than twenty miles an hour. Anybody | question of power but the question of 
who knew anything about the conditions | gearing—to go ata greater pace on the 
of country life knew that there was not | level than twenty miles an hour should 
one motorist in a hundred who paid any | be allowed to be registered or receive a 
attention to that limit. There was not | licence from the county council. Why 
one motorist in a hundred who had the | had the Local Government Board up to 
slightest intention of paying any regard | now failed to fulfil this duty? It was a 
to it; and it was idle in face of the} duty clearly imposed upon it by the Act 
experience we had had to suggest that|of Parliament. There was a_ speed- 
the police could enforce that statutory | limit clearly laid down, and _ the 
obligation, and still more idle to suggest | duty was laid on the Local Government 
that they could enforce the conditions of | Board to see that the provisions of the 
Clause I. of the Motor Car Act against | Act of Parliament were carried out. 
driving to the danger of the public if | They had never had any explanation from 
the speed-limit were taken away. | the Department as to why it had entirely 
Therefore, although he thought that the | failed to exercise its powers in this 
regulations suggested by the right hon. | respect. He hoped that the right hon. 
Gentleman would be very useful as far| Gentleman whom they now saw with 
as they went, he hoped that the regula-| great satisfaction occupying the post of 
tions would be made within the maximum | President of the Local Government Board 
speed-limit of twenty miles an hour, and | would not be comforted by the thought 
that their operation would be to reduce | that people, when in future they were 
thelimit below twenty miles,and not below | covered with dust raised by a motor car 
fifty or sixty miles, which was the present | going at excessive speed, might reflect 
limit. | that it was due to his failure to carry out 
his duty, or that, when children were run 
Mr. WALTER LONG said he had | down, as they were very frequently in the 
perhaps not made himself clear. What | villages of his constituency, and when his 
he meant was that in addition to the | constituents were knocked over in large 
powers given to local authorities, it | numbers in those villages, every one of 
should be made plain that their first | them would be able to call down curses 
duty was to check driving, at whatever | on his head because of the failure of his 
speed, when there was ground for saying | Department to perform its duty, and to 
that it was dangerous to the public.| make it absolutely certain that no car 
That should be done without any regard | should go more than twenty miles an hour. 
to speed at all, For these reasons he supported what had 
been said by the right hon. Gentleman 
*\Mr. HERBERT said the right hon. | opposite, and he hoped the President of 
Gentleman seemed to be more in accord | the Local Government Board would see to 
with him than he had thought. He| it that the regulations were made and 
wanted to take this other point, namely, carried out. 
that the Local Government Board ought ‘ 
to fullila duty in the matter which it had Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland), 
hitherto entirely failed to carry out. The in reference to motor traffic, desired to 
duty was imposed upon the Department by | Support the hon. Member for the 
Parliament of seeing that the speed-limit W yeombe Division in urging that some- 
of twenty miles was, in fact, carried out. | thing should be done and done quickly. 
How could they do that ? The Local It was very unfair that the inhabitants of 
Government Board was given express villages should be endangered, and that 
powers under the Locomotives (Highways) | the inside! of houses alongside the road- 
Act, 1896, and under the Motor Car Act, | Ways should be filled with dust raised 
to see that it was done. It was given | by motor traffic. If some of those who 
powers to make regulations as to the con- | owned motor cars were compelled to 
struction of a car, its registration, and the | live in roadside residences, or in the 
particulars to be furnished before it was | villages by the wayside, they would 
allowed to be on the roads, and there-| soon have a demand for early and 
fore it was perfectly easy for the Local | vigorous legislation for the reduction 
Government Board to carry out its duties | of the existing motor nuisance on the 
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highways. Again, in regard ta the, 
question of speed, during the last year | 
or two there had been some very dis- | 
graceful cases of fully-grown adults | 
having been knocked down on _ the | 


highway and left there to die, .the 
motorist passing on without giving the 
least assistance or taking the least notice. 
When men of that character drove motor 
cars it was time for the law to step 
in to prevent such occurrences. He 
had not himself seen anyone knocked 


down, but he had witnessed the running | 


over of several very fine dogs, valued by 


{COMMONS} 


their owners, without the drivers paying | 


the least attention. If that was to be the 


standard of conduct on the highways | 


then he endorsed all that had been said. 
He wished to call attention to the ques- 
tion of the milk supply and tuberculosis. 
Milk seemed to be a source of disease in 
this country. According to his informa- 
tion there could be no question that 
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respectable unemployed worker who had 
turned out before six o‘clock in the 
morning to go the round of the workshops 
in search of work, and repeating the 
process at nine o’clock in the morning to 
see whether at breakfast time there 


| was any possibility of obtaining a job, 


He returned home depressed and sad, 
with the same sorrowful story to tell his 
wife and children—no work, no money, 
the cupboard empty. It was indeed 
a sad spectacle. And, let it be noted, 
there were thousands of these fe- 
spectable workers out of employment 
to-day. There were 500,000 of these 
men, putting it at the lowest, who, if 
they had the opportunity, were ready 
to do an honest day’s work for an 


| honest day’s pay, instead of having 
| to depend upon the Poor Law. It 


might be urged by the right hon. 
Gentleman that it was quite sufficient 


| to take the experience of the two previous 
medical experts regarded the milk supply 


as a source from which this disease | 
spread. He asked the President of the | 
Local Government Board whether it 


was not a fact that on 5th March two 
private Bills with clauses to give powers 
for the better regulation of the milk 
supply had been promoted by one of the 
hon. members for Lancashire, and by the 
the hon. 


and that right 


years, inasmuch as they were only going 
to have another £200,000 in order to 
meet the distress arising from unem- 
ployment. So far as he was concerned 
he would be sadly disappointed if 
that was to be the only provision to 
deal with distress from unemployment 
during the coming winter. In reading 


|the newspaper yesterday he saw that 
hon. Members for Blackburn and Widnes, | 


Gentleman | 


had opposed them and promised to} 


bring in a Government Bill to deal 
with the question. On 5th May he 
said the Bill was being prepared. Why 
was it that the measure was still in a state 
of preparation? There could be 
doubt that the right hon. Gentleman 
himself admitted the importance of the 
question. Children were being sacrificed 
to an enormous extent, doubtless owing 
to the spread of disease through the 
milk supply; therefore, he appealed to 
the right hon. Gentleman to press the 
matter forward in order that legislation 
might be passed at an early date with a 
view to grappling with the question. 
Another question, and to his mind the 


no | 


| twelve months ago. 


most important of the questions occupy- | 


ing the attention of Members, was the 


There could be no sight more sad than 

that of an unemployed worker seeking 

employment. During the past year 

he had seen, not once but often, some 
Mr. Summerbell, 


the Local Government Board inspector 
had been visiting Sunderland, and had 
remarked that the distress due to un- 
employment there was less at present 
than it had been some time ago. He 
could only say that the number of men 
registered \ the local distress com- 
mittee last month was greater than in 
the corresponding month last year, and 
that the general indications showed that 
the distress was more keen than it was 
The man who had 
aved something had got to the end of 
resources, and had to part 
with pieces of furniture and other articles 
in order that he might carry on a little 
longer. Only a fortnight ago there was 
the case of an unemployed worker. which 
he put with all seriousness to Members 
of that House. The unemployed had 


by 


: mall 
nis small 


| their sympathy, but some persons were 
administration of the Unemployed Act. | 


apt to look upon them as men who were 
not prepared to work even if they had 
the opportunity. Let them take the par- 
ticular case which had occurred a fort- 
night ago. There they had an instance 
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of a worker who had been unemployed 
for months. He got up at four o’clock 
in the morning to seek work. There 
was only a crust of bread in the house, 
and that he left for the children. He 
walked several miles, and gathered a 
sack of coals. He turned towards his 
home, carrying his load, and dropped by 
the wayside, where he died from sheer 
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certainly its tone, to his mind, was 
not of that sympathetic character which 
one would have expected from the 
right hon. Gentleman, especially when 
one carried one’s mind back to times 
gone by. Of course, he knew that the 
right hon. Gentleman felt just as keenly 
about the unemployment problem as 
they did themselves, and understood 








starvation. A spectacle of that kind |it just as well. Therefore, the tone and 
in a wealthy country like England, with | character of the letter were not such as 
its boasted Christianity, certainly ought | they expected, particularly after the 


not to be possible. The right hon. | statement made by the right hon. 
Gentleman turned round to him and| Gentleman two years ago. Here was 





said—‘* Of course, he could have got | the letter 
Poor Law relief.” He could only reply | 
that the workhouses of the district were | sidised industry 
full to overflowing, and it was not always | ? 
such an easy matter to get Poor Law | That bsg hardly a respectful way in 
relief as some people imagined. A large | which to speak of it— 

number of men—and in this he had 
the greatest possible sympathy with 
to | He thought from the tone of that com- 


**T am sure you do not wish that your sub- 





‘* Should be used to ruin the local gardeners, 
| who have their own battle to fight.” 


them—had a great repugnance “pjaie 
seeking Poor Law relief. and a. stil] | munication that at all events Hollesley 


greater repugnance to entering the work- Bay was not getting that opportunity 
house. They were the best of the un-|t® do its best which had been indicated 
employed workers who took up that | by the tight hon. Gentleman two years 
position. So far as his information | 28° To his mind the case as 
went, the outlook for next winter was | regarded Hollesley Bay had never been 
very sad indeed. and the £200.000 thev | fairly put before the House. He himself 
were to get would not in any way meet looked upon it as a genuine attempt to 
the demands of the distress committees | 5°* the unemployed worker upon his legs 
in the various towns of the country to | #24 to make a man of him. In tackling 
provide for the unemployed. He. re- the unemployed problem this would 
membered that two years ago the right have to be taken into serious considera- 
hon. Gentleman had said that— . tion. The idea in promoting Hollesley 
| Bay was to acquire land with a view to 
and that he intended it to go on with a view to | placing men upon it permanently, What 
its fair trial in order to see whether they were | Was the position? A man could not 
justified in leaving it to time to ascertain stay at Hollesley Bay longer than six- 
rh i wa suo meal ait | oon weeks, in which petiod he was to 
hoped to be able to go into this ientien déiing | learn fruit-growing, or dairy farming, me 
the next two or three months and see what could | Whatever the branch might be. At 
be done to distinguish between the criminal| the end of the sixteen weeks he must 
apne tr wl wren honest labourer | walk and make room for another. The 

. — instruction given him was thrown away. 
But he did not think that these experi- | They had applied to the Local Govern- 
ments in regard to unemployment had ment Board for permission to acquire 
received a fair trial. He did not think | several acres of land to which to transfer 
that they had been allowed that freedom | these men—a scheme to which the 
which they might have had to deal with | Government were 


“ Hollesley Bay Colony was an experiment, 


favourable in view 
the unemployed in the manner in which | of their Small Holdings Act; but the 


those who sat on the Labour benches! Local Government Board had stepped 
would like to see them dealt with. Hein and said “ No.” For sixteen weeks 
had in his possession a copy of the| a man at Hollesley Bay was taught, fed, 
correspondence which had taken place| and brought into an efficient condition 
between the Hollesley Bay managers! to do work. That was time wasted, and 
and the Local Government Board, and) the money spent ought not to be placed 


3G 2 
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against Hollesley Bay,so far asa beneficial 
return was concerned. Let them take a | 
part he knew well, where the scheme 
had been carried out through the agency 
of the Local Government Board, and 
what applied in that case applied to 
almost every case in the land. They | 
took a man who had been out of 
work for six or nine months, and | 
who was, from privation, physically unfit | 
to do a hard day’s work. Probably | 
he had livedon tea and bread, They put | 
that man toa hard labourer’s job with pick 
or shovel, and because he collapsed and | 
was unable to do the work that an 
ordinary, well-fed labourer would do, 
they said the experiments with regard 
‘o unemployment were a failure, and this 
was urged as an excuse for not continuing | 
them. They would have to look at the | 
unemployed problem from an altogether 
different standpoint. They would have 
io recognise that in eight cases out of 
ten the unemployed worker was physically 
run down, and that he should. be nursed 
for a week or a fortnight before they 
could expect him to do the work neces: | 
‘ary to provide the satisfactory results 
required by some Members of the House. | 
When the right hon. Gentleman said he | 
would give them 50 per cent. more to | 
make up any deficiency, that was | 
‘ot altogether satisfactory so far as 
Cealing with this problem generally was | 
concerned. He wanted the right 
‘on. Gentleman to give a lead, and to | 
Ceal with the unemployment problem | 
‘rom the standpoint he had indicated. | 
So far as he had been able to tell from the | 
financial standpoint and from the general | 
result in regard te labour, there was every | 
reason to be pleased at the results | 


at Hollesley Bay; all that was) 
wanted was a little more generous | 
consideration by the Local Govern- 


ment Board, and he felt sure that if they 
would give it, Hollesley Bay would be 
hefore long an example of what might | 
result from a somewhat generous treat- 
ment of the unemployed. He knew | 
the statement was made that they were 
competing against local gardeners, and 
so forth, but the correspondence indicated 
that they were quite prepared for the 
Local Government Board to inspect the 
hooks and go fully inte the matter, and 
they defied them to prove that they had 
competed with local gardeners or anyone 


Mr. Summerbell. 
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| thing like £1 Os. 7d per head. 
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else to their detriment. That being so, 
unless the Local Government Board 


were prepared to accept the invitation 


and go down to prove what they asserted, 
|they ought not to continue to make the 
|assertion. In regard to cost, he had figures 


which went to demonstrate that to main- 
tain in that colony 1,597 persons for over 
twelve weeks, the cost worked out at some- 
He knew 
it had been contended that it was consider- 
ably more, but he contended that the 


| charges put forward by the President of 


the Local Government Board in regard to 
the upkeep of the place ought not to be 
included. If it was treated on fair and 
proper lines that was something like 
the sum which went to keep a man and his 
familv of five. It cost 14s. a week now 
in London to keep a pauper, and he 
was only a pauper at the end of the 


year. He had given no_ beneficial 
result to the nation. If they viewed 
it from the standpoint that they 


had to keep a man and his family at the 
rate of 14s. a week each, and they could 
get the result he had indicated at Holles- 
ley Bay by the employment of un- 
employed labour at a cost of a little over 
£1, it was certainly to the benefit of 
the nation that they should spend the 
money in that direction rather than that 
they should continue to waste it on 
Poor Law administration, He hoped 


' the right hon. Gentleman would give fair 


consideration and a fair trial to Hollesley 
Bay and allow the promoters of the 
experiment to demonstrate what might 
be done with the unemployed, and that he 
would be able to tell them that in addition 
to the £200,000 that he set aside for dealing 
with unemployment during the coming 
winter, legislation would be promoted 
which would indicate that they were 
beginning to view this question of un- 
employment in the light in which it 
ougnt to be viewed, and that there 
was some prospect of something like 
a permanent settlement of the question. 
He could not imagine that Members 
were prepared to continue spending the 
money they were spending in useless 
and temporary experiments. Instead 
of that he asked that they should en- 
deavour to give the unemployed worker 
some security in regard to employment 
and give him some heart in his work. 
If they did that the results would be 
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different and they would have more | they got from these calves was full of dan- 


satisfaction. 


| 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) : | 


sail he wished to say a few words in 
regard to tuberculosis in cows. The 


quasi-scientific experiments which were | 


made were altogether useless for the 


purpose of demonstrating that there | 


was any danger to human beings from 
the consumption of the milk of tuber- 
culous cows. 


animals fuil of it, and when the 
little animals had been ill they said 
they had transmitted tubercle from a 
human being to an animal, and, there- 
fore, they were able to transmit tubercle 
from an animal to a human being. 
that was no proof at all. 
greatest possible mistake. 
a large demonstration such as was to 


They had taken the spittle | 
of tuberculous persons and stuffed little | 


But | 
It was the | 
If they took 


be got every day they found the reverse. | 


They had cases where children and other 
people consumed as much milk as they 
wanted, and to a great extent there was 
comparative freedom from disease of 
that kind. In the East End of London 


where milk was very sparsely consumed, | 
and where 3d. a day was considered a | 


large expenditure on milk, there was 
a great deal of tubercle. There was 
no proof of connection between tuber- 
culous milk and consumption at all. 
He had read most carefully all the 
information he could get on the subject, 
and he failed to see any connection. 
In regard to the question of the vaccine 
matter as supplied by the Local Goveria- 
ment Board, they were continually 
having cases of children being killed 
by putting vaccine matter into the 
skin and so into the blood; then the 
Local Government Board sent down an 
inspector who made a secret inquiry 
and a secret report which was not shown 
to Members, and on the evidence of 
the secret report they made accusa- 
tions against the mother as to her treat- 
ment of the child, and said it was from 
the smells of her back yard that the child 
died,although the doctor who had attended 
the case from beginning to end had certi- 
fied that death was due to vaccination. 
It was really monstrous that the public 
should be fobbed off with secret reports 
in cases of this sort. Everyone who had 
studied the question knew that the stuff 








| gerous germs. 


The reports of the Local 
Government Board medical men said that 
it was possible to mitigate the poisonous 
effect of these dangerous germs, but it 
was not done. They put the stuff into 
the child and the child got very ill and 
died, and then they said it was due to 
want of care after vaccination. It 
appeared then that vaccination was an 
operation which required the care of a 
trained nurse and the constant attention 
of a medical man every day, because if 
there happened to be a dirty back yard 
and anybody came from it into the room 
where the baby was, the baby was going to 
be poisoned. If this vaccine matter was 
to be put into little children, the children 
must be removed to a sanatorium and a 
proper hospital nurse put in attendance 
on them until they had entirely recovered, 
He had called the attention of the De- 
partment the other day to a case of death 
after vaccination. The doctor who vac- 
cinated the child certified that he died of 
vaccination and then the inspector made 
accusations against the mother for not 
attending to the wound properly. But 
the report would not be brought forward. 
The inspector who made the report knew 
very well why it was to be kept secret. 
It was because if it was exposed to the 
light of day the whole ridiculous rubbish 
that they put into these reports would be 
exposed. If theyjwere not ashamed of the 
report, let it be brought forward. He was 
sure the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board would have no particular 
wish to keep the thing secret. It could 
only be done for the sake of the inspector 
who made the report. He hoped on these 
two subjects they would have some 
enlightenment from the President of the 
Local Government Board. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL said he desired to 
make a correction in fairness to the right 
hon. Gentleman. He had referred to the 


expression “subsidised industry” as 
emanating from his Department. He 


wished to withdraw it. It emanated 
from a Member of the House, and he 
apologised. 


Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Woodbridge) 
said the Hollesley Bay Colony, to which 
the hon. Member for Sunderland had 
just referred, was in the constituency 








1539 


he had the privilege to represent. He 
did not wish to say a word to discourage 
the work being done there to help the 
unemployed. On the contrary he ad- 
mired the efforts being made there to 
educate and help those who temporarily 
resided at the place. It was a place in 
itself, both in character and in situation, 
admirably suitable for the purpose for 
which it was being used. And it had 
®&$ superintendent a gentleman very 
specially qualified for the very difficult 
work. But many complaints came to 
him from time to time—some had 
come quite recently—from gardeners 
in the division of the injury they 
believed they sustained in their trade 
through the competition of Hollesley 
Bay produce at Ipswich and Felixstowe, 
the chief towns in the district. He 
believed the President of the Local 
Government Board had used his influence 
to have the great bulk of the produce 
now sent to London to sell. But, 
undoubtedly, there was still a strong 
feeling among the local gardeners and 
small cultivators, a very deserving class 
of men, that they were prejudiced in 
their struggle to get bread and pay their 
way by the sale of such produce as was 
still sent to local markets from the 
colony. 


Supply. 


Mr. CHAPLIN (Surrey, Wimbledon) 
said that as a former President of the 
Local Government Board perhaps he 
would be permitted to say a few words. 
In everything that fell from his 
right hon. friend in regard to the status 
of the office, the question of tuberculosis 
and the continued efforts that ought to 
be made to extirpate it, and if that was 
impossible, to diminish the disease, and 
also with regard to motor cars, he did not 
think there was a word with which he did 
not most absolutely and cordially agree. It 
had always seemed to him they ought to 
diminish the great annoyances which 
were constantly inflicted on the public 
by reckless drivers of motor cars. With 
regard to the security of the public, what 
was wanted was not so much a restriction 
of the speed-limit as a more strict en- 
forcement of the law against driving to 
the danger ofthe public. As his right aon. 
friend had pointed out, he thought that 
that could be carried out without wasting 
so much time and without trying to catch 


Mr, Everett. 
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people under the trap system. If that 
were done he believed that to all intents 
and purposes the security of the public 
would be assured. He thought some 
more careful attention to the amenities 
of the roads was also necessary. The 
right hon. Gentleman had referred to the 
intolerable annoyance inflicted on every 
house near the roadside by the clouds of 
dust which were raised by the enormous 
pace of motor cars. If more careful 
attention was paid to the amenities of 
the road those intolerable annoyances 
could be done away with. He could not 
see that there would be any great diffi- 
culty in putting this suggestion into 
effect by circulars from the Local Govern- 
ment Board, and if that were done they 
would hear very much less of this nuis- 
ance, and there would be an immediate 
diminution of the hardships inflicted upon 
those who were compelled to live by the 
side of the road and who now saw their 
little gardens ruined and the comfort of 
their homes suffer by these vehicles. 
This could easily be done by slackening 
the speed fora short time when motor cars 
were passing houses or cottages alongside 
the public roads. He agreed with what 
had been said in regard to the changes 
foreshadowed by Ministers at an earlier 
part of the session, and he shared the hope 
that before the debate was concluded 
they would hear something definite on 
the subject from the Government. He 
did not believe anyone who had not 
occupied the position of head of the Local 
Government Board could realise the 
enormous amount of work which fell 
upon that Department and upon the 
officials, who, for many years, were very 
insufficient in number compared with 
the work they had to do. He 
would give the House an instance which 
would carry absolute conviction upon 
that point. When he was first appointed 
to the Local Government Board it was no 
exaggeration for him to state that he 
found that Department to a large extent 
in a state of chaos and absolute confusion. 
Before he had been in that Department a 
month or six weeks he found instance 
after instance showing that there were 
letters which had not been answered for 
as long as eighteen months or more, 
and this was due to no fault of 
the officials but simply to the fact that 
the Department was insufficiently staffed. 
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So much was that the case that he 
had to make immediate representations | 
to the Treasury on the subject. He did | 
not, of course, meet with the response | 
which he desired, but after taking the 
trouble to make the case perfectly clear, 
and getting a Departmental Committee 
to investigate the question in order to 
bring home conviction to the Treasury, | 
the result was that no less than 118 | 
additional appointments to the staff were | 
made. He did not think that such a 
thing had happened in any other Depart- | 
ment and he only quoted it as showing 
the importance of the work done by the | 
Local Government Board. He hoped they | 
would hear a definite statement on the 
subject from the right hon. Gentleman. | 
That was not an occasion for long speeches | 
and he would not detain the House any | 
If, however, these should be the 
last words he would utter this Session | 
he wished to say that it would add to the 
pleasure of his holidays to state that in | 
regard to the kindly observations which 
had been made by his right hon. friend | 
concerning the present holder of the | 
office he shared to the full everything 
he had said. 


Supply. 


, 
further. 


*Siek FRANCIS CHANNING (North- 
amptonshire, EK.) said he wished to refer | 
to two or three topics in the briefest 
way. The hon. Member for Sunderland | 
had brought before the House and the 
President of the Local Government 
Board the administration of the 
employed Act. 
days ago inviting his right hon. friend’s 
friendly consideration of various sugges- 
tions as to improvement in its adminis- 
tion which he would not now enter upon 
in detail. What he did press upon the 
Government was the extreme desirability 
of reconsidering the regulations and 
circulars relating to the administration 


of this Act before the coming winter. | 


They were all painfully aware that the 
pressure would be extremely great in the 
industrial districts during the coming 
winter, and he ventured to suggest and 
to press in the strongest possible way 
the desirability of introducing 
changes in the regulations as 
enable the Local Government Board 
and the Distress Committees all over 
the country to deal with deserving cases 
of men who desired work and could not 
/ 


such 


a 
to consider whether by 
j : 
i} 


Un- | 


He put a question a few | 


would | 
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He hoped that there would 
be greater elasticity permitted in the 
treatment of such cases under the Unem- 
ployed Act, and that a larger number of 
those who really needed work might 
have suitable work provided for them 
during the comine winter than had 
previously been the case. He urged the 
adoption of a wider and broader policy 
with regard to the administratiov of this 
Act. He had thought the subject was 
left in the most unsatisfactory position 
by the debate on the Unemployed Bill 
last March. It seemed to him that the 
most striking feature of that debate 
was the statement of the very large 
number of deserving cases which could 
not be dealt with under the Act, 
and which were not covered by the 
existing administration. He 
appealed to the President of the Local 
Government Board on this point. He 
at one with his right hon. 
friend in insisting on sound economical 
lines of working, and sympathised with 
the firmness with which he kept 
authorities to the 
avoiding waste of 
insuring strict probity. 

while that 


obtain it. 


specially 


was absolutely 


local 
strictest policy of 
public money and 
He asked him, 

wise 


issuing 


manbitainin olicy, 


fresh 


r 
t 


circulars to local authorities or by 


some alteration of the existing regula- 
tions he could not cover this point 
effectively in the interests of the 


] 


larger number of unemployed which 
they would have to consider and 
deal with during the coming year. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Mem- 
ber for South Dublin in a= most 


interesting ana useful speech had referred 


to the Report of the Commission on 
| Tuberculosis. The subject of phthisis 
in our industrial towns was a most 
urgent question. As his right hon. 


friend knew he represented one of the 
most progressive districts in England in 
regard to this question. All through 
that industrial area there wasthe keenest 
possible demand amongst the working 
people for the compulsory notification of 
phthisis in order ecti 

machinery 


that the most eTective 
might be available for the 
elimination and extirpation of this disease. 
| Whatever might be the case elsewhere it 
| was found in the boot and shoe factories 
that infection was easily spread, and 


that stringent measures were necessary. 
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He would urge this consideration upon his ; uniform instructions and more uniform 
right hon. friend. When this was| practice imposed upon the police 
insisted on, not by well-to-do people with |in the discharge of their duties. He 
large houses, who could easily isolate| thought the present state of things 
members of their families who were dis-| was absolutely ludicrous. In coming 
eased, but by people in humble circum- | to the House the other day in a “ taxi” 
stances living in houses perhaps of|the driver reduced the speed in St. 
two or three rooms, who were willing to| James Park until the motor seemed 





submit themselves and the members of | 
their families to all the disabilities and | 
inconveniences of a strict regulation of | 
their daily habits when disease came to | 
a member of the family, and when they | 
were willing to make these great | 
sacrifices to protect their families and | 
for the good of the community, he thought | 
that it was time for the Local Government | 
Board to bestir themselves and, in the | 
interest of the health of the community, | 
to help them and to show a bold and | 
progressive spirit in dealing with this | 
great evil. The right hon. Gentleman | 
opposite had referred to the work | 
of the Commission on Tuberculosis. 
He had paid attention to this matter 


for many years, and he wished! 
to see this Commission hurried in| 
. . . ] 
its work. He did not wish that the 


work should be done inefficiently, but he 
thought it was time that the results of 
that great inquiry should be brought to | 
bear on the problem to which he had 
alluded—one of the greatest problems 
which was facing the public at the 
present time. Sir Herbert Maxwell, | 
a distinguished member of the j; arty 
opposite, formerly a Member of that 
House, went to the Continent and 
studied this question, and he pre- 
sented a Report which came _ before 
Parliament and the Board of Agriculture 
twelve years ago, and upon that Report 
not one stroke of work had been done. 
He thought it was a scandal that Parlia- 
ment had not dealt with the question | 
on the bold and strong lines whieh had 
been adopted in Denmark. That line 
of action was urged upon this country 
by Sir Herbert Maxwell, and if it had 
been adopted it might long ago have 
begun to help to eliminate tuberculosis 
from the herds of this country, and 
at. the same time to remove the 
curse of tuberculosis from the human 
race. Referring to the question of 
motor traffic, he urged that the Local 
Government Board and the Home 





Office should combine in having more 


Sw Francis Chumning. 


almost to be arrested in its progress, 
He asked the man if there was anything 
wrong. ‘ Not at all,” he replied, “ the 
only thing is that they are extremely 
strict here in St. James’ Park.” 
Motor vehicles were now in practice 
allowed often to go from fifteen to twenty 
miles an hour in crowded thoroughfares, 
while thus forcibly restricted to a very 
low speed in the parks. The present 
state of things was neither safe to 
the public nor creditable to the police 
of the metropolis. There ought to be 
something like uniformity for the 
protection of the public. He did 
not agree with the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for South Dublin, 
and other speakers, that they ought to 
get rid of the speed lirait. Nor was 
there any rational ground for complaining 
of the police for marking out certain 
areas, and timing motors as they passed 
along the roads within those limits. 
He would like to ask any commonsense 
man how the police could bring offenders 
against public safety to book except by 
means of what were called “ police traps.” 
It was an absurd title for that method 
of detection. It was quite right that 


they should use stop-watches and marked- 


out areas, and so obtain evidence with 
the view to the punishment of the 
offenders. A speed-limit was absolutely 
necessary, and, having regard to the 
fact that the public roads were used by 


| every class of the community—they were 


the natural resort of children, old people, 
and other pedestrians, who had just as 
much right to the roads as motorists 
—he thought there ought to be a 
stringent reduction of the speed-limit. 
Motoring was an exhilarating delight 
which he enjoyed, but it was 4 
scandal that it should be carried on 
as at present. He thought his right 
hon. friend would do well to take his 
courage in his hands and face the few 
small groups of rich and interested men 
who indulyed in this delightful pastime 


in «& way which was not consistent 
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with the public safety. He would cut 
down the speed-limit considerably. He 
thought a limit of fifteen miles an hour 
was quite enough, and no motor car 
constructed so as to be capable of 
going beyond that speed should be al- 
lowed on roads frequented by the public. 
He did not believe that there was any 
real remedy for the evil except by that 
method, and by, if necessary on cer- 
tain occasions and for certain  pur- 
poses, marking off portions of roads. 
Let them, if possible, do what was 
done in Florida and elsewhere, take 
large areas or districts where’ the 
special speed-limits might be removed | 
in order that motorists might enjoy | 
greater freedom in the pursuit of this | 
pastime. He thought, with regard to | 
the Metropolis and other crowded areas, 
and also in regard to a great many country 
lanes which were frequented by children, 
the dangers connected with motoring 
were such that it was high time for the 
Government to take action in cutting 
down the speed-limit. He ventured to 
think that the two suggestions which he 
had made were practical, namely, to 
have a speed-limit of fifteen miles an 
hour, and to have motors so constructed 
as to be incapable of running above that 
speed. 
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*Sir PHILIP MAGNUS (London 
University) said he desired to support 
the strong appeal made by the right 
hon. Gentleman the Member for South 
Dublin to the President of the Loeal 
Government Board to take no steps 
which would at present dissolve the 
Royal Commission which had been at 
work for some time on the question of 
tuberculosis. The hon. Member for East 
Northamptonshire had complained that 
the Commission had not yet been able 
to publish the results of its investiga- 
tions. He need scarcely remind the 
hon. Member of the extraordinary diffi- 
culty of the investigation in which the 
Commission had been engaged and how 
very unwise it would have been on their 
part to have published any conclusions 
before they were quite certain that those 
conclusions were logically trye. In this 
connection he somewhat regretted the 
speech made by the hon. Member for 
Sleaford, who, under the influence ef his 
extreme views on the question of vacci- 
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nation, was unable to realise the value 
of the investigation and the character 
of the deductions from those investiga- 
tions which had been made by the 
Members of the Commission. The 
Commission was appointed seven years 
ago, and they issued their first report in 
1904. Whenthat Report was issued, the 
lateSir Michael Foster was still Chairman 
of the Commission. He need scarcely 
say how deeply indebted the members 
of the Commission were to him for the 
valuable work he did and for the able 
Report which he presented. It was no 
small result when the first Report was 
issued that the Commissioners were able 
satisfactorily and entirely to disprove 
the assertion which the whole of the 
scientific world had been led to believe 
that there was no connection between 
human and bovine tuberculosis. That 
assertion was made on the authority of 
Dr. Koch, who possibly had not verified 
the conclusions to which he came 
as thoroughly as the members of t e 
Commission had verified theirs. In that 
respect one of the objects of the reference 
to the Commission might be said to 
have already achieved, and an 
important point had been gained, because 


been 


lit had rendered necessary what would 
| otherwise 


not have been necessary, 
namely, the careful inspection of al 
animals that were used for food and a 
careful analysis of our milk supply. 
In spite of what the hon. Member for 
Sleaford had stated he thought he might 
s y it was absolutely proved to demon- 
stration that tuberculosis might be 
communicated through the milk of an 
It had not yet been so 
fully proved that the consumption of 
the flesh of an animal suffering from 
tuberculosis could communicate tuber- 
culosis to human beings who had par- 
taken of it. That was one of the many 
subjects which were still unsettled and 
which would receive much careful con- 
sideration if this Commission continu d 
its labours. Another reason why the 
Commission should be continued, or 
that some other body of scientific experts 
should be appointed to carry on the 
work so well begun by this Commission, 
was that laboratories had been fitted 
up for the express purpose of making 
these investigations, and the farm which 
Lord Blyth had hitherto placed at the 


infected cow. 
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disposal of the Commission, they hoped 
would still continue to be placed at 
the disposal of the Government at the 
expiration of the term of years for which 
the Commission at present existed. 
Apart from the scientific experiments 
with which the Commission dealt, there 
were several questions within the refer- 
ence to that Commission which were 
not yet settled, and which were more 
or less of an administrative character. 
These related to the arrangements for 
the inspection of animals and 
for the examination milk 
supply and the conditions under 
which that = milk distributed 
Into those questions the Commission 
had not yet had time to enter, but 
their recommendations, as the result of 
their scientific investigations, should have 
the effect of influencing the action of the 
Local Government Board. He ven- 
tured, therefore, very sincerely to express 
the hope that at any rate for 
three years this Commission might be 
allowed to continue to exist. It 

said that the of Commiiss 
was £5,000 a year, but having regard to 
the important results which they have 
already undoubtedly achieved and which 


Supply. 
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the eminent men of which it was com- 
posed would be able the 
next few and the bearing of 
those results on the health of all classes 
in the community, he did think 


to achieve in 


years, 


hot 





| 
| 


that £5,000 a year devoted to scientific 


investigations of 


money ill-spent. He therefore ventured 


+ 
cf 


» support the appeal of his right hen 


friend. 


Mr. CURRAN (Durham, Jarrow) said 
that three questions had oc upied the 
time of the House regulation of 
the speed of motor cars, the endeavour 
to prevent the spread of that terrible 
disease tuberculosis, and the provision 


the 





of better facilities for our fellow-citize: 

who were unable to obtain employ- 
ment to secure it. 
for stating 
named que 


He made no apology 
that in his opinion the lis 
stion was the most important 
to the Labour Members. He had 
no desire to conceal that they were 
taking advantage of the Vote for the 
Local Government Board for the pur- 
pose of once more placing before the 


Sir Philip Magnus, 


this importance was | 
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House the condition of a large 
number of the population, and the 


necessity there was for the Depart- 
ment doing something more than had 
been done up to now with regard to 
unemployment. He had 

to enter into the discussion 
of rancour or for the purpose 
of introducing personalities. The right 
hon. at head of that 
would clearly understand 
the reason why they were desirous of 
taking advantage of 
this 
and the He 
sav valuable work 
had not been accomplished by the Local 


no desire 
with any 
spirit 
Gentleman the 
Department 


every opportunity 
the 
not 


5 ieee pe 
of bringing question before 


House country. 


that some 


Was 


FONG to 





Government Board. A great deal of 
distress in the various centres of in 
dustry was partially alleviated last 
winter by the donations of the Loeal 


Government Board in combination with 
local contributions; but he was bound 
while it was alleviated to a 
considerable extent, the facilities which 
held to local public 


hopelessly inadequate 


to say that 


were out bodies 


were tO 


meet 


the distress. They wanted an extension 


of those facilities, and he was sure the 
right hon. Gentleman would not mis- 
understand him when he said that he 
had received numerous letters of applica- 
tion from various industrial centres 
to which he replied briefly and very 
curtly that those places had not been 


ear-marked in accordance with the scheme 
of distribution of the money to be vranted 
by the Local Government Board. In 
his judgment that restriction should be 
removed quickly and facilities should 
be given to those people to enjoy what 


|it was possible for the Local Govern- 


ment Board to give them by opening 
up useful employment. The Committee 
was engaged the previous night in voting 
quite a lot of money. He took part in 
seven or eight divisions, and so far as he 


/could gather they voted away a total 


sl of £20,000,000 


-| behind 





in five or six minutes. 
{An Hon. Member: More than that.] 
More than that, said an hon. Gentleman 
him ; and before the 
adjourned that night they would vote 
away more than that for defensive 
purposes and, to prevent the possible 
invasion of this country by the forces 
Power. To vote £200,000 
for the sustenance of the men and women 


House 


of a foreign 
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who helped to build up this nation and , 
Empire was, in his judgment, hopelessly 
mit of the question to meet the case. 
They desired that Parliament should 
five power to the Local Government 
Board to spend not only £200,000 but all 
chat the President of the Board could 
yrsuade his colleagues to sanction for 
he purpose of at least alleviating parti- 
ily the distress in the country. He 
recollected that prior to his coming into 
the House, during the term of the late 
he had occasion in_ his 
capacity as a trade union official, to go 
with some of his colleagues before the then 
President of the Local Government Board 
and the late Prime Minister in order to 
lav before them suggestions of what they 
considered to be a practical’character, for 


(Government, 


works which might be carried out without 
On that 
they mentioned the fact, which was then 
bei! inquired into by a Commission, 
of the rapid encroachments of the sea on 


further legislation. occasion 


valuable land, especially on the East 


coast. These encroachments, thev said, 


could be arrested and the reclaimed land 


That could be done, they said, through 


the avency of the Local Government 
Joard if the Department were prepared 
to spend the mone The suggestion 
met with the sympathy of the late 


President of the Local Government Board 
and of the late Prime Minister; but the 
deputation did not for 


sympathy but to ask them to put mto 


go hefore them 


operation something on the lines they put 
forward. They also pl wed before them 








was pointed out by men who had expert 
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spend money in putting them into opera- 
tion at the earliest possible date. When 
the present Government came into power 
many of them expected great things from 
them with regard to unemployment. As a 
young man in a hurry and not knowing all 
the intricacies of the House, he was one of 
but candidly 
they had not received what they had 
anticipated from one with whom they 
had They had 
no desire unnecessarily to carp at the 
operations of the Local Government 
Board, but he would remind the House 
that though the problem of unemploy- 
ment was not so evidently before the 
public to-day as it was in the months of 


those who. expected much ; 


been long associated. 


| December and January last, it was still 


| were enjoying. 


there if hidden by the good weather we 
He was quite within 


| the points of logic and legitimacy when 
| he said that there were at the present 


made a valuable asset to the country. | 


moment 12,000,000 of people at the 
lowest estimate, below the submerged 


tenth. That was a condition of affairs 
that the Department should seriously 
consider, and accordingly he hoped 
that during the coming autumn some 
of the hints thrown out in the dis- 
|eussion would have the necessary 


the possibility of introducing a compara- | 
tively large scheme of afforestation. It | 


knowledge on the matter, that if a scheme ! 


Mf afforestation were put into operation 
t would give employment to a large 
1umber of people capable and willing to 
airy out that kind of work, which work 
n the course of thirty or forty years would 
kecome a Valuable asset to the country. 
Further, they pointed out the possibility 


4a general reduction in the 


| impossible to carry out the work. 
| in order to give the House an illustration 


effect on those who were in control of 
the Department. A point had 
by his hon. friend who opened 


been 
raised 


the discussion with regard to certain 
misstatements which had been made 
with reference to operations that had 


under the guidance of certain 
unemployed bodies. They had read in 
the newspapers that when the women’s 
department of the Central Unemployed 
Body tendered for clothing, the tenders 
vere so high as compared with ordinary 
private enterprise tenders that it 


fone on 


Was 


And 


of what he meant, he would read a quota- 


| tion from a communication which ap- 


peared in the Morning Post. In the 
Morning Post of 22nd July there appeared 


| a statement by an expert whom evidently 


hours of | 


abour, though that did not come under | 


the Local Government Board 
here were put before the late Prime 


Minister and late President of 


Vote. | 


| supposed to have invited tenders for 


the Local Government Board relied on. 
The Poplar Board of Guardians was 


certain articles, and the expert declared 


the Local | that the lowest tenderfor men’s flannelette 


Government Board other suggestions of a | vests was Is. 9d., and that that of the 
practical character that required no legisla- | Women’s Department of the Unemployed 
hop but only that the Department should | Body was 2s. 11d., which left a margin of 








1551 


Is. 2d. between the tenders of the private 
contractor and the Central Unemployed 
Body. What were the facts? The 
forewoman of the Women’s Department 
had written to the Chairman of the Cen- 
tral Unemployed Board, who happened 
to be Mrs. Tennant, the wife of an hon. 
Member of this House, and said— 


Supply. 


‘“* With regard to the Poplar guardians’ con- 
tract commented on by the Morning Post on 
22nd July, the first paragraph re prices as to 
one item is quite incorrect. The Central Un- 
employed Board did not tender for men’s 
flannelette vests at all, but for flannel, and at 
the price of 2s. 1d., and not 2s. 11d.” 

That showed that the expert had misled 
the public to the extent of 1s. 2d. 
applied also to the money expended on 
other matters. If the Local Government 
Board was misled to that extent by its 
expert knowledge with regard to the 
cost of the work turned out by private 
contract and that turned out by the 
Central Body of Unemployed it meant'that 
many people in the country must regard 
as useless all the efforts and experiments 
that were being made in this direction. 
In the past great efforts were made by 
the late Robert Owen who tried many 
experiments on the communal, co-opera- 
tive principle in the midst of competition, 
but they were failures because he was 


surrounded by private competitors who | ¢2 
| highroads, what was the use of a law 


made such sacrifices as to swamp him. 
Everything done up to the present time 
was of the most meagre description, and 
no opportunity had been given to show 
that big work could be promoted by 
these bodies. He trusted that greater 
efforts would be made in the future on 
genuine democratic lines by the expendi- 
ture of mere money. He hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman would consider in 
the near future the advisability of greater 
facilities being given for afforestration, 
the reclamation of the foreshores of the 
country, and other matters to which he 
had referred and provide the money for 
the purpose of carrying out in times of 
depression those forms of useful work 
which were necessary to every industrial 
centre in the country. He did not 
believe that under our competitive system 
it was possible to absorb the unemployed 
at the present moment. All they could 
suggest and all they could ask for were 
these paliatives which would tend to 
reduce the evil to some extent. That 
was all they could claim, but there were 


Mr. Curran. 
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That | 
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many in the House who believed they 
would be able by taking a more compre- 
hensive view of the wealth production of 
the country to bring about a system 
which should absorb unemployment once 
and for all. However, while the grass 
was growing the horse was starving, and 
they were there to ask the right hon, 
Gentleman to utilise all the power of the 
Local Government Board for the purposes 
of doing everything within the scope of 
present legislation that could be done 
for unemployment. Unemployment was 
with us to-day. When the winter 
months came it would be seen more 
clearly, but when poverty was parading 
itself was not the time when the House 
should discuss the problem. It was now, 
and they asked the right hon. Gentleman 
to discuss it now. 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
E.R., Holderness) quite agreed with 
the right hon. Member for Wimbledon 
that everybody who lived in_ villages 
through which motor cars passed suffered 
very great hardship, and that Parlia- 
ment ought to do its best to ameliorate 
their condition. He was in favour of 
reducing the speed-limit through villages 
to ten miles an hour. But when it 
came to the question of speed on the 


which could not be enforced, a law 
which was broken by every Member 
of the House, from the Prime Minister 
downwards, who owned a motor car 
capable of going more thar thirty 
miles an hour? With regard to the 
question raised by the hon. Member 
for Sunderland, and also by the hon. 
Member who had just spoken, the ques- 
tion of unemployed, he believed it 
was one of the most important questions 
this country had to face. Statistics 
showed that at present there was a far 
larger number of men out of work than 
probably was ever known for a similar 
period in modern times, They would be 
faced with a most urgent crisis during 
the coming winter, and it threw a re- 
sponsibility upon the Government which 
entitled the House to some explanation 
as to their intentions. Judging from 
the speech of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer delivered on Tuesday, it seemed 
that it was the deliberate policy of the 
Government to add to the number of 
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unemployed. The right hon. Gentleman 
foreshadowed in the near future reduc- 
tions in the national defences. That 
would be not only a danger to the Empire, 
but must add largely to the number 


of unemployed. He wished to know 
how the Government were going to 


provide for the thousands of men who 
would be thrown out of work by the 
passing of the Licensing Bill and the 
Mirers (Eight Hours) Bill. He would 
suggest that a means of increasing 
employment could be found in preventing 
the dumping in this country of manu- 
factured goods by the foreigner. He 
knew that the Government were pledged 
to free trade, but he could not understand 
the Labour Party fixing the standard 
of wages that should be paid to trade 
unionists, and at the same time allowing 
‘housands of pounds worth of foreign 
goods to come into this country with 
the result of keeping down or destroying 
employment. 


*Vr. DOBSON (Plymouth) said he 
hid not intended to take part in the 
debate and did not decide to do so until 
he heard complaints from certain hon. 
Members that there had not been a 
sufficiently hearty response on the part 
of the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board to the demands they had 
made on behalf of unemployment. He 
supposed the right hon. Gentleman had 
been in office sufficiently long to be able 
to resist any of the attacks made on 
him. It was only fair, however, ex- 








periences having been given by certain 
Members after failure to obtain satis- 
fiction from the right hon. Gentleman, 
that he should say that so far as his 
own experience went he had every reason 
tobe sitisfied. It fell to his lot to appeal 
t» the right hon.Gentleman for a further 
vote from the Unemployment Fund for 
relief of the distress which existed in 
the constituency which he represented. 
Despite the fact that they already had 
been most liberally dealt with when he 
was able to prove that the money was 
wanted not for some charity or in relief 
of the poor rates, but for carrying out 
work of a useful and practical kind, he 
had no difficulty in inducing the right 
hon, Gentleman to give another large 
instalment, notwithstanding that an 
adjoining district where useful, practical 
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work could not be shown they had 
received refusals from the right hon. 
Gentleman. He could state half-a-dozen 
cases which would show that the right 
hon. Gentleman was fully alive to the 
question and was always willing to help 
distress when he could conscientiously do 
so. As far as business-like aptitude 
was concerned, he would say that in the 
early part of last winter when the 
borough of Croydon resolved to erect a 
large swimming-bath, it was pointed 
out that if the work could be put in hand, 
a considerable amount of work could 
be given to the unemployed in the town 
during the winter months. The idea 
was at first scouted because it was sup- 
posed that many months must elapse 
before the Local Government Board 
would hold their inquiry and sanction 
the loan. The mayor and corporation, 
therefore, asked him to intercede with 
the right hon. Gentleman, and he called 
upon him at his office and represented 
the case, pointing out the great amount 
of distress that existed in the building 
trade at Croydon, and stating that if the 
right hon. Gentleman could expedite the 
matter it would be of great assistance in 
reducing unemployment. Within three 
weeks of that time an inspector had been 
sent down, the inquiry made, and the 
sanction of the Local Government Board 
given to the loan, and within five weeks 
of the original application the work was 
put into the hands of the contractors and 
fifty or sixty men were given useful 
employment who otherwise would have 
been without work. Hon. Membefs had 
accused the right hon. Gentleman of 
being indifferent to the unemployment 
demand of the country, and therefore 
he thought it right to get up and say 
that there were two sides tothe question, 
and that if the facts were fairly and 
squarely put before the right hon. 
Gentleman he was always willing to do 
his best to assist them. 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER (Lvez- 
poo!, E-erton) called attention to the 
administration of the Local Govern- 
ment Board in connection with matters 
in relation to municipal and county 
boroughs. .He did not wish to say 
a word against the right hon. Gentle- 
man the President of the Local 
Government Board, who was regarded 
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by the municipalities as a most benevolent 
despot. The right hon. Gentleman did 
not always concur with their views or 
accept their conclusions, but on the 
whole, in all matters of administration 
except in the matter of finance, they 
had his ready concurrence and most 
useful advice. The first question he 
desired to raise was the position the 
right hon. Gentleman had taken with 
regard to the payment of wages to 
workmen out of borrowed moneys. 
During the last two years the Local 
Government Board when sanctioning 
a loan for the earrying out of public 
works had imposed a condition that 
the wages of any permanent workmen 
who might be engaged on such work 
should not be defrayed out of the loan 
so sanctioned. It might be a good 
condition, but it was a serious thing 
for the municipalities, and it had on 
one occasion resulted in the increase 
of one half-penny in the rates. It was 
not, however, a question of the incidence 
of taxation but of the fairness or un- 
fairness of the action of the Local Govern- 
ment Board in relation to such work. 
Most local authorities objected to this 
new departure on the part of the Local 
Government Board. To show how in- 
juriously this condition worked, he pointed 
out that the municipalities were not 
allowed to transfer their best men to 
the capital expenditure department for 
any new work that was being carried 
on, and the work had to be left to men 
who were employed by the contractor, 
who might not be so good. He could 
not see that it was a question of men 
being employed permanently or on con- 
tract at all; the question was whether 
the work on which they were employed 
was a capital expesditure work. If it 
was, the men employed upon it should 
be paid out of capital expenditure, and 
not out of revenue. The work of repair- 
ing a road should be paid out of revenue. 
If the men engaged upon that work 
were put on to making a new road they 
should be paid out of eapital, but it 
was said that they must be paid out of 
revenue because they were employed 
permanently. Of course, that could be 
remedied by taking the men out of the 
permanent employment and putting them 
on to the contract job. The view of 
the municipalities was that the men 
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engaged on these works ought to be 
permanent men of ability. They would 
far sooner have permanent men than 
contractors’ men whom they had con- 
stantly to supervise in the conduct of 
the work. They often found that jn 
contract work it was considered right 
to scamp it in some way and not to 
render work which the nature of the 
undertaking required. In the case of 
sewage disposal a large amount of casual 
labour was employed, but it was neces- 
sary to use gangs of overseers who were 
familiar with the work. Those men 
again could not be paid out of capital 
expenditure. In other matters where 
arge amounts of casual labour were em- 
ployed, the use of permanent men had 
tendency to increase the cost of the strue- 
tural work, which much discouraged the 
employment of permanent labour by the 
municipal authorities. It also resulted 
in the work being given out to contract 
and the importation of a large number 
of casual labourers instead of the work 
being done by the permanent staff. To 
the use of so much of casual labour was 
due the amount of unzymployment that 
existed, and it was desirable to prevent the 
increase of casual labour by this system 
which was bound to employ many men for 
short and irregular periods. He failed 
to understand on what principle the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board had 
taken up this stand as regarded these 
loans ; it was only possible On one cone 
dition, namely, that he had no trust 
inthe administration of the municipality. 
If he had he could not see why this ques- 
tion should be raised. But undoubtedly 
there was this in it, that with a large 
municipality the work was likely to be 
properly carried out and the allocation 
to be complete, and also there was not at 
all likely to be the taking of the men un- 
necessarily which might occur in smaller 
towns where they did not have a large 
amount of work going on and where they 
might take on a staff, and, allocating 
them improperly to capital work when 
they were engaged on revenue purposes, 
increase the cost of the work and relieve 
the rates improperly from the payments 
that ought to be made. While that 
was quite possible in the smaller localities 
where they only had a small expenditure 
on public works and did not have a large 
expenditure on repairs, it was ‘absolutely 
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impossible in big places like Birmingham, 
Manchester, or Liverpool, and it was a 
great hardship on larger cities that it 
should be impossible for them to use their 
permanent men on capital works without 
having to charge that expenditure to 
revenue and not to capital. It meant 
a very large increase in rates, and it intro- 
duced what was so objectionable—the 
employment of casual labour and contract- 
ing for work when it would be so much 
better done by the employment of a 
staft. The next point he 
wished to raise was the question of the 


Supyly. 


permanent 


sinking fund on waterworks, which were 
fairly permanent They 


works. 


were 


{29 Jury 1908} 


not built for the purposes ofa day, but for | 


centuries, and they had evidence of what 
they 


could be in the great water- | 
works of Rome, Italy, and Spain 
as well as In many of more modern 


date in this country. What was the 
action of the Local Government Board 
as regards waterworks? The most 
serious was that of the Halifax 
In March, 1906, the Local 
Government Board were approached in 
reference to these waterworks and were 
asked to permit the sinking fund to run 
for a period of fifty vears. The Local 
Government Board refused and fixed it 
at a shorter period which raised the 
rate by 74d. in the £. That was a very 
serious matter, and there were many 
other i similar nature. 
Resolutions had been forwarded to the 
Prime Minister from time to time by 
the corporation, anda deputation had 
been asked for though they had not been 
ret ceived. The Local Government Board 
had referred to a Select 
Report in which the reasons in favour 
of short periods for loans were set out, 
but far waterworks 
cerned the reasons given were decidedly 
weak, indefensible, and contradictory. It 
might be right to have a short period 
for gasworks, tramways, electric works, 
or sewage disposal works, but, as regards 
waterworks, he failed to see the principle 
on which it applied. So far regards 
the borough of Halifax, some of their 
waterworks were constructed in 1820, 
some in 1851 and some in 1870, and all 
these were as good as new and the cost 
had been absolutely written off at the 
expense of previous generations. The 
term of sixty years was by no means 
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unreasonable, but the President of the 


Local Government Board gave them 
thirty years, which was entirely in- 
sufficient for such works as these. The 


burden of rates was constantly increas- 
ing, and while it was quite right that 
matters of short life should bear a short 
period, matters of long life should be so 
adjusted as to bear a long period and 
relieve the leaving the future 
generation to bear their share. In the 
Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1903, 
eighty years had substituted for 
sixty years, and in the Housing and Town 
Planning Bill, which he congratulated 


rates 


1} 
peel 


| himself he was associated with the right 


hon. Gentleman in attempting to pass, 
and he hoped they would get it through 
very speedily—it was one of the best 
Bills ever brought before the House— 
eighty years was the period. He had 
in the right hon. Gentle- 
1an’s judgment, but he hoped that the 
education and the growing resources of 
civilisation would make the inhabitants 
eighty years hence indisposed to accept 


as comfortable 


every confidence 


dwellings the dwellings 
they were now putting up to last eighty 
years. He questioned as a matter of 
comparison why eighty years should be 
for these cottages and only 


thirty years for school buildings, thus 


| Prime 


| 
came 


enormously to the education 
The right hon. Gentleman ap- 
to be the dictator of the Cabinet. 
1atter was brought before the late 
Minister and the then Minister 
Education, and they accepted the 
principle that eighty the 
propel period to give for school build- 
ings, and school buildings of the present 
day would last that period. When it 
me to an application for a loan in 
order to these buildings, the 
President of the Local Government Board 
intervened and refused to accept the 
view of the Prime Minister and only 
gave them thirty years in which to repay 
the sinking fund. The result was that 
the education rate had increased and 
the cost of the buildings to the community 
was enormously put up. The present 
Prime Minister said in an _ interview 
last year that it seemed an anomaly 


adding 
rate. 
peared 


The 1 


for 


years was 


raise 


that the period for repayment in 
this particular case should be, in 
consequence of recent legislation, as 


short as thirty years, and in the case of 
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other buildings which were not prima 
facie more durable in character it should 
be as long as fifty years and in some cases 
sixty. It was strange that two leading 
lights should be absolutely satisfied that 
the longer period was sufficient for these 
education buildings, and that the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board 
should override them and say the educa- 
tion buildings were rubbish, badly 
constructed, and unfit for the purpose— 
that they were jerry buildings upon which 
he could only allow a period of thirty 
years for sinking fund. It raised the 
question in the mind of the municipality 
‘‘Whereare we? Who is the head of the 
Cabinet,the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, or the Prime Minister?” 
They obtained approval and went away 
very cheerful from interviews with the 
Prime Minister and the Minister for 
Education, and were depressed shortly 
afterwards by a communication from 
the Local Government Board which 
overrode all their cheerful anticipations. 
Matters affecting the municipality in 
every possible way had increased the 
burden of rates, and prevented the 
municipality from being so willing as 
they would have been to expend money 
upon new waterworks and new capital 
expenditure because of the very ex- 
cessive cost to the ratepayer. He failed 
to see how it could be right to give 
cottages for the working classes eighty 
years in which to survive while water- 
works which would last centuries and 
schools which would last 100 years were 
only allowed thirty vears within which 
the ratepayers should pay for them. He 
did not intend to join in any effort to 
reduce the right hon. Gentleman’s salary, 
because he felt grateful to him for many 
things he had done in regard to municipal 
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administration. He hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would consider this 


matter favourably with a view to .eeing 
whether he could not place the Sinking 
Fund in relation to municipalities on a 
better basis. 


Mr. G. A. HARDY (Suffolk, Stowmarket) 
said he wished to associate himself with 
what had been said by the hon. Member 
for Plymouth as to the thorough manner 
in which the right hon. Gentleman had 
carried out the Act about which they 
were speaking. Perhaps they had never 


Mr. Harnvwod-Banner. 
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had a Minister who had controlled this 
great Department more sympathetically 
than the preseat President ‘of the 
Local Government Board. There was 
one thing, however, he hoped the 
President would remember throughout 
the coming winter, and it was that 
they were going to be visited with an 
unusual crisis, an intimation of which 
had only just been brought to their 
notice. They had, in fact, only realised 
it that day, because the London County 
Council had decided to close down its 
Works Department, with the result that 
there would be thousands of men thrown 
out of employment. With that fact in 
front of them it might be well for the 
President of the Local Government 
Board to consider carefully what he 
could do to help the people of London 
who would be ruthlessly thrown out of 
employment by the action of the London 
County Council. Like many other hon. 
Members of the House he had received 
letters from his constituents with regard 
to the excessive speed of motor cars, 
and in the particular constituency which 
he had the honour to represent he was 
told that on account of the police not 
being active they were unable to obtain 
convictions. They had brought actions 
against the scouts, but they had failed. 
He had a letter only yesterday in which 
it was stated that in Stowmarket the 
police were not properly controlling the 
speed of motor-cars. He felt that the 
lead in this matter which had been given 
them by the righé hon. Gentleman the 
Member for South Dublin, was one for 
which the whole House felt grateful. 
They had lost the liberty of the road 
and they all desired to recover it, and 
they believed that only through the 
instrumentality of the Prosident of the 
Local Government Board and his power 
could they possibly recover that liberty 
which had been the right of the people 
of England for so long. 


*Tue PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joxn 
Burns, Battersea) said the House had 
listened to an interesting discussion upon 
the estimates of the Local Government 
Board, and they had heard from various 
speakers of the wide range of duties 
which came within that Department. 
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With regard to the duties of that De- 
partment and the present status, he had 
been asked by the late President of the 
Local Government Board the Member 
for South Dublin directly to say a word 
or two before he dealt with other points. 
He had been asked to state with regard 
to the future status of the Board of 
Trade and the Local Government Board 
what the Government were doing in 
connection with both those offices. 
In reply to that kind question, put 
with so much sympathy and appre- 
ciation of the officers of the Local Govern- 
ment Board and himself, he could only 
say that the subject of the status of the 
Local Government Board and the Board 
of Trade was immediately before the 
Government. It was now before the 
Cabinet and he trusted that before long 
some of, and perhaps all, the desires and 
hopes that the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite had so sympathetically ex- 
pressed might be realised by a recom- 
mendation of the Government. In the 
event of the status of the Local Govern- 
ment Board being raised,as he thought 
it ought to be raised, as co-equal with the 
Board of Trade, and even to the level of 
aSecretaryship of State, he could assure 
the right hon. Gentleman that if that 
consolation was secured and they enjoved 
a wider sphere of activity, a larger s'atus, 
and perhaps, as occasionally came from 
both, an extended remuneration, there 
was no one to whom they would be more 
indebted than to the right hon. Gentle- 
man and his generous questions to-day 
and his more generous speech when last 
this subject came within the purview of 
Parliament. He might add on this 
subject that concurrently with consider- 
ing such exalted things as status and such 
sordid things as salaries, they were also 
considering whether the time had not 
arrived when there might safely be carried 
out an interchange of duty from several 
of the Departments which were now 
dog work which other Departments 
could more cheaply and more efficiently 
carry out, There ought to be an inter- 
change of duties and a readjustment of 
powers and functions, and he was glad to 
say that the various offices whose status 
and salaries were being considered were 
in the most frank and friendly way, 
without any consideration for their own 
particular sphere of duty, undertaking 
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investigations as to how this could best 
be done with the simple object of serving 
the public through better organised 
Departments with exchange of duties 
more efficiently than they now could. 
He trusted that when the result of the 
action of the Government was brought 
before the House of Commons their 
recommendations would be as unani- 
mously received as the desire for them 
had been sympathetically expressed that 
afternoon. Turaing from that subject, 
the right hon. Gentleman opposite and 
other hon. Members had raised the 
question of the administraton of the 
Motor Car Acts. He did not think it was 
necessary so soon after they had had an 
important discusson at an_ all-night 
sitting to deal at any great length or in 
any detail with this particular subject, 
because on that occasion he laid before 
the House what was being done and what 
they hoped to do in the future. The 
right hon. Gentleman had addressed to 
him this practical point. He suggested 
that the Local Government Board might 
consider the advisability of issuing a 
circular pointing out to the local authori- 
ties their powers and duties and liabilities 
in regard to motor car and vehicular 
traffic. The right hon. Gentleman was 
not to blame for raising this question, 
but as a matter of fact he had promised 
the House of Commons over a week ago 
that he would issue a circular not only 
upon the particular subject referred to 
by the right hon. Gentleman, but upon 
a number of other subjects akin to the 
point which the right hon. Gentleman had 
mentioned. That circular was under 
consideration, and he believed it would 
comply with the wishes not only of the 
right hon. Gentleman but also of others 
who had expressed their opinions upon 
the question. He agreed in the main 
that they ought to make Section 1 of the 
Motor Car Acts the basis of nearly all 
their actions in dealing with this subject. 
He believed that where a man drove any 
vehicle, whether horse-drawn or propelled 
bv mechanical means, to the danger of the 
public and to the risk of the lives of foot 
passengers passing across or using the 
roads, whether driving at one, five, fifteen, 
or twentv milesan hour, the driver should 
be held liable and fined and. in extreme 
cases, imprisoned. He shared the view 
that it detracted from the efficient and 
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proper discharge of the duties of a police- 
man engaged in controlling the roads to 
be watched by motor scouts, and that 
was a form of supervision which in his 
opinion the sooner they got rid of the 
better. He thought the Motor Associa- 
tion would be well advised to withdraw 
the motor scouts who watched the police, 
because he was perfectly convinced that 
the policemen could not do their duty as 
fairly and impartially as they ought to do, 
because both scouts and policemen were 
only human, and they could not get that 
impartial exercise of the duties of a police- 
man when he was supervised and spied 
upon by an army of unemployed scouts 
employed by motorists. With regard 
to sign posts, he had issued a 
that particular subject and perhaps the 
right hon. Gentleman who raised the 
question and motorists generally would be 
glad to know that in the last few vears 
nearly 10,000 sign posts had been put up 


by local authoities warning all sections | 


of the public as to the dangerous condi- 
tions of certain roads. He had also issued 
another circular as to local authorities 
and private owners of land contiguous 
to the roadways so to co-operate with the 
local authority and the police and district 
surveyors that corners of roads should 
be rounded off, that hedges should be re- 
duced in height at the cross roads, and 
generally speaking that the police, the 
local authorities, and others affected 
should co-operate in order to remove 


some of the dangerous places which | 


existed upon many of our roads. He 
would deal with the various points in 
the circular which he contemplated 
issuing, and with some of the mechanical 
points suggested to him. As an engineer 
himself he did not attach much impor- 
tance to mechanical contrivances, how- 
ever skilfully designed, with the object of 
applying to a motor car any mechanical 
governors for preventing a vehicle going 
over fifteen miles an hour. He knew how 
governors could manipulated. A 
large number of engines had governors, 
but there were methods of dealing with 
them and with safety valves which were 
known to engineers and which were not 
always approved of by inspectors. With 
regard to the question of the roads 
the Department had had an opportunity 
in co-operation with the local authorities 
of doing something ; and he was sending 
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an inspector, an engineer who knew the 
subject very well, to Paris, where the 
various cities of the Continent were 
holding an international conference on 
the question of road construction and 
maintenance and the adoption of reason- 
able and practical methods for the 
prevention of dust and the improvement 
of roads both in town and country, 
He had also asked the Motor Associations 
to consider seriously, not only in their 
own interest, but in the interest of the 
public who maintained the roads, whether 
they could not abandon the armoured, 


studded tires that were now general. 
He thought motorists would be well 
‘advised if they realised that public 
opinion was hardening — considerably 


against the man who owned a motor-car 


{and drove it under conditions and at a 


speed which were not in accerdance with 
the neighbourly and kindly amenities 
that ought to exist among all travellers 
the roads. They would be well 
advised if they recognised how public 
opinion was moving, and did not provoke 
the Department to go to the extreme 
leneth anti-motorists had advised them 
to go, which he would be very reluctant 
to do. They had to be told and, if 
necessary, compelled to put their house 
in order, and, if they did not, he would 
see that they were kept decently in order. 
He believed that the result of the circulars 
that had been issued, of the action now 
being taken, and of the hints he had 
given that afternoon to the motorists, 
would be that they would be able to 
allow a great industry to be developed 
consistently with a reasonable regard 
for life, and with a reasonable amount 
of safety. 


on 


He now came to the question of tuber- 
culos's. The right hon. Gentleman oppo- 
site very properly referred to the Com- 
mission which he appointed. That Com- 
mission was appointed some six years 
ago, and it had been presided over by 
two gentlemen of great distinction, and 
the doctors and officers who served on 


| it deserved the praise of the community. 


The final Report was in preparation, and 
he had been pressed by doctors and by 
some of the to extend 
the reference and scope of the inquiry. 
That he was disinclined to do, becase 
he thought that the £50,000 or £69,000 


Commissioners 


| it had cost and the six or seven years of 
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time it had taken were almost enough for 
the particular subject. He was, however, 
prepared to consider whether the present 
farm and laboratory so generously placed 
at the disposal of the nation at consider- 
able cost and some inconvenience by 
Lord Blyth might not be carried on. 
On the general question of infectivity, 
both in men and in animals, of tuber- 
eulosis he need not dwell, because in 
connection with the Milk Bill, which he 
had promised, which he had in draft, and 
which he hoped to let the House have as 
soon as he could obtain from the Board 
of Agriculture their views on the 
question of tubercular cows, they would 
he able to discuss it at ereater length. 
Serious though the scourge of consump- 
tion was, he did not hope for its discon- 
tinuance and final abatement so much 
from medical or laboratory work, as from 
other and better causes and remedies. 
Speaking broadly and generally, he 
regarded consumption, the world over, 
as a social clisease, due to low wages, bad 
and insufficient food, and bad house 
accommodation. It connoted, as a rule, 
a low standard of comfort, and synchron- 
ised with bad economic and social con- 
ditions, and until we rose to a higher 
standard we could never hope to get rid 
of consumption wholly. It was satis- 
factory to know as Britons, that in this 
regard, as’ in many other aspects of 
public health, we leading the 
world. In London one and a quartei 
persons died of consumption to two i 
Berlin and two and a half to three i 


—_ 


were 


Paris. To put it in a better form, in 
the last thirty vears the death-rate 
from consumption had diminished 
trom twenty-five to ten per LO.00). 


That had occurred since the Education 
Act of 1870 was passed, and the improve- 
ment had been accelerated during the 
past ten or fifteen years as the result 
of better public health legislation, and 
by cheap food which this nation com- 
manded for its poorer people to a greater 
extent, perhaps, than any other nation 
in the world. The hon. Member for 
Liverpool had spoken about the restric- 
tions of the Local Government Board 
with regard to the pertods of loans to 
local authorities. They granted eighty 
years for land, sixty years for houses 
under th» Hous'ng Acts, and only thirty 


years for other buildings includin: school 


{29 Jury 1908} 


Supply. 1566 


buildings. That was in nosense inconsis- 
tent orillogical. There was a great deal of 
difference in these objects. Houses paid 


Tent and were self-supporting, but there 


was nothing financially self-supporting 
in education, though the expenditure 
upon it was one which it was beneficial 
to the nation to incur. It might not be 
realised how quickly designs in schools 
changed and how quickly things altered. 
He would take the case of the London 
County Council. In the last three or 
four years the London County Council 
had been in a position to spend £140,000 
on the repair of schools before the loan 
period of thirty years became exhausted. 
That in itself was an argument for the 
policy which the Local Government 
Board pursued, and so long as he occupied 
his present post he would do his best 
to inculcate on local authorities that the 
present generation should bear, roughly 
speaking, its own burdens, and that 
loans should not be granted for too long 
a period. Considering how taste changed 
in regard to the designs of school build- 
ings, and how rapidly other things 
altered, it seemed to him that a capricious 
generation which spent a great deal in 
the improvement of schools should bear 
the responsibility for payment. Com- 
plaint had been made that it was unfair 
to local authorities to refuse to allow 
salaried officers to be paid out of loaned 
money. He was not a banker, but he 
knew sufficient of good finance to know 
that this was in the interest of 
authorities. It was essential that they 
should be noted for their credit because 
they had to get their money in markets 
that were very susceptible to unbusiness- 
like habits on the part of those to whom 
they lent money. Nobody in his position 
would allow salaried officers to be paid 
out of lent money. What was the 
hardship ? Supposing a loan was granted 
of £10,000 for a sewer, £5,000 was for 
material and £4,500 for wages. It was 
not fair that the surveyor, the engineer, 
and the superintendent of works, who 
ought to be salaried officers regularly 
employed, should have a portion of their 
salaries paid out of lent money. It 
was bad finance which he did not intend 
to run the risk of promoting. One of 
the chief difficulties in the unemployed 
problem in this country was the extent 
to which local authorities, and even 
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Government departments, had borrowed 
money and spent it in a way which took 
no notice of the regular employment 
of a smaller number of men on work 
while it was being carried out. 
process the Department had adopted 
of allowing no salary to be paid out of 
a loan had decasualised labour. Instead 
of interfering with direct employment, 
it had enabled local authorities to 
take a wider view of their duties, and 
to employ men more regularly than 
they otherwise would have done. 
Therefore, for financial reasons, he asked 
the House to support him. The hon. 
Member for Sunderland had raised the 
important question of the unemployed. 
It was only right that before he dealt 
with the speech of the hon. Member that 
he should congratulate the House on 
the of criticism, especially 
querulous criticism of his Department, 
and that the House should have the 
opportunity of knowing the facts in 
regard to the operations of the Local 
Government Board on the unemployed 


Supply. 


absence 


question. They had eighty-nine Dis- 
tress Committees in England = and 


Wales, of which thirty had received 
grants from the Local Government 
Board. England and Wales had received 
£124,000, of which £62,000 had gone 
to London alone, or £104,000 to London 
and district, which included West Ham, 
Walthamstow, Leyton, East Ham, and 
Tottenham. Scotland, with which, 
technically, he had nothing to do, had 
received over £19,000. Ireland had 
received £4,500. Whatever might be the 
outlook for Scotland and England and 
Wales—and he did not endorse the 
pessunistic outlook which had been 
uttered in the columns of Te Times by 
a gentleman who ought to know better — 
he was glad to say that Ireland, this last 
winter, had not been so badly oif as 
the year before, and, judging from what 
he heard, Ireland was not likely to 
share in the depression this coming 
winter in England and Wales—a depres- 
sion which, in his judgment, was exagger- 
ated. For the money expended, 90,000 
men were registered, and 3,000 women. 
These figures must be taken with many 
qualifications, because registration was 
very frequently loose and indulged 
in by men who were only unemployed for 
a short time, but were not out of work in 
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the ordinary sense of that phrase. Of 
those 90,000 registered, 54,000 were 
qualified, and of the 54,000 qualified 
37,000 received work ; or over 60 per cent, 
It was interesting to know that of the 
men qualified and registered, 5,469 
refused work, he hoped because after 
registering they had got work through the 
ordinary channels of their own trade, 
which was much better than relief work, 
80 per cent. of the total number of men 
registered were between the ages of 
twenty and fifty—rather a surprising 
thing; whereas, 26 per cent. were of the 
ages of thirty and forty. These figures 
indicated that the theory of ** too old at 
forty ” for many forms of work had in the 
past been exaggerated. Another inter- 
esting fact which he learnt from these 
figures was that 53 per cent. of the total 
number of men who were qualified and 
received work were general or casual 
labourers. 19 per cent. of the total were 
from the building trades, in which a large 
proportion of them would be genera! 
labourers, more skilled than casual, but 
still not mechanics, In other words, 
72 per cent. of the total number who were 
registered, qualified, and received work 
were either general or casual labourers, 
or from the building trades. The mer 
received from one and three quarters 
to sixteen weeks work; the women, 
he was glad to say, from twelve to 
thirteen and a_ half weeks’ work. 
The men received an average of 
£3 10s. for the work they did on the 
relief works, whilst labour colony men 
received £6 8s. on an average for the 
period they were at the various colonies. 
Six thousand people were emigrated 
through the agency of the local authorities 
and a new form of relief, perhaps in many 
ways the best form that had come to 
light, migration from one part of the 
country to another was resorted to in the 


case of 776 men. He had given this 
summary of the work of the distress 


committees because he thought it would 
be as well for the House to have a con- 
spectus of the facts before he dealt with 
the criticisms of hon. Members. He 
rejoiced to notice that not in one 
single instance had he received eithe: 
outside the House or from Members 
of the House who represented distressed 
areas, a single complaint or criticism as to 
lack of promptitude on the part of the 
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Local Government Board in dealing | to him to deal with through the winter, 


with this problem of the unemployed 
during the past year. He thought that 
mer. who knew him would credit him with 


| 


he hoped to do his duty sympathetic- 


‘ally and promptly up to the highest 


no lack of sympathy with this particular | 
subject. It was true that at times one | 
had to be more firm, or appear to be more 


firm, than one really was; but it was 
impossible to govern an Empire with a 
Cabinet of Sunny Jims. One could not 
administer an unemployed gran* so as to 
satisfy a number of sentimentalists, who, 
if they were in his office and hed un- 
controlled power over £200,000 would 
give much of the money at their disposal 
to their own district, to the wrong 
people, and at the wrong time, with the 
most disastrous results. In so far as he 
had been able to do so he had spen* this 
money with a due regard for work done, 
and every consideration for the claims of 
the local authority. That was demon- 
strated by the fact that he had received 
many votesof thanks which he had handed 
over to his colleagues. In fact, he was 
almost becoming more hardened to the 
votes of thanks which he had received 
from local authorities for the way in 
which the Department had carried on 
their work, than to votes of censure. 
He approached next winter, not with the 
gloomy expectation of some hon. Members. 
The hon. Member for Holderness had 
asked him, what the Local Government 
Board was going to do. He would 
tell him and he thought the hon. 
Member would approve. As soon 
as the Commission on Afforestation 
and Coast Erosion, of which the hon. 
Member himself was a useful Member, 
reported, which he hoped they would 
lo in the early autumn, the Government 
vere prepared to consider that report, 
to take the whole of it within their purview 
end, if possible, to be prompt and practical 
in interpreting the Report. But, as far 
is he was concerned he was not going 
‘o lose his head; or to be driven into 
oolish action at the instance of panic- 
nongers, political mischiefmakers, and 
yeople in certain quarters who, he did 
lot hesitate to say, were putting forward 
weconomic ideas, and using the unem- 
ployed toan extent which he hop»d would 
10ot be continued. He intended to ap- 
proach the winter with a golden heart but 
tot with a head of quicksilver; and if 
the hon. Member would leave this problem 


level. The hon. Member for Sunderland, 
who had a perfect right to speak on this 
subject, and whom he understood very 
well, had asked him if he would deal with 
the exceptional distress in his area. The 
hon. Member had said, and it was echoed 
by other Members, that the Department 
should show a little more freedom in deal- 
ing with th» subject, and a little more 
laxity in its treatment. The hon. Member 
had no complaint to make but thanked the 
President of the Local Government Board 
and his officers for the kindness with 
which they had treated the exceptional 
distress in Sunderland. He would tell 
the hon. Member why he should not be so 
depressed. The Local Government Board 
gave Sunderland £6,590, for which Sunder- 
land was grateful, and when the local 
authority asked if it wanted more money. 
the reply was in the negative. The 
£6,500 in no so se represented what 
Sunderland received last winter; it was 
only the nucleus of contributions from 
other sources, and no less than £22,000 was 
available altogether last winter to meet 
the exceptional distress in that district. 
If Sunderland was as reasonable next 
winter, and its citizens as public spirited 
as the rich engineers and shipbuilders 
of that district ought to be in giving out 
of their plenty to their poor fellow- 
citizens who had made their great fortunes 
and had placed many of them in an 
extraordinarily wealthy position, then 
the district and the Local Government 
Board together would be able to tide 
over any distress which might occur. 
The hon. Member could safely leave his 
own district in his own hands. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL: I will not for- 


get. 


*Mr. JOHN BURNS said that the hon. 
Member had made a reference to one or 
two things which he would have been 
well advised if he had left alone. 
He was much indebted to him for with- 
drawing the statement that any of the 
officers of the Local Government Board 
had written letters to the effect that 
Hollesley Bay was a place in which a 
subsidised industry was being carried on. 
He had said that he would be fair and 
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even generous to Hollesley Bay during for men trained at Hollesley Bay had 


the experimental period. How had he 
shown it? Apart from the purchase 
money, £43,475, the gross cost of 
management for Hollesley Bay for Icss 


than three years was £62,000. The 
receipts from sales of produce were 
£13,976. The net cost—he would not 


say loss, so as not to offend susceptibilities 
—was £48,391. How could anybody 
say he had been stern and unbending ? 
For this large sum 2,513 men had passed 
through the colony; they had from 
eight to sixteen weeks’ residence there 
on the average. The net cost per week 
per man between 3Cs. and 3ls. ; 
including loan charges it was 33s. For 
that they received board and lodging and 
bd. per week pocket-money. The wife 
and children in London received mainten- 
ance up to 17s. 6d. per week. 
agricultural labourer who worked sixty 
and seventy hours per week, had to pay 
rent and maintain wife and children on 
an average of 2s. or 3s. a week less than 
what the man’s wife and children received 
in London alone, no one could accuse 
him of harshness. What were the 
results! Of the 2,513, 148 had emigrated. 
Some people were under the impression 
that this was to be a school fur training 
emigrants for America and Canada and 
the Colonies generally. He had heen 
through America and Canada twice, and 
he had been told in both countries the 
farming was so different in those countries 
that the less a man knew of the British 
methods ofintensive cultivation the better. 
There was a great deal of difference 
between market gardening near a town 
and work on a ranch or prairie farm in 
America and Canada, and he found that 
the town man who had been to the train- 
ing colony was worse off when he went 
out there than he would have been if he 
had gone straight to the ranch or prairie 
farm with an energetic and adaptable 


Was 


mind. How many men had returned 
to the land? Thirty-seven only, and 
it was very significant that out of 


the 37, more than one-third were agri- 
cultural labourers before they went to 
Hollesley Bay. Only 18 per cent of 
the men had found work after they 
had left the colony, as far as could be 
ascertained. The settlement of the 
men in ordinary farm situations or in 
market gardens or in ordinary occupa- 
tions had proved in most cases impossible ; | 
consequently the only considerable outlet | 
Mr. John Burns, 


When an - 


been by emigration. 


The hon. Member for Jarrow had ap- 
pealed to him to spend in the forthcoming 
winter all the £200,000. He did not wish 
to misrepresent the hon. Gentleman, but 
if by that he meant that he was to 
spend this £200,000 without any regard 


to economic conditions he could 
assure the hon. member that, being 


Scotch, he was not likely to throw 
other people's money away without 
getting value for it. The bon. Member 
thought progress in this matter 
should be quicker. They all learnt 
experience by responsibility. The hon. 
member was of an adaptable nature and 
could readily assimilate himself to his 
environment, and he congratulated him 
on the way he was deing it. If ever the 
hon. gentleman found himself in the 
position of President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board he could assure himself that the 
same kind of criticisms would be levelled 
at him. The difficulty in dealing with 
unemployment was not so much to get 
money or to spend it, but how it could be 
spent for the employment of unemployed 
people without concurrently damaging 
better men than those they employed. 
The difficulty at Hollesley Bay was not 
how to employ the men, but how to 
get rid of the produce. And that was 
particularly true of women’s workrooms. 
They had to be very careful in providing 
State or municipal work for unemployed 
women that they were not providing 
opportunities for loafing husbands or 
sons to exploit their sisters, wives, and 
mothers to the permanent undoing of 
the workman and demoralisation of the 
wife and children. He was now going 
to quote the testimony of one of the 
ablest and best-informed women workers 
in the best of causes, the cause of her 
poorer sisters, whom we had in this 


country. He referred to Mrs. Tennant, 
of whom he had always had _ the 
greatest admiration and respect. Mrs. 


Tennant said— 


* The year’s working has shown the present 
system of employment to be but transitorily 
helpful. Limited as it has been to satisfying 
the requirements of the Em/‘gration and 
Working Colonies Committees, chiefly by plain 
needlework, it provides no industr al oui 
ment of permanent value. There is little 
market for needlework of the character required 
in the Poplar and Camberwell Workrooms ; 
and though the women leave the workrooms 
in nearly every case considerably improved in 
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industrial capacity, they have not, owing to 
the poorness of the outside market, appreciably 
improved their wage-earning position. 

“In the St. Paneras Tailoring Workroom, 

._ the women can learn a skilled trade 
under the guidance of an experienc+d tailoress ; 
and for those women the future holds more 
hope. But, unfortunately, that market is at 
the moment well provided with workers, and 
though [ hope individual women, previously 
unskilled, may now obtain the skilled employ- 
ment for which their training in the workrooms 
has titted them (especially where the period 
has been extended), [ cannot feel that the 
present system contributes to a solution of the 
problem.” 

At the same time he must refer to the 
fact that the Central Unemployed Body 
for London had expressed the opinion— 

“That the Women’s Work Department had 
possibilities of usefulness, but that there was a 
danger of women becoming the principal wage 
earners in families where the men are merely 
loafers, and also of their leaving other employ- 
ment to enter the workroom because of the 
better rate of pry and conditions.” 

The difficulty of the Local Government 
Board had not been to spend money 
and to provide women with work, but 
to see that the work was done under 
which would not damage 
other women who were equally entitled 
to their sympathy. His last point was 
this. What else could the Local Govern- 
ment Board do administratively, because 
they were not now dealing with legisla- 
tion / They could not deal with the 
matter by legislation to-day, but only 
by administration. He could assure 
the House that they could rely on his 
facilitating every loan subject to the 
rules of sound finance, to the work being 
properly carried out, and to its being 
thrown into the winter months. He had 
given the departmental officers a standing 
order that no loan should be kept back, 
and that even it should be accelerated 
in order that work might be given from 
November to March that otherwise 
might be done from March to October. 
All inquiries would be facilitated, and 
he was now in personal communication 
with officers, surveyors, engineers, rail- 
way managers, and the owners of docks 
and other large works to do everything 
in their power to diminish casual labour, 
and to diminish overtime, and to see 
that their commercial house was in 
order so that the amount of work, 
without having overtime, might be 
spread over the largest number of men 
possible. And what was the Govern- 


conditions 
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ment doing in the direction of adminis- 
tration and in the direction of palliation ? 
He did not want to have too much 
palliation in connection with the un- 
employed. He did not believe that any 
single administration in the course of 
three or four vears was going to solve 
the unemployed problem. He believed 
that no single Act of Parliament, except 
in conjunction with other economic and 
social forces, could do the good that 
some people expected. On this subject 
what were the Government confronted 
with ? First, they were confronted wt’ 
the Unemploved Act, and it was not 
he who had asked the House to pass 
it. To be perfectly frank, he did not 
think much of that Act, from which 
he had never expected much. When 
he came into office not only had he this 
Unemployed Act, but he had not the 
money necessary to make it reasonably 
efficient. The Government had supple- 
mented it with a grant which he had 
done his best to apply reasonably. As 
to any other legislative proposal or any 
other serious administrative change he 
had been unable to carry it out because 
the Unemployed Act, plus the grant, 
was accompanied by something which 
had tied his hands many times and in 
many directions. A Royal Commission 
was appointed to go into that special 
subject of the Poor Law. He hoped 
that their Report would be ready in 
October or November. Whether or not 
it was going to be as revolutionary as 
had been indicated in quarters 
he did not know; he was not in the 
Commission’s counsels and very properly 
so; but it might probably do as much 
harm in some directions as it might 
attempt to do good in others. But 
whatever it might do he was not going 
to prejudge it; he should duly con- 
sider it when it appeared. But beyond 
the Royal Commission on the Poor Law, 
this Government had thought it right 
to consider the question of coast erosion 
and afforestation, from which much had 
been expected. They had immediately 
appointed a Special Committee to deal 
with coast erosion and afforestation, 
and they had so arranged that the 
Reports on coast erosion and afforesta- 
tion should be concurrent with the 
production of the Royal Commission’s 
Report on the Poor Law. Beyond that 


some 





1575 Supply. 
the Government, by dealing with the 
small holdings question, housing, legis- 
lation for children, old-age pensions, 
by stimulating the building trade, and 
by other measures had done their best 
by legislation, by cash down, and by 
administration to discharge their duty 
towards the unemployed. He was con- 
vinced that the House was so satisfied 
with their administration and _ their 
conduct that it would pass these Esti- 
mates. He believed that they would 
do so mainly because they, the Depart- 
ment, had administered the Unemployed 
Act with sympathy and_ reasonable 
moral courage, and had never turned 
aside any good work that would benefit 
the community by giving it an un- 
sympathetic ear or an unkind thought. 
Personally, it was not only with perfect 
confidence that he asked the House of 
Commons to endorse their action with 
regard to motor cars, vaccination, tuber- 
culosis and many other matters that 
had been discussed, but he claimed 
his salary on the broad ground that 
he had earned and deserved it, and that 
the Government as a whole had done 
their duty to the unemployed. 


*Str CHARLES W. DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean) said he could not 
grudge the time that the Local Govern- 
ment Board Vote had very properly 
occupied that afternoon, and a longer 
time might have been occupied in the 
dissection of some of the remarks of his 
right hon. friend who had just sat down. 
The right hon. Gentleman had voted 
himself his own salary without a division, 
the circumstances being such that the 
House had no option but to give him 
his salary without a division, for the 
form of supply before them to-day was 
most inconvenient and without precedent. 
On former occasions when an arrange- 
ment had been come to such as that of 
to-day the step was taken to propose 
the Vote to be discussed as a separate 
Vote from its class, and then the Report 
being separate they were enabled to 
take it in the ordinary way. To-day, 
of course, there had been no question 
before the House when the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for South Dublin 
rose, and therefore his speech had the 
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allowing the President of the Local 
Government Board to vote his own salary, 
No division was then possible. The 
Home Office Vote on which he desired 
to speak, had to be put into a com- 
paratively short period that night, and 
the effect of that, he was afraid, must 
be that those who had general con- 
fidence in the administration of his 
right hon. friend must cut out any 
praise which they might be disposed 
to give him—and he should be disposed 
to give a great deal—in order to save 
time by confining themselves only to 
points of criticism. If they did that, he 
hoped that the right hon. Gentleman 
would understand that the criticism 
was offered to save time, without praise, 
The Home Office Vote, although it had 
less time for its discussion, was more 
important this year than it had been 
for a long time past, because of the extra- 
ordinary consensus of opinion among 
inspectors in all parts of the country 
as to the immense increase in the em- 
ployment of young girls and children 
in factory work. This wes connected, 
he believed, with an illegality, that was 
to say with the that the 
employment was under circumstances 
distinctly not contemplated by the 
present law, the mere enforcement of 
which would put an end to many of 
the evils of which the inspectors com- 
plained. The House was aware of the 
extraordinary difficulties of inspection 
which were caused by the exceptional 
hours in certain trades, exceptional hours 
which had been the subject of frequent 
debate in that House. The exempted 
processes had often been the subject 
of attack on the Home Office in past 
years by the Christian Social Union 
Committee, and by many others. The 
exempted processes, such as fish curing, 
bottling or preserving fruit, and—also 
laundries—were specimens of the danger 
which that House incurred when it 
tried to treat individual cases by ex- 
ceptional hours, or where there was a 
total absence of the regulation of hours 
which it was unable to treat. Tast year 
he had made a strong attempt to obtain 
for the House the Reports on the fish- 
curing industry made by Health Officers 


admission 


effect, it being necessary for Mr. Speaker | to the Scottish Local Government Board. 
to put a Question to the House, of | The Home Office had referred him to the 
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Scottish Office, and the Scottish Office 
refused to give them. 
reason that, for a few years past, had 
been given on several occasions, but to 
none of which it was applicable, that 
the papers were so bulky it would be 
too costly to print them. They might 


Supply. 


of course have been placed in the Library, | 
but they had failed to do even that. | 


In the Report laid before Parliament, 
Miss Paterson, one of the inspectors, 
stated that she had had an opportunity 
of perusing these Reports, and she had 
called marked attention tothem. Might he 
complain that the lateness of the Home 
Office Vote was due partly to the lateness 
of the issue of the Report’ In the time 
of the late Gcvernment they got the 
Report at the end of May, and over and 


over again they had the Home Office | 


Vote six weeks before the end of the 


session, and in the first week of July. | 


The result was that they had not on this 
occasion had an opportunity of eliciting 
many of the facts which earlier issue of 
the Report would have enabled them 
to ascertain. Miss Paterson said that 
she had had an opportunity of reading 
Reports as to the fish-curing 
industry. and she had quoted them. 
had asked the Under- 


Last vear he 
Secretary about this matter, and he 


these 


had replied that a portion of the Reports | 


would be incorporated in a special Report. 
Itwas quite true that thechief inspector 
iad given up his well-deserved holiday 
0 Investigating the facts of this industry, 
ut they had not had this Report. He 
iad asked for it the other day, and he 
vas told that it was incorporated in 
he inspector’s principal Report. In 
he principal Report there was only a 
eries of proposals with regard to hours, 
vading up to suggestions for further 
vlaxation of the law in Scotland. It 
‘as entirely opposed to every other 
eport of the inspectors in every other 
jortion of the Blue-book. Miss Paterson 
n her Report pointed out the lack 
{ water supply, defective structural 
wrangements, scavenging, 
ad insufficient sanitary accommodation, 
ud she hoped that the publicaticn 
{ the Scottish Reports would lead 
some improvement. ‘Lhese Reports 
‘ad never been placed before the House. 


absence of 


‘ne called attention, as did many of the 
other inspectors, to the imooasibility 
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| of enforcing the law so far as hours went 
They gave the | in these emergency processes, and to the 


| extent to which exemptions were fraudu- 
| lently used, not for the purposes stated 
'in the Act of Parliament, but for the 
| purpose of evading regulation of hours 
altogether—in the fish trade, for example, 
to catch a particular market, and in the 
jam trade in the same way. Here came 
in the first of these numerous allusions 
to the enormous increase this year in 
the employment of young girls in factory 
work, and in work of the heaviest aifd 
most kind. Miss Paterson 
said— 


straining 


** Girls are taking to this work at an earlier 
age than formerly. The young girl feels the 
strain oflong spells... The irregularity of the 
hours is a heavy drawback, as well as the low 
standard of housing accommodation.” 

Miss Paterson’s Report did not stand 
alone in this respect. At Great Yar- 
mouth the inspector pointed out that the 
Home Office was far from having 
secured adherence to the standard which 
they had prescribed by order. For 
instance, he found one dav working 
at Yarmouth 1,079 women, for whom 
there was only accommodation of twenty- 
four conveniences, which was far below 
the number required by the order. At 
Lowestoft there were 129 women on 
one plot, and 156 on another, with only 
three conveniences in each case, again 
far below the standard of the order. 
But in spite of these facts the chief 
inspector’s words only appeared to point 
to further proposals for relaxation of 
hours, whereas the House had always 
viewed with the greatest jealousy all 
these exempted and knew 
from these Reports that the exemptions 
were invariably abused. There was a 
Report by Miss Vines, dealing with the 
other exempted process primarily, but 
who mentioned both together in words 
which ought to have the attention of 
the House. On page 175 of the Report 
Miss Vines, showing that the exemption 
was again fraudulently misused, said— 


processes 


“Tt cannot be too strongly impressed that 
exemptions should involve special care in seeing 
that the Factory Act is strictly carried out in 
the non-exempted Special legal 
licence in one process should accompany strict 
compliance with the law in the other processes 
not exempted as far as hours go.” 


processes. 


Miss Anderson, Principal Lady Inspector, 
dealt with the larger question im her 
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Report, and pointed out on page 147 the 
industrial change that was now taking 
place in the employment of young 
workers. She said that several inspectors 
noted the increased employment of 
little girls in factory work 
attending to machinery, and that four 
inspectors pointed out the need for 
increased watchfulness over, the health 
and safety of young girls in factories 
who had just left school, not half-timers, 
but whole-timers, under fourteen years 
of age. Miss Squire went so far as 
to say that she had inspected, in the 
vear,a number of factories which looked 
like schools, filled with girls in short 
frocks and long hair, and attention 
was drawn over and over again to the 
marked increase of the employment of 
young girls, notably in the pen trade, 
in work formerly done by women. 
The villages round Bradford were noted 
for the large proportion of persons under 
thirteen who were now employed. In 
seven mills there were 243  full-timers 
under thirteen vears old, and Miss 
Lovibond stated that the strain of work- 
ing in Weaving was very great on children 
of that tender age. These were rather 
startling facts, because this kind of 
child slavery in the case of boys they 
thought they had got rid of a great 
many Vears ago, and it was undoubtedly 
rapidly increasing in the ease of girls 
in factory and machinery work. The 
statement from Belfast no doubt con- 
cerned cases where prosecutions were 
attempted but under the wrong law. 
There they found very young children 
now working after ten at night. On 
Good Friday three children of twelve, 
nine, and seven vears of age worked 
from nine o'clock in the morning till 
8.45 p.m. In that case the magistrates 
decided by a majority that the place 
was not a workshop, and was exempted 
under Section 114 of the Consolidated 
Factory Act. It was admitted that the 
employment was injurious to the ch'ldrea, 
and the inspector stated that there wis 
a distinct deterioration in physige 
caused by this increase of young employ- 
ment, the children being ‘“ pressed into 
service’? as he said. 
yase on page 178 where there was a 
prosecution which also seemed to him 


to have been taken under the wrong | 
Belfast was mentioned again | 


statute. 
Sir Charles W. Dilke. 
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| there by another inspector, and the 
heat and moisture were distinctly stated 
to be worse in that particular set of 
mills than was the case even in Lan- 
cashire, and these were full-timers, 
girls under fourteen years of age. The 
conditions were particularly dangerous 
for children, the inspector said, and 
Miss Martindale, another inspector, con- 
| tinued on the same line. She pointed 
out that the effect of working ten hours 
a dav on a child twelve vears of age, 
underfed and unsuitably clothed, was 
most serious. She pointed out how she 
had come across cases of children being 
worked who were “ quite unfit” for the 
work. Sheexp!ained that in some of these 
cases the children had passed the cer- 
tifving surgeon, but they were unfit for 
they work, in one case suffering from 
ophthalmia and in another from mill 
fever, and several of the family had 
died. All these children, she said, had 
been certified. One certifying surgeon 
complained to her that it was impossible 
for him to say at the time of the first 
employment that the child was unfit 
for work, but he referrec certain doubt- 
ful cases to the inspector. Then there 
was suspension for re-examination under 
Section 67 of the Factory Act. Then 
came a case where the details were per- 
fectly frightful—a child of thirteen so 
ill-developed as to be an average child 
of nine and quite unfit. There were 
most distressing details. and in this 
case it was specifically alleged that the 
child was working as a cager, and having 
to lift very heavy weights, and the 
results were pointed out in Miss Martin- 
dale’s terrible words. Then Miss Squire 
had similar cases of the increased em- 
ployment of young girls in machinery 
processes. In Leeds, little girls aged 
thirteen were, she reported, employed 
in the ironing work, which those who 
were familiar with the Pimlico factory 
knew was very heavy work, in a high 
temperature and where the weights 
which would have to be lifted with an 
effort would cause a strain to which 
i girls of that age certainly ought not to 
'be exposed. The certifying surgeon 
agreed with the inspector as to the 
unsuitability of the employment for 
small and undersized girls, spoke of 
spinal curvature, and declared it to be 
an employment for which children were 
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quite unfit. Miss Squire went on io| 
say— 


‘Unfortunately the work to which girls are 
put is frequently not disclosed to the certifying 
surgeon, and the certificate is not given with 
any reference whatever to the class of employ- 
ment in which the little girls should be employed. 
My colleagues and I have drawn the attention 
of the certifying surgeon to individual cases of 
girls who are unfit for the work, and processes 
which seem harmful.” 


There was a law recently passed for the 
purpose of dealing with employment of 
this kind, but that law was not enforced, 
and so far as he was aware no prosecu- 
tions had been taken under it. The 
Employment of Children Act, 1903, con- 
tained ageneral section called ‘* General 
Restrictions,” and there were two sub- 
sections which had been put in for the 
purpose of dealing with cases of this kind 
In two or three of the most frightful of 
these instances the lifting of weights 
was one of the matters dealt with. Sub- 
section 4 of Section 3, which was the 
general clause, had these words— 

“ A child shall not be employed to lift, carry, 
or move anything likely to cause injury to the 
child.” 

Subsection 5 used these words— 


* Achild shall not be employed in any oceupa- 
tion likely to be injurious to the health or 
safety of the child.” 


Why were prosecutions not taken under 
that lav ? Why was that clause a dead 
letter ? When the employment of chil- 
dren under fourteen was increasing so 
rapidly, prosecutions ought to be taken 
in all cases where there was a reasonable 
chance of success. A very closely con- 
nected subject was that of infant mor- 
tality in certain trades, such as that of 
potting, in which a large number of 
mothers were employed and where the 
rate of infant mortality was very high. 
Miss Vines, on page 187 of the Report 
dealt with that question. Last year the 
Report gave an enormously high infant 
mortality for the Potteries as a whole. 
The medical officers, in their Reports for 
last year, said the rate of infant mortality 
for Eng'and was the lowest ever re- 
corded, and the Potteries showed a fair 
proportion of that decline. The decrease 
was wholly due to summer diarrheea. 
Miss Vine’s Report on page 187 dealt with 
that subject. After pointing out that it 


Was a very good year as far as infant 
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mortality was concerned, she said that 
nevertheless at Longton she investigated 
certain cases which seemed to account 
for the extraordinary high rate of mor- 
tality in the Potteries. She gave some 


| frightful cases of the illegal employ- 


ment of women and girls and chil- 
dren on Sundays for long hours. 
At Longton a girl of fourteen was em- 
ployed in transferring on a Sunday. 
A woman was told to come to work on 
the same Sunday, and because she 
excused herself on the ground that her 
baby was ill she was dismissed without 
notice. There were other cases of that 
kind. He had this vear been able to 
obtain the Reports of medical officers 
of health foreach of these localities where 
the mortality among working mothers 
was exceptionally high. Miss Vine’s 
Report dealt with Longton, where the 
death-rate the year before was the 
highest in the country. The medical 
officerof Longton, in his Report this year, 
said the rit? was the lowest ever 
recorded in the borough, and he went 
on to say that— 


* Although this is very pleasant, I must call 
attention to the fact that infantile mortality 


>? 


allover England was exceptionally low in 1907. 


| He further pointed out that the decrease 


was wholly due to summer diarrhea, 
because there had only been twenty- 
three deaths in Longton from that 
cause, Whereas the year before the num- 
ber was 120. The figures given by the 
medical officer for Longton were very 
interesting, because he fo lowed each cas2 
and showed the infant death-rate in 
the cases of emploved mothers. It was 
a very terrible table which showed that 
in Longton of the cases examined 281 
mothers were employed in the potting 
industry and twenty - seven ‘ other- 


wise.” Through the courtesy of the 
Staffordshire authorities he had seen 
the forthcoming report of Dr. Reid, 


the medical officer for the county.{oa 
infant mortality in the potting towns. 
He told them this terribly sad fact, that 
“in Longton . among infants arti- 
ficially fed the mortality is increased 
four and a_ half times.” Although 
there was not a very large proportion 
of mothers employed in the potting 
trade the mortality among their infarts 


| who were brought up by hand in the 





1583 Supply. 
absence of the mothers was so fright- 
fully high that it accounted for the pre- 
eminence cf the potting towns, taken 
as a group, in infant mortality. 
would not go through all the figures he 
had regarding other towns. 
in spite of the decline in diarrhea, 
there, as everywhere, the mortality 
was still frightfully high—a rate of 188, 
and the medical officer in reporting this 
“excessively high” rate said the cause 
was the ‘*‘ baneful factory employment of 
married women.” In Fenton, although 
deaths from diarrhoea were sixteen as 
against forty-two in previous years, yet 
the rate had actually risen this year to 
164, including sixty-two deaths from 


atrophy. The medical officer advised 
legislation against employment of 


mothers in potting, but of course it 
was outside that debate to discuss that. 
A larger number of mothers 


were 
employed in dusty processes and 
were exposed to fibroid tuberculosis. 
The Under-Secretary of State for 


the Home Department, who had given 
so much attention to the dusty pro- 
cesses, knew what the probable effect 
of dusty employment was upon the 
mothers. Dr. Oliver, who was sup- 
ported by scientific evidence from other 
countries,’ said— 

““ Where both parents were working in lead 
the children, if born alive, died shortly after 
birth, as it had a peculiarly baneful influence 
in causing still-birth, short life or imbecility.” 
A comparison. between the potting wards 
and the non-potting wards of the urban 
andrural districts which were around the 
potting boroughs proved that to be the 
case. In the potting ward of Fenton, 
although part of Fenton was rural, * nearly 
one-fifth of the total number of children 
born had died before one year.” Hanley 
figures were rather better this year. The 
Stoke medical officer said although it was 


below.the local average it was still * very | 


unsatisfactory when compared with even 
the rate for the seventy-six large towns.” 


In the Wolstanton potting ward the same | 
thing was to be found, a rate of 172, and | 


and{the medical officer said— 


‘4This high infant mortality was no doubt 


due in a great measure to the greater number of | 


women who are working.” 

The’ pressure which was constantly being 
exercised on the Home Office in regard to 
the. use of lead was now more willingly 


Sir Charles W. Dilke. 
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received than it was a few years ago, 
He had cause to complain of a speech by 
Mr. Cunynghame of the Home Office 
some time ago, but he made a speech at 
Hanley last autumn, on November 22nd, 
to which he could take no possible ex- 
ception, and it was what everyone would 
_ Wish him to say. Mr. Cunynghame said, 
on that occasion— 

“The Home Office believed the use of lead 
must always be a source of danger.” 


and he recommended continued scientific 
research on the subject. Last year there 
was an increase of fatal cases and there 
had been an increase of cases in the last 
half-year. They had not got back to the 
same condition they were in when his 


friends startel the agitation in the 
time of the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite who did so much to try 
and meet their views, but the cases 
were rising enormously fast again. He 


knew this must give some anxiety to the 
Home Office. In the first half of the 
present year the cases were seventy of 
lead poisoning in the potting trade as 
against thirty-eight in the corresponding 
six months last year and although the 
deaths were fewer, in the last month or 
two they had been rising again very fast, 
Last year he complained of some retro- 
gression on the part of the Government 
Departments in regard to the example 
thev set in the use of leadless glaze, and 
he was glad this year there were some 
signs of improvement. In the last large 
contract placed the Postmaster- 
General for insulators there was a 
large proportion, of leadless glaze, and 
there were some signs of a fresh attempt 
to induce the great offices outside the 
ordinary ken of the Office of Works and 
the Home Office to come into the general 
scheme. He believed it was the case 
‘that a conference was agreed to in 
principle at which the War Office, the 
Admiralty, and other Departments should 
be represented and that that conference 
only wanted the formal assent of the 
Secretary for War and the First Lord of 
the Admiralty, which no doubt would be 
/immediately given. They were some- 
times taunted with having ‘leadless 
| glaze” not up to the official standard. Last 
week there was laid before the House 
ithe Official Report of Dr. Thorpe, the 
| Government analyst, and he was glad to 
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find from that Report that it was clear 
that all of the 1 percent. or 2 per cent. 
standards which he investigated were all 
right and came within the margin, and 
were all they professed to be. But when 


Supply. 


they came to the five per cent. standard, | 


there he found a great excess, and it was 


quite clear the old 5 per cent. standard | 
The only other | 


was of very little use. 
subject he wished to mention was that 


truck might have been dealt with, and 
also that the larger question of general 
insurance for workman’s compensation 


would have been the subject of the | 


inquiry which was promised two years 
ago. He would say nothing on 
second subject, because an answer had 
already been given. In regard to truck 


the 


he might say that the appointment of | 


the Committee was the result of a Motion 
carried on the first private Members’ 
day of this Parliament. No doubt the 
subject was very difficult, but the Report 
was definitely promised for Easter. 
It was now put off till “* November,” and 
they saw the chance of legislation receding 
every day. The Annual Report was 
full of evidence of the necessity of dealing 
once more with this difficult subject, 
and, therefore, it was well to recognise 
fully the desire of his right hon. friend 
to initiate legislation as the result of 
the inquiries—inquiries themselves in 
arrear—and he was sure the right hon. 
Gentleman would be pleased if the House 
would help him forward in the matter. 


*Mr. JESSE COLLINGS (Birmingham, 


{29 Jury 1908} 


| to come to 
|ment. It 


Bordesley) said he wanted to call the | 


attention of the Home Secretary to a 
matter in connection with the 
founding industry which was of pressing 
importance to every district in which 
that important industry existed. He 


brass- 


would state the facts as shortly as pos- | 


sible. In June of last year there were draft 
regulations issued affecting the factories 
where brass-casting was carried on. 
There were numerous objections raised 
to some of those recommendations by 
trade associations and 
commerce, with the result that the Home 
Secretary ordered a public inquiry to 
be held. The inquiry was held in Bir- 


mingham, Glasgow, and other places. 
ixpert and general 


It lasted six days. 


chambers of | 


| the 
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evidence was given against certain details 


Supply. 


of the regulations. The manufacturers, 
while making objections, showed them- 
selves most conciliatory and in agree- 
ment with the principle that the condi- 
tions of the workers should be made 
as favourable as possible. The expenses 
of the inquiry were heavy for providing 
evidence, counsel, and so forth, amounting 


| in Birmingham alone to severa! hundreds 
labour legislation was falling into arrear. | 
There was a hope that the subject of | 


of pounds. The Home Office then made 
a very wise suggestion in order to cut 


the inquiry short and save expense. 


Seeing that the Home Office and the 
manufacturers were not widely apart 
in their views, it was suggested chat 
a conference should be held in order 
some satisfactory agree- 
was agreed by the repre- 
sentatives of all parties concerned 
—including Mr. W. J. Davis, the repre- 
sentative of the National Society of 
Brassworkers and Metal Mechanics, an 
able man who, while keeping a jealous 
watch over the interests of the workers, 
was always ready to consider the reason- 
able requirements of the manufacturers 
—that certain modifications should be 
made in the regulations. Though the 
manufacturers were not satisfied with 
the concessions they received, they were 
prepared to accept them as a settlement 
of the matter. It was agreed to submit 
these modifications to the Commissioner. 
that a general agreement was 
arrived at by the conference and others 
concerned, the manufacturers naturally 
expected that the modifications agreed 
to by the parties would be embodied in 
the revised regulations. Evidently there 
had been a misunderstanding at the 
Home Office such as might easily happen 
in connection with a large Department 
like that, and he hoped the Home Secre- 
tary would be able to correct it. ¢/The 
Commissioner’s Report to the Home 
Secretary was dated 21st March, this 
year. The recommendations made by 
Commissioner were contained in 
the appendix to the Report. In those 
recommendations one important con- 
cession arrived at by the conference 
was granted, but there were other two 
equally important which, though also 
agreed to at the conference, were rejected. 
That Report, though dated 21st March, 
did not appear to have been published 
until 26th June. It was noticed in the 


Seeing 
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Press on 27th June. As soon as they 
saw it, the manufacturers met and made 
communications to the Home Office urging 
the Home Secretary, notwithstanding the 
recommendations of the Commissioner, to 
accept the modifications which his own 
advisers recommended at the conference 


{COMMONS} 


—advisers who had more knowledge of | 


the trade, and of the subject generally, 
than any Commissioner who was a lawyer 
could have. Shortly after that communi- 
cation was made to the Home Office it 
was discovered that the regulations were 
actually signed on 20th June—six days 
before they were published, and seven 
days before those interested in them 
could obtain a copy. . lt appeared that no 
notification to the Chambers of Com- 
merce was given until Friday, the 24th 
inst., and further that up till now there 
had been no public notification that the 
regulations had been agreed on and 
signed. 
conceded, these regulations were word for 
word taken from the regulations con- 
tained in the appendix to the Com- 
missioner’s Report. ‘The manufacturers 
naturally felt that they had been some- 
what unfairly treated, especially after the 
manner in which they had shown their 
willingness to help the Home Oftice in 
every way, and after the unanimous 
decision which had been arrived at at the 
conference. He was far from blaming 
the Home Secretary in the matter. He 
thought it would be found that when the 
right hon. Gentleman signed the regula- 
tions he was under the impression that 
the recommendations arrived at unani- 
mously at the conference were included in 
the final draft of the regulations. But 
he did very much blame the Commis- 
sioner for acting in such an arbitrary 
manner, and taking no notice of two of 
the most important recommendations of 
the conference. He supposed that the 
Commissioner was not inclined to be over- 
ridden in regard to the recommendations 
he had himself made. Under the Act of 
1901 the regu'ations had to be placed on 
the Table of both Houses of Parliament 
for forty days. He had referred to the 
list, and it appeared that they were laid 
on the Table on June 29th—three days 
after the Report was published, so that 
there were thirty of the forty days gone. 
As the Session was practically ended, 
there would be no time or opportunity for 
raising a discussion in Parliament, al- 
though the object of laying regulations 
Mr. Jesse Collings. 
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on the Table was that there should be an 
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opportunity for discussion. He would 
respectfully suggest to the Home Seere- 
tary that, seeing there had been a mis. 
understanding or error—he was casting 
no reflection on anybody—he should 
withdraw the regulations and re-lay them 
on the Table at some time after he had 


considered whether or not they should be 


With the exception of one point | 


corrected in accordance with the unani- 
mous recommendations of his own confer- 
ence. Another reason why this should he 
done was that the draft regulations were 
originally issued after an interview with 
the representatives of trade unions, and 
that the manufacturers had no oppor- 
tunity of expressing their views. It was 
afterwards found that there was one im- 
portant point in the regulations which 
was absolutely impracticable. With re- 
gard to one section of the trade, if that 
regulation had been enforced it would 
have been disastrous, for it would have 
heen impossible to make good castings at 
all. If the regulations as they now stood 
were carried out, they would involve 
thousands of pounds to the manu 
facturers, but if the concessions which 
were recommended to be made were 
adopted, the expenditure would be con- 
siderably lessened. Looking to the im- 
portance of the matter, he hoped the 
Home Secretary would be able to give 
some assurance upon it. The brass: 
founding trade in Birmingham was in a 
deplorable state. There was hardly a 
manufacturer who was making any money 
in that vast industry, which employed 
thousands of people. A large number 
in the trade were considerable losers. 
He trusted that his right hon. friend 
would give the assurance that those 
modifications which had been recom- 
mended, not only by his own advisers 
but by the representatives of all sections 
of the trade, would be adopted. 


Mr. GILL (Bolton) said that no one 
could read the Report of the Factory 
and Workshops’ Inspectors without being 
struck with the magnitude of our in- 
dustrial position. It appeared to him 
and to those with whom he acted, that 
it was a pity they could not have had 
this Report issued much earlier in the 
veer; because there had been too little 
time since its issue to study it carefully. 
There were fewer than 257,193 
factories and workshops in the country, 
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and t hese 
Last vear 


were increasing every year. 
the number added was no 
less than 2,000. To cope with this 
large number, there were only 165 
inspectors of all classes; and no one 
could say that that number could deal 
adequately with the work of inspec- 
tion. He was, however, glad to know 
that the Home Secretary was now 
increasing the number to something like 
90, and he ventured to express the 
hope that a considerable number of the 
new inspectors would be practical mer 
who had a knowledge of machinery. 
In the cotton trade they had had to 
complain of a mean practice which was 
known as “time cribbing,”’—a practice 
which, so far as he knew, did not prevail 
in other trades. That practice 
sisted of taking a few minutes of the 
operatives’ time at different meal hours. 
Complaints of this had been made for 
several vears, and he thought that at 
last they had found a Home Secretary 
who was sympathetic to the workers, 
and was trying to do something to stop 
this particular grievance. During the 
past vear the inspectors had been more 
active than previously. He found that 
88 cases were reported in 1906, and 
penalties inflicted to the amount of 
£1,149, while last vear 1,062 cases were 
reported, and in every one a conviction 
followed, with penalties amounting to 
£1,741. There had been difficultv in 
getting the magistrates to inflict penalties 
formerly, but that practice had been 
stopped, owing to the special eiforts 
of the Home Secretary. The assistant 
inspectors had helped in obtaining con- 
victions; and he asked the right hon. 
Gentleman whether the suggestion which 
had been made to him of employing 
the police in regard to violations of the 


con- 


Factorv Act had been carried out, and | 


with what success? The practice of 
“time cribbing” was still going on, 
and it was more active in some districts 
than in others, and he thought that 
every eifort should be made to have 
the practice still further reduced. The 
number of accidents was increasing 
enormously, The total number of acci- 
dents in factories and workshops had 
increased from 111,904 in 1906 to 124,325 
in 1907. That was at the rate of 400 
accidents for every working day of the 


year. Out of that number 1,179 were 


{29 JuLy 1908} 
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fatal; which simply meant that on 
every working day in the year four 
persons were killed while following their 
occupation. In regard to card rooms 
in the cotton mills, a deputation had 
waited upon the right hon. Gentleman 
and had shown him certain models 
which, if adopted, would certainly reduce 
the number of accidents very much. 
Mr. Crabtree, inspector for the Old- 
ham District, had favourably reported 
on the models for improved fencing 
in the card rooms, and he thought 
there was no excuse whatever for the 
Home Secretary’s not insisting that this 
improved fencing should be put in 
operation, seeing that the appliances 
could be adopted without great cost. 
There had improvements 
in the spinning department, but there 
was room for still further improvements 
in the fencing there, as the number of 
accidents had increased during the past 
vear. It had been said that there was 
now a Compensation Act in operation, 
but no amount of compensation was 
adequate for the loss of a limb. With 
regard to the ventilation in card-rooms, 
much remained to be done. The de- 
putation had submitted to the 
Home Secretary models for improving the 
ventilation. Lancashire operatives took 
care that they did not complain of what 
was going on in cotton mills unless they 
had some justification, and they also 
tried to find means for overcoming the 
difficulties by submitting models of 
improved apparatus. Mr. Crabtree, the 
inspector, referred in his Report to the 
exceedingly dirty condition of some of 
the card-rooms, and said that the only 
ventilation was by open windows, which 
only blew the dust more effectually on the 
workers. There was great improvement 
in the ventilation in some of the new 
mills. Anyone acquamted with the 
cotton trade knew that raw cotton was 
much charged with dust; and that dust 
had to be cleared before the cotton was 
spun into yarn. He gave credit to many 
of the employers for what they had done 
to improve the ventilation. Fans were 
in use for drawing out the dust and letting 
in the fresh air, but the appliances were 
still far from perfect. He believed that 
these could be improved at little cost, 
and the operatives were entitled to ask 
that something should be done in this 


also been 


also 
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respect. Chest diseases were very 
numerous in the carding-rooms, caused 
by the dust. He had a Report issued 
by the Amalgamated Association of 
Card and Blowing Room Operatives, 
containing fiftv medical certificates re- 


Supply. 


lating to the illness of workers in the | 


card-rooms caused by the dust. He 


would read one or two in proof of the | 


case he was making. 


“TT hereby certify that J. C., aged thirty-two 
years,suffers from bronchitis, and that the nature 
of his occupation in blowing-room of a cotton 
mill is conducive to the development of this 
complaint, owing to dust produced in the pro- 
cesses of manufacture.” 


That was signed by H. Ashton, Medical 


Officer of Health, Chadderton. Another 
certificate stated that— 
“ J.J.B., thirty-four years of age, suffers 


from chronic bonchitis and emehysema of some 
years’ duration, after nineteen years’ work in 
the card-room of a cotton mill, and that, in my 
opinion, the disease is due largely to the dust 
amongst which he has worked.” 


The great bulk of these fifty certificates | 


were of the same character. Seeing 
thet there was so much suffering at an 
early age on the part of those engaged 
in this occupation, he asked the Home 
Secretary to push this matter forward 
and compel the employers to adopt the 
very best system of dust removal and 
ventilation. A deputation had also 
brought before the Home Secretary the 
conditions of employment in bleaching 
and dye works. The Act of Parliament 
of 1901 provided that women could work 
for five hours without an interval for 
meals : 
be put in operation in exceptional cir- 
cumstances. Latterly some of the firms 


had been trying to make the rule per- | 


manent. Women had to leave home 
at six o'clock in order to begin work at 
seven in the bleaching and dyeing works. 
They got nothing to eat until twelve 
o'clock at noon, and then had to resume 
work at one o'clock, and continue at it 
until six, probably not reaching home 
till after seven o'clock. That was too 
long for women and young persons to be 
without meal, especially in such 
employment as they were engaged in 
in bleaching and dye works. The right 
hon. Gentleman had promised to make 
inquiry into the matter, and he wanted 
to know the result. He was glad that 


Mr. Gill. 


{COMMONS} 


but that was only intended to | 
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|a Humidity Commission had been ap- 
 siclatell and the weavers were hoping 
for an improvement in that respect, 
| He desired to thank the right hon. Gentle- 
}man for the sympathy he had shown 
| to the textile trades. They had pegged 
away at these questions for a long time, 
| and he trusted that the right hon. Gentle- 
man would continue to show his sym- 
| pathy and do his best to remove these 
grievances. 


| 
| Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES (Durham, 
N.W.) said that that was the first time, 
| during the twenty-two years he had been 
a Member of the House, that he had 
known the Home Office Vote occupy 
the position of second Order of the day, 
and be given only a fragment of the even- 
| ing for its discussion. The Home Office 
dealt with the administration of justice, 
| of the police of the kingdom and notably 
of the Metropolis ; with the administra- 
tion of factories, mines and workshops, 
| and a variety of other matters, and that 
was the first time during tho 


| session 
'that they had had an opportunity to 
| criticise the work of that Department, 
ito submit suggestions to the right 
|hon. Gentleman or to interrogate him 
as to the work done by the various 
subordinate bodies which he controlled or 
had created. Thev were now at the fag 
end of the li most 
deplorable thing, it was unprecedented, 
and he hoped it would never happen 
again. He wished to refer to the 
question of the Police Commission. 
They had taken a long time over their 
Report, but they had shown most remark- 
|able skill in investigating the details 
}of a number of undoubtedly difficult 
matters in connection with the administra- 
tion of the police foree. With 
|result of that Commission everyone 
| was gratified, although it was a matter 
that was known without the intervention 
of the Commission. The moral, physical, 
and intellectual character of the police 
force as a body was worthy of Metro- 
politan public confidences, and compared 
favourably with that of any police force in 
the country. But although that was true, 
the Report gave cause for grave dis- 
quietude. It presented a state of things 
of which the public at large was wholly 
unaware, and for which a considerable 
|measure of responsibility attached to 
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the Home Office for its lack of adminis- 
trative control over the Metropolitan 
police force. The Commission found tht, 
of eighteen cases which they investigated, 
some trifling and some grave, seven were 
substantiated, a rather large proportion. 
In one out of the remaining eleven cases, 
a serious matter, the bribery of the 
police by bookmakers, no acquittal 
was given to the officer concerned other 
than that the Commission found the case 
not proved—a very significant finding. 
In two others of the remainder, the 
censure applied to the superior officers 
as well as the officer concerned. During 
a period of ten years there were in the 
aggregate nearly 1.000 cases of mis- 
conduct, under three heads, charged 
against the police. There were 548 cases 
of complaint of improper relations be- 
tween the police and bookmakers. It 
was perfectly true that only twenty 
of those cases which were complaints 
by private persons, were established, 
but concurrently with that, there 
were twelve complaints by superior 
officers which were all substantiaced. 
There were ninety-two cases of 
improper conduct on the part of 
the police in regard to prostitutes 
and brothels, of which some, they were 
not told how many, were substantiated, 
whilst there were thirteen complaints 
by superior officers which were all sub- 
stantiated. There were 215 
improper relations with publicans, of 
which some were substantiated, and 
nineteen complaints by superior officers 
which were all substantiated. He did 
not wish to exaggerate the effect of these 
figures on his mind, but although these 
complaints extended over a period of 
ten years they were sufficiently numerous 
to show that a higher standard should 
be if possible created in the Metropolitan 
police. The Commissioners’ Report 
said— 


cases of 


“The Force cannot, as a whole, be absolved 
from the charge of receiving money from book. 
makers.” 

If those words meant anything they 
meant that the practice of bribery of 
the police by the bookmakers largely 
prevailed in the Force. In a body of 
10,000 men it was of course impossible 
to secure immunity from improper con- 
duct on the part of a constable, and on 
the whole they were satisfied that the 


VOL. CXCIII. (FourtH Sertes.] 
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| police were well conducted, but these 
| were matters that could not be lightly 
| passed over. The Home Office was the 
| Watch Committee of the Metropolitan 
| Police, and how did it do its duty? He 
found from the evidence given by the 
head permanent official of the Home 
| Office that the usual course when com- 
plaints came in from the public was to 
hand them over to the Chief Commis- 
sioner of the Police. That was to say 
that the Home Office, whose duty was 
to protect and vindicate the public, 
abrogated its duty and handed it over 
to one it was supposed to supervise, 
and the entire investigation was left 
to the Chief Commissioner. He was 
glad to say that that was a system that 
did not obtain in any foreign country 


or any town or county of. Great 
Britain. Such supervision on the part 
of the Home Office was less than 
nil. It was easy to understand how 
it was that all complaints of the 
superior officers were substantiated 
while only a fragment of the 


public complaints were substantiated. 
The Chief Commissioner was a 
man most desirous of doing his duty. 
He was absolutely without control. He 
was an irresponsible officer in absolute 
control of the Metropolitan police. The 
Home Office had abrogated its function, 
not merely during the present adminis- 
tration, but also during previous ad- 
ministrations, and excused itself on the 
ground that there was no machinery 
in the Department for the purpose. 
Machinery, however, might very readily 
_be arranged. What was the method 
of dealing with complaints made against 
individual members of the police? There 
ought to be some remedy for a wronged 
;man, and the were sufficiently 
nunerous to require proper methods of 
vindication. If he went to the Home 
Office, they referred him to Scotland 
Yard, and the chief there sent the 
complaint on to the superintendent o7 
inspector of the station to which the 
officer complained of was attached. 
That officer asked the accused constable 
to make his report, and, when the 
constable had made it, either alone or 
in collaboration with his comrades, he 
' handed it to the inspector, a mere petty 
functionary, who, if he chose, wrote 
his comments upon it and then forwarded 
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it to the Chief Commissioner. The Chief 
Commissioner thereupon formed his 
judgment upon the ex parte statement 
of the accused constable. He was not, 
of course, speaking of cases which ex- 
cited public interest, when perhaps the 
Home Office requested the Chief Com- 
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missioner to send one of the higher 
officials to investigate the matter. 


Another method adopted was to send 
the complaint to the superintendent 
ov inspector who held an inquiry, calling 
before him the complainant and the 


constable complained of. These pro- 
ceedings, however, were so grotesque 


that the complainant was not allowed 
to address questions by way of examina- 
tion to the constable except by the 
grace and favour of that exalted 
functionary the inspector of police, and 
then only through his lips. The in- 
spector adjudicated, and, upon his report 
the Chief Commissioner acted. Such 
was the ludicrous procedure. It would 
be serious if there were only a few cases 
of alleged police misconduct ; 
although the police magistrates paid a 
high tribute to the police as a body, 
they said—and everybody knew—that 
complaints of the conduct of the police 
were fairly frequent. Whether they were 
frequent or not, however, an aggrieved 
member of the public had a right to 
go to the Home Office, and the Home 
Office should be bound to appoint a 
proper tribunal for the purpose of 
investigating such complaints and giving 
satisfaction 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Guap- 
sTONE, Leeds, W.): May I ask what 
kind of tribunal the hon. Member sug- 
gests / 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES said there 
should be the same kind of inquiry as 
took place in the case of Continental 
police forces. There was there a high 
official appointed independent of the 
police. He heard and investigated the 
complaint and adjudicated upon it. 
The right hon. Gentleman asked him what 
remedy could be suggested; but, when 
the thing was investigated by petty 
officers of the police immediately in 
contact with the accused constable, 


Mr. Atherley-Jones, 


{COMMONS} 


but, | 
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he should have thought any alternative 
would have been considered preferable 
to the present system. The absurdity 
of the thing did not end there. If the 
complaint was of such a grave character 
that it might be made the subject of 
a criminal charge, what, forsooth, the 
Home Office or Scotland Yard, with the 
approval of the Home Office, did was to 
say to the complainant: ‘Your remedy 
is by action.” He, therefore, could 
not get the constable punished without 
he went to the trouble and expense of 
bringing an action against him. The 
whole thing read like a fairy tale, but 
anything more monstrous could not 
conceived. These complaints were 
| mostly in connection with night charges, 
The false charges were made at a time 
and under conditions when and in a 
locality where they could be made with 
impunity, and very often there were 
no witnesses who could appear on behalf 
of the person wrongfully arrested. Most 
of the cases were noxious and sordid 
cases of drunkenness and assault. When 
a man who was falsely charged with 
drunkenness challenged the charge and 
asked to see a doctor, the 
was allowed to have was the paid official 
of the police. He was far from passing 
any aspersions upon a highly honour- 
able body of professional men, but 
it was notorious that the police 
surgeons had every inducement offered 
to them to report favourably to 
the police. The Commission recognised 
that, and said it was desirable that there 
should be a list of independent medical 
men placed at the disposal of the man 
complaining. These were matters in 
the administration of the Metropolitan 
police which required attention, and 
there were other matters with which 
time did not permit him to deal. It 
was a glaring injustice that there should 
not be any independent tribunal for the 
purpose of investigating these complaints. 
/He had the greatest respect for the 
Metropolitan magistrates. There was no 
more painstaking body of men, but they 
told him that the amount of work im- 
posed upon them was so heavy that it 
was absolutely prohibitive of any full 
and patient investigation of the night 
charges brought before them. It was, 
‘he thought, due to the parsimony of the 
Treasury that there was not a considerable 


Supply. 





| be 


doctor he 








96 


ive 
ble 
ity 
the 
ter 
of 
the 
the 
; to 
ody 
wuld 
out 
. of 
The 
but 
not 
vere 
ges, 
ime 
nh a 
vith 
vere 
half 
Lost 
rdid 
Then 
with 
and 
r he 
icial 
ssing 
\our- 
but 
olice 
fered 
to 
nised 
there 
dical 
man 
s in 
litan 
and 
vhich 
. it 
hould 
yr the 
aints. 
r the 
‘as no 
they 
k im- 
nat it 
full 
night 
was, 
of the 
erable 











1597 


Supply. 
increase in the number of police magis- 
trates in the Metropolis. They were 
verv hard worked, they were not over- 


paid, their occupation was certainly | 


not very cheerful, and it was only natural 
they should follow the lines of least re- 
sistance and endeavour to dispose of 
their work with as great dispatch as 


possible. He was very much afraid that 


this general verdict of acquittal of the | 
police force would cause the Home| 


Office to be absolutely supinely indifferent 
to the investigation and removal of 


grievances to some of which he had |} 
He should continue to press | 


referred. 
the matter upon the right hon. Gentle- 
man, and he hoped he would pay atten- 
tion to the recommendations addressed 
to him by the Commission. He 
mitted the difficulty of improving the 
supervision of the police and of affording 
proper facilities to persons who were 
accused of drunkenness of demonstrating 
that they were not in that state; but, 
if the right hon. Gentleman set up a 
proper tribunal to whom persons who 
felt themselves aggrieved might apply, 
he would satisfy every legitimate demand 
of the public. There was a tendency 
to overpamper the police. They were 
very highly paid as compared with men 
of their class [Cries of * No.”] Hon. 
Members were not perhaps acquainted 
with the comparison of the industrial 


classes. 


ad- 


Mr. REMNANT (Finsbury, Holborn) : 
Yes we are, and the police are the worst 
paid of the lot. 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES said he did | 


not agree. The policeman, after serving 
a period of a little over twenty years, 
received a pension of about £1, and where 


could the hon. Member point to any other | 


occupation, civil, military, or naval, 
Where a similar pension was given? He 
admitted the high standard and efficiency 
of the force and that the present chief 
was discharging his duty with ability, 
tact, and discernment ; but he certainly 
thought it was necessary to have some- 
thing like a rational system of adminis- 
tration. 


*Sirk HENRY CRAIK (Glasgow and}some of these other bodies. 


Aberdeen Universities) said he would 
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not follow the example of the hon. and 
learned Gentleman in speaking for thirty- 
five minutes when the opportunities 
open to all other Members of the House 
were so short, He had listened with 
astonishment to the verdict which the 
hon. and learned Gentleman had passed 
on the Report of the Police Commission. 
However opinions might have varied 
before the appointment of the Com- 
mission it would be a matter of surprise 
if after the Report there should be any 
other verdict than that it had fully 
established the high character which 
many of them attached to the Metropoli- 
tan police—a character above suspicion 
—which was not altered by anvthing, to 
his mind, that the hon. and learned 
| Gentleman had adduced. 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES said he 
| hoped the hon. Member would not mis- 
interpret and impute to him the utter- 
ance of opinions which were entirely 
| contrary to what he had said. He had 
said he had the highest opinion of the 
police force in London and he entirely 
agreed with the Report. 


Sir HENRY CRAIK thought that most 
of those who had heard the hon. and 
learned Member’s speech would come to 
the conclusion that it was wanting in 
that generosity which was the fair meed 
of the police after the Report—a generous 
verdict which he was certain few in the 
House or outside it would have any 
| difficulty in accepting. He wished to 
bring before the House a matter of the 
first importance with regard to the 
Metropolis. The object of his criticism 
was to bring to the noice of the Home 
Secretary points in which he thought his 
| administration of the present law relating 
to motor *buses had been defective. There 
were a great many important bodies 
concerned in that matter. There were 
‘the Home Office, the Board of Trade, 
the Local Government Board, the County 
| Council, the Borough Councils, and the 
| City Corporation. The right hon. Gentle- 
|man was too apt in meeting various 
| deputations and in answering questions 
|to try to suggest that the duties which 


| now rested upon him should be laid wpon 
But he 
the right hon. Gentleman as 


| regarded 


312 
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the chief sinner under the present legis- | route which was distinctly laid down in 


lative conditions. He had allowed oppor- 
tunities which might have checked this 
evil to pass by, and he seemed to plece 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


upon each statute which he had to | 
administer the interpretation which 
would most limit his own powers. He | 


would like to point out @ certain in-| 


consistency in the suggestions which 


the right hon. Gentleman had made. | 
In an answer to himself as to whether | 
some authority might not be entrusted | 


with the prescribing of routes 
the checking of the grossest anomelies 
and nuisances created by these motor 
buses, he answered that it would be 
impossible to confer the necessary powers 


and | 


on the London County Counadl or any | 


other local authority, end, in fect, thet 
no municipal authority could have such 
duties laid upon it. To a deputation 
from the City on 14th July the right 
hon. Gentleman said— 

* Under the law as it stood there was not the 
power to direct the traftic from one street to 
another. That to his mind was much more a 
municipal question, and it should be dealt with 
by the municipal authorities.” 


The very course that he deprecated. in 
his answer to him was the course which 
he suggested to the deputation. The 
right hon. Gentleman asked what were 
the powers which he might make use of 
and had not used. That which he had 
chiefly in mind was the Metropolitan 
Streets Act, which in Section 11 perfectly 
clearly provided that the Chief Com- 
missioner of Police might make regula- 
tions subject to the approval of the 
Home Secretary with respect to the 
route to be taken by all carts, carriages, 
and other vehicles. The right hon. 
Gentleman had stated that this section 
was practically inoperative because of 
the proviso that-— 


* This section shall not authorise the Com- 


y 


missioner of Police or the Secretary of State to | 


limit the number of Metropolitan stage carriages 
which may pass down any street.” 


What 


original provisions of the clause ¢ 


the earlier part of the section, what was 
the use of enacting the section at all 2 
What meaning did the right hon. Gentle- 
man draw from the section ? It seemed 
to b2 perfectly clear. It meant that if 
they opened a certain route to these 
Metropolitan stage carriages they must 
not by any arbitrary restriction prevent 
fair competition amongst different stage 
carriages. It did not mean that they 
relinquished the power conferred upon the: 
police by the earlier part of the section. 


As a matter of fact that power was 
assumed in various other instances, 
in all the larger municipal boroughs 
in Scotland, and in many _ boroughs 
throughout England. The view that 
,made the section inoperative was 


only adopted on certain legal advice. 
It had never been the subject of any 
judicial decision. But even supposing 
this restriction on his powers to exist, 
had the Home Secr tary no other powers 
He had the power of licensing vehicles, 
and he contended that that power had 
not been sufficiently or properly exer- 
There were 1,037 licensed 
motor buses, and there had been 8,500 
reported as defective. That meant that 
each existing motor had 
ported as defective on more than eight 
occasions. Could he contend that the 
licence in the hands of the police was 


cised. some 


bus been re- 


anything but inefficient when it was 
exercised with such undue laxity that 


vehicles were allowed to run which had 
no proper place upon the streets / It 
was this undue and laxity in 
licensing vehicles that had produced all 
the evils—over-weight, defective machin- 
ery, and difficulties as to 
noise, and smell. Those were the things 
that had introduced a number of vehicles 
in the of London which were 
unfit for traffic and were rendering the 
life of the people almost intolerable. 
It was impossible in the — time 


ease 


vibration, 


streets 


_at his disposal properly to elaborate the 
But how was that incons‘stent with the | 


was the meaning of the sec‘ion as a/| 


whole ? It must have some rational 
meaning, and if the fact that they could 
not prevent fair competition between 
different licensed vehicles was to be ex- 


tended to the further point that they could | 
| to take issue with the hon. Member for 


not exercise the power of prescribing the 


Sir Henry Craik. 


argument, but it was one of the first 
importance to the inhabitants of the 
Metropolis who were exposed by the 
laxity of licensing to added trouble and 
danger to life. 


*Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS (Kent. St. 


Augustine’s) said he wished first of all 
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Durham with regard to the comments 
he had made upon the Metropolitan 
Police and upon the Report of the Com- 
missioners. The hon. Member said the 
Report gave rise to great disquietude. 
After considering it very carefully, he 
had come to exactly the contrary con- 
clusion. He certainly thought the Report 
had given great confidence to the public 
who now knew that they had not only 
an efficient, but a perfectly properly 
conducted police force. The Commis- 
sion was to inquire into and report upon 
the duties of the Metropolitan Police, 
especially in dealing with cases of drun- 
kenness, disorder, and solicitation in the 
streets, and the manner in which these 
duties were discharged. The result of 
the Commission, he thought, must be 
most satisfactory, and their findings 
practically welcomed by all dwellers 
in the Metropolis, and those inhabitants 
of the country who valued the due ad- 
ministration of law and order. The 
Metropolitan Police had extremely d'ffi- 
cult duties to perform, and they performed 
them, not only as the Commission had 
shown, but in the knowledge of all 
those who had had anything to 
do with the administration of justice 
in London, in an extremely able 
manner and with very” great tact. 
They had some very delicate duties to 
perform, and thev had shown thot they 
were 2 force to be proud of. On this 
question he dissociated himself alto- 
gether from the remarks of the hon. 
Member for Durham. An importart 
recommendation was made in the Report 
of the Police Commission in regard to 
complaints as to the misbehaviour of 
constables made by private persons to the 
Commissioner of Police. It was to the 
efleet that a proper officer should be 
appointed who had had great experience 
of lawas wellasof administration to deal 
with such complaints. He wished to 
ask the Home Secretary whether he 
proposed to carry out that recom- 
mendation. He was certain that if he 
dil he would give great satisfaction to 
the public and to the police themselves. 
The House should remember that the 
members of the Metropolitan Police 
Force welcomed the appointment of 
the Police Commission, and they would 
evually welcome the carrying out of 
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| their recommendations. He would also 
like to know when the Report of the 
Vivisection Commission was likely to 
be presented to Parliament. Although 
he was one of those who did not agree 
with the views of those who desired to 
put an end to vivisection, at the 
same time he thought a great deal of 
unnecessary criticism would be put an 
end to when the Report of that Com- 
mission was laid on the Table of the 
House. The time was so limited that 
evening that it was almost impossible 
for him to take any further part in the 
debate on the subject which had beer 
raised by the right hon. Baronet the Mem- 
ber for the Forest of Dean, who always 
took up these factory questions. It was 
ro fault of the Home Office that th’s 
Vote was put down so late. While 
thev all wanted to have the Report 
earlier they cou'd not take it until they 
had received the Report of the factory 
inspectors. If in future vears it was 
impossible for this hard-working official 
to make his Report earier they might, 
if the Home Office Vote had been put 
dowr on an earlier date, discuss those 
questions which did not deal with the 
Factoty Report and on another occasion 
later dissuss factory ques*ions. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE said he would like 
first of all to say a word or two upon the 
lateness of the debate. Nobody had 
greater sympathy with the complaints of 
hon. Members on this point than he had 
himself; it was just as inconvenient 
to the Home Secretary as to hon. Mem- 
bers that this debate should take plac > at 
so late a period of the session, but it did 
so by force of circumstances. He quite 
appreciated the difficulty which always 
arose on account of the Report of the 
Chief Inspector not being available 
earlier, and he could assure the House 
that he would make a determined effort 
to secure an improvement in this matter 


next year even at the cost of some 
curcailmsnt in the Report. He would 
consider the matter very carefully 


and he would try to secure that the 
debate on this subject should take place 
somewhat earlier in the session in future. 


.His right hon. friend had asked him a 


question with regard to the Vivisection 
Commission, but he was afraid he could 
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not answer him definitely. He had been | Commission had given universal satisfac- 


informed some time ago that the Com- 
mission had ceased to take evidence, 
and they were considering their Report. 
He had good reason for assuming that 
in the course of a month or twa the 
Report of that Commission would be 
presented to the House. The right hon. 
Gentleman opposite had also asked hima 
question about one of the recommenda- 
tions of the Metropolitan Police Com- 
mission relating to the appointment of 
an independent police officer to deal 
with complaints made by private persons 
against the police. He was taking that 
matter at once into consideration. and 
he thought he might say that the Govern- 
ment would give effect to that recommen- 
dation. He quite agreed with his right hon. 
friend’s criticism of the speech of the hon. 
and learned Member for North-West Dur- 
ham. The hon. and learned Member 
brought several charges against the police 
administration in conjunction with the 
Home Office, but as the hon. and learned 
Member had left the House, perhaps it was 
not necessary ‘o deal withthem. But he 
would like to say one or two words about 
the Police Commission. So far as he was 
concerned he would never have consented 
to the appointment of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Metropolitan Police 
had it not been for the fact that its 
appointment was strongly pressed upon 
him by the Commissioner of Police 
himself. He had the fullest faith in 
the Metropolitan Police. When things 
were being said about them he was quite 
prepared to stand by them, because he 
always felt sure that he had a strong 
case to defend; but so persistent were 
the attacks on the police in the House 
and in the Press that the Police Com- 
missioner himself came to him and said 
that in the interests of the force he 
thought there should be an inquiry. 
As the Commissioner himself had made 
that request the Government came to 
the conclusion that it ought to be granted. 
He wished to emphasise tle fact that the 
Commission was never appointed because 
the Government had any doubt as 
to the efficiency of the Metropolitan 
Police. To the many services rendered 
by the present Commissioner of the Police 
during his admirable administration, 
should be added the setting up of this 
Commission. The Report of the Police 


Mr. Gladstone. 


tion, especially to the Metropolis, which 
was proud to have such striking testimony 
to the character and efficiency of this 
famous civil force. On the careful and 
exhaustive judgment of the hon. Member 
for Swansea and his colleagues he would 
only say that to officers and men alike it 
would prove a splendid and a permanent 
encouragement to them in the discharge of 
their difficult and trying duties. The 
recommendations which the Commission 
had m de would receive the most careful 
consideration. As regarded the evils 
which were alleged by his hon. friend to 
exist now he would remind the House that 
they were the very mitters which the Com- 
mission were appointed to inquire into and 
report upon. They had the Report, and let 
the House remember the effect of it. 
During the vears 1903, 1904, and 1905, 
which were under review, the arrests for 
drunkenness and prosecutions for dis- 
orderly conduct numbered 210,000. The 
Commission only found it necessary toin- 
quire into nineteen cases of arrest out of 
that vast number. They found that 
there were only five cases of arrests which 
were not justified, and only nine members 
of the force were found guilty of mis- 
conduct. That in a force of 17,000 men 
and covering a period of three vears was 
the most remarkable record of any police 
force in the history of modern times. 
With regard to the subject of motor omni- 
buses he had not the time to deal with 
the whole of it. He had already stated 
his views, but he wished to remind the 
hon. Member who had attacked him for 
not putting into force the Metropolitan 
Street Act that he was only inheriting 
the condition of things which prevented 
the police from directing the omnibus 
traffic. The hon. Member seemed to 
think that he had suddenly refused to put 
the law into operation, but the Law Officers 
of the Crown some time ago advised his 
predecessors that under the statute to 
which he had referred authority was not 
given to divert omnibus traffic. The 
deputation which he had __ received 
the other day from the City authorities 
stated that they had themselves been 
advised by their own local legal authority 
that no such power existed, and they im- 
pressed upon him that it was advisable 
that they should have such power, and 
he quite agreed with them. This was not 
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a difficulty of his own creation! Hon. 
Members appeared to think that the 
authorities were satisfied with the present 
type of motor bus. On the contrary, with 
hon. Members, the Government desired to 
have effective improvement, and nothing 
would please him better than to find some 
speedy method of producing an improve- 
ment if it was only to defend themselves 
against these constant attacks. He could 
assure the House that the police had, as a 
matter of fact, been doing all they could 
under their powers to deal with this 
question, short of prohibiting these motor 
omnibuses from using the streets. 


Sir HENRY CRAIK said it was the 
licensing of motor omnibuses that he 


referred to. 


*\Vr. GLADSTONE said that with regard 


to licensing he was considering whether | 
as a condition of granting a licence he | 
should not reduce the speed to twelve | 


miles an hour. 


Sir HENRY 


weight. 


CRAIK : And the 


*Mr. GLADSTONE said that thereagain 
the hon. Member would find that the 
matter would rectify itself with a little 
patience. To-day they were running some 
motor omnibuses carrying a full comple- 


ment of passengers which were three- | 


quarters of a ton lighter than the old 
tvpe. They were getting gradually to 
a better type of vehicle, and as regarded 
speed he was now considering as an 
alternative whether they should not 
require every motor omnibus to affix 
an automatic regulator which 
come into action as soon as the vehicle 
reached a speed of twelve miles an hour. 


Sin HENRY CRAIK said he did not 


speak of speed but of weight and vibra- | 


tion. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE 


said he had to 


answer a variety of questions—weight, | 


vibration, speed, smell, and oil-droppings. 
Speed had to be considered in relation to 
weizht. As regarded the dropping of 
oil, and smoke emission, a number 
of prosecutions had been undertaken 
and some convictions had been secured. 
He thanked his right hon. friend the 
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Member for the Forest of Dean for his 
speech. It was throughout expressed 
in terms which would be most helpful 
to his Department. In regard to fish- 
curing, his right hon. friend would agree 
with him that it was a most difficult 
question. The Chief Inspector had shown 
that that was the case, and he had made 
certain suggestions which were deserving 
of consideration, He had only come 
into possession of the Report in the last 
few days. The attention of the Depart- 
ment would certainly be directed to the 
matter with the view to effecting an 
improvement. He would send the Chief 
Inspector to the Scottish Office, and he 
would suggest that extracts from the 
Scottish Reports should be published. 





would | 


The question of the employment of young 
girls was a most important point. His 
right hon. friend hed shown from the 
quotations which he read what was going 
on, and there was certainly necessity 
for something being done to bring about 
|an improvement. He had been asked 
| why the Employment of Children Act 
had not been used. He was unable 
to say at present, but he assured his 
right hon. friend that he would go 
| closely into the matter in order to see 
if more effective action could be taken 
under that Act. He reminded his right 
hon. friend that a Committee was now 
sitting on lead poisoning, and it woud 


inquire into the subject of infant 
mortality in the pottery towns. Last 
November a Conference of Medical 


Officers had been held at the Home Office, 
and a statistical inquiry was proceeding 
in 2a number of towns with a view 
of ascertaining the relation 
infant mortality and factory employmen*. 
The results of the inquiry were being 
tabulated, and he hoped they would 
get some useful information in that 
| way. As regarded Government Depart- 
ments and the use of lead a conference 
would be held in the course of the next 
|few months. His right hon. friend had 
‘referred to legislation. There were 
already some arrears of legislation 
regarding matters coming within 
the scope of the Home Office work. 
| That was not their fault. They had 
| been pretty busy with legislation. They 
|had this session the Children Bill, 
| the Mines (Eight Hours) Bill, the 
Crime Bill, and the 


between 


| Prevention of 
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Licensing Bill. All he could say was 
that they would do their best to deal 
with the Reports which came to them, 
and notably with the Report on 
sweating. 
port of the Truck Committee as soon as 
it was received. There wasa'so the ques- 
tion of S op Hours. They were increasing 
the strength of the lady inspectors by 
40) per cent., and it was important that 
the House should have some intimation 
in regard to any changes which might 
attend this increase of strength. The 
divisional system was to be extended. 


The time had come when the de- 
mands of the country for the ser- 
vices of more lady inspectors could 
not be resisted. The main strength 
of the lady inspectors had hitherto 
been concentrated in London. <A large 


new division was to be established with its 
centre at Marchester. Other divisions 
would follow at Birminghym and Leeds, 
bu itwas impossible to go ahead quickly 
with this formation of divisions. The 
strength of the lady inspectors was too 
low, and it would be futile to increase 
that strength bevond the capacity 
of the senior ladies for the effec- 
ve training of probationers. TT ere 
was going to be no change in the 
character of the excellent work done 
by the lady inspectors. Part of their 
work, as now, would consist of special 
inquires, brt -‘egular duties would 
be allotted to them similar to those 
they were now doing in London, Xe t- 
land, and elsewhere. He referred to 
inspection and reports in connection with 
laundries, dressmaking, frnit-preserving, 
fish-curing, infant mortality, lead poison- 
ing, accidents in certain industrics, and 
generally all those questions which 
specially related to the industrial re- 
quirements of women end girls. <A 
conference between the superintending 
inspector and senior lady inspectors 
would be held, and a scheme of work 
would be submitted for the approval 
of headquarters The special sphere 
and functions of lady inspectors would 
be maintained, care being taken to give 
as much elasticity as 
the new organisations. He thanked 
the hon. Member for Bolton — for 
his appreciation of the work done in 
regard to time-cribbing. They had not 
yet had much success through the agency 


Mr. Gladstone. 
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of the police in regard to prosecutions, 
but what they had done was to strengthen 
public opinion, and to form it in con- 
demnation of this very reprehensible 
practice, and therefore all these matters 
were, so to speak, “ weighing in” to 
secure that desirable object. In regard 
to the Regulations for brass works to 
which his right hon. friend the Member 
for the Bordesley Division had called 
attention, he would like to say that the 
usual practice in regard to inquiry had 
been followed in this matter. In 1997, 
draft Regulations were drawn up affecting 
There was an 


Supply. 


the brass industry. in- 
quiry ordered under the Act, and a 
gentleman of great experience was 


directed to inquire into the subject on 
behalf of the Home Office. Before the 
completion of the evidence there was 
the informal conference to which the 
right hon. Gentleman had alluded, and 
some arrangement, also informal, was 
come to with regard to the recommenda- 
tion of certain modifications. He wished 
to remind the right hon. Gent’eman, 
however, that th’s conf vene» was fo: the 
purpose of laying suggestions before the 
Commissioner who had gone to Birmingham 
to hear both He had all the 
evidence in front of him, and upon that 
information he made his decision. In 
the usual course the Report came before 
himself, and it was signed on 20th June. 
It had been lying on the Table for thirty 
days, no objec ion had been taken to it, 
and he could hardly think, therefore, that 
there was anything in it to which s rious 
exce y ioncouldbetaken. The right hon. 
Gentleman had not told him the precise 
point to which exception was taken by 
the Chamber of Commerce. He promised 
the right hon. Gentleman, however, that 
he would look into the matter and find 
out what had really happened, but he 
could assure him that there had been no 
departure from the usual practice of 
inquiry in this particular case. 


sides. 


*Mr. JESSE COLLINGS: Will the 
right hon. Gentleman say why he did 
not accept the unanimous recommenda- 
tions of a very strong conference held 
on the subjec: ¢ 


*Mr. GLADSTONE said that the 
parties concerned in the question met 
together in order to submit views to 
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the Commissioner, and these parties 
apparently had a friendly and entirely 
jnformal conference. The Home Office 
was not concerned in it. 


Mr. JESSE COLLINGS: It was the 
Home Office’s suggestion that the con- 
ference should be held. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE said that what 
they agreed about were certain points 
which they decided to submit to the 
Commissioner. These points were sub- 
mitted to the Commissioner, who, upon 
his own discretion, took the course now 
complained of. 


Me. H. J. TENNANT (Berwickshire) 
asked whether there would be an oppor- 
tunity in the autumn session of continuing 
this discussion. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE said he was no? re- 
sponsible for the lateness of the debate. He 
would suggest that hon. Members had 
themselves been a little lax in not taking 
steps in the usual form to have the Vote 
discussed earlier. 


{29 JuLy 1908} 
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And, it being Ten of the Clock, Mr. 
SPEAKER, in pursuance of Standing Order 
No. 15, proceeded to put forthwith the 
Question necessary to dispose of the 
Report of the Resolution then under 
consideration. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Mr. Speaker then proceeded, in pur- 
suance of Standing Order No. 15, to put 
forthwith the Questions, That this House 
doth agree with the Committee in the 
outstanding Resolutions reported in re- 
spect of each Class of the Civil Services 
Estimates, the Navy Estimates, the Army 
Estimates, and the Revenue Depart- 
ments Estimates. 


CIVIL SERVICES ESTIMATES, 1908-9. 
Crass I. 

Question put, “ That this House doth 
agree with the Committee in the out- 
standing Resolutions reported in respect 
of Class I. of the Civil Services Esti- 
mates.” 

The House divided :—Ayes, 247 ; Noes, 
69. (Division List No. 232.) 
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Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
M‘Arthur, Charles 

Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Nicholson, Wm. G.(Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

(Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Rawlinson, John Frederick Peel 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renton, Leslie 


Crass II. 


{29 JuLy 1908} 
Roberts, 8S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 


| Ronaldshay, Ear! of 

| Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 

| Starkey, John R. 
Staveley-Hil!, Henry (Staff’sh.) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Talbot, Lord E, (Chichester) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell- (Lanark) 
Thornton, Perey M. 


Supply. 1614 
Valentia, Viscount 

Williams, Col, R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York,E.R. 
Wolff, Gustav Wilheim 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Mr. 
George D. Faber and Mr. 
Joynson-Hicks. 


; of Class II. of the Civil Services Esti- 


| mates.” 


Question put, “‘ That this House doth | 
agree with the Committee in the out-| The House divided :—Ayes, 251; Noes, 


standing Resolutions reported in respect | 69. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Agnew, George William 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barnard, E. B. 
Barnes, G. N. 
Beauchamp, E, 
Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 
Beck, \. Cecil 
Bell, Richard 
Bellairs, Carlyon 
Bennett, E. N. 
Berridge, T. H. D. 
Bethell,Sir J H.( Essex,Romf’rd 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Black, Arthur W. 
Branch, James 
Brigg, John 
Bright, J. A. 
Brooke, Stopford 
sryce, J. Annan 
Byles, William Pollard 
vuston, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 
Chance, Frederick William 
(hanning, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
\ leland, J. W. 
Ciough, William 
Vollins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
lins Sir Wm.J.(S. Paneras,W 
Vompton-Rickett, Sir J. 
{ ooper, G. J. 
Corbett ,CH (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Vory, Sir Clifford John 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 
Cowan, W. H. 
Vox, Harold 
Crooks, William 


AYES. 


Curran, Peter Francis 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies,Sir W. Howell( Bristol,S) 
Dewar,Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, James 

Dunne, Major E.Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Erskine, David C. 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Gladstone, Rt. HnHerbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 
Harcourt, Rt. Hn. L.( Rossendale 
Harcourt, Robert V.( Montrose) 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, R. L(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.( Derbyshire, N.E) 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.( Aberdeen, W. ) 
Henry, Charles 8. 


(Division List No. 233.) 


Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Holt, Richard Durning 

Hope, W. Bateman (Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Illingworth, Perey H. 
Jackson, R.S. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones,Sir D. Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lea, Hugh Ceeil (St. Pancras. E 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M’Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Mansfie!d, H. Rendall (Linco!n) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 2/4 
Marks,G.Croydon (Launceston 
Marnham, F. J. 








1615 


Massie, J. 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Molteno, Percy Alport 
Mond, A. 
Morgan, G. Hay (Coritwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morrell, Philip 
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall. Harry 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W. D. (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M. (Suffolk, Eye) 
Pailipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pirie, Duncan V. 

Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 
Price.C.E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Radford, G. H. 

2 uphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Rendall, Athelstan 

Richards, T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 

tidsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts. G. H. (Norwich) 
Koberts.Sir John H.(Denbighs, 


Supply. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir Alex.F, 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

3anbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8S. Harmood- 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry.N.) 
Beach, HnMichael Hugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Clive, Perey Archer 

Collings. Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh’m 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir FredDixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas. Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 


Crass III. 


vgree with the Committee in the out- 


{COMMONS} 


Robertson,Sir G.Scott (Bradf’d 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 


, Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 


Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scott, A.H.( Ashton under Lyne 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 

Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart. Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. ‘Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell. T. 

Sutherland, J. F. 

Tavlor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr 


NOES. 


Fell, Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gooch, Henry Cubitt (Peckham 
Gordon, J. 

Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison-Broadley, H. B. 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Hope.James Fitzalan(Sheftield) 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Joynson-Hicks, William 
Kennaway, Rt. Hn. Sir John H. 
Keswick, William 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 

M‘ Arthur, Charles 

Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Nicholson, Wm.G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 





1616 


Supply. 


Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson, J.W.H (Somerset, 
Thorne, G.R.(Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson, James 

Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 

Wadsworth, .J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Joseph 

Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent) 
Waring, Walter 

Wason,Rt Hn. E.(Clackmannan 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, RtHn.Sir ThomasP, 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, P.W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, 'T. M‘Kinnon 


Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AyEeS—Mr 
Joseph Pease and Master of 


Elibank. 


Parkes, Ebenezer 
fawlinson.John Frederick Peel 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
fenton, Leslie 
Roberts, S. (Sheftield, E 
Ronaldshay, Earl of 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sandys, Lieut.-Coi. Thos. Myles 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East 
Starkey, John R. 
Staveley-Hil!, Henry (St iff’sh.) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot. Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark 
Thornton, Perey M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 


Younger, George 


lesall) 


TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Mr. 
Gretton and Mr. Stanley 
Wilson. 


; | standing Resolutions reported in respect 
Question put, “‘ That this House doth | of Class III. of the Civil Services Esti- 


mates.” 








1616 


erset,E 
mpton) 


‘ster) 


Trent) 


hannan 
kney) 


nshire) 
lalifax) 


omasP, 


1) 
ioneth) 


1, W.) 
 W.R.) 
Mid) 

is, S.) 
ghton) 


s— Mr 
ster of 


k Peel 


larson 
lesall) 


rpool) 


. Myles 
|. East 
iff’sh.) 


ter) 


zanark 


s—Mr. 
tanley 


spect 
Esti- 











1617 Supply. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 254 ; Noes, 71. 
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Astbury, John Meir 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 
Bethell Sir J.H.( Essex, Romf’d) 
Bethel!l, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Black, Arthur W. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke * Stopford 

Bryce, J. Annan 

Burns, Rt. Hon, John 

Byles, William Pollard 

Causton, Rt. Hn. RichardKnight 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins.Sir Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 

Coops ?. «. P a 

Corbett ,C.H.(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cory, Sir Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cox, Harold 

Crooks, William 

Curran, Peter Francis 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies.Sir W. Howell (Brst’1,S. 
Dewar, Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, James 

Dunne, Major E.Martin(Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Erskine, David C. 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F, 
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AYES. 


Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Gladstone,Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 
Greenwooa, G. (Peterborough) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 

Harcourt, Rt.Hn. L.(Ross’nd’le 
Harcourt,Robert V. (Montrose 
Hardie,.J. Keir( Merthyr Tydvil 
Hardy, George A, (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A, 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles 8S. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Hope, W. Bateman (Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Illingworth, Perey H. 

Jackson, R. 8. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones,Sir D. Brynmor (Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyel!, Charles Henry 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 

M’ Kean, John 
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M’Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M’Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M’Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Mansfield, H. Rendall (Linco!n) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Perey Alport 

Mond, A. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen 
Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Myer, Horatio 

Napier, 'T. B. 
Nicholson,Charles N.( Doneast’r 
Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson,Sir W. D. (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgil), Edward Hare 
Pirie, Dunean V. 


Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 


\ Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 


Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Radford, G. H. 
Raphael, Herbert H. 

tea, Russell (Gloucester) 

tea, Walter Russel!(Searboro’) 
Rendall, Athe!stan 

Richards, T. F.(Woiverh’mpt'n 
Richardson, A. 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Linco!n) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts.Sir John H.( Denbighs. 
Robertson,Sir G.Scott( Bradf'rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke 
toe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 

tunciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, 8S. M.(Whitechape! 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton-under- Lyne 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Sileock, Thomas Bal! 
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Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 

Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. 8. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart. James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr 
Thomasson, Franklin 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir Alex. F, 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Barrie, H. 'T. (Londonderry,N.) 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone. FE.) 
Clive, Perey Archer 

Coates, Major E. F.(Lewisham) 
Collings, Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh’m 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir FredDixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 
Dunean, Robt.(Lanark,Govan) 
Faber, George Denison( York) 


Ciass IV. 


agree with the Committee in the out- | 
standing Resolutions reported in respect | 78. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 

Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Astbury, John Meir 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 


{COMMONS} 


Tomkinson, James 

Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 
Walton, Joseph 


Waring, Walter 
Watt, Henry A. 
Weir, James Galloway 


Whitehead, Row!and 





NOES, 


Fel!, Arthur 
Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 


Gooch, Henry Cubitt(Peckham) 


Gordon, J. 

Gretton, John 

Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison- Broadley, H. B. 
Heaton, John Henniker 


Hope,James Fitzalan (Sheffield 


Houston, Robert Paterson 
Joynson-Hicks, William 


Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir John H. 


Keswick, William 


Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lockwood,Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 


Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
M‘Arthur, Charles 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 


Nicholson, Wm.G. (Petersfield) 


Nield, Herbert 


Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 


Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent) 
Wason,Rt.Hn.E.(Clackmannan 
Wason, John Cathcart (Orkney) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 


Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
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Supply. 


Whittaker,Rt.Hn.Sir ThomasP ° 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Huil, W.) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, §.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 


Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr, 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank, 


O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Rawlinson, John Frederick Peel 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renton, Leslie 

Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Ronaldshay, Ear! of 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Starkey, John R. 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh.) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell- (Lanark 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Wilson, A. Stanley (York,E.R.) 


Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Mr, 
Hicks Beach and Mr. Wolff. 


of Class IV. of the Civil Services Ksti- 
‘. iia R , ,9 
Question put, “ That this House doth : mates. 


AYES. 


Barker, John 
Barnard, E. B. 
| Barnes, G. N. 
| Beauchamp, E. 
| Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 
| Beck, A. Cecil 
Bell, Richard 
| Bellairs, Carlyon 


' Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamlets,S.Geo. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 249 ; Noes, 
(Division List No. 235.) 


serridge, T. H. D. 
Bethell,Sir J.H.Essex,Romf’rd 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Black, Arthur W. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Bryce, J. Annan 
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Buxton, Rt:Hn.Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight | 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 
Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Cleland, J. W. 
Clough, William 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,Sir Wm..J.(S. Pancras, W | 
Compton- Rickett, Sir J. 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett ,C.H.(Suss’x,£ Grinst ‘d | 
Cory, Sir Clifford John 
— Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 
Cox, Harold 
Crooks, William 
Curran, Peter Francis 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies,Sir W. Howell( Bristol,S. 
Dewar,Sir J.A.(Inverness-sh. ) 
Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, James 

Dunne, Major E.Martin(Walsall 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards,Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Erskine, David C. 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Evere tt, Sy Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Foster, i Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Gooch,George Peabody( Bath) 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 
Harcourt, Rt. Hn. L.( Rossendale | 
Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
ove Keir(Merthyr Tydvil) | 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, R.L (Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey , W.E.( Derbyshire, N.E 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis(Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) | 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen,W. ) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, T. Arnold(Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Holt, Richard Durning 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N | 
Horniman, Emslie John 





Jackson, 
Jenkins, J. 
Johnson, 
Johnson, W. 
Jones,Sir D. Brynmor(Swansea) 


| Kekewich, 


| Lambert, 


| Macdonald, 


{29 JuLy’ 1908} 


Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 
Illingworth, Perey H. 
R.S. 


John (Gateshead ) 
(Nuneaton) 


Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Sir Hudson E. 

Sir George 

Robert 

Ceorge 

Lamont, Norman 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E.) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

J. R. (Leicester) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 
Macnamara, Dr. 
M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
M‘Laren,Sir C.B.( Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 
Mallet, Charles E. 
Mansfield, H. Rendall ( 
Markham, Arthur Basil 


Laidlaw, 


Thomas J. 


| Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston) 


Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan,J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Myer, Horatio 


| Napier, T. B. 


Nicholson,Charles N.(Doneast’r 
Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

Parker, James( Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson,Sir W. D. (Colchester) | 


| Pearson, W. H. M.(Suffolk, Eye) | 


Philipps. Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pirie, Duncan V. 

Pollard, Dr. 

Ponsonby. Arthur A. W. H. 
Price 


Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 


Radford, G. H. 

Raphael, Herbert H. 
Rea. Russell (Gloucester) 
Rea, Walter Russell (Searboro’) ! 
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Rendall, Athelstan 
Richards,T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, - 

Ridsdale, E. 4 

Roberts, Char le s H. (Lincoln) 
2oberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, Sir John H.(Denbighs. ) 
Robertson, Sir G.Scott( Bradf rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman. Rt. Hon. Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 


| Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 


Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scott. A.H.(Ashton-under Lyne 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 


Shackleton, David James 


Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford ) 
| Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B 
Sherwell, Arthur James. 


Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 

Spicer, Sir Albert 


Silcock, 


; Stanger, H. Y. 
| Stanley,Hn.A.Lyulph (Chesh. 


Steadman, W. ( 
Stewart Halley (Greenock) 


| Strachey, Sir Edward 

| Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 

| Strauss, E. 
Lincoln 


A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbe!ll, T. 

Sutherland, J. EF. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant. H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomasson, Franklin 


Thompson.J.W.H. (Somerset, E 


Thorne.G.R. (Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson, James 

Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 


| Wadsworth, J. 


| Whitehead, 


. C. E.(Edinburgh,Central | 


Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 
Walton, Joseph 


| Ward, John (Stoke upon Tren¢ 
| Waring, Walter 


Wason,Rt. Hn. E.(Clackmanna‘ 
Wason, John Catheart(Orkney) 
Watt, Henry A. i 
Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (DPumbartonshire) 
Rowland 

Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Rt Hn.SirThomasP. 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkic, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Waiters 

Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.)} 
Wil-on, Henry J. (York, W. R.) 
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Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


Supply. 


Acland-Hood, Rt Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balcarres, Lord 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner. John S. Harmood- 
Barrie,H. 1. (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach, Hon. Michael HughHicks 
Becket, Hon. Gervase 

Bowles, G. Stewart 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Campbell. Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Clive, Perey Archer 

Coates, Major E.F. (Lewisham ) 
Collings. Rt.Hn.J. (Birm’gham) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Doughty. Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Faber, George Denison (York) 


Fell, Arthur 


Cass V. 


Question put, “ That this House doth | 
Committee in the out- | 
standing Resolutions reported in respect | 72. 


agree with the 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 

Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Astbury, John Meir 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey(Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 
Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’rHamlets.S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bethell,Sir J.H.(Essex,Romf’rd 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Black, Arthur W. 





{COMMONS} 


Winfrey, R. 
Wood, T. McKinnon 
Yoxall, James Henry 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr, 
Joseph Pease and Mavter of 


Elibank. 


Supply. 


NOES. 


Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gooch, Henry Cubitt(Peckham) 
Gordon, J. 

Gretton, John 

Griffith, Ellis J. 

Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison-Broadley, H. B. 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Idris, T. H. W. 
Joynson-Hicks, William 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir John H. 
Keswick, William 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
McArthur, Charles 

Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Nicholson,Wm_ G. (Peterstield) 
Nield, Herbert 

O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parkes, Ebenever 
Rawlinson,John FrederickPeel 


Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renton, Leslie 

Roberts,S (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Ronaldshay, Earl of 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col.Thos. Myles 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Abel H. (Hertford,East) 
Starkey, John R. 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff'sh.) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chicnester)! 
Thomas, David Alfred(Merthyr) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell- (Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Wilson, A.Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wo!ff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley. Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Mr. 
James Hope and Mr. Ark- 


wright 


,of Class V. of the Civil Service Esti- 
mates.” 

The House divided :—Ayes, 258 ; 
(Division List No. 236.) 


Noes, 


AYES. 


Cory, Sir Clifford John 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cox, Harold 

Crooks, William 

Curran, Peter Francis 
Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies,SitW. Howell( Bristol,§. 
Dewar, Sir J. A.(Inverness-sh.) 
Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, James 

Dunne, MajorE. Mart in( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Sir Francis (Radror) 
Erskine, David C. 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Sir Samuel T. 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Foster, Rt. Hon, Sir Walter 


Bowerman, C. W. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Bryce, J. Annan 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Buxton,Rt. Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Causton, Rt.Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Sir Francis Alston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,Sir Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,CH(Sussex,E.Grinst’d 
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Fuller, John Michael F, 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

qill, A. H. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Sir DanieljFord 
Gooch, George Peabody (Bath) 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Jreenwood, Hamar ( York) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 

Harcourt, Rt. Hn. L.( Rossendale 
Harcourt, Robert V.( Montrose) 
Hardie,J. Keir( Merthyr Tydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, R.L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W. E.( Derbyshire, N.E. 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles 8. 

Herbert, I’. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Holt, Richard Durning 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horrridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

[lingworth, Percy H. 
Jackson, R.S. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Sir Hudson E, 
Kekewich, Sir George 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lea, HughCecil(St.Pancras, E. 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Levy, Sir Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Liecester) 
Mackarness, Frederick C. 


Supply. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir Alex.F | 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
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Maciean, Donald 


| Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 


McKenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
McLaren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
McLaren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
MeMicking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 
Mallet, Charles E. 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 
Massie, J 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Molteno, Perey Alport 
Mond, A. 
Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morrell, Philip 
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Myer, Horatio 
Napier, 'T. B. 
Nicholson,CharlesN(Doncast’) 
Norman, Sir Henry 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearce, Robert (Statts, Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W. D.(Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M (Suifolk, Eye) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke ) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pirie, Duncan V. 
Pollard, Dr. 
Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’ gh, Central) 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Radford, G. H. 
Raphael, Herbert H. 
Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Rendall, Athelstan 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt'n 
Richardson, A. 
Ridsdale, E. A. 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts,Sir John H.(Denbighs) 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( Bradf'rd 
Lobertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, &. 
Robson, Sir William Snowden 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 
Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 
Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford ) 
Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland ) 
Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne) 
Seaverns, J. H. 


NOES. 


Ashley, W. W. 
Balearres, Lord 
Banbury,Sir Frederick George 


SERIES. | 


3K 
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Supply. 


Seddon, J. 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw.(Stafford) 
Shaw,Rt. Hon. T.(Hawick,B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Hn.A.Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 

Straus, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
laylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C.(Radcliffe) 
rennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,David Alfred( Merthyr) 
Thomasson. Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H/Somerset, E. 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson, Janes 

Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Joseph : 
WardJohn(Stoke upon Trent) 
Waring, Walter 

Wason, Rt.Hn.E(Clackmannan 
Wason. John Catheart(Orkney) 
Watt, rlenry A. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead. Rowland 

Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, RtHn.Sir ThomasP. 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras,S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elit ank. 
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Banner, Joha S. Harmood- 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry,N .’ 
Beach, Hn.Michael Hugh Hick 
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Gordon, J. 
Gretton, John 


Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor} 
Cecil, Lerd R. (Marylebone,E. ) 
Clive, Perey Archer 
Coates,Major E. F. (Lewisham) 
Collings, Rt.Hn.J. (Birm’gham) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Arthur Philip 
Duncan, Robt.(Lanark,Govan) 
Faber, George Denison (York ) 
Fell, Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 


Nield, Herbert 


Crass VI. 

Question, “‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of Class 
VI. of the Civil Services Estimates,” put, 
and agreed to. 


® Crass VII. 

Question, ‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of Class 
VII. of the Civil Services Estimates,” put, 
and agreed to. 


Question, ‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of the 
Navy Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Question, “* That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of the 
Army Estimates,” put, and agreed to. 


Question, ‘‘ That this House doth agree 
with the Committee in the outstanding 
Resolutions reported in respect of the 
Revenue Departments Estimates,” put, | 
and agreed to. 


WAYS AND MEANS [281TH Juty]. | 
Resolution reported, 
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(Guinness, Walter Edward 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison-Broadley, H. B. 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Hope,James Fitsalan(Sheffield) | Starkey, John R. 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Joynson-Hicks, William 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir JohnH 
Keswick, William 
Law,Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. | Wilson, A.Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
M‘Arthur, Charles 

Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Nicholson, Wim. G.(Petersfield ) 


O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parkes, Ebeneger 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Pee! 





and Allotments Bill. 


Beckett, Hon. Gervase | Gooch,Henry Cubitt(Peckham ) | Remnant. James Farquharson 


1628 


| Renton, Leslie 

| Ronaldshay, Earl of 
Rutherford, W.W. (Liverpool) 

Sandys. Lieut.-Col.Thos. Myles 

| Scott. Sir S. (Marylebone,W.) 
Smith,Abel H.(Hertford,East) 


| Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-(Lanark) 
| Thornton, Perey M. 

Valentia, Viscount 


| Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 


Wortley, Rt. Hon. C.B.Stuart- 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Samuel Roberts and Mr. 
Staveley-Hill. 


| service of the year ending on the 31st day 


of March, 1909, the sum of £69,157,274 be 
granted out of the Consolidated Fund of 
the United Kingdom.” 


Resolution agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by the 
Chairman of Ways and Means, Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. 
Hobhouse. 

CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION BILL. 

“To apply a sum out of the Consoli- 
dated Fund to the service of the year 
ending on the thirty-first day of March, 
one thousand nine hundred and _ nine, 
and to appropriate the Supplies granted in 
this Session of Parliament,” presented 
accordingly, and read the first time; 
to be read a second time to-morrow. 


OFFICES SITES 
BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments considered, and 


PUBLIC (EXTENSION) 


agreed to. 


HOLDINGS AND ALLOTMENTS 


BILL [Lorps]. 
As amended, considered ; 


SMALL 


read the 














“That, towards making good the | third time, and passed, with Amend- 
Supply granted to His Majesty for the | ments. 
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Fndowed Schools 


ENDOWED SCHOOLS (MASTERS) 
BILL. 


Considered in: Committee. 
In the Committee. 


Clause 1 :— 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge 
University) moved to leave out words 
with respect to dismissal for mis- 
conduct. He did so on the ground that 
they were contrary to the present law 
in the matter. What the law said now 
was that when a person was dismissed for 
misconduct the specific acts of miscon- 
duct need not be stated by the employer. 
He thought it was desirable that the law 
should remain as it was, but under this 
clause the obligation was placed on the 
person dismissing to give a statement of 
the grounds of dismissal, and if that was 
not done the dismissed person might 
have a ground of action. That would 
create bad blood between employer and 
employed, and it would be unjust to the 
employer. He hoped the Government 
would see their way to accept the Amend- 
ment. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHE BOARD or 
EDUCATION (Mr. Runciman, Dews- 
bury) said he had told the hon. and 
learned Gentleman that the last portion of 
the subsection was inserted as the result of 
anagreement between the various parties 
conerned. There must be a clear under- 
standing on that point. 


Amendment agreed to. 
(‘lause, as amended, agreed to. 


Clause 2:— 


Mr. RAWLINSON moved to leave 
out “ April,” and insert “ September.” 
As the Bill stood at present it would 
come into operation at a retrospective 
date. That form of legislation was 
obviously open to many disadvantages, 


and if allowed in this Bill it might 
be used as a precedent. He begged to 
move. 


Amendment proposed— 

“In page 2, line 4, to leave out the word 
‘April’ and insert the word * September.’’ 
—(Mr. Rawlinson.) 
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| ceptional purpose. 


(Masters) Bill. 1630 


Question proposed, “ That the word 
‘April’ stand part of the clause.” 


Mr. RUNCIMAN said that the words 
used in the clause were taken from an 
Act passed in 1906, to remove doubts 
as to the powers and duties of justices 
under the Licensing Act of 1904. He 
would suggest to the hon. and learned 
Gentleman to insert “July” instead 
of “September,” as that was the date 
at which the Bill had been introduced 
in the House of Lords. 


Mr. RAWLINSON said that the Act 
referred to by the right hon. Gentleman 
was an explanatory Act, which kind of 
Act was invariably made retrospective 
as it merely declared what the law was. 
But this Bill did not explain the rights 
of parties but would create new rights on 
the part of assistant masters of endowed 
schools by saying that they were not to 
be dismissed except with the consent of 
all parties. There was no precedent for 
retrospective legislation in Bills of this 
kind, which altered the right of parties 
which had been acquired in the Law 
Courts. He pressed very strongly that 
the right hon. Gentleman should not 
allow this precedent, which might be 
disastrous not only in this case, but in 
many other cases of great importance, 
to come into this kind of legislation. 


*Sir WILLIAM ANSON (Oxford 
University) said that this was not an 
explanatory measure. The object of the 
Bill was to get rid of a ditticulty that had 
arisen with regard to the position of the 
assistant teachers of the endowed schools 
in consequence of the wording of the 
Endowed Schools Act of 1869. No 
doubt when the agreement was come 
to between the parties concerned it was 
expected that this Bill would have come 
into force earlier, and they chose the 
commencement of the financial year 
as the nearest Parliamentary date that 
occurred to them. The date, however, of 
April lst had long since passed, and he 
contended that retrospective legislation 
was not desirable unless for some ex- 
If they said the date 
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should be “the date of the passing of 
this Act,” the whole difficulty would be 
got over. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD) 
thought that if the date was made the 
Ist of August the difficulty would dis- 
appear. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN suggested that the 
hon. Gentleman should act on the advice | 
of his hon. friend. 


*Srr WILLIAM ANSON pointed out 
that the Amendment was to leave out 
“April” and insert “the date of the 
passing of this Act.” 


Tue CHAIRMAN : We have now got 
a little further than that. The Question 
is that the word “ April” stand part of 
the clause. 

Question put and negatived. 

Question, ‘That the word ‘ August’ 
be there inserted,” put, and agreed to. 


POST OFFICE SITES BILL [Lorps]. 

Bill read a second time, and com- 
mitted to a Select Committee of Five 
Members, three to be nominated by the 
House, and two by the Committee of 
Selection. 

Ordered, That all Petitions against the 
ill presented five clear days before the 
meeting of the Committee be referred to 
the Committee. 

Ordered, That the Petitioners praying 
to be heard by themselves, their Counsel, 


{COMMONS} 


of the House. 1632 
or bills. (1) A sum not excluding 


£200,000,000 for the following pur. 
poses :—(a) The construction, extension, 
and equipment of railways in India by 
State agency or through the agency of 
companies, (b) The repayment of the 
principle of any bonds or debentures 
issued by any such company under the 
guarantee of the Secretary of State. 
(c) The discharge of any obligations 
incurred by the Secretary of State by 
reason of the purchase of any railway or 
the determination of any contract from 
or with such company. (d) The con- 
struction of irrigation works in India, 
(2) A sum not exceeding £5,0C0,000 for 
the general purposes of the Government 
of India—( Vr. Buchanan.) 


Resolution to be reported To-morrow. 


SUMMARY JURISDICTION (IRELAND) 


aka 


Lords’ Amendments considered, 


Lords’ Amendment— 

“To leave out the word ‘eleven’ and to 
insert the word ‘ ten.’” 

Mr. MOONEY (Newry) asked for 
some explanation why this Amendment 
was necessary. There was a right of 
appeal under Clause 11 and not under 
Clause 10. The effect of this Amend- 
ment would be to take away that right 
of appeal in Clause |1, and if it were so 
taken away it certainly ought to be 
given in Clause 10. He much regretted 
that no member of the Irish executive was 
| present to give some explanation. 


Mr. JAMES CAMPBELL 





(Dublin 


or Agents, be heard against the Bill, and University) said that this was really a 


Counsel heard in support of the Bill. 


| consequential Amendment. As Clause 7 


rr ‘ . | . . 
Ordered, That the Committee have | had been omitted the numerical order of 
power to send for persons, papers, and | the succeeding clauses was changed and 


records. 


Ordered, That three be the quorum.— | 


(Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 


EAST INDIA LOANS [RAILWAY AND 


IRRIGATION WORKS AND GENERAI 
PURPOSES]. 


Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


Resolved, That it is expedient tc 


| Clause 11 became Clause 10. As the Bill 
| was, when it went before another place 
there was no right of appeal in Clause 10 
and it was never intended to give a 
right of appeal under that Clause. 


‘| Clause 5 did give aright of appeal in 


| Clause 11, and if Clause 7 was struck out 
| the Clause necessarily became Clause 10, 


Lords’ Amendments agreed to. 
Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to 


>| the Order of the House of 10th July, 


authorise the Secretary of State in| _)- rf i 
‘ : : de ~~. | adjourned the House without Question 
—_— of India _ raise — eo | put 
ingdom, on e security o t) , Adi . 
. : ed at Twenty-one 
Revenues of India, by the creation and . pa ol after Bloven 
o'clock. 


issue of capital stock, bonds, debentures, 


Sir William Anson. 
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River Wandle Protection Bill [#.L.].— 
Returned from the Commons, agreed to. 


London County Council (General 
< Powers) Bill ; Gosport Gas Bill; Central 
Ireland Electric Power Bill ; 
Urban District Council Bill; 
Water and Improvement Bill; Dover 
Graving Docks Buill.—Returned from 
the Commons with the Amendments, 
agreed to. 


Criccieth 


Meine 


y the 


tavensthorpe Urban District Council 
Bill [a.L. ].—Returned from the Commons 
with the Amendment made by the 
Lords to the Amendments made by the 
Commons, agreed to. 

Commons Regulation (Towyn Trewan) 
Provisional Order Bill.—Brought from 
the Commons, and read la; to be 
, printed, and referred to the Examiners. 


(No. 201.) 


Jf a Speech indicates revision b 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 
Moved, “That Standing Order No. 
3 XXI. be considered in order tO its being 
, suspended for this day’s sitting; and 
S that the order for the Third Reading 
3 of the Old-Age Pensions Bill have pre- 
a cedence of the other notices and Orders 
~ of the Day.” —( Viscount Wolverhampton. ) 


menmecncemment Oo 


Agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 


An Asterish 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE COLONIES (The Earl of Crewe) : 
My Lords, I beg to move that Standing 
Order XXXIX. be considered in order 


to its being suspended for this day’s 


sitting. That enables us to take Bills 
through more than one stage, but 1 


desire to say that this power, which 
is so very ordinarily taken, as noble 








Lords opposite know, at this time of 
the year, is not intended to be unscrupu- 
lously used. I shall, however, ask your 
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Crystal Palace Company Bill [H.L.]; | 


| 


Padiham | 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. | Lordships to deal with the Irish Univer- 
‘ ; |sities Bill in that manner, so that the 
Thursday, 30th July, 1908. | Bill with any Amendments that are 
made may be returned to the House of 

PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. Commons to-day, 


| Moved, “ That Order No. 
| XXXIX. be order to its 
| being suspended for this day’s sitting.” 


(The Earl of Crewe.) 


Standing 
considered in 


On Questioi . Motion agreed to. 


PRIVATE AND PROVISIONAL 
CONFIRMATION BILLS. 

THe ACTING CHAIRMAN or COM- 
MITTEES (Lord Batrovur of BuRLEIGH) : 
My Lords, the notice which stands in my 
name is one which, when the House 1s 
about to adjourn and Parliament is not 
being prorogued, is quite usual according 
to precedent, and I hope vour Lordships 


will agree to it. 


ORDER 


Moved, * That Standing Orders Nos. 92 
and that the time 
for depositing petitions praying to be heard 
Private and Provisional Order 
Bills, also the time for de- 
positing Documents relating to anv Order 
under the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 1899, which would other- 
wise expire during the Autumn Recess, 
be extended to the first day on which 
the House shall sit after the Recess.” 
(Lord Ballou of Burl igh.) 


and 93 be suspended : 


avainst 


Confirmation 


On (Juestion, Motion agreed to. 


Order  Bill.— 


Read 3* (according to order), and passed. 


Marriages Provisional 


Usk Fisheries Provisional Order Con- 
firmation Bill; Wve Fisheries Provisional 
Order Bill.—The King’s consent signified ; 
Bills read 3° (according to order), and 
passed. 

RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION, 

Report of the Consultative Committe» 
upon the school attendance of children 
below the age of five. 


a F 
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STATISTICS. 


Statistical Abstract for the 


from 1893-1907. Fifty-fifth number. 
RAILWAY RETURNS. 

Returns of the capital, traffic, receipts: | 
and working expenditure of the railway 
companies of the United Kingdom for 
the year 1907, with a general report 
thereon and summary tables for a series | 
of years. 


WAGES AND HOURS OF LABOUR. 

Report on changes in rates of wages and 
hours of labour in the United Kingdom 
in 1907, with comparative 
for 1898-1905. 


STRIKES AND LOCK-OUTS. 
Report on strikes and lock-outs and on 
conciliation and arbitration boards in 
the United Kingdom in 1907. 


NAVIGATION AND SHIPPING. 


Annual Statement of navigation and 


shipping of the United Kingdom, for the | 


vear 1907, 


PRISONS (IRELAND). 
Thirtieth Report of the General Prisons 
Board for Ireland, 1907-1908. 


TRADE REPORTS: ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 4075. Brazil (Santos). 


No. 4076. Persia (Bunder Abbas and | 
Lingah). 

No, 4077. France (St. Pierre and | 
Miquelon). 

No, 4078. Argentine (Rosario). 

No. 4079. Russia (Finland), 

No, 4080. Turkey (Damascus), 

No. 4081. China (Chungking). 

No. 4082. China (Canton), 


NAVY (PAY). 


List of exceptions to the King’s Regula- 
non-effective pay, and 
Lords | 

with | 
the approval of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury, pursuant to the Order in 


tions as to pay, 
allowances sanctioned by the 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, 


Council dated 19th December, 
during the year 1907-1908. 


1881, 


{LORDS} 


United | 
Kingdom in each of the last fifteen years | 


statistics , 


and Allotments Bill. 
JURISDICTION 
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SUMMARY (SCOTLAND) 


BILL, 
comparison 


of the Bill 


1908. 
Table of 

provisions 

| enactments, 


between the 
and existing 


| METROPOLITAN POLICE (ROYAL COM. 
MISSION). 
Report of the Commissioners upon the 
| duties of the Metropolitan Police. Vols, 
II. and III. Minutes of Evidence, with 
| Appendices and Index, 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
| to lie on the Table. 


FORESHORES. 

Treasury Minute, dated 29th July, 
| 1908, direc ‘ting the application of moneys 
| received by the Board of Trade in the 
| vear ended 31st March, 1908, in respect of 
|the rights and interests of the Crown 
| on the foreshores of the United Kingdom. 


|MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS, 1894 TO 
| 1906 (DISPENSING POWERS). 
Report by the Board of Trade of the 
cases in which they have exercised their 
powers under Section 78 of the Merchant 


| Shipping Act, 1906, during the year 
| ended 3lst May, 1908, 
AND CANAL TRAFFIC ACT, 


| RAILWAY 
| 1888 (SEcTION 31). 

Tenth Report by the Board of Trade, 
of proceedings under Section 31 of the 
Act, including proc eedings upon com- 
| plaints made under Section 1 of the 
| | Railway and Canal Traffie Act, 1894. 


| 


RAILWAY SERVANTS 
LABOUR). 
Report by the Board of Trade respecting 

their proceedings under the Railway 

| Regulation Act, 1893, 56 & 57 Viet., 
ce. 29, during the vear ended 27th July, 

1908; together with the appendices 

thereto. 


(HOURS OF 


| Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


SMALL HOLDINGS AND ALLOTMENTS 


BILL [u.1.1. 
Returned from the Commons, agreed 
|to, with Amendments. The said Amend- 
ments to be printed, and to be considered 
|! To-morrow. [No, 200.] 
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SUMMARY (IRELAND) 


2eturned from the Commons 
the Amendments agreed to. 


with 


PORT OF LONDON BILL. 
Report from the Joint Commitee that 
the Bill ought to be allowed to proceed. 
The proceedings of the Committee and 


the minutes of evidence laid upon the | 


Table, and to be delivered out. 





OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL. 
Order of the Day for the Third Reading 
read, 


*THe CHANCELLOR or tHe DUCHY 
(Viscount WoLVERHAMPTON): My Lords, 
I am sure your Lordships will forgive 
me if I do not trespass upon your time, 
The Bill has been thoroughly discussed, 
and I hope the House will consent at 
once to give it a Third Reading, so that 
we may send it down to the House of 
Commons as soon as possible with a view 
to their considering the Amendments 
which your Lordships have inserted. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now 
34." —( Viscount Wolverhampton.) 


read 


On Question, Bill read 5°,and passed, 
and returned to the Commons. 





IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL. 
Order of the Day for the House to be 
put into Committee read, 


Moved, ‘“‘ That the 
resolve itself 
Earl of Crewe.) 


House do now 
into Committee.”’—(The 


*THE Eart or MAYO: My Lords, 
before this Motion is put and agreed to 
I beg to ask vour Lordships’ indulgence 
while I say a few words regarding the 
speech which was made by the noble Ear! 
in moving the Second Reading of this 
Bill. I feel some temerity in making 
any such statement in the presence of 
so great a financial expert as the noble 
Viscount who addressed us last night 
on the finances of the Empire; but I 
feel that I must take a plunge into this 
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{channel of finance. It is an Irish 
channel; and I trust we shall have some 
elucidation from the noble Earl the 
Leader of the House on the subject. 
There was very little discussion upon 
this matter during the Committee Stage 
of the Bill in another place. Before I 
deal with the point, I should like to quote 
what the noble Earl the Leader of the 
| House said in moving the Second Reading 
| of the Bill as to its finance. The 
Earl said— 


noble 


* At present Queen’s colleges each receive 
£7,000 a year from the Consolidated Fund. 
This is brought up by Votes and allowances to 
£13,000 in the case of Belfast, £11,250 in that 
of Cork, and £10,600 in that of Galway. The 
Royal University gets £20,000 a year, making 
a total endowment of £55,466. 

There is a mistake of £1,000 in that addi- 
tion, but I will not quarrel about that. 
The noble Earl continued— 

“The new proposal is that £20,000 of the 
Irish Church surplus is to be divided between 
the two Universities, Belfast getting £10,000 
and Dublin £10,000. In addition to that 
selfast gets £18,000 a year, Dublin £32,000, 
Cork £20,000, and Galway £12,000, making 
altogether a total of £102,000, which is £46,544 
more than they have hitherto been receiving. 
As regards buildings, Dublin University and 
college receive a building grant of £150,000, 
Belfast one of £60,000, Cork £14,000, and 
Galway £6,000. 

I now come to the point as to which I 
desire to get some elucidation. The 
noble Earl said— 

* Then as to Dublin the buildings of the Royal 
University, which cost £77,000, were handed 
over, and the colleges which formed part of the 
new University and cost originally and with 
additions altogether £186,000, making a grand 
total of £493,000.” 

I object to the inclusion in the Estimate 
made by the noble Earl of the sum of 
£77,000 for the buildings of the Royal 
University. I know every inch of these 
old buildings, and they will have to be 
pulled downand rebuilt. I maintain that 
it is hardly fair to take the old buildings 
at their original cost. The grand total 
of £495,000 refers to new building grants 
plus the original cost of the University 
and colleges. They were erected in 1868 
at a cost of £77,000, and they ought now 
to be regarded rather as a minus quantity, 
for I, personally, would not give £10 for 
them. Then, when we take the £186,000 
which the colleges forming part of the 
new University cost originally and “with 








additions,” [should like to ask, what is 
Sa 
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their present value? The buildings are 
between thirty and forty vears old. Is | 
there any depreciation ? The noble Ear! | 
concluded— 

cannot be said to be illiberal 


‘ That, I think, 


finance.” 


I should like to separate the word 
**ilhberal ” and to apply the first part of 
it to that portion of the finance I have | 
spoken of, and the other to the sort of | 
finance we are forced to endure under the | 
present Government. I hope the noble 
Earl will explain what he means by 
including the original cost, because I 
hardly think it is fair to make up a grand 
total in this way. I have one more 
question to ask—Where are, and what 
has been done with, the savings of the 
Royal University, amounting to about 
£70,000 ? If there are these savings, I 
think the money ought to be applied to 
the University in Dublin. Have the 
Treasury, so to speak, put this money in- 
to their pockets / 
to us Irishmen to know what has become 
of the £70,000 which this 
University, 

Lorp KILLANIN: My Lords, 


I am 


glad that my noble friend Lord Mayo has | 


availed himself of this opportunity of 
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the noble Earl how wholly insufficient 
is the sum provided for the new Uni- 
versity and college in Dublin. To my 
mind, it is practically impossible to 
secure for that sum a University and 
| college worthy of the important position 
| it should occupy as a great central Uni- 
versity in the capital of Ireland. 


In that connection I would remind 
| the noble Earl of what was said by the 
Royal Commission. The Royal Commis- 
sion recommended that the University 
should be established on a liberal scale, 


/and expressed the opinion that unless 


It is most interesting | 


examining | 
much to its credit, has saved. | 


drawing attention to the finance of the | 
Bill, which, of course, we have no oppor- | 


tunity of touching directly ; 


and I} 


cannot help thinking that those of us | 
who are really anxious to see this new | 


University started successfully must have | 


grave misgivings as to the adequacy of 


the funds provided under the Bill. I) 
have made all the inquiries I could, and | 


from the information I have received. 
I think it will be practically impossible 
to equip a new University in a proper 
up-to-date manner for the sum_ of 
£150,000. 


The other day Lord Curzon, as Chan- 
cellor of Oxford University, made an 


of course, be at once given. 


appeal to the public for funds merely | 


to fill up gaps in an old University, and 
for this purpose he asked for no less a 
sum than £250,000. But we in Ireland 
are to build a completely new University, 
which will require all the modern and 
expensive scientific apparatus, for 
£100,000 less than Lord Curzon requires 
to bring Oxford University up to date. 
I think those figures ought to suggest to 


The Earl ef Mayo. 


it was done on an adequate and im- 
pressive scale it need not be done at all. 
They added— 

‘It is necessary that in the dignity of the 
buildings, the emoluments of the teachers, 
and the equipment of the institution, it should 
command respect and enthusiasm.” 


It is, in my opinion, impossible to dream 
of filling in any of that picture with 


the funds provided under this Bill. 
The noble Earl, in moving the Second 
Reading of the Bill, said he did not 
think the finance illiberal. But does 


he think it liberal? I am inclined to 
think that it is illiberal; but, whether 
it is liberal or illiberal. I suggest to 
the noble Earl that it is distinetly in- 
adequate. For the sake of the success 
of the scheme I hope His Majesty’s 
Government — will that another 
£100,000 should be given to the founda- 
tion of this new University and college. 
I do not why there should 
much trouble about it. I hope the 
noble Earl will not say that the Chief 
Secretary agrees but that the Treasury 
will not give the money. Iam sure the 
farl will admit that that is an 
absurd argument. The Treasury is the 
servant and not the master of the 
Government, and if the Government 
say that this money is necessary, it will, 
The Govern- 
ment are embarking on experimental 
legislation and contemplating an ex- 
penditure which I hear estimated at 
between £8,000,000 and £16,000,000 

year. I think a Government that can 
contemplate that expenditure should not 
unreasonably object to giving another 
£100,000 to so excellent an object as this. 
I therefore ask the noble Earl to see if he 
cannot do something in that direction. 


see 


see be so 


noble 
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Galway College is, in my opinion, being 
specially badly treated in this arrange- 
ment. That college is in the poorest part 
of Ireland, and, therefore, will have less 
chance than any other college of receiving 
local assistance. I know that the noble 
Earl will say that in the past there were 
not a great number of students at Galway 
College. I quite admit that the number 
of students may have been small in the 
past, but there is a good explanation of 
that. The reason Galway College had so 
few students was that it is in the most 
Catholic part of Ireland, and that when 
the (ueen’s Colleges were condemned, 
students were advised by the Cataolic 
Church not to go to it. But now there 
is reason to believe that students will 
flock to the college from those parts. 
Galway College is to be a constituent 
college, and it will have to develop itself 
in order to meet the requirements of its 
new position. Its equipment, however, is 
detective. There are professors there who 
fill four chairs. One professor is professor 
of historv, English, logic, and meta 
physics ; another is professor of zoology, 
botany, geology, and mineralogy. I 
think that in any other University in the 


United Kingdom those subject are 
specialised and distinct. Li Galway 


College is to get on its legs again it will 
be necessary to appoint a number of 
other professors. Let me compare 
Galway College with Cork College. Cork 
had £11,200 a year, and under the Bill 
that is raised to £20,000 —that is to say, 
you add £8,800 a year to the finances of 
Cork College. But in the case of Galway 
College the £10,600 which it received is 
only raised to £12,000. Therefore, while 
an additional £8,800 a year is given to 
Cork only £1,400 is given to Galway. 
Yet there is no reason to suppose that 
Galway will not develop proportionately 
even more than Cork. I therefore ask 
the noble Earl to consider whether it is 
not possible to increase the figure from 
£12,000 to £14,000 a year. I think that 
would meet all the requirements of the 
situation. Ido not think I am making 
an excessive demand in asking that this 
additional money should be given. 


*THe Eart or CREWE: My Lords, 
the noble Earl who opened this discussion 
made, I think, no criticism on the figures 
which I announced with regard to the 
future finance of the colleges so far as 
their yearly income was concerned. 
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| *THe EARL OF said the 


| figures were correct. 


*THE Eart or CREWE: The noble 
|Lord not only said the figures were 
correct, but he kindly repeated them. 
| But it was on the question of the 
building grants in which he joined issue 
with me to some extent. I carefully 
| guarded myself, | think, in what I said 
from allowing it to be supposed that I 
gave the values oi £77,000 for the Royal 
University and £186,000 odd for the 
(Queen's Colleges as their existing value. 
[ said that it was what they cost. The 
noble Earl joins issue with me on that, 
and says that if these buildings were put 
into the market nobody would give that 
for them. You have to consider for what 
purposes buildings are used. It is not 
the value they might be to anybody, but 
the value they might be to a University. 
ido not know what Christ Church, Oxford, 
would sell,for if put up for sale, but 
there is no doubt as to the great value of 
the buildings there for the particular 
purpose for which they were designed. 
The noble Earl said that all the buildings 
were old. My recollection certainly of 
some of the buildings of the Royal 
University in Dablin is that they are 
in an exceedingly good condition. The 
laboratories, which, if I remember right, 
are only used now for examining pur- 
poses, are undoubtedly the best in Dublin, 
and they form a very valuable asset 
indeed of the new University. Then 
as regards the Queen’s Colleges, these 


buildings, the noble Lord said, were 
thirty or forty years old. But many 
of them are extremely good  build- 


ings. It is impossible to value these 
things at the value of the moment. 
Buildings of that kind, set apart for a 
special purpose, have not got a market 
value. All you ean say is that they are 
of a certain value for the purpose to 
which they are to be devoted under this 
Bill, and it is relevant to state the total 
sum of money which is to be applied for 
University education in Ireland under 
this Bill, and to mention the cost price, 
stating, as I did, that it is the cost price, 
of these buildings. Then as regards the 
£70,000 of the Royal University, that 
£70,000 will be available for the super- 
annuation of the present officers, and if 
the noble Earl will look at Clause 14 of 
the Bill, subsection 2 (a), he will see 
that the Commissioners may make a 
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scheme for certain purposes, and the 
£70,000 under that scheme will be set 
apart for meeting the claims of existing 
officers. 


*THr EARLOF MAYO: 
in the Bill? 


Is that stated 


*THE EARL OF CREWE: 
stated in the scheme. 


It wili be 


*THE Eart oF MAYO: Then it will be 
pin money for the Commissioners to do 
what they like with. 


*THE EARL OF CREWE: So much less, 
therefore, has to be spent out of the sum 
voted, or out of the general means of the 
University in satisfying those claims 
which have to be met under the Bill. 
Then the noble Lord, Lord Killanin, 
joined issue with us as to the general 
finance of the Bill, and he said that we 
are behaving in an otherwise than liberal 
manner towards Ireland. I quite agree 
that this Irish University is not to be 
judged by the rules which apply to Uni- 
versities in England, Scotiand, and Wales. 
We have all agreed that under the 
special circumstances it is necessary to 
devote to this purpose sums of public 
money which we should never think of 
applying in the case of the other three 
countries ; but I am bound to say that I 
do not think that that fact necessarily 
means that we are bound to institute a 
University which, in all respects, is going 
to leap into existence fully armed as a 


{LORDS} 





rival to any other University in the three | 


kingdoms. I do not think that there is 
anything in the circumstances of Ireland 
which absolves Ireland from the neces- 
sity of contributing, according to its 
means, to this University. Ireland is 
spoken of asa poor country. Ina sense 
it is a poor country. There are a large 
number of poor people in it, but there 
are a considerable number of well-to-do, 
and for various purposes, as we know, 
large sums of money can be raised in 
Ireland. We fully admit that the par- 
ticular circumstances make it necessary, if 
this scheme is to succeed at all, that a 
considerable sum of money should be 
found, but we certainly do look to Ire- 
land to follow the example, in particular, 
of Wales, which is not a rich country, 
and where the subscriptions of quite poor 
people have been devoted to these edu- 


The Eurl of Crewe. 
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cational objects, and we do not think that 
that is by any means an unreasonable or 
unjust claim to make. Therefore, when 
the noble Lord talks in an airy way of 
another £100,000, I think that is a con- 
sideration which has to be borne in mind. 
Of course, these are all matters of opinion ; 
but [ still maintain, and I appeal to noble 
Lords who do not come from Ireland, 
with some confidence, that the finance of 
this Bill is not of an illiberal character. 
The noble Lord, in his character of “ the 
man for Galway ”—a well-known phrase 
—very properly spoke up for his local 
college. I have a very pleasant. recollec- 
tion of the Queen’s College at Gal- 
way. The buildings are both sub- 
stantial and ornamental, and I know that 
the education that is carried on there 
has been of a high grade, and that the 
general business of the college has been 
carried out with great devotion by the 
professors. As to the precise merits of 
the allocation which has been made as 
between the four colleges, [ confess | am 
not entirely competent to speak ; but I 
think it is pretty clear, from the course 
which my right hon. friend has taken in 
allocating more of the new grant to Cork 
than to Galway, that he did consider 
that the capacity of extension in Cork 
was somewhat greater than the capacity 
in Galway. On that he has undoubtedly 
been advised by those best competent to 
judge, and at this time of the day it 
would be useless to ask him to reconsider 
this point. Personally I should have 
heen glad if Galway had had a little 


| more, but it is useless to proceed further 


with the matter at this stage. 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


House in Committee accordingly. 


{Lord BaLrour of BURLEIGH in the 
Chair. | 


Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2 : 


THe Earn or DONOUGHMORE 
moved to omit from subsection (3) the 
words—— 

‘And provision shall be made by any sueh 
new charter or alteration of an existing charter 
for adequate representation of graduates and 
professors on the governing bodies of the 
eonstituent colleges.” 
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and to insert the following new sub- 
section— 





| 
«(4) In every charter granted under this | 
Act by which a governing body is constituted | 
for a constituent college, provision shall be | 
made by which those members who are officers | 
of the college, together with those who are | 
elected by either the Senate of the University | 
or the graduates of the University who are 
members of the college, shall jointly amount 
to at least three-fourths of the total number 
of such governing body, exclusive of any 
co-opted members who shall in no case exceed 
four in number.” 


He said his primary object in moving 
the Amendment was to decrease the 
element on the governing bodies of the 
new Universities which was not chosen 
by the colleges themselves. He believed | 
that as the Bill was introduced the 
Government retained complete freedom 
as to what should be done in future 
charters, but as a result of an Amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Butcher in the other 
House the words which he now desired | 
to strike out were inserted. He would 
for @ moment draw a parallel between 
Ireland and England in this matter. 
There was a college in the University of 
Cambridge which had the privilege of 
reckoning amongst the most distinguished 
of her sons the noble Earl the leader of 
their Lordships’ House. Let them 
imagine that a new statute of that 
college was lying upon the Table of | 
their Lordships’ House and that some } 
Member of the House moved to alter | 
the constitution, so that 30 per cent. of | 
the governing body should be nominated | 
by the county councils of Cambridge and | 
three neighbouring counties and _ that | 
45 per cent. of the whole of the governing 
body of the college should consist of | 
people not chosen by the college at all | 
but nominated from outside. He would 
certainly hesitate himself to submit any | 
such Motion, for he could imagine the | 
dressing down he would receive at the | 
hands of the noble Earl. Yet that was | 
an exact parallel with the scheme now 
proposed for these colleges. The central 
idea with which he approached the 
Amendment was that of trying to set 
up an atmosphere in the college founded 
upon esprit de corps and pride in the | 
college, which could only grow from a | 
consciousness of membership of acomplete 
entity ruling itself. He should have | 
preferred no representation whatever of | 
municipal authorities, but, as the Govern- 
ment had urged that it was all-important 
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that local interest should grow up in 
those colleges, he proposed in _ his 
Amendment that the University plus the 
graduates and professors should have 
two-thirds of the representation on the 


| governing body of a college, and that 


the outside element should amount to 
one-third. Under the Government 
scheme the representation of the Uni- 
versity and the college on the governing 
body in Dublin would be sixteen and 
of outside influence fourteen. At Cork 
the academic representation would be 
thirteen and the outside element 
eleven, while at Galway the propor- 
tion would be twelve to eleven. 
In each case the academic element was 
allowed a majority, though nearly the 
smallest the Government could give it. 
His Amendment provided for twenty- 
three academic and seven outside repre- 
sentatives at Dublin, and eighteen and 


six respectively in the cases of Cork and 


Galway. It might be asked, “ Why are 
you trying to cut down those nominated 
by the Crown!” He was not, but it was 
perfectly reasonable to count those nom- 
inated by the Crown in the non-academic 
element. He thought it was very 
unlikely that they would be an academic 
element. His Majesty’s present advisers 
in Ireland were not always happy in the 
appointments they made to particular 
posts. He noticed in a copy of the 
newspaper Sina “ein, the organ of an ex- 
treme body of opinion in Ireland, dated 
the previous November, that the Govern- 
ment had made four very important 
judicial appointments, the qualifications of 
those appointed being, more or less, but 
less, legal, but they all 
happened to be members of the staff of 
the Freeman's Journal. If the Chief 
Secretary went for his judicial appoint- 
ments to the staff of the Freeman’s Journal 
he thought their Lordships were justified 
in being a little nervous as to where his 
appointments would come from to the 
governing bodies of these colleges. 
He might be asked why be objected 
to large municipal representation. He 
was informed that until quite recently 
the important town of Oxford existed 
solely on the sufferance of the Univer- 
sity, and he believed that until quite 
recently it was necessary for the re- 
presentatives of the town to attend 
before the University once a year, bare- 
headed and kneeling, in order to pray 
humbly that the important town of 
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Oxford might be allowed to exist “4 
another twelve months—a leave which | 
was always given. He did not pretend | 
that the outward and visible sign of this | 
ceremony was anything else than ridicu- | 
lous, but it fairly ilustrated what was | 
the proper relation of a municipal | 
authority to a seat of learning. He | 
submitted that the 30 per cent: represen. | 
tation which was given to municipal 
authorities upon these governing bodies 
was out of all proportion to the needs of 
the case. County councils in Ireland 
were very active agents of political | 
parties, and it would be regrettable if 
these new seats of learning were to be 
turned into political machines. 


Amendment moved— 

«In page 2, line 10, to leave out from the 
word * them’ to the end of thé subsection and 
to insert the following new subsection : 

“(4) In every charter granted under this Act 
by which a governing body is constituted fora 
constituent college, provision shall be made by 
which those members who are officers of the 
college, together with those who are elected 
by either the senate of the University or the 
graduates of the University who are members 
of the college, shall jointly amount to at least 
three-fourths of the total number of such 
governing body, exclusive of any co-opted 
members, who shall in no case exceed four in 
number.’”—(The Earl of Donoughmore.) 


*THE EArt oF CREWE: This is an 
Amendment on a point of great interest, 
and undoubtedly a point of very consider- 
able complexity ; all the more so because 
it seems quite impossible to lay down any 
principle—so far experience guides us— 
as to what the position of these governing 
bodies ougnt to be. You take one class 
of University and you find argument on 
the side of the noble Lord. You take 
another class of University, and you find 
argument in the other direction. The 
noble Earl asked what I should think if 
there was a question of altering the | 
constitution of my old college. What he 
said is perfectly true. The old English 
Universities are, no doubt, entirely inde- | 
pendent of any kind of civie representa- 
tion. Civic representation was hardly | 
realised when the colleges which comprise 
the great Universities were founded, and 
although modifications of all kinds have 
taken place in their constitution, yet that 
particular element has not been intro- 
duced. The same applies to the Univer- 
sities in Scotland. In the case of the 
Scottish Universities there is some slight 

The Earl of Donoughmore. 
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and almost nominal municipal representa. 
tion ; but, take them altogether, they are 
no doubt almost purely academie in their 
governing bodies. But when you look at 
the modern English Universities you 
come to an entirely different state of 
things. The supreme body of the great 
modern English Universities is the court. 
Well, the court of those Universities has 
a very small academic element upon it, 
There are members of the various local 
authorities, members representing all 
sorts of scientific and other interests, and 
members appointed in respect of the 


| offices they hold ; but the actual academic 


element is very small, Thecourt isthe great 


legislative body for these Universities 
| The same thing applies to their executive. 


Their executive body is the council, and 
there, again, the academic element forms 
a small minority of the total number. 
It is perfectly true that, so far as the 
internal administration of a college goes, 
that is confided to academic hands ; but 
that will equally be the case with these 
new colleges. The academic council will 
he the body which will manage the actual 
daily work of the college, 2nd it is only 
with questions of principle and of what 
may be called constitutional changes that 


| these governing bodies will be concerned. 
The problem which the Government had 


to consider in dealing with this matter 
was, no doubt, a different one from any 
other. The Queen’s Colleges have to 
some extent served their localities, but 
they have not, except in the case of 
Belfast which, I think, has been subscribed 
to, aroused any local support. I do not 
think the noble Lord will contradict me 
there. One of the reasons has been that all 
their ofticers have been nominated by the 
Crown, and that, I quite agree, is by no 
means a happy state of things. Our 
idea in reconstituting these colleges was 
that they should rouse the greatest 
possible degree of local interest. They 
are not—I so far agree with the noble 
Lord—constituted and endowed on a scale 
that is intended to make them indepen- 
dent of local support. We do not profess 
that they should be; and in order to 


|secure that local support, it certainly did 


seem very important to us that a 
large element representing the different 
neighbourhoods should be placed on the 
governing body. I wish to repeat once 
more, because it is important to remember 
it, that the actual affairs of the college 
will be managed by the academic 
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Those persons representing the 
county council and other bodies will 
have to come a considerable distance, 
and I know how it is on the courts of 
English Universities. A great many of 
these members only attend when some 
specially large question is under considera- 
tion. Some people do not go that far, 
and therefore I think it is net safe to 
sume that these people will be con- 
tinually busying themselves with the 
minor affairs of the college, or that they 
will in any Way assist to create what the 
noble Earl is afraid of—a political atmos- 
phere, or an unacademie frame of mind. 
fhis is a question, no doubt, on which 
different opinions are certain to be held. 
The noble Earl has admitted the idea of 
municipal and outside representation, and 
therefore we need not argue that point 
Then it comes to be a question of numbers. 
Unlike, remember, the modern English 
Universities, we are giving these councils 
avery distinct academic majority, and, 
that being so, I cannot think that there 
isany real argument to be used against 
the number of those who are to represent 
the particular municipality. They repre- 
sent people over a very wide area, as a 
rule one for each body, and if you eut 
them down I am not quite sure whom you 
will exclude. It means that yon leave 
out the representative of some one par- 
ticular county, and although I quite admit 
that there are two sides to this question, 
vet | hope the noble Earl will not per 
severe with his Amendment, principally 
mthis ground that these constitutions do 
not appear in the Act but in the charter. 
If it should be found, which personally 
seenis to me almost incredible, that the 
working of these colleges should be in any 
way interfered with by the presence of 
this municipal element, which we believe 
to be all for the good, it will be open to 
those concerned to apply for a modification 
of the charter. I do not expect noble 
Lords opposite to look at it precisely 
in the way we do, because they entertain 
a very rooted distrust of the county 
councils, and, therefore, I can appreciate 
a certain dread which they feel of the 
considerable number of members of these 
bodies; but as it is only a question of 
numbers [ hope the noble Earl will be 
induced to withdraw his Amendment. 


council. 


Lory ASHBOURNE § agreed that 
the question was a dittieult and delicate 
one, They could not get rid of a difti- 
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culty by saying it was a question of 
numbers, as nearly everything connected 
with these topics was a question of 
numbers. There was no comparison 
between the size of the local representa- 
tion on the governing bodies of the new 
English Universities and that proposed 
in the Bill. Was it reasonable to give 
the great controlling power to those 
who had not had the advantage of a 
University training and scholastic know- 
ledge ? Was it wise to start the colleges 
with such a large representation of the 
local authorities as to expose the whole 
machine to the danger of their over- 
control! He admitted that the question 
was difficult and delicate and a question 
of numbers, but the point was that the 
Government's figures were too high. 
They did not work out a delicate 
problem in a way that showed that they 
recognised its delicacy. 


*fue Eart or MAYO assured the noble 
Earl the Leader of the House that they 
had no rooted fear of county councils in 
Ireland. He thought they did their 
county work very well, but it was another 
question when it was proposed to give 
them such large representation on the 
governing body of a new University. 
Therefore, he weleomed the noble Earl's 
admission that there were two sides to 
this question, He had no rooted fear—— 

*TH: Eri or CREWE: I do not 
think 1 said anything about rooted fear. 
[ said rooted distrust. 


*THe Earn or MAYO said he had no 
rooted distrust of those nominated by the 
Crown, notwithstanding that they heard 
that some of the gentlemen appointed 
recently to judicialpositions were connected 
with the Freeman's Journal. He contended 
that when once the charter was granted it 
was exceedingly diflicult to get it altered, 
Mr. Birrell had stated that he was dis 
posed to place the constitution of the 
governing bodies in the charters instead 
of in the Act itself, because this was an 
experiment and he preferred to proceed 
by way of charter which could be easily 
modified without the risks and dangers 
attendant upon getting a measure through 
both Houses of Parliament. For himself 
he would rather have the criticism of 
Parliament and the necessity for a Bill 
than that the provision should be placed 
in the charter, for it was an extremely 
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troublesome and difficult matter to get a | 
charter modified. If the noble Earl | 
divided upon his Amendment he would | 
support him. He was of opinion that no | 
fair comparison could be made between a | 
modern English University, upon the | 
governing body of which the academic | 
element was small, and the Irish Univer- | 
sities. The members elected by the 
county councils would give to the govern- 
ing bodies a strong political complexion, 
and there was a danger of political 
questions of a very acute nature being 
introduced into the compesition of those 
bodies. The noble Earl had said it was 
desirable to introduce local interest ; but 
under the provisions of the Bill they 
would have parochial interests, and all 
sorts of jobbery would be brought in, 
and discussions would arise upon matters 
which ought to be academically treated by | 
an academically-elected body. , 


Tue LORD PRIVY SEAL (The Mar- | 
quess of Ripon) said the noble Earl who | 
had moved this Amendment had been 
very frank and had admitted that, if he | 
had his way, he would get rid of the | 
representatives of local bodies altogether. 
That was the spirit, though not the exact 
wording, of the noble Earl’s Amendment. 
The experience which he (Lord Ripon) 
had gained in connection with building 
up Leeds University satisfied him of the 
necessity of obtaining increasingly large | 
assistance from local bodies in such an 
enterprise, and it would be impossible to 
obtain such aid unless the local bodies 
were encouraged by being given a fair 
share of representation upon the govern- 
ing bodies. He thought the introduction 
of a local representative element would 
do much to help towards the success of 
the Irish Universities. 
if the representatives of local interests 
were reduced to one-fourth it would be 


merely a first step to their being got rid | 
of altogether, and he could not think that | 


that would help the success of this great 
and noble experiment. 


THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: | 


My Lords, the noble Earl who leads the 
House admitted very frankly that this 
question was a complicated and difficult 
one, and he said that the difficulty of 
dealing with it was increased because we 
had no analogies and no experience to 
guide us. I rather agree with him in so 
far as his argument is founded on the 
The Burl of Mayo. 
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absence of analogies, because I think 
that an analogy drawn between these 
new Universities in Ireland, and the old 
Universities with which we are familiar 
would be a misleading one ; and when | 
heard the noble Marquess who spoke last 
cite the case of a younger University 
with which he is connected, the University 
of Leeds, I almost ventured to tell him 
doubt extremely whether an 
analogy drawn from the local bodies of 
Yorkshire is one which counts for much 
when you are dealing with local bodies in 
parts of Ireland. As for our absence of 
experience, I think that argument is not 
so strong. We have experience, and a 


| great deal of experience, of the manner in 


which Irish local bodies conduct their 


| affairs, and it is no use mincing words in 


regard to such a subject. We know that 
they do manage their affairs in a political, 


‘and, I am afraid, a strongly partisan 
spirit. 


My noble friend, very rightly, I 
think, suggests that it is not desirable 
that these partisan bodies should he too 
powerfully represented upon the govern- 
ing bodies of the colleges, and I certainly 
agree with him in thinking that the pro- 
portion of members assigned to them is 
very much too strong. It is a number 
which would probably in many cases turn 
the scale. Does the noble Ear! believe 
for one moment that these elected mem- 


| bers of the governing bodies will really 


be selected upon purely academic grounds ! 
one am quite unable to put 
myself in that frame of mind, and I 
would point this out, that in the case of 
the governing body of the Dublin College 
no less than eight members are to be 


| selected by the General Council of County 


Councils. We know something about 


the General Council of County Councils. 
He believed that | 


It was a body which in its inception was 
intended to be of a more or less impartial 
and non-political character. Several 
well-known Irishmen, one or two Members 
of this House, were at first connected 
with it, and bore a conspicuous part In 
its proceedings ; but, as time went on, 
affairs were so conducted as to make it 
absolutely impossible for them to retain 
their connection with this council, and it 
is now a purely partisan body. The noble 
Earl told us—I think I correctly appre- 
hended what he said—that the matter did 
not signify so much because what he 
called strict academic questions would be 
dealt with by the academic council. But 
I would ask the noble Earl to bear in 
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mind these two points. He says that the 
governing bodies have only to do with 
large questions of policy. But am I 
wrong in believing that the governing 
bodies virtually elect the professors? Is 
it not the fact that the governing bodies 
have to put forward three names from 
which the choice must be mede. That is 


not a question of policy, that is a question | 
of patronage, and it is exactly the kind | 


of question which I believe—— 


*THeE Eart oF CREWE: Perhaps 
“policy” was not exactly the right word 
to use. What I 


phere, of which the noble Earl opposite 
spoke, did not seem to me to fall within 
the purview of these bodies so much as of 
an academic body. 


THE MARQuUESS OF LANSDOWNE: 
I still think my argument is a 
sound one, and that the bodies which 
are charged with the election of 


professors, are bodies which ought, if | 
purely | 


possible, to be constituted on 
academical grounds. What you really 
want is academical strength, and that, I 


think, will be best gained by keeping out, | 


so far as you can, purely partisan spirit. 
But I do not want to prolong this dis- 
cussion. I do not know whether my 
noble friend would be wise in pressing 
this Amendment if it is greatly objected 
to by His Majesty’s Government; but I 
should like to ask the noble Earl whether 
he will not keep an open mind on the 
subject to this extent, that he might 


accept, perhaps, instead of the larger | 


number given by my noble friend, a 
smaller number—let us say, for the sake 
of argument, two-thirds. 


*THe EARL oF CREWE: LI am afraid 


Tam not ina position to accept anything | 


on this point ; but if the noble Earl likes 
to insert that figure in this House, it will 
remain with my right hon. friend in the 
other House to see whether he will accept 
it or not. 


Lorp STANLEY or 
hoped the Committee would not accept 
the Amendment. There were, he thought, 
lew persons in their Lordships’ House, 


who, if they had a free hand, would not 
make the composition of the governing 
bodies very different from what was pro- 
They were not engaged in an 


posec 1. 
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daily life of the college and the atmos- | 


ALDERLEY 
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academic discussion, but in a political 
discussion, for nobody doubted that the 
composition of these governing bodies 
had been drawn up on political grounds 
in order to conciliate that body of opinion 
which had to be conciliated in this 
| matter. He wasa member of the govern- 
ing body of the University of Wales, and 
on that body there was a large municipal 
representation: he believed twenty-six 
'members of the court of the University 
were chosen by the counties and 
county boroughs. He thought that where 
people were keen about education an 
admixture of the municipal element might 
be useful. In Scotland they had had 
experience of both forms of Government. 
Years ago Edinburgh University was 
governed by the town council, and 
Glasgow University by the professors ; 
and an essay written by Sir William 
Hamilton was adverse to government by 
| the professors and favourable to govern- 
ment by the municipality. Therefore 
municipal government was not necessarily 
bad. On the Second Reading noble 
Lords opposite united in most enthusiastic 
‘and emphatic approbation of this Bill, 
| which they thought would lead toa settle- 
| ment of a vexed question in Ireland. He 
|would ask the noble Earl opposite 
| whether it was worth while to press the 
| Amendment and so, perhaps, prevent 
|this scheme from being accepted as a 
| settlement of the University question, 
| not because it was the best, but because 
it was the only possible solution that 
could secure anything like unanimity. 





| THe Eart or DUNRAVEN hoped 
that after what had been said by the 
noble Marquess the Leader of the Oppo- 
| sition, his noble friend would not press 
‘the Amendment. If he did, and His 
| Majesty’s Government did not accept it, 
he would feel compelled to vote with His 
| Majesty’s Government. It was of vital 
| importance to associate local opinion with 
'this scheme. The real ground of the 
| Amendment seemed to be the apprehen- 
| sion that the local authorities, the county 
‘councils, could not be trusted to fulfil the 
|duties which this Bill would put upon 

them. He could only speak personally of 
| one county council, on which he sat for 
|nine years, and he did not think the 
| political opinions of the majority, who 
| were Home Rulers, ever interfered in the 
| slightest degree with the way in which 
| they conducted public business, and he 
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did not think it was quite fair to say that 
ina matter of this kind they would allow 
their political opinion to influence them. 


Tue EArt oF DONOUGHMORE said 
they all recognised the special circum- 
stances of this case, and did not desire to 
dissociate local interest from these colleges. 
All they had urged was that too much 
representation was being given to munici- 
palities as compared with the representa- 
tion given to the college itself. If he did 
not press the Amendment, would the 
noble Earl ask the Chief Secretary 
whether, in issuing these charters, this 
point might not be reconsidered with a 
view, not, if they liked, to diminishing 
the municipal representation, but to 
giving the college itself a little larger 
representation than what was being 
offered to it now ? 


*THE EARL OF CREWE: I will, of 
course, lay that point before my right 
hon. friend. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*Lorp CLONBROCK moved an 
Amendment, the object of which was to 
empower “The Commissioners and, after 
the powers of the Commissioners deter- 


mine,” the Senate of the University, to 


proceed to the recognition of any college. 


They had every reason to believe that 
these Commissioners would be selected 
with great care, and that they would be 
eminent men possessing considerable 
knowledge of all University matters. 
Therefore, without throwing any slight 
upon the Senate, he thought it might 
fairly be said that the Commissioners 
would be in a better position to proceed 
in this matter than a newly elected 
senate. Their power of recognition 
could be most usefully exercised in the 
case of the Royal College of Science in 
Jublin, and in that of the Royal College 
£ Surgeons. It would be of the greatest 
importance to the new University that 


the College of Science should be attiliated. | 


Cheir laboratory and plant would be most 
useful to the University in its future 
work. The Royal Commission presided 
over by Lord Robertson recommended 
the affiliation of the College of Science, 
although they were opposed to affiliation 
generally. He hoped, therefore, that His 
Majesty's Government would consent to 
the insertion of these words. 


The Eurl o; Dunraven. 
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Amendment moved— 
‘In page 2, line 15, after the word ‘ which’ 
to insert the words ‘the Commissioners, and 


after the powers of the Commissioners to 
determine.’ ”—(Lord Clonbroek.) 


*THE EARL oF CREWE: I am afraid 
we cannot accept the Amendment. | 
quite understand the motives which have 
actuated the noble Lord in proposing it; 
but it seems to me it would be rather an 
anomalous course to take. These Com- 
missioners are a temporary body ; they 
include several people who have no con- 
nection whatever with Ireland, and who 
will, I conceive, cease to have any con- 
nection with these Universities when 
their work is done. In those circum- 
stances it seems an anomalous and strange 
thing to place this recognition in 
their hands rather than in the hands of 
the Senate, which is to he the regular 
governing body of the University. It is 
perfectly right that these experienced 
men should have the power of drawing up 
the statutes, those statutes including the 
general principles on which recognition 
should take place ; but when it comes to 
deciding whether or not a_ particular 
college should or should not be recognised, 
it seems to us only possible to leave that 
to the permanent governing body of the 
University. 


Lord ASHBOURNE said it was, of 
course, for the Government to decide how 
they would work their own scheme. But, 
personally, he thought the proposal of his 
noble friend was a reasonable one, and 
that it provided a means of, if he might 
say so, getting this University on its legs 
in the quickest possible way. The noble 
Lord had mentioned the Royal College 
of Science. He believed that it would 
be expedient for the new University 
to recognise that college at the earliest 
possible moment. It was fully equipped, 
and he would have thought the metter 
one worthy of immediate and prompt 
attention. 


On Question, Amendment negatived. 


Lorp ASHBOURNE 
Amendment providing that the Univer- 
sity might “* by statute ” 
to students who are pursuing a course 
of study of a University type in any 
recognised college in Ireland. At present, 
he said, the power, not only of afliliation, 
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but of recognition, was not regulated 
at all. It was left open, and was, he 
supposed, intended to be exercised by 
resolution, without any form, without 
anv schemes laid down, and without 
any appeal. He thought it was most 
esseritial that this should be one of the 
most important acts of the University 


and that it was most desirable that 
it should be by statute. 

Amendment moved— 

“In page 2, line 16, after the word ‘may,’ 


to insert the statute.’ ”—( Lord 


A shbourne +) 


words * by 


*Toe Ear, oF CREWE: I am afraid 
we cannot accept this Amendment, for 
reasons which I will explain as shortly 
as I can. The effect, of course, is to 
make the process of recognition more 
difficult, and not only the process of 
recognition, but equally the 
of withdrawing any form of recognition 
or the imposition of any conditions on 
that recognition. Therefore, supposing 
a particular college is to be recognised, 
and supposing that the governing 
authority of the University desire to 
raise the standard of education required 
in that particular college, they are not 
at liberty, if the noble Lord’s Amend- 
ment is carried, to do so without the 
matter being brought before the Privy 
Council. I have an Amendment on 
the Paper which gives an appeal to the 
Universities Committee of the Privy 
Council. It seems to me a preposterous 
suggestion that the affiliation of a par- 
ticular college should be placed in the 
hands of this body rather than in the 
hands of the University itself. So far 
as the English Universities are concerned, 
there is no restriction of this kind. 
Liverpool can affiliate anv college it 
likes by ordinance ; Birmingham, Leeds, 
and Manchester, I think I am correct 
in saving, can affiliate simply by resolu- 
tion. What is important is that the 
standard of the affiliated college should 
be high. That is provided for and 
clearly should be maintained; but as 
to the question of whether the religious 
views entertained in a particular college, 
or anything of that kind, should or 
should not debar it from recognition, 
I should be very sorry indeed if that 
became a matter of controversy, as I 


process 
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think it possibly might if the noble 
and learned Lord’s Amendment were 
accepted. 


1658 


On Question, Amendment negatived. 
Clause 2 agreed to. 

Clause 3: 

*THE CREWE 


EARL OF moved, in 


| reference to subsection (2) of the clause, 


which ran 

* Every professor upon entering into office 
shall sign a declaration in a form approved by 
the Commissioners jointly under this Act, 
securing the respectful treatment of the religious 
opinions of any of his class.” 
to add the following proviso 

* Provided that no test of religious belief 
shall be imposed by the governing body of 
either of the two new Universities or any con- 
stituent college on any such professor or 
lecturer as a condition of his appointment or 
recognition by the governing body as such 
professor or lecturer.” 

The noble Earl said: This relates to 
the lecturers in theology and divinity. 
They are not to be paid out of the Univer- 
sity funds, and are not to form part, in 
any real sense, of the constituent body 
of the University. As a rule 
it mav be assumed that they will be 
appointed under trust, and, of 
that trust might 
impose conditions of test. On the other 
hand, it is conceivable that a fund might 
be left to endow the professorship but 


general 


some 


course, in ease the 


leaving the appointment of the professor 
to the University. In that case we do 
not think it proper that the University 
should impose anv test. That is the 
object of this Amendment. 


Amendment moved— 

* In page 2, line 43, after the word * divinity, ’ 
to insert the words * Provided that no test of 
religious belief shall be imposed by the governing 
body of either of the two new Universities or 
any constituent college on any such professor or 
lecturer as «a condition of his appointment or 
recognition by the governing body as such pro 
fessor or lecturer.” °"—(The Earl of Crewe.) 


*Lorp ROBERTSON said this Amend- 
ment not merely touched a highly im- 
portant subject, but it had a_ political 
significance which he thought deserved 
attention. The main object of the Bill 
was to give satisfaction to the Roman 
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Catholic people and clergy of Ireland. 
He knew something of the subject, 
and he. was certain the more impartial 
attention was given to it the more it 
became clear that the only thing that 
would satisfy those classes in Ireland 
was a Roman Catholic University pure 
and simple. The gravity of the question, 


whether the Imperial Parliament should | 


set up such an institution, he did not 
in the least minimise ; but what he pro- 
tested against was that they should put 
masks on their faces in dealing with that 
question. He supported the Bill because 
he had understood that it was an honest 
attempt to establish in Ireland a Roman 
Catholic University which would give 
satisfaction to the people of Ireland. 
He recognised that it was a large depar- 
ture from the principles which had 
hitherto guided the party opposite in 
dealing with questions of education, and, 
moreover, it was a complete reversal of 
the policy which had prevailed during 


what he might call, roughly speaking, the | 


veign of the Liberal Party. He was no 
more an advocate of a _ reactionary 
policy in regard to Universities than 
any noble Lord opposite. But he 
was convinced that, unless power 
was given to the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland within the University to give full 
effect to their religious propensities, and, 
he would add, without offence to their 
prejudices, this offer of a University 
was a mockery. It must be remembered 
that the Roman Catholic clergy of Ireland 
were to a large extent masters of the 
situation, and unless they were satisfied 
with the Bill the same influence which 
wrecked ‘“‘the godless colleges’ would 
wreck this University. It was a com- 
plete fallacy to suppose that in setting 
up a Roman Catholic University they 
were doing what was called handing over 
the youth of Ireland to the Roman 
Catholic bishops and clergy. The bulk 
of the youth of that country were in the 
hands of the Roman Catholic bishops 
and clergy at present. The only question 
was whether Parliament should not afford 
an opportunity of having infused into 
the domain of higher education in Ireland 


those humanising and liberalising in- 
fluences which the Roman Catholic 


Church—to give it its due—knew so 
well how to use, as was illustrated by 
the signal success of the Jesuits in educa- 


Lord Robertson. 
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tion, and he was sure their Lord- 
ships would agree with him ‘in saying 
that that distinguished man Dp 


Delany was a worthy representative of 
these traditions and achievements, 
It was a strong step ; it was a final step ; 
but he, for his part, took his share in the 
responsibility of taking it. He thought it 
ought to be done, and accordingly he was a 
supporter of the Government in carrying 
forward this Bill; but when he turned to 
the clause about tests, and particularly to 
the Amendment of the noble Earl the 
Leader of the House,he must say he began 
to feel not very proud of his work. What 
was the good of putting in a clause about 
tests when they had a governing body 
such as that described in the Bill? Tf 
he were having a University to please 
himself, he would say, ‘* Abolish tests to 
your heart’s content, if you give me the 
right governing body.” When they looked 
to the proposed governing body of the 
new Dublin University they must feel con- 
vinced that not a man would be placed 
in any high office unless he satisfied the 
Roman Catholic bisheps and clergy, 
He asked the noble Earl and his colleagues 
on the Front Ministerial Bench, to whom 
he had given not less valuable because 
silent support up to now, whether they 
were really going to contend that this was 
an undenominational University. Was 
this Amendment intended to carry that 
joke so far as this, that they would say 
that they had actually put in a clause 
which prevented eventhe chairs of divinity 
and theology from being denominational ! 
Did they think that even their own 
supporters would find their credulity 
untaxed by that ? It seemed to him that 
the third clause, with its huge apparatus, 
‘was a complete farce. He was speaking 
now of the institution in Dublin. He 
| perceived that the skilful hand of the 
| draftsman had coupled Belfast and Dub- 
| lin together, so that it was possible for 
the noble Earl’s colleagues to say on the 
platform, ‘‘ We are treating the subject 
generally, and will anyone say that it is 
wrong to have no tests in Belfast ?” 
He contended that that ignored the’ 
vital difference between the two institu- 
|tions. He took no interest in the 
| University of Belfast, because it did not 
| give rise to the political problem in 
which he was interested. But in the 
| University of Dublin it was absolutely 
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certain that what they had done was to 
hand over the teaching in that University 
tothe Roman Catholic Church. As he had 
said, he approved of the Bill. It was 
an entire reversal of Liberal policy. It 
was a reversion to what was called, in 
former days, ‘‘ concurrent endowment ”’ 
giving tothe Roman Catholic Church 
in Ireland money for the teaching of its 
own doctrines. Why attempt to conceal 
it? He understood that fig leaves were 


required in another place, where there 


were some pruderies that required a 
little delicate cultivation; and _ this 
Amendment, he suspected, was part of 
that rather elabortate apparatus of make- 
believe andconcealment. They had now 
a very adequate explanation of the 
mysterious disappearance of the English 
Education Bill. It had been relegated 
toa rest cure to avoid the open shame 
which would have come upon its authors 
if the English Education Bill and the 
Irish Universities Bill had been 


run | 


through the House of Commons in double | 


harness. Even the most hardened sup- 
porter of the Government would hardly 
have consented to Monday and Thursday 
being devoted to Cowper-Templeism, 
and Tuesday and Friday to Maynooth. 
That was thedifficult problem which was 
mitigated, if not solved, by relegating the 
Education Bill to a later period, by which 
time it was hoped that something would 
have occurred to draw a sponge across this 
latest achievement in which he was helping 
the Government. He was afraid that 
the only inference which the man in the 
street would draw when he saw the 
supporters of the Government in Ireland 
getting denominationalism and their sup- 
porters in England getting undenomina- 
tionalism was that Liberal policy about 
education was simply a job from beginning 
to end. He had used these straight 
words because he wished to emphasise 
th» position of the Government in 
bringing forward those two Bills. Let 
them not put on masks for the 
purpose of discussing this Bill, let 
them speak the truth about it, and 
the truth was that this was an honour- 
able attempt by a purely denominational 
University to satisfy the aspirations of 
Roman Ca‘holie Ireland. 


*Toe Eart or CREWE: The noble 
and learned Lord implied that he had 


_ have a Catholic atmosphere. 
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earned our gratitude by maintaining a 
strict silence during the recent discussion 
of this subject. I can assure him that 
thatisnotthecase. It might conceivably 
be the case as regards some noble Lords, 
though I do not think it is so as regards any 
of those who have takena prominent part 
in this discussion, and certainly it never 
is likely to be the case with regard to the 
noble and learned Lord, whom we 
always hear with the greatest pleasure. 
I do not propose to discuss with the noble 
and learned Lord the question of whether 
we are, or are not, consistent in bringing 
forward this measure, and in bringing 
forward the English Elementary Edu- 


cation Bill. He and we start from 

different premises on that subject. He 
‘J 

regards England and Ireland as one 


country. We regard them as two. I 
cannot admit that there is any incon- 
sistency whatever in applying different 
remedies to the different circumstances 
of the two countries. If the preponder- 
ance of Roman Catholics in England was 
the same as it is in Ireland, I frankly 
admit it would be impossible for us to 
bring in our Education Bill in the shape 
we brought it in. As regards this 
particular point, the noble and learned 
Lord says that in connection with this 
University we were wearing a mask. He 
did not say so, but he meant that we 
were playing something of the part of 
hypocrites. I am disposed to challenge 
that statement. This University is, if 
you like, on paper, an undenominational 
University. It is perfectly true that we 
do believe and design that it should 
That is its 
object. But, my Lords, Trinity College, 
on paper, is an  undenominational 
University ; but it is a Protestant Uri- 


| versity, and it seems to me it would be 


| 


| equally 


reasovable to suggest the 
imposition of tests at Trinity because 
all that you have done, and all that 
Mr. Fawcett attempted to do in* 1873 
in removing tests from Trinity, has not 
succeeded in making anything but an 
essentially Protestant University un- 
acceptable to the Catholics of Ireland. 
But there is another argument. We are 
determined ‘to keep this University 
undenominational, if you like still upon 
paper, and for this reason. Several 
noble Lords have lamented that instead 


(of instituting this University on the 
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lines we have, we did not institute it 
on lines which would enable Protestants 
and Catholics to be educated together. 
They assume, ard probably rightlv as- 
sume, that now this University will be 
mainly Catholic in character. But we 
are not legislating for to-morrow or the 
dav after to-morrow. It is quite conr- 
ceivable that a change might come 
over opinion in Treland in that respect. 
A time may come—it may be distant— 
when Irishmen will be glad that Pro- 
testants and Catholics should be educated 
side by side. There is nothing to prevert 
their being now so educated in Trinity. 


There will be nothing to prevent their’ 


being in future educated in this new 
University; but if we are to impose 
Roman Catholic tests and to endow 
Roman Catholic professorships, which, 
op. the noble and learned Lord’s argu- 
ment, would be an equally rational thing 
to do, we should close the door in the 
face of that possibility. I am rot in 
the least ashamed of admitting that 
this Dublin University will be in essence 
Catholic, but neither am I in the least 
ashamed of keeping it im terms rigidly 
undenominational for the reasons which 
I have endeavoured to explain. 


THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
Mv Lords, I the purpose of 
expressing my entire concurrence with 
what fell from my noble friend on the 
back benches to whom we listened with 
so much pleasure. Indeed, I ventured 
the other dav to sav something very like 
what he said in the debate on the Second 
Reading. I accept the Bill of His 
Majesty’s Government with my eves 
open, and knowing that it is intended to 
produce a University which shall be in 
substance undenominational, but which 
will be accepted by the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland, because it is going to be a 
denominational University in 
The noble Earl himself admitted that the 
University was to be undenominational 
on paper only. With regard to the par- 
ticular clause before us, I confess that 
I attach very little importance to it. 


rise for 


essence. 


*THe Eart or CREWE: It is a very 
small matter. 


or LANSDOWNE: 
It is, if I may 


THE MarQveEss 
Yes, a very small matter. 


The Earl of Crewe. 
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say so, put into the Bill for the purpose 
of shop front decoration, and very little 
more. The reference of my noble and 
learned friend to the Education Bill now 
before Parliament recalls to my mind 
another Education Bill—the Bill of 1906, 
Your Lordships will recollect that it was 
a prominent feature in the Bill that tests 
were to be abolished, but it also was 
a prominent feature that there were 
to be schools with a predominant denomi- 
national atmosphere, and we asked what 
means were to be provided to satisfy 
ourselves that the teachers who in those 
would be entrusted with the 
duty of imparting religious education 
possessed anv knowledge of the kind 
of education they would have to impart; 
and I remember we extracted from the 
noble Earl opposite the admission thai 
although these teachers would not have 
to submit to tests, there would be no 
difficulty in finding means of 
ascertaining quite sufficiently whether 
they were or were not qualified to give 
religious instruction of a particular 
kind. So it will be under this Bill. 
You in theory, but in 
practice we know perfectly well that the 
whole atmosphere of these colleges will 
be frankly denominational. We had 
better look that matter in the face, 
and, having looked it in the face, I admit 
it is not our business to cavil at proposals 
of this ki d. 


schools 


some 


tests 


have ho 


On Question. Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 


Clause 4 


agreed To. 
Clause 5: 


*THE Eart of CREWE: The Amend- 
ment standing in my name to this clause 
represents a promise which was made 
by my right hon. friend in another 
place to deal with the question of appeal. 
He proposes, therefore, to make the 
appeal to the Lord-Lieutenant in Council 
and the Universities Committee to be 
appointed under this Bill. An Amend- 
nent to be moved later on, after Clause 
17, deals with the appointment of this 
special Universities Committee. It is 
very much on the lines of the Scottish 
Universities Committee. It is worth 
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noting that this Committee will deal; 
not only with appeals against statutes | 
but with appeals against schemes. 
That is provided for later on in the 
Amendment after Clause 17. 


Amendment moved—- 


“Tn page 3, line 35, after the word ‘ statute,’ 
to insert the words ‘ (3) The governing body of 
a University or constituent college to which the 
statute relates, or any other person, corporation, 
or body directly affected by the statute, may, 
within three months from the notification 
thereof in the Dublin Gazette, petition the Lord- 
Lieutenant in Council to disallow the whole or 
any part thereof. (4) The Lord-Lieutenant in 
Council may refer any such petition to the Irish 
Universities Committee, with a direction that 
the committee hear the petitioner personally 
or by counsel, and report specially to the Lord- 
Lieutenant in Council on the matter of the 
petition. (5) If the committee report in favour 
of the disallowance of the statute or any part 
thereof, the Lord-Lieutenant may, by Order in 
Council, disallow the whole or part thereof 
accordingly, but any such disallowance shall be 


without prejudice to the making of a new 
statute.” "—(The Earl of Crewe.) 
Lorp ASHBOURNE regarded the 


proposed new subsections as correctly 
framed to work out the object in view. 
Under the previous system, where the 
question concerned had reference to 
property or the status of professors 
the appeal was to members of the Privy 
Council who were Judges. He did not 
wish to interfere with the general scheme 
of this Bill, but he thought it should 
be provided that where questions of 
proporty and stt#tus were involved there 
should always be two Judges at the 
hearing of the appeal; and on this he 
had an Amendment which he would 
move later. 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


| and 


Clause 5, as amended, agreed to. 
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Anderson, John Pius Boland, Sir William 
Francis Butler, Denis Joseph Coffey, Stephen 
swynn, Henry Jackson, Sir John Rhys, the 
Most Rev. William James Walsh, Bertram 
Coghill Alan Windle; and the Belfast Com- 
missioners shall be His Honour James Johnston 
Shaw, Samuel Dill, the Rev. Thomas Hamilton, 
Donald Macalister, Robert T. Martin, Sir 
Arthur William Riicker, Johnson Symington.’ ” 
—(The Earl of Crewe.) ; 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 6, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 7: 


Lorp KILLANIN moved an Amend- 
ment to provide that some money might 
be spent in providing residential build- 
ings. It was regarded as a great blot 
upon the Bill as it stood that ther> was 
absolutely no provision for any residen- 
tial quarters in Dublin. The students 
who would attend the new University 
and college were n arly allextern students 
at present. Thev were nearly all edu- 
cated at home, or at sma'l institutions in 
the neighbourhood of their homes. Under 
this Bill they would have very properly 
to go to these colleges, and at first there 
would be a certain disinclination to let 
students go there, above ail when the 
parents saw there was no provision for 
residential quarters. That would have 
an injurious resuit, and it might lead the 
colleges to affiliate institutions which 
he did not think ought to be affiliated. 
Parents would be disinclined to send 
their sons to the new colleges when there 
existed other institutions with residential 
quarters, and he foresaw that pressure 
would be brought to bear on the autho- 
rities to affiliate those institutions. That 
might turn out to have a very serious 
result. Moreover, the 
Protestant University of Trinity College 


dangerous 


| had now residential quarters, and the 


Clause 6: 


*Tue Ear, of CREWE: This Amend- 
ment merely inserts the names of the | 
Commissioners, which have already been | 
made public. 


Catholics would feel that they were in a 
position of inferiority. This, he ven- 
tured to think, would deprive the solu- 
tion of finality. He fully recognised 


that i would be impossible to start 
| residential quarters unless the funds 
were increased. The bishops had ex- 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 4, lines 1 to 3, to leave out sub- 
section (2) and to insert the following new sub- 
section: ‘(2) The Dublin Commissioners shall 
be the Right Hon. Christopher Palles, Alexander 


VOL. CXCIII. {FourTH SERIEs.] 


pressed this unanimous view on the 
question of residence— 

* A most important, and, indeed, vital ques- 
tion is that of the status and condition of the 
college to be established in Dublin. We have 
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s een with dismay that it is not to be residential, 
and if this determination is persevered in we 
fear that the consequence for the University 
and the college may be disastrous.” 


He hoped His Majesty’s Government | 
would pay some attention to this matter. | 


Amendment moved— 

“In page 5, line 22, after the word * build- 
ings,’ to insert the words’ including residential 
buildings.’ °—(Lord Killanin.) 


*THE Ear, or CREWE: The noble 
Lord was quite right to put down this 
Amendment if he desired to draw atten- 
tion to the subject, but he is aware that 
2s a matter of fact it is not necessary, for 


{LORDS} 





Universities Bill. 


Lorp ASHBOURNE raised ro objec- 
tion to the Amendment. 
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On Question, Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp KILLANIN moved arn Amend- 
| ment, the effect of which would be to 
permit ‘‘the erection of ary church, 
ichapel, or place of religious worship or 
observance by means of private bene- 
faction within or without the precincts 
of the University or college.” This 
provision, he reminded their Lordships, 
was inserted in the Bill in Committee in 
the other House, but in the House it 





there is nothing whatever to prevent | 


any part of the voted sum being devoted 
to residential quarters if thought desirable. 
But what the noble Lord wanted was that 
a further sum should be voted in respect 
of the need for residential buildings. I 
have great sympathy with much that the 
noble Lord has said. I should have been 
very glad, if it had been possible, to make 
the sum large enough to supply a certain 
number of residential buildings, especially 
in Dublin, in view of the fact that Trinity 
is a residential college; but the claims 
of other institutions and of other objects 
prevented my right hon. friend the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer from doing 
that. This object may very properly 
be regarded as one for private benefaction. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*THE Eart or CREWE: This is an 
Amendment of the same character as the 
one which led to the interesting speech 
of the noble and learned Lord opposite, 
Lord Robertson. It is desired that 
these theological and divinity professors 
should not be eligible for membership 
of the General Board of Studies or of any 
faculty other than the faculty of theology ; 
and, so far as I know, no exception is 
taken to this Amendment by those most 
concerned. 


Amendment moved— 


“In page 5, line 36, after the word ‘benefaction,’ 
to insert the words * and the professor or lecturer 
is not eligible for membership of the General 
Board of Studies, or of any faculty other than 
the faculty of theology.’,”—(The Earl of Cre we. ) 


Lord Killanin. 


|was unfortunately dropped. 


The 
tention was that the giving of a few square 
yards of a site originally bought with 
public money would be devoting public 
money to religious purposes. Objection 
was also taken to the presence of a chapel 
belonging to a denomination within the 
precincts of a University at all. Those 
objections seemed most unreasonable, A 
great misunderstanding existed on this 
question. He read the other day in the 
Daily News, a mouthpiece of the Non- 
conformists of this country, this state- 
ment— 


COL.- 


* In reference to the Amendments likely to 
be moved, it may be necessary to utter a strong 
protest against the Amendment to reinsert 
the clause enabling a Roman Catholic chapel 


| to be built out of public funds.” 


Nobody had ever suggested that a Roman 
Catholic chapel should be built out of 
public funds. This statement showed 
how far away from the facts of the situa- 
tion prejudice could carry people. He 
could not understand how Gentlemen 
who had swallowed the whole of this Bill 
could strain at this gnat. Moreover, it 
was provided in Clause 7, subsection (4) 
that nothing in that provision should 
prevent the recognition by the governing 
body of the University of any professor of 
or lecturer in theology or (livinity as a 
professor of the University. Therefore, 
under the Bill, not only might theologians 
and professors of divinity come in and 
teach religion, but they were to have the 
use of buildings which would be act. ally 
erected with public money. Surely 
that was a violation of the rights 
of secularism in this matter. It 
was curious why that should be per- 
missible, when it should not be per- 








missible to erect a place of religious 
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worship or observance by means of | therefore, trust the noble Lord will not 
private benefactior within or without the | press it. 


precincts of the U-.iversity or college. 
In these circumstances he hoped the 
Government would see their way to agree | 
+o the reirsertion of this subsectior. 


Amendment moved— 


In page 5, line 39, after the word * funds,’ 
to insert the words * or (/) the erection of any | 
church, chapel, or place of religious worship or 
observance by means of private benefaction 
within or without the precincts of the Univer- 
sity or college.’ °—(Lord Killanin.) 


| 
| 
| 





*THE Eart or CREWE: The noble 
Lord is quite right in stating that these 
words were inserted in the Standing 
Committee and were afterwards struck | 
out by a large majority on the Report 
stage in the House of Commons. I do | 
not think that it is possible to regard this 
really as a matter of principle on either 
Personally, I frankly admit I 
should have raised no objection from my 
own point of view had the words been 
retained; but this Bill, as your Lord- | 
ships know, represents a coming to- 
gether of people of extremely different 
sections of opinion. Each side has had 
to give up a good deal which it values. 
It would be very easy to point to clauses 
in the Bill to which strong objection may | 
be taken from the Roman Catholic point 
of view, and others to which equally 
strong objection may be taken from the 
Protestant point of view. 
of the latter. It is regarded as the | 
hoisting of a flag of denominationalism | 
in the case of a particular college, and 
it is objected to on that ground. 


side. 


This is one 


| 


| 


las to the reason. 
}any masks, as Lord Robertson had said. 


THE Ear, oF CAMPERDOWN con- 
gratulated the noble Earl the Leader 


|of the House upon the dexterity he 


had displayed that evening in skating 
over the thinnest of thin ice. He con- 


| gratulated him on his speech, which 


he thought was one of the cleverest 
speeches of its kind that he had ever 
listened to in their Lordships’ House. 
They were then passing a sham clause 
about tests. Now they had got exactly 
the reverse clause—a clause to enable 
chapels to be erected. The noble Ear] 
was very skilful in passing over the 
manner in which that subsection was 
defeated in the other House, and he 
said as little as possible, very wisely, 
Let them not wear 


They knew that nothing could be done 
in the other House without the assent 
and approval, whether tacit or not, of 
the Government, and therefore it was 
quite clear that it was with the consent 
and the goodwill of the Government 
that this subsection was omitted in the 
other House. He advised the noble Earl 
not to strain at the gnat after swallowing 
the camel. 


THE Mareuess oF LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, we on this side of the House 
are r ady to go great lengths in facilitat- 
ing a settlement of this question; but 
I really think that in regard to this 
particular Amendment the noble Earl 
has asked us to do more than he has any 
right to expect. What is this proposal ? 
Simply this, that it should be lawful for 
the friends of the people who frequent 


'this University to erect, at their own 


THe Marquess or SALISBURY: | 
Hear, Hear ! 
*THe Eart or CREWE: I am very | 


glad to 


agrees. 


know that the noble Marquess 
I do not know whether he was 
in the House when I made my observa- | 
tions on the question of the undenomina- 
tional character of this Bill. 


THe Marquess oF SALISBURY : Yes. 


*THE Eart or CREWE: In that case 
I need not repeat anything of what I said 
then. I am given to understand that 
there is no prospect of this Amendment 
being accepted in another place. I, 





cost, a chapel which the students can 
attend. There is no question of public 
money. We all regret that this Uni- 
versity cannot be given a residential 
character. We can quite understand 
that at this moment it should not be 
possible to go as far as that; but is it 
not fair to say that the absence of 
residences renders it doubly necessary 
that we should provide whatever means 
we can of bringing the students of this 
University together, and is it not, at 
any rate, important that they should 
have an opportunity of frequenting 
3M 2 
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the same place of worship? What are 
the objections ? I understand that one 
of them is founded upon the fact that 
these chapels, or this chapel, would be 
built upon a site which was once acquired 
at the expense of the public. That 
seems to me to be pure pedantry, and 
I will not spend time in examining the 
argument. Then comes the real reason, 
the reason frankly avowed by the noble 
Earl who has just spoken. He 
that if a chapel were to be built, we 
should thereby be hoisting the flag of 
denominationalism in this University. 
My Lords, really has it come to this ? 


Ssavs 


*THE Eart or CREWE: I did not 
say that that was my opinion. I said 
that a great many people thought so. 

THE LANSDOWNE : 


MARQUESS OF 


I really would not attribute such a view 


to the noble Earl; I have too much 
respect for his common-sense ; but he is 
the mouthpiece for people who entertain 
this extravagant, and, I must. say, 
absurd opinion. You are going to have 
a cojlege which we all admit is going to be 
a Roman Catholic college ; yet in order 
to save appearances vou go the length 
of saving that vou will not allow friends 
of these students to provide a chapel 
in which they can worship on Sunday. 
This is a kind of hypocrisy to which J 
cannot be a party, and, therefore, I hope 
my noble friend will press his Amendment. 
If it meets with an adverse fate elsewhere 
we shall submit to the inevitable: but 
IT do not think the House of Lords ought 
to be a party to such a disingenuous 
proceeding as that which is recommended 
to us. This proposal has had many 
Vicissitudes. Jt was pot in the original 
Bill; it was put in with a good deal of 
acceptance; it was afterwards rejected 
from the Bill, and T venture to think 


your Lordships would do well to reinsert : 


it in its place. 


THE Marquess oF RIPON entirely 
sympathised with the object of the 
Amendment and with a great deal that 


had fallen from the noble Lord opposite 


and from the noble Marquess who had 

just sat down: but he would make a 

strong appeal to their Lordships not to 

introduce the Amerdment into the Bill, 

because the effect of that proceeding 
The Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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would be, he was afraid, to reopen con- 
troversies in the other House of Parlia- 
ment which he had hoped, and which he 
was sure all their Lordships hoped, were 
dead in respect of this question. His 
noble friend Lord Crewe had told them, 
ard he was convinced the noble Earl 
was right, that there was no chance 


of this Amendment being accepted 
in the other House. The proceedings 
in Committee that evening had 
been' marked by great forbearance 
on the part of many noble Lords 
opposite. They had displayed a 


great desire to. pass the Bill to settle 
a controversy which had been open for 
more than thirty years, if not much 
longer, and they hoped the Bill would 
prove to be, as far as anything in this 
world could be, a final settlement of this 
long-contested question. But if their 
Lordships inserted this clause in the 
Bill, its removal again in the House of 
Commons must lead to a long discussion, 
and to a discussion touching upon the 
most delicate portions of the question. 
The Bill, as the noble Earl the Leader 
of the House had said, was in the nature 
of a compromise—a compromis: which 


did infinite credit to both sides. Mr. 
Gladstone, in his first and strongest 


Government, attempted to settle tis 
question and failed. Mr. Balfour made 
a speech at Manchester, in which he said 
he found it difficult to defend the exis- 
tence of the Union as long as this question 
was not settled. Nothing came of that 
declaration. The question had re- 
mained open to the present moment, 
and now that a Bill had been passe | 
successfully through the House © of 
Commons and had come up to their 
Lordships’ House, it was very undesir- 
able to start afresh what might be an 
angry and keen discussion upon the 
most vital point of difference in the Bill. 
He was not prepared to say that if their 
Lordships inserted the Amendment it 
would be fatal to the measure; but he 
, did say that it was of the greatest possible 
importance, in the interests of religious 
{peace and satisfaction in Ireland, and 
in the interests of those who desired and 
for long years had desired to see this 
grievance removed from the Irish people. 
that this measure, now having passed 
one House and almost having passed the 
other, should be brought to a conclusion 
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in a spirit of harmony. If it were not | 


for these considerations, he would be 
greatly tempted to vote for the Amend- 
ment, but he felt bound, not because of 
his official position, but because of his 


it had been approached, earnestly to 


{30 JuLY 1908} 


Universities Bill. 1674 


entreat their Lordships not to adopt 


| the Amendment. 


On Question, ‘ That those words be 


| there inserted,” 
earnest desire to see this question settled | 
in that spirit of compromise with which | 


Their Lordships divided :—Contents, 
532; Not contents, 31. 


CONTENTS. 


Devonshire, D. 
Wellington, D. 


Mayo, E. 
Morton, E. 
Orford, E. 
sath, M. Plymouth, E. 
Lansdowne, M. 
Salisbury, M. 
more.) 
Albemarle, E. St. Aldwyn, V. 
Camperdown, E. 
Cawdor, E. 
Doncaster, E. (D. Buccleuch 
and Queensberry.) 
Haddington, E. 


Addington, L 
Ashbourne, L. 


Waldegrave, E. 
Hutchinson, V. 


Peterborough, L. Bp. 


Belhaven and Stenton, L. 

Brodrick, L. (V. Mid!cton.) 

Clinton, L. 

Clonbrock, L. 

[Teller.] | Collins, L. 

(EB. Donough- | De Mauley, L. 

Elphinstone, L. 

Kenry, L. (2. Dunraven and 
Mount-Earl.) 

Killanin, L. 

Kilmarnock, L. (2. Erroll.) 

Kintore, L. (2. Kintore.) 

Lawrence, L. [Teller.] 


NOT-CONTENTS, 


Armitstead, L. 
Balfour, L. 
Colebrooke, L 


Loreburn, L. (ZL. Chancellor.) 
Ripon, L. (L. Privy Ne al.) 


Beauchamp, E. (ZL. Steward.) 
Carrington, FE. 
Crewe, E. 

Russell, E. Glantawe, L. 
Althorpe, V. (L. Chamber-| Granard, —L. 
lain.) [ Tell r.) 
Wolverhampton, V. 


Farrer, L 


Haversham, L. 


Allendale, L. Hemphill, L. 
Consequential Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 7, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 8 to 16 agreed to. 

Clause 17: 

Drafting Amendments agreed to. 

Clause 17, as amended, agreed to. 
*THE Eart or CREWE: The new clause 
which I move after Clause 17 is the one 
upon which I said a few words at an 


earlier stage, and in which I understand 
the noble and learned Lord opposite 


lesires to make some slight Amendment. 


The clause sets up this special Irish 
Universities committee, giving the 
Lord-Lieutenant power to appoint it 
2s he thinks fit. The proviso is that 
two of the members of the committee 


enman, I. [7 


Fitzmaurice, L. 


Hamilton of Dalzell, L. 


Herschell, L. 
Kinnaird, L. 
Lochee, L. 


"eller.] Ly veden, I. 


| Marchamley, L. 
St. Davids, L. 
Sanderson, L. 


(E. Granard.) | Saye ana Sele, L. 


Stanley of Alderley, L. 
Tenterden, L. 
Weardale, L. 


must be persons who are either Judges 
or ex-Judges; the quorum of the com- 
mittee is to be three, and one of these 
Judges must be part of that quorum. 
The noble and learned Lord, as I gather, 
thinks that as regards certain matters 
the composition of the body would be 
hardly sufficiently judicial. I should 
have thought the point was not a very 
material one, as the presence and advice 
of a judicial member would ensure that 
the legal aspect of the case was thoroughly 
brought out. I have not considered the 
point, but if the noble and learned Lord 
desires that both of the Judges should be 
on the Committee for the consideration 
of schemes I do not know that there would 
be any objection. The only objection 
that occurs to me at this moment is 
that it might in some cases delay or 
hamper the passing of the schemes 
if it was necessary that both Judges should 
actually take part in the deliberations of 
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the Committee. But if the noble Lord 
desires to insert that Amendment to 
see what my right hon. friend thinks of 
it, I shall make no objection. 


Amendment moved— 


* After Clause 17 to insert the following new 
clause : ‘(1) There shall be a committee of the 
Privy Council in Ireland styled the Irish Univer- 
sities Committee. The committee shall consist 


of such number of members of the Privy Council | 


in Ireland, not being less than five, as the Lord- 
Lieutenant may think fit to appoint, two at 
least being persons whoare or have been Judges 
of the Supreme Court. (2) The powers and 


duties of the Irish Universities Committee may | 


be exercised and discharged by any three or 
more members of the committee, so long as one 
of those members is a person who is or has been 
a Judge of the Supreme Court. (3) The costs 
of all parties of and incident to the hearing of 
any petition or appeal under this Act which is 
heard by the Irish Universities Committee 
shall be in the discretion of the committee. 
(4) The Lord-Lieutenant in Council may make 
rules generally for regulating the procedure of 
the Irish Universities Committee, and may, by 
those rules, prescribe the time within which 
any appeal under this Act may be made, and 
the mode in which any costs allowed under this 
Act may be recovered.’ ’—(The Earl of Crewe.) 


Lorp ASHBOURNE moved the addi- 
tion of the words at the end of Sub- 


section 2: ‘‘and in the case of appeal 
under Section 17, then so long as two of 


those members are persons who are or 
have been Judges of the Supreme Court.” 
He assured the noble Earl that his 
Amendment was not conceived in any 
spirit of hostility. The previous scheme 
was that no one but Judges should be 
on the Committee. That was intelligible 
because the appeals were only to be on 
questions of property and status. But 
now it was proposed to have one common 
appellate system. What he desired was 
that when the committee were dealing 
with the matters previously dealt with 
by the Irish judicial body, there should 


be two judicial members present. He 
thought that was a very reasonable 
requirement. 

Amendment moved to the Amend- 


ment— 

“To add, at the end of subsection (2) the 
words * and in the case of appeal under Section 
17, then so long as two of those members are 
persons who are or have been judges of the 
Supreme Court.’ ’’—(Lord Ashbourne.) 


*THE Earl or CREWE: I shall not 
oppose that Amendment to my Amend- 
The Earl of Crewe. 
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ment. But I do not know that the 


noble and learned Lord has a precedent 
for it. 


Lorp ASHBOURNE said that if the 
|noble Earl desired only to follow 
precedent in legislation concerning Ire- 
land, he did not know how far he would 
get. 





On Question, Amendment 
Amendment agreed to. 


to the 


Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
Remaining clauses agreed to. 


Standing Committee negatived. Then 
(Standing Order No. XXXIX. having 
been suspended), Amendments reported; 
Bill read 3°, with the Amendments, and 
passed, and returned to the Commons. 


TELEGRAPH (CONSTRUCTION) BILL. 
BEE PEST (IRELAND) BILL. 


Amendments reported (according to 


order). Then (Standing Order No. 
XXXIX. having been suspended), Bills 
real 3° with the Amendments, and 


passed, and returned to the Commons. 


FINANCE BILL. 


Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed. 
COMPANIES (CONSOLIDATION) 
BILL [H.1.]. 
Read 3°, (according to order), and 


passed, and sent to the Commons. 


NAVAL MARRIAGES BILL. 
House 


in Committee (according to 


order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived. 
Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. 


having been suspended), Bill read 3°, 
and passed. 
EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE 
BILL. 


House in Committee (according to 


order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived, 


and Bill to be read 5* To-morrow. 
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LUNACY BILL [1.1]. 

House in Committee (according to 
order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived. 
Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. 
having been suspended), Bill read 3°, 
and passed, and sent to the Commons. 


NAVAL LANDS (VOLUNTEERS) 
BILL. 

House in Committee (according to 
order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived. 
Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX 
having been suspended), Bill read 3°, 
and passed. 


MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY 
BILL. 
GRAND JURY (IRELAND) ACT, 1836, 
AMENDMENT BILL. 
fead =5* (according to order), and 
passed. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
Read 2" (according to order). Com- 
mittee negatived; and Bill to be read 


5° To-morrow. 


AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS BILL. 


Commons’ Amendment con:id>red (ac- 
cording to order). 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD or 
AGRICULTURE anp FISHERIES 
(Earl Carrineton): The Amendment 
sent to your Lordships’ House from 
the Commons is— 

“In page 20, line 41, after the word ‘ date,’ 
to insert the words *‘ Provided that where 
such a tenancy was a tenancy from year to year, 
the compensation payable in respect of an 
improvement comprised in the Third Schedule 
to this Act shall be such (if any) as could have 
been claimed if this Act had not been passed.’ ” 
It is a legal point entirely. It has been 
most carefully considered by the Parlia- 
mentary counsel, by the Parliamentary 
draftsman, and by the Board’s legal 
advisers, and they assure me they are 
satisfied that this Amendment will secure 
the landlord’s rights, which, of course, 
everybody is anxious to maintain. The 
point is rather an intricate one, and I 
respectfully ask your Lordships to be 
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good enough to agree with the Commons’ 
Amendment. 


Moved, “ That this House doth agree 
with the Commons in the said Amend- 


7 


ment.” —(Earl Currington.) 


Lorp CLINTON: Before your Lord- 
ships pass this Amendment I should like 
to say one word upon it. This Amend- 
ment, I think I am correct in saying, is 


ithe result of an agreement come to 


between the Board of Agriculture and 
those who are desirous of continuing the 
existing definition of tenancies from 
year to year that Parliament applied to 
tenancies at the passing of the Market 
Gardeners Act, 1895. I believe this 
Amendment is verv carefully drawn for 
that purpose, and I think that to a very 
considerable extent, and perhaps entirely, 
it will carry out the purpose which we 
have in view. While I should like to 
express my gratitude to the noble Earl 
for having managed that this Amend- 
ment should be inserted in another place, 
at the same time I am rather inclined to 
express my regret that these particular 
words should be emploved in the Amend- 
ment. The Act itself is of really great 
value to the agricultural interest in that 
it expresses in an admirably clear manner 
all the details of the different Agricul- 
tural Holdings Acts, and, in faet, we are 
given in this one measure the whole of the 
law dealing with the subject. Perhaps 
the greater advantage of the Act is that 
it is simple and free from any reference to 
existing statutes. Iam sorry, therefore, 
that in this particular Amendment this 
practice has not been entirely carried 
out, because reference is made to an 
existing state of the law on the subject. 
The existing state of the law on the sub- 
ject is exceedingly difficult to find out. 
If the tenant of a market garden whose 
year-to-vear tenancy was covered in 1895 
wants to find out his exact position in 
the matter, he looks, no doubt, first 
of all to this Consolidation Act, and finds 
nothing at all about it. He then, 
perhaps, is advised to refer to the Market 
Gardeners Act, and again he will discover 
nothing as to his position, although at 
the beginning he is referred to another 
Agricultural Holdings Act, that of 1883, 
and he may wade through sixty clauses 
of that Act without finding out anything. 
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In the sixty-first clause he will come 
to the matter relating to his position, 
but expressed in such complicated terms 
that no farmers and very few land agents 
would be able to translate it without 
the assistance of a lawyer. While 
this Consolidation Act is brought in for 


Evicted Tenants 


the express purpose of simplifying the | 


law on the subject, I am very sorry that 
this particular Amendment, which does 
express our views, is not couched in more 
clear and precise terms. I was going 


{LORDS} 
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jall. I know it brings in no fresh matter, 
| but I think the Amendment might have 
| been expressed in language which the 
ordinary farmer or other person could 
have understood. 


On Question, agreed to. 


EVICTED TENANTS (IRELAND) BILL. 


Commons’ Amendment considered (ac- 
'cording to order). 


to raise the question whether this Amend- | 


‘ment is competent, because it refers 
us to certain Acts of Parliament which 
under this Bill are repealed. Both 
the Acts I have referred to are repealed ; 
but I understand the noble Earl has 
consulted his legal advisers on that 
matter, and is satisfied that it is correct. 
What I should like particularly to ask 
the noble Earl now is whether he could 
not at this period of the session so alter 
the wording of this Amendment that it 
would express in clear and precise 
language what the Government and we 
intend. 


Kart CARRINGTON: I have to 
thank the noble Earl for what he said 
about the Bill, and I can assure him 
that the greatest possible pains have 
been taken to meet the wishes of himself, 
the Duke of Northumberland, and other 
noble Lords who had doubts on 
subject. Our great object has been not 
to bring into this Consolidation Bill any 
fresh matter of anv sort or kind, in 
accordance with the pledge I gave, 
and our legal advisers thought that 
the Bill as it stood covered the whole 
ground; but to meet the wishes of the 
noble Lord andthe Duke of Northumber- 
land we proposed these words, which were 
shown to noble Lords opposite, and 
they agreed that the Amendment was 
perhaps in the best language that we 
could find. I hope the noble Lord will 
not object to this Amendment. It is 
very important that we should get 
it through. I can assure him that all 
the rights of landlords are perfectly 
safeguarded, and that no fresh matter 
has been brought into the Bill in any 
shape or form. 


Lorp CLINTON: I do not wish to 
-express any objection to this matter at 


Lord Clinton. 


the | 


Commons’ Amendment—“ In page 1, 
line 13, to leave out from the word 
‘commission ’to the end of the clause.” 


*THE Eart or CREWE: I dare say 
your Lordships will remember that this 
was 2 somewhat important Amendment 
moved by the noble and learned Lord, 
Lord Atkinson, which caused a 
siderable difference of opinion in your 
Lordships’ House, which was not con- 
fined to one side. The case involved is 
where a tenant consents in writing to 
a compulsory acquisition of land by the 
Estates Commissioners; it was pro- 
vided in the Bill that he should sign in 
the presence of two witnesses, and it was 
added that the consent should be filed 
as a record in the office of the Land Com- 
mission. That Amendment was inserted 
at the instance of Lord Atkinson, who 
added that notice of such filing should 
be given to the landlord and inserted in 
{two successive issues of a newspaper; 
' further, that such consent should not be 
| ected upon if the landlord interested in 

or having a claim on the land should 

satisfy the Judicial Commissioner thet 
‘the tenant had been compelled to give 
}consent by unlawful means. That is 
the Amendment with which the Com- 
mons have disagreed, and I am in hopes 
‘that your Lordships will not insist on 
| your Amendment, in another 
| place, when my right hon. friend moved 
ito disagree with it he was supported in 
\the strongest terms by Mr. Long on 
| behalf of the Opposition. Nobody will 
dispute Mr. Long’s experience in dealing 
with Ireland, and when he went so far 
as to say that he considered this Amend- 
ment made the Bill practically useless 
it must be taken as an expression of 
opinion by one who is qualified to speak 
from experience. Our argument wes 


con- 


because 
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—and it was the argument, no doubt,|the front bench I feel it would be 
which appealed to Mr. Long—that the | useless to press this Amendment on 
process would be so long and trouble-| the House, but I should like to 
some, and possibly so expensive, that the | point out that this Amendment, moved 
purpose of the Bill, which is generally | by Lord Atkinson, was not so much 
admitted to be a reasonable one, would | directed in the interests of the landlord 
be very seriously interfered with in these |—-at least in the opinion of most of 
particular cases. I hope, therefore, your | those who supported him—as against 
Lordships will agree not to insist upon | intimidation practised in the district. 
this Amendment. . | We do not think it likely that intimi- 
idation is going to cease, taking into 
Moved, “* That this House doth agree | consideration the present policy of His 
with the Commons in the said Amend-j| Majesty’s Government in Ireland, but 
ment.” —(The Earl of Crewe.) , at least it might be made more difficult, 
and though the people who are practising 
Tue Marevess or LANSDOWNE: | intimidation might gain their point in 
Your Lordships may perhaps remember the end there would be considerable delay 
that when this Bill was before us I ex- | 2bout, and additional. publicity would 
pressed great doubts as to the value of be given to the existing state of things. 
the second part of the Amendment | The Amendment would not affect the 
inserted by your Lordships’ House, so tenant who was ready to go in considera- 
much so that I was unable to vote with | tion of the pecuniary advantages offered 
my noble friend who moved it. I think|to him. On the other hand those in 
the Bill as it came to us at first was | the neighbourhood who wished to remain 
much too loosely drawn, and that the would be to a limited extent protected 
Amendment made by this House, as it | from exposure to intimidation by the 
was accepted by the other House, has| process indicated in the last sentence 
very materially improved the Bill. It | of the clause. It would be perhaps 
requires that the consent of the tenant | more of a protest against intimidation 
should be given with proper formality | than anything else, but it might have 
and in a manner which, to a certain | had some effect. 
extent, would preclude fraudulent con- | 
sent being given; but the latter part of On Question, agreed to. 
the clause I look upon in a different light. 
I cannot bring myself to believe that any- 
thing would be gained by allowing the METROPOLITAN POLICE—REPORT 
landlord to set in motion the very OF COMMISSION. 
cumbersome machinery provided by the Eart RUSSELL rose to call attention 
second part of the clause. The remedy | to the Report of the Royal Commission 
would be one of extremely doubtful value | on the Metropolitan Police, and to ask His 
to him, and it would be open to the | Majesty’s Government : (1) Whether 
great drawback that it would lead to an| the constables found to be guilty of 
amount of litigation which could not fail | misconduct will be suitably dealt with ; 
to have a very bad effect in the country | (2) Whether it is proposed to compensate 
and in the neighbourhood. It is also to| the man Gamble or Pearce who was 
be borne in mind that the proposal was | found by the Commissioners to have 
objected to by a number of the tenants} been injured by a police constable; (5) 
most concerned in this particular! Whether steps will be taken to impress 
matter. Under these circumstances I | upon all ranks of the Metropolitan Police 
earnestly hope that your Lordships’ | Force the supreme importance of telling 
House will not insist upon your Amend- | the truth at all times and warning them 
ment, or, at any rate, will not insist upon | not to commit perjury in order to conceal 
the whole of the Amendment, but will be | a breach of duty. 





content with that portion which has been | The noble Lord said: Mv Lords, in 
accepted by the House of Commons. | dealing with the Report of the Royal 


| Commission upon the duties of the 
*Lorp CLONBROCK: After what | Metropolitan Police, and in calling atten- 
has fallen from my noble friend on! tion to one or two individual cases of 
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misconduct, I cannot more fitly begin 
than by stating how ntirely I endorse 
the general findings of that Commission 
as to the excellence of the police force 
as a whole and to the services they render 
tothe public. It has been my misfortune 
to appear, to a certain extent, as a person 
attacking the police in isolated cases, 
but I am glad of the opportunity of 
saving that I have never suggested that 
the police force as a whole were corrupt 
or unworthy of our confidence, or that 


{LORDS} 





they did not render very great services 
to the law-abiding public in the Metropolis. 


A good many individual cases, as they | 


are called, were investigated by the 
Police Commission, and I do not propose to 
detain your Lordships with details of 
them ; but in a certain number of those 
cases the police constables were found 
to be guilty of misconduct of a more or 
less grave character. In one case a 
constable was found to have been mis- 
conducting himself when he should have 
been on his beat. In another case a 
constable was found guilty of miscon- 
duct in arresting a respectable married 





woman in the street. In yet another case 
a constable was found guilty of mis- 
conduct for arresting a man because 


he had lost his temper without suffi- 
clent reason. Then there was the case 
of a market porter named Mullins, in 


which the Commission found that Police 
Constable Morgan lost his temper and 
assaulted him, and subsequently arrested 
him, making a charge against him which 
the Gommission found not to be proved, 


In addition to those cases, there is one 
case of a most serious character to which I 
refer specifically in my second Question, 
namely, that of a man called Gamble or 
Pearce. In that par icular case, after a 
very long and minute investigation, the 
Commission found that the policeconstable 
was guilty of misconduct. The allegation 
was that he knocked this man down and 
kicked him when on the ground, injuring 
him so seriously that he had to spend 
many months in hospitai and will not ever 
entirely recover. Sergeant Sheeney was 
guilty of misconduct in not intervening 
between Gamble and the constable and 
also in omitting to make a report to the | 
inspector or any other responsible officer. | 
‘Those cases, however, in no way bear out | 


the suggestion that the police as a whole | 


Earl Russell. 


| Cant 


where they 
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deliberately make false charges or do 
anything which could be described as 
behaving in an improper way at the 
beginning of an assault or disturbance, 
But when the police have made a mistake 
or when there has been some little lapse 
on their part they sometimes attempt 
to cover it up by taking more severe 
measures, or by making charges which 
cannot be supported against people with 
whom they have differences. Lassume that 
the Report of the Commission has been con- 
sidered by the Home Office and the Commis- 
sioner of Police, and that these constables 
will be dealt with according to the char- 
acter of their offences. In the particular 
vase of the man Gamble I hope the Home 
Office will see fit to compensate the man 
because he has suffered by the wrongful 
action of the constable as found by the 
Royal Commission, an injury which is not 
only very grave, and which confines him 
to hospital for several months at a time, 
but has really’ made him unfit ever again 
to do a good day’s work. 


On the third Question your Lord- 
ships have to bear this fact in 
mind, and I regard it as very signifi- 
and important. Whatever the 
particular degree of misconduct of which 
these constables have been found guilty, 


| in every case they have gone into the wit- 


ness box and sworn a statement of facts 
which the Royal Commission have found 
to be false, not only in the police court 
but in the inquiry before the Commission, 
ave attempted to cover up 
their misconduct by deliberate perjury. 
I think it might be said without injustice 
that when a mistake has been made ther: 
is some tendency on the part of the 
police to prefer to stick to the original 
story, or the story which they think they 
ought to stick to, without proper regard 
to the truth, and for that reason I hope 
steps will be taken—some have already 
been taken since Mr. Gladstone became 
Home Secretary—to impress upon all 
rankso f the Metropolitan Police Force the 
importance of telling the truth. It has been 
suggested t o me—of course, not by the 
police themselves because one has not the 
opportunity of ascertaining their opinion 
—iut by those who say they know 
something about it and the discipline 
of the force, that these men somevimes 
do not tell the truth about these matters 
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because the discipline is so extremely 
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very favourably as to the observance 


trict and severe that they are likely to| of this regulation, and as to the general 


be punished for an oversight or a com- | trustworthiness of police witnesses. 


paratively trivial error or trivial breach | 
of discipline as if they had done some- | 
thing very blameworthy from a moral | 
point of view. I recognise there must | 
be reasonably strict discipline over a 
large body of men, but I think your | 
Lordships will probably feel that this | 
discipline goes rather too far if every | 
error Which any man may commit in | 
the very trying, anxious, and sometimes | 
doubtful work he has to perform, is to 
be regarded with severity. If for an 
innocent mistake a man is to be treated 
as if he had committed a grave wrong 
you increase his inclination to cover | 
up his mistake and back it up, I am 
sorry to say, by perjury afterwards. 


|and their reputation. 


THE Mareuess or LANSDOWNE: 
I desire to express my regret that the 
noble Earl opposite should have put 
his third Question on the Paper. To 
any ordinary mind it conveys the im- 
pression that in the noble Earl’s opinion 
the Metropolitan Police Force as a whole 
is open to the odious imputation of 
habitual untrustworthiness. That is put- 
ting an entirely unwarrantable affront 
on a very worthy body of men. The 
result of the inquiry has been to exon- 
erate the force of very many of the 
charges that were brought against them 
and redounds greatly to their credit 


The noble Earl 


| disclaimed any desire of charging the 


Earth BEAUCHAM?: The reply to! 
the first Question is in the affirmative. 
It had been decided to take judicial | 
proceedings against the constable con- | 
cerned in the Gamble case. The question 
whether any proceedings should be 
taken against any of the other officers 
concerned in the same case is under | 
consideration. As to the other con- 
stables whom the Commission found to | 
have been guilty of misconduct, one 
was dismissed forthwith. In another 
case the Commission reported that the 
punishment inflicted at the time was 
adequate. Another case which the Com- 
mission thought might have been more 
severely dealt with at the time it is| 
not proposed to reopen, seeing that 
the incident took place five years ago. 
The cases of the four remaining con- 
stables have been referred to the dis- 
ciplinary board at New Scotland Yard 
to be dealt with. The second Question 
of the noble Earl cannot be considered 
until after the result of the judicial 
proceedings has become known. With 
regard to the third Question, there is | 
no need to impress upon the force the 
Importance and necessity of telling the | 


Metropolitan Police with untruthfulness, 
but I think he cannot be acquitted of 
having put on the Paper a Question 
which certainly suggested the idea that 
the force was open to a charge of the 


kind. 


SCOTTISH DIVORCE LAW. 
Eart RUSSELL rose to ask the Lord 


| Chancellor whether the law of Scotland 


allows a divorce a vinculo for desertion ; 
whether this amounts to divorce prac- 
tically being obtained at discretion or 
had led to other evils; and whether 
His Majesty’s Government propose to 
alter the law of Scotland. 


The noble Earl said: The noble and 
learned Lord on the Woolsack the other 
day in discussing the question of divorce 
for desertion stated that the effect of such 
a proposal, as I understood him, was that 
divorce might practically be obtained at 
discretion, or almost at discretion, by the 
parties to the marriage. I understood that 
that is the existing law of Scotland, and 


‘I thought the noble and learned Lord 


was speaking with some knowledge of the 





truth. A regulation already exists which | state of affairs in his own country, and [ 
directs a constable to speak the truth | should be glad to know whether this is 
at all times and under all circumstances, | found to be the result of it. The par- 
and, when called on to give evidence, | ticular evils suggested by the noble and 
to state all he knows without fear or | learned Lord could hardly take place in 
reservation, and without any desire to this country under the Matrimonial Acts, 
influence the result either for or against |as conduct conducing to the offence 
the prisoner. The Commission report ' would be a bar to the remedy, but there 
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may be facts with which I am unac- 
quainted which make a ground for 
granting divorce which has led to these 
evils. Perhaps the noble and learned 
Lord will inform the House whether it 
has been found to be the case in Scotland, 
and whether it is proposed to alter the 
law. I wish to put the Question on the 
Paper. 


THE LORD CHANCELLOR: My 
Lords, I believe that according to the 
Jaw of Scotland if there has been malicious 
and obstinate non-adherence for four 
years there may be a divorce after 
public admonitions in the pulpit and a 
sentence of excommunication under an 
ancient Act of Parliament. I am not 
aware that it is the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to alter that law. 
In regard to the remainder of the Ques- 
tion I think the noble Earl will agree that 
his question is argumentative, and I hope 
he will excuse me for not offering an 
argumentative answer. 


House adjourned at Ten minutes 
before Eight o'clock, _ till 


To-morrow, a quarter before | 


Four o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thursday, 30th July, 1908. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Dover Graving Docks  Bill.—Lords’ 


Amendments, in pursuance of the Order | 


of the House of 23rd July, considered, 
and agreed to. 


Lower Thames (Grays) Dock Bill (by 
Order).—Order for Second Reading read, 
and discharged. 


Bill withdrawn. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill; Loeal Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 6) Bill: Loeal 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) 
Bill; Local Government Provisional 

Earl Russell. 
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Orders (No. 10) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Order (No. 11) Bill—Lordy 
Amendments considered, and agreed to. 


Edinburgh and District Water Orde; 
Confirmation Bill [Lords].—Considered : 
read the third time, and passed, without 
Amendment. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 

That they have agreed to :—Isle of 
Man (Customs Duties) Bill; Seed Pote.- 
toes and Seed Oats Supply (Ireland) Bill: 
Costs in Criminal Cases Bill; University 
of Durham Bill ; Finance Bill; Naval 
Marriages Bill ; Naval Lands (Volunteers) 
Bill; Married Women’s Property Bill: 
Grand Jury (Ireland) Act (1836) Amend- 
ment Bill; Local Government Provi- 
sional Orders (No. 1) Bill; Local Govern- 
ment Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill: 
| Local Government Provisional Orders 
| (No. 4) Bill; Local Government Pro- 
| visional Orders (No. 7) Bill; Local 
| Government Provisiona! Order (No. 8) 
| Bill; Marriages Provisional Order Bill; 
| Usk Fisheries Provisional Order Confir- 
mation Bill; Wye Fisheries Provision:| 
| Order Bill, without Amendment. 
| 


| Whale Fisheries (Ireland) Bill, with an 
| Amendment. 





| 
} 


| Polling Districts and Registration of 
| Voters (Ireland) Bill; Telegraph (Con- 
| struction) Bill; Bee Pest (Ireland) Bill; 
| Old-Age Pensions Bill ; Irish Universities 
| Bill, with Amendments. 


| Amendment to :—Agricultural Hold- 


‘ings Bill [Lords]; Evicted Tenants 
| (Ireland) Bill [Lords]; Local Govem- 
| ment (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 1) 
| Bill [Lords]. 


Amendments to :—Registration Bill 
|[Lords]; Local Government (Ireland) 
| Provisional Order (No. 4) Bill [Lords]; 
| Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
|(No. 1) Bill [Lords]; Thames River 
| Steamboat Service Act (1904) Amend- 
|ment Bill [Lords], without Amend- 
| ment. 

PETITIONS. 

LICENSING BILL. 

Petitions against: From Alton and 

other places; and East Somerset; to 
lie upon the Table. 
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Petitions in favour : From Aberkenfig ; 
(aeran; Cluny; Colwyn Bay (three) ; 
(wmfellin; Ifton Heath; Liverpool ; 
long Sutton; Maesteg; Nantyffyllon ; 
and Street ; to lie upon the Table. 


LAW AMENDMENT 


BILL. 


Petition from Glenmuick, in favour ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


pooR (SCOTLAND) 


WOMEN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL. 


Petition from Wandsworth Common, 
in favour; to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


LOCAL TAXATION RETURNS (ENGLAND). 
Copy presented, of the Annual Local 
Taxation Returns for 1905-6, Parts 
V.-VIII. [by Act]; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 276.] 


PRISONS (IRELAND). 

Copy presented, of Thirtieth Report of 
the General Prisons Board (Ireland) 
for 1907-8, with an Appendix [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


STRIKES AND LOCK-OUTS. 

Copy presented, of Report on Strikes 
and Lock-outs of 1907, and on Concilia- 
tion and Arbitration Boards [by Com- 
uand]; to lie upon the Table. 


BOARD OF TRADE (LABOUR DEPART. 
MENT) (CHANGES IN WAGES, ETC.). 
Copy presented, of Report on changes 

in Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour 

in the United Kingdom in 1907, with 

comparative Statistics for 1898-1906 

[bv Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


NAVIGATION AND SHIPPING. 
Copy presented, of Annual Statement 
of Navigation and Shipping of the 
United Kingdom for the year 1907 [by 

Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


RAILWAY RETURNS. 

Copy presented, of Returns of the 
Capital, Traffic Receipts, and Working 
Expenditure of the Railway Companies 
of the United Kingdom for the year 1907 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 
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STATISTICAL ABSTRACT (UNITED 
KINGDOM). 


Copy presented, of Statistical Abstract 
for the United Kingdom, in each of the 
last fifteen years, from 1893 to 1907. 
Fifty-fifth number [by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


RAILWAY SERVANTS 
LABOUR). 
Copy presented, of Report by the 
Board of Trade ot their Proceedings 
under the Railway Regulation Act, 1893, 
during the year ended 27th July, 1908 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and 
to be printed. [No. 278.] 


(HOURS OF 


RAILWAY AND CANAL TRAFFIC 

I8ss AND 1894. 

Copy presented, of Tenth Report by 
the Board of Trade of Proceedings under 
Section 31 of the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888, including Proceedings 
upon Complaints made under Section | 
of the Railway and Canal Traffie Act, 
1894 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. [No. 279.] 


ACTS, 


MERCHANT SHIPPING ACTS, 1894 
1906 (DISPENSING POWERS). 

Copy presented, of Report by the 
Board of Trade of the cases in which 
they have exercised their powers under 
Section 78 of the Merchant Act, 1906, 
during the year ended 3lst May, 1908 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and 
to be printed. [No. 280.] 


TO 


NAVY (EXCEPTIONS TO 
REGULATIONS). 
Copy presented, of List of Exceptions 

to the King’s Regulations as to Pay, 

Non-effective Pay, and Allowances during 


KING'S 


the year 1907-8 [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. 
FLEETS (GREAT BRITAIN AND 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES). 
Return presented, relative thereto 


[ordered 28th April; Sir Charles Dilke] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 277.] 
NAVAL EXPENDITURE (PRINCIPAL 
NAVAL POWERS). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 7th May; Mr. Thomasson]: 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 281.] 
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NAVAL CASUALTIES. 
Return presented, relative thereto 


{ordered 19th May; Mr. Bowles]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 282.] 

‘TRADE 


REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES), 


Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 
2075 to 4082 [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table 


BOARD OF EDUCATION, 


Copy presented, of Report of the 
Consultative Committee upon the School 
Attendance of Children bélow the Age 
of Five [by Command]; to lie upon the 


Table. 


METROPOLITAN POLICE (ROYAL 
MISSION) 


COM- 


Copy presented, of Report of the 
Commissioners upon the duties of the 
Metropolitan Police. Vols. 1. and III. 
Minutes of Evidence, with Appendices 
and Index [by Command]; to he upon 
the Table. 


COUNTY COURTS (PLAINTS AND 
SITTINGS). 
Return presented, relative thereto 
{Address 29th July; Mr. Herbert 


Samuel}; to le upon the Table, and 
to be printed. [No. 283.] 
SUMMARY 


JURISDICTION 
BILL, 1908. 


(SCOTLAND) 


Copy presented, of Table of Com- 
parison between the Provisions of the 
Bill and existing Enactments [by Com- 
mand}; to lie upon the Table. 


PAUPERS AND DEPENDANTS 
(SCOTLAND). 
Return presented, relative thereto 


[ordered 17th July, 1907; Mr. Sinclair] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 284.] 
GUARANTEED 2}? PER CENT. STOCK. 
Return presented, relative thereto 
jordered 24th July; Myr. John Roche]; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. | 
[No. 285.] 
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| CIVIL SERVANTS (RETIREMENT AT THE 
AGE OF SIXTY-FIVE). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 29th July; Mr. Hobhouse|; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 286.] 


FORESHORES. 

Copy presented, of Treasury Minute, 
dated 29th July, 1908, directing the 
application of moneys received by the 
Board of Trade in the vear ended 3st 
March, 1908, in respect of the rights and 
interests of the Crown in the Foreshores 
of the United Kingdom [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


PAPER LAID UPON THE TABLE BY THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
Inquiry into Charities (County of 
Devon).— Further Return relative thereto 
jordered 26th July 1905; Myr. Griffith- 
Boscawen]; to be printed. [No. 287.] 


MERCHANT SHIPPING, 1907. 
Copy ordered, * of Tables showing the 
Progress of Merchant Shipping in the 
United Kingdom and the principal Mari- 
time Countries.”°—(Mr. Churchill.) 


IRON AND STEEL, 1907. 

Copy ordered, “ of Memorandum and 
Statistical Tables showing the production 
and consumption of Iron Ore and Pig 
Iron, and the production of Steel, in the 
United Kingdom and the _ principal 
Foreign Countries in recent years, and 
the Imports and Exports of certain 
classes of Iron and Steel Manufactures 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 350, of Session 1907).°—(M>r. Chur- 
chill.) 


COAL TABLES, 1907. 


Copy ordered, “ of Statistical Tables 
relating to the production, consumption, 
and imports and exports of Coal in the 
British Empire and the principal Foreign 
Countries in each vear from 1885 to 1907, 
as far as the particulars can be stated, 
together with Statements showing the 
production of Lignite and Petroleum in 
the principal producing countries for 2 
series of years (in continuation of Parlie- 
mentary Paper. No. 349, of. Session 


| 1907)."—(Mr. Churchill.) 
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TEA AND COFFEE, 1908. 

Copy ordered, “of Memorandum and 
Statistical Tables showing the consump- 
tion of Tea and Coffee in the Principal 
Countries of Europe, the United States, 
and certain British Colonies; together 
with information relating to the principal 
sources of supply in recent years, so far 
as the particulars can be stated (in con- 
tinuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 
304, of Session 1905).”—(Mr. Churchill.) 


PROSECUTION OF OFFENCES ACTS, 1879 
. AND 1884. 

Address for ‘“*‘ Return showing the 

working of the Regulations made in 1886 


for carrying out the Prosecution of 
Offences Acts, 1879 and 1884, with 
Statistics setting forth the number, 


nature, result, and cost of the proceedings 
instituted by the Director in accordance 
with those Regulations, from the Ist day 
of January, 1907, to the 3lst day of 
December, 1907 (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 230, of Session 
1907).°-—(Mr. Herbert Samuel.) 


NAVY AND ARMY (INQUIRIES). 

Return ordered, ‘ giving in chronolo- 
gical order, according to the dates of 
publication of the Reports, a list of all 
Inquiries into Naval and Military affairs 
which have been he!d since the vear 
1800, the Reports of which have been 
published as Parliamentary Papers.”’— 


(Mr. Bellairs.) 


SCOTTISH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
(DEPUTATION EXPENSES). 

Return ordered, “ arranged according 
to Counties, of Expenses during each of 
the five years ending the 15th day of 
May, 1908, of Deputations to London 
n connection with (a) Public General 
Bills; (6b) Private Bills or Provisional 
Orders; and (c) other purposes; in- 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Questions, 


Irish Congestion Commission, 

Dr. AMBROSE (Mayo, W.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of Ireland if he will state the total cost 
of the recent Roval Commission 
Congestion in Ireland. 


on 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) The cost 
of the Royal Commission on Congestion 
in Ireland, so far as it was borne on the 
Vote for Temporary Commissions, 
amounted to £9,465. In addition an 
expenditure estimated at £5,800 has been 
incurred in respect of stationery and 
printing. . 


Crookenden and Casey Estates, Cavan. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will 
state whether the Estates Commissioners 
have received a reply from the owners 
of the Crookenden and Casey Estates, 
County Cavan, to their formal offer for 
the purchase of this estate; and will 
he state the effect of the same, with 
the dates of the offer and reply. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners’ offer to purchase the 
estate in question was dated the 7th 
instant. They have not vet received a 
reply to it. It would be contrary to their 
practice to make any statement as to the 
details of pending negotiations. 


Drumlinny Evicted Tenant. 
Mr. LARDNER (Monaghan, N.) : 


To 


,ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


curred by the following bodies in Scotland | 


(to be separately stated for each body), 
viz.: Town councils, county councils, 
district committees, district 
boards, parish councils, distress commit- 


lunacy | 


tees school boards, educational trusts, | 


and water, gas, dock, harbour, or other 
commissioners or trustees liable to make 
Returns under the Local Taxation Re- 
turns (Scotland) Act, 1881.”—(Mr. 
Pirie.) 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that in the case of Peter M’Guirk 
an evicted tenant reinstated on a farm 
in Drumlinny, County Monaghan, on the 
sale of the estate of Lord Rossmore, no 
advance appears to have been sanctioned ; 
will he state when the tenant was put into 
possession of the farm; why no annuity 
has been collected from him, though his 
name is listed in the Return issued 
under the Evicted Tenants Act of tenants 
reinstated ; and whether it is the intention 
of the Commissioners to ask this evicted 
tenant, who has no means whatever, to 
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pay all the accrued interest since his 
reinstatement. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners cannot trace the name of 
Peter MGuirk, of Drumlinny, but one 
Peter M’Guirk has been reinstated in a 
holding on Lord Rossmore’s estate in 
the townland of Effernagh, and the 
holding was vested in him as purchaser 
on Ist June, 1906. He has paid the 
purchase instalments punctually. 


Grant to Reinstated Tenant at Effernagh. 

Mere. LARDNER: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he can state what decision the 
Estates Commissioners have arrived at in 
reference to the application of Peter 
M’Guirk, an evicted tenant, who was 
reinstated in his holding on the sale of the 
estate in County Monaghan, of Lord 
Rossmore, for a grant to enable him to 
begin farming again; and is he aware 
that at the time of the tenant’s reinstate- 
ment the land was covered in furze, 
the fences broken down, and the houses 
in ruins, and that since the time when he 
was reinstated he has lived in an out-house 
without chimney or fireplace; and will 
he now have this case taken up and 
dealt With. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners have received from Peter 
M’Guirk, of Effernagh, an application for 
a grant, and the application is at present 
under their consideration. 


Port of London Bill. 

Mr. W. PEARCE (Tower Hamlets, 
Limehouse): To ask the President of 
the Board of Trade what procedure the 
Government intend to follow with regard 
to the Port of London Bill after it has 
been reported by the Jomt Committee. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The Bill 
when reported by the Joint Committee 
will, I understand, be re-committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and the 
subsequent procedure will follow the 
usual course in regard to Public Bills. 


Patent Acts, 1907. 
Mr. CROYDON MARKS (Cornwall, 
Launceston): To ask the President of 
the Board of Trade whether there is any 
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intention. on the part of His Majesty’s 
Government to waive any condition as to 
compulsory working of patents in this 
country beyond that provided for in the 
Patents Act of 1907, whereby the patentee 
is afforded an opportunity of giving 
reasons for his failure to work before the 
patent is revoked by the Comptroller or 
the Court. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) No, Sir. 


Spitalfields Market, 

Mr. B. 8. STRAUS (Tower Hamlets. 
Mile End): To ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
he has received any recent Report from 
the police directing attention to the 
number of market carts standing in the 
vicinity of Spitalfields Market on market 
days ; and, if so, whether he proposes to 
take any steps with a view to the removal 
of this inconvenience to the public. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
[ have not received any recent Report 
from the police on this subject. The 
matter was considered by the Royal 
Commission on London Traffic, who 
reported that the Corporation of the City, 
on acquiring this market, would take 
steps to remove the grounds of complaint. 
As the Attorney-General stated yesterday, 
in a reply to a Question by Mr. Stuart 
Samuel, litigation respecting the purchase 
of the leasehold of the market by the 
Corporation is still proceeding, and the 
Corporation will do everything that is 
possible to expedite matters. The police 
have no power to act within the market 
limits. 


Council of Judges—Annual Report. 

Mr. BERTRAM (Hertfordshire, 
Hitchin): To ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether he 
has received the Anvual Report of the 
Council of Judges of the Supreme Court 
in accordance with Section 75 of the 
Judicature Act, 1873, for the years 1907 
and 1908, or either of such years; and 
if so, whether he can inform the House 
what proposals are contained in such 
Reports or Report to remedy the dis- 
location of the business of the King’s 
Bench Division consequent upon the 
passing of the Criminal Appeal Act; 
and, in case no Report has been received 
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in conformity with the statute, whether 
he will take such steps as may be neces- 
sary to procure it, and particularly in 
view of the fact that only three Reports 
were made between 1873 and 1906. 


Quest ions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
No Report has been presented by the 
Counci! of Judges for 1907 and 1908, 
but I understand that a committee has 
been sitting during the last month and 
has made a Report, which will shortly 
be issued, dealing with the business of 
the King’s Bench Division and other 
subjects. 


Ely Estate Evicted Tenants. 

Me. FETHERSTONHAUGH = (Fer- 
managh, N.): To ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
the Estates Commissioners have received 
and considered applications from Ber- 
nard M’Garrahan and William M’Cullagh, 
sons of evicted tenants on the Ely estate, 
County Fermanagh, to be restored to 
the holdings formerly held by their 
fathers, or to have new holdings allotted 
to them; and will their claims be con- 
sidered in the division of the untenanted 
lands on the Ely estate in the course 
of the sale now pending. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners have received ap- 
plications from Bernard M’Garrahan 
and William M’Cullagh, but, as the 
evictions in respect of which they claim 
reinstatement took+ place previous to 
14th August, 1878, the applicants do not 
come within the provisions of Section 2 


(1) (d) of the Act of 1903. 


Open Air Meeting Prosecutions. 

Mr. ROWLANDS (Kent, Dartford) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he is aware 
that three prosecutions have taken 
place recently at Dartford police court, 
under the circumstances that for over 
twenty years meetings and _ religious 
services have been periodically held in 
front of the Bull Hotel, Dartford, within 
the knowledge of the authorities; that 
on the 24th instant Ensign Roy of the 
Salvation Army was summoned for 
obstruction at this spot by holding a 
religious service, and was convicted 
and fined 20s., or in the alternative, 
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fourteen days imprisonment; and that 
the Salvation Army held another service 
on the same spot on Sunday last, and 
the same action has been followed by 
the authorities in the case of Mrs. Roy; 
and whether he will advise the extension 
of the clemency of the Crown by re- 
mitting the sentence. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
[ had not previously heard of the matter, 
but I will make inquiry. 


Deaths from Anesthetics, 

Mr. COOPER = (Southwark, Ber- 
mondsey): To ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
he can give the number of deaths from 
anesthetics in England in each year 
ending 30th June from 1901 to 1908; 
whether the percentage of deaths to 
administrations has increased; whether 
the increase, if any, has been in private 
as well as in hospital practice; and 
whether he will consider the advisability 
of asking the Royal Society or the Royal 
College of Physicians to institute an 
inquiry into the cause or causes of the 
increase in the number of deaths, and 
advise him whether any rules are re- 
quired regulating the conditions under 
which anesthetics are given. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The number of deaths under anesthetics 
administered for the purpose of opera- 
tions which occurred in England and 
Wales in each year ending 31st December, 
from 1901 to 1906, is given in the Reports 
of the Registrar-General. The figures 
are: In 1901, 133; in 1902, 148; in 
1903, 146; in 1904, 156; in 1905, 155; 
and in 1906, 183. I am unable to give 
the other information asked for; but 
the whole question is already receiving 
consideration by the Government in 
consultation with the General Medical 
Council. 


Motor Ambulances. 

Mr. COOPER: To ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department whether 
the proposal made by the London County 

Jouncil in its General Powers Bill, 1906, 
to establish a system of motor ambulances 
to deal with street accidents in London, 
was opposed by the Corporation of the 
City of London, before a Committee of 
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this House, in favour of horsed ambu- 
lances; whether he is aware that the 
Corporation of the City of London have 
now adopted and are successfully working 
in the City a system of motor ambulances 
on the lines suggested by the London 
County Council for the whole of the 
county ; and what are his reasons for op- 
posing the extension of this system to 
the County of London. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The proposals made by the London 
County Council in their Bill of 1906 were 
opposed by Sir Ralph Littler on behalf 
of the Corporation of the City, but the 
ground of the opposition was only in so 
far as the County Council proposed to 
take powers in the City as well as in 
other parts of the Metropolis. The 
electric motor ambulance service in the 
City was inaugurated in 1907. I under- 
stand that up to the present only one 
ambulance has been started, but the 
service as at present working, gives, I 
believe, complete satisfaction. The rea- 
sons for opposing the proposals made by 
the London County Council in 1906 are 
given in the Home Office Report which 
was before the Committee of both Houses. 
The view taken in that Report was that 
it was a question whether any additional 
facilities required would not be more 
efficientiy and economically provided by a 
development of the existing services, 
rather than by the establishment of a 
new public service acting independently 
of existing agencies. It was decided that 
the best course was to appoint a depart- 
mental committee to consider the whole 
question, and it is hoped that this com- 
mittee will report in the autumn. 


Wheeled Litter Ambulances. 

Mr. COOPER : To ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department where 
the expenditure on the wheeled litter 
ambulances placed in the streets of 
London during the last two years by his 
authority is set out ; whether he is aware 
that the London County Council sub- 
mitted in its General Powers Bill of 1906 a 
proposal to establish a motor ambulance 
system for accidents for London, and that 
proposal received the unanimous support 
of this House; whether the clauses 
dealing with this proposal were struck 
out of the Bill in another place on his 
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suggestion; whether the expenditure 
on wheeled litter ambulances was author- 
ised by him after these clauses were struck 
out of this General Powers Bill: and 
whether he has power in any other 
county or town in England to charge the 
rate without the consent of the ratepayers 
and, if not, why is London the exception. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
Particulars of the expenditure from the 
Metropolitan Police Fund in respect of 
wheeled litter ambulances are not shown 
separately in the accounts of the Receiver 
for the Metropolitan Police District. 
The London County Council’s Bill of 1906 
provided for general powers to establish 
an ambulance service, but their intention 
was only to provide a service of an experi- 
mental and limited character. The clauses 
dealing with the matter were thrown 
out by a Committee of the House of 
Lords after consideration of the Home 
Office Report on the Bill, and a Depart- 
mental Committee was shortly after- 
wards appointed to inquire into the whole 
question. Wheeled litters have been 
sanctioned since 1906, and others pre- 
viously sanctioned have been placed out 
since that date, according as it has been 
found pessible to meet existing needs. 
I have no similar powers elsewhere 
than in the Metropolitan Police District, 
the powers as regards the provision of 
litters in that district belonging to the 
Secretary of State as police authority 
for the Metropolis. 


Ridenham Village Green. 

Mr. JOHN WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
To ask the hon. Member for South Somer- 
set, as representing the President of the 
Board of Agriculture, whether the Board 
has made any representations or inquiries 
of the Andover Rural District Council 
relative to the recent enclosure of the 
village green at Ridenham ; and whether 
he has any further information as to the 
steps being taken by the district council 
to protect public rights in this matter. 


(Sir Edward Strachey.) The Board 
are in communication with the Andover 
Rural District Council, and have been 
informed by them that their investiga- 
tions into the matter are not yet com- 
pleted. I shall be pleased to inform my 
hon. friend of the result of the inquiry. 
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Fishery Authorities, 

Mr. WILLIAMSON (Elgin and Nairn) : 
To ask the hon. Member for South Somer- 
set, as representing the President of the 
Board of Agriculture, whether his atten- 
tion has been drawn to the Addendum 
tothe Report of the Committee on Fishery 
Investigations ; whether the representa- 
tives of the Board signed an Addendum 
recommending the creation of one fishery 
cuthority for the whole of the United 
Kingdom and the abolition of the Scottish 
Fishery Board and the Irish Board of 
Fisheries ; 
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and whether the representa- | 


Questions. 702 
Old-Age Pension Regulations, 
| Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): To 


|ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
| whether the Regulations under the 
| Old-Age Pensions Bill will be issued 
| before the adjournment, or, if not, will 
| they be circulated during the Recess. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) I 
| hope that the Regulations will be ready 
| in the course of a few days. I propose 
| that they should be presented to Parlia- 
| ment at the earliest possible moment. 


tive who signed the Addendum correctly | 
represented the view of the Board of | 
Agriculture and Fisheries on this matter. 


Volunteer Quartermaster-Sergeant. 
Mr. GUY WILSON (Hull): To ask 





(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The reply to the first and second parts of | 
the Question is in the affirmative. Mr. | 
Rew in the Addendum to the Report ex- | 
presse. his personal opinion only. The 
Board themselves, as I 
stated, do not desire the creation of a 


single Board of Fisheries for the whole | 


of the United Kingdom. 


Distemper in Dogs. 


Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH (Anglesey) : 
'o ask the hon. Member for South Somer- 
set, as representing the President of the 
Board of Agriculture, whether the com- | 
mittee appointed by the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries to inquire into the 
question of distemper in dogs have carried 
on or intend to carry on any experiments 
on dogs by inoculations or otherwise for 
the purpose of their inquiry ; if so, where 
will such experiments be conducted, by 
whom and at whose expense, and how 
many dogs have up to now been used for 
this purpose, and with what results. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) | 
The reply to the first part of the Question 
is in the affirmative. The experiments 
will be conducted on registered premises 
by members of the committee, who hold 
the necessary licence, and the expenses 
will be defrayed out of public subscrip- 
tions. Thirteen dogs have up to the 
present time been used for the purpose 
mentioned. It is too early to make 
any statement as to the results of the 
inquiry, but a full Report will be issued 
by the committee in due course. 





have already | 


| the Secretary of State for War whether he 
| is aware that certain Volunteer quarter- 
| master-sergeants obtained their discharge 

from their old corps in order to take 


| commissions as quartermasters in the new 


| Territorial units, and that these com- 
| missions were refused them by the War 
Office because they were over forty years 
of age, whereas if they had remained as 
non-commissioned officers they could 
have served until fifty-five years of age ; 
and whether he can see his way to alter 
this Regulation. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane ) 
The War Office is aware of one case of a 
staff-sergeant (sergeant-major), which is 
being considered specially. It is not 
considered desirable to alter the Regula- 
tion referred to. 


War Office Uniform Contracts. 

Mr. T. F. RICHARDS (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether he is aware that khaki 
uniforms are being made in the homes of 
the poor in the East End of London ; 
whether this is in conformity with the 
Fair Wages Resolution of this House; 
whether he can state who are the con- 
tractors ; whether this domestic employ- 
ment is a case of sub-contracting ; 
whether he is aware that some of the 
contractors are working their employees 
seven days per week ; and, if this is not 
sweating, what action he intends to take 
in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane. } 
If the hon. Member is referring to the 
making of uniforms for the Regular 
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Forces, all home work is strictly forbidden 
by the contracts, and I have no reason 
to think that the rule is being broken. 
If the hon. Member will bring to my 
notice any specific case of alleged infringe- 
ment of the rule or any case where 
employees are working seven days a week 
inquiry will at once be made and stringent 
action taken if the allegations are found 
to be justified. If the reference is to the 
making of uniforms for the Territorial 
Force, I can only refer the hon. Member 
to my Answer of the 28th instant. 


Woolwich Ammunition Stores. 

Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War whether | 
the quantity of stores and ammunition | 
available at Woolwich is insufficient for 
a week’s normal supply; and, if so, 
whether he will cause an inquiry to be 
held to ascertain who is responsible for 
that state of things, and take steps to 
promptly remedv this shortage. 


To ask the Secretary of State for War 
what are the present stocks of small-arm 
and gun ammunition available for 
immediate use at Woolwich, and how 
the figures relating to such stocks com- | 
pare with the corresponding figures for 
the year ending 31st July, 1907 and 
1906 respectively. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
May I reply to Questions No, 82 and 83 
together? I can assure the hon. Member 
that the state of things which he suggests 
does not exist. I do not consider it 
advisable to publish the figures asked for, 
but I may say that the present stocks 
of gun and small-arm ammunition are in 
accordance with the scales laid down. | 
Woolwich is, of course, only one of many 
places where these stocks are kept. 


Long Service Medals for Volunteer 
Officers, 


Mr. FIENNES (Oxfordshire, Ban- 
burv): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether, in view of the fact that 
non-commissioned officers and men of 
the Territorial Army obtain a long service 
medal, he will grant the same to the 
officers as a reward for long service in the | 
Volunteer Forces. 


| 
(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The grant of a decoration for officers of the | 
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Territorial Force, corresponding to the 
Volunteer officers’ decoration, is at 
present under consideration. 


Exchequer and Audit Department Staff, 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
he will state the number of Exchequer 
and Audit Department officials who are 
likely to retire on pension before the end 
of the present year, and the approximate 
amount of pension to which each of them 
will be entitled. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) Tam not 
prepared to make inquiry as to possible 
retirements in the Department. Infor. 
mation on both these points will be 


| available in due course in the Estimate for 


Class 6, Vote 1, for 1909-10. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he will give the 
dates on which the members of the pro- 
motion Committee in the Exchequer and 
Audit Department met in 1905, 1906, 
1907, and 1908, the total membership 
of this committee, and the number 


| present at each meeting. 


(Answered by Myr. Hobhouse.) This 
Question relates to matters that, under 


| Section 9 of 29 and 30 Vict., e. 39, are 


entirely within the discretion and author- 
ity of the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General, and I have no power to interfere, 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether the recommenda- 
tions of the Inter-Departmental Con- 
ference on removal expenses of members 
of the Army Accounts Department and of 
holders of appointments under similar 
conditions under the Admiralty and 
Exchequer and Audit Department have 


| been adopted by the latter Department ; 


and, if not, will he explain why. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) The 
recommendations are in force for re- 
movals, the costof which falls on Imperial 
revenues. In the case of removals the 
expenses of which are repaid by the 
Colonies, special rules have been laid 


down by the Colonial Office. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he will state the 





oe a6 a. a. tet on 


his 
der 
are 
\or- 
‘or- 
TCs 


aid 


the 





1705 Questions. 


amount realised for 1907-8 by the Ex- 
chequer and Audit Department from 
the sale of stamps attached in prepay- 
ment for carriage to official parcels of 
accounts received from the Crown Colonies 
and Protectorates. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) Nii. 


Colonial Audit Branch. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether, seeing that 
three-fifths of the Old Colonial Audit 
Branch nominated officials passed no 
actual educational test examination on 
entry to the public service and possessed 
no academic qualifications of any kind 
he will explain how the Comptroller and 


Auditor-General satisfied himself as to the | 


educational qualifications of these men ; 


and why salaries, varying from £65 to £115 | 


per annum in excess of those of their ex 
Second Division open-competition con- 
temporaries and colleagues employed 
onthe same duties, are now granted to such 
of these officials as return from unhealthy 
climates abroad. 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) I have 
nothing to add to the previous replies 
in connection with these points. 


Cost of Birth Certificates. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD (Essex, S.E.): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
he will consider the advisability of re- 
ducing the cost of obtaining a copy of a 
certificate of birth to 1s. or a less sum 
in the case of any applicants for old-age 
pensions who may be required to produce 
such certificates. 
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hill, County Leitrim, board of guardians 
at their meeting held on Thursday the 
9th instant, with reference to extending 
the time for repayment of the seed loan 
to four years from two years as at present 
arranged; and, if so, will the said re- 
commendation be carried out. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I have 
received a copy of the Resolution referred 
to. A period of two years has in the past 
proved sufficient for the repayment of 
the cost of the seed, and I am not aware 
of any adequate reason for extending 
the time on the present occasion. 


Evicted Tenant on Lord Harlech’s Estate. 





Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if the Estates Commis- 
sioners’ inspector has sent in his report 
with regard to the reinstatement of Mrs. 
Alice Reilly, Aughavas, County Leitrim, 
an evicted tenant on the estate of Lord 


Harlech. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners have considered 
Alice Reilly’s application, and, as they 
have not been able to arrange for her 
reinstatement in her former holding, 
they have placed her name on the list 
of persons suitable to be provided with 
a holding should untenanted land become 
available in the neighbourhood. 


Mong Evicted Tenant. 
Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH: To ask 
'the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
| tenant of Ireland if the Estates Commis- 
|sioners will reconsider their decision as 





(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse.) The point| regards the reinstatement of Michael 


is one which is receiving careful con- 
sideration in connection with the regula- 
tions under the Act. I hope that as a 
general rule it will be found to be prac- 
ticable, by checking the statements of 
applicants against the records of the 
Registrar-General to dispense with the 
necessity for the production of actual 
certificates by the applicants themselves. 


Mohill Seed Loan. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH (Leitrim, S.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he has received 
a copy of the resolution passed by the Mo- 


| Dunne, son of the late Thomas Dunne, 
an evicted tenant at Mong, Carrick-on- 
Shannon, County Leitrim, on the Mar- 
sham estate; and, in the event of his 
being unable to get the farm from which 
his father was evicted, will he be provided 
with another farm elsewhere. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners inform me _ that 
Michael Dunne is at present in occupation 
of a farm. The holding to which he 
seeks to be restored has been occupied 
by the present tenant since 1881. The 
Commissioners do no* consider the matter 
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to be one calling for any action on their 
part. 


Croften Estate Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if the Estates Commis- 
sioners have received an application for 


reinstatement from John, Reynolds, | 
Drumbeira, Garvagh, Mohill, County 


Leitrim, on the Croften estate, as the | 


direct representative of the evicted 
tenant, and which is at present in the 


occupation of a man named Michael | 
and will the Estates Com- 


Reynolds ; 
missioners offer compensation to Mr. 
Reynolds with a view to reinstating the 
evicted tenant’s representative, John 
Reynolds. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners are unable to trace 
the receipt of any application from John 
Reynolds for reinstatement in a holding 
on the Croften estate, County Leitrim, 


and they have no information in the | 


matter. 


Portadown Orange Arch. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kilkenny) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
state the number of Catholic and Pro- 
testant householders in William Street, 
Portadown; how long, prior to the 
present month, was it since an Orange 
arch had in this street ; 
and whether any police patrol was in the 
street on the night of the 12th instant 
when disorderly conduct took place. 


been erected 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 


The num- 


bers of Catholic and Protestant house- | 


holders in William Street, Portadown, 
are twenty-one and thirty-five respec- 
tively. 
present month, on which an Orange arch 
was erected in the street was 11th July, 
1907. The police patrolled through 
William Street and the adjacent streets 
from 9 p.m. on 12th instant to 4 a.m. 
on 13th instant continuously. No dis- 
orderly conduct came under the notice 
of the police patrols in William Street. 


Caledon Petty Sessions Court. 
Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
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tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
| that, after the business of the Caledon 
| petty sessions was over on the 10th 
instant, Mr. Townsend, the resident 
| magistrate, ordered the public to leave 
ithe Court, cautioned two reporters who 
/remained not to take any notice of his 
remarks, and then, with the concurrence 
of Dr. Patterson and Mr. Mercer, the only 
| other magistrates present, rebuked the 
police for not using their batons and 
dispersing a Nationalist band which 
| paraded the streets of Caledon on the 
7th instant, notwithstanding the fact 
that this band played both Nationalist 
and Orange airs alternately and had ¢ 
‘large number of Protestant followers; 
whether any of the magistrates present 
on the bench were Catholics ; how many 
Catholics are on the bench in the district ; 
| and whether Mr. Townsend was exceeding 
| his duty in making the remarks referrea 
' to, and, if so, whether any official notice 
will be taken of the incident. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The police 
| have reported that on the 6th instant, 
‘from 7 p.m. until a late hour on the 
‘following day, a band, followed by a 


large crowd, paraded the streets of 
Caledon. The band played Orange and 


Nationalist airs alternately, and_ the 
crowd shouted and yelled. The occasion 
was the expected eviction of a publican 
on the following day ; but a settlement 
was come to at the last moment and the 





The last occasion, prior to the | 


eviction did not take place. The small 
local force was not sufficient to prevent 
the disorder during the night, but 
reinforcements were summoned and ar- 
rived next morning. Mr. Townsend, the 
resident magistrate, informs me_ that 
at Caledon petty sessions on the 10th 
instant his brother magistrates com- 
plained of the matter, whereupon he 
asked the police why they had allowed 
such an intolerable state of things to 
continue for twenty-four hours to the 
annoyance of the inhabitants. He said 
he thought they should have stopped 
it, but said nothing about batoning. 
Mr. Townsend’s remarks appear to have 
been made in the interests of the peace 
and good order of his district, and do 
not call for official notice. The reason 
for the inaction of the police has already 
been stated. The fact that in this 
instance Orangemen and Nationalists 
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were united in a common purpose does 
not afford any justification for disturbing 


{30 Jury 1908} 


the quiet inhabitants of the town for a | 


whole night. 


Wexford Labourers’ Cottage Scheme. 
Mr. FFRENCH (Wexford, 8.): To 


ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that for the last twenty-five vears 
the Wexford Rural District 
have been in the habit of entering into 
agreements with the parties interested 
in the lands proposed to be acquired 
compulsorily for the purposes of the 


Council | 


Questions. 1710 


(Answered by Myr. Birrell.) The facts 
are generally as stated in the Question. 
The Local Government Board do not 
propose to appeal against the decision 
of the King’s Bench Division in the 
Newtownards case. An appeal, in fact, 
has been lodged by the prosecutors in 
that case, and the matter must therefore 
be regarded as being still sub judice. 


Irish Intermediate Education Inspectors 
Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.): 


To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


| Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware that 


Labourers Acts ; that under the improve- | 


ment scheme they are at present about 
to carry out the council entered into a 
number of such agreements; that in 
cases Where they failed to agree as to 
the price to be paid for the land they 
applied to the Local Government Board 
to appoint an arbitrator for that purpose ; 
that on 8th May last the Board appointed 
an arbitrator to determine the purchase 
money to be paid so far as compensation 
for the same has been made the subject 
of agreement, and that the arbitrator 
did inquire into such cases; that on 
18th June the Local Government Board 
wrote to the district council to the effect 
that in a case affecting the Newtownards 
Rural District Council the King’s Bench 
Division of the High Court of Justice 
in Ireland had unanimously decided 
that it was not competent for any district 
council where the lands were proposed 
to be compulsorily acquired to enter 
into agreements with the parties inter- 
ested, and that the compensation there- 
fore should be arrived at by the arbitrator, 


and accordingly the cases in which agree- | 


ments had been entered into by the 
Wexford District Council should be 
submitted to him ; 
notwithstanding the limitation to his 
appointment, did sit and inquire into 
these agreement and spent a 
considerable time inspecting the said 
sites; and whether, having regard to 
the terms of Section 3 (1) of the Labourers 
Act of 1896 and Sections 4 and 7 of the 
Housing of the Working Classes Act of 
1890, the Local Government Board pro- 
pose to appeal against the judgment of 


Gases 


the King’s Bench so as to have the law | made in 


on the subject well-established. 


that the arbitrator, | 


the rules made by the Intermediate 
Education Board with the approval 
of the Lord-Lieutenant under the authority 
of the Intermediate Education Act of 
1900, contemplated the introduction, 
as part of the system of intermediate 
education in Ireland, of a scheme pro- 
viding for the appointment of a staff 
that the late 

1905, came 


of permanent inspectors ; 
November. 


Government in 
to the conclusion that the time had 
arrived for a reconsideration of the 


reasons which were previously urged 
against the adoption of the scheme ; 
that with a view to such reconsideration 
as well as to place the Government in 
of expert opinion on the 
question of affecting a much needed 
co-ordination of the systems of inter- 
mediate, primary, and technical educa- 
tion, so far as co-ordination is practicable 
within the limits of existing powers, a 
committee representative of the three 
educational systems was appointed, with 
instructions to make a Report to the 
Government on the matters mentioned ; 
whether he will state the names of the 
representatives who formed this com- 
mittee ; what was the date of its Report ; 
what were the committee’s recommenda- 
has since 


possession 


tions; whether any action 
been taken on its recommendations ; 
and whether he will now’ consent 


to lav upon the Table of the House a 
copy of the Report of the committee 
the appointment of which so strongly 
commended itself to the departments 
concerned. 


(dnsw red by Mr. Birrell.) The rules 
the Intermediate Education Board 
1902 prescribed bonuses for 
schools which on inspection should be 


of 
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reported as satisfactory or highly satis- 
factory. In November, 1905, the Govern- 
ment suggested that the question of the 
appointment of a staff of permanent 
inspectors might be usefully reconsidered 
in the light of, and in conjunction with, 
the suggestions for co-ordination of the 
systems of primary and _ intermediate 
education made by Messrs. Dale and 
Stephens in their then recently published 
Report on Intermediate Education. As 
a result the matter was considered by 
& committee consisting of the Right 
Reverend Dr. Archdall, Bishop of Killaloe 
and Dr. Starkie, nominated by the 
Board of National Education, Mr. Justice 
Madden and the Reverend T. A. Finlay, 
nominated by the Intermediate Educa- 
tion Board, and Mr. Gill‘and Mr. Fletcher, 
nominated by the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction. The 
Report of the Committee, which is marked 
private and confidential, is dated January, 
1906. Its principal recommendation is 
the appointment of permanent inspectors 
under the Intermediate Education Board. 
My predecessor informed the right hon. 
Gentleman in 1906 that he could not 
undertake to present the Report in 
question to Parliament, and I am not 
prepared to depart from his ruling. 
I may say, however, that the Govern- 
ment are at present considering a scheme 
for the appointment of permanent in- 
spectors, and I have reason to hope 
that a settlement may be arrived at in 
the near future. 


Queen’s County Evicted Tenants, 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): To ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he 
can say what were the number of claims 
which the Estates Commissioners received 
from evicted tenants in Queen’s County 
since the passing of the Act of 1903; 
how many of those tenants were restored 
or got equivalent farms under the Act 
of 1903; and how many claims were 
settled under the Act of last session, 
and how many remain to be dealt with. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
Estates Commissioners inform me that 
since the passing of the Irish Land Act, 
1903, they have received up to 30th 
June last 322 applications for re-instate- 
ment in Queen’s County. Of these 
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applications 129 have been rejected ; 
in fifteen cases the applicants have been 
restored by the landlords with the 
assistance of the Commissioners ;_ thirty- 
six have been provided by the Commiss- 
sioners with holdings on lands purchased 
by them; and seventy-six applicants 
have been noted as suitable to be pro- 
vided with holdings in the event of the 
Commissioners acquiring untenanted land 
in the neighbourhood of the former 
holdings; sixty-six of the applications, 
which Were received since Lst May, 1907, 
have not yet been considered by the 
Commissioners. Up to the present, no 
persons have been provided with holdings 
in Queen’s County under the Evicted 
Tenants Act, 1907. 


Lord Listowel’s Estate. 

Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can state when 
the holdings purchased by the tenants 
on Lord Listowel’s estate in North Kerry 
will be vested in the tenants so as to 
reduce the interest on the purchase 
money from 3} to 3} per cent. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
holdings on this estate, with the ex- 
ception of a few outstanding cases, were 
vested in the purchasing tenants on the 
16th instant. 


Mr. H. Franks’ North Kerry Estate. 

Mr. FLAVIN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he can say if the estate 
of Mr. H. Franks, in North Kerry, has 
been offered for sale to the Estates Com- 
missioners, and, if so, when; has the 
estate been inspected and reported upon, 
and, if so, when; what price has the 
landlord asked, and what price, if any, 
have the Estates Commissioners offered 
for the estate; and at what probable 
date may the sale be completed. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
Estates Commissioners inform me that 
the estate of Mr. H. Franks in County 
Kerry has been offered to them under 
Section 6. An offer has been made to 
the owner, but he has not, up to the 
present, agreed to accept it. The Com- 
missioners cannot, therefore, say when 
the sale will be completed. 


It would be 
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contrary to the Commissioners’ practice 
to make any statement as to the details 
of pending negotiations. 


Intermediate Education Rules. 


Mr. FLAVIN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 


Ireland whether he can state when the 
Intermediate Education (Ireland) Ex- 
emination Rules and programme for 
1909, which was presented on 23rd June, 
1908 and ordered to be printed on 7th 
July, 1908, will be printed for the use 
of Members of the House of Commons. 


(dnswered by Mr. Hobhouse.) This 


Paper was circulated yesterday. 


Blacker Douglas Estate, North Kerry. 

Mr. FLAVIN: ‘To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the land known as the 
Jeffcott farm, on the Blacker Douglas 
estate, situate near Ballylongford, North 
Kerry, has been offered for sale to the 
Estates Commissioners, with the view 
of enlarging uneconomic holdings and 
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in each of the provinces named during 
the like period on account of the total or 
partial failure of crops; and whether he 
can give the same information in respect 
of any other administration in Asia, 
whether or not under direct or indirect 
European control. 


1714 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) No, 
we have no means of obtaining the 
information asked for by the hon. 
Member. 


Madras Deputy Collector’s Appeals. 
Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): To ask 


the Under-Secretary of State for India 
whether Mr. Kothandaramavya, formerly 
deputy collector and magistrate in the 
Madras presidency, petitioned the Secre- 
tary of State for a copy of the proceedings 
on his appeal against his dismissal from 
the service; whether such petition 
has been refused ; if so, for what reason, 


|and will the Secretary of State agree 


giving plots of land to labourers in the | 


district ; whether the farm has been 
inspected and reported upon; and, if 
so, will the Estates Commissioners secure 
this farm so as to relieve congestion in a 
very poor district. 


(dnswered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
Estates Commissioners inform me that 
they will not be in a position to give the 
required information until they have 
received the report of the inspector to 
whom all the papers in connection with 
the estate in question have been referred. 


Deaths from Disease in India. 


Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : | 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for | 
India whether he can state the number | 


of deaths from plague, cholera, and 
small-pox, respectively, in any quin- 
quennial period prior to the establish- 
ment of British supremacy in India, 
in the territories corresponding with, 
or approximating to, the presidencies 
of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, including 
East Bengal, the United Provinces, and 
the Punjab; also the amount spent on 
famine relief, and the amount of re- 
missions or suspensions of land revenue 


' 


to lay the Papers dealing with the 
matter upon the Table of the House. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) The 
appellant did petition the Secretary of 
State for a copy of the orders passed in 
disposing of his case. On inquiry, it 
was ascertained that the substance of 
the orders had been duly communicated 
to the memorialist. The Secretary of 
State knew no reason why passages in 
the orders passed, not dealing with the 
merits of the case but containing in- 
structions to the Madras Government, 
should be communicated to the memo- 
rialist; nor does he see any advantage 
in laving the Papers upon the Table of 
the House. 


Mr. O'GRADY: To ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether he 
is aware that Mr. Kothandaramayya, 
formerly deputy-colleetor and magis- 
trate in the Madras Presidency, appealed 
to the State for India 
against the order of the Madras Govern- 
ment removing him from service, and 
that the Secretary of State, as a result 
of inquiry, characterised the procedure 
as arbitrary and unjudicial; and 
whether, in consequence of the view so 
taken, any relief or reparation was 
granted Mr. Kothandaramayya. 


Secretarv of 
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(Answered by Mr. Buchanan). The 
Secretary of State did not use the 
language mentioned in the Question. 
He desired, in April, 1904, that the 
memorialist might be informed that he 
saw no sufficient reason for disturbing 
the order passed by the Madras Govern- 
ment in his case, in dismissing him from 
the service of the Government. The 
present Secretary of State in July, 1907, 
on a full consideration of a renewed 
appeal by the memorialist, refused to 
re-open the question. 


State of Jasdan. 

Mr. E. H. LAMB (Rochester): To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India, if he will state what amount of 
compensation has been paid to the sons 
and grandsons of the late Krachar Shri 
Ala Chela, Chief of the third-class State 
of Jasdan in Kathiawar, since they were 
disinherited by order of His Majesty's 
Government ; and whether States, even 
smaller than that held by the above 
chief, have in recent years been divided 
among the heirs, according to the tradi- 
tional custom which was overruled in the 
case of Jasdan. 


Answered by Mr. Buchanan). 
information to the 
allotted to the sons and grandsons of the 
late Chief of Jasdan, but it was a con- 
dition of the succession of the present 
Chief that he should make suitable 
grants to them in maintenance and 
should act on any advice that might be 
given to him by Government as to these 
grants of As regards the 
smaller States in which since the Jasdan 
decision succession may have taken place 
in accordance with the custom of division, 
IT would point out that in cases where 
the application of the principle of division 
has resulted in States losing internal 
sovereignty and coming under British 
control and the Thana system, the 
reasons of policy that governed the 
Jasdan decision, viz., the maintenance 
of an estate large enough to support 
internal sovereignty, do not apply. 


I have 


no as allowances 


ngs 
giras. 


Importation of Spirits into Nigeria. 

Mr. ELLIS (Nottinghamshire, Rush- 
cliffe): To ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he can 
now state the nature of the tribunal to 
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whom the investigation of the importa. 
tion of spirits into Nigeria is to be re- 
ferred; what is its constitution ; and 
what are the terms of reference thereto. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely). The 
Colonial Office is in communication with 
the Native Races and the Liquor Traffic 
United Committee as to the best manner 
of conducting the investigation. It is 
probable that some time will elapse 
before the details can be settled, but my 
right hon. friend may rest assured that 
there shall be no avoidable delay. 


Exchequer and Audit Department. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the 
Secretary of State for the 
whether he will explain why members 
of the Exchequer and Audit Department 
serving in the Crown Colonies and Pro- 
tectorates are not allowed their travel ing 
expenses to and from the ports of em- 
barkation. 


Under- 
( ‘oO onies 


(Answered by Colonel Seely). 1 can 
only assure my hon. friend that officers 
of the Exchequer and Audit Department 
are treated precisely in the ame way as 
all civil officers of the Crown Colonies 
and who receive — free 
passages. It old-established 
practice that free passages should not 
carry the right to free railway 
journeys, etc., between the 
embarkation and the home of the officers. 


Protectorates 
is an 


also 
port of 


(Answered by Mr. Hobhouse). This is 
the general rule in force throughout the 
Colonial service, and accordingly the 
Colonial Office thought it desirable to 
adopt it in the cases referred to in the 
(Question. 


Jamaica Relief Fund, 

Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow): To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if he is aware that the committee 
under the chairmanship of the Governor 
of Jamaica, appointed to distribute the 
money voted by Parliament and sub- 
scribed by the English public towards 
the relief of the sufferers from the King- 
ston earthquake, has caused grants to be 
made to certain sufferers on the condition 
that such funds were to be expended 
only in litigation for the prosecution of 
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insurance claims; and, seeing that this 
money was intended to be applied to 
relief, whether he has sanctioned this 
diversion from its original object; and, 


Questions. 
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making grants to enable persons who had 
lost property and stock by the fire, and 
whose insurance claims were contested, 
to obtain a legal decision on their claims. 


if not, whether he will signify his dis- | 


approval to the Governor of Jamaica. | 


(Answered by Colonel Seely). In the 
Report of the Assistance Committee for 
the period ended 3lst March last the 
following passage occurs :—‘“It  ap- 
peared to the Committee that one of the 


most effective and practical means of | 
giving assistance would be to help those | 


persons who had lost property and stock 
by fire and whose insurance claims were 
contested, with the result that they were 
unable to rebuild or to resume business, 
to obtain at any rate a legal decision 
upon their claims. The Committee 
having ascertained that the majority of 


the persons so affected had combined to | 


support legal action on their common 
behalf, and that the plaintifis in two test 
cases had been successful in actions in 
the Supreme Court and on appeal, and 
were in pressing need of funds to defend 
an appeal against these judgments before 
the Privy Council, the Committee de- 
cided to allot to each of such persons so 
interested who had applied to them for 
assistance and whose case on investiga- 
tion they had decided to be one which 
they were entitled to aid under the law, 
a special grant to assist him or her to 
defray his share of the legal expenses of 
prosecuting the last-mentioned appeals. 
In all cases, therefore, in which they had 
decided to give a building grant or a 
trade grant to an insured 
situated they further allotted an amount 
equal to 2 per cent. on the amount for 
which such person had been insured and 
had been refused allotment by an in- 
surance company, on the condition that 


person sO 


if he should be successful in his claim | 
the amount of such allotment should be 


returned into the Assistance Fund. The 
grants made in this manner amounted to 
£2,263 3s. 3d. As has already been 
stated, in cases in which a building grant 
was made on a building destroyed by 
fire it was stipulated that if fire insurance 
was recovered a proportion of the amount 
received should be repaid into the Assis- 
tance Fund according to the scale on 


which the grant had been made.” The | 


Secretary of State sees no reason to 
question the action of the Committee in 


Imports of Continental Hops. 

Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye): 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether Continental hops are now 
being offered on forward contract to be 
delivered in London in October next at 
28s. 6d. per ewt.; and whether such 
| hops can be dealt with in England with- 
out being subject to the provisions of 
the Hep (Prevention of Frauds) Act, 
1866. 

(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) It is 
possible that Continental hops of o!d 
stock or of the lowest grade of 1908 crop 
may have been offered at the price stated. 
I am informed, however, that current 
quotations range from 30s. to 70s. per 
ewt. without business. I understand 
that the Select Committee on the Hop 
Industry were of opinion that it would 
be impracticable to apply the general 
provisions of the Act of 1866 to foreign 
hops without further legislation. 


' 


Hop Harvest in the United States. 

Mr. COURTHOPE: To ask the 
President of the Board of Trade, if he 
will state at what period of the vear the 
hop crop is picked in the United States 
of America; and whether he is aware 
that so-called 1908 American hops have 
been advertised for sale in London during 
the present month of July. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Tam 
informed that American hops are not 
picked until August. I have no inform- 
ation as to'the latter part of the Ques- 
| tion. 


Hop Acreage in England and America. 

Mr. COURTHOPE: To ask the Pre- 
| sident of the Board of Trade, what was 
ithe acreage of hops cultivated in the 
| Western States of America and in Eng- 
land in each of the last twenty-five years. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The 
| following statement gives the informa- 
tion desired by the hon. Member so far 
!as itis available. Acreage under hops 
in: (1) England and Wales; and (2) 
‘the Western Division of the United 
States of America— 
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Western Division 
Years. England and Wales. | of the United States of 
America.* 
Acres. Acres, 
1880 eh i Ce 66,698 1,957 
1881 x ‘ . i - - 64,943 ” 
1882 : ‘ e ° - - 65,619 ” 
1883  #& tee da ues 68,016 - 
1854 oe 2 ee 69,258 
1885 - - - - - - 71,327 | 
1886 ». ee fe SS 70,127 ” 
1887 : . . . - - 63,706 | ” 
1888 . w. & at HG 58,494 | i 
1889 i « «= * aes 57,749 | : 
1890 . £ ww ae ae” & 53,961 12,239 
1891 - - - - - - 56,145 ” 
1892 - - : - - - 56,259 ” 
se + ew eee 57,564 i 
1894 cit: * & oh—oe 59,535 | ‘i 
1895 : ‘ ° - - - 58,940 | ” 
1896 : * .. & 54,217 | ; 
1897 - - - - - : 50,863 | 9 
1898 - Oe a oe 49,735 | ” 
1899 Ss «* « & & @ 51,843 | . 
1900 i © * ~ * fe 51,308 | 27,683 
1901 : * © Re Gor 51,127 | o 
1902 " ° - . - - 48,031 ” 
1903 ee te te 47,938 | » 
1904 - : . - - - 47,799 | ” 
L905 - - - - - - 48,967 ” 
1906 - - - - - - 46,722 ” 
1907 - - - - - - 44,938 ” 





* These particulars are only collected at the time of the Decennial Census. 
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The Western Division comprises the 
following States :—Montana, New Mexico, 
Washington, Idaho, Arizona, Oregon, 
Wyoming, Utah, California, Colorado, 
Nevada. 


Consumptive Emigrants to Canada. 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that under Canadian 
Law emigrants from this country who 
develop consumption within two years 
after arrival in Canada are required to 
return; and, seeing that the various 
steamship companies make no provision 
for the isolation of such passengers, will 
he consider the expediency of com- 
municating with the companies on the 
subject. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) IT am 
aware of the provisions of the Canadian 
Immigration Acts on this subject, and I 
believe that the steamship companies 
are fully alive to their responsibilities 
wider those Acts, and take precautions 
to prevent persons being embarked who 
are liable to be deported. I will consider 
whether any further action should be 
taken, but the powers of the Board of 
Trade are limited to securing that 
steerage passengers shall not be embarked 
who are likely to be a danger to them- 
selves or to others during the voyage. 


Scottish Crofters, 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary for 
Scotland, in view of the abandonment 
of the Small Landholders (Scotland) 
Bill, will he introduce legislation to 
extend the benefits of the Crofters Act 
to crofter tenants holding under lease. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) I must 
refer my hon. friend to the terms of my 
Answer to his Question of yesterday 
in regard to the Amendment of the 
Crofters Act. 


Price of Beef in Chicago and New York. 

Mr. COOPER: To ask the President 
of the Board of Trade, what have been 
the average prices of beef per 8 lbs. in 
Chicago and in New York from July, 1907, 
to June, 1908. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The 
following statement gives the parti- 
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‘culars asked for so far as regards New 


York. I am endeavouring to obtain 
corresponding particulars as _ regards 
Chicago— 


| Wholesale market price of beef in New 
York, July, 1907, to June, 1908. 


} Mean price 
Month. per 8 pounds, 


1907. s. d. 
Jay -~ + += =| £4 
August - - - - 2 3 
September - - - 2 4 
October - - - 2 5 
November - - - | 2 5} 
December - - - S @ 

1908. | 
January - - - | 2 6 
February - - : | 2 43 
March - - - - | 2 53 
Apil - - + «=| 29 
May - - - . | 2 94 
June - - - 2 94* 


} 


* Based on quotation for 4th June only. 

Note.—The figures are the mean of 
highest and lowest quotations of “ family 
beef” for one day in each week of the 
month, and are taken from “ Monthly 
Summary of Commerce and Finance of 
the United States.” 


Imports of Foreign Hops, 

Mr. COURTHOPE: To ask the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade what were 
the imports of foreign hops in 1820 and 
each subsequent year. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The fol 
lowing statement gives the information 
‘asked for by the hon. Member—+ 
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Table showing the quantity of hops imported into the United Kingdom in each year 


from 1820 to 1907, inclusive— 











Years. Quantity imported. 
Cwts. 
1820 1 
1821 — 
1822 — 
1823 572 
1824 2,171 
1825 3,202 
1826 1,914 
1827 5 
1828 41 
1829 28 
1830 7 
1831 98 
1832 100 
1833 299 
1834 471 
1835 28 
1836 _ 
1837 — 
1838 46 
1839 — 
1840 107 
1841 34 
1842 _ 
1843 28 
1844 267 
1845 726 








Years. 


| Quantity imported. 


| 








1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


1871 








Cwts. 
3,283 


1,471 
385 
5,265 
6,479 
462 

309 
42,344 
119,040 
24,662 
15,987 
18,711 
13,000 
2,220 
68,918 
149,176 
133,791 
147,281 
98,656 
82,479 
85,687 
296,117 
231,720 
322,515 
127,853 


218,664 
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Years. Quantity imported. 
Cwts. 
1872 135,965 
1873 122,729 
1874 145,994 
1875 256,444 
1876 167,366 
1877 250,039 
1878 168,834 
1879 262,765 
1880 | 195,987 
1881 147,559 
1882 319,620 
1883 129,900 
1884 256,777 
1885 266,952 
1886 153,759 
188% 145,122 
1888 216,606 
1889 199,384 








Years. Quantity imported. 
Cwts. 
1890 188,028 
1891 195,266 
1892 187,507 
1893 204,392 
1894 189,155 
1895 217,161 
1896 207,041 
1897 | 164,154 
1898 | 244,136 
1899 | 180,233 
1900 | 198,494 
1901 | 116,042 
1902 | 191,324 
1903 | 113,998 
1904 | 313,667 
1905 108,953 
1906 | 232,619 
1907 202,324 





Tarbert Pier, Loch Fyne. 

Mr. WATT (Glasgow, College): To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he has vet got from the Scottish 
Office the desired information about Tal- 
bert Pier, Loch Fyne, and, if so, will he 
communicate it to the House. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The in- 
formation with which my right hon. 
friend has furnished me as the result 
of his inquiries is to the following effect : 
The pier in question has been let for a 
considerable time past by the Campbells 
of Stonefield. The lease expired in May 
last, when the property was again adver- 





tised and the offer of the former lessee 
accepted. Owing, however, to a diffi- 
culty that arose between Mr. Campbell 
and his tenant, the former decided to 
make the pier free to the public and he 
is carrying out certain repairs. Doubts 
appear to have arisen in the locality as 
to who is really the owner of the pier, 
but no authentic information is at present 
forthcoming on this point. 


Churches (Scotland) Commission. 
Mr. SUTHERLAND (Elgin Burghs) : 
To ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
all the allocations by the Churches 
(Scotland) Commission were made months 
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ago; and, if so, when the final distri- 


bution will take place. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) A 
prehensive statement of the allocation 
of the entire funds and property of the 
churches was communicated to the 
Press on 17th February last, but these 
allocations are inoperative until given 
effect to in formal orders which are verv 
numerous and involve detailed adjust- 
ments, the completion of which remains 
largely in the hands of the agents for 
the churches. It is believed that all 
the work entailed will be concluded 
during the extended period for which 
the Commission has been appointed. 


com- 


Partial Exemption Scholars. 


Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.): To | 


ask the President of the Board of Educa- | 


tion whether the additional attendances 
allowed under Article 43 (c) of the Day 
School Code in respect of partial ex- 


emption scholars are also counted in | 


determining the accommodation of a 
school and the staff required. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) The 
Answer is in the negative. 
Police Day of Rest, 
Mr. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 


Green): To ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether, in 
view of the sitting of the Committee on 
the Police Day of Rest Bill, he will order 
a ballot to be taken of the constables of 
the Metropolitan Police Force on the 


subject : whether his attention has 
been called to the instructions of the 
Chief Commissioner of Police to the 


chief inspectors to ascertain from ser- 
geants and constables their views on 
a number of questions dealing with 
weekly leave, loss of payment for such 
leave, a reduction of pension if such 
leave were granted, and other matters 
outside the terms of reference submitted 
to the Committee; and whether he 
sanctioned this action of the Chief 
Commissioner; and, whether, with a 
view to having a free and impartial 
return of the men, he will have the 
question of a day’s rest in seven placed 
before them on ballot papers for them 
to express their votes for or against. 
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} (Answered by My. Secretary Gladstone.) 
| The hon. Member must have been mis. 
informed. The Commissioner of Police 
}informs me that he has not given jp. 
| structions for any such inquiries as are 
| mentioned in the Question. The matter 
one in which a ballot 

| taken with any advantage, as the chief 
question involved is one of finance and 


is not | could be 


| > * 
| of increased burden on the ratepayers, 


| English Industrial Schools. 
Lorp R. CECIL (Marvlebone, E.): 
| To ask the Secretarv of State for the 
|Home Department how many day in- 
| dustrial schools there are in England, 
| 
| 


average attendance at 


and what is the number of scholars, male 
and female, in 

them and whether anv practical diff- 
culties have been found in carrving out 
the instruction in 
those schools, and, if so, what are those 
difficulties. 


svstem of religious 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
| There are fifteen dav industrial schools 
in England. The attendance 
in 1707 was 1,257 bovs and 694 girls, 
No difficulties have been experienced in 
carrying out the 
instruction. 


average 


system of religious 


English Hop Acreage. 

Mr. COURTHOPE: To ask the 
; hon. Member for South Somerset, as 
representing the President of the Board 
of Agriculture, what was the English 
| acreage of hops in the years 1820, 1835, 
1845, 1855, 1865, 1875, 1885, 1895, and 
| 1907 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The existing system of collecting returns 
of the acreage under hops in England 
only commenced in 1866. The figures 
for 1875 and other years specified are 
as follows -— 


Year. Acreage. 
1875 —- - - - 69,171 


1885 - - - - 71,327 
1895 - - - - 58,940 
1907_—s- - - - 44,938 





Cattle Disease, 
Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, W.): 
To ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President 
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of the Board of Agriculture, what arrange- 
ments exist for securing the prompt 
international notification of the existence 
of contagious diseases of sheep and 
cattle in different countries; whether 
the presence of eny contagious diseases 
of cattle, eg., foot-and-mouth disease, 
rinderpest, or pleuro-pneumonia, has 
been reported during the present year 
in Canada or the United States: and 
how many cases have been reported. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
With reference to the first part of the 
Question perhaps my hon. friend will 
allow me to refer him to my reply on 
28th May to a similar Question by my 
hon. friend the Member for Bermondsey. 
The reply to the latter part of the Ques- 
tion is, so far as we are aware, in the 
negative. 


Unemployment in the Building Trade. 


Mr. W. T. WILSON (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton): To ask the First Com- 
missioner of Works whether, in view 


of the amount of unemployment in the 
building trade, he will put in hand all 
new Government buildings, and altera- 
tions, additions, and repairs to existing 
buildings for which money has _ been 
voted by Parliament, with the object 
of relieving to some extent the distress 
now existing in this industry. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) 1 said 
on 13th July, in answer to the hon. 
Member for West Ham, that I am as 
much interested as anybody in pressing 
on this work, and no time is being lost 
in doing so. 


Greenwich Park Night Watchmen. 

Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) : 
To ask the First Commissioner of Works 
whether it was by his authority that 
an order was issued in March last by 
which the night watchmen’s hours in 
Greenwich Park were increased from 
eight to thirteen per night, making 
ninety-one hours per week without extra 
pay; and whether, in consequence of 
objecting to this increase on the ground 
of its unreasonableness, a watchman of 
ten years standing has been punished 
by removal from his position as watch- 


man to that of labourer and debarred | 


from sharing in Sunday duty and over- 
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time ; what is the reason for the increase 
in the working hours; and whether 
he will make inquiries into the matter 
with a view to another arrangement 
being made and the reinstatement ot 
the workman in question. 


(Answered Mr. Harcourt.) The 
arrangement was made in order to bring 
the duties of the watchman at Greenwich 
Park into line with the practice in other 
parks. Before March last there was 
watchman duty at Greenwich 
during the earlier night hours after clos- 
ing time. The hours will vary according 
to the time of the vear. The late watch- 
man was given the option of retaining 
the post, declined, preferring to 
revert to ordinary work at 4s. 6d. a day, 
which was his pay as a watchman, only 
that he earned it for seven days a week 
instead of six days as at present. He 
is not debarred from overtime or Sunday 
duty, with extra pay, when it may be 
required. I see no ground for further 
action in the matter. 


by 


lO 


on 


but 


Strangers Lobby Mosaics. 
ESSEX 


To ask the First Commissioner 


Mr. 


cester): 


(Gloucestershire, Ciren- 
of Works whether the four panels in 
the Strangers Lobby, two of which are 
now filled with mosaics, were originally 
intended to be all filled in with mosaic 
decoration; are there any cartoons 
or working drawings in existence in- 
tended to provide for the two vacant 
panels; is it intended in the near future 
to complete the four; and are the 
patron of Ireland and Scotland 
to form the motifs for the remaining 


designs. 


saints 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) I think 
it most desirable that the two remaining 
panels should be finished in mosaic, 
as was always intended; but I fear 
that the condition of the public finances 
will not warrant the Government at 
present in spending money in works 
of supererogation, however decorative. 
I may, however, suggest that these 
panels are very suitable for private 
generosity on the part of those who 
are addicted to the missing saints, and I 
shall be glad to receive any communi- 
cations in this direction. 


30 
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Weir Hospital Grant. 

Sir HENRY KIMBER (Wandsworth) : 
To ask the hon. Member for the Elland 
Division, as representing the Charity 
whether the Charity 
Commissioners will extend the time 
allowed for objections and suggestions 
to the draft scheme in the matter of the 
Weir Hospital grant by the inhabitants 
of the parish of Streatham until 14th 
October next, the date to which they 
have extended the time to the Wands- 
worth borough council. 


Commissioners, 


(Answered by Mr. Tre velyan.) The 
Charity Commissioners will extend the 
time as desired. 


Aberdeen Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve. 

Mr. PIRIE (Aberdeen, N.): To ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty, in 
connection with the inquiry which has 
asked for, and the consideration 
by the Admiralty Volunteer Committee 
into the creation of a new division of 
the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve at 
Aberdeen, if he will consider the ad- 
visabilitv of holding a public inquiry 
there, with due notice, so that a local 
committee might be formed 
those most likely to be of help in the 
matter; and if he will keep in view 
the advantages which would accrue 
from the retention of H.M.S. * Clyde ” 
as a drill-hall and head-quarters of the 
proposed new division of the Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve. 


been 


amongst 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) As was 
stated on the 13th instant, the matter 
referred to by my hon. friend is receiving 
consideration in any extension of 
the existing the Naval 
Volunteers required. The 
matter has not vet reached a stage at 


Case 
numbers of 
should be 


which a public uiquirv at Aberdeen 
would be of advantage. The old svstem 
of training the Roval Naval Reserve 


on Board stationary drill-ships is being | 


terminated, and in consequence H.M.S. 
“Clyde” will be paid off on or before 
3lst March, 1911. 


Burning of Bonar Bridge, Crofters’ House. 

Me. WEIR: Toask the Lord- Advocate 
whether he is aware that on Saturday, 
18th July last, the sheriff officer forcibly 
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of John 
on a 


entered the house Murray, a 
crofter alone croft at 
Laidbreack. Bonar Bridge, inherited from 
his grandfather twenty 
and, during the crofters’ 
home, removed his goods and burnt the 
house to the ground; and will he state 
why this official adopted such extreme 
1 whether will be 


residing 
vears since, 


absence from 


measures, ana steps 


out evictions. 


{ Answe red hy Mr. Thomas 
I have perused a Report from the chief 
constable on this subject with certain 
depositions and While it 
appears from these that John Murray 


Shaw.) 


documents. 


is not a crofter as alleged, and has never 


been tenant of the subjects at Laidbreack, 


and neither worked the land nor had 
stock thereon, I have thought it right 
to remit the question to the Crown 


Office, and I have directed that a special 
Report from the procurator fiscal should 
be made upon the eviction proceedings 


These proceed nes were 


referred to. 
presumably taken on the responsibility 


of the proprietor. 


Beer Brewing Statistics. 


Mr. COURTHOPE : To ask Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer what were 
the numbers of standard barrels of beer 
brewed in Great Britain in the vears 
1820, 1835, 1845, 1855, 1865, 1875, 


1885, 1895, and 1907. 

(Adnswere a h { Mr. Lloyd-Ge orgs o} 
Barrels of Beer brewed in Great Britain 
Year ended. Barrels. 


5,699,329 


1,646,141 


Strong Beer - 
pee 


rable Beer : 


5th Julv, 1821 


Total - 7,345,470 


Dutv repealed 1830. No retwims ava'l- 
able for the vears 1835, 1845, and 1855, 
the duty being levied on malt. 
Barrels. 
- 23,853,391 
(estimated) 
28.988,767 


(estimated) 


Year ended 
31st March, 1866 , 


30th September, 1875 


31st March, 1866 - - 25,045,275 

(estimated) 
31st March, 1896 - - 31,023,360 
| 3lst March, 1908 - - 30,931,227 
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Old-Age Pensions and Workhouse 
Pensioners. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): To ask 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer if 
pensioners in workhouses, the cost of 
whose maintenance is deducted from 
pension, are debarred from the benefit 
of the Old-age Pensions Bill by Clause 3. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
question is one of some difficulty ; but, 
at at present advised, I am _ disposed 
to think that the Answer is in the 
affirmative. 


West Africa Nickel Coinage. 

Mr. ESSEX: To ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer whether he will ex- 
hibit during the autumn session in the 
Library or Tea-Room, or some other 
easily accessible part of the House, 
an example of each of the nickel coins 
issued last vear to certain Colonies on 
the West Coast of Africa, and together 
therewith examples of the bronze coins 
of similar values now in current use 
in the United Kingdom. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) I 
have given instructions for my _ hon. 
friend's suggestion to be carried out. 


Inland Revenue Chemical Officers. 

Mr. SNOWDEN (Blackburn): To 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether he is now in a position to reply 
to the petition of the chemical officers 
of Inland Revenue, forwarded to the 
Board of Inland Revenue in July, 1907, 
asking for the grant of an allowance 
similar to that paid to testing officers 
of Customs at the outports. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
matter is still under consideration. 


Captain Bryce Wilson. 

Mr. NIELD: To ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether, after making 
an adverse confidential report with 
reference to Captain Bryce Wilson, his 
commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Graham, recommended him for promotion 
to a majority in a cavalry regiment 
serving, or about to serve, in India. 


Mr. NIELD: To ask the Secretary 
of State for War, whether, on 2nd Decem- 
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ber, 1907, the War Office officialiv 
stated that there was nothing against 
the character or efficiency of Captain 
Wilson; and whether, in view of that 
fact and the desirab.lity of establishing 
public confidence in the decisions of the 
military authorities, he will state why 
Captain Wilson was dismissed or retired 
from the service in view of such official 
declarations. 

Mr. NIELD: the Secretary 
of State for War, whether he is aware 
that Captain Bryce Wilson, late of the 
5th Lancers, was dealt with upon the 
basis of a confidential report made by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Graham, which it 
was alleged was wholly untrue and at 


To ask 


variance with the previous Reports made 
by the said commanding officer; and 
whether, in the interest of the service 
and the public, he will direct an investi- 
gation to be made into the circumstances 
and truth of such Report. 

Mr. NIELD: To ask the Secretary 
of State for War, whether he is aware 
that in October, 1907, Captain Wilson 
was placed on half-pay and subsequently 
vazetted out of the 5th Lancers, not- 
withstanding the fact that on 25th 
November, 1907, his 
Lieutenant-Colonel Graham, ad- 


late commanding 
officer, 
mitted his fitness to remain in the service, 
while objecting to his continuance (for 
private and 

5th Lancers; and whether he will insist 
upon a full expla ation given 
why two inconsistent and contradictory 


personal reasons) in the 


being 
Reports were allowed to be given bv 
and received from the same officer with 


regard to the subject. 


(Answe red by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
In replying to 


together, I 


these four 
he rt itv f 
he opportunity oO 


stating the facts as to what 


(Questions 
take t 
took place. 
from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Graham a Report that Captain Bryce 
Wilson had not a good influence in his 
regiment, the Army Council called upon 
General Sir John French, Commanding- 
in-Chief at Aldershot, for his views. 
He reported that in his opinion Captain 
Wilson should not be permitted to 
rejoin the 5th Lancers, on account of the 
bad influence he exercised over the 
junior officers of the regiment. These 
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Reports are regarded as fully justifving 
the action taken by the Army Council 
in placing Captain Bryce Wilson 
half-pay. It subsequently came to the 
knowledge of the War Office that the 
removal to half-pay of five officers 
the regiment, of whom Captain Wilson 
was had given to rumours 
which reflected upon the character of 
these officers. Having regard to the 
fact that other officers, besides Captain 


on 


of 


one, rise 


Bryce Wilson, had been placed on half- | 


pay, it was decided to make a general 
announcement to the effect that the 
action taken was not taken on grounds 
detrimental to their characters. At the 
same time Captain Wilson’s retention 
in the regiment was considered to be 
undesirable for the reasons given by 
Sir John French to which I have already 
alluded. It is true that, after reporting 
adversely upon Captain Wilson, Lieu- 
tenant-Colone] Graham recommended 
him for promotion into a cavalry regi- 
ment serving or about to serve in India, 


but the Army Council did not agree | 


with the recommendation. In expressing 
the opinion that this officer was not un- 
fit to remain in the service Lieutenant- 


Colonel Graham intended to imply that 


in extra-regimental employment, the 


special reasons which rendered Captain | 


Wilson’s retention in the 5th Lancers 


so undesirable would not 0} 


events to anything like the same extent. | 


The whole circumstances have | 


considered by me personally as well as 


eel 


in consultation, and in my opinion, 
and that of my military advisers, it 
would not be in the interests of the 


Army or the public to restore Captain 


Bryce Wilson 


to his former position. 
Shoebury Fishery Rights, 

Mr. WHITEHEAD: To ask the 
Secretarv of State for War whether any 
several and private rights of fishery 
now exist over any, and what, part of 
the foreshore belonging to the War 
Office in the parishes of Foulness, Shoe- 


bury, Great Wakering, or Southchurch ; | 


and whether any such rights have by 
conveyance become vested in the Crown, 
and, if so, over what part of the said 
foreshore. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I am not in a position to answer the 


erate at all | 
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| hon. Member’s Question without some 
| mvestigation, and I will let him have 
2 written reply in due course. 

} 


| Irish Territorial Force Officers and Jury 
Service. 


CotoNeL McCALMONT (Antrim, £,): 
lo ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether officers belonging to the Territorial 
| Force or to the Militia in Ireland are 
exempt from 
special juries. 


| 
i} 
}r 
| 


serving on ordinary or 


(Answered by Mr. Seer fary Haldane.) 
{ would refer the hon. and gallant Mem- 
ber to the Answer which I gave last 
Monday to a similar Question by the 
' hon. and gallant Member for East Down, 
Ireland is no exception in this matter. 


| Director of Army Finance. 
CoLONEL R. WILLIAMS (Dorsetshire, 
W.): To ask the Secretary of State for 
War in what respects he has reconstituted 
the office of Director of Army Finance ; 
whether the minute or other document 
| defining the duties and responsibilities 
of the reconstituted office has the ap- 
proval of the Treasury and will be laid 
upon the Table of the House; and if 
| he can assure the House that its financial 
in way by the 


| 


control is no weakened 


| change. 

| (Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The details the involved 

| have not vet been settled; but the hon. 

gallant Member may 
in any modifications that may be 


of changes 
and 
| that 
made the principles laid down in the 
Report of the Publie Accounts 
Committee of this year will be carefully 
land exactly observed, and the financial 
} control of the House will be in no way 
| I shall be prepared when 


rest assured 


second 


| weakened. 

ithe time comes to lay upon the Table 
a document defining the responsibilities 

}and duties of the Assistant Financial 

Secretary, who will be the Accounting 

| Officer of the War Department. 

| 


Printing of Government Bills. 

Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire) : To ask the Prime Minister 
whether he will consider the advisability 
of establishing, as a general practice, 
in the printing of Government Bills 
and Acts of Parliament to which schedules 





136 
me 
ive 


ire, 
for 
ted 
ce ; 
ent 
ties 
ap- 
laid 
Lil 
cial 


the 


ne.) 
ved 
10h. 
ired 
be 
the 
ints 
ully 
cial 
way 
hen 
able 
ities 
cial 
ting 


ton- 
ister 
ility 
tice, 
Bills 


lules 





;hoO" 
‘ 


173 (Juestions. 


are attached, that there should be in- | 


serted opposite each schedule as a 
marginal! note a reference to the section 
or sections which contain references to 
that schedule. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) I will 
consider this There is no 
doubt that the practice could be followed 
Acts. The only difficulty 
as regards Bills is the practical difficulty 
of keeping the references correct when 
Bills have to be reprinted without 
delay after their various stages in Parlia- 
ment. 


question. 


as regards 


Rosyth. 

Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 
Burghs): To ask the Prime Minister 
whether, in view of the low price of 
raw material, the increased 
of the unemployed on the North-East 
Coast, and the imminence of wasteful 


numbers 


local relief wo) ks, he will consider the 
expediency of expediting those naval 
works at Rosyth, which are necessary 
to the Fleet and which would offer a 
large field for labour. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) As has 
ready been stated by my right hon. 
friend the First Lord of the Admiralty, 
the contract will be placed as soon as 
possible, and it is proposed to make 
provision in its terms for a premium to 
be paid to the contractor for completion 
of the work before the contract time. 


Fisheries Investigation Report, 
Sir GEORGE DOUGHTY 
Grimsby): To ask the Prime Minister 
when the Report of the Treasury Com- 
mittee on Scientific and Statical Fisheries 
Investigation will be printed and cir- 
culated; and whether the Government 
will adopt the recommendations. 


(Great 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) The Re- 
port of the Committee will be laid upon 
the Tab'e forthwith, but I am not in a 
position to state what conclusions may 
be arrived at with regard to the Com- 
mittee’s recommendations. 


Customs Warehouses Stock-taking. 
Mr. SEARS (Cheltenham): To ask 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer whether 


his attention has been drawn to the | 
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G 


(Questions. 173 


system of periodical stock-taking in 
he Inland Revenue 
Department and under the Customs 
Board; is he aware that in connection 
with a certain warehouse handed over 
from the Customs to the Inland Revenue 
in 1903 a balance was struck showing 
£1,200 


: ‘ 
sete package In 


+ 


stock representing a clu Vv of 


when there was not a 
the warehouse; will he cause inquiry 
to be made into this matter and into the 
methods of stock-taking adopted in the 
Customs, and an investigation to ascer- 
tain whether the stock shown in the 
books of the Board agree with the stock 
actually in the warehouse ; and whether 
there has been a fraudulent removal of 
stock from any of the other warehouses 


under that Board. 


(Inswered hy Mr. LI yd-George.) The 
Treasury have had the matter referred 
to in this question under their considera- 
tion quite recently, and it will be furt] 
considered in connection with the pyro- 
posed amalgamation ot the two Revenue 
Boards. The Board of 
unable to trace the transfer in 1903 oi 


Customs are 


the bonded warehouse mentioned. 


WUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE, 
Submarine Dangers. 

Mr. MACPHERSON (Preston): I beg 
to ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 
what means, if any, animal or mechanical, 
existed on board Submarine No 9 for the 
detection of the escape of petrol gas; 
and whether he will state what methods 
the Admiralty propose taking to prevent 
the recurrence of such mishaps as that 
which took place on Submarine No. 9 off 
Folkestone on Tuesday 9th July. 


Tue FIRST LORD or tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. McKenna, Monmouthshire, 
N.): In the ease of the recent accident 
in Submarine A. 9 owing to a mechanical 
defect, a large quantity of exhaust gases 
escaped into the boat. The effect was 
sudden ; and the occurence of defects 
of this kind, though happily rare, are 
almost impossible to guard against. 
Engines have so much improved since 
submarine boats were first built, that 
such an escape of petrol gas as white 
mice would serve to register, is no longer 
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to be feared. There is no remedy for 
such an accident as occurred in A. 9, the 
effect of carbon monoxide on the men 
being so rapid. 


Questions. 


Report on the Naval Mancuvres. 

Mr. STAVELEY-HILL (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford): | beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty if he will state 
when the customary report as to the 
recent naval mancuvres will be issued. 


Mr. McKENNA: The recent 
maneeuvres, like those of October 1907, 
were in the nature of confidential fleet 
exercises, and no report cn them will be 
issued. 


Royal Naval Reserve. 

Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
I beg to ask the First Lord of the 
Admiralty whether the Government. will 
consider the advisability and propriety of 
,2ranting to officers and men of the Royal 
Naval Reserve a long-service and good- 
conduct medal; and whether he will 
consider the advisability of granting to 
trained men of the Royal Naval Reserve 
a higher rank than that at present given 


of A.B. or stoker. 


Mr. MCKENNA: The grant of a 
decoration to the officers of the Royal 
Naval Reserve and of a medal to the men 
is still under consideration, but it is hoped 
to make an announcement on the subject 
at an early date. Under the regulations 
for the new system of training, a limited 
number of seamen and stokers, Royal 
Naval Reserve, not exceeding two per 
cent. of each class, are eligible for ad- 
vancement to the ratiugs of leading 
seamen and leading stokers, Royal Naval 
Reserve, subject to the conditions for 
promotion laid down in the Royal Naval 
Reserve regulations. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: May I as- 
sume that the matter is under favourable 
consideration ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: I hope to make at 
an early date an announcement which 
I trust will satisfy the hon. Member. 


Trial Trips of New Vessels. 
Mr. CURRAN (Durham, Jarrow): | 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Ad 
miralty whether he is aware that several 
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of His Majesty’s vessels have gone out on 
trial-trip from the yard of Messrs. Haw- 
thorn, Leslie, and Company, Government 
contractors, inefliciently and under- 
manned ; that H.M.S. Torpedo-boat No. 
21, with machinery by Messrs. Hawthorn, 
Leslie, and Company, has had a number 
of unsuccessful trial-trips during the last 
tive months ; that the engine-room and 
boiler-room stati at the trials of this 
vessel, which uses oil as fuel, was com 
posed of apprentices to the extent of 
about 75 per cent ; and whether he will 
make representations to the firm in ques- 
tion on the matter. 


Mr. McKENNA: Two vessels for 
which Messrs. Hawthorn, Leslie, and 
Company are the contractors, have made 
trials, but they were not considered to be 
inetticiently manned or under-manned, 
Torpedo-boat No. 21—one of the above 
two vessels —has made a nuinber of trials 
during the last five months. These were 
unsuccessful solely because the contract 
speed had not been realised. Although 
the complement of No, 21 Torpedo-boat 
has throughout these trials been known 
to be largely composed of apprentices, it 
is not considered that the failure to attain 
the contract speed was attributable to 
any inefficiency in the engine-room staff. 
No representation to the firm is necessary 
on this matter, as no condition of their 
contract with the Admiralty has been 
infringed. 


Mr. CURRAN: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman investigate why the contract 
speeds were not realised ? 


Mr. McKENNA: A contract would 
not be concluded till the contract speed 
was realised. 


Messrs. G. Corderoy & Co, and the 
Admiralty. 

Mr. GUINNESS (Bury St. Edmunds) : 
[ beg to ask the First Lord of the Admir- 
alty on what works Messrs. G. Corderoy 
and Co. have been employed during the 
last five years by the Admiralty as 
quantity surveyors ; on what basis pay- 
ments have been made to this and other 
firms ; and whether the Admiralty have 
considered the question of employing 
their own staff to carry out this work. 


Mr. MCKENNA: List of works under- 
taken by Messrs. G. Corderoy and Co., 
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during the five years ending 51st March, 
1908 :—Malta, Docks and Breakwater; 
Gibraltar Dockyard, Harbour, Com- 
mercial Mole, Dockyard Extension and 
Coaling Facilities; Dover, Harbour ; 
Hong Kong, Dockyard Extension and 
Coaling Facilities ; Cape of Good Hope, 
Dockyard Extension; Chatham, New 
Dock, Naval Barracks, Hospital, Slaugh- 
ter-house, Commander-in-Chief’s — Resi- 
dence, New River Wall; Pembroke, 
Jetty; Sheerness, Depot for Torpedo 
Boat Destrovers and Drainage; West 
India Docks, New Oftices; Deptford, 
Seamen's Clothing Store; Greenwich, 
Deal, Additions to Ser- 
Horsea Isiand, Torpedo 


Laboratories ; 


geant’s Mess ; 


Range; Haulbowline, Coaling Jetty ; 
Dartmouth, Royal Naval College ; 
Devonport, Dockyard Extension, Nava! 


Barracks, Electrical Generating Station, 
&e., Gunnery School, Magazines, Coaling : 
Pl mouth, Hospital, Wards for Lunaties. 
‘The basis on which payments have been 
made to this and other firms is a percent- 
age on the cost ot the work — for 
which quantities have been prepared or 
The Board have 
only just received for consideration a full 
report on the question of employing the 
Admiralty Works Department staff to do 
this work 


meustiirements made. 


Naval Discussions. 

Viscount CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
IT beg to ask the First Lord of 
the Admiralty whether any communica- 
tions have been received at the Admiralty 
from the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Channel Fleet with reference to a serious 
collision having been imminent between 
Hi. M.S. Hope” and H.M.S. 
“Argyll,” owing to an order given by 
the Commander-in Chief of the Channel 
Fleet. 


stone) : 
\ 
} 
l 


* Good 


Mr. MCKENNA: The Board have 
had reported to them and have examined 
the positions of the Fleet at the moment 
the signal referred to was made, and 
they are satisfied that the manceuvre was 
not dangerous. At the same time the 
Rear Admiral, as he thought there was 
risk in carrying out the order, was 
justified in turning the other way; and 
the Commander-in-Chief so informed him 
by signal at the time. 


Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : Will 


my right hon. friend convey that answer 
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to the editors of those papers which 
erroneously accused Lord Charles Beres- 
ford of having endangered the lives of 
1,600 men? 


Mr. McKENNA: I think it is always 
desirable to avoid communications with 
the Press. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
May I ask the right hon. Gentleman if 
he is now speaking for the whole of his 


colleagues ? 


Mr. McKENNA: I do not think I 
should be called upon to answer that 
(Juestion. 


Naval Ordnance Department and Peti- 
tions from the Employees. 

Mr. T. F. RICHARDS (Wolver- 
hampton, W.): I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty whether he is 
aware that an executive officer of the 
Naval Ordnance Department has refused 
to forward a petition from the store- 
house clerks to the Admiralty, and, if so, 
can he say whether this officer was acting 
upon his own authority, and what action 
he intends to take in the matter. 


Mr. McKENNA: A _ petition put 
forward by the storehouse clerks to 
amend the position of their own class at 
Woolwich in January last, was objected 
to by the acting naval ordnance officer 
on the ground that it was signed. by 
several men who were not storehouse 
clerks. They were directed to amend 
the petition bv excluding such names, 
but they preferred to withdraw it. 
Since that time no new petition has been 
received. This action, which was correct, 
was taken by the acting naval ordnance 
officer on his own authority. If a 
properly signed petition is put forward it 
will be duly considered 


Overtime in Deptford Victualling Yard. 

Me. T. F. RICHARDS: I beg to ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty how 
much overtime has been worked by the 
employees at Deptford Victualling Yard 
since 3.st March, 1908, and how many 
men have been discharged from the same 
place since the same date. 


Mr. McKENNA: The amount of over- 
time worked in 100 days since 31st March 
is computed at fifteen minutes per day 
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per man. 
discharged and six entered, making a net 
discharge of nine persons. 


Deptford Victualling Yard Storehouse 
Staff. 
Mr. T. F. RICHARDS : I beg to ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty whether 


he can say when the storehouse staff at 


receive the increase of wages promised 
them two years ago. 


Mr. McKENNA: The pay, etc. of the 
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Fifteen workpeople have been | of the Home Fleet, Channel Fleet, &c., 


(Juestions. 
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and to the variation during the year in 
the composition of the fleets and the 


| numbers of men borne. 


Contracts for Destroyers. 
Mr. DU CROS (Hastings): I beg to 
ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 


| whether the contracts for the five des. 
Deptford Victualling Yard are likely to 


storehouse staff at all the victualling | 


yards is now receiving consideration, and 
a decision will be promulgated within the 
next few weeks. 


Naval Courts Martial. 
Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing): I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Admir- 


alty whether in the Channel and Home | 


(Nore Division) Fleets there has been an 


abnormal number of courts martial held | 


upon men for breaches of discipline during 
the past twelve months; and whether 
this state of things is largely due to the 
week-end leave which prevails, or has 
prevailed, during that period. 


Mr. McKENNA: I am sending the 
hon. Member copies of the quarterly 
returns for last year. There is no reason 
to suppose that there has been an ab- 
normal number of courts martial in the 
fleets named during the past twelve 
months. 


Mr. NIELD: I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty what is the 
especial difficulty or what the dispro- 
portionate amount of labour involved 
which prevents him from informing the 
House what is the total of the men of all 
ratings in the various fleets or squadrons, 
and the number of courts martial held in 
respect of charges of insubordination or 
breach of discipline during the past twelve 
months ; and whether those figures being 
given the department is not competent to 
give the percentages asked for. 


Mr. MCKENNA: I have already sent 
the hon. Member the most recent return 
showing the number of men tried by 
court martial in the various fleets. The 
difficulty in ascertaining the percentages 
arises from the doubt as to what exactly 
the hon. Member means when he speaks 


| of breach of regulations ! | 


troyers of the 1907 programme have yet 
been awarded, and, if so, when; and 
what is the earliest date upon which 
these vessels can be completed, in view of 
the fact that some of the twelve German 
destroyers of the same year are already 
completed, while at least one of them has 
done her steam trials. 


Mr. MCKENNA: The “Crusader” 
and “ Nubian” were ordered in January, 
and the “ Maori,” “ Viking,” “ Zulu,” in 
February of this year. They are all 
expected to be completed by October, 
1909. 


Naval Officers and the Press. 

Ear WINTERTON (Sussex, Hor- 
sham): I beg to ask the Frist Lord of 
the Admiralty whether he proposes to 
take steps to ascertain the name of the 
officer who, in defiance of regulations, 
recently communicated to a newspaper 
an account of an alleged incident in the 
Channel Fleet ; and whether, in the event 
of the name of the officer being dis- 
covered, he will be tried by court martial. 


Mr. MCKENNA : [am not aware what 
grounds the noble Lord has for imputing 
a breach of honour to any naval officer. 
If he will state them or communicate 
them to me privately, I will investigate 
them. ‘They are quite unknown to me. 


Eart WINTERTON: Is the right 
hon. Gentleman aware that I make no 
allegation of breach of honour, but rather 
desire to 
give notice that, in view of the answer 
given, I shall raise the matter on the 


Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill. 
Mr. McKENNA: The noble Lord's 


(Question asks whether we propose to 
take steps to ascertain the name of the 
officer who, in defiance of regulations, 
recently communicated to a newspaper 
an account of an alleged incident in the 
Channel Fleet. In my judgment it 
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would be a breach of honour for an officer 
to communicate such a matter to the 
Press. 


Earn WINTERTON: Does not the 
right hon. Gentleman think that that is 
entirely a matter of opinion? My 
(Question was directed to the matter of fact. 


Mr. BELLAIRS : Does the right hon. 
Gentleman propose to hold any inquiry 
to ascertain how this information leaked 


) 


out to the papers 7 


*Mr. SPEAKER: 
given of that Question. 


Notice should he 


Progress in India. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for India whether the speedy recovery of 
the Indian peasantry as soon as periods 
of abnormally high prices are at an end 
has been one of the marked features of 
modern Indian administration: and 
whether there is a general consensus of 
opinion that there has been in recent 
years a progressive improvement in the 
condition of the inhabitants of the Indian 
Empire. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Slea- 
ford): Before the right hon. Gentleman 
answers that Question, may I ask whether 
it is not the fact that in recent years there 
has been a more rapid succession of 
famines and a corresponding increase in 
mortality 7 


Tae UNDER-SECRETARY o¥ STATE 
ror INDIA (Mr. BucHANAN, Perthshire, 
E.): I do not think there have been 
more lamentable famines in recent years. 
| think that if one compares the ravages 
of famins in recent years with those of 
fifty or 100 years ago, one would find 
that the ravages then were much greater 
than they are now. As to the Question 
on the Paper, the view expressed in the 
first Question is in accordance with the 
conclusions of recent Famine Commissions 
and of the local governments. With 
regard to the second (Question, the hon. 
Member must judge for himself as to the 
existence of unanimity on the point. 
at any rate agree with him, as he will 
have gathered from the remarks I made 
on the Indian Budget. 
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Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): Can the 
right hon. Gentleman give figures indicat- 
ing the average income of the population 


; 


ten years ago and now ? 


(Juestions. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: No, I have not 
any such figures; but 1 think that on 
the whole there bas been a development 
in the prosperity of the poorest of the 
population in India. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
E): These happy people are thriving 
on I}d. per day ! 


Afforestation in India. 

Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether, in 
view of the fact that the object of the 
forest policy of the Government of India 
is the utilisation of forests for the benefit 
of the cultivating classes and not for the 
increase of the revenue by the sale of 
timber, further measures have been taken 
for the afforestation of waste lands ; and, 
if the answer be in the aftirmative, 
whether the result of such measures can 
be stated to the House. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: The afforestation 
of waste lands for the benefit of the 
cultivating classes is one of the main 
duties of the Forest Department. The 
chapter on Forests in the Moral and 
Material Progress Statement for the 
decennial period ending 1901-2 deals 
fully with the progress made during that 
period, and more recent information is 
given in the Annual Statements for 
succeeding years. The Statement for 
1906-7 was presented in May last. 


Indian Administrative Reforms. 

Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether the reforms in the ad- 
ministration of India which are now 
under consideration will necessitate 
legislation by this House ; and whether, 
in view of the situation in India, he will 
consent to circulate the draft reform 
proposals to Members of Parliament. be- 
fore the House reassembles for the 
autumn session, in order to enable the 
House to deal effectively with the legis- 
lation which will be introduced. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: At the present 
stage it is not certain whether the im- 
provements now under consideration will, 
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or will not, demand legislation in Par- 
liament. It would be a departure from 
settled usage to circulate draft proposals, 
before formal submission of definite 
conclusions on the responsibility of the 
Government. 


Mr. SMEATON: Will some share of 
effective control over taxation be given 
to native statesmen ! 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I gave as full a 
statement as possible on that subject last 
Wednesday week. 


Mr. Tilak’s Conviction. 

Mr. LUPTON: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for India if 
Mr. Tilak, at his recent trial in Bombay, 
was convicted by seven English jurymen 
and acquitted by two native jurymen ; 
and, if so, in view of the fact that the 
jury were disagreed and of the feeling 
caused by the sentence of six years im- 
prisonment in the Bombay Presidency, 
whether the Secretary of State will cause 
the sentence to be remitted. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: With regard to 
my hon. friend’s Question I have nothing 
to add to the full statement that I made 
on Tuesday in reply to the hon. Member 
for Brenttord. 


Mr. LUPTON: May I ask whether 
the right hon. Gentleman is satisfied that 
the articles, for writing which Mr. Tilak 
was tried, were properly translated for 
the benefit of the Fnglish jury who had 
to try him for articles written in another 


language ! 


Mr, BUCHANAN: I do not think that 
that is quite a fair presentation of the 
case. I have no reason for believing that 
the translation of the articles was other- 
wise than fair. 


Mr. O'GRADY: Is it not the faci 
that the main line of the defence was 
that the articles were not accurately 
translated ? 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I am not aware of 
that. Iam perfectly certain that, if that 
were one of the allegations brought 
forward by Mr. Tilak, it was fairly con 
sidered by both the Judge and the jury. 
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Questions. 


Mr. LUPTON: Would it not be in 
accordance with proper justice to try 
such a man before a jury of his own 
countrymen ? 
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*Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of 
opinion. 

Str H. COTTON (Nottingham. E.): 
Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that 
Mr. Tilak objected to the special jury on 
account of the large majority of Europeans 
it would contain, and desired to be tried 
by a jury of his own countrymen ? 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I think I said the 
other day that Mr. Tilak challenged a con- 
siderable number of the special jurymen, 
while, on the other hand, the prosecuting 
counsel only challenged two. 


Mr. LUPTON: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman say how the panel is sum- 
moned! They all seem to be Europeans 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. Members 
should put these Questions on the Paper. 


St. Lucia Property Tax Bill. 


Sir HENRY KIMBER (Wandsworth) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary ot 
State for the Colonies whether the St. 
Lucia Property Tax Biil, which, in the 
opinion of the majority of — the 
inhabitants of the Colony, will cause 
a serious set-back to the  agricul- 
tural improvement lately started, has 
received the approval of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, and in view ot 
the riots in the island last year and the 
probability of a renewal of the disorders 
if the Bill is forced through the Council, 
and the effect such a tax had in the Island 
of Dominica. and which caused riots there 
and necessitated the sending out of a 
Commission which recommended — the 
abolition of the law, whether his Majesty's 
Government would request the Adminis- 
trator of the Colony of St. Lucia to 
withdraw the Bill which is before the 
Council ; whether seeing that the Colony 
has a balance of £25,000 to its credit 
lying idle in the hands of the Crown 
Agents, he will explain the necessity for 
further taxation; and whether he will 
give a Return of the value of the products 
of the Colony for the past year and the 
amount of revenue collected by the 
Government during that period. 
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THEUNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
FOR THE COLONIES (Colonel Scery, 
Liverpool, Aborcromby); I understand 
that the riots of last year did not arise from 
the Property Tax Bill. The St. Lucia Pro- 
perty Tax Bill of 1907 was postponed 
early in this vear, and the Secretary of 
State agreed to the appointment ot a 
committee to consider the repeal of th 
Road Tax and the substitution of taxes 
on property and on incomes derived from 
other sources than land. We have not 
vet received from the Governor a report 
on the result of the Committee’s labours, 
nor any further Bill. I cannot well 
discuss the necessity for a readjustment 
of taxation in reply to a Question, but | 
may point out that the existenee of a 
reserve surplus bulance (which is earning 
interest and not lying idle) does not 
relieve the Government from the duty of 
securing equilibrium in the revenue and 
expenditure. The annual report 
taining the statistics desired in the last 
paragraph of the hon. Baronet’s Question 
has not vet been received from St. Lucia, 
but will be laid on the Table when received 
in the usual manner. 


con- 


Dinizulu'ss Salary. 

Mr. BYLES, (Salford, N.) : I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if the arrears of salary due to 
Dinizulu have been actually paid from 
the Imperial Treasury ; and, if so, what 
steps will be taken to recover the money 
from the Natal Government. 


CoLONEL SEELY : No money has vet 
paid. [ cannot at present add 
anything to the statement which I made 
on Tuesday. 


heen 


Mr. BYLES: How much longer is he 
to be kept out of his money ! 


CotoneL SEELY: He is not being 
kept out of it. 
Transvaal Public Service. 

Stir GILBERT PARKER: I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies if he will lay upon the 
Table the Return showing the names 
of individuals retrenched from the 
publie service of the Transvaal from Ist 
April, 1908, to 15th June, 1908, which was 


laid upon the Table of the Legislative | 


Assembly of Pretoria on the Ist July, 
1908, 


{50 Jury 1903} 


Question $. 1750 

CononeL SEELY: I see that a Return 
of the nature referred to has been laid, 
but it has not yet been received. There 
is not likely to be any reason why it 
should not be laid here, unless it is very 
bulky and expensive to print, but in 
accordance with custom I cannot promise 
a Paper which has not been received. 


British Indian Traders in the Transvaal. 

Mri J. M ROBERTSON (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside) : | beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
the arrest and imprisonment in the 
Transvaal of some thirteen British-Indian 
traders for trading without 
whether these traders tendered the 
licence money, which was refused with 
the above sonsequences because they 
declined to comply with the formalities of 
the registration law; whether these men 
were rosidents before the war, already 
holding certificates of identifieation and 
possessed of a clean record ; and whether 
the Secretary of State will make friendly 
representations to the Government of the 
Transvaal with a view to their speedy 
liberation. 


licences ; 


+ 


wording to a 


Governor of the 


COLONEL SEELY: Ac 
from the 
Transvaal the Asiaties lately prosecuted 
have been proceeded against for contra- 
vention of the licensing laws and not of 
the Asiatic registration legislation. The 
men were found by the licensing officers 
to be trading licences, and the 
prosecutions undertaken at the 
instance of the municipal authorities. 
Further inquiry will be made into this 
matter, 


telegram 


without 


were 


White Labour on the Rand. 

Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies if he can give particulars of 
any case in which work which was being 
done on the Rand and mines by Chinese 
eoolies, since repatriated, is now being 
performed by white labeur ; and, if no 
| such particulars are available at the 
Colonial Office, will he make inquiries 
| from the Transvaal Government if there 
| are any such cases. 


CotoneL SEELY: No, Sir, but 
‘inquiry shall be made of the Transvaal 
Government. 








(Wuestions. 


The Gilbert Islands. 

Mr. SMEATON: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
whether he is aware that grave charges 
have been made against the Resident 
Commissioner in the Gilbert group of 
islands in the Western Pacific, notably in 
compelling the natives to labour with- 
out wages on public works and on the 
phosphate concession held by a private 
company, of which Lord Stanmore is 
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chairman, in inflicting flogging for dis- | 


obedience or dilatoriness, in collecting 


nut kernel, which is their staple food, 
notwithstanding that the phosphate com- 
pany are said to be making from £80,000 
to £100,000 a year clear profit from the 
guano which the natives collect for 
them ; that these and other statements 
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so, whether he will advise the British 
Consul-General in Egypt to represent to 
the Egyptian Government that the teach- 
iny of history and geography in Arabic 
in the Egyptian schools is also advisable. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE for 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
GREY, Northumberland, Berwick) : I have 
no information as to whether the 
Egyptian Ministry of Public Instruction 
has made a demand of the nature indi- 


, cated on its English teachers of mathe- 
taxes from the natives in copra or cocoa- | 


are sworn to by a late resident in the | 


Gilbert Islands, and confirmed by mission- 


| 1908) page 


aries and by three influential natives, | 


who have presented a petition of com- 
plaint since the submission of his Report 
by Sir J. 
mission, in 1906; and whether, in view 
of these allegations, the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies will cause an 
independent inquiry to be made on the 
spot by some person or persons 
connected with the administration of the 
Western Pacitic Islands. 


CoLONEL SEELY: Certain charges ot 


of the nature indicated by my honour- | 


able friend have been made by a former 


matics and science, but I will address an 


inquiry on the subject to His Majesty’s 
Acting Agent and Consul-General at 


Cairo. As regards the present position 
of Arabic as a medium of instruction in 
mathematics and geography, I beg to 
refer the hon. Member to Sir Eldon 
Gorst’s Report for 1907 (Egypt No. 1, 
32, paragraph 2, and page 
35, paragraph 2, in which it appears that 


the number of subjects in which instrue- 


M. Thurm, the High Com- | 


un- | 


| without reference to the Report. 


official of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands | 


Protectorate, but the Secretary of State 


has not at present received any con- | 


firmation of these charges by missionaries 
and natives of the Protectorate. The 
High Commissioner will be asked to 
send home any petition which he may 
have received from the Natives on the 
subject, and the Secretary of State also 
hopes to have the opportunity of con- 
ferring with him personally when he 
comes home in the autumn. 


Egyptian Schools and English Teachers, 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the Egyptian Ministry of 
Public Instruction has called upon its 
English teachers of mathematics and 
science to qualify themselves either to 
teach those subjects in Arabic, or to teach 
history or geography, which latter subjects 
are still to be taught in English ; and, if 


tion in Arabic is being given is being 
increased. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Blackpool) : Is not this 
instruction given in Arabic at the present 
time ? 

Sm EDWARD GREY: I cannot say 
[ know 


one or two subjects have been added. 


Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs): 
Is it likely that properly qualified teachers 
in mathematics and science can be 
obtained if Arabic is insisted upon ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The question 
is a very difficult one to deal with, but I 
think teaching in Arabic should be 
encouraged as far as possible. 


Brigandage in Turkey. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): | 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether an official circular 
has recently been issued to British sub- 
jects residing in Turkey informing them 
that, in the event of their capture by 
brigands, under no circumstances will 
His Majesty’s Government advance any 
funds whatever for their release ; whether 
any similar circular has been issued by 
other Governments to their subjects ; and 
is he aware that this circular will have 
the effect of preventing the employment 
ot engineers, foremen, and others of 
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British nationality in the 
Turkey. 


provinces of 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The Answer 
to the first part of the hon. Member's 
Question is that the attention of British 
subjects residing in Turkey has been 
drawn to a circular issued by the late Lord 
Granville in 1881 in the sense stated by 
the hon. Member. With regard to the 
second part, | have no information as to 
what action, if any, may have been taken 
by other Governments. I have no reason 
to suppose that the circular had any pre- 
judicial effect before or that its repetition 
now will have the effect mentioned by the 
hon Member in the third part of his 
Question. 


German Arrest of the Trawler ‘‘ General.’ 

Sir GEORGE DOUGHTY (Great 
Grimsby) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he has 
placed before the German Government the 
case of the illegal arrest of the steam 
trawler “ General” by the German gun- 
boat “ Zeeder ” on 9th May last ; whether 
he is aware that the vessel was boarded by 
a German crew and taken to Cuxhaven, 
that the captain was imprisoned and the 
cargo of fish destroyed, and that when 
tried by the court they proved their inno- 
cence and the ship and crew were released ; 
and whether he can state what compensa- 
tion the German Government intend to 
award the fishermen and vessel owners for 
the loss they have sustained. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : 
of the case referred to by the hon. 
Member. No claim has yet been pre- 
sented to the German Government, as | 
am still awaiting the receipt of the official 
account of the trial and other material, 
but the matter is careful 
consideration. 


I am aware 


recelving 


Eart WINTERTON: Is it not thefas 
that in these cases foreign Governments 
acquaint our Government with the trial 
and its sequel 


Sir EDWARD GREY : Where it is a 
matter of importance we instruct our 
Consuls to watch the case and report to 
us, 


Sir GEORGE DOUGHTY: Have you 
had any report in this case ? 
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Sir EDWARD GREY: I am expect- 


ing a full report in a week or so. 


(Questions. 


German Arrest of the Trawler “ Taurus.’ 

Sir GEORGE DOUGHTY : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether he can state what com- 
pensation (if any) the German Govern- 
ment propose to award to the captain 
and crew and the owners of the steam 
trawler “Taurus,” which was illegally 
arrested by a German torpedo boat while 
fishing off the German coast on 14th Mey 
last; and whether he can state what 
steps His Majesty’s Government propose 
to take to protect British fishermen while 
discharging these duties in these waters, 
and also to prevent these infringements 
of international Law by German naval 
officers. 


Sirk EDWARD GREY: The trial of 
the master of the “ Taurus” has not yet 
taken place. Until it has, and I have 
heen informed of the result, it is im- 
possible for me to make any statement 
on the subject. The trial was originally 
fixed for 15th June last, but as the 
master did not appear on that day it has 
been postponed to 24th August. 


Imprisonment of Mr. Tchaikovsky in 
St. Petersburg. 

Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tyd- 
vil): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs whether his attention 
has been drawn to the case of Mr 
Tchaikovsky, who has for the past eight 
months been a prisoner in the fortress 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, St. Petersburg ; 
whether he can say if any charge has 
been preferred against the accused or 
when he is likely to be brought to trial ; 
and whether, as Mr. Tchaikovsky has 
been for thirty years a resident in Great 


| Britain, where his family still reside and 


practice their professions, and where 
Mr. Tchaikovsky has not only borne an 


| excellent character but earned a high 





reputation in the world of letters, he will 
make such representations as will ensure 
that Mr. Tchaikovsky may either be 
brought to trial or be released from 
confinement and allowed to return to 
his home in London. 


Srrm EDWARD GREY: Mr. Tchai- 
kovsky is not a British subject, and the 
matter is therefore not one in which 
official action could be taken, 
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Persian Imports of Arms—Proposed 
Russian Loan. 

Mr. LYNCH (Yorkshire, W.R., Ripon): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether a large quantity 
of arms has recently entered Persia via 
the Caspian for the use of Colonel Liak- 
hoff and the Royalist Party in the sup- 
pression of the reform movement in 
Persia; can he state whether a loan to 
the Shah by Russia is under negotiation ; 
and, if so, whether, in the view of His 
Majesty’s Government, such separate 
action on the part of one of the signa- 
tories of the Anglo-Russian Convention 
would be in consonance with the spirit of 
that Convention. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: As regards 
the first part of the hon. Member's Ques- 
tion, I have no information to this effect. 
The reply to the second part is in the 
negative, and there is therefore no occa- 
sion to comment upon it. 


Colonel Liakhoff’s Action in Teheran. 


Mr. LYNCH: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
he has yet received information as to 
the part played by Colonel Liakhotf in 
the suppression of the Perstan Parlia- 
ment ; is it a fact that last December the 
representatives in the Persian capital of 
Great Britain and Russia pressed upon 
the Shah the advice to remain faithful to 
his promise solemnly made to the popular 
assembly, that he would observe the 
constitution, one of the articles of which 
provides that the royal orders will be 
sanctioned only when they have received 
the signature of a responsible minister ; 
were the orders issued to Colonel Liak- 
hoff, which resulted in the sack of the 
Parliament House, countersigned in this 
manner; and on what grounds does the 
Russian Government justify the suppres- 
sion by a Russian officer of the popular 
assembly, to which Russia and Great 
Britain had urged the Shah to remain 
faithful. 


Sm EDWARD GREY: I have no 
more information now than I had when 
the hon. Member last asked (Questions on 
these points; nor do I see how I can 
usefully add to the general explanation 
and expression of opinion which I gave on 
Monday. 
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Mr. LYNCH: Seeing these events 
occurred more than five weeks ago, will 
the right hon. Gentleman endeavour to 
get the information before Parliament 
rises ¢ 


Sir EDWARD GREY: Even if I had 
the information [I am not at all sure | 
should be able to add to the statement I 
made last Monday, when the hon, 
Member had a full opportunity of stating 
his views, and | replied on the general 
circumstances of the case. 

Increase in Lunacy. 

Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, §. 
Albans) : I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether, seeing that the Report of the 
Lunacy Commissioners for 1907 states on 
page 5 that the rate of increase in certified 
lunatics was equivalent to 237°2 per cent. 
over the figures for 1849,-and that the 
general population increase for the same 
period was at the rate of 77:5 per cent., 
he can see his way to cause inquiries to 
be made as to the causes of this continued 
and large percentage of 
certified lunatics. 


increase of 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT § (fr. 
(GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.): I bee to 
answer this Question on behalf of my 
right hon. friend. As pointed out on 
pages 3 and 9 of the Report of the 
Commissioners, there are 
siderations to be 


many con- 
borne in = mind in 
interpreting the figures as to lunacy ; and 
I would also call attention to the special 
Keport of the Commissioners on the 
alleged increase of insanity issued in 1897. 
The whole question is receiving careful 
consideration, and the Government. will 
no doubt receive assistance from the 
Report of the Royal Commission on the 
Feeble-Minded, which will be issued in a 
few days. 


Provincial Homes Investment Company. 
Mr. WALSH (Lancashire, Ince): I beg 


to ask the Secretary of State jor the * 


Home Department whether his attention 
has been directed to a case reported on 
16th June, in which the evidence showed 
that a policeman named Wilkinson, 
acting as agent for a company entitled the 
Provincial Homes Investment Company, 
had induced a woman named Poynton to 
subscribe sums amounting to £37 10s. to 
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the said company ; whether he is aware | 
that Judge Parry stated that the company 
was really and essentially a fraudulent 
concern ; whether itis in accordance with 
police office regulations for constables to 
act as agents of societies; and, if not, 
will he take steps to prevent similar action 
by police officers in future. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am making 
inquiry in the matter, and in the meantime 
I am not in a position to express any 
opinion as to the part taken by Wilkinson 
in the case. 


Motor ‘Bus Breakdowns. 

Mr. 8. COLLINS (Lambeth, Kenning- 
ton): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department if he will give 
a Return showing the number of motor 
‘buses that broke down within the area 
of the county of London during the last 
twelve months, 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I regret that I 
am unable to give the information desired. 
No official figures as to breakdowns are 
compiled, and it would be very difticult to 
define breakdowns so as to distinguish 
them from temporary stoppages, due to 
the need of adjusting brakes, replenishing 
the supply of water in the radiator, etc. 


Illicit Hawking of Beer. 

Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, $): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether his attention 
has been called to the sentence of a fine 
of £50 or three months imprisonment 
recently passed by the Brentford bench 
of magistrates upon a man named 
Swallow for supplying a bottle of beer to 
a customer whose name had not been 
entered in his employer's books ; whether | 
the man is now undergoing such term of 
imprisonment ; and, if so, whether having | 
regard to the technical character of the | 
offence and to the fact that no previous 
charge had been made against the man, | 
he will consider the justice of advising a 
reduction of the sentence. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: This was a case 
of illicit hawking of beer, which cannot 
be regarded as a merely technical offence. 
On the contrary, it is in my opinion a 
serious offence, which is difficult to 
detect, and when detected, calls for an 
exemplary penalty. On the information 
before me, I see no grounds for advising | 
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interference with the sentence which the 
Court in its discretion imposed. 


Metropolitan Police. 

Mr. ROWLANDS (Kent, Dartford): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether it has been 
usual for the Metropolitan Police Force, 
when they have been called upon for 
extremely exceptional duties, to be 
granted two or three days extra leave; 
and whether this course was adopted on 
each occasion. of the Royal Jubilee of 
1887 and 1897, and at the time of the 
visit of the Shah of Persia. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Extra leave was 
given for the Royal Jubilee of 1887, the 
visit of the Shah in 1889, and on some 
other occasions; but the grant of this 
extra leave involved such dislocation of 
duty that in recent years, with the 


| exception of the Coronation, when both 


extra pay and extra leave were given, 
any recognition of extraordimary duties 
has taken the form of a grant of pay and 
not a grant of leave. 


Arlesey Asylum Brewery. 

Mr. WILES (Islington, S.): [ beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether, having regard to 
the fact that the quantity of beer 
annually brewed in the private brewery 
attached to the Three Counties Asylum, 
at Arlesey, has been reduced during the 
last two years from 32,800 gallons to 
17,600 gallons, he will say if he has any 
official reports showing what the effect 
has been upon the health of the patients 


| or the staff of this reduction in the con- 


sumption of liquor ; and, if so, whether 
he will state their purport to the House. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: There is no 
official report showing what the effect of 
the reduction in the consumption of beer 
has been on the health of the patients or 
the staff at the Three Counties Asylum, 
but the Commissioners in Lunacy have 
made inquiry of the Medical Superinten- 
dent, who replies that there has been no 
apparent effect on health. 


International Securities Corporation, 
Limited. 

Mr. WALSH: I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Trade 
whether his attention has been drawn 
to the remarks of Mr. Justice Swinfen 
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Eady in the case of the Inter-/| building societies, and the charges 


national Securities Corporation, Limited, 
on 23rd July, wherein he described the 
company as carrying on a business of 
a peculiarly mischievous character by 
illegal and fraudulent means, and tempt- 
ing poor people to part with sums of 
money by means of seductive and 
attractive advertisements, and expressed 
the opinion that the company ought to 
be wound up at once ; and what steps, if 
any, the Board proposes to take in the | 
matter. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHE BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. CHurcnttt, Dundee) : | 
An order has been made by the Court | 
for the compulsory winding-up of the | 
International Securities Corporation, 
Limited, and a full investigation is in | 


course of being made by the Official | unemployment in Great 


Receiver. 
Shunting Fatality at Leeds. 


Mr. O'GRADY: I beg to ask the 


implied by Judge Parry against them, 
he can give any assurance of immediate 
action to protect the public against 
alleged fraud, 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I must refer my 
hon. friend to the reply given on the 27th 
July to my hon. friend the Member for 
the Prestwich Division. 1 have directed 
that a careful examination of the subject 
be maale in order to see whether further 
legislation is necessary. 


Unemployment Statistics. 

EarL WINTERTON: I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Trade 
whether, in view of the admitted im- 
possivility of making any accurate com- 
parison between the statistics relating to 
Britain and 
Germany, respectively, given in the 
Board of Trade Labour Gazette, he will 
cause the printing of such statistics to 
be discontinued in the next issue of the 


President of the Board of Trade whether | journal in question. 


his attention has been directed to the 
the employ of the Midland 


Company at Leeds ; whether such death 


was caused through what is known as | 


gravitation shunting, the men employed 
having to run to the wagons, and put 
down hand brakes, when the 
nave reached the level, and are travel- 
ling at the rate of 20 miles an hour; and 
whether, in view of the dangerous prac- 
tice and the loss of life that must ensue, 
especially during the winter months of | 
fog and darkness, he will take steps to 
obviate such danger by reducing the 
height of the bank down which the 


wagons have to run, and thus minimise | 
the speed, by insisting on hand brakes to | 


be fixed each side of the wagons, by the 
ballast between the © sidings 


the danger point being augmented. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: 
referred to has been reported to the 
Board of ‘Trade by the railway company, 
and I have directed that an inquiry shall 
be held. 


Fraudulent Building Societies. 
Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of ‘Trade whether, in view of the business 
done by the Provincial Homes and other 


| 
| 
: : <a 
death of W. Harris, an under shunter in | 
Railway | official statistics of unemployment in 


wagons | 


being | 
improved, and the staff of brakesmen at | 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Though the 


the two countries are not comparable, 
each series of figures possesses a value as 
indicating changes of the state of the 
labour market. I think, therefore, that 
the figures ought to continue to be 
published, together with a warning 
against their misuse. 


Unemployment in Manchester. 

Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.): I 
beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he has re 
ceived statements from Manchester show- 
ing the increase in the number of un- 
employed persons in that district and the 
concern for the difficulties to be faced 
later in the year; and whether he can 
undertake to assist the efforts of the local 
authorities by grants of money to meet 
| their requirements. 


The accident | 


| THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
{GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. JoHN 
| Burns, Battersea): I do not find that I 
| have received any recent statement to 
| the effect referred to in the Question. I 
| shall certainly do all I can to administer 
| to the best advantage the sum voted by 
_ Parliament in aid of the expenses incurred 
‘by the distress committees, so far as it 
| falls to my Department to disburse it. 
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Distress at Erith. 

Mr. ROWLANDS: I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government Board 
whether, in view of the exceptional 
distress at Erith and the stopping of 
the works undertaken by the urban 
district council, he will take steps to 
urge upon the council the desirability of 
re-opening the works at an early date. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I am in com- 
munication on this subject with the 
urban district council, who will, I have 
no doubt, take into consideration all the 
circumstances of the case. 


Mr. ROWLANDS: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman remind the council that 
they have a balance over from the un- 
employed fund last year ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: Yes, Sir. 





Police Traps for Motorists. 
Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): I beg | 
to usk the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his attention has 
been called to the fact that motorists 
who are in the habit of exceeding the 
speed limit frequently complain of the 
traps set by the police for the detection 
of such breaches of the law; and 
whether, in view of these complaints, he | 
will suggest to the local authorities that | 
a preferable method of enforcing the law | 
would be to employ cars provided with 
an accurate speedometer so that the | 
driver may know when tbe car is being 
driven at the precise maximum speed 
permitted by the law, each such car to | 
curry a police officer in plain clothes with 
instructions to arrest any car that passes | 
him when he is travelling at the maxi- | 
mum speed and to prosecute the owner 
or driver for exceeding the speed-limit. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The somewhat 
expensive method of checking breaches of 
the speed-limit which my hon. friend 
suggests does not commend itself to me, 
and | do not think it is one that I could 
recommend to police authorities for their | 


adoption, | 


Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney | 
and Shetland): Will the right hon. | 
(rentleman take into consideration the 
simple suggestion made by a noble Lord | 
in another place ? 
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| Mr. JOHN BURNS: I will take them 
all into consideration. 


Refusal of a Charter to Eastbourne. 

Mr. BEAUMONT (Sussex, East- 
bourne): I beg to ask the President 
of the Local Government Board whether 
he is aware that, after the town of 
Eastbourne had applied under the Local 
Government Act, 1888, to be created a 
county borough, the town authorities 
at the request of the Local Government 
Board took a special census of the in- 
habitants, which showed a population of 
over 50,000; and, if so, what were the 
special reasons why the consideration of 
Eastbourne’s application has been either 
refused or deferred. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I am aware of 
the facts stated in the Question. The 
informal census taken by the town 
council showed a population of 50,696 
only, and having regard to the small 
margin of population above 50,000 thus 
shown, it appeared to the Local Govern- 
Board that the consideration of 
the application that Eastbourne should 
be made a county borough should be 
deferred until after the next ordinary 
when the precise population 
would be more accurately ascertained. 


Mr. BEAUMONT: Why did the 
Local Government Board insist on 
putting Eastbourne to the expense of 
a special census and then decline to 
abide by the result? Will the right 
hon. Gentlemen order a special census 
to be taken by the Registrar-General ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The _ Local 


Government Board asked Eastbourne to 


\take a special census believing they 


would do so aceurately, but it was not 
taken under circumstances which ensured 


lits reliability to the extent which was 
| necessary to justify us in conferring on 


Eastbourne that which Eastbourne was 
demanding. 


Mr. BEAUMONT: Will the right 
hon. Gentlemen direct the Registrar- 


General to take a census which can be 
relied upon ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I will consider 
that. 


P 








1763 Questions. 


Oldham Postmen’s Wages. 

Mr. CLYNES: I beg to ask the Post- 
master-General whether he is aware that 
postmen in Oldham are paid about 4s. per 
week less than Manchester, whilst the 
Board of Trade Returns and other par- 
ticulars show the cost of living to be 
slightly higher in the former town ; and 
whether he can consider the case of the 
Oldham postal servants, on the basis of 
the memorial they have recently pre- 
sented, with a view to raising their scale 
of pay. 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SypnEyY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
lar) ; Oldham and Manchester have been 
classed in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee as explained in the Parliamentary 
Paper, “Post Office (Changes in Wages, 
etc.),” pages 54 ef seg. The classification 
is based on the volume of work subject 
to modification where the cost of living is 
especially high or low. The number of 
units of work representing the volume of 
work at Oldham is 409, which places it 
naturally in Class III., the units of which 
range from 240 to 800. The cost of 
living in Oldham is just under normal, so 
that it remains in Class III. At Man- 
chester there are no less than 9,612 
units of work, and Class I. scales are 
therefore appropriate; while the cost of 
living is only slightly below the normal. 
Of course my hon. friend clearly under- 
stands that no existing established officers 
are adversely affected by an alteration in 
scale. They all go to their old maximum 
and enjoy all benefits that may be derived 
from the improved stripe system, Bank 
holidays, night work, ete. 


Mr. CLYNES: Has not the right hon. 
Gentleman promised to consider specially 
any cases in which it can be shown that 
the calculations were made on a wrong 
basis ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: If any such 


information is forwarded I will consider it. 


Mr. CLYNES: I understood that a 
memorial had been sent in. 


Putney Telephone Exchange. 
Str HENRY KIMBER (Wandsworth) : 
I beg to ask the Postmaster-Genera | 
whether he is. aware that the Post 
Office telephone exchange at Putney 
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is so obsolete or ineffective that it 
is impossible for the General Post 


Office to give to an. ordinary table 
instrument an extension, as the National 
Telephone Company does in the same 
district ; and whether he will say what 
action he is going to take in the matter. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : The num- 
ber of subscribers to the Post Office tele- 
phone exchange at Putney is increasing 
so rapidly that a new exchange is being 
provided for their accommodation, but I 
am glad to say that the exchange is 
neither obsolete or ineffective in any 
other respect. The hon. Member’s ques- 
tion must, I think, be based on a misap- 
prehension of the circumstances of some 
particular case. If he will give me par- 
ticulars of the case I shall be glad to 
have it fully investigated. 


Government Pensions. 

Mr. MILDMAY (Devonshire, Totnes): 
I beg to ask the Postmaster-General 
whether, seeing that the recipients of old- 
age pensions will be paid weekly, he will 
consider the desirability of arranging that 
all other persons at present in receipt of 
Government pensions payable through 
the Post Office shall be paid weekly. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : Post Office 
pensioners in receipt of pensions of less 
than £80 a year already have the option 
of weekly payment if they received 
weekly wages before superannuation. All 
other Post Office pensioners are paid 
monthly or quarterly, and I do not pro- 
pose to alter this arrangement. Army 
and Navy pensioners are paid at Post 
Offices by means of Money Orders issued 
monthly or quarterly by the War Office 
and the Admiralty. I am not, of course, 
responsible, in the case of these pensions, 
for anything beyond the cashing of the 
Orders, and have no control over the 
period of payment. 


Royal London Friendly Society. 

Mr. CLOUGH (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Skipton): I beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether the Chief Registrar 
of Friendly Societies is aware that an 
agreement has been arrived at between 
the supporters and opponents of the 
conversion of the Royal London Friendly 
Society into a mutual insurance company ; 
whether he can state the terms of that 











agreement ; whether the Chief Registrar 
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has yet confirmed the conversion ; and, 
if not, whether he can state when he is 
likely to do so. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY To 
tHE TREASURY (Mr. Hosnouss, 
Bristol, E.): I understand that a meeting 
took place on the 22nd instant between 
the representatives of the Society of the 
National Union of Insurance Agents and 
of certain collectors, at which terms of 
agreement favourable to the dissentient 
collectors were offered by the Society and 
provisionally accepted, but I have not 
been informed how far these terms have 
heen ratified. The main point conceded 
was that collectors should be guaranteed 
the market price for their books if they 
received notice to leave for any cause 
except ‘wilful dishonesty.” I must, 
however, refer the hon. Member to the 
Society if he wishes to have a copy of the 
terms themselves. The Chief Registrar 
proposes to register the Resolutions 
to morrow. 


Mr. CLOUGH: Has all idea of testing 
the legality of the poll been abandoned ? 


Mr HOBHOUSE: That is a matter 
which does not concern the Treasury. 
It rests entirely with the members of 
the Society, 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 
asked if those who voted for the conversion 
had their costs paid out of the funds of 
the society while the opponents paid their 
own expenses. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE: No, Sir. I have 
inquired and find that the  society’s 


funds were not used for that purpose. 


Mr. O'GRADY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury whether, having 
regard to the recent conversion of 
the Royal London Friendly Society, he 
will consider the possibility of presenting 
a Bill amending the Friendly Societies 
Act, 1896, section 54 of which confers the 
absolute right upon wealthier societies to 
convert themselves into companies and so 
destroy the benefits in the Act specially 
designed for the use of the industrial 
community. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE: No, Sir. His 
Majesty’s Government has no intention 
of amending the Friendly Societies Act 
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further than is provided in the Bill which 
has recently been read a third time in 
this House and is now under consideration 
in the House of Lords. 


Mr. O'GRADY: Was not the effect of 
this conversion a considerable fall in the 
value of shares ? 


Mx. HOBHOUSE: That does not 
affect the Treasury, which has no power 
over that at all. 


Mr. O'GRADY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury whether he is 
aware that an application was presented 
to the Registrar of Friendly Societies on 
the 18th day of June last asking the 
Registrar to appoint inspectors to inquire 
into the matters connected with the 
attempt to convert the Royal London 
Society into a mutual company, and that, 
as yet, no such inquiry has been ordered 
or directed ; and whether steps will be 
taken at once to institute such inquiry. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE: The Chief 
Registrar of Friendly Societies informs 
me that he has refused this application 
on the ground that the applicants did not 
shew sufficient cause for an inspection as 
is required by subsection 2 of Section 76 
of the Act. 


Mr. O'GRADY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury whether he is 
aware that provision has been made in the 
new constitution of the Royal London 
Mutual Insurance Society, Limited, to take 
30 per cent. of the premium income of the 
society (exclusive of commission paid to 
collectors) for management expenses, and 
that the total premium income is 
£1,000,000 ; and whether he will cause 
inquiry to be made into the affairs con- 
nected with such conversion, with a view 
of amending the Friendly Societies Act 
to prevent such conversion of friendly 
societies by laying down a draft code of 
rules and incorporating them in an 
amended Act. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE : The first part of 
this Question concerns the Board of 
Trade. I have already replied to the 
second part of the Question. 


Reorganisation of the Oustoms. 
Mr. T. F. RICHARDS (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.) : I beg to ask the Secretary to 
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the Treasury whether, in the coming 
amalgamation of the Customs and Excise, 
all officers of Customs, clerical or prac- 
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tical, who have reached the age of sixty- | 


two, will be called upon to retire, as is 
done in the Excise service at the present 


time ; and whether facilities for retire- | 


ment on advantageous terms will be given 
to officers who desire to take up their 


superannuation rather than accept service | 


in the new department. 


I beg also to ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether a position or positions 
under the combined Board of Excise and 
Customs have been offered, directly or 
indirectly, to highly placed Excise 
officials ; whether he is aware that there 
is a belief in the Excise and Customs 
services that an effort is being made, by 
the offer of desirable positions to highly 
placed Excise officials, to buy off the oppo- 
sition to the amalgamation ; and whether 
he will consider the desirability of 
abandoning a scheme which has to be 
carried through by such methods. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE: In reply to this 
Question and to the Question on the same 
subject which the hon. Member has 
addressed to the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, I beg toinform him that I am | 


not in a position to anticipate the decision 
hereafter to be reached on the details of 


the forthcoming amalgamation of the | 


Customs and Excise services, 


Ballinorley (Sligo) Teacher’s Residence, 

Mr. McHUGH (Sligo, N.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether a loan was obtained from the 
Board of Works, Ireland, through the 
Commissioners of National Education, 
for the erection of a teacher’s residence 
at Ballinorley, county Sligo ; what 
amount remains outstanding, and whether 
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county Sligo, of which the amount out- 
standing is £39 1s, 9d., the payment in 
respect of principal and interest having 
still twelve years to run. It is the case 
that the Commissioners of National 
Education have struck Ballinorley school 
off the roll, but the residence in connec- 
tion with the school will not become 
vacant. It has been let by the manager 
for nearly four years to a person other 
than the teacher, and the manager pays 
the Board’s rent-charge. In any case a 
former manager and two sureties (or 
their personal representatives) who 
entered with him, in the year 1885, into 
a bond to secure the repayments, are 


liable. 


Questions. 


Miltown Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH (Ferma- 
nagh, N.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether the Estates Commissioners have 
received and considered applications for 
reinstatement, as evicted tenants, from 
John Bacon, evicted from the lands of 
Milltown, on the Castle Archdale estate, 
and John Cassidy, evicted from the lands 
of Aughnagaffert, on the Aileen estate ; 


and will these men be reinstated or 
supplied with new holdings. 
THe CHIEF SECRETARY For 


IRELAND (Mr. Brrrett, Bristol, N.): 
The Estates Commissioners have received 


and considered the applications referred 


payments for principal and interest on | 


the loan have still twelve years to run; 
is he aware that the Commissioners of 
National Education have struck the 
Ballinorley school off the roll ; and, as the 
residence will now become vacant if the 
school is closed, will he state how he pro- 
poses to collect the amount outstanding 
10r principal and interest. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE: The Commissioners 
of Public Works inform me that a loan 
was obtained from them for the erection 
of a teacher's residence at Ballinorley, 


to. In the case of John Bacon, the 
Commissioner considered the applicant 
to be unsuitable to manage a farm, and 
moreover the evicted holding is in the 
occupation of a tenant purchaser. John 
Cassidy is already in temporary posses- 
sion of the holding from which he was 
evicted, and the Commissioners will 
further consider his case when the estate 
on which the holding is situate comes 
before them. 


Clovelly Evicted Tenants. 


Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Estates 
Commissioners have acquired any land 
in county Fermanagh upon which they 
ean allot a holding to John Graham, of 
Barmagh, Clovelly, country Fermanagh, 
an evicted tenant already considered by 
the Commissioners as a suitable person to 
have a holding allotted to him. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have not yet acquired any 
untenanted lands upon which they could 
provide a holding for John Graham, but 
they are in negotiation for the purchase 
of certain land in the county, and, if they 
should acquire this land, Graham’s claim 
will be considered in connection with it. 


Ballinorley National School. 

Mr. McHUGH: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Commissioners of 
National Education for Ireland have 
struck off the roll the Protestant national 
school of Ballinorley, County Sligo, of 
which the manager is the Rev. John | 
Roche Ardill, LL.D., canon, Protestant | 
rector of Calry parish ; is he aware that | 
this school has been established for more 
than a century, and that it has been on | 
the roll of the Board for thirty years ; | 
that this school is three miles distant | 
from the nearest Protestant school ; and | 
that if it is closed Protestant children | 
living in Ballinorley will be obliged to 
walk a distance of four miles on the 
average to the nearest school under | 
Protestant management and a like dis- | 
tance returning home from school ;_ is he | 
aware that the Board’s rule 179 (c) pro- | 
vides for the closing of a school under 
Protestant management only when it is 
within two miles distance of one or more 
schools under the management of any 
Protestant denomination ; whether, see- 
ing that the Compulsory Education Act 
of 1892 assumes that in all cases where 
it applies there is a school in which both 
secular and religious instruction are given 
within two miles measured by the nearest 
road from the residence of the child, and 
provided that the school grant should be | 
paid to schools having an average attend- 
ance of ten or more pupils, and that the 
average in Ballinorley school for last year 
was thirteen, the Commissioners are em- 
powered to make rules and orders over- 
riding an Act of Parliament ; and will he 
makerepresentations to the Commissioners 
With a view to having the case of Balli- 
norley school reconsidered. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Commissioners | 
of National Education inform me that the | 
school in question was struck off the roll | 
of national schools on 26th April last, | 
because it was not required in the locality | 
and the average attendance for the years 
1906 and 1907 was only thirteen. The 
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under the National 
Board since 1876. There is a national 
school under Protestant management 
two and a half miles away, and there is 
also one under Roman Catholic manage- 
ment about half a mile away. Rule 179 
(c), which applies to Protestant and 
Catholic schools alike, deals with the 
appointment of new teachers in schools 
with an average daily attendance of less 
than twenty-five. The rule under which 
the Commissioners acted in this case was 
Rule 189, which provides that, as a 
general rule, a national school, in order 
to continue to be recognised by the Com- 
missioners, must have an annual average 
daily attendance of at least twenty pupils. 
The Irish Education Act of 1892 contains 
no provi-ion which requires payment of the 
school grant to be made to any elementary 
school that does not fulfil the require- 
of the Commissioners’ rules and regula- 
tions, and in any event the Act is not in 
force in the district in question. The 
whole question as to small schools, 
distinguishing between those which may 
be suppressed without any real injury, 
and those which cannot be so suppressed, 
will, I hope, immediately engage the 
attention of the National Board. 


Questions. 


school has _ been 


Mr. ASHLEY : Where are the:e thir- 
teen children to be educated ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Commissioners 
of course proceed on the assumption that 
they can go to another school. There is 
a Protestant school two and a half miles 
away and also a Roman Catholic school, 
and it is assumed the children can attend 
either of those schools. 


Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S): Is it not 
the fact that the National Commissioners 
of Edueation in Ireland accepted the 
grant of £114,000 because the result 
of a refusal would have been the closing 
of 225 small schools? Seeing that this 
school has been in existence over 100 years 
and it is fully three miles to the nearest 
Protestant school, will not the right hon. 
Gentleman get the case reconsidered ! 


Mr. BIRRELL: It is no use interro- 
gating me, [ am not a member of the 
Board. As to the grant of £114,000, it 
must not be lost sight of that the money 
has been allotted altogether irrespective 
of the size of the schools. I have no control 
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over the Commissioners ; the whole matter 
rests with them. 


i772 
whether the Board had written on the 
19th May informing the manager that 
the teacher would be paid up to the 26th 
April, but not stating that the salary 
would be discontinued after the latter 
date; whether on the 26th May the 
teacher supplied to the Board, at tho 
Board’s request and at her expense, a 
medical certificate to qualify her for the 
pension fund as if she were still under 
salary ; whether at the end of June the 
Board called upon her to furnish the 
quarterly returns up to the last day of 
that month ; whether the first intimation 
the manager received that the salary was 
| withdrawn was conveyed in a letter from 
Mr. McHUGH: Will the right hon. | the Commissioners to the manager, dated 
Gentleman ask the Commissioners to re- | 6th July instant ; and will the salary 
consider their decision 4 'due to the 30th June be paid without 
further delay. 

Mr. CHARLES CRATG (Antrim, 8.) | 
put a similar Question. | Mr. BIRRELL: The Commissioners 
|of National Education inform me that 
Mr. BIRRELL: I will do the best I1| the teacher referred to is not a_per- 
‘can, but I have no control whatever over | manent principal teacher, and could not 
the Board. | be recognised as such seeing that she has 
|not been trained. She was recognised 
Mr. ASHLEY: But surely the right | by the Commissioners, under rule 79, as 
hon. Gentleman can make representa- | locwm tenens at the school in question for 
tions? I ama Sligo man, and very much | the maximum period of three months, 
interested in this question. | pending the appointment of a permanent 
| teacher, and the manager was so informed. 


Mr. SLOAN: -Is it not the fact the 
National Board have twice refused to 
agree to the closing down of the 225 
Protestant schools ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am not sure of it. 


Mr. SLOAN: Well, it is. 
Mr. BIRRELL: At any rate the 


National Board will have an opportunity 
of stating its views. 








Mr. BIRRELL: If the facts are as | 
stated I have great sympathy with any 
school which has to be closed, with the 
result that a number of children are left | 
unprovided with the kind of Coneenite 
tional education, they desire. I do not 
think it is desirable in the present state of 
public affairs that, the children should be 
required to go to a Roman Catholic 
school. At the same time, the multiplica- 
tion of small schools should be avoided. 





Mr. McHUGH: There would not be 
a multiplication. 


*Mr. BIRRELL: I do not say th:re 
would ; but there are a large number of 
schools in Ireland which might be 
usefully amalgamated. 


Mr. McHUGH; I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary: to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether the teacher of 
Ballinorley national school, County Sligo, 
applied to the Commissioners of National 
Education on the 2nd of the present 
month for a quarter’s salary, amounting 
to £11, due on the 30th June ultimo; | 


The three months expired on the 26th 


| April last, and salary was paid t»> that 


date. Under the rules no further salary 
can be paid. All teachers have to furnish 
a medical certificate of health when first 
recognised, 


Fair Rent Notices. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will 
state the number of originating notices to 
fix fair rents received by the Irish Land 
Commission for the years 1890 to 1896, 
inclusive, and also the numbers of said 
notices similarly received for the years 
1897 to 1903, with the approximate cost 
of the Commissioners and staff employed 
during the above two respective periods ; 
and will he state the present costs of the 
Commissioners and staff annually em- 
ployed in the rent-fixing department. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The number of 
originating notices to fix fair rents lodged 
with the Land Commission between 
22nd August, 1890, and Ist March, 1896, 
was 15,061, and the number lodged 
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between the latter date and 31st March, | 


1903, was 93,924. The Land Commission 
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Mr. ASQUITH: If so, he was stating 
| an obvious fact. 


inform me that it would not be: possible, | 


without considerable labour, to state even 
approximately the expenditure on the 
fair rent side of their business for the 
thirteen years in question. Moreover, a 
comparison as regards cost between the 
two periods referred to could not fairly 
be made, seeing that the system of fixing 
fair rents underwent considerable change 
by the Act of 1896. The Commissioners 
cannot make a close estimate of the 


present cost of the fair rent staff, but | 


they think it may be stated at approxi- 
mately £45,000 per annum, exclusive of 
the salaries of Judicial Commissioners, 
which are charged on the Consolidated 
Fund. 


The All-Red Route. 

\Irn. BYLES: I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister whether, having regard to the 
pledges given by the late Prime Minister 
and to the imminence of the adjourn- 
ment, he ean now give any assurance to 
the House that the Government will not 
commit the House to any subsidies in 
support of what is called the all-red 
route before Parliament has had the 
opportunity of discussing the subject. 


Tue PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Mr. 
AsquitH, Fifeshire, E.): I can only 
repeat the assurance of the late Prime 
Minister that if, on examination, any 
such scheme was found to be feasible, no 
arrangement would be binding — until 
approved by the House of Commons. 


Small Landholders (Scotland) Bill. 

Mr. SMEATON: I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister whether it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to revive the 
defunct Small Landholders (Scotland) 
Bill, or to introduce a measure to effect 
the same objects, but on different lines. 


Mr. ASQUITH: No further legisla- 
tion on this subject can be attempted 
during the present session, and it would 
be premature at this moment to 
anticipate the future. 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): I[s 
the right hon. Gentleman aware that 
the Lord Chancellor has declared this 
Bill to be defunct ¢ 


Mr. SMEATON: Will the new Bill 


resemble the defunct measure ? 


[No Answer was returned. } 


NEW BILLS, 


WHITE PHOSPHORUS MATCHES 
PROHIBITION BILL. 

“To prohibit the manufacture, sale 
/and importation of matches made with 
| white phosphorus, and for other purposes 
in connection therewith,” presented by 
| Mr. Secretary Gladstone ; supported by 
| Mr. Herbert Samuel ; to be read a second 
| time upon Monday, 12th October, and to 
| be printed. { Bill 351.) 





| TRAWLING IN PROHIBITED 
PREVENTION BILL. 
| “To prohibit the landing and selling 
in the United Kingdom of fish caught in 
prohibited areas of the sea adjoining 
| Scotland,” presented by Mr. Sinclair ; 
supported by the Lord Advocate and 
| Mr. Solicitor-General for Scotland ; to be 
|read a second time upon Monday, 12th 


| October, and to be printed. [Bill 352.] 


AREAS 


CROFTERS’ COMMONS GRAZINGS 
REGULATION BILL. 

“To extend the powers of the Crofters’ 
Commission in regard to the regulation 
of common grazings,” presented by Mr. 
| Sinclair ; supported by the Lord Advocate 
land Mr. Solicitor-General for Scotland ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday, 
12th October, and to be printed. [Bill 
353. | 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

“To amend the Law relating to 
county government, and to roads and 
bridges and the use of locomotives there- 
on, in Scotland,” presented by Mr. 
Sinclair ; supported by the Lord Advocate 
and Mr. Solicitor-General for Scotland ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday 
12th October, and to be printed. 
[Bill 354. ] 


TRANSFER OF GOODS BILL. 


“To amend the law relating to the 
transfer of goods,” presented by Mr. 





| Dundas White ; supported by Sir George 
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M’Crae, Mr. Younger, Mr. Phipson 
Beale, Mr. M’Callum, and Mr. Smeaton ; 
to be read a second time upon Wednes- 


day, 14th October, and to be printed. 
[Bill 356.] 


Business 


OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL. 


Lords Amendments to be considered 
To-morrow, and to be printed. {Bill 355. | 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL. 
Lords Amendments to be considered 
To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 358.] 


WHALE FISHERIES (IRELAND) BILL. 


Lords Amendment to be considered 
To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 361.] 


TELEGRAPH CONSTRUCTION BILL. 
Lords Amendments to be considered 


To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 
360.] 


BEE PEST (IRELAND) BILL. 
Lords Amendments to be considered 
To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 
359]. 


PORT OF LONDON BILL. 
Reported, with Amendments, from the 
Joint Committee, with Minutes of 
Evidence. 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 288.] 


Bill, as amended, re-committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House for Mon- 
day, 12th October, and to be printed. 
[Bill 350.] 


COMMONS BILL [Lorps]. 


Read the first time; to be read a 
second time upon Monday, 12th October, 
and to be printed. [Bill 357.] 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (PRIVATE 
BUSINESS.) 

Motion made, and Question proposed — 
“That the Proceedings on any Private 
Business set down for consideration at 
8.15 this evening by direction of the 
Chairman of Ways may be entered upon 
at any hour, and be not interrupted 
under any Standing Order regulating the 
sittings of the House.”—(M*r, Asquith.) 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. STUART WORTLEY (Sheffield, 
Hallam) said he understood that notice 
was rendered necessary by Standing 
Order 8. It was a Motion which might 
be put to very questionable uses. ‘Lhe 
Standing Order was rather new, and it 
might be serious to suspend it so soon 
after it was made. He thought it would 
be justified if not to help these Bills 
forward would be to inflict any loss on 
the parties concerned, but it must be 
remembered that they were going to 
have an Autumn Session, and this was a 
case of a Provisional Order Bill in which 
the expense was incurred on the local 
inquiries, and it was not likely to be in- 
creased by delay at this stage. What he 
said applied to four Bills, and he was a 
total stranger to all of them, and in respect 
to three of them which had come from 
the other House he was not given to 
understand that there was any object to 
their being put forward ; but as regards 
the fourth, information reached him 
which he thought required to be answered 
to the effect that it had gone forward 
with such rapidity that the Report Stage 
was taken on 27th July, consideration 
on 28th July , and that it stood 
for Third Reading on 29th July— 
yesterday, without the opponents to the 
Bill, who were substantial and important, 
having an opportunity of making them- 
selves acquainted with the Amendments 
made. He understood that the Amend- 
ments had not been printed and circulated, 
and it was quite possible that substantial 
injustice might be done by this excep- 
tional measure of putting forward the 
3ill. He thought some reason should 
be shown for this special procedure, and 
that they ought not to have a Motion made 
without some explanation being given. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.) said it was refreshing for him to tind 
himself in thorough accord with the right 
hon. Gentleman who had just spoken, 
and he thought the Premier himself 
should treat the House more fairly in 
this respect. The Prime Minister, in 
asking the House that there should be 
only a limited time for the discussion of 
the action of certain Government spending 
departments and executive departments 
like the Home Office, said that the House 
would have full opportunity of discussing 
the*matters on the Second Reading of 
the Appropriation Bill, which was the 
oily time when a private Member, with 
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possibly a fad of his own, could make | ments, and that it will be a waste of time 


himself heard, and now what happened ? | 
Here were these Bills, private Bills, 


to take them separately, and it was for 
that reason that we propose to suspend 


introduced under an order the like of| the operation of the new rule, which 


which he never remembered. 


It seemed | would prevent any one of these Bills 


that the Chairman of Committees could | being entered upon for discussion after 


intervene at any time and say that} 9.30 p.m. 


A further reason for the 


private business might begin and go on | Motion I have put down is that the sus- 


as long 
proper or a right way to deal with | 
private Members, but there was some- | 


thing more. What was the necessity 
for the Motion? 
an Autumn Session. 
set down for Second Reading, 
therefore they would not come to a 


completion one minute before the proper | 


They were to have} 
These Bills were | 


and | 


and ordinary time. The Motion was only a | 


contrivance to take a very considerable 


slice of the miserable portion of time | 
allotted to private Members; while at the | 
same time that portion of time was | 


promised to be generously and even 
excessively given if hon. Members would 
submit, as they did on the previous night, 
to allow the Home Office and other Votes to 


be discussed in two hours and ten minutes. | 


It was in the belief that they would have 
ample time to edge in a word that day 
that the House permitted that, and now, 
on private Members’ day, the opportunity 
was taken from them. If he had even 
one person only to tell with him, he would 
divide on the Question. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Mr. 


AsquiTH, Fifeshire, E.): I quite agree 


that this is an exceptional Motion, and | 


that it ought to be justified by excep- 
tional reasons, but I think the reasons 
which induced the Government to put it 
down and to move it ought to commend 
themselves to the House. The three Bills 
which are appointed for consideration at 
8.15 p.m. by direction of the Chairman of 
Ways and Means are all Electricity 
Supply Bills connected with the Metro- 
polis. These three Bills are absolutely 
cognate in their subject matter, and to a 
very large extent the same considerations 
apply to the discussion of their merits on 
the Second Reading with regard to any 
one of the three. They were put down 
for Monday, but we thought it undesir- 
able to interfere with the allotted days 
for the discussion of Supply, and it was 
for that reason that they were postponed 


until to-night. I am told that they stand | 


or fall upon very much the same argu- 


as they liked. That was not a| pension of the eleven o'clock rule only 


applies to Government business, and 
therefore it was necessary, in the event 
of the discussions on these Bills continu- 
ing after eleven o'clock, that special pro- 
vision should be made. It was suggested 
by the hon. Gentleman who spoke last 
that the Bills might be postponed till the 
Autumn Session, but I am told that that 
would be a source of great inconvenience 
to all the parties concerned. If the Bills 
are now read a second time they will in 
the beginning of the Autumn Session be 
sent upstairs and considered by a Com- 
mitttee, and having regard to the magni- 
tude of the interests involved, the long 
delay that has already taken place, and 
the importance of the thorough discussion 
of all the details, I believe it is the 
universal opinion of all the parties 
interested that we should get the decision 
of the House on the merits of the Bills 
before we rise for the holidays. The 
other point raised was with regard toa 
Bill which stands on a different footing, 
| the Potteries Provisional Orders Bill. The 
| only reason, I am told by my right hon. 
friend the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, why this Bill is put down 
and included in the scope of my Motion, 
is that it is a convenience that we should 
get a clean print of the measure now, 
so that between now and October the 
amended Bill can be printed. However, 
if it is objected to, the Third Reading 
can be taken in October. The main point 
is in regard to the three Electrical Bills, 
and I hope, as far as they are concerned, 
the House will agree to the Motion. 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) 
said that it was not in regard to the merits 
of these Bills that they took objection to 
the procedure which the Government 
proposed to adopt. It was practically 
impossible for the House to come to a 
just decision upon the merits of pri- 
vate Bills. They really depended, not 
upon speeches made or general cases 
advanced in the House, but upon the 
| evidence given before the Committee, and 
|one of the objects which his right hon, 
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friend had in View in moving the Stand- 
ing Order governing the conduct of 
private Bills was to give the greatest 
possible incentive to what he would call 
the settlement out of Court of diffi- 
culties between contending parties on 
a private Bill. 


degree the step which the Leader of 
the Opposition took, which had always 
been regarded as one of the greatest 
and most beneficial reforms in regard 
to the passing of private Bills. 
It was not at all difficult, if anybody 
desired to do so, to delay the progress of 
a Bill without doing anything improper. 
Once it became understood that a private 
Bill had only to be delayed in its progress 


in order to obtain advantages denied to | 


the promoters of other Bills during the 
Session, then the House would. realise 
that the change proposed was a very 
serious one in the system of private Bill 
procedure. The Prime Minister, the 
other day, in reply to the hon. and 
learned Member for Waterford said, in 


regard to the time which had been given | 


for Supply, that the hon. and learned 
Member might rely upon it that no 
precedent was being created by the giving 
of less time for the discussion of the Irish 
Estimates. But the most powerful Prime 
Minister of recent years with a vast 
majority behind him could not possibly 
prevent a precedent being created if he 
took a step never taken before and the 
House sanctioned it. There were no special 
circumstances which justified this Motion, 
which, if pressed, would make a serious 


innovation in private Bill procedure | 
which might be extended with disastrous | 


The House 


were 


results in future Sessions. 
had been told that there 


to understand that there was considerable 
difference between them, and that the 


arguments used for and against the first | 
need not necessarily apply to either of | 


the others. The Prime Minister had 
stated that the first Bill might last until 
9.30 p.m. and that the other Bills would 
not’ be taken, and that, therefore, there 
could not possibly be any objection to 
this Motion being accepted. But let the 
House mark one thing. There was 
always the indefeasible right of the 
House to debate any subject on the 
Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Mr. Walter Long. 
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The step the Govern- | 
ment were taking prejudiced toa certain | 


three | 
Electric Bills, but he himself was given | 
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Bill, Many questions which might 
give rise to considerable debate 


would be raised by hon. Members, and 
there was litle enough time for their 
discussion of the Second Reading if the 
Appropriation Bill was to be carried 
in one sitting. The right hon. Gentle. 
man said the private Bill might go on 
till 9.30 p.m. That estimate might be 
correct, but if after that time they 
proceeded with Bills raising quite different 
debates, what time would be left for a 
| discussion of the Government's general 
| policy, which the House had a right to 
| discuss, and which could only be dis- 
cussed on this occasion? In his opinion 
| a Motion of this kind ought only to have 
| been moved after full notice had been 
given of it so that the whole House 
|might know what they were doing, 
| Not only should notice have been given 
by placing the Motion on the Paper 
some days previously, but distinct warn- 
ing should have been given through the 
usual channels that a new procedure 
'was to be adopted. In these cir 
cumstances he felt it was impossible 
that this Motion should pass without 
challenge, and he should certainly when 
the Question was put from the Chair, 
vote against it on the ground that it 
was a@ serious innovation in the procedure 
| of the House, which had not been justified 
by any of the arguments of the right 
hon. Gentleman. 





Mr. ASQUITH said he had listened 
with attention and he need not say 
with great respect, to what the right 
Gentleman had said. He could 
only say that he had proposed the 
| Motion in the belief that it was con- 
sonant with the general wish and opinion 
'of the House. But the Government 
did not intend to use their majority to 
take away the liberty of private Mem- 
bers in the exercise of a right which 
they at present possessed. He had 
been of opinion that this was a question 
of the general convenience of hon. 
Members, but after the appeal made to 
him by the right hon. Gentleman he did 
not feel disposed to press the question. 
The result would be that the first Bill 
would come on that evening, but he 
hoped that the discussion would not be 
prolonged. Afterwards they would re- 
sume the debate on the Appropriation 


| hon. 
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Bill. He was very sorry that this should | certain principles which I think I shall 
be so, because he was afraid that there | adequately present to the House by 
would be a certain amount of delay in | reading two extracts. The first of these 
dealing with an urgent question. But) relates to the closure of Supply under 
on behalf of the Government he would | the Standing Order passed by the late 
try to make that delay as short as | Government, and which the right hon. 
possible by putting the other two Bills, Gentleman in the last few months, I 
down at the opening of the autumn | believe, has declared to be one of the 
sittings. He would, therefore, withdraw | greatest reforms ever introduced in the 
his Motion. | procedure of the House of Commons. 
| This was his opinion expressed earlier 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. | In the session, but it was not his opinion 
| in October, 1905. The right hon. Gentle- 
eh pevind | man said— 

HOUSE OF COMMONS (KITCHEN AND re, ae » Chmustitektsen tn: thnk @ 
REFRESHMENT ROOMS). the dsetene nes noe eaieaenel ot 2 he 
Ordered, That Mr. Barlow be added | House of Commons in order that we may 


. : ae; check and control the expenditure of public 
to the Committee.—(Mr. Joseph Pease.) money. What is the practice? I will give 


a you the figures of the last two years. In 1904, 
| under the operation of the Supply closure, 
CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- | or guillotine, £31,000,000 was voted, and not 
TION) BILL. 
Order for Second Reading read. | year, 1905, that £31,000,000 had under the 
be |} same conditions risen to no less than 
| £50,000,000.”” 
Motion made, and Question proposed, | 


I will interrupt my quotation here 
“Tot 2 } > , Pas y _— | , ft” ° 
That the Bill be now read a second | to give the House the items of the last 
time.’ 


‘two years as compared with the 
£31,000,000 and the £50,000,000 of the 
Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London): | late Government. They are £45,000,000 

It is in accordance with the practice | and £53,000,000, and these sums have 

of the House on the Second Reading | been passed undiscussed by the House. 

of the Appropriation Bill that we I will now resume the quotation from 
should take occasion to survey the | the right hon. Gentleman’s speech— 

work of the session and to deal with | « What is the use of pretending that we live 
any of those questions for which oppor- | under a constitutional system and that the 
tunity for discussion has not been granted | House of Commons has a real control over 
in the ordinary course of our procedure. the finances of the country? ... I say this, 

Ty} “ shag } and I want to impress this view on the public 
lere are some criticisms on the Gov e€Tl- | mind, that this is a most serious state of things, 

ment methods which I should like to | for it amounts to nothing more nor less than a 

make as to their conduct of business | progressive paralysis of the Parliamentary 

and the principles on which they said | S*"!s™- 

they meant to deal with it before coming | Then a little leter on he says— 

into office. I cannot have a better| « snothor result, and an equally serious one, 

starting point than the speech made | js that the Executive Government of the day 

by the Prime Minister to his constituency | by the joint operation of the guillotine and the 

a few weeks before he took office. The | block becomes every year, both as to legislation 

and as to policy, more and more emancipated 


"lo Vo 2m: ‘ » F Meee : ons 
right hon. Gentleman made that iinet h | from the control of Parliament. That may 
be convenient for the holders of office for the 


with a full knowledge of the Parliamen- 
tary situation. He had nothing to} time being, but in the long run it is bad for 
learn about the methods of conducting | the Executive, it is degrading cage agg 
: inane . ey and it is injurious and even perilous to the 
the bu “sages of the House and of the | Empire. In my opinion, therefore—uand this is 
difficulties which lie in the way of con- | the conclusion to which I wish this narrative 
ducting it, of the limitations that are | to lead—one of the primary duties of a Liberal 
inevitable on the liberty and privileges Government and of a Liberal Party will be to 
‘. , supply a remedy, and to restore efficiency and 
dignity to our Legislature at Westminster.” 


|} one item had ever been discussed; and this 


of debate, and upon all the complex | 
questions which are now puzzling and | ; Fe : 
perplexing every section of the House.}How have a Liberal Administration 
The right hon. Gentleman laid down) and a Liberal Party supplied a remedy 
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or restored efficiency and dignity to 
our Legislature at Westminster? As 
regards the voting of Supply under the 
closure Resolutions, more money has 
been voted without discussion than 
under the late Administration. As 
regards blocking notices, the right hon. 
Gentleman, I believe, has put downa 
Resolution which he thinks will do some- 
thing to remedy that state of things. 
But he has not allowed us a night to 
discuss it; and I venture to say that if 
the primary duty of a Liberal Adminis- 
tration and a Liberal Parliament is to be 
discharged by putting down on the 
Paper Resolutions dealing with these 
important matters and not giving us 
time to discuss them, then the duty 
falls very lightly on the Gentlemen who 
have undertaken it. The right hon. 
Gentleman has done much worse. He 
complained three years ago that these 
blocking notices prevented the dis- 
cussion on the adjournment of the 
House of important matters. But the 
right hon. Gentleman spends his life 
in bringing forward closure by compart- 
ment Motions under which nothing can 
be discussed except the particular Bill 
dealt with. Consider the situation of 
the House now in regard to these closure 
Resolutions. As the House is aware, 
while the late Government had closure 
by compartments three times in ten 
years the present Government have had 
closure by compartments ten times in 
three sessions, The figures are identical 
but they are differently placed; and I 
shall be very much gratified if under the 
right hon. Gentleman’s leadership we 
get to the end of the autumn session 
without the ten being increased to 
eleven, twelve, or thirteen. The right 
hon. Gentleman, in addition to this 
absolute destruction of the legitimate 
discussion in Committee on the Bill, 
prevents by his procedure anything 
being done in the way of discussion upon 
Motions foradjournment. I believe that 
for the first time in our Parliamentary 
history we are going to meet on 12th 
October with our liberties already taken 
away from us, and without the smallest 
power of raising any question on the 
adjournment of the House, however 
important the topic, however great the 
interest, however urgent the necessity. 
What are blocking notices compared 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 


{COMMONS} 
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with disabilities of that kind? They 
sink into absolute insignificance; and 
the right hon. Gentleman, I am sure, if he 
surveys what has been done under his 
administration, must be aware that one 
of the primary duties of the Liberal 
Government and the Liberal House of 
Commons has been more grossly neg. 
lected, and the principles which they 
have laid down have been abandoned 
with less scruple and more violence than 
I think has ever happened in the history 
of this House. J confess I am amazed at 
the course the Government have pursued, 
In order to obtain some temporary 
cheers at meetings they laid down 
principles, with full knowledge of the 
facts, which they not only abandoned 
but reversed, the very moment power 
was put into their hands. There is one 
branch of this subject on which I desire 
to speak at length, and that is the way 
in which such discussions as could be 
allowed under the Supply rule have 
been curtailed by the present Admini- 
| stration. I have never myself attached 
much value to the figures which so 
| pleased the right hon. Gentleman in 
| 1905, of the money which is 
without being discussed. 





voted 
| I have never 
| believed that discussion in this House 
/on questions in Supply really gives us 
control over the details of expenditure. 
In prehistoric times there might have 
been some control over the expenditure, 
but there certainly has not been in my 
Parliamentary experience. What it does 
do is to give an opportunity for criticising 
the Executive, and that power is not to 
be measured by the amount of money 
which goes undiscussed. It is to be 
measured, first, by the number of days 
which are devoted to criticism and dis- 
cussion, and, in the second place, by 
| the Votes put down by the Government 
of the day so as to give occasion for that 


discussion. Here I am bound to say 
'the Opposition have great cause of 


complaint of the course which the right 
hon. Gentleman has pursued. He had 
it in his power to give twenty-three days 
to Supply; he had it in his power to 
curtail that period to twenty days. 
Sometimes the time has been curtailed 
with advantage. Can any human being say 
that that power of curtailment has been 
exercised with advantage this year, or 
that there is the least justification for 
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the Government’s having given us the 
smaller number of days? What was 
the justification given by the right 
hon. Gentleman when he gave us a 
sketch of business up to the beginning 
of August ? His justification was that 
unless the House consented to give up 
these additional three days we should 
not be able to rise by Ist August, and 
that if we did not rise then general 
inconvenience would follow. I will 
accept the right hon. Gentleman’s promise 
and will assume with him that the con- 
venience of the House, which after all 
must be consulted, was such that 
it would have been an outrage to 
have asked us, seeing when we_ have 
to meet again, to sit into August. 
But why did the right hon. Gentleman 
give two days to the Licensing Bill whi h 
might have been given to Supply? He 
had got his closure Resolution on the 
Licensing Bill; it was absolutely certain 
it could not take more than twenty-five 
days. It nowis only going to take twenty 
three days in the autumn session. It 


{30 JuLy 1908} 





would have been no greater strain upon | 


the House to have had the whole twenty- | 


five days in the autumn session, and | 


given us at least two days more for the 
discussion of Supply. Why the right hon. 


Gentleman did not take that course he | 


has never explained to the House, and I 
have been unable to conjecture. The 
most plausible hypothesis was that it 
was ubsolutely necessary to convince a 


certain section of his supporters that the | 


Government were really in earne t over 
the Licensing Bill, and that unless they 
got through the first clause before they 
separated for the holidays, nobody would 
put the smallest faith in the promises 
they had made. I do not know whether 
that is the reason, but what other reason 
can there be ? The right hon. Gentleman 
may perhaps urge that we had such a 
tuli opportunity of discussion in Supply 
that more days were not required. If 
that was his view, he cannot have listened 
to the lamentation of the Home Secre- 
tary last night as to the exiguous portion 
of time which had been granted to him. 
I do not know whether the President of 
the Board of Trade laments that his Vote 
was not discussed. I rather conjecture 
that he does not. But there are two 
Estimates on which really it is: little 
less than a scandal that we have not 


| 
| 





1786 


had some opportunity of criticising the 
administration. One of these is the 
Education Vote. I amr not going to deal 
with that. The whole House will agree 
that at this time of all others it would 
have been desirable, and indeed necessary, 
to allow the House some liberty of de- 
bate upon the various methods by which 
the Government are attempting to solve 
by executive action problems which the 
House ought to deal with by legislation, 
and by legislation alone. There is an 
even graver question than education, 
and that is Ireland. Now what have the 
Government done about Ireland? In 
the first place, they have cut the custom - 
arv three days down to two. In the 
second place, they have refused absolutely 
on either of these two days to allow the 
Chief Secretary’s salary to be put down, 
so that the administration of Ireland 
could be properly discussed in this House. 
As I understand their excuse is this. They 
say that the business of the Government 
is to arrange Supply so as to meet the 
convenience of Members of the House, 
and the Members whose convenience is 
most to be consulted in the matter of 
Irish Supply are the party which contains 
a majority of the Irish Members—namely, 
the Nationalist Party; therefore they 
mean to arrange Supply so that the 
Nationalist Party shall discuss exactly 
what they like, and representatives of 
Ireland who differ profoundly from the 
Irish Party shall have no opportunity 
whatever of discussing Irish administra- 
tion. I admit, of course, that Irish 
Members below the gangway take great 
interest in certain questions which they 
have a perfect right to discuss, such as 
Irish education and Irish local govern- 
ment, and the Government are bound to 
give such opportunities as they have 
given for the discussion of these matters. 
But when you come to the administration 
of the law in Ireland, hon. Gentlemen 
below the gangway will not accuse me 
of saying anything offensive when I say 
they are not the people to decide whether 
or not an opportunity should be given 
for discussion. They are not ardent 
upholders of law and order. They have 
never shown themselves anxiously critical 
of the Executive in the direction of seeing 
that the law was maintained from one 
end of the country to the other ; and they 
will not pretend that that has ever been 


(Appropriation) Bill. 
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their principal role in this House, In 
truth, it is absurd for the Government to 
treat hon. Gentlemen below the gangway 
as if they belonged to a separate party 


and were in the nature of official 
critics of the Government. Hon. 
Gentlemen below the gangway are 
more and more, so far as I can 


see, coming into a kind of subordinate 
alliance with the Radical Party at large. 
[Cries of “ No,” and an Hon. Memper : 
Who told you that ¢] The observation is 
my own; it may not be correct; I offer it 
for what it is worth. What I have 
observed is this. The Gentlemen who 
represent the Home Rule constituencies 
in Ireland are anxious to say no more 
than they can help about Home Rule in 
order to keep their friends quiet on the 
other, side of the Channel, while the 
Radical Party here and there, sometimes 
using a Cabinet Minister and sometimes 
not, is talking just as much about Home 
Rule in the constituencies as will quiet 
the Irish vote in those constituencies 
without frightening the English vote. 
That is a delicate and difficult position ; 
but if I have rightly described it, and I 
think I have, it evidently prevents hon. 
Gentlemen below the gangway from 
taking up the position of independent 
criticism, such as that which Gentlemen 
sitting above the gangway naturally and 
properly occupy. We have had no op- 
portunity of dealing with the administra- 
tion of Ireland at all in Committee of 
Supply. Is that because there is nothing 
to criticise in the Irish administration ? 
Is that because there is no cause of 
disquiet at the present time with regard 
to the maintenance of law and order and 
of personal freedom in that country ? 
The facts which have been put into my 
hands, and which have been obtained by 
Question and Answer from the Chief 
Secretary in the course of the present 
session, are, in my opinion, of a most 
alarming character. May I just remind 
the House and the Chief Secretary of 
some of the leading features of the existing 
situation ? [I notice, for example, that 
serious outrages in which firearms were 
used amounted in the first six months of 
1906 to 12 cases; in the same period in 
1907 to 34 cases ; and in 1908 to 76 cases. 
T am bound to say that the growth from 
12 to 76 cases of serious outrages in which 
firearms were used is a symptom the 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 


{COMMONS} 
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gravity of which nobody could afford to 
ignore ; and [ think it is made worse, not 
better, by the fact that,as I take it, the 
disturbed state of Ireland is not universal 
—that is, the worst features are not 
universal but are more or less concentrated 
in nine or ten counties. I go on to cattle. 
driving. I observe that the figures of 
cattle-driving in the first six months of 
this year exceed the number of cases of 
cattle-driving for the whole twelve months 
of last year. There were 381 in 1907, 
From January to June in 1908 there were 
413 cases. 


Mr. CULLINAN (Tipperary, 8.) : Did 
you get these figures from Lord Ashtown ? 


An HON. MEMBER : Order. 


Mr. CULLINAN: Order you. 
do you know about it ? 


What 


*Vr. SPEAKER: I must ask the hon, 
Member to behave himself. 


Mr. CULLINAN: They are calling 


order when there is no disorder. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Then I come to 
boycotting, which is one of the most 
painful social symptoms in that dis- 
ordered state of the community, and one 
of the most difficult to deal with, and I 
notice that according to the figures there 
were in February, 1907, 20 cases; in 
February, 1908, 98 cases ; in March, 1907, 
19 cases; in March, 1908, 90 cases; in 
April, 1907, 25 cases ; and in April, 1908, 
104 cases. Not only is the actual growth 
enormous, but if you compare the figures 
of 1908 with the previous figures, it is 
continuous, it goes on from month to 
month. March is worse than February; 
April is worse than March. I do not 
know whether the later figures are more 
satisfactory, but if they are I hope the 
right hon. Gentleman will give them to 
the House. Asto intimidation, I observe 
that 47 persons were under continual 
police protection in May, 1907, and in 
May, 1908, that number had risen to 70. 
If this be the state of crime, what is the 
state of the machinery by which crime is 
to bedeait with? Howisthe law working 
under the control of the right hon. 
Gentleman and the law officers of the 
Crown? At the end of 1907—at the last 
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winter assizes—85 persons were put on 
their trial for agrarian offences, and not 
one single conviction of any sort or kind 
was obtained. In 1907 prosecutions 
before juries took place in respect of 381 
persons charged with cattle-driving, and 
there was only one conviction. The 
Government, not unnaturally, finding 
that prosecutions for cattle-driving had 
utterly broken down in 380 cases out of 
381, have abandoned even that ineffectual 
method of trying to deal with disorder or 
to protect property, and I understand— 
I hope I am not misrepresenting the right 
hon. Gentleman—that they have abso- 
lutely abandoned any attempt to deal 
with these malefactors by the ordinary 
course of law. What they do now is to 
bind them over to give sureties for good 
behaviour. That, as anybody could 
foresee, is a most futile way of dealing 
with the situation. I do not think the 
right hon. Gentleman himself will tell us 
it is an effective way. I am told that 
recognisances have been required in case 
after case; they have only been estreated 
in one case, although the person bound 
over has absolutely refused to carry out 
the undertaking. Cattle-driving, natur- 
ally and inevitably under this process of 
ineffectual Jaw—threatening but never 
acting—is increasing steadily, with all the 
evils to industry, to society, and to law 
which are inevitable in such circumstances, 
If I have sketched this very dark pic- 
ture as it seems to me—there may be 
higher lights on it somewhere; I have 
not come across them—if to this very 
dark picture we add the final touch 
that the right hon. Gentleman has been 
obliged to increase the number of police 
and that the cost to the counties for 
extra police has been growing by leaps 
and bounds, I think it will become 
apparent that the right hon. Gentleman 
is fully conscious of the gravity of the 
position with which he has got to deal, 
although he absolutely refuses to make 
use of the plainly indicated method by 
which that disorder may best be met. 
In 1907 the amount charged to local 
rates in respect of extra police amounted 
roughly to a little over £1,000. In 
1908 it amounted to over £12,000. 
These additional charges upon the local 
authorities for extra police are growing 
before our eyes. The number of police 
that the right hon. Gentleman is obliged 
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to use in order to maintain law is also 
growing, simply because he refuses to 
use the powers of the law which the 
Legislature of this country has put 
in his hand. While the cost of police 
ard the number of police are both rising, 
crime is simultaneously increasing and 
the impunity of the offender is becoming 
more and more a notorious fact in every 
disturbed county in Ireland. MayI ask 
what possible justification the Govern- 
ment can have for refusing us that 
additional day to discuss the Chief 
Secretary’s Vote on which a topic so 
grave as this might have been dealt with, 
without the interruptions which cannot 
be avoided, of course, when the whole 
field of discussion is open to the House 
on the Second Reading of the Appropria- 
tion Bill? The House is thinning in 
numbers, losing its interest in public 
affairs, thinking much more of the sea- 
side than of the state of Ireland. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) : 
We are thinking of tariff reform. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: [heartily condole 
with the hon. Gentleman if he is going 
to occupy August and September with 
thinking over tariff reform. Let him 
retire happily to the seaside, play golf, 
and clear his brain. I am quite certain 
the Chief Secretary is the last man to 
desire to evade debate. He is not only 
speaker of boundless resource, but a man 
of unlimited courage. I think he would 
have rejoiced to have an opportunity 
of explaining, and it may, be of defending, 
the policy or impolicy which he is pur- 
suing now. But he has not been given 
that opportunity by the Government. 
His colleagues have refused it to him 
and they have refused it, as I venture to 
point out to the House, for no assignable 
reason except the desire to have only 
twenty-three days in October and 
November devoted to the Licensing 
Bill, instead of the twenty-five which 
they would have had had we been pro- 
perly treated in this matter of Supply. 
Everybody will feel that the House 
never separated with a greater feeling 
of general disquiet in the public mind 
than at the present time, considering 
that, so far as we know, the horizon is 
quite clear of clouds connected with 
foreign policy or international compli- 











1791 Consolidated Fund 


cation. I share this disquietude. We 
wer told by the Prime Minister, I think 
it was a year ago, that the low price of 
Consols was to be expected when money 
was very dear and when trade was very 
good. Money is very cheap and trade is 
not very good, but Consols remain low. 
I know how easy it is to use perversely for 
some immediate controversy such consi- 
derations, ard I am not going to assert 
that all this is due to the Government. 
Are we sure that it is not partly due to 
the anxiety and disquiet about our 
financial position, which is the inevitable 
result of the policy the Government have 
chosen to pursue during the present 
session @ 





the community—they may or may not 
have been justified, this is not the time 
now to discuss that, and my opinion is 
well known—but the fact remains. Do 
not let us delude ourselves into the belief 
that it matters very little whether the 
public mind is disquieted or not—it 
matters a great deal, even if we cannot 
estimate the loss in pounds, shillings, and 
pence—through the difficulties the Gov- 
ernment must have met with in their 
finance. So far as they are responsible 
they have brought upon themselves and 
upon us the misfortunes inevitably 
incident to our financial position. I do 
not know whether the Government are 
happy about the state of efficiency of our 
national defences, our Army, and our 
Fleet. I do not know whether they 
think with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, who apparently cannot make a 
speech upon peace without suggesting 
that the best way to attain peace is by 
lowering the scale of our defensive arma- 
ments. I do not know whether that is 
likely to reassure the public mind. For 
my own part, seeing what the financial 
position is to which the Bill now to be 
read a second time has brought us ; seeing 
the impression our debates on the various 
financial measures of the Government 
have made on the public mind; seeing 
the commitments they have made ; seeing 


how contradictory have been statements | 


made by members of the Govern- 
ment on the fundamental question of 
national armaments, I do not think that 


the public uneasiness is without justifica- | 
I earnestly hope—if not during the 


tion. 
remainder of the session, that is too much 


Mr, A. J. Balfour. 
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With or without reason, they | 
have continued to alarm vast sections of | 


| sombre vaticinations 2 
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'to hope—that, at all events, next session 
the Government will do two things, 
First, that they will carry out what the 
right hon. Gentleman declared in a speech 
before he entered office to be the primary 
| duty of a Liberal Government—to restore 
to the House some of its ancient privileges 
and traditions ; and in the second place, 
that they will redeem, fully redeem, all 
the pledges they have made through the 
mouth of the Prime Minister in regard to 
the maintenance, in all circumstances, at 
whatever sacrifice, of the national arma- 
ments with which our security is in- 
timately bound up. 


*Mr. ASQUITH: The right hon. 
Gentleman in the gloomy exordium and 
pessimistic peroration to which we have 
just listened has told us that never had 
he known the House to separate with 
greater feeling of disquiet. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I said when 


there were no foreign complications. 


*Mr. ASQUITH: Looking round these 
benches, looking at the benches behind 
the right hon. Gentleman, my eyes fail to 
discern any signs of sympathy with these 
gloomy forebodings. If the apprehen- 
sions the right hon. Gentleman expresses, 
and I have no doubt sincerely enter- 
tains, were shared—TI will not say by the 
general public—I will say by his own 
party, should we not have something 
more than this listless, apathetic audience 
to listen to the right hon. Gentleman’s 
What is it that 
alarms the right hon. Gentleman? He 
mentioned the price of Consols, but they 
have been higher in price this year than 
last. For my part, I have always de- 
clined to take the price of Consols as a 
measure of national credit—many factors 
combine to affect that result ; but if the 
right hon. Gentleman chooses to make 
this suggestion, may I remind him that 
the German Government recently pro- 
posed to float a 4 per cent. loan at 98} 
and have not got it ? 


Sir FREDERICK BANBURY (City 
of London): It was a 3} per cent. con- 
version, not a 4 per cent. loan. 


*Mr. ASQUITH: A 4 percent. interest, 
I understand, is a 4 per cent. loan. Now 
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the question I would like to put to the 
right hon. Gentleman or the hon. Baronet 
is, would he change places in regard to 
national credit with any other Govern- 
ment in the world ; would he, after three 
years of Liberal administration, change 
with any Government you like to mention, 
with France, Germany, the United States, 
or any other country? The people of this 


country are not in that state of anxiety | 


and disquietude which the imagination 
of the right hon. Gentleman attributes to 
them, for the reason that they live under 
a system of free trade and sound finance 
and the position of the country is solid 
and substantial. 


Mr. JESSE COLLINGS (Birmingham, 
Bordesley) : With much destitution. 


*Mr. ASQUITH: Measure it by any 
test you like, my proposition will com- 
mand general assent. The right hon. 
Gentleman said something about our 
national defence. There has been much 
criticism, and there has been ample 
opportunity afforded for it, upon the 
scheme for the reorganisation of our 
military forces by my right hon. friend 
the Secretary of State for War, and both 
inside and outside the House those 
criticisms have been met. Does the 
right hon. Gentleman mean to suggest, 
speaking with the authority that at- 
taches to the position of Leader of the 
Opposition, that our Navy is not in a 
position of unquestioned supremacy when 
compared with all the Navies in the 
world 2, Does he mean to suggest that 
we have allowed it to fall below that 
standard of efficiency which, by the 
consent of all parties, we ought to main- 
tain, and the necessity for which no one 
has asserted on behalf of the Govern- 
ment more strongly than myself during 
the session ? General vague insinuations 
are calculated to spread disquietude 
which cannot but produce evil impressions, 
false impressions, in foreign countries, 
and there is absolutely no foundation 
for saying that our Navy is not in a con- 
dition of first-rate efficiency, thoroughly 
adequate for the duties the interest of 
the Empire may require. Now I go 
back to the earlier part of the right hon. 
Gentleman’s speech. He has quoted 
some language I used in addressing 
my constituents, and I do not in the 
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least repent of what I then said—that 
one of the duties of the Liberal Party 
would be to restore the dignity and 
efficiency of the House of Commons. 
I think we have performed that duty. 
[‘* Hear, hear,’ and ‘Oh, oh.”] Ido not 
say this in any spirit of vainglorious- 
ness or self-complacency, and I ask any 
fair-minded man to look at what we 
have done and what we have left undone 
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| 
} 
| 
| 


| during the three sessions the Government 


have been in existence, and to compare 
these with any other three preceding years, 
and then judge by the comparison. The 
specific points raised by the right hon. 
Gentleman resolve themselves really into 
two. The first is, as he says, that we 
have not remedied the abuse to which 
I called attention in the speech from 
which he has quoted, the abuse of 
blocking motions which may prevent 
the discussion of matters of importance. 
Well, we have done much more than the 
right hon. Gentleman did ; we appointed 
a Committee for the purpose of inquiring 
into the practice, and I had the honour 
to preside over it. We discussed the 
subject exhaustively, and dealt with 
it in a unanimous Report which, sub- 
sequently, I embodied in a notice of 
Motion which has been before the House 
during the whole of the session. I never 
had any kind of from the 
right hon. Gentleman opposite that 
this Motion would meet with general 
acquiescence or certainly by this time 
it would have been a Standing Order of 
the House. I cannot, therefore, charge 
myself or the Government with any 
laxity in this matter; [am most anxious 
to see that reform speedily and with 
general consent introduced into our 
proceedings. And now I come to what, 
after all, is the gravamen of the charge 
against the Government as a_ whole, 
as distinguished from the administration 
of Ireland in particular—the manner 
in which we have dealt with Supply. 
I confess I listened with some astonish- 
ment to the right hon. Gentleman’s 
figures by which he sought to draw a 


assurance 


comparison between the amount of 
Supply undiscussed during his term 
of office and during our term. The 


figures do not in the least accord with 
those I have here recorded, I think, in 
authentic form from the journals of the 
‘House. I take the four years from 


3.Q 
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1904. In 1904 the total amount of the | shall be established between them and 
Votes discussed was £68,000,000; in| us, is still rather a dream of the future 
1905, the last year of office of the late than a realisation of the present. As a 
Government, £60,000,000; in 1906 it | matter of fact, no one knows better than 
was £111,000,000, and in 1907 the amount | the Chief Secretary that every administra- 
was £77,000,000. That there were very | tive act in Ireland is the subject of 
considerable items of Supply undisc ussed | |scrutiny from two prec isely opposite 
I agree, but on the comparison the record | points of view, and it is only when it is 
is most favourable to us in the last years possible with the aid of the Treasury to 
as compared with the preceding years. | | provide a measure which satisfies with a 
I do not suppose anyone—I do not sup- | | pecuniary solatium some Irish need, that 
pose the right hon. Gentleman himself— | there are smiles of approval both below 
will say that we can possibly under) and above the gangway. I have said 
modern conditions have the old condition | that I believe that we have done every- 
of things under which every item could | thing in our power to restore dignity to 
be discussed without regard to relative the House of Commons. It is not in 
importance. We never can return to| order to discuss legislation to-day, but 
that system, and the real test to apply | it must be remembered when reviewing 
to the conduct of the business of Supply | these matters that this House is not only 
by any particular Government is to ask | the critic of administration, but also an 
whether they have within the number | organ of legislation. I do not think it is 
of days allotted by the rule as far as pos- | irrelevant even to-day when vou are 
sible, submitted to the House, with the | considering whether the time of the 
opportunity for discussion, items of the | House has been usefully and fruitfully 
largest general interest, and subject spent, to say that by the time the House 
to the most adverse criticism. The adjourns, we shall have passed through 
right hon. Gentleman referred to the | the House in all their stages, no less than 
Education Vote. We should have been | thirty-three Government Bills. as well as 
perfectly prepared to submit that Vote | fifteen Bills introduced by private Mem- 
for discussion if from the Opposition, | bers. Let me say at once that I acknow- 
from the Irish Party, or from any con- | ledge to the full in regard to a considerable 
siderable section of the House there | number of those Government Bills which 
had come a desire for discussion. That were of a non-contentious character, 
the desire was not expressed was the | the thoroughly reasonable spirit in which 
sole reason why the Vote passed un-| we have been met, particularly at night 
discussed. The main charge of the| under conditions which possibly are 
right hon. Gentleman was in regard to Ire- | rather provoking, by many hon. and 
land. As I pointed out the other day, al- right hon. Gentlemen opposite. It would 
though two days were allotted, yet in one | not have been possible to have so large 
way and another Irish administration has | g legislative harvest unless there had been 
been discussed in Committee of Supply for ‘loyal co-operation on both sides of 
four and a half nights during the session. | the House in the attempt to carry through 
The speech of the right hon Gentleman | measures which tended to excite party 
has shown that it is competent for hon. passion. I acknowledge that in the 
Gentlemen to discuss it again to-day. I | fullest fashion, and I think that the House 
am not going to enter into the specific | may look back on five months of as really 
points which the right hon. Gentleman has | fruitful and effective legislative work 
raised, though they are serious points, | as any that has been carried in the annals 
and very worthy of consideration, but I | of Parliament. 

cannot allow to pass the suggestion that 
hon. Gentlemen who sit below the *Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, 
gangway on the other side come to the Oswestry) called attention to the action 
House as subordinate members of the! of the Board of Education with regard 
Liberal Party. They have a very odd|to the administration of the building 
way of showing their subordination, and grant made last year under the Appro- 
I think that the halcyon time in which, priation Act. He did not think any- 
I shall not say, co-operation, but co-|one would contend that it was com- 
ordination, in political efforts and aims, petent for the Board of Education to 

Mr, Asquith, 
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make regulations to override the pro- 
visions of an Act of Parliament pre- 


viously passed by that House. He 
reminded the House of Mr. Justice 


Channell’s judgment that the Board of 
Education decision could only be final 
as to conditions not directly imposed by 
Act of Parliament. That showed very 
plainly that the Board was not empowered 
to make regulations which were 
trary to a clause in a previous Act of 
Parliament. But in order to make quite 
sure that that was not going to be done 
he asked the then Minister of Education, 
now the First Lord of the Admiralty, 
a question on the subject, and on 6th 
February this year he replied in the 
following terms 


con- 


“It is proposed to make grants for building 
schools, but the Board will take care that the 
section which the hon. Member quotes (18 (1) (¢) 
of Act, 1902) is not contravened.” 


Section 18 of the Act of 1902, he said, 
provided that a county council should 
charge such portion as they thought 
fit, not being less than half or more than 
three-fourths, of any expense incurred 
by them in respect of capital expenditure 
in the parish or parishes which in the 
opinion of the council were served by a 
new school. It was perfectly clear from 
that that there was no for a 
county council but to charge something 
between a half and three-quarters in the 
parish; but there were cases in which 
this had not been carried out. He 
could quote cases in which not only the 
Act, but the specific undertaking of the 
Minister of Education, had not been 
carried out. At Pontfadog in Denbigh- 
shire there was a school which had re- 
ceived a grant which covered the whole 
cost of the new building. There were 
other schools, too, in which the grant had 
been given in such a manner as to relieve 
the local ratepavers of any charge. In 


choice 
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(lamorganshire the county council agreed | 


to pay their share and that the whole of 
the parish share should be taken out 


| 
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Welsh Secretary to the Board of Education 
himself resided, and, therefore, the cir- 
cumstances must have come to his 
notice, both officially and privately. 
Another point of which he complained 
was that the inquiries made when ob- 
jections had been lodged had been one- 
sided. and perfunctory. He could quote 
many cases, but he would only mention 
that of the school at Llandaff. About 
two and a half years before this grant 
was made there had been a proposal 
there to build two new but 
suddenly without giving any fresh notice, 
although previous notice had been given 
of these schools, the Board of Education 
decided to build another school in a 
different place for a different class of 
people, but they gave no notice under 
the section of the Act of 1902, which re- 
quired that they should do so in order 
that ratepayers opposed to the proposal 
should have an opportunity of objecting. 
Now a grant had been made of £1,000 to 
that school, although none of the formali- 
ties under the Act had been followed 
out. There were other cases in which 
the Board, of Education had not held in- 
quiries and heard, or attempted to hear, 
what was to be said on the other side. 
He hoped that in the distribution of the 
£40,000 building grant for this year the 
Education Acts would not be over-ridden 
by the Board of Education, and that both 
sides would be fairly heard. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


schools, 


Another complaint he had to make 
was against the composition of the 
Departmental Committee on half timers 
at school. This was a question which 
intimately concerned the agricultural 


interest—and affected that interest 
perhaps more than any other. But 
there was no adequate representa- 


tion of agriculture on the Committee. 
He had been told in answer to a question 
that Lord Clifford of Chudleigh was put 
on to represent agriculture 


not 
the 


enough. He 
noble Lord 


that was 
doubt that 


But 
had no 


of the grant given by the Treasury. | would be an admirable member of that 
He contended that that was absolutely | (ommittee ; but, however excellent he 


illegal. The building grant was paic 
to the local authority and the local 
authority had no choice but to charge 


from one-half to three-fourths on the | culture. 


| 


| 


might be he was bound to say that his 


| Lordship was a representative of the 


Roman Catholics rather than of agri- 
He observed that on reading 


parishconcerned. In this particular case | his life that he was a Count of the Holy 
it happened to be the parish in which the | Roman Empire and, therefore, he was 


3 Q 2 
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on the Committee as representative of 
the Roman Catholic schools. What he 
wanted to impress on the right hon. 
Gentleman was that this was a question 
of the most vital importance to people 
interested in agriculture. An enormous 
number of schools were affected by 
this question of half-time and it was 
perfectly absurd to appoint a Committee 
on which one noble Lord could be said 
to be the only person to represent agri- 
culture. He looked at the composition of 
the Committee and found that the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Board of Educa- 
tion was to be Chairman, but he repre- 
sented London and Glasgow. Lord 
Stanley of Alderley represented the 
view of the old work done on the London 
School Board. Then came the hon. 
Member for Scarborough ; Mr. Lindsell, 
the Secretary to the Board of Education, 
who was bound to be on it; Mr. Bell- 
house, Factory Inspector; Mr. 
Secretary to the Weavers’ Amalgamation 
in the Northern Counties ; Mr. T. Garnett, 
of Manchester ; Mr. Allen Gee, Hudders- 
field, Secretary of Union of Weavers: 
Mr. Oldroyd, of Dewsbury, who was, 
no doubt, very well known to the right 
hon. Gentleman, and Mr. Sykes of the 
Board of Education, Secretary. If this 
had been a Committee to inquire into 
the position of the children of operatives 
who weavers in Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, or of the condition of children 
of people living in London it might 
have been a very fair Committee, but 
he contended that it was a most narrow, 
partial, and Committee to 


Cross, 


were 


one-sided 


consider this great question. Three 
counties only were represented, and 


Lord Clifford of Chudleigh had to re- 
present the rest of England. The 
hon. Member for West Cambridgeshire 
the other day also took the view that 
the Committee was thoroughly bad and 
partial ; and he agreed that the reference 
to the Committee was most unsatis- 
factory. That hon. Member asked a 
question as to whether it was possible, 
owing to the terms of reference, to take 
evidence on the advisability of extending 
the exemption as well as curtailing it, 
but the right hon. Gentleman without 
much consideration said no. Now, it 
seemed to him that the terms of the 
reference were quite incompatible with 
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gave. Here was the second paragraph of 
the reference— 

“To consider the practical effects of legisla. 
tion providing for the abolition or restriction 
of half-time employment upon industries and 
wage-earning and upon educational organisation. 
and expenditure.” 

And the third paragraph said— 

**'To report whether, and to what extent, in 
view of these considerations, it is desirable to 
amend the law by raising the age at which partial 
exemption from attendance at public elementary 
schools is to be permitted, or by raising the 
minimum age for total exemption concurrently 
with affording facilities for partial exemption.” 
The reference was purely one-sided. It 
allowed evidence to be taken as to the 
desirability of still further raising the 
age at which half-time or whole-time 
exemption was permissible, but it ex- 
cluded evidence on the other side, 
Speaking for an agricultural constituency 
and resenting very much the way in which 
aguiculture was treated in the matter of 
education and its special representation 
on the Committee, he maintained that it 
Was most important to consider this 
whole question—not only from the 
point of view of raising the age limit, but 
also of lowering it. If it was desired to 
do something in the least satisfactory for 
education in the agricultural districts the 
proper course was to be more free with 
regard to exemption in day schools and 
put the age still lower, the continuation 
of study in evening schools being relied on 
to make good the deficiency at a later 
age. The boy would thus be able to keep 
in his head what he had learnt and 
would be induced to take an interest for 
himself in learning. He firmly believed 
that that was the proper way of solving 
the difficulty in the agricultural districts. 
But if this Committee was going to be 
guided in its decisions by hon. Gentlemen 
none of whom knew anything about the 
conditions of agriculture, he thought there 
Was 2 danger of the interests of agriculture 
being neglected altogether. He hoped 
that it was not too late to urge upon the 
right hon. thet he should 
alter the composition of the Committee 
and also the terms of reference so as to 
give the highest interests of agriculture 
a chance of being considered. 


Gentleman 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE: 


|LAND (Mr. Brrrewt, Bristol, N.) said 


the answer the right hon. Gentleman | he only desired to intervene for a moment 


Mr Bridgeman. 
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between his right hon. friend the Minister 
for Education and the hon. Member for 
Oswestry in order to offer a few observa- 
tions on one of the subjects referred to 
by the Leader of the Opposition, No 
one fwould be surprised that the 
right hon. Gentleman had _ availed 
himself. of the opportunity which the 
Second Reading of this Bill gave 
hin if he had anything to say 
about Ireland and the Government of 
Ireland. So far as he was personally 
concerned, he would have been very glad 
if a third day had been allotted to Irish 
Supply. The present occasion did not, 
he admitted, afford the opportunity 
of discussion which the gravity of the 
subject deserved. He was glad the Leader 
of the Opposition in his criticism that 
dav had not referred to a matter which 
he or, at all events, the hon. Members 
behind him had referred to previously, 
He meant the suggestion that he regarded 
the present state of Ireland as other thin 
very grave in many of its aspects. He 
had been accused of flippaney and levity 
and other qualities which, if he really 
showed them, he deeply regretted, for 
he could honestly say that the burden 
of his office pressed always very heavily 
upon him. Naturally he resented the 
language often emploved giving the 
impression that the whole of Ireland was 
in a terrible state—language used by 
speakers, some of whom ought to know 
better, and some only excuse 
wes their ignorance. It was his bounden 
duty to try to preserve the perspective 
in this case, and prevent anybody from 
being led to a wrong conclusion. There- 


whe S€ 


fore he might have sometimes used 
language which, to people who had 


their attention concentrated on one 
part of the country, might have 
seemed a little strange. More- 
over, he was not alwavs correctly 


reported. He had been reported, for 
instance, as saying that Ireland was a 
cheerful land, when what he said was that 
Ireland was inhabited by a cheerful 
people. So far as he followed them the 
figures given by the right hon. Gentle- 
man appeared to be perfectly accurate. 
He did not deny that during the last 
twelve months there had been a lament- 
able increase in certain kinds of crime 
and of offences in certain parts of Ireland. 
He did not endeavour to withhold 
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information as to the real facts of the 
case. No doubt there had been a very 
reprehensible increase in a kind of crime 
in Ireland, but in some respects the crime 
and outrage were connected with circum- 
stances which were not entirely agrarian 
in the ordinary sense of the word. They 
arose out of lamentable disputes between 
the occupants of land who were dissatis- 
fied with the allotments made to them 
by the Estates Commissioners. That 
was a very terrible thing; there were 
sometimes incidents of great violence, 
and one case, he regretted to say, re- 
sulted in actual murder. These incidents 
could not be altogether avoided, and he 
was happy to say that the ordinary law 
was quite sufficient to deal with them. 
They arose from the passion for the 
land. They arose from the fact that 
these poor people had very little to 
think of except the land ; they exaggera- 
ted its importance enormously ; and if 
one person obtained a rather better 
piece than his neighbour it often led to 
lamentable disputes. The Government 
were able to say, almost for the first time 
in the history of the agrarian question in 
Ireland, that they were able to trace to 
its source this recrudescence of unlawful 
acts. Were it not for the passion of 
the people in Galway and Roscommon 
and other counties to get possession of 
the grasslands, Ireland would be extra- 
ordinarily free at the present time from 
anything that could be called agrarian 
outrage. The intimidation which ‘ook 
place—the firing into houses, a most 
detestable and cowardly form of inti- 
midation—was almost always traceable 
to the question of the grasslands. It 
was in order to exercise intimidation 
upon graziers and other persons in 
possession of these lands, or persons who 
worked for the graziers, that these 
lamentable and cowardly acts were 
resorted to. It was surely a circum- 
stance worthy of the consideration of 
the House at any time that they had 
traced to its source the origin of the 
increased disturbances in Ireland. It 
was owing to this desire to get the grass- 





lands. For some time the policy of 
lincluding grasslands within the purview 
‘of any purchase Bill was much disputed. 
But he could not overlook the fact that 
|the Royal Commission presided over by 
Lord Dudley, and having among its 
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members Sir Antony MacDonnell, now 
Lord MacDonnell, Sir Francis Mowatt, 
Sir John Colomb, a relative of a prede- 
cessor of his, and two others, one of 
whom was a Member of Parliament, 
and all of whom were well acquainted 
with the question, had held inquiries 
all over treland, particularly in the 
West. They had put something like 
60,000 questions to witnesses from all 
parts of the country, and a great part 
of their inquiry had been directed to the 
very question, aye or 10, in the interests 
of these people in the West of Ireland, 
was it or was it not desirable that these 
lands should be immediately taken up 
and distributed for the relief of con- 
gestion amongst the people who so 
anxiously needed them. That was a ques- 
tion on which the attention of Ireland 
had been fixed for the last eighteen 
months or two years, and all this evi- 
dence had been reported verbatim in 
the Irish newspapers, and read with the 
utmost eagerness in every market 
in freland. He had been called upon 
to listen over and over again to the 
treading of the evidence of some of the 
witnesses. All of it had apparently 
been committed to heart, and it seemed 
almost the dearest possession of the 
people. The excitement and interest 
occasioned by thet Commission all over 
Ireland could not be exaggerated. What 
had happened? The Commission had 
reported in favour of this very thing, 
namely, the handing over of the grass- 
lands to the people. They would say to 
him: ‘* Are you, as an honest man and 
a lawyer, attempting for a single moment 
to justify lawless and improper acts 
simply because the Commission, after 
giving all its attention to the subject, has 
come to the conclusion that these poor 
people were right, not in their method 
but in their desires?” Of course he 
answered, ‘‘ Nothing of the kind.” One 
regarded with horror every act of vio- 
lence; but still let them be honest in 
the matter, and have regard to 
the whole past history of Irish land 
legislation. They had by their Irish land 
legislation inevitably done a great deal 
to demoralise these very people. They 
could not deny it. It was most painful 
to witness going on, month after month, 
and year after year, this undoubted 
demoralisation in the minds of the people, 


Mr, Biri eil. 
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simply and solely because they had got 
the idea ingrained in their minds that 
this House and country stood behind 
them with the determination to divide 
the land of Ireland, agricultural and 
pastoral, in those parts where congestion 
existed, amongst the people who desired 
it, in order that they and their families 
might not have to drift away to America 
or elsewhere, but that they might live, 
thrive, and work in the country to which 
they were so deeply attached. That 
demoralisation showed itself very clearly 
in two ways which he deeply deplored. 
The people of every district disregarded 
now the desire to relieve their poorer 
brethren in the congested districts, and 
looked upon this grazing land, when it 
was divided, as peculiarly their own, 
as something which was to be theirs, 
and they showed no disposition whatever 
to allow poor people from a distance to 
have economic holdings eut out of the 
land. He deplored that demoralisation, 
and, though he did not know much about 
the Irish people, he knew a little about 
the English and Scottish people, and all 
he could say was that in both England 
and Scotland, under the same conditions, 
in his opinion, the demoralisation would 
have beer. much greater than it was in 
Ireland at the present moment. They 
said, and he might assume that it was 
true, “ This increase of crime, of acts 
of violence, and acts of intimidation 
which you so eloquently deplore, assum- 
ing that it is true that in the main they 
are attributable to the desire of the 
people to get the grass lands, does that 
in any way acquit you from the obliga- 
tion of seeing to it that by every means 
in your power you suppress and punish 
these acts of illegality?’’ He quite 
agreed that it was the duty of the 
Executive Government to do the best that 
it could to maintain the law, but he 
claimed the right to consider whether 
or not in the long run he was not best 
serving the interests of law and order 
by the exercise of the ordinary law to 
put down crime, and so enlisting on 
his side the forces and sympathies of 
public opinion, rather than by resorting 
to methods which would undoubtedly 
excite pain and indignation in Ireland and 
might very likely lead to far worse results. 
The whole ergument of the Opposition 
wes that thev wished to pin him down te 
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the Crimes Act, and they said: “ Unless 
you put that Act into force you are 
guilty of cowardice”; but he did not 
agree with that, and he was not at all 
dissatisfied with the results of hiv adminis- 
tration so faras that went. Cattle- 
driving, as an indictable offence, in asso- 
ciation with acts of violence and unlawfvl 
assembuies, had largely ceased to exist. 
Cattle-drives had been very frequent ; 
they were diminishing in number now. 
ast week there were only seven, the 
week before, and the week before that, 
thirteen. Of course, it might be said by 
hon. Gentlemen opposite that this was 
what might be expected in these par- 
ticular months, when they might look to 
see cattle-driving decreasing in numbers. 
There might be something in that, but 
he knew that the fact was that it was 
decreasing at the present moment. He 
had said that for some time cattle-driving 
had not been associated with acts of 
violence or unlawful assemblies, but it 
had become an offence extraordinarily 
difficult to deal with, because it was done 
at night, and no trace could be dis- 
covered by the police, with all their 
ingenuity, of the persons who committed 
these offences. Though cattle-driving 
had ceased to be anything so large as it 
was, it had become exceedingly difficult 
to trace. He was always being asked 
questions about cattle-drives and what 
arre ts had been made. He had been 
compelled to answer that there had been 


cattle raids, and that no arrests had been | 


made, and the reason was that they 
did not know whom to arrest, and 
neither the provisions of the Crimes Act 
nor any other method of legislation would 
enable them to bring people to justice 
unless they could catch them. For the 
most part the cattle-drives which were 


now being made were being conducted | 


1 conditions of secrecy at night, and 
were not easily discovered. Therefore, 
it was not altogether fair to say that if 
he were to avail himself of the benefits 
of the permanent legislation of the other 
side, and suspended trial by jury, and 
placed the administration of these things 
in the hands of two resident magistrates 
he would thereby secure a larger number 
of convictions. A good deal of ridicule 
had been poured on the system of 
arresting those persons who had been 
identified, bringing them up before the 
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magistrates, and binding them over to 
keep the peace. He did not agree at all 
with the view that that was a useless 
proceeding ; on the contrary, he had the 
authority of several inspectors of police 
that very good results had followed from 
it. He did not believe there were half-a- 
dozen instances of persons who had 
entered into these recognisances and 
taken part in subsequent cattle-drives. 
It was an entire mistake to suppose that 
these cattle-drivers were reprobate and 
idle persons; for the most part, he 
regretted to say, they were the sons of 
respectable farmers, stalwart, voung men, 
only too well able to look after themselves. 


Mr LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.) : 
How is the right hon. Gentleman aware 
that the cattle-drivers are of the class 
he describes? A minute or two ago 
the right hon. Gentleman told us that 
they were not known. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that hundreds of 
them were bound over to keep the peace, 
and with those he was acquainted. An 





enormous number of cattle-drives were 
|reported, and entered in the annals 
land statistics of indictable offences, 
| and a great many persons who had taken 
| part in them were not known. There- 
| fore he only based his argument on those 
| he did know, and they were a class of 
persons who for the most part kept their 
|word. Therefore he would continue 
the use of his present weapon which, 
| though perhaps rusty, was possibly the 
|most effective for putting down the 
offence without doing that which might 
lead to far more serious consequences 
if they resorted to legislation outside 
}of the ordinary law. Although the 
; Weapon might not be considered the 
| most effective, it was not by any means 
fear Sona, 

| ineffectual, and it had done a great 
| deal of good. He was glad to notice that 


'cattle-driving had declined in the past 
few weeks, although he knew that this 
was not the time when it occurred most 
frequently. Still, he was not without 
hope that when the winter time came 
the method they had adopted—-though 
he admitted it had tried their patience 
to the utmost—might prove to have 
more permanent results in securing 
the peace of the neighbourhood than 
if they had suspended the ordinary 
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law and handed over the liberty of! been worse to-day than he had reason 
hundreds of people to two resident |to believe they now were. He was, 


magistrates. At all events that was 
the view that he took of the case. 


He could not admit, even on the figures, 
that the increase of offences was of an 
alarming character, though he quite 
agreed that it was profoundly to be 
deplored. The figures were not of a 
kind to lead anyone to abandon hope 
as to the course they were endeavour- 
ing to pursue. Complaint was made 
of the increase of the police. That was, 
he confessed, the most melancholy feature 
of the case. He had been obliged to in- 
crease enormously the number of the 
police in consequence of the necessity 
of watching great areas of sparsely popu- 
lated country. Half the loss fell on the 
Treasury, and the other half on the 
cofinty, and certainly nothing had pained 
him more than the fact that, while he 
was struggling to get money for the 
higher education of Ireland, struggling for 
a few thousands of pounds for the annual 
endowment of a college, he should have 
been obliged, simply in consequence 
of this stupid, as well as wrong, policy, 
to cast on the taxpavers of this country. 
as well as of Irish counties, themselves 
already heavily overburdened, a further 
burden amounting to many thousands a 
vear. It was a lamentable feature of the 
situation that he should have been com- 
pelled to impose this heavy burden on the 
English, Welsh, Scottish, and Irish tax- 
pavers. He lamented it from the bottom 
of his heart, but he still said, in spite of 
the shortcomings of his policy, in spite 
of the figures which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had quoted, he believed that at 
the present moment he stood in a 
better position for the future maintenance 
of law and order in Ireland than if, 
adopting the policy of the Party opposite, 
he had made war on the people of Ireland, 
in spite of the protestations of the Liberal 
Party that they would do all that they 
could for as long as they could to govern 
them according to the ordinary law. 
He believed that he had been right in 
the policy he had adopted. If he had 
followed any other policy he was con- 
vinced that instead of being better, the 
situation would have become worse. 
The temper and the disposition of the 
Trish people, even in those disturbed 
portions of the country, would have 


Mr. Birrell. 


( 





at any rate, not going to abandon hope, 
and he certainly thought that he was 


‘entitled to make an appeal to the Irish 


people and to the Irish leaders to exercise 
such influence as they could on the 
population, for whom everyone must have 
profound sympathy, properly to guide 


and control their action. He hoped 
each would exercise such influence 


as he had, to whatever ; arty in the State 
he might belong, to see to it that these 
people were told what their duties were 
both to God and to their neighbours, 
that they should not have to lament 
the excellent land legislation which he 
hoped to see carried through by others, 
if not by himself, and that there shou'd 
be no cause to regret that they had 
introduced that policy because of the 
demoralisation in some few parts of the 
country. 


M>. WALTER LONG (Dublin. 8.) No 
one will accuse the right hon. Gentle- 
man of trifling with the position of affairs 
in Ireland, but when he asks us to realise 
that he treats it gravely and seriously, and 
tells us that suggestions to the contrary 
vex him, he must, I think, remember 
that there has been no small provocation 
for the adoption of a view like that. He 
cannot forget that more than once he 
himself has poured ridicule and contempt 
upon Members on this side of the House 
for doing that which he had been obliged 
to refer to to-day, viz. bringing before 
Parliament facts and figures the accuracy 
of which he has never heen able to dis- 
pute. I do not wonder that the right 
hon. Gentleman claims in the first place 
his right as Chief Secretary to decide for 
himself what is the Government policy. 
Nobody disputes his right, but he cannot 
dispute our right to judge of his policy, 
not by his own statements, not by his 
own expressions of hope, not by his own 
opinions, but by the actual results which 
have followed from that policy. The 
Chief Secretary told us in his closing and 
most eloquent sentences that he believed 
the condition of Ireland would be worse 
to-day than it is in these parts of Ireland 
to which I have referred, if he hid 
adopted a different policy; but what 
justification has the Chief Secretary for 
that view? He will find no justification 
in the previous history of the country or 
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in the previous administration of his 
predecessors 
diate predecessor, when they came to 
Dublin Castle, said they found Ireland in 
a condition of peace which had not been 
equalled for many years. That state of 
affairs had been brought about by an 
administration of the law which was abso- 
lutely equal as between man and man. 
The Chief Secretary says he is not alto- 
gether dissatisfied with the results of his 
policy, but, if that be so, he must be 
satistied with very small results indeed. 
My right hon. friend called attention to 
the increase in the number of offences, 
especially the use of firearms, the gravest 
and surest indication of serious unrest in 
those parts of the country where the 
particular crime is committed. My right 
hon. friend also called attention to the 
increase of police, and although the Chief 
Secretary started with a condition of 
things so satisfactory that he and his 
predecessor constantly alluded to it 
in their speeches, he is bound to 
admit here to-day that he has had 
to increase the number of police in 
the counties because of the condition of 
unrest in which he finds them. Can 
it be urged that it is 
unfair of us to arraign him and 
his administration when facts of that kind 
are put before Parliament and _ the 
country ? 
to trace this condition of things to the 
passion for land in Ireland. But that 
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unjust or, 


The Chief Secretary went on | 


has been the fact in Ireland ever since | 


the country existed. The passion for 
the land is the oldest, and in 
respects perhaps the saddest, story in 
Ireland, and does the Chief Secretary or 


anybody believe that, if the people in | 


Ireland believe, as they will believe, if 
his policy continues, that all they have got 


some | 


to do is to support their desire for land | 


by crime and misconduct and that their | 
desires will be met by Parliament—does | 
he believe that the consequences to Ireland | 
the gravest possible | 


will not be of 
description ! Is anybody so foolish as to 
believe that they can curb the desires of 
the various classes in Ireland? Hon. 
Gentlemen opposite surely know that 
even now there are signs in Ireland of a 
desire to share in the benefits hitherto 
conferred solely upon the farmers. Are 
you going to teach them, because they 
have a hunger for something, that if they 
want to get it they are to follow the 
example of those who are breaking the 
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| law now because, as the Chief Secretary 
He himself, and his imme- | 


says, they not altogether unnaturally 
desire to get the land for themselves ? 
The Chief Secretary told us that he was 
urged by hon. Gentlemen on this side of 
the House and by the Unionist Party in 
Ireland to suspend the ordinary law and 
to put the extraordinary law into force. 
The remarkable part of that extraordinary 
law is that when it was passed by my 
right hon. friend, some parts of it were 
made to depend upon proclamations by 
the Government, but some parts were 
made a part of the ordinary statute law 
requiring no proclamation of any kind 
whatever; and what we have urged on 
the Chief Secretary is not that he should 
proclaim districts, or use those parts of 
the Act which must be preceded by pro- 
clamation, but that he should make full 
use of the general law; until he has 
done that, he cannot claim that he has 
done everything in his power to put 
down lawlessness and disorder. He told 
us that cattle-driving was not so very 
grave an offence as some people believed 
it to be. He said it was abominable and 
objectionable, but he pointed out that 
eattle-driving is indulged in by men 
among whom were small farmers and 
people of some substance, that in many 
cases it was not accompanied by brutal 
treatment either of human beings or 
of the animals themselves, and that 
therefore in many cases it was not so 
brutal as it was represented to be on this 


side of the House. The question of the 
degree of brutality has nothing to do 


with the commission of this particular 
offence. At first we were told that this 
cattle-driving was directed against tenants 
who occupied grazing land only, and that, 
at the beginning of the outbreak of cattle- 
driving, it was only the graziers that 
were attacked ; but it did not take long 
before the lesson taught in the beginning 
was learnt and applied in other cases, 
and it has long ceased to be the case that 
eattle-driving is applied only to graziers. 
Many “drives” now take place on the 
farms cf tenant farmers, not men of 
wealth, and it is inevitable, if it is 
allowed in the one case, that it will follow 
in the other, and as it goes on, it will 
become more and more difficult to put 
down. The Chief Secretary told us it is 
dying down already, but it was only in 
the debates raised at the beginning of 
| this session in February that we were 
‘told exactly the same story. Many of 
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us who kaow something of the cattle 
trade in [reland, believe that the reasous 
which led to the reduction in the number 
of cases then had nothing on earth to do 
with the application of the law, but had 
solely to do with the conditions of the 
trade itself. I believe that is the reason 
now, but at all events, we know that the 
same hopes were indulged in in February, 
and dashed to the ground in April and 
May, and the same hopes being indulged 
in in July will, unless the law be enforced, 
he dashed to the ground in November 
and December. We must, said the Chief 
Secretary, legislate in order to remove 
this congestion. By all means. I have 
never concealed my view that if there be 
a grievance which legislation will remove, 
by all means take every chance to pass 
your legislation, and do justice to the 
country ; but at the same time that you 
are carrying remedial legislation, you 
must first of all enforce the law without 
any fear or favour as between man and 
man. The Chief Secretary told us 
pathetically that he knew too little of 
the land question in Ireland, and that 
during his tenure of office he had been 
unable to do more than study it in 
parts. I am sure he will find that 
any Act of Parliament, based even upon 
the remarkable recommendations of the 
Congestion Commission—and when he 
quoted Lord Dudley and Lord Mac- 
Donnell, the late Under-Secretary for 
Ireland, surely he forgets that those 
gentlemen have all got recommendations 
of their own, and that the Report of that 
Commission is not one united Report. 


Mr. BIRRELL. 
grass lands. 


It is united as to the 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Only on one 
point. But the Chief Secretary forgets 
that he is dealing with congestion where 
it creates a desire for land. He must 
know that in proportion to the people 
whom you have demanding grass land, 
and who are now dissatisfied, the amount 
of grass land available, even if you took 
the whole of it, would not serve to go 


round more than one-tenth of them. 
Legislation dealing with congestion 


does not meet the case, because you 
cannot by legislation make land. You 
can take it away from those who have it 
and give it to others, but you cannot 
make fresh land. That is beyond even 


the power of a Radical Government, and 
Mr. Waiter Long. 
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if you let it be thought for a moment that 
the desire for land and the miseries which 
arise from congestion justify in any 
degree the commission of these offences, 
and that you will proceed to treat them 
rather by reforms than by punishment, 
you will go on getting this kind of thing 
steadily increasing as it has done during 
the last three years. Do the Chief 
Secretary and the Irish Government 
believe that under the Evicted Tenants 
Act they are going to remove all 
the difficulties which have arisen in 
connection with the evicted tenants 
question ? Whereas it is only possible to 
find accommodation for a few hundreds, 
applications have been made on the part 
of thousands. While you can only hope 
to deal with a limited number as the 
Chief Secretary has tried to do, you 
have an enormous number of those 
people still clamouring to be treated in 
this way, still demanding land and 
demanding to be put back on_ their 
farms, and none of these demands can 
be met. It is impossible by legisla- 
tion ever to deal with unrest in Ireland. 
Unless you make it clearly understood 
that you are whole-heart«d and deter- 
mined in your enforcement of the law, 
agitation will go on and increase as it 
has been doing during recent months. 
The Chief Secretary told us that he was 
entitled not only to decide as between 
the two courses open to him, but that he 
was ontitled to be judged fairly by his 
critics. Of course he is. But, on the 
other hand, we are entitled to ask whether 
the law has been enforced in such a way 
as is likely to make the people believe you 
are in earnest. But you have prosecuted 
the followers and left out the leader. 
What would be the effect. produced here 
in England if, in the case of riots led by 
people who were well known, and by 
their position were entitled to lead their 
fellows, the prosecution was directed 
against those who followed and those who 
led were left out altogether? The same 
effect would be produced as is produced 
in Ireland, and until you make up your 
mind without fear or favour to prose- 
cute and punish, so far as you can, 
those who are responsible, not only 
as followers, but as leaders, in the com- 
mission of these offences, you will have, 
whatever may be your intentions—and 
nobody denies that they are good—the 
same sorry tale to tell that you have had 
to tell to-day, viz., to admit that every 
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one of these statements is correct, that the | this kind on the Second Reading of the 


increase in crime is as stated, that you | Appropriation Bill. 


It is quite obvious 


have had to add to your proclamations} that there are many Members of the 


more counties, and that you are obliged 
to appeal to friends and* opponents to 


| 


help you in a task which you have found | 
greater than you are able to accomplish. | 


The Chief “Secretary went on to 
make an appeal to all parties in Ireland. 
I venture to say, and I am speaking with 
some knowledge of what I am talking 
about, that in that portion of Ulster from 
which the majority of the 
representatives come, and who generally 
side with us on this side of the House, 
there has been, especially during the last 
year or two, a steadfast and an honest 
attempt to do that which would tend to 
the general peace and quiet of the 
country, to support the Government in 
their effurts to maintain peace on those 
difficult occasions when there is risk 
of collision between Orangemen and 
Nationalists, an honest attempt to prevent 
disorder and bloodshed. I can promise 
the Chief Secretary that so far as those 
for whom I am entitled to speak are con- 
cerned, there will be every assistance 
given to him and his Government in any 
effort they make to maintain the law. 
The Chief Secretary urgei just now 
that he ought not to be charged with 
treating with levity the great question 
of the government of Ireland. There 
are many men in Ireland, not_ poli- 
ticians, but honest citizens, farmers, 
landowners, and tradesmen, who be- 
lieve that by hon. Gentlemen on the 
opposite side of the House, whatever may 
he the position of the Chief Secretary, 
the claims we make on behalf of Ireland 
are treated, if not with levity, at all 
events with contempt. We contend 
that every statement we have made has 
heen admitted to be correct by the 
Chief Secretary. He admits that his 
record is unsatisfactory, but he says it 
will be worse if he does other things. We 
say that that is not the opinion of Ireland. 
We say that when you have fairly ad- 
ministered the law between all classes of 
the people without fear or favour the 
result has always been a diminution in 
crime and an increase in the prosperity 
of the people and those very results, peace 
ind happiness, which the Chief Secretary 
and his predecessors found in Ireland 
when they sueceeded a Unionist Chief 


Unionist | 


Secretary and a Unionist Administration, | 


it is impossible to carry on a debate of 


House who want to talk about other 
questions and the time at our disposal is 
very limited. I accept the statement of 
the Chief Secretary that he would have 
been glad to be allowed to have his Vote 
discussed, but I think it is little 
short of a public scandal that questions of 
this magnitude, affecting the happiness of 
a considerable section of His Majesty’s 
subjects, should be so _ inadequately 
and so insufficiently discussed. We have 
raised the discussion not because we 
want to delay the business of the House, 
but because this is the only occasion on 
which we can put before the House what 
we believe to be the true situation in 
Ireland, and upon which we can voice 
our conviction that those who are respon- 
sible for Irish Government have lament- 
ably failed in the discharge of their 
primary duty. 


Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR (Liverpool, 
Scotland) said that obviously he could not 
let the speech to which they had just 
listened pass without a word of reply 
from the point of view represented by 
his hon. friends and himself. He would 
have been glad if there had been more 
time to take some notice of the speech 
of the Leader of the Opposition. With 
great fairness the right hon. Gentleman, 
before he came to describe the atrocities 
of his successors in the employment of 
the guillotine, made a confession of 
the atrocities of himself and his own 
Government. He said that in the 
session of 1904 there were £31,000,000 
of money voted without discussion, and 
in 1905 £50,000,000. He could have 
shown to his heart’s content that his 
successors had voted even much larger 
sums under the guillotine without ad- 
vancing his cause. The right hon. 
Gentleman was distinguished from those 
who had succeeded him by the fact 
that he had no remedy for the present 
state of things, and that the present 
Government had a remedy. Was there 
a man in the House who did not 
know that the process of closure, 
reaching its ultimate form of violence 
in the guillotine, was going to 
on from year to year, augmented 
by every successive Government, until in 
the end they might come to the time 
when practically free discussion, in the 
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old sense of the word, would have en- 
tirely disappeared ? What was the real 
root of all this? Was it the wicked- 
ness of one Government or of another ? 
Was it because the Tories were wicked 
and the Liberals more wicked still? 
When either a Liberal or a Conservative 
used that language in Opposition he had 
his tongue in his cheek. When the 
Oppcsition became the Government they 
would employ the guillotine, and when 
the Government became the Opposition 
they would denounce it. The real root 
of the whole thing was that the Imperial 
Parliament was trying to do not merely 
the great work of the nation and the 
Empire at large, but work which ought 
to be left to local bodies in England, 
Wales, and Scotland, as well as Ireland. 
It was something like irony that the 
Leader of the Opposition, himself a 
Scotsman, should use the same figures as 
to Supply voted under the guillotine as 
an argument in favour of the stutus quo 
that he (Mr. O'Connor) used to prove 
that Parliament had broken down in its 
work of Imperial control of its finances 
and as an argument for transferring to a 
Scottish Assembly the adequate, wise 
discussions of purely Scottish affairs. 
He had heard with alarm the statement 
of the right hon. Gentleman that in his 
opinion this Parliament had lost real 
control over the expenditure of the 
country. According to his theory the 
only reason the House now discussed the 
Estimates was that the discussion of 
Estimates gave them an opportunity for 
the discussion of policy. Of course, that 
was one of the great purposes and 
functions of discussions in Supply. But 
he was sure the people of this country 
would be alarmed and astounded if they 
could realise the meaning of the words of 
the man who for fifteen years was the 
leader, almost the dictator, of their great 
representative assembly, when he said that 
under the present system the House of 
Commons had practically lost all. control 
over the expenditure of the country. 
Those were general questions, and he had 
no right to stand between the House and 
other hon. Members who wished to ad- 
dress it. 
the right hon. Gentleman who had just 
sat down, he stated that he was in favour 
of legislation for the purpose of dealing 
with the problem of congestion in Ire- 
land and he was glad to hear that pledge. 


Mr. T. P. O'Connor. 
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Mr. WALTER LONG said he did iiot 
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pledge himself to anything. What he 
said was that he was in favour and always 
had been of removing any grievance in 
Ireland. . 


Me. T. P. O}CONNOR said that con- 
gestion happened to be the serious ques 
tion at the present moment, and he 
inferred that the right hon. Gentleman 
had that in mind. He was sure the right 
hon. Gentleman would not take anything 
like a factious opinion in dealing with 
grievances which were admitted by all 
parties in this House. The theory of 
the right hon. Gentleman was that if 
there was disorder and crime in Ireland 
there was only one way of dealing with 
it, and that was by putting into operation 
certain portions of what the right hon. 
Gentleman would call the Crimes Act, 
but what he preferred to call the Coercion 
Act. He objected to the employment of 
the word “ crime” in this connection. The 
right hon. Gentleman had committed him- 
self to the statement that there was not 
a single statement of fact with regard to 
Ireland brought forward by himself and 
his friends which had not been fully con- 
firmed. That was an astonishing phrase. 
He had claimed that a general case had 
been made out, but what was that general 
case? He did not mean during the 
session of Parliament, but during the 
recess which preceded that session. Was 
there a single hon. Member who did not 
read in scores of speeches and leading 
articles that the only analogy to the con 
dition of Ireland was in Macedonia or 
Armenia, That appeared almost in every 
speech of the members of the Tory party 
and in articles in the Tory Press, ‘There 
were 10,000 murders in four years in 
Macedonia, whereas in twelve months of 
Irish history with which the comparison 
was made there was not a single agrarian 
murder. Therefore Irishmen had a right 
to complain when their national character 
was villified with such gross and wicked 
exaggeration by gentlemen who would 
resent being told that their object was to 
sow dissension between the people of 
England and Ireland. What were the 
facts' with regard to crime in Ireland ¢ 
Would any man say that it was fair to 
speak of cattle-driving in the same terms 
as one would apply to the scores of 
murders which had defaced the annals of 
history. What was the case? Was 
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there a single Assize Court in this 
country where a Judge in the last twelve 
months had been presented with white 
gloves? There was not one that he 
knew of. As a matter of fact there had 
heen more trials and offences tried at 
one country Assize Court in England 
than in the whole of Ireland in 
the period named. In _ Limerick and 


in two or three other cities of 
Ireland the County Court Judge 


had been presented with white gloves 
because there were no offences to try, and 
all over the country Judges had been con- 
gratulating the population. In the face 
of this universal testimony tothe crimeless- 
ness of Ireland, it was a little too bad that 
not only hon. Members abovethe gangway 
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but responsible men like the Leader of | 


the Opposition should 
picture Ireland as one mass of bloodshed 
and violence like Macedonia. As to dis- 
order, how was that tobe removed? The 
policy of the Leader of the Opposition was 
to revive the Coercion Act. In debating 
Coercion Acts for the last thirty years he 


endeavour to | 


never knew one which did not aggravate | 


the evils which it sought to remedy, and 
he believed that if to-day Lreland was free 
from crime, although not free from dis- 
quiet and disorder, it was because the 
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position? If a policy was right in his 
opinion it should be applied whether it 
led to the success or failure of any 
political party here or there. What he 
was concerned with was that the appli- 
cation of coercion to Ireland by a Liberal 
Government would have meant the 
swallowing of all the pledges which the 
Liberal Party had made, and it would 
have destroyed the moral character and 
repute of that party, besides digging 
another deep gulf of mistrust between 
the people of England and _ Ireland. 
To the Government it would also have 
meant the bankruptcy of democracy 
in this country. What was the real 
cure for the present state of Ire- 
land? What was the cause of distur- 
bance? The Chief Secretary had stated 
that it was not merely that there was a 
grievance in Ireland, but that there was 
a grievance which was admitted by all 
parties in this country and in Ireland, 
viz., that side by side with the congested 
districts in which the people had herded 
together so long, were vast tracts of 
splendid and fertile land, miles of which 
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'were not broken by a single human 
being. An influential Royal Commission 


} 


Chief Secretary had had the courage to | 


resist the enormous and gigantic pressure 


| 


of true and false statements which had | 


heen used to induce him to apply coer- 
cion. The administration of the right 


| wise way of meeting the question? 


hon. Gentleman the Member for South | 


Dublin was dead and gone, and he | 
could therefore speak of it without 


uny party feeling or acrimony. He 
would venture to tell the right hon. 
Gentleman that it was the opinion of 
every sane man in Ireland who took a 
wholly impartial view of politics and 
administration in lreland, that another 
year of such administration as he was 
giving to Ireland would have led to an 
outburst of crime which would have 
made his task impossible and would have 
defaced the annals of Ireland, creating 
bitterness and bad feeling more than 
ever existed before. Ii the present Chief 
Secretary had followed the pvlicy of his 
predecessor and applied coercion, what 
would have been the effect ! The whole 
of the Liberal Party were pledged to the 
hilt against coercion and had voted session 
after session for the repeal of the Coercion 
Act. If the Liberal Party had applied 
coercion, what would have been the 


| 


had reported in favour of the solution of 
that problem by increasing the size of 
small holdings, and adding to them 
portions of this untenanted land. Would 
the right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for South Dublin deny that this was a 
It was 
something that would make one almost 
weep for the tragedy and irony of Irish 
life, that this solution of the question had 
been waiting now for generations, and 
had not yet come. Why was there dis- 
order in Ireland? Because they had been 
waiting for this remedy, not for decades, 
but for generations, and even for centuries, 
Had tbey not suffered enough and lost 
enough ! At the present moment in 
England they were discussing the problem 
of how to get the people back to the 
land. In this country they were all 
alarmed and moved by the tragedy of 
village life, because the villages were 
becoming empty, and their best sons and 
daughters were crowding into the con- 
gested streets of the great cities. In 
Ireland the problem was exactly the 
opposite. They did not want the 
people to come back to the land, they 
wanted them to remain on it, and that 
was a policy which every hon. Member 
ought to support. They ought not 
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to be asked to wait any longer. During | know if the right hon. Gentleman was in 


his own time Ireland had lost a third 
of the p»pulation it had at the time 
when he was born there, sixty years ago. 
Every year there was still this tremendous 
hemorrhage going on. To the extent of 
20,000, 30,000 and 40,000 a year Ire 
land’s sons and daughters were leaving 
her shores. No more touching sight 
than the partings amid tears and prayers 
of the Irish emigrants from their native 
soil could be witnessed. He asked that 
they should be allowed to remain 
within the shores of their own land. 
Let the right hon. Gentleman restrain 
his own followers from such violent, 
exaggerated, and malicious language as 
to the real condition of Ireland. Let 
him help to give to the right hon. 
Gentleman promptly such legislation as 
would satisfy the proper demands and the 
patriotic aspirations of the masses of the 
people. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool, Ex- 
change) said he would endeavour as 
shortly as possible to deal with the 
speech of the right hon. Member for South 
Dublin. He had no complaint to make 
of the tone of the right hon. Gentleman’s 
speech; he thought indeed that the 
Chief Secretary and he had cause to be 
well satisfied with the way in which the 
right hon. Gentleman had referred to 
them personally. He had made no 
attempt, like some of his followers and 
many newspaper writers, to insinuate and 
suggest that the Chief Secretary had not 
been actuated with the desire to suppress 
crime and disorder as much as he possibly 
could. The right hon. Gentleman he 
thought would admit that, whether right 
or wrong in its methods, the Irish Ad- 
ministration desired quiet and order in 
Ireland. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Certainly. 


Mr. CHERRY said that being so, it was 
only a question of methods. The right 
hon. Gentleman had severely criticised 
them, first, because they had not put the 
Crimes Act in force, and secondly, because 
they had not prosecuted the leaders, but 
had attempted to prosecute the followers. 
He thought he would be able to convince 
the right hon. Gentleman that the two 
charges resolved themselves into one. 
As regards the Crimes Act, he did not 


M. if : O'Connor. 


agreement with the nobleman who was 
Lord-Lieutenant when he was in office, 
but they remembered the eloquent speech 
made by Lord Dudley early in the 
session, in another place, when he ex- 
pressed himself as opposed to the use of 
any portion of the Crimes Act. In 
the House of Commons the senior 
Member for Dublin University, when 
asked if he was of opinion that the Crimes 
Act should be put in force, declined to 
answer the question. He cited these two 
leading statesmen for the purpose of 
showing the House that those who had 
heen connected with the administration 
of Ireland, on either side of polities, 
recognised how serious a step it was to 
put the Crimes Act in force, and how 
desirous everyone was to avoid making 
use of it. It appeared to him that the 
objections to making use of the part of 
the Act which did not require the pro- 
clamation by the Lord-Lieutenant were 
as great as to the rest of the Act. 
Section 2 enabled a_ person charged 
with unlawful assembly to be tried 
before a special Court composed of two 
resident magistrates. That — special 
Court was composed by the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, acting on the advice of the 
Attorney-General, who selected two 
resident magistrates, not judicial persons, 
it must be rgmembered, but ordinary 
Civil servants liable to dismissal. Then 
the Attorney General sent some repre 
sentative to appear before these gentle- 


men. He made no charge against the 
resident magistrates, and he assumed 


that the Attorney-General would not 
prosecute unless he was satisfied there 
was a strong case for conviction, but let the 
House look at the effect on the public. 
The public saw a tribunal appointed by 
what was called the Castle, and a prose 
cutor coming down from the Castle, and 
they said the accused had no chance. 
He was of opinion that if they put this 
clause in the Crimes Act into force in 
Ireland, farewell to the idea of per- 
suading people that the administration of 
the law was fair and just. They could 
not do it, and it was for this reason that 
they had sought to avoid, and would still 
seek to avoid, putting this particular law 
into force. The right hon. Gentleman 
had referred to the fact that the followers 
were prosecuted and that the leaders 
were allowed to go scot free. In saying 
that he had repeated a charge which had 
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been made again and again during the 
past year. That charge was made 
against them because one particular 
individual was not prosecuted, namely, 
the Member for North West Meath. 
They all knew that during last autumn 
and winter the hon. Member carried on 
a campaign in favour of cattle-driving. 
There were clamorous cries in the 
Press and from hon. Gentlemen opposite 
to prosecute him, and the Government 
were charged with cowardice for not 
doing so, and were accused of sympathising 
with his words and acts. What was the 
reason for the course they took? They 
believed, and still believed, that by pro- 
secuting that gentleman they would 
have increased his influence instead of 
diminishing it. Hedid not think that at 
the present day he was capable of carrying 
out a cattle-drive of the smallest possible 
dimensions. {An Hon. MemBer: Thanks 
to Judge Ross.| He said it was thanks 
to the action of the Government, which 
persisted in ignoring him instead of 
making a martyr of him. If they had 
prosecuted him they would have done so 
according to the ordinary law, and what 
possible chance would there have been in 
the temper Ireland was in last autumn 
and winter of securing a conviction under 
the ordinary law. They must clear their 
minds of cant. He did not want to deny 
obvious facts, and everyone knew that a 
prosecution before a jury at that time 
would have been absolutely futile. Did 
the right hon. Gentleman suggest that 
they ought to have brought such a pro- 
secution ? It was for that reason that he 
said that the two points came into one. 
li they had wanted to prosecute the hon. 
Member in any other way for trying to 
encourage a campaign of cattle-driving 
they would have been compelled to put 
the Crimes Act in force. Did the right 
hon, Gentleman think the occasion re- 
quired an interference with the ordinary 
law which would destroy any possible 
chance of getting the mass of the 
people or the country to believe that 
the law was fairly administered ? They 
had heard a great deal about the amount 
of intimidation in Ireland. There was a 
great deal of intimidation in certain 
counties, but there was this feature which 
they must recognise as certainly a 
very favourable one, namely, that 
this intimidation was not accom- 
panied or followed by serious crime. 
There were many cases of shooting in 
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the air, or booing on the road opposite a 
man’s house, and a great deal «f unpopu- 
larity was occasioned to people who took 
grazing land, but they had had no case 
of agrarian murder, and they had had 
practically no serious crime. There was 
only one serious case in Galway. There 
had been no period in the last forty 
years when there had been less serious 
crime. Intimidation was a serious thing, 
and the Government would take every 
possible means of putting an end to it. 
They viewed it with horror. They 
wanted the House to distinguish between 
disorder and crime. There had heen a 
great deal of disorder, but very little 
crime. Disorder was steadily decreasing. 
Reports from Galway and Roscommon 
were most favourable, and the police in 
both these counties believed that the 
worst was past. They had every hope 
that betore another year was out disorder 
would have disappeared. 


*Mr. STUART WORTLEY said that 
his hon. friend the Member for the 
Scotland Division of Liverpool had 
drawn a comparison between the 
relative proportion of crime in Ireland 
and in this country. He was not 
inclined to sit silent when anyone con- 
tended that the Irish population was 
less disposed to crime than the English 
population. When such an imputation 
was made it became necessary to place 
on record the fact that twenty vears ago 
the Report of the Prisons Commissioners 
for England and Wales showed that in 
the prisons of England and Wales the 
prisoners of Irish birth were 10 per cent. 
of the prison population, while persons 
of Irish birth in the ordinary population 
of England and Wales were only 2 per 
cent. He would be the very last person 
to make use of that significant fact as 
a basis for wounding criticism of the 
Irish race; for it must be patent to 
}everyone that that test had to be con- 
sidered along with the not less important 
fact that the Irish population which 
contributed to the crime of England and 
Wales lived under squalid circumstances 
in industrial centres through no fault of 
their own. Not only were the scenes 
under which they lived not those of their 
own beloved country, but the conditions 
under which they lived were more squalid 
and remote than those in which they 








1823 Consolidated Fund 


would be living in their own land. He 
hoped that if comparisons were to be 
made again the very significant figures 
to which he had drawn attention would 
be borne in mind in order that these 
comparisons might not be made use of 
for the purpose of hurling recriminations 
backwards and forwards across the Irish 
Channel. 


Sir HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) said he wished to draw atten- 
tion to a question of importance to all 
interested in Welsh education. Certain 
points of difficulty had recently arisen 
connected with the relations of the Central 
Welsh Board to the Welsh Department 
of the Board of Education. On Tuesday 
last, a deputation representing the Central 
Welsh Board waited upon the President 
of the Board of Education for the purpose 
of enabling representations to be made 
with regard to the points at issue. His 
right hon. friend in the course of his 
reply indicated his desire to meet, as far 
as possible, the views submitted tc him. 
It appeared, however, that there was 
a certain amount of misunderstanding 
and misapprehension as to the purport 
of the reply of his right hon. friend, 
and in view of the importance of the 
question and the desirability of removing 
those misconceptions, he thought he was, 
justified in taking this opportunity of 
calling attention to the facts, in order that 
his right hon. friend might be able to 
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dissipate, as he would be able to do, 
the doubts and fears that had arisen. 
The conditions under which the Central 
Welsh Board worked, and its relations | 
to the Board of Education, were questions | 
which in the sphere of Welsh education | 
went beyond mere departmental routine. 
The Central Board was regarded in 
Wales as the foundation of a large measure 
of educational autonomy. For many 
years it had been devotedly served by 
men who had unstintedly given their 
time, energy, and thought to the cause 
of education. Everybody in the House 
would agree that it was most important 
that nothing should be done to damp 
the ardour of those men who had played 
their part in a notable experiment with 
reference to education in Wales. Whilst 
admitting, therefore, to the full the 
necessity for the exercise of such super- 
vision by the Board of Education as 
Mr. Stuart Wortley. 


| 
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was rendered imperative by the payment 
of Parliamentary grants, all would recog- 
nise the importance of doing everything 
possible to secure cordial co-operation 


between the Central Welsh Board 
and the Board of Education. There 


was but one opinion as to the value of the 
work accomplished by the Central Board, 
and the President of the Board of Educa- 
tion in his reply to the deputation had, in 
the most generous terms, paid his tribute 
to the character of that work and _ its 
value to the cause of education, 
and the place of that body in Welsh 
life. There was only one opinion 
on that point, and he wished to express 
his appreciation of the admirable 
way in which the officials in London— 
the Secretary of the Welsh Education 
Department of the Board of Education 
and the Chief Inspector—had _ endea- 
voured to serve the educational interests 
and to promote the educational ideals 
of Wales. He would like to refer to 
one or two main points on which repre- 
sentations were made to the President 
of the Board of Education in connection 
with the difficulties which had arisen 
with regard to the exercise of their 
functions in relation to educational 
progress in Wales. The first point, 
he might mention, was the statutory 
powers of the Central Board. There 
had been, he believed, some idea in 
certain quarters that the Government 
were in some way desirous of interfering 
with the Central Board’s statutory 
powers, but his right hon. friend had 
made it absolutely clear that so far 
from interfering with these statutory 
powers, he was personally anxious for 
further extension of autonomous 
with regard to education in 
Wales. He might remind the House 
with reference to the attitude of the 
Government to this question, that it 


|was this Government which proposed 


in the Bill of 1906 a scheme of complete 
educational autonomy for Wales, and 
to give it a national council of education, 
which provision was afterwards thrown 
out in another place. That ought to 
be sufficient to dissipate any doubt 
as to the real determination and desire 
of the Government. That was his first 
point; and he hoped there would be 
no further contention upon it after 
this debate. His second point related 
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to the system of dual 
owing to the existing conditions with 


regard to jthe administration of the | 


Parliamentary grant. No one denied 
the inevitable inconveniences of such 
a system. The late President of the 
Board of Education made it perfectly 
clear a year ago that he fully recognised 
the inconveniences of the dual system, 
and the same view was held and had 
been expressed by the present President. 
However, they were face to face with the 
fact that while the conditions regulating 
the payment of the grants continued, the 
President of the Board of Education must 
exercise such supervision in inspection 
as would enable him to fulfil his obliga- 
tions to Parliament. There had been a 
growing fear that the inspection of the 
Board of Education would, as time went 
on, become more exacting, and that the 
evils of the dual system would be ac- 
centuated, That point was pressed by 
the deputation, and the President of the 
Board of Education made a statement, 
the meaning and value of which he did not 
think was fully understood. The right 
hon. Gentleman expressed his desire to 
reduce to a minimum the inconveniences 
of the dual system, subject to the fulfil- 
ment of Parliamentary conditions, He 
firmly believed that there was much in 
that statement, and he hoped that in his 
reply the right hon. Gentleman would be 
able to give a somewhat fuller expression 
of his meaning and of the views he had 
put before the deputation, in order that 
all doubts on the point might disappear. 
Another point which the deputation 
emphasised was the desire of the Central 
Board to have, if possible, some recogni- 
tion in the Welsh Code for secondary 
schools in Wales and Monmouthshire of 
the position of the Central Board in re- 
gard to intermediate education. reat 
weight was attached to this point, and 
he hoped that the President of the 
Board of Education would give just 
consideration to it, and see if some- 
thing could not be done in the matter. 
Another point had arisen in connection 
with the new arrangements with reference 
to the methods of correspondence. Ac- 
cording to the present’ requirements of 
the Board of Education, all correspon- 
dence had to be conducted directly 
between the Welsh Education Depart- 


ment and the schools concerned. A | 
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inspection | great deal of feeling had been aroused 


with reference to the difficulties which 
had arisen from this procedure. He 
ought to make it clear that he did not 
think any Welsh Member desired for a 
moment to press for the retention of any 
system which was educationally un- 
sound, but they held the view verv 
strongly that all matters connected with 
curriculum, forms, time-tables,  ete., 


| should be handled by the Central Welsh 


Board: and that all communications 
on such matters should be made, as 
heretofore, through that Board. The 
right hon. Gentleman had undertaken 
to give this matter his consideration. 
In conclusion, he had only to add 
that from the outset of those pro- 
ceedings he had never had the slightest 
doubt as to the attitude of his right hon. 
friend towards the Central Welsh Board, 
and he felt assured that his right hon. 
friend was determined to do nothing 
which would in any way weaken its 
influence or authority. But, in view of 
the misconceptions which had arisen, 
and having regard to the importance of 
the question, and of every question 
relating to education in the minds of the 
people of Wales, he would press his 
right hon. friend to make a statement 
which would give to Wales and to 
those interested in Welsh educational 
autonomy, an added assurance as to the 
mind and intention of the Government 
on this admittedly important subject. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD or 
EDUCATION (Mr. Runciman, Dews- 
bury) said the assurances which he had 
given to hon. Members representing 
Welsh constituencies were real assurances. 
No one in the United Kingdom who had 
been interested in secondary education 
for the last fifteen or twenty vears could 
overlook the fact that the Central Welsh 
Board gave an impetus to secondary 
education in Wales long before the move- 
ment spread as it had done. He was not 
sure that the secondary school system 
of Wales had not been supported with 
even more enthusiasm in Wales than 
in Scotland, and no one who knew 
anything of intermediate education in 
Wales was likely to do anything to ham per 
the machinery that had done so much 
good. The history of secondary educa- 
tion in Wales was bound up not only with 
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the Central Welsh Board, but with other | Cardiff, whic’ represented about half 


institutions. The only funds in the 


old days at the disposal of those who | 


conducted secondary education in Wales 
were the funds provided by way of a 
Treasury grant. Since those days 
Pariiament had become more generous, 
and already the Parliamentary grant 
had become nearly three times, that of 
the old Treasury grant. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had control of the 
national finance, and he hoped his right 
hon. friend would take note of the 
oninous fact, that whereas the Treasury 
grant had remained stationary all these 
vears, the Parliamentary grant had gone 
up, and only this vear they had increased 
the grant to Wales, so that all the Welsh 
schools were dealt with on identically 


the total population of Wales, there 
was under this arrangement no dual 
inspection whatever. That was the first 
step in the right direction, and he 
hoped it would be recognised that under 


|their administration efforts had been 
made to get rid of this troublesome 
duplication. Next year there would be 


a further diminution of the inspections, 
and those inspections would be restricted 


|to the bursars who were being taught 


the same basis as the English schools. | 


Discrepancies had arisen last year which 
led to the unfortunate distribution of less 
among the Welsh schools than among 
the English schools. The whole of the 
grants, however, were now paid on the 
higher basis of £5 per child. The diffi- 
culty about the Parliamentary grant 
lay in the fact that the Minister who dis- 
tributed it must be prepared to give 
an account to the House of Commons 
of the way in which it was spent, 
the standard at which the schools had 
been maintained, and how far 
secondary school system had not been 
confused with the lower system. 
He had no tendency towards extrava- 
gance, and there would be no such 
tendency while he was at the Board of 
Education. He had no intention of 


the | 


sanctioning any method which wou'd | 


in any way restrict the funds available 
in Wales or in England. A Minister | 


could only be answerable for what took 
place in the distribution of money under 
his control provided that those who 
represented him in the prov nces and 
elsewhere were his immediate servants. 
He admitted that the whole system of 
dual inspection was to be deprecated, 
and that in so far as the Department 
could get r.d of it, every effort wou d be 
made in that direction. He reminded 
the House that one effect of the change 
initiated by his predecessor and carried 
out by Mr. Owen Edwards resulted in 
diminishing dual inspection to an enor- 
mous extent in Wales. In Glamorgan, 
Cardigan, Carnarvon, and in the town of 


Mr. Runciman. 


in the secondary schools. He thought 
it quite conceivable that they might be 
able to extend elimination as the years 
went on, but he could not promise that 
they would be able to wipe out all the 
Board’s inspectors in Wales. They in- 
tended, however, to make as much use 
as possible of the Central Welsh Board, 
rather than cover the ground twice over, 
although that might be necessary in some 
cases, and that nobody could object to. 
Mr. Owen Edwards not only understood 
what high educational ideals were, but 
he was a typical Welshman. His one 
desire was to raise the standard of the 
schools. The other points raised were 
not of such great importance. The 
question of the correspondence was a 
very trite matter, so far as the Central 
Welsh Board was concerned, and the only 
letters that could be cut out of the 
ordinary routine of headmasters were 
such letters as related to open-air work, 
epidemics, etc. Those letters could be 
better dealt with if they passed direct 
to the Board of Education rather than 
through the Welsh Central Board, and 


then on to the Department to be 
answered. The next point raised had 
reference to curriculum and _ time 
analysis forms, etc. The Govern- 
ment were of opinion at the time 
that these forms could pass to and 
from the Board and the schools. It did 


not really much matter one way or 
the other. If they passed through the 
Welsh Central Board it only meant that 
they would be reprinted and that would 
cause delay. He saw no reason in the 
world why the system which worked 
fairly well last year should not be con- 
tinued. To that end he had given in- 
structions that the next forms which 
were moved should be on the old basis, 
and not on the system adopted 
during the current session. The last 
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point which had been raised was the 
insertion in the code of direct recognition 
of the Central Welsh Board. This 
a matter which he could not go into 
until after consultation with those who 
were responsible for the financial relations 
of the House. He could not accept right 
off the suggestion which had been made 
because he had not had an opportunity 
of discussing it with his colleagues, and 
he hoped, therefore, he wou'd be excused 
from giving an answer on that point at 
the moment. He hoped that the Welsh 
Department of the Board of Education 
and the Central Welsh Board would do 
everything in their power to diminish 
the amount of friction which must 
necessarily be associated with the educa- 
tional system. His sole desire was to see 
that the scholars should have the benefit 
of the best system of education that they 
could organise and that local interest 
should be encouraged, because on the 
enthusiasm which was created depended 
the prosperity of the Welsh schools. 
Reference had been made to the Half- 
timers’ Committee which was set up last 
week, complaint being made that there 
was upon it nobo.ly strictly representing 
the agricultural interest. He did not 
shut his eyes to the fact that the 
half-timers’ question did. of course, 
touch the agricultural districts as well 
as the nanufacturing districts, and in so 
far as the reference to the Committee was 
concerned. if it did not touch agriculture, 
he would like to know what it did touch. 
He presumed that everything which could 
be discussed with regard to half-timers 
both in the agricultural and manufactur- 
ing districts would come within the 
purview of the Committee. That 
his view, 
he carried out by his hon. friend. 


was 


*Mr. BRIDGEMAN said that what he 
had stated was that the reference to the 
Committee prevented evidence 
taken except in one direction. 


being 


Mr. RUNCIMAN said he did not agree | 
that it would prevent evidence being | 
The whole | 


taken except in one direction. 
question could be and would be thorough- 
ly inquired into by his hon. friend and 
those associated with him. He did not 
believe in packing a Committee with 


partisans all on one side or the other. | 
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was | 


and he was sure that it would , 
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| He believed in getting a good and im- 
| partial judgment, and that was what he 
had aimed at. In regard to any difference 
of view on the part of the hon. Member it 
was a difference not as to method, but 
as to the policy which lay behind—a 
policy to which the Government strongly 
adhered, namely, that they would not 
allow any district to be monopolised by 
denominational schools. That had been 
their object, and they intended as far as 
they could, if they could not do it by 
legislation to do it by grants of money 
both to England and Wales. The hon. 
Gentleman asked why so much more 
money had been spent in grants in Wales 
than in England. So much more money 
had been spent in Wales because the 
case in Wales was so much worse than in 
England. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Mr. BRIDGEMAN said he had not 


complained in the least as to that point. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN said he was very 
glad the hon. Gentleman did not com- 
plain, for certainly they had relieved 
the tension in a good many Welsh 
schools by the expenditure of public 
money, opening them to the children of 
all denominations. The hon. Gentle- 
man had also called attention to three 
schools at Pontfadog, but there, again, the 
hon. Gentleman complained that they had 
granted money which was to cover the 
whole cost of the schools. He joined 
issue with the hon. Member inregard to 
that complaint. No money was _ pro- 
vided towards the cost of the site, and 
if they only granted money sufficient 
to provide for the cost of the building 
they were not covering the whole cost 
of the school, which must include both 
‘structure and site. They had paid 
nothing whatever towards sites, and he 
would be the last to allow Imperial 
money to be spent for a purpose of that 
kind. The hon. Member complained that 
they had not taken advantage of See- 
| tion 18 of the Act of 1902,and had thrown 
the burden on the parish. He would 
point out that the beginning of the 
section provided that a part of the 
burden was to be put on the parish 
concerned, but that referred not to the 
grant which they asked from the Ex- 
chequer, or through the Boird of Edu- 
cation, but to the expenses of the county 
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council, who would have to carry out 
the provisions of Section 18. He pre- 
sumed, therefore, that the cost of the 
site would be one of the items which 
would have to be allocated according to 
Section 18 of the Act of 1902. He 
believed he had replied to the whole of 
the points raised by the hon. Gentle- 
man; if he had not, perhaps he would 
have an opportunity of doing so next 
session. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebene, E.) 
said the right hon, Gentleman who had 
just sat down had mistaken altogether 
the point of the criticism of the admini- 
stration of his Department. His hon. 
friend the Member for Oswestry had 
not made any attack on the policy of 
providing an undenominational school 
in a single school area where there wa; 
a demand for undenominational teach- 
ing. It would be utterly opposed to 
the general run of his opinions, and to 
the general run of the opinions of those 
who sat in that quarter of the House. 
The right hon. Gentleman was pleased 
to appear surprised at that statement. 
It was perfectly well known, as he had 
endeavoured to convey for the last 
three vears, that their object was not 
to maintain a monopoly of any par- 
ticular kind of religious thought, but 
to provide equal treatment for all. 
That had always been their object 
since he had had the honour of a seat 
in that House. He had said so over 
and over again, and several of his hon. 
friends had said the same. Their objec- 
tion had not been in the least to these 
grants, and if the right hon. Gentleman 
turned to the pages of Hansard he 
would not find the slightest criticism 
of the policy of providing grants for 
the purpose of building schools where 
the religious feelings of the neighbour- 
hood required an alternative school to 


be erected. But they said, and said 
as strongly as they could, that the 


method adopted by the Government 
in this Bill and in previous Appropria- 
tion Bills was a very unfortunate method 
to adopt, and it was one of the reasons 
why he was going, in Committee on the 
Bill, to bring the matter to a point. 
Another reason was that the result of 
it had been that all sorts of irregularities 
had cropped up in the administration 


Mr. Runciman. 
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of the grant. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had wholly failed to meet the case 
under Section 18 of the Act of 1902. 
That section geve 2 specific direction 
to the county council to charge to the 
locality such portion as they thought 
fit, not being less than one half, of any 
expenses incurred by them. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : 


county council ? 


Incurred by the 


Lorp R. CECIL: Incurred by the 
county council in respect of capital 
expenditure. That was an absolute 
mandatory direction. The grant did 


not in any way interfere with the duty 
of the county council to provide schools 
under the Act of 1902. It could not 
interfere with that; it was the 
business of the county council, the local 
education authority; it alone had to 
provide schools. The Board Edu- 
cation could not build the schools: 
they had not the power to do so. All 
they did was to sav: “If vou build 
the schools we will give vou a grant 
towards the building. We cannot do 
anything else.” Therefore, it was still 
the expenditure of the county council— 
an expenditure which was met to some 
extent, not altogether, by the grant to 
the county council. All that the Govern- 


sole 


of 


ment could do was to pay the local 
education authority a grant in aid of 
their expenses, and a portion of the 
expense was thrown by the county 
council on the locality. And it was 
very evident why it should be so. It 


was right that the locality which had 
the benefit of these schools should 
a very considerable contributor towards 
their erection. That was the policy of 


be 


the Act of 1902. Very grave incon- 
venience arose from the course which 
the Government had adopted in this 


light-hearted way at the beginning of 
last session, apparently not in the least 
knowing of the section of the Act of 
1870 which was in their way, and only 


realising it in the course of a debate 
after eleven o'clock one evening. That 


was exactly what happened last year. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: Does the noble 
Lord suggest that money provided by us 
is an expense of the county council ? 
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Lorp R. CECIL: The school is an ex- 
pense, and the money provided by you 


is a grant towards that expense. That is 
all it can be. 
Mr. RUNCIMAN: Does the noble 


Lord contend that the balance which is 
not provided by us is to be borne partly 
by the parish and partly by the county 
council? If that is so, that is what 
actually takes place. 


Lorp R. CECIL said he was contending 
that all the Department could do was to 
provide the amount which would be 
required by the county council. The 
county council were bound by statute 
to throw at least half the cost of the 
school on the locality. They might pay 
half the whole amount out of the Treasurv 
but that was all they could do. He did 
not say that it was a reasonable result, 
far from it ; it was a highly unreasonable 
result, but it was the result which the 
Government had chosen. If they had 
passed a short Act legalising the matter. 
they could have put in proper conditions 
to meet the difficulty, and they would not 
have been put in the position of being 
forced to commit rather more than an 
irregularity, merely for the purpose of 
vetting rid of difficulties which they 
had created. It appeared 
to him a verv unfortunate precedent. 
particularly in the case of a Government 
which set up to Government of 
financial purity, to set to the House and 
the country. 


themselves 


be a 


*Mr. WILLIAM JONES (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon) said they were all glad to 
hear the speech of the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Minister for Education, for both 
in tone and substance it would allay 
suspicion that had arisen in 
Wales as to unfriendliness on the part 
of the Board of Education. The right 
hon. Gentleman had emphasised two or 
three things which appeared in one of 
the latest Reports of his Board, which 
stated that although it was true the 
secondary schools of Wales had in recent 
vears been receiving grants from the 
Board of Education and had, in conse- 
quence, come within the regular inspection 
ot the Board’s staff, yet 

“The unifying and standardising effects of 
the Central Welsh Board still continue and 
are of determinative importance.” 


some 
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He thought it would be a very easy 
matter to transfer some of that same 
kind of recognition into the Code. His 
right hon. friend had remarked upon the 
great interest shown in matters relating 
to education in Wales, and here were the 
words, not of a Welsh education st, 
but the Report of his own Depart- 
ment— 


“The needs and desires of the people most 


' closely concerned have found expression and 


exerted influence on the schools, by means of 
the Central Welsh Board, from the outset and 
continuously, in a manner that has not 
obtained in any county in England.” 

They could not comp re anything in 
England or Scotland, in connection with 
this question, with the desire which 
existed in Wales for secondary education. 
So the only thing now was to realise the 
words of the right hon. Gentleman when 
he said he was not going to curtail any 
of the powers of the Welsh Central Board 
at all, and that nothing should be done 
which was not of a nature fully consonant 
with the dignity of the Central Welsh 
Board and the responsibilities of its 
pusition. Mr. O. M. Edwards, the Chief 
Inspector of the Welsh Department, 
was a distinguished Welsh Nationalist 
who understoot the Welsh atmosphere 
and environment, and he hoped he would, 
under the right hon. Gentleman’s behest, 
come into intimate touch and close rela- 
tions with the officials of the Welsh 
Central Board, even in regard to methods 
of inspection and curricula, so that the 
‘ual inspection should be reduced to the 
‘rreducible minimum. Inspection did 
not mean close and detailed examination. 
[t meant practically coming more into 
counsel with one another, and under- 


standing each other's system. It was 
done in America and on the Conti- 


nent of Europe, especially in Germany 
and Switzerland, where the State 
inspectors periodically met the super- 
intendents of education and the teachers 
in friendly consultation and conference. 
He hoped the same method would be 
adopted between the Welsh Department 
of the Board of Education and the Central 
Welsh Board. The Central Welsh Board 
in all matters relating to secondary edu- 
cation should be the reflex of the national 
mind, until they were able to set up what 
was the universal desire of Wales—a 
National Council of Education to cover 
elementary, secondary, and technical, and 
likewise the training of teachers, so as to 
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secure perfect autonomy over all these 


systems. He thanked the right hon. 
Gentleman for bis speech. It would be 
thoroughly understood by the Welsh 
people, and the Welsh Department would 
be in close harmony with the adminis- 
tration of the Welsh Central Board. 


*Mr. MONTAGU (Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton) regretted that he was not yet 
satisfied with the right hon. Gentleman’s 


assurances about the Departmental 
Committee on half-timers. He said 
almost with scorn that he refused to 


pack his Committtee and to represent the 
various interests which must be affected 
adversely or favourably by the employ 
ment of half-timers. That was all very 
well when he came to consider the schemes 
of agriculture, but he noticed that 
the woollen manufacturers were very 
well represented. In answer to a ques- 
tion put by him the right hon. Gentle- 
man said on the previous day that it 
would be impossible under the terms of 
reference to consider evidence which 
would lead them to recommend the in- 
crease of half time for children. He had 
now informed the House that the Com- 
mittee would consider this and all other 
evidence on the subject, and although it 
was too late to urge the appointment of 
some agricultural representatives, this 
was an improvement, for which he 
thanked the right hon. Gentleman, very 
much on his previous attitude. But al- 
though the right hon. Gentleman con- 
sidered there was nothing very much more 
important in this world than education, 
there was, when they were considering the 
education of children in primary schools 
in rural districts, one more important ques- 
tion still, and that was that they and their 
brothers and sisters who did not go to 
the schools should be well fed and 
clothed. Among those who dwelt in 
towns there was often an opinion that 
children who were fortunate enough to 
spend their lives in the country were 
more fortunately placed. But nothing 
was more remarkable than the ease with 
which epidemics ran right through a 
village, the low power of resistance among 
country children to disease, and the pre- 
valence of horrible, almost inexplicable 
ailments, such as consumption and cancer. 
This was often very largely due to lack of 
the good nourishment, which the parent, 
existing on low wages, was unable to 
ifford. There was a very large amount 
Mr. William Jones. 
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of rural opinion directed to urging the 
Government to permit children to engage 
in healthy agricultural operations, and 
to attend school either in the evening or 
at the seasons of the year when they 
could not be employed in the open air, and 
it was contended that this possible sacrifice 
of education would be well atoned by the 
improved physique of the agricultural 
labourers. There was no doubt the real 
remedy for these evils was an increase 
in the wage of agricultural labourers, but 
so long as their wages were low they 
might be beginning at the wrong end by 
insisting upon education for children 
which was only obtained at the cost of 
their food. It would be a very serious 
matter if, now that the Committee was 
appointed, evidence of this important 
aspect of the case should be refused, and 
if his right hon. friend would only give 
them once more a complete assurance that 
all this evidence would be received by 
the Committee he would be more or less 
satisfied. 


*Sir GEORGE WHITE (Norfolk. 
N.W.) said there were two or three 
aspects of the Congo question which were 
almost entirely overlooked in the debate 
on the Foreign Office Vote. Although 
the Foreign Secretary spoke on the out- 
look as somewhat hopeful, he confessed 
that the information given them did not 
appear very reassuring. If they could 
elicit from the right hon. Gentleman 
some further information on what he 
based his views it would be reassuring to 
a great many who at present felt a great 
deal of uneasiness at the fact that they 
were about to separate without any more 
detinite understanding than they had 
received. The real causes of uneasiness 
that existed were mainly two. The first 
was that the debates in the Belgian 
Parliament had really partaken of a 
retrograde rather than a_ progressive 
character, and the second was that the 
cruelties against which so much indigna- 
tion and feeling had been expressed had 
not yet in any sense abated. His right 
hon. friend had spoken of the desirability 
of keeping the commercial and humani- 
tarian aspects of the question separate, 
but there were strong reasons why they 
should not be kept separate. The 
government of the Congo Free State was 
entrusted to the Belgian King after his 
profession of an earnest desire to secure 
good and beneficent government for 
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that the Powers agreed to the conditions 


1837 


to which they did agree. Had the 
humanitarian views upon which this 


agreement was based been carried out, 
they would have seen from the com- 
mercial point of view a very different 
condition of things from that which 
existed now. Hehad no doubt that they 
would have had a prosperous trading 
community in the Congo Free State if the 
conditions of settlement had been faith- 
fully carried out, instead of having now 
to look upon this so called Free State as 
a devastated and almost worthless colony 
from the commercial point of view. In 
this case the commercial and humanitarian 
views of the question absolutely depended 
one upon the other, and were intertwined 
in away which did not often happen in 
these colonial questions. The cruelties 
which had been connected with the 
administration of the Congo Free State 
were still going on, and he wanted to put 
it earnestly to bis right hon. friend 
whether it was beyond their duty and 
their power to say that, while these dis- 
cussions were going on in the Belgian 
Parliament, and the slow and devious 
processes of diplomacy were at work, the 
demons of cruelty and extortion should 
hold their hands. The statements which 
had been made inside and outside the 
House had been amply verified by the 
Government Papers, as well as by other 
reports that came to hand. These reports 
were still coming. They might be less 
terrible in the a counts they gave of 
mutilation and bodily injury, but they 
showed a long drawn-out series of priva 
tions, equal to anything they had heard 
of in the past—villages destroyed, people 
driven forth to live as wild _ beasts, 
because they could not bring in the tale 
of rubber, men compelled to work many 
miles away from their homes, because the 
forests round about had been devastated, 
and women and children held as hostages 
whilst the men were away endeavouring 
to accomplish their impossible task. 
It was proved beyond doubt that the 
labour tale which these men had to 
Vield meant in some instances 300 days 
out of 365. This indictment was proved 
by what appeared in the last White- 
book that was issued, and it was still 
strengthened by what was going on in 


this sad and miserable land. Such 
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treatment was not only against the laws 
of all civilised countries, but what was 
of more importance to the House and 
te his right hon. friend was that it was 
in direct opposition to the undertakings 
on which the Congo Free State was 
founded. They might well ask of what 
value treaties were when they were 
allowed to be broken year after year 
as this treaty had been broken. If 
the life of one of our own fellow country- 
men had been at stake the reparation 
demanded would have been followed 
up with vigour, and they would have 
had redress long ago. Here was a case 
in which the lives of tens of thousands 
of people had been destroyed, and 
their happiness blackened and blotted 
out, and he believed that we had a 
certain measure of responsibility, and 
no small measure, for the sacrifices which 
had heen made to meet the cupidity 
of the monarch in direct contravention 
of the conditions upon which he was 
allowed to take over the government of 
that country. He could assure his right 
hon. friend that he would be supported 
in endeavouring to assert the rights of 
this country in regard to treaty obliga- 
tions into which we in common with 
others had entered. This was practically 
the last chance they would have for some 
months of discussing this question in 
the House, and he for one felt horrified 
at the idea of separating without some 
assurance, and without receiving from 
the Foreign Secretary some answer 
which would enable them to feel that 
he intended to take a firm and consistent 
attitude in regard to the matter. They 
had demanded that unless at the end 
of this session annexation was agreed 
to on suitable conditions consistent with 
our treaty we should proceed under 
our treaty rights to take action, and he 
hoped that action, if taken—and he 
believed it would be taken in conjunction 
with America—would be successful. He 
wanted to point out to his hon. 
friend that the promise which the House 
received so gladly from him on 26th 
February he had not yet been called 
upon to fulfil, because the session had 
not yet terminated. But what were 
the prospects of the condition of things 
coming into existence under which he 
would have to act? In the columns 
of the Morning Post of Monday last, 








1839 Consolidated Fund 
there appeared a telegraphic message to 
this effect— 


“Debate on Colonial Bill reached dead-lock, 
and as discussion cannot be brought to a close 
it will be broken off on 15th August and referred 
to the session of October next when the Bill 
and the Treaty of annexation may be withdrawn 
by the Government.” 


There was also a further telegram to 
the following effec t— 


‘No annexation Vote this session, probably 
not this year. Object of King to prolong 
statu. quo indefinitely believing we are not in 
earnest in our promise to interfere in administra- 
tion of Congo Free State. Probably present 
Cabinet fall. Change of Government again 
bring delay by which King can engineer long 
delay before new Government.” 





All that was highly probable under the 
present condition of things, and not- 
withstanding the promise which they 
received with so much satisfaction on 
26th February, he contended that some- 
thing further must be done to meet 
this dilatory action on the part of the 
King and the Belgian Parliament. Just 
a few words in regard to the position 
of the Parliament itself. He confessed 
that those of them who had seen extracts | 
or full reports of the debates in the 
Belgian Chamber had not been quite | 
able to follow the assurance of the right 
hon. Gentleman when he said that a very 
ciiferent view was taken of the question 
of forced labour now from that which was | 
taken a short time ago, and perhaps he 
would be able to tell them upon what 
that assurance was based. It seemed 
to him that the views expressed by 
many of those in the Belgian Parliament, 
and some of them in high authority, 
went directly adverse to the promises | 
which had been made. M. Hymans, 
the Liberal Prime Minister of Belgium, 
said recently— 


* The whole Chamber is agreed that the Act 
of Berlin gives to no Power the right of inter- 
ference in the Congo.” 

M. Renkin, the Minister for Justice in 

the present Belgian Government, said— 
Property is a monopoly but it is not a | 

monopoly of trade. Forced labour is necessary 

or civilisation is arrested.” 

M. de Smet de Naeyer said— 

* The native is entitled to nothing.” 

And the President of the Appeal Court 
of the Congo State said— 


“ The native only respects the law of force 
and knows no other argument than terror.” ' 


Sir George White. 
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Those were samples of the expressions 
which had been used in the Belgian 
Parliament, and he failed to see that 
there was any change in the attitude 
of Belgium for the better in regard 
to this vexed question of forced labour. 
But the main point which he desired 
to urge upon the right hon. Gentle- 
man was that which he had already 


mentioned, namely, the probability 
of further postponement, with all 
the unhappy conditions which now 


existed still going on. Even if annexa- 
tion was agreed to by the Belgian Parlia- 
ment it did not appear to him that the 
Ministry intended to act up to their 
treaty obligations. It was a very serious 
thing to contemplate that in the Colonial 
Bill they found that the leading officials 
on the Executive at Brussels 
were to be in the new Belgian adminis- 
tration. A very small majority at 
the last election in Belgium had been 
returned in favour of the Government, 
and there would have been no majority at 
allin his opinion if the people of Belgium 
had known the whole history of this 
He had never brought any 
indictment against the Belgian people. 
They had no sign whatever that the 
Belgian Government acknowledged that 
for which his right hon. friend had always 
firmly contended, namely, the rights 
of natives in the land, or that they were 
prepared to allow the natives to trade 
between each other and outside traders. 
Therefore they insisted on commercial 
as well as on moral grounds that this 


Congo 


basic right must be conceded before 
any steps towards annexation could 


take place. Forced labour under those 


conditions was slavery of the worst 
kind. The assurances in the White- 
‘book No. 3 from the Belgian Govern- 
ment were weak and _ insufficient, and 


even those assurances found no place 
in the debates in the Belgian Parlia- 
nent to which he had referred. There- 


fore he thought they ought at once to 


repudiate the assumption that the Belgian 
rightsinthe Congo Free State were equal 
to thoseofthe other Powers in the Congo. 
His right hon. friend had done that 
already, but in reference to the assertions 
of the Prime Minister in the Belgian 
Parliament he felt that this repudiation 
should be more vigorous in character, 
so that the Belgian Government and 
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the King might know that when we/| hoped his right hon. friend would take 


asserted this position we were determined 
to maintain it. 
Free State possessed they obtained on 
specific obligations given not only to 
this country but to other Powers. They 
had defied those obligations and they 
now asserted that their rights were 
unlimited. He could give extracts one 
after another from speeches made in 
the Belwian Parliament asserting that 
those rights were unlimited and yet 
they took no exception to the despatch 
of the right hon. Gentleman which re- 
minded them that after annexation the 
Congo State would remain subject 
to the provisions of the Berlin and 
Brussels Acts. They must not allow 
the Belgian Government to assume 
that the Congo administration had been 
properly carrying out the provisions 
of the treaty, because, in point of 
fact this administration had not only 
defied the international Powers who 
signed the treaty, but it had _prac- 
tically defied every provision of the 
treaty. Ore of the provisions was to 
help the natives to secure free trade and 
a variety of other things, and it would be 
quite germare to this debate to read the 
obligations which the King of Belgians 
took upon himself in connection with 
this matter in the first instance, but he 
would not do as time would not 
permit. Fe was aware that in the 
government of native races we our- 
selves had not absolutely a clean slate. 
We had, however, always recognised 
that the land was the property of the 
peonle where there was a population to 
occupy it, whereas in this case all the 
land had been declared vacant land. 
They had some vague promises that 
grants might be made to the natives 
under certain conditions when annexa- 
tion took place. As they were all aware, 
land was use without labour, and 
labour under the conditions which ex- 
isted in the Congo must be slavery. He 
hoped they would agree that no conditions 
in the form of annexation would be 
accepted which did not first of all admit 
the communal rights of the tribes where 
they existed. They should also insist 
that all those cruelties which were ex- 
citing in the minds of British people 
feelings of horror should be put an end 
to. 


so 


ho 


What rights the Congo | 


in hand at once, and that was to appoint 
more Consuls in those districts in the 
Congo Free State. He felt that the 


| presence of an active British Consul in 


There was one remedy which he 


one or other of these districts which 
were being devastated would have a 
very beneficial effect. He hoped this 
condition would be insisted upon, and that 
thiscountry would withhold its recognition 
of annexation until such guarantees were 
given as would ensure the proper carrying 
on of the government of the country. 
It Was now four years or more since 
these negotiations began, and many 
times in this Parliament they had dis- 


cussed this very important question. 
It had also been discussed in great 


assemblies all over the country, and 
he thought the time had come when 
Belgium should be made to understand 
that no more dilatory process of dealing 
with this question would be allowed. 
He hoped that his right hon. friend would 
say that the time had come for some 
more definite action. This was in no 
wise a party question. It was a subject 
which had excited the indignation of a 
great many of our fellow citizens through- 
out the kingdom, and if ever there was 
a case in which the life-blood of a people 
called loudly for help this was a case, 
and he could not feel that they would 
call upon his right hon. friend in vain. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
GREY, Northumberland, Berwick) : 


Everyone knows that great anxiety 
and very deep interest are felt in this 


country with regard to the decision 
which the Belgian Parliament — will, 


I presume, now take ina very short 
time. But | will ask those who do feel 
anxiety in regard to this question to 
remember also that, however much the 
decision may be a matter of anxiety to 
those who have treaty rights in regard to 
the existing Congo State, it must be a 
matter of very great anxiety at this 
moment to Belgium herself. The Belgian 
Parliament is on the eve of taking one of 
the most anxious and momentous de- 
cisions that have ever been before a State 
—the question of whether they should 
take over, with all its obligations and all 
the existing conditions now attached to it, 
this enormous territory of the Congo. It 
is really impossible for us to discuss with 
complete freedom, at a moment when the 
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decision of the Belgian Parliament is in 
suspense, the whole question of the 
Congo. I do not think it is fair, 
and I think it would be resented there, 
if, while they are in the throes 
of a decision, they were to be harassed 
by constant declarations from a foreign 
Government on the subject of the 
Congo. What I thought the other 
day was necessary was that the 
position of the British Government 
and its view of its treaty rights 
should be made quite clear to the Belgian 
Government and published before the 
Belgian Parliament came to its decision. 
That has been done in the Papers already 
laid and published, aud further Papers 
will be laid very soon. I should have 
been glad if they cou'd have been laid | 
this week, but it is only fair that they | 
should be laid simultaneously here and in | 
Belgium. 1am now informed that they | 
cannot be published before the beginning | 
of next week, and the House will then 
have risen for what, after all, is to be a | 
comparatively short holiday. I would 
ask hon. Members in advance to bear in 
mind that, although the Papers cannot be 
published for a week, yet, when the 
Papers do appear, further correspondence 


decision is come to which commits this 
country to any final view of the matter, 
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cannot be a departmental decision on 


consideration of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment asa whole. All I can say now is 
that, if that situation does arise, it will 
receive the serious consideration of the 
Government as a whole, because we are: 
not prepared to revert to the old condi- 
tion of affairs under which for years our 
treaty rights have been violated. I trust 
that such a situation will not arise, but 
that the Belgian Parliament will soon 
come to its decision, and will not leave us 
in any doubt. But should the Belgian 
Parliament come to a decision not to 
annex, then, as I have said and [ still 
hold, the situation is one which His 
Majesty’s Government will have to con- 
sider very carefully, and whatever we do 
must be some new departure from the old 
policy. 





Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 8.) 


_cailed attention to the prison treatment 


of the suffragists now undergoing terms 
of imprisonment for offences arising out 
of the “ votes for women” movement. 
| Whatever might be said of the merits of 
| the claim, he maintained that the offences 


| for which the women had been committed 
must take place, and before any final | to prison were political offences. 


There 
were between twenty and thirty women 
in prison for offences connected with the 


the whole question will be seriously con-| movement, and until quite recently he 


sidered by His Majesty’s Government. 


had not the smallest notion that there 


We shall also have to consider the view | was anything rigorous in their treatment. 


which the United States takes of the situa- 
tion, and further Papers will be presented 
to the House before the country can be 
committed in any way to a final view by 
His Majesty’s Government on this ques- 
tion. That covers one part of the question 
of my hon. friend. Another point which 
he pressed was—What will happen sup- 
posing the Belgian Parliament do not 
come to any decision to annex ‘I replied 
the other day to the hon. Member for 
Gravesend, and I take the same view of 
the situation which would then arise as I 
did when I then spoke. A very serious 
question would arise for us to consider. 
Supposing Belgium decided not to annex, 
and supposing we had, for an indefinite 
time, to deal with the existing state of 
affairs in the Congo, which we consider 
has been a violation of our treaty rights 
and of the obligations on which the Congo 
State was originally founded—if we have 
to revert to that situation—then a very 
serious question will have arisen. It 
Sir Edward Grey. 


Political prisoners were treated as first 
-el+ss misdemeanants, they were allowed 
to do their own work, they had their 
'own food supplied to them, and they 
were allowed to see their friends. In 
short, they were placed in the same 
position as Dr. Jameson when he was 
committed to prison in connection with 
the Transvaal Raid. But he found that 
the treatment to which these ladies 
were subjected was very much the re- 
verse. They had behaved like heroines, 
for, to do them justice, they kad made 
/no complaint themselves. He had not 
the slightest idea that these ladies were 
'placed in a position of humiliation, and 
|that they were subjected to severe 
physieal hardships, until casually he 
looked at a newspaper and saw a letter 
from an old friend, Mr. Logan, in which 
‘he described what his daughter had 
| endured during six weeks imprisonment. 
The treatment meted out to that brave 
girl was not what anyone should be 


our part; it must receive the serious, 
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subjected 


daughter, who had just been released, 
was confined during twenty-three hours 
per day in a solitary cell, and that the 
hour during which she was let out was 
divided between attendance at chapel 
and a round of exercise. The cell was 
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to for a suffragist offence. ; Crown has, and which has never been 
Mr. Logan stated in his letter that his | 
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taken from it, to modify a sentence. He 
is the person who has really the control 
in this matter. He is the Minister of 
justice. ‘These matters—prison regulations 
and the moving of offenders from one 


| class of misdemeanants to another—are 


unwholesome, and it rarely let in the | 


light. 


*\Ir. SPEAKER: How does the hon. 
Member think this matter is relevant to 
the Appropriation Bill ? 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: The salary 
of the Home Secretary is in the Appro- 
jriation Bill. My contention is that the 
Home Secretary should have removed 
these ladies from the second class 
division to the first class division. 


*\Min. SPEAKER: That does not 
rest with the Home Secretary. It rests 
with the committing magistrates. That 
has been pointed out several times. It 
is entirely in the discretion of the 
magistrates. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Irrespective 
altogether of that discretion, the Home 
Secretary is the Minister who exercises 
the prerogative of mercy, and he can 
modify these sentences. The precedents 
are strong. There is the precedent of 
the Jameson case. There are the pre- 
cedents of cases in which prisoners are 
sentenced to death and where the Crown 
commutes the sentence. Of course, if 
you think that I am in the slightest 
degree out of order, | will not pursue the 
subject now, but I will raise the question 
in another way. I am criticising the 
action of the Home Secretary in not 
advising the Crown to place those ladies, 
notwithstanding the magistrates’ decision, 
in the position of first-class misdemean- 
ants. 


*\Ir. SPEAKER: Lam afraid thatis a 
matter which the Home Secretary has 
not in his power. It rests with the hon. 
Member to show that he has the power. 
[ have heard it several times denied from 
the box. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL : This is the 
constitutional law of the case. The Home 


Secretary is the Minister responsible for | 
the exercise of the prerogative which the | population, as to the supply of energy 


actually vested in him, and would be 
vested in him no matter what any statute 
says, unless the prerogative of mercy, 
vested in the Crown, is abrogated by 
statute, and, not only abrogated by 
statute, but abrogated by the previous 
consent of the Crown. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: These ladies were 
imprisoned by their own choice. 


And, it being a quarter past Eight of 
the clock, and there being Private Busi- 
ness set down for consideration by 
direction of the Chairman of Ways and 
Means uncer Standing Order No. 8, 
further Proceeding was postponed with- 
out Question put. 


LONDON AND DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 
SUPPLY BILL [Lorps] (By ORDER). 


Order for Second Reading read. 


Motion made and Question proposed, 
“That this Bill be read a second time.’ 


*\Ir. CHAPLIN (Surrey, Wimbledon) 
said he did not rise to oppose the Bill on 
general grounds ; nor was he concerned 
to take that course, but he found that 
the Borough of Wimbledon and_ the 
Urban District of Merton were both of 
them included in the area defined in 
Clause 48, and that their inclusion would 
be highly injurious to those parts of the 
constituency which he represented. 
Those were the grounds upon which, in 
the absence of Members who had notices 
on the Paper, he opposed the Second 
Reading of the Bill, and when he had 
stated his reasons for doing so, he 
believed the House would agree that he 
was right. His objections were founded on 
the facts contained in the petition from 
the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of th- 
Borough of Wimbledon against the Bill. 
That borough contained an area of 3,220 
acres, a population of 50,000, a rateable 
value of £454,000, and the needs and 
requirements of that area, and the 
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both for lighting and power 
poses were amply met already by the 
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pur: | 


petitioners themselves, who were the | 


undertakers for this purpose in that 
particular locality, under various Electric 
Lighting Orders dating from 1897 to 1903. 
In the case of Wimbledon under the 
Electric Lighting Order, 1887, confirmed 
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altogether from Clause 48. If he had 
an understanding on that point he would 
not feel it necessary to oppose the Second 
Reading of the Bill, but until he had he 
should do so, and with that object he 
begged to move that the Bill be read a 


second time that day three months. 


by the Electric Lighting Order, 1897, | 


Confirmation (No, 2) Act, 1897, and in 
the case of Merton, under the Wimbledon 
Electric Lighting (Extension) Order, 
1903, confirmed by the Electric Lighting 
Confirmation (No. 7) Act of 1893, the 
petitioners had erected a generating 
station and other works at a capital cost of 
no less than £182,394, and they were now 
supplying energy for the public lighting 
of their borough, and to consumers within 
their area of supply both for light and 
power. That being so, the petitioners 
very naturally complained that there 
was no justification whatever for this 
new company seeking to invade their 
territory and to compete with them 
in the of 


supply electric light or 
power. He submitted that in the 
case of an undertaking so_ recently 


established as 1893 it would be contrary 
ty public policy, and would inflict a great 
and unmerited loss on the ratepayers of 
the district. In proof of this it was 
stated by the petitioners that the 
Bill had been so drawn that if passed 
in its present form it would enable 
the company to compete with the existing 
undertaking of the local authority both 
inside and outside the county of London 
in such a way as to deprive them of their 
best business, actual and _ prospective. 
And it would be idle to deny that if the 
company got the powers sought for and 
the capital to put them in force they 
would be enabled to take away some 
business from the borough undertaking, 
seeing it would be worth the company’s 
while to offer a supply of electricity at 
very low or even unremunerative terms 
to the would-be consumers so as to cripple 
the existing undertaking and force the 
indertakers to sell their undertaking to 
the company. So far as the districts of 
Wimbledon and Merton were concerned, 
that was the case he had to submit to 
the consideration of the House against 
che Bill. He was not concerned to 
oppose the Bill on other grounds, but it 
seemed to him that it would be only 
right and fair with regard to these two 


places that they should be excluded | 


Mr. Chaplin. 


j said he 


|the reasons given by the 


*Mr. TIMOTHY DAVIES (Fulham) 
was very glad to second 
Amendment, although not for 
right hon. 
Gentleman. Even if the right hon. 
Gentleman withdrew his objection it 
was his intention to press the Amend- 
ment to a division. He was_ sorry 
that the Bill had been set down 
for Second Reading at so late a day 


the 


in this part of the session when so 
many hon. Members had gone away, 


and when possibly more than half of 
them were absent from London. The 
progress of the Bill could not have been 
accelerated in any way by bringing on 
the Second Reading that night, and it 
might have been taken at a later date, 
when a full House could have been present. 
His objection to the Bill was founded 
on principle and not on a few details ; and 
that could not be overcome by any sug- 
gested Amendments in Committee. They 
had been told that the whole of the 
London Members, with the exception of 
two, were in favour of the Bill. He 
thought that that was a most misleading 
statement, as there were a large number 
of representatives of London constituen- 
cies who were prepared to vote against 
the Second Reading. They had been 
also told that the two Members referred 
to were the agents of the Metropolitan 
borough councils, and that they took 
the very narrowest views on questions 
like that involved in the Second Reading 
of the Bill. He did not represent the 
Metropolitan borough councils, although 
his own borough agreed with the course 
he was taking. His object, and that of 
those who were supporting him, was to 
stop the Bill at this stage and prevent it 
getting into Committee, in order to save 
the money of the ratepayers and of the 
promoters, although with the latter he 
had notso much concern. They opposed 
the Bill because it proposed to give 
powers to the promoters gratis over a 
vast area which they had done nothing 
to develop, but which had been 
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built up by the ratepayers’ money to a | to Parliament for powers always posed 


very large extent. The area was 
different from any other in the world, 
and there were already within it thirty-five 
or forty authorities supplying electricity 
to the public. In the County of London 
alone there were sixteen 
authorities. The area contained a large 
population which a few years hence 
would amount to no less than 10,000,000. 
It included large portions of four different 
counties. He admitted that the supply of 
cheap electricity was very important, but 
he could prove easily that there was noth- 
ing offered to consumers in the Bill which 
would come below the prices at present 
charged by existing authorities, especially 
to small consumers. The large con- 
sumers could take care of themselves 
and make their own bargains. There 
was nothing in the Bill to compel this 
company to supply electricity for power 
purposes at a rate lower than that at 
which it was already supplied. There 
were other things besides cheap electricity 
If the Bill passed in 
its present form without some modifica- 
tionofsome of its clauses it gave power to 
the company to break up streets without 
asking the permission of anyone. Great 
objection was taken to that power being 
given to the company. The number 
of authorities in the Metropolis who 
were entitled to break up the streets 
for their own purposes was already so 
large, and their powers 
extensive, and the expense 


to be e Msi¢ lered. 


were so 
caused to 


the local authorities by their actions | 


s» great, that he contended that this 
power should not be granted except in 
cases Of absolute necessity. No one 
would contend that to have electric 
energy at the lowest price was a necessity. 
If this Bill was passed power would be 
given to this great monopoly to compete 
with its weaker neighbours, whether 
they were private companies or municipal 
authorities, and to supply for a certain 
period within particular areas energy 
at such a price as would compel their 
competitors to accept their terms for 
their undertaking. What would become 
of “cheap electricity” after that had 
been accomplished, and when at the 
end of ten or fifteen years this huge 


monopoly had the whole of the 
area entirely at its merey? These. 
great monopolies when they came 


as philanthropists. From reading the 
Bill before the House one would imagine 
that eight or ten gentlemen were pro- 
moting the Bill as a matter of pure 


| philanthropy, and were spending their 
municipal | 


money in order that people should be 
able to obtain cheap electricity. When 
they had obtained their powers it would 
not be Id. or 2d., but 4d. or 5d. per unit 
that they would charge. Furthermore, 
there was no obligation on the part oj 
the company to supply anybody unless 
they desired to do so. The President 
of the Board of Trade wished to insert 
a provision that this undertaking should 
be purchased by the London County 
Council at a certain date. Let the House 
contrast that with what transpired in 
1906, when a Bill promoted by a ** pro- 
gressive’ London County Council was 
before the Committee. That Bill was 
dropped owing to the then President of 
the Board of Trade seeking to make it 
obligatory upon them to provide energy 
to all who asked for it. If that was 
necessary then why not now? That 
right hon. Gentleman also suggested in 
1907 that the Bill of that vear should 
contain a clause giving power to the 
London County Council, if they se 
desired, to lease the undertaking until 
1931, at which date the undertaking 
should resort entirely to the municipalities 
of London. This company now came 
asking for power to lease the under- 
taking until 1961, with a provision that 
it should be competent to the London 
County Council to purchase the under- 
taking in 1931. They could purchase 
it, but at what price? Not at the price 
of the cost of the material alone, but 
with the value of the goodwill for thirty 
vears tacked on, and added to that price 
10 per cent. was to go to the promoters. 
The thing was monstrous. The purchase 
clause was a sham, and was never in- 
tended to be anything else. He seconded 
the rejection of the Bill. 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘now’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘ upon 
this day three months.’ ”°—(Mr. Chaplin.) 


Question proposed, ‘That the word 
‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 
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Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, | of London ratepayers—and there wer: 


8.W.) expressed his pleasure in supporting 
his hon. friend the Member for Fulham 
in this matter. The hon. Gentleman’s 
constituency was at one end of London, 
and his own was at the other, and that 
might be taken as the extent of the 
feeling that had been raised by this Bill. 
He did not intend to refer to the purchase 
clause, monstrous though it was, except 
to point out that the form of that clause 
was an indication to the House of how 
little they could trust a Parliamentary 
Committee to protect the interests of 
London. Those who had these interests 
at heart, therefore, must take the duty 
upon themselves and give the Bill 
its quietus. He did not rest his objection 
to the Bill upon the purchase clause, 
which it might be contended could be 
altered, but on far broader grounds. 
He objected to the creation of great 
monopolies. He objected to these great 
powers being handed over to a speculative 
syndicate. Surely London had suffered 
enough from similar policy in the past. 
Recently London had to buy out the 
water companies at a price which had tied 
a dead weight round the neck of the 
ratepayers for the next three generations. 
Yet, with a light heart, the House was 
asked, and London Members were urged, 
to repeat the old mistake upon a colossal 
scale. It was proposed to bring into 
existence a company with a capital of 
£4,500,000, and to grant to that company 
power to manufacture, sell, and distribute 
in bulk electrical power for London, and 
an enormous area round London. It 
was proposed to authorise the company 
to tear up the streets in order to lay down 
their pipes, to abstract from the Thames 
200,000,000 gallons of water daily, and 
to carry their line, whether the London 
County Council liked it or not, through 
the Blackwall and Rotherhithe Tunnels. 
He mentioned these matters to show how 
extraordinary were some of the con- 
cessions which it was proposed to confer 
upon Sir Hugh Bell, Bart., and the syndi- 
cate of gentlemen named in the Bill. 
The Bill gave to the new company powers 
to compete with the existing municipal 
distributors of electricity. He knew 
the borough councils were not popular 
in certain quarters, but he could not 
forget that they represented the London 
ratepayers, and that it was the money 





many millions of that money—which 
was at rest in these municipal enterprises, 
It was said by those who differed from 
him that they ought to be willing to 
accept the Bill, because the London 
County Council was to have power 
to purchase the undertaking. The com- 
pany would be put in a position to 
destroy businesses which had been built 
up with the money of the London 
ratepayers, represented by the London 
County Council; and, when _ those 
businesses had been destroyed, it was 
proposed to buy the company, again with 
the money of the ratepayers of London, 
represented by the London County 
Council. Such a grotesque scheme had 
never been conceived outside the realms 
of Gilbertian opera. Jt was a farce 
from many points of view, but it was a 
tragedy for the London ratepayers. 
It was said—and this weighed with some 
people—that the Bill would give a cheap 
supply of electricity ; but he contended, 
without fear of contradiction, that there 
was no security within the four corners 
of the Bill of a cheap supply at all. 
It was true the second schedule contained 
a scale of prices, but it was not a scale of 
prices for electrical power to the ordinary 
consumer, but for the supply in bulk to 
distributive companies. It might be 
that large industrial which 
took a very large supply would get it 
at a shade lower than the price they were 
paying at the present time; but there 
was no kind of security in the Bill for 
the protection of the man with a small 
industrial concern, whom this House 
ought to protect. He was surprised 
that some of his colleagues were going to 
support the Bill. He considered their 
reasons were absolutely inadequate, and he 
could hardly understand how hon. Gentle: 
men who, upon a hundred platforms had 
denounced this policy of handing over 
London to a speculative company, could 
now turn their backs upon their convic- 
tions and vote for the Bill. He cordially 
supported its rejection. 


concerns 


THe PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to THE BOARD or EDUCATION 
(Mr. McKrynon Woop, Glasgow, St. 
Rollox) said he could hardly give a 
silent vote upon the question. His two 
hon. friends had dealt with it as if it 
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were a very simple matter indeed, but 
he did not know any subject which was 
much more complicated than the present 
position of the supply of electricity in 
London, and there was no subject affect- 
ing great industrial interests which was 
in a more unsatisfactory condition. He 
might be entirely wrong and his hon. 
friends right, but the reasons they had 
adduced did not prove it in the least. 
The hon. Member for Fulham was quite 
inaccurate in some of his descriptions 
of the Bill. He had _ pointed out 
that the Board of Trade required 
the Council to enter into an obliga- 
tion to supply electricity, and he said 
that therein they had treated the Council 
worse than they had treated this company. 
Personally, he objected, as the mover 
of the Second Reading of the Council 
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of electrical power was a matter of great 
industrial importance and urgency. The 
Committee which dealt with the matter 
in 1906 pointed out that in their opinion 


| the provision of further electrical power 


Bill, to its being made obligatory ; but | 


in the sense in which it was desired to 


make that Bill obligatory this Bill was | 


also obligatory. 
to suppose there 
between the two. 


was any diiterence 


Mr. TIMOTHY DAVIES: It is not 
made obligatory upon the company to 
supply the small consumers. 


*Mr. MCKINNON WOOD said his hon. 
friend displayed his ignorance in that 
remark, The Council was not obliged to 
supply small consumers. There was 
this contradiction in the arguments of 
hoth his hon. friends. They complained 
in the first place that the company 
would compete with the borough 
councils, and secondly, that it would not 
have to supply small consumers. It was 


for the protection of the borough councils | in a Bill with modifications to which he 


that the provisions had been put in, | 


limiting their powers of supply. 
It was a bulk Bill for the supply of 
electricity to distributors. He held no 
brief for the company, but he might 
say that the price in the Bill was the 
lowest ever inserted in any Bill for supply 
in bulk, and it was lower than the County 
Council itself proposed. The complica- 
tion of the question arose from the fact 
that powers were given for electrical 
supply at the time when there was no 
central authority in London. So far as 
they were given to municipal authorities, 
they were given to vestries in areas 


too small for the purpose. The supply 


It was an entire mistake | 


| thirdly, 





| secondly, that 


in London was so important and pressing 
that they did not view with favour the 
possibility of the question being indefi- 
nitely hung up. He entirely agreed with 
his hon. friend in prefering a complete 
municipal solution of the matter; and ir 
1906 he had the honour, on behalf of the 
London County Council, of introducing a 
Bill for dealing with the question by way 
of creating a municipal bulk supply, 
though he must point out that if that Bill 
had passed they would not have got 
a complete and unified — electrical 
supply. He very much preferred that 
solution to the solution with which 
they were faced at the present day. 
The objects with which he brought the 
Bill of 1906 forward were three. First 
of all it was that they should have a 
cheap supply of electricity in London ; 
they might ultimately 
have a unification of that supply : 
that they might ultimately 
have a municipal supply. He had not 
changed his views. He believed in 
these objects now and thought them 
desirable, and any action he might take 
on this subject would be in the direction 
of those objects and in no other direction, 


and, 


but it was not so simple a question 
whether those objects were best obtah ed 
by rejecting the Pill or bydealing with it 
as proposed by the President of the 
Board of Trade. Last year, so much 
did he feel the urgency of the question, 
that when the County Council brought 


was entirely opposed, he advocated its 
Second Reading, hoping that it might 
be so shaped in Committee as to bring 
about the objects he had described. 
There was no municipal Bill this year, 
and there was no possibility whatever 
of one. He would not for a moment 
support the Bill if it were not for the 
important modifications proposed in the 
instruction of the President of the Board 
of Trade, nor did he in the least approve 
of the proposed terms of purchase which 
came to them from a Committee of the 
other House. The period of fifty-two 
vears was too long and other terms 
required modification ; but it was 
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obviously a matter which should be re- 
ferred to a Committee of the House. If 
the terms of purchase were still somewhat 
exorbitant, then it would be a- matter 
for consideration on Third Reading. He 
wanted to point out the different classes 
of objection to the Bill. First of all, 
there was the kind of objection repre- 
sented by the right hon. Gentleman 
the Member for Wimbledon. He said : 
‘“Cut Wimbledon out of the Bill and 
I do not care what you do.” Members 
came from various borough councils 
in London and their argument 
just the same. To hear hon. Members 
speak one would imagine that this 
company had unrestricted power of 
competition with Wimbledon, Bethnal 
Green, and Fulham. He was not ignorant 
as to the sources of the opposition, 
but the powers of competition were 
most carefully safeguarded. If the pro- 
posals of the promoters of the Bill had 
been carried they would have had certain 
advantages to consumers, but they would 
have permitted more effective competition 
with the existing authorities. But that 
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competition had been carefully safe- 
guarded. The existing companies had 


had a 
the matter in their own way. 
a very extraordinary thing. 
had no whisper of opposition to the 


was | 


{COMMONS} 





great opportunity of settling | 
It was | 


They had | 


proposals of the existing companies, | 
but if the proposals of the existing | 


companies were carried without this 


Bill they were sterilising the develop- | 


ment of electricity in London, because 
once they gave these companies the 


power of linking up they would hear | 


no more of cheapening electricity. If | 


they had put forward a definite scheme 
for a comprehensive supply and a large 
central generating station, they would 
have occupied an unassailable position. 


But instead of that they had failed to | 


agree. They had two Bills representing 
two groups of these companies. They 
put forward the view that there was 
an adequate provision at the present 
moment, that they supplied all the 
power that was necessary, and he sup- 
posed, quite cheaply enough. He 
thought electricity ought to be about 
half the price it was at present. They 
actually said that their present generating 
stations were adequate. Were progres- 
sive London members to accept that 


Mr. McKinnon Wood. 
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Were they to be so in- 


position ? 
different to the industrial develop- 
ment of London as to let the 
matter stand in that position and allow 
the borough councils and the existing com- 
panies to go on as they were at present ? 
Committee after committee had had 
that argument before them and rejected 
that solution. No Committee had 
taken the view of the existing com- 
panies. Then they had an opposition 
which was more serious—that of the 
borough councils. When he had the 
duty of trying to pilot a municipal bulk 
supply Bill through a Committee, his 
bitterest and most effective opponents 
were the borough councils. They cared 
nothing for the supply of electricity in 
London, but they did care for the supply 
of electricity in Fulham, Bethnal Green, 
and Wimbledon. They took a_ purely 
parochial view. Month by month, almost 
week by week, the Gounty Council 
had applications from borough councils 
for capital in order to extend generating 
stations, which in many cases were too 
small for working, and 
badly placed to supply cheap electricity. 
The remedy for that was to have a cheap 
bulk supply, so that the supplemental 
supply might not be got by an extravagant 
waste of capital, but be given froma large 
station which could supply on the cheapest 
possible terms. Seeing that the London 
County Council would not provide that 
generating station, which was the solu- 
tion he would have preferred, he was 
not prepared to say he would not allow 
anyone else to do it. It was to the 
interest, not only of the ratepayers of 
London, and the vast district outside, 
which was growing and requiring more 
electricity, but of the ratepayers in the 
areas which his hon. friends thought 
they were defending, because if those 
ratepayers were going on in ail wn 
economical way their undertakings could 
not possibly be so profitable or supply at 
so cheap a rate as if they were getting 
their bulk supply on the best possible 
terms. But the crux of the whole ques- 
tion, and this was the consideration 
which would determine his vote, was that 
they had not only not got a proper muni- 
cipal supply, but they had no prospect 
ofa unified municipal supply under the pre- 
sent system. The right of purchase that 
existed was nominal and not real and 
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effective. The borough councils, though 
they had a nominal right of purchase, 
had in only one or two cases any practical 
hope of ever buying the undertakings 
of the company. One company which 
supplied nine different local authority 
areas had only two generating stations. 
and it was a common that the 
mains were purchaseable, but they would 
not be able to buy the generating stations. 
What was the position about this right 
of purchase ? Were the borough councils 
losing anything substantial? They were 
only losing a nominal right in nine cases 
out of ten and not an effective right, 
because the small area, even if they 
could purchase, could never be a_per- 
manent solution of the question. These 
borough councils objected as strongly 
to a comprehensive bulk supply being 
given by the County Council as they 
now objected to a supply being given 
by a company. His hon. friend did not 
raise the question of the area or the 
engineering proposals, and that was very 
natural because the engineering proposals 
were the same as existed in the Council's 
Bill, and the area was very nearly the 
sime. He was rather surprised at the 
hon. Member for Fulham objecting to 
seeing the County Council go outside its 
own area for a municipal purpose. That 
was not the kind of sentiment he ex- 
pected from him. That was the very 
difficulty they had to deal with in the case 
of the waterworks, which led to the setting 
up of a board, and that was the difficult y 
which had given rise to proposals about 
traffic. One of the reasons why he 
welcomed this proposal was that «it 
would give the County Council power to 
purchase an undertaking which extended 
beyond its area, because they must re- 
cognise that where they had a great 
town and surrounding areas, which were 
best served by municipal undertakings, 
they must give the great town the 
opportunity of serving the areas which 
were not within the artificial lines of 
local government. That was one of 
the great advantages in the proposal 
of the President of the Board of Trade. 
He recommended the House to give the 
Bill a Second Reading and refer it to a 
Committee, who would consider what 
would be a just scheme of purchase, a 
scheme which would be fair to the rate- 
payers of London. He did not agree 
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with the present scheme, but he believed 
they could not consider this Bill by 
itself. They had to consider the position 
of the companies. The Committee had 
agreed to give them powers of linking up. 
[t would be a calamity to give the existing 
companies a power of linking up without 
creating a bulk supply. They had to 
consider the matter altogether. His 
ultimate object was unification and 
municipalisation of the electricity supply. 
They could not get that all at once. If 
they had carried their Bills in 1906 
they would only have got one step 
towards that end. He was not prepared 
to refuse to take a step which was practi- 
cable at the moment; and everybody 
knew that there was no_ probability 
of the present London County Couneil 
bringing forward a municipal proposal. 
The difficult questions of purchase and 
of deciding what was to be the ultimate 
authority would thus be settled, and he 
regarded that as so great a step forward, 
that he would vote for this Bill. 


Electricity Supply Bill. 


Mr. ROWLANDS (Kent, Dertford) 
speaking as a representative of three 
municipal authorities which had under- 


taken electric lighting and trams and 
were supplying great works with 
electricity, said that he was rightly 
asked by those authorities to look 


after their interest and welfare when a 
large supply like this was being created. 
The hon. Gentleman had put forward 
certain qualifications which he hoped 
might be embodied when the Bill came‘out 
of the Committee, and then appealed to 
them to let the Bill go to Committee, 
urging that if these things were not con- 
ceded they could deal with the Bill cn 
Third Reading. But when thev fought 
a private Bill on principle they must 
take it on the Reading. If 
they moved to reject a Bill on 
Third Reading the stereotyped argu- 
ment was that they should have taken 
the earlier opportunity, that huge 
expense had been incurred and the Bill 
thrashed out before a Committee, and 
that it would be wrong to go against 
the Committee’s decision? His hon. 
friend said he knew the _— sources 
from which the opposition sprang. He 
thought those were the right sources to 
look after their interests. He was not 
attacking private companies, but he 
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was specially corcerred in the question 
from the poirt of view of municipal | 
authorities who had their own supply. | 
Could they be expected to sit silently by 
while a big corporation came into exis- 
tence, without taking every opportunity 
to defend the right given them by Parlia- | 
ment and to see that the welfare of the 
community was looked after? The 
promoters of this Bill were absorbing 
a large portion of Kent, and he wanted 
to know whv they were going there. 
If the County Council did not pur- 
chase in the vear 1931 then this 
large trust would have another ten vears, 
and again if not bought up at the end of 
that ten vears this huge corporation 
would continue for a further period. 
Practically this great corporation would 
say to the municipal authorities: 
* Although we have no authority over 
vour area we are going to purchase vou 


out of existence.’ Did the Govern- 
ment think that was an easy task / 
Why was the Water Board formed ! 


Simply because there were a series of 
water companies in existence the areas of 
which were not confined to the area of 
the London County Council, but went 
out into the other surrounding counties. 
That was exactly the case in this Bill. 
The moment an attempt was made to 
buy out those outside areas they would 
sav: “If vou are going to purchase 
our electric supply we must have a 
voice in the matter.” The same thing 
would arise in connection with the electric 
supply as happened in regard to the water 
supply. 


Mr. McKINNON WOOD: But we 


have avoided that. 


Mr. ROWLANDS said that was not so. 
On the contrary they were creating it. 
In his district thev had a distinet supply 
of their own which they thought they 
could control themselves. There were 


other municipal authorities in the area | 


dealt with who had control of their 
own electric lighting and trams, and 
supplied the local industries with elec- 
tricitv, and of course, they meant to 
have 2 voice in this matter. He supposed 
that his experience with regard to muni- 
cipal light in London was not shorter than 
that of anv other hon. Member in the 
House. In fact, he thought he had been 


Mr. Rowlands. 
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mixed up with it longer than any other 
hon. Member. He knew the great diffi- 
culties attending any attempt to get 
extended. He was not going 
to deal with the question of purchase 
because that had nothing to do with it. 
His hon. friend had thrown that question 
to the four winds of heaven. He would 
like to know what security they had 
after passing the Second Reading thai 
they would have any better terms 
put in upstairs. They were all aware 
that the details of the Bill must be 
discussed upstairs, but the measure 
having passed the Committee they had 
to look at the terms inserted with the 
consent of the promoters, and so far as 
thev knew those were the terms that 
would pass. Hf they altered those terms 
root and branch they would take away 
the whole of the demand of the pro- 
moters ; they would have incurred 
all enormous expenditure of the money 
of the local authorities, and on the Third 
Reading they would have to reject the 
measure. What did this octopus want to 
do? It wanted to cross the Thames 
through the tunnels constructed at the 
expense of the ratepavers, and come into 
the areas of the local authorities, and 
it was not going to supply the small 
consumer—the localities could do that, 
because it would not pay. It was 
said that they would have the protection 
of the Board of Trade, but he preferred 
not to rely upon that. In his district 
they had now the power to supply their 
own manufacturers with electricity, and 
thev were doing it. He was strongly in 
favour of a cheap supply of electricity, 
but he was also strongly and deter- 
minedly opposed to creating another 
trust. Along with some of his hon. 
friends he had fought gigantic monopolie 
like the water companies, vear after vear. 
and he was old enough to remember 
when Mr. Cross’s Bill was introduced 
in the latter part of the seventies. The 
succeeded in getting rid of the water com- 
panies and they had got a public supply. 


areas 





|Now they had an important measur 


promoted by the Board of Trade, passing 
through a Joint Committee, the object of 
which was to get all the private interest 
in the Docks of London into the 
hands of a public authority, in order 
that the well-being of the community 
at large might be looked after. That 
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Bill provided for things which he 
did not care for, but they had always 


London and District 


realised that it was necessary to have | 


one great public authority representing 
varied interests, from the working men 
to the wharfingers and the merchants, 
and consequently they created a public 
authority to manage the river. If they 
could introduce a scheme to constitute 
a body for the purpose of looking after 
the interests of municipal authorities 
now supplying electricity in bulk they 
were prepared to consider it, but with the 
experience they had had of these great 
enterprises he hoped they were not going 
to create any more ofthem. Thetimeto 
fight this Bill was now. They were not 
voing to allow to be created a huge trust 
which had not in any way promised them 
a cheaper supply of electricity nor under- 


taken to meet the difficultv of giving 
a bulk supply under proper condi- 
tions. He contended that this was a 


juestion which ought to be in the hands 
of the representatives of the people. 


*Mr. CAVE (Surrey, Kingston) said 
he was going to vote in the same lobby 
as the hon. Member who had just spoken, 
but he came to the same conclusion from 
a somewhat different point of view. He 
was not so much in love with municipal 
enterprise of all kinds; but Parliament 
having for many years not only allowed 
but encouraged local bodies to supply 
electricity, he did not favour the proposal] 
to create a private body now, with power 
to compete with the local bodies. The 
hon. Member who from the Treasurv 
Bench said he was in favour of the 
municipal solution had a strange way 
of showing it. It was said that this 
Bill would supply them with cheap 
electrical energy, but there was no pro- 
vision in the Bill that the 
should get the energy cheap. Even if 
a limit were inserted it would be an 
illusion. This great body might begin 
with cheap energy and the effect would 
be to destroy other sources of supply. 
When that end had been achieved and 
the other competing authorities had 
gone, prices would go up and the consumer 
would have to pay a great deal more. 
The hon. Member who spoke from the 
Treasury Bench said that if they allowed 
existing companies to combine they 
would put up the price. Surely that 


consumer 
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was equally true of the body thev were 
proposing to create under this Bill. He 
noticed that the purchase clause had 
gone, or at any rate, it had been aban- 


' doned. 


Mr. JOHN WARD (Stoke-on-Trent): 
They are going to propose thirty years 
goodwill. 


*Mr. CAVE said that they were 
going to give purchasing powers to 
the London County Council. After 
all, the local authorities outside of 
London thought that they could manage 
their affiirs, and the 
that the London County Council, with 
all its merits, should power t> 
extend its hand, over the 


great county of London, but over three 


own proposal 
have 
not only 
exclusion. 
of the county councils of those counties, 
which he could not support. 
He did not wish to sav a word agains‘ 
the London C but the 
proposal now made was antagonistic to 


the prin. ‘ple of local government, becaus2 


counties to the 


Was one 


yunty Couneil, 


it proposed that one county council 


should have power to go into the area 


of others. 


The instruction proposed to 


be given to inserS a power for the 
London County Council to purchase the 


undertaking would make the Bill worse. 


Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich) could not 
understand whv the Government had 
taken up this Bill. There were many 
interesting private Members’ Bills which 
they might have taken up which would 
have been a real boon to the community, 
instead of giving facilities for a company 
like this to fleece the public. His hon. 
friend the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Board of Elueation had used an 
elaborate argumenttoshow how theycou'd 
get over the trouble. He had always 
thought it a wicked thing to get over 
trouble in our own time, and leave it to 
somebody else. Ifthere was fighting to be 
done, why did they not tackle it them- 
selves? Had the Government taken 
this course because they wanted certain 
opposition out of the way at the next 
election? The question was whether what 
was now proposed was right or wrong. 
These people were not coming in from 
love of the small trader. They were 
giving these people power for all 
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time, and it was quite easy to see | would like to say a word in reply to the 


what would happen. Why were these 
great interests being studied? This 
Bill, while looking after certain imterests, 
would leave all the other people out. 
Why did not the Government say to all 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the authorities in and around London: | 


“We will create a board and give vou 
representation upon it.” That would 
have been a strong policy to pursue, and 
no one would have dared to say that 
the board was being created in the interest 
of a few people who desired to do the 
work for the public good, while also 
desirous at the same time of getting a 
little more percentage out of it 
themselves. The question in connection 
with these enterprises always was “* How 
much more can I get out of it?” He 
could not understand the late Pro- 
gressive Leader in the London County 
Council speaking in favour of the Bill. 
There ought to be no easy path to an 
honest goal, and if they had to fight, 


for | 





let them fight now, and not put it off | 


to future generations. They were asked 


to create the biggest trust that London | 


had ever known or ever would know, 
and one that left the water companies 
absolutely in the shade. He thought he 


| duties. 


was entitled to ask whether there were | 


many parties in the House 
were interested in the Bill, and whether 
the Deputy Speaker, if he was in the 
Chair when the question was put, would 
instruct that no person interested in it 
should go into the lobby to vote upon 
it. They were entitled to know that 
because it left a prodigious amount of 
suspicion in his mind. 
might be wrong. He hated to think 
interest, but they should be satisfied on 
the point. 
taken it up? What was behind it all ? 
He asked the Government to leave the 
matter entirely to the House rather 
than that a profit-mongering scheme 
like this should be foisted on London 
and the neighbouring districts. 


‘Mr. DICKINSON (St. Pancras, N.) 
said that the discussion showed how very 
complicated the question now before 
the House was. It was a question 
which could not be decided by a mere 
application of first principles, however 
lofty those principles might be. He 

Mr. Crooks. 


Why had the Government | 


who | 


He hoped he | 


observations that fell from his hon, 
friend the Member for Kingston and 
others with regard to the position of 
the local authorities outside of London. 
Thev asked why the local authorities 
outside London should be affected by 
the Bill. The answer was to be found 
in the considered Report of the Com- 
mittee of the House which sat in 1906, 
which showed that no promoter could 
possibly put forward a scheme for the 
bulk supply of London which would not 
apply outside. There were two para- 
graphs on page 4 of the Report in the 
following terms— 

* The Committee are of opinion that the best 
means of providing for the supply of electrical 
energy in bulk, and for power and motive pur- 
poses, is by one large and inclusive scheme 
extending not only over the eitire County of 
London, but also to adjoining boroughs and 
districts.” 

* For the purpose of carrying out such a 
scheme some central authority is required with 
ample statutory and corresponding 
In addition to the proposal of the 
London County Council various other proposals 
have been placed before the Committee. After 
giving full consideration to this question the 
Committee are of opinion that the London 
County Council should be the authority.” 


pow ers 


That, he submitted, settled the question 
raised in regard to the outside supply. 
He admitted that some of the munici- 
palities were supplving electricity now 
with very great success, but, neverthe- 
less, if it could be shown that the public 
could be ;better and more cheaply served 
by means of a large supply of electricity 
in bulk, which could be sold through the 
medium of the local authorities, that was 


}a matter worthy of the censideration 
that anybody would vote from personal | 





of a Committee of the House.  Person- 
ally, he had a great deal of sympathy 
with the arguments of hon. Gentlemen 


below the gangway opposite, but -he 
was bound to say in fairness to the 
Government, and in fairness to those 


who supported the course which had 
heen taken, that the hon. Members who 
had spoken representing London 
constituencies had spoken without a 
full knowledge of the facts. His hon. 
friend the Member Woolwich had 
taken up a very strong position in regard 
to this Bill. The hon. Member said 
that he could not understand why the 
late leader of the Progressive Party 
should stick up for the Bill. He hoped 


as 


for 
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that he would be able to show to the 
House that his hon. friend in so 
acting was doing what was really 
best for London, and for the municipal 
administration of the whole of the sur- 
rounding area. it was ior that 
he supported the proposal of his hon. 
friend that this Bill should be allowed to 
go upstairs to a Committee 


reaso)h 


Last year there was a Bill before the 
House, promoted by the Progressive 
majority on the former London County 
Council, to authorise that body to provide 
a bulk supply and to buy out the existing 
companies in Londong That Bill would 
have enabled the County Council to supply 
the London borough councils at a very 
much cheaper rate than they could 
supply themselves, and would have 
afforded the only arrangement whereby 
the chaotic condition of the present supply 
could be made to work to the advantage 
of the public. He did not believe that 
the House realised the position of London 
in regard to the supply of electricity. 
There were no fewer than sixteen borough 
councils and thirteen different companies 
which supplied electricity at present, each 
of them having their own customers. 
As regarded the companies they were all 
purchasable at one time or another—in 
1914, 1918, 1921, 1928, but all by 1931, 
A provision in the Bill of last year 
gave power to the London County Council 
to purchase all these undertakings at 
the dates at which they fell due, and 
the reason for this was that even with 
the existing powers of purchase, it would 
be impossible for many of the Loroughs 
actually to exercise their power of pur- 
chase in 1931, because their areas were not 
conterminous with the areas of supply 
by the companies. They had not all 
of them a generating station and some of 
them had their generating station outside 
their area. It was therefore thought 
advisable in the public interest that in 
1931 there should be one authority who 
should have control over so large a’ area 
so that it migot buy the whole of the 
combined undertakings when these were 
purchasable in 1931. It was for this 
purpose that the Bill of the Progressive 
Pariy in the London County Council was 
brought forward. The electorate of Lon- 
‘don, however, had refused in a very dis- 
tinct and definite way to authorise the 
Council to institute’ a bulk supply, and 
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immediately after the election the Moder- 
ate majority in the London County 
Council practically said that they would 
have nothing whatever to do with the 
bulk supply of electricity. He maintained 
that the House was bound to consider 
this question from a practical point of 
view, and to recognise that the municipal 
authority in London for the present 
was not willing to undertake anything 
like the duties which such a Bill would 
have placed on them. So those who 
were anxious to protect the interests of 
the public thought it right to ascertain 
whether there was any other means of 
attaining that end. He thought they 
could, and that if this Bill went to a 
Committee upstairs with the Instruction 
which had been put on the Order Paper 
by the Board of Trade, it would come 
back in such a form as would enable 
the public in a very short distance of 
time to enter into possession of their 
rights and to supply electricity in bulk. 
He believed that without endangering 
the principle of ultimate public supply 
and possession an immediate and cheaper 
supply could be achieved by the 
Bil. Cheapness was absolutely essential, 
and that could be attained, because 
there was a clause in the Bill to 
establish what was known as a sliding 
scale, which would reduce the price in 
concert with increases in dividend. Also 
the very fact that this company 
would have power to compete with 
other companies, would undoubtedly 
lowerthe price. He believed that no one 
in the House would object to that, but that 
they did object to the borough councils 
being placed in a position of competition 
with this company. He certainly would 
not vote for any Bill which he thought 
had any power in it which would destroy 
the municipal work carried on by the 
borough councils. If the Bill were care- 
fully read, he believed that the fears 
of the borough councils in this respect 
had not the serious foundation which 
was represented. It was proposed 
that the company should not have the 
right to supply electricity to small 
customers without the consent of the 
borough councils, and if the borough 
councils objected, the company could 
appeal to the Board of Trade, which, 
after going into the whole question of 
capital expenditure, might over-rule the 
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objection as unreasonable. But even 
tiis point could be re-considered by the 
Committee upstairs. He did not 
now anyone could desire to see 
borough councils displaced as 


see 
the 
long as 
they were doing good work. This was 
time a Bill establishing a 
bulk supply had contained a clause of 
purchase at all. In 1898 the Joint 
Committee of the Lords and Commons 


the first 


considered the question. The London 
County Council then strongly —repre- 
sented that the bulk supply under- | 


takings should be purchased, but that 
Committee reported against the pro- 


posal, stating that bulk supply was not | 

2 proper subject for municipal control. | 

But they had got in this Bill a practical 
| 


operative purchase clause. The main 
difficulty lay in the fact that there was 
ro authority which could properly pur- 
chase the undertakings at the present 


moment, and therefore it was desirable | 


Committee 
the 


that the 
establish 


upstairs should 
London County Council 


as an authority to purchase the bulk | 


friend had said 


were hot good, 


supply. His hon. 
that the terms 
the Committee upstairs could vary 
them. He himself thought that the 
terms were somewhat harsh, and that 
the period before which purchase was to 
be made was too long. The great thing, 
however, was that the company’s under- 
takings were to be purchasable at one 
time or another. 


and so becoming a great monopoly. 
That was a matter with which the Com- 
mittee was perfectly capable of dealing : 
but even under the 


leave of the Board of Trade. 
the: Committee could 
provisions of te 


make it 


However, 

strengthen the 
Bill so as to 
that 
company could not purchase the other 
widertakings. That 
the London Members were 
satisfied to let the Bill go upstairs. If 
they allowed the present opportunity 


absolutely certain 


was the position 
in which 


to pass of practically securing to the | 


public of London the reversion at no 


distant date of the whole of the electrical 
undertakings, he thought they would be | 


making a very serious mistake. It was 


Mr, Dickins 
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but | 


An objection had been | 
raised as to the possibility of this come | 
pany buying up the existing companies, 


present Bill the | 
company could not do so without the | 


the | 





Electricity Sup ly Bill. 
Seah ia 


1868 


| for that reason that he asked the House 
| to give its support to the Second Reading 
of the Bill accompanied with the In- 
struction to be moved by the President 
of the Board of Trade. 


*Mr. BURDETT -COUTTS  (West- 
1 inster) thet the hon. Member 
who had just speken had perhaps better 
‘xplained this Bill and the motives of 


those who promoted it than any Member 


said 


who hed previously addressed the House, 
The hon. Member was referred to some- 
what sneeringly as “the late leader of 
{the Progressive Party” by speakers 
below the gangway, who saw in him an 
illustration of the inevitable tendency 
of oftice to modify extreme opinions. 
It seemed to him that hon, and right 
hon. Gentlemen on the front bench 
rust feel that hon. Men bers below the 
gengwav hed been extrerrely ungrateful 
6 them for net recognising that these 
pro; osals really constituted a Machia- 
velhan scheme to convert the London 
County Council into the lighting authority 
forthe whole of London, ‘The precess was 
They not them- 
selves providea supply of bulk electricity, 
but they 


quite obvious. could 


consented to the creation of 
a company for that purpose, in order 
subsequently to purchase its business. 
Then th y would take powers by the 
Bills rights 
now pe gsessed by the borouch counells, 
In the end thev would see the London 
County Cour cil not only in possession of 
the revenue of all but 
the lightingauthority for London, making 
‘'t the greatest en ployer of labour In 
London, and a machine which could 
be manipulated for electoral purposes 
by the Government of the day. At 
| present he did not know whether he 
| was voting on the Billas it was or the Bill 
with the proposed Instruction attached to 
it. It was obvious that the Instruction 
viving the London County Council powers 


4} 
wo other to take over the 


those powers, 


of purchase would be carried, and there- 

fore he had to regard the Bill as having 
‘ : 

that Instruction attaclied toit. As the hon. 


Mem ber opposite who spoke forthe Govern- 
ment (Mr. McKinnon Wood) mentioned 
Westminster, and did not seem to be well 
lntorms dupon that subject whe would state 
what the position was. Westminster was 


| possessed of powers of purchase under the 








Il 


LO 








1869 London und District 


Acts of 1882 and 1888. The two great 
electric companies which supplied West- 
minster, the St. James’s Company and the 
Westminster Company, combined in 1905 
to erect a great generating and bulk 
supply station for Westminster, outside 
its local government area, in Mary- 
lebone. Although the hon. Gentleman 
was quite right in saving that under 
Acts Westminster had no power 
to purchase the generating station, that 
power was specifically given by the Act 
of 1905 authorising the station. The city 
of Westminster was therefore in a very 
favourable position, and when those 
powers matured could possess, both as to 
bulk supply and distribution, a complete 
self-contained and _ self-controlled electric 
system. If hon. Members would 
refer to the Bill thev would find 
that Clause 90 protected these powers 
possessed by Westminster. It wa 
explicit, and the question he wished 
was what bearing had the In- 
struction, to be moved by the right 
hon. Gentleman the President of the 
Board otf Trade, on that clause. It 
mandatorv Instruction to the 
Committee to confer permissive powers 
on the London County Council, and 
he wished to know whether it would 
render Clause $0 of this Bill nugatory. 
If it interfered with the protection 
afforded to Westminster by the clause, 
h> should vote against the Bull. 


these 


s very 


to ask 


Vas oa 


*Sir JOHN BENN (Devonport) said 
he associated himself most fully with the 
views expressed by his hon. friend the 
Secretary tothe Board of Educatior. He 
asked the House to direct attention to 
three points—first, London badly wanted 
a bulk supply of electricity ; secondly, 
how was that to be obtained ; and, thirdly, 
the opposition which had been brought 
to bear against this private Bill w th 
regard to bulk supply. Those borough 
councils who had elect ic.] under. aki gs 
at present thought they could supply it. 
During the last few years Committees 
of both sides of the House had inquired 
into the matter, and had come to the 
onclusion that the present conditions of 
generating electricity in London were 
very bad. They were put upon London 
by no Liberal Government. The system 
ot splitting up London into borough 
councils, and allowing them to set up 
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their own electric stations on a sort of 
chandlers shop system. with a single 
eye to the parish pump instead of to 
the general good, had led to confusion 
of the most distressing character. Two 
Parliaments had recognised that the only 
way to supply London was in bulk, so 
that by means of a large generating 
station or one or two stations on the 
outskirts of the Metropolis great manu- 
facturers might be given a chance of 
making London fl urish by being supplied 
with electricity at bottom prices. He 
had hoped that great object might be 
achieved by municipal enterprise. They 
tried it in 1906, when they brought in a 
permissive Bill which left the borough 
councils alone. The very men who were 
at the back of the opposition to-night 
prevented the passing of that Bill. 
{Cries of “ No.”] He would not make 
that statement unless he were prepared 
to fortify it. The hon. Member for 
Fulham, who seconded the rejection of 
the present Bill, quoted from a document 
which he now held in his hand. The 
opposition was engineered by the borough 
councils of London, and the document 
was signed by Mr. Mansfield Robinson, 
Clerk of the Shoreditch Vestry, the 
same gentleman who engipeered the 
oppositio: to the mul icipal Bill of 
1906 and to the second attempt of 1907. 
Of course, the Members representing the 
boroughs of London stood up for 


the borough council installations; but 
he asked the House to look at 
the matter from the wider point 
of view. Some Gentlemen opposite 


had not had the advantage of 
studving the question from the Lon- 
don point of view and had pot, as 
some of them had, devoted a long time 
in trving to get at the bottom of it ; and 
he wished to tell them that if they 
iollowed the right hon. Gentleman the 
Memter for Wimbledon into the lobby, 
they would be thwarting municipal 
development. Ee had to say with the 
greatest regret that the present London 
County Couneil would not look at a 
municipal settlement. Supposing they 
were on the eve of another London 
County Council election, and that they 
put as the first item on their programme, 
another muricipal electricity scheme, 
with £5,000,000 capital, London would not 
look at it. It was done in the memerable 
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fight conducted by his hon. friend, and 
for the moment London would not have 
it. The hon. Member for Westminster 
properly understood this measure. He 
said it was a Machiavellian scheme for 
creating an electrical supply by the 
London County Council. 
ber was absolutely right. If the Bill 
were adopted with the instruction sug- 
gested by the President of the Board of 
Trade, he hoped and believed that in the 
fulness of time they would have the same 
happy result as was achieved under the 
Tramway Act of 1870. That Act gave 
companies free running power in London 
for tramways, but a Liberal Government 
inserted a wise purchase clause, and the 


The hon. Mem- | 


{COMMONS} 


Act was now called the Tramway Charter. | 


After the companies had been running 
some time, the London County Council 
stepped in and were row establishing one 
of the finest municipal tramway systems. 
They were not able immediately to get 
through a municipal measure for the 
bulk supply of electricity, but, if these 
Instructions were adopted with regard 


to the present Bill, and the purchase | 


terms were amended as they 
to be, they would have an oppor- 
tunity of doing with regard to 
electricity what they had done with 
regard to the tramways. The London 
County Council, under the proposed 
purchase clause, would be able to step 
in and possess themselves of another 
heritage, and they would, he believed, 
manage the electrical undertaking as 
successfully as they had managed the 


ought 


tramways. He should therefore vote 
for the Second Reading of the Bill. 


He believed hon. Members would be 
ill-advised if they voted against it under 
the impression that they were thereby 
voting for a municipal supply against 
a company supply. Those who under- 
stood the matter and desired to serve 
London would follow the proposals of 
the front bench; and, if that were 
done, he thought the time would come 
when this great enterprise would become 
possessed by the people of London as 
an addition to those municipal enter- 


prises which in the past had worked ‘ 


such good for the metropolis. He en- 
tirely associated himself with the late 
progressive leader of the London County 
Council. 

Sir John Benn, 





Electricity Supply Bill. 

Mr. FORSTER (Kent, Sevenoaks) 
said that as the representative of a part 
of the county contiguous to the municipal 
area of London he had been in 
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some 


doubt as to which way his vote should 


be cast, but he was grateful to the hon. 
Member who had just sat down for having 
removed any possible doubt in his mind. 
He had told them that London 
anxious for a bulk supply of electricity 
and that the most desirable way in which 
electricity could be supplied in bulk was 
by the creation of a private company. 


was 


*Sir JOHN BENN: I beg the hon. 
Member’s pardon. I said it the 
only possible way for the moment. | 
think the municipal supply the mo: 
desirable. 


Was 


Mr. FORSTER said the hon. Member 
had in his mind the acquisition of the 
undertaking by the ';London County 
Council, and would only create it in the 
present case in order that it might be 
sO acquired. 


*Stir JOHN BENN : Precisely. 


Mr. FORSTER said they now knew 
how the matter stood. The hon, Member 
for Woolwich was perfectly justified in 
using picturesque language in describing 
this. He said it was a Parliamentary 
job, or used an expression of that kind. 
Would it not have been a_ little more 
honest to say they would sanction the 
creation of a private authority subse- 
quently to be acquired by the London 
County Council, but they adhered to the 
view thev had so often, so strongly.and so 
consistently expressed. that the only 
possible authority for the creation of elec- 
tricity in bulk was the County Council? 
He remembered night after night, speech 
after speech, on Bill after Bill, when the 
hon. Gentleman opposite took up that 
attitude and flatly refused his sanction 
to the creation of con panies for the supply 
of electricity in bulk. It would be 
more honest of hon. Gentlemen if they 
made it plain that they only supported the 
Bill because they intended to destroy the 


He would 


like to make it plain why he intended, 


company as soon as possible. 


now that he understcod the situation, 
to vote against the Second Reading. 
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He at any rate was consistent. He still 
believed that the best way of supplying 
electricity in bulk was not by municipal 
enterprise, but rather by private enter- 
prise or by the creation of a bedy ad hoe. 
He did not believe the London County 
Council was the best authority to control 
the supply of electricity in bulk. Then 
that part of his constituency which was 
afiected objected very strongly to being 
brought under the control of the London 
County Council in any way. He did not 
think that even the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite could make it a ntatter of blame 
to them that they should prefer that 
local which had formed 
prominent a plank in the edifice of his 
He very strong 
pretest against the line which had been 
taken by supporters of the Bill, and he 
thought it was a pity that the President 
of the Board of Trade did not make it 
clear sooner that the whole object of 
the Bill and of the Instruction that he 
hal put down was that the company 
which thev were creating should be 
destroved at the earliest, possible mongent. 
His constituents thought they would be 
better off if the Bill did not pass. 


autonomy 


sO 


speeches. entered a 


*THE PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD oF 
TRADE (Mr. CaurcuiLu, Dundee) said he 
was very sorry indeed for the position in 
which the hon. Member for Woolwich found 
himself. He had made a very excellent 
and charming speech, with his usual 
gifts of humour and flexibility, and they 
all knew that the views he put forward 
on these subjects were soundly and 
sincerely democratic. But what 
the company in which his hon. friend 
found himself? The hon. Member for 
Sevenoaks and the right hon. Gentleman 
the Member for Wimbledon. What an 
unholy alliance! What a strange com- 
bination to fight for the interests of the 
people of London! He hoped the House 
would allow him to state the reasons 
which induced him to counsel them to 
send the Bill up for examination by a 
Committee. There were three Bills and 
three Instructions had been put down 
in regard to them. They could only 
discuss one Bill, but they ought not to 
overlook the other two, because the 
three Bills were inter-related, and they 
proposed to ask the House to applv a 
common policy in regard to all three. 


was 
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He had taken the advice of many of those 
who, on other subjects, had always on 
previous occasions voiced the opinion 
of the majority of the late Progressive 
members of the County Council and who 
at present voiced the opinion of the 
majority of the Liberal Members for 
London. It was in consultation with 
them that the Board of Trade had 
adopted the policy of counselling the 
House to agree to the principle of the 


Bill, subject to examination by 
Committee, and thus to afford every 
facility for existing private enterprise 
and for those who now sought the 


sanction of Parliamentary authority to 
develop the best possible svstem of 
electrical supply for London, and to 
arrange for the transference of that 
supply at the earliest possible moment 
to the government of London. At 
present there were sixty-six different 
generating stations in the London area, 
and fiftv-five main distributing centres. 
The price of electricity in this city was 
1-38d. over the whole 
That was considerably more than 
double as much as the price in New- 
castle, and vet the size of London and 
the area would make it possible, accord- 
ing to all the expert engineers whose 
opinion he had consulted, to make 
the cheapest possible supply. The ui- 
dustries of London were specially suited 
to derive benefit from the cheap supply 
of electricity. This new plan in its 
general aspects proposed to establish 
a great outside tap, by which through 
the agency of the existing distributing 
centres, the mains of London could be 
flushed with cheaper electricity, and 
railwavs, canals, and navigation could 
be supplied. The whole intention 
of this proposal was that there would 
be a superior economy from the pro- 
duction in bulk. That superior economy 
was derived from the great scale of pro- 
duction, from the advantage of possessing 
modern plant, and above all from the 
great advantage of having ocean-borne 
coal delivered in the close proximity 
of the generating station. He had 
heard it said that the cheapness resulting 
from this proposal would not reach the 
small consumers. He did not think 
this production in bulk could be carried 
out without benefiting the small 
well as the large consumer. The price 


on the average 
area. 


as 
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Charged would be subject to periodical 
revision by the Board of Trade, who 
could eventually compel the under- 
tekers to pass on any general benefit 
they received in the course of time to the 
eonsumer. He did not think it possible 
to flush London with cheap electricity 
without that benefit reaching the small 
consumers. An hon. Member had said that 
this did not promise to give a cheap 
supply. It promised to give a supply 
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had been passed. In addition to that 
they must remember that they were not 
dealing with a brand new area, but with 


| an area already fully occupied, in which 


of bulk electricity at half the prices | 


which ruled in the Metropolis at the 
present time. Of course, he did not 
savy whether it would perform that pro- 
mise, but the Committee would decide 
that point. All he could sav was that 
all the ordinary harnessing apparatus 


for controlling private enterprise accord- | 
ing to modern ideas was in full operation | 


in the Bill. The maximum prices were 
fixed, and fixed at a lower rate than had 
ever been specified in any Bill before ; 
there wascompulsion to supply, and the 
usual limitation of dividends by a sliding 
scale ; and in order to ensure that it was 
not a bogus enterprise it was provided 
that the whole enterprise should lapse 
unless £600,000 was subscribed in the 
first year, and unless substantial progress 
was made in the second. The opposition 
to the Bill came from two very different 
sources. It came from those who on 
perfectly sincere grounds and on grounds 
of regulated opinion were opposed to 
private enterprise of any kind. It came 
from those who voiced the narrowest 
selfishness of minor localities. It was 
those who were arrayed against them in an 
unfortunate and miscreated alliance. 
The borough councils had, no doubt, ren- 
dered great services, and he would 
be the last in the world to urge the 
House to speak ungratefully of them. 
But a borough council could not claim 
‘mmunity from all competition which 
most improvements created. The hon. 
Member for Fulham had spoken of the 
purchase terms. They were not com- 
mitted to those purchase terms. All he 
suggested to the House was that they 
should have these terms thoroughly 
scrutinised by a trustworthy Parlia- 
mentary Committee. He did not submit 
them to the House with the imprimatur 
of the Government bench at all; but 
never before had any purchase clause 
been inserted in a bulk supply Bill which 


Mr. Churchill. 





the operation of the new supply authority 
would be very strictly guarded in refer- 
ence to the interests of the existing 
occupants of the ground. He agreed that 
the transference which the hon. Member 
for Sevenoaks had referred to was 
necessary and desirable. The enterprise 
would really not involve any very serious 
or complicated financial operation. As 
to the attitude of the Board of Trade in 
the matter, they were charged with 
particular duties with regard to the 
Bill. The Board of Trade was a great 
deal more than the party officer who for 
the moment represented it. The Board 
of Trade was a great accumulation of 
valuable knowledge ; it was an immense 
ramification of machinery all over the 
country, operating and intervening under 
every conceivable condition in the numer- 
ous stages of the daily life and labour of 
the people. From the point of view 
of the Board of Trade, when they 
approached like this they 
were compelled to see in the foreground 
two main facts—the greatness of 
London and the importance of a cheap 
supply of electricity. They saw the 
greatest city in the world, with six 
millions of people; the greatest manu- 
facturing centre; the greatest port, the 
greatest centre of human activity. They 
saw six millions of people living under 
conditions of the highest artificiality, 
and following these facts from a purely 
non-party point of view, whether col- 
lectivist or individualistic, Moderate or 
Progressive, capital or labour, they saw 
that to all these millions, rich and poor 
alike, whether in their units or in com- 
bination, cheap and abundant electricity 
was scarcely less important than cheap 
and abundant food. By all means let 
them discuss the true principles of 
municipal government, but let them 
not deny the assistance which applied 
science alone could give to the great 
mass of the people for whose welfare 
they were responsible. Any hon. Member 
who stood between this great city of 
London and an absolutely modern 
and uniform system of electric supply 
would run the gravest risk and assume 
the gravest responsibility. This was the 


questions 
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fifth successive vear in which an attempt 
had been made to furnish London with a 
bulk supply. Huge sums of money had 
been spent on fruitless proceedings. 
The uncertainty had hung like a_ pall 
all the time over electrical enterprise. 
The initiative of private promoters had 
been seriously discouraged. Nothing had 
been done vears. Meanwhile, 
municipal enterprise had not advanced 
to fill the gap, and there was no immediate 
prospect that it would advance. In these 
circumstances, the House of Commons 
would take a very grave decision if it 
swept out of court the elaborate pro- 
posals now put forward without allowing 
them to receive the detailed attention 
that only an impartial Committee of the 
House of Commons could give. He could 
not conceive it being argued that a rush 
was being made upon the House by 
private individuals and corporations to 
against the 
wealth for the exploitation of private 
interests. In 1903 the number of Private 
Bills deposited with the Board of Trade 
was 188, and in succeeding years the 
numbers were 159, 131, 151, and 102, 
an average for the period of 147. In 
the present year only ninety-eight such 
Bills had been deposited. This was the 
smallest number of Private Bills depos'ted 
Was it reasonable to contend 
that the House could be accused of being 
unduly lax in regard to the private 
enterprises put before them ? Hon. Mem- 
bers on the Labour benches were quite 
consistent ; they were against private 
enterprise in any form, and in favour of 
organised communal enterprise not carried 
on for profit. But what was to happen 
in the vears intervening between the 
disappearance of private enterprise 
and the time when communal enter- 
prise was to reign supreme through- 
out the land? He submitted to the 
House that they would take a grave 
responsibility if they dismissed this great 
enterprise of solid material advantage to 
London without allowing it to be ex- 
amined by a Committee. He would not 
be doing his duty in the office which 
he had the honour to hold if he did not 
put this counsel before the House. After 
all, every one was giving up something. 
The Moderates acquiesced in the roposa! 
to place upon the County Council ulti- 
mately the ownership of this large under- 


for five 


grab concessions common- 


lhLa sesslon., 
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taking. The companies themseives had 
requiesced in the transfer. Those who 
had been Progressive leaders h id come 
to believe that this scheme was, on the 
whole. in the interest of the great com- 
munity which they had represented. 
The opposition to the Bill had not been 
principles, but of highly 
He earnestly 
appealed to the House that the measure 
night proceed. 


on broad 


organised minor interests. 


Mere. ROWLANDS: 
Whips then. 


Take off the 


Government 


*Me. CHURCHILL asked if the hon. 
Member felt that he would not 
iwcording to his conscience if the Govern- 
ment Whips were telling? He did not 
think thev should allow 
rise to anv tragic height of tension in 
this matter. The proposition before them 
It was, whether 


vote 
themselves to 


Was a very simple one. 
they should atlow a proposal of this 
character to be examined carefullv and 
properly by a Parliamentary Committee 
reserving to themselves the fullest right 
of rejection on Third Reading if, after 
that examination, it did not suit their 
views, or whether they should, without 
even investigating the proposal. cast 
aside the last attempt, for a considerable 
number of vears, either private or muni- 
cipal, to provide London with a bulk 
supply of electricity. A Committee of 
that House two years ago examined the 
whole question. Thev reported that 
he need of a bulk supply for London 
and pressing. If the 
House to reject this measure on 
Second Read ng, the need would still 
continue important, but it would press 


t 
Was hn por int 


were 


ho more, 


Mr. LYTTELTON (St. 
Hanover Square) congratulated the 
right hon. Gentleman on having enun- 
tated what he thought was a 
excellent principle on this subject—a 
principle which they had always heard 
contradicted by the right hon. Gentleman 
himself and by hon. Gentlemen opposite. 
He supposed that the Party on that side 
of the House had maintained that no more 


{ > 
Lret ree 5. 


most 


| excellent way of contributing to the public 


could be found than in such 
enterprises as this: first, a private 
company with a limitation, if they liked, 


service 
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of dividend, as in the case of the gas 
companies, a sliding scale to secure 
prices, and, ultimately, purchase by 
some public authority, not necessarily 
the County Council. He believed, him- 
self, that that was a sound view, and he 
was delighted that they had found so 
able a convert to it as the right hon. 
Gentleman who had just sat down. 
At the present moment he might con- 
gratulate his own side of the House on 
having secured from the Government 
an acknowledgment of the principle 
which they had long opposed. There 
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was one question put to the right 
hon. Gentleman by the hon. Mem- 


ber for Westminster, to which he 
himself had endeavoured to get an 
answer from the right hon. Gentleman 
before he began his peroration, and to 
which, he thought, the House was en- 
titled to an answer, because it might have 
a material effect on this case. The In- 
struction which the right hon. Gentleman 
was to move wasa matter of business not 
a matter of rhetoric. It was to include 
in the Bill a provision conferring purchas- 
ing powers on the London County Council. 
His hon. friend had spoken against that 
Instructionon behalf of the Cityof West- 
minster Westminster had a 
special interest in the existing supply 
which was safeguarded by Clause $0 
in the Bill. The question which his hon 
frend put to the right hon. Gentleman 
was, did he mean by his Instruction 
to put aside Clause 90 or did he not ? 
Did he mean that in anv case in 1931 
the London County Council should 
become the purchasing authority, and 
did he intend to sweep aside the provision 
which the promoters of the Bill and the 
House of Lords had inserted in favour of 
the City of Westminster? At present 
Westminster had the power in 1930 to 
buy out two large electric lighting com- 
panies within its area, and also power 
to buy the generating station at Marvle- 
bone so as to give the City of West- 
minster the ability to have an entirely 
self-contained electric supply. In his 
judgment this raised a very importart 
point. He himself thought it would be 
entirely wrong that in 1931 the London 
County Council should be the purchasing 
authority when it was unnecessary that 
it should be so. The City of Westminster 
was a very large and rich area, with a 
Mr. Lyttelton. 


because 
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very able corporation, quite capable of 
managing its own affairs, and it had a 
fully equipped electric supply plant. 
Surely then, it ought not to be invaded 
by the County Council. That was not 
in the interest of the ratepayers of the 
City of Westminister nor in the interests 
of the ratepayers of London. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said that tbe In- 
struction made it mandatory on the 
Committee to arrange for the transference 
to the County Council of all the powers 
which exist or which the Bill would 
confer on the promoters. 


Mr. LYTTELTON said he understood 
that the Committee upstairs was not to 
have the right to consider whether the 
rights that had been conferred on the 
City of Westminster by two statutes 
were to be maintained or not. If that 
was really the decision of the Govern- 
ment then he did not see how the pro- 
posal could be accepted for a moment. 
Unquestionably it raised, in the acutest 
form, the position he had desired to take 
and he would have to reconsider it. 





Mr. JOHN WARD said he wished to 
make one or two observations, particularly 
one which had been suggested by the right 
hon. Gentleman—that there was no 
particular principle involved in this 
Bill, and that what they ought to do was 
to give the Bill a Second Reading and 
send it to Committee upstairs and then 


pass judgement on the Committee's 
Report. That advice would absolutely 


stultify the position of many hon. Mem- 
bers when the Bill came down to the 
House from the Committee upstairs. 
He remembered that when the Second 
Reading of a suburban Water Bill was 
before the House they were told that it 
was only necessary to send it upstair 
when the Committee would make every 
inauiry—— 





Mr. CHAPLIN rose in his place, and 
| claimed to move, “ That the Question 
| be now put.” 


| 
Question put, ‘‘ That the Question be 
| now put.” 





— 
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The House divided :—Ayes, 156; Noes, 70. 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Acland-Hood,Rt Hn.SirAlex. F. 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Asquith, Rt. Hon. HerbertHenry 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt Hn. A.J.(CityLond.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Janbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John J. Harmood- 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Baring,Capt.Hn. G(Winchester 
Beauchamp, E. 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, Sir J.Williams(Devonp rt 
Benn. W.(T’wrHamlets,S. Geo 
serridge, T. H. OD. 

sirrel!, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Bright, J. A. 

Brodie, H c. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Buxton, Rt. Hn.SydneyCharles 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Conston, Rt.Hn. Richard Knight 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chaplin, Rt. Hon. Henry 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. Winston S 
Clough, William 

Coates,Major E. F.(Lewisham } 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Cornwall, Sie Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Craik, Sir Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion } 
Davies,Sir W. Howell( Bristol.S 
Dewar, Sir J. A.(Inverness-sh.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Paneras,N 
Duckworth, James 

Du Cros, Arthur Philip 

Ounne, Major E.Martin( Walsall 
Elibank, Master of 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R Lacey 

Fell, Arthur 

Ferens, T. R. 
Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Barnes, G. N 

Bethel Sir J.h.(Essex, Romf'rd 
Bowerman, C. W 

Burke, E. Haviland. 

Byles, William Pollard 

Cave, George 

Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
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(Division 


AYES. 


Fuller, John Michael F. 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Gretton, John 

Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harcourt, Rt.Hn.L.(Rossendale | 
Haworth, Arthur A. 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hyde, Clarendon 
Illingworth, Percy H 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
‘Jones, William{Carnavonshire | 
Kearley, Sir Hudson E 
Kekewich, Sir George 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lonsdale, John Brownles 
Lupton, Arnold 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J 
MeCallum, John M 

McKenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
McLaren, Sir C. B. (Leicester ) 
Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks G. Croydon(Launce 
Marnham, F. J 
Masterman, C. F. G 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Middlebrook, William 


ston) | 


Molteno, Percy Alport 
| Mond, A 
| Montague, Hon. E. S 


Maoney, J.J 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Nicholson,Charles N.( Doneast’r 
Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 


NOES, 


Cleland, J. R. 

Clynes, J. R 

Collins,Sir Wm..J.(S. Panreas, W 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Cooper. G. J 

Corbett,C H (Sussex. E.Grinst’d 
Crooks, William 

Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
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Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Centra’ 
tainy, A. Rolland 

tea, Russell (Gloucester) 


| Rea, Walter Russell (Searboro 
; Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 


toberts,Sir John H.(Denbighs. 
tobson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Loe, Sir Thomas 

Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Samue!, Herbert L. (Cleveland 
Sears, J. E 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seely, Colonel 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B 
Sherwell, Arthur James 


| Simon, John Allsebrook 


Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzi 
Spicer, Sir Albert 


| Stanger, H. Y 
| Stanley, Hn. A.Lyu!ph(Chesh. ) 
| Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staft’sh. 


Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 


} Taylor, Theodé re C. (Radeli ile ) 


Tennant,Sir Edward(Salisbury 
Tomkinson, James 

Valentia, Viscount 

Verney, F. W. 

Waring, Walter 

Wason.Rt. Hn. E.(Clackmannan 
Waterlow. D.S 


Watt, Henry, A 


| White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire 


Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Rt Hn.SirThomasP. 
Williamson, A. 

Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull. W.) 


| Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 


Winterton, Earl 
Wodehouse, Lord 


| Wood, T. McKinnon 


Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—M1 
Claude Hay and Mr. Burdett 
Coutts. 


Edwards, Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Forster, Henry William 
Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Harcourt.Robert V. (Montrose) 
Harvey, W.E. (Derbyshire,N.E. 
Halsam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
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Higham, John Sharp 

Hodge, John 

Hudson, Walter 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Jackson, R.S. 

Jenkins, J. 

Jowett, F. W. 

Lardner.James Carrige Rushe 
Lea, Hugh Cecil (St.Pancras, F. 
Lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich 
Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Mac Niel!l, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson. J. T. 

Mac Veagh.Jeremiah (Down, 8. 
Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 


Question put accordingly, ‘That the | 
wood ‘now’ stand part of the Question.” | 90, 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Acland-Hood,RtHn. Sir Alex. F 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Asquith, Rt Hn. Herbert Henry 
Balfour, RtHn. A.J.(¢ ‘ity Lond.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring,Godirey (Isle of Wight) 
Baring, Capt Hn.G(Winchester 
Beauchamp, E. 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

3enn. Sir J.Williams(Devonp'rt 
Benn.W.(T wr Hamlets.S.Geo. 
Berridge. T.-H. D 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Bright, J. A. 

Brodie, H.C. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Buxton, Rt.Hn.Sydney Charles 
Causton,RtHn. Richard Knight 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. Winston 8S 
Clough, William 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J.S. 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Dewar, Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras.N. 
Duckworth, James 

Dunne, Major E. Martin(Walsa!] 
Evans, Sir Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fuller, John Michael F. 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gladstone,RtHn. Herbert John 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Haldane, Rt.Hon. Richard B. 
Harcourt, RtHn. L (Rossendale 


London and District 
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Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Nicholls, George 


| O'Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
| O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Malley, William 


Radford, G. H. 


| Richards.T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 


Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberston.Sir G.Scott( Brad rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside ) 
Ronaldshay, Earl of 
Rowlands, J. 

Seddon, J. 

Smith, F.E.(Liverpool,Walton ) 
Snowden. P, 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 


AYES. 


Harvey, A. G. C.(Rochdale) 
Haworth. Arthur A. 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Howard, Hon. Geofirey 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Lilingworth, Perey H. 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Kearley, Sir Hudson E 
Kekewich, Sir George 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lever, A.Levy( Essex, Harwich) 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George. Rt. Hon. David 
Lupton, Arnold 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M'Callum. John M. 

M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks. G.Croydon(Launceston) 
Marnham, F..J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Masterman,. C.F. G 

Micklem, Nathaniel 
Middlebrook, William 
Molteno, Percy Alpovt 

Mond, A. 

Mooney, .. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell. Philip 

Morse, L. L 

Nicholson.Charles N(Doneast’r | 
Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall. Harry 

O'Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) — | 
O'Conror. John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Malley. William 

Paulton, James Mellor 
Pease,Herbert Pike(Darlington | 
Price, ©. E. (Ejinb’gh, Central) 
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Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteti) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham ) 
Thorne, William (West Ham ) 
Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walters, John Tudor 

Wardle, George J. 

Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan ) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


TELLERS FOR THE 
Timothy Davies 


Pickersgill. 


NoES—Mr. 
and Mr. 


The House divided :—Aves, 138; Noes, 
(Division List No. 238.) 


Rainy, A. Rolland 
Rea. Russe!! (Gloucester) 
Rea. Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Roberts, Charles H.(Lincoln 
Rob ‘rts.Sir John H. Denbigh: ) 
Lobertson. Sir GScott( Bradf rd 
Robson, Sir William Snowdoa 
Roch. Walter F. (Pembroke ) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Aunciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Samuel, Herbert L (Cleveland) 
Sears, J E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seely, Colonel 

Shaw. Charles Edw. (Stafford ) 
Shaw. Rt Hon. T. (Hawick B ) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, H-Y 

Stanley, Hn A.Lyulph(Chesh ) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, Theodore C.(Radelii? } 
Tomkinson, James 

Verney, F. W. 

Waring, Walter 

Wason, RtHn.E.(Clackmanna. 
Waterlow, D. 8. 

Watt. Henry, A. 

Whitley, JohnHenry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, RtHn.Sir ThomasP. 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 
Williamson, A. 

Wilson, Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, Henry J.(York,W.R.) 
Wodehouse, Lord 

Wood, T. M'Kinnon 


TELLERS FOR THE AyYES—Mr. 
Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 
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Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Balcarres, Lord 

Banbury.Sir Frederick George 
Banner. John 8S. Harmood- 
Barnes, G. N. 

Bethell,Sir J.H(Essex,Romf’rd 
Bowerman, C. W. 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Byles, William Pollard 

Carlile. FE. Hildred 

Cave, George 

(Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
(Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone,E. } 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Coaplin, Rt. Hon. Henry 
Cleland. J. W. 

Clynes. J. R 

Coates. Major E.F.(Lewisha:n) 
Coover. G. J 

Corbett. H/Sussex,E Grinst’d 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crooks, William 

Javies.Sir W. Howell’ Brictel,s. 
yu Cros, Arthur Philip 
Edwaras, Clement (Denbigh) 
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NOES. 


Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Gretton, John 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harcourt, Robert V.{ Montrose) 
Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Henderson, Arthur( burham) 
Higham. John Sharp 

Hodge, John 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hudson, Walter 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Jackson, R. S. 

Jenkins, J. 

Jones, Leif ( Appl by) 

Jowett, FL W. 

Lardner, Jams Carrige Rushe 
Lea,Hugh Cecil(St. Pancras, EF, ) 
Lorsdale, John Brownlee 


Lough, Rt. Hoa. Thomas 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 


MacNeill, John Gordon 
Macpherson, J. T 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah(Down,s.) 


Swift 
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Loberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
tobertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Ronaldshay, Earl of 

Lowlands, J. 

Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Seddon, J 

Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Snowden, P. 

Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh. 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Summerbell, T 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thorne, William (West Ham) 
Valentia, Viscount 
Wadsworth, |J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walters, John Tudor 

Ward, John(Stoke upon Trent) 
Wardle, George J 

Weir, James Galloway 

Waite, J. DO. Dumbartonshre ) 
Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wint 





Sir Francis (Radnor) 
Rssex, R. W. 

Fell, Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
Forster, Henry William 


Glendinning, R. G. 


Edwards, 


Nield, Herbert 
tadtord, G. H 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
TION) BILL. 
Postponed Proceeding on Question, 
‘That the Bill be now read a second 
time,” resumed. 


APPROPRIA- 


Question again proposed. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL hoped everv- 
thing he said would appeal to their 
instincts of humanity. He wished to 
express his regret that the Prime Minister 
did not think it consistent with his duty 
to allow the day for the Second Reading 
of the Appropriation Bill to pass without 
the intrusion of other business. He 
wished to direct attention to the treat- 
ment of the women now undergoing 
sentences of imprisonment for various 


offences connected with the woman 
suffrage movement. These women 
wished, rightly or wrongly, to make 


certain alterations in the constitution 
for which the majority of the House had 
already voted. They might have acted 


Morton. Alpheus ( ‘leoph us 
Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Nicholls, Georg 


‘rton, Earl 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE Noges—Mr. 
Pickersgill, and Mr. Timothy 
Davies 


Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’a 


illegally, but they should be located as 
political offenders and not as ordinary 
criminals. Thev were suffering indigni- 
ties that he had no notion of urtil he 
saw a letter from an old Member of the 
House describing the treatment meted 
out to his daughter. He had received 
a letter from one of these ladies in which 
there was a pathos and a dignity which 
must appeal to their hearts, because, 
whether they liked speeches in Palace 
Yard or not, thev certainly did not 
like cowardly and vindictive treatment of 
womer who were as honourable as any 
in the land. This ladv, whom he did not 
know, said they did not complain of 
their treatment, for to them the supreme 
that in the twentieth 
century it should be necessary for womer: 


wrong Was 
to suffer as they were doing for citizen 
rights. The Home Secretary’s replies to 
Questions were notaccurate. The clothin: 
was very badly washed, especially the 
stockings, and one was in constant fear 
of infection. The outer clothes were 
not washed ard, as there was no linirg 
in. the bodice, the serge, which might have 
been already worn by dozens of prisoners, 
was in actual contact with the naked 
skin. It was quite urtrue that new 
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shoes were given. 
to prison she spent quite a long time 
hunting through a basket full of old 


shoes, most unpleasant to touch and 
smell, for a pair likely to fit her and 


finally had to take odd ones, one being 
without a heel. It was not the case that 
all the prisoners were in good health, one 
being in the isolation ward, suffering from 
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measles, probably contracted in prison. | 


They had all been stripped in the pre- 
sence of warders and searched as if they 
were convicted thieves. That was the 
worst they had to endure. After that 
hardly anything else mattered. Tha’ 
was a very pathetic and shocking letter. 
Did a lady of high culture, ability and 
good position, no matter what she had 
done, deserve that punishment, or did 
they liketo see women punished inthat way 
whom they would receive in their drawing- 
rooms and who were guilty of no moral 
offence ? No other torture was compar- 
abletothis. These women were kept from 
all knowledge of their friends. They were 


deprived of their boots and only allowed | 


to read after five o clock in the evening. 
For highly cultured, sensible women this 
was almost sufficient to drive them into a 
lunatic asylum. Without saying whether 
he approved of their action or not he had 
no hesitation in saying that under a 
Christian Government such treatment 
in dealing with women was outrageous. 
These women were only trying to 
get the ordinary rights of citizenship. 
One lady who had written to him said 
that the shoes supplied to them were so 
wretched that the nails used to rise up in 
them and pierce the soles of her feet, 
and walking about became really torture. 
The conditions were rendered worse by 
the orders to which they were subjected. 
For these women such treatment was 
absolutely wrong, because after all their 
object was only to reform society and 
make the body politic better than it was. 
Why should they be degraded in this 
way ? If would be enough for his pur- 
pose if hon. Members would take to heart 
what he said, and he would not delay the 
House. It was sufficient for him to state 
that for the mere chance of speaking 
these few words he had stayed in Londo 
two days longer instead of going over 
to Ireland, because he could not 
have enjoyed his holidays if he ;had 
not raised his voice to condemn such 
Mr, Swift MacNeill, 


| 
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When this lady wert | action as he had complained of, action 


not worthy of this country. There 
was another question in regard to which 
he had given the Home Secretary plenty 
of notice—he referred to flogging as a 
punishment in prisons. A number 
of sentences of flogging had recently 
been given by Judges in regavd to which 
the right hon. Gentleman had not 
in the exercise of his duty thought it 
necessary to exercise the prerogative 
of the Crown. They did not know half 
the horrors in regard to what went on 
under this system of flogging. It was 
very painful to him to read such cases. 
He had taken special means to find out 
what the ordinary flogging in a prison 
consisted of, and he could assure the 
House that it was a very 
affair. A triangle was fixed up, the 
prisoner’s legs and feet were tightly 
bound to the arms of the triangle and 
there was attached a pulley and cords 
and two leather handcuffs, and the 
body was drawn up. The cat-o’-nine 
tails was a whip with a very long handle 
and nine one-sixteenth of an 
inch thick, and at the end thev were 
not waxed but tied together by hard, 
strong strings. Flogging with the cat-o’- 
nine tails had been utterly abolished in 
Scotland, it was not known in Ireland, 
where no Judge would inflict such punish- 
ment. In England it was only permitted 
in two classes of offence, namely, for 
attacks on the Sovereign and for offence 
under the Garrotting Act robbery 
with violence. It was well known that 
two-thirds of the Judges of England 
would never inflict the penalty of the 
lash under any circumstances, and they 
had often protested against it. Flogging 
had been denounced in the strongest 
possible language in that House. It 
had been denounced by an ex-Home 
Secretary, Sir Matthew White Ridley, 
who, in every case of a prisoner sentenced 
to the penalty of the lash never allowed 
it to be carried into operation without 
carefully weighing the evidence of the 
and he generally reversed the 
decision. Sir Matthew White Ridley 
once said he would never forgive himself 
if he allowed the sentence of the lash 
to be inflicted upon a man where there 
was the slightest possibility of his being 
innocent, because the punishment was 
inhuman, and made the person who was 


shocking 


cords, 


case, 
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(Appropriation) Bill. 1890 


punished never have the spirit of a man | in the infliction of flogging for offences 


again. 


The present Prime Minister got | in jail. 


up in the House of Commons on 28th | 


March, 1900. and said that in all cases 
would wish the lash never to be inflicted, 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Guiap- 


because it was a punishment in which | Stone, Leeds, W.): No.4 
the {moral degradation of the man | 


after its infliction wasirremediable. That | 


was on a Bill which authorised flogging, 
and the House of Commons rejected it 
by 100, expressing at the same time its 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL said it ap- 
peared from the last Report that there 
were seventy of these sentences, and that 
only three were remitted. He hoped 
his information was wrong, 





strong <lisapproval of the penalty of 
the lash, At Cardiff assizes last month | 


fourteen prisoners were sentenced to 
various terms of imprisonment and | 
various inflictions of the lash. When | 


he heard of those sentences he immedia- | 
ately sent a special messenger to the | 
Home Secretary in order if possible to 
have the punishment staved. He im 

pressed upon the right hon. Gentleman 
that in none of these cases should the 
lash be inflicted until he had 
looked into the circumstances. In- his 
judgment flogging was more degrading than 
death. He would rather be put to death 
than be flogged. If the Court of Criminal 
Appeal had been in operation when these 
fourteen men were sentenced it 
certain that the convictions would have 
been quashed because there was no legal 
evidence of They were 
tencedl in’ March, in the first week of 
April they were flogged, and the appeal 
court was not constituted until the L&th 
April. There was, therefore, no remedy | 
except through the intervention of the 
Home Secretary, who was the depository 


Was 


violence. sen- 


of the prerogative of mercy exercised by | 
the Crown. The right hon. Gentleman | 
had stated that he would not interfere 
in such cases now that there was a court 
to which a prisoner could appeal. In 
reference to that matter the right hon. | 
Gentleman was mistaken. The appeal 
would be on a mere matter of law, and 
the discretion of the Judge would be | 
rarely, if ever, interfered with in cases 
of flogging. The Home Secretary had a 
higher privilege than even a Judge or the 
Court of Appeal. 
technicalities, 


He was able to pass 
after 
circum: | 


over mere and, 


into consideration all 
stances, advise the exercise of the Royal | 
prerogative. He regretted that since | 
te right hon. Gentleman’s régime began | 
there had been a considerable increase | 
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tiking 


| 
} 
| 
| 
{ 
: ; highs 
himself flogging was inflicted the warders were 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| that cause went stark mad. 


Me. GLADSTONE: There 


twenty-eight. 


were 


Mr. SWIFT MACNELLL said that in 
all there had been 120 cases in three 
That was a very terrible state 
of things. He had received a_ letter 
}from a prison governor stating that in 
many cases where the punishment of 


vea@rs, 


the aggressors by striking the first blow. 
|The prisoners who were sentenced to be 
| flogged for offences against prison dis- 
cipline suffered the most terrible suspense 
during the ten or twelve days that elapsed 
between the passing of the sentence and 
the carrying of it out. The prison 
governor stated in his letter that he 
knew of a case in which a prisoner from 
He hoped 
that these facts would be considered by 
the Home Secretary and that he would 
make an effort either to abandon as far 


as possible this form of punishment, or 


to abolish it. 


Kart WINTERTON (Sussex, Hor- 
shim) said he desired to call attention 
to what he regarded as a most serious 
leakage of information which had recently 
taken place in the Navy. He referred 
to communications which had recently 
appeared in a leading newspaper. He 
intended merely to refer to the message 
and to the circumstances which enabled 
it to be made public. He had no inten- 
tion to refer to the unhappy state of 
affairs in the Navy, because the House 
was doing, and had done, well to leave 
that matter entirely alone, as it had 
left alone a similarly unhappy state of 
affairs in the Navy in March last and the 
correspondence which appeared in the 
Press upon it. He would make nu 


3 T 
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reference to the remarkable feature of 


{COMMONS} 


that correspondence, which constituted | 


a combined attack in the whole Press on 
Lord Charles Beresford. The only 
instance to which he would refer was 
the statement which appeared in a 
leading newspaper, giving an account 
of an incident that took place in the 
Fleet, upon which a Question was 
answered by the First Lord of the Admir- 
alty earlier in the day, That statement, 
according to rumour, had been hawked 
round Fleet Street before it finally found 
a home in Printing House Square, a 
statement so improbable on the face of 
it that one would have thought that 
any newspaper would have hesitated 
before printing it. But the point which 
he wished to emphasise was not so 


much how the statement got into the 
newspaper, but how it leaked out of 
the Navy. As the House was aware, 


during the recent naval manceuvres no 
civilians were permitted on board any 


information must have been got from 
someone serving in the Navy. Some 
officer or man in the service might have 
made some communication to a friend 
who had sent it on to the newspaper, 
so that it might not have come to the 
newspaper at first hand. At any rate, 
it must have come from some ship at 


ssa. It was exceedingly difficult to 


| gravity of 


| munication 
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statement, and do away with Press agents 


(Appropriation) Bill, 


in the Navy. ‘The wight hon. Gentle. 
man would agree with him as to the 
the position when there 
could be a single man in the Fleet 
who would make such a communication 
to the Press reflecting very grossly 
on his Admiral. He hoped the First 
Lord would alleviate the anxiety which 
was felt on this matter and give an 
assurance that every effort would be 
made to discover who had caused the 
Memorandum to be published, and that 
he would do something to prevent such 
a breach of the Admiralty regulations 
in future. 


THe FIRST LORD or tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. McKenna, Monmouth- 
shire, N.) said that, of course, he 


had no knowledge as to how the com- 
made from the Fleet 
to the Press, and it was impossible to 


Was 


v1n1a } ascertain that, even if he were to try, 
ship in the Fleet, and, therefore, the | 


trace the authorship of such a state- | 


ment. He did not propose to go into 
the question fully, but it was a most 
serious state of affairs when a statement 
of this pature, obviously 
from a member of the Navy, appeared 
in the public Press. The statement 
which the right hon. Gentleman the 
First Lord of the Admiralty said was 
without foundation, that Lord 
Charles Beresford had jeopardised the 
safety of two of His Majesty’s ships. 
His sole desire in bringing the matter 


was 


proceeding | 


forward was to urge on the right hon. | 


Gentleman the necessity of taking dras- 
tic steps to put a stop to this constant 


leakage of information on naval matters | 


into the Press. 
to root out the 


found its 
time had 


which 


The 


way 
come 


mutual recriminations which appeared. | 


The right hon. Gentleman should 
endeavour to discover the person or 
persons who gave to the Press this 
entirely ruinous, inaccurate, and cruei 


Earl Winterton: 


No doubt the actual communication 
that was originally made to the Press 
was In every respect a trie one. He 
assumed that the original communica: 
tion was by some in the 
Fleet to someone on shore. 


sent person 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, Hox- 


ton): By wire? 


Mr. McKENNA: No; had it been 


sent by wire [ must have known of it. 


Mr. (LAUDE 


telegraphy ! 


HAY : wireless 


By 


Mr. McKENNA said it could not have 
been sent by wireless telegraphy with- 
out its being known to the Admiralty. 
He assumed it was made by a private 
letter, and the recipient communicated 
the information to the Press, and all 
the comments which the noble Lord 
rightly described as untrue were made 
not by the original communicator, but 
by writers for the Press, For those 
comments it would be most unfair to 
suggest that any officer or other person 
in the Navy was in the least responsible, 
The whole gravamen of the charge did 
not lie in the signal, but in the com: 
ments made upon it. There was no 
danger in the manceuvre itself. He 


trusted that the whole incident, which 
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had been a most unhappy one, might 
be allowed to drop. 


Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.) said 
he was anxious to make an appeal to 
the Home Secretary further to consider 
the case of the three men who were undet- 
going sentence of imprisonment on a 


{30 JULY 1908} 


charge of conspiracy, with a view to | 


modification of their 
The case he was referring to was that of 
three men who were now undergoing 
twelve months imprisonment, and he 
wished the House to understand that the 


some sentence. 


issues were larger than appeared at 
first sight. Those issues included the 


higher questions of reasonable treatment 
for men who driven into taking 
very injudicious steps in connection 
with the which they 


engaged. Secretary 


were 


business in were 
The Home hacl 
stated in reply to Questions which he 
had put luring the course of the session 
that the men 
this term of imprisonment deliberately 
There- 


sald, 


who were sentenced to 


committed an act of conspiracy. 

the right Gentleman 
they were condemned not for something 
rash and but for a 
very serious offence against law and pro- 
perty. The view he (Mr. Clynes) had 
come to after going fully into the matter 
was that the men were smarting under 
inflicted upor 
them, and were driven by the conditions 
of the moment into what 
folly rather than crime, 
There had been in Manchester an agita- 
tion arising out of very acute conditions 
of unemployment in that city. These 
men held meetings, which were to a great 
extent unconnected with the responsible 
and representative labour movement 
of that centre. They frequently met 
in one of the outer squares of the city, but 
they were driven on one occasion by 
the weather to another place. The 
situation on that particular occasion 
was stated in the course of the trial in the 
following terms by Superintendent Lauder, 
who said that on Sunday, 15th March, he 
attended a meeting of the unemployed in 
Stevenson Square. He reached the 
Square at 3.30, when the meeting had 
opened. When it had been some time in 
progress snowffell, and the men adjourned 
to another place. On being told that 
they could not remain there they re- 


fore, hon. 


uncontemplated, 


a sense of great wrong 


conditions of 


were acts of | 


| Smith. 


(Appropriation) hill. 1894 


turned to the square and _ speech- 
making was resumed. Batty and Brown 
(two of the three men in prison) arrived 
about five o'clock. Up to that time 
the meeting had been orderly. When 
they came Smith (the third man in prison) 
said : ‘* Come on, we want a revolution.” 
He (Mr. Clynes) need not read further 
lrom the statement of Superintendent 
Lauder. The men were seattered and 
they made their way to the house of 
There thev indulged in a great 
deal of talk about what thev would do, 
the extreme 
of rashly speaking of blowing up 
the Hall, and visiting the 
House of Commons for a similar purpose, 
Che outcome of this kind of talk was that 
in the course of a day or two some of the 
men smashed some windows in Market 


some even cong to 


Tow lh 


| Street, the talk being of committing a 


dramatic act in order to call attenti n 
to the grievances under which so many 
The three me: 
were afterwards brought into Court, were 


persons were smarting. 


condemned On a charge of conspiracy, 


jad were now undergoing a sentence 
of twelve months in prison. He sug- 


| gested to the Home Secretary that these 


| «lefend. 


men were incited by a state of despair, 
and by the conditions under which they 
harassed to commit acts, 
which he, of did not seek to 
The point he wished to make was 
that the men had been unduly punished, 
aud that the sentence was harsh. What 
he desired was that the right hon. Gentle- 
man, who had shown in the course of 
his frequent association with questions 
of punishment and crime a strong sense 
of humanity, should use the authority 
which his great office gave him, to secure 
that in this the punishment 
should be made a little more to fit the 
crime. The language of the men was, 
of course, inflammatory and boastful, 
but the example they set was in no way 
followed. It should be made clear that 
the representatives of organised labour 
in the city had in no sense endeavoured 
to excuse the acts which were committed 
and which isolated instances of 
folly on the part of a few men, who had 
been severely punished for their fault. 
The evidence on which the men were 


were these 


course, 


instance 


were 


condemned was the unsupported evidence 


of one man, who was . himself a party 


to the business. (This man, who was 
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reference to the remarkable feature of 
that correspondence, which constituted 
a combined attack in the whole Press on 
Lord Charles Beresford. The — only 
instance to which he would refer was 
the statement which appeared in a 
leading newspaper, giving an account 
of an incident that took place in the 
Fleet, upon which a Question was 
answered by the First Lord of the Admir- 
alty earlier in the day. That statement, 
according to rumour, had been hawked 
round Fleet Street before it finally found 
a home in Printing House Square, a 
statement so improbable on the face of 
it that one would have thought that 
any newspaper would have hesitated 
before printing it. But the point which 
he wished to emphasise was not so 
much how the statement got into the 
newspaper, but how it leaked out of 
the Navy. As the House was aware, 
during the recent naval manceuvres no 
civilians were permitted on board any 


{COMMONS} 


| munication 


ship in the Fleet, and, therefore, the | 


information must have been got from 
someone serving in the Navy. Some 
officer or man in the service might have 
made some communication to a friend 
who had sent it on to the newspaper, 
so that it might not have come to the 
newspaper at first hand. At any rate, 
it must have come from some ship at 


sea. It was exceedingly difficult to 


trace the authorship of such a state- | 


ment. He did not propose to go into 
the question fully, but it was a most 
serious state of affairs when a statement 
of this prature, obviously proceeding 
from a member of the Navy, appeared 
in the public Press. The statement 
which the right hon. Gentleman the 
First Lord of the Admiralty said was 
without foundation, was that Lord 
Charles Beresford had jeopardised the 
safety of two of His Majesty’s ships. 


| the 


His sole desire in bringing the matter | 


forward was to urge on the right hon. | 


Gentleman the necessity of taking dras- | 


tic steps to put a stop to this constant 


leakage of information on naval matters | 


into the Press. 
root out the 


which found its way 
The time had come to 
mutual recriminations 
The right hon, Gentleman should 
endeavour to discover the person or 
persons who gave to the Press this 
entirely ruinous, inaccurate, and cruel 


Earl Winterton, 


which appeared. | 
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statement, and do away with Press agents 
in the Navy. ‘The wight hon. Gentle- 


(Appropriation) Bill, 


/'man would agree with him as to the 


gravity of the position when there 
could be a single man in the Fleet 
who would make such a communication 
to the Press reflecting very grossly 
on his Admiral. He hoped the First 
Lord would alleviate the anxiety which 
was felt on this matter and give an 
assurance that every effort would be 
made to discover who had caused the 
Memorandum to be published, and that 
he would do something to prevent such 
a breach of the Admiralty regulations 
in future. 


THe FIRST LORD or tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. McKenna, Monmouth- 
shire, N.) said that, of course, he 


had no knowledge as to how the com- 
made from the Fleet 
to the Press, and it was impossible to 
ascertain that, even if he were to try, 
No doubt the actual ccmmunication 
that was originally made to the Press 
was in every respect a trite one. He 
assumed that the original communica- 
tion person in the 
Fleet to someone on shore. 


Was 


was sent by some 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, Hox- 
ton): By wire? 


Mr. MCKENNA: No; had it been 
sent by wire [ must have known of it. 


wireless 


Mr. (LAUDE 


telegraphy / 


HAY: By 


Mr. McKENNA said it could not have 
been sent by wireless telegraphy with- 
out its being known to the Admiralty. 
He assumed it was made by a private 
letter, and the recipient communicated 
information to the Press, and all 
the comments which the noble Lord 
rightly described as untrue were made 
not by the original communicator, but 
by writers for the Press, For those 
comments it would be most unfair ta 
suggest that any officer or other person 
in the Navy was in the least responsible, 
The whole gravamen of the charge did 
not lie in the signal, but in the com: 
ments made upon it. There was no 
danger in the mancuvre itself. He 


trusted that the whole incident, which 
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had been a most unhappy one, might 
be allowed to drop. 


Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.) said 
he was anxious to make an appeal to 
the Home Secretary further to consider 
the case of the three men who were undet- 
going sentence of imprisonment on a 
charge of conspiracy, with a view to 
modification of their sentence. 
The case he was referring to was that of 
three men who were now undergoing 
twelve months imprisonment, and he 
wished the House to understand that the 
issues were larger than appeared at 
first sight. Those issues included the 
higher questions of reasonable treatment 
for men who were driven into taking 
very injudicious connection 
with the business in which they were 
The Home had 
stated in reply to Questions which he 
had put during the course of the session 
that the men 
this term of imprisonment deliberately 
committed an act of conspiracy. There- 
the right Gentleman said, 
they were condemned not for something 
rash and uncontemplated, 
very serious offence against law and pro- 
perty. The view he (Mr. Clynes) had 
come to after going fully into the matter 


some 


steps in 


engaged. Secretary 


who were sentenced to 


fore, hon. 


but for a 


was that the men were smarting undet 
inflicted upon 
them, and were driven by the conditions 
of the moment into what were acts of 
folly rather than conditions of crime. 
There had been in Manchester an agita- 
tion arising out of very acute conditions 
of unemployment in that city. These 
men held meetings, which were to a great 
extent unconnected with the responsible 
and representative labour movement 
of that centre. They frequently met 
in one of the outer squares of the city, but 
they were driven on one occasion by 
the weather to another place. The 
situation on that particular occasion 
was stated in the course of the trial in the 
following terms by Superintendent Lauder, 
who said that on Sunday, 15th March, he 
attended a meeting of the unemployed in 
Stevenson Square. He reached the 
Square at 3.30, when the meeting had 
opened. When it had been some time in 
progress snowffell, and the men adjourned 
to another place. On being told that 
they could not remain there they re- 


a sense of great wrong 


{30 JULY 1908} 


(Appropriation) Bill. 1894 


turned to the square and_ speech- 
making was resumed. Batty and Brown 
(two of the three men in prison) arrived 
about five Up to that time 
the meeting had been orderly. When 
they came Smith (the third man in prison) 


o'clock. 


isaid: ‘* Come on, we want a revolution.” 


He (Mr. Clynes) need not read further 


‘from the statement of Superintendent 


Lauder. The men scattered and 
they made their way to the hause of 
Smith. There they indulged in a great 
deal of talk about what thev would do, 
the 
of rashly speaking of blowing up 
the Hall, and visiting the 
House of Commons for a similar purpose, 
lhe outcome of this kind of talk was that 
in the course of a day or two some of the 
men smashed some windows in Market 


were 


some even gomg to extreme 


Town 


| Street, the talk being of committing a 


dramatic act in order to call attenti n 
to the grievances under which so many 


persons were smarting. The three me: 


| were afterwards brought into Court, were 


anid 


condemned on a charge of conspiracy, 
undergoing a sentence 
of twelve months in prison. He sug 
gested to the Home Secretary that these 
men were incited by a state of despair, 


were how 


}and by the conditions under which they 


| lefend. 


land that the sentence was harsh. 


commit these acts, 
did not seek to 
The point he wished to make was 
that the men had been unduly punished, 
What 
he desired was that the right hon. Gentle- 
man, had shown in the course of 
his frequent association with questions 
of punishment and crime a strong sense 
of humanity, should use the authority 
which his great office gave him, to secure 
that in this instance the punishment 
should be made a little more to fit the 
crime. The language of the men was, 
of course, inflammatory and_ boastful, 
but the example they set was in no way 
followed. It should be made clear that 
the representatives of organised labour 
in the city had in no sense endeavoured 
to excuse the acts which were committed 
and which isolated instances of 
folly on the part of a few men, who had 
been severely punished for their fault. 
The evidence on which the men were 
condemned was the unsupported evidence 
of one man, who was ,himself a party 
to the ‘This man, who was 


were harassed to 


which he, of course, 


who 


were 


business. 
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at Smith’s house along with the rest of 
the men, was of a discreditable character, 
and had been twenty-four times in gaol. 
As a matter of fact, since the trial he 
had been in gaol once, if not twice, so 
that very little real dependence or trust 
could be placed on anything he had to 
say about other people. The men who 
were condemned were unable to take 
advantage of the Criminal Appeal Act, 
on account of the hurried nature of the 
police proceedings and other limitations 
which existed in the case of poor men 
of this kind who were swiftly brought 
into Court, speedily tried, and disposed 
of with the least possible delay, without 
being able to use the aids and advantages 
which money often conferred in| Courts 
of law. An application was made in 
Court for an appeal in this case ona point 
of law resting on the uncorroborated evi- 
dence given by the discredited witness 
to whom he had referred. No appeal 
was allowed, and he had driven 
to make the present appeal in the House 
in the hope that the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Home Secretary would use 
the power with which his office invested 
him to mitigate the severity of the 
sentence passed on these men. It might 
he mentioned that the spy reported 
certain things to the police with regard 


been 


to the intended commission of various | 


acts, and so little importance did the 
police attach to them that no prepara 
tlons were made to protect persons or 
property from the offences which it 
was alleged had contemplated 
Moreover, men were 
records wid 


been 
since these 


demned, criminal 


Col 
police 


court proceedings showed that dozens | 


of more serious cases of offences against 
life and property had oceurred in which 


the guilty parties had been much fess | 


severely punished than the men whose 
cause he was now pleading. He could 
cite cases in which serious crimes had 
been committed and yet the offenders 


had been punished with no greater 
sentence than three or six months 
imprisonment. He suggested that in 


this case the purpose of the law had 
been served, and that the feeling pre- 
vailing in Manchester—the sympathy 
surrounding these unfortunate 
ought to have some weight with the 
right hon. Gentleman. He understood 
that memorials had been signed and 


Mr. Clynes. 


{COMMONS} 
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(Appropriation) Bill. 


| that there was a considerable volume 
(of opinion in favour of presenting a 
; powerfully signed requisition in the 
| hope that the Home Secretary might 
be induced to reconsider his decision. 
He hoped it would not be supposed 
that he was condemning the right hon. 
Gentleman for what he had done so 
far, because he was putting the case 
jin no contentious spirit, but rather in 
|a spirit of hope that as these men had 
iserved a period of five months im- 
|prisonment the right hon. Gentleman 
| would exercise his power to secure that 
ithe term of their incarceration should 
he shortened. 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromar.y) de- 
sired to call attention to two matters, 
one of which was the case of the 
crofters of the Island of Vatersay. He 
was glad that arrangements had been 
arrived at under which these men had 
been released from gaol, but he thought 
that if matters had been properly managed 
and arrangements had been arrived a‘ 
with the proprietor when negotiation 
were commenced there would have been 
{no necessity for these have 
| broken the law. He was most anxious 
‘that a similar state of things should 
hot come to pass in the Island of Lewis. 
The Vatersay crofters were small in 
number with the  landles 
men in the Island of Lewis, where there 
powers 7,500 landless people, or 25 per 
icent. of the total population. He had 
brought the matter before the Secretary 
| fur Scotland time after time, and the reply 
he invariably received was that it was 
heing considered, The Government could 
never get further forward than the con- 
The difficulty in Vater- 
(say Was that the farm wanted by the 
| cottars was held under a lease, but in the 
| Island of Lewis there were 20,000 acres of 
‘land, none of which was under lease. 
What he suggested to the Secretary for 
Scotland was that he should take energetic 
and active measures to secure the whole 
or part of these lands for the people 
before leases were granted hy the pro- 
prietor. His fear for a long time past 
had been that the men would break the 
law, though he had always advised them 
to agitate in a constitutional manner, 
j and so far they had acted in accordance 


men to 
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with that advice. But the Secretary for 
Scotland should do something to ensure 
that these 7,500 landless people should 
not be forced to live under the present 
unsatisfactory conditions. If negotia- 
tions were entered into without delay, he 
believed there would be little difficulty 
in obtaining the required quantity of land, 
but he feared that unless something was 
done trouble must ensue. These men 
were coming home fromethe fishing with 
very little money, and as they would be 
in a half-starved condition during the 
winter it was quite likely that they might 
be tempted to break the law. 


of this kind, because the Congested Dis- 


tricts Board had full powers to negotiate | 


with the proprietor and to secure possession 
In 1899 he moved an 
Amendment to the Queen’s Speech ask- 
ing for legislation for the 


of vacant farms. 


crofters, 


ecottars and fishermen of the Highlands | 


and Islands of Scotland, in support 
of which 142 Members voted, including 
the late 


right hon. Gentlemen who now sat ov 


Prime Minister and several 


the Treasury Bench. ‘The Government 


majority was only five. He there- 
fore felt’ fully justified in urging the 
Government to take some action on these 
lines. If the Government did not intend 
to vive effect to their pledges let them be 
What he asked was 


that the Secretary for Scotland should 


honest and say so. 


hot rest on his oars but should do some- 
He (Mr. Weir) 


had done his best to see that the 


thing for these people. 
law was obeyed. Matters would not have 
come to the present pass if the Scottish 
Secretary had been more active. 


Mr GLADSTONE said he quite avreed 
that the hon. Member for N. E. Man- 
chester had stated his case with great 
moderation. He must, however, point 
out that he did not accept his version 
of the case, though he was not able at 
He had, 
as the hon. Member knew, very care 
fully examined it. 


that hour to discuss the matter. 


The main allegation 


{30 Jury 1908} 


No legis- | 


lation was required to provide for a case | 


(A ppropriation) Bill. 18J3 
against the men was, as the hon. 
Member had stated, one of {[con- 


The Court held taat there was 
evidence of a previous agreement to do 
damage. 


spiracy. 


By pre-concerted action these 
men began breaking windows, causing 
damage to the extent of £100. The 
learned careful to 
warn the jury that they must not attach 


Recorder was most 


weight to the particular witness to whom 
Member 


evidence was corroborated. 


unless h's 
The Cout 
held that that evidence was corroborated 
followed. The 


Member said these men were smarting 


the hon. referred 


and a conviction hor. 


under a sense of wrong. Did he really 


think that the men( Brown and another) 


were acting under any such sense! He 
was not going to go into the record of 
these men further than to say that so 
far as he could ascertain neither of them 
appeared to have wished to get work, and 
in one case when work was got the man 
was found not 
With regard to the third man, he (the 


Home Secretary) agreed he was a man 


capable of taking it. 


of a very different order. He was in 
He (the 


Home Secretary) was aware that he asso- 


vood employment at the time. 


ciated himself with the unemploved 
movement, but he did not at all question 
his bona fides or his belief in the rightness 
of his action. But still he was one of 
those men who did in fact meet together 
and who were proved by the Court to be 
guilty of serious conspiracy. It was 
really very difficult to draw a distinction 
between his case and that of the other 
men. He was afraid he could not at 
the present time see his way to interfere, 
otherwise, 


but if, by petition or 


any new information or argument 


was brought to his notice he would 
His hon. friend 


Donegal had 


of course, consider it. 
the Member for 
rather 


raised 


large questions that evening 
and he would not expect him (the Home 
Secretary) to go into the whole question 
of flogging which he had raised. Let 
His hon. friend 


quoted a letter which he said was from 


him say this one word, 
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@ prison governor in which the governor 
said, presumably speaking from his own 
knowledge—if he did not speak from 
his own knowledge his evidence was of 
no value—that in many of these cases 
of prison flogging the first blow was 
struck by the warders. If that was 
true how gravely it must reflect upon the 
prison governor. He need scarcely point 
out to his hon. friend that the prison 
governor was responsible. He was head 


of the prison. He reported the cases 


of flogging to the Home Secretary. If 


it was within his knowledge that pro- 
vocation was given by the warder, and 
if, knowing that, he held his tongue and 
allowed the man to be flogged, then all 
he (the Home Secretary) could say was 
that he deserved to be dismissed from 
his post at once. He left his hon. friend 
to clear up that position. On the genera] 
question his hon. friend knew perfectly 
well there were two aspects of the matter, 
and the question was raised in two forms. 
The first was whether flogging as a 
punishment was desirable in the public 
interest. That was a very large and 
If there was 
to be any change in the present system 


very interesting question. 


he would desire a change in the direction 
of mitigation, but he was bound to say 
he did not take the view of his hon. 
friend. What was the last case which 
himé A voung ruffian 
who had taken a large handful of mud 
and stuffed it into the eyes and mouth 
of a young girl and then robbed her. 
Well, that man was flogged, and he (the 


came before 


Home Secretary) would waste no sym- 
pathy upon him, though he did sym- 
pathise with his victim. There was the 
He differentiated his 
views from those held by his hon, friend, 


general question. 


who held strong views on that matter. 
He did not take up such a strong position. 
his duty was to act under the law, and 
when these cases came before him by 
way of appeal he was bound to look into 
them, and he did look into them. He 
sanctioned only two days ago the re- 


mission of a second sentence of flogging | 


Mr. Gladstone. 


{COMMONS} 


(Appropriation) Bill. 1900 


which had been imposed upon a prisoner. 
He was sure his hon. friend would not ex- 
pect him to go further into the matter. 
One or two words on the hon. Gentle- 
man’s remarks as to the treatment of 
He did not 
quite gather from his hon. friend whether 
he said what he did by way of protest 
against the system generally or whether 


the prisoners in Holloway. 


he was arguing for special privileges to 
the particular persons to whom he was 
alluding. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL said that 
what he wanted was that the suffragists 
should be treated as political prisoners 
as Dr. Jameson was treated. 


Mr. GLADSTONE said that the 
treatment of Dr. Jameson came before 
the Act of 1898, 
tional question upon which he and his 
hon. friend must agree to differ, His 
hon. friend 


That was a constitu- 


made several declarations 
about the treatment of the ladies in 
prison. He must tell him he did not 
think they were accurate. He would 
not refer, of course, by name to the in- 
formant of the hon. Member, except to 
say that he observed the period spoken 
of was not the last period. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: It was 


last February. 


Mr. GLADSTONE, 


that in 


proceeding, sale 


regard to second — division 
prisoners he was not satisfied in every 
respect with the present regulations, and 
he had already taken some action with 
regard to that. He was referring now 
That 


matter was under his consideration, and 


to the general prison regulations. 
would be for some time. But in regard 
to these particular ladies he must tell 
the House that their treatment was not 
really what his hon. friend in his genuine 
honest enthusiasm would lead the House 
Their 
fact different from that of prisoners im 
the third division. They were kept 


to suppose. treatment was in 
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apart entirely from association with 
prisoners in the third division. Their 
clothes were now—whatever may have 
happened in the past — scrupulously 
clean, and he believed that in the 
most of these ladies they 
had actually new clothes and new shoes. 
His hon. friend had quoted the case of one 
That 
There was a case of measles 


case of 


prisoner who developed measles. 
was true. 
being developed by one of the prisoners, 
but there was no reason to suppose she 
contracted the ailment in prison. His 
hon. friend must remember that these 
ladies got two books a week in addition 
to the instruction books, besides which 
them 
They were associated together 


the chaplain could give other 
books. 
in work, and during that association they 
had an easier chair than was usually 
supplied. Their life was not of quite 
so ascetic a character as his hon. friend 
had sought to make out. 
they 


must not be 


They exercised 


twice a day, and had writing 


materials. It forgotten 
that after all the treatment was treat- 
ment in prison, and if prison discipline 
was to be worth anything it must be 
kept. 


to all the considerations it 


He thought that, having regard 
could not 
be said that the treatment of the women 
wuffragists was cruel or inhuman. He 
though 
he had not had the Report, that almost 


without exception in the case of those 


had everv reason to believe, 


particular ladies who had been sent to 
prison their health had in fact improved, 
and he had taken every care to see that 
if for obvious reasons they could not 
stand imprisonment so well as the 
more usual occupants of the prisons, 


they should be looked after, not to the | 


other 
with very special care and attention by 
the medical officers. He thought that 
he had said enough to make it clear 
that his hon. friend had coloured the 
matter rather highly. 


disadvantage of prisoners, but 


Tur SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Stnouatr; Forfarshire) said that if 


{30 JuLy 1908} 
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the House would allow him at that late 
hour he would like to sav one word onthe 
criticism of his hon. friend the Mem 
ber for Ross and Cromarty. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Rveryv body 
with 
which the hon. Menrber pleaded the 
cause of his constituents whenever there 
was a fitting opportunity in that House, 
and nobody would deny to him the 
credit which was his due on that account. 
But the hon. Member did not go pro- 
perly into the facts and did not credit 
other people with the sympathy which 
he himself felt for the conditions under 


was aware of the earnestness 


which those for whom he spoke lived. 
He wished to take first the question of 
the Vatersay squatters. The controversy 
which had just concluded was 
merely the last incident in a log chain 
of events, and if his hon. 


been 


friend had 
examined the whole history of the pro- 
ceedings which had taken place in that 
parish and in that island for the last two 
or three generations he could not pos- 
sibly get up in that House and hold the 
present Government responsible for what 
He thought, with 
friend had 
nisunderstood the nature of the case. 


had recently occurred. 


all respect, that his hon, 


As regarded the Island of Lewis the con- 
ditions were difficult and serious in some 
respects, but they 


were not created 


yesterday. They were the sequel and 
result of a combination of circumstances 
and influences which had been going on 
in that island for many vears, and for 
could be held 
responsible, As a 
matter of fact, judged by many stan- 
dards, the [sland of Lewis, while he 
admitted there were great difficulties, 
had advanced and prospered. The 
people were better educated, the stan- 
dard of life had been raised, the earnings 
of the people were greater, and there 
was more money going into the island 
than ever before, They found that the 
people made their way from that island 
earning their living in different parts of 
Scotland, and they found that they were 


which no Government 


singly and solely 


{not behind the people in other paris of 
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of the House. 1904 


Scotland in winning their way and of State by reason of the purchase of any 


making a suecessful business 
in life. He quite agreed that 
there was a great deal which might be 
done. These islands far 
from the facilities of transport, trave 
and civilisation, and the other facilities 
usual near large centres of population, 
but for al! that the people had great grit, 
and they did well when they met people 
from other parts of Scotland and fron: 
The Govern- 


career 


were remote, 


other parts ef the world. 


ment were not iInsensible to their res- 
ponsibilities and duties to that part of 
the United thev were 


endeavouring 


Kingdom. and 


to discharge their res- 


ponsibilities to the best of their ability. | 


He iid not think that at that time of 


night he woula be consulting the wishes | 


of the House if he enlarged on the sub- 
ject, but he could assure the hon. Mene- 
ber that the Government 
awake than he 
regard to the parts of Scotland to which 
he had alluded, or than they were to 


were ho less 


was to their duties in 


of their | 


their duties to other parts of the United | 


Kingdom. 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed 


} 
| 


to a Committee of the Whole House for | 


to-morrow. 


EAST INDIA LOANS [RAILWAY AND 


IRRIGATION WORKS, AND GENERAL | 


PURPOSES. | 

Resolution reported, “‘ That it is ex- 
pedient to authorise the Secretary of 
State in Council of India to raise in the | 
United Kingdom, on the security of the 
Revenues of India, by the creation and 
issue of capital stock, bonds, debentures, 
o: bills:—(1) A sum not exceeding 
£20 000,000, for the following purposes : 
(a) The construction, extension, and equip- 
ment of railways in India by State agency 
or through the agency of companies ; 





(b) the repayment of the principal of any 
bonds or debentures issued by any such 
company under the guarantee of the 
Secretary of State ; (c) the discharge of | 
any obligations incurred by the Secretary | 


Mr, Sinclair. 


railway or the determination of any con- 
| tract from or with such company; (d) 
ithe construction of irrigation works 
| in India. (2) A sum not exceeding 
| £5,000,000 for the general purposes of the 
Government of India.” 

Resolution agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by Mr, 
Buchanan and Mr. Hobhouse. 


EAST INDIA LOANS BILL, 

“lo empower the Secretary of State in 
Council of India to raise money in the 
United Kingdom for the construction, 
extension, and equipment of railways in 
India, by State agency or through the 
! avency of companies, for the construction 
of Trrigation Works, and for other pur- 
poses,” presented accordingly, and read 
| the first time ; to be read a second time 
upon Monday 12th October, and to be 
[Bill 362.] 


CRIMINAL APPEAL (AMENDMENT) BILL 
| Lorps]. 


printed, 


} Readasecond time,and committed toa 


Standing Committee. 


CORONERS (IRELAND) BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments considered, and 
ivreed to, 

SCHOOLS (MASTERS) 

[Lorps]. 


ENDOWED BILL 
As amended, considered. 
Bill read the third time, and passed, 
with Amendments. 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 
Resolved, ‘** That the Statement of the 
estimated Income and Expenditure of 
Hospital of Travers’ 
Foundation for the 1908-9 

approved.” —(Mr. Lambert.) 


Greenwich and 


year be 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to 
the Ovder of the House of 10th July, 
adjourned the House without Question 


put, 
Adjourneu at twenty minutes 


before One o'clock, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, 31st July, 1908. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 





The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the 
House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate 
from the Examiners that no Standing 
Orders are applicable to the following 
Bill :—Commons Regulation (Towyn Tre- 
wan) Provisional Order). 


The same was ordered to lie on the 


3 Table. 

S ' et 

S Local Government Provisional Order 
= (No. 3) Biil—Brought from the Com- 


> mons. 


Edinburgh and District Water Order 
Confirmation Bill [#.L.].—Returned from 
the Commons agreed to. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill; Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 6) Bill; Local 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) 
3ill ; Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 10) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Order (No. 11) Bill.—Re- 
turned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 


COMMONS REGULATION (TOWYN 
TREWAN) PROVISIONAL ORDER BILL. 

Moved, ‘* That the Order made on the 
25th day of March last, ‘ That no Provi- 
sional Order Confirmation Bill brought 
from the House of Commons shall be 
read a second time after the 18th day of 
June next,’ be dispensed with, and that 
the Bill be now read 2*.’—(Earl Car- 
rington.) 


Asterisk (*) at the commencement of a Speech indicates revision l 


= 
Q 
» 


Tue ACTING CHAIRMAN or COM- 
MITTEES (Lord Batrour of BURLEIGH) : 
My Lords, I am afraid I must make a 
short statement in regard to this matter. 
I do not propose to ask the House to 
object to what is intended to be done, but 
I think it right that the circumstances 
should be fully explained. The mere 
suspension of this Standing Order is not 
without precedent, but what is to follow 
under the suspension of Standing Order 


VOL. CXCIII. [FourtH SEr1Es. } 


JULY 1903} 
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XXXIX.—namely, the passing of the 
Bill through the remainder of its stages— 
is @ matter which has not been done 
before in the case of a Bill of this class ; 
and [ am sure your Lordships will see 
that, holding temporarily the position I 
do, it would be a breach of duty on my 
part to allow a new precedent to be made 
without informing the House of what 
is proposed. If this were an ordinary 
Provisional Order Bill I should be obliged 
to ask your Lordships not to allow it to 
pass with all this speed, because in that 
case the passing of it through all its 
stages on the same day after reading it a 
time would be tantamount to 
cutting out the right of objecting on the 
part of any possible objector, as before 
being taken in Committee the Bill should 
lie on the Table for a certain period. But 
this is not an ordinary Provisional Order 
Bill. It Bill under the Commons 
Regulation Act, 1876, and the procedure 
under that Act is laid down with extreme 
precision. The procedure is extremely 
long and complicated, and up to the 
present it has been carried out im abso- 
lutely all its details. The inquiry forthe 
purpose of securing this Order began in 
the autumn of last vear, and in January 
the Board of Agriculture proceeded to 
make the Order. Some legal difficulties 
supervened, and it was not until 10th 
April that the draft was approved. 
It was then properly deposited in the 
locality for anvone who desired to do so to 
object to it. On 5th May the Select 
Committee of the other House of Parlia- 
ment which looks after these matters was 
convened, but they could 
until the consent of two-thirds of the 
commoners had been obtained; that 
consent was obtained, but not until 28th 
May. Then, owing to the illness of the 
Chairman of Committe and the Whitsun- 
tide adjournment, the Committee did not 
sit until 23rd June. They reported this 
month, and, so far as they can ascertain, 
there is no local opposition. The Bill 
was brought in on Friday, 10th July, in 
the other House, and the House of 
Commons suspended the corresponding 
Standing Order to that which vour Lord- 
ships are now asked to suspend. The 
Bill now comes up to your Lordships’ 
House, so far as we can tell, without the 
slightest local opposition. But there isa 
certain difficulty. My noble friend the 


SU 
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is a 
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Returns, 


Chairman of Committees, who was com- 
municated with at various stages of the 
matter by the Board of Agriculture, 
seems to have been entirely satisfied that 
this was a proper procedure and had 
undertaken to agree to the suspension of 
the Standing Order. The new circum- 
stance that has supervened is the pro- 
posal to carry the Bill through all its 
stages now, which could not have been 
foreseen at the moment when my noble 
friend left the House ; but in a letter sent 
to him by Sir Thomas Elliott early in 
July it is pointed out that if the Pro- 
visional Order not confirmed this 
session, not only will the injury alleged to 
be suffered by the commoners be con- 
tinued for another year, but there is a 
risk of the agreement between the various 
parties breaking down, while additional 
expense which the locality could ill afford 
would be incurred. It is understood 
that there are some threatened encroach- 
ments by buildings which the people are 
anxious to avoid. In the circumstances, 
the 'ocal people having had such ample 
opportunity to object if they had wished 
to do so, I think the House may safely 
agree to the request which is now made. 
I hope your Lordships will excuse me for 
having made this statement, but I natur- 
ally felt that there was a certain amount of 
responsibility resting upon me in regard 
to the creation of a precedent. 


is 


THe Marquess or SALISBURY: My 
Lords, the House is grateful to my noble 


{LORDS} 


Reports, de. 1908 
If that is what is meant, there is no reason 
why the Bill should not be passed through 
the remaining stages during the autumn 
sesssion. I should like to ask my noble 
friend whether, so far as Sir Thomas 
Elliott’s letter is concerned, we should not 
fulfil all that is required if we passed the 
Bill during the autumn session. 


Lorp BALFOUR or BURLEIGH: 
I had an interview with the official of the 
Board of Agriculture who has charge of 
the matter, and I put that very question 
to him. Undoubtedly the opinion of the 
Board of Agriculture is that it is advisable 
to get the new authority set up as soon as 
possible, in order to prevent encroache 
ments which might go on even during the 
few weeks that elapse before the Bill 
becomes law. 


Lorp STANLEY or ALDERLEY : My 
Lords, this is a matter agreed upon by all 
the parties. The object of the Bill is to 
confirm a Provisional Grder under the 
Inclosure Acts 1845 to 1899 relating to 
Towvn Trewan Common in the County of 
Anglesey, near where [ live. I think Ican 
state a reason which will induce noble 
Lords opposite to agree to the Motion. 
One of the purposes of this arrangement 
is to lay out a golf course. It is close toa 
growing seaside resort, and if the Bill 


| passes now those concerned will be able to 


friend for the statement he has made, | 


without which we should have been very 
much astonished at the proposal. I do 
not think the House can be too careful 
in maintaining its procedure, especially 
when private rights are involved. But I 
rose to ask my noble friend a question. 
He referred to a letter from Sir Thomas 
Elhott, in which he said it was of great 


importance that this matter should be 


put through during the present session. 
Well, in the situation in which we are 


placed that phrase is rather ambiguous. | 


In popular parlance the present session | 


very often means the present sittings of 
the House. If that be so, there would be 
reason for pushing a Bill through now. 
But it is possible that what is really 
meant is that the work during the present 
year, which would be put an end to by the 
Prorogation, should not be forfeited. 


Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 


lay out the course during the summer 
months. 

On Question, Motion agreed to; Bill 
read 2" accordingly. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


NAVY (BATTLESHIPS AND CRUISER 
REPAIRS). 
Return of the amount of money 


spent during the last two years on the 
repairs of battleships and cruisers 
launched since Ist January, 1898, to- 
gether with the period of the repairs 
in each case. Ordered to be laid before 
the House.—(The Earl Cawdor; for the 
Lord Ellenborough.} 


PORT OF LONDON BILL. 
Report of the Joint Committee with 
the proceedings of the Committee (Laid 
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upon the Table yesterday) ; to be printed. 
[No. 202.] 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 


FISHERIES. 
Agricultural Statistics, 1907. Vol. | 
XLIf., Part III. Prices and supplies 


of Corn, live-stock, and other agricul- 
tural produce. 


TREATY SERIES, No. 22 (1908). 
Treaty between the United Kingdom 


and the United States of America pro- | 


viding :—For the conveyance of persons 


in custody for trial either in the Dominion | 


of Canada or the United States through 
the territory of the other ; 


in the waters contiguous to the boundary | 
between the Dommion of Canada and 
the United States ; 
ton, 18th May, 1908. 
exchanged at Washington, 
1908.) 


(Ratifications 
30th 


TRADE REPORTS: 
No. 4083. 
Formosa). 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Japan. Tainan (South 


QUEEN’S COLLEGE, BELFAST. 


Annual Report of the President, for | 


the year 1907-1908. 


FISHERY INVESTIGATIONS. 


Report of the Committee appointed | 


to inquire into the scientific and statis- 
tical investigations now being carried 


on in relation to the fishing industry ! 


of the United Kingdom. 


NATIONAL GALLERY, IRELAND. 
Report ot the Director to the Board 
of Governors and Guardians, 
vear 1907. 
Presented (by Command),‘and ordered | 
to lie on the Table. 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904 (WEST RIDING 
OF YORKSHIRE). 


Order the council of the 


county 


made by 


of West Riding of 


for the Home Department, fixing 
hours of closing for certain classes of 
shops within the urban districts of 
Ravensthorpe, Soothill Nether, and 
Thornhill. Laid before the House (pur- 
suant to Act), and ordered to lie on the 


(31 Juty 1908} 


‘: , ® | 
Signed at Washing- | 


June, | 


for the | 


| Amendments be considered.” 
Yorkshire, | 
and confirmed by the Secretary of State | 
the | 





Table. 
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| NAVY (BATTLESHIP AND CRUISER 
REPAIRS). 

| Return respecting. Laid before the 
pay (pursuant to Order of this Day) 


and to be printed. [No. 204.] 


BILL. 
BEE PEST (IRELAND) BILL. 
Returned from the Commons 

| the Amendments agreed to. 


| 

| TELEGRAPH (CONSTRUCTION) 
| ; 
| with 


ENDOWED SCHOOLS (MASTERS) 
BILL [H.1.]. 

Returned from the Commons agreed 

ito, with Amendments. 


and for | 
reciprocal rights in wrecking and salvage | 


CORONERS (IRELAND) BILL. 
WHALE FISHERIES (IRELAND) BILL. 
| POL LING DISTRICTS AND REGISTRA- 
| TION OF VOTERS (IRELAND) BILL. 

Returned from the Commons 
the Amendments, agreed to. 


with 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL. 
Read 3% (according to Order) further 
Amendments made; Bill passed, and 
| returned to the Commons. 


SMALL HOLDINGS AND 


BILL [#.1.]}. 
Commons Amendments considered ,| 
| (according to Order) and agreed to. 


ALLOTMENTS 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE 
BILL. 


Read 3° (according to Order) and 
| passed. 
OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL 
Returned from the Commons with 


| several of the Amendments agreed to; 


and several others disagreed to; with 
‘reasons for such disagreement. 
| Moved, “ That the Commons reasons 


| for disagreeing to certain of the Lords 
—( Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


*THESECRETARY or STATE For THE 
COLONIES (The Earl of Crewe): My 
Lords, I think perhaps the most conveni- 
ent course would be, as these Amendments 
are rather numerous and the Commons 


3 U 2 
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reasons are not printed, that each Amend- 
ment should be read in turn by the 
Clerk at the Table with the Commons 
reasons for disagreement. 


Tue CLERK or tHe PARLIAMENTS: 
The Commons disagree to the Amend- 
ments made by the Lords in page 1, lines 
5 and 10, viz.— 

‘In page 1, line 5, after (1) to insert the 
words ‘ until the thirty-first day of December 
one thousand nine hundred and fifteen.’ ” 

**In page 1, line 10, after the word * pension,’ 
to insert the words ‘ the person who is in receipt 
of a pension on the thirty-first day of December 
one thousand nine hundred and fifteen shall 
not be deprived of that pension by reason of the 
expiry of this Act.’ ” 


They disagree for the following reason 
Because the effect of these Amendments 
would be to limit the duration of old-age 


pensions as proposed by the Commons. | 


The Commons consider it unnecessary to 


offer any further reason, hoping the | 


above reason may be deemed sufficient. 


Moved, ‘“* That the House do noi 
insist on the said Amendments to which 
the Commons have disagreed.” —( Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 


*EarL CROMER: My Lords, as I was 


the mover of the Amendment which has 


now come back from the other House, | 
vour Lordships may expect me to make a | 


few observations on the subject. After 
the remarks which fell from noble Lords 
opposite a few days ago, I never in the 
least expected that this Amendment 
would be accepted by the other House. 
I persisted, however, in moving it 
because, in common with the majority of 


vour Lordships, I thought that it was our 


duty to do whatever lay in our power to 
remedy some of the defects of this very 
defective measure. It has now been 
rejected by the other House on the 
ground that it is an infringement of their 
privileges. On this point, as I said in 
moving the Amendment, I cannot express 
an opinion of any value. I wish, however, 
to say that I think the proposal on its 
own merits was worthy of a greater 


amount of consideration than it appears | 


to have received,if only for the reason that 
it represented the views of some who have 


° . . . | 
given a lifelong study to this important | 


The Earl of Crewe. 


{LORDS} 





Pensions Bill. 


1912 


question, and who can speak on it with 
far greater authority than myself. The 
noble Viscount in charge of this Bill, 
| though he dwelt at some little length upon 
| the question of privilege, dismissed the 
| Amendment on its own merits in a very 
few sentences. If I rightly understood 
his argument, it was two-fold. In the 
| first place, he said that without any such 
| provision as | proposed to include in the 
| Bill Parliament could always alter the 
| law which they are now passing. Of this, 
| of course, I am fully aware, but I thought 
at the time, and I still think, that it 
| would be far more difficult for Parliament 
| to modify in any way engagements which 
| will now be taken if a distinct promise is 
| given for all time to the numerous classes 








time-limit were imposed on the promise. 
I wished, therefore, to limit the operation 
of the Bill so that it might eventually be 
modified without any appayent breach of 
faith. Ido not mean to say there may not 
| have been some objections to the adopt- 
| tion of this course, but I still think that 
| the point was well worthy of considera- 
tion. 


: who will be affected by this Bill thanif a 
| 


The second objection taken by the 
noble Viscount was that it s not 
generally desirable to have time limits 
for the operation of an Act of Parlia- 
ment. The noble Viscount naturally 
speaks on a point of this sort with a 
greater amount of authority than I 
/can command, but I venture to point 
out that the analogy which he en- 
deavoured to make with the Ballot Bill 
| hardly holds good. In that 
| conceive that those who were in favour 
‘of the ballot wished the measure to form 
| part of the permanent law of the country 
| —as it has, in fact, become. In this 
|case, however, the authors of the Bill 
\itself recognise that it is a temporary 
/and provisional measure, and it must 
| undergo alteration. My object was to 
| fix a time before which it would be 
| incumbent on Parliament to make those 
alterations. Having said this much, 
I wish to add that it is clearly not desir- 
| able to raise an important constitutional 
| question on an issue of this nature. | 
_ have little doubt, therefore, that the 
| majority of your Lordships will consider 
that it will not be desirable to insist 
upon the Amendment. 
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do not in any degree regret the dis- 
cussions that have taken place in this 
House on the Bill which is now about 
to become law. Neither do I regret the 
attempts which have been made to im- 
prove a measure which, although it 
aims at objects with which all of us must 
sympathise, is, in my opinion, one of 
the most ill-considered which has ever 
been brought before Parliament. I think 
those of your Lordships who have 
listened to the debates which have 
recently taken place in this House will 
agree with me in holding that the very 
cogent arguments which were advanced 
in this House against the Bill, more 
especially the financial arguments, did 
not receive any adequate answers. I 
will not, however, dwell on this point 
any more. Time can alone show who 
has been mght in this 
and [ am much mistaken if the 
future does not prove that we in 
this House, who have, at all events, 
endeavoured to look the real facts of 
the case in the face, have been wiser 
in Our generation than those who, in 
order to gain a fleeting popularity, 
have, as it appears to me, deliberately 
sacrificed the future for the present. 


*THe CHANCELLOR or tHe DUCHY 
(Viscount WoLVERHAMPTON) : My Lords, 
I should like to make one observation in 
order to remove from the noble Earl’s 
mind any idea that there has been dis- 
respect shown to him in this matter by an 
absence of discussion. I may say, for 
his and for your Lordships’ information, 
that the moment this Amendment was 
read in the House of Commons Mr. 
Speaker interposed and told the House 
that, in his opinion, it would be a viola- 
tion of the privileges of that House. 
Therefore, no debate took place; the 
House resolved to follow the Speaker’s 
advice, and declined to assent to the 
Amendment, 


THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, it may be convenient that I 
should offer in connection with the 
Amendment of my noble friend the few 
observations which I desire to make 
as to the position in which this House is 
placed. We now know that virtually 
the whole of our Amendments have been 
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rejected in another place, with the 
exception of some of a quite insignificant 
character, and we know that that rejection 
has been entirely on what I would cail the 
technical ground that they are an in- 
fringement of the House of Commons’ 
privilege. We have a great admiration 
for the manner in which the noble Earl 
opposite leads this House. I hope he will 
forgive me for saying that my admiration 
would be greater still if I felt that in 
regard to this question of privilege the 
House of Lords had in him a rather more 
courageous champion. 


The Government of which the noble 
Earl is a Member have been induced to 
accept what I venture to call the most 
extreme interpretation of the doctrine of 
privilege. Amendments have been re- 
jected, not upon their merits—they have 
been rejected in spite of the fact that their 
merits are in some cases incontestable, 
and that they helped to carry out the 
objects of the framers of the Bill—but 
merely on this one alleged ground that the 
Bill before us is @ money Bill, and that, 
therefore, this House has not the right to 
touch a line or a letter of it. I venture to 
maintain that in the strict sense of the 
word this Bill is not a money Bill. — It 
has not the form, it has not the substance 
of what in strict parlance can be described 
as a money Bill. It is a Bill which intro- 
duces new principles for the relief of 
necessitous persons, and that is a subject 
in which this House has always taken an 
interest, and with which it has been free 
to deal on many previous occasions. 


We conceived that it was our duty to 
discuss as thoroughly as we could in the 
short limits of time allowed us the details 
of the measure, and to make suggestions 
for its improvement wherever we con- 
sidered that such suggestions could be 
usefully made, and for that reason we 
disregarded the advice given to us by a 
very distinguisheil Member of this House, 
Lord Rosebery, who recommended us to 
absolve ourselves of all responsibility for 
the Bill, and not to attempt to approach 
the task of amending it. I think I am 
not wrong in saying that our feeling that it 
was our duty not to follow that advice 
was in a considerable measure due to the 
fact that we knew from the language of 
His Majesty’s Government that it was 
their intention to stifle discussion of 
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details by an attempt to shelter them- 
selves behind the privilege of the House of 
Commons. 


Privilege has never been asserted in 
so aggressive a form as it has been in 
connection with this Bill. I will tell 
your Lordships why. Whenever the 
question of privilege arises there are two 
entirely distinct points. In the first 
place, is the House of Lords’ Amendment 
or is It not an infringement of privilege ? 
and, secondly, if it is an infringement, 
is it the desire of the House of Commons 
to insist upon its privilege to the utmost 
extremity / The first point is, I believe, 
usually determined by the authority 
of the Speaker. The other point is one 
that on the advice of the Government of 
the day has very often been decided on 
thesideofthisHouse. There is this great 
difficulty, that nowhere is there anything 
like a clear and authoritative description 
of what is and what is not the privilege 
of the House of Commons. There is no 
statute dealing with it. There is no 
written constitution to which we can 
appeal. There is no compact even 
between the two Houses. It is an 
attempt on the part of one House to 
limit the opportunities of the other. 


That claim has been made sometimes 
in a moderate and sometimes in a very 
extreme form, but I take it that the 
most extreme form in which that doctrine 
can be put is that which is to be found 
in the famous Resolutions of 1671 and 


1678, to which the noble Lord in charge | 


of the Bill appealed the other evening, 
when he was good enough to reply to 
me. He regarded these Resolutions as 
a weapon absolutely sufficient for the 
purpose of demolishing the argument 
which I had submitted to the House. 
I should like to say, in passing, that 
the noble Earl, when he dealt with some 
remarks which I had made, rather 
gently ridiculed my argument upon the 
ground that I was basing myself upen 
somewhat antiquated precedents, because 
I had quoted the authority of two 
Speakers of the House of Commons and 
of Lord John Russell in the years 1837 
and, I think, 1848. Well, the privilege 
Resolution is very much more antiquated 
than either of those deliverances, and if 
one was able to argue a case of that 
kind upon scientific grounds, I should 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


{LORDS} 


Pensions Bill. 1916 


be very much inclined to maintain that 
it did not by any means follow that, 
because certain rules were suitable for 
regulating the relations of the two 
Houses in the seventeenth century, the 
same rules were equally applicable in 
the twentieth century, but I am _ not 
going to enter into a dissertation of that 
kind this evening. 


But I am going to take, as the noble 
Viscount in charge of the Bill took, the 
seventeenth-century Resolutions as the 
bed-rock, as to speak, of this controversy, 
and I want the House to consider what 
issaidinthem. This is what the Resolu- 
tion of 1671 says— 

‘The House resolves that in all aids given 
to the King by the Commons, the rate or tax 
ought not to be altered by the Lords.” 

And then in 1678 they resolved— 

* That all aids and supplies and aids to His 
Majesty in Parliament are the sole gift of the 
Commons, and all Bills for the granting of any 
such aids and supplies ought to begin with the 
Commons; and that it is the undoubted and 
sole right of the Commons to direct, limit, and 
appoint in such Bills ’— 
that is, Bills granting aids and supplies— 
* The ends, purposes, considerations, conditions, 
limitations, and qualifications of such grants, 
which ought not to be changed or altered by 
the House of Lords.” 

That is the authority on which the 
noble Viscount relies. Even if we accept 
that Resolution as a conclusive authority, 
I venture to suggest to the House that 
this Bill is not a Bill granting aids and 
supplies to His Majesty. It is not a 
fiscal Bill in the strict sense of the word 
at all. Itis not a Bill imposing taxation. 
I rather wish it was. If we were told 
something in this Bill about the taxatim 
which it involves we should be wiser 
men thar we are at present. All that 
this Bill does is to affirm that persons 
of a certain age are henceforth to have 
a right to a certain pension and to lav 
down the conditions under which that 
pension is to be receivable. 


Again I am going to appeal to the 
noble Lord in charge of the Bill. The 
noble Lord in charge of the Bill himself 
moved Amendments doing what we are 
told we had no right to do—that is, 
varying the charges which may hence- 
forth arise in consequence of this Bill 
becoming law. Does the noble Viscount 
remember that in the second clause he 
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moved an Amendment altering the 
conditions as to residence? Well, ob- 
viously, that was an alteration which 
could not help making a difference in the 
charge which would result from the 
passing of this Bill. He moved the 
Amendment, but it is quite true that 
later in the discussion he gracefully gave 
way upon the point and allowed some- 
body else’s Amendment to be passed. 
I cannot help thinking that I detected 
a moment when the noble Viscount saw 
that he was skating on very thin ice, and 
he gracefully abdicated the duty he had 
undertaken for that reason. But he had 
another Amendment—an Amendment 
varying the term of the imprisonment 
which might in certain cases be a dis- 
qualification for the receipt of a pension. 
Was not that to vary the charge ? 
Unless I am very much mistaken the 
Amendment which we afterwards in- 
serted to deal with that point has been 
rejected in the House of Commors on 
the very ground that it is inconsistent 
with the privilege of the House. 

Then throughout the discussion the 
noble Viscount accepted two or three 
Amendments from us even suggesting 
alternative words to improve their lan- 
He gave us no idea that those 
minor Amendments, at any rate, were an 
infringement of the privilege of the 
House of Commons. But whatever 
might have been the feeling of the noble 
Viscount upon that point, other counsels 
have apparently prevailed elsewhere, 
and what I wish respectfully to point out 
to the House is this, that if this new 
doctrine, for it really is a new and ex- 
tended interpretation of the doctrine of 
privilege, is to prevail, this House had 
no right to discuss and amend the Terri- 
torial Forces Act of last year. It will 
have no right to discuss Bills dealing 
with edueation, Bills dealing with the 
Civil Service, or any of those numerous 
Bills which come to us in these davs 
dealing with what we speak of as social 
questions, all of which involve charges 
on the Exchequer. 


guage, 


I come now to the Amendment of 
my noble friend. My noble friend's 
Amendment, if it had any effect, would 
certainly have had the effect of diminish- 
ing and not increasing the charge upon 
the country, but I pass that by. My 


{31 JuLy 1908} 


Pensions Bill. 1918 


noble friend certainly did not desire 
to interfere with the grants of aids or 
supplies to the Sovereign. What my 
noble friend desired to do was simply 
this. His Majesty’s Government had 
proclaimed that their Bill was, in a 
sense, a transitional Bill. They told 
us that they were quite aware that 
a Royal Commission was dealing with 
the whole question of the Poor Law, 
and they reserved to themselves the 
right of amending their Act when that 
Commission should have reported. They 
actually put into the Bill themselves 
words under which the disqualification, 
owing to receipt of poor relief, was to 
come to an end in the year 1910, because 
they said it was their intention to review 
the whole system of this pension on 
the one hand and poor relief on the other 
before that date. My noble friend really 
only desired to do rather more thoroughly 
what His Majesty’s Government them- 
selves desired to do. There was no 
spirit of hostility in his Amendment, 
no attempt to wreck the Bill, and, I 
venture to think, it was a most helpful 
and reasonable proposal, coming to us 
as it did with a very considerable backing 
from those most important bodies whom 
we have not sufficiently taken into 
account—l mean the great friendly 
societies, 

And let us not forget that my noble 
friend’s Amendment was careful to 
save the rights of all existing pensioners, 
so that it would be nonsense to say 
that, if that Amendment had found 
a place in the Bill any single human 
being weuld have heen robbed of the 
pension which hex accrued to him. 
I supported my noble friend, taking 
the Government at its word, and desiring 
by voting for this Amendment to record 
my protest against the precipitation 
with which this important subject has 
been dealt with. But you have learnt 
from my noble friend that he does not 
desire to press this mattei to the bitter 
end, and that he proposes uot to insist 
on the Amendment. Therefore, so far 
as that particular question is concerned, 
I consider that the controversy is at an 
end. But I wish to add this. I do 
not think it is possible for your Lord- 
ships to accept without demur the line 
which has been taken by His Majesty’s 
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Government in regard ,to the application 
of the doctrine of House of Commons’ 
privilege. I think your. Lordships will 
recollect that, upon another occasion 
of this kind, the late Lord Salisbury 
proposed to the House and carried a 
Resolution accepting certain 
ments made by the House of Commons, 


but making it clear that, if the House {I mean the latter. 


did not insist upon its Amendments 
it did not on the other hand accept 
the view taken by the House of Commons. 
And I propose at the close of this dis- | 
cussion to ask your Lordships to accept | 
a Resolution in which we shall place | 
the view which we hold to-day upon | 
record. It is very short, and I venture 
to read it to the House. I propose | 
that the House resolve— 


“ That this House, although not insisting upon | 
its Amendments to the Old-Age Pensions Bill, | 
does not accept the Reasons offered by the | 
House of Commons or consent that the said | 
Reasons should hereafter be drawn into a pre- 
cedent. The Bill is, inthe opinion of this House, | 
not one for the grant of aids and supplies to His | 
Majesty in Parliament, and involves questions of 
policy affecting the treatment of necessitous 
persons, in which both Houses are concerned, 
and with which this House has in the past 
been accustomed to deal.” 


I propose at. the proper moment, with 
your Lordships’ permission to offer that 
Resolution to the House. 


{LORDS} 


Amend. | 


| merits of the case ; 





Pensions Bill. 


| case the Prime Minister should rise 
‘and say that in his opinion it is not 
|a breach of privilege, or does he merely 
/mean that in consideration of the sub- 
| stance of the Amendment the House 
|should be asked to waive its privilege ? 


1920 


THE Maravess oF LANSDOWNE: 
This has been done 
again and again. The Speaker has 
tuled that such an Amendment 
raise the question of privilege, and, there- 
upon, the Minister has said that in his 
view the Amendment was within the 
scope and intention of the Bill and was 
a reasonable one, and has moved that 


does 


'the House do not insist on its privilege. 


*Tue Eart or CREWE: Exactly, my 
Lords. That may be done, but it is not 
likely to be done by those who are in a 
position to prevent its being. done on the 
and, if that is done, 
it by no means alters vour Lordship’s 
grievance, if grievance there be. lhe 
grievance of the noble Marquess is not 
against us, but against the authorities 
of the House of Commons, who put a cer- 
tain interpretation upon this question 
of privilege. It is not reasonable to place 
that particular responsibility on us on this 
bench or on my right hon. friends who sit 


' on the Government bench in another place. 


*THE Eart or CREWE: My Lords, 
Tam very grateful to the noble Marquess 
for the kindly terms in which he referred 
to myself, but, on the other hand, I am 
not quite clear as to the actual nature 
of the complaint which he makes against 
me as the Leader of the House. What 
has happened to the Amendments of 
this House is this. They have gone 
down to another place and some have 
been accepted by the House of Commons 
and others have been refused. Of those 
that have been refused, only four have 
been refused on the ground of privilege. 
The remainder have been refused for 
other reasons, which will be read as 
the Amendments come before us. As 
to this question of privilege, I am not | 
quite clear what the noble Marquess 
thinks we ought to have done. When 
an Amendment goes down to the House 
of Commons and appears to Mr. Speaker | 
to be a breach of privilege, he rises and | 
states his opinion to that effect. Does | 
the noble Marquess mean that in that | 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


|certain Amendments; but 


When vou come to the question whether 
privilege ought or ought not to be waived 
in a particular instance, then vou come 
to the merits of the special Amendment 
and the views of the Government of 
the day. It may be desirable under cer- 
tain circumstances in order to carry out 
a compromise between the two parties, 
or from a general desire to live at peace 
with all the world, to waive privilege on 
that deals 
purely with the substance of the Amend- 
ments and their political effect, and has 
no bearing whatever on the question of 
privilege. 


The noble Marquess says that this is not 


}a case in which privilege ought to be 


brought into play at all, because no money 
is voted. {Is that seriously maintained 
by noble Lords opposite / That position 
has never yet been taken up in this House. 
If that were so, all the provisions dealing 
with money in any Bill except the Finance 
Bill and the Appropriation Bill might be 
dealt with in any way by your Lordships, 
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and that is a claim that, so far as I know, | not actually voted in that Bill. 


has never been taken up in this House. 
The mere fact that it is stated in a Bill 
of this kind that certain charges will 
be paid out of the monies provided by 
Parliament surely does not prevent the 
rule, if rule it be, or the claim of the House 
of Commons from operating in cases of this 
kind ¢ If it were so, it would be open 
to vour Lordships to deal in any way with 


the finance, not merely of this Bill, but of | 


auy Other Bill that deals wita money, and | 


that is a pretension which, so far as [am | 
aware, no one has ever attempted to make | 


on behalf of this House. 


it is perfectly possible that the House of | 


Commons may in some cases put a some- 
what strained interpretation on its privi- 
lege. I remember a case which occurred 
in 1906 on the Irish Labourers Act, when an 
Amendment was sent down by your Lord - 
ships which it certainly never occurred 
to anv of us in this House was a breach of 
privilege. Mr. Speaker said on that 
occasion that in his opinion the Amend - 
ment was an infringement of the privi- 
leges of the House of Commons, as it would 
enable an arbitrator to add an additional 
sum for compulsory purchase of land which 
would involve an increase of the rates, 
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and that this was not within the com- | 


petence of the House of Lords. That was, 
no doubt, carrying the doctrine of privilege 
very far, infinitely further than it is 
carried by the action of the other House 
with regard to any of the Amendments 
on this Bill, and in that case the noble 
Marquess (lid make a protest to the effect 
that this House— 


* Though not insisting on the Amendment 
to which the Commons have disagreed maintains 
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That is 
a proposition to which we cannot possibly 
assent. 


Pensions Bill. 


THe Marevess or SALISBURY: 
My Lords, the noble Earl has made a 
distinction between a money Bill properly 
so-called, and such a Bill as that under 
consideration, because that distinction 
appears on the face of the Resolution 
of the seventeenth century upon which 
the Government rely as justifying the 
privilege of the House of Commons. 
No one who reads that Resolution care- 
fully can doubt that the House of Com- 
mons who were responsible for passing the 
Resolution had what we know as the 
Finance Bill and the Appropriation Bill 
specifically in their mind. These Bills 
are preceded by a_ formal preamble 
which differentiates them from any other 
kind of Bill passed through Parliament. 
In that preamble the Commons definitely 
assert that it is on their initiative and 
their action that the aids and supplies 
are given to the Crown. You find the 
same phrases used in the Resolution of 
the seventeenth century, and it is quite 
obvious that what the Commons of that 
day intended was that the right of taxation 
and the right of supply rested with the 
Commons, and that those Bills could not 
be amended by the Lords. The distine- 


tion is a very rational one, because 


| whatever Amendment your Lordships had 


its right to legislate with regard to the prin- | 
ciples of valuation upon which property may be | 
| House of Commons to rely upon its 


taken for public purposes.” 

That was a comparatively harmless pre- 
But when we come to the 
Resolution which the noble Marquess 
has announced his intention of moving 


tension. 


introduced into such a Bill as we are 
now considering would not have affected 
the taxation of the country or the supplies 
oranted to the King. Those matters 
depend upon other Acts of Parliament, 
which have to be passed in their turn. 
When those Bills came to be proposed, 
it would then be fully justifiable for the 


privileges and to those privileges we 


' should, of course, pay—— 


at the close of the discussion on this Bill, | 


! am bound to tell him at once that we 
cannot possibly concur with it, because 
it involves the proposition to which I 
have just called attention as being an 
impossible one for this House to sustain 
namely, that this House has a right 
to alter in any way the charges contained 
in any Bill that comes before your Lord- 


sips’ House, provided that money is | 


*THe Eartor CREWE: I[ am sorry to 
interrupt the noble Marquess, but I am 
extremely anxious to understand how 
far his argument goes. Would he hold 
that it was in the competence of this 
House to say that a pension, instead of 


| being 5s. a week, should be £1 a week # 


THe Marevuess or SALISBURY : 
The noble Earl asks me to define at this 
moment exactly how far the privileges 
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of the House of Commons go. I should | House did waive its privilege, and Mr. 
not presume to do such a thing. But | Speaker thereupon said— 

the Commons have to-day rejected “ Yes, constantly every session.” 


Amendments on the score of privilege | 
which goes far beyond anything that your 
Lordships could have contemplated. For 
instance, one Amendment has _ been 
rejected which merely changes the author- 
ity to administer the Act from the County 
Council of London to the borough councils, 
and that is held to be a breach of the 
privilege of the other House. A doctrine 
of that kind, if it were admitted, would 
prevent your Lordships from dealing 
with any Bill involving machinery under 
which Imperial grants are made. 


*THe Eart or CREWE: I am ex- 
tremely sorry again to interrupt the 
noble Marquess. But is the argument 
of the noble Marquess that this House 
can amend in any way it pleases any Bill 
in which money is not actually voted ? 


THe Marquess or SALISBURY: I 
do not see why I should be compelled 
to say that we can amend any Bill in 
any way we like, but I do say that we 
can amend one in the way we have 
amended the present Bill. That was a 
perfectly legitimate proceeding on the 
part of this House. The noble Earl, in 
the earlier part of his speech, said our 
quarrel ought to be with the authorities 
f the other House and not with His 
Majesty’s Government. 


*THE EarL or CREWE: I said that the 
Government did not move that the 
House of Commons should, on the merits, 
waive its privilege. 


THe Marquess or SALISBURY: No, 
they certainly did not. They relied on 
privilege, and nothing but privilege. 
Whenever Mr. Speaker said that a 
particular Amendment was a breach of 
privilege, the Government offered no 
reason on the merits, but moved at once 
that the Lords’ Amendment should be 
disagreed with. Does the noble Earl 
think that Mr. Speaker thought they 
ought to have taken that course, because, 
if so, he is under a complete misappre- 
hension, for in one instance it occurred 
to a Member of the House of Commons 
to ask whether it was not known that the 


The Marquess of Salisbury, 


After that observation the Government 
did offer some reasons, and very bad 
reasons they were, for disagreeing with 
the Amendments of your Lordships. 
What appears to be the fact is that it 
was not the authorities of the House, 
who merely deal with dry technicalities, 
but the responsible Leaders of the House of 
Commons, who relied upon privilege to 
reject Amendments which they themselves 
did not dare to say were not reasonable. 
In one case, rather than do justice to the 
people, they relied on the privilege of the 
House of Commons. 


THE LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LoREBURN): The Motion is that the 
House do not insist on the said Amend- 
ments to which the Commons have dis- 
agreed. 


On Questicn, Motion agreed to. 


THe CLERK or tHe PARLIAMENTS: 
The Commons disagree to the Amend- 
ment made by the Lords in page 1, line 
21, viz.— 

“ At end to insert the words ‘as verified 
wherever practicable by certificates of birth o1 
baptism or in the absence of such certificates by 
Census Returns or other official documents, ci 
where no such certificates or documents 
attainable in such other manner as may seem 
sufficient to the pension authorities.’ ” 


They disagree for the following reason : 
Because so far as the matter is not capable 
of being dealt with by regulations the 
Commons consider the Lords’ Amend- 
ment puts technical difficulties in the 
way of obtaining pensions which the 


Commons consider are unnecessary. 


Moved, ‘‘ That the House do not insist 
on the said Amendment to which the 


Commons have disagreed.”—(Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 


Viscount MIDLETON : My Lords, as 
I had the honour of moving this Amend- 
ment, which was accepted by your Lord- 
ships without a division, I would re- 
spectfully ask that we might be told 
from the Front Bench opposite what 
were the grounds, beyond the mere dry 
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technical statement, on which the Govern- | House of Lords were displayed by the 


ment rejected this Amendment. The 


' 


sole object we had in view was that there | 


should be some means of verifying the 


age of the applicants for these pensions. | 


In the absence of such a provision the 
system will be open to fraud, and frequent 
losses must occur. The reason sent up 
by the House of Commons for disagreeing 
to this Amendment is that they consider 
that our Amendment puts technical 
difficulties in the way of obtaining pen- 
sions which they consider are unnecessary. 
The intention of the Amendment was to 
make it incumbent upon the applicant 
to prove his right to a pension by means 
of some document, and I feel that the 
refusal of this Amendment, resting in 
no degree upon the question of privilege, 
proves most unmistakedly that in this 
matter the Leaders of the Government in 
the House of Commons have been more 
anxious to inflict a rebuff upon your 
Lordships’ House than to safeguard the 
public purse against fraud. 


*Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON: My 


Lords, I must express my strong dissent 


from the last statement of the noble 
Viscount, which has no foundation 
whatever. As he has properly said, 


no question of privilege was raised on 
this Amendment. The Amendment was 
fully discussed upon its merits in the other 
House, where the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in a forceful and intelligent 
speech, stated to the House what were 
the objections to the noble Viscount’s 
Amendment and showed how 
the requirement would be in many cases, 
and how hard it would be to put poor 
people well known to be seventy vears 
of age to the expense of providing them- 
with birth certificates. There 
Was no attempt whatever to inflict a 
rebuff upon your Lordships’ House. 
The House was at first apparently in 
favour of defining the matter more fully 
in the Bill, but became convinced that 
it would be very unwise to do so. The 
House thought it would be very much 
better to leave the subject of this Amend- 
ment to be dealt with in the regulations. 
Those regulations, as the Prime Minister 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
informed the House, are all but complete. 
[ can assure the noble Viscount that no 
party feeling and no temper against the 


onerous 


selves 


other House. 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


THE CLERK or tHE PARLIAMENTS: 
The Commons disagree to the Amend- 
ment made by the Lords in page 2, line 7, 
the Amendment being to leave out the 
words— 

‘The thirty-first day of December, nineteen 

hundred and ten.” 
They disagree for the following reason: 
Because the effect of the Amendment 
would be to vary the period of disqualifica- 
tion for a pension. The Commons con- 
sider it unnecessary to offer any further 
reason, hoping this reason may be 
deemed sufficient. 


Moved, ‘“ That the House do not insist 
on the said Amendment to which the 
Commons have disagreed.”’—( Viscount 
Wolverham pton.) 


*ViscounrSt. ALDWYN: AsI moved 
this Amendment, perhaps I may say a 
wordupon it. My object in proposing it 
was to ascertain what the intent 
of the House of Commons in framing the 
Bill in the form in which it came before 
your Lordships. Words were inserted in 
the clause on Report which appeared 
to me to lead to the result that, purely by 
inadvertence, the House of Commons 
might impose at the date named a large 
additional burden on the country without 
having meant todoso. If I rightly under- 
stand the matter, the question of privilege 
has been raised. In other words, that 
means that it was the intention of the 
House of no legislation 
with regard to Poor Law reform took 
place before 31st December, 1910, that 


was 


Commons, if 


this additional burden should be laid 
on the country. If that be so, it 
would not be for me to contest the 


question of privilege, even if I could do 
so; and I am bound frankly to say that if 
I had thought that that was the intention 
I should not have pressed the Amend- 
ment. But it was not resisted by the 
noble Viscount on this ground at all. 
He resisted it because he said the House 
of Commons wished to bind the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to a pledge which he 
had given that legislation with regard to 
the Poor Law should be the first thing 
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taken up by the Government next year, | Commons have disagreed.”’—( Viscount 
so that it could pass into law before the | Wolverhampton.) 


end of the following year. I should have 
been quite content to have accepted the 


pledge of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


without making it the subject of a statu- 
tory enactment. But the 


House of | 


Commons knows the Chancellor of the | 


Exchequer better than I do, and, as they 
have thought otherwise, I do not wish to 
insist on the Amendment. 


Viscount WOLVERHAMPTON: 
This was an Amendment which the 
Speaker himself ruled out on the ground 
that it was a privilege Amendment. | 
plead guilty to having given a totally 
different reason to the noble Viscount 
opposite. 


On Question, Motion agreed to 


THe CLERK or tHE PARLIAMENTS : 
The Commons disagree to the Amend- 
ment made by the Lords in page 2, lines 
34 and 35, viz.— 

* To leave out the words * up to attaining,’ 
and to insert the words * immediately preceding 
his attainment of.’ ” 

For the following reason: Because 
the object aimed at can be met by regula- 
tions under the Bill. 


Moved, * That the House do not insist 
on the said Amendment to which the 
Commons have disagreed.’”—( Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


THE CLERK or tHE PARLIAMENTS : 
The Commons disagree to the Amend- 
ment made by the Lords in page 3, line 
l7—vizj, 

* After the word ‘ and,’ to insert the words 
‘if the term of imprisonment to which he is 
sentenced exceeds one month he shall be 
disqualitied’ "— , 
for the following; reason :y% Because the 
Amendment reduces the number of persons 
disqualified by the Bill, and may, there- 
fore, increase the charge. The Commons 
consider it unnecessary to offer any 
further reason, hoping the above reason 
may be deemed sufficient. 


Moved, ** That the House do not insist 
on the said Amendment to which the 


Viscount St, Aldwyn 


*THe Eart or CAMPERDOWN: I 
understand that this Amendment is 
regarded by the House of Commons as 
a breach of privilege. The noble Earl 
the Leader of the House put a question 
just now to Lord Salisbury, so perhaps 
he will pardon me if I put a question to 
him. Does the noble Earl consider this 
Amendment a breach of the privilege of 
the House of Commons ? 


*THe EarL oF CREWE: I confess I 
have no opinion whatever on the subject. 


THE Eart or CAMPERDOWN: If 
the noble Earl is in that f: licitous siate 
of ignorance, the noble Viscount (Lord 
Wolverhampton) who sits next to him 
can ha dly claim to share it, because he 
himself put down this very Amendment. 
I am sure, after all the specches with 
regard to the limitation of the liberties 
of this House with which this matter 
was preceded, that the nobles Vis ount 
had fully considered anything which 
could be held to be a breach of privilege, 
and it is extremely difficult to conceive 
any Government, especially the present 
Government, infringing the privileges 
of the House of Commons. As the Bill 
stood before the Amendment adopted 
by your Lordships, a person who had 
been imprisoned for one or two days 
would be disqualified for ten years alter 
his release. Your Lordships said, with 
the entire approval of noble Lords 
opposite, and | think with recson, that 
you thought that would be rather hard, 
and that such a disqualification ought 
not to be inflicted upon a man unless he 
had committed an offence by which 
he incurred at least a month’s imprison- 
ment. That was the extent of the 
breach of privilege which was committed. 
I think that, had it been put to Mr. 
Speaker in the other House, he would 
have described it by the remaik which 
he made in regard to a_ subsequent 
Amendment as “ privilege gone mad.” 
I think this Amendment is a cousin 
four or five times removed 0 a breach 
of privilege. Th:t is as near as you 
can bring it. The noble Viscount was 
certainly of opinion that it wasanot a 
breach of} privilege, or he would not 
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have proposed it. I venture to 


say 


there is no one in this House who will | 


get up and assert that this is in any 


tangible sense a breach of privilege. | 


If the Government insist upon dis- 
qualifying a man because he was im- 
prisoned for a few days for a trivial 
offence, then there will be a large number 
of persons disqualified. Perhaps the 
Government hope in this way to find 
some of the money which they need for 
public charges. But to call the Amend- 
ment a breach of privilege is something 
approaching nonsense. 


Lorp ATKINSON: My Lords, I 
should like to call attention to some of 
the awkward consequences that will 
follow from the enforcement of this 
principle. I observe that several of 
your Lordships’ Amendments which have 
been read by the Clerk at the Table are 
objected to on two grounds—first, that 
they are a breach of privilege in that 
they affect moneys voted by the House 
of Commons; and, secondly, that the 
matter can be done by regulations. 
But, if that be so, the regulations must 
be an infringement of the privilege of 
the House of Commons. If your Lord- 
ships are not to be permitted to interfere 
in any way in these matters, it is rather 
hard that Treasury clerks should be 
permitted to do so, because that is the 
necessary consequence. Then there is 
the contention that your Lordships need 
have no hesitation in leaving these 
matters to be dealt with by regulation, 
because the regulations will be laid on 
the Table of both Houses. But the 
claim of privilege will be quite as applic- 
able if your Lordships attempt to 
interfere with the regulations. If ever 
there was an instance of the privileges 
of the House of Commons being brought 
to absurdity it is afforded by the re- 
jection of this Amendment. If it were 


by your Lordships’ House which might, 


however indirectly and inconsequentially, | 
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in the matter. I agree with every word 
which the noble Earl opposite said in 


regard to this Amendment. We all 
have our individual opinions. This 


Amendment, however, was objected to 
by the Commons, not on the ground 
of privilege but on its merits. As the 
noble Earl appealed to me on the point, 
I should like to say that I have not 
changed my mind in the matter. 


THe Marquess or SALISBURY: I 
am quite sure the noble Viscount says 
what he thinks to be accurate. He is 
quite incapable of saying anything else ; 
but he is labouring under a complete 
misapprehension. This Amendment was 
not rejected by the House of Commons 
because the Commons disagreed with it. 
On the contrary, the Government ad- 
mitted that the Amendment inserted by 
your Lordships’ House remedied an 
obvious injustice. It was rejected by 
the Prime Minister entirely on the 
ground of privilege and on the ground 
of privilege alone; and because of this 
technicality, which was not supported 
by the Speaker when appealed to, for 
he said that the House did constantly 
waive its privilege in such cases, any 
unfortunate man who is put into prison 
for a few days is to be deprived of his 
pension for ten years. This is the kind 
of policy which the Government think 
will be approved of by the people. I 
am certain there is nobody in the House 
of Commons or in your Lordships’ House 
or in the country who does not think 
that this Amendment ought to be in- 
serted ; yet it is rejected simply on the 
ground of privilege. 


Lorp ASHBOURNE : It is quite clear 
that, if your Lordships’ Amendment is 
not insisted upon, the Bill passes to be 
interpreted exactly on its own words, 


| which are that if a man is sentenced to 
to be held that any Amendment made | 


lead to an increase in the public charge | 
was a breach of the privileges of the | 


Commons, then no Amendment could | 
be made by your Lordships in any con- | 
| There can be no doubt as to the reason 


ceivable Bill that came to this House. 


*Viscounr WOLVERHAMPTON: My | 
Lords, I should like to explain my position | 


the shortest period of imprisonment he 
will be deprived of his pension for ten 
vears. Regulations cannot be brought 
in to give a different meaning to this 
provision. 

THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE: 
why this Amendment was rejected. The 
reason given by the Commons is that the 
Amendment would reduce the number of 
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persons disqualified by the Bill, and 
might, therefore, increase the charge. 
The Amendment is rejected on pure, 
narrow, technical grounds that have no 
relation whatever to its merits, which we 
know go entirely the other way. 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


THE CLERK or THE PARLIAMENTS: 
The Commons disagree to the Amend- 
ment made by the Lords in page 4, line 2 
—Vviz. : 

‘“* After the word ‘him,’ to insert the words 
‘as to produce the largest income that can 
be reasonably obtained from it’ ”’—. ; 
for the reason that it would apply tests 
of means which would be more stringent 
than those in the Bill and very difficult 
to administer. 


Moved, ‘* That the House do not insist 
on the said Amendment to which the 
Commons have disagreed.” —-(Viscount 
Wolverhampton.) 


Viscount 8ST. ALDWYN: In moving 
this Amendment I called the attention of 
your Lordships to what must be admitted 
even now to be a blot in the Bill. As the 
Bill stands, without the Amendment, it 
will be possible for two persons, husband 
and wife, having each £1,200 invested in 
Consols, to obtain a pension of Ls. a week, 
and the object of my Amendment was to 
secure that a claimant of a pension who 
possessed property should prove that he 
made the most of that property before 
he could establish his right to a pension. 
The House of Commons have rejected the 
Amendment on the ground that it would 
apply tests of means which would be more 
stringent than those in the Bill and very 
difficult to administer. If it be the 
intention of the House of Commons that 
persons having property of the amount to 
which I have alluded should obtain pen- 
sions from the taxpayers under this Bill, 
I have nothing further to say. I have 
done my best to prevent what I consider 
would be a great waste of public money, 
and I will take no further action in the 
matter. 

On Question, Motion agreed to. 

THE CLERK or tHE PARLIAMENTS : 
The Commons, while agreeing to the 
Amendment made by the Lords to insert, 
after line 20, paragraph (d)—viz. : 

The Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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* In line 20, at end to insert the words‘ (d) If 
any person is aggrieved by the refusal or neglect 
of a local pension committee to consider a claim 
for a pension, or to determine any question 
referred to them, that person may apply in the 
prescribed manner to the central pension 
authority, and that authority may, if they 
considei that the local pension committee have 
refused or neglected to consider and determine 
the claim or question within a reasonable time, 
themselves consider and determine the claim 
or question in the same manner as on an 
appeal from the decision of the local pension 
committee ”’— 
disagree with the Amendment to insert 
paragraph (e) 
““(e) the expression ‘ party aggrieved’ shall 
include a member of the said committee 
who has taken part in the consideration of 
the report and has dissented from the decision.” 
They disagree for the following reason: 
Because they do not consider that a 
special appeal should be given in such 
a case. 


Moved, “That the House do not 
insist on that part of the said Amend- 
ment to which the €ommons _ have 
disagreed.” —(Viscount Wolverhampton.) 


Lorp ATKINSON: I moved this 
Amendment to prevent abuses; and I 
have not the slightest doubt that the 
Government will live to learn the gross 
abuse which the absence of this Amend- 
ment will give opportunity for. 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


THE CLERK or tHe PARLIAMENTS : 
The Commons disagree to the Amend- 
ments made by the Lords in page 5, 
line 30, and after line 40—viz. : 


“Tn line 30, at end to insert the words 
‘for the purposes of this subsection the ex- 
pression “ borough” includes a metropolitan 
borough and the city of London, and the 
expression “council of a borough” includes 
the council of a metropolitan borough, and as 
respects the City of London, the mayor, alder- 
men, and commons of the City of London in 
common council assembled.’ ” 


“In line 40, to insert as a new sub- 
section ‘(3) The Local Government Board 
may appoint any person or any persons not 
exceeding three in number to be a member or 
members of any local pensions committee, or of 
any sub-committee appointed by the latter, 
who shall, when appointed, have all the rights 
of ordinary members of such committees.’ ” 


They disagree for the following reason : 
Because these Amendments alter the 
constitution of the body appointed by 
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the House of Commons for carrying the ; They disagree because they consider 
Act into force. The Commons consider | this is not a matter which should properly 
it unnecessary to offer any further | be made a criminal offence. , 
reason, hoping the above reason may | 
be deemed sufficient. | Moved, ‘“ That the House do not 
| insist on the said Amendment to which the 
Moved, “That the House do not|Commons have disagreed.”—(Viscount 
insist on the said Amendments to which | Wolverhampton.) 
the Commons have disagreed.”—(Vis- 
count Wolverhampton.) Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN : This 
| was an Amendment which was accepted 
Lorp ATKINSON: As the mover | by the Government without any opposi- 
of these Amendments, I look upon the | tion at all; in fact, I think they were 
Commons reason as unanswerable, | 
because the reason given for their re- 
jection is no reason at all. 


| 


| of opinion that it was an improvement. 
| As the Bill originally stood, and as it 
| will stand if your Lordships do not insist 
| on your Amendment—and I do not 
| 
| 





Viscount MIDLETON : I understand 
that these Amendments are disagreed 
to on the ground of privilege. Here 
again is an instance of privilege run mad. | income or property in order to qualify 
Can any case be cited in which privilege | himself for an old-age pension will not 
has been pressed to this point ? In view | in any way be punishable, but will meet 
of the fact that it is the universal desire | with the success which his fraudulent 
of your Lordships that those who are to| conduct is held by the Government 
have the advantage of this Bill should | to deserve. 
not have that advantage delayed, I 
presume that this is not the time at | 
which your Lordships would wish to 

. : 2 ’ age ii 6 WE ca 0 INTS - 
take up this question of privilege. But | THE ( LERK or tHe PARLIAMENTS : 
in the most serious form I enter a protest |The Commons disagree with the Amend- 
against this absolutely unrivalled case of | Ment _ by the se to insert a 
interference with the rights and privileges | M@W Subsection after line 11, viz.— 
and duties of the House of Lords. The | (2) The pension officer may at _ any 
interpretation of privilege set up bv the time, without the matter having been referred 
( I : ld ; 1 ete” . I ee _ | to him, call upon and require a person in receipt 

ommons could be yrought Into every | of an old-age pension to establish that he has 
Bill which went down amended in any | not since the same was granted to him become 
way by your Lordships. If, in order | disqualified to receive it, and the pension 
not to yrevent this Bill being delaved officer shall inquire into the matter of the 
intil t} a lear b | pensioner’s disqualification and report on the 
until the autumn, your Lordships forbear | <,me to the pension committee, who shall 
to make any more formal protest than | receive, and, as far as applicable, act upon the 
has been suggested, it must not be taken | said Report as if it were a Report received 
that we in anv wav abandon our rights under the provisions of Section 7, subsection 
. P . . : | (c) of this Act. 
in this matter. 


| propose, in the circumstances, to ask 
you to do so—a person who directly 
|or indirectly deprives himself of any 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


| They cdlisagree for the following reasol. : 
| Because they consider that the subject 


0) st] ; a0ree : ‘ , 
n Question, Motion agreed to. of the Amendment is a matter for regu- 


lation. 
Tue CLERK or tHE PARLIAMENTS : 
The Commons disagree to the Amend- Moved, “That the House do not 
ment made by the Lords in page 6, | insist onthe said Amendment to which the 
line 9, viz.— Commons have disagreed.”—( Viscount 


“ After the word ‘representation,’ to insert | Wolverhampton.) 
the words ‘or if any person directly or 


indirectly deprives himself of any income On Question, Motion agreed to. 
or property in order to qualify himself for 
the receipt of an old-age pension, or for the Moved to resolve, “That this House, 


receipt of an old-age pension at a higher rate a tins He : 
than that to which he would otherwise be | although not sisting upon Its Amend- 


entitled under this Act.’ ” iments to the Old-Age Pensions Bill, 
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does not accept the Reasons offered | this kind in order to bring it within the 
by the House of Commons, or consent rule of the noble Marquess himself, 
that the said Reasons should hereafter The practice, it is said, has been that 
be drawn into a precedent. The Bill Bills of this kind should be treated 
is, in the opinion of this House, not separately from the funds, and then that 
one for the grant of aids and supplies | the Appropriation Bill should supply the 
to His Majesty in Parliament, and in-| actual grant of the funds. All I can say 
volves questions of policy affecting | is that this seems to me to be a new claim, 
the treatment of necessitous persons, in! that a Bill of this kind should be free 
which both Houses are concerned, and from any privilege of any sort or kind. 
with which this House has in the past | It is a new claim to say that there is no 
been accustomed to deal.”—(The Mar- | privilege of the Commons in a Bill of 
quess of Lansdowne.) this kind. Certainly that is not claimed 
by the noble Viscount Lord St. Aldwyn. 
| It was, however, claimed by the noble 
Marquess. I observed that the noble 
| Viscount did not support that claim. 
| He no doubt felt, as an old House of 
Commons man, that it would not have 
| been accepted for an instant by the other 
‘House. Neither side of the House, in 
any House of Commons in which I have 
had the honour to sit, would have listened 
| for a moment to a claim of that kind. 
speech of the noble Marquess the Z think it would be deplorable if a claim 
Leader of the Opposition, and in the} of this kind were put forward, because 
speech of the noble Marquess Lord there is not the faintest chance that It 
Salisbury, I believe to be unprecedented. | would be admitted and allowed. Every 
Let me point this out—that the privilege | one knows how jealous, not only Liberal 
of the House of Commons is admittedly | Houses of Commons, but Conservative 
somewhat indistinct at its borders, | Houses of Commons have been upon this 
No one can read the history of this ques- | question of money grants. I am quite 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR: Will 
your Lordships allow me to say a few 
words upon this Resolution? It has 
not been infrequent for this House to 
enter upon record its opinion of its own 
rights in opposition to the privileges 
claimed by the House of Commons. 
But I think on this occasion there is 
implicitly involved in this Resolution 
a claim which, as foreshadowed in the 


tion and the various Resolutions which 
have been arrived at, and the various 
acts which have taken place, without see- 
ing that there is a certain borderland 
which is indeterminate and to a certain 
extent indefinite. But the House of 
Commons has always dealt with Bills 
of this kind measures involving 
privilege. The noble Marquess referred 
to the Resolution of 1678, but, in addition 
to that, or in illustration of that, there is a 
long course of dealings by the House of 
Commons every year in which they claim 
that these subject-matters—the condi- 
tions under which money shall be spent 
—shall be treated as matters of privilege. 
The noble Marquess Lord Salisbury and 
the noble Marquess the Leader of the 
Opposition in their speeches apparently 
claimed that nothing but Finance Bills 
could be matters of privilege of the 
Commons. That is the logical result of 
the contention put forward by them. 


as 


sure that if this Resolution, which has 
been moved by the Leader of the Opposi- 
| tion, is to have the meaning which, in 
| accordance with the speeches delivered, it 
seems to convey, it is putting forward a 
| claim which for hundreds of years has 
| never been advanced in this House. 

| 


THe Eart or HALSBURY: My 
| Lords, I am afraid that if the records to 
which the noble and learned Lord referred 
| Were examined with particular minute- 
| ness it would be difficult to say that the 
|contentions on either side have been 
conducted on rules of strict logic. The 
misfortune is that each House claims to be, 
and undoubtedly is, the guardian of its 
own privileges. That is to say, that the 
majority of the House from time to time 
has a right to declare what its privileges 
are, and that nobody shall interfere 
with them, and occasionally I cannot 
help feeling that the other House has 





It would be perfectly easy to show that | somewhat partially considered the ques- 
all you have to do would be to introduce | tion, and not taken up the only logical 
a clause involving a charge in a Bill of | position that could be taken, that, where 
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it is only a question of an indirect effect 
upon the finances of the country, nobody 
has ever successfully contended that 
this raised a question of privilege. Let 
us take the most ordinary case. Sup- 
pose a question of criminal law affect- 
ing such and such an offence. It is 
quite true that the question of greater or 
less punishment by imprisonment involves 
a greater or less charge upon the country, 
but that I do not think involves any 
question of privilege of the House of 
Commons, There is a broad distinction 
between a direct and an indirect effect 
upon the supplies or aid granted to the 
Sovereign. I do not think that the 
Motion which the noble Marquess has now 
moved puts forward any new claim on the 
part of this House. It is only right to 
maintain the claim, which has often 
hitherto been conceded, and if not con- 
ceded specially waived, by the House of 
Commons. 


*Toe Earn or DARTMOUTH: My 
Lords, I would venture to suggest that 
there is no precedent for the position in 
which we are now placed. Here is a 
measure raising a vast and wide question 
and involving enormous expense; but 
through the action of the Government, 
while one House is debarred by the 
cuillotine from discussing it, by an 
exaggerated interpretation of privilege 
the other House is debarred from 
amending it. 


Viscount St. ALDWYN: The noble 
and learned Lord on the Woolsack re- 
ferred so pointedly to me that, although 
Tam far from claiming to be an authority 
on the great constitutional question at 
issue, I hope your Lordships will permit 
me to say a few words. I was surprised 
at the contention of the noble Earl who 
leads the House and of the noble and 
learned Lord on the Woolsack that, 
either in moving or supporting this 
2esolution. we on this side make such a 
claim as that which was suggested by 
those noble Lords. 


*THEe Ear or CREWE: Did the noble 
Viscount hear the speech of the noble 
Marquess who leads the Opposition ‘ 


Viscount St. ALDWYN: Yes, and 
I do not think it justified the interpre- 
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tation which the noble Earl put upon it. 
My noble friend has never claimed that 
the only Bills to which privilege should 
apply are the Appropriation Bill and the 
Finance Bill of the year. My noble 
friend has never said that privilege could 
not arise on a Bill such as this. What 
has always been said is that a question 
of privilege would arise if by the action 
of your Lordships a charge was directly 
imposed upon the taxpayers. But the 
question before us to-day is no question 
of that kind. It is a question of two 
Amendments, one of which fixes the 
term of imprisonment at a month instead 
of seven days, and the other concerns 
the authority by which this Act should 
be administered. It seems to me that 
an interpretation has been placed on 
the privileges of the House of Commons 
which I have never heard of before. 


*THe Eart or CREWE: The noble 
Viscount who has just sat down has put 
his case very moderately; but. unless 
my recollection is entirely wrong, what 
he said is not at all the same as that 
which was said by the two noble Mar- 
quesses opposite. What I understood 
the Leader of the Opposition to sav was 
that because no money was voted by 
this Bill it did not come under the term 
of aids and supplies mentioned in the 
House of Commons Resolution. From 
that I deduced that the noble Marquess 
considered that the privileges of the 
House of Commons were not involved 
in anv Bill in which money was not 
actually voted, and from that I further 
deduced that it could be only a Finance 
Bill or an Appropriation Bill to which 
that would be said to apply, and that 
therefore a Bill such as this would not be 
subject to privilege at all. 


THE Mareuess or LANSDOWNE: 
The noble Earl deduced from my ob- 
servations a good deal more than those 
observations really contained. The noble 
Lord in charge of the Bill told. us 
that we were debarred from amending it 
owing to the terms of the Resolution of 
1671. I thereupon said that I could 
find nothing in this Bill which brought 
it within the terms of that Resolution. 
I maintain that that is so. 


a2 
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*THe Eart or CREWE: 
exactly what I said. 


That is 


THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
Then I hope we are agreed. I heard 
with great pleasure the admission of the 
noble and learned Lord on the Woolsack 
that, in regard to this question of privi- 
lege, there was no very distinct border- 
land, and that, I think, is one of the 
reasons why the difficulty of dealing with 
it is so great. I have no desire to 
encroach upon the frontier of the House 
of Commons; but my complaint is that 
the action of the House of Commons in 
this case has been an encroachment upon 
our frontier; the two Amendments 
which have just been referred to are 
conspicuous instances of that—notably 
the Amendment of Lord Midleton, who 


{LORDS} 





proposed, as the House will remember, | 
to substitute, as part of the machinery | 
of the Bit, borough councils instead of | 
county councils. During the — earlier | 





Cniversities Bill. 
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stages of this discussion the Leader of 
the House said that, whatever else we 
might not do, we had, at any rate, the 
right to amend the machinery of the Bill. 
Now the clause to which Lord Midleton 
moved an Amendment a pure 
machinery clause. I cannot see that it 
would cost a single half-crown in point 
of money. And yet that Amendment 
has been rejected on the ground that it is 
an interference with the privileges of the 
House of Commons. That what I 
call an encroachment upon our privileges, 
and it is against appearing to acquiesce 
in that encroachment that I desire to 
guard myself. It is for that reason and 
for that reason alone, and not with any 
idea of putting the clock back, that I 
have placed this Resolution before the 


House. 


On Question— 


is 


Is 


Their Lordships divided :—Contents, 
37: Not-Contents, 23. 


CONTENTS. 


Devonshire, D 
Wellington, D 


Haddington, E 
Halsbury, E. 
Mar, E. 

Bath, M. Morton, E. 
Lansdowne, M 
Salisbury, M. 


Plymouth, E. 

Waldegrave, E. 
Churchill, Ve [ 
St. Aldwyn, V. 


Camperdown, E 
Cawdor, E. 
Clarendon, E. 
Cromer, E. 
Dartmouth, E. 
Doncaster, E. (D. 
and Queensberry. ) 


Eldon, E. 


> 


Bangor, L. Bp 


Buccleuch | Ashbourne, L. 


Brodrick, L. 


Mount Eageumbe, E. 


Clinton, L. 

Curzon of Kedleston, L 
De Mauley, L. 

Ebury, L 

Killanin, L 

Lawrence, L 
Macnaghten, L. 


(Teller. 


Belhaven and Stenton, L. 


NOT-CONTENTS. 


Loreburn, L. (L. Chanecllor.) 


(L. Privy Seal.) Allendale, L 
Armitstead, L. 
Castletown, L. 
Colebrooke,. L. 
Denman, L. 
Eversley, L. 
Farrer, L. 
Fitzmaurice, L. 


Ripon, M. 
Beauchamp, E. (LZ. Steward) 
Carrington, E. 
Crewe, £. 
Althorpe,  V. Chamber- 
lisin.) 


(L. 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL. | 
Returned from the Commons. with | 
several of the Amendments agreed to, 
and one of the Amendments disagreed to. 
and an Amendment made in lieu thereof. 
THe CLERK or tHE PARLIAMENTS: | 


, ; ‘elt 
The Commons’ reason for disagreeing ' 


Wolverhampton, V 


[Teler.] 


Teller. | Newlands, L 
Ponsonby, L. (hk. Bessh 
ough ) 
St. Oswald, L. 
| Sanderson, L 
Sudley, L. (24. Arran. 
(VY. Midleton.) 
Granard, L. (E£. Granard.) 


{ Teller. 
Hamilton of Da'zell, L. 
Hemphill, L. 
Herschell, L. 
Pirrie, L. 
Reay L 
St. Davids, 1 
Stanley ol Alderley, L. 


to one of the Lords’ Amendments is as 
follows. They disagree to the Amend- 
ment made by the Lords in page 9, 


line 39, viz.— 
“After the word, ‘funds,’ to insert the 
words ‘and the professor or lecturer 1s 


not eligible for membership of the General 
Board of Studies, or of any faculty other than 
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the faculty of theology; or (b) the erection 
of any church, chapel, or place of religious 
worship or observance by means of private 
benefaction within or without the precincts of 


’ 


the University or college ’ ”-- 

for the following reason: Because the 
first part of the Amendment is not in 
the proper place in the clause, and they 
propose to insert a corresponding pro- 
vision elsewhere ; and because the second 
part of the Amendment is contrary to the 
principle on which public money was 
given to the University. 


THe Eart oF CREWE: The 
tion made by the other House transfers 
to another place in the section the words 
providing that the professor or lecturer 
is not eligible for m »mbership of the 
General Board of 
facultv other than the faculty of theology. 
That is a purely grammatical point, 
and I move that the House agree with 
the Commons in that alteration. The 
other Amendment, on which I shall 
move that vour Lordships do not insist, 
is the one upon which considerable 
discussion took place relating to the 
building of a chapel. I do not want 
to repeat the arguments [ used on that 
occasion, further than to say that this 
pirticular point represents a 
promise which was arrived at on the 
subject in another place; and as the 
night showed how verv 
nearly Lordships were divided 
on the subject, I hope vou may be dis- 
posed not to insist on the Amendment 
to-day. 


altera- 


Studies or of anv 


com- 


division last 
your 


Moved “ That the Commons’ Amend- 
ment to the Lords’ Amendments be 
agreed to.’ —(The Earl of Crewe). 

Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN : Might 


Lask whom this compromise was between ? 


*THe Eart or CREWE: It would take 
a pretty long time to explain that, and 
would involve the discussion of the entire 
history of the question over some years. 


Ture Ear, oF CAMPERDOWN : Well, 
to put it short, was it between the 
Nationalists and the Noncontormists ? 


[No Answer was returned. ] 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 
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Moved, “ That this House do not insist 
on that part of the said Amendment to 
which the Commons have disagreed.”— 
( The Earl of Crewe.) 


THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: I 
certainly do not desire to suggest that 
we should insist upon our Amendment, 
particularly in view of the narrowness of 
the division last night. The point was 
one about which we had ourselves no 
doubt. but we des'red to give the House 
of Commons, which had already changed 
its mind more than upon the 
subject, another opport unity of discuss- 
ing the question. 


once 


On Question, Motion agreed to 


ENDOWED SCHOOLS 


BILL [#.1.]. 
Commons’ Amendments considered (on 
M ytion), and agreed to, 


(MASTERS) 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROVISIONAL 
ORDER (No. 3) BILL. 
Read 1*: to be printed, and referred 


to the Examiners. [No, 205.] 


House adjourned at twenty 
minutes before Seven o'clock, 
till ‘To - morrow, half - past 
Eleven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, 31st July, 1908. 


The House met at Twelve of the 


Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 

Local Government Provisional Order 
(No. 3) Bill (by Order).—Read the third 
time, and passed. 

PETITIONS. 
LICENSING BILL. 

Petitions against: From Marshfield ; 
and Wiltshire Brewers’ Association ; to 
| lie upon the Table 


3X 2 
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Petitions in favour: From Aberffraw ; 
Alsager; Belan and Bryntwrog; Gaer- 
wen (four); Haslingden; Kearsley ; 
Liverpool; and Llanddensant; to lie 
upon the Table. 


Returns, 


NATAL (TRIAL OF DINIZULU). 
Petition from Edwin George Jellicoe, 
for inquiry ; to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
QUEEN’S COLLEGE, BELFAST. 
Copy presented, of Report of the 
President for the vear 1907-8 [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


OFFENCES (IRELAND). 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 9th July; Mr. Lonsdale]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 289.] 


PROSECUTION OF OFFENCES ACTS, 1879 
AND 1884. 

Return presented, relative thereto 
| Address 30th July ; Mr. Herbert Samuel] 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed.; 
[No. 290.] 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904. 

fF Copy presented, of Order made by 
the Council of the County of the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, and confirmed by 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, fixing the Hours of Closing 
for certain classes of Shops within the 
urban districts of Ravensthorpe, Soothill 
Nether, and Thornhill [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


TAXES AND IMPOSTS. 

Return presented, relative thereto 
jordered 15th July ; Sir Daniel Goddard] : 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 291.] 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES, 

Copy presented, of Agricultural Statis- 
tics, 1906. Vol. XLII. Part III. Prices 
and Supplies of Corn, Live Stock, and 
other Agricultural Produce [by Com- 
mand}; to lie upon the Table. 
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TREATY SERIES (No. 22, 1908). 

Copy presented, of Treaty between 
the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America providing: (1) For 
the Conveyance of Persons in Custody 
for Trial either in the Dominion of 
Canada or the United States through 
the Territory of the other; and (2) for 
Reciprocal Rights in Wrecking and 
Salvage in the Waters contiguous to the 


Boundary between the Dominion of 
Canada and the United States. Signed 
at Washington, 18th May, 1908. Ratifi- 


cations exchanged at Washington, 30th 
June, 1908, [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
Copy presented, of Diplomatic and 





Consular Report, Annual Series, No. 
4083 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 


STATISTICAL ABSTRACT 
(FOREIGN COUNTRIES). 

Copy presented, of Statistical Abstract 
for the principal and other Foreign 
Countries in each year from 1896 to 
| 1905-6 (Thirty-fourth Number) [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 





TRADE (FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS), 
Copy presented, of Abstract and 
detailed Tables showing Countries of 
Consignment of Imports and Countries 
of Ultimate Destination of Exports 
(Supplement to Vols. I. and II.) [by 

Command]; to lie upon the Table. 





DENMARK (NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF). 

| Copy presented, of Translation ot the 
| Law etsablishing a New Customs Tariff 
| for Denmark ; together with comparison, 
| as far as possible, of the Raes of Customs 
| Duty contained in the New Tariff with 
| the rates at present in force, and the 
| English equivalents of both [by Com- 
ae to lie upon the Table. 

| 

| 


GAS UNDERTAKINGS, 

Return ordered, “relating to all 
authorised Gas Undertakings in the 
United Kingdom, other than those of 
Local Authorities, for the year ended 
the 31st day of December, 1907, (in con- 
tinuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 
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338, of Session, 1907).”—(Sir Hudson | occupation ; if he is aware that she has 


Kearley.) 


GAS UNDERTAKINGS (LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Return ordered, ‘“relatino to all, 
authorised Gas Undertakings in the 
United Kingdom belonging to Local 
Authorities for the year ended the 31st 
day of March, 1908, (in continuation of 


Parliamentary Paper, No. 339, of Session 


1907).”—(Sir Hudson Kearley.) 


EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION. 


Copy ordered, “ of Statistical Tables 
relating to Emigration and Immigration 
from and into the United Kingdom in 
the year 1907, and Report to the Board 
of Trade thereon.”—(Mr. Churchill.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Men Employed by Tramway Companies. 

Mr. STEADMAN (Finsbury, Central) : 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board if he can state the number 
of men employed in connection with the 
traffic departmenf of tramway under- 
takings in the United Kingdom. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I have 
made inquiry, but I cannot find that there 
is any exact information on this subject. 
I understand, however, that the total 
number of the cars is 11,561, and that on 
an average the number of employees may 
be estimated at four men per car. This 
would give the estimated number of 
men employed as 46,244. 


Acquisition of Estate of Mrs. Charlotte 
E. Hynes, 

Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he is aware that the 
Estates Commissioners intend to com- 
pulsorily acquire from Mrs. Charlotte 
Elizabeth Hynes, in the County of Cavan, 
for the purposes of the Evicted Tenants 


Act, the lands of Deanfield and Rynn, | 
amounting to 200 acres; if these are the | 


only lands this lady has in her own 


never evicted a tenant; if the Estates 


|Commissioners have already refused to 
| sanction her sale to her tenants of ten- 
|anted land because she would not sell 


these lands to them at their own price ; 
if it is the policy of the Government under 


|the Act that one proprietor is to be 


dispossessed of his entire property to 
create three or four others; and if he 
will inquire into this case. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
gazetted notice of their intention to 
acquire, for the purposes of the Evicted 
Tenants Act, the lands referred to in the 
Question. The objections of the owner 
to the acquisition of the lands will be duly 
considered and judicially determined ; 
and therefore, seeing that the matter is 
sub judice, it is not considered desirable 
to enter into details of the matters alleged 
in the Question. 


Acquisition of Untenanted Evicted 

oldings on the Warren Estate. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.) : To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether the Estates Com- 
missioners propose to acquire compul- 
sorily the six untenanted evicted holdings 
on the unsold portion of the Warden 
estate at Sneem, County Kerry. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that there are 
only two evicted tenants on the Warden 
estate for whom they consider it necessary 
to provide holdings. They hope it will be 
possible to provide one of them with 
a holding on untenanted land on the 
Warden estate itself, and the other with 
a holding on untenanted land on another 
estate. 


Listowel Fair Rent Applications. 
Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland when will the decisions in the 
fair rent applications heard at the last 
Sub-land Commission Court held at 
Listowel be delivered. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Land 


Commission inform me that they antici- 


| pate that the decisions in the cases heard 
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at the last sitting of the Sub-Commission 
Court at Listowel will be announced in 
September next. 


Questions. 


Scottish Firms and Post Office Contracts. 

Mr. WATT (Glasgow, College) : To ask 
the Postmaster-General what was the 
extent in money of the contracts placed 
in the year 1907 for waterproofs, boots, 
bicycles, and tools for the use of his 
Department, and how much of that sum 
was placed with Scottish firms having 
their premises in Scotland. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney 
The figures for the financial vear 
ve as follows 


1907-8 


Amount 
Total placed 
Value of with 


Scottish 
Firms. 


Contracts. 


£ £ 
13,950 1.980 

14,595 Nil 
27,656 8.860 

3.985 Ni l 


Waterproofs - 
Boots” - - 
Cycles and parts 
Tools > = = 


In addition, a sum of about £11.600 was 
spent locally for the repair and hire of 
cycles, and over £900 of this was spent in 
Scotland. A Scottish firm also received | 
orders from the cvcle manufacturer 
most of the tyres supplied on the new 
bieveles purchased during the vear. 


value of these orders for tvres is estimated. | 


This sum of £2,000 is 
“ae 


£2 O00. 
the £27,656 shown 
included in the £8,860. 


at over 
part of 
is not 


above, 


* The Iron and Coal Trades Review.” 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether he is 
aware that the postage an issue of the 
eekly Tron and Coal Trades Review, 

ching 1 Ib. 15 0z., is only one half- 
penny, while the postage on the monthly 
Lhe Vulcan, weighing 64 0z., is twopevce ; 
whether he will explain the principle 
upon which the postal authorities dis- 
criminate between two journals dealing 
with the same class of news and catering 
for the same class of readers, and adver- 
tisers; and whether he will consider the 
advisability of redressing this difference 
of treatment. 


for 


wel 
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(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
Under the Post Office Act of 1870 the 
prilvilege of transmission by post at the 
newspaper rate is limited, among other 
restrictions, to publications issued at 
intervals of not more than seven days. 
The Iron and Coal Trades Review conforms 
to this condition and is registered at the 
Post Office as a newspaper. In view of 
the fact that the newspaper post is unre- 
munerative I am not prepared to intro- 
duce a Bill to extend the privilege to 





" | monthly publications. 


| 
| Postmen’s Duty at Port Talbot. 

Mr. J. WILLIAMS (Glamorganshire, 
W.) To the Postmaster-General 
whether postmen at Port Talbot have 
been compelled to perform duties proper 
to the class of sorting clerks and tele- 
graphists against the recommendations of 
the Hobhouse Committee ; and whether 
he will cause inquiry to be made 
in order to ascertain whether salaries 
proper to the duties are being paid at this 
office. 


ask 





(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
| far as I am aware, the postmen at Port 
| Talbot are only emploved duties 
| proper to their class, but I am having 
| inquiry made into the matter. 


sO 


on 


| Tenders for New Scottish Fishery Cruiser. 
Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, 
| Govan): To ask the Secretarv for Scot- 
| land if firms will be excluded from tender- 
|ing for the new cru'ser for the Fishery 
| Board unless they are both shipbuilders 
land engineers: and, is there 
reison why firms of approved standing 
in these lines of manufacture should not 
| tender conjointly, as is the usual practice 
lin the case of the mercantile marine. 


if SO, anv 


Mr. Sinelaiy.) 1 am 
informed that the Fishery Board's past 
experience leads them to the conclusion 
that for their special purpose tenders 
should be invited only from firms capable 
of themselves undertaking the whole 
work of construction. 


(< inswered by 


Irish Fisheries Grant Supplementary 
Estimate. 


Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) 
'To ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
' whether the omission of the words, * for 
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the revised Supplementary Estimate of 
£114,000 for bonuses and capitation grants 
for Irish teachers, passed under Closure 
on the 28th instant (No. 255), and which 
were inserted in the Supplementary 
Estimate of 22nd June (No. 186), will 
prevent these allowances being paid 
immediately for the year ending 31st 
March last, in fulfilment of promises 
previously made. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 1 under- 
stand that the increased allowances are 
to be paid in respect of the financial year 
ended 31st March last, but of course 
it is not intended that Parliament shall 
provide more than one year’s grant 
in any given financial year. 


The Jasdan Succession. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether the decision of the Govern- 
ment in the caseof the Jasdan succession 
was arrived at prior to, or after, pre- 
sentation of a memorial against change 
of the immemorial custom of succession 
by the sons and grandchildren of the late 
Chief of Jasdan: 
has been presented by the Kathi com- 
munity generally praving the Govern- 
ment not to interfere with the immemorial 
customs of the tribe by enforcing the rule 
of primogeniture ; and what reasons, if 
any, were given in the Government's 
reply to such memorial for the intro- 
duction of primogeniture. 


(Answered by Colonel Seely.) The 
memorial to the Secretary of State in 
Council of the sons and grandsons of the 
late Chief of Jasdan was not submitted 
till after the installation of the present 
chief. A number of memorials from 
Kathi chiefs and others against enforce- 
ment of the rule of primogeniture are now 
under the consideration of the Secretary 
of State in Council. 


Naval Officers and Foreign Languages. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): To ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty whether 
he is aware that none of the officers 
accredited to foreign capitals have passed 
for interpreter in any foreign language ; 
and, in view of the utility of this know- 
ledge, whether he can state how many 


{31 Juty 1908} 


whether any memorial | 


(Juestions, 1250 


the year ending 31st March, 1908,” in | executive officers there are in the Navy, 


of midshipman’s rank and above, and 
how many of these have passed for 
interpreter in German, excluding officers 
of the Mercantile Marine belonging to 
the Royal Naval Reserve. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) It is 
true that none of the naval officers 
accredited to foreign courts have qualified 
as interpreter, but it must be remem- 
bered that until 1904 no executive officer 
above the rank of lieutenant could be 
appointed as an interpreter. There are 
3,364 officers on the executive list, and 
of these ten have qualified as interpreters 
since 1905. There are a good many 
officers, however, who, without being 
able to pass the high standard required 
for an interpreter, are nevertheless 
possessed. of a knowledge of the German 


language. 


Pay for Rough Carpentry Work in 
Government Workshops. 

Mr. W. T. WILSON (Lancashire, West- 
houghton) : To ask the First Lord, of the 
Admiraltv whether he is aware that the 
work described as rough-carpentry, viz., 
the fixing and alteration of racks in 
when done by 
private firms, performed by skilled work- 
men, who are paid the standard rate of 
wage of the district ; and whether he will 
take steps to place the workmen doing 
this class of work in Government vards 


storehouses, ete., 1s, 


and workshops on the same level, so far 
as Waves and conditions ot labour are 
concerned, as the workmen emploved 
by private firms. 


(Answered by Mr. MeKenna.) The 
Answer to the first part of the Question 
isin the negative. The facts are as stated 
in reply to previous inquiry on this 
subject, and no reason is seen for depart- 
ing from the present 
which have been in existence for many 


arrangements, 
vears, 


Loss of H.M.S. ‘ Whiting.” 

Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty with reference to 
His Majesty’s ship “* Whiting,” which has 
been blown ashore at Hong Kong and 
may become a total loss, whether he 1s 
aware that the ship has no officers 
according to the Navy List ; and whether 
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he can state what is the crew on board her, 
assuming no men are on leave, and where 
she was moored in the harbour. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) My hon. 
friend is well aware that the fact that no 
officers are shown in this month’s Navy 
List is no justification for assuming that 
there were none on board the ship at 
Hong Kong this week. The Admiralty 
have no information on the matter, which 
is entirely within the discretion of the 
Commander-in-chief on the station. 


Postal Delay at Waterville and Cahir- 
dani 


Mr. BOLAND: To ask the Post- 
master-General whether his attention 
has been called to the frequent delay 
in the delivery of the mails at Waterville 
and Cahirdaniel; and whether he will 
make representations on the subject to 
the railway company and others respon- 
sible for the delay. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
I have called for a Report on this subject 
and on its receipt I will send the hon. 
Member a reply. 


Bolton Postal Staff. 

Mr. W. T. WILSON: To ask the 
Postmaster-General whether he can state 
how many postmen and how many 
persons in the other grades of the service 
there are employed in the Bolton postal 
district: and what is the volume of 
work, in units, in that district. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
The following are approximately the 
figures :—Bolton: Number of postmen 
employed, 90; number of persons in 
other grades of the Post Office service, 
160; volume of work, 597 units. 


Manchester Postal Staff. 

Mr. W. T. WILSON: To ask the 
Postmaster-General whether he can state 
how many postmen and how many 
persons in the other grades of the service 
there are employed in the Manchester 
postal district ; and what is the volume 
of work, in units, in that district. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
The following are approximately the 
figures :—Manchester : Number of post- 
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men employed, 900; number of persons 
in other grades of the Post Office service, 
2,300; volume of work, 9,612 units. 


Postal Telegraphic Duties at Bourne- 
mouth, 

Mr. A. ALLEN (Christchurch): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether he 
is aware that, in Paragraph 286 of its 
Report, the Hobhouse Committee recom- 
mended that sorting clerks and _ tele- 
graphists in Classes 1 and 2 should be 
divided between postal and telegraphic 
duties, and that Bournemouth is now 
in Class 2; and whether, in view of 
this specific recommendation not  pre- 
viously objected to by the Department, 
he will state the reason for withholding 
the application of the scheme to Bourne- 
mouth. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) | 
am aware of the recommendation in 
question. In answering the hon. Mem- 
ber’s Question on 20th July I explained 
why the recommendation cannot properly 
be carried out in the case of all offices 
in Class 2. 


Post Office Accommodation at Bally- 
money: 


Mr. J. DEVLIN (Belfast. W.): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether he 
is aware of the dissatisfaction that exists 
in Ballymoney with the Post Office 
accommodation: whether he is aware 
that premises for a new Post Office 
for the town were advertised for six 
vears ago, and that central and com- 
modious premises are at present available ; 
and whether, in view of the effect of 
the present limited accommodation on 
the employees, and of the fact that 
the whole of the town has to be traversed 
to get from the railway station to the 
Post Office, he will consider the advisa- 
bility of having the office transferred 
to more central and suitable 
premises. 


more 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
I am not aware of the circumstances 
stated, but I will inquire and will acquaint 
the hon. Member with the result. 


Deaths under Anesthetics -Suggested 
Royal Commission. 


Mr. BRAMSDON (Portsmouth): To 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
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Department whether his attention has 
been called to the recent deaths of three 
persons under anesthetics in London 
hospitals, and which were the subject 
of coroners’ inquiries on Saturday last 


the 25th instafit, viz., Henry Walter | 


Furlonger, aged fifty-two, an employee 
of the City of London Brewery, who 
died in the Central London Throat and 
Ear Hospital; Lydia Thompson, aged 
fortv-five, who was given an anzesthetic 
at the Royal Free Hospital for an opera- 
tion to remove a needle which had 
penetrated her hand, and in neither 
of which cases had the operation actually 
commenced ; and Harold Cecil Buttram, 
aged sixteen, who died at the London 
Hospital in the middle of the removal 
of some dead bone from his jaw; and 
whether, having regard to the continued 
cases of deaths under anesthetics, he 
can now see his way clear to recommend 
the appointment of a Roval Commission 
to inquire into the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
[ have seen newspaper reports of two 
of the cases referred to. I am in com- 
munication with the Lord President 
of the Council, and through him with 
the General Medical Council, on the 
question whether a course of instruction 
in the administration of anesthetics 
can be included in all cases in the course 
of study required for a medical qualifica- 
tion; and I think that the question 
of holding a formal inquiry by Royal 
Commission or Committee may with 
advantage be postponed, at any rate 
until I know what action the medical 
authorities are prepared to take in this 
matter. 


Cost of Reformatories and Industrial 
chools. 
Mr. LEIF 


JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby): To ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
he will state the total annual cost of 
the reformatories and industrial schools 
of England and Wales; and what pro- 
portion is borne by national and local 
funds. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The total cost for the year 1907 was 
£428,888. The Treasury contributed 42 
per cent. and the local rates nearly 
42 per cent., the rest coming from 


{31 JuLty 1908} 


1954 


subscriptions and profit from labour. 
Taken separately, the Treasury con- 
tributed 56 per cent. and the rates 26 
per cent. in the case of reformatories ; 
while for industrial schools the pro- 
portions are: Treasury, 37 per cent. ; 
rates, 47 per cent 


Questions, 


Cost of Prisons. 

Mr. LEIF JONES: To ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment. whether he will state the total 
cost of the prisons of England and Wales, 
both county and national, including 
therein interest on capital expenditure, 
annual charges for maintenance and 
pensions, the expenses of the Prison 
Commissioners, and the proportion of 
this expenditure borne by local and 
national funds. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The total cost of the prisons of England 
and Wales, including State inebriate 
reformatories, for the year ended 31st 
March last. for salaries and maintenance, 
is £722,396 3s. 9d. There are no charges 
for interest on capital expenditure. 
The whole of this expenditure falls on 
Imperial funds. The annual charge on 
the Superannuation Vote on account 
of Prisons, England and Wales, was 
on the 30th instant, £83,736 Is. 10d. 
In addition to this, some £500 to £600 
is paid each year in gratuities to retired 
prison officers who are ineligible for 
pension. These charges also fall on 
Imperial funds; but local funds bear 
a certain pension charge in respect of 
men who were in the prison service 
before 1878, and have retired, 
It is, however, impossible to state exactly 
how much this charge is. It is now 
comparatively small. 


since 


Cost of Inebriate Homes. 

Mr. TOULMIN (Bury, Lancashire) : 
To ask the Secretary of State foc the 
Home Department whether he will 
state the cost of inebriate homes for 
England and Wales for the last vear for 
which Returns are available, including 
annual interest charges on capital ex- 
penditure, annual charges for mainten- 
ance, the amounts contributed by the 
State, and the amounts contributed 
by local authorities or private enter- 
prise respectively. 
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(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The cost of certified inebriate reformatories 


in England and Wales in 1906 was 
£55,489. Of this amount the State 


contributed £27,644, and local authorities 
£27,845. Details of the expenditure 
will be found in the inspector’s Report. 
The cost of the State inebriate refor- 
imatories, which is borne wholly by the 
State, is included. in the figures relating 
to prisons given in the Answer to a 
Question by my hon. friend the Member 
for the Appleby Division, to-day. Par- 
ticulars are given on page 104 of the 


Report of the Prison Commissioners, 
ssued in 1907. Besides the reforma- 
tories, a number of inebriate retreats 


have been established by philanthropic 
bodies and private persons, but no 
contribution is made to these institutions 
from public funds. 


Cost of Lunatic Asylums. 

Mr. T. F. RICHARDS (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.): To ask the Secretary of State 
tor the Home Department whether he 
will state the total cost of the care of 
lunatics in England and Wales for the 
last vear for which Returns are avail- 
able, whether borne by Imperial or 
taxation, including therein the 
annual interest charges on capital in- 
debtedness, the vearly cost of the main- 
tenance of all asvlums, the expenses of 
the Lunacy and the 
charges made for the Broodmoor Criminal 
Lunatic Asvlum, together with the 
proportion of money obtained from 
Imperial and local taxation. 


local 


Commissioners, 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
In the vear 1905-6, the last for which 
complete figures are available, the total 
expenditure of the local authorities 
of England and Wales in respect of 
lunatics and lunatic asylums, as ascer- 
tained provisionally for the purposes 
of the summary of the Local Taxation 
Returns, was £3,551,955. This is made 
up as follows 


¢ 
(1) Loan charges (other than 
those paid by the Lon- 

don County Council) 642,686 
(2) Maintenance and_ other 
charges not met out of 

loans - - - - 2,909,269 

3,551,955 
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The total amounts received by the 
local authorities in that vear in the 
shape of grants from the Exchequer and 
other receipts which can be definitely 
allocated as being in respect of lunatics 
and lunatic asvlums were 
x 

- 878,193 
de- 

- 421,664 


Grants - - - - 
Miscellaneous receipts not 
rived from taxation 


There is in addition to the above, tho 
cost of the Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum and of the Lunacy Commission 
which fall entirely on Imperial funds. 
The former of these, including expenses 
charged to other funds or votes, but 
allowing for appropriations in aid, was, 
in the same year (1905-6) £38,966, and 
the latter £18,764. 


Overworking of Children and Young 
ersons. 


Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether, in view 
of the Reports recently made by factory 
inspectors dealing with the disease and 
mortality caused by systematic over- 
work of children in conditions often 
detrimental to health, he will consider 
the advisability of introducing fresh 
legislation for the purpose of increasing 
the penalties for such offences under 
the Employment of Children Act, 1903, 
and in cases of repeated conviction for 
these offences for providing for the 
imprisonment of those who are respon- 
sible, without option of a fine, instead 
of the fines now imposed by the Act. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The whole question will receive my 
careful consideration, and I will bear 
in mind the point which the hon. Member 
raises as to the adequacy of the existing 
penalties. 


Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, whether his attention 
has been drawn to the Report on pages 
178 ff. of the Annual Report of the 
Chief Inspector of Factories and Work- 
shops for 1907, with respect to the em- 
ployment of children in the North of 
Ireland; and whether, if such 
as that of L.M. described by the inspec- 
tor are cognisable under the Acts relating 
to the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 


cases 
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he will instruct the inspectors to cause 
proceedings to be taken under those 
Acts in all similar cases. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I am aware of the Report in question. 
The circumstances do not seem to be 
such as would suffice to establish a charge 
of wilful neglect or ill-treatment under 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
Act; but the whole question raised 
by these Reports will receive my careful 
consideration. 


Mr. HUGH LAW: To ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether his attention has been drawn 
to the Report of the Chief Lady Inspec- 
tor on pages 152 ff. of the Annual Report 
of the Chief Inspector of Factories and 
Workshops for 1907, with regard to 
complaints relating to conditions of 
employment or supervision of the work 
of young women and girls which, directly 
or indirectly, affect conduct or morality 
injuriously, and to her Report on pages 
I84 ff. of the same Report with regard 
to employment after childbirth; and 
whether he will consider the introdue- 
tion of legislation with respect to either 
or both of these matters. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
Yes, Sir, the Annual Report of the 
Chief Inspector is a Report issued by 
my Department under my directions. 
The first of the questions referred to is 
a very far-reaching one, which arises in 
connection with all kinds of employment 
of women and not merely. employment 
in factories and workshops. The second 
question is being made the subject at 
the present time of a comprehensive 
inquiry. Both will receive my full 
consideration, but I cannot make any 
statement as to the possibility of legis- 
lation. 


Cost of Police. 

Mr. CHARLES ROBERTS (Lincoln) : 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board if he will state what is the 
total annual cost of the police in England 
and Wales (including the Metropolitan 
Police), and the proportion borne by 
national and local taxation, respectively. 
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(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I beg to answer this Question on behalf 
of my right hon. triend. If my hon. 
friend will refer to the last Report on 
Police (Counties and Boroughs, England 
and Wales) for the vear ending 29th 
1907, Table VI. c., 


September, pages 


| 248-9, he will find that the total gross 


cost of the police was £5,864,151, and that 
of this amount £2,161,789 came from 
the Exchequer Contribution Account, 
and £3,145,457 from local rates. The 
balance consisted of sums received for 
additional constables and 
certain other receipts. 


services of 


Annual Cost of Poor Relief. 
Mr. CHARLES ROBERTS: To ask 


the President of the Local Government 
Board if he will state the total annual 
cost of poor relief, and all purposes 
wholly connected therewith, in England 
and Wales for the last vear for which 
Returns are available, and what propor- 
tion is borne by local and national taxa- 
tion. 


(Answered by Mr. John Buris.) The 
total expenditure on these purposes in 
England and Wales during the vear ended 
at Ladv-Dav, 1907. was £15.957,000. 
It is estimated that of this sum £790,500, 
or 5°6 per cent., was met by means of 
repayments by relatives and other receipts 
not derived from taxation, and that of 
the remainder £2.591,000, or 18°6 per 
cent. of the whole, was borne by national 
taxation, and £10,575,500, or 75°8 per 
cent., by local rates. 


Adjustment of Financial Relations 
between County and Borough Councils. 

Mr. ADKINS (Lancashire, Middleton) : 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board what steps the Board are 
prepared to take in view of the varving 
practice of Parliamentary Committees 
with regard to the adjustment of financial 
relations between county boroughs and 
county councils when the rateable value 
and cost of : ‘nistration of the county 
area are afic by the extension of a 
county borough; and whether the 
Government will #ppoint a Special Com- 
mittee or a Joint Committee of both 
Houses to consider the questions raised 
by the decisions of the House of Lords 
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in Caterham Urban District Council 
v. Godstone Rural District Council and 


in Durham County Council v. West 
Hartlepool Corporation. 

(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) This 
matter is receiving my attention; but 


I have not at present arrived at a decision 
with regard to it. 


'Heating Lighting and Cleaning of 
Scottish Schools. 
Mr. 
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WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : | 


To ask the Secretary for Scotland, in } 


view of the circular issued by the Scottish 
Education Department relative to the 
cleansing and disinfecting of schools, 


and to the fact that totally inadequate | 


sums have hitherto been provided for 
the fuel, lighting, and cleansing of the 
twelve schools in the parish of Lochs, 
Island of Lewis, will arrangements be 
made for such amounts to be provided 
as will admit of effect being given to 
the instructions contained in the circular. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) The 
proper lighting, heating, and cleansing 
of the schools in any district is a duty 
which rests upon the school board of 
that district, and the necessary expenses 
must be met from the school fund of 
the district. No Exchequer grant is 
made specially for this purpose. 


Appeal Against Magistrates’ Decision in 
the Cleave Case. 

Mr. HUGH LAW: To ask the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury whether he will 
direct an appeal against the decision 
of the Liverpool magistrates in the 
Cleave’s case. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
My hon. friend has asked me to reply to 
this Question. The propriety of appeal- 
ing against the decision in question has 
been carefully considered ; but the 
Board are advised that it is not likely 
that any useful purpose would be served 
thereby. 


War Office Accov ~-¢ Officer. 
Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) : 


To ask Mr. Chanceiler of the Exchequer 


whether any and, if so, what official at 


the War Office has yet been appointed | 
accounting officer of that Department | 
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in place of the Director-General of Army 
Finance whose office has been abolished. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) Mr. 
Charles Harris, hitherto a principal clerk 
in the Department of the Finance Member 
of the Army Council, will be nominated 
to be accounting officer for Army Votes 
on his appointment as assistant financial 
secretary when the retirement of Sir 


Guy Fleetwood Wilson takes place. 


Increased Salaries for Excise Officers. 

Mr. W. NICHOLSON (Hampshire, 
Petersfield): To ask Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer if, as the duties of the 
Excise officers will be more important 
under the Pensions Bill, due provision 
will be made for increasing their salaries. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) In 
my Answer of the 2nd ultimo to the hon. 
Member for Blackburn, I have already 
indicated my readiness to consider favour- 


j ably a recommendation from the Board 


of Inland Revenue to award gratuities 
to those Excise officers who may be called 
on to undertake the new work this autumn 
in connection with old-age pensions. 
I am not in a position to add anything 
to that Answer. 


Salaries of Excise Officers. 

Mr. W. NICHOLSON: To ask the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer what are 
the present minimum and maximum 
salaries of a second-class and first-class 
Excise officer respectively ; and if only 
two officers out of nine can at present 
expect to receive a higher appointment 
which will entitle him to a salary exceed: 
ing £250 per annum. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
minimum salary of the first and second- 
class Excise officers is £180 and £115 
per annum respectively, and the maxi- 
mum salary £250 and £160 per annum 
respectively. As shown at 28 
and 36 of the Estimates for the 


pages 
Revenue 


| Departments, 1908-9, the present nusber 


of appointments with a salary exceeding 
£250 per annum for which Excise officers 
are eligible on promotion is 556, and 
the combined total of first and second- 
officers and assistants of Excise 
is 2,975. 


class 
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Questions. 


Supplementary Estimates. 

Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) : 
To ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
what has been the total amount of money 
voted this Supplementary 
Estimates for which specific provision 
was not made in the Budget, with details 
of the heads under which such moneys 
were voted. 


session in 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
total amount was £378,496, made up as 
follows— 


¢ 
Stationery and Printing — - - 5 
Public Education - - - 114,000 
Houses of Parliament Buildings 5,000 
Repayments to the Civil Con- 
tingencies Fund - - - 41,491 


Expenses under the Unemployed 

Workmen Act, 1905 - - 200,000 
Relief of Distress (Ireland) - - 13,000 
Government Hospitality = - - 


378,496 


Purchase of the Hort Estate. 
Mr. JOHN O'CONNOR (Kildare, N.): 
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the cattle-drives, and, if not, will the 
Estates Commissioners be informed that 
in the interest of the vendors and pur- 
chasers the offer should be renewed by 
them. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
{states Commissioners inform me that 
they made an offer for the purchase of the 
estate in question, which was for sale in 
the Land Judge’s Court, but they sub- 
sequently withdrew their offer because it 
had been brought to their notice: (1) 
That the cattle of the grazing tenants 
had on four occasions been driven off the 
lands, and that men with blackened faces 
and turned coats had cleared the lands 
and assaulted the police; and (2) that 


the tenants on the estate had signed 


| undertakings to purchase only on the 


5.000 


condition that the entire of the grass 
lands should be sold to them. The 
{states Commissioners add, however, that 


| they are prepared to consider any applica- 
| tion which may be made to them iby any 


| of the parties concerned. 


So far ‘as the 


| proceedings in the Land *Judge’s Court 


To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that the tenants of the Hort 
estate, in the County of Kildare, signed 
proposals for the purchase of certain 
grass lands, portion of the said estate, 


| on two occasions. 


in such parcels as the Estates Commis- | 


sioners should think fit to allow to each 


said estate which was acceptable to Mr. 
Justice Ross, provided the offer was 
amended so as to exclude from its scope 
the lands in possession of one certain 


are concerned the registrar of that Court 
has furnished me with the following 
statement: The offer for purchase of 
Hort’s estate by the Estates Commis- 
sioners has been before the Land ‘Judge 
The first occasion was 
18th May, 1908, when counsel appeared 
for two persons claiming*to be tenants on 
the lands, and directed the judge’s 


| attention to the fact that one of the con- 
tenant; that the Estates Commissioners 
offered to the Land Court a price for the 


court tenant, and that the other tenants | 


of the estate were willing to agree to this 
condition ; that cattle-drives have taken 
place on this estate and that the Estates 


Commissioners have withdrawn their offer | 


to purchase in 


consequence 
whether he 


is aware that Mr. 


thereof ; 
Justice 


|in the matter. 


ditions of the offer was that their tenan- 
cies should be determined before the sale, 
and possession of the lands should be given 
to the Estates Commissioners. The Land 
Judge decided that one of these claimants 
held under a regular tenancy to the 
Court, and that he would not and could 
not in justice determine his tenancy. 
In the other case the Land Judge dis- 
regarded the claim, on the ground that the 
claimant held merely under an agistment 
contract, and that he could not interfere 


When the matter was 


Ross has said that these cattle-drives had | under discussion mention was made of 
\cattle-driving having taken place on the 


been improperly brought to his notice 
in order to prejudice his mind against the 
tenants, and that he subsequently _ad- 
mitted that such cattle-drives may have 
been done at the instance of a grazier ; 
and will he say if the intending purchasers 


have been in any degree identified with | the Court. 


| 


estate, and the Land Judge said that this 


| topic should not have been introduced 


| 
| 


into an argument on a question of law, 
and could only have been introduced 
with the view of prejudicing the mind of 
The Land Judge did not say 
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that these cattle-drives might have |the cost to the men has considerably 
been done at the instance of the grazier ; | increased without any corresponding 


he refused to enter at all into the question 
who was responsible for them. The 
second occasion on which the matter was 
before the Land Judge was on 22nd July, 


1908, when the Estates Commissioners’ | 


advantage in the fare; and whether 
any of the increased expenditure is levied 
ito pay off the old debt by instalments 
as agreed upon with the sanction of 
Inspector Dunne. 


letter intimating their intention to with- | 


draw their offer was under his considera- | 


tion. On this occasion it was again 


attempted to introduce the subject of | 


cattle-driving, but the Land Judge 
absolutely refused to allow the matter 
to be discussed before him, stating that 
the reasons which influenced the Estates 
Commissioners to 
were not for him to consider, but if it were 
the fact that the Estates Commissioners 
refused to apply public moneys in pur- 
chasing estates in respect of which in- 
timidation had been used, and cattle- 
driving had taken place, he thoroughly 
approved their conduct. 


Unpaid Mess Debts Contracted by Staff- 
Sergeant Scully, Dublin Metropolitan 
Police. 

Mr. PATRICK WHITE (Meath, N.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether it came to 
the knowledge ot Inspector Dunne of the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police some time 
back that Staff-Sergeant Scully, who has 
since absconded, had contracted large 
debts with butchers for meat supplied 
to the if the superintendent 
arranged with the sergeant before he 
went away that the latter should pay the 
debt by instalments; how many pay- 
ments were made in this way, and what 
amount remains unpaid; whether this 
system of discharging debts incurred for 
the benefit of the mess is in accordance 
with the rules of the force; if these cir- 


mess ; 


cumstances were brought under the notice | 


of the Chief Commissioner of Police 


before he made his Report, upon the | 


recommendation of which the Treasury 
refunded Inspector Dunne a considerable 


sum of money, and, if not, will the Chief | 


Commissioner institute an inquiry into 
the methods introduced by Inspector 
Dunne, who has also recently denied 
to the men under his control the privilege 
so long enjoyed of electing the man they 


thought best qualified to take charge | 


withdraw their offer | 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Chief 
Commissioner informs me, on the 
authority of Superintendent Dunne, that 
there is no foundation for the suggestions 
contained in the first part of the Ques- 
‘tion. An allegation was made to the 
superintendent that ex-Staff Sergeant 
Scully was not paying his mess accounts 
regularly, but on examination the super- 
intendent found that all accounts had 
been paid and vouched for. There was, 
therefore, no for the super- 
intendent making arrangements that any 
debt should be paid by instalments, 
and there were no irregularities to bring 
under the notice of the Chief Commis 
sioner. The superintendent has not 
interfered with the selection by the men 
of one of their own number to take charge 
of the mess. The cost of the mess has 
considerably decreased since the appoint- 
ment of a new messman on Ist instant. 


occasion 


Evicted Tenants—Reinstatement of Mr. 
ames Sisk. 


Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork 
County, N.E.): To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether the Estates Commissioners can 
now see their way to reconsider their 
decision to take no action in the matter 
of the reinstatement of Mr. James Sisk 
in his former holding the Fleury 
estate, Glenwood, County Cork, seeing 
that the planter, Mr. Michael Walsh, has 
surrendered the holding and the landlord 
is willing to reinstate the evicted tenant. 


on 


(Answered by My. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they are 
not aware of any change in the circum- 
stances of this case since I answered the 
| hon. Member’s Question of 13th instant. 
| The Commissioners will, however, com- 
| municate with the owner on the subject. 


Treatment of Irish School Inspectors. 
Mr. SAMUEL YOUNG (Cavan, E.): 





of the mess, and appointed a man of his | To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
own selection ; whether, in consequence, | Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware that 
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for some years the two chief inspectors 
of the Natioal Board of Education have 
been acting in an arbitrary manner to- 
wards many of the subordinate inspectors 
under their jurisdiction, and at the same 
time threatening them that, if they in- 
tended to have any Questions asked in 
Parliament as to their treatment, the 
Commissioners would visit those who so 
complained with the severest punishment 
within their power to inflict ; and whether 
he will state when and in what manner the 
Commissioners authorised the chief in- 
spectors to adopt intimidating methods 
of this kind towards subordinates for mere- 
ly complaining of their treatment. 


(Answered L y Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education inform 
me that their chief inspectors have for 
many years been duly authorised to 
impress upon the inspectors generally 
that to endeavour to influence the action 
of the Board by procuring Questions in 
Parliament in reference to their personal 
or official concerns was contrary to the 
regulations of the public service and of 
the Commissioners. ‘“o long ago as 2nd 
May, 1867, a special Treasury Minute 
on the subject of private solicitation of 
Members of Parliament was issued. In- 
spectors can always appeal to the Com- 
missioners against arbitrary ects on the 
part of the chief inspectors, but no such 
appeals have been made nor, so far as the 
Commissioners are aware, have any such 
arbitrary acts taken place. 


Royal Irish Constabulary Bill. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, %.): To ask 


the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
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tenant of Ireland when he intends to pro- | 


ceed with the Royal Irish Constabulary 
Bill. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) It is in- 
tended to introduce and proceed wth the 
Bill in the coming Autumn Session. Be- 
fore the Bill ean be introduced the neces- 
sary Financial Resolution must be passed, 
and the Committee dealing with the sub- 
ject has, through pressure of business, 
been deferred until 12th October. 


Irish Education Grants. 


Mr. BARRIE: To ask the Chief Secre- | 


| their proposals until after the Report is 


tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
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to the circumstance that, under the re- 
vised Supplementary Estimate, Class 4, 
Vote 10, Public Education (Ireland), 
issued on 24th July, and voted under 
the Closure on 28th July, convent schools 
will get augmentation grants much in 
excess of those to other schools; for in- 
stance, a convent school with a roll of 
220 will get £55 augmentation, while an 
ordinary school with a like roll would get 
only £38, viz., £10 to principal and £7 
each to four assistants ; and is it intended 
to pay conventual teachers on a higher 
scale, out of public funds, than ordinary 
teachers. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education inform 
me that in the case supposed in the Ques- 
tion the figures are as stated, but that in 
respect of the whole Vote for National 
Education, including the sums provided 
upon the revised Supplementary Estimate, 
convent schools are not paid on a higher 
scale than ordinary national schools. 


Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Univer- 
sitv): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether,seeing 
that a fresh Estimate has been presented 
in connection with the grant of £114,000 to 
[rish primary education, those interested 
in the preservation of schools with atten- 
dance under fifteen may assume that the 
National Board is not bound by the forme 
condition to the effect that schools under 
fifteen must be suppressed, and that it is 
open to the National Board to represent 
to the Treasury the ugrent need of main- 
taining many of these schools. 


Mr. Birreil.) In my 
opinion the Answer is in the affirmative. 


(Answered by 


Welsh Disestablishment. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the Prime Minister whether the 
receipt and consideration of the Report 
of the Welsh Church Commission 
necessary preliminary to the introduction 
of a measure dealing with the disestablish- 
ment of the Church in Wales. 


Mr. Asquith.) The 
Government hope that this Report may 
soon be in their hands, but they could 
not bind themselves to postpone making 


is a 


(Answered by 


whether his attention has been directed | received. 
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The Jasdan Successor. 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs): I | ** Gateshead. He, 


beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for India whether the decision of the 
‘Government in the case of the Jasdan 
succession was arrived at prior to, or after, 
presentation of a memorial against change 
of the immemorial custom of succession 
by the sons and grandchildren of the late 
Chief of Jasdan; whether any memorial 
has been presented by the Kathi com- 
munity generally praying the Govern- 
ment not to interfere with the immemorial 
customs of the tribe by enforcing the 
rule of primogeniture ; and what reasons, 
if any, were given in the Government’s 
reply to such memorial for the intro- 
duction of primogeniture. 

THE UNDER-SECRETARY oF STATE 
FoR INDIA (Mr. Bucuanan, Perth- 
shire, E.): The memorial to the! 
Secretary of State in Council of | 


the sons and_= grandsons of the 
late Chief of Jasdan was not. sub- 


mitted till after the installation of the 
present Chief. 
from Kathi Chiefs and others against 
enforcement of the rule of primogeniture 
are now under the consideration of the 
Secretaryjof State in! Council. 


Unemployment in Gateshead. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON (Gateshead): I 
beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board if he will state the 
personnel of the public bodies dealing 
with the distress in Gateshead; and 
what is the scope of their operations. 


I beg also to ask the President of the 
Local Government Board how many 
unemployed workmen there are in Gates- 
head; and what amount has_ been 
spent in relief during the present vear. 

THe PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun 
Burns, Battersea): JI will answer to- 
gether these two Questions. The public 
bodies referred to are the distress com- 
mittee, the board of guardians, and the 
town council, Thenames of the members 
of them cannot conveniently be set out 
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distress committee informs me that he 
cannot give an accurate estimate of the 
total number of unemployed workmen 
however, states that 
187 applications for employment were 
registered by the committee during the 
vear ended at March last, and that 
125 men have since made application to 
them. The total expenditure on poor 
relief in the Gateshead Union for the year 
to 25th March last was £46,600, 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Friday Sittings in the Autumn. 
Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kilkenny) 
I beg to ask the Prime Minister a0 


| he will consider the desirability of meet- 


| LORD or rHETREASURY (Mr. A 
A number of memorials | 


ing the convenience of Members by 
arranging that the House shall not sit 
on Fridays during the proposed autumn 
session except and until it is found that 
the full day sittings of Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
likely to afford sufficient time for the 
completion of the business of the House 
before the date for ending the session. 


PRIME MINISTER anp FIRS’ 


are not 


THE 
ASQI ITH, 


Fifeshire, E.) I regret yo I cannot see 


|My way to adopt this suggestion. 


in answer to a Question, but I will send a | 


list to my hon. friend, if he desires it 
These bodies act within the sphere of 
their several functions. 


SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 
Resoived, That this House do meet 
To-morrow, at Ten of the Clock.—(Mr. 
J. Pease.) 


POLLING DISTRICTS AND REGISTRA- 
TION OF VOTERS (IRELAND) BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments to be considered 

forthwith; considered, and agreed to 
CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 

TION) BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 

{[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair.| 
*THoe CHAIRMAN: As regards Schedule 
B, there is an Amendment on the Paper 
in the name of the noble Lord the Mem- 
ber for Marylebone, but I do not think 
that it is in order. He seeks to put in 
certain words which I do not think can 
be raised or the schedule. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) 


The clerk to the | said the words which he proposed to 
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put in were only explanatory of the 
words already in the schedule. They 
did not in any way interfere with the 
meaning of the schedule bevond em- 
phasising what were the points therein 
contained. He submitted that so long 
as thev did not go outside of the Resolu- 
tion, there could be no objection to any 
verbal alteration, provided that they 
did not in any way increase or diminish 
the charge. He submitted this Amend- 
ment in order to raise a question which 
ought to be a little more discussed by 
the Committee. 


*THoe CHAIRMAN said he did not 
think, in the first place, that there was 
any precedent for such an Amendment 
at this stage; and, in the second place, 
unless there was something in the nature 
of a discrepancy between the resolutions 
in Committee of Supply and the schedule 
to which the noble Lord could point in 
this matter, he certainly did not think 
that he could raise his Amendment. 


LoRD R. CECIL said he could point 
out that in this case the Public Accounts 
Committee had reported to the House 
that words of the kind he suggested, 
namely, after “grants” to insert “ to 
meet a temporary emergency,” ought 
to be inserted in the Appropriation Bill, 
and it was only with a view to carrying 
out that recommendation that he asked 
the House to assent to these words. 
With regard to precedent, he agreed 
there was none, and there was none 
for the particular procedure adopted, 
except last year. 


*THoe CHAIRMAN said that after the 
explanation of the noble Lord all he 
could say was that the point ought to 
be taken on the discussion of the 
Report of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee. 


Mr. JAMES HOPE (Sheffield, Cen- 
tral) asked the right hon. Gentleman 
whether it was his ruling that it was 
impossible to insert in the Appropriation 
Bill any Amendment coming within the 


terms of the original Resolution on which 


the Appropriation Bill was based. 


*THeE CHAIRMAN said he was not 
ruling absolutely that, but he must 
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point out that if they could raise Amend- 
ments of the kind now proposed, they 
could discuss again altogether the terms 
on which these grants were made. He 
thought that would be undesirable. 


Lorp R. CECIL said that this was 
virtually a matter of first-rate constitu- 
tional importance on which there ought 
to be a definite and clear ruling. The 
Amendment did not in any way affect to 
raise the question of the policy of making 
these grants; he merely proposed to 
insert the words in order to make it 
clear why these grants were made. 
He respectfully submitted that a dis- 
cussion on the Report of the Public 
Accounts Committee would not really 
have met the case. They knew that the 
Public Accounts Committee had re- 
ported that certain words should be 
inserted in the Appropriation Bill. 


*THe CHAIRMAN said that according 
to previous rulings on the Appropriation 
Bill the Amendment was out of order. 


Bill reported, without Amendment ; to 
be read the third time to-morrow. 


OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL. 


Lords Amendments considered. 


Lords Amendment— 

‘In page 1, line 5, after ‘(1),’ to 
insert the words * until the thirty-first day of 
December one thousand nine hundred and 
fifteen.” 


*Mr. SPEAKER: With regard to 
this Amendment and the next. I have 
to say that in my opinion they are what 
are called “ privilege” Amendments, 
and I say so on the ground that they 
vary the grant of the old-age pension 
as determined by this House, and, if 
no further legislation takes place, they 
would make the grant to end after a 
certain period of time. In my opinion 
these two Amendments are privilege 
Amendments. 


Motion made, and Question, “ That 
this House doth disagree with the Lords 
in the said Amendments,” put, and 
agreed to. 
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Lords Amendment— view, so far as he could judge, was to make 
“In page 1, line 21, at end, to insert the good a plain defect in the original Bill. 
words ‘ as verified wherever practicable by certi- | The amount of charge thrown upon the 


ficates of birth or baptism or in the absence of taxpayers, or as he should rather sav 
such certificates by census returns or other official the accuracy’ of the estimate of the 
documents, or where no such certificates or : 
documents are attainable in such other manner | Charge, would really depend upon the 
as may seem sufficient to the pension authori- | success attending the efforts to prevent 
ties. the receipt of pensions by persons not 
/entitled to them because of their being 
THe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- | under the age of seventy. He thought 
CHEQUER (Mr. Lioyp-GrorGe, Car-| the scheme in respect to that age would 
narvon Boroughs) moved, “That the | have to be modified in the future, but as 
House doth disagree with the Lords | all financial estimates. all the prophecies 
in the said Amendment.” In the} of the Government, of the charges on 
first place, this was obviously a matter | the public depended upon the accuracy 
which ought to be dealt with by regu- | and success with which they were able to 
lation. No Amendment of this kind | prevent persons getting pensions, it was 
could possibly cover all contingencies | quite clear the machinery of the Bill 
that would arise and have to be pro- | and its loose wording might be somehow 
vided for. As a matter of fact, the | orother greatly improved. This could not 
regulations which had been framed were | be denied. The right hon. Gentleman had 
much more elaborate than anything con- | told the House that he had already had 
tained in these words. It was perfectly | regulations drawn up of a more elaborate 
clear if they accepted the Amendment | character than this Amendment, or any 
that the man over seventy years of age, | that could be introduced into the Bill. 
when required, would have to prove it in 
the wavy it proposed, and they would thus 
impose upon the person applying a charge 
of half-a-crown or three shillings and 
sixpence, though it was known to every- Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said it was 
body in the locality that the man had | obvious that he could not lav the regula- 
reached the age of seventy, and the|tions before the House until he knew 
pension officer had satisfied himself by | what were the decisions to which they 
other means that the applicant was | came, because these regulations might be 
seventy years of age. Why should a/ affected verv seriously one wav or the 
man in a case of that kind be compelled | other by these very vital Amendments. 
to provide official documents, the getting 
of which would involve a great deal of Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said there was 
trouble, and make it really difficult for | foree and substance in this objection, and 
him to get his pension ! In fact, in the | if the right hon. Gentleman was far 
case of a deserving old person, thev | advanced with his regulations—— 
wanted to make it easy for him to get his | 
pension. There were cases where it} Mp. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes. 
would be necessary to have some sort of 
evidence, and these were the cases which 
would be carried up to the pension officer. 
There might be some cases of difficulty, 
but for these there were elaborate regu- | object of the Lords Amendment, then he 
lations, and therefore on these grounds | did not quarrel with the decision at which 
he moved to disagree with the Lords | the right hon. Gentleman had arrived. 
Amendment. | 
; ; | Lorp R. CECIL did not think the 
« Motion made, and Question proposed, | right hon. Gentleman had really done 
That this House doth disagree with justice to the Amendment. It did not 
the Lords in the said Amendment.” require the production of official docu- 


The right hon. Gentleman had not shown 
the House these regulations, but he was 
quite ready to accept the statement. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Ifthe right hon. 
Gentlemanconsidered that the regulations 
would be more effective for attaining the 


ments in every case, nor at the cost of the 
Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) | pensioner; it merely said that where it 
said the object which the Lords had in| was practicable a certificate should be 





— 
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provided, but the committee had the 
alternative of doing without it; 


pursued. He did not envy the position 
of a pension officer in certain parts of the 
United Kingdom who, in doubt as to 
the age of the applicant, demanded the 
certificate. That was a much less work- 
able arrangement than to indicate on the 
face of the Bill that official evidence 
when required should be procured, not at 
the expense of the applicant, but at the 
expense of the pension committee, who 
should themselves say the particular 
instances into which the pension officer 
vas to be entitled to inquire, The right 
hon. Gentleman said the regulations were 
in draft, but that he could not present 
them until he final form of the 
Bill. 


knew the 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he had 
them all r adv. 


Lorp R. CECIL said that if thev had 
seen them in draft Members would know 
what thev were doing. So much was 
left to regulation that practically all that 
the House had done was to tellthe Govern- 
ment to draw up a scheme for old-age 
pensions. It would have been better had 
the Government present “| the draft 
regulations at the earliest stage for dis- 
eussion, and afterwards amended them 
if necessarv. Ee did not propose to 
divide the House on this Amendment 
after what the right hon. Gentleman had 
said, 


Question put, and agreed to, 


Lords Amendment— 

“In page |, line 22, after the word * must ’ 
to insert the words ‘satisfy the pension 
authorities that.’ ” 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that this 
was really a drafting Amendment, and he 
did net think that it really mattered 
much. If the Lords thought they were 
better than the words of the Bill he was 
not disposed to quarrel with them; it 
was a pure matter of drafting. Then in 
line 24 thev would have to put in the 
word “ has ” stead of * have.” 


Motion made, and Question, ““ That | 


this House doth agree with the Lords in 


the said Amendment,” put, and agreed to. ! 
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merely an indication of the method to be | ‘ 
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Lords Amendments 


] 


“In page 2, line 24, to leave out the first 
have,’ and to insert the words * he has,’ and to 
leave out the second * |} ind to insert the 
word * has.’ ” 

“In page 2, line 1, to leave out the words 
“means of the,’ and after the word * person,’ 
* must satisfy the pension 
authorities that his yearly means.’ ” 


to insert the words 


*In page 2, line 2, to leave out the word 


* must,’ and to insert the word * do.’ ” 
Asreed to. 


{mendment moved 


‘ 
\ 
V 


In page 2, line 


word * until’ to the 
9°” 


, to leave out from the 
vord * Parliament’ in line 


*Mr. SPEAKER: It appears to me 
hat this is also a privilege Amendment, 
and the effect of it might he to varv 
the period of disqualification. The Bill 
savs the period of disqualification shall 
he determined on 3ist December, 1910; 


t if these words were struck out the 
neriod would e indeterminate ; it 
light he shorter or longer time ; 
they would, at all events, varv the 
period the House has fixed. I therefore 


onsider this a privilege Amendment. 

** That 
this House doth disagree with the Lords 
in the said Amendments,’ —(WVr. :Lloyd- 
(reorge. ) 


Motion made, and Question, 


-put, and avreed to. 


1 

Lords Amendment 
‘In page 2, line 34, to leave out the word 
‘for,’ and to insert the words * during the 


last.’ ” 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that this 
] 


largely aw ques 


Was very 
Thev had had a discussion about it, on 
the initiative, he thought, of the noble 
Lord the Member for Marvlebone, and 
they had then decided to stand by the 
draftsman. He 


ion of drafting. 


words of their owh 
moved to disagree. 


Motion made, and, Question proposed, 
* That this House doth disagree witht e 
Lords in the said Amendment.” 


Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) 
said he did not quite understand the 
sround on which the right hon. Gentle- 
man refused the Amendment. He had 
|informed them quite clearly that the 
Government intended the words to 
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mean that a person should not be dis- | 


qualified if he had continuously for the 
last ten vears up to attaining the age 
of sixty made certain payments, and it 
seemed desirabie that that should 
made as clear as words could make 
it. This Amendment would leave no 
doubt in anvbody’s mind, and they 
clearly carried out the expressed in- 
tentions of the Government. In the 
interests of clearness and of the avoidance 
of litigation the House would be well- 
advised to consider whether it would 
not do well to accept the Amendment. 


1 
be 


Mr. A. J. 


BALFOUR said he quite 


| 


| 
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té 
Ste 


ige: that policy had been stated very 
airly by the right hon. Gentleman, and he 
hought the words they had inserted, and 
which they proposed to stand by, quite 
adequately expressed that intention. Ee 


¢ 
i 
t 


| agreed that the Lords Amendment would 


| of 


agreed that this was not a very im-| 


portant point, but he could not 
as at present advised that it was merely 


one of drafting, and he was very anxious | 
to know exactly what the policy of the | 


Government was as expressed by these 
words. Judging by what had fallen 


from the Chancellor of the Exchequer | 


it appeared that in the opinion of the 
Government there was no question of 


substance involved. He was not sure 
that that was so. Was it not the case 
that if the Lords Amendment were 
accepted the mere omission of one | 


month in the last ten vears would dis- 
qualify ? On the other hand, if the 
Government form were taken was it not 
also the fact that any ten vears since the 
man was eighteen and 


seventeen or 


began to earn wages, would enable the | 


pension to be given 
satisfied with the Lords’ drafting 
with the Government’s drafting either. 


or 


He was not quite | 


He took it that the Government were | 


reluctant to make the mere omission 
ten years a disqualification. There 
agreed with them, and he thought the 
Lords Amendment was too stringent. 
On the other hand the Government form 


was far too lax. 


agree | 


He wondered whether | 


the Government could not arrange, 
perhaps not ther but before the | 
Bill was finally settled, some form 
of words which would meet the 


general view of the Government, the 
rest of the House, and the House of 
Lords. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


be too severe; he preferred the words 
as they were inserted originally, more 
especially as the Eouse had accepted 
them at the time, with the exceptio: 
dissentients. It the 
expression of the general sense of the 
Louse, and he ‘ot disposed to 
depart from it. 


a few was 


Was 1} 


Lorp R. CECIL said he left in 
complete doubt as to what the real in- 
tention of the Government was. In the 
Report stage the Government said that 
what they intended was that a man should 
have a subscriber to a_ friendly 
society for the ten vVears immediately 
preceding attaining the age of sixty. 
Now the Chancellor of the Exchequer said 
in hischarming manner that he quite agreed 
with his right hon. friend as to what the 
House ought to do. But he understood 
that his right hon. friend put two alterna- 
tives before the Government and did not 
express agreement with either, but reall) 


was 


been 


expressed a wish to have a_ diferent 
solution of the question. 
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE thought the 


Leader of the Opposition put to him 
the specific case of rural societies which 
had become insolvent, and appealed to 
him to take that into account. That 
was why on the whole he preferred words 
which were not too absolutely stringent, 
and he thought the words of the Com- 


| 4 . > 
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of a month or two months in the last | ORS ‘Wert better for that very 1 ree 
he | that it would enable them to take into 
|} account 


of that kind. If that 
society became bankrupt, through no 
fault of the person who had paid sub- 
scriptions all his life, just a year or two 
before he attained sixty, it was a case 
which they ought to take into account. 
and he responded to the appeal of the 
Leader of the Opposition. He preferred 


cases 


| the words as they stood. 


Lorp R. CECIDL said the right hon. 
Gentleman now deliberately said that 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE thought they | he preferred vague words which left the 
had made the policy of the Govern-| matter in dispute to words which were 
ment abundantly clear on the Report | precise and defined what the meaning 


Mr. Bowles. 
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of the House actually was. That was 
what it came to. That was a most extra- 
ordinary conclusion and was entirely 
different from the position taken up 
on Report, when the right hon. 
Gentleman said, with all the authority 
of the Government draughtsman behind 
him, that they meant exactly what they 
said they meant, that a man must have 
subscribed for the ten vears up to attain- 
ing the age of sixty, and that they 
insisted on the they 
were so clear. The right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for South Dublin made 
an appeal to him in an especially hard 
case, and he said he would introduce 
words to deal with the case if he could. 
Now he said the words were not clear, 
and because they were not clear he 
hoped they would be able to get round 
the difficulties mentioned by the right 
hon. Gentleman the Member for South 
Dublin. Surely that was a most admir- 
able instance of the absurdity to which 
they had been put in the discussion of 
this Bill. He hoped the Government, 


words because 


if they could not accept the Lords 
Amendment, would draft an Amend- 
ment which really carried out their 


wishes. It seemed perfectly clear that 
the words contained in the Bill were 
doubtful. The Leader of the Opposition 
spoke without favour to the Lords 
Amendment, or to the policy of con- 
tinuous payment for ten years, or dis- 
continuous payment, and what he re- 
garded as perfectly plain was that the 
words meant that any ten years before 
attaining sixty would do. Surely it 
was absurd for the Government to say 
that the words were perfectly clear. It 
was plain beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that they were not clear, but did they 
carry out what the Government. said 
was their original intention? If they 
now said that was not their meaning, it 
was quite open to them to move to amend 
the Lords Amendment or to sav they 
would introduce in the other House 
words which would make their meaning 
plain. 


Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich) hoped the 
House would disagree with the Lords 
Amendment. The noble Lord was verv 
particular about thrifty persons not 
being handicapped, but let him put a 
simple case, that of a man who had made 
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a bit of money up to forty-five or fifty, 


| went into business, and at sixty entirely 


failed, through no fault of his own. 
There were many in the unions who had 
failed in that way. Because in the last 
ten years of his life he had been away 
from his friendly society and come into 


‘poverty he was to be shut out, and the 


Lords had put in this cast-iron rule. 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, §.) 
said he had taken a somewhat active part 
in the original discussion on the Report 
stage, and he did not quite agree with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer that 
an agreement was arrived at, because, 
as far as he was concerned, he said 
he was not satisfied with the language 
as it stood in the Bill, and he 
hoped the Government would find 
it possible to amend it. The hon. 
Gentleman who had just sat down had 
given one hard case; but he thought he 
had entirely lost sight of the second 
class of case which was raised at an 
earlier stage. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had referred only to one 
class of case where a society lapsed 
through bad management, and a man 
suffered through no fault of his own. 
There were plentv of cases where a man 
having failed to maintain his subscription 
and his membership having lapsed, the 
society reinstated him into his former 
position. The words of the Bill would 
would exclude such a case. He 
sidered the Amendment restrictive and 
unfair, and he could not vote for it. 
Still, he felt strongly that what the Leader 
of the Opposition had said ought to be 
listened to. He believed that when the 
Bill came to be translated into action, 
words such as those in question would 
lead to difficultv and in some cases to 
the greatest possible injustice. Perhaps 
the point might be cleared up by the 
regulations. There must of necessity 
be difficulties in the phraseology of 
such a Bill which could only be cleared 
up by means of regulations. The 
House had not seen the regulations, 
and would be proceeding in the dark. 
But the fault for which the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was arraigned was one 
which had also been committed by others 
He himself had declined to produce regula- 
tions when Bills were in progress, because 
it was impossible for the permanent 


con- 
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they had the whole Bill before them. | 
All they could do was to frame part of | 
the regulations governed by the main 
principle of the Bill. Difficult points of 
this kind could not be dealt with by 
regulation till the Bill was complete. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD oF THE TREASURY (Mr. 
AsquitH, Fifeshire. E.): 
appears to agree that it would be un- 
desirable toaecept the Lords Amendment, 
which, so far from bettering the position, 
would make it worse by imposing greater 
stringency than this House intended 
and than right hon. Gentlemen opposite 
contemplated. We have only power to 
accept the Lords Amendment, to reject 
it, or to amend it. I do not see any 
means by which it could be amended 
which would make it adequate to the 
requirements of the case. I think the 
suggestion of the right hon. Gentleman 
who has just sat down is the right one. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concurs, 
and it appears to us that, under the very 
wide language of the regulation section, 
a regulation might be made which would 
adequately deal with this particular 
case. If so, that would be better than 
adopting hard and fast words in the Bill. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 


said the words ct the Bill were “if 


he has continuously for ten years up 
to attaining the age of sixty.” He 
was inclined to think that a Court of 


Justice might construe that as meaning 
continuously during the last ten vears. 
He suggested tha if he has 
continuously during a considerable part 
of the last ten vears ” would be better. 


re | - san 66 
the words 


Lorp R. CECIL asked if it was com- 
petent for Fouse to omend the 
Lords t, and then make any 


the 
Amendment, 
necessary consequential Amendment, 


*Mr. SPEAKER: If the Lords Amend- 
ment is agreed to, it is competent for this 
House to make any consequential Amend- 
ment. 


Lords Amendment disagreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 


‘*¢ In page 3, line 17, after the word ‘and’ to 


{COMMONS} 


| Bill. 
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officials to prepare the regulations till | to which he is sentenced exceeds one month he 


shall be disqualified.’ ” 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Tam of opinion that 
this is a privilege Amendment. It ex- 
tends very largely the benefits of th 
The effect of it is to remove th 
ten vears disqualification from persons 
sentenced to imprisonment of less thar 


jone month—that is, it limits disqualifi- 


Everybody | 


cation for ten vears to persons who are 
sentenced to more than one month. The 
effect of this will probably be to exclude 


a smaller number of persons; in other 


words, to add a certain number, Ac- 
cordingly, it varies the charge. I may 


point out, however, to the House that 
the door is always open to the Hous 
not to insist on its privilege, if it desires 
to accept an Amendment. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I should like 
to know whether the Government  pro- 
pose to insist upon their privilege. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes: I movi 
that the House disagree with the Lords 
in the said Amendment. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth disagree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.”—(dr. 
Lloud-Ceorge. ) 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I understand 
that the Amendment removes what is 
a manifest hardship in the Bill, and J 
should have thought the Government 
would have seized the opportunity of 
asking the House to waive its right and 
accept the Amendment. Iam the more 
surprised that they have not taken the 
opportunity which the Lords have given 
them of modifving the Bill in favour of 
the pensioner, seeing that, as I under- 
stand, the Amendment was either moved 
or accepted by their representative. As 
to the action which the Government are 
now taking—action for which they have 
given no reason whatever—it appears 
that in their desire not to accept an 
Amendment of the Lords they deliber- 
ately refuse what is admitted to be an 
improvement in the Bill. 


Mr. JESSE COLLINGS (Birmingham, 


| Bordesley) asked if they were to under- 


istand that the Lords Amendment 
'tended the number of those who would 


ex- 


insert the words ‘if the term of imprisonment | be applicants tor old-age pensions. 


Mr. Walter Long. 
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*Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) 
said that the terms of the Amend- 
ment tended to modify this clause verv 
considerably and removed possibilities 
of verv great injustice. He regretted 
the decision of the Government, but 
would vote with them. 


Kart WINTERTON (Sussex, Hor- 
sham) hoped that after that debate the 
assertion would no longer be made in 
the constituencies that the Liberal 
Government were the only people whe 
were in favour of old-age pensions. 


Lorp R. CECIL desired to move 
that the House should not insist on its 
privileges in the case of this Amendment. 
In the absence of some such Amendment 
serious injustice might be inflicted. If 
a carter was convicted of not having 
his cart lighted, or of being asleep in 
his cart, and the magistrates imposed 
a sentence of imprisonment without 
the option of a fine, he might find 
himself absolutely disqualified for a 
pension. That was a_ perfectly out- 
rageous proposal. 


Mr. ASQUITH: I do not think, so 
far as I can form a judgment, that the 
effect of the insertion of these words 
would be anything like so great in extent 
as seems to be supposed. But we are 
here dealing with a question which in 
my opinion is of the greatest importance 
to the procedure and privileges of this 


{31 JuLy 1903} 


Pensions Pill. 1982 


House. If the House, whatever may be 
its opinion on the merits or demerits 
of a comparatively small change in the 
Bill, were to allow the precedent—it 
would be a precedent—to be set of 
accepting an Amendment of this kind, 
in my opinion we should very greatly 
impair the rights and privileges we 
have alwavs hitherto asserted, and we 
should be doing so for a price which is 
not worth exacting. On that ground 
I ask the House to refuse to agree with 
the Amendment. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I put the 
point of order, are there not countless 
precedents for this House waiving its 
privileges in these matters and accepting 
an Amendment from the Lords which 
technically violates its privileges ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: I think almost 
every vear, certainly very frequently, 
this House does not insist upon its 
privilege. It accepts Amendments, and 
in sending a message to the other House 
the statement is made that this House 
does not insist upoli its privilege. 


Mr. LUPTON expressed the hope 
that the Government would accept the 
Amendment. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 145 ; Noes, 
33. (Division List No. 239.) 


AYES 


Asquith, Rt.Hn. Herbert Henry | Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, £.) | Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 


Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) } Cooper, G. J 
Barnard, FE. B. } 
Barnes, G. N. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

3irrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Bowerman, C. W. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
3urns, Rt. Hon. John 

Buxton, Rt.Hn.Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Causton,RtHn. Richard Knight 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. Winston S. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 
Clynes, J. R 


Cotton, Sir H 


Cowan, W. H 


Dewar, Sir J 


Essex, R. W. 


Ferens, T. R. 





Crooks, William 

Davies. Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies,Sir W.Howell{ Bristol.S 
A. (Inverness-sh. ) 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, Jemes 

Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 


Everett, R. Lacey 
Faber, G. H. ( Boston) 


Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gladstone, RtHn. Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 


Goddard, Sir Danie! Ford 
Cooch. George Pe abody (Bath) 


Greenwood, G. (Peterborough 


Corbett,C H(Sussex,E.Grinst’d | Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
J. 8. | Hall, Frederick 


Harcourt, RtHn.L.( Rossendale 
Harcourt, Robert V.( Montrose) 
Hardie.J. Keir( Merthyr Tydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harvey. A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.( Derbyshire, N.E. 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Howard, Hon. Geofirey 
Hudson, Walter 

Lilingworth, Perey H. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 


Kekewich, Sir George 
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Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
King,Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lupton, Arnold 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.( Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
Macpherson, J. T. 

M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
Mallet, Charles E. 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W.(Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 
Middlebrook, William 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, Hon. FE. S. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.F.) 
Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir Alex. F 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, RtHn. A.J.(City Lond.) 
Banbury,Sir Frederick George 
3owles. G. Stewart 

Burke, FE. Havilan¢ - 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, &. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lora John P. Joicey- 


Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) | 


Lords Amendment— 
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' Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 


Murphy, John (Kerry, East) 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 


| Parker, James (Halifax) 


Pickersgill, Edward Hare 


| Ponsonby, Arthur A. W. H. 


| Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 


tea, Walter Russell ‘Scarboro’ 


| Roberts, Charles H (Lincoln) 


Robson, Sir William (Snowden) 
Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 
Samuel, Herbert L (Cleveland) 
Schwann, Sir C. E.( Manchester) 
Seaverns, J. H 

Seddon, J. 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Albert (Stafis, 


N.W.) 


| Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 


Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 


NOES, 


Collings, Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh'm 
Esmonde, Sir Thorias 

Forster, Henry William 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Guinress, Walter Edward 
Halpin, J. 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
Heaton, John Heniniker 
Hope,James Fitzalan(Sheftield) 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir John H. 
Kettle, Thomas Michael 

Long. Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublia.s) 
Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down,S) 
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| Stuart, James (Sunderland) 


Taylor, Theodore C.(Radclifie) 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Thorne, William (West Ham) 
Tomkinson, James 
Wadsworth, J. 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 
Ward,John (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
Wardle, George J. 

Waring, Walter 

Wason,. RtHn.£.(Clackmannan 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Pumbartonshire) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Wilson. Hon. G. G. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr 
Joseph Pease and Master ¢ 
Elibank. 


Magnus, Sir Philip 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor, ohn (Kildare, N.) 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh. 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Winterton, Far! 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Vis- 
count Valentia and Lord 
Edmund Talbot. 





“In page 4, line 2, after the word ‘ him,’ to 
insert the words ‘as to produce the largest 
income that can be reasonably obtained from 
ite? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I want to 
submit to you, Sir, that this is an infringe- 
ment of the privileges of this House. 
The effect of it would undoubtedly be to 
diminish the number of those who could 
claim a pension. The effect of the Lords 
Amendment is this. The pension officer 
would be obliged to recognise the income 
of a man, not in accordance with what 
it actually is, but in accordance with 
what it ought to be if he invested his 
money in a different way. For instance, 
if he invested it in Consols, the pension 
officer might say : “‘ You are only getting 
2} per cent. for your money, and you 
shou'd invest it at 5 per cent.,” or, if he 


had £200 in the Post Office Savings 
Bank, he might say: ‘* You ought not to 
invest it in the Post Office Savings Bank. 
If you were to invest it in some industrial 
security which you might acquire you 
would get 53 per cent.” That would 
have the effect of diminishing the number 
of those who could claim a pension, apart 
altogether from the merits, and conse- 
quently I submit on the question of 
privilege that it is an interference with the 
privileges of the Commons. because it is 
quite clear that under the words as they 
stood originally the pension officer would 
have no right at all to tell a man who 
claims a pension to invest his money 
at 4, or 44, or 54 per cent. instead of 
putting it in the Post Office Savings Bank 
or in Consols. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I have considered 
this question, and I think the Lords 





d 
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words : “‘ profitably used.” Who is to 
say whether a man has properly or im- 
properly used his money? What is 
intended by the words, ‘“‘ profitably 
used”? These are vague general words, 
and it seems to me that the explanation of 
the words is that the money is so invested 
“as to produce the largest income that 
can be reasonably obtained from it.” 
An investment in Consols would not 
in many instances, but might in 
others. be the largest income that 
could be reasonably obtained. That is 
a matter of argument. I think that it 
would be the doctrine of privilege run 
mad to insist upon this as a breach of 
privilege. The House may or may not 
accept the Amendment, as it pleases. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that in 
that case he moved that the House dis- 
agree with the Lords Amendment on the 
ground that it practically directed a man 
to invest his money in something that 
would produce more than tiie 24 or 23 
per cent. which it would produce if 
invested in Government securities. It 
was not desirable that the House of 
Commons should practically drive a man 
away from investing in Government 
securities. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said it was 
clear that the right hon. Gentleman had 
never considered the merits of this 
question. The Government had sent up 
to the House of Lords a most slovenly 
piece of work, and the House of Lords 
had dealt with a plain and obvious blot 
in the Bill. A man had a choice between 
investing his money in some permanent 
security, like Consols, or of putting it in 
a building society, in a trade union, or in 
buying an annuity. If such an investor 
remained content witha small return only, 
he was able to preserve the corpus of his 
property for his children and, at the same 
time, to get a pension for himself from 
the State. The House ought to make 
up its mind how it meant to deal with 
the case. Ifa man possessed the money 
thev ought not to encourage him to secure 
a provision for his old-age out of the 
taxpayers’ money while leaving the 
corpus of his property to his children. 
If, on the other hand, they said it was 


desirable that people should leave their | 
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money to their children, and that they 
should be encouraged to invest their 
property in Consols or a similar security, 
rather than in a trade union or benefit 
society, then, at all events, let them say 
that that was their policy. He did not 
think it was a justifiable policy, but 
the Government had not, throughout the 
whole course of the debates, given one 
single word of explanation of what it was 
they meant. The case, which was really 
one of substance, might be put plainly 
and simply in this form. A man had 
£200 invested in some 
mortgage. This brought him in, say, 
£6 or £7 a vear. If he had only this £6 
or £7, he hada right, when he was seventy, 
to come down on the State and Say: 
a week.” But he had 
the £200 to leave to his children. Was 
that what they wanted to encourage ? 
Let them make up their minds. If the 
man, instead of accumulating these few 
hundred pounds, had spent his money 
in contributions to a benefit soeiety or to 
a trade union or in the purchase of a life 
annuity, he would have a larger income, 
he would have a smaller claim on the 
State, and he would not have the corpus 
of his property to leave to his children. 
He thought the Government should say 
under which of these two plans they 
meant to take their stand. It would 
make all the difference in the working of 
any scheme of old-age pensions. The 
language of the Bill should be made 
perfectly clear. Which of these two 
things did the Government mean? He 
submitted that the Lords were per- 
fectly justified in trying to make the 
language and policy of the Bill 
perfectly clear. Whether their solu- 
tion was the right one was another 
question, but that the House of Commons 
had never been allowed to argue. 


Consols or 


** Give me 5s. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said the right 
hon. Gentleman had asked him a question 
and, with the leave of the House, he 
would answer it by putting to him the 
specific case of a man who had £200 
saved up and who had a_ family 
dependent on him—let them say an un 
married daughter. 


Mr. A. 


my case. 


J. BALFOUR: That is not 
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{COMMONS} 
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he did | by him.” 


not say it was the case of the right hon. | 


Gentleman. But the case the right hon. 
Gentleman put to the House was of a 
man with £200 saved up, which he 
could leave to his children. His case 


was: Suppose the man had an un- 
married daughter living with him. What 
the right hon. Gentleman said was 


that in that case they ought to force—— 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he must 
interrupt. The right hon. Gentleman 


' the 
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Pensions Bill. 


Did that or did it not 
mean that account should be taken of 
income which might reasonably 
be obtained from the property ? Unless 
the words meant that, thev had no ad- 
ministrative or practical meaning at all; 
and the sole effect of the Amendment 
was to make that apparent. The right 
hon. Gentleman gave an instance ofan old 
man with an unmarried daughter looking 
after him, and said that it would be very 
unfair indeed for him to have to buy an 


| annuity and leave his unmarried daughter 


was putting into his mouth, as an illus- | 
} ° ‘ 
But was it quite clear that under the 


tration, a case which he had not put. 
Let them suppose that the owner of the 


£200 wanted to leave his money, not to | 


an unmarried daughter living at home, 
but to a nephew who was extremely 
well-off in America. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE did not think 
the man with £200 would take the 
same trouble to save his money for 
a rich nephew in America that he 
would if he had some one dependent 
upon him in his own house. He 
would take an illustration which was 
a more practical and a more usual one, 
that of an old man who had an 
unmarried daughter, or it might be a 
widowed daughter, looking after him. 
He was seventy-two or seventy-three, 
and the right hon. Gentleman said he 
must buy an annuity with his £200. 
He bought an annuity. He might live 
six months, and then, at his death, he 
left those dependent on him absolutely 
penniless. The right hon. Gentleman 
called upon them to decide what the 
Government were going to do in such a 
case. 
by the Bill, which would not impose 
upon such a man the necessity of buying 
an annuity, which he might only enjoy 
for two or three months and then leave 
those dependent on him penniless. 


Mr. BOWLES said he did not know 


His reply was that they stood | 


who was dependent upon him penniless. 


clause as it stood without the Lords 
Amendment the man might not be forced 
to do so? Could the right hon. Gentle- 
man point to the words which would 
enable the old man to say to the pension 
officer: “I am not bound to do it: 
[ resist your demand, and I will not 
an annuity, and nevertheless, you will 
have to give me a pension.” As the 
Bill stood, as it left this House, it was 
perfectly open to the pension officer to 
suggest—he was not at all sure that it 
would not be the duty of the pension 
officer to sav: ‘“‘ No: vou have £200: 
so long as you have that £200 invested 
in Consols, I cannot grant vou a pension, 
and that on the ground that vou are not 
profitably using vour £200 within the 
meaning of subsection (3) of Clause 4 
of the Act.” That was the point. The 
sole effect of this Amendment was to 
make it clear that they were to take into 
account the property of the man, the use 
which he made of it, and whether that 
was the largest income he could reason- 
ably obtain from it. The Amendment 
would remove all doubt upon that point. 


yUN 


Mr. GOULDING (Worcester) said that 
thiswas another of the clauseswhich, owing 
to the operation of the guillotine, the 
House had had no opportunity whatever 


| of discussing. 


what the Government really intended by | 


this part of the Bill. 
that the means of a person for the 
purposes of the Act should be “ the 
yearly income which might be expected 
to be derived from any property 
belonging to that person which, though 
capable of investment or profitable use, 
is not so invested or profitably used 


Did they mean 





Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : 


discussed. 


This 


was 


Mr. GOULDING: The right hon. 
Gentleman is wrong. This particular pro- 
vision was not discussed at all. 
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : It was dis- 


cussed. The Leader of the Opposition, 
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certainly, and the noble Lord the Mem- 
ber for Marylebone, put this dilemma 
in the debate. Whether the answer was 
satisfactory or not is another matter, 
but it certainly was debated. 

Mr. GOULDING said the right hon. 
Gentleman forgot that it was put to him 
as the guillotine was falling, and there 
whatever of anv 
the matter. He 
it for the hie of him see why the 


was No opportunity 
further (liscussion of 
could ) 
right hon, 


the very 


Gentleman could not accept 
Amendment In- 
Surely it was noi 


reasonable 
the Lords. 
desirable to encourage the poor to hoard 
their money, to hide it in a 
They should rather encourage them to 
invest it. The Amendment gave a dis- 
tinct guide and direction to those who 


“ig 
sertec. by 





stocking. 


were to estimate the vearlv income to see 
that 
to invest the money instead of hoarding 


it. 


reasonable precautions were taken 


Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston) asked the 
what thes 
by the we ris the vearly income 


Government to explain 


meait 
which might be expected to be derived 
from any 


? 


—s 39 
DV fy. 


property “if profitably used 
Take the 


unmarried daughter 


case of a mar 


with at owning a 
piece of land which he was holding up. He 
was getting no income out of it, but he 
was holding it up for the benefit of his un- 
married daughter, because he knew that 
at the time of his cleath this land would 
have ripened and would be worth more. 
What was the pension officer to do ina 
Was he to sav that 


Le ++] 1 - 
this man was entitled toa pension or pot / 


; : 
case of that kind 7 


Mr. JESSE COLLINGS said that. t 
his mind, the Lords Amendment would 
increase the hardship in rural ¢ 
toa considerable extent. Many cottagers 
had household gods such as old elocks. 
old brass candlesticks, warming-pans, and 
china which had been in their families 
for a hundred years or more and which 
they valued for themselves. There were 
collectors who would be quite ready 
and willing to give £59 or £100 for the con- 
tents of these cottages, because there was 
animmense demand for these articles, and 
under the Bill that value would have 
to be capitalised and the interest reckoned 
as part of the income of the cottager, 


istric ts 
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1 he had no doubt the pension 


althou 


. 
view 


House 


Amendment. 


Very ienlelt 


hoped the 


would take a 
eases. He 


: } 
resis Tike Lords 


ofhicer 


ot su I 


wi ruled 
The 
he hadi 


J 
Such property as these people might have 
i I A I 


clause itself, ior the reasons 


was an unjust one. 


stated, 


which from the point of view of sentiment 


4 } | 1: Do tele 
ther would hot sell. but Which collee or 
trom £25 to 


value at anything 
£]/ 0. should not he regarded as property 


would 


Tron which an income could be che rived. 
Mr. A. J. BALFOUR, by leave of the 
House, asked the Attorney - General 
whether, in his view of the clause, a man 
who sold the remainder of a life annuity 
and invested the some 
permanent investment would or would 
not be * ilirectly or indirectly depriving 
himself of any income or property in order 
to qualify himself for the receipt of an 
under subsection 3. 


proceeds in 


- . 9 
Olldi-age pension 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir W. 
toBsoN, South Shields) said he ¢ ertainly 
would say, so far as his own opinion was 
concerned, that a bona fide act of the kind 
described by the right hon. Gentleman 
would not be an attempt within the 
meaning of the section which forbids a 
man to deprive himself of his income. 
It would be a perfectly reasonable and 
legitimate change of investment. The 
clause was directed against the person 
who obviously intended to bring himself 
within the scope of the Bill by lessening 
his income for that purpose. A reason- 
able change by a man in the use of his 
money, still retaining it in profitable use, 
would not bring him within the penalties 
laid dewn in the clause. As the Bill 
stood it sought to prevent hoarding, and 
it said that any man possessed of property 
must put it to a profitable use. The 
inquiry of the pension officer went to that 
extent only. But the Amend- 
ment would push the inquiry very much 
further, and the pension officer would 
have to go, not merely into the broad 
general question as to whether a man was 
profitably using his money, but into the 
question of how he had exercised his 
judgment in the use of that money, 
whether he had done it reasonably or 
He had rather gathered 
that the Opposition objected to the great 
scope already given to the inquiry by the 


Li re Is 
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pension officer: they were seeking now 
to push that inquiry into a sphere of a 
very dangerous character. They would 
make a mistake if, under cover of pre- 
venting fraud, they proceeded to stimu- 
late reckless and improvident investment. 


Sir H. NORMAN (Wolverhampton, 
8.) said the case which might arise was 
even stronger than had been stated by 
the Leader of the Opposition. A man 
of seventy otherwise qualified might 
have £739 invested in Consols. With 
£266 he could purchase himself a Post 
Office annuity of 13s. a week and still 
have £470 of his original capital invested 
in Consols. There was an even stronger 
case. An old couple of seventy living 
together might have £2,218 invested in 
Consols, and still, if they chose, draw 
from the State a pension of 2s. a week. 
He was perfectly aware that not many 
cases of that sort would arise, but, at 
the same time, the point could hardly 
be dismissed by a humorous observa- 
tion, 


Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Univer- 
sitv) asked whether old furniture, an 
old clock. or ornaments and things of 
that sort, in the poss*ssion of these per- 
sons would come under (b) or (c). If it 
fell under (b) there would be no danger, 
but if it fell under (c) it was another 
matter. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he did 
not think that under the Bill, as it stood, 
the old clock would be taken into account 
at all by the pension officer. But if 
the Lords Amendment were inserted it 
would undoubtedly be taken into account. 


Mr. CROOKS said it appeared to him 
that some people wanted to turn the 
pension agent into a touting agent for 
speculative builders. He thought this 
was legislation for poor people. Could 
anyone imagine a man who had toiled 
for a daily wage for seventy years develop- 
ing into a speculator? They would 
never find a working man who had put 
by £2,200. He had a better opinion of 
the Englishman than to believe that 
he would descend to subterfuges of the 
kind suggested in order to obtain a pension. 
That might be the view of the noble Lord 
and other hon. Gentlemen who had an 


Sir W. Robson. 
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intimate knowledge of the criminal 
classes, but after all, the majority of 
the people were not of the criminal 


class. The whole opposition to this 
declaration was frivolous. Those sup- 


porting it did not know what they were 
talking about. He had never come 
across these working men with hundreds 
of pounds. He wished he had. He 
did not believe they existed save in the 
imagination of those who were opposing 
this declaration. 


Lorp R. CECIL said the last speech 
rather confirmed a doubt which he had 
felt as to whether those who called 
themselves Labour Members really knew 
anything about the subject. The hon. 
Member had suggested that it was 
impossible to find a working man who 
had saved any money. 


Mr. CROOKS: Nothing of the sort. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Of course, the man 
who had saved £2,000 would be an 
extreme case. The point of the dis- 
cussion was a_ perfectly simple one, 
and it had not been met by the Govern- 
ment. At present subsection (c) of 
the clause was absolutely vague, it 
might mean one thing in one case and 
another thing in another, and the result 
would be that in some districts pen- 
sions would be given under one set 
of terms, in others under another set 
of terms. That could not be desirable. 
All the Lords did was to make a guess at 
what the House meant and to try to put 
it into clear language. If thev meant, 
as the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that people were not to be forced 
to buy an annuity, but could invest their 
money in any way they liked, then let 
them say so in the Bill. The point was 
that the Bill teemed with instances where 
the meaning was left absolutely vague 
and unclear, which must lead to injustice. 
He confessed that the Attorney-General’s 
speech seemed to him, if he might say so, 
not really to deal with the point. He 
said they could not put on the pension 
officer the duty of inquiring whether the 
investment had been made _ profitably 
or not; but the subsection itself said— 

“ The yearly income which might be expected 
to be derived from any property belonging to 
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that person which, though capable of invest- 
ment or profitable use, is not so invested or 
profitably used.” 

That was to say, if there was property 
which was not profitably used so as 
to produce the income expected to 
be derived from that property, then the 
property was not being dealt with in the 
way directed by the Bill. That was a 
view which it was possible for any pension 
committee to take, and if the House were 
to deal with the thing fairly they should 
make their meaning clear. It was farcical 
to sav that they had discussed this 
matter, which he thought was _ inter- 
rupted by the fall of the guillotine. 
It had never been discussed by the 
House, and despite the humorous obser- 
vations of the hon. Member for Woolwich 
he thought this was a proper opportunity 
to discuss the matter. He thought the 
right Gourse would be to agree to the 
Lords Amendment, and_ then 
quently to amend that so as to carry out 
the true intention of the House. 


subse- 


Mr. MOND (Chester) said they had 
onlv lot of round, 
and the more they gave to the people 
who did not want it the less they would 
have for the people who did want it. 
As far as he could see, the case of capital 
was provided for in the Australian and 
New Zealand schemes, and if persons 
owned more than a certain amount of 
money they were not entit'ed to a pen- 
sion. He had always been surprised 
that no provision of that kind was made 
in the Bill. He did not think the Lords 
Amendment met that point, but he 
suggested that it might be possible 
to draft the regulations so as to meet it. 


one money to go 


Mr. JAMES HOPE (Sheffield, Central) 
thought the Amendment as it stood 
vis open to the objections of his right 
hon. friend, and he therefore hoped 
it would not be agreed to. There was 
another point which he did not think 
had been touched upon. What was to 
become of the case of a man who had put 
money into the reversion of a small 
cottage property ? Would it be treated 
as if that property had to be sold and an 
income taken from it or not? For the 
time being there would be no income 
from it. Would any income be taken 
into account ? 


{31 JuLy 1908} 
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Question, ‘“‘That this House doth 
disagree with the Lords in the said 


Amendment” put, and agreed to. 


Lords 


* In page 5, line 20, at end, to insert the words 
*(d) If any person is aggrieved by the refusal 
or neglect of a local pension committee to con- 
sider a claim for a pension, or to determine 
any question referred to them, that person 
may apply in the prescribed manner to the 
central pension authority, and that authority 
may, if they consider that the local pensiot 
committee have refused or neglected to con- 
sider and determine the claim or question 
within a reasonable time, themselves consider 
and determine the claim or question in the same 
manner as on an appeal from the decision of the 
local pension committee.’ ” 


Amendment— 


Question * That this House doth agree 
With the Lords in the said Amendment ’”’ 
put, and agreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 


after subsection (d) to insert the 
The expression “ party aggrieved ” 
shall include a member of the said committee 
who has taken part in the consideration of the 
report and has dissented from the decision.’ ” 


* In page 5, 
words * (¢ 


Mr. LLOY D-GEORGE moved that the 
House should disagree with the Amend- 
ment. The that any 
member of the pension committee should 
have the right of appeal. He thought 
that very undesirable. It would 
add e! ormously to the expense, and the 
moment had got any political 
or other reason against a party to whom 


proposal was 


was 
anvone 


a pension Was granted, he could pester 
the Local Government Board, and enter 
into the whole matter again 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth disagree with 
the Lords in the said Amendment.”— 
(Mr. Lloyd-George.) 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said there was 
no definition in the Act. The right hon. 
Gentleman had criticised the definition 
given by the Lords of the person aggrieved 
and there might be substance in his criti- 
cism, but was he going to substitute any 
other definition ? The term “person ag- 
grieved ” might be so easilv interpreted 
that a definition was not required, and 
in that case it was only the would-be 
pensioner who had the right of appeal. 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Then that will 
be all right. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 

‘In page 5, line 30, at end, to insert the 
words ‘for the purposes of this subsection 
the expression ‘* borough” includes a metre- 
politan borough and the city of London, and 
the expression * council of a borough ” includes 
the council of a metropolitan borough, and as 
respects the city of London, the mayor, alder- 
men, and commons of the city of London in 
Common council assembled,’ ” 


*Mr. SPEAKER: This appears to be 
a privilege Amendment which alters the 
constitution of the body appointed bv 
this House to carry the Act into execu- 
tion, end in whom is vested the expendi- 
ture of the money to be granted. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE moved 
the House should disagree with 
Amendment. 


that 
the 


Motion made and Question, “* That the 
House doth disagree with the Lords in 
the said Amendment,” put, and agreed 
to. 


Lords Amendment— 


‘In page 5, after line 40, to insert as a 
new subsection *(3} The Local Government 
Board may appoint any person or any per- 
not exceeding three in number to be ¢ 
member or members of any local pensions 
committee, or of any sub-committee appointed 
by the latter, who shall, when appointed, have 
all the rights of ordinary members of such 
committees.’ ” 


sons 


*Mr. SPEAKER: This gives to the 
Local Government Board the power of 
varying the constitution of the body to 
whom the House has entrusted the 
expenditure of the money, and therefore 
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Lords Amendments— 


“In after line 6, to insert as a new 
subsection: *(6) Any reference in this Act to 
pension authorities shall be construed as a 
reference to the pension officer, the local pen- 
sion committee. and the central pension autho. 


rity, or to any one of them, as the 


page 6, 


case 
requires.” ” 


* In page 6, line 7, after the word obtaining, 
to insert the words * or containing.’ ” 


Avreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 


* In page 6, line 8 after the word ‘ Act.’ to 
insert the words * either for himself or for any 
other person, or for the purpose of obtaining 
or continuing an pension under this 
Act for himself or for any other person at a 
higher rate than that appropriate to the case.’ ” 


old-age 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE moved that 
the House should agree to the Amend- 
ment. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House ;doth agree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.’’—(Vr. 
Lloud-George.) 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he was glad 
the Government were doing all they 
could to strengthen this clause. because 
fears which were expressed at an earlier 
stage of the debate, that political organi- 
sations would be dragged into this matter, 
had already begun, unfortunately, to be 
fulfilled. He had just had put into his 
hands the copy of a letter from the 


| Downend and Soundwel! Liberal Associa- 
‘tion in these terms— 


I think this also ought-to be considered a | 


privilege Amendment. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE 
the House should disagree 
Amendment. 


moved that 
with the 


Motion made, ard Question, ‘* That 
this House doth disagree with the Lords 
in the said Amendment,’ put, and 
agreed to. 


* Dear Sir or Madam, —As you are probably 
aware, the present Liberal and free trade Govern- 
ment is making provision for an old-age pension. 
The above association is compiling a register 
for the district of persons who are seventy 
vears of age or will attain that age this year. 
The committee of the association desire to 
place their services at the disposal of any 
person who is eligible, and will assist such to 
obtain the pension.” 


If that kind of practice was to prevail, 
and if the experiment of obtaining old- 
age pensions was to fall into the hands 
of political organisations, on whatever 


iside they might be, they would produce 
jone of the gravest political scandals 


| possible. 


| 


This letter he believed to be 
authentic, and it had been put into his 
hands by an hon. Member who, at any 
rate, believed it to be authentic. He 
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regarded it as absolutely scandalous, and 
he hoped the Government would by 
every means in their power prevent such 
a state of affairs. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he agreed 
that it would be a grave misfortune and 
might easily become a disaster if a Bill 
of this sort was to be worked for the 
purposes of corruption, and therefore 
he strongly deprecated any attempt of 
that sort. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 
‘In page 6, line 9 after the word * repre- 
sentation,’ to insert the words * or if any person 
directly or indirectly deprives himself of any 
income or property in order to qua ify himse!f 
for the receipt of an old-age pension, or for the 
ceipt of an old-age pension at higher rate 
than that to which he would otherwise be 
entitled under this Act.’ ” 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he had 
very grave doubts with regard to this 
Amendment. He had come to the con- 
clusion that on the whole it was undesir- 
able to insert the words. He thought 
the penalty much too severe. Supposing 
a man rearranged his pension with his 
employer with a view of getting a little 
more, whatever view they took as to 
the desirability or undesirability of it 
he thought they must admit that to make 
it a penal offence was rather severe. The 
subsection might be capable of that 
interpretation, and he therefore on the 
whole thought it undesirable to insert the 
words and moved that they should 
disagree with the Lords in this Amend- 
ment. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
* That this House doth disagree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.”—-(JV/r. 
Lloyd-Greorge.) 


Lorp R. CECIL said he largely agreed 


with the right hon. Gentleman, but he | 


did not know whether his intention had 
been drawn to subsection (3) of Section 
4 of the Bill. The subsection proposed 
by the Lords was really only carrying 
that out. 


Mr. 


Old- Age {31 Juty 1908} 


LLOYD-GEORGE said he had | 


given his attention to subsection (3) of | 


Pensions Bill. 


Section 4. He wanted to draw the 
distinction. A person who acted in the 
manner suggested ought to be disqualified, 
but it would be rather severe to make 
his conduct a penal offence. 


1998 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 


* In page 6, after line 11, to insert as a new 
subsection: *(2) The pension officer may at 
iny time , without the matter having been 
referred to him, call upon and require a person 
in receipt of an old-age pension to establish 
was granted to 
him become disqualified to receive it, and the 
pension officer shall inquire into the matter of 
the pensioner’s disqualification and report on 
the same to the pension committee, who shall 
receive and, as far as applicable, act upon the 
said report as if it were a report received under 
the provisions of Section 7, subsection (c) 
of this Act.’” 


that he has not since the same 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he did 
not object to the substance of the new 
insertion in the 
It was reallv a matter for regula- 
and an advantage in 
dealing with it in that wav. Regulations 
could be altered and adapted according 


subsection, but to its 
Bill. 


tions, there was 


to circumstances as thev arose, and he 
had no doubt that in practice they would 
discover a good many things which they 
could not at present would 
be very undesirable if they had to intro- 


foresee. It 


duce a Bill to amend matters of proce- 
dure in every particular because they 
had inserted in an Act of Parliament 


what ought to be left to regulations. 
Matters of this kind, therefore, really 
ought to be dealt with in regulations, 
and for that and not 
he disagreed with the substance of the 
subsection, he moved that thev should 
disagree with the Lords’ Amendment. 


because 


reason, 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth disagree with 
the Lords in the said Amendment.”— 


(Mr. Lloyd-Ge orge a 


Mr. BOWLES said he could quite 
understand the reluctance of the right 


hon. Gentleman to incorporate a _ pro- 
vision of this sort in the Bill, 
because they must all agree that 
the duty upon the pension officers 
would be very disagreeable. The right 
hon. Gentleman, however, must feel 
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and know that, however disagreeable 
the system was, it would have to be 
carried out unless the taxpayers were 
to be completely overwhelmed. He 
preferred that it should be provided for 
by regulation. Unless, however, the 
regulation was clear and stringent and 
was observed throughout the country, 
the Exchequer would be little less than 
overwhelmed. If the duty was made 
obligatory upon the pension officers, 
that no doubt would meet the case, and 
he hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would assure them that that would be 
80. 


Mr. BARNES (Glasgow, Blackfriars) 
said he was rather sorry to hear the 
speech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
because he did not think it was necessary 
to have this Amendment either on the 
face of the Bill or in regulations. He 
hoped nothing would be done by the 
‘ssue of regulations after the passing of the 
Bill to require the pension officer or any- 
body else to go touting round ascertaining 
whether a man had ceased to be qualified 
fora pension. The Bill already provided 
a penalty for a man who was found to be 
in receipt of an old-age pension when 
he did not fulfil the statutory conditions 
or when he was not qualified, and he 
thought that was sufficient. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said the cases 
were altogether different. This was a 
case of a person who, though qualified 
at the time the pension was granted, 
had since become disqualified, having 
possibly received a legacy. He thought 
in such a case the pension officer should 
be entitled to go and ask for information. 


Mr. BARNES said he quite agreed that 
in a case of that character it would be the 
duty of the pension officer to go and 
inquire into the matter, and, if necessary, 
have the name of the person removed 
from the register; but he did not want 
anything put in the Bill or any instrue- 
tions given which would make it the duty 
of the pension officer to go touting round 
to discover such cases. It would make 
it rather awkward for the old people 
if they were to be continually liable 
to inquiry as to any alteration in their 
circumstances. He therefore regretted 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 


Mr. Bowles. 


{COMMONS} Bill. 
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indicated his intention of considering 
the matter in connection with the regula- 
tions, and he hoped he would not carry 
it out. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Lords Amendment— 


“In page 7, after line 17, to insert as a new 
subsection: *(3) Every regulation under this 
Act shall be laid before each House of Parlia- 
ment forthwith, and if an Address is presented 
to His Majesty by either House of Parliament 
within the next subsequent twenty-one days 
on which that House had sat next after any such 
regulation is laid before it, praying that the 
regulation may be annulled, His Majesty in 
Council may annul the regulation, and it shall 
thenceforth be void, but without prejudice to 
the validity of anything previously done there- 
under,’ ” 


Agreed to. 


Committee of seven Members ap- 
pointed to draw up reasons to be assigned 
to the Lords for disagreeing to certain of 
the Amendments made by the Lords to 
the Bill. 


Committee nominated ef,—Mr. As- 
quith, Mr. Balfour, Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr. Harcourt, Mr. Arthur 
Henderson, Mr. Patrick O’Brien, and 
Mr. Eugene Wason. 


Three to be the quorum. 


Committee to withdraw immediately. 
—(Mr. Lloyd-Georg: .) 


IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL 
Lords Amendments considered, 


Lords Amendments— 


*In Clause 3, after the word ‘ divinity,’ to 
insert the words * Provided that no test of 
religious belief shall be imposed by the governing 
body of either of the two new Universities or 
any constituent college on any such professor 
or lecturer as a condition of his appointment or 
recognition by the governing body as such 
professor or lecturer.’ ” 

“In page 3, after line 35, to insert the follow- 
ing new subsections ‘ (3) The governing body 
of a University or constituent college to which 
the statute relates, or any other person, corpora- 
tion, or body directly affected by the statute 
may, within three months from the notification 
thereof in the Dublin Gazette, petition the 
Lord-Lieutenant in Council to disallow the 
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whole or any part thereof. (4) The Lord- 
Lieutenant in Council may refer any such 
petition to the Irish Universities Committee 
with a direction that the committee hear the 
petitioner personally or by counsel, and report 
specially to the Lord-Lieutenant in Council 
on the matter of the petition. (5) If the com- 
mittee report in favour of the disallowance of the 
statute or any part thereof, the Lord-Lieutenant 
may, by Order in Council, disallow the whole 
or part thereof accordingly, but any such dis- 
allowance shall be without prejudice to the 
making of a new statute.’ ” 


“In page 4, lines 1 to 3, to leave out Sub- 
section (2) and to insert as a new subsection 
*(2) The Dublin Commissioners shall be the 
Right Hon. Christopher Palles, Alexander 
Anderson, John Pius Boland, Sir William 
Francis Butler, Denis Joseph Coffey, Stephen 
Gwynn, Henry Jackson, Sir John Rhys, The 
Most Rev. William Walsh, Bertram Coghill 
Alan Windle; and the Belfast Commissioners 
shall be His Honour James Johnston Shaw, 
Samuel Dill, the Rev. Thomas Hamilton, 
Donald Macalister, Robert T. Martin, Sir 
Arthur William Riicker, Johnson Symington.’ ” 


Agreed to, 


Trish Universities 


Lords Amendment— 


“In page 5, line 39, after the word ‘ funds,’ 
to insert the words ‘and the professor or 
lecturer is not eligible for membership of the 
CG -neral Board of Studies, or of any faculty other 
than the faculty of theology ; or (6) the erection 
of any church, chapel, or place of religious 
worship or observance by means of private 


benefaction within or without the precincts of | 


7” 


the University or college. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrre.L, 
suid that this Amendment of the Lords 
hod in one way and another got the 
sill into rather a state of confusion, 
and he proposed to deal with the matter in 
another way. The Amendment divided 
itself into two parts, and with the first 
part down to the word “ theology ” 
he proposed to agree. But then the 
Amendment went on to reinsert certain 
words which were inserted for the first 
{ime in Committee upstairs, and when the 
Bill returned to the House on Report the 
words were excised. They were reinserted 
in another place by a majority of one. 
tle believed that for a considerable time 
the Government had looked forward to 
the unique experience of having a majority 
of their own, but by the influence of the 
Episcopal bench the Amendment was 
carried by one, and the hopes of his noble 
friend were dashed to the ground. Owing 
to what had passed in the House on the 
Report stage it was not possible now to 
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accept the Amendment in reference to the 
erection of chapels. To make good 
sense of the entire clause he proposed 
to disagree with the Amendment, and 
then at the end of line 41 to insert the 
words “and no professor of, or lecturer 
in, theology shall be eligible for member- 
ship of the General Board of Studies, or 
of any faculty other than the faculty 
of theology.” He moved in the first 
instance to disagree with the Lords 
Amendment. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth disagree with 
the Lords in the said Amendment.” — 


(Mr. Birrell.) 





Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) said 
| that as the Chief Secretary was aware, 
at an early stage of the proceedings 
he had disagreed with his action with 
regard to the chapel clause, and he had 
described it then, as he believed it now, 
as an attempt at the last moment to 
conciliate Nonconformist opinion on the 
other side of the House, which had been so 
remarkably quiescent in the earlier stages 
and was prepared to allow its own Govern- 
ment todo what it would have vigorously 
resented if it had come from a Conser- 
vative Government. This was an at- 
tempt to placate them, and to send them 
away for the holidays with a pleasanter 
taste in their mouths. Far be it from 
him to deprive them of that pleasant 
addition to their holidays. They would 
find a satisfaction he should not share. 
He would like to take that opportunity 
of saying that in the discussion of the 
Amendment he had apparently fallen 
into a strange error, because he was 
reported to have said that he “ hoped ” 
this would be a denominational University. 
What he obviously meant to say, and 
hethought did say, was that he ‘believed” 
it would be a denominational University ; 
and holding that belief, he had said that 
not only must there be active participa- 
ton in the work of the Roma . Catholic’ 
hierachy if it was to be a success, but he 
had gone on to point out that, being a 
denominational Universityin hisjudgment 
it was not only a hardship but altogether 
illogical and unjust to draw these par- 
ticular distinctions with regard to places 








of worship. Hehad thought it necessary 
3 Z 
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to make that correction, because his 
remarks had been criticised in some 
portion of the Press, and had naturally 
led to some controversy amongst those 
who might happen to know that he 
held views of a different kind, althourh 
he did not know whether they attached 
any interest to what his views were on this 
subject. He did not propose to offer any 
opposition to the action of the Chief 
Secretary; so far as he was concerned, he 
accepte | the decision arrived at on the 
Report stage as final, and he would not 
trouble to divide the House against a 
proposal which, although he did not like 
it, formed part of the Bill for which the 
Government was responsible. He had 
no doubt it might be advanced as an 
expression, in mlk-and-water fashion, 
of those old principles of undenomina- 
tionalism which at one time formed the 
staple argument of hon. Gentlemen 
opposite, but which, in these later 
days, they had not only abandoned, 
but in the abandonment took credit 
to themselves for the establishment 
of this University, which they would 
eventually find to be nothing but 


a denominational institution. That 
being so, he thought it would have 


been fairer if, instead of cutting off a small 
portion of it, they had given a denomin- 
ational University right out, and allowed 
the chapels to be built. 


Mr. KETTLE (Tyrone, E.) said the 
Chief Secretary would not be surprised 
at finding the Irish Members as a matter 
of principle going into the division lobby 
against him on this question. Personally, 
he did not much like agreeing with the 
Lords on anything, but he had no con- 
stitutional objection to them. This 
Amendment represented the views of 
Irish Members in Committee, which they 
afterwards supported on the Report 
stage. He did not propose to join with 
the right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
South Dublin in attempting to make 
party capital at the expense of the 
Nonconformists on this matter. Of 
course the right hon. Gentleman 
would go away much happier on his 
holidays if he thought he had made a 
little party capital. The right hon. 
Gentleman’s view was that the Univer- 
sity was going to be an entirely denomina- 
tional University. The view of the 

Mr. Walter Long. 
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Nationalist Members from Ireland was 
that these Universities were going to be 
free Universities. Clause 3 thoroughly 
secured that. Hon. Gentlemen on the 
Ministerial side of the House who were 
opposed to protective tariffs and to 
artificially keeping foreign goods out of 
the country, ought to joi with the 
Irish Members in keeping in the Bill 
a clause that would have the effect of 
not artificially keeping religious teaching 
out of the University. The House 
ought clearly to understand the position. 
The effect of the Amendment inserted 
by the Lords would be this. There were 
to be no tests for teachers or students : 
no compulsion for students to attend 
religious instruction or religious worship ; 
but it would be open to any denomination 
by private enterprise, and out of private 
funds, to erect a chapel for the purpose 
of religious worship, whether it was 
in Belfast or in Dublin. The question 
of the site, which in the first instance 
would be secured by public money, was 
dealt with by his hon. friend the 
Member for Waterford on the | Report 
stage of the Bill. The University was 
to be a free University; no one was 
excluded from it on the ground of any 
particular religion; but the Bill as 
it now came down from the Lords 
left it open to any denomination, by 
their enterprise and their enthusiasm for 
their religion, to erect a chapel at 
which the students of that particular 
denomination, under no compu'sion 
except the compulsion of conscientious 
belief in their religion, might attend their 
religious worship. He thought that with 
regard to this Bill the Nonconformists 
had behaved adm‘rably, and that, 
notwithstanding any taunt that might 
be levelled against them from the front 
Opposition bench, they might go ‘o 
their constituencies with the conscious- 
ness and satisfaction of having done 
more in a few years of liberal administra- 
tion to settle this great question, thin 
the Unionist Party had been able to 
accomplish in twenty years. The 
opposition to this Amendment was 
somewhat narrow. The Amendment 
if allowed to stand would have the 
effect of conferring freedom upon the 
University. The Nationalist Members, in 
making this protest. were by no. means 
indifferent to the action of the right hon. 
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Gentleman the Chief Secretary. Onthe | They had swallowed the camel and 
contrary, they were extremely grateful | strained at the little gnat. 
to the right hon. Gentleman and to 
those hon. Members on the Ministerial} Mr. BUTCHER expressed deep regret 
side of the House who had principles as | that the Government had found it neces- 
logical and pressed them as logically | sary to take up the position which they 
to a conclusion as did they who sat|had adopted. The whole object of their 
on the Irish benches; but he simply | labours for many weeks past had been 
wished to say that Nationalist Members | | to give the Roman Catholics the kind 
would feel it their duty to vote in favour | of Univers sity which they would like, 
of the Lords Amendment and against the | land on this point, where the religious 
proposal of the right hon. Gentleman. | feelings of the nation were deeply 
touched, they proposed to _ refuse 
Mr. JESSE COLLINGS said the hon. | little pare el of ground on which 
Member who had just sat down had spoken | ta —— might be built by priv “ 
in a very unjust manner towards what he a re - Tt seemed a ay BAETUW, 
was pleased to call the Tory Party. He | tec rect ? 4 ergs dle ’ ground 
presumed he meant the Unionist Party. | to take up. ms wo Son. Gentlemen 
If a Bill to endow a Roman Catholic | °PPOsite was a mere matter of the main- 
University in Ireland out of public funds tenance of the undenominational formula 
4 . was to those for whom the Univer- 
had been proposed from that side of | 2“ ; a) 
the House every Member of the Non-|*!Y was designed Page which 
age tat r , - |touched them in their daily life. 
conformist Party opposite would have | Raia I rer ae | 
raised such an agitation against it that no | = apeang Chere Was NO proposes, HecaEse 
Unienie Pint¥ cba’ lanes ann | | there was no money, to build a residential 
college. But one of the very first. 
f . objects of private benefaction, and he 
Mr. KETTLE said he might not | hoped also of some State help, would 
have conveyed his meaning precisely. He | be the erection of a proper residential 
was perfectly willing to recognise the frank | college within the grounds of the Univer- 
and generous way in which the Tory or | sity, and when it came to a residential 
Unionist Party had behaved, but it did | college it would be a matter of extreme 
not come very well from the right hon. | pain to the members of the college that 
Gentleman the Member for South Dublin | that which had been associated with 
to make rather cheap party capital at the college life from time immemorial in all 
expense of the Nonconformists in view| the great Universities, should by the 
of the fact that his Party had been in | fiat of that House be denied to them in 
office for nearly twenty years and did not Treland. Even though they insisted, 
face the problem which the Chief Secre- probably rightly, on having a technically 
tary had solved. undenominational U niversity, . was _ it 
necessary that they also should have 
Mr. JESSE COLLINGS did not think an irreligious University 2? That was the 
it could be said that his right hon. friend light in which it would present itself to 
had attempted to make party capital. the people of Ireland, and he deeply 
They had to congratulate the Chief | regretted that that great gift, long delayed, 
Secretary on the successful way in| but at last conferred upon the Irish 
which he had given this University, a people, should be marred by this graceless 
denominational one—no other kind would | act. 
have satisfied the people of Ireland— 
and it was mere hypocrisy not toacknow-| Lorp EDMUND TALBOT (Sussex, 
ledge and describe it as an endowed Chichester) said the Government could 
Roman Catholic University supported | hardly be congratulated on their con- 
out of public money. The other question | sistency in regard to this particular 
on which his right hon. friend had to be|Amendment. The Chief Secretary 
congratulated was the very cheap price | accepted it in Committee, but gave way 
at which he had secured Nonconformist | in the House, and if he was to be con- 
support, viz., the refusal to allow any place | sistentin hisinconsistency he might have 
of worship to be erected by private funds. | accepted the decision come to by the 
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other House. He found it difficult to , be stamped with that denominational 


use harsh words against the Chief 
Secretary because he felt indebted to 
him for 


the measure as a_ whole, 
but he felt that the action 


Government were now taking was a sign 
of great weakness. 


; mark. 


the | 


way to the most extraordinary ex- | 


hibition of narrow - minded 
He should certainly give a hearty vote 
for the Amendment. 


Mr. HAY MORGAN (Cornwall, Truro) 
sud there had been a_ considerable 
anount of cheap and vulgar sneering 
a‘ the position taken up by the Noncon- 
f rmists, and remarks of a similar nature 
to those of the noble Lord had been 
made in another place. The position 
taken up by the Nonconformists was 
represented as very narrow and bigoted, 
and when it was proposed to leave out 
this Amendment from the Lords there 
was at once an insistance that it was 
of the greatest importance. He respected 
the good feeling of hon. Gentlemen 
‘opposite with regard to it, but, at the 
same time, Noncenfcrmists had their 
feelings too, and their position was this: 
they had recognised from the start 
that the University in the South of Ireland 


and the University in the North 
of Ireland would become denomina- 
tional Universities, from the very 
fut that in the South there was 
a large preponderance of Catholics 
and in the North a_ large pre- 
ponderance of Protestants. They as 


Nonconformists and Liberals could no 
more object to that than they could 
object to a county council, or a local 
authority, in Wales being Nonconformist 
from the simple fact that most of the 
electors were Nonconformist. Their 
position had been quite consistent. They 
had endeavoured to say that when they 
were passing a Bill, although it created 
t vo Universities which would inevitably 
become denominational, the Bill itself 
siould not be a denominational Bill. 
‘f the Amendment were permitted to 
g» into the Bill, and they allowed a 
chapel to be built either in the North 
or in the South, from the very nature of 


the case that chapel would be a sectarian | 
one. It must belong to some particular | 


bigotry. | 


| 


It was simply giving | 


|their way to concede this point. 


‘They thought it far better that 
the private benefactors who were ready 
to erect a chapel should erect it outside 
the precincts of the University, and by 
so doing their religious faith and aspira- 
tions would be completely satisfied. 


Mr. HAVILAND BURKE (King’s 
County, Tullamore) expressed the deepest 
regret that the Government had not seen 
In 
Trinity College there was an ancient 
chapel, the symbol of the Protestant 


/religion, and services were held there. 
| It was, after all, a poor thing to provide 
|a University presumably for Irish Catho- 


Catholics 


lics with a proviso that there should be 
no chapel within its precincts for the 
celebration of divine worship according 
to the Catholic religion, They were 
committing a great mistake. While re- 
specting the Government for the way in 
which they had dealt with a very thorny 
question, he should be compelled to go 
into the division lobby against them. 


Sir PHILIP MAGNUS (‘London Uni- 
versity) also desired to express his 
regret that the Chief Secretary had 
been unable to accept the Amendment. 
All the circumstances connected with 
the establishment of the University 
must be regarded as exceptional. They 
were called for by the fact that 
the Roman Catholics in Ireland were 
unable to accept the facilities for higher 
education which were provided in the 
present University of Dublin. When 
this Bill became an Act, Dublin would 
enjoy the exceptional privilege of being, 
he believed, the only city in Europe 
except one in which there were two 
Universities. In making this gift to the 
Irish Roman Catholics, he very much 
regretted that Parliament, by refusing 
to accept this Amendment, should accom- 
pany the gift by what would always be 
regarded as a grievance by the Roman 
of Ireland. He could not 
conceive any reason why the University, 
which would be governed almost, if not 


| quite, exclusively by Roman Catholics, 


| 


the professors of which would be mainly 
Roman Catholics, and in which the stu- 
dents themselves would be of one re- 


denomination, and whatever the de- | ligion, should be refused the privilege of 
nomination was the University would | possessing a chapel in which the students 


Lord Edmund Talbot. 
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might worship according to their religion. | site was taken away, and now they found 
It was to him of the essence of the gift | the right hon. Gentleman had completely 
that it should be acceptable to the | veered round. He certainly thought 
recipients and be welcomed by them.| hon. Members were taking a rather 
It was such gifts that equally blessed | ungenerous and narrow view of the 
givers and receivers. He had _ felt | matter. It was admitted by hon. Mem- 
considerable interest in the Bill, and he | bers below the gangway that the Univer- 
appealed to hon. Members opposite to | sities would be denominational from the 
show a generous spirit in dealing with | very fact that a large preponderance of 
the matter. | Roman Catholics resided in one portion 
|of the country, and a great preponder- 
Mr. MASSIE (Wiltshire, Gricklade) | ance of Protestants in the other. The 
said the hon. Member for Cambridge | fact was incapable of contradiction. 
University had spoken of the graceless | Why not meet it in as fair and generous 
refusal of the demand. This chapel | a manner as possible ? 
was never demanded at all either by | 
politicians or bishops. The hon. Member| An HON. MEMBER: What about 
himself in his good nature gratuitously | minorities ? 
proposed the chapel and so started the | 
whole difficulty. It was precisely because| Mr. WALSH said there would be two 
they regarded them as free Universities | minorities. Minorities were always right 
that they desired that they should not | it was said, and he remembered the right 
be handicapped by a very prominent | hon. Gentleman saying that suffering was 
sign of exclusiveness. It was precisely | the badge of alltheirtribe. He would not 
because they regarded them as in theory like to retort that the minority would 
undenominational that they desired to | have to suffer, but he could not conceive 
preclude as much denominatioralism as | any minority actuated by such a spirit 
possible, and especially that which would | that they thought themselves compelled 
peculiarly stamp the University as de- | to suffer if some other people were given 
nominational. But it was not at all | an opportunity of following their worship 
surprising that those who desired to|in accordance with the dictates of their 
make out that these Universities were | conscience. The right hon. Gentleman 
entirely denominational should seek to | had spoken as to certain old and famous 
add a chapel in order that they might | Universities having chapels within their 
be as denominational as possible. | precincts. It seemed to him a very 
narrow view they were taking in not 
Mr. WALSH (Lancashire, Ince) said | allowing a pious donor to hand over a 
he was very much surprised at the | few thousand pounds wherewith to erect 
changed attitude of the right hon.|a chapel. After all, the Bill made it 
Gentleman in charge of the Bill. He | impossible that a penny of public funds 
remembered, when they were debating | should go to any faculty of theology. 
the point in Committee as to whether | There was no theologian to be endowed 
there should be power given whereby | out of the funds of the University and 
a site for the erection of a chapel might | there was to be no religious or denomi- 
be provided even out of the funds of | national test. There was no compulsory 
the University, the right hon. Gentleman | attendance at Divine worship. The 
himself protested at what he described | Bill was a splendid Bill framed on most 
as the rather narrow spirit that some | generous and democratic lines, and he 
Members were manifesting. The right | certainly thought it was rather an un- 
hon. Gentleman thought then that inas- | happy ending that this tinge of narrow- 
much as no chapel was to be paid for|ness and exclusion should come into 
out of the funds of the University, and | what was otherwise a very desirable 
no Chair of theology and no professor | measure. 
of theology would receive a p»nny of | . 
publi: money, it was only proper that at} Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) said thet 
least a site within the grounds of the | he had voted for the chapel at an earlier 
University might be provided. At aj stage and he would support it again. 


later stage that power of providing a| It would be ungracious to spoil the Bill 
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by refusing the power to erect a chapel ; 
it was straining at the gnat and swallow- 
ing the camel. 
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Surely on the terms that it was to be 
It was intended to serve 


| it in one place might be Roman Catholics 


*Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) | 
said that everybody understood what 
a chapel meant. Every other part of 
this University was liable to change 


and in the other Protestants. In dealing 


with a University as a place of education 


according to the requirements that arose | 
in the course of time, but he understood | 


a Roman Catholic chapel was a conse- 


crated building whose purpose could not | 


be changed. That made 


difference, and he thought that that | 
consideration might have made some 


difference in the minds of Roman Cath- 
olics. That was an argument which 
cut two ways. In the case of an ardent | 
Roman Catholic he could quite under- 
stand the desire that the building con- 
secrated to that use should never by 
any possibility be devoted to any other | 
use. On what terms was this Uni-| 


versity going to be made denominational ? | Noes, 40. 


the whole | 


to last for centuries subject to the neces- 
sary changes of times and circumstances 
it was better to set apart a separate site 
and a building to be devoted to religious 
uses, consecrated to that purpose only, In 
this way those who belonged to one 
particular religion would have all the 
advantages they desired, and all the 
opportunities of attending religious 
services in a place devoted to that one 
purpose. In this respect he agreed 
with the latest form in which the Bill 
appeared. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 142; 


(Division List No. 240.) 


AYES 


Acland, Francis Dyke 
Asquith, Rt. Hn. Herbert Henry 
Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury,E.) 


Barnes, G. N. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Benn,W. sf w’r Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
sirrell, Re Hon. 
Bowerman, C. W. 
Bright, J. A. 
3rooke, Stopford 
sryce, J. Annan 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Buxton, Rt. Hn.Sydney Charles 

Causton, RtHn. Richard Knight 

Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 


| Hobhouse, 


| Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
| Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) | Glendinning, R. G. 
Goddard, Sir Daniel Ford 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 
Hall, Frederick 
Augustine | Harcourt, Rt. Hn. L.(Rossendale | 
| Harcourt, Robert V.(Montrose) 
Hardy, George A. (Suifolk) 
| Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
| Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. | 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
| Haworth, Arthur A. 
| Henry, Charles S. 
Charles E. H. 


| Houston, Robert Paterson 


_ M‘Laren, H. PD. (Stafiord, W.) 
| Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 
| Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston) 
Marnham, F’. J. 
Mason, A. E. W. 
Massie, J. 
Masterman, C. F. ¢ 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Middlebrook, William 
| Mond, A 

Montagu, Hon. E. S. 
Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell, Philip 
| Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
| Parker, James (Halifax) 

Pickersgill, Edward Hare 


(Coventry) 





Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Clynes, J. R. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Compton-Rickett, Sir J. 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett,C. H(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Crooks, William 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Dewar, Sir J. A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dickson-Poynder,Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Duckworth, James 

Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Essex, R. W. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 


Mr. Byles, 


| Hudson, Walter 
| Idris, 


| Lupton, Arnold 
| Lyell, Charles Henry 


| Macnamara, Dr. 


| M'Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 


Howard, Hon. Geotirey 


T. BW: 

INingworth, Percy H. 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kekewich, Sir George 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) | 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 


Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 


Thomas J. 
M‘Callum, John M. 


Price, C. E. (Edinb’ gh, Central) 


| Radford, G. H. 


Rainy, A. Rolland 


| Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
| Rea, Walter Russell (Searboro’ 


Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
| Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robson,Sir William Snowdon 


| Roch, Walter F. (Pembroke) 


Roe, Sir Thomas 


| Runciman, Rt. Hon. Walter 


Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 


| Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
| Scott, A.H.(Ashton-under-Lyne 


Seely, Colcnel 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Snowden, P. 


| Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
| Stanger, H. Y. 
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Stanley, Albert(Stafits,N.W.) 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Taylor, Theodore C.(Radclifie) 
Thorne, G. R. (Wolverhampton 
Thorne, William (West Ham) 
Tomkinson, James 

Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 


Adjournment 
Wadsworth, J. 

Wardle, George 
Waring, Walter 


Watt, Henry A 


{31 JuLy 1908} 


Wason, RtHn.F 


2014 


| Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 
J. | Wilson, P. W.(St. Pancras, 8.) 
| Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
(Clackmannan | Winfrey, R. 
| Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 


(Autumn Sittings). 


Wedgwood, Josiah C. } 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) | TetLteRs ror THE AyYES—Mr. 

Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) | 

Wilkie, Alexander 
' Williams, J. (Glamorgan) | 


Joseph Pease and Master of 
Elibank. 


NOES 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
salearres, Lord 

Balfour, RtHn.A.J.(City Lond.) 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 

Byles, William Pollard | MacNeill, John 
Carlile, E. Hildred 


Kettle, Thomas 
Lardner, James 


Collings, Rt. Hn.J.(Birmingh’m 
Cowan, W. H. 

Ksmonde, Sir Thomas 

Forster, Henry William 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 

jlardie,J. Keir({Merthyr Tydvil) 


Mooney, J. J. 

| Nolan, Joseph 

| O'Connor, John 
O'Connor, T. P. 


Lords Amendment — 


“In page 5, line 41, after the word ‘teach- 
ing’ to insert the word ‘ or’ and leave out the 
words ‘ or religious worship.’ ” 


Agreed to. 


An Amendment made to the Bill in 
lieu of the Lords Amendment— 

“In page 5, line 39, which was disagreed 
to, by inserting in page 5, line 41, at the end 
thereof, the words ‘and no professor of or 
lecturer in theology or divinity shall be 
eligible for membership of the General Board 
of Studies or of any faculty other than the 
faculty of theology.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell). 


Remaining Lords Amendments agreed 
to. 


Committee appointed to draw up 
reasons to be assigned to the Lords for 
disagreeing to one of the Amendments 
made by the Lords to the Bill. 


Committee nominated of, Mr. Attorney- 
(jeneral for Ireland, Mr. Birrell, Mr. 
Bright, Mr. Walter Long, and Mr. 
Herbert Samuel, 


Three to be the quorum, 


| 
| 


To withdraw 


immediately. — (Mr. 
Birrell.) } 





TELEGRAPH (CONSTRUCTION) BILL. | 
Lords Amendments considered, and | 
agreed to. 


Heaton, John Henniker 
Hope,James Fittalan(Sheffield) 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 


Long, Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S) 
| Macpherson, J. " 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone,E.) | MacVeagh, Jcremiah(Down,S.) 
| M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 
Magnus, Sir Philip 


| 
' 


; O'Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 
toche, Augustine (Cork) 
Seddon, J. 

Stanley, Hon. Arthur(Ormskirk 
Staveley-Hill, Henry (Staff’sh. 

Gordon Swift | Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 

Y Thornton, Perey M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Walsh, Stephen 


Michael 
Car:ige Rushe 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Mr. 
Patrick O’Brien and Mr. 
(Kildare, N.) Haviland- Burke. 


(Liverpool) 
BEE PEST (IRELAND) BILL. 


Lords Amendments 
agreed to. 


considered, and 


WHALE FISHERIES (IRELAND) BILL. 


Lords Amendment to omit subsection 
(1) of Clause 5 considered. 


Mr. MOONEY (Newry) objected to 
the omission of the subsection which he 
contended did not interfere with the 
general scope of the Bill, and he did not 
know why it should be left out. 


Toe ATTORNEY - GENERAL ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool, Ex- 
change) said that this subsection had 
originally been inserted with the object 
of exempting bottle-nosed whales from 
the provisions of this measure. It had, 
however, been pointed out that the bottle- 
nosed whale was a Royal fish, and that 
the insertion of the subsection would 
interfere with the Royal prerogative in 
a substantial degree. For that reason 
the subsection had been omitted. He 
could not tell what distinguished bottle- 
nosed whales from any other kind. 


Lords Amendment agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT (AUTUMN SITTING 


Mr. ASQUITH, in moving “ Phat this 
House, at its rising to-morrow, do adjourn 
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until Monday, the 12th October next ; 
that for the remainder of the session 
Government business have precedence at 
every sitting ; that at the conclusion of 
Government business on each day Mr. 
Speaker do adjourn the House without 
Question put; and that on Fridays the 
House, unless it otherwise resolves, shall 
at its rising stand adjourned until the 
following Monday,” said that this Motion 
completed the sessional arrangements 
foreshadowed about a fortnight ago. 
The substance of the Motion was that 
the House at its rising to-morrow should 
adjourn till 12th October, and for the 
remainder of the session should give 
precedence to Government business. This 
was directly in accordance with pre- 
cedents which had been followed for 
many years in respect to autumn sessions, 
and any other arrangement would in- 
volve an intolerable strain on the time 
and attention of hon. Members. The 
only innovation was the last clause which 
provided that on Fridays the House 
should stand adjourned until the following 
Monday. That was a convenient arrange- 
ment, because if it was not put in the 
Resolution the Speaker might be com- 
pelled to take the adjournment until 
Saturday. It was, however, only a 
very formal matter. On 12th and 13th 
October they would take the Children 
Bill, the Prevention of Crimes Bill, and 
other small Home Office Bills if time per- 
mitted. On Wednesday, October 14th 
they would take the next of the allotted 
days for the Licensing Bill and dispose 
of Clause 2, and on 15th: nd 16th October 
they would proceed with Clause 3. 


Adjournment 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR asked whether 
it was proposed to proceed with the 
Committee stage of the Bill de die in 
diem. 


Mr. ASQUITH: Not necessarily 
He would not like to commit himself 
on the point, but he thought that sub- 
stantially they would proceed without 
interruption. There might be an interval 
of a day here and there. On the first 
day of the sitting the President of the 
Board of Trade would move his instrue- 
tion on the London Electric Power Bills, 
and if it was not disposed of at that 
sitting they would ask the House to take 


Mv. Asquith. 
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it after Eleven o’clock on one of the 
allotted days. He begged to move. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House at its rising to-morrow 
do adjourn until Monday, 12th October, 
next; that for the remainder of the 
session Government business have pre- 
cedence at every sitting; that at the 
conclusion of Government business on 
each day Mr. Speaker do adjourn the 
House without Question put; and that 
on Fridays the House, unless it other- 
wise resolves, shall at its rising stand 
adjourned until the following Monday.’ 
—(Mr. Asquith.) 


*Sir CHARLES W. DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean) said the Prime 
Minister had suggested that this Motion 
was in accordance with precedents for 
many years. There were two precedents 
but they were not the same. This 
Motion had the effect of overriding the 
4th Standing Order under which the 
House carried on its business. When 
that Standing Order was first moved 
it stood in a form in which it was open 
to the same objection that this Motion 
was open to, and the argument was so 
strong on that occasion that the 
Government gave way. That was in 
April, 1902, and it was pointed out 
that an autumn session had lasted on 


one occasion, well remembered by many 


hon. Members, until nearly the middle 
of March, and the following session 
began a few days after. There was 
almost no recess at all. It was obvious 
that it would have been absurd to 
suspend the rights of private members, 
to give no opportunity for the dis- 
cussion of public affairs, and to confine 
themselves to Government business for 
so long a period. That argument was 
pressed with very much force, and the 
right hon. Gentleman opposite offered 
a large concession to meet that particular 
case by promising to insert “ until 
December,” but the House was not 
content with that Amendment, and 
insisted on putting in “ until Michaelmas,” 
and those words now stood in the Resolu- 
tion. No one would desire to revive, 
in an autumn sitting of the House, the 
whole rights of private Members as 
enjoyed in the earlier part of the session, 
but there should be some opportunity 
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for discussing public affairs. The autumn | the last day of the sitting in August. 
sitting should not be absolutely confined | Most of the Members of the House had 
to Government business, but should} gone away without knowing the terms 
include debates on matters that seemed | of the Motion which was to be submitted. 
to be of first-class importance. Hej} On that occasion Sir Henry Campbell- 
would not extend his remarks by| Bannerman gave a private assurance 
pointing out what the subjects were;|that the House would not sit past 
they had been mentioned in the| Christmas. He (Sir C. Dilke) moved 
course of the debates during the|to leave out all the words after 
past two or three days. There were| “12th October next.” That would en- 
matters pending which might call for| able the House when it met in October 
the sudden attention of the House of} to raise the whole question in exactly 
Commons, and it was not sufficient to| the same way. 

rely on the ordinary practice of giving | 
the regular Opposition a day for debating} Mr. BOWLES seconded the Amend- 
a Vote of Censure. These were matters | ment. 

on which the House of Commons should | 

be free to express an opinion apart from! Amendment proposed— 

the action of the Opposition expressed} «To Jeave out from the word ‘ next.’ to the 
in a formal Vote of Censure. It seemed | end of the Question.”—(Sir Charles Dilke.) 

to him the case was so strong that some | 

attempt ought to be made by the| Question proposed, “That the words 
Government to meet it. At all events | proposed to be left out stand part of the 
they should now, on this the last day | Question.” 

but one of the present part of the session, 

decide it for themselves. This power; Mr. ASQUITH said the sole question 
ought not to be given to the Government | was whether this Resolution should be put 
until October came. Why should they | as a whole or whether it should be put in 
tie their hands now as to what they| two instalments. Personally, he did not 
should do when they met again in| see why the House should not decide at 
October? In 1902 the right hon. Gentle- | once both matters raised by the Resolu- 
man opposite gave notice in August of| tion. He did not believe that anybody 
the Motion which he intended to move | would suggest—he gathered his right hon. 
in October, if the circumstances remained | friend did not suggest—that they should 
the same. They were separating at| keep alive the whole of the rights of 
an earlier date this year than w s the| private Members during the autumn 
case on the two former occasions. In | session, but as regarded the opportunities 
1962, when the House met in October, | given to private Members to raise matters 
the right hon. Gentleman opposite, who | of importance, he would point out that 
was then Leader of the House, made|the Resolution sciupulously preserved 
a Motion somewhat similar to that which | the right of moving the adjournment of 
they were now discussing, though not | the House on a definite matter of urgent 
so drastic, and it was accompanied by a} public importance on all other than 
pledge that the House would not sit | allotted davs. He would be prepared to 
past Christmas, and he named a date/insert in the Resolution words limiting 
in December when probably the House | the length of the autumn session, say, toa 
would rise. Though in 1902 the House did | date before Christmas, but he could not 
not meet till 16th October—rather later | accept his right hon. friend’s Amendment. 
than the date at which it was proposed 
they should meet this year—they had} Mr. A. J. BALFOUR thought this 
full opportunity when the right hon. | suggestion would meet some part of the 
Gentleman brought forward his Motion | complaint of the right hon. Baronet oppo- 
of properly debating the question whether | site. He had two objections to the 
all the time should be given to the/course the Government had -pursued. 
Government. The only precedent for the | The first was that he thought it very 
Motion now before the House was one} unfortunate thet they should propose 
which was set in the present Parliament | 2 Resolution of this kind without any 


by the late Prime Minister in 1906 on| notice. That was quite new and quite 
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unnecessary. The Government had long 
known that they were going to have an | 
autumn session, and that they were going 
to meet in October, and it was rather e 
violation of the practice of the House 
that they should only know what was | 
going to be done in a matter of this | 
importance to the general conduct of | 
business on the very morning when the | 
question had to be decided. It was too 
late to put that matter right now, but he 
earnestly hoped that the Government 
Whips, or whoever was_ responsible, 
would see that there were no more of 
these unnecessary breaches of precedent. 
The other objection related to the liberty 
of the House to deal with other than 
Government business during the autumn 
session. As he pointed out yesterday, 
this was the very first time in Parlia- 
mentary history that Parliament was 
asked to meet in the middle of October 
without any liberty at all to discuss 
matters of public importance. He did | 
not deny that on the first and second | 
nights of the session, when the Children 
Bill and some other non-controversial 
Bills were on the Order Paper, it would be | 
possible for any Member to move the 
adjournment of the House. But when 
those were over, they were going to have 
a great block of public — business, 
Twenty-three days were to be entirely 
concerned with one Bill, and whenever | 
that Bill was put down, then the 
whole of the rights and privileges of the 
House as regarded the discussion of 
matters other than Government business | 
were absolutely suspended. The House | 
had never made any conditions of 
that kind. It was quite abnormal, | 
quite improper. And he did not know | 
whether it was going to end there. He | 
was confident, knowing the ways of the 
Government, that they would try to pass 
more Bills, and would move another | 
Closure Resolution, and the whole of the | 
rights of the House in respect of business 
other than Government business would be 
taken away. He hoped the Government | 
would even now consider whether they 
could not give some relaxation to the 
rigidity of this rule. 








Sir FRANCIS CHANNING (North- | 
amptonshire, E.) said he wished to ask 
the Prime Minister a question in regard 


Mr. A. J Ba four, 
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to some Orders still on the Paper. The 
yovernment had taken away a good 
deal of the time of private Members, 
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but they had atoned for so doing in the 


last few weeks by giving facilities for 
certain non-contentious Bills being passed 
through all their stages with the general 
consent of the House. He thought the 
same procedure should be maintained 
in the autumn sitting. He had had the 
honour of presiding over a Committee 
which had dealt with a number of 


Bills which, he believed, all sections 
of the House would be willing to 
have passed into law. There were 


five or six practically non-contentious 
Bills on the Order Book, and it seemed 
to him that it would be a great scandal 
if, after hon. Members had taken the 
trouble of balloting on these Bills, and 
after the Bills had passed through the 
Standing Committee and through the 
Report stage in the House, they were 
not to be allowed to pass in the same way 
as several Bills which had been passed 
during the last fortnight. He would 
point out that if these derelicts were left 
on the sea of legislation they would 
remain blocking the way, and occupying 
time which might otherwise be given to 
other useful measures introduced by 
private Members, or occupying time 
which might be given to Government 
business. He thought it would be good 
tactics to pass these Bills. 


Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD  (Lei- 
cester) joined in the appeal to the Prime 
Minister to consider whether he could 
not, consistently with the well-known 
objects of the Government, give private 
Members a little more liberty in the 
autumn session, The Motion said : 
“That at the conclusion of Government 
business on each day Mr. Speaker do 
adjourn the House without Question 
put.” That practically deleted from 
the Order Paper all private Members’ 
Bills. He thought they were all agreed 
that it was not only desirable but ab- 
solutely necessary that some words 


| should be devised to preserve to private 


Members the right of raising any pressing 
question on the Motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the House. If the right hon. 
Gentleman could accept that suggestion, 
he would go far to meet the objection 
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to the Motion in its present form. There 
were questions which were not of suffi- 
cient public importance to justify Mr. 
Speaker in granting leave to move the 
atjournment of the House, but which 
might very properly be raised on the 
Motion for the adjournment of the 
House at the close of business. 


Adjournment 


Lorp R. CECIL suggested that 
the last clause of the Motion, “ and 
that on Fridays the House, unless it 
otherwise resolves, shall at its rising 
stand adjourned until the following 
Monday,” should be omitted. That 
would give an opportunity once a week of 
raising questions of the kind to which the 
hon. Member for Leicester had referred, 
(na former occasion the Prime Minister 
was asked whether private Members were | 
to have any rights in the autumn session, 
and the right hon, Gentleman replied that 
that would be a matter to be decided in 
‘he autumn session. They might have 
misunderstood what the right hon, Gentle- 
nan said, but if that was so, it emphasised 
all the more the necessity of having this 
Motion ina form which would enable them 
to raise these matters in the autumn 
session, 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.) sup- 
ported the appeal to the Prime Minister 
to consider during the recess whether 
the litter part of the Motion should 
not be amended so as to preserve 
some of the rights of private Members, 
So far as the Irish Party were con- 
cerned, they had always contended for 
the rights of private Members. There 
was no doubt that the whole tendency 
nowadays was for Parliament to become 
more and more merely a record of the 
wishes of the Executive Government 
for the time being. He found himself 
for once in his life in hearty accord with 
the Leader of the Opposition, He was 
glad to find the right hon. Gentleman at 
last standing up for the rights of private 
Members, It was not often that hon. 


and right hon. Gentlemen on the) 
front benches were found showing 


anxiety and tenderness for those rights. 
The two front benches always made 
common cause in that matter, because ex- 
leaders who were in opposition thought 
that scme day they would be back on the 
Treasury bench. What 


he quarrelled | 
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) particularly about with the Leader 
of the Opposition was that he was the 
means of destroying one of the most 
valuable rights private Members ever 
possessed, namely, the right to inter- 
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rupt public business at any time. 
The right hon. Gentleman _practiec- 
ally abolished that right. He gave 


instead the right to move the adjournment 
of the House at nine o'clock at night 
when few Members were present, and when 
speeches on most important questions 
might be addressed to empty benches. 
A division might be taken when hon. 
Gentlemen found it convenient to return 
from a dinner party, and then they 
went into the lobbies without 
having heard a word of the debate. 
He hoped that a protest would 
be made against this deprivation of the 
rights of private Members, and that 
some measures would be taken for 
the restoration to them of that most 
valuable privilege. As the hon. Mem- 
ber for East Northampton had 
said, several important Bills had 
passed through Grand Committee, and 
now awaited the Report stage, and some 
only the Third Reading; but under 
this Motion as proposed by the Prime 
Minister all chance of passing them 
would be absolutely destroyed. His 
hon. friend behind him had introduced an 
important Bill for the repeal of the Co- 
ercion Act in Ireland. It passed through 
Grand Committee upstairs without any 
opposition in something like two minutes 
and a half. The Bill met with general 
acceptance in the House, but under the 
Prime Minister’s Motion it would be 
massacred in the autumn session. Among 
other Bills was ore which would specially 
appeal to the Prime Minister, viz., the Bill 
to give votes to women. The Second 
Reading of that Bill had been passed at 
an early period of the session, but it had 
been hung up waiting for an opportune 
time for its further progress. The strong 
and deep interest which the Prime 
Minister and his colleagues had taken in 
this measure should make them the 
last men in the world to deny the House 
the right of deciding the question 
in the autumn session. On the general 
question he appealed to private Members 


‘to shake themselves free of the malign 
influence of th 


front benches and to 


record their votes in favour of the 
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preservation of some at least of the | the Government when they asked it as 
rights and privileges of private Members. | the regular Opposition had. 


‘ | Mr. JESSE COLLINGS appealed to 
*Mr. JOWETT (Bradford, W.) said he | the Prime Minister forsome considerati m 
interpreted the friendly nod of the Prime | }eing given tothe Local Authorities (Edu- 
Minister in answer to the appeal of his | cation) Bill which would provide for the 
hon. friend the Member for Leicester, | teaching of agriculture in schools. That 
to mean that the right hon. Gentle-| Bill passed unanimously its Second Read- 
man was prepared to make a concession | ing sometime ago; it was non-contentious; 
in the Resolution under consideration. | and he asked the right hon. Gentleman 
He had no wish in any way to add to to allow it to be starred. There was 
what the hon. Member for Leicester had | another Bill which he thought had been 
said in support of the contention of the | hardly treated. He meant the Small 
Leader of the Opposition ; but he would | Holdings Amendment Bill, which he 
make this further appeal to the Prime | held should be starred so as to be con- 
Minister. The right hon. Gentleman | sidered in the autumn session. 
had given a promise to the Leader of the | 
Opposition that in the event of the | *Mr. ASQUITH ‘said he was anxious 
responsible Leaders of the Opposition : 
wishing to move a vote of censure on the 
Government, he would provide an oppor- 
tunity for the discussion of such a 
Motion. The unfortunate circumstances 
under which they, in that part of the 
House, were placed was that some of the 
subjects they thought most important 
and most fitting to be made the subject 
of a Vote of Censure on the Government, | 
the Leader of the Opposition was not | 
concerned with, because he did not 
share their views, or wish to support a 
Vote of Censure which they might move. 
For example, they might take the subject | 
of the unemployed. On those benches! had a general measure of acceptance 
there was an overwhelming desire to dis-| and the same absence of serious con- 
cuss the issue of unemployment, but they | troversy. He was afraid that could 
had no reasonable opportunity for doing | not be said of the Bill mentioned by the 
so. The other evening discussion dodged | right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
round motor cars, tuberculosis, un- | Bordesley, nor could he include the 
employed, and a great number of other repeal of the Crimes Act for Ireland 
subjects; but there was no possibility | in the description; he would be glad 
of getting a direct vote on unemploy- | jf it could receive universal assent ; but 
ment. He maintained that the Labour | jt certainly could not be said to be non- 
Party had aright to put that issue before | controversial. As regarded Bills that 
the House and the country from their | did fall within that category, the Govern- 
own point of view. The Leader of the} ment would extend similar facilities to 
Opposition did not feel at one with them | those they had extended to others in 
on that matter; the right hon. Gentle-| the earlier part of the session. As to 
man had a perfect right to his opinion, | the point raised by the right hon. Baronet, 
but the Labour Party claimed the right | the right to raise important matters on 
to have their opinion also, What he|a Motion for adjournment, he would 
had just said, he was convinced, had the | be prepared without changing the phrase- 
full support of a large mass of the popula- | ology of the Resolution, to undertake 
tion of the country, and he appealed to | that, when it was represented to the 
the Prime Minister in the full knowledg» Government that there was, on the 
of that to give their Party the same| part of any body of Members, a 
privilege of moving a vote of censure on | serious demand of the kind with sub- 


Mr. J, MacVeagh, 


'to make this Resolution as practically 
consistent with the general convenience 
of the House as was possible to carry 
out its main object. The terms of the 
| Resolution followed verbatim a similar 
Motion proposed a few years ago by the 
Leader of the Opposition. The points 
raised divided themselves into two groups. 
First, in reference to private Members’ 
Bills, he thought the Government had 
shown every consideration to those 
which had secured anything like general 
assent, and he was prepared to do the 
same with other Bills standing on a 
similar footing—that was to say, if they 
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stantial support, the adjournment should 
be moved before the remaining Govern- 
ment Orders were reached at half-past 
Eleven, so that the time might be occupied 
with the discussion of that Motion. 


Str CHARLES W. DILKE said that 
so far as he was concerned that would 
meet his point. 


Mr. ASQUITH said that it might 


stand as a promise. 


Sir CHARLES W. DILKE begged 


leave to withdraw his Amendment. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. A. E. W. MASON (Coventry) said 
he would like to call the attention 
of the Under-Secretary for the Colonies 
and of the House generally, to a 
Paper which had perhaps been overlooked 
in their discussions, but of the value and 
importance of which there could be no 
doubt whatever. He referred to the 
report of Mr. W. L. Mackenzie King, 
Deputy-Minister of Labour in the Govern- 
ment of the Domirion of Canada, on his 
mission to this country in connection with 
Asiatic labour. He reed not refer in 
particular to the details of the mission. 
Mr. Mackenzie Kirg came over here in 
March, on the initiative of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, to consult with the British 
authorities on the great and important 
subject of Asiatic immigration; and 
owirg to the co-operation between the 
India Office and the Colonial Office, and 
the Colony represented by Mr. Mackenzie 
Kirg,asettlement was arrived at. That 
Report was of great value, if only for the 
extreme cordiality of its tone and frank 
recognition by Canada of obligations 
of citizenship within the Empire. But 
the Report was still more valuable, not 
only as a settlement of a particular inci- 
dent, but as a statement of a great pro- 
blem which would have to be faced in the 
years to come, and which, if not treated 
with the greatest discretion and sagacity, 
would undoubtedly become a very great 
and constant danger and even a menace 
to the integrity of the Empire at 
large. In this Paper he was inclined 
to believe the principle and_ policy 
of Asiatic immigration was laid 
down for the first time, and was capable 
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of a much wider application than i. the 
particular instance of Canada. The hon. 
Members for Leeds and York rather 
swept the problem out of the way by stat- 
ing that we must take it as a sure thing 


that the Colonies would not accept 
Asiatic immigration. That was only 


stating half of the problem ; in this Paper 
they found the whole problem stated by 
Mr. Mackenzie King as follows— 


“The variegated character of the British 
Empire is in no par.icular, perhaps, more fully 
exemplifGed than in the circumstance that 
within its confines are to be found all the 
features which the problem of Oriental immi- 
gration presents,” 


Thus, they had two sides to the 
question; they had the Colonial 
side and the Asiatic side, and 
he believed that the ‘Paper to 


which he had referred would be often 
quoted in the House as the beginning 
of a settlement of the problem. They 
were quite clear on one side of the pro- 
blem. The Colonies had the right, 
universally recognised nowadays, to 
restrict Asiatic immigration according 
to their own wishes and desires. The 
Colonial restriction was the result of 
their economic policy; the entzy of 
Asiatic; into their territory was 
liable to lower the standard of living ; 
while, on the other hand, there was a 
growing disinclination in this country 
to interfere at all with internal Colonial 
Government. But we had to consider 
not merely the question of the Colonies 
restricting Asiatic immigration, but 
also the problem of Asiatics  try- 
ing to find their way into those 
countries and being treated under cir- 
cumstances which involved suffering, 
and, as they conceived, humiliation 
and degradation on their part. He 
would like to urge particularly in 
dealing with this question of Asiatic 
immigration that our policy in England 
should be to teach the native Indians 
that they had a right arising from 
British citizenship. It was essential 
that the native Indian should be aware 
that the Imperial policy in so far as he 
was concerned, was a policy of great 
solicitude for his welfare, and that that 
should be brought home to him by his 
contact with the Indian Administration. 
That was a question to which the most 
serious thought and consideration must 








2027 


be given. The problem was bound to 
grow, as the dsire of emigration 
on the part of Asiatics, especially in 
India, was bound to grow. Take the 
over-crowded frontier towns on the 
North-West of India. Within the year 
1906, 48,000 Afghans migrated into 
the frontier districts, which were already 
over-populated. When he was out there 
not long ago on a frontier trip, he found 
that not a man was at home; all had 
gone to Bombay seeking work in the 
mills, or serving on board ship, and 
sending their earnings home. That was 
certain to be more and more the case 
as long as the British power remained 
in India; and he was one of those who 
believed that the British power in India 
was the one safeguard against rebellion 
and war. What was true of the North- 
West frontier was also true of other 
parts of India where the desire to spread 
abroad was getting greater and greater. 
We could not shut our eyes to this 
problem. We could not say to the 
Colonists that we had solved the whole 
problem ; ,but he believed that in this 
Paper by Mr. Mackenzie King there 
was the gerrm—much more, the principle— 
of a definite policy which was capable 
of great extension, and which, if ex- 
tended, might save us from great danger. 
Here was to be found an arrangement 
arrived at by means of co-operation 
between the India Office, the Colo- 
nial Office, and the Indian Government. 
There were men in India who were 
deluded as to the prosperity that awaited 
them if they emigrated, and the whole 
affair had been settled with the co- 
operation of the British and Canadian 
Governments. But if that co-operation 
had taken place before the emigration 
had begun, the whole trouble, and a rather 
dangerous subject, would have been 
avoided. He thought they should get 
some co-operation between the Govern- 
ment and the India Office, in which case 
a great step would be taken towards the 
solution of this very difficult question. He 
believed that in the new machinery which 
had been set up by the Government they 
had a means by which this co-operation 
could be obtained. What was required 
was some sort of Imperial Intelligence 
Department. What was called the Con- 
ference Secretariat might be used and ex- 
tended for this purpose. He believed that 


Mr. A. E. W. Mason 
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if that office could be enlarged so that 
it should form a sort of clearing house 
for information, an intelligence depart- 
ment through which information might 
be disseminated throughout the Empire, 
the dangers which had arisen in the past 
and which awaited us in the future, 
unless this matter was grappled with, 
would be avoided. We had, as he had 
said, the machinery, and he urged the 
Under-Secretary to take into his con- 
sideration the necessity of insuring that 
in a short time all the necessary infor- 
mation should be sent to the Govern- 
ments concerned, so that these troubles 
might be put an end to. He thought 
this was a most important question, and 
well worthy of a few moments’ attention 
on the part of the Government. In the 
Conference Department they had the 
opportunity and would be able to tell 
whether in any part there was or was not 
any opportunity for Asiatic labour. 
There was also another consideration, 
and that was the terms on which Asiatic 
labour should go to any Colony. If the 
Department could arrange those terms, 
they would arrive at a certain harmony 
between the various British Dependencies 
and others parts of the Empire which 
did not exist at present, but which 
certainly must be insured if this vast 
Empire of ours was to be kept flourishing. 


(Autumn Sittings). 


THE UNDER - SECRETARY or 
STATE ror tHE COLONIES (Colonel 
SEELY, Liverpool, Abercromby) said he 
was sure no Member of the House would 
quarrel with his hon. friend for having 
brought this matter forward, and that 
the House would not wish a matter 
of such overwhelming importance to 
be left where it was without some state- 
ment from the Government; for it 
was true that the whole future of the 
Empire depended on the steps now 
taken, and that it was quite easy to 
shatter the Empire by taking a false 
step. The matter was brought to a 
stage of acute difficulty only a few months 
ago, and, in consequence, they had this 
Report, which the hon. Gentleman 
had referred. He wished to say at 
once on behalf of the Government 
that they appreciated most warmly 
the manner in which the Canadian 
Government had met them in this most 
difficult matter. They also appreciated 
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warmly the manner in which Mr. 
Mackenzie King had conducted the 
negotiations ; for he had shown that, 
however difficult a matter might be, 
when a man of attainments, sincerely 
desirous of preserving the unity of the 
Empire, was concerned in its discussion, 
a common agreement for the common 
good might result. That was the justifi- 
cation for the hon. Member’s bringing 
this matter forward. Although Mr. 
Mackenzie King’s Report showed that 
he himself realised that the diplomatic 
considerations involved were so delicate 
that one must speak with restraint, 
it was, nevertheless, important that 
there should be the fullest discussion 
on the matter and that it should be 
looked fairly in the face, and his right 
hon. friend the Prime Minister shared 
that view. The difficulties arose in 
consequence of the immigration into 
Canada, not only of Indians, but other 
Asiatics, and especially Japanese and 


Chinese. He would not dwell on the 
Japanese immigration, because — the 


Japanese Government had agreed to 
restrict emigration as far as possible, 
and had shown the most friendly 
desire to co-operate with the Canadian 
Government and four own (Govern- 
ment. But, on the general question, 
might he appeal to the House not 
to adopt any superior attitude in this 
matter—not to say, as people were 
tempted to say, “Surely all men in 
the Empire are equal,” and not to hold 
too closely to the principle of “ Civis 
Romanus Sum,’ and say: “ Being a 
citizen of the Empire, I can go where 
I please,” and that any attempt to 
exclude a citizen of the Empire was 
unjust and must be resented by the 
Imperial Government. It was easy to 
utter those very proper sentiments, 
because we had no corresponding dangers 
menacing us in this country. Not only 
had we no menace of the kind, but 
objections were raised at the slightest 
symptom of Asiatic immigration. He 
had heard a statement from his right 
hon. friend the President of the Board 
of Trade that he was proposing to take 
action in regard to the increase of Chinese 
seamen in British ships in the coasting 
trade of this country. He did not say 
we ought not to take these objections, 


but jhe, said we ought, and therefore we 
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ought not to take up a superior attitude 
against the Colonies who found them- 
selves confronted with a far more urgent 
danger. His hon. friend was quite right. 
He had told them what happened on 
the frontiers of India, where happily 
owing to British rule the people were 
turning to peaceful pursuits and the 
population was increasing. The out- 
ward extension of Asiatics was not 
likely to diminish, but there were indi- 
cations in the Colonial Office and, he 
understood, also in the India Office, 
that there was plenty of work in India 
for able-bodied men to do, and that 
the tendency towards extension was 
confined only to certain areas. Having 
given that word of caution or com- 
fort, whichever hon. Members might 
think it to be, he must admit that 
the matter was of urgent importance. 
The burden of the cry of those who said 
that we must take a stronger attitude 
to induce our Colonies to accept the im- 
migration of any of our fellow-subjects 
was Civis Romanus sum. A_ citizen 
of the British Empire, it was said, ought 
to be able to go where he pleased. Of 
course a difficulty was caused. When we 
had some great function here, anda citizen 
of the Empire from India shook our 
statesmen by the hand, immediately 
afterwards citizens of the Empire from 
Australia and Canada went through the 
same ceremony. On the other hand, 
Euclid’s statement that things which were 
equal to the same thing are equal 
to one another was not always capable 
of application to political matters, and 
could not be carried to its logical con- 
clusion, because there were reasons, racial 
and economic, which made people of a 
particular race determined not to admit 
persons of another race or another and 
lower stage of civilisation. Notwith- 
standing the temporary abandonment of 
the doctrine of Civis Romanus sum, there 
was reason why they need not regard it as 
a complete disaster. He would remind 
the House of a better Latin saying: 
Homo sum; humani nihil a me alienum 
puto. In English he would say: “ God 
made all men in his own image; and 
therefore all men are my kith and kin.” 
That was a wider doctrine than the 
doctrine that in matters of civil liberty 
the citizens of the Empire should have a 
privilege over the citizens of the world. 
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Even that wider doctrine could not be 
applied, first of all because of climatc 
conditions. Mr. Mackenzie King’s 
Report was conclusive on that point. 
He said— 

“It was clearly recognised in regard to 
emigration from India to Canada that the native 
of India is not a person suited to this country ; 
that, accustomed as many of them are to the 
conditions of a tropical climate, and possessing 
manners and customs so unlike those of our own 
people, their inability to adapt themselves 
readily to surroundings —s different could 
not but entail an amount of privation and 
suffering which renders the discontinuance 
of such emigration most desirable in the interests 
of the Indians themselves.” 


Adjournment 


He believed that to be absolutely true. 
The immigration into Canada that 
t ok place resulted in great suffering to 
the Indian immigrants. They were not 
suited to the places they settled in, and 
this also applied to those who went 
to British Columbia. He had seen all 
the papers, confidential and other, and 
he could assure the House that Indian 
immigration into Canada had _ been 
a failure from the point of view of the 
immigrants themselves. Then there was 
the economic difficulty—the trade union 
difficulty—caused by the determination of 
the men in the country not to have their 
wages cut or a race introduced which 
could work for less because on account 
of its physique it could live on less, and 
because on account of its habits it did not 
require such a high development of 
comfort. That was a point which must 
never be lost sight of. Great white com- 


munities could not be expected to allow | 


their economic standard to be lowered 
in this way by a vast immigration of 
those who could live on next to nothing, 
work longer hours, and who required 
none of those accessories of life to which 
the white population had been used for 
centuries. But the most important diffi- 
culty was racial antipathy. It was 
all very well to say that all men were 
equal and brothers; there were many 
poople who would not assent to that 
doctrine. It was the duty of philosophers 
and Christians to remove racial antipathy 
before statesmen and politicians intro- 
duced an alien element. To take the 
opposite course and enforce the principle 
that a citizen of the Empire should be 
able to go all over the British Empire 
before a favourable state of feeling had 


Colonel Seely. 
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been created could only cause infinite 
suffering to both the races concerned. 
A striking, almost tragic, illustration of 
this fact was to be found in the present 
situation in the Southern States of 
America, where the presence of an 
alien race had caused acute suffering 
to both black and_ white races, 
What policy ought they to pursue?! 
He spoke on behalf of the Government 
and could not be expected to speak 
with that precision which one could do 
if one was speaking at large without 
reference to views which must have 
relation to all parts of the world as well 
as those which they were now discuss- 
ing. The first principle was that while 
they trusted that the self-governing 
colonies would realise to the full the 
immense difficulties that must be brought 
upon the Empire by a policy of cruel 
exclusion against the 300,000,000 of 
Asiatics who formed an integral part of 
the Empire, they must agree to the 
demand that those colonies might exclude 
|whom they pleased. They admitted 
| that if a self-governing colony decided 
| that they must exclude a certain class of 
| persons, the Home Government could 
| not interfere. Why was there anything 
contrary to the best doctrines in that 
assumption ? He would ask those who 
considered it a cruel doctrine to reflect 
on the words of Herbert Spencer. 
Herbert Spencer said— 

“T am entirely in favour of the policy of 
excluding Asiatics from America or restricting 
them within the narrowest limits, and for this 
reason—if they come in large numbers either 
they will mix with the population or they will 
not. In the latter event they will ultimately 
become, if not slaves, practically in the position 
of slaves. If they do mix they will form a 
bad hybrid. In either event difficulties must 
arise, and in the long run immense social dis- 
organisation.” 





Though the Government had no wish 
or intention of interfering with our self- 
governing Colonies in regard to the 
policy of exclusion, certain principles 
could be laid down to which he thought 
the whole Empire would agree. If 
persons were admitted they must be 
given civil rights. ‘* Free” or “not at 
all” seemed to him the sound principle 
for the British Empire. He would not 
trench on controversial ground. Sone 
people might say that this raised the 





whole problem of Asiatic immigration 
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into the Transvaal. He thought not, 
for those who were in favour of that 
course always stated that it was a tempo- 
rary expedient to overcome an emergency 
caused by the war. If a people were 
admitted at all, there should be a common 
standard of liberty and all should be 
potential citizens. There was the other 
plan of making the best of both worlds 
—admitting people and then sending 
them back after using their labour, but 
nobody agreed with that. He therefore 
thought that they must agree to the 
principle that if anybody was admitted 
under the British flag, he 
admitted as a potential citizen. The 
third principle they might lav down 
was that those who were already there 
must be treated well, fairly, and gener- 


must be 


ously. He had before him two great 
Blue-books dealing with the situation 
of the Indians in the Transvaal. He 


did not pretend that the Government 
viewed without what might 
happen to those Indians if the policy of 
exclusion was carried to the length of the 
dismissal of those there. 
It was a strong thing to ask that any 
subject of the King should be deprived 
of his living through no fault of his own. 
It was undesirable to make a mystery 
of a matter, but he might say that on 
this matter negotiations were proceeding 


concern 


who were 


and telegrams passing probably even as he 
spoke, so that he could not make a state- 
ment on that portion of it, but he thought 
they might agree that if the self-govern- 
asked that they might 
exclude the fellow-subjects of the King 
because certain reasons made it imperative 


ing Colonies 


that wages should not be cut down, 
because the climatic conditions would 


make them unhappy, or because racial 
antipathy might cause riots, at least we 
might say that they should treat with 
the utmost generosity those subjects of 
the King who were there already. From 
that Report it would be seen that in 
Canada they had met us in a friendly 
spirit, and he could only say that in all 
the conversations which took place there 
Was one note only, and that was that 
Canada was determined to make things as 
easy as possible for the home country 
in dealing with that difficult problem. 
The Government had confidence that 
the Governments of Australia, Natal, 
the Transvaal, the Cape, and New 
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Zealand would show the same _ spirit 


as Canada had shown, realising that 
ours was a great heritage, and that 


it could only be held together by mutual 
forbearance on all sides. His hon. friend 
had suggested that we might bring 
this mutual forbearance a little nearer 
and make it a little more real if we were 
what he called the Conference 
Secretariat, which, he thought, was a 
better name than the Imperial Secre- 
tariat, to take up this matter. He 
thought it was necessary for us to make 
the Imperial Secretariat a reality, to 
make it, as it were, the great clearing- 
house for the Empire, where all the 
different laws might come and be con- 
sidered and reported upon to the other 
Colonies by the Secretariat, so that it 
might be possible for every part of the 
Empire to know what the other parts 
were doing. He thought that should be 
and he would represent to the 
Secretary of State the desirability of 
doing it. He could only sav in con- 
clusion that if this matter was difficult, 
he did not think it unsolvable or 
that there was anything to prevent, 
before very long, complete co-operation. 


to ask 


done, 


Was 


Str GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
suid that they must have listened to the 
speech. of the hon. and gallant Gentle- 
man with great interest and pleasure, 
because the Under-Necretarv had recog- 
nised the principle which, if this Empire 
was to hold together, must be main- 
tained by the central Government here 
in London as well as by the Colonies 
and that was that the 
Colonies must have the fullest of control 
over their own immigration. He wanted 
to draw a distinction between the native 
question, the coloured labour question, 
as found in the native races resident in, 
say, South Africa, and those who came 
from different parts of the Empire. As 
the Under-Secretary very aptly said, 
when there came a question of lascars or 
the employment of Chinese on British 
ships running from here to the Southern 
Seas, there were protests in that House 
from all parts. We were extremely 
jealous not only of our standard of 
labour but of the standard of wages 
and of any invasion of the native rights 
in labour of the citizens of this country. 
| The Under-Secretary had said there were 


4A 


themselves, 
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three reasons why the Canadians ob- | representatives to confer with the Im- 
jected to Indian immigration, but there | perial Government. That was the real 
was something deeper than either of | basis of a true Imverial Porliament, 


those three things. It was a credit to 
the thought and the feeling of patriotism 
of the race. They did not want to in- 
corporate into their country the effects 
of the old plantation life, which meant 
simply that the white man would not 
himself do the lowest forms .of work 
so long as the black man did it. The 
real reason why the Australians and the 
Canadians objected to Asiatic immigra- 
tion was this—the fear that it would 
produce the eifects produced in the 
Southern States. the West Indies, and 
everywhere where Polynesian and Orien- 


and from just such interchange would 
come the gre.t solution of our Imperial 
questions. If this Government and future 
Governments and other Colonies did what 
Canada had done, we were on the high- 
way to placing our Colonial policy on 
the ground where we had placed our 
foreign policy, where private Members 
would hesitate to intrude, and would 
trust the Government of the day, be- 
lieving that its policy was continuous. 


*Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 


| bury) asked if the Under-Secretary was 
}in a 


position to make any statement 


| with regard to the Imperial Government's 


tal labour had been introduced. Unless 
the structure of their national lhfe 
was built up from the lowest forms | 


of labour performed by the white man 
from the beginning, they knew that that 
national life must be rotten in the end. 
If they were to have a national life at 


| put those questions 
| was 


all the white citizen should do all the | 


work, from the digging of the ditches 
and the trenches to the highest, or 
the civilisation would be unsound. 
That lay behind the action of Australia 


else 


and Canada. The Under-Secretary 
smiled, no doubt thinking of South 
Africa, because of course it might seem 


strange that he should make that state 
ment, but his position regarding the im- 
portation of Oriental labour into South 
Africa had always been that it was only 
to tide over a very difficult time of 
reconstruction of finance and commerce 
there. 
thing for South Africa to-day to be 
obliged to import coloured labour from 
outside. It complicated her own great 


cent. to 48 per cent. He sympathised 
deeply with the position taken up by 
the Under-Secretary, and he believed 
that what he had said that day would 
have its echo in every corner of the 
Empire, because he had recognised the 
constitutional position and the national 
position which our Colonies had taken 
up. If the Government had pursued 
the same policy regarding immigration 
in the New Hebrides a different result 
would have followed. He commended 
the Government on taking the view 
of appealing to the ( 


He had felt that it was a bad | 


pay ng the salary of Dinizulu, whether 
he had been committed for trial, and 
on what charge he would be tried. He 
because Dinizulu 
a British subject for whom the 
Imperial Government had incurred special 
obligations, and Dinizulu had the right 
to have them fulfilled, even although 
self-government had been granted to the 
white people in Natal. 


CoLoNEL SEELY said he would read 
a telegram which had just arrived, and 


| which, concluding as it did an unfortunate 


: . : : é | by your 
é 7e question if she imported 45 per | 
native question 11 4 I I | His Majesty's Government to make 


misunderstanding between the Govern- 
ment of this country and Natal, he 
would very much like to give. The 
telegram began— 
asked me to communicate 
‘With reference to the 
concluding portion of the Secretary of State 
the Colonies’ telecram No. 2 of the 23rd 
, Ministers have this'morning been advised 
Excellency that it is the intention of 
payment 


* Ministers have 
the following minute ; 


tor 


inst. 


| to-morrow on account of Dinizulu’s salary. 
| Ministers understand from Sex retary of State 
for the Colonies’ telegram referred to that His 


has been influenced in 
Dinizulu’s salary by 


Majesty’s Government 

respect of payment of 
belief that his defence will be prejudiced by 
lack of funds. Ministers are equally anxious 
with His Majesty’s Government to avoid such 
a contingency, and whilst maintaining that 
their contention is correct on question of sus 
pension of salary they are prepared, if approached 


| by Dinigulu, to provide sum of money to assist 


‘olonies for mutual | he welcomed that telegram, 


him in his defence.’ ”’ 

He need hardly say that his noble friend 
| proposed to telegr: aph back saying that 
‘and that 


counsel, and asking that they should send | he assumed that the sum they proposed 


Sir Gilbert Parker. 
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to pay would be at least equal to the 
salary which we should have paid, the 
important thing being that money should 
be forthcoming for the defence of this 
native chief. The actual merits of the 
case remained as before, but they were 
a subject for friendly discussion later on. 


money for the defence of Dinizulu, and 
the Government welcomed this conclusion 
to an unfortunate difficulty and trusted 
that no such difficulty would occur 
again. He regretted he had not got 
the other information asked for, but as 
soon as it came he would have it com- 
municated to the Press. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent, 
Ashford) said he wished to ask the 
Government to define the position they 


held in regard to the hop industry. At | 


the beginning of the session the Prime 
Minister, then Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, promised to receive a deputation 
on the subject, and in reply to a speech 
which he made in connection with the 
Address to the Crown he suggested an 
inquiry instead of receiving a deputation. 
The inquiry was held, it had take the 
whole session to conduct that inquiry, 


and now they had the Comumittee’s | 


Report before them. Therefore he 
thought he had some claim to ask the 


Government to proceed in the autumn | 


session 


with the legislation indicated 
in the conclusions arrived at by the 


inquiry, for if they had not had the | 


inquiry they could have had the matter 
dealt with this session. He would like 
to refer to a speech of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer a few days ago, in which 
he seemed to have been led rather far by 
the conclusions which the Hop Commitee 
had arrived at. He personally very much 
regretted the decision of the Government 
to take no steps to deal with what he 
believed was the real root of the difficulty, 
viz., the competition from America. He 
did not think the Committee really dealt 
with that point, and the Government 
who had thought it necessary to support 
a Committee in reference to the Meat 
Trust might well have given more atten- 
tion to the question of whether there was 
not a Hop Trust also trying to destroy 
this native industry in our midst. The 
right hon. Gentleman, in his speech the 
other day, seemed to have been influenced 
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by the fact that there were 3,000,000 less 
barrels of beer drunk now than before, 


| and that therefore there must be less 


hops used, but the whole argument of the 
hop growers was that the special difficul- 
ties under which they were suffering had 


| arisen within very recent years, in the 
For the moment they were paying the 


last two or three years. The statistics in 
the Report showed that in the last three 
years there had been no diminution at 
all in the number of barrels consumed, 


| the figures being 34,400,000, 34,000,000, 


and 34,300,000, The right hon. Gentle- 
man had also laid stress on the fact that 
much less hops were used in each barrel of 
beer, but in the last three vears that had 
remained practically the same, viz., 1°83 
lb., 1°86 lb., and 1°85 lb., and there fore 
those arguments did not apply to the 
present condition of things, which was 
what the growers complained of. If they 
turned to the question of the relative 
supply of home hops to the foreign 
production, they would see that during 
the last three years the percentage of home 
production to the total supply had really 
got to the smallest figure except that of 
1905, when there was a crop far in excess 
even of the total consumption. The 
figures for the last three vears were 55°96 
per cent., 52°59 per cent., and this year 
it had fallen very much below that 
figure, and yet the Committee suggested 
that 70 per cent. in their opinion was the 
| actual relation which they might depend 
upon of home-grown to foreign hops. 
Therefore, all these statistics, if dealt 
with for the period to which the growers 
desired to call the attention of the 
Government, showed that the points on 
which the right hon. Gentleman relied, 
trusting to the Report, did not really 
apply to the present condition of things. 
The hop growers were most urgently 
asking the Government to find some 
remedy, and if they could not go so far as 
to carry out some remedy which would 
really deal with the question they must 
content themselves with something 
less. On the only occasion when the 
question of a duty was brought to a 
division before the Committee, only four 
of the eleven members of the Committee 
voted against the duty; three voted for 
it, and there were three absent, and those 
three who were absent were the hon. 
Member for Rye, who had already 
| proposed a duty in his own Report, the 
4A 2 








2039 Adjournment {COMMONS} (dutumn Sittings). 2040 
hon. Member for Faversham, who, in the same Bill. As marking had 


although intimately connected with the 
hop-growing district, did not attend the 
meetings in connection with the Report 
at all, and the hon. Member for Falmouth, 
who made a strong speech in favour of 
dealing with foreign competition in 
introducing a deputation to the right hon. 
Gentleman the other day; therefore 
every member absent was more or 
less in favour of dealing with this question. 
He could see that the Government were 
in a difficulty in dealing with the 
question. It was difficult to separate 
it from the general question of tariit 


reform. He had always urged that 
it should be dealt with separately, as a 


matter of dumping and unfair competi- 
tion, but it was extremely difficult for the 
Government to deal with it, and he was 
not surprised that they were not willing 
to deal with it in that way ; and if that 


was so, he thought thev had some right 
to ask the Government to promise 


them that in the autumn they should 
have legislation dealing with two other 


main points of the Report. He was 
grateful for the right hon. Gentleman’s 
sympathetic words the other day in 


aaswer to a deputation, and his object 
raising the question was to 


) 


now 


raise the hopes of the growers with 
the belief that thev would have 
some relief for their difficulties in the | 
autumn. On the question of hop 
substitutes, he hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would confirm the Answer 


he gave to a Question the other day and 
make it clear that the Government 
intended legislating seriously, and not 
merely to bring in a Bill which, if 
there was any opposition, would be 
dropped. He believed that in the main 
there would be no controversy raised 
on that subject. He knew the hon. 
Gentleman below him, who was con- 
nected with the brewery trade, might 
sav there were some preservatives 
which had nothing to do with hops, 
but what thev desired was that all 
substitutes or supplements which took 
the place of hops should be barred, 
for in the opinion of the Committee 


their use should be prohibited. In 
regard to the question of marking, 


he hoped the Government would assure 
taem that that question also would be 
dealt with during the autumn session 


Mr. Laurence Hurdy. 


legislatively, 


always been a peculiar characteristic 
of the hop trade, there could be no very 
strong arguments for alleging that the 
foreign hops should be free from that 
which applied SO strongly to the home 
production. They had been told that 
the American trade was now depressed, 
but when they remembered that the 
trade in Oregon increased from 344 
acres in 1890 to 3,000 acres in 1890, 
and to 15,000 in 1900, they could see 
that the increase had been so enormous 
that the depression now in no way dealt 
with the difficulties they were contending 
against. They must remember that 
peither substitutes nor marking would 
satisfactorily deal with Oregon hops, 
and it still lay with the Government 
to find some measure for relieving 
the industry in that respect. He would 
like to ask the hon. Gentleman repre- 
the Board of Agriculture 
whether he could give him an assurance 
that further information should be 
obtained. for them, that in the foreign 
countries they should have agriculture 
experts who would give them the in- 
formation the growers required, and 
that in the internal arrangements of 
the Board of Agriculture itself more 
attention would be paid to giving in- 
formation as to the best qual lities of 


senting 


hops and other details, such as were 
recommended by the Committee in the 
last paragraph ‘of the Report. Some- 


thing might be done administratively, 
and he thought more could be done 


and he hoped the right 


hon. Gentleman would calm the minds 
of the hop growers throughout the 
country by enabling him to assure 


them that the Government appreciated 
their and that in the autumn 
session some legislation of a remedial 
character would be given them. 


case, 
a 


Mr. ESSEX (Gloucestershire, Ciren- 
cester) re the hon. Member for Ashford 
had pointed out that he had put a 
question to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer the other day asking him whether 
he could see his way to introducing a 
measure prohibiting the use of hop 


substitutes in the manufacture of beer 


in the United Kingdom, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in his reply had 


| declared himself to be highly favourable 
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As they 


autumn on some such lines as that, if | had got the sympathetic ear of the Chan- 


he could be sure that it would not be 
received in an antagonistic spirit by any 
considerable section of the House, and 
would meet with general support. He 
did not know what knowledge the hon. 
Member for Ashford might have, but he 
himself was inclined to believe that a 
proposition of that kind, if presented to 
the House in a certain 
meet with very strong and warm support. 
The other claims which were made were, 
he thought, wholly untenable. They 
could not possibly ask that this one 
industry should have preferential treat- 
ment by the imposition of a duty on 
foreign competitive supplies coming to 
this country. Every other industry, 
that of the barley grower, for instance, 
would want similar treatment, and the 
whole vicious programme would 
opened up. There was no earthly reason 
why their friends in Kent, hard as their 
case might be, should come before that 
House and demand to specially 
treated. He was not so much concerned 
about marking, but he was afraid that 
a mistake was being made by its Kentish 
advocates, for they had proof that this 
marking was In many ¢ases an advertise- 
ment for the foreign growers. He would 
point out to the hon. Member for Ashford 
that the trouble complained of all over 
the two counties to which the hon. 
Gentleman referred was of which 
we had not the sole enjovment in this 
country. The Hop Report told them 
that this terrible business of grubbing, 
which sounded so awful in the ears of 
agriculturists, was not unknown in Ore- 
gon or Washington. In this voluminous 
Report he had not been able to put his 
finger on the exact figures, but he thought 
he was correct in saying that no less than 
30 per cent. of the hop area of Oregon 
had been grubbed up within a recent 
period because they, like ourselves, were 
finding that the world’s markets were 
for some reason or other not so eager 


be 


be 


one 


to purchase their products as they had | 


been. That had happened constantly ; 
and if there was a depression in one great 
market, in all probability that depression 
would be felt in other countries and 
amongst other people. It was appar- 
ently so in this case, and in the Colonies 


form, might well | 


’ 


cellor of the Exchequer, he would like 
him to deal not only with hop substitutes 
but with substitutes for malt extracts. 
He did not propose that they should go 
on the lines of a pure beer Bill, but he 
had been told, in reply to a Question, 
that the right hon. Gentleman did not 
think that the matter of substitutes for 
malt extracts was on the same footing 
as substitutes for hops. How the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer arrived 
at that conclusion he did not know, but 
he was bound to say that he thought 
the right hon. Gentleman had some 
reason in his active mind which had not 
leaked out in the carefully considered 
printed Answer which he had given him 
the other day. If the right hon. Gentle- 
man found it difficult to deal with the 
matter on the same lines as hop sub- 
stitutes, might he suggest that the Bill, 
with regard to all hop substitutes, should 
take this form, namely, that as other 
articles, such as coffee and butter. were 
by law to be declared what they really 
were when they were mixed—the one 
with chicory, for example, and the other 
with some ingredient other than pure 
butter—so a man, when he bought a 
glass of beer, should have declared to 
him the composition of the liquor, where 
it consisted of substitutes, so that he 
might know when he was buying a 
product of the doctor's shop or of the 
laboratory, instead of a product of 
the fields of his own or other countries. 
It seemed to him that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer might well go on 
with such a Bill; it would not in 
the least interfere with the principle 
of free trade; for if the chemist 
brewed a better beer—and he was glad 
to see one of the great experts present— 
than the brewer placed on the market, 
at any rate he was sure that the farmers 
and agriculturists of the country geners 
ally, and of Kent and other counties, 
would be only too glad to welcome the 
placing of this particular product on the 
market under conditions not less severe 
than those to which many other traders 


had to submit in reference to other 
products. 
Mr. GRETTON (Rutland) said he 


those who grew hops were making com-|so far agreed with the hon. Member’s 
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case in regard to hop substitutes that 
he believed he could brew better beer 
from malt and hops only than from any 
combination of substitutes. He did not 
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'Government firmly turned their faces 


know whether that was the view of other | 


brewers, and he did not think he ought 


to pursue the subject without consulting | 
them. As regarded the question of hops, | 


he found himself in entire agreement with 
the views of the hon. Member who opened 
the debate. 
perly brought before the House the very 
urgent condition of the hop industry. 
That was abundantly proved before 
the Select Committee by all the wit- 
nesses who represented the hop industry, 
whether as growers, importers or factors. 
There was no doubt that during the last 


The hon. Member very pvo- | 
| but the 


two or three years the hop trade generally | 
had been through a period of exceptional | 


stress and difficulty, and he believed they 
hada very urgent c ase indeed for considera- 
tion. He was sure the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, from what he had said to 
deputations, would not take that step 
which they considered to be the only step 
which would really be effective in placing 
the English hop industry upon a sounder 
and more stable footing. Every grower 
and merchant, with very few exceptions, 
had urged on the Committee that the only 
remedy was a duty upon foreign imported 
hops. Animport duty would undoubtedly 
place the English grower on a sounder and 
more stable footing in competition with 
hops which were grown abroad and im- 
ported into this country. It appeared to 
him that one of the main arguments 
in supporé of this view was the fact that 
hops in many cases abroad were grown 
in climates which enjoved a great pro- 
portion of sunshine and were more regular 
than the climate at home. When we 
hada bad season, which was unfortunately 
not very seldom, it was certain that there 
would be foreign hops of higher quality 
grown under more favourable conditions. 
That appeared to be the strongest argu- 
ment, and if the English grower was to 
continue to grow hops, as they all desired 
that he should—every brewer wanted 
as many good English hops as he could 
get—the English grower must have some 
assurance of stability in prices in order 
that he might not make great losses, 
which undoubtedly had occurred in the 
last season. That, however, was not a 
practical question at present, as the 
Mr, Gretton. 


| they 


against suggestions in that direction. 
He entirely supported the proposal for 
the prohibition of hop substitutes, but 
the hop-growers, in resolutions which 
had recently passed, had gone 
a little further than that, and 
had expressed the opinion that pre- 
servatives, which were necessarily used 
also, took the place of hops. That 
view was put before the Committee, 
witnesses who advanced it 
were not able to maintain it. They 
failed to produce any evidence to support 
it, and the expert witnesses expressed 
an opinion exactly contrary to theirs. 
This was a very much larger and wider 
question than the House realised. Pre- 
servatives were used in nearly every liquor 
sold in the country, and in jams and 
preserved fruits. With regard to the 
making of hops, he had not much ex- 
pectation that it would afford any sub- 
stantial relief. It had been rightly 
said by the hon. Member for Cirencester 
that it might very easily become a two- 
edged sword, and it would undoubtedly 
in some cases give greater prestige and a 
greater guarantee of the market quality 
of foreign hops. But it would tend to 
put an end to the system which they 
had evidence existed in some cases of the 
mixing of foreign hops of an inferior 
kind with those of a rather better grade, 
and selling them as the growth of a 
particular district in this country. There 
was no evidence before the Commi'‘tee, 
nor was it his experience, that this was a 
practice largely resorted to, but there 
was evidence that in some cases it did 
occur, and marking of hops would un- 
doubtedly tend to do away with it. The 
marking of hops. however, was a rather 
more complicated question than might 


appear. Foreign countries had their 
own system of marking hops. For 


instance, those most in demand on the 
Continent and in America were grown 
in small allotments. No one grower had 
a sufficient number of hops to send to the 
market, and they were taken into a town 
and there marked with an official seal. 
That was not on all fours with the 
system which prevailed in this country. 
He was in entire agreement with the 
hop-growers that on the whole it was 
desirable that foreign hops should be 
marked as far as possible in the same 
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way as was now required by law in this 
country, and on these lines he was 
perfectly prepared to support a measure. 
He hoped the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer would take early steps to deal 
with this question. The Board of Agri- 
culture could undoubtedly do a great 
deal. The hon. Member for Ashford 
had urged upon the consideration of the 
Board of Agriculture the question of 
collecting statistical information. Then 
there was the question of carrying on 
upon an organised scale the growing of 
hops. The cultivation of hops was a 
scientific industry which they had not 
been able to go into as thoroughly as 
they should have done. The Board of 
Agriculture ought to undertake ex- 
periments and organise investigations 
into the question of which were the best 
soils for growing hops in England. If 
they established agricultural research 
institutions they could have those ex- 
periments carried out by experts. He 
made that suggestion because he was 
convinced from his own experience that 
a great deal might be done by obtaining 
fuller information and having carefully 
worked out experiments on practical 
as well as scientific lines in regard to hop- 
growing in this country. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE pointed out 
that this question had been brought 
before him recently by a deputation 
who put their case to him ably, 
lucidly, and temperately, and who fully 
realised the limits bevond which the 
Government could not be expected to go 
in dealing with the difficulties of the hop 
industry. He thought he might sav that 
on the whole they were satisfied with the 
undertaking the Government had given. 
The hon. Member who introduced this 
subject had challenged one or two 
statements he had made to that deputa- 
tion, and he wished tosava few words in 
reply to his criticism. He pointed out to 
that deputation that, as a result of a 
careful investigation made by a Committee 
of the House which had been inquiring 
into the matter, so far from there 
being an increase in the importation of 
foreign hops, there had been a considerable 
decrease in the last few vears, and, there- 
fore, the difficulty did not arise from the 
importation of foreign hops. The figures 
of the importation of foreign hops showed 
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a very considerable decline in the 
importation—— 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY said he 
did not know whether the right hon. 
Gentleman had before him the figures 
circulated in answer to a Question put 
to him in Mav last, because those figures 
showed that there had been an increase. 


Me. LLOYD-GEORGE said that if 
the hon. Member had taken a range 
of thirty vears for his survey he 
would have found that the great evil 
was not in the increased importation 
of hops from foreign countries, which 
had, in faet, decreased and was a 
diminishing evil if it was an evil at all. 
The hon. Member said thev should look 
at the figures for the last three vears, 
but surely that was not sufficient. They 
were bound to have fluctuations in the 
market, and they might have a verv good 
vear in hops in one particular vear followed 
by a bad vear. The hop industry was 
bound to import more foreign hops in a 
bad vear than when the hop industry 
in this country was in a flourishing state. 
Consequently a great deal depended 
upon fluctuations, and it was a fairer 
test to take twenty or thirtv vears, and 
taking a period of that kind show ad 
a very considerable decline in the im- 
portation of foreign hops. Thirty vears 
ago the average importation of hops into 
this country was 215,000 ewts., but the 
average for the last ten years was only 
186.0: Wewts., showing a decrease of nearly 
30,000 ewts. Consequently if the hop 
industry was suffering it was not due to 
any increase in the importation of foreign 
hops. He pointed out to the deputation 
that it had been clearly established that 
the present condition of the industry 
was due to the fact that there had been a 
smaller consumption of beer, amounting 
to 3,000,000 barrels in the course of the 


last seven years. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY : Not inthe 


last three vears. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said it was not 
the last three vears that established the 
drift of any trade. They had to take a 
much wider view. The hon. Member had 
taken too narrow a view of beer, and he 
ought to look at it from a broader point of 
view. The difficulty was mainly due toa 
smaller consumption of beer. The hon. 
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Member should approach the subject from 
a freer and broader point of view. IH 
they rushed into legislation on this 
subject they might make a mistake. The 
hon. Member was not conservative enough 
to his mind. Ee did not like the revolu- 
tionary tendency of the hon. Member. 
He was much violent and ex- 
treme a man to his way of thinking. 
The hon. Member asked for sweeping 
legislation because in three 
there had been changes in _ the 
trade. The changes were due to 
several causes. There had been a 
teduction in the production of beer to 
the extent of 3,000,000 barrels in the 
course of seven That was due 
to a change in the habits of the people, 
a change not to be deplored, and, if less 
beer was required, there must be less 
use of hops. Then again less hops had 
in recent vears been used in brewing. 
But the people could not be compelled 
to drink more beer or brewers to use 
more hops. There was another factor 
which the hon. Member had ignored, 
the use of cold storage. In the old davs 
when there was a good hop season all 
that were required by the brewers were 
used and the remainder destroyed, 
but now when there was a good season 
the brewer bought large quantities 
because the price was low,and he could 
lav up what he did not then require in 
cold stores and had a reserve upon which 
he could draw. This cold-storage system 
the hon. Member did not approve of : 
probably he would like to go back to 
the old days when these fantastic ideas 
were unknown. But he could not do 
it; these were progressive days, and we 
must adapt ourselves to them. It might 
be a comfort to our own producers to 


too 


Vears 


vears. 


know that, if thev suffered, foreign 
competitors suffered also. In Oregon 


things were so bad that it was resolved 
to grub up 530 per cent. of the hop planta- 
tions. The American cultivator 
ready to do this, and he, finding one 
cultivation was not remunerative, used 
his land for another: he did not ask 


Vas 


for the artificial manure of legisia- 
tion. Of 16,000 acres under hops in 


Oregon 5,000 were converted to some- 

thing else in a single vear; and out of 

5,000 in Washington, 2,000 had been 

converted to something else in a single 

year. That was due to the smartness 
Mr. Tloyd-George. 
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of the American farmer. He would 
point out incidentally that hop land 
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paid about £3 per acre, whereas the 
same land used for another purpose 
would only pay 50s. per acre. While 


in Kent the acreage of land under hops 
had decreased, in Worcestershire and 
Herefordshire the land under hops had 
increased in the last thirty years. Wor- 
cestershire and Herefordshire were for- 
midable competitors of Kent for the 
time being, but the hon. Member for 
Kent did not want a 50s. duty on hops 


from the West of England. The hon. 
Member had made something out of 


the fact that the duty suggested in 
the Committee was only thrown out 
by a majority of one. There were three 
absentees, and he tried to suggest that 
they would have voted for a duty. 
The hon. Member for Rve would have 
voted in favour of a duty. It was not 
correct, however, to say that his hon. 
friend who introduced the deputation 
to him was in favour of a duty, for he 
had distinctly stated that he was against 
it. The hon. Member for Faversham 
went into the Committee with a pre- 
dilection in favour of a duty on hops— 
a predilection to which no doubt he was 
assisted by representations made to him— 
and after listening to the overwhelming 
evidence against it he found it was 
absolutely impossible to support that 
proposition. He had already written 
to the papers to Say that he approved 
thoroughly of the recommendations of 
the Committee. Now he came to the 
position in which the Government stood 
in the matter. The Committee had 
reported against hop substitutes. He 
was quite prepared to act on that 
recommendation. The hon. Member 


‘for Rutland himself acknowledged that 


deleterious substitutes were used in cer- 
tain cases. 


Mr. GRETTON : 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Very well; 
thev did not want a matter of that 
sort to be imported when it had the 
incidental effect of being detrimental 
injurious to a British industry. 
The Government were, therefore, pre- 
pared to act upon the recommendation 
of the Committee in that respect, and 
that the same obligation of marking 
hops should be imposed on the foreigner 


In one case. 
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as was imposed by law on the British 
hop-grower. That was not at all in- 
consistent with the principles of free 
trade. At the same time his experience 
at the Board of Trade was that on 
the whole the British trader suffered 
who insisted on the marking of foreign 
goods. {n many cases it had been 
merely an advertisement for the foreign 
goods. 


Mr. JOHN WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
That is not the case when the marking 
is 1. general terms. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that the 
suggestion was to mark the 
hops absolutely with the producer's 
name. and the advertisement would 
be still greater in that case. He would 
seriously invite the hop-growers of Kent 


foreign 


to reconsider the matter and see whether 
they would really benetit by it. They 
knew their own business best: and it 
matter after all. It 
could not be an injustice if they were 
deliberately of opinion, after careful 
reflection, that it would be an advantage 
to their industry to impose the same 
obligation on the foreigner as on the 
British producer. He now came to 
the question as to whether the Govern- 
ment proposed to deal with the subject 
effectively, The other day in answel 
to a Question he stated that thev cer- 
tainly proposed to give effect to the 
unanimous recommendations of the Com- 
mittee. but that that depended upon 
the opposition which the Bill would 
meet with. The hon. Member met 
his statement with the objection that 
if the passage of such a Bill was made 
conditional upon the absence of opposi- 
tion they might get no Bill at all. 
He wanted to point out to the hon. 
Member that the Government could 
not devote much time in the autumn 
session to a Bill of this kind, although 
he did not see why the Bill should 
occupy much time. It was perfectly 
clear that the hop-growers were unani- 
mous on the two points referred to, 
the Committee was unanimous, and 
the House was practically unanimous. 
He felt it was in the power of the Opposi- 
tion to enable the Government to deal 
with this matter before the session was 
over, and with their assistance and 
approval he hoped to do so. He had 


was a business 
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already given instructions to have a 
Biull draited. It would be 
to bring in a general Revenue Bill, 
and whether the Bill he promised would 
be a separate Bill of two or three clauses, 
or would be incorporated in the Revenue 
Bill he had yet to consider, because 
he had to consult with his experts and 
with the authorities of the House. He 
had not wished to give merely a sym- 
pathetic answer to the hon. Member 
for Ashford, but a promise, and he 
meant to redeem that promise with 
the assistance of the Opposition. 


necessary 


*Mr. MORRELL (Oxfordshire, Henley) 
said he wished to draw attention to a 
matter of the utmost importance to the 
rural districts of the country, viz., the 
working of the Small Holdings Act. 
The Act had aroused the greatest 
interest, and the highest 
possible hope in the rura! districts. In 
the course of a few months 20,000 applica- 
tions had been made for land, most of 
them perfectly substantial and sound. 
But they represented onlya small par‘ of 
the enormous number of people who were 
waiting to see how the Act worked before 
thev put in applications. At present 
very little had been done except to 
inquire into the applications. The 
amount of land which had been actually 
granted was very insignificant, and the 
amount of land proposed to be dealt 
with under all the schemes that had 


possible 


been submitted came to a_ very 
small fraction of the total demand. 
He was not prepared to say that the 


delay could not be justified. He believed 
there were a great many reasons for it. 
He knew that the county council of 
Oxfordshire were doing a great deal of 
work under the Act, and that there 
was much to be said for the present 
policv of the Commissioners in not 
bringing pressure to bear on the county 
councils tco soon beeause, obviously, 
they must wait and see how the Act was 
going to work before the Commissioners 
stepped in. But if the delay was 
justifiable it made the argument all the 
stronger for saying that they must 
make quite sure that sooner or later 
the Act was going to succeed. What 
he wanted to know was whether 
the Small Holdings Commissioners 


at the present time were really 
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doing all that was necessary to 
guarantee success. Were they carrying 
out their present duties in such a way 
as to ensure that every suitable applicant 
r be abl and which he 
would be able to get the land which he 
required ? He did not mean the actual 


piece of land that a man asked for, 
but whether the Commissioners were 
carrving out their duties jin such 


a way as to ensure that a man would 

the amount of land he required. 
He thought and he would give 
reasons for so thinking. Under 
Clause 2 of this Act the Commis- 
sioners were required to ascertain 
for themselves the extent of the 
demand and the means by which 
that demand could be reasonably 
satisfied. That was the substance of the 
second section of the Act. If it had any 
meaning at all it meant that the 
Commissioners ought to know not 
merely the sum total of the applications, 
but the amount of land required by, and 
the name of each applicant. At the pre- 
sent time it was true to say that out of 
the 20,000 applications that had been sent 
in the Board of Agriculture had no de- 
tailed knowledge of more than 2,000; that 
so far as the remainder were concerned 
they had only the information supplied 
by the various county councils that 18,000 
applications had been received. He did 
not think that with regard to any 
of the whole 20,000 applications they 
could at the moment sav what 
the name of each applicant, the amount 
of land he required, or the date of his 
application. They certairly could not 
sav so with regard to 18,000 of them, and 
vet that information ought to be in the 
possession of the Board of Agriculture, 
because until they had got a proper record 
of the applications it was impossible to 
tell what was the extent of the demand. 
They had beer told that the county 
councils had this information and that 
they were always able and willing to 
give the information to the Board 
of Agriculture, ifit wasapplied for. That 
might be so, but there was no real guaran- 
tee whatever that the county councils had 
sot the information in the right form. 


get 
not, 


his 


was 
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the Board of Agriculture would be in a 
far stronger position if they had in 
their own possession the actual record 
of the demand made. The Committee 
were told that that would entail a great 
amount of work and much duplication, 
Surely more Commissioners ought if 
necessary to be appointed to see that the 
Act was properly carried out. If there 
was a proper register of all the applica- 
tions the delay at present occurring 
would not greatly matter, because they 
could say to each applicant : “ Although 
there is at present a difficulty in getting 
the land vou want, sooner or later it 
will be provided. Your application is on 
the books of the Board of Agriculture, 
and if vour claim is good vou will get 
the land.” That in itself would do good, 
because many of these applicants had not 
much faith in county councils. and if 


{they knew that their application was 


recorded in the books of the Board of 
Agriculture they would be more inclined 


toholdon. It would also beacheck upon 
the county councils. After all, sooner or 
later, the Commissioners would have 
to take action. There would be many 
jcases with which the county council 
would not be able to grapple. There- 
fore he wanted to see the Com- 
missioners prepare the ground now 
so that there would be a proper 





| 


de did not know whether the courty | 


councils preserved particulars of all the 
applications they received, including 
applications rejected by them, and the 
reasons for such rejections. He thought 


Mr. Morrell. 


Court of Appeal, and he did not think 
they could do that unless they started 
with a proper Then with 
regard to experimental holdings. Under 
Clause 16 the Commissioners had power 
to acquire land, divide it up into small 
holdings and demonstrate the fact that 
small holdings could be a success. Under 
Clause 39 they were empowered to ini- 
tiate schemes of co-operation for the small 
holdings they had established in this way. 
it was a remarkable fact that nothing 
had been done to put those clauses into 


regi ster, 


operation. The argument was that it 
was unnecessary to demonstrate the 


feasibility of the matter, but it was never 
superfluous to show any successful ex- 
periment, and if they could get colonies 
of small holdings established by the 
Board of Agriculture with a really good 
system of co-operation, with good credit 
banks under the direct supervision of 
the Board, so far from that being a dis- 
couragement to the county councils 
it would form a most instructive and 
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valuable inducement to them to put 
the Act more fully into operation than 
they did at present. It was idle to 
argue that because experimental holdings 
were started in a county there would be 
difficulty in enforcing the other pro- 
visions ot the Small Holdings Act. It 
seemed to him that it would put the 
Board of Agriculture in a much better 
vosition for saying to the county councils: 
“We require you to carry out schemes, 
md to start small holdings,” if they 
had shown the way. 
It was of the utmost importance that the 
Board of Agriculture should reconsider 
‘heir policy on those two points if they 
really wished to make the Act a success. 


themselves 


*Mr. MONTAGU (Cambridgeshire, Ches- 
terton) said that no one who had listened 
to the debate could have failed to 
realise the importance of the subject to 
those who lived in agricultural districts, 
and the great misgivings they had on 
the subject, and all those interested in 
the Small Holdings Act ought to be 
grateful to his hon. friend who had 
played so large a part in directing Parlia- 
mentary attention to the working of 
the Act. He himself represented a 
part of a county the Act 
working, he thought, remarkably well. 


where was 


Ten thousand acres of land had been 
applied for. A large number of local 
inquiries had been held by a_ small 
mmittee, and even with the most 


energetic application of the provisions 
of the Act, there must inevitably be a 
very great delay in the working of it. 
'n scattered districts the applications 
required a large amount of time and 
travelling, and a scheme had then to 
be put forward, and the committee had 
to get the county council to consent to 
put forward a Therefore, he 
lid not feel despondent about Cambridge- 
shire, where three farms had already 
bought, and where the county 
ouncil was putting itself with great 
determination to satisfv the demands, 
although it realised that if the existing 
(lemand was to be satisfied before Michael- 
mas, 1910, it would be necessary to 
wquire land at the rate of 590 acres 
ver month. He coull not speak too 
highly -of the patriotism of the com- 
mittee which hid set an example to the 
whole country. The demand for smal] 


scheme. 


heen 
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holdings was necessarily greatest where 
experiments showed that small holdings 
were a success, and the problem which 
the county council had to face was the 
application for nearly all the land in a 
parish where it was already farmed by 
small holders from whom they could not 
even if they wouldtake land. Hewished 
there ‘had been a provision adequately 
to compensate sitting tenants, but that 
was “chose jugee.’ It showed that 
the wav to get a demand for small 
holdings was to prove in_ particular 
parishes how well they worked, and it also 


' showed the great need for not hesitating 


any longer to put into force those por- 
tions of the Act which entitled the 
Board of Agriculture to start experi- 
mental small holdings. As reg rds 
other coun‘ies he would remind the 
representative of the Board that one 
great obstacle in the way of the 
successful working of the Act was the 
timidity on the part of those for whom 
the Act was designed. The Board should 
make it obvious to possible applicants 
that even if thev feared to make appli- 
cation to the county council, at any 
rate to the Board of Agriculture they 
might fearlessly make their applications 
and be greeted sympathetically. He 
would give an experience of his own 
with regard to a scheme for small hold- 
ings before the Act came into force. 
Certain of his friends desired to start 
a scheme. Public meetings were held, 
and applicants were asked to stay 
behind and give in their names if they 
would take small holdings, but no 
applicant ever staved behind. A canvass 
from door to door of possible applicants 
was undertaken, by people interested 
in the scheme, but no applications were 
received. It lovked almost hone'ess to 
start small holdings in that neighbour- 
hood, but when, in enthusiasm, the 
gentlemen interested took the land and 
got it ready, in a very few weeks there 
were more applications for small hold- 
than could possibly be satisfied, 
and the explanation was that no man 
was going to mark himself as being dis- 
contented with his lot until the land he 
was going to till was there under his 
eves. His object in quoting that was 
that these were exceptional cases. It 
was the that there was distrust 
of small some districts, 


Ings 


case 
holdings in 
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particularly where the people had not 
been shown their feasibility or utility. 
But everybody must acknowledge that 
in some districts there were great objec- 
tions to small holdings. Many men 
dwelling in the country did not want 
to see them, and many speeches were 
made against them, and a large amount 
of the delay in the working of the Act 
was caused by the objection to the 
establishment of small holdings, and 
on the other hand, by fear on the part 
of possible applicants that a desire for 
small holdings might militate against 
them. Under those circumstances he 
would implore the Board of Agriculture 
io go out of its way to advertise through- 
out the country its earnest desire, which 


all knew the President of the Board of | 


Agriculture had, to ensure the good 
working of this Act, and to demonstrate 
to the people who were going to apply 
for small holdings the best methods 
of cultivating the land. He further 
thanked the Government for consenting 
to pay half the experses incurred, in 


inquiries, but hoped thev would eventu- | 
| } ; 


ally pay the whole cost, for the rates 
must be carefully safeguarded if the Act 
was to be a success. 


THe TREASURER or tHe HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir Epwarp SrracHey, Somer- 
setshire, 8.) said he could assure the hon. 
Members for Henley and Cambridge that 
their fears were really groundless. If 
they had been able to make inquiries, as 
the Board of Agriculture had been making 
and were continuing to make into the 
working of the Act by the various county 
councils, thev would be quite satisfied 
that in the great majority of cases the 
county councils were doing their very 
utmost to put the Act into force, and 


that they had done an immense amount | 


of work and almost as much as could be 
expected of them in the short time which 
had been at their disposal since the 
passing of the Act. Reference had been 
made by his hon. friend to the number 
of applications. Some 19,000 applica- 
tions had been received for somewhat 
over 300,000 acres of land. When the 
Report asked for by his hon. friend was 
printed and circulated, his hon. friend 
would know a great deal more of the 
details, and it would, he believed, make 
it clear that the Board had done very 


Mr. Montagu. 
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useful work. He regretted with his hon, 
friend that the Report was not in the 
hands of hon. Members at the present 
|moment. But that was not anv fault 
of the Board of Agriculture. They had 
brought up the Return to 30th June 
last, and the Report was now in the 
hands of the printers. It did not rest 
with the Board of Agriculture as to how 
soon it would be circulated, but with the 
Stationery Office, and he hoped there 
might be no great delay but that the 
Report would be shortly in the hands 
of hon. Members. 


Mr. ROWLANDS (Kent, Dartford): 
Has there not been great delay in getting 
it from the printers ? 


Str EDWARD STRACHEY said not 
|more than usual. Like the two hon. 
| Members who had just spoken, he was an 
‘enthusiast in the matter of small hold- 
ings; and, like them, not only did he 
represent a county division, but he also 
lived in the county he represented, and 
took a great interest in the working of 
local administration. Taking into con- 
sideration the short tire the Act had 
been in force, and other considera- 
|tions, he contended that the county 
‘councils had done their very utmost 
|and there was no doubt they were most 
anxious to put the Act into force. It 
was only a question of giving the county 
councils time. It would be seen in the 
Report when published that 2,000 acres 
| of land had been either bought or leased 
by county councils up to 30th June, but 
| his hon. friends would be interested to 
know that then a further 1,00 
acres or more had been applied for undei 
schemes. Sooner or later every appli- 
/cant would be able to get land, provided 
| he was suitable and qualified to take a 
small holding, having the 
capital, and ready, perhaps at some 
inconvenience to himself, to move out ot 
his particular district, and not insist 
that he must have land provided for him 
at his back door or even within a mile 
or two of his home. Every applicant 
had, of course, a right of appeal to the 
Board of Agriculture. There were 
numerous applicants who were dissatis- 
fied and had appealed to the Board of 
Agriculture, and in every case the Board 
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had investigated the case and_ seel 
that justice was done. There was 4 
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case the other day which showed that 
county councils were not alwavs to 
blame. In the county of Dorset a very 
good farm consisting of 1,100 acres was 
offered. It was inspected by one of the 
inspectors of the Board of Agriculture. 
and held to be entirely suitable. The 
council were prepared to take the farm 
at £450 a vear. There were a 
farmhouse and buildings and a vood 
water supply. When the county council 
offered it to the applicants there were 
twenty-two in number, but when the 
inqui y was held only one of the appli- 
eants was willing to take one of the smal 
holdings of thirty or forty acres, the farm 
being considered too far away from the 
place where they lived. He also assured 
his hon. friend that the Commissioners 
were doing their duty admirably, and 
there was no reason to complain of the 
wav they were carrying out the Act. 
Thev were, indeed, most anxious to see 
that the Act should carried out. 
He had already informed his hon. friend 
in answer to a Question that the noble 
Lord the President of the Board of 
Joriculture did not think it was necessary 
to go to the expense and the trouble of 
having a separate register kept of every 
single applicant. His noble friend thought 
it was quite sufficient to leave the details 
in charge of the county council,who could 
yet at anv time the name and occupation 
of anv man in the countv. At the same 
time, his noble friend had reports eiving 
a certain amount of details as to the 
:pplicants and their professions, but 
what. of course, the 


cood 


he 


soard relied upon 
principally was that at anv moment they 
could call upon the county council to 
give information as regarded not only 
the total number of applicants in any 
particular district, but any particular 
application. It was not necessary to 
appoint more Commissioners, because 
the county councils must carry out the 
obligations placed upon them in resp ct 
of the details of the Act. It was the 
of the Act that the county 
councils should carry out the whole of 
the details, re erving power to act 
to the Pres dent of the Board of Agri- 
culture. He could assure the House 
that Lord Carrington would not be 
afraid to act if the county councils refused 
to carry out their duties; but at the 
present moment there was nothing to 
ead him to suppose that the county 


essence 
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councils did not intend to carry out their 
duties or were not carrying them out at 
the present time. As regarded the 
question of putting Section 16 into force, 
there again it was perfectly clear to 
evervone that the President of the Board 
of Agriculture would be unable to put 
that section into force, because he 
would ke onlv to do so if the 
Board, after inquiry, thought it advis- 
abl» to do so with a view tothe establish- 
ment of small holdings in anv county. 
But, up to the present, the President of 


able 


the Board of Agriculture was quite 
satisfied, and did not think it necessary 
to put the section into force. With 
regard to what the hon. Member for 


Cambridgeshire had said in the matter of 
the Board setting up experimental farms 
showing the best means and modes of 
cultivation, he had great sympathy with 
the idea, not only regarded small 
ho'dings but as regarded large holdings. 
It was, for the 
Soard to up these experimental 
farms under the Act, and he could assure 
his hon. friend and the House generally 
that the Board, the President 
down to the Commissioners, were doing 
everything in their power to facilitate the 
easy working of the Act and the acquisi- 
tion of land by suitable applicants, and 
he was sure that if his hon. friends were 
only patient they would see in a very 
short time a very large number of men 
established in small holdings. 

Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton) 
said he was sorry to intervene at that 
hour, especially when he knew that the 
thoughts of Ministers and Members were 
far from there; but the fault was not his. 
He intended on the Home Office Vote to 
raise one or two questions, but owing to 
the limited time given to that very 
important Department he was unable to 
raise the question, and because of that 
inability he was compelled to keep the 
Home Secretary there that afternoon. 
The first question he wished to raise was 
with reference to the Isle of Man. Some 
six months ago the right hon. Gentleman 
received adeputation fromthe island—— 

*Mr. SPEAKER: I am very doubtful 
if the Isle of Man is under the jurisdiction 
of the Home Secretary. 

Mr. SEDDON : I have here the report 
of the deputation to the right hon. Gentle- 
man. 


as 


however, impossible 


set 
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*Mr, SPEAKER: Perhaps the right 
hon. Gentleman will develop his argu- 
ments. 

Mr. SEDDON said he only wanted an 
assurance from the Home Secretary. 
The deputation, the right hon. Gentle- 
man would remember, waited upon hin 
in February of this vear. According to 
the report, the Home Secretary’s attitude 
was sympathetic throughout, and the 
right hon. Gentleman intimated that 
he was convinced of the desirability 
of reform. The deputation asked that 


2 more democratic state of affairs should | 


be brought about that would approximate 
more to the democratic character of the 
Isle of Man, and that the Governor 
should be appointed for a term of year: 
and not for life. They also asked that 


the Legislative Chamber should be partly | 


elected and partly nominated. 
“Mr. SPEAKER: 
require legislation. 
done upon the ipse 
Secretary, but must 


That would surely 
That could not be 
dixit of the Home 
be done by a Bill. 


Mr. SEDDON said he was extremely 
sorry, but it was quite evident that the 
deputation thought the Home Secretary 
had the power of giving them the relief 
they sought. However, he would not 
pursue the subject further, except to ask 
whether it was true that the Island 
Authority had sent a secret document 
on the subject to the Home Secretary, as 
was freely rumoured in the Island. All 
he wanted was a statement from the right 
hon. Gentleman that no such document 
had been received, and that when the 
question was treated it would be treated 
on its merits. He turned to the other 
question, which was of great importance. 
It was the question of dock regulations. 
Two years ago when a certain Bill was 
before the House certain gentlemen 
interested in the shipping trade used their 
influence and made representations to 
certain Members, including himself, to 
remove their opposition to the Light Dues 


Bill. On that Bill he put down a block- 
ing Motion, so that the shipowners 


should meet the representatives of the 
dockers in friendly conference with refer- 
ence to a Memorandum sent out in 1904. 
On that occasion or two of the 
shipowners met one or two representa- 
tives of the dock workers, and a friendly 
arrangement was understood to exist 
that the former at some time in 


one 
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the immediate future would meet 
the dock workers in conference with 


reference to putting these regulations 
into operation. The regulations — he 
referred to were issued in 1904, and three 
years grace was given. The three years 
had elapsed, and last January the 
regulations were supposed to come into 
operation. The particular regulations 
to which he desired to call the attention 
of the Home Secretary were those refer- 
ring to the loading and unloading of 
ships. In Paragraph 6 of the Memoran- 
dum it was stated quite clearly what 
were the functions and duties of ship- 
owners. It was stated that ei her ladders 
should be attached to the hatchways, 
where they should be vertical, 
there should be handrails. His com- 
plaint was that these regulations were 
| honoured in the breach. He was informed 
| that two shipping firms in Liverpool had 
tried to carry out the egulations, but 
none of the others had. The dock 
|inspector reported and reported, but 
nothing further was done, and _ now, 
instead of the other shipowners carrying 
out the regulations, they were using their 
influence to compel the two shipping 
companies who were using ladders to 
take them away, because the Home Office 
| was not concerned in carrying out the 
| regulations in the Memorandum. — His 
complaint was that the inspectors were 
helpless and hopeless. They reported 
and reported, and that was the end of 
their operations. There was no hope of 
bringing about a unless the 
inspectors were instructed to prosecute 
the shipowners for not carrying out the 
regulations. He held that any regula- 
tion or law that was not put into opera- 
tion destroyed the moral influence of that 
House and the public respectively, and 
when he read in the paper such a state- 
ment as that made by a leading ship- 
owner in the North of England, and not 
distantly removed from one of the 
members of the Cabinet—he referred to 
Sir Walter Runciman—he was not at all 
surprised that the shipowners had not 
carried out the regulations laid down 
by the Home Office. Sir Walter Runei- 
man, speaking the other day, said that 
whenever the Government introduced 
legislation into commercial affairs they 
always made a mess of it. He had a 
list of various accidents which had 
occurred at the various docks in the 


or 


change 
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country. He could give the right hon. 
Gentleman the names of ships that had 
been lying in the docks at Liverpool 
which had no means of access at all so 
far as the holds were concerned. He 
would give one only. The — vessel 
was owned by the Dublin Steamship 


Company, and was named the “ Kil- 
kenny.” Some time ago one of the 
dockers was engaged trimming coal. 


There was no means of access or egress. 
This man went down to trim coal which 
began to move. The man wes in dinger 
of being smothered, and one of the other 
dockers had to straddle across the hatch- 
way and pull him up by a rope. His life 
was saved, but he was considerably 
bruised. 


*THe SECRETARY or STATE For 


Tae HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Grap- 
sTONE, Leeds, W.): Was that this vear ? 


*Mr. SEDDON thought it was last 
vear, before the regulations came in 


force, but his complaint was that in the 
meantime no attempt had been made 
to secure greater safety for the dockers. 


He asked the right hon. Gentlemai 
through his imspectors in Liverpool 


and other ports to get sufficient infor- 
mation to enable him to proseeute ship- 
owners who were wilfully ignoring these 
regulations, which were in the interest 
of life and limb of those engaged in 


docking. If the right hon. Gentlemar 
Was unable to take that course, 
then let him call a conference of 


shipowners and dockers, or let him 
receive a deputation of dockers’ repre- 
sentatives, and he would have such ap 
unanswerable case presented that from 
humanitarian motives alone he would 
enforce the regulations and compel the 
shipowners to carry out their obligations 
in the interests of the dockers. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE said it was true 
that he received a deputation from the 
Isle of Man. He agreed generally with 
the case in favour of the reform of certain 
institutions and gave a generally sym- 
pathetic reply. If the matter had not 


account of want of time. The constitu- 
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proceeded further it was entirely on | 


tion of the Isle of Man, which was interest- | 


ing and historic, raised all sorts of diffi- | 


cult questions on a small scale, which 
were by no means easy to manage. 
He could not say to what extent legis- 
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lation, would be necessary to make any 
ilteratio but it was his impressio 
that certain changes in the constitution 
be made without reference to 
Parliament. With regard to the specific 
question asked by the hon. Member. 
there was no foundation for the statement 


could 


that anv communication 
to the Home Office. 
quest 101 


mace 
With regard to the 
of docks he thought he coul 
show his hon. friend that the case was rot 
bad. The regulations had in feet 
been enforced in a great many cases, but 
there were great difficulties. He did rot 
gather that the hon. 
complaint’ with regard to shore work 
but limited his remarks to ships. He 
gave the case of the steamship “ Kil- 
kenny,” but so much of the regulations 
affecting the vessel as requir? structural 
alterations only came into force in 
January this vear, He could not say, 
theref re, whether or no there was ai v 


had beer 


so 


Member made any 


failure t» enforce the regulat ior s in that 
particular case. 


Mr. SEDDON: TI only gave the cas 


because the ship at the present time Is 
in the same position. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE agreed there was 
difficulty with regard to regulations so 
far as ships Were col cerned, al d especially 
in the foreign ships. There 
had been two prosecutions in Liverpool! 
this vear, al cd durn g April the services 
of two li spectors were W holly 


case of 


devoted 
to the question of enforeing the regula- 
tions. They had aletter from Mr. Sexton 
not lor g ago 


thev 


making certain allegations. 
asked him to supply 

with particulars of the cases 
had in mind, but no answer 
had vet been received from him. As 
soon as the particulars were received 
from him they would be closely ex- 
amined. The superintending inspector 
for the division was ready to meet Mr. 
Sexton at an early date in Liverpool 
so that he might personally investigate 
the question of enforcing the regulations. 
He did not know that he could say 
anything more at the present moment 
except that their inspectors had found 
considerable difficulty from the lack 
of assistance given by the workers. 
There had also been a noticeable falling 
off in complaints. In 1905 there were 
sixty-eight complaints ; in 1906, twentv- 
five ; and in 1907, only sixteen, of which 


and 
them 
he 
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seven referred to foreign vessels. That 
was an indication that a great deal 
had been done. The inspectors would 
be greatly assisted if the dockers con- 
cerned gave them more direct and 
immediate information. He hoped his 
statement would be satisfactory. 

*Mr. CLELAND (Glasgow, Bridgeton) 
said he was loth to enter into the debate, 
but his intervention was justified by 
the importance of the question he had 
to lay before the Secretary for Scotland. 
He thought it was common knowledge 
that the state of trade at the present 
moment in this country was far from 
satisfactory, and he knew of no place 
which had suffered so acutely and where 
the industrial crisis was anything like so 
serious as it was at present in the West 
of Scotland. He desired particularly 
to point out that in the course of the 
next three or four weeks they would 
be face to face with a most serious 
state of affairs which, he ventured to 
hope, the Government would do some- 
thing torelieve. He had lived in Glasgow 
for many years, but he knew of no 
time during the last twenty-five vears, 
even in winter, when things were as 
bad as they were at present. The ship- 
building industry was practically at a 
standstill, and although they were fortu- 
nate in not having to depend entirely 
upon one industry, still all the industries 
were slack, and the extreme slackness 
in ‘shipbuilding had hit every single 
industry on the Clyde and the western 
counties. If that was their problem 
in the summer time, what was it going 
to be in the winter? With regard 
to what had happened between the 
Scottish Local Government Board and 
the local distress committee, he pointed 
out that some months ago a local tund 
was opened for the alleviation of distress 
in order to aid the local committee in 
putting into operation the provisions 
of the Act of 1905. They raised locally 
£8,000, since which time they had con- 
tributed £4,000, which was more than the 
whole of the rest of the United Kingdom 
had raised. They had up to the present 
moment received in grants £9,600. In 
other words, they had raised locally 
almost £12,000, and received in grants 
under £10,000, compared with London, 
which raised £500, and received in 
grants £63,000, and Edinburgh, which 

Mr. Gladstone. 
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raised £500 and received in grants £6,600. 
The Scottish Local Government Board 
on Ist February issued a circular letter 
to the distress committees in Scotland. 
In that letter it was pointed out very pro- 
perly that the distress committees should 
not consider that their work was 
circumscribed and limited to the winter 
months. That was perfectly clear and 
fair, but what the circular did not state— 
and in this matter he did not wisk to im- 


‘pute any blame to the Scottish Local 


Government Board—was that if the 
distress committees did not ask for the 
‘otal sum they wanted before 31st March, 
no fresh grants could be given in the inter- 
vening months between Ist April and 
Ist August. Possibly all distress com- 
mittees ought to know the provisions 
and rules under which the Treasury acted, 
but unfortunately the Glasgow Distress 
Committee were ignorant of the Treasury 
rules when they responded to the circu- 
lar of the Scottish Local Government 
Board. They told the Board in clear 
and unambiguous language that they 
wished a certain sum to carry out their 
work up to 3lst March and a little 
beyond. They did not ask for more, be- 
cause they hoped the present collapse 
was temporary, and they did not desire 
to put forward a large lump sum until 
they were able to verify what the require- 
ments would be in the next few months. 
He ventured to think that that 
and wav of 
setting about the matter. Weeks passed, 
and some weeks after 31st March the dis- 
tress committees appealed to the Scottish 
Local Government Board, and then they 
were told that not one penny piece further 
could be forthcoming before the end of 
August. He did not wish to enter into 
the matter of the somewhat strained 
relationship which then ensued between 
the committee and the Scottish Local 
Government Board. It was sufficient to 
sav that eventually a very serious crisis 
was just averted. The Distress Committe 
threatened to resign, and that would have 
meant that 800 men would have been 
thrown on the streets of Glasgow. That 
crisis was, however, avoided because the 
Glasgow Corporation very generously 
came forward and provided funds in order 
to carry out the work and prevent those 
men being thrown on the streets. He 
knew that charges had been made against 
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the Glasgow Distress Committee, but he 
fancied those charges had not been based 
on plain facts. They were told, forexamp e, 
that they had been paying the men more 
wages than they received when in their re- 
gularemployment. That was not the case. 
He had taken out the figures with con- 
siderable care, and he found that the 
average wages of these men in their 
previous employment were 21s. 7d. per 


week, whereas at the relief works at 
Palacerigg they were 15s. 2d. Then 
they were told that Palacerigg was 


attractive, and that it was a pleasant 
holiday for the men to go out there. 
Palacerigg was some 600 acres in extent, 
about fifteen miles from Glasgow, and 
was land which the distress 
mittee had acquired for 
and reclamation. It 
bleakest and dreariest places in the 
whole of the West of Scotland, and 
after he had spent some hours there the 
other day he did not want to see the 
place again. Then they were told in 
addition that some of the men had been 
wastrels, that some of them had been 
seen going in and out of public-houses, 
and that some of them were shirkers. 
He had no doubt that was true to some 
extent, but in an aggregation of people 
out of work they were bound to find a 
certain proportion of men who were not 
proper recipients of this form of relief ; 
but what he contended—and he had 
into the matter with some local 
knowledge and devoted some amount of 
time and care to the question—was that 
these men and the work they performed 
would bear favourable comparison with 
that of other distress committees. But 
they would be face to face again with 
the same crisis within the next fortnight 
or three when the additional 
contribution which the corporation had 
voted would be exhausted; and what 
they felt was that, having regard to 
the fact that they raised so much more 
money than any other place, it would 


com- 
afforestation 
was one of the 


gone 


weeks, 


be extremely difficult to get still 
further ‘local subscriptions. They 
did not ask for favours; they only 
asked that they should be treated 
proportionately as other cities had 
been treated. He had always held 


the view that this system of giving doles 
and subscriptions in carrying out the 
Act of 1905 was a totally wrong system. 
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It would be far better to place the whole 
thing on the rates, But they had to face 
accomplished facts, and he appealed 
to the Secretary for Scotland not to place 
them in the unfortunate position of 
either having to appeal for funds, which, 
he feared, would not be successful, or 
closing down those works and throwing 
800 men on the streets of Glasgow to 
swell an already congested labour market. 
The Secretary for Scotland, if he exercised 
his influence over the Scottish Local 
Government Board, could help them 
much. He hoped he would exercise 
that influence, and do all he could for 
this great industrial community in 
the west, in order that this sad history 
of misconception and misunderstanding 
might not end in a local tragedy. 


*Mr. DUNDAS WHITE (Dumbarton- 
shire) supported the appeal of his hon. 
friend. In Glasgow and in many places 
round it there had been unemployment. 
but the local authorities and the people 
had exceptionally well towards 
relieving it. It seemed rather hard in 
the circumstances that the distribution 
of the grants had been conducted alo 
lines technical rather than 
He hoped that in the dis- 
tribution of the grant for the current 
year some more generous lines would be 
followed. He quite recognised that this 
was rather in the nature of a palliative, 
and whatever sum of 


done 


1: 
whlch were 


} 


sympathetic. 


money was dis- 
tributed, and however it was distributed, 
it would not touch the root of the evil. 
There was the strange phenomenon that 
while their large centres were overcrowded 
people were still flocking in from the 
country districts. The problem of the 
town was the problem of the country 
They would never 
problem of the centres until they had 
settled the problem of the outlying 
districts. They wanted to settle more 


too, settle the 


people on the land, and that could 
never be done until unused land 
could be obtained at a fair price. That 


question would never be solved until thev 
went on the principle of rating land at 
its market value. Thev wanted to im- 
prove their farming and industries in 
various ways. Over and over again, in 
the county he represented, people had 
complained that they had to pay too much 
for the land, and as soon as they began 
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to improve it by useful work their assess- 
ment and rates went up, and thereby 
development was checked, opportunities 
for employment narrowed, and the labour 
market in the towns became overcrowded. 
They wanted, as far as they could, more 
direct employment on the land, and in 
order to get that they must have such 
land reform which would give the culti- 
vators that abiding interest in the land 
which alone would keep them onit. It was 
only by legislation strenuously directed 
along these lines that they could hope 
to deal effectively with the evils which 
they deplored. These evils affected not 
only men and women, but in a still 
graver degree the children of to-day, 
who would be the men and women of 
to-morrow, because the homes were not 
what they might be, the nourishment 
was not what it might be, and children 
were forced into the labour market at 
far too early an age. These were the 
evils they wanted to check, and they 
wanted to deal with the problem as a 
whole. Palliatives might be necessary for 
the time being, but they must deal with 
the causes of the evil. Thev all recog- 
nised that any Minister who had a 
grant to dispense was placed in excep- 
tional difficulties, because all the appli- 
cants believed that their need was the 
greatest. These ministerial difficulties 
would continue until they went further 
than palliatives and dealt with the real 
root of the problem. When they did 
that he believed that they would find 
in many cases that these palliatives for 
unemployment would prove to be un- 
necessary. 


Adjournment 


THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Srxciarr, Forfarshire) said that 
anybody who had had experience of the 
work of distress committees or even 
voluntary agencies which had been 
dealing with this question must know 
that the distress committee of Glasgow 
had been carrying on their work during 
the past year with great anxiety and at 
the same time with great earnestness and 
diligence in the endeavour to cope with 
the evils with which they were appointed 
to deal. He was glad to take that 
opportunity of bearing his testimony 
to the way they had conducted their 
work, The hon. Member for the 
Bridgeton divison seemed to take a 
somewhat melancholy view of the public 


Mr. Dundas White. 
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estimate of the work of that committee, 
and he had also spoken of the misunder- 
standings, misconceptions, and even 
charges made against their adminis- 
tration. It was not his (Mr. Sinclair’s) 
duty that day to defend the work of 
that committee in detail, but he might 
say one word about the relations between 
the Local Government Board and that 
committee. He could not find in the 
transactions which had taken place in 
the last few months any substantial 
reason to think that as between these 
two authorities there was really any con- 
siderable measure of misunderstanding 
or misconception, or, indeed, ill-feeling 
of any kind. His hon. friend put the 
case in a nutshell when he mentioned 
that the prolonged distress, which had 
continued not only during last winter 
but down to the present time, had really 
taken everybody by surprise. It was 
never anticipated by the distress com- 
mittee, and certainly not by the Local 
Government Board for Scotland and 
by the Government, that the depression 
of trade and want of employment which 
existed in the Clyde distiict was going 
to be so prolonged as it had been, and 
it was that fact which had added to the 
anxiety of all those concerned in this 
matter of administration—not only the 
distress committee, but also the Local 
Government Board. It was the fact 
that they had been taken more or less by 





| would 


surprise that had added considerably 
to the difficulties of the situation. It 
not be the desire of his hon. 
friends that he should go into detail 
with regard to this subject now. It was 
|a very simple story. The end of the 
| financial year was 3lst March, and no 
Government, unless it came to the House 
| for authority, could expend money after 
| the close of the financial year. The 
House had been very continuously 
occupied during the present session, 
and it was only two days ago that the 
House gave its sanction to the further 
grant included in the Supplementary 
Estimates—a further grant at the dis- 
posal of the Treasury for application 
to this purpose. His hon. friend and 
those interested in Glasgow would, 
therefore, be relieved to know that this 
fund was now with the Treasury, and 
the Government could now draw upon 
it. He could also tell the hon. Member 
that the application which had now 
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been received from the Glasgow commit- | under 
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consideration. His 


| . . . . 
| friend had received some communications 


for Scotland had been forwarded by | from the company concerned, and he had 


him to the Treasury for consideration— 
he hoped favourable 
in connection with this matter. He 
did not think he need add any more 
to the general discussion of the question, 
which was a very difficult one. The 
Unemployed Act, under which they were 
working, was not a permanent statute, 
and it was only a matter of time when 
its amendment must be considered by 
the House. When that time would 
come it was not for him to say, but 
statute or no statute, amended or un- 
amended, this was a question of great 
complexity, which must be looked at 
from two points of view—from the point 
of view of a melancholy depression of 
trade and also in the more favourable 
light of things when trade was more 
brisk. It was a question of great im- 
portance, but as there were many 
varying views, he thought he would 
be consulting the convenience of the 
House if he deferred his further remarks 
to some other time. 

Mr. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy Burghs) said 
he ought to apologise for intervening 
even for a moment with regard to a 
matter which was of some local interest. 
Unfortunately this was the only oppor- 
tunity he had had thissession of mentioning 
the matter, notwithstanding that it was 
of very considerable importance to his 
constituency. When Parliament sane- 
tioned the Forth Bridge a statutory 
obligation was laid on the railway 
company to run a boat between Granton 
and Burntisland. The company 
cerned had failed to carry out to the 


and great hardship was thus placed on 
an important portion of the community 
in the East of Scotland when people 


came to Granton with the intention of | 
crossing the Forth and found that the | 
He had brought the | 


boat did not run. 
question on many occasions before the 
Board of Trade, and he only asked an 
assurance from a member of the Govern- 
ment that the railway company was to be 
compelled to carry out its statutory 
obligation. 

Mr. WHITLEY (Halifax) replied that 
he was desired by the President of the 
Board of Trade, who was unavoidably 
called away, to say that this matter was 


| full hope he would be able to send to 


consideration— | the hon. Member in a few days a detailed 


reply which would give satisfaction with 
regard to the complaint he had made. 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) 
said he wished to mention a case in reg ard 
ito India. He had not even warned the 
| Minister concerned, who had so many 
cases brought before him in this House 
which were not grievances and came 
from only one clamorous and not widely 
representative class. The grievance India 
had was that the grievances brought 
before the House were not her true 
grievances, but he was anxious that 
a grievance of loyal chiefs should be 
mentioned. He had no complaint to 
make of the action of the India Office 
in this matter; they gave him an answer 
that they were inquiring into it, and he 
was sure that they would do everything 
which was right. But it was of very 
| great importance when those who were 
loval to the British in India had any- 
thing to complain of that they should at 
least have their complaint mentioned in 
the House of Commons. The Kathi chiefs 
were afraid that the Government were 
interfering with their rules of succession, 
and were trying to enforce the rule of 
primogeniture, which they did not follow. 
He did not believe that that was the 
intention of the Government of India, and 
he wassure that the memorials which were 
under consideration would have every 
possible attention. But he wanted to 


|mention the matter because, when he 
con- | 


heard, as he did with the utmost 


; to the | indignation, sympathy expressed in the 
fullest extent that statutory obligation, | 


House with cowardly and _ seditious 
journalists who incited half-educated 
and ill-educated youths to crimes 
so foreign to the character of our 
admirable and amiable British-Indian 
fellow-subjects, he was anxious that at 
least in the case of friendly, loyal, and 
honourable chiefs, it should not be said 
that when they had anything of which to 
complain, it was not even mentioned in the 
House of Commons. He also desired to 
allude to a matter in which his consti- 
tuents were greatly interested, and that 
was the question of the relations of the 
Board of Education with the Welsh Cen- 
‘tral Education Board. This time last year 
he questioned the late Education Minister, 
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who did not stick to that desk but went 
to sea. His successor, he was glad to 
say, made a satisfactory announcement 
in the House concerning the point on 
which he then interrogated him, and 
satisfaction had been given, but only 


after a struggle. But there was 
still the question of the attitude 
towards the Welsh Central Board. 


Several speeches had been made on the 
subject, and everyone praised everyone 
else so profusely that it was astonishing 
why anybody thought it necessary to 
make any complaint at all. He had 
no objection to officials of any sort, 
he knew their merits and trusted them, 
but he knew their little wavs, one of which 
was to be acquisitive, and to grasp every- 
thing that came within their reach. He 
wished to warn them, on behalf of the 
Welsh people, not to attempt to interfere 
with the Welsh Central Board, which did 
its work well, and was a body to the last 
degree democratic, and had given every- 
body satisfaction, even the Welsh people, 
who hungry for education 
as any Brahmin in India. He begged 
the Education Board to be exceedingly 
chary of giving the Welsh Central Board 
even any suspicion that they wished to 
interfere with them, to curtail their 
authority, or to boss them from White- 
hall. He also expressed his satisfaction 
with the statement made by the Under- 
Secretary for the Colonies thatday. He 
regarded it as the grossest hypocrisy to 
attempt to force on any self-governing 
Colony any system, which we would not 
stand in this country, and which he was 
certain they would not stand in the 
Colony. No one would dare propose 
that in Britain Asiatic immigrants should 
be admitted to compete wholesale with 
British labour. Why then did we 
pretend that the Colonists were harsh, 
unsympathetic, and tyrannical, for acting 
in precisely the same way as we should 
act ourselves? He heard with great 
regret the tone in which in certain 
quarters the actions of our fellow cour.try- 
men in Africa were criticised, and his 
last word, in what looked likely to be the 
last speech of that section of the Session, 
was that such action and the spmpxthy 
expressed, not with the relatives of our 
innocent and foully murdered fellow 
countrywomen, not with a grossly mis- 
represented administration, not with a 
slandered public service, but with 
cowardly and _ seditious procurers of 


Mr. Rees. 


were’ as 


{COMMONS} 


the House. 2072 
assassins, filled him with the deepest 
indignation. 

Main Question put, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House, at its 
rising To-morrow, do adjourn until Mon- 
day, 12th October next; that for the 
remainder of the Government 
Business have precedence at every Sitting; 
that at the conclusion of Government 
Business each day Mr. Speaker do 
adjourn the House without Question put ; 
and that on Fridays the House, unless it 
otherwise resolves, shall at its rising stand 
adjourned until the following Monday. 


session 


OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL. 
Reasons for disagreeing to several of 
the Lords Amendments reported, and 
agreed to. 
To be communicated to the Lords.— 
(Mr. Lloyd (reorge.) 
IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL. 
Reasons for disagreeing to one of the 
Lords Amendments reported, and agreed 
to. 


To be communicated to the Lords.-- 
(Mr. Birrell.) 
MESSAGE FROM THE LORDSs. 


That they have agreed to,— 

Expiring Laws Continuance Bill, 

Public Works Loans Bill, without 
Amendment :— 

Friendly Societies Bill, with Amend 
ments :— 

Amendments to— 

Small Holdings and Allotments Bill 
[Lords], without Amendment. 

That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
“ An Act to consolidate The Companies 
Act, 1862, and the Acts amending it.” 
[Companies Consolidation Bill [ Lords. | 

And, also, a Bill, intituled, “ An <Act 
to amend the Lunacy Acts, 1890 and 
1891.” [Lunacy Bill [Lords.] 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments to be considered 
forthwith; considered, and agreed to. 


EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION, 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 31st July; Mr. Churchill]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 292.] 

Whereupon Mr. Depury-SPEAKER, pur- 
suant to the Order of the House of 
10th July, adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


Adjourned at nine minutes after 
Seven o’clock. 


Member. 


by the 


revision 


indicates 


commencement of a Spe ech 


Asterisk (*) at the 


An 





St 


its 
yn- 
he 
nit 
1g; 


Tet 


It ; 
it 


nd 


of 


nd 


he 
ed 


ut 


id 


rill 


? 
ec, 
ies 
ag 


Let 


nd 


eto 
to 
ed. 


ur- 
of 


put 


fter 


2073 Commission. {1 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, lst August, 1908. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


30ARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 

Report of procedings at the Eighteenth 
Annual Meeting of Representatives of 
Authorities under the Sea _ Fisheries 

» Regulation Act, 1888. 


DENMARK (NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF). 

Translation of the law establishing a 
new customs tariff for Denmark, with 
comparison, as far as possible, of the rates 
‘of customs duty contained in the new 
tariff with the rates at present in force 
and the English equivalents of both. 


Member 


STATISTICS. 

Statistical Abstract for the principal 
and other foreign countries in each year 
= from 1896 to 1905-1906 (as far as par- 

can be stated). Thirty-Fourth 


vdicates revision by the 


ticulars 
Number. 
TRADE, 

Annual statement of the Trade of the 
United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions, 1907. Supple- 
ment to Volumes I. and Il. Abstract 
and detailed tables showing countries of 
consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports ; with a 
prefatory memorandum. 


commencement of a Spe ech 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
Outline of the successive legislative and 
administrative conditions affecting the 
< relation of the Board of Education to 
> Agricultural Education. 


(*) at the 


I 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the ‘Table. 


1n Asteri 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 
Standing Order No. XXXIX_ con- 
sidered (according to order), and sus- 
pended for this day’s sitting. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Commons Regulations (Towyn Trewan) 
Provisional Order Bill: Moved, that 
Standing Order No. 102B be dispensed 
VOL. CXCIII. [FourrH Series. ] 
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with (The Lord Steward (£. Beauchamp) 
| (for the Earl Carrington) ); agreed to; 
Committee negatived. ‘Then (Standing 
Order No. XXXIX. having been  sus- 
pended) ; Bill read 3%, and passed. 


Commission. 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL. 


Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments, agreed to. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 
Brought from the Commons. Read 


l*: Then (Standing Order No, XXXIX. 
having been suspended), Bill read 2* (The 
Lord Steward (E. Beauchump)) >: Com- 
mittee negatived; Bill read 3*, and 
passed. 


House adjourned during pleasure, 


House resumed. 


COMMISSION. 


The following Bills received the Royal 
Assent : 
1. Consolidated 
tion). 
2, Finanee. 
3. Patents and Designs. 
+. Fatal Accidents (Damages) (No. 


Fund (Appropria- 


5. Police (Superannuation). 

6. Public Health (Markets in Rural 
Districts). 
7. Post Cttice Savings Bank. 

8. Tobacco Growing (Seotland). 

9. Wild Birds. 

10. Companies. 

11. Polling 
Councils). 

12. Polling Arrangements 
mentary Boroughs). 
13. Cran Measures. 
14. Evicted Tenants (Ireland). 
15. Agricultural Holdings. 
16. Public Works Loans. 
17. Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland). 
18. Small Holdings and Allotments. 
19. Bee Pest (Lreland). 
20, Friendly Societies. 
21. Naval Marriages. 
22. Expiring Law Continuance. 
23. Old-Age Pensions. 
24. Isle of Man (Customs Duties). 
5. Seed Potatoes and Seed Oats 
Supply (Lreland). 

26. Naval Lands (Volunteers). 

4 C0 


Districts (County 


(Parlia- 








Commission. 


27. Whale Fisheries (Ireland). 

28. Cost in Criminal Cases. 

29. Married Women’s Property. 

30. Polling Districts and Registration 
of Voters (Ireland). 

31. University of Durham. 

32. Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1836, 
Amendment. 

33. Registration. 

34. Coroners (Ireland), 

35. Endowed Schools (Masters). 

36. Irish Universities. 

37. Telegraph (Construction). 

38. Public Offices Sites (Extension). 

39. Ayr Corporation Tramways Order 
Confirmation. 

40 Buckie Burgh and Buckie (Cluny) 
Harbour Order Confirmation. 


41. Electric Lighting Provisional 
Orders (No. 1). 

42. Electric Lighting Provisional 
Orders (No. 2). 

43. Electric Lighting Provisional 


Orders (No. 3). 

44, Lanarkshire 
Confirmation. 

45. Lanarkshire (Middle Ward Dis- 
trict) Water Order Confirmation. 

46. Paisley District Tramways Order 
Confirmation. 

47. Land Drainage Provisional Order. 


Tramways Order 


48. Metropolitan Commons  Pro- 
visional Order. 
49. Troon (Loch Bradan) Water 


Order Confirmation. 
50. Local Government (L[reland) Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 1). 


51. Local Government (Ireland) 
Provisional Orders (No. 2). 

52. Local Government (Ireland) 
Provisional Orders (No. 3). 

53. Local Government (Ireland) 


Provisional Order (No. 4). 

54. Galashiels Drainage and Burgh 
Extension Order Confirmation. 

55. Falkirk and District Water Order 
Confirmation. 

56. Education Board Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (London). 

57. Glasgow and South Western 
Railway Order Confirmation. 

58. Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2). 

59, Gas and Water Orders Confirma- 
tion. 

60. Gas Orders Confirmation. 

61. Pier and Harbour Provisional 
Orders (No. 1). 

62. Pier and Harbour 
Orders (No. 2). 


Provisional 
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Commission. 


63. Pier and Harbour Provisional 
Orders (No. 3). 

64. Lanark Corporation (Extension 
of Boundaries, &c.) Order Confirmation. 
65. Marriages Provisional Order. 

66. Usk Fisheries Provisional Order 
Confirmation. 

67. Wye Fisheries Provisional Order. 

68. Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 1). 

69. Local 
Orders (No. 2). : 

70. Local Government 
Orders (No. 4). 

71. Local 
Orders (No. 5). 

72. Local 
Orders (No. 6). 

73. Local 
Orders (No. 7.) 

74. Local 
Order (No. 8). 

75. Local 
Orders (No. 9). 

76. Local Government 
Orders (No. 10). 

77. Local Government 
Order (No. 11). 

78 Edinburgh and 
Order Confirmation. 

79. Commons Regulations 
Trewan) Provisional Order. 

80. Conway and Colwyn Bay Joint 
Water Board. 

81. Lineoln Corporation, 


Government Provisional 
Provisional 
Government Provisional 
Government Provisional 
Government Provisional 
Government Provisional 
Government Provisional 
Pr visional 
Provisional 
Listrict Water 


(Towyn 


82. North Eastern Railway. 

83. North East London Railway. 

84. Bury and District Joint Water 
Board. 

85. Draycott Gas. 

86. Cardiff Railway. 


87. King’s College London (Transfer). 

88. Audenshaw = Urban District 
Council. 

89. Tawe Valley Gas. 

90. Bristol Tramways. 

91. Cambrian Railways. 

92. North British and Mercantile In- 
surance Company. 

93. Upton Town Hall. 

94. Blaydon and Ryton 
(Transfer). 

95. Bromley and Crays Gas. 

96. Stockport Corporation. 

97. Humber Commercial Railway and 
Dock. 

98. Southwell District Gas. 

99. Louth and East Coast Railway 
(Transfer). 

100. Seaham Harbour Dock. 
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101. Camborne Water. 
102. Briton Ferry Urban 
Council. 

103. 
104, 
105. 
106. 
107, 
108. 
109, 
110. 
111. 
112. 
133. 


Returns, 


District 


Bristol Corporation. 
Leicester Corporation. 
Rochester Bridge. 
Doncaster Corporation. 
Motherwell Burgh Extension, ec. 
Swinton and Mexbrough Gas. 
Merthyr Tydfil Corporation. 
Garw and Ogmore Gas. 
Barry Railway. 
Metropolitan District Railway. 
Taff Vale Railway 
114. Northern Assurance Company. 
115. Commercial Union Assurance 
Company. 
116. Leeds Corporation. 
117. Pontypridd Water. 


118. Bognor Gas Light and Coke 
Company. 

119. South Wales Electrical Power 
Distribution. 


120. Aire and Calder Navigation. 


121. Glyncorrwg Urban District Coun- 
cil 


22. Wishaw Burgh Electricty, ete. 
23. Wolverhampton Corporation. 
4 


. Finchley Urban District Council. 
5, Stratford-upon-Avon, Towcester, 
and Midland Junction Railway, Evesham, 
Redditch, and Stratford - upon - Avon 
Junction Railway, and East and West 
Junction Railway (Amalgamation). 

126. London County Council (Tram- 
ways and Improvements). 

127. London County Council (Money). 

128. Macclesfield and District Tram- 
ways (Abandonment). 

129. Honourable Artillery Company. 

130. Leith Burgh. 

131. London, Brighton, and South 
Coast Railway. 

132. Liverpool 
Powers). 

133. Tyne Improvement. 

134. Widnes Corporation. 

135. Margate Corporation. 

136. Manchester Corporation. 

127. Burnley Corporation. 

138. Ammanford Urban 
Council Water. 

139. Metropolitan Electric Tramways. 

140. Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas 
and Water. 

141. Wath and Bolton Gas Board. 

142. South West Surburban Water. 

143. Blackburn Corporation, 

144. Keighley Corporation. 


| 
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Corporation (General 


District 
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145. Great Northern, Piccadilly, and 
Brompton Railway. 

146. Thames River Steamboat Service 
Act 1904 (Amendment). 

147. Holderness Water. 

148. London United Tramways. 

140. Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
Tramways (No. 2). 

150. Sligo and Arigna Railway. 

151. Criccieth Waterand Improvement. 


Reports, &e. 


152. Padiham Urban District Council. 

153. Central [reland Electric Power. 

154. Gosport Gas. 

155. London County Council (General 
Powers). 

156. Ravensthorpe Urban District 
Council. 

157. Crystal Palace Company. 

158. River Wandle Protection. 

159. Dover Graving Docks. 

160. Tollemache Estate. 

House adjourned at twenty 


minutes past Twelve o’clock, 
to Monday, the 12th of 
October next, a quarter past 
Four o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Saturday, 1st August, 1908. 


The House met at Ten of the Clock. 


PETITIONS. 
CHILDREN BILL. 
Petition from Cardiff, in favour ; 
upon the Table. 


to lie 


DAYLIGHT SAVING BILL. 
Petition from Musselburg, in favour ; 
to lie upon the Table. 
LICENSING BILL. 


Petitions against: From New Bris- 


lington (two); and Winscombe ; to lie 
upon the Table. 
Petitions in favour: From Cardiff 


(seventeen) ; Holyhead and Troedyrhiw ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 





FISHERY INVESTIGATION. 
Copy presented, of Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the 
4C 2 
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Scientific and Statistical Investigations 
now being carried on in relation to the 
Fishing Industry of the United Kingdom 
{by Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


(Juestions. 


NATIONAL GALLERY (IRELAND). 

Copy presented, of Report of the 
Director of the National Gallery of Ire- 
land to the Board of Governors and 
Guardians for the year 1907 [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


LOCAL TAXATION LICENCES, Xc., 
1907-8. 
Return presented, relative thereto 


[ordered 14th July: Mr. Walter Rea] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


[No. 293}. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy presented, of Report of the 
Proceedings at the Eighteenth Annual 
Meeting of Representatives of Authorities 
under The Sea Fisheries Regulation Act, 
1888 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Copy presented, of Outline of the 
successive Legislative and Administrative 
Conditions affecting the relation of the 
Board of Education to Agricultural 
Education [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES, 


Reinstatement of Evicted Tenants in 
County Monaghan. 

Mr. LARDNER (Monaghan, N): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will state 
whether the Estates Commissioners have 
been offered by the landlords any un- 
tenanted land in the county of Monaghan 
for the reinstatement of evicted tenants : 
and, if so, whether he will give the 
names of the landlords offering such 
lands and state the decision of the 
Commissioners in reference thereto. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Proceedings 
have been instituted before the Estates 
Commissioners, and have reached various 
stages, for the sale of the following 
estates which comprise untenanted land, 
viz.: Dr. Steven’s Charities, Lord 
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Massereene and Ferrard, Trustees of 
C. E. Porter, Sir T. Jackson, M. §. 
Moutray, R. R. Fitzherbert, and 8. K. 
Jackson. The untenanted land is not 
offered specially for the reinstatement of 
evicted tenants, but will be dealt with by 
the Commissioners for the purposes 
generally of Section 2 of the Act of 1903, 


Questions. 


Open-Air Schools. 

Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.): To 
ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether, in the case of an 
open-air school held under the terms of 
Article 44 (g) of the Elementary School 
Code, the Board will require a medical 
certificate in respect of every child 
attending such school that the child is 
unable to receive proper benefit in an 
ordinary elementary school, or will such 
certificates be reserved to children 
attending an open-air school under the 
terms of the Defective and Epileptic 
Children’s Act, and for children refused 
admission under Article 53 (b) (3) of the 
Code. 


(Answered by Mr. Ieunciman.) Such a 
certificate as is referred to will not he 
required in the case of open-air schools 
conducted under Article 44 (g) of the 
Code for 1908. Schools conducted unde 
The Elementary Education (Detective 
and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899, are 
subject to the regulations for special 
schools. 


Welsh School Case. 

Mr. YOXALL: To ask the President 
of the Board of Education whether it is 
proposed to issue a special edition of the 
School Code for Wales this year ; and, if 
so, on what date will it be placed upon 
the Table of the House. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) Yes, 
Sir. The Welsh Code was iaid upon the 
Table on the 2nd July. 


Recognition of Training Colleges. 

Sir EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe): 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether training colleges, in 
order to be recognised by the Board, have 
to fulfil the conditions set forth in 
Sections 7 (g), 7 (h), and 8 of the 
Training College Regulations, 1968, and, 
it not, whether he will state the names 
of those colleges which are recognised 
without fulfilling the conditions of the 
above sections. 
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(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) I think | 
the hon. Baronet must be under some | 
misapprehension with regard to this | 
matter. Section 8 of the Training | 
College Regulations, as stated therein, is | 
applicable to all training colleges, and the | 
Board have no reason to believe that any 
college recognised by them fails to comply 
with it. Sections 7 (g) and 7 (h) are! 
applicable only to colleges which are not 
recognised before the Ist August, 1907. 


Structural Improvements of Denomina- 
tional Schools in Single-School Areas. 
Mr. WILLIAM NICHOLSON (Hamp- | 

shire, Petersfield) : To ask the President 
of the Board of Education if, in view of 
the probable effect of the proposals of the 
Education Bill in single-school areas, the 
Education Department is prepared, 
pending definite legislation, to follow the 
precedent of last Session, by relieving 
trustees and managers of denominational 
schools in such areas from pressure in 
respect of expensive and structural 
improvements in their schools. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) 1 can- 
not undertake to lay down any general 
rule. Each case will be considered on 
its merits having regard to the urgency 
and importance of the alterations required. 


De Blaquiere Estate, County Clare. 

Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can state the 
respective sizes of the holdings of Patrick 
Early Coohaun, John Holleran Coohaun, 
and James Nestor Coohaun, annuitants 
to the Government on the Rosingrave 
estate, adjoining the De Blaquiere estate, 
Tubber, county Clare; and whether it is 
proposed to increase their small holdings 
out of the wntenanted lands on the 
De Blaquiere estate. 


(Answered hy Mr, Birrell.) The persons 
referred to do not come within the 
provisions of Section 2 of the Act of 1903, 
and it is not proposed to increase their 
holdings out of the untenanted land on 
the De Blaquiere estate. 


Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that Michael 
Forde, of Fiddawn, Tubber, count y Clare, 
holds 7 aeres 1 rood 36 poles of land on | 
the De Blaquiere estate, 15 acres ! rood 
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10 poles on the Lahiff estate; and was 
he given 40 acres additional out of the 
untenanted lands on the De Blaquiere 
estate, and, if so, will he explain the 
circumstances, 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Michael 
Forde, who holds an uneconomic holding 
on the estate, is being given portion of 


the untenanted land adjoining his 
| holding. 


Mr. DUFFY : To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that Martin Burke, 
of Rathwilladown, Tubber, county Clare, 
has a holding of £13 worth of land on 
the De Blaquiere estate; whether, in 
addition, he holds a farm of thirty-five 
acres at Carrowcraheen, county Clare, 
about eighty acres in Ballyhogan, county 
Clare, about twenty acres at Blakemount, 
county Clare, about fifty acres at Cap- 
panaparty, county Clare; and will he 
explain the circumstances under which 
this tenant was given a further increase 


of about thirty acres out of the De 
Blaquiere estate. 
(Answered by Mr. Birrell. ) Marti n 


Burke is tenant of eight acres on this 
estate, and has been allotted twenty-one 
acres of the untenanted land. He does 
not hold any other land as tenant. 


Mr. DUFFY : Toask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that the Estate Com- 
missioners purchased the esiate of Mrs. 
De Blaquiere, Tubber, county Clare ; 
whether the estate included the tolls and 
customs of the town of Tubber as well as 
about fifty acres of bog; and whether it 
is proposed to vest the bog and the tolls 
and customs in either trustees or the 
district council, in the interests of the 


people. 


tolls 
the 
The 
the 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
referred to were not included in 
estate offered to the Commissioners. 
bogs have been divided amongst 
tenants. 


Mr. DUFFY : To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that the system of 
allocating the untenanted lands on the 
De Blaquiere estate, Tubber, county 
Clare, has given rise to dissatisfaction ; 
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whether he is aware that Edward Forde, 
of Fiddaun, holds 7 acres 1 rood 6 poles 
of land at a valuation of £6 5s. on the 
De Blaquiere estate, 26 acres 3 roods 25 
poles, valuation £7, on the Labiff estate, 
and 61 acres 2 poles, valuation £12 12s., 
on the Rosingrave estate; whether, in 
addition, Mr. Forde holds a farm 
of about ninety acres at Ballyhogan, 
county Clare; and will he explain 
why, in view of the congestion which 
exists in the district, this man was 
given a further increase of land from 
thirty to forty acres. 


Questions. 


(Ansuvred hy Mr. Birrell.) Edward 
Forde holds a small farm at a rent of 
£4 14s. on the De Blaquiere estate anda 
farm on the Lahiff estate at a rent of 
£3 15s. His son has a farm on the 
Rosingrave estate of the valuation of 
£9 15s. Forde has been given a parcel 
of untenanted land adjoining his own at 
an annuity of £11 18s. 


H.MS. “ Defence.” 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : ‘To ask 
the First Lord of the Admiralty on what 
date was H.M.S. “ Defence,” of 14,600 
tons, laid down ; whether he can state by 
what date her trials will be completed ; 
and whether any of the German ships 
laid down in 1904 or 1905 are still 
awaiting trials. 


(dnswered by Mr. McKenna.) H.M.S. 
“ Defence ” was laid down on the 22nd 
February, 1905. It is expected that her 
trials will he completed by the middle of 
next month. There are no German ships 
laid down in 1904 or 1905 still awaiting 
trials, 

Naval Programmes. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty whether he is 
aware that the German battleship 
* Nassau,” of 17,710 tons, was laid down 
on 22nd July, 1907, and is to be com- 
missioned in August, 1909 ; whether any 
of the vessels recently commissioned or 
about to be commissioned this year in 
Iingland, viz.: “ Defence,” ‘ Shannon,” 
‘* Minotaur,” Lord Nelson,” “ Agamem- 
non,’ “Indomitable,” ‘ Invincible,” and 
“ Inflexible,” can show as short a space 
of time from laying of keel to com- 
missioning ; and, if not, on what infor- 
mation does he found the official assurance 
that it will be possible for ships of our 
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(Juestions. 


1909 programme to be commissioned 
before the completion of the German 
ships to be laid down in 1908. 


McKenna.) The 
the Question is 
the remainder 


(Answered by Mr. 
reply to the first part of 
in the negative, and 
accordingly does not arise. 


H.M.S. ‘ Indomitable.” 

Mr. BELLAIRS : To ask the First Lord 
of the Admiralty if he will state for what 
practical purpose are the engines of H.M.S. 
‘‘Indomitable” being subjected to the 
strain of racing at full speed across the 
Atlantic ; and whether it is sufficient to 


justify the expenditure of the coal 
involved. 
(Answered by Mr. MeKenni.) The 


practical purpose served is that of an 
endurance test at high speed. 


Naval Maneuvres. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty whether he is 
aware that Lord Tweedmouth’s Memo- 
randum of 23rd February, 1907, stated 
that the Fleets at Home will continue to 
be combined for war under the command 
of Lord Charles Beresford, and that 
therefore the Channel, Atlantic, and 
Home Fleets would carry out periodic 
peace exercises together under his com- 
mand ; whether, at the conclusion of the 
vaval manceuvres, Lord Charles Beres- 
ford applied to the Admiralty that the 
Fleets might meet and carry out tactical 
exercises to gain experience of handling 
large fleets ; whether he can state to what 
extent this request was complied with in 
accordance with Lord Tweedmouth’s 
Memorandum ; and whether the “ Dread- 
nought ” took part in these exercises so 
that the Commander-in-Chiet designated 
to command the fleets in war might test 
the tactical powers of this ship for the 
first time. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) I must 
decline to answer any Question relating 
to the manwuvres, the subject of which 
can only have been communicated to the 
hon. Member by a breach of confidence. 


Milk Prosecutions. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.) :°To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
his attention has been called to the 
decision given by the Liverpool stipendary 
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magistrate in the prosecution against the 
Condensed Milk Company of Ireland ; 
and whether, with a view to safeguarding 
the interests of genuine Irish products, 
he will state what further steps, if any, 
will be taken in this matter by the Public 
Prosecutor. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) My 
hon. friend has asked me to reply to this 
Question. The proceedings were taken 
at the instance of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, who propose forthwith to confer 
with the Irish Department as to the steps 
to be taken in the position which has 
arisen. 


Pish landed in Isle of Lewis. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Seeretary for Scotland, in view of 
the fact that in 1898 100,413 ewts. of 
line-caught fish were landed in the island 
of Lewis by 666 boats, whilst in 1907 
69,833 ewts. were landed by 451 boats, if 
he will state for each of these two years 
the number of steam liners and sail liners 
employed, and the quantity of fish caught 
by each of the two classes of boats. 

(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) 1 am in- 
formed that the details desired by my 
hon. friend for the year 1898 are not 
available, In 1907 there were 14,714 
ewts. landed by steamers and 55,119 by 
sailing boats. 


Ribble Fisheries. 

Mr. CLOUGH (Yorkshire, W.R., Skip- 
ton): To ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture, whether the 
Board has the power to substitute two 
fishery boards for one with regard to the 
River Ribble, one to have the jurisdic- 
tion over the portion of the Ribble and 
its tributaries which flow in Yorkshire, 
and the other to have jurisdiction over 
the portion of the Ribble that flows 
through Lancashire ; and whether, if the 
Board of Fisheries has this power of 
administration, the President will in the 
interests of efficiency, act upon this 
Suggestion, 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The Board could only take action in the 
direction suggested by my hon. friend on 
an application by a board of conservators. 
If any such application is made it will 
receive careful consideration. 
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Action of Kildorrery Magistrates. 

Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork 
County, N.E.): To ask Mr. Attorney- 
General for Ireland whether he has insti- 
tuted a full inquiry into the action of the 
magistrates at Kildorrery petty sessions 
in refusing to grant infermation in the 
case of an assault endangering life pre- 
ferred against William Stackpoole ; and 
if he has decided to take further proceed- 
ings to bring this man to justice. 


(Answered by Mr Cherry.) 1 have fully 
inquired into this case, and, upon a 
review of all the circumstances, have 
decided that the interests of justice do 
not require that further proceedings 
should be taken. 


Birmingham Postal Servants and their 
Rates of Pay. 

Mr. W. T. WILSON (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) : To ask the Postmaster- 
General whether he is aware that certain 
head postmen, assistant-head postmen, 
and assistant inspectors of telegraph 
messengers at Birmingham have been 
given forms saying that if the work they 
are now doing is paid for at a higher rate, 
as is contemplated in a forthcoming re- 
vision, they will not be held to possess 
any claim to the new appointments ; and 
whether men who have performed such 
duties for many years to the satisfaction 
of their superiors are to be considered to 
have no claim if it is decided to pay for 
these duties at a higher rate. 


(Answered by Mr Sydnen Buston.) Twill 
make inquiry into the matter. 


Old-Age Pensions—Charities and 
Annuities, 

Sir F. DIXON-HARTLAND (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge): To ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer whether, under the 
Old-Age Pensions Bill, charities that are 
already granting annuities to the deserv- 
ing poor would be allowed to reduce 
those annuities so as to bring the re- 
cipients to the limit of income to be given 
by the Government, namely £26 per 
annum, so that they can claim the 
Government pension. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) There 
is nothing in the Bill which can affect the 
discretion which such charities may at 
present possess either to increase or 
diminish the amount of allowances made 
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by them. The amount of yearly means 
which disqualifies for pension under the 
Bill is £31 10s., not £26 as stated in the 
(Juestion. 


Bombay Riots—Sentences, 

Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.): 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether his attention has been 
drawn to a case decided by the police 


magistrate of Bombay in which several 
persons have been sentenced to one year’s | 
throwing | 


rigorous imprisonment for 
stones during the recent Bombay riots ; 
and whether any special reason exists, 
such as previous convictions or the like. 
which would appear to justify such 
severe sentences. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) I have 
seen a statement to the eflect mentioned 
in the Question in a telegram published 
in the newspapers of the 30th July. It 
is open to the persons convicted to appeal 
to the High Court. 


Justification for Sentence for Sending 
Seditious Telegram. 

Sin H. COTTON: To ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India whether his 
attention has been drawn to a case 
decided by the sessions judge of Ally- 
gurh in which a person was sentenced to 
seven years transportation for sending a 
telegram of a seditious nature; and 


whether any special reason exists, such as | 


a warning neglected or previous convic- 
tion, which would appear to justify such 
a severe sentence. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan): 1 have 
no special information as to the circum- 
stances of the case beyond what appeared 
ina telegram in the newspapers of the 
30th July. It is open to the accused to 
appeal to the High Court against the 
sentence passed by the sessions judge. 


Rioting in Bombay. 

Sir H. COTTON : To ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for India if he will 
state what was the cause of the recent 
rioting in Bombay, on how many days 
the police and military fired on the mob, 
and how many persons were killed and 
how many wounded during the rioting. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) As regards 
the first part of the Question, I would 
reter the hon. Member to the Answer I 
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gave to the hon. Member for Bolton on 
the 28th July. According to the 
latest information received by the 
Secretary of State, the police and mili- 
tary were compelled to fire on six 
days ; among the rioters, fourteen persons 
were killed and thirty have been reported 
as wounded. Several police officers have 
also been wounded. 


Questions. 





Deputy Lieutenants in Queen's County. 

Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
state if there are any qualifications 
necessary for the appointment of deputy- 
lieutenants in Ireland, and, if any, can 
he state if they were complied with in 
recent appointments made in Queen's 
County ; and whether instructions were 
recently sent by Dublin Castle to His 
Majesty’s lieutenant of that county 
instructing him not to appoint Protestants 
as deputy-lieutenants. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The quali- 
| fications are prescribed in Section 33 of 
The Militia Act, 1882. Since the 
present Government came into office two 
appointments have been made to the 
deputy-lieutenancy of the Queen’s County 
by His Majesty’s lieutenant of the 
county with the approval of the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland. No information 
has been received which would raise any 
doubt as to the qualifications of the 
gentlemen so appointed. The reply to 
the concluding inquiry is in the negative. 


Distribution of Land in County Cavan. 

Captain CRAIG: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether, in the distribution of 
land purchased by the Estates Commis- 
sioners, any Unionist Protestant 
farmer's son will be accepted as a tenant 
for any part of such land, or will the 
selection of tenants be left entirely in the 
hands of the United Irish League ; 
whether he is aware that in the county 
Cavan there are several Protestant evicted 
tenants who have been refused reinstate- 
/ment because they would not join the 
; United Irish League ; and whether he 
| can state, with regard to the distribution 
' of 500 acres in the county Westmeath of 
}a farm called Catharinestown, if the 
| Estates Commissioners will give any 
portion to Protestant agriculturists. 


or 
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(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners do not accept or reject 
applicants for untenanted land because 
they are the sons of Unionist Protestant 
farmers, nor is the selection of tenants 
left entirely, or at all, in the hands of 
the United Irish League. No evicted 
tenants, Protestant or other, have been 
refused restoration because they would 
not join the United Irish League. No 
allotment will be given or refused, on 
the lands of Catherinestown or on any 
other lands, on grounds of religion or 
politics. The Estates 


Questions, 
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Commissioners | the recruits’ mess at each depot. 
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money is spent to the best advantage ; 
if the recruits have any voice in the 
expenditure of their pay ; if contractors 
are invited to compete, and by what 
means; if a depot sergeant is paid £3 
a month for spending the recruits’ money, 
and is he relieved of all other duties ; 
and by whom is this money paid. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) There are 
340 recruits at the depot and 221 at the 
sub-depot. A sergeant is detailed to 
purchase the provisions and supervise 
Mess 


Questions. 


neither inquire, nor do they know, the | Sergeants are relieved of all other duty 


religion or politics of any person to whom 
they give parcels of untenanted land. 


Baths in Constabulary Depot, Dublin. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the 


Lord- | 


Lieutenant of Ireland if there are only | 


three small ordinary household baths 
available at the Royal Irish Constabulary 
Depot, Phoenix Park, for the accommoda- 
tion of 500 men; if so, will he consider 
the advisability of more ample accommo- 
dation in this institution designed for 
physical training; if any members of 
the depot force have recently suffered 
in health due to insanitary causes, and 
have several beds recently had to be 
burned in the depot because of their 
dirty condition ; and what steps, if any, 
will be taken to remedy the existing state 
of affairs. 


(Answered by Mr Birrell.) 1 am in- 
formed that there are at present only 
three baths at the depot for the use of 
the men. There are several wash-houses. 
The erection of six extra baths with hot 
and cold water has been approved. No 
members of the depot force have recently 
suffered in health from insanitary causes. 
One bed was destroyed about three 
months ago because its occupant, a recruit 
who had only then joined, was sufiering 
from skin disease. 


Constabulary Recruits in Dublia. 

Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land if he will state how many constabu- 
lary recruits are at present stationed at 
Richmond Barracks and the Phenix Park 


Depot ; who is responsible for the pur- | 





| eanteen fund is £779. 


and are paid £3 a month each. They 
act under the supervision of a district 


| inspector, and the mess accounts are 


carefully examined by the commandant 
and the adjutant. The recruits have no 
voice in the purchase of the provisions. 
The Inspector-General informs me that 
the recruits mess is managed in a 
thoroughly satisfactory manner, In 
some cases articles are provided by 
contract ; for instance, tenders for the 
supply of milk are advertised for. 


Royal Irish Constabulary Depot Canteen. 
Mr. SLOAN : To ask the Chief Secre 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
how much money, invested and other- 
wise, stands to the credit of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary Depot canteen ; from 
what source have the profits mainly 
accrued, and whether the reserve con- 
stables have any actual voice in its 
disposal ; whether the depot gymnasium 
was built out of the profits made in the 
canteen, and, if so, by whose direction ; 
whether a cricket pavilion, used chiefly 
by constabulary ofticers and their friends, 
was also built out of the canteen fund ; 
and if he will explain why such profits 
are not devoted to the cheapening of 
provisions consumed by the Royal Irish 
Constabulary stationed at the depot. 


(Answered hy Mr. Birre I.) The total 
amount standing to the credit of the 
The profits mainly 
accrue from the sale of liquor. There is 
a sub-committee, consisting of one head 


‘constable, one sergeant, one acting 
sergeant, and two reserve constables, 


'and all special expenditure from the 
! 


canteen profits is sanctioned by this com- 
mittee. The depot gymnasium was 


chase of provisions for these men; what | built at the suggestion of the Inspector- 


steps, if any, are taken to see that their | General, and with the unanimous approval 
} ’ wv? ’ 








2091 Questions. 
of the canteen committee. The cricket 
pavilion was built out of the same fund. 
It is used by all ranks at the depot for 
cricket, football, hockey, and athletic 
clubs. A small portion of the canteen 
profits is devoted to the cheapening of 
provisions, 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether the post of Director-General 
of Army Finance has been abolished, and, 
if so, can he state when, in what manner, 
and for what reason this abolition was 
effected, and what provision has been 
made for carrying on in future the duties 
hitherto performed by that officer. 


I beg also to ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether the Order in 
Council of the 10th August, 1904, defining 
the functions of the Director of Army 
Finance, and charging him with the duty, 
among others, of advising the administra- 
tive officers at the War Office and in 
commands on all questions of Army 
expenditure, has any effect in defining 
the functions of the newly-appointed and 
differently named official by whom the 
Director-General of Army Finance has 
now been replaced ; if so, will he state 
whether that Order in Council now 
applies to the functions of this new official 
as fully in all respects as it did to those 
of the Director-General of Army Finance ; 
and, if not, can he inform the House 
whether, and, if so, how it is proposed to 
secure that the powers and duties of the 
new ofticial shall be in every respect the 
same as those hitherto administered by 
the Director-General of Army Finance. 


THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY To 
THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. AcLanp, York- 
shire, Richmond): I can only refer the 
hon. Member to the printed reply which 
I gave on Thursday to the Question by 
the hon. and gallant Member for West 
Dorset. The hon. Member need have no 
fear that the powers of the officer who 
will succeed Sir Guy Fleetwood Wilson 
on his retirement will be in any way 
modified as regards his functions as 
accounting officer. 


Mr. BOWLES: Will the powers or 
duties of the new ofticer be modified in 
any way ? 
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Mr. ACLAND: As a matter of fact it 
is intended to modify the duties to some 
slight extent in regard to contracts 
purely. The contract questions will go to 
the Director-General of Contracts, as 
there is no reason why contract matter 
should be sent to the Finance Officer. 


Mr. BOWLES: Will the change be 
carried out by Order in Council ? 


Mr. ACLAND: I must ask for notice 
of that Question. 


Kitchener’s Fighting Scouts. 

Mr. BOWLES: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether his 
attention has been called to two tele- 
grams, dated respectively the 24th and 
27th February, 1902, from Colonel Colen- 
brander, commanding Kitchener’s Fight- 
ing Scouts in South Africa, to Lieutenant 
Webber, assuring him that all moneys 
expended by him in advances to men and 
personal expenses would be made good 
to him; whether he is aware that, on 
the faith of this explicit assurance, Lieu- 
tenant Webber expended considerable 
sums of his own money in the public 
service, no part of which has _ been 
refunded to him ; and whether the War 
Office now repudiates the promise given 
by Colonel Colenbrander in respect of the 
refund of these payments. 


Mr. ACLAND : The telegrams referred 
to are only two out of many documents 
relating tothe caseof Mr. Webber which 
have received my personal consideration. 
The time during which Mr. Webber can 
have been expending money on the 
strength of the telegrams was less than a 
month in duration, and | have no 
evidence of the expenses he incurred 
during this time. I am afraid I can only 
repeat what has already been said to Mr. 
Webber, viz.: the service which he 
voluntarily rendered received a fair and 
reasonable recognition when he was 
granted a commission in the Remount 
Department. Much valuable assistance 
was rendered to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment during the war by others as well as 
Mr. Webber, but unpaid assistance thus 
voluntarily given and accepted cannot be 
considered as entitling those who gave it 
to claim a pecuniary reward years after 
the event. 
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Mr. BOWLES: Will the hon. Gentle- 
man consider if the War Office cannot 
defray the expense incurred on the 
strength of the assurance ! 


Mr. ACLAND: I am afraid the War 


Office have no liability even for those 
expenses, 


Alcohol Imports into Nigeria. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newceastle-under- 
Lyme): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether in deal- 
ing with the prohibition of the import of 
alcohol into southern Nigeria and the 
resulting loss of revenue to that Colony, 
he will consider the advisability of as- 
similating the taxation of Southern 
Nigeria to that of Northern Nigeria, where 
the principal source of revenue comes 
not from alcohol but from the land which 
is owned by the State. 


THe UNDER- SECRETARY © or 
STATE For tHe COLONIES (CoLoNEL 
SEELY, Liverpool, Abercromby): The 
Secretary of State has proposed to insti- 
tute an inquiry into certain controverted 
facts connected with the consumption of 
spirituous liquor in Southern Nigeria, but 
the question of prohibiting the importa- 
tion is not under consideration. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD: Is there anv 
intention of extending to Southern Nigeria 
the system of taxation which obtains in 
Northern Nigeria ? 


CoLoNEL SEELY : [ could not answer 
a specific question of that nature without 
notice, 


Indemnity Acts—Precedent for Governors 
Withholding Assent, 

Mr. G. GREENWOOD (Peterborough) : 
I beg to ask the Under Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether there is any 
precedent previous to The Natal Indem- 
nity Act, 1906, of a governor of a self- 
governing colony, duly authorised to give 
the Royal Assent to an Act of the Colonial 
legislature, deliberately withholding such 
assent until after the dissolution by him 
of the Colonial Parliament by which such 
Act was passed ; and whether such pro- 
cedure is sanctioned by the Colonial 
Office as legal and constitutional. 


CoLoNEL SEELY: Sir H. McCallum 
was authorised on the 13th of August, 
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1906, to assent if martial law were withe 
drawn. It was not withdrawn till 1st 
October, and he then assented. In so 
acting he appears to have been carrying 
out the instructions of the Secretary of 
State consistently with constitutional 
usage, and the question whether the 
Colonial Parliament was or was not in 
session could not affect the legality of 
his action. I am not aware of any 
particular precedent or that any precedent 
was necessary. No precedent to the 
contrary has ever been cited. 


Mr. G. GREENWOOD : I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that Her Majesty's 
Government in the year 1867 declined to 
advise the Crown to assent toa Bill of 
Indemnity for New Zealand, where 
martial law had been proclaimed pending 
actual warfare, on the ground that its 
terms were too widely drawn and would 
cover acts wantonly and recklessly com- 
mitted ; whether the terms of the present 
Indemnity Bill for Natal are in substance 
identical with those of the New Zealand 
Bill to which the Royal Assent was so 
refused; and whether His Majesty's 
Government will, following this precedent, 
decline to advise the Crown to assent to 
the Natal Bill in its present form. 


CotoneEL SEELY. Yes, Sir, I am 
aware that an Indemnity Act was dis- 
allowed in 1867 on these grounds. The 
Natal Bill is perhaps open to a similar 
objection, but, as I have explained, were 
His Majesty’s Government to instruct 
the Governor to decline to assent, martial 
law would be prolonged, and this is a 
result which it is generally agreed should 
if possible be avoided. 


In answer to a further Question by the 
same hon. Member, 


CoLoNeL SEELY said: I think it is 
undesirable to in any way jeopardise the 
situation which happily now shows signs 
of improvement as between the two 
Governments. 


Dinizulu. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry): I beg to ask the Under Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies if he has 
caused any part of his recent speech in. 
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the House of Commons on the position of 
Dinuzulu to be telegraphed officially to 
Natal, and, if so, which part. 


CoLoneEL SEELY : No, Sir. 
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(Questions. 


Mr. MACKARNESS : Is not the traffic 
much less in the Royal parks than in the 


main roads? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS replied that the 


Local Government Board had no jurisdic: 


Motor Speeds in London. 

Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 
bury): I beg to ask the President of the 
Local Government Board whether he has 
ever received any request from the 
London County Council to limit the rate 
of speed allowed to motor vehicles in 
London ; and whether, in the absence of | 
such a request, he has any power to act. 


THE PRESIDENT 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun 
BuRNs, Battersea): I do not find that 
any application under the Motor Car Act, 
1903, has ever been received by the 
Local Government Board from the 
London County Council for regulations 
with regard to the speed of motor cars. 
In the absence of such an application, the 
Board have no power to act, except as 
regards any specified highway or part of 
i highway which does not exceed sixteen 
feet in width, or on which ordinary motor 
car traffic would, in their opinion, be 
especially dangerous. I should add that 
the powers of the County Council in this 
matter do not extend to the City of 
London, ; 


oF THE LOCAL 


*Mr. MORTON (Sutherland): Is the 
Leeal Government Board considering the 
desirability of giving the police power to 
settle the routes that these vehicles should 
take 2 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: A private Bill 
has been introduced seeking to confer on 
the Commissioner of Police power to 
divert traffic. In my opinion the Com- 
missioner of Police should have had that 
power long ago. 


Mr. MACKARNESS asked if the 
speed of motor-cars was limited to ten 
miles an hour in the Royal parks, while 
in crowded thoroughfares they travelled 
at a much higher speed. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS said he was. 
aware of the fact. But the Royal parks | 
could not be compared with the London | 
streets. 


tion over the Royal parks. 


Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston) asked 
if the Home Office had not some control 
over the Royal parks ? 


Mr. JOHN 
the police. 


BURNS: Yes, through 


Liverpool Prosecution under the 
erchandise Marks Act. 

Mr. KETTLE (Tyrone, E.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
his attention has been drawn to the 
decision of Mr. Stewart in the Liverpool 
Summons Court, in the prosecution under 
The Merchandise Marks Act, instituted 
at the instance of the Treasury, against 
Sir Thomas Cleeve and Mr. A. A. Cleeve, 
and heard on Wednesday 22nd instant ; 
whether he is aware that it was admitted 
that the defendants were selling foreign 
produce under a name calculated to lead 
the public to believe that it was Irish, 
and that the magistrate declined to 
convict; and whether, in view of the 
injury likely to result to sellers of Irish 
farm produce, he proposes to take any 


further action in the matter. 


THe TREASURER or tHe HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir Enwarbd StTracHeyY, Somer- 
setshire, 8.): My hon. friend has asked 
me to reply to this Question. The 
proceedings referred to were instituted 
at the instance of the Board of Agri- 
culture, who propose forthwith to confer 
with the Irish Department as to the 
steps to be taken in the position which 
has arisen, The Board are not aware 
that the defendants made the admission 
cited in the Question. 


Sutherlandshire Evictions--Burning of 
a Crofter’s House. 

*Mr. MORTON: I beg to ask 
the Secretary for Scotland whether he 
has any further information with re- 
gard to the alleged burning of a 
crofter’s house in the parish of Creich, 
Sutherlandshire. 


THe SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Stycuatr, Forfarshire): The Answer 
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is in the negative; but as the Member 
for Ross-shire was informed by the Lord- 
Advocate the other day, inquiries are 
being made by the Crown Office. 


*Mr. MORTON: I should like to ask 
the right hon. Gentleman if he will 


inquire if there was any necessity for | 


what seems to be an inhuman and un. 
civilised practice of burning down the 
house with some of the tenant’s effects 
in it; also whether the sheriff exceeded 
his duty in granting the warrant for 
burning the house, or whether the sheriff's 
otticer exceeded his duty in firing the 
building without the sanction of the 
Local Board of Health. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I hope the inquiry 
which is being made will elicit all the 
facts. 


*Mr. MORTON: Will the right hon, 
Gentleman send mea copy of the Report ! 


Mr. SINCLAIR was 


reply in the affirmative. 


understood to 


Tobacco Growing in Scotland. 

Mr. MORTON: I beg toask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland whether he will instruct 
the Local Government Board (Scotland) 
to circulate to farmers in Scotland par- 
ticulars with regard to the cultivation of 
tobacco. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The duty suggested 
by my hon. friend is not one which seems 
to lie in the sphere of administration by 
the Local Government Board, 


Mr. MORTON: Then to what Depart- 
ment should the Question be addressed ! 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The matter is one 
Which affects the Treasury in the first 
instance. 

CONSOLIDATED FUND 
TION) BILL. 


(APPROPRIA- 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“ That this Bill be read a third time.” 


*Mrn. MACKA RNESS (Berkshire, New- 
bury) said that, in consequence of the 
unsatisfactory reply given by the Under 
Secretary for the Colonies to his hon. 
friend the Member for Peterborough, in 


reference to the Natal Indemnity Act, he | 
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desired to say a few words of protest 
against the sanctioning by the Imperial 
Government of that Act. That Act was 
passed to cover in the widest terms all 
that had been done under martial law 
during the last seven months in Zululand, 
but it had never been pretended that 
there was any war or rebellion to justify 
the proclamation of martial law, or to 
call for its continuance. It had, in fact, 
been proclaimed and maintained directly 
in opposition to the views of the Imperial 
Government. The condition of things, 
therefore, under which that Government 
was asked to sanction the Act was quite 
unprecedented. But further than that, 
martial law had been used against a 
single individual, and for the purpose of 
prejudicing his defence against charges 


(Appropriation Bill). 


of th gravest kind never detinitely 
formulated. Everyone knew the circum 


stances attending the arrest, imprison- 


ment, and long secret examination of 
Dinizulu. He had at length, after seven 


months, been sommitted for trial, and 
upon being committed he was reported 
to have made a striking statement to the 
Court, a few sentences of which he (Mr. 
| Mackarness) desired to call to the atten- 
|tion of the Prime Minister. Dinizulu 
| said— 

* | emphatically say that Lam innocent of 
the charges laid upon me. If the law ealled 
maruial law had not been brought into opera- 


! tion in Zululand, and my lawyers prevented 


by, it from going into Zululand, | am sure | 
should have proved and = contirmed my 
innocence. The result of all this treatment of 
myself is that | have been shut up in gaol all 
these months without the opportunity given 
by the law of this land co all charged with 
crime like me of preparing their defence. At 
present I am ignorant of the names of those 
whom it is said I murdered, and also of the 
names of those whom it is said [ incited others 
to murder. I now stand here about to be 
committed for trial on such charges.” 


He (Mr. Mackarness) appealed to the 
Prime Minister to consider what an evil 
precedent would be established if the 
Imperial Government lent its sanction to 
an Indemnity Act to cover martial law 
put to such purposes as those described 
in Dinizulu’s statement. He was quite 
aware of the difficulties by which the 
Imperial Government were confronted, 
and their natural desire to avoid a state 
of friction with the Natal Government 
which all would deplore. But in that 
matter far-reaching issues were at stake, 
and, inasmuch as the Natal Legislature 
was still sitting, it was not too late to 
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obtain some such modification of the Act 
as would bring it somewhat nearer, at 
least to the practice and rules which had 
been held in modern days to govern 
martial law. 


Mr. G. GREEN WOOD (Peterborough) 
joined in the protest against the terms in 
which the Bill of Indemnity was drawn. 
In the Question he had put to the Under- 
Secretary, he had referred to the New 
Zealand Bill of 1867. In New Zealand 
before 1867 there had been a serious war ; 
but in Natal there had been no war at all 
and no rebellion to suppress, and, in fact, 
the Bill left out any reference to a 
rebellion, or it did not pretend there had 
been any rising ; indeed there had been 
nothing of paramount necessity to justify 
martial law. In New Zealand martial 
law was naturally and rightly proclaimed, 
and in 1867 the New Zealand Govern- 
ment came with a Bill of Indemnity. 
The Bill was reserved for the signification 
of Her Majesty’s pleasure, and the then 
Secretary of State, the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, refused to advise the Royal Assent 
on grounds set forth in a despatch of 
May 15, 1867. The despatch had not 
been published, but it could easily be 
unearthed at the Colonial Office. What 
were the grounds stated? In the first 
place, 


“That it is so worded as to indemnify, not 
only civil and military authorities and persons 
acting under them or under the authority of the 
Government, but to indemnify ‘all and every 
other person whosoever’ who shall have done 
or ordered, or directed any act, matter, or 
thing to be done, ete. Secondly, that, owing 
to the disjunctive form in which the second and 
third sections are drawn, the destruction of the 
property of a person suspected to be concerned 
in the insurrection would be covered by the 
indemnity given by the Act, even though such 
destruction may have been wanton and reckless 
and not inflicted or ordered in or about the 
suppressing or quelling of the insurrection. 
Thus, if a private individual acting under no 
authority has wantonly or recklessly destroyed 
or ordered the destruction of the property of a 
yerson Whom he may have chosen to suspect to 
a concerned in the insurrection, he weuld be 
protected under the terms of this Act, though 
such destruction in no way directly or indirect] 
tended to quell the insurrection, and thomak 


the person whose property was destroyed , 


should have “ati that he was in no way 
directly or indirectly concerned in it.” 


The Duke of Buckingham concluded 
by expressing his opinion that— 


“ The Act should be limited in its phrase- 
ology to an indemnity for acts ordered or 


Mr. Mackarness. 
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approved by some responsible military or civil 
authority.” 


The objections in the despatch applied 
with force to the Natal Indemnity Bill. 
In its present form it would, if passed, set 
an evil precedent, and it was right that a 
protest should be raised having in view 
the extraordinary circumstances in which 
martial law had been maintained in Natal 
and Zululand with the one object of pre- 
venting Dinuzulu’s solicitor from going 
into Zululand to collect evidence. 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) asked if the 
Royal Assent had actually been given 


*to the Indemnity Bill; would’it be given 


automatically ; did the Government really 
believe that the Bill would, if discussed, 
receive the approval of the House of 
Commons ; and was it impossible to defer 
assent until Parliament had had an oppor- 
tunity of discussing it. 


THe UNDERSECRETARY or 
STATE ror tHe COLONIES (Colonel 
SEELY, Liverpool, Abercromby) said that, 
with regard to Parliamentary discussion, 
he thought the House had had exceptional 
opportunities for discussion. The Vote 
for the salary of the Colonial Secretary 
had been postponed until after the Bill 
was received and was in the hands of 
Members, who, he thought, had had the 
fullest opportunity for understanding, so 
far as it was possible to understand, the 
complicated circumstances before a de- 
cision was arrived at. He had told the 
House that the Government had decided 
to advise assent, and assent would be 
given, but he could assure his hon. friend 
they had been guided in this matter not 
only by the consideration that they wished 
to do that which the Government of a 
self-governing colony thought it would be 
wise to do, but also by the consideration 
whether sanction would make for justice 
or injustice. He had no hesitation in 
saying it would make for justice, and for 
this reason: any postponement would 
aggravate those difficulties to which 
allusion had been made in the way of 
the advisers of Dinizulu obtaining evi- 
dence in Zululand. If in any way the 
Act were delayed martial law would con- 
tinue, and so long as it continued 
Dinizulu’s agents could not obtain that 
evidence, or certainly not with that free- 
dom they desired. 
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Mr. G. GREENWOOD asked was it not 
within the power of the governor to issue 
a proclamation annulling the previous 
one, 


CoLONEL SEELY said they were ad- 
vised that that would not be in accordance 
with constitutional procedure. It wouid, 
in fact, be an unconstitutional proceeding, 
and it certainly was not proposed to take 
that step. In conclusion, he had to say 
that the Government deprecated at this 
moment the use of any words which 
might tend to exacarbate feeling, and 
were most anxious not to disturb a situa- 
tion which during the last twenty-four 
hours had become so much more favour- 
able, and tended to show that the Natal 
Government were as anxious as were His 
Majesty’s Government to do justice to 
the native races in South Africa and to 
secure for them complete fair play. 


Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich) said he 
did not want to strike a note of discord 
on what ought to be the happiest day of 
the year, but there hung over them a 
kind of shadow of trouble to come. He 
did not want the Local Government 
Board to be sitting down complacently 
waiting for something to turn up. He 
had asked the House for four or five 
years that in time of peace and compara- 
tive prosperity they should be looking 
ahead for possible danger. There hung 
the shadow of the unemployed over them. 
All he asked at the moment was that the 
Department should not use only the 
critical part of its organisation, which 
was excellent in its way. He knew no 
Department of the State which had such 
excellent critics as the Local Government 
Board. They were.like dramatic or 
musical critics. They were equal to 
anything. ‘They could condemn and find 
fault with everything, but they were 
under no obligation to suggest an im- 
provement. That was a great advantage 
for a critic to hold, but when Ministers 
were at the servica of the State, one had 
to look to them for help. He had often 
made the statement which might be a 
very foolish one, that Cabinet Ministers 
might make mistakes in various directions. 
Treaties might go wrong, and all sorts of 
things, but where human life was not 
concerned it did not matter very much, 
and it could be got over. But where 
this great Department had to deal with 
human life it was an entirely different 
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thing. They wanted to save the homes 
of the people. They were not at that 
moment concerned with new homes but 
with the preservation of existing homes, 
and it was a nightmare that men should 
be willing to work and unable to find it. 
There was a latent organising capacity 
in the Department which had never 


(Appropriation Bill). 


yet been put into operaticn. Foolish 
and unthought-out schemes he ad- 
mitted had been sent, but that did 
not relieve the Department of the 


responsibility of suggesting better plans 
They had all the information. He would 
not say they had all the knowledge—he 
did not suppose anyone would admit that 
anyone else had all knowledge—but they 
had opportunities to acquire knowledge. 
What he and his colleagues had _ pleaded 
for was that they might be able to find 
out trend of trade and the possibility of 
employment, and to have a schedule of 
possible work. Had every local authority 
been asked in time of peace what work it 
could do in time of depression without 
injury to ordinary industry, so as to help 
men to tide over the difficult time ? They 
could not expect a shipwright or a 
hoilermaker to get back to the land. The 
question was what work they could offer 
to tide him over the difficulty, but they 
were only told “suggest a plan and we 
will look at it.” They could not go on 
suggesting plans. This great Depart- 
ment ought to suggest means to prevent 
men becoming degraded. The longer 
they left a man the less chance there was 
of lifting him up. The man could not help 
it. He got so low that he could not even 
stand up to a square meal at last—it 
would be too much for him—much less 
could they expect him to stand up to 
work. He did not want to send Ministers 
away on their holidays with the impres- 
sion that things were awfully bad. That 
of course they who lived near slums had 
to put up with. They could not escape. 
They had no golf links or shooting. 
They had on their minds all the time the 
everlasting shadow of want and misery. 
He knew the House would forgive them 
if this was the last word to be spoken, 
when they implored the Department, 
with all its capacity for doing good, to 
put into operation some of its organising 
capacity to deal with the unemployed, 


Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.) said he desired to support the 
appeal of his hon. friend. The 
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Board had spoken in a_ spirit of 
strong optimism of the prospect of the 
coming winter. Unfortunately, these 
views were not shared by Prebendary 
Wakefield, the chairman of the Central 
Unemployed Body of London, who had 
recently said— 

‘*T view with very great apprehension the 

next winter. I think we shall find a state of 
things of a very serious nature.” 
In these circumstances, he desired to 
make a very strong appeal to the 
President of the Local Government 
Board, that steps might be taken in good 
time. 


THE PRESIDENT ot tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun 
Burns, Battersea) said his hon. friends 
the Members for Woolwich and Bethnal 
Green had addressed to him words of 
sympathetic appeal not to under-estimate 
the responsibilities of his office towards 
the subject which they had at heart, and 
which was shared in its proper propor- 
tion by every Member of the House. 
The hon. Member for Woolwich had sug- 
gested that his Department was capable 
of strong powers of criticism, and he be- 
lieved was capable of powers of organisa- 
tion. Onthis subject he must not forget 
that their hands had been tied consider- 
ably in the last two and a half years in 
dealing with this problem, by the fact 
that the Royal Commission specially con- 
stituted to consider this subject were 
traversing every one of the points and 
suggestions which the hon. Member 
thought he ought to snatch out of their 
purview. He did not intend to anticipate, 
probably in a wrong direction, some 
permanent remedy that it was their 
special function to provide. The Govern- 


ment had already been freely criticised | 


because they had ventured to deal with 
one aspect of the poor law and poverty 
problem in a bold and generous and 
practical way, by granting old-age pen- 
sions, and they had no right, on the 
question of the treatment of the able- 
bodied poor, and the many phases of the 
Poor Law problem to which the hon. 
Member had referred, to anticipate the 
suggestions and remedies that might be 
proposed by the Commission that would 
report, he trusted, in October or Novem- 
ber. But, in the meantime, the hon. 
Member had not done his Department 
justice, because concurrently with the 


Mr. Pickersgill, 


of this vast problem, which no single Act 
of Parliament could settle, the Depart- 


/ment had met local authorities in many 


cases by anticipation in the handling of 
the problem. Every scheme of work had 
been generously interpreted, every claim 
for money had been promptly met, 
and he was surprised that a man who 
shared with him the buoyant optimism of 
the cream of the working classes should 


ibe to-day in the position of a doleful 


Jeremiah, and he regretted that the hon. 
Member for Bethnal Green should so 
readily fall into the elusive trap that was 
being set in advance of the winter by 
tariff reformers, who were purposely and 
deliberately exaggerating the difficulties 
of the unemployed problem by giving 
figures and statistics, and creating alarm 
and panic which was political and not 
economic or social in its object or inten- 
tion. He could assure the hon. Members 
that they could rely on the Department 
doing its best to grapple with this par- 
ticular problem during the winter. When 
they met again next February, after the 
autumn session, the preparations they 
had made for the winter would be more 
than approved when the results of their 
activities were reviewed by Parliament. 
They would do their duty promptly and 
sympathetically. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL: May I ask if 
Prebendary Wakefield is a tariff re 
former ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS said he did not 
give that interpretation to the Rev. 
Russell Wakefield’s speech which the 
hon. Member did, 


*Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) said he 
desired to complain once more of the 
treatment of Scotland «in the matter of 
the unemployed grant. Probably the 
Government were not bound legally to 
give an equivalent grant, but they were 
morally bound to do so, and Scotland had 
never had her equivalent grant share of 
that £200,000 yet. There were not 
many places in Scotland, but there were 
some, especially in Glasgow, that wanted 
it. He would like to appeal to the 
Prime Minister whether he would not 
see that Scotland was treated fairly in 
regard to the distribution of public 
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money. He did not want to stop hon. 
Members from going away—they might 
do less mischief at home than here—but 
they ought to put public duty before 
holidays. He wanted to complain 
strongly of the want of opportunity that 
was given them to discuss the Estimates. 
It had always been understood by what 
they called the constitution that it was 
the first duty of the House of Commons to 
criticise the expenditure of public money, 
but under the present procedure, and 
especially under the present Government, 
they had had no opportunity of consider- 
ing a large number of the Votes at all. 
For instance, there were a number of 
Scottish Votes, on which they did not 
want so much to consider party political 
matters as the social affairs of the 
country, but which had not been 
considered during the last three sessions. 
He did not say the Government was 
responsible for the guillotine, but he 
expected from a Liberal Government 
that independent Members should have 
an opportunity of considering — these 
matters so as to let the Departments 
know what their constituents wanted. 
It was almost a farce to say that this 
House had any control over the national 
finance at all. The Government ought to 
vive them more opportunities of discuss- 
ing the Estimates. He knew they were 
hot going to get any such opportunities 
in the Autumn Session, but he hoped 
next session more facilities would be 
viven them for discussing these matters. 
He would like the Government to drop a 
very unfortunate practice. They knew 
that they could get all their Votes after 
the allotted days under the guillotine, 
and consequently any Votes they did not 
desire to be criticised could be carefully 
kept from the purview of the House, and 
that was the practice he desired the 
(sovernment to drop. There were many 
Votes which they ought to have the 
opportunity of considering which never 
came before the House at all. On the 
face of it it looked as though the 
Government kept back some of 
those Votes, such as Army Vote 12, 
because they were afraid of discussion, 
and that was doing a great wrong to the 


country and to the House. In future, 


more especially as the Prime Minister | 


represented a Scottish constituency, he 

trusted that the Government would give 

them some further opportunities of con- 
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sidering the local affairs of what was the 
most important part of the United 
Kingdom. There were a number of 
matters upon which it would have been 
much more convenient if he had the 
Prime Minister's opinion before he 
visited his constituency, for then he 
would be able to tell them the Govern- 
ment view, but if the Prime Minister did 
not give them his views till early in 
October, it would be too late for him (Mr. 
Morton) to discuss the matter with his con- 
stituents this year. In regard to the land 
question in Scotland the Lord Chancellor 
had made a speech in another place in 
which he declared the Small Landholders’ 
Bill (Scotland) to be defunct, and _pro- 
mised to consider whether the English 
Act of last year could be applied to 
Scotland. That speech, if made at all, 
should have been made by the Prime 
Minister, who was their leader. He 
(Mr. Morton) was anxious to assist the 
Prime Minister as far as possible, but if 
the right hon. Gentleman would not 
give him his advice in time to make any 
use of it what was the good of having a 
Prime Minister? The Government had 
given too much attention to the considera- 
tion of rich trusts and companies, and if the 
same consideration had been given to Secot- 
tishaffairs it would have been allthe better 
for the people of Scotland. He hoped the 
Prime Minister would give him some assur- 
ance that they would have more oppor- 
tunities for the discussion of Scottish 
Estimates next session. He would also 
like some information in regard to the 
Land Bill. He trusted the Government 
would give the points he had raised 
| their best consideration. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they do not insist on their 
Amendments to the Old Age Pensions 
Bill to which this House has disagreed. 


That they do not insist on their 
Amendment to the Irish Universities 
Bill to which this House has disagreed, 
and agree to the Amendment made by 
the Commons to the Amendment made by 
_ the Lords without Amendment. 

t D 











2107 


That they have agreed to,—Consoli- 
dated Fund (Appropriation) Bill, Commons 
Regulation (Towyn Trewan) Provisional 
Order Bill, without Amendment. 


Adjournment 


Amendments to—Endowed Schools 
(Masters) Bill [Lords], without Amend- 
ment. 

Message to attend the Lords Com- 
missioners, 


{COMMONS} 
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having 


of the House. 


went ;—and, 


The House 
returned ;— 


Mr. SPEAKER reported the Royal assent 
to a number of Acts (see page 2074). 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, pursuant to 
the Order of the House of 10th July, 
adjourned the House, without Questio.: 
put, till Monday, 12th October. 


Adjourned at Twenty-three minutes 
after Twelve o’clock. 
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APPENDIX. 


PUBLIC BILLS 
DEALT WITH IN VOLUME CXCIIL. 


Those marked thus * are Government Bills. The figures in parentheses in 
‘ae last column refer to the page in this volume. “([H.L.]” following title 
5 L > 


| indicates that the Bill originated in the House of Lords. 





(A.) House or Lorps. 








Vitle of Bill. Brought in by Progress. 
*Avricultural Holdings Earl Carrington Common Amendments Con- 
[H.L. | sidered 30th July (1677) 


Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


*Bee Pest (Ireland) Lord Denman Read 2" 22nd July (57) 
Committee 29th July (1393) 
Report \ 30th July 


Read 3* and passedj (1676) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


*Commons [H.L.] Earl Currington Report 27th July (740) 
Read 3“ and passed 28th July 


(1165) 


*Companies (Consolidation) Lord Chancellor Committee 27th July (735) 
Report 29th July (1427) 
Read 3* and passed 30th July 
(1676) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


*Consolidated Fund (Appro- Earl Beauchamp All Stages l ist Aug. (2074) 
priation) Royal Assent f 
Coroners (Lreland) Report 27th July (740) 


Read 5“ and passed 28th July 
(1165) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 


*Costs in Criminal Cases Lord Chancellor Read 2" 23rd July (274) 
Committee ) 5-, = 
Report }% th July (4 $1) 
Read 3“ and passed 29th July 
1446) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 
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(A.) House or Lorps—continued. 


Titie of Bill. 


*Cran Measures [H.L.] 


Endowed Schools (Masters) 


*Evieted Tenants (Ireland) 


*Expiring Laws Continuance 


Fatal Accidents (Damages) 


*Finance 


*Friendly Societies 


*Grand Jury (Ireland) Act 
(1836) Amendment 


*Irish Universities 


*Isle of Man 


(Customs 
Duties) 


to 


Brought in by 


Earl Carrington 


Earl Beauchamp 


Eurl of Crew 


Earl of Crewe 


Earl of Creuy 


Lord Denmai 


Lord Denman 


Earl of Crew: 


Lord Deninun 








Progress. 





Read 2* 22nd July (51) 
Committee | 23rd Sale 
Report i (275) ’ 
Read 3" and passed | st 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Royal Assent lst Aug. (2075) 


Commons Amendments Con- 
sidered 30th July (1680) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Read 1* 28th July (1072) 

Read 2 29th July (1433) 

car ' 30th July (1676) 

Read 3“ and passed 31st July 
(1910) 

Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Read 1" 27th July (708) 
Read 2" 29th July (1398) 
Read 3" 30th July (1676) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 
Read 2" 23rd July (255) 
Comunittee | 
Report | 
Read 3° and passed 31st July 
(1910) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


29th July (1426) 


Read 1 25th July (597) 
Read 2° 28th July (1166) 
Committee | ,, “7 : 
Report j 29th July (1446) 
Read 3° 30th July (1677) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 


Read 1° 25th July (597) 
Read 2° 27th July (741) 


Committee | 30th July 


Report on 
Read 3" and passed j (1684) 


Commons Amendments Con- 
sidered 31st July (1939) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 


Read 2" 27th July (727) 

Committee| 5. (116 

Report | 28th July (1164) 

Read 3° and passed 29th July 
(1444) 

Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 





n- 


uly 


On- 


\b) 


uly 





(A). 


Title of Bill. 
Law of Distress Amendment 


*Lunacy [H L.| 


Married Women’s Property 


Matrimonial Causes [H.L.] 


Municipal Franchise (Mer- 
cantile Corporations and 
Companies) [H.L.] 


*Naval Lands (Volunteers) 


*Naval Marriages 


Old-Age Pensions 


Patents and Designs 


*Poisons and 


[H.L.] 


Pharmacy 


Police Superannuation 


Brought in by 


Lord Courtney of Pen- 
with 


Lord Chancellor 


Earl of Stradbroke 


Eurl Russell 


Lord Avebury 


Earl of Granard 


Eal of Gra nara 


Viscount Wolve rhampton 


Earl of Crewe 


Lord Newton 


House oF Lorps—continued. 


Progress. 
Committee 23rd July (258) 


Read 1* 22nd July (3) 
Read 2* 29th July (1444) 
Committee ) 
Report 

Read 3° and pass 


| 30th July 
ed| (1676) 


Read 1“ 22nd July (3) 

Second Reading (adjourned) 
27th July (736) 

Read 2° 28th July (1165) 

gi | o9th July (1446) 

Read 3" and passed 30th July 
(1677) 

Royal Assent Ist. Aug. (2075) 


Second Reading defeated 22nd 


July (4) 


teport 27th July (740) 
Read 3* and passed 28th July 
(1165) 


Read 1" 25th July (597) 

Read 2¢ 29th July (1445) 
—" | 30th July 
Read 3" and passed | (1677) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Read 1" 28th July (1072) 
Read 2 29th July (1433) 
— | 30th July 
veport r (1676). 
Read 3" and passed | api 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Committee 28th July (1073) 

Report 29th July (1438) 

Read 3* and passed 30th July 
(1637) 

Commons Amendments 
sidered 31st July (1910) 

Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Con 


Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074' 


Read 3" and passed 22nd Jul: 


(58) 


Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 








(A.) House or Lorps—continued. 








Title of Bill. 


Polling Arrangements (Par- 
liamentary Boroughs) 


*Polling Districts and 
Registration of Voters 
(Ireland) 


Polling Districts (County 
Councils) 


*Post Office Savings Bank 


*Public Health (Markets in 
Rural Districts) 


*Public Offices Sites (Ex- 
tension) 


*Public Works Loans 


Registration 


*Seed Potatoes and Seed 
Oats Supply (Ireland) 


*Small Holdings and Allot- 
ments 
*Summary Jurisdiction 

(Ireland) 


Brought in by 


Viscount Midleton 


Tord Marchamley 


Earl of Granard 


Lord Allendak 


Earl of Granard 


Earl of Crewe 


Lord Denman 


Lord Chancellor 


Progress. 


Read 2“ 22nd July (57) 
Committee 
Report ) (729) 


Read 3“ and passed 28th July 


(1165) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Read 2* 27th July (737) 
Committee 


Report J (1166) 


Read 3" and passed 29th July 


(1446) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Read 2" 22nd July (58) 
Committee \ 27th July 
Report J (729) 


Read 3" and passed 28th July 
(1165) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Committee 
Report 
Read 3° and passed | 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 


|28th July 
(1072) 


Read 1* 29th July (1374) 

tead 2“ 30th July (1677) 
Read 3* and passed 31st July 
(1910) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 


Read 2° 27th July (728) 

Committee \ 28th July 

Report J (1164) 

Read 3* and passed 29th July 
(1444) 

Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


Report 22nd July (58) 


Read 3“ and passed 23rd July 


(273) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


) 27th July 


\ 28th July 





#1 





(A.) Hovusrt or Lorps—continned. 


Title of Bill. Brought in by Progress. 
*Telegraph Construction Earl of Granard Read 2" 23rd July (261) 
Committee 27th July (733) 
Report \ 30th July 


Read 3‘ and passed } (1676) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 


Tobacco Growing (Seotland) Larl of Camperdown Read 3“ and passed 27th Juls 
(740) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2074) 


University of Durham Viscount Ridley Read 1° 25th July (597) 
Read 2" 27th July (739) 
Fommittee\ oxth July (1166) 
Report ! ie 
Read 3” and passed 29th July 
(1446) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 
*Whale Fisheries (Ireland) Lord Denman Read 2° 27th July (728) 
Committee) osth July (1164) 
Report _ : 
Read 3° and passed 29th July 
(1445) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. (2075) 


Wild Birds Lord Balfour of Bur- Committee ) 5. eK 
leish . , Leport ae July (265) 
Read 3° and passed 27th July 
(740) 
Royal Assent Ist Aug. 
(2074) 





(B.) House or Commons. 





Title of Bill. be Brought in by Progress. 
*Agricultural Holdings Sir E. Strachey Read 2° 22nd July (244) 
[H.L. | Committee 27th July (1059) 
Report ) 28th July 
Read 3° and passed Jf (1354) 
Assizes & Quarter Sessions Jr. O. Williams Read 1° 24th July (511) 
| H.L. | 
*Commons [H.L. | Sir EB. Strachey Read 1° 30th July (1775) 
Companies [H.L. | Sir H. Kearley Committee - : 
Report ing 
Read 3° and passed (998) 
*Consolidated Fund Mr. Lloyd-George Read 1° 29th July (1628) 
(.\ppropriation) Read 2° 30th July (1781) (1885) 


Committee ) . 

Report ) 

Read 3° and passed Ist Aug. 
(2097) 
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Title of Bill. 


*Cran Measures [H.L. ] 


*Criminal Appeal Amend- 


ment [H.L. | 


*Crofters Commons 
ings Regulation 


* Kast India Loans 


*Endowed Schools (Masters) 


* Evicted Tenants (Ireland) 


[xt] 


*Expiring Laws 
tinuance 


Factory and 
(No. 2) 


*linance 


*Grand Jury (Ireland) Act 
(1836) Amendment 
rrocer’s Licences (Abolition) 


Importation of Plumage 
Prohibition [H.L.] 


*Trish Universities 


*Local Government (Scot- 


land) 


Municipal Franchise (Mer- 
cantile Corporations and 
Companies) [1.1 ] | 


6 


Workshop 
Act (190)) Amendment 


Brought in by 


Sif E. Strachey 


Sir W. Robson 
Mr. Sinelair 


Mr. Buchanan 


Mr. Runciman 


Mr. Birrell 


Mr. Hobhouse 


Mr. Steadman 


Mr. Lloyd-George 


Mr. 7'. W. Russell 


My. Robinson 


Lord I. Cecil 


| Mr. Birrell 


Mr. Sinclair 


Sir W. Holland 





(B.) House or ComMons.—continued. 


Progress. 


Read 1° 23rd July (368) 

Read 2° 25th July (700) 
Committee es . 
Repost {309% Se 
Read 3° and passed | 

Read 1° 22nd July (112) 
Read 2° 30th July (1904) 


Read 1° 30th July (1774) 


Read 1° 30th July (1903) 


Read 2° 28th July (1362) 
Committee 29th July (1629) 
Report \ 30th July 
Read 3’ and passedf (1904) 


Read 2° 22nd July (241) 


| Committee 27th July (989) 


Report \ 28th July 
Read 3°and passedj (1354) 


, Read 2° 24th July (596) 
| Committee ; 


| 27th July 
| (1011) 


Report 
Read 3° and passed 


read 1° 27th July (890) 


Read 5° and passed 25th July 
~ (663) 


Committee 22nd July (228) 
Report | 23rd July 
Read 3° and passed/ (495) 


| Read 1° 29th July (1513) 


Read 1° 22nd July (113) 


| Report 23rd July (368) 


Report 24th July (512) 


| Read 3’ and passed 25th July 


(616) 


| Lords Amendments Considered 


31st July (2000) 


Read 1° 30th July (1774) 


Read 1° 29th July (1513) 











‘B.) House or ComMMONS—continued. 
| 
Title of Bill. Brought in by Progress. 
| 
Ms - } " . : 
*Naval Lands (Volunteers) | Mr. MeKenna Committee ) 93rd July 
H » -~oOrd « | 
| ee (494) 
Read 3° and passed } 
ly 
Naval Marriages | Mr. McKenna Read 2¢ 23rd July (494) 
- , tees 
| Committ ¢ ) ovth July 
Report - 1058 ; 
Read 3° and passed } (sorry 
| 
‘Old-Age Pensions | Mr. L'oyd-Georve Lords Amendments Considered 
| 31st July (1970) 
‘Post Office Sites | Mr. Sndney Barton Read 2° 29th July (1631) 
\ 
*Public Works Loans | Mr. Hobhonse Read 2" 22nd July (245) 
Committee 27th July (1003) 
¥ Report y28th July 
: Kead 3° and passed s (1354) 
Registratio. | H.L. Sir W. Robson Report \ 23rd Ju'y 
Reed 3° and passsdf (494) 
y P ae " 
: ‘Small Holdings Allotments Read 2° 25th July (700) 
HLL. | Sir E. Strachey Committee 2th July (1355) 
Report \ 29th July 
Read 3° and passed); (1628) 
ly 
Summary Jurisdiction (lre- | Marquess of Humilton Lords Amendments Considered 
land) 29th July (1632) 
Transfer of Goods Mr. J. D. Whit Read 1° 30th July (i774) 
i xpd 48] 
lrawling in Prohibited ; Mr. Sinclair Read 1’ 30th July (1774) 
ly Areas Prevention 
‘niversity of Durham | Mr. Hills Report )24th July 
Read 3° and passed j = (596) 
ly ay ce 
‘White Phosphorus Matches | Mr. Gladstone Read 1° 30th July (1774) 
Prohibition 
‘Whale Fisheries (Ireland) | Wr. Cherry Lords Amendments Considered 
| 31st July (2014) 
ly 
ad 
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